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(King  of  Eanover,) 
His  Royal  Higlmess  Adolphub  Fbsdebick 

Duke  of  Oambridoe. 

John  Bird  Archlsiishop  of  Cantbrburt. 

Charles  Christopher  Lord  Cottenhax, 
Lord  Ckancettor, 

Thomas  Arcbbishop  of  York. 

John  Oborob  Archbii(hop  of  Aricagh. 

Henrt  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  LordPre- 
iident  of  the  CounciL 

Gilbert  Eaii  of  UiNgrat,  Lord  Pr¥oy  Seal. 

Henrt  Charles  Buke  of  Norfolk,  Earl 
Marshal  of  England. 

Edward  Adolpkus  Duke  of  Somerset. 

Charles  Duke  of  Righmonbu 

Henrt  Duke  of  Grafton. 

Henrt  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

William  Ameliub  Aubret  de  Yere  Duke 
of  Saint  Albans. 

Francis    Godolphin    D'Arot   Duke   of 
Leeds. 

Francis  Duke  of  Bedford.. 

William  Spencer  Duke  of  DsTONsmRE. 

Oeoroe  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

John  Henrt  Duke  of  Rutland. 

Alexander  Duke  of  Brandon.    {Duhe  of 
Hamilton.) 

William  Henrt  Cayendish  Duke  of  Port- 

I.AND. 


George  Dmke  of  MANOHBsrrat. 

Henrt  Pelham  Duke  of  Nbwcastlr. 

Algernon  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

Arthur  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  Buckino- 
HAM  and  Chandos. 

George  Granyuxe  Duke  of  Sutkbrland. 

Henrt  Duke  of  Cleyeland. 

John  Marquess  of  Breadalbane,   Lord 

Chamberlain  of  the  Household. 
John  Marquess  of  Winchester. 

George  Marquess  of  Tweeddale.  {Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Henrt  Marquess  of  Lansdownb.  (^Tn  ait- 
other  pUise  a$  Lord  PresidetU  of  Ae 
Council.) 

Geoboe  Ferrars  Marquess  Townshend. 

James  Brownlow  William  Marquess  of 
Salisbury. 

John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Batbl 

James  Marquess  of  Abercorn. 

Richard  Marquess  of  Hertford. 

John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Butsl 

Bbownlow  Marquess  of  Exeter. 

Spencer  Joshua  Alwtns  Marquess  of 
Northampton. 

George  Charles  Marquess  Camden. 

Henrt  William  Marquess  of  Angleset. 

George  Horatio  Marquess  of  Cholmonde- 

LET. 

Paultn  Reginald  Serlo  Marquess  of 
Hastings. 

Charles  Marquess  of  Aiussburt. 


ROLL  OP  THE  LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


Obobob  THOMiis  JoHir  Marquess  of  West- 
MB ATH.     ( Elected  for  Ireland. ) 

Fbederick  William  Marquess  of  Bristol. 
Archibau)  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 

John  Marquess  of  Bbeadalbakb.  (In 
another  place  as  Lord  ChamherUmn  of 
the  Household.) 

RiCHABD  Marquess  of  Westminsteb. 

CoNSTANTiNE  Henbt    Marquess  of  Nob- 

ICANBT. 

James  Ardbew  Marquess  of  Dalhousie. 

Hugh  Earl  Fortescue,  Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household. 

John  Earl  of  Shrewsburt. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derbt. 

Francis  Theophilus  Hekrt  Earl  of  Hun- 

TINGDON. 

Robert  Henrt  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Earl  of  Devon. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Sttffolk  and  BEBKSHna. 

William  Basil  Perot  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

John  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Albemarle 
Earl  of  LiNDSET. 

George  ELirrt  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Warrington. 

George  William  Earl  of  Winchilsea  and 
Nottingham. 

George  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

John  William  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 

James  Thomas  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

George  William  Frederick  Earl  of  Car- 
lisle. 

Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 
(Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Q^eensherry.) 

Croplet  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

Earl  of  Berkeley. 

Montagu  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

John  Sayile  Earl  of  Scarborough. 

William  Charles  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

John  Earl  Poulett. 

George  Sholto  Earl  of  Morton.  (Elect- 
ed for  Scotland.) 

CosPATRicK  Alexander  Earl  of  Home. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

David  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 


Dunbar  James  Earl  of  Selkirk.    (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Thomas  John  Earl  of  Orkney.    (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Francis    William    Earl   of    Seafield. 
(Elected for  Scotland.) 

Alfred  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Eari  Morti* 

MER. 

Washington  Sewallis  Earl  Ferrers. 
William  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Charles  Augustus  Earl  of  Tankebvujuu 
Heneage  Earl  of  Aylesford. 
George  Augustus  Earl  Cowper. 
Philip  Henry  Earl  Stanhope. 
Robert  Earlof  Harborouqh. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

George  William  Richard  Earl  of  Pom- 
fret. 

James  Earl  Graham.  (Duke  of  Montrose.) 

William  Earl  Waldegrave. 

Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburnham. 

Charles  Earl  of  Harrington. 

John  Charles  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Henry  Richard  Earl  Brooke  and  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

George  Robert  Earl  of  Buckinghamshirb. 

Charles  William  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

Francis  Earl  of  Guilford. 

James  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Charles  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

Henry  Stephen  Earl  of  Ilchester. 

George  John  Earl  De  Lawarr. 

William  Earl  of  Radnor. 

Frederick  Earl  Spencer. 

Henry  George  Earl  Bathurst. 

Arthur  Wills  Blundell  Sandys  Trum- 
bull Windsor  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 
(Marquess  of  Dotcnshire.) 

George  William  Frederick  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon. 

William  David  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

William  Earl  of  Abergavenny. 

Henry  John  Earl  Talbot. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  John  Earl 
Strange.  (Duke  of  Athol.)  (Lord 
Olenlyon.) 

Ernest  Augustus  Earl  of  Mount  Edo- 
cumbe. 

Hugh  Earl  Fortescue.     (In  another  place 
as  Lord  Steward  of  Ae  Household^) 
h  3 


Edward  Earl  of  Digbt. 

Georoe  Earl  of  Beyerlet. 

Henrt  Howard  Moltneux  Earl  of  Car- 
narvon. 

Charles  Cecil  Cope  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Georoe  Earl  Cadooan. 

James  Howard  Earl  of  Malmesburt. 

George  John  Danvers  Earl  of  Lanesbo- 
ROUGH.     {Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Francis  William  Earl  of  Charlemont. 
(Lord  Charlemont,)  (Elected  for  Ire- 
land,) 

Stephen  Earl  of  Mount  C  ashell.  (Elect- 
ed for  Ireland,) 

John  Earl  of  Erne.  (Elected  for  Ireland,) 

John  Otwat  O'Connor  Earl  of  Desart. 
( Elected  for  Ireland, ) 

WnxiAM  Earl  of  Wicklow.  (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

George  Charles  Earl  of  Lucan.  (Elected 
for  Ireland,) 

James  Earl  of  Bandon.  (Elected  for  Ire- 
l€md,) 

James  DuprI  Earl  of  Caledon.  (Elected 
for  Ireland,) 

James  Alexander  Earl  of  Rossltn. 
William  Earl  of  Craven. 
Arthur  George  Earl  of  Onslow. 
Charles  Earl  of  Romnet. 
Henry  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichester. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Wilton. 
Edward  James  Earl  of  Powis. 
Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Hsnbt  Ea 
of  Bradford. 

John  Reginald  Earl  Beauchamp. 

Richard  Earl  of  Glengall.     (Elected  fo 

Ireland,) 

Thomas  Philip  Earl  De  Gret. 

John  Earl  of  Eldon. 

George  Henrt  Earl  of  Falmouth. 

Richard  Wiluam  Penn  Earl  Howe. 

John  Sommers  Earl  Sommers. 

John  Edward  Cornwallis  Earl  of  Stsai 

BROKE. 

Windham    Henrt    Earl   of    Duvratbi 
(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

Charles  William  Earl  Yane.    {Marqmet 

of  Londonderry,) 
Wiluam  Pitt  Earl  Amherst. 
John  Frederick  Earl  Cawdor. 
Wiluam  George  Eaii  of  Munstbb. 
Wiluam  Earl  of  Burlington. 
Robert  Earl  of  Camperdown. 
Thomas  Wiluam  Earl  of  Lichfield. 
George  Frederick  D'Arct  Earl  of  Dm 

HAM. 

Frederick  John  Eaii  of  Ripok. 
Granville  George  Earl  Granyillb. 
Henrt  Earl  of  Effingham. 
Henrt  George  Francis  Earl  of  DncriE. 
Charles  Anderson  Wobslet  Bail  of  Tai 

borough. 
James  Henrt  Robert  Earl  Ikhbs.    {Dui 

of  Boxburgke,) 


William  Earl  of  Rosse,    (Elected  for  Ire-  ■  Thomas  William  Earl  of  Lbicboter. 


land,) 

Charles  Wiluam  Earl  of  Charleville. 
(Elected for  Ireland,) 

Charles  Herbert  Earl  Manvsrs. 
Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 
Henrt  Earl  Gret. 
William  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 
Dudley  Earl  of  Harrowby. 
Henry  Earl  of  Harewood. 

SiLBSRT  Earl  of  Mcrio.   (In  another  piaet 
«t  Lord  Prittf  Seal.) 


i 

i 


Wiluam  Eaii  of  Lovelace. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Charles  Noel  Earl  of  Gaxnsbomkiiqk. 

Wiluam  FrrxHARDiNGE  EarlFmHABima 

Edward  Earl  of  Ellenb<mm>cqb. 

Francis  Earl  of  Ellssmers. 

John  Earl  of  Strafford. 

Robert  Viscoont  Hereford. 

James  Viscount   Strathallak.     (Slede 

for  Scotland,) 
Henry  Viscoont    Boungbrokb   and    Si 

John. 
George  Viscoont  Torrin6ton. 


bray  Earl  Cathcart. 
LTBR  Earl  of  Verulam. 
Brownu>w. 

Qeantillb  Earl  of  Saint  Ger-   ArorsTTs  Frederick  Viacount 

( Dmkf  of  Leinster. ) 
of  Morley.  !  Henry  Viscount  Haynard. 


SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


John  Robert  Viscount  Sidney. 

Francis  Wheler  Viscount  Hood. 

John  Viscount  De  Vesci.     {Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

Hates  Viscount  Doneraile.     {Elected for 
Ireland,) 

Cornwallis  Viscount  Hawarden.     {Elect- 
ed for  Ireland,) 

John  Bruce  Richard  Viscount  O'Neill. 
{Elected  for  Ireland,) 

Edward  Jervis  Viscount  St.  Vincent. 

Robert  Viscount  Melville. 

WiLLUM  Leonard  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

Robert  Edward  Viscount  Lorton.  {Elect- 
ed for  Ireland,) 

George  Viscount  Gordon.  {Earl  of  Aber- 
deen,) 

Edward  Viscount  Exmouth. 

John  Hely  Viscount  Hutchinson.     {Earl 
of  Donoughmore,) 

WiLLLAM  Garr  Viscount  Beresford. 

William   Thomas    Viscount    Clancarty. 
{Earl  of  Clancarty.) 

Stapleton  Viscount  Gombermere. 

Gharles  John  Viscount  Gannino. 

Gharles  John  Viscount  Ganterbury^ 

John  Viscount  Ponsonby. 

Rowland  Viscount  Hill. 

Henry  Viscount  HardInge^ 

Hugh  Viscount  G0UGH4 

Gharles  James  Bishop  of  London. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Durham. 

Gharles  Richard  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

John  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Ghristopher  Bishop  of  BangoA. 

Hugh  Bishop  of  GARLisLii. 

George  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

James  Henry  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and 
Bristol. 

Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

Gharles  Thomas  Bishop  of  Rifon. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

George  Bishop  of  Peterborough; 

GoNNOP  Bishop  of  St.  David 's< 

Henry  Bishop  of  Worcester* 

AsHURST  Turner  Bishop  of  GmcHEiiTER. 

John  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

Thomas  Bishop  of  Ely. 

Samuel  Bishop  of  Oxford. 


Thomas  Vowler  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 

James  Prince  Bishop  of  Manchester. 

Renn  Dickson  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

John  Bishop  of  Ghester. 

Samuel  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Derry  and  Raphoe. 

Robert  Bishop  of  Down,   Gonnor,  and 
Dromore. 

William  Bishop  of  Limerick,  Ardfert, 
AND  Aghadoe. 

William  Lennox  Lascelles  Lord  De  Rob. 

Jacob  Lord  Hastings. 

George  Edward  Lord  Audley. 

Peter    Robert    Lord    Willoughby    ds 
Eresby. 

Thomas  Lord  Dacre. 

Gharles  Rodolph  Lord  Glinton. 

Thomas  Lord  Gamoys. 

Miles  Thomas  Lord  Beaumont. 

Gharles  Lord  Stourton. 

Henry  Lord  Berners. 

Henry  Peyto  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke. 

George  Lord  Vaux  of  Harrowden. 

Henry  Lord  Paget. 

St.  Andrew  Beauchamp  Lord  St*  John  of 
Bletso. 

Gharles  Augustus  Lord  Howard  de  Wal* 

DEN. 

William  Francis  Henry  Lord  Petre. 

Frederick  Benjamin  Lord  Saye  and  Sele. 

Henry  Benedict  Lord  Arundell  of  War- 
dour. 

John  Lord  Glifton.     {Earl  of  Damley.) 

Joseph  Thaddeus  Lord  Dormer. 

George  Henry  Lord  Teynham. 

George  William  Lord  Stafford. 

George  Anson  Lord  Byron. 

William  Lord  Ward. 

Hugh  GhaRlbs  Lord  Glifford  of  Ghud- 

LEIGH. 

Alexander  George  Lord  Saltoun.  {Elect- 
ed for  Scotland.) 

John  Lord  Gray.   {Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Gharles    Lord   Sinclair.      {Elected  for 
Scotland,) 

John  Lord  Elphinstone.      {Elected  for 
Scotland,) 

John  Lord  Rollo.  {Elected for  Scotland,) 

Henry  Francis  Lord  Polwarth.  {Elected 
for  Scotland,) 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS 


Edhukd  Lord  Botlb.    {Earl  of  Cork  and 
Orrery.) 

Thomas  Robert  Lord  Hat.     {Earl  of 
Kinnoul.) 

DiOBT  Lord  MiDDLETON. 

William  John  Lord  Monson. 

Heitbt  Lord  Montfobt. 

Obobob  William  Fbederiok  Lord  Bbugb. 

George  John  Brabazon  Lord  Ponsonbt. 
{Earl  of  Besshorough.) 

Oeoboe  John  Lord  Sondes. 

Nathaniel  Lord  Sgarsdale. 

Oborge  Lord  Boston. 

Henrt  Edward  Lord  Holland. 

George  James  Lord  Lotel  and  Holland. 
{Earl  of  Egmont) 

George  John  Lord  Vernon. 

George  Douglas  Lord  Sitndridgb.  {Duke 
of  Argyll) 

Edward  William  Lord  Hawke. 
Thomas  Henrt  Lord  Folet. 
George  Talbot  Lord  Dtnetor. 
Thomas  Lord  Walsingham. 
William  Lord  Bagot. 
Charles  Lord  Southampton. 
Fletcher  Lord  Grantlet. 

Robert  Dennett  Lord  Rodnet. 

RiOHARD  Noel  Lord  Berwick. 

John  Lord  Sherborne. 

Henrt  Lord  Ttrone.    {Marquesi  of  Wa- 
ierford,) 

Richard  Lord  Carleton.  {Earl  of  Shan- 
non,) 

Edward  Lord  Suffield. 

Gut  Lord  Dorchester. 

George  Lord  Kenton. 

Richard  Lord  Bratbrooke. 

George  Hamilton  Lord  Fisherwick.  {Mar- 
quess of  Donegal.) 

James  Lord  Douglas  of  Douglas. 

Henrt  Hall  Lord  Gage.  ( Viscount  Oage.) 

Henrt  Thomas  Lord  Thurlow. 

Robert  John  Lord  Auckland. 

George  William.  Lord  Ltttelton, 

Henrt  Lord  Mendip.    ( Viscouni  Clifden.) 

Francis  Lord  Stuart  of  Castle  Stuart. 
{Earl  of  Moray.) 

Randolph    Lord    Stewart    of   Gabubs. 
{Earl  of  Qalloway.) 

Jambs  Thomas  Lord  Saltersford.    {Earl 
of  Courtown.) 


Charles  Lord  Bbodriok.  (TMCotitilJIufitf- 
ton.) 

George  Lord  Calthorpb. 

Robert  John  Lord  Carrington. 

Henrt  Lord  Batning. 

William  Powlett  Lord  Bolton. 

John  Lord  Wodehouse. 

John  Lord  Northwick. 

Thomas  Atherton  Lord  Lilford. 

Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale. 

John  Lord  Fitzgibbon.    {Earl  of  Clare.) 

CadwalladerDayis  Lord  Blatnet.  {Elect- 
ed for  Ireland.) 

Henrt  Lord  Farnham.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

John  Catendish  Lord  E^ilmaine.  {Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Robert  Lord  Clonbbock.  {Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Edward  Lord  Crofton.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Henrt  Lord  Dunallet.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Etre  Lord  Clarina.  {Elected for  Irdand.) 

Henrt  Francis  Setmour  Lord  Moobb. 
{Marquess  of  Drogheda.) 

John  Henrt  Loftus  Lord  Loftus.  (Jlbr- 
quess  of  Ely.) 

John  Lord  Cartsfort.  {Earl  of  Carysfori.) 

William  Lord  Alyanlet. 

George  Ralph  Lord  Abercrombt. 

John  Thomas  Lord  Redesdale. 

George  Lord  Rivers. 

Arthur  Motses  William  Lord  Sandts. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Charlbb 
Lord  Sheffield.     {Earl  of  Sheffield.) 

Dayid  Montagu  Lord  Erskine, 

George  John  Lord  Mont  Eagle.  {Mar- 
quess of  Sligo.) 

Archibald  William  Lord  Ardrossan. 
{Earl  of  Eglintoun.) 

James  Lord  Lauderdale.  {Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale,) 

George  Arthur  Hastings  Lord  Granabd. 
{Earl  of  Oranard.) 

Hungerford  Lord  Crewe. 

Alan  Legge  Lord  Gardner. 

John  Thomas  Lord  Manners. 

John  Alexander  Lord  Hopetoun.  {Earl 
of  Hopetoun.) 

Richard  Lord  Castlemaine.  {Elected  for 
Ireland.) 


SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


Oeoboe  Lord  Meldsum.  {Mar^ptm  of 
Huntly*) 

James  Lord  Rosa.    {Sari  of  OUugow.) 

William  WnjLoiroHBT  Lord  Gbinsiead. 
{Earl  of  EnnishineH.) 

William  Hekbt  Tennisqn  Lord  Foxfokd. 
{Earl  of  Limtriek.) 

Francis  Oeoboe  Lord  Cbubghzll. 

Frederic  James  Lord  MELBauRNB.  {Yxs- 
count  Melhoufme,) 

Geobos  Fbancis  Robebt  Lord  Habbis. 

Chables  Lord  Colchesteb. 

William  Schombebo  Robebt  Lord  Keb. 
{Marquess  of  Lothian.) 

Fbancis  Nathaniel  Lord  Minsteb.  {Mot- 
qu§ss  Con^ngham,) 

John  Lord  Ormonde.  {Marquess  of  Or- 
numde,) 

Francis  Lord  Wemtss.  {BarlofWemyss.) 

Robebt  Lord  Clanbbassill.  {Earl  of 
Boden,) 

fU>BEsa  LordEiNOSTON.  {Earl  of  Kingston.) 

Edwabd  Michael  Lord  Silchester.  {Earl 
of  Longford.) 

Georob  Augustus  Federiok  John  Lord 
Glenlyon.  {In  another  place  as  Earl 
Strange.)    {Duke  of  Athol.) 

Willluc  Lord  Martborough.  {Ectrl  of 
Moming^on.) 

John  Lord  Oriel«  ( Visoouni  Mauareene 
and  Ferrard.) 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Rayenswobtb. 

Thomas  Lord  Delamere. 

John  George  Weld  Lord  Forester. 

John  James  Lord  Rayleigh. 

Ulysses  Lord  Downes.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Nicholas  Lord  Bexley. 

Robert  Francis  Lord  Gifford. 

Percy  Clinton  Sydney  Lord  Penshurst. 
{Viscount  Strangford.) 

UucK  John  Lord  Somerhill.     {Marquess 

of  Clanricarde.) 
James  Lord  Wigan.  {Earl  of  Balcarres.) 

Thomas  Lord  Ranfurly.  {Earl  of  Ban- 
furly.) 

George  Lord  De  Tabley. 

John  Lord  Wharncuffe. 

William  Lord  Fetersham. 

John  Singleton  Lord  Ltndhurst. 

James  Lord  Fife.     {Earl  of  Fife.) 

John  Henry  Lord  Tentebden. 

WiLUAM  CoNYNGHAM  Lord  Plunket. 


Thomas  Lord  Helros.    {Earl  of  Hai^ 

dington.) 

Henry  Richard  Charles  Lord  Cowley, 

William  Lord  Heytesbury. 

Archibald  John  Lord  Rosebbry.     (Earl 
of  Bosehery.) 

Richard  Lord  Clanwhuam.     {Earl  of 
(Jlanwilliam.) 

Edward  Lord  Skelmbrsdalb. 

William  Samuel  Lord  Wynford. 

Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Yauz. 

WnjjAM  Henry  Lwd  Eilmarnook.    {Earl 
of  ErroLl.) 

Arthur  James  Lord  Fingall.    {Earl  of 
Fingall.) 

Charles  William  Lord  Sefton.  (Earl  of 
Sefton.) 

Nathaniel  Lord  Clements.  {Earl  of  Let- 
trim.) 

George  Willum  Fox  Lord  Rossie.  {Lord 
Kinnaird.) 

Thomas  Lord  Ebnub.  {Marquess  of  HeaJ^ 

fort.) 

John  Chambbe  Lord  Chawobth.  {Earl  of 
Metxth.) 

Chables  Adolphus  Lord  Dunmobe.   {Earl 

of  Dunmore.) 
Robebt    Montgomeby    Lord    Hamilton. 

{Lord  Belha/em  and  Stenton.) 

John  Hobabt  Lord  Howden. 

William  Lord  Panmube. 

Geobge  Wabwick  Lord  Poltimobb. 

Edward  Pbice  Lord  Mostyn. 

Henby  Spbnceb  Lord  Temflemobe. 

William  Lewis  Lord  Dinobben. 

Valentine  Bbowne  Lord  Cloncubby. 

James  Lord  De  Saumabez. 

Fbancis  Godolphin  Lord  Godolfhin. 

Lucius  Lord  Hunsdon.  ( Viscount  Falk- 
land.) 

Edwabd  Geoffbey  Lord  Stanley. 

Thomas  Lord  Denman. 

Robebt  Campbell  Lord  Abingeb. 

Philip  Chables  Lord  De  LIsle 
ley. 

William  Bingham  Lord  Asiebubton 

Chables  Lord  Glenelg. 

Edwabd  John  Lord  Hathebton. 

Abchibald  Lord  Woblingkam.  {In  ano- 
ther place  a&  Lord  Acheson.)  {Earl  of 
Oosford.) 

Chables  Chbistopheb  Lord  Cottenham. 
{In  another  place  as  Lord  Chancellor.) 
Henby  Lord  Langdale. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


Edward  Berkelet  Lord  Portman, 

Thomas  Alexander  Lord  Loyat. 

William  Bateman  Lord  Batemak. 

Francis  Wiluam  Lord  Charlemont.  {In 
another  place  (ts  Earl  of  Charlemont,) 

Francis  Alexander  Lord  Eintore»  [Ear^l 
of  Kintore.) 

CoRNELnis  Lord  Lismore.  ( Viscount  Lis- 
more.) 

Henrt  Robert  Lord  Rossmore. 
Robert  Shapland  Lord  Carew. 
William  Francis  Spencer  Lord  De  Mau- 

LETk 

John  Lord  Wrotteslet. 
Charles  Lord  Sudelet. 
Frederick  Henrt  Paul  Lord  Methuen. 

Frederic  James  Lord  Beauyale.  (In  an- 
other place  as  Lord  Melbourne,)  ( Vis- 
count Melbourne,) 

John  Thomas  Lord  STANLEt  of  ALderlet. 
Henrt  Lord  Stuart  de  Decies. 
Chandos  Lord  Leigh. 
Paul  Beilbt  Lord  Wbnlock. 


Charles  Lord  Luroan. 

Nicholas  William  Lord  Oolborne. 

Arthur  Lord  Db  Fretne. 

James  Lord  Dunpermune. 

Thomas  Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon. 

John  Lord  Seaton. 

Edward  Arthur  Wellington  Lord  Keanb. 

John  Lord  Campbell. 

John  Lord  Oxenpoord.     (Earl  of  Stair.) 

Valentine  Lord  Eenmare.  (Earl  of  Ken- 
mare,) 
Charles  Crespignt  Lord  Vivian. 
John  Lord  Congleton. 

Archibald  Lord  Acheson.     (In  another 

place  as  Lord  Worlingham,)     {Barl  of 

Oosford,) 

Richard  Lord  Dartret.  (Lord  Gremome.) 

Richard  Bulkelet  Philipps  Lord  MiL- 

F0RD» 

Edward  John  Lord  Eddisburt 

James  Lord  Elgin.     (Earl  of  Elgin  and 
Kincardine,) 

Frederic    Temple     Lord     Clandbbote. 
Lord  Duferin  and  Clandeboye.) 


Mem. — According  to  the  Usage  of  Parliament,  when  the  Souse  appoints  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  Hamed  in  the  Order  of  their  Bank, 
beginning  %cith  the  Highest;  and  so,  when  the  Howe  sends  a  Committee  to  a  Con- 
ference with  the  Commxms,  the  Lord  highest  in  Bank  is  called  fvrst,  and  the  rest  go 
forth  in  like  Order:  But  when  the  Whole  Howe  is  called  over  for  any  Purpose  within 
the  Howe,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster  Hall,  or  upon  any 
public  Solemnity,  the  Call  begins  invariably  with  the  Junior  Bivron, 
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ABINGDON. 
Sir  Frederic  Tbesiger,  knt. 

ANDOVER. 
Henry  Beaumont  Coles, 
William  Cubitt. 

ANGLESEY. 
Sir  Richard  Bulkeley  Wil- 
liams Bulkeley,  bt. 
ARUNDEL. 
Hon.  Henry  Granville  (Fitz- 
alan  Howard)  Barl  of  Ar- 
undel and  Surrey. 
ASHBURTON. 
Thomas  Matbeson. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LINE. 
Charles  Hindley. 

AYLESBURY. 
Quintin  Dick, 

Hon.  George  (Nugent  Gren- 
yille)  Lord  Nugent. 

BANBURY. 
Henry  William  Tancred. 

BARNSTAPLE. 
Richard  Bremridge, 
Hon.  John  William  Fortes- 
cue. 

BATH. 
Hon.  Anthony  (Ashley  Coo- 
per) Lord  Ashley, 
Hon.  Adam  (Duncan)  Vis- 
count Duncan. 

BEAUMARIS. 
Hon.  (George  Augustus  Fre- 
derick Paget)  Lord  G.  A. 
P.  Paget. 

BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Hon.  John  Hume  (Cust)  Vis- 
count Alford, 
Francis     Charles    Hastings 
Russell. 

BEDFORD. 
Sir  Harry  Verney,  bt., 
Henry  Stuart. 


BERKSHIRE. 
Robert  Palmer, 
Rt.  hon.  William  (Keppel) 

Viscount  Barrington, 
Philip  Pusey. 

BERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 
Matthew  Forster, 
John  Campbell  Renton, 

BEVERLEY. 
John  Towneley, 
Sackville  Walter  Lane  Fox. 

BEWDLEY. 
Hon.  William  Drogo  (Monta- 
gue) Viscount  Mandeviile. 

BIRMINGHAM. 
George  Frederick  Muntz, 
William  Scholefield. 

BLACKBURN. 
John  Hornby, 
James  Pilkington. 

BODMIN. 
James  Wyld, 
Henry  Charles  Lacy 

BOLTON-LE-MOORS. 
Stephen  Blair. 
Sir  Joshua  Walmsley,  knt. 

BOSTON. 
Hon.  Dudley  Andehion  Pel- 
ham, 
Benjamin  Bond  Cabbell. 

BRADFORD. 
William  Busfeild, 
Thomas  Perronet  Thompson. 

BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 
Joseph  Bailey. 

BRECON. 
John  Lloyd  Vaughan  Wat- 
kins. 

BRIDGENORTH. 
Thos.  Charlton  Whitmore, 
Sir  Robert  Pigot,  bt. 


BRIDGEWATER. 
Charles  Jn.  Kemys  Tynte, 
Henry  Broadwood. 
BRIDPORT. 
Alexander     Dundas     Ross 

Wishart  Baillie  Cochrane, 
Thomas  Alexander  Mitchell. 

BRIGHTHELMSTONE. 
Sir  George  Richard  Pechell, 

bt. 
Hon.  (Alfred  Hervey)  Lord 

A.  Hervey. 

BRISTOL. 

Hon.  Francis  Henry  Fitz- 
hardinge  Berkeley, 

Philip     William     Skynner 
Miles. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Caledon  George  Du  Pre, 

Hon.  Charles  Compton  Ca- 
vendish, 

Benjamin  Disraeli. 

BUCKINGHAM. 

Hon.  Richard  Plantage- 
net  Campbell  (Chandos- 
Grenville)  Marquess  of 
Chandos, 

John  Hall. 

BURT. 

Richard  Walker. 

BURY  ST.  EDMUND'S. 

Rt.  hon.  Frederick  William 
(Hervey)  Earl  Jermyn, 

Edward  Herbert  Bunbury. 

CALNE. 
Hon.    Henry   Petty    (Fitz- 
maurice)   Earl    of    SheU 
bume. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Hon.  Eliot  Thomas  Yorke, 
Richard  Greaves  Townley, 
Hon.  (George  John  Manners) 
Lord  G.  J.  Manners. 
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CAMBRIDGE  (UNIVERSITY). 

Hon.  Charles  Ewan  Law, 

Rt.  hon.  Henry  Goulbum. 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Robert  Alexander  Shafto 
Adair, 

Hon.  William  Frederick 
Campbell. 

CANTERBURY. 

Hon.  (Albert  Denison  Deni* 
son)  Lord  A.  D.  Denison, 

Hon.  George  Angustns  Fre- 
derick Percy  Sydney 
Smytbe. 

CARDIFF. 

Rt.  bon.  Jobn  Nicboll. 

CARDIGANSHIRE. 
William  Edward  Powell. 

CARDIGAN. 
Pryse  Loveden 

CARLISLE. 
William  Nicholson  Hodgson, 
Philip  Henry  Howard. 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
Hon.     George    Rice    Rice 

Trevor, 
David     Arthur      Saunders 

Davies. 

CARMARTHEN. 
David  Morris. 

CARNARVONSHIRE. 
Hon.  Edward  Gordon  Dou|^ 
las  Pennant. 

CARNARVON. 
William  Bulkeley  Hughes. 

CHATHAM. 

Rt.   hon.    George    Stevens 

(Byng)  Viscount  Enfield. 

CHELTENHAM. 

Chaiies    Lennox    Grenville 

Berkeley. 

CHESHIRE. 
{Northern  Divmam.) 
William  Tatton  Egerton, 
George  Cornwall  Legb. 

( Southern  Divieion.) 
Sir  Philip  de  Malpas  Grey 
•   Egerton,  bt., 
John  Tollemacbe. 

CHESTER. 
Hon.  Hugh    Lupus   (Gros- 

venor)  Earl  Grosvenor, 
Sir  John  Jervis,  knt. 

CHICHESTER. 
John  Abel  Smith, 
Hon.  (George  Charles  Henry 

Gordon  Lennox)  Lord  G. 

C.  H.  G.  Lennox. 
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CHIPPENHAM. 
Joseph  Neeld, 
Henry  George  Boldero. 

CHRISTCHURCH. 
Hon.  Edward  Alfred  John 
Harris. 

CIRENCESTER. 
John  Randolph  Mullings, 
Hon.  George  Augustus  Fre- 
derick (Villiers)  Viscount 
Villiers. 

CLITHEROE. 
Matthew  Wilson. 

COCKERMOUTH. 
Henry  Aglionby  Aglionby, 
Edward  Horsman. 

COLCHESTER. 
Sir  George  Henry  Smyth,  bt. , 
Joseph  Alfred  HardeasUQ, 

CORNWALL. 

{Eastern  JDiviwm,) 

William  Henry  Pole  Carew, 

Thomas  James  Agar   Ro- 

bartes. 

( Western  JDtvuum.) 
Edward     William     Wynne 

Pendarves, 
Sir  Charles  Lemon,  bt. 

COVENTRY, 
Rt.  hon.  Edward  Ellice, 
George  James  Turner. 

CRICKLADE. 
John  Neeld, 

Ambrose   Lethbridge  God- 
dard. 

CUMBERLAND. 

{Eastern  Division.) 

Hon.     Charles    Wentworth 

George  Howard, 
William  Marshall. 

{Western  Division.) 
Edward  Stanley, 
Henry  Lowther. 

DARTMOUTH. 
George  Moffatt. 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 
Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn, 
Hon.  William  Bagot. 

DENBIGH. 
Frederick  Richard  West. 

DERBYSHIRE. 
{Northern  Division,) 
Hon.  George  Henry  Caven- 
dish, 
WiUiam  Evans. 

( Southern  Division.) 
William  Mundy, 
CbarlM  Robert  Colville. 


DERBY. 
Michael  Thomas  Bass, 
Lawrence  Heyworth. 

DEVIZES. 
George    Hen^age    Walker 

Heneage, 
James    Bucknall    Bucknall 

Estcourt. 

DEVONPORT. 
Henry  Tufnell, 
Sir  John  Romilly,  ki. 

DEVONSHIRE. 
{Northern  DioisionJ) 
Sir  ThomasDyke  Acland^bt. , 
Lewis  William  Buck. 

{Southern  Division,) 
Sir     John     Buller    Tarde 

Buller,  bt. 
Sir  Ralph  Lopes,  bt. 

DORCHESTER. 
Rt.    hon.     George    Lionel 

Dawson  Damer» 
Henry  Gerard  Sturt. 

DORSETSHIRE. 
George  Bankes, 
Henry  Ker  Seymer^ 
John  Floyer. 

DOVOR. 
Edward  Royd  Rice, 
Rt.hon.  Sir  George  Clerk,  bt. 

DROrrWICH. 
Sir  John  Somerset  Faking- 
ton,  bt. 

DUDLEY* 
John  Benbow. 

DURHABl 
{Northern  DtvisionJ) 
Robert  Dunoombe  Shafto, 
Hon.  George   Henry  Bob-* 
ert  Charles  (Yane)  Via- 
count  Seaham. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Hon.  (Harry  George  Vane) 

Lord  H.  G.  Vane, 
James  Farrer. 

DURHAM  (CITY). 
Thomas  Colpitts  Granger, 
Henry  John  Spearman. 

ESSEX. 
{Northern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Tyssen  TyreU,  bt., 
William  Beresford. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Thomas  William  Bramston, 
Sir  Edward  North  Buxton, 
bt. 


Luiof 

EVESHAM. 
Rt.  bon.  (Arthur  Marem  Cecfl 

Hill),  Lord  A.  M.  C.  Hill- 
Sir    Henry    Pollard    Wil, 

loughby,  bt. 

EXETER. 
Sir   Jobn    Thomas   Bullw 

Duckworth,  bt., 
Edward  Divett. 

EYE. 
Sir  Edward  Kerrison,  bt. 

FINSBURT. 
Thomas  Waklej, 
Thos.  Slingsby  Duncombe. 

FLINTSHIRE. 
Hon.  Edward  Mostyn  Lloyd 
Mostyn. 

FLINT. 
Sir  John  Hanmer,  bt. 

FROME. 
Hon.  Robert  Edward  Boyle. 

GATESHEAD. 
William  Hutt. 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
Hon.  Edward  Richard  Wynd- 

ham     (Wyndham     Quin) 

Viscount  Adare, 
Christopher     Rice     Hansel 

Talbot. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

(EaMUmDwitian,) 

Christopher    William    Cod- 

riugton, 
Hon.    Henry  Charles  Fits- 
roy  (Somerset)  Marquess 
of  Worcester. 

Robert  Blagden  Hale, 
Hon.        George       Charles 

Grantley       Fitzhardinge 

Berkeley. 

GLOUCESTER. 
Henry  Thomas  Hope, 
Hon.     Maurice     Frederick 
Fitshardinge  Berkeley. 

GRANTHABC 
Glynne  Earle  Welby, 
Hon.  Frederick  James  Tol- 
lemaehe. 

GREENWICH. 
James      Whitley       Deans 

Dundas, 
Edward  George  Barnard. 

GRIMSBY  (GREAT). 
Edward  Heneage. 

GUILDFORD. 
Henry  Currie, 
Ross  Donnelly  Mangles. 
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HALIFAX. 
Henry  Edwards, 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Charles  Wood, 
bt. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

(Nortkem  Divmom,) 

Rt.  hon.  Charles  Shaw  Le- 

fevre, 
Melville  Portal. 

{Southern  Dwrninu) 
Hon.     (Charles    Wellesley) 

Lord  C.  Wellesley, 
Henry  Combe  Compton. 

HARWICH. 
John  Bagshaw, 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  John  Cam  Hob- 
house,  bt. 

HASTINGS. 
Robert  Hollond, 
Musgraye  Briscoe. 

HAVERFORDWEST. 
John  Evans. 

HELSTON. 
Sir      Richard      Rawlinaon 
Vyvyan,  bt. 

HEREFORDSHIRE, 
Joseph  Bailey,  jun., 
Francis    Richard     Haggitt 

Wegg  Prosser, 
Oeorge  Comewall  Lewis. 

HEREFORD. 
Sir  Robert  Price,  bt., 
Henry  Morgan  Clifford. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Sir  Henry  Meuz,  bt., 
Thomas  Plumer  Habey, 
Thomas  Brand. 

HERTFORD. 
Hon.   Philip  Henry  (Stan- 
he^)  Viscount  Mahon, 
Hon.  William  Francis  Cow- 
per. 

HONITON. 
Joseph  Locke, 
Sir  James  Weir  Hogg,  bt. 

HORSHAM. 
Hon.  (Edward  Howard)  Lord 
E.  Howard. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 
William  Rookes  Crompton 
Stansfield. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
Edward  Fellowes, 
George  Thomhill. 

HUNTINGDON. 
Jonathan  Peel, 
.Thomas  Baring. 


HTTHE. 
Edward  Drake  Brockman. 

IPSWICH. 
John  Cherallier  Cobbold, 
Hugh  Edward  Adair. 

KENDAL. 
Oeorge  Carr  Glyn. 

KENT. 
(Eoitern  Divitum.) 

John  Pemberton  Plumptre^ 

William  Deedes. 

( Weiiem  Dwisum,) 
Sir  Edmund  Filmer,  bt., 
Thomas  Law  Hodges. 

KIDDERMINSTER 
John  Best. 

KING'S  LYNN. 
Hon.  Edward  Henry  Stanley, 
Hon.  Robert  (Jocelyn)  Vis* 
count  Jocelyn. 

KINGSTON-UPON-HUU^ 
James  Clay, 
Right  hon.  Matthew  Talbot 

Biunes* 

KNARESB0R0U6H. 
Hon.  William  Saunders  Se- 
bright LasceUes, 
Joshua  Proctor  Westhead. 

LAMBETH. 
Charles  Pearson, 
Rt.  hon.  Charles  Tennyson 
D'Eyncourt. 

LANCASHIRE. 
{Northern  Dwittoa.) 
John  wUson  Patten, 
James  Heywood. 

{Southern  DiomotL) 
William  Brown, 
Alexander  Henry. 

LANCASTER. 
Robert  Baynes  Annstrong* 
Thomas  Greene. 

LAUNCESTON. 
William  Bowles. 

LEEDS. 
William  Beckett, 
James  Garth  Marshall. 

LEICESTERSHIRE. 
{Northan  Dimrion,) 

Hon.  (Charles  Henry  So* 
merset  Manners)  Lord 
C.  H.  S.  Manners, 

Edward  Basil  Famham. 

{Southern  DivUion.) 
Sir  Henry  Halford,  bt., 
Charles  William  Packe. 
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LEICESTER. 
Richard  Harris, 
John  Ellis. 

LEOMINSTER. 
George  Arkwright, 
Frederick  Feel. 

LEWES. 
Hon.  Henry  Fitzroy, 

Robert  Ferfect. 

LICHFIELD. 

Hon.  (Alfred  Henry  Faget) 
Lord  A.  H.  Faget, 

Hon.  Thomas  W&am  (An- 
son) Viscount  Anson. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

{Parts  ofLindsetf.) 
Robert  Adam  Christopher, 
Sir  Montague  John  C holme- 
ley,  bt. 

{Parts  ofKesteven  and 

Holland.) 

Hon.  William  AUeyne  (Cecil) 

Lord  Burghley, 
Sir  John  TroUope,  bt. 

LINCOLN. 
Charles  De  Laet  Waldo  Sib- 
thorp, 
Thomas  Benjamin  Hobhouse. 

LISKEARD. 
Richard  Budden  Crowder. 

LIVERPOOL. 
Edward  Card  well. 
Sir  Thomas  Bernard  Birch, 
bt. 

LONDON. 
Rt.     hon.     (John    Russell) 

Lord  J.  Russell, 
Sir  James  Duke,  bt., 
Lionel  Nathan  (Baron)  De 

Rothschild, 
John  Masterman. 

LUDLOW. 
Henry  Bayley  Clive, 
Henry  Salwey. 

LYME  REGIS. 
Thomas  Neville  Abdy. 

LYMINGTON. 
Hon.  George  Thomas  Kep- 

pel, 
William  Alexander  Mackin- 
non. 

MACCLESFIELD. 
John  Brocklehurst,  jun., 
John  Williams. 

MAIDSTONE. 
Alexander  James  Beresford 

Hope, 
George  Dodd. 

MALDON. 
David  Waddington, 
Thomas  Barrett  Lennard* 
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MALMESBURY. 
Hon.  James  Kenneth  How- 
ard. 

MALTON. 
John  Walbanke  Childers, 
John  Evelyn  Denison. 

MANCHESTER. 
Rt.    hon.    Thomas    Milner 

Gibson, 
John  Bright. 

MARLBOROUGH. 

Hon.  (Ernest  Augustus 
Charles  Brudenell  Bruce) 
Lord  E.  A.  C.  B.  Bruce, 

Henry  Bingham  Baring. 

MARLOW  (GREAT). 
Thomas  Peers  Williams, 
Brownlow  William  Knox. 

MARYLEBONE. 
Hon.  (Dudley  Coutts  Stuart) 

Lord  D.  C.  Stuart, 
Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  bt. 

MERIONETHSHIRE. 
Richard  Richards. 


MERTHYR  TYDVIL. 
Sir  Josiah  John  Guest,  bt. 

MIDDLESEX. 
Rt.   hon.    (Robert    Grosve- 

nor)  Lord  R.  Grosvenor, 
Ralph  Bemal  Osborne. 

MIDHURST. 
Spencer  Horatio  Walpole. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
Charles   Octavius   Swinner- 

ton  Morgan, 
Edward  Arthur  Somerset. 

MONMOUTH. 
Reginald  James  Blewitt. 

MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
Rt.    hon.    Charles   Watkin 
Williams  Wynn. 

MONTGOMERY. 
David  Pugh. 

MORPETH. 
Hon.  Edward  George  Gran- 
tille  Howard. 

NEWARK^UPON^TRENT. 
Hon.  John  Henry  Thomas 

Manners  Sutton, 
John  Stuart. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER.LYME. 
Samuel  Christy, 
William  Jackson. 

NEWCASTLE*UPON*TYNE. 
WiUiam  Ord, 
Thomas  Emerson  Headlam. 


NEWPORT. 
William    Henry    Chichelej 

Plowden, 
Charles  Wykeham  Martin. 

NORFOLK. 
{Eastern  I}wtsum,) 
Henry  Negus  Burroughes, 
Edmund  Wodehouse. 

( Western  Division. ) 
William  Bagge, 
Hon.  Edward  Keppell  Went- 
worth  Coke. 

NORTHALLERTON. 
William  Battye  Wrightson. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
{Northern  Dufision,) 
Thomas  Philip  Maunsell, 
Stafford  Augustus  O'Brien 

Stafford. 

{Southern  DurisUm.) 
Sir  Charles  Knightley,  bt., 
Richard  Henry  Richard  How« 
ard  Vyse. 

NORTHAMPTON. 
Raikes  Currie, 
Rt.    Hon.    Robert    Vemon 
Smith. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 
{Northern  Division,) 

Rt.  hon.  Sir  George  Grey.bt., 
Hon.  Charles  (Bennett)  Lord 
Ossulston. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Matthew  Bell, 
Savile  Craven  Henry  Ogle. 

NORWICH. 
Samuel  Morton  Peto, 
Hon.  Arthur  Richard  (Wel- 
lesley)  Marquess  of  Douro. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
{Northern  Division.) 
Thomas  Houldsworth, 
Hon.   (Henry  William    Ca- 
vendish   Bentinck)    Lord 
H.  W.  C.  Bentinck. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Robert  Bromley, 
Thomas  Blackbume  Thorn- 
ton Hildyard. 

NOTTINGHAM. 
John  Walter, 
Feargus  O'Connor. 

OLDHAM. 
William  Johnson  Fox, 
John  Duncuft. 
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OXFORDSHIRE. 
Hon.      Montague     (Bertie) 

Lord  Norreys, 
George    Granville    Vernon 

Harcourt, 
Joseph  Warner  Henley, 

OXFORD  (CITY). 
James  Haughton  Langston, 
William  Page  Wood. 

OXFORD  (UNIVERSITY). 
Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bt., 
Rt.    Hon.    William    Ewart 

Gladstone. 
PEMBROKESHIRE. 
Hon.  John  Frederick  Vaug- 

han  (Campbell)  Viscount 

Emlyn. 

PEMBROKE. 
Sir  John  Owen,  bt. 

PENRYN  AND  FALMOUTH. 
Howell  Gwyn, 
Francis  Mowatt. 

PETERBOROUGH. 
Hon.     George     Wentworth 

Fitzwilliam, 
William  George  Cavchdish. 

PETERSFIELD. 
Sir  William  George  Hylton 
Jolliffe,  bt. 

PLYMOUTH. 
Hon.  Hugh  (Fortescue)  Vis- 
count Ebrington, 
Roundel  Palmer. 

PONTEFRACT. 
Samuel  Martin, 
Richard  Monckton  Milnes. 

POOLE. 
Geoi^e  Richard  Robinson, 
Sir  Greorge  Richard  Philips, 
bt. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Francis  Thorn- 
hill  Baring,  bt., 
Sir  George  Thomas  Staun- 
ton, bt. 

PRESTON. 
Sir  George  Strickland,  bt., 
Charles  Pasco  Grenfell. 

RADNORSHIRE. 
Sir  John  Bonn  Walsh,  bt. 

RADNOR  (NEW). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Frank- 
land  Lewis,  bt. 

READING. 
Francis  Pigott, 
John  Frederick  Stanford. 

REIGATE. 
Hon.  Thomas  Somers  Cocks. 
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RETFORD  (EAST). 
Hon.  Arthur  Buncombe, 
Rt.    Hon.    George   Edward 
Arundell     (Monckton-Ar- 
undell)  Viscount  Galway. 

RICHMOND. 
Henry  Rich, 
Marmaduke  Wyyill,  jun. 

RIPON. 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  James  Robert 

Graham,  bt., 
Hon.  Edwin  Lascelles. 

ROCHDALE. 
William      Sharman    Craw- 
ford. 

ROCHESTER. 
Ralph  Bemal, 
Thomas  Twisden  Hodges. 

RUTLANDSHIRE. 
Gilbert  John  Heathcote, 
Hon.  Gerard  James  Noel. 

RYE. 
Herbert  Mascall  Curteis. 

ST.  ALBAN'S. 
Alexander  Raphael, 
George  William  John  Rep- 
ton. 

ST.  IVES. 
Hon.  (William  John  Frede- 
ric) Lord  W.  J.  F.  Pow- 
lett. 

SALFORD. 

Joseph  Brotherton. 

SALISBURY. 

William  James  Chaplin, 
Charles  Baring  WaU. 

SALOP,  OB  SHROPSHIRE. 
{Northern  Division.) 
William  Ormsby  Gore, 
John  Whitehall  Dod. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Hon.  Robert  Henry  Clive, 
Hon.  Orlando  George  Chas. 

(Bridgeman)        Viscount 

Newport. 

SANDWICH. 
Hon.  (Clarence  Edward  Pa- 
get) Lord  C.  E.  Paget, 
Charles  William  Grenfell. 

SCARBOROUGH. 

Sir  John  Vanden  Bempde 
Johnstone,  bt., 

Hon.  George  Augustus  Con- 
stantino Henry  (Phipps) 
Earl  of  Mulgrave. 

SHAFTESBURY. 
Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan. 


Memheri. 

SHEFFIELD. 
John  Parker, 
John  Arthur  Roebuck. 

SHIELDS  (SOUTH). 
John  Twizell  Wawn. 

SHOREHAM  (NEW). 

Sir  Charles  Merrik  Burrelly 
bt., 

Hon.  (Alexander  Francis 
Charles  Gordon  Lennox) 
Lord  A.  F.  C.  G.  Len- 
nox. 

SHREWSBURY. 
Edward  Holmes  Baldock, 
Robert  Aglionby  Slaney. 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

{Eastern  Division,) 
William  Miles, 
William  Pinney. 

( Western  Division.) 
Charles  Aaron  Moody, 
Sir  Alexander  Hood,  bt. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 
Alexander  James  Edmund 

Cockbum, 
Brodie  M'Ghie  WiUcox. 

SOUTHWARK. 
John  Humphery, 
Sir     William     MolesworUi, 
bt. 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 
{Northern  Division.) 

Charles  Bowyer  Adderley, 
Hon.  George  Granville  Fran- 
cis    (Egerton)     Viscount 
Brackley. 

{Southern  Division.) 

Hon.  William  Walter  (Legge) 

Viscount  Lewisham, 
Hon.  George  Anson. 

STAFFORD. 
David  Urquhart, 
Thomas  Sidney. 

STAMFORD. 

Hon.  Charles  Cecil  John 
(Manners)  Marquess  of 
Granby, 

Rt.  hon.  John  Charles  Her- 
ries. 

STOCKPORT. 

James  Heald, 
James  Kershaw. 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT. 

John  Lewis  Ricardo, 
William  Taylor  Copeland. 


STROtnX 
William  Heniy  Stanton, 
George  Poidett  Scrope. 

SUFFOLK. 

(EagigmDiviaUm.) 

Bt.  Hon.  Frederick  (Thellua- 

scm)  Lord  Rendleaham, 
Bdward  Sherlock  Gooclu 

(  frdftro  X/i9tnoii.) 
Harry  Spencer  Waddington, 
Fiulp.  Beimet,  jun. 

SUNDERLAND. 
Sir  HedworthWilliaiiison^bt., 
Oeerge  Hudson. 

SURREY. 

Hon.    P^er    Jokn    Locke 

King, 
Thomas  Alcock. 

( VFcttem  jyminom.) 

William  John  Evelyn. 
Henry  Drommond. 

SUSSEX. 
{Eastern  IHoiaUm.) 
Augustas  Elliott  Fuller, 
Chiu-les  Hay  Frewen. 

( Western  Divisum.) 

Hon.  Charles  Henry  (Gordon 

Lennox)  Earl  of  March, 
Richard  Prime. 

SWANSEA. 
John  Henry  Yiyian. 
TAMWORTH. 
Rt.  hon.    Sir  Robert  Ped, 

ht., 
John  Townsend. 

TAUNTON. 
Rt.hon.  Henry  Labouchere, 
Sir  Thomas  Edward  Gole- 
bro<4ce,  bt. 

TAVISTOCK. 
Hon.     Edward     Southwell 

Russell, 
John  Salusbury  Trelawny. 

TEWKESBURY. 
John  Martin, 
Humphrey  Brown. 

TflETFORD. 
Hon.  William  Henry  (Pitz- 

roy)  Earl  of  Euston, 
Hon.  Francis  Baring. 

THIRSK. 
John  Bell. 

TIVERTON. 

John  Heathcoat, 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  John  (Tem- 
ple) Ytscount  Palmerston. 
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TOTNESS. 
Hon.Edward  Adolphus  (Sey- 
mour) Lord  Seymour, 
Oharies  Barry  Bfdd¥mau 
TOWER  HAMLETS. 
George  Thompson, 
Sir  WiUiam  Clay,  bt. 

TRURO. 
John  Ennis  Virian, 
Humphrey  Willyams. 
TTNEMOUTH, 
Ralph  William  Grey. 
WAKEFIELD. 
Geoige  Sandars. 

WALLINGFORD. 
William     Seymour    Black- 
stone. 

WALSALL. 
Hon.  Edward  Richard  Lit- 
tleton. 

WAREHAM. 
John  Samuel  Wanley  Saw- 
bridge  Erie  Drax. 

WARRINGTON. 
Gilbert  Greenall. 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

{Northem  Division.) 

Charles  Newdigate  Newde- 

gate, 
Richard  Spooner. 

(Southern  Division,) 
Hon.  Heneage  (Finch)  Lord 

Guernsey 
Hon.  George  Guy  (Greville) 
Lord  Brooke. 

WARWICK. 
William  Collins, 
Sir  Charles  Eurwicke  Doug- 
las, knt. 

WELLS. 
Rt.    hon.    William     Gt>od- 

enough  Hayter, 
Richard  Blakemore, 
WENLOCK. 
Hon.    George   Cecil  Weld 

Forester, 
James  Milnes  Gaskell. 

WESTBURY, 
James  Wilson. 

WESTMINSTER. 
Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  K.C.B., 
Charles  Lushington. 

WESTMORELAND. 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Lowther, 
William  Thompson. 

WEYMOUTH  AND  MELOOMBE 
REGIS. 

William  Lockyer  Freestun, 

Hon.     Frederick     William 

Child  ViUiers. 


WHITBT. 
Robert  Stephenson. 

WHITEHAVEN. 
Robo-t  Charles  Hildyard. 

WIGAN. 
Hon.  James  Lindsey, 
Ralph  Anthony  Thicknesae. 

WIGHT  (ISLE  OF). 
John  Simeon. 

WILTON. 
Hon.  James  Charles  Her- 
bert Welbore  Ellis  (Agar) 
Viscount  Somerton. 

WILTSHIRE. 
{NorAem  DnrisionJ) 
Walter  Long, 

Thomas  Henry  Sutton  So* 
theron. 

{Southern  Dhfiskm.) 
Rt.  hon.  Sidney  Herb^rt^ 
John  Benett. 

WINCHESTER. 
John  Bonham  Carter, 
Sir  James  Buller  East,  bt. 

WINDSOR. 
George  Alexander  Reid, 
Hon.  (John  Hay)  Lord  J. 
Hay. 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Hon.   Charles  Pelham  Yil. 

liers, 
Thomas  Thomely. 

WOODSTOCK. 
Hon.  John  Winston  (Spen- 
cer Churchill)   Marquess 
ofBlandford. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 
(Eiutem  Division,) 
George  Rushout, 
John  Hodgetts  Hodgetts  Fo- 
ley. 

( Western  Division,) 
Hon.     Henry     Beaucbaoip 

LygOHf 
Frederick  Winn  Ejught. 

WORCESTER. 
Osman  Ricardo, 
Francis  Rufford. 

WYCOMBE  (CHIPPING). 
George  Henry  Dashwood, 
Martin  Tucker  Smith. 

YARMOUTH  (GREAT). 
Charles  Edward  Rumbold, 
Joseph  Sandars. 

YORKSHIRE, 
{North  Riding.) 

Edward    Stillingfleet    Cay- 

ley, 

Hon.  Octayius  Buncombe. 


TORKSHI&fi— «(mltfiiied. 

Heftry  Broadley, 
Rt.  hon.  Beaumont  (Hotkam) 
Lord  Hotlum. 

Beeket  Deniaoiiy 
Richard  Cobden. 
YORK. 

William  Mordaunt  Bdirard 

Mikter, 
John  George  Smyth. 


SCOTLAND. 

ABERDEENSHIRE, 
flon.  William  Gordon. 

ABERDEEN. 
Alexander    Dingwall    For- 
dyce. 

ARGYLLSHIRE. 
Duncan  MacNeHl. 

AYRSHIRE, 
Alexander  Oswald. 
AYR,  hQ, 
Hon.  (Patrick  James  Her- 
bert     Crichton      Stuart) 
Lord  P.  J.  H.  C.  Stuart. 
BANFFSHIRE. 
James  Duff. 

BERWICKSHIRE. 
Hon.  Francis  Scott. 
BUTESHIRE. 
Rt.  hon.   James  Archibald 
Stuart  Wortley. 
CAITHNESS-SHIRE. 
George  Trail. 

CLACKMANNAN  AND 
KINROSS  SHIRES. 
William  Morrison. 

CUPAR,  Ae. 
Edward  Ellice. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE. 
Alexander  Smollett. 

DUMFRIES-SHIRE. 
Hon.     Archibald     William 
(Douglas)  Viscount  Drum- 
lanrig. 

DUMFRIES,  ^. 
William  Ewart. 

DUNDEE. 
George  Duncan. 

DYSART,  Ao. 
Robert  Ferguson. 

EDINBURGHSHIRE. 
Sir  John  Hope,  bt. 

EDINBURGH. 
Charles  Cowan, 
William  Gibson  Craig. 
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ELGINSHIRE  oh  NAIRNE. 
Charles    Lennox   Cionfiiing 
Bruce. 

EIX^IN,  Ae. 
Geoige  Skene  Duff. 

FIFESHIRE. 
John  Fergus. 

FORFARSHIRE. 
Hon.  (John  Frederick  Gor- 
don Hallyburton)  Lord  J. 
F.  Gordon. 

GLASGOW. 
John  M'Grregor, 
Alexander  Hastie. 

GREENOCK. 
Hon.  Willittm  Hugh  ^Ky- 
nynmond)  Viscount  Mel- 
gund. 

HADDINGTONSHIRE. 
Hon.  Francis  Chartens. 

HADDINGTON,  Ac. 
Sir  Henry  Robert  Ferguson 
Davie,  bt. 
INVERNESS-SHIRE. 
Henry  James  Baillie. 
INVERNESS,  Ao. 
Alexander  Matheson. 

KINCARDINESHIRE, 
I  Hon.  Hugh  Arbuthnott. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 
Thomas  Maitland. 

KIRKWALL,  WICK,  Ac, 
James  Loch. 

LANARKSHIRE. 
William  Lockhart. 
LEITH,  Ac. 
Rt.  hon.   Andrew  Ruther- 
furd. 
LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 
George  Dundas. 

LINLITHGOW,  Ac. 
Rt.    hon.    Henry   (Pelham 
Fynes    Pelham    Clinton) 
Earl  of  Lincoln. 

MONTROSE,  Ac. 
Joseph  Hume. 

ORKNEY  Aiw)  SHETLAND. 
Arthur  Anderson. 

PAISLEY. 
Archibald  Hastie. 

PEEBLES-SHIRE. 
William  Forbes  Mackenzie. 

PERTHSHIRE. 
Henry  Home  Drummond. 

PERTH. 
Rt.  hon.  Fox  Maule. 

RENFREWSHIRE. 
William  Mure. 


RENFREW,  Ao. 
Hon.  iSdwtfd  PleydeU  Bm- 
verie, 

ROSS  AND  CROMARTY- 
SHIRES. 
Jamet  Matheson. 

ROXBURGHSHIRE. 
Hon.    John    Edmund    £1« 
Hot. 

SELKIRKSHIRE. 
Allan  Eliott  Lockhart. 
STIRLINGSHIRE. 
William  Forbes. 

STIRLING,  Ao. 
John  Benjamin  Smith. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Sir  David  Dundas,  Knt. 

WIGTONSHIRE. 
John  Dalrymple. 

WIGTON.  Ao. 
Sir  John  MacTaggart,  bt. 

IRELAND. 
ANTRIM. 
Nathaniel  Alexander, 
Sir  Edmund  Charles  Work- 
man  Macnaghten,  bt.» 
ARMAGH. 
Sir  William  Vem^,  bt., 
James  Molyneuz  Canlfield. 

ARMAGH  (CITY), 
John  Dawson  Rawdoo. 

ATHLONE. 
William  Keogh. 

BANDON  BRIDGE. 
Hon.  Francis  (Bernard)  Vis- 
count Bernard. 
BELFAST. 
Robert  James  Tennent, 
Hon.   (John   Ludford  Ohi- 
Chester)  Lord  J.  L.  Chi- 
chester. 

CARLOW. 
Henry  Bruen, 

William  Bunbury  MacClin- 
tock  Bunbury. 
CARLOW  (BOROUGH). 
John  Sadleir. 

CARRICKFERGUS. 
Hon.  Wellington  Henry  Sta- 
pleton  Cotton. 

CASHELL. 
Timothy  O'Brien. 
CAVAN. 
Sir  John  Young,  bt., 
Hon.  James  Pierce  Maxwell. 

CLARE. 
Sir  Lucius  O'Brien, 
William  Nugent  M'Namara, 


lAitof 

CLONMEL. 
Hon.  Cecil  John  Lawless. 

COLERAINE. 
John  Boyd. 

CORK  COUNTY. 
Edmund  Burke  Roche, 
Maurice  Power. 

CORK  (CITY). 
William  Fagan, 
James  Charies  Chatterton. 

DONEGAL. 
Sir  Edmund  Samuel  Hayes, 

bt. 
Thomas  Conolly. 

DOWNSHIRE. 
Rt.  hon.  Frederick  William 
Robert  ( Stewart)  Viscount 
Castlereagh, 
Hon.  (Arthur  Edwin  Hill) 
Lord  A.  E.  HiU. 
DOWNPATRICK. 
Richard  Ker. 

DROGHEDA. 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  William  Mere- 
dyth  Someryille,  bt. 
DUBLIN. 
James  Hans  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Edward  Taylor. 

DUBLIN  (CITY). 
Edward  Grogan, 
John  Reynolds. 

DUBLIN  (UNIVERSITY). 
George  Alex.  Hamilton, 
Joseph  Napier. 

DUNDALK. 
William  Torrens  McOullagh. 

DUNGANNON. 
Hon.  Thomas  (Knox)  Vis- 
count Northland. 

DUNGARVON. 
Rt.hon.  Richard  LalorSheil. 

ENNIS. 
James    Patrick    0*Gorman 
Mahon    (The    0*Gorman 
Mahon). 

ENNISKILLEN. 
Hon.  Henry  Arthur  Cole. 

FERMANAGH. 
Mervyn  Edward  Archdall, 
Sir  Arth.  Brinsley  Brooke,  bt. 

GALWAY. 
Sir  Thomas  John  Burke,  bt., 
Christopher  St.  George. 

GALWAY  (BOROUGH). 
Martin  Joseph  Blake, 
Anthony  0 'Flaherty. 
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KERRY. 
Henry  Arthur  Herbert, 
Morgan  John  0*Connell. 

KILDARE 
Hon.  Charles  William  (Fitz- 
gerald) Marquess  of  Eil- 
dare, 
Richard  Southwell  Bourke. 

KILKENNY. 
John  Greene, 
Pierce  Somerset  Butler. 

KILKENNY  (BOROUGH). 
Michael  Sullivan. 

KING'S  (COUNTY). 
Sir  Andrew  Armstrong,  bt., 
Hon.  John  Craven  Westenra. 

KINSALE. 
Benjamin  Hawes. 

LEITRIM. 
Edward  King  Tenison, 
Hon.    Charles     Skeffington 
Clements. 

LIMERICK. 
William  Monsell, 
Samuel  Dickson. 

LIMERICK  (CITY). 
John  0*ConneU, 
John  O'Brien. 

LISBURN. 
Sir  Horace  Beauchamp  Sey- 
mour, knt. 

LONDONDERRY. 
Theobald  Jones, 
Thomas  Bateson. 

LONDONDERRY  (CITY). 
Sir  Robert  Alexander  Fer- 
guson, bt. 

LONGFORD. 
Samuel  Winsley  Blackall, 
Richard  Maxwell  Fox. 

LOUTH. 
Rich.  Montesquieu  Bellew, 
Chichester  Fortescue. 

MALLOW. 
Sir  Charles  Denham  Orlan- 
do Jephson  Norreys,  bt. 

MAYO. 
George  Henry  Moore, 
Robert  Dillon  Browne. 

MEATH. 
Matthew  Elias  Corbally, 
Henry  Grattan. 

MONAGHAN. 
Charles  Powell  Leslie, 
Hon.  Thomas  Yesey  Dawson. 
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NEWBT. 
Hon.   FranciB  Jack  (Need- 
ham)  Viscount  Newiy  and 
Mome. 

PORTARLINGTON. 
Francis  Plunket  Dunne. 

QUEEN'S  COUNTT. 
Hon.  Thomas  Vesey, 
Rt.  hon.  John  Wilson  Fiis- 
patrick. 

ROSCOMMON. 
Fitzstephen  French, 
Oliver  DoweU  John  Grace. 

ROSS  (NEW). 
John  Hyacinth  Talbot. 

SLIGO. 
William     Richard    Ormsbj 

Gore, 
John  FfoUiott. 

SLIGO  (BOROUGH). 
John  Patrick  Somers. 

TIPPERART. 
Nicholas  Maher, 
Francb  Scully. 

TRALEE. 
Maurice  0*Connell. 
TYRONE. 
Rt.    hon.    Henry    Thomas 

Lowry  Corry, 
Hon.  (Claud  Hamilton)  Lord 
C.  Hamilton. 

WATERFORD. 
Nicholas  Maher  Power, 
Robert  Keating. 

WATERFORD  (CITY). 
Thomas  Meagher, 
Sir  Henry  Winston  Barron, 
bt. 

WESTMEATH. 
William  Henry  Magan, 
Sir   Percy  Fitzgerald    Nu- 
gent, bt. 

WEXFORD. 

James  Fagan, 

Hamilton  Knox  Grogan  Mor- 
gan. 
WEXFORD  (BOROUGH). 

John  Thomas  Devereuz. 

WICKLOW. 

Hon.  William  Thomas  Spen- 
cer (Wentworth  Fitzwil- 
liam)  Viscount  Milton, 

Sir  Ralph  Howard. 

YOUGHALL. 
Thomas  Chisholm  Anstey. 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES, 

IN  THE 

Third     Session    op    the    Fifteenth    Parliament    op 
THE    United    Kingdom   op   Great  Britain  and   Ireland^ 

APPOINTED    TO     MEET    21    SEPTEMBER,    1847,    AND   FROM    THENCE 
CONTINUED  TILL  31  JANUARY,    1850,   IN    THE    THIRTEENTH    YeAR 

OP  THE  Reign  op 

HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF  THE  SESSION. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

Thursday y  January  31 »  1850. 

XnfUTBS.]  tntrodtued,—The  Lord  DulIMn  and  Clane* 
boje  in  Ireland  being  created  Baron  Clandeboje  of  the 
United  Kingdom ;  the  Bishop  of  Cheiter ;  the  Biahop  of 
NorwidL 

SatJIrst  in  ParRameni,— -The  Lord  Methuen,  after  the 
death  of  Ms  fiuher ;  the  Lord  Alvanley,  after  the  death 
of  his  brother. 

Bepre»eiUtUive  Peer  Jbr  Ireland.-~The  Earl  of  Lanes- 
borough  V.  Earl  of  Mayo,  deoeased-'Writ  delivered. 

Tool:  the  Oa/A«.— Several  Lords. 

PuBuc  Bills.— !•  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation;  Select 
Vestiica. 

MEETING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

THE  PARLIAMENT,  which  had  been 
prorogued  successiyelj  from  the  Ist  of 
August  to  the  9th  of  October,  from  thence 
to  the  20th  of  Noyember,  thence  to  the 
16th  of  January,  and  from  thence  to  the 
31st  January,  met  this  day  for  despatch  of 
business. 

The  Parliament  was  opened  by  Com- 
mission, the  Lords  Commissioners  present 
being  the  Lord  Chancellor;  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  (the  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne) ;  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  (the 
Earl  of  Minto) ;  the  Lord  Chamberlain 
OP   THE    Household    (the    Marquess   of 
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Breadalbane) ;   and  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
London, 

•    

The  Commons  being  at  the  Bar,  with 
their  Speaker,  the  LORD  CHANCELLOR 
delivered  the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
as  follows : — 

"  My  Lordsy  and  Gentlemen^ 
"  WE  are  commanded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  assure  you,  that  Her  Majesty 
has  great  Satisfaction  in  again  having 
recourse  to  the  Advice  and  Assistance 
of  Her  Parliament. 

"  The  Decease  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Adelaide  has  caused  Her  Ma- 
jesty deep  Affliction.  The  extensive 
Charity  and  exemplary  Virtues  of  Her 
late  Majesty  will  always  render  Her 
Memory  dear  to  the  Nation. 

''  Her  Majesty  happily  continues 
in  Peace  and  Amity  with   Foreign 
Powers, 
B 


Meeting  of 
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ParliamenL 


*^  In  the  course  of  the  Autumn 
Differences  of  a  serious  Character 
arose  between  the  Governments  of 
Austria  and  Russia  on  the  one  hand^ 
and  the  Sublime  Porie  on  the  other, 
in  regard  to  the  Treatment  of  a  con- 
siderable Number  of  Persons  who, 
after  the  Termination  of  the  Civil 
War  in  Hungary^  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  Turkish  Territory. 

"  Explanations  which  took  place 
between  the  Turkish  and  Imperial 
Governments  have  fortunately  re- 
moved any  Danger  to  the  Peace  of 
Europe  which  might  have  arisen  out 
of  these  Differences. 

*'  Her  Majesty,  having  been  ap- 
pealed to  on  this  Occasion  by  the 
Sultan,  united  Her  Efforts  with  those 
of  the  Government  of  France^  to 
which  a  similar  Appeal  had  been 
made,  in  order  to  assist,  by  the  Em- 
ployment of  Her  good  Offices,  in 
effecting  an  amicable  Settlement  of 
those  Differences  in  a  Manner  con- 
sistent with  the  Dignity  and  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Porte. 

"  Her  Majesty  has  been  engaged 
in  Communications  with  Foreign  States 
upon  the  Measures  which  might  be 
rendered  necessary  by  the  Relaxation 
of  the  Restrictions  formerly  imposed 
by  the  Navigation  Laws  of  this 
Country. 

"  The  Governments  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  of  Sweden 
have  promptly  taken  Steps  to  secure 
to  British  Ships  in  the  Ports  of  their 
respective  Countries  Advantages  si- 
milar to  those  which  their  own  Ships 
now  enjoy  in  British  Ports. 

it  With  regard  to  those  Foreign 
States  whose  Navigation  Laws  have 
hitherto  been  of  a  restrictive  Cha- 
racter, Her  Majesty  has  received  from 
nearly  all  of  them  Assurances  which 


induce  Her  to  hope  that  our  Example 
will  speedily  lead  to  a  great  and 
general  Diminution  of  those  Obstacles 
which  previously  existed  to  a  free  In- 
tercourse by  Sea  between  the  Nations 
of  the  World. 

"  In  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of 
the  past  Year,  the  United  Kingdom 
was  again  visited  by  the  Ravages  of 
the  Cholera;  but  Almighty  God,  in 
His  Mercy,  was  pleased  to  arrest  the 
Progress  of  Mortality,  and  to  stay 
this  fearful  Pestilence.  Her  Majesty 
is  persuaded  that  we  shall  best  evince 
our  Gratitude  by  vigilant  Precautions 
against  Uie  more  obvious  Causes  of 
Sickness,  and  an  enlightened  Con- 
sideration for  those  who  are  most  ex- 
posed to  its  Attacks. 

"  Her  Majesty,  in  Her  late  Visit  to 
Ireland,  derived  the  highest  Gratifi- 
cation from  the  Loyalty  and  Attach- 
ment manifested  by  all  Classes  of  Her 
Subjects.  Although  the  Effects  of 
former  Years  of  Scarcity  are  painfully 
felt  in  that  Part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, they  are  mitigated  by  the  present 
Abundance  of  Food,  and  the  Tran- 
quillity which  prevails. 

^'  Her  Majesty  has  great  Satisfac- 
tion in  congratulating  you  on  the  im- 
proved Condition  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.  It  is  with  Regret  that 
Her  Majesty  has  observed  the  Com- 
plaints which  in  many  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom  have  proceeded  from  the 
Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Land.  Her 
Majesty  greatly  laments  that  any  Por- 
tion of  Her  Subjects  should  be  suffer- 
ing Distress;  but  it  is  a  Source  of 
sincere  Gratification  to  Her  Majesty 
to  witness  the  encreased  Enjoyment 
of  the  Necessaries  and  Comforts  of 
Life  which  Cheapness  and  Plenty  have 
bestowed  upon  the  great  Body  of  Her 
People. 
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Bepresentative  Peers, 


"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
CommonSy 

"  Her  Majesty  has  directed  the 
Estimates  for  the  Year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you.  They  have  been  framed 
with  a  strict  Regard  to  Economy, 
while  the  Efficiency  of  the  various 
Branches  of  the  Public  Service  has 
not  been  neglected. 

"  Her  Majesty  has  seen  with  Satis- 
faction the  present  State  of  the  Re- 
venue. 

My  Lordsy  and  Gentlemen, 
"  Some  of  the  Measures  which  were 
postponed  at  the  End  of  the  last  Ses- 
sion for  Want  of  Time  for  their  Con- 
sideration will  be  again  laid  before 
you.  Among  the  most  important  of 
these  is  one  for  the  better  Government 
of  the  Australian  Colonies. 

"  Her  Majesty  has  directed  various 
Measures  to  be  prepared  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Condition  of  Ireland. 
The    Mischiefs    arising    from    Party 

Processions,  the  Defects  of  the  Laws 
r 

regulating  the  Relations  of  Landlord 
and  Tenant,  the  imperfect  State  of  the 
Grand  Jury  Acts,  and  the  diminished 
Number  of  Electors  for  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  will,  together  with 
other  Matters  of  serious  Consequence, 
form  the  Subjects  of  Measures  to  be 
submitted  for  your  Consideration. 

*'  Her  Majesty  has  learnt  with  Sa- 
tisfaction that  the  Measures  which 
have  been  already  passed  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  the  Public  Health  are  in  a 
Course  of  gradual  Adoption;  and  Her 
Majesty  trusts,  that,  both  in  the  Me- 
tropolis and  in  various  Parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  you  will  be  enabled 
to  make  further  Progress  in  the  Re- 
moval of  Evils  which  affect  the  Health 
and  Well-being  of  her  Subjects. 

"  The  Favour  of  Divine  Providence 


has  hitherto  preserved  this  Kingdom 
from  the  Wars  and  Convulsions  which 
during  the  last  Two  Years  have  shaken 
so  many  of  the  States  of  the  Continent 
of  Europe, 

"  It  is  Her  Majesty's  Hope  and 
Belief  that  by  combining  Liberty  with 
Order,  by  preserving  what  is  valuable, 
and  amending  what  is  defective,  you 
will  sustain  the  Fabric  of  our  Institu- 
tions as  the  Abode  and  the  Shelter  of 
a  free  and  happy  People." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 

SCOTCH  REPRESENTATIVE  PEERS. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  called  atten- 
tion to  a  great  omission  of  their  duty  on 
the  part  of  Ministers,  with  respect  to  the 
privileges  of  their  Lordships,  which  might 
and  ought  to  have  been  avoided.  At  pre- 
sent there  were  two  vacancies  in  the  re- 
presentative Peers  of  Scotland,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deaths  of  the  Earl  of  Airlie 
and  of  Lord  Colville.  Although  the  Act  of 
Parliament  directed  that  the  proclamation 
should  issue  forthwith  for  the  election  of 
representative  Peers  to  fill  up  any  vacan- 
cies which  might  occur,  by  death  or  other- 
wise, no  such  proclamation  had  yet  taken 
place  in  the  case  of  the  two  vacancies  he 
had  just  mentioned,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  for  twenty-four  days  after  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  it  was  not  possible 
for  any  Scotch  representative  Peers  to  he 
elected.  The  Peerage  of  Scotland  was  not 
therefore  represented  in  Parliament  at  pre- 
sent as  it  ought  to  he.  He  wanted  to  know 
what  his  noble  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Council  had  to  urge  in  defence  of  this 
omission;  for  certain  it  was  that  the  Act 
of  Parliament  had  not  been  obeyed  ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
that  the  Government  were  not  to  blame  for 
the  omission,  as  they  had  not  received  any 
requisition  from  the  usual  quarter;  they 
had  strictly  followed  the  previous  usage. 

The  Earl  of  EGLINTON  said,  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  Marquess  was  un- 
satisfactory. The  clause  in  5  <k  6  Anne, 
c.  8,  directed  what  should  be  done  in 
the  case  of  vacancies  by  death,  and  the 
words  could  not  well  be  misunderstood. 
The  Government  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
the  existence  of  the  vacancies,  for  thej 
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had  appointed  a  neir  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
Forfarshire,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Airlie, 
and  promotions  had  taken  place  in  the 
Navy  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Lord 
CoMUe. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  con- 
tended that  no  hlame  was  due  to  Ministers, 
who  had  strictly  observed  existing  prece- 
dents, and  had  no  official  intelligence  of 
these  vacancies. 

The  Duke  of  BUCCLEUCH  took  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  subject,  and  said  that, 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  Ministers,  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  Scotch  Peers  were 
properly  represented  at  that  moment  in  the 
Uouse  of  Lords. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  he  could  very 
readily  acquit  the  noble  Marquess  of  all 
intentional  fault;  but  thought  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  issued  the  proclamation 
immediately.  He  hoped  that  the  notice 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  taken  of  the 
omission  would  prevent  similar  delay  in 
future. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

THE  ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  THE 

SPEECn. 

The  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS' 
Speech  having  been  repoHed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor, 

The  Earl  of  ESSEX  rose  to  move  an 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech  they 
had  just  heard  read.  He  had  been  too 
long  a  Member  of  their  Lordships*  assem- 
bly to  have  any  claim  to  that  indulgence 
which  it  was  usual  to  concede  ou  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present.  If,  however,  his 
seldom  having  had  an  occasion  to  address 
their  Lordships  would  justify  his  asking 
that  indulgence,  he  might  assuredly  ex- 
press a  hope  that  their  Lordships  would 
listen  to  him  with  patience  whilst  he  ad- 
dressed to  them  a  few  observations  upon 
the  gracious  Speech  which  had  been  that 
day  delivered  to  them  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty.  Since  their  Lordships  last  met 
in  that  place,  it  had  pleased  God  to  take  to 
himself  her  late  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
the  Queen  Dowager ;  and  he  was  sure 
that  their  Lordships,  as  well  as  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  and,  indeed,  that  all 
classes,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
would  sympathise  in  the  deep  affliction 
which  the  decease  of  Queen  Adelaide  had 
caused  to  Iler  Majesty,  in  common  with 
the  people  of  this  country  ;  for  never  had 
any  foreign  princess  won  so  much  love 
from  the  country  of  her  adoption  as  Queen 
Adelaide  had  won  by  her  exemplary  good- 


ness, her  unbounded  and  unostentatioiis 
chanty,  and  her  universal  kindness  to  all 
classes  and  descriptions  of  persons.      So 
long  as  those  virtues  were  revered,   so 
long  would  the  memory  of  Queen  Ade- 
laide remain  cherished  in  the  breasts  of 
Englishmen.      He  would  now  call   their 
Lordships*  attention  to  that  paragraph  in 
the   Speech  in  which   Her  Majesty   de- 
clared that  She  continued  in  peace  and 
amity  with   Foreign   Powers.      He    sin- 
cerely congratulated  their  Lordships  upon 
that  announcement.     In  the  coarse  of  last 
autumn    Her   Majesty   had    been    called 
upon,    in   conjunction   with   the    French 
Government,  to  act  as  mediator  between 
the  Governments  of  Austria  and  Rnssia» 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Goyemment  of 
Turkey  on  the  other,  in  consequence  of 
certain    circumstances    having     occurred 
which  threatened  the  peace  of  Europe; 
and   Her    Majesty  now  announced    that 
Her  mediation  had  been  attended  with  the 
happiest  success.     It  was  not  for  him  to 
make  any  observations  upon  the  causes  of 
that  interference ;  but,  as  far  as  he  was 
informed   upon  the   subject,  it   appeared 
that   Her  Majesty's  mediation  was  a  le- 
gitimate and  solicited  interference  in  tiie 
affairs  of  foreign  nations — an  interference 
which,  when  carried  on  with  impartiality 
and  justice,  had  ever  added  to  the  dignity 
of  this  country,  and  promoted  the  interests 
of  those  other  countries  which  had  been 
concerned  in  the  negotiations.     Her  Ma- 
jesty had  congratulated  the   House   and 
the  country  upon  the  state  of  peace  which 
now  happily  prevailed  throughout  Europe, 
and  he  might  say  throughout  the  whole 
world.     That  state  of  peace  was,  indeed, 
a  noble  theme  for  congratulation  ;    nay, 
more,  when  he  looked  back  to  the  events 
of  the  last  two  years — when  he  recollected 
that   during  that    period    of   time   eyerj 
country  in  Europe  appeared  like    a  re- 
volutionary  volcano  —  when  he   reflected 
that  each  day's  post  brought  us  news  of 
the  abdication  of  some  living  SoYereign, 
and  of  the  overthrow  of  some  ancient  dy- 
nasty; and  when  he  considered  that  the 
violence  of  the  storm  had  desolated  every 
nation  on  the  Continent,  and  that  we  alone 
had  remained  not  only  unscathed  but  un- 
touched, he  thought  it  not  only  a  theme 
for  congratulation,  but  also  a  subject  for 
deep  and  lasting  gratitude.     It  was  surely 
a  matter  of  the  deepest  congratulation  and 
thankfulness  that  we  should  have  escaped, 
and  that  peace,  plenty,  and  tranquillity  at 
this  moment  prevailed  to  a  greater  degree 
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than  had  been  known  for  a  number  of  years 
past.     He  could  recall  at  length  to  their 
Lordships*  minds  the  causes  to  which  this 
result   was  mainly   attributable ;   but  he 
would  not  tax  their  patience  to  that  extent. 
He  could  not,  however,  consent  to  pass 
over  those   causes   altogether  in   silence. 
He  could  not  but  consider  that  one  of  those 
causes  was  the  high-minded  feeling  which 
prevailed  among  the  upper  classes  in  this 
country,  which  led  them  to  abandon  their 
long-rooted  prejudices,    and   to    sacrifice 
their  self-interests    whenever   they    were 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  public  voice  for 
the  public  good.     Another  cause  was  that 
sound  good  sense  of  the  middle  classes, 
which  led  them  ever  to  avoid  extremes,  and 
from  which  arose  a  sound  and  well-directed 
public  opinion,  of  which  it  might  be  said 
that  it  almost  invariably  gained  its  point, 
and  almost  as  invariably  would  be  found 
consistent  both  with  wisdom  and  justice.  A 
third  was  the  forbearance  of  the  artisan 
and  operative  classes,  which,  though  more 
subject  at   all  times    to    privations    and 
distresses   than  others,   bore   them    with 
patience ;   and,  though  often  tempted  by 
the  examples  which  had  been  set  them 
in  foreign  countries,  still  always  held  fast 
to  their  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign  and  to 
their  allegiance  to  her  crown.     He  could 
not,  whilst  he  was  upon  this  subject,  re- 
frain from  expressing  his  praise  of  that 
power  omnipotent  for  good  in  this  country 
—he  meant  the  public  press — the  mem- 
bers of  which,  however  they  might  differ 
on  many  points  of  public  policy,  were  all 
united  in  one  point,  namely,  the  support  of 
our  constitution,  and  with  it  the  support  of 
peace  and  tranquillity.     He  thought,  also, 
that  we  owed  our  immunity  from  revolution 
to  that  just  and  moderate  spirit  of  reform 
which  had  prevailed  in  the  Councils  and  in 
the  Legislature  of  this  kingdom  now  for  so 
many  years.    As  education  and  civilisation 
extended,  so  also  did  the  wants  of  mankind 
multiply  and  extend ;  and  it  became  requi- 
site that  laws  bearing  on  those  wants  and 
requirements,  whether  social,  political,  or 
commercial,  should  also  undergo  revision 
and  amendment.    When  he  looked  back  to 
the  events  of  the  last  few  years,  and  saw  pes- 
tilence and  famine  existing  in  this  country, 
and  revolution  ravaging  the  Continent,  he 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  a  most  benefi- 
cial occurrence  for  England  that  there  were 
in  the  Councils  of  Her  Majesty  men  who 
had  the  sagacity  to  see  the  impolicy  of  the 
laws  restricting  the  importation  of  food, 
and  the  policy  of  abolishing  them.    Those 


laws,  which  would  have  been  pregnant  with 
mischief  in  a  time  of  universal  distress, 
were  now  done  away  with;  and,  of  all  the 
votes   which  he  had   ever  given  in  that 
House,  there  was  none  to  which  he  looked 
back  with   greater  satisfaction  than  that 
which  he  had  given  in  favour  of  the  repeal 
of  the  laws  preventing  the  free  importation 
of  food.     Her  Majesty  had  also  congratu- 
lated their  Lordships  on  the  cessation  of 
that  terrible  epidemic  which  had  carried 
desolation  into  the  houses  of  the  people 
during  the  last  autumn ;  and  after  acknow- 
ledging that  Almighty  God  in  his  mercy 
had  been  pleased  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
mortality  and  to  stay  this  fearful  pestilence. 
Her  Majesty  had  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  sanitary  measures,  observing  that 
She   "  is  persuaded  that  we  shall  best 
evince  our  gratitude  by  vigilant  precautions 
against  the  more  obvious  causes  of  sick- 
ness, and  an  enlightened  consideration  for 
those  who  are  most  exposed  to  its  attacks." 
At  all  times  their  Lordships  were  disposed 
to  pay  every  attention  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  those  classes  who  were  in  less  for- 
tunate circumstances;  and  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  feel  itself  bound  to  take  every 
step  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  who 
were  exposed  to  evils  to  which  the  more 
affluent  classes  were  not  subject.  There  was 
a  strong  foeling  abroad  as  to  the  sanitary  re- 
gulations respecting  the  labouring  classes. 
It  was  well  known  that  associations  had  been 
established  for  the  erection  of   lodging- 
houses  for  the  labouring  classes,  and  those 
lodgings  had  been  much  sought  after  by 
those  classes ;   and  as  regarded  their  pro- 
moters, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  they 
had  given  satisfaction.     Her  Majesty  had 
next  expressed  her  congratulations  on  the 
improved  condition  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures.    If  they  looked  to  the  immense 
increase  which  had  taken  place  in  the  ex- 
ports last  year,  and  to  other  results  accom- 
panying it,  they  would  see  how  greatly  the 
predictions  had  been  falsified  of  some  of 
the  pretended  friends  of  the  farmers — ^for 
they  had  asserted  that  the  admission  of 
foreign  corn  to  this  country  would  not  lead 
to  an  increase  of  the  exports  of  manufac- 
tures, as  the  foreigners  would  take  nothing 
but  bullion  for  their  corn,  and  consequently 
the   coffers   of  the   Bank  would  soon  be 
drained,  and  the  revenue  would  be  affected. 
The  only  answer  which  ho  would  make  to 
these  predictions,  was  by  simply  stating 
that  during  the  last  year  the  importation  of 
food  had  been  greater  than  was  ever  known 
before ;    that  the  export  of  our  manufao- 
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tures  was  greater  than  was  ever  known 
before ;  and  that  the  coffers  of  the  Bank 
of  England  were  fuller  than  was  ever 
known  before.  Would  to  God  that  some 
of  the  millions  which  were  now  lying  idle, 
could  be  exported  to  our  countrymen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel,  where  it  only 
required  peace  and  quiet  to  induce  capi- 
tal which  would  render  it  the  most  fer- 
tile and  richest  of  lands!  He  could  not 
help  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  kind 
and  cordial  reception  which  Her  Majesty 
had  met  with  in  Ireland.  If  the  loyalty 
there  displayed  could  have  been  manifested 
under  happier  circumstances,  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  lead  to  the  happiest  results. 
It  was  satisfactory  to  find,  with  regard 
to  the  measures  introduced  last  year  for  the 
benefit  of  that  country,  for  the  sale  of  En- 
cumbered Estates  in  Ireland,  they  had  given 
great  satisfaction,  and  that  the  Rate  in 
Aid  Bill  had  been  productive  of  much  good. 
Her  Majesty  had  also  expressed  her  deep 
sympathy  with  the  distress  stated  to  exist 
in  many  of  our  agricultural  districts.  No 
man  could  regret  the  existence  of  that  dis- 
tress more  than  he  did  ;  but  in  expressing 
that  regret  he  must  also  state  his  convic- 
tion— a  conviction  which  was  shared  by 
many  wealthy  merchants,  and  by  many, 
he  would  not  say  a  majority  of,  landlords 
— that  the  distress  was  not  of  a  perma- 
nent but  of  a  temporary  character ;  that 
it  arose  in  a  great  measure  from  the  panic 
which  had  been  so  industriously  and  so  un- 
wisely kept  up  by  those  who  set  themselves 
up  as  the  farmers'  friends,  but  which  was 
not  shared  in  by  those  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  who  had  not  allowed  themselves  to 
be  driven  wild,  and  to  have  their  intellects 
obfuscated  by  agricultural  agitation.  On 
the  advantages  accruing  from  the  cheap- 
ness of  food,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
quoting  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
very  recently  from  a  gentleman  who  took 
a  very  active  part  in  the  parochial  affairs 
of  this  metropolis.  [Here  the  noble  Lord 
read  a  letter  stating  that  in  the  parish  of 
Marylebone  there  had  been  a  saving  in  the 
rates  of  11,000Z.  in  the  year,  owing  to  the 
extreme  cheapness  of  food;  and  that  in 
another  parish  there  had  also  been  a  saving 
of  7,000?.  in  the  same  time.]  On  the 
other  great  measure  of  last  Session,  the 
repeal  of  the  navigation  laws.  Her  Ma- 
jesty assured  the  Parliament  that  the  Go- 
vernments of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  of  Sweden  had  taken  steps  to  secure  to 
our  ships  in  their  ports  advantages  similar  to 


those  which  their  ships  now  enjoyed  in  our 
ports;  and  Her  Majesty  had  further  inform- 
ed them  that  She  had  received  from  nearly 
every  other  State  still  having  navigation 
laws  of  a  restrictive  character,  assurances 
that  the  character  of  those  laws  should 
speedily  undergo  investigation.  It  was  sa- 
tisfactory to  hear  that  the  repeal  of  our 
navigation  laws  had  been  productive  of  be- 
neficial effects.  So  far  from  shipbuilding 
decreasing  in  our  ports,  it  had  increased, 
as  ho  was  informed,  at  Sunderland,  at 
Hull,  and  in  the  river  Thames.  The  ship- 
builders in  all  our  ports  were  in  full  em- 
ployment, and  were  not  only  building  ves- 
sels for  the  merchants  of  our  own  country, 
but  were  also  receiving  orders  to  build  ves- 
sels for  foreign  countries.  That  did  not 
look  like  despair  and  ruin;  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  indicative  of  the  energy  and  spirit 
of  our  merchants,  which  had  rendered  this 
the  first  naval  country  in  the  world.  Their 
Lordships  had  been  informed  that  day  that 
one  of  the  measures  which  would  speedily 
be  brought  before  them  would  be  a  mea- 
sure for  the  better  government  of  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies.  Without  knowing  what 
that  measure  was,  he  would  only  express  a 
hope  that  similar  measures  would  be  car- 
ried into  effect  with  respect  to  our  other  colo- 
nies. He  hoped  that  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  a  greater  degree  of  freedom 
would  be  extended  to  all  our  colonies  in 
the  management  of  their  internal  concerns 
and  the  nomination  to  their  civil  offices.  Ho 
could  not  but  think  that  such  an  extension 
of  freedom  would  be  for  the  benefit  both 
of  the  colonies  and  of  the  mother  country; 
it  would  give  the  colonies  the  power  of 
self-government,  and  it  would  lead  them  to 
supply  from  their  own  resources  those  go- 
vernmental advances  which  were  now  pres- 
sing so  heavily  on  the  resources  of  the  mo- 
ther country;  it  would  thus  induce  between 
both  a  feeling  more  like  that  of  child  and 
parent  than  that  of  dependant  and  master, 
which  now  existed.  Having  thanked  their 
Lordships  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  hitherto  heard  him,  he  would  con- 
clude by  expressing  his  fullest  concurrence 
in  the  last  sentence  of  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  namely,  that  by  combining  liberty 
with  order,  by  preserving  what  was  va- 
luable, and  amending  what  was  defective, 
their  Lordships  would  sustain  the  fabric 
of  our  institutions  as  the  abode  and  the 
shelter  of  a  free  and  happy  people.  The 
noble  Earl  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing humble  Address : — 
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Most  Graoioub  Sotereign, 

Wi,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
jects, the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  beg  Leaye  to  return  to  Your 
Majesty  our  humble  Thanks  for  the  gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  commanded  to 
be  made  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  the  Assu- 
rance of  Your  Majesty's  great  Satisfaction  in  again 
having  recourse  to  the  Advice  and  Assistance  of 
Your  Majesty's  Parliament. 

We  condole  with  Your  Majesty  on  the  Decease 
of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Adelaide,  which  has  caused 
Your  Majesty  deep  Affliction;  and  we  entirely 
concur  with  Your  Majesty  in  the  Belief  that  the 
extensive  Charity  and  exemplary  Virtues  of  Her 
late  Majesty  will  always  render  Her  Memory  dear 
to  the  Nation. 

We  beg  humbly  to  express  the  Satisfaction  with 
which  we  learn  that  Your  Majesty  happily  con- 
tinues in  I'eace  and  Amity  with  Foreign  Powers. 

We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us  that 
in  the  course  of  the  Autumn  Differences  of  a  seri- 
ous Character  arose  between  the  Governments  of 
Austria  and  Russia  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  Treat- 
ment of  a  considerable  Number  of  Persons  who, 
after  the  Termination  of  the  Civil  War  in  Hun- 
gary, had  taken  refuge  in  the  Turkish  Territory ; 
and  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  Explanations  which 
took  place  between  the  Turkish  and  Imperial  Go- 
vernments have  fortunately  removed  any  Danger 
to  the  Peace  of  Europe  which  might  have  arisen 
out  of  these  Differences. 

We  humbly  convey  to  Your  Majesty  our  Thanks 
for  informing  us  that  Your  Majesty,  having  been 
appealed  to  on  this  Occasion  by  the  Sultan,  united 
Your  Majesty's  Efforts  with  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  to  which  a  similar  Appeal  had 
been  made,  in  order  to  assist,  by  the  Employ- 
ment of  Your  Majesty's  good  Offices,  in  effecting 
an  amicable  Settlement  of  those  Differences  in  a 
Manner  consistent  with  the  Dignity  and  Indepen- 
dence of  the  Porte. 

We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  acquainting  us  that 
Your  Majesty  has  been  engaged  in  Communica- 
tions with  Foreign  States  upon  the  Measures 
which  might  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  Relax- 
ation of  the  Restrictions  formerly  imposed  by  the 
Navigation  Laws  of  this  Country. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  Governments  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  of  Sweden  have 
promptly  taken  Steps  to  secure  to  British  Ships 
in  the  Ports  of  their  respective  Countries  Advan- 
tages similar  to  those  which  their  own  Ships  now 
enjoy  in  British  Ports. 

With  regard  to  those  Foreign  States  whose 
Navigation  Laws  have  hitherto  been  of  a  restrio- 
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tive  Character,  we  learn  with  Gratification  that 
Your  Majesty  has  received  from  nearly  all  of  them 
Assurances  which  induce  Your  Majesty  to  hopo 
that  our  Example  will  speedily  lead  to  a  great  and 
general  Diminution  of  those  Obstacles  which  pre- 
viously existed  to  a  free  Intercourse  by  Sea  be- 
tween the  Nations  of  the  World. 

We  unite  with  Your  Majesty  in  lamenting  that 
in  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  the  past  Year  the 
United  Kingdom  was  again  visited  by  the  Ravages 
of  the  Cholera  ;  but  we  are  thankful  to  Almighty 
God,  who  in  His  Mercy  was  pleased  to  arrest  the 
Progress  of  Mortality,  and  to  stay  this  fearful 
Pestilence. 

We  humbly  concur  with  Your  Majesty  in  the 
Persuasion,  that  we  shall  best  evince  our  Grati- 
tude by  vigilant  Precautions  against  the  more 
obvious  Causes  of  Sickness,  and  an  enlightened 
Consideration  for  those  who  are  most  exposed  to 
its  Attacks. 

We  humbly  assure  Your  Majesty  that  we  re- 
joice to  be  informed  that  Your  Majesty  in  Your 
Majesty's  late  Visit  to  Ireland,  derived  the  highest 
Gratification  from  the  Loyalty  and  Attachment 
manifested  by  all  Classes  of  Your  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects ;  and  we  learn  with  Satisfaction,  that  al- 
though the  Effects  of  former  Years  of  Scarcity 
are  painfully  felt  in  that  Part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, they  are  mitigated  by  the  present  Abundance 
of  Food,  and  the  Tranquillity  which  prevails. 

We  regard  with  great  Satisfaction  the  improved 
Condition  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  ;  and, 
whilst  sharing  with  Your  Majesty  in  the  Regret 
with  which  Your  Majesty  has  observed  the  Com- 
plaints which  in  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  have 
proceeded  from  the  Owners  and  Occupiers  of 
Land,  and  humbly  concurring  with  Your  Ma- 
jesty in  lamenting  greatly  that  any  Portion  of 
Your  Majesty's  Subjects  should  be  suffering  Dis- 
tress, we  unite  with  Your  Majesty  in  the  Feelings 
of  sincere  Gratification  with  which  Your  Majesty 
witnesses  the  increased  Enjoyment  of  the  Neces- 
saries and  Comforts  of  Life  which  Cheapness  and 
Plenty  have  bestowed  upon  the  great  Body  of 
Your  Majesty's  People. 

We  express  our  Thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for 
informing  us  that  some  of  the  Measures  which 
were  postponed  at  the  End  of  the  last  Session 
for  Want  of  Time  for  their  Consideration  will  be 
again  laid  before  us,  and  that  among  the  most 
important  of  these  is  one  for  the  better  Govern- 
ment of  the  Australian  Colonies. 

We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  having 
directed  various  Measures  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  Ireland,  and  for 
acquainting  us  that  the  Mischiefs  arising  from 
Party  Processions,  the  Defects  of  the  Laws  regu- 
lating the  Relations  of  Landlord  and  Tenant,  the 
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imperfect  State  of  the  Grand  Jury  Acts,  and  the 
diminished  Number  of  Electors  for  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  will,  together  with  other 
Matters  of  serious  Consequence,  form  the  Subjects 
of  Measures  to  be  submitted  for  our  Considera- 
tion. 

We  unite  in  the  Satis&ction  with  which  Your 
Majesty  has  learnt  that  the  Measures  which  haTO 
been  already  passed  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  are  in  a  Course  of  gradual  Adoption  ; 
and  we  concur  with  Tour  Majesty  in  the  Hope 
that,  both  in  the  Metropolis  and  in  various  Parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
make  further  Progress  in  the  Removal  of  Evils 
which  affect  the  Health  and  Well-being  of  Your 
Majesty's  Subjects. 

Wb  humbly  join  with  Your  Majesty  in  acknow- 
ledging that  the  Favour  of  Divine  Providence  has 
hitherto  preserved  this  Kingdom  from  the  Wars 
and  Convulsions  which  during  the  last  Two  Years 
have  shaken  so  many  States  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe ;  and  we  heartily  concur  in  the  Hope  and 
Belief  expressed  by  Your  Majesty,  that  by  com- 
bining Liberty  with  Order,  by  preserving  what  is 
valuable,  and  amending  what  is  defective,  we  shall 
sustain  the  Fabric  of  our  Institutions  as  the  Abode 
and  the  Shelter  of  a  free  and  happy  People. 

Lord  METHUEN  said,  that  he  was  fully 
aware  that  the  htgh  and  distinguished  ho- 
nour conferred  on  him  in  selecting  him  to 
second  the  Address,  in  reply  to  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty,  could  have  been  more  wor- 
thily bestowed,  and  that  many  noble  Lords 
might  have  been  selected,  whose  compe- 
tency for  the  discharge  of  so  important  a 
duty  could  not  for  a  moment  be  questioned. 
He  would,  however,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
advert  to  a  few  topics  contained  in  the 
Speech.  Their  Lordships  were  fully  aware 
that  great  fears  had  prevailed  in  the  public 
mind  as  to  a  probable  rupture  taking  place 
between  Russia  and  Austria  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  Sublime  Porte  on  the  other; 
but  these  apprehensions  had,  through  the 
mediation  of  England,  in  conjunction  with 
France,  happily  been  dispelled.  It  must 
be  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  their 
Lordships  that  this  result  had  been  brought 
about  by  the  united  exertions  of  those  two 
powerful  countries  who  were  formerly  the 
greatest  rivals  in  the  arts  of  war,  but  who 
now  were  happily  allied  for  the  promotion 
of  the  blessings  of  peace.  The  next  mat- 
ter of  congratulation  was  the  favourable 
terms  with  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Sweden  had  met  us 
in  securing  to  British  ships  in  their  respec* 
tive  ports  advantages  similar  to  those  which 
tbpijT  Qwn  ships  now  enjoyed  in  British 


ports.  It  should  be  a  matter  of  satisfac- 
tion to  witness  the  gradual  improyement 
that  was  daily  taking  place  in  the  aspect  of 
affairs;  and,  when  he  contemplated  the 
great  increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  country 
— which  was  an  infallible  indication  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  manufacturing  and  indus- 
trial interests — ^he  could  not  refrain  from 
congratulating  their  Lordships  on  that  Yery 
visible  improvement.  He  regretted  that 
he  could  not  express  the  same  feelings 
of  congratulation  as  to  the  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  as  he  was  aware  that 
many  complaints  had  arisen  as  to  its 
distress  from  various  parts  of  the  countiy. 
He  was  aware  that  the  greatest  panic  had 
existed  in  many  parts,  which  was  owing  to 
false  alarms  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  free- 
trade  measures,  and  which  panic  had  been 
greatly  increased  by  the  agitation  of  the 
protectionist  party  since  last  harvest,  in 
consequence  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of 
com.  On  this  point,  howeyer,  he  wonld 
refer  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  years  1822, 
1823,  and  1824,  when  foreign  com  could 
not  be  introduced  for  consumption,  unless 
home-grown  wheat  was  above  80«.  tiie 
quarter,  prices  of  agricultural  produce  were 
lower  than  they  had  been  during  the  last 
year.  This  certainly  might  be  attributed 
at  that  period  to  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments;  but  the  same  event  also  occurred 
in  1835.  He  thought  there  were  at  the 
present  time  several  causes  to  which  the 
lowness  of  grain  might  at  present  be  attri- 
buted. Let  them  contemplate  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  capital  locked  up  in  rail- 
way speculation,  together  with  the  immense 
sums  locked  up  in  the  coffers  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  as  in  all  the  minor  banks 
throughout  the  kingdom;  and  then  he 
thought  they  would  be  of  opinion,  as  he 
unquestionably  was,  that  all  that  amount 
has  been  withdrawn  from  its  legitimate 
course  of  application,  and  that  the  cry  that 
had  been  raised  by  the  protectionist  party 
could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  damage 
the  agricultural  interests.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  agriculture  woidd  have  its 
days  of  adversity  as  well  as  its  days  of 
prosperity;  but  he  felt  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  true  friends  of  that  interest  to  encou- 
rage rather  than  to  depress  the  feelings  of 
the  farmer.  He  could  not  but  express  on 
that  occasion  his  strong  dissent  from  many 
of  the  doctrines  laid  down  and  promulgated 
by  that  party,  and  equally  strongly  depre- 
cate the  conduct  and  language  of  some  per- 
sons out  of  doors,  who  were  most  opposed 
to  the  agricultural  interest.  Some  of  these 
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persons  were  men  of  acknowledged  talent; 
but  instead  of  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  by  encouraging  confidence, 
they  pandered  to  the  worst  passions  of  the 
multitude,  they  exerted  themselves  to  set 
class  against  class,  and  with  words  of 
''peace"  in  their  mouths  endeavoured  to 
excite  the  most  bitter  feelings  of  animosity 
between  different  interests.  He  should  not 
have  ventured  to  address  them  in  that 
manner,  but  that  he  felt  the  necessities  of 
the  period  called  for  such  denunciations  of 
the  doctrines  and  practices  resorted  to  by 
those  who  were  in  truth  the  worst  oppo- 
nents of  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
country.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  se- 
conding the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech 
of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty. 

On  the  Question  being  put. 

The  Earl  of  STRADBROKE  said, 
that  he  should  consider  himself  to  be  want- 
ing in  his  duty,  if  he  abstained  from  em- 
bracing this,  the  earliest,  opportunity  of  de- 
claring to  their  Lordships  his  experience  of 
the  result  of  their  late  experiments  in  free- 
trade  legislation — the  experience,  namely, 
of  deep  and  great  agricultural  distress,  the 
existence  of  which  was  admitted  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  but  which,  as  he 
gathered  from  the  speech  of  the  Mover  of 
the  Address,  was  to  be  characterised  as 
merely  of  a  temporary  nature.  Was  he  to 
understand  that  any  such  feeling  as  that 
expressed  by  the  noble  Earl  was  partici- 
pated in  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  ? 
His  own  conviction  was,  that  this  distress 
was  not  of  a  temporary  character,  but 
would  be  permanent,  at  least  so  long  as 
they  persisted  in  the  present  course  of 
legislation.  In  attempting  to  trace  the 
causes  of  this  distress,  it  was  almost  need- 
less for  him  to  refer  to  what  had  occurred 
in  the  long  war  which  had  lasted  almost 
without  intermission  from  1793  to  1815, 
in  the  course  of  which  period  such  large 
sums  of  money  were  expended  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil,  with  the  view  of  en- 
abling this  country  to  produce  a  sufficient 
supply  of  grain,  so  as  to  be  independent  of 
foreign  producers,  for  the  increasing  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  the  result  of  which 
necessarily  was  an  increase  in  the  rental 
of  the  landed  proprietors.  When  peace 
returned  in  18l5,  serious  apprehensions 
were  entertained  by  statesmen  of  all  parties 
as  to  the  effects  that  would  be  produced 
by  opening  the  ports  to  an  unrestricted 
supply  of  foreign  com.  So  strong  was 
the  impression  on  this  subject,  that  a  law 
was  passed  by  large  majorities  that  foreign 


com  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  introduced 
into  this  country  for  home  consumption 
unless  the  price  had  attained  a  certain 
height.  When  their  Lordships  considered 
who  were  the  advocates  of  that  measure  of 
limited  protection,  they  would  perceive 
that  it  was  no  party  measure.  Mr.  Coke, 
then  in  the  zenith  of  health  and  power, 
who  was  one  of  the  greatest  friends  of  ag- 
riculture that  this  country  had  ever  pos- 
sessed, strongly  supported  that  measure  ; 
and  he  believed  a  noble  Earl  opposite,  who 
was  at  that  time  one  of  the  representatives 
of  Yorkshire,  also  did  so.  The  effect  of  that 
measure  had  been  to  ensure  prosperity  to 
the  agricultural  interest  for  several  years. 
He  admitted,  with  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
seconded  the  Address,  that  there  was  a 
great  depreciation  in  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce  in  the  years  1822  and  1823. 
This  had  occurred,  although  there  had 
been  little  or  no  importations  of  foreign 
com  ;  but  he  (the  Earl  of  Stradbroke)  was 
prepared  to  state,  and  he  believed  the 
noble  Marquess  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil would  not  deny  the  fact,  that  that  state 
of  things  was  entirely  owing  to  the  altera- 
tion in  the  currency.  Shortly  before  that 
time,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Mem- 
bers of  the  late  Govemment  had  intro- 
duced a  measure,  which  he  induced  the 
Legi8latiu*e  to  sanction,  which  had  the  effect 
of  enhancing  the  monetary  interest  in  this 
country  25  per  cent,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion depreciating  the  value  of  land. 
He  well  remembered  the  great  and  grievous 
distress  which  pervaded  the  agricultural  in- 
terest of  this  country  at  that  time — he  re- 
membered how  slow  the  reduction  of  rents 
by  the  landlords  was,  and  the  impossibility 
which  existed  after  a  short  time  of  collect- 
ing those  rents,  resulting  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  landlords  of  this  country  being 
compelled  to  quit  their  homes  for  the  Con- 
tinent, under  the  pretence  of  educating 
their  families,  but  really  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  their  establishments.  He  remem- 
bered, too,  how  many  farmers  were  driven 
to  pass  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  the 
small  towns  or  workhouses,  whilst  a  great 
portion  of  the  labouring  population  were 
doomed  to  pass  their  days  in  idleness  and 
their  nights  in  debauchery.  He  would  now 
advert  to  the  measure  introduced  in  1828 
by  the  Govemment  of  the  noble  Duke  (the 
Duke  of  Wellington),  whom  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  in  his  place,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  he  supported,  although  he 
had  voted  against  some  of  the  details,  be- 
lieving that  under  the  altered  state  of  the 
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currency,  the  protection  afforded  by  that 
Bill  was  amply  sufficient,  and  that  under 
reduced  rents  a  certain  amount  of  pros- 
perity had  returned,  leaving  only  the  sting 
behind  of  labourers  being  paid  partly  or 
entirely  out  of  the  poor-rates,  which 
misfortune  had  occurred  under  the  pre- 
vious distress.  The  next  period  to  which 
he  would  refer  was  1834,  when  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  was  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  by  a  noble  Lord, 
now  no  more,  than  which  none  more  just 
or  more  favourable  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest and  the  labouring  population  was 
ever  brought  before  the  Legislature  of  this 
kingdom.  The  effect  of  that  Act  was  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
classes,  by  increased  attention  to  the  aged, 
by  giving  better  instruction  to  the  children, 
and,  last  not  least,  a  great  demand  for  em- 
ployment, and  the  immediate  eflfect  of 
which  was  a  reduction  of  rates  to  the  ex- 
tent of  40  per  cent.  That  year  and  the 
following  we  had  most  productive  harvests, 
and  prices  fell,  in  consequence,  from  60^. 
to  below  405.  However,  there  was  no  dis- 
tress. [**  Hear,  hear  !  '*  from  the  Minis- 
terial benches.]  There  was  no  distress  ; 
and  there  was  none,  because  that  low  price 
was  the  result  of  abundance.  He  begged 
their  Lordships  always  to  keep  that  in 
view,  because  he  could  not  imagine  two 
subjects  more  utterly  distinct  than  the 
present  low  price,  and  that  of  1 835.  He 
now  arrived  at  the  year  1839,  when,  owing 
to  deficient  harvests,  both  in  this  country 
and  throughout  Europe,  the  price  rose  to 
70«.  Sd,  on  the  average  of  the  year ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  that  high  price,  the  exports 
of  that  year  amounted  to  53,000,000^.; 
whilst  in  1842,  when  the  price  of  corn 
was  only  57 s.  9d.,  the  exports  were  only 
47,000,000/.  In  1842  Sir  R.  Peel  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  another  alteration 
in  the  corn  law,  to  which  he  (the  Earl  of 
Stradbroke)  gave  his  support,  conceiving 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  further 
remission  of  protection  might  be  safely 
conceded,  the  more  especially  as  he  believed 
that  that  measure  would  secure  greater 
steadiness  of  prices  than  had  hitherto  pre- 
vailed. In  1846  the  whole  course  of  things 
was  changed.  The  leader  of  a  party,  who 
during  a  long  life  had  advocated  protective 
duties,  all  at  once  turned  round  and  advo- 
cated their  repeal,  and  introduced  a  mea- 
sure which  had  resulted  in  the  permanent 
reduction  of  the  price  of  corn.  In  1848 
the  harvest  was  bad,  and  the  agriculturists 
were  told  that  the  deep  distress  which  then 


afflicted  them  was  owing  to  that  ciromn- 
stance.  In  1849,  however,  the  harvest 
was  abundant ;  still  the  result  had  heen» 
not  an  equitable  return  for  their  labour 
but  a  reduction  of  prices  to  their  presmit 
level.  Under  these  circumstanceSy  eoald 
their  Lordships  doubt  that  great  distress 
existed  ?  Were  they  not  aware  that  the 
union-houses  in  the  agricultural  districts 
were  filled  with  poor  ?  Could  thej  doubt 
that  the  natural  result  of  this  was  to  im- 
poverish the  land  of  this  country;  and  was 
he  not  justified  in  stating  that  the  result  of 
free  trade  must  be  permanently  and  in  a 
high  degree  injurious  to  the  landed  interest 
of  this  country  ?  Upon  this  point,  there- 
fore, he  ventured  to  move  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  Address— namely,  that 
after  the  word  *•  manufactures,"  in  the 
third  lino  of  the  thirteenth  paragraph, 
there  should  bo  inserted  the  followiog 
words : — 

"  We  regret,  however,  to  be  compelled  humbly 
to  represent  to  Your  l^jesty  that  in  man/  partf 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  especially  in  Ireland, 
the  various  Classes  of  Your  Majesty's  Subjeots 
connected  with  the  Cultivation  of  the  Soil  are  la- 
bouring under  severe  Distress,  mainly  attributable, 
in  our  Opinion,  to  recent  legislative  Enaotmenti, 
the  Operation  of  which  is  aggravated  by  the  Ptet- 
sure  of  Local  Taxation." 

The  Earl  of  DESART  said,  that  in 
supporting  the  Amendment  it  was  not  with- 
out a  feeling  of  regret  that  ho  felt  himsdf 
compelled  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that 
unanimity  which  it  was  so  desirable  should 
exist  in  respect  to  the  Address  to  be  pre- 
sented in  return  to  Her  Majesty's  most 
gracious  Speech.  But  when  he  had  read 
over  that  Speech,  and  found  that  a  mere 
regret  was  expressed  for  the  agricultural 
distress  which  existed  throughout  the  king- 
dom, but  more  particularly  in  that  unfortu- 
nate country  with  which  he  was  connected, 
because  it  possessed  less  capital  to  hear 
up  against  the  heavy  restrictions  imposed 
upon  her;  and  when  he  found  that  that 
regret  was  unaccompanied  by  any  sug- 
gestions for  its  alleviation,  but  that  the  ac- 
knowledged distress  of  that  most  impor- 
tant interest  was,  as  it  were,  cloaked  and 
passed  over  by  a  reference  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  their  commerce  and  manufactures — 
that  interest  which  their  forefathers  con- 
sidered the  great  and  vital  interest  of  the 
country,  and  upon  which  all  other  classes 
rested — an  interest  upon  which  was  based 
the  security  and  the  well-being  of  the  coun- 
try— he  felt  called  on  to  join  in  the  opinion 
of  his  noble  Friend,  and  to  support  the 
Amendment  which  he  moyed.  There  could 
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be  little  doubt  tbat  agricultural  distress 
prevailed  generally  in  this  country;  but  he 
could  give,  from  his  own  personal  observa- 
tion and  knowledge,  such  a  picture  of  its 
extent  and  intensity  in  Ireland,  that  he 
was  surprised  it  did  not  call  forth  some- 
thing stronger  than  a  casual  expression  of 
regret.  As  the  chairman  of  a  board  of 
guardians  in  a  highly-favoured  portion  of 
Ireland,  he  could  state  that  at  that  mo- 
ment, even  in  that  part  of  Ireland,  all  in- 
terests, landlords,  labourers,  and  tenants, 
were  fast  progressing  to  utter  annihilation 
and  ruin,  and  that  there  was  more  distress 
in  Ireland  occasioned  by  the  legislation  of 
man  than  had  been  inflicted  by  the  visita- 
tion of  Providence.  Of  the  distress  of  the 
farmers  there  could  be  no  better  proof  than 
their  inability  to  meet  their  engagements 
to  their  landlords  and  their  other  kinds  of 
liabilities.  This  was  the  first  year  that 
the  landlords  of  his  part  of  the  country 
had  not  been  able  to  get  their  rents.  He 
knew  proprietors  who  made  large  deduc- 
tions, amounting  to  from  20  to  25  per 
cent,  in  their  rents,  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing these  reductions,  they  had  not  been 
able  to  get  the  miserable  residue  which  was 
due  to  them.  He  was  not  surprised  at 
this  when  he  saw  the  poor-rate  collector 
anticipating  the  landlord,  and  demanding 
for  one  rate,  to  cover  about  six  months, 
4:8.  or  5s,  in  the  pound  on  the  original 
valuation  of  the  land  when  prices  ranged 
from  30s,  to  S5s.  a  barrel  for  com,  where- 
as this  year  they  had  fallen  from  17^.  to 
225.  These  collectors  go  about  in  some 
instances  seizing  the  corn  crops  in  the 
haggard,  which  were  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand  of  the  poor-rate  collector 
alone.  When  he  saw  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this,  he  looked  with  the  greatest 
dread  at  the  prospects  for  the  coming  year. 
He  would  not  allude  to  the  more  distressed 
districts  of  the  west,  because  he  was  sure 
noble  Lords  who  were  connected  with  that 
part  of  Ireland  would  tell  the  House  with 
greater  effect  what  came  within  their  own 
observation.  What  was  the  effect  of  this 
state  of  things  on  employment?  They 
were  often  reminded  that  property  had  its 
duties  as  well  as  its  rights;  but  if  farmers 
were  not  unwilling,  but  unable,  to  pay  their 
rents,  how  could  the  landlords  or  the  far- 
mers employ  the  labouring  population  ? 
They  must,  on  the  contrary,  turn  out  any 
extra  labourers,  and  retain  only  such  as 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  their 
occupations.  He  had  received  a  letter  from 
Lord  Shannon,  whom  he  was  sorry  bo  did 


not  see  in  his  place,  in  which  ho  stated 
that  he  had  undertaken  large  drainage 
works  in  Cork,  but  he  was  obliged  this 
year  to  give  them  up  altogether.  Six 
hundred  men  were  in  one  fell  swoop  dis- 
missed, and  sent  to  fill  the  walls  of  the  al- 
ready overcrowded  poorhouse.  They  were 
told  that  they  ought  to  expend  capital  upon 
the  land,  for  the  purposes  of  improving 
cultivation  to  meet  that  foreign  competi- 
tion which  you  must  now  undergo.  He 
would  ask  them,  what  inducement  had  they 
to  expend  more  capital  on  that  upon  which 
they  had  already  lost  that  which  they  had 
invested  ?  He  was  sick  of  that  cry  of 
''invest  capital  in  the  land."  Capital 
would  find  its  own  level.  It  would  invest 
itself  where  it  was  most  profitable;  and  if 
its  application  to  land  was  not  a  profitable 
investment,  it  was  no  wonder  that  persons 
could  not  be  found  so  to  apply  it.  A  noble 
Lord  who  sat  near  him  (Lord  Lucan), 
had,  with  great  spirit  and  energy,  brought 
some  farms  of  his  to  rival  those  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland;  but,  though  he  offered 
them,  with  excellent  farm  buildings,  at  from 
12^.  to  18^.  an  acre,  he  could  not  induce 
any  one  to  invest  their  capital  in  them.  He 
did  not  think  they  ought  to  give  the  far- 
mer that  excuse  for  not  paying  his  rent. 
Why,  they  must  tell  him  the  truth.  When 
they  found  that  land  was  depreciated  to  so 
great  an  extent,  the  truth  must  be  known, 
that  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  must 
share  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  that 
from  whence  their  profits  came.  When 
such  was  the  melancholy  picture  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  although  the  farmers  of 
this  country  might  be  able  to  weather  the 
storm  for  some  time  longer  than  others,  it 
is  but  a  paltry  comfort  to  hear  that  manu- 
factures were  in  a  thriving  condition.  He, 
for  one,  did  not  place  much  reliance  upon 
statistics,  but  he  found  that  the  agricultu- 
ral and  landed  interests  far  exceeded  in 
numbers  and  value  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, and  he  did  not  think  that  a  class  of 
such  vast  importance  should  be  sacrificed 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  few.  He  believed 
that  the  prosperity  of  manufactures,  of 
which  they  boasted,  was  but  temporary 
and  ephemeral,  and,  perhaps,  would  for 
the  future  be  more  so  than  it  had  hitherto 
been.  In  the  history  of  this  country  they 
found  that  periodical  prosperity  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  reaction;  and  at  the  present 
time  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  more 
prosperity  than  they  experienced  on  for- 
mer occasions,  which  had  been  followed  by 
great  distress  and  suffering*    In  answer 
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to  those  who  maintained  that  the  present 

prosperity  of  manufactures  was  owing  to 

the   repeal   of   the    corn   laws    and    the 

other  measures  of  free  trade,   he  would 

ask  nohle  Lords  to  compare  the  returns 

of  five  years  at  different  periods — that  of 

five  years  preceding  1849,  and  the  ^ve 

years  preceding  1838 — ^let  them  compare 

the   amount  of  the  consumption  of  that 

great  home  manufacture,  cotton,  and  they 

would  find  that  in  the  former  period,  when 

the  protective  system   of  policy  was   in 

operation,  the  increase  in  the  manufacture 

of  that  staple  article  was  no  less  than  28 

per  cent ;  while  in  the  other  period,  under 

a  free-trfiide  system,  the  increase  had  only 

amounted  to  13  per  cent : — 

Cotton  imported  for  Home  Consumption. 

1833 lbs.  287,000,000 

1834")  303,400,000 

1835  >  good  harvesU  ...     348,100,000 

1886J  347,400,000 

1837  (panic) 365,700,000 


Average  for  fiyo  years 
looo    .*•         ••.         *.* 

1844)  

1845  >  good  haryests 
1846/  ...         ... 

1847  (panic) 

lOvO     ...  *••  ••• 

Ayerage  for  fiye  years 


324,320,080 

416,700,000 

544,000,000 
606,600,000 
614,300,000 
441,400,000 
576,600,000 

556,580,000 


1849 629,600,000 

He  would  remind  the  House  also  that  the 
price  of  corn  in  1838  was  not  less  than 
his,  the  quarter,  and  that  a  large  quantity 
of  it  had  heen  taken  out  of  bond  at 
70*.  in  September  of  that  year.  That 
was  a  proof  that  manufacturing  pros- 
perity was  not  dependent  upon  low  prices. 
He  did  not  mean  to  state  that  anything 
had  been  positively  proved,  but  he  thought 
the  argument  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturers  was  owing  to  free  trade,  had 
been  entirely  disproved  by  what  had  oc- 
curred in  the  previous  period.  The  great 
advantage  the  manufacturers  had  derived 
from  the  free-trade  system  was,  that  they 
could  send  out  goods  so  cheap  as  to  com- 
mand the  markets  abroad,  although  the 
prices  were  barely  remunerative.  It  should, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  that  expor- 
tation might,  at  any  moment,  be  stopped 
hy  a  glut  of  the  markets,  or  hostile  tariffs, 
which,  while  adding  to  the  revenue  of  the 
imposer,  would  diminish  the  consumption 
of  English  goods  by  the  consequent  rise  of 
price,  and  hring  down  the  manufacturer  to 
a  scale  of  cheapness  unremunerative  to 
him  and  croBhing  to  the  lahourer ;  or  com- 


pel him  to  pay  for  foreign  produce  in  bul- 
lion, leaving  miUs  idle  and  operatiyes  starr- 
ing, and  enabling  the  foreigner,  with  raised 
prices  at  home,  owing  to  the  influx  of  our 
bullion,  doubly  to  profit  by  the  unnatural 
cheapness  of  our  productions.  He  would  not 
go  further  into  the  discussion  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade.     In  conclusion,  how- 
ever, he  would  say  simply  one  word  as  to 
the  charge  that  had  been  made   against 
them  by  their  adversaries.     It  was  aSeged 
that  the  landed  interest  wished  to  provoke 
a  war  of  classes.     Now,  in  the  name  of 
the  noble  Lords  with  whom  he  acted,  be 
would  say  that  they  utterly  deprecated  any 
such  object.     It  was  not  he  and  the  nobk 
Lords  who  thought  with  him    who  were 
anxious  to  provoke  such  a  war ;  but  it  was 
the  men  who,  for  their  own  selfish  ends, 
had,  by  illegal  combinations,  attacked  the 
other  interests   of  the  country.      It  wts 
they  who,  for  their  own  selfish  purposes, 
were  arraying  one  class  against   another. 
For  his  part,  the  only  object  he  had  in 
view  was  to  promote  and  preserve  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.     Feeling  that  the 
distress  of  the  agricultural  classes  was  not 
a  temporary  evil,  but  likely  to  be  perma- 
nent, and  being  anxious,  to  the  best  of  his 
power,  to  preserve  them  from  annihilation, 
he  should  give  his  cordial  support  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord  near  him; 
and  he  thought  that  by  so  doing  he  would 
best  prevent  those  who  appeared  bent  upon 
destroying  all  that  was  most  sacred  in  the 
institutions  of  the  country  from  succeeding 
in  their  designs,  and  enable  England  to 
maintain  the  rank  she  had  hitherto  held 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  said,  that  as 
an  Amendment  had  been  moved  to  the 
Address,  though  in  a  very  temperate,  con- 
siderate, and  able  manner,  by  the  noble 
Earl  opposite,  perhaps  their  Lordships 
would  allow  him  to  offer  a  few  observations 
on  the  position  of  the  immediate  question 
which  they  had  now  to  decide — which  was, 
whether  their  Lordships  would  do  well  to 
alter  the  Address  which  had  been  moved 
by  his  noble  Friend  behind  him,  and  to 
substitute  for  it  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Earl.  Now,  in  adverting  to  the  dif- 
ference which  that  Amendment  introduced 
into  the  substance  of  the  Address,  he  had 
to  observe  that  it  was  confined  within  a 
very  narrow  range.  It  did  not  pretend  to 
controvert  that  which  the  Address  asserted, 
that  Her  Majesty  was  able  to  congratulate 
Her  people  on  "  the  improved  condition 
of  conmierce  and  manufactures,"  which, 
though  it  might  appear  in  a  paltry  light  to 
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the  noble  Earl  who  had  just  sat  down,  he 
(the  Earl  of  Carlisle)  regarded  as  affecting 
some  of  the  greatest  and  most  enduring  inte- 
rests in  this  empire.  The  Speech  adverted 
also  to  the  distress  preyailing  among  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  The  noble 
Earl  complained  that  the  Speech  of  Her 
Majesty  only  expressed  **  regret"  at  the 
distress  to  which  the  agricultural  portion 
of  the  community  had  been  subjected,  and 
thought  **  regret"  was  but  a  cold  word  to 
use;  but  he  had  to  observe  that,  in  speak- 
ing of  that  distress,  the  actual  words  used 
were,  not  "regret,"  but  "greatly  la- 
ments;" this,  at  best,  therefore,  was  but  a 
philological  difference  in  the  words  of  the 
Address  and  Amendment.  The  material 
difference  was  this  :  Her  Majesty  and  Her 
Government  did  not  deny,  but  admitted, 
the  distress  which  prevailed  among  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land;  therefore, 
in  dealing  with  this  Address  and  with 
the  Amendment,  he  would  advise  their 
Lordships  to  look  not  so  much  at  the 
actual  expressions  contained  in  either, 
but  to  consider  the  views  with  which  the 
Amendment  was  proposed,  the  hopes  by 
which  it  was  suggested,  the  construction 
which  might  be  put  upon  it,  and  the  re- 
sults which  would  follow  from  its  actual 
adoption.  There  was  no  great  difference  in 
the  actual  force  of  the  terms  employed  in 
the  Address  and  the  Amendment.  The 
Amendment,  indeed,  referred  to  local  bur- 
dens; but  he  thought  their  Lordships  would 
agree  that  any  discussion  with  respect  to 
the  exact  incidence  of  local  burdens  and 
their  distribution,  would  be  more  conveni- 
ently and  properly  deferred  till  the  ques- 
tion was  regularly  brought  before  the 
House.  The  Amendment,  however,  at- 
tributed the  distress  under  which  the  agri- 
cultural interests  suffered  to  recent  legisla- 
tive changes.  It  was  his  opinion  that  if 
their  Lordships  sanctioned  the  proposed 
Amendment,  and  agreed  to  substitute  it  for 
the  original  words  of  the  Address,  they 
would  by  so  doing  allow  it  to  be  understood 
throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land,  that  they  threw  a  doubt  upon 
the  recent  legislation,  were  prepared  to  re- 
consider it,  and  indeed  were  willing  to  re- 
verse it.  Now  this,  he  thought,  would  be 
a  very  mistaken  and  a  very  disastrous  con- 
clusion to  arrive  at;  and  it  was  upon  that 
ground  that  he  called  upon  them  not  to 
temporise  upon  the  subject,  and  by  so  doing 
give  rise  to  such  delusions,  but  to  give  an 
unqualified  negative  to  the  Amendment 
which  had  just  been  moved.  The  noble 
Earl  who  seconded  the  Amendment  did  so 


with  a  degree  of  feeling  which  he  was 
afraid  he  had  almost  drawn  from  his  own 
experience  of  the  present  distressed  state 
of  Ireland.  No  person  was  less  disposed 
than  himself  to  underrate  the  distress  which 
prevailed  in  that  country;  but  he  confessed 
that  when,  from  the  experience  of  the  last 
three  years,  it  was  plain  that  Ireland  could 
be  brought  through — ^he  knew  he  could 
only  barely  with  truth  make  use  of  such  an 
expression — that  horrible  state  of  destitu- 
tion and  suffering  to  which  she  had  been 
subjected  only  by  the  plenty  and  cheapness 
of  the  com  brought  from  abroad,  he  did  not 
think  that  it  was  in  connexion  with  the  state 
of  Ireland  that  their  Lordships  could  quarrel 
with  or  censure  the  system  of  free  trade. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  follow  the  noble 
Earl  who  moved  the  Amendment  through- 
out the  very  clear  and  able  retrospect  which 
he  presented  to  their  Lordships  of  all  the 
legislation  connected  with  agriculture  and 
corn;  but  when  the  noble  Earl  adverted  to 
the  law  of  1815,  and  to  the  mimimum  price 
of  80*.  per  quarter  for  com,  which  was 
then  laid  down  as  the  price  to  be  attained 
before  com  could  be  imported  into  the 
country — and  then  proceeded  to  allude  to 
the  law  of  1828,  and  to  the  sum  of  56*. 
which  was  then  calculated  as  the  turning 
price  at  which  com  might  be  imported — 
though  if  he  (the  Earl  of  Carlisle)  rightly 
recollected  the  discussions  of  that  time, 
the  price  was  assumed  to  be  rather  from 
63«.  to  65^.— when  the  noble  Earl  alluded 
to  the  effects  of  this  legislation,  he  surely 
must  have  forgotten  that  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  admit  com  at  a  less  price  than 
80*.,  or  less  than  635.,  they  constantly  and 
regidarly  heard  the  same  bodings  and  anti- 
cipations of  distress  which  at  the  present 
time  so  painfully  met  their  ears;  and  as  the 
agricultural  interests  and  farming  energies 
of  this  country  had  overcome  the  embar- 
rassments anticipated'  from  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  com  at  lower  prices  than 
80*.  and  65$,,  so  he  hoped,  even  if  com 
was  destined  not  to  rise  above  the  average 
of  41».  per  quarter,  yet  that,  even  with 
that  desponding  anticipation,  the  agricul- 
tural energies  of  this  country  would  know 
how  to  rise  above  the  difficulty.  During 
the  whole  of  the  discussions  which  had  re- 
cently taken  place  upon  this  subject,  and 
throughout  that  conflict  of  opinion  which 
had  pervaded  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  whether  in  the  press  or  on  the  plat- 
form— and  upon  some  of  the  platforms  there 
had  been  some,  now  here,  who  had  not  been 
backward  in  expressing  their  opinions  upon 
the  subject — ^but  throughout  diese  discus* 
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Bions  tbero  had  been  a  great  deal  of  nice 
and  ingenious  calculation  bestowed  upon 
the  question  at  what  cost  corn  could  be 
grown,  BO  as  to  leave  a  fair  profit  to  the 
grower,  and  at  what  range  of  prices  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  could  be  profitably 
carried  on.  Ho  was  not  disposed  to  deny 
either  the  pertinency  or  importance  of  such 
calculations;  and  it  would  be  a  strange 
thing  indeed  if  he  who,  like  many  of 
their  Lordships,  derived  all  he  possessed, 
and  all  he  ever  hoped  to  possess,  from 
the  land,  and  who,  like  many  of  their 
Lordships,  had  to  labour  under  a  very 
oppressive  amount  of  fixed  incumbrance, 
derived  from  generations  who  had  gone 
before  him — it  would  be  strange  indeed 
if  he  were  indiflferent  to  the  issue  of 
Buch  calculations  or  speculations  as  to  the 
value  of  landed  property.  He  was  one, 
therefore,  who  could  fully  acquiesce  in  that 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  in  which 
She  lamented  that  any  portion  of  Her  sub- 
jects, such  as  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  should  be  suffering  distress.  But  of 
course  the  extent  of  that  concern,  and  the 
degroe  of  his  alarm,  would  be  somewhat  in 
proportion  to  the  apprehended  duration  of 
the  distress,  and  the  fact  whether  it  was 
occasional  or  exceptional,  or  whether  it  was 
produced  by  special  and  exceptional  causes 
not  liable  continually  to  prevail  or  con- 
stantly to  recur  ;  for  in  that  case  it  would 
bo  plain  that  the  agricultural  interest  were 
undergoing  that  which  every  other  pur- 
suit, every  other  profession,  every  other 
branch  of  industry,  and  every  source  of 
emolument — seemed  destined  by  the  laws 
of  the  universe  to  undergo,  and  from  which 
laws  of  vicissitude  and  change  agriculture 
has,  in  the  most  marked  degree,  whether 
protected  or  unprotected,  never  been  ex- 
empt. The  question,  then,  which  their 
Lordships  had  to  bear  in  view,  in  deciding 
upon  this  subject,  was,  whether  it  was  ab- 
solutely certain  that  the  present  distress 
might  not  be  temporary  and  casual  in  its 
nature  and  duration.  It  had  been  already 
stated,  in  the  course  of  this  evening,  that 
the  prices  of  corn  have  twice,  within  the 
memory  of  many  of  their  Lordships,  been 
lower  even  when  agriculture  was  basking 
under  the  full  glow  of  protection,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  mid  sunshine  of  legislative 
favour;  and  it  had  been  even  said  that 
there  was,  at  those  periods,  no  great 
amount  of  distress.  If  he  turned,  how- 
ever, to  the  statements  of  those  Gentlemen 
who  represented  the  agricultural  interest  at 
those  periods,  if  their  Lordships  referred  to 
their  speeches  in  Parliament,  to  the  Motions 


which  they  made,  they  would  at  least  find 
that  the  cry  was  then  very  little  less  loud 
than  it  was  at  the  present  day.  What,  how- 
ever, he  wanted  their  Lordships  to  bear 
in  mind  was,  that  after  a  series  of  discus- 
sions, continued  through  many  years,  which 
had  engrossed  the  attention,  swayed  the 
convictions,  and  enlisted  the  passions  of  all 
classes  of  the  community,  they  had  resolved 
upon  trying  a  great  experiment.  He  thought 
it  had  been  continually,  repeatedly,  and 
most  laudably  avowed  by  all  parties,  by  the 
most  friendly  as  well  as  the  most  hostUe  to 
the  change,  that  as  it  was  settled  by  the  Im- 
perial Legislature  that  a  great  experiment 
was  to  be  made,  it  ought  to  be  fully  and 
fairly  tested.  Now,  since  the  first  fair  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  the  law,  not 
one  whole  year  had  elapsed.  So  much  then 
with  respect  to  time.  Then,  so  far,  in  his 
humble  judgment  at  least,  from  no  special 
and  exceptional  causes  having  been  at  work 
throughout  the  period  of  the  application  of 
the  experiment,  there  perhaps  never  was  a 
time  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world  in 
which  so  many  causes,  which  seemed  to 
him  extraordinary  and  exceptional,  had 
been  heaped  together,  all  of  which  bore  in 
the  most  marked  and  prominent  manner 
upon  the  prices  of  corn.  He  needed  only 
to  mention  to  their  Lordships  the  famine 
in  Ireland,  the  extensive  and  successive 
failures  of  the  potato  crop — the  main  ar- 
ticle of  subsistence  for  the  people  of  that 
country,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  united  kingdom — and  the  unparalleled 
revolutionary  convulsions  which  had  per- 
vaded every  nation  and  every  comer  of  the 
Continent,  and  which  in  their  consequences 
had  most  materially  interfered  with  the 
growth  and  consumption  of  corn  in  all 
those  regions  which  they  had  aff'ected.  He 
would  leave  entirely  out  of  consideration 
any  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  seasons, 
although  they  had  a  marked  and  most  dis- 
turbing effect  on  the  prices  of  the  last  few 
years,  because  they  could  not  be  considered 
as  exceptional  causes,  inasmuch  as  variety 
and  vicissitudes  of  seasons  must  be  ex- 
pected at  all  times.  It  was  at  present  a 
controverted  point  by  all  the  most  enlight- 
ened friends  and  followers  of  agriculture, 
whether  the  cheapness  and  lowness  of 
prices  at  present  so  much  complained  of, 
was  owing  most  to  the  great  abundance 
of  the  last  harvest,  or  the  great  deficiency 
and  bad  quality  of  the  harvest  of  1848. 
What,  however,  he  had  to  contend  was, 
that  with  such  very  circumscribed  limits  for 
the  trial  of  the  experiment  upon  which  the 
country  had  resolved,  and  with  such  a 
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marked  prevalence  of  special  and  excep- 
tional causes  during  the  time  of  the  experi- 
ment, it  would  he  most  unfair,  and  altoge- 
ther preposterous,  in  his  judgment,  to  as- 
sume, that  the  experiment  had  heen  tested, 
that  it  was  exhausted,  and  that  the  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  country  was  to  he 
reconsidered,  condemned,  and  reversed. 
They  were  not,  therefore,  in  his  judgment, 
in  a  position  to  pronounce  upon  what  would 
be  the  natural  and  permanent  fruits  of  the 
groat  experiment  which  they  had  agreed  to 
make.  It  was  impossible  to  assume  at 
what  cost  corn  could  be  permanently  grown 
in  the  country,  or  whether  the  same  abun- 
dance of  foreign  import  would  at  all  times 
exist.  His  own  impression  was  not  one  of 
despondency,  discouragement,  or  despair, 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  a  point  upon 
which  he  had  no  right  to  palm  any  opinion 
of  his  own  upon  their  Lordships;  all  he 
wished  to  enforce  upon  them  was,  that  they 
were  not  then  in  a  condition  to  pronounce 
that  the  experiment  had  heen  fairly  made, 
and  that  corn  could  not  be  grown  so  as  to 
realise  better  profits  than  at  present,  or 
that  the  same  abundance  of  foreign  im- 
ports into  this  country  would  continue.  He 
owned,  however,  that  he  could  not  honestly 
stop  there,  or  confine  himself  within  those 
ambiguous  and  hypothetical  limits;  and 
he  felt  bound  in  honesty,  speaking  for 
himself,  to  tell  their  Lordships  that 
even  if  he  were  convinced  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  corn  would  never  ascend 
one  larthing  higher  than  at  present,  still 
he  was  not  prepared  to  reverse  the  po- 
licy upon  which  they  had  entered,  or  to 
revert  to  the  old  system  of  protection.  He 
would  tell  their  Lordships  why  he  would 
not  consent  to  do  so.  He  had  referred  to 
the  calculations  which  had  been  so  largely 
entered  upon  with  respect  to  the  remunera- 
tive prices  of  farming  operations,  and  had 
pronounced  his  own  inability  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  them;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  to  attempt  to  square  any  such  matter 
by  fixed  and  uniform  rules  would  be  a  most 
delusive  operation.  Each  case  must  be 
governed  by  its  own  circumstances.  Each 
farm  must  be  considered  in  its  own  spe- 
ciality, with  due  reference  to  its  position, 
its  nearness  to  the  markets,  to  the  nature 
of  its  soil,  to  the  various  growths  and 
crops  for  which  it  was  adapted,  the  amount 
of  available  skill  and  capital  which  could 
be  applied  to  it,  and  an  infinite  variety  of 
qualities,  dispositions,  and  means,  on  the 
part  of  both  landlord  and  tenant;  and  if  the 
imperious  dictation  of  circumstances,  and 
{he  permanent  condition  of  the  fanner's  pro- 


fession, should  prescribe  permanent  altera-^ 
tions  in  the  relations  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  it  was  between  those  parties  them- 
selves that  such  alterations  in  their  mutual 
relations  must  be  adjusted.  That  sentence 
in  Her  Majesty's  Speech,  which  he  had  al- 
ready quoted,  in  which  She  laments  that  any 
portion  of  Her  subjects  should  be  suffering 
distress,  and  in  which  She  makes  special 
allusion  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  is  followed  by  another  sentence,  which 
states,  **  But  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gra- 
tification to  Her  Majesty  to  witness  the  in- 
creased enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life  which  cheapness  and  plenty 
have  bestowed  upon  the  great  body  of  Her 
people.**  So,  too,  behind  the  condition  of 
the  farmers  and  landlords,  to  whom  he  had 
already  alluded,  there  loomed  forth  a  far 
wider  and  more  extensive  interest — that 
of  the  people  at  large,  to  which  all  other 
interests  must  be  secondary  and  subordi- 
nate. Now  he  believed  that  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty  rightly  assumed  the  ease 
which  had  been  given  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people  by  the  increased  enjoyment  of 
the  necessaries  and  comfiprts  of  life,  which 
cheapness  and  plenty  had  bestowed  upon 
them.  This  cheerful  assertion  in  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty,  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  ground  upon 
the  information  and  advice  which  reached 
them  from  all  parts  of  the  country — from 
the  great  increase  in  the  imports  of  those 
articles  which  were  justly  termed  **  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life.**  Not 
only  had  there  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
importations  of  those  articles,  but  there 
had  been  also  a  great  and  growing  increase 
in  their  consumption.  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  considered  themselves  justified 
in  advising  the  expression  he  referred  to, 
by  the  statements  and  details  which  had 
reached  them  from  all  the  great  marts  of 
business  and  of  commerce — from  all  the 
principal  manufacturing  and  industrial 
towns,  and  even  from  some  whose  pros- 
perity seemed  to  have  been  somewhat  on 
the  wane — he  might  mention  such  towns 
as  Leeds  and  Sheffield,  towns  which,  from 
local  causes,  had  been  looked  upon  as  hav- 
ing suffered  permanent  declension  from 
prosperity,  but  from  which  they  now  heard 
that  a  greater  amount  of  industry  and  busi- 
ness had  not  been  known  in  them  for  a  long 
series  of  years.  But  it  was  not  even  to  the 
regions  of  commerce  and  business,  or  the 
crowded  marts  of  industry  and  employ- 
ment, that  accounts  of  improvement  were 
confined.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
procur^  returns  showing  the  total  i^umber 
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sions  tbero  had  been  a  great  deal  of  nice 
and  ingenious  calculation  bestowed  upon 
the  question  at  what  cost  corn  could  be 
grown,  so  as  to  leave  a  fair  profit  to  the 
grower,  aud  at  what  range  of  prices  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  could  be  profitably 
carried  on.  He  was  not  disposed  to  deny 
either  the  pertinency  or  importance  of  such 
calculations;  and  it  would  be  a  strange 
thing  indeed  if  ho  who,  like  many  of 
their  Lordships,  derived  all  he  possessed, 
and  all  he  ever  hoped  to  possess,  from 
the  land,  and  who,  like  many  of  their 
Lordships,  had  to  labour  under  a  very 
oppressive  amount  of  fixed  incumbrance, 
derived  from  generations  who  had  gone 
before  him — it  would  be  strange  indeed 
if  ho  were  indifierent  to  the  issue  of 
Buch  calculations  or  speculations  as  to  the 
value  of  landed  property.  He  was  one, 
therefore,  who  could  fully  acquiesce  in  that 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  in  which 
She  lamented  that  any  portion  of  Her  sub- 
jects, such  as  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  should  be  suffering  distress.  But  of 
course  the  extent  of  that  concern,  and  the 
degree  of  his  alarm,  would  be  somewhat  in 
proportion  to  the  apprehended  duration  of 
tho  distress,  and  the  fact  whether  it  was 
occasional  or  exceptional,  or  whether  it  was 
produced  by  special  and  exceptional  causes 
not  liable  continually  to  prevail  or  con- 
stantly to  recur  ;  for  in  that  case  it  would 
be  plain  that  the  agricultural  interest  were 
undergoing  that  which  every  other  pur- 
suit, every  other  profession,  every  other 
branch  of  industry,  and  every  source  of 
emolument — seemed  destined  by  the  laws 
of  the  universe  to  undergo,  and  from  which 
laws  of  vicissitude  and  change  agriculture 
has,  in  the  most  marked  degree,  whether 
protected  or  unprotected,  never  been  ex- 
empt. Tho  question,  then,  which  their 
Lordships  had  to  bear  in  view,  in  deciding 
upon  this  subject,  was,  whether  it  was  ab- 
solutely certain  that  the  present  distress 
might  not  be  temporary  and  casual  in  its 
nature  and  duration.  It  had  been  already 
stated,  in  the  course  of  this  evening,  that 
tho  prices  of  corn  have  twice,  within  the 
memory  of  many  of  their  Lordships,  been 
lower  even  when  agriculture  was  basking 
under  the  full  glow  of  protection,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  mid  sunshine  of  legislative 
favour;  and  it  had  been  even  said  that 
there  was,  at  those  periods,  no  great 
amount  of  distress.  If  he  turned,  how- 
ever, to  the  statements  of  those  Gentlemen 
who  represented  the  agricultural  interest  at 
those  periods,  if  their  Lordships  referred  to 
their  speeches  in  Parliament,  to  tho  Motions 


which  they  made,  they  would  at  least  find 
that  the  cry  was  then  very  little  less  loud 
than  it  was  at  the  present  daj.  What,  how- 
ever, he  wanted  their  Lordships  to  bear 
in  mind  was,  that  after  a  series  of  discu- 
sions,  continued  through  many  years,  which 
had  engrossed  the  attention,  swayed  the 
convictions,  and  enlisted  the  passions  of  all 
classes  of  tho  community,  they  had  resolved 
upon  trying  a  great  experiment.  He  thought 
it  had  been  continually,  repeatedly,  and 
most  laudably  avowed  by  all  parties,  by  the 
most  friendly  as  well  as  the  most  hostile  to 
the  change,  that  as  it  was  settled  hy  the  Im- 
perial Legislature  that  a  great  experiment 
was  to  be  made,  it  ought  to  be  fully  and 
fairly  tested.  Now,  since  the  first  fair  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  the  law,  not 
one  whole  year  had  elapsed.  So  much  then 
with  respect  to  time.  Then,  so  far,  in  hii 
humble  judgment  at  least,  from  no  special 
and  exceptional  causes  having  been  at  work 
throughout  tho  period  of  the  application  of 
the  experiment,  there  perhaps  never  was  t 
time  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world  in 
which  so  many  causes,  which  seemed  to 
him  extraordinary  and  exceptional,  had 
been  heaped  together,  all  of  which  bore  in 
the  most  marked  and  prominent  manner 
upon  the  prices  of  corn.  He  needed  only 
to  mention  to  their  Lordships  the  famine 
in  Ireland,  the  extensive  and  successive 
failures  of  the  potato  crop — the  main  ar- 
ticle of  subsistence  for  tho  people  of  thai 
country,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  united  kingdom — and  the  unparalleled 
revolutionary  convulsions  which  had  per- 
vaded every  nation  and  every  comer  of  the 
Continent,  and  which  in  their  consequences 
had  most  materially  interfered  with  the 
growth  and  consumption  of  com  in  all 
those  regions  which  they  had  affected.  He 
would  leave  entirely  out  of  consideration 
any  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  seasons, 
although  they  had  a  marked  and  most  dis- 
turbing effect  on  the  prices  of  the  last  few 
years,  because  they  could  not  be  considered 
as  exceptional  causes,  inasmuch  as  variety 
and  vicissitudes  of  seasons  must  he  ex- 
pected at  all  times.  It  was  at  present  a 
controverted  point  by  all  the  most  enlight- 
ened friends  and  followers  of  agriculture, 
whether  the  cheapness  and  lowness  of 
prices  at  present  so  much  complained  of, 
was  owing  most  to  the  great  abundance 
of  the  last  harvest,  or  the  great  deficiency 
and  bad  quality  of  the  harvest  of  1S48, 
What,  however,  he  had  to  contend  was, 
tliat  with  such  very  circumscribed  limits  for 
the  trial  of  tho  experiment  upon  which  the 
country  bad  resolved,  and  with  such   a 
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marked  prevalence  of  special  and  excep- 
tional causes  during  the  time  of  the  experi- 
ment, it  would  he  most  unfair,  and  altoge- 
ther preposterous,  in  his  judgment,  to  as- 
sume, that  the  experiment  had  heen  tested, 
that  it  was  exhausted,  and  that  the  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  country  was  to  he 
reconsidered,  condemned,  and  reversed. 
They  were  not,  therefore,  in  his  judgment, 
in  a  position  to  pronounce  upon  what  would 
be  the  natural  and  permanent  fruits  of  the 
groat  experiment  which  they  had  agreed  to 
make.  It  was  impossible  to  assume  at 
what  cost  corn  could  he  permanently  grown 
in  the  country,  or  whether  the  same  abun- 
dance of  foreign  import  would  at  all  times 
exist.  His  own  impression  was  not  one  of 
despondency,  discouragement,  or  despair, 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  a  point  upon 
which  he  had  no  right  to  palm  any  opinion 
of  his  own  upon  their  Lordships;  all  he 
wished  to  enforce  upon  them  was,  that  they 
were  not  then  in  a  condition  to  pronounce 
that  the  experiment  had  been  fairly  made, 
and  that  corn  could  not  he  grown  so  as  to 
realise  better  profits  than  at  present,  or 
that  the  same  abundance  of  foreign  im- 
ports into  this  country  would  continue.  He 
owned,  however,  that  he  could  not  honestly 
stop  there,  or  confine  himself  within  those 
ambiguous  and  hypothetical  limits;  and 
be  felt  bound  in  honesty,  speaking  for 
himself,  to  tell  their  Lordships  that 
even  if  he  were  convinced  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  corn  would  never  ascend 
one  farthing  higher  than  at  present,  still 
be  was  not  prepared  to  reverse  the  po- 
licy upon  which  they  had  entered,  or  to 
revert  to  the  old  system  of  protection.  He 
would  tell  their  Lordships  why  he  would 
not  consent  to  do  so.  He  had  referred  to 
the  calculations  which  had  been  so  largely 
entered  upon  with  respect  to  the  remunera- 
tive prices  of  farming  operations,  and  had 
pronounced  his  own  inability  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  them;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  to  attempt  to  square  any  such  matter 
by  fixed  and  uniform  rules  would  be  a  most 
delusive  operation.  Each  case  must  be 
governed  by  its  own  circumstances.  Each 
farm  must  be  considered  in  its  own  spe- 
ciality, with  due  reference  to  its  position, 
its  nearness  to  the  markets,  to  the  nature 
of  its  soil,  to  the  various  growths  and 
crops  for  which  it  was  adapted,  the  amount 
of  available  skill  and  capital  which  could 
be  applied  to  it,  and  an  infinite  variety  of 
qualities,  dispositions,  and  means,  on  the 
part  of  both  landlord  and  tenant;  and  if  the 
imperious  dictation  of  circumstances,  and 
tbe  permanent  condition  of  the  fanner's  pro- 


fession, should  prescribe  permanent  altera- 
tions  in  the  relations  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  it  was  between  those  parties  them- 
selves that  such  alterations  in  their  mutual 
relations  must  be  adjusted.  That  sentence 
in  Her  Majesty's  Speech,  which  he  had  al- 
ready quoted,  in  which  She  laments  that  any 
portion  of  Her  subjects  should  be  suffering 
distress,  and  in  which  She  makes  special 
allusion  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  is  followed  by  another  sentence,  which 
states,  **  But  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gra- 
tification to  Her  Majesty  to  witness  the  in- 
creased enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life  which  cheapness  and  plenty 
have  bestowed  upon  the  great  body  of  Her 
people.**  So,  too,  behind  the  condition  of 
the  farmers  and  landlords,  to  whom  he  had 
already  alluded,  there  loomed  forth  a  far 
wider  and  more  extensive  interest — that 
of  the  people  at  large,  to  which  all  other 
interests  must  be  secondary  and  subordi- 
nate. Now  he  believed  that  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty  rightly  assumed  the  ease 
which  had  been  given  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people  by  the  increased  enjoyment  of 
the  necessaries  and  comfiprts  of  life,  which 
cheapness  and  plenty  had  bestowed  upon 
them.  This  cheerful  assertion  in  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty,  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  ground  upon 
the  information  and  advice  which  reached 
them  from  all  parts  of  the  country — from 
the  great  increase  in  the  imports  of  those 
articles  which  were  justly  termed  **  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life.**  Not 
only  had  there  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
importations  of  those  articles,  but  there 
had  been  also  a  great  and  growing  increase 
in  their  consumption.  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  considered  themselves  justified 
in  advising  the  expression  he  referred  to, 
by  the  statements  and  details  which  had 
reached  them  from  all  the  great  marts  of 
business  and  of  commerce — from  all  the 
principal  manufacturing  and  industrial 
towns,  and  even  from  some  whose  pros- 
perity seemed  to  have  been  somewhat  on 
the  wane — he  might  mention  such  towns 
as  Leeds  and  Shefiield,  towns  which,  from 
local  causes,  had  been  looked  upon  as  hay- 
ing suffered  permanent  declension  from 
prosperity,  but  from  which  they  now  heard 
that  a  greater  amount  of  industry  and  busi- 
ness had  not  been  known  in  them  for  a  long 
series  of  years.  But  it  was  not  even  to  the 
regions  of  commerce  and  business,  or  the 
crowded  marts  of  industry  and  employ- 
ment, that  accounts  of  improvement  were 
confined.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
procured  returns  shoeing  tbe  total  number 
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of  paupers  receiving  indoor  and  outdoor 
relief  on  the  let  day  of  January,  1849, 
and  for  the  same  day  of  1850,  in  602 
unions  in  England  and  Wales.  He  did  not 
wish  any  statement  which  he  might  make 
on  this  suhject  to  he  carried  too  far.  He 
had  no  douht  that  there  were  many  dis- 
tricts in  the  country  in  which  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land  were  most  laudahly 
exerting  themselves,  even  in  spite  of, 
and  in  the  face  of,  their  own  distressed 
and  impoverished  condition,  in  keeping  the 
men  whom  they  employed  from  the  work- 
house, hy  employing  them  upon  works 
which  would  prohahly  not  prove  remunera- 
tive to  themselves — ^he  had  no  douht  what- 
ever that  such  was  the  case,  to  a  consider- 
ate extent,  and  he  did  not  therefore  wish 
greater  stress  to  he  laid  upon  the  returns 
of  the  numher  of  paupers  than  was  due;  hut 
still,  in  looking  to  the  whole  aspect  of  the 
country,  they  had  a  right  to  assume,  as 
one  material  element  of  its  condition,  the 
aggregate  sum  of  relief  which  at  different 
periods  was  given  to  the  most  indigent 
classes  of  the  country.  From  the  returns 
which  had  heen  firesented  to  the  Govern- 
ment, it  appeared  that  in  the  numher  of 
paupers  receiving  relief  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1850,  as  compared  with  the  same  pe- 
riod of  1849,  there  had  heen  a  decrease  of 
ahout  7  per  cent.  Ho  was  quite  aware 
that  it  was  not  so  great  a  decrease  as 
might  he  desired — 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Does  the  return  in- 
clude the  whole  of  the  parishes  of  England 
and  Wales  ? 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  :  It  was  a  re- 
turn from  602  parishes,  in  different  parts  of 
the  country;  no  selection  had  heen  made  of 
them,  and  it  included  all  the  parishes  from 
which  returns  can  be  procured  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners.  This  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  pauperism  was  not  confined  to 
the  manufacturing  districts  or  manufac- 
turing counties.  lie  was  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  large 
manufacturing  cities  and  marts  of  industry, 
a  decrease  might  have  been  expected,  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  business  in 
these  places;  but  the  decrease  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  those  places.  In  Bed- 
fordshire, which  was  not  a  very  manufac- 
turing county,  the  decrease  within  the  last 
year  had  been  11  percent;  even  in  agri- 
cultural Buckinghamshire,  there  had  been 
a  decrease  of  about  6  per  cent.  In  Cam- 
bridgeshire, the  variation  had  been  on  the 
other  side;  in  Derbyshire,  the  decrease 
had  been  11  per  cent;  even  in  Dorsetshire, 
which  was  generally  considered  as  almost 


the  worst  of  agrieultiiral  ootmtiefl  in  pobt 
of  distress,  there  was  an  improremeot  ts 
the  extent  of  about  6  per  cent.  In  Dmi- 
ham  and  Northumberland  there  had  bees 
an  increase,  owing  chiefly  to  nnaneeefliM 
mining  operations.  But»  as  miffht  be  ex- 
pected, the  greatest  diminntion  had  takei 
place  in  the  counties  of  Lancashire  and 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  In  the 
East  Riding,  which  was  purely  agricul- 
tural in  its  character,  there  was  a  dimim- 
tion  of  about  7  per  cent.  In  Nottinghim* 
shire,  the  decrease  was  about  7  per  eesL 
Thus  the  agricultural  counties  participated 
in  the  improvement  as  much  as  the  manu- 
facturing. With  respect  to  Ireland,  al- 
though he  was  not  able  to  congratnkto 
their  Lordships  upon  the  distress  of  that 
country  being  materially  relieyed»  yet  then 
were  many  symptoms  of  amendment 
Among  other  pleasing  indications,  he  fbond 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  workhouses  in 
that  country,  owing  probably  to  the  chei^ 
ness  and  plenty  of  proyisions»  had  been 
reduced  from  2s,  Id.  per  head,  which  it 
was  last  year,  to  Is.  id.  at  the  present 
time.  In  the  face  of  such  results  as  these, 
with  a  general  increase  of  prosperity  whieh 
marked  their  commerce  and  mannfactnres, 
and  all  their  seats  of  industry,  and  in  con- 
nexion with  this  prosperity  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of 
life,  and  a  decrease  of  pauperism  even  in 
the  most  agricultural  of  our  districts,  he 
felt  compelled,  in  answer  to  the  nohle  Earl 
opposite,  to  state  frankly,  that,  eyen  if 
their  agricultural  prospects  were  more 
gloomy  and  discoura^ng  than  they  were 
at  present,  he  could  not,  under  any  cir- 
ciunstances  which  he  could  contemplate, 
bring  himself  to  be  a  party  to  any  measure 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  checking 
the  present  cheapness  and  plenty  in  all  the 
great  articles  of  human  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment, and,  above  all,  in  the  indispensable 
articles  of  human  subsistence  which,  with- 
out reference  to,  or  distinction  between, 
particular  classes  and  sections  of  the  com- 
munity, were  so  well  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  well-being  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. Reduce  the  chief  protectionist 
complaints  and  demands  to  their  real  ele- 
ments, and  what  are  they  ?  lie  did  not 
say  in  tho  conscious  intention  of  those 
from  whom  they  proceeded,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  the  agricultural  body  were  not 
one  whit  more  selfish  than  those  who  com- 
posed any  other  class  or  section  among 
the  people — perhaps,  in  some  respects,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  say  they  were  eyen 
less  so;  for  they  touched  the  rest  of  the 
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community  upon  more  points  than  any 
other ;  but  reduce  their  great  complaint 
to  its  real  element,  and  what  was  it  but 
that  there  was  too  much  to  eat  in  the 
country?  [Laughter  and  ironical  cheers,] 
If  he  had  not  stated  it  correctly,  he  really 
did  not  see  what  was  the  charge  against 
free  trade.  If  the  complaint  was  not  of 
too  much  com  imported,  inducing  too 
much  cheapness  in  the  home  markets, 
what  was  it  ?  He  would  like  to  hear  one 
explanation  as  to  where  the  complaint  did 
attach  itself  to  free  trade,  if  not  founded 
upon  the  opinion  that  too  much  foreign- 
grown  corn  was  imported,  and  home-grown 
corn  was  too  cheap.  He  knew  that  it  was 
sometimes  pretended  that  the  abolition  of 
protection  would  have  a  tendency  to  throw 
land  out  of  cultivation,  and  that,  therefore, 
though  they  continued  to  import  greater 
quantities  from  abroad  than  formerly,  they 
would  not  have  a  greater  quantity  to  eat 
at  home.  But  that  was  surely  not  the 
case  at  present ;  it  could  not  be  said  that 
any  considerable  portion  of  land  had  been 
thrown  out  of  cultivation.  If  he  were 
informed  rightly,  there  had  been  a  greater 
breadth  of  land  sown  with  wheat  during  the 
last  year  than  had  ever  before  been  the  case. 
There  were  also  not  less  than  seventy -two 
applications  for  enclosures  of  land  made  to 
Parliament  this  year,  the  Bills  for  which 
would  provide  for  the  enclosure  of  48,065 
acres,  being  a  far  greater  number  of  sepa- 
rate applications  than  had  ever  before  been 
made  to  Parliament  in  one  year,  although 
it  was  true  that  a  larger  quantity  of  land 
was  involved  in  the  application  for  en- 
closures which  had  been  made  last  year : 
surely  that  was  a  circumstance  from  which 
it  was  reasonable  to  infer  that  apprehension 
of  ruin  to  the  agricultural  interest  did  not 
greatly  prevail.  If,  then,  the  quantity  of 
home-grown  produce  was  not  to  be  di- 
minished, and  if  the  same  quantity  of  pro- 
duce is  to  come  from  abroad,  and  there  is 
matter  of  blame  against  free  trade,  what 
else  can  it  be  than  that  there  is  too  much 
to  eat  in  the  country  ?  If  corn  was 
not  too  cheap,  and  not  too  abundant,  what 
was  it  that  they  accused  free  trade  of 
doing  ?  They  could  not  accuse  free  trade 
of  having  diminished  their  trade,  or  of 
having  injuriously  affected  their  manufac- 
tures, or  that  it  had  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try a  large  store  of  bullion.  The  com- 
plaints of  cheapness  in  the  home  market, 
and  abundance  in  the  foreign,  resolved, 
therefore,  into  their  natural  elements,  are 
simply  that  there  was  too  much  to  eat  in 
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the  country.  Now,  with  respect  to  any 
change  of  policy  founded  upon  these  com- 
plaints, he  did  not  know  how  it  might  be 
with  the  well-ordered  estates  of  their 
Lordships,  with  their  carefully-tended  vil- 
lages and  cottages;  but  he  felt  persuaded 
that,  apart  from  any  such  enlightened  and 
benevolent  superintendence,  there  were 
scarcely  any  by-lanes  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, or  back  streets  in  their  large  towns 
and  cities,  and  alleys  —  some  of  which 
were  to  be  found  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  gorgeous  chamber  in  which  he 
was  speaking  —  he  wished  they  were 
not  —  which  could  not  give  a  fearful 
contradiction  to  the  assumption  that  the 
country  was  suffering  from  a  superabun- 
dance of  food.  Sooner  than  consent  to  any 
measure  which  should  either  in  seeming  or 
in  reality  diminish  the  command  over  the 
comforts  or  necessaries  of  life  of  the  great 
masses  of  the  people  —  sooner  than  he 
would  give  his  individual  consent  to  any 
proposition,  or  to  any  change  of  policy, 
which  would  have  that  effect,  he  would 
rather  forfeit  the  place  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  hold  among  their  Lordships* 
ranks.  With  these  feelings,  and  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  not  reverse  the 
policy  which  the  Legislature  had  resolved 
upon — that  they  would  not,  by  any  spe- 
cious words  or  amendments,  allow  it  to  go 
forth  to  the  country  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  revert  to  the  old  policy,  he  called 
upon  them  to  give  a  positive,  and,  in  point 
of  number,  an  overwhelming  refusal  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Earl. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND :  I  shall  be- 
gin by  thanking  my  noble  Friend  who  has 
just  sat  down  for  the  very  important  ad- 
missions he  has  made,  and  which  are  the 
real  secret  of  those  free-trade  movements. 
Formerly,  my  Lords,  it  was  thought  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  interest 
was  one  of  the  happiest  indications  of  the 
improvement  of  the  nation ;  but  now  it 
seems  to  be  altogether  disregarded,  and 
my  noble  Friend  tells  us  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ruin  which  a  free-trade  policy  has 
brought  upon  agriculture,  he  would  sooner 
forfeit  his  rank  and  station,  and  even  the 
office  which  he  holds,  than  vote  for  its  re- 
versal. But  I  warn  the  noble  Earl  that,  if 
that  policy  be  persisted  in,  he  will  have  no 
occasion  to  make  a  voluntary  sacrifice,  for 
ho  will  be  shorn  of  all  his  honours  and 
emoluments.  I  wish  my  noble  Friend  to 
pay  some  attention  to  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Address.  Her  Majesty  expresses  re- 
gret— observe! — not  at  the  distress  and 
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Buffering  of  tho  agricultural  class — no,  Iler 
Majesty  was  not  instructed  to  express  any 
sorrow  for  their  condition.  What  signify 
the  ruin  and  misery  of  thousands  of  far- 
mers and  labourers  as  long  as  the  cotton 
spinners  filled  their  pockets  with  money, 
and  the  Member  for  the  West  Riding  is 
satisfied  ? 

Earl  GREY  :  Read  the  paragi*aph. 

Tho  Duke  of  RICHMOND:  The  Queen 
does  not,  I  repeat,  express  regret  at  the 
distress  of  tho  owners  and  occupiers  of 
the  land.  When  I  say  the  Queen,  of  course 
I  mean  Her  advisers  ;  hut  I  have  a  right 
to  mention  it  as  the  Queen's  Speech. 
What  Her  Majesty  docs  express  is  regret 
at  the  complaints  which  have  reached  Ucr 
from  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  proceed- 
ing from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
soil.  This  was  neither  more  nor  loss  than 
"  a  slap  on  the  face*'  for  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  for  making  complaints. 
Her  Majesty,  I  admit,  laments  that  any 
portion  of  Her  subjects  should  bo  suffering 
distress.  The  truth  of  the  case  is,  my 
Lords,  that  I  consider  this  clause  as  an  in- 
sult to  tho  agricultural  interest.  When 
my  noble  Friend  quoted  from  any  return, 
I  think  it  was  only  due  to  your  Lordships 
that  that  return  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  so  that  we  might  see  whether  it  ap- 
plied to  one  day  or  one  year.  I  could  not 
understand  from  the  noble  Earl  whether  it 
applied  to  the  first  day  of  January  in  each 
year,  or  to  the  whole  of  the  years  1849  and 
1850. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE :  To  one  day 
in  each  year — the  first  of  January. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND:  A  very 
material  difference  indeed.  He  tells  us 
that  the  number  who  received  relief  was 
seven  per  cent  less  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1850,  than  on  the  same  day  in  the  previous 
year ;  and  it  is  upon  this  notable  return — 
it  is  upon  this  evidence — the  evidence 
which  a  single  day  affords — that  your 
Lordships  are  called  upon  to  believe  that 
the  poor-rates  have  greatly  decreased. 
I  ask  him  whether  he  has  seen  the  returns 
up  to  Christmas,  1848,  and  whether  he 
compared  them  with  those  in  the  following 
year,  for  that  is  tho  way  to  make  a  com- 
parison, and  not  to  take  twenty-four  hours 
m  each  year;  for  to  compare  one  day  with 
another  day  is  worse  than  idle  when  great 
interests  are  at  stake.  But,  again,  there 
are  many  reasons  why  the  state  of  the 
country  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained 
from  the  number  of  persons  receiving  in- 
door   and    outdoor  relief.      lu   my  own 


county,  as  well  as  in  msny  oliIiMi«  wsk  i 
test  would  not  be  ooireot*     But  Vf  iiii 
Friend  made   a   Bingalar   omiBML    Ii 
spoke  of  pauperism,  and  of  cheapiwi 
plenty,  and  of  imports,  bat  he  hss  wti^km 
us  the  favour  of  telliD^  us  aoythiiig  iki  I 
the  amount  of  wages.    He  did  not  tdjv 
Lordships  that  in  some  counties  the  W 
working  labourer  gets  onlj  8s.  and  is  wi 
cases  only  6s.  a  week  to  maintain  hioMl 
and  family.     I  ask  if  the  hnndredirfk 
bourers  now  out  of  the  workhonw*  ai 
kept  out  of  it  by  a  plan  that  had  \m 
lately  acted  upon  in  yarious  parts  of  tb 
country,   have    gained   bj   their  ivali 
cheapness  and  plenty  ?     When  the  pink 
officers  found  that  the  rates  were  incna* 
ing  under  the  free-trade  measnrei,  vUb 
the  means   of   paying   those   rates  vn 
much    diminished,    what    did    thcj  k\ 
They  went  to  the   way-wardens  ef  ds 
parish,  and   said,  we   have    ^ght  orta 
honest  men  of  good  character  without  sfr 
ployment,  don't  drive  them  into  the  wA 
house,  but  employ  them  on  the  roads,  TW 
consequence  is,  that  instead  of  gifiigi 
man  six  days'  labour,  they  employ  s  Mi 
for  two  or  three  days  in  the  week,  whisk 
is   just    sufficient  to   prevent    that  m 
from  having  a  claim  for  relief  on  the  boiil 
of  guardians.      The  man  ia   employed  ti 
work  for  two  or  three  days  ;    he  juit  geb 
enough  to  keep  life  and  soul  together,  ail 
he  has  three  or  four  days  of  idlenea  ti 
get  him  into  all  sorts  of  scrapes.     Of  A 
distressing  circumstances  to   which  eon- 
try  gentlemen  are  exposed,  I   know  noM 
more  painful  than  to  he   obliged  to  le* 
fuse  employment  to  an   indastrioae  piNi 
man  because  his  labour  cannot  be  renivM> 
rative.    Free  trade  was  called  by  my  noUs 
Friend  an  experiment;    but  if  so  it  hii 
most  signally  failed.     The  noble  MoTsr  rf 
the  Address  took  it  upon  himself  to  leotare 
tho  protectionist  party  for  the  course  ther 
have  pursued.     I  own  I  was  not  surpriiM 
at  that ;  for  I  never  knew  a  man  who  lA 
the  ranks  in  which  he  had  long  fonght,  whs 
did   not  hate  most   cordially    bis    fonner 
friends.     The  noble  Earl  was  himself  one 
of  tho  groat  movers  of  the  protecti(miit 
policy,   but   his   friendship    to    protectioB 
ceased  with  the  Government  of  Sir  Robot 
Peel.     When  Sir  R.  Peel  went  out,  the 
noble  Earl  left  his  party  and    became  s 
free-trader.   lie  tells  us  that  we  are  lower* 
ing  the  price  of  corn  by  creating  a  paue 
among   the  farmers.     Why,  I  thought  it 
was  free  trade  that  lowered  the  price  of 
corn.     The  noble  Earl  has,  in   his  seal 
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^  to  adyocate  the  cause  he  has  newly  es- 
poused,  destroyed  one  of  its  supports.  The 
'  aoble  Earl  argues  both  ways.  He  says 
'  tbat  two  opposite  arguments  lead  to  the 
'  same  conclusion — a  course  I  can  quite  un- 
f  derstand,  the  noble  Earl  having  sat  upon 
"  1>oth  sides  of  the  House.  He  objects  to 
'  protectionist  meetings,  and  the  exciting 
^  speeches  made  there.  I  own  I  agree  with 
'  the  great  body  of  the  farmers  of  England. 
I  They  consider  that,  as  free-bom  English- 
'  men,  they  have  a  right  to  meet,  and  give 
expression  to  their  grievances;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  displeasure  it  may  give  a 
BOoeder  from  the  protectionist  ranks,  be  he 
"who  he  may,  I  express  my  unequivocal  ap- 
proval of  that  opinion,  and  I  will  advise  the 
xarmers  of  England,  by  every  constitutional 
means  in  their  power,  to  meet  and  give  ut- 
terance to  their  sentiments,  that,  through 
the  good  sense  and  good  feeling  of  their 
fellow-countrymen,  their  grievances  may 
be  redressed.  But  the  protectionist  party 
are,  forsooth,  to  be  lectured  upon  agitation. 
Why  who  taught  them  the  lesson  ?  Were 
noble  Lords  opposite  sincere  when  they 
brought  their  free-trade  measures  before 
Parliament  ?  I  have  always  stated  in  this 
House,  and  I  now  repeat  it,  that  a  jury  of 
twelve  of  you  could  not  be  found  who  were, 
in  their  consciences,  in  favour  of  free  trade; 
and  I  firmly  believe  that,  if  there  had  been 
a  ballot  instead  of  an  open  vote,  there 
would  have  been  an  immense  majority 
against  your  policy.  When  you  passed 
free-trade  measures,  they  were  attended  by 
most  unfortunate  circumstances,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  I  allude  to  the  means  and  the 
manner  by  which  this  question  was  carried. 
I  am  not  now  going  to  attack  individuals, 
nor  to  use  any  strong  expressions  as  to  the 
course  then  pursued ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
state  that  this  country  has  never  recovered 
that  confidence  in  public  men  which  it  had 
previously  entertained,  and  which  had  been 
at  that  crisis  so  grossly  abused.  The  country 
knew  that  those  measures  were  achieved  by 
an  unnatural  combination  of  parties,  and 
by  an  unusual  departure  from  the  princi- 
ples of  political  consistency.  But  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Essex)  claims  credit  for 
the  courage  exhibited  by  noble  Lords  in 
voting  for  this  measure.  Courage,  my' 
Lords,  is  the  term  he  gives  to  cowardice. 
There  was  no  courage  exhibited;  but  a  want 
of  courage  in  not  resisting  the  pressure 
from  without.  The  noble  Earl  blames  the 
protectionist  party  for  agitation.  Why 
should  they  not  seek  to  recover  those  bene- 
fits by  agitation  which  had  been  wrested 


from  them  by  agitation?  The  farming 
class  is  not  to  be  thus  put  down.  Act  as 
you  will— -refuse  protection  in  1850 — but 
the  demand  will  still  continue.  The  farm- 
ers, when  roused— and  they  are  now  roused, 
seeing  ruin  stare  them  in  the  face — ^will 
not  patiently  submit  to  an  injury.  I  hope 
they  will  do  their  duty,  and  by  every  con- 
stitutional means  seek  redress.  For  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  hesitate  saying  that  I 
will  continue  to  advise  the  farmers  of  Eng- 
land  to  do  so,  whether  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site like  it  or  not.  I  hope  they  will  make 
every  town  and  hustings  in  the  country 
their  battle-field — that  they  will  pursue 
their  object,  not  with  violence  of  language 
but  with  steadiness  of  purpose — that  they 
will  state  their  case,  and  the  grievances 
under  which  they  labour — and  I  still  cherish 
the  hope  that  this  House,  which  has  never 
yet  been  indifferent  to  their  sufferings,  will 
not  disregard  them  now  that  they  so  much 
require  legislative  aid.  Although  not  con- 
nected with  commerce  or  manufactures  my- 
self, I  feel  the  deepest  interest  in  their 
welfare,  and  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  they 
are  in  a  satisfactory  state.  I  do  not  wish 
to  see  one  class  depressed  at  the  expense 
of  another.  I  wish  to  see  all  prosper.  I 
do  not  find  any  fault  with  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  seconded  the  Address,  be- 
cause he  spoke  more  in  our  favour  than  in 
his  own;  but  when  he  said  that  the  agri- 
cultural interest  always  had  a  day  of  adver- 
sity and  an  hour  of  prosperity,  he  drew  a 
very  gloomy  picture  indeed  of  their  history. 
My  Lords,  I  give  my  cordial  support  to  the 
Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  ESSEX  explained  that  in 
what  he  formerly  stated  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  say  that  the  panic  which  had  re- 
cently prevailed  among  agriculturists  had 
paralysed  the  exertions  of  farmers.  Although 
the  noble  Duke  had  objected  to  his  use  of 
the  word  "courage,"  as  applied  to  the 
conduct  of  their  Lordships  in  adopting  free- 
trade  measures,  he  must  maintain  that  it 
was  no  slight  effort  of  courage  for  a  man 
to  give  up  his  opinions  when  he  was  con- 
scious that  by  doing  so  he  might  forfeit 
the  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  had 
always  acted,  without  gaining  any  personal 
advantage.  As  to  himself,  he  had  changed 
his  opinions  because  he  thought  them  erro- 
neous; and  he  would  only  say  that  if  the 
noble  Duke  supposed  that  his  change  of 
opinion  was  not  as  disinterested  as  it  was 
unsolicited,  he  was  never  more  mistaken 
in  his  life. 

Earl  FITZWILLIAM  was  understood 

C2 


39. 


Address  in  Answer 


{LORDS} 


to  the  Speech. 


40 


to  urge  that  at  the  present  moment  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  think 
of  proposing  a  duty  on  corn  of  25.,  35.,  or 
5s.  a  quarter,  was  an  impossibility;  and 
even  if  it  were  not  impossible,  those  who 
were  agitating  on  the  plan  which  the  noble 
Duke  so  strenuously  advocated,  would  have 
rendered  it  so.     Why  should  agriculture 
he  now  protected  when  all  our  great  manu- 
facturing interests  were  exposed  to  unlim- 
ited competition?     With  regard  to  what 
had  been  stated  on  the  subject  of  the  com- 
parison between  the  number  of  paupers  in 
the  past  and  the  previous  years,  he  held 
in  his   hand  a  report  which   referred  to 
what  was  called  the  Midland  District,  em- 
bracing all  the  middle  of  England — an  area 
of  1,400,000  acres,  containing  a  population 
of  above   1,000,000.      It    included  only 
four  manufacturing  unions,  out   of   fifty- 
two.      It  states  the  number  of  paupers 
in  the  quarter  ending  Christmas,  1848,  as 
compared   with    that    ending    Christmas, 
1849,  there  being  in  some  unions  an  in- 
crease, and  in  others  a  decrease.    In  some 
of  them  there  was  an  increase  of  135  in- 
door paupers,  and  in  others  a  decrease  of 
1,051,  being  on  the  whole  a  decrease  of 
916.     In  the  outdoor  paupers  there  had 
been  in  some  unions  an  increase  of  1,902, 
and  in  others  a  decrease  of  6,366,  making 
a  total  decrease  of  4,464.     It  might  be 
said  that  the  decrease  in  the  outdoor  pau- 
pers was  greatest  in  the  manufacturing 
unions;  but  even  after  striking  those  out, 
there  was  a  positive  decrease  of  2,002,  of 
which  the  agricultural  unions  had  the  be- 
nefit. With  regard  to  the  present  prospects 
of  agriculture,  he  had  formed  his  own  opin- 
ion.    It  was  true  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  parts  of  England,  south  of  the 
Thames,  nor  with  the  county  (Suffolk)  with 
which    the   noble  Earl   who  moved   the 
Amendment  was    particularly  connected; 
but  he  had  a  pretty  general  knowledge, 
more  or  less,  of  all  the  country  to  the  north 
of  the  Thames,  and  he  could  see  no  dis- 
trict in  which,   in   his    judgment,    there 
was  the  slightest  reason  to  apprehend  that 
there  wouldbeanyabandonmentof  land.  In- 
deed he  saw  ervidences  of  a  directly  opposite 
character,  and  he  could  truly  say  that  he 
never  saw  so  much  preparation  for  drain- 
ing and  improving   the  land.     He  would 
now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
different  measures  of  protection,  the  series 
of  which  had  been  so  correctly  stated  by 
his  noble  Friend  (if  he  might  so  call  him), 
who  had  moved  the  Amendment.  The  first 
of  those  measures  was   the    corn  law  of 


1815,  which  he  had  himself  supported; 
and  here,  in  relation  to  changes  of  opinion, 
he  would  take  the  opportunity  of  informing 
the  House  of  a  circumstance  to  which  most 
of  their  Lordships  were  probably  strangers. 
He  was  a  Member  of  the  Committee  which 
might  be  said  to  have  been  the  parent  of 
that  measure;  but  there  was  another  much 
more  important  Member  of  that  Commit- 
tee— Mr.  Huskisson — and  it  was  a  remark- 
able fact  that  in  the  examination  of  the 
witnesses  before  that  Committee,  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson was  the  Member  whose  questions 
were  particularly  directed  to  show  the  ad- 
vantages of  what  was  called  high  farming, 
and  of  protection.  The  result  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  the  corn  law  of  1815,  which 
gave  the  highest  possible  protection,  for  it 
prohibited  the  import  till  the  price  of  wheat 
reached  SOs.  per  quarter.     Under  this  law 
prevailed  the  agricultural  distress  of  1821-2, 
the  second  under  which  the  English  farmer 
had  ever  laboured.     It  was  the  operation 
of  this  law  that  had  first  opened  his  (Earl 
Fitz William *s)  eyes  to  the  radical   defects 
of  the  protective  system.  Then  came  an  Act 
passed  in  1823,  which,  from  the  conditional 
nature  of  its  enactments,  never  came  into 
practical  operation.     Next  came  the  Bill 
proposed  in  1827,  by  Mr.  Canning,  which 
introduced   the   sliding  scale,   a  measure 
which  he  (Earl  Fitzwilliam)  supported,  as 
a  great  improvement  upon  the  prohibitory 
law  of  1815.      Their  Lordships  were  of 
course  aware  that  it  was  defeated  by  a  side- 
wind in  that  House.  In  the  succeeding  year, 
1828,  came  the  measure  introduced  by  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Wellington's)  Go- 
vernment, which  was  also  founded  upon  the 
system  of  the  sliding  scale.     This  law — 
they  all  lasted  above  fourteen  years — ^re- 
mained till  1842,  when  Sir  Robert  Peel 
proposed  to  take  away  what  he  caUed  the 
superfluity   of   protection.      The   law    of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  altered  what  was  called 
the  pivot,  substituting  5Qs.  for  635.     Now 
the  effect  of  all  these  laws  had  heen  to 
impress  the  farmer,  the  landowner,  and, 
above  all,  the  laud  valuer,  with  the  notion, 
that  they  would  respectively   secure  the 
prices  of  SOs.  63s.  56s.  per  quarter:  they 
had  done  no  such  thing,  for,  under  the 
exaggerated   protection   of  the   first,    the 
price  had  fallen  below  40s.,  and  under  the 
succeeding  laws,  it  had  fallen  occasionally 
to  35s.  or  36s.     Now,  what  was  the  con- 
clusion which  he  (Earl  Fitzwilliam)    drew 
from   these   results  ?     Why,  it  was   that 
there  was  something  essentially  vicious  in 
the  protective  system,  which  defeated  and 
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nullified  every  conceivable  mode  of  carry- 
ing it  into  effect.  With  regard  to  the 
present  low  price  of  corn,  it  was  at- 
tributable to  a  variety  of  circumstances 
— among  others,  to  a  superabundant  har- 
vest. 

The  Duke  of  CLEVELAND  :  It  was 
not  an  average  one. 

Earl  FITZWILLIAM  had  asked  a 
tenant  of  his  in  Northamptonshire  what  the 
average  produce  per  acre  was,  and  tenants 
were  not  prone  to  magnify  the  amount  of 
their  produce,  and  he  replied  that  the  aver- 
age in  the  parish  in  which  he  lived  was 
five  quarters  per  acre,  while  in  the  year 
before  it  was  not  more  than  three. 

The  Duke  of  CLEVELAND :  I  will 
give  a  whole  county  (Durham)  against  a 
parish,  and  where  the  average  was  not  two 
and  a  half. 

Earl  FITZWILLIAM  maintained  that 
the  late  harvest  had  been  most  abundant, 
except  in  the  unfortunate  district  to  which 
his  noble  Friend  referred.  Besides  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  there  had  been  a  great  impor- 
tation of  corn,  caused  by  the  great  distress 
which  prevailed  in  the  two  or  three  years 
previous,  and  which  induced  merchants  to 
import.  He  would  say  that  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  deceive  the  country  again  by  any 
recurrence  to  protective  measures;  he  said 
"  deceive,"  because  it  was  in  consequence  of 
those  former  measures  of  protection  that 
the  arrangements  had  been  made  between 
landlords  and  tenants  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded. There  was  nothing  so  injurious 
as  vacillation  in  legislation.  In  the  le- 
gislation relative  to  the  import  of  corn, 
whatever  other  errors  there  ftiay  have 
been,  there  had  been  no  vacillation — the 
stream  had  always  run  in  the  same 
direction.  It  had  begun  with  high 
protection,  the  next  measure  relaxed  it, 
and  so  it  proceeded,  the  stream  always 
tending  in  the  same  direction — each  mea- 
sure which  was  passed  giving  less  protec- 
tion than  the  one  before  ;  and  it  was  not 
probable  now  that  the  owners  and  cultiva- 
tors of  land,  or  the  labourers,  could  derive 
any  advantage  from  retracing  their  steps, 
as  noble  Lords  opposite  now  hoped  to  do. 
What  was  the  law  which  they  wished  to 
propose?  He  hoped  that  some  noble  Lord 
who  followed  him  in  the  debate  would  state 
what  the  law  was  which  they  wished  to 
enact.  He  hoped  they  would  not  succeed 
in  carrying  such  a  measure,  and  that  they 
would  fail  in  carrying  this  Amendment; 
but  if  they  did  they  would  place  themselves 
{n  a  dilemma  from  which  they  could  not 


escape;  and  let  them  not  deceive  them- 
selves with  the  hope  that  it  would  be  be- 
lieved that  in  proposing  a  law  for  the  pro- 
tection of  com,  they  intended  it  to  have 
reference  to  the  interests  of  the  cultivators 
of  the  land  or  the  labourer,  for  it  would 
unquestionably  be  attributed  to  interested 
motives. 

The  Earl  of  WINCHILSEA  said,  it 
was  impossible  for  any  man  to  think  of 
the  inundation  of  foreign  com  into  this 
country  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
and  especially  from  America,  and  not 
foresee  the  destruction  of  the  agricul- 
tural classes.  He  would  undertake  that, 
before  very  long,  he  would  import  any 
number  of  millions  of  quarters  here  at 
30^.  per  quarter,  and  what,  then,  must  be 
the  condition  of  the  farmers  of  England  ? 
It  was  impossible  for  an  English  farmer  to 
produce  wheat  under  50^.  a  quarter,  upon 
an  average,  and  how  could  he  compete 
with  the  foreigner?  He  was  very  glad 
to  hear  tbe  noble  Earl  opposite.  Her 
Majesty's  Chief  Commissioner  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  openly  avow  what  the  feel- 
ings and  intentions  of  the  Government 
were.  The  landed  proprietors  and  agri- 
culturists, at  least,  might  infer  from  the 
noble  Earl's  speech  what  the  determina- 
tion of  Govemment  was.  The  noble  Earl 
plainly  said,  that  the  supporters  of  free 
trade  would  not  retrace  their  steps,  and 
that  he,  for  one,  would  not  recommend  the 
Govemment  to  do  so.  The  agricultural 
interests  were  reduced  to  the  deepest  dis- 
tress by  the  abolition  of  protection.  They 
had  embarked  their  capital  and  applied 
their  industry  for  years  in  the  cultivation 
of  land,  upon  the  faith  that  its  produce 
would  be  protected;  and  the  withdrawal  of 
that  protection  necessarily  brought  ruin 
upon  every  one  connected  with  land  in 
this  country.  To  such  a  state  were  agri- 
cultural pursuits  reduced,  that  farms  could 
be  had  almost  for  nothing.  The  noble 
Earl  opposite  would  find  that  he  could  get 
farms  in  many  parts  of  England  without 
any  rent  at  all,  if  he  would  only  undertake 
to  cultivate  them  and  pay  the  taxes.  The 
Legislature  had  made  a  most  fatal  ex- 
periment ;  but  when  they  saw  it  was  an 
erroneous  step,  and  that  it  was  bringing 
ruin  upon  the  country,  it  was  their  duty 
at  once  to  retrace  it.  For  his  own  part, 
he  should  never  rest  contented  until  agri- 
cultural interests  were  fairly  protected; 
and  he  called  upon  God  as  witness  of  his 
belief  and  firm  conviction  that  protection 
was  for  the  general  interest  of  all  classes 
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in  the  country.  Tbej  might  get  foreign 
corn  cheap,  no  doubt ;  hut  what  would  be 
the  consequence  if  it  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  send  a  dearth  amongst  foreign  nations 
upon  whom  the  people  of  this  coimtry 
must  he  dependent  for  food?  The  po- 
sition in  which  England  would  then  be 
placed  was  fearful  to  contemplate.  He 
thought  the  Legislature  were  bound  to 
encourage  the  agricultural  produce  of 
their  own  country,  and  not  to  rely  alto- 
gether upon  foreign  nations.  Ho  advo- 
cated protection  upon  this  further  ground. 
It  was  his  firm  belief,  if  agriculture  was 
properly  encouraged  at  home,  that  corn 
could  be  produced  cheaper  in  England  than 
it  could  be  got  from  any  foreign  country. 
He  apprehended  the  worst  consequences 
from  the  fearful  situation  in  which  the 
labouring  population  of  this  country  were 
placed,  totally  dependent  for  food  upon 
foreigners.  He  understood  the  condition 
of  the  landed  interests  well,  and  expressed 
opinions,  founded  upon  experience,  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  condition,  not 
only  of  farmers,  hut  of  labourers,  and 
every  other  class  connected  with  land. 
He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  his 
own  agent  and  steward,  and  he  knew  the 
value  of  land  as  well  as  any  man.  Now, 
speaking  with  all  his  experience,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  telling  their  Lordships 
that  if  any  one  would  take  the  trouble  to 
examine  the  investments  made  in  land  in 
this  country,  he  would  find  that  three  per 
cent  even  was  not  made  of  the  capital 
embarked  in  it.  He  would  ask  their 
Lordships  whether  that  was  the  case  with 
the  manufacturers.  No,  certainly  not. 
But  their  Lordships  should  understand  the 
real  objects  of  the  late  revolution  in  the 
landed  interests.  The  cry  was  raised 
that  "  rents  should  come  down."  English 
landlords,  honest,  upright,  honourable 
men,  were  willing  to  share  in  the  general 
distress  which  existed,  and  in  many  in- 
stances, they  did  reduce  their  rents.  The 
effect  of  removing  protection  undoubtedly 
would  be  the  transference  of  the  property 
of  many  within  the  walls  of  that  House 
to  persons  who  had  become  wealthy  by 
mercantile  pursuits.  The  mortgages  of 
landowners  would  be  foreclosed,  for  land 
trould  be  unable  to  bear  its  burdens,  and 
some  fine  morning  they  would  find  it  the 
property  of  some  prosperous  manufactu- 
TerB»  That  was  the  condition  to  which 
the  landed  interests  would  very  soon  be 
vedaced  by  the  blind  and  infatuated  policy 


of  the  Legislature.  He  would,  thereforei 
resist  it  in  every  way  he  could,  and  he 
was  sure  the  Saxon  blood  of  the  honest 
English  labourer  would  show  its  deter- 
mination not  to  yield  quietly  to  be  tram- 
pled on  and  ruined.  They  might  not  c<d- 
lect  in  great  masses,  but  they  were  ca- 
pable of  feeling  a  deep  injury,  and  they 
would  not  submit  to  it.  He  believed  the 
manufacturing  population  looked  upon  the 
landowners  and  occupiers  as  their  best 
friends.  They  now  felt  they  suffered 
from  the  condition  to  which  the  landed 
interests  had  been  reduced,  for  when  tbey 
had  no  money  they  could  not  buj  of  the 
manufacturers.  He  looked  upon  the 
Speech  prepared  by  Her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters as  an  insult  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests, and  he  was  certain  the  yeomanrj, 
and  people  in  general,  would  be  of  a 
similar  opinion.  They  were  not  bo  blind 
as  to  be  incapable  of  understanding  the 
manifest  object  of  the  LegislaturOt  and 
they  would  express  their  opinions  plainly, 
as  was  their  constitutional  privilege. 
They  had  reason  to  complain  of  a  severe 
grievance,  and  they  had  a  right  to  express 
their  opinions  upon  the  subject.  There 
never  was  greater  distress  amongst  the 
agricultural  labourers  than  at  the  present 
time,  and  hitherto  they  had  been  em- 
ployed out  of  the  capital  of  the  landlords 
and  occupiers  of  land.  How  was  it  pos- 
sible to  withhold  relief  from  that  large 
class  whose  distress  was  hourly  increas- 

ing? 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  having 
listened  with  respectful  attention  to  the 
speeches  of  noble  Lords  who  had  addressed 
their  Lordships,  he  thought  it  must  be 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  find  that  there 
was  some  difference  between  the  language 
held  in  that  House  and  the  language  re- 
ported to  have  been  used  by  the  protec- 
tionists in  the  country.  At  all  the  pro- 
tectionist meetings  it  had  been  represented 
that  the  distress  created  by  free  trade  was 
general.  But  by  the  Amendment  now  pro- 
posed, though  somewhat  vague,  and  en- 
tirely omitting  all  mention  of  what  mea- 
sures noble  Lords  who  supported  it  were 
inclined  to  adopt,  in  the  event  of  any 
change  taking  place  in  the  policy  of  the 
law,  and  by  the  speeches  which  had  been 
delivered  that  evening,  the  distress  was  ge- 
nerally acknowledged  to  be  confined  to 
those  classes  immediately  interested  in 
agriculture.  Now,  those  classes  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  landowners,  the  occupying 
tenants,  and  the  labourers  engaged  in  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits.  To  them  might  be  added 
the  tradesmen  liviDg  in  small  towns  situate 
in  purely  agricultural  districts.  Beginning 
with  the  latter  class,  it  was  not  unnatural 
that  the  J  should  participate  in  these  ap- 
prehensions if  they  believed  that  the  far- 
mers were  in  a  course  of  approaching  ruin. 
It  was  a  matter  of  complaint  that  the  far- 
mer now,  when  he  came  into  these  towns, 
had  sold  his  produce,  and  made  his  pur« 
chases,  after  having  transacted  his  busi- 
ness, immediately  returned  home;  whereas, 
in  prosperous  times,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
dining  and  spending  the  evening  in  the 
town.  Now,  although  this  practice  might 
for  a  time  be  injurious  to  the  tradesmen  of 
these  towns,  it  was  one  of  those  prudent 
measures  of  economy  which  it  was  well  for 
the  farmer  to  adopt,  and  it  certainly  would 
not  prove  eventually  disastrous  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  Again,  as  regarded 
those  small  towns  which  were  not  far  from 
railways,  the  consumer  now  having  the  fa- 
cility of  sending,  within  twenty-four  hours, 
for  his  grocery  or  other  articles  to  the  me- 
tropolis, the  profits  of  the  small  tradesmen 
were  consequently  reduced.  But  he  would 
now  come  to  the  most  important  part  of 
this  question  of  distress,  namely,  the  state 
of  the  labourer.  It  was  obviously  the  in- 
terest of  the  labourer  to  have  his  food,  his 
clothing,  and  all  his  other  comforts,  as  cheap 
as  possible.  *•  That  is  very  true,"  ad- 
mitted the  noble  Lords  opposite,  "  but  if 
you  don't  give  him  wages  to  purchase  this 
cheaper  food  and  necessaries,  the  labourer 
will  be  worse  off  than  before.*'  He  was 
not  now  going  into  a  question  of  political 
economy,  but  he  did  think  the  question  of 
labour,  like  all  other  cases,  depended  a 
little  on  the  demand  and  supply.  One  fact 
connected  with  the  labourer  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  They  were  aware  that  the 
increase  of  population  in  the  agricultural 
districts  was  greater  than  the  increase  of 
employment,  that  superfluity  being  relieved 
by  those  labourers  being  absorbed  by  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  districts. 
Now,  it  was  quite  clear  that  any  step  taken 
to  injure  those  large  interests,  must  imme- 
diately bear  on  the  interests  of  the  labourer 
himself,  by  cutting  off  the  means  of  reliev- 
ing the  superfluity  of  the  labour-market  in 
purely  agricultural  districts.  With  respect 
to  the  farmer,  there  was  no  doubt  that  he 
was  at  the  present  moment  passing  through 
a  state  of  transition.  The  changes  which 
were  now  taking  place,  must  materially 
affect  those  farmers  who  had  not  skill  or 
capital  BufiScient  to  cultivate  the  land  they 


at  present  held.  Whether  those  changes 
would  have  the  effect  of  stimulating 
them  to  greater  efforts,  or  whether  they 
would  induce  them  to  occupy  smaller  farms, 
which  it  would  be  more  easy  to  culti- 
vate with  limited  capital  and  skill,  it  was 
quite  obvious  that  one  great  advantage 
would  result — namely,  an  improved  state 
of  agriculture.  No  one  in  that  House 
would  at  present,  he  believed,  venture  to 
affirm  that  agriculture  in  this  country  had 
even  approached  to  anything  like  a  state 
of  perfection ;  and  he  therefore  thought 
that  stimulus  would  make  the  farmer  more 
active  in  adopting  every  available  means  of 
extracting  the  greatest  amount  of  produce 
possible  for  the  soil  to  yield  to  his  efforts. 
And  now,  with  respect  to  the  landlords, 
the  question,  as  it  concerned  them,  was 
simply  one  of  rent.  Some  observations 
were  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Address  about  the  inexpediency  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  protectionists  at  their 
meetings  with  regard  to  the  present  state 
of  the  agricultural  masses.  A  noble  Duke 
had  adverted  to  those  observations  in  a 
manner  more  warmly,  perhaps,  than  the 
very  temperate  tone  of  the  noble  Earl  war- 
ranted, and  had  said  it  was  too  bad  that, 
after  the  agriculturists  had  been  driven  to 
a  state  of  despair  by  the  agitation  of  cer- 
tain commercial  parties,  they  were  now  to 
be  debarred  from  having  recourse  to  similar 
modes  of  agitation  to  obtain,  if  possible, 
redress  for  the  injuries  those  parties  had 
inflicted  upon  them.  Now,  he  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) readily  admitted  that  the  landlords 
had  a  perfect  right  to  assert  their  cause, 
and  what  they  considered  to  be  their  griev- 
ances, in  every  legal  way  which  they  be- 
lieved best  for  themselves  and  their  depen- 
dants. No  one  denied  them  that  undoubted 
right ;  but  the  only  question  was,  whether 
they  were  agitating — but,  that  being  an 
offensive  term,  he  would  not  say  agitating 
— but  whether  they  were  meeting  together 
to  obtain  an  object  which  was  practicable, 
or  not  ?  Or  whether,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  not  following  a  course  which  was  dis- 
heartening the  farmer  from  making  those 
efforts  which  it  was  most  desirable  at  this 
moment  that  he  should  be  induced  to  do  ? 
It  appeared  to  him  (Earl  Granville)  that 
the  course  which  was  now  being  pursued 
by  the  landlords,  of  acquainting  their  occu- 
pying tenants,  and  also  their  mortgagees 
(for  the  noble  earl  opposite  particularly  al- 
luded to  that  class  of  persons),  that  in  their 
opinion  the  landed  interest  was  ruined — 
that  the  fanner  could  not  cultivate  the  land 
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with  advantage,  and  that  they  themselves 
could  not  expect  any  rent,  was  so  entirely 
contrary  to  their  own  interest  that  it  was 
impossible  to  attribute  any  but  the  most 
conscientious  motives  to  gentlemen  holding 
such  language.     There  was  another  class 
of  persons  who  lately,  both  in  speaking  and 
writing,  had  held  the  same  sort  of  lan- 
guage as  to  the  difficulties  of  the  farmers 
paying   their  rent — he  meant   those  who 
were  at   the   same  time   advocating   free 
trade.  Now,  in  his  opinion,those  persons  were 
not  quite  justified  in  holding  that  language. 
He,  for  one,  had  always  been  the  supporter 
of  free  trade ;    in  the  first  place,  because 
he  believed  it  was  calculated  to  promote 
the  well-being  of  the  community  at  large, 
without  ultimately  affecting  injuriously  the 
interest  of  any  particular  portion  of  that 
community ;   and  further,  he,  for  one,  did 
not  believe  it  to  be  true  that  the  land  of 
this  country  was  over-rented,  or  that  rents 
generally  would  have  tobe  reduced.  It  might 
be  thought  presumptuous  in  him  to  speak 
on  such  a  subject  in  the  presence  of  noble 
Lords  whose  interests  were  so  much  more 
largely  concerned  in  the  matter  than  were 
his  own.     He  would  not  enter  into  any 
argument  why  he  held  such  an  opinion, 
but  would  state  certain  general  facts  to 
their   Lordships.      The   noble   Earl   who 
moved  the  Amendment  went  through  the 
history  of  the  different  crises  of  protection, 
from  the  years  1814  and  1815  up  to  the 
present  time.     He  (Earl  Granville)  should 
nave  been  tempted  to  go  through   that 
identical  history  himself,  to  show  how  very 
little  incompatible  a  reduced  price  of  corn 
was  with  the  same  or  even  with  an  in- 
creased rent.       Since  1815   the   general 
landed  rental  of  this  country  had  increased 
out  5,000,000?.  yearly.     By  the  Com- 
ttee  which  was   appointed  to   consider 
com  question  in  1845,  as  stated  by  the 
le  Earl,  the  remunerating  price   was 
led  at  SOs.  a  quarter.     He  (Earl  Gran- 
)  believed  that  some  of  the  witnesses 
►  appeared  before  the  Committee  of  that 
I  stated  that  120^.  was  the  lowest  re- 
ating   price ;    but    the    Committee 
lied  the  opinion  of  the  general  body  of 
witnesses,  and  recommended  to  Par- 
it,  and  Parliament  acted  upon  that 
mmendation,  that  80^.  should  be  the 
e  of  English  corn,  below  which  all  for- 
i  com  should  be  prohibited  being  im- 
©d.     In  1822  the  price  was  fixed  at 
u#.     In  short,  from  the  first  corn  law  in 
iolS,  down  to  the  corn  law  which  had  re- 
CWfij  beeu  repealed,  the  protecting  price 


had  been  reduced  from  80^.  to  54s. ;  and 
yet  all  the  laws  had  eminently  failed  in 
securing  their  own  practical  operation;  for 
the  price  of  corn  had  invariably  been  less 
than  the  amount  sought  to  be  established 
by  law,  the  prices  under  the  late  com  law 
being,  upon  an  average,  50s,  a  quarter  in- 
stead of  54^.     His  argument,  then,  was 
this,  that  if  it  appeared  that  the  price  of 
corn  had  been  declining  from  SOs.  to  50«., 
while  the  general  rental  of  the  land  had 
increased  5,000,000^  yearly,  there  was  no 
reason — allowing  for  an  increasing  popula- 
tion, and  for  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  intei^ests 
of  the  country — why  they  should  not  have 
the  price  of  corn  reduced  still  lower  than 
5O5.,  and  yet  be  able  to  afford  a  rent  equal 
in  amount  to  the  present,  or  even  in  some 
instances  greater.      But   in  saying    this, 
he  wished  to  guard  himself   against  any 
particular  instances.     There  might  exist 
cases   where   the  rent   might   require  to 
be   lowered.       He    had  heard   of   lands 
being    let,    and    also   of   being    sold,  at 
very  high  rates.     But  it  was  not  fair  to 
argue  from   special  instances.      Without 
venturing  to  prophesy  what  might  here- 
after be  the  case,  he  would  state  that  his 
belief  at  present  was,  that  40;.  was  an 
unnaturally  low  price.     He  thought  there 
were  many  reasons  to  account  for  the  pre- 
sent reduced  price  of  corn;  as  to  its  being 
entirely  owing  to  free  trade,  he  could  not 
believe  it.     He  was  in  Paris  a  short  time 
ago,  and  he  spoke  to  many  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  the  opinion  they  held  on  it  was 
almost  universally  the  same.     They  said 
that  their  country  was  still  almost  in  a  re- 
volutionary state,  and  that  it  was  of  great 
advantage  that  the  labouring  classes  should 
in  such  a  position  of  things  be  proyided 
with  cheap  food.    Now,  it  appeared  to  him 
(Earl    Granville)    that    that    observation 
equally  applied  to  a  country  which  was  in 
a  state  of  profound  peace.     But  while  the 
people  had  this  advantage,  yet  there  was 
no  doubt  the  price  of  produce  in  France 
was  so  low  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
tenants  to  pay  their  rents.     Now,  that  cir- 
cumstance  could   not   be    owing  to   free 
trade,  for  the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
corn  into  France  at  this  moment  was  from 
3O5.  to  4O5.     With  regard  to  the  question 
of  competition  with  foreigners,  ho  felt  it 
unnecessary  to  go  into  that  point,  from  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Amendment; 
for  that  noble  Earl  had  declared  his  belief 
that,  in  the  course  of  years,  the  English 
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farmer  could  produce  cheaper  com  than 
the  foreigner  could.  As  to  the  inability  of 
the  English  farmer  to  compete  with  the 
foreigner  on  account  of  the  peculiar  bur- 
dens imposed  upon  him — the  allegation 
being  that  the  English  farmer  was  too 
heavily  taxed — he  begged  to  ask  whether 
the  noble  Earl  had  given  any  data  on  which 
that  observation  was  made  ?  He  did  not 
mean  merely  proof  that  a  larger  amount  of 
revenue  was  exacted  from  the  Englishman 
than  from  the  foreigner;  but  that  the  re- 
venue so  raised  was  larger  with  respect  to 
the  English  farmer  in  proportion  to  his 
means  of  paying  it,  than  the  revenue  levied 
in  any  other  country.  He  considered  it 
very  natural  that  noble  Lords,  after  just 
coming  up  from  the  country,  and  after 
having  been  surrounded  by  their  tenants — 
who  were  labouring  under,  as  he  thought, 
a  panic,  but,  as  they  believed,  only  a  rea- 
sonable apprehension  for  themselves,  think- 
ing that  distress  was  coming  upon  them, 
and  believing  that  there  were  no  means 
within  their  own  power  of  alleviating  that 
distress — it  was  very  natural,  under  these 
circumstances,  that  their  Lordships  should 
come  forward  with  warm  and  anxious  feel- 
ings, and  endeavour  to  devise  soine  means, 
by  legislative  enactment,  for  relieving  that 
distress.  But  he  did  trust  that  when  those 
noble  Lords  should  have  more  calmly  re- 
flected upon  this  matter — when  they  should 
learn,  what  he  had  not  yet  heard  the  noble 
Earl  or  any  other  noble  Lord  prepared  to 
deny,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
were  in  a  satisfactory  condition  —  they 
would  reconsider  the  course  they  were 
about  to  pursue  on  this  question.  It  ap- 
peared by  returns  that  there  was  7  per 
cent  less  of  pauperism  in  this  country  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1850,  than  there  was 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1849.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Richmond) — though  he  felt  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  landed  interest,  and  though 
he  believed  it  was  the  source  of  immense 
wealth  to  this  country — yet  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  noble  Duke  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  by  artificial  means, 
to  force  up  that  interest,  in  order  that  it 
might  become  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.  He  did  not  think  it  was  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  a  Government  to 
foster  any  species  of  industry  by  special 
means.  In  his  opinion,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  adopted  a  much  wiser  and 
surer  course  of  policy  for  insuring  that 
prosperity.  He  considered  that  they  had 
arrived  at  a  high  and  proud  station  in  hav- 


ing secured  the  tranquillity  of  the  country 
and  bettered  the  condition  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  by  more  natural  and 
more  statesmanlike  means.  Believing  that 
it  was  from  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  that  the  prosperity  of 
all  other  classes  in  the  country  could  be 
derived,  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
reflect,  and  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  those  mea- 
sures which  had  been  so  recently  enacted. 
It  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfac- 
tory opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  those  mea- 
sures by  the  results  of  merely  one  or  two 
years*  experiment.  One  reason  why  he 
believed  there  was  so  much  ground  for 
hope  that  the  farmers  of  this  country  would 
be  able  profitably  to  produce  com  and  food 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  was  the  fact  that,  with 
reference  to  all  other  staple  manufactures, 
that  result  had  taken  place.  The  prices 
of  cotton  fabrics  were  about  one-seventh  of 
what  they  were  in  1815;  it  was  the  same 
with  cotton  yarn;  there  was  hardly  one 
article  of  manufacture  that  had  not  been 
cheapened  by  competition.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  if  their  Lordships  would 
turn  their  attention  to  those  general  mea- 
sures which  aflected  all  interests  alike;  if 
they  would  make  those  reductions  in  the 
public  expenditure  which  were  necessary 
and  practicable;  and  if  they  would,  either 
by  themselves  or  by  their  tenants,  apply 
the  same  amount  of  capital,  skill,  and  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  which 
was  bestowed  on  merely  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  matters,  it  would  be  a  better 
thing  for  the  country  than  if  their  Lord- 
ships should  be  able  to  carry  the  Amend- 
ment, which,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
was  somewhat  vague,  and  which  in  no  way 
mentioned  the  course  their  Lordships  were 
prepared  to  pursue,  except  the  bit  of  infor- 
mation given  by  the  noble  Earl  that  he 
would  not  rest  satisfied  till  protection  was 
regained.  What  amount  of  protection  the 
noble  Earl  required,  he  (Earl  Granville) 
knew  not;  but  one  thing  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  of,  namely,  that  their  Lordships 
would  be  labouring  under  a  very  great  de- 
lusion if  they  thought  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  England  would  ever 
consent  to  re-enact  protection  again  in  this 
country. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  he  did  not 
mean  to  delay  long  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  which,  by  a  course  both  Parlia- 
mentary and  constitutional,  he  was  entitled 
to  consider  the  Speech  of  the  noble  Lords 
opposite.    But  among  two  or  three  things 
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with  advantage,  and  that  they  themselves 
could  not  expect  any  rent,  was  so  entirely 
contrary  to  their  own  interest  that  it  was 
impossible  to  attribute  any  but  the  most 
conscientious  motives  to  gentlemen  holding 
Buch  language.     There  was  another  class 
of  persons  who  lately,  both  in  speaking  and 
writing,  had  held  the  same  sort  of  lan- 
guage as  to  the  difficulties  of  the  farmers 
paying   their  rent — he  meant   those  who 
were  at   the   same  time   advocating  free 
trade.  Now,  in  his  opinion,those  persons  were 
not  quite  justified  in  holding  that  language. 
He,  for  one,  had  always  been  the  supporter 
of  free  trade ;    in  the  first  place,  because 
he  believed  it  was  calculated  to  promote 
the  well-being  of  the  community  at  large, 
without  ultimately  affecting  injuriously  the 
interest  of  any  particular  portion  of  that 
community;   and  further,  he,  for  one,  did 
not  believe  it  to  be  true  that  the  land  of 
this  country  was  over-rented,  or  that  rents 
generally  would  have  tobe  reduced.  It  might 
be  thought  presumptuous  in  him  to  speak 
on  such  a  subject  in  the  presence  of  noble 
Lords  whose  interests  were  so  much  more 
largely  concerned  in  the  matter  than  were 
his  own.     He  would  not  enter  into  any 
argument  why  ho  held  such  an  opinion, 
but  would  state  certain  general  facts  to 
their   Lordships.      The  noble   Earl   who 
moved  the  Amendment  went  through  the 
history  of  the  different  crises  of  protection, 
from  the  years  1814  and  1815  up  to  the 
present  time.     He  (Earl  Granville)  should 
have  been  tempted  to   go   through   that 
identical  history  himself,  to  show  how  very 
little  incompatible  a  reduced  price  of  corn 
was  with  the  same  or  even  with  an  in- 
creased rent.       Since  1815   the   general 
landed  rental  of  this  country  had  increased 
about  5,000,000?.  yearly.     By  the  Com- 
mittee which  was   appointed  to   consider 
the  corn  question  in  1845,  as  stated  by  the 
noble  Earl,   the  remunerating  price   was 
settled  at  8O5.  a  quarter.     He  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) believed  that  some  of  the  witnesses 
who  appeared  before  the  Committee  of  that 
day,  stated  that  1205.  was  the  lowest  re- 
munerating   price ;    but    the    Committee 
adopted  the  opinion  of  the  general  body  of 
the  witnesses,  and  recommended  to  Par- 
liament, and  Parliament  acted  upon  that 
recommendation,  that  SOs.  should  be  the 
price  of  English  corn,  below  which  all  for- 
eign corn  should  be  prohibited  being  im- 
ported.    In  1822  the  price  was  fixed  at 
70.9.     In  short,  from  the  first  corn  law  in 
1815,  down  to  the  corn  law  which  had  re- 
cently been  repealed,  the  protecting  price 


had  been  reduced  from  80^.  to  5is,i  and 
yet  all  the  laws  had  eminently  failed  in 
securing  their  own  practical  operation;  for 
the  price  of  corn  had  invariably  been  less 
than  the  amount  sought  to  be  established 
by  law,  the  prices  under  the  late  com  law 
being,  upon  an  average,  508,  a  quarter  in- 
stead of  54^.  His  argument,  then,  was 
this,  that  if  it  appeared  that  the  price  of 
corn  had  been  declining  from  80«.  to  50s,, 
while  the  general  rental  of  the  land  had 
increased  5,000,000?.  yearly,  there  was  no 
reason — allowing  for  an  increasing  popula- 
tion, and  for  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country — why  they  should  not  have 
the  price  of  corn  reduced  still  lower  than 
50^.,  and  yet  be  able  to  afford  a  rent  equal 
in  amount  to  the  present,  or  even  in  some 
instances  greater.  But  in  saying  thiA, 
he  wished  to  guard  himself  against  any 
particular  instances.  There  might  exist 
cases  where  the  rent  might  require  to 
be  lowered.  He  had  heard  of  lands 
being  let,  and  also  of  being  aold,  at 
very  high  rates.  But  it  was  not  fair  to 
argue  from  special  instances.  Without 
venturing  to  prophesy  what  might  here- 
after be  the  case,  he  would  state  that  his 
belief  at  present  was,  that  40f.  was  an 
unnaturally  low  price.  He  thought  there 
were  many  reasons  to  account  for  the  pre- 
sent reduced  price  of  corn ;  as  to  its  being 
entirely  owing  to  free  trade,  he  could  not 
believe  it.  He  was  in  Paris  a  short  time 
ago,  and  he  spoke  to  many  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  the  opinion  they  held  on  it  was 
almost  universally  the  same.  They  said 
that  their  country  was  still  almost  in  a  re- 
volutionary state,  and  that  it  was  of  great 
advantage  that  the  labouring  classes  should 
in  such  a  position  of  things  be  provided 
with  cheap  food.  Now,  it  appeared  to  him 
(Earl  Granville)  that  that  obserratiou 
equally  applied  to  a  country  which  was  in 
a  state  of  profound  peace.  But  while  the 
people  had  this  advantage,  yet  there  was 
no  doubt  the  price  of  produce  in  France 
was  so  low  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
tenants  to  pay  their  rents.  Now,  that  cir- 
cumstance could  not  be  owing  to  free 
trade,  for  the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
corn  into  France  at  this  moment  was  from 
3O5.  to  4O5.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  competition  with  foreigners,  he  felt  it 
unnecessary  to  go  into  that  point,  from  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Amendment; 
for  that  noble  Earl  had  declared  his  belief 
that,  in  the  course  of  years^  the  English 
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fanner  could  produce  cheaper  corn  tlian 
the  foreigner  could.    As  to  the  inability  of 
the  English  farmer  to  compete  with  the 
foreigner  on  account  of  the  peculiar  bur- 
dens  imposed   upon  him — the   allegation 
being  that   the   English  farmer  was  too 
heavily  taxed — he  begged  to  ask  whether 
the  noble  Earl  had  given  any  data  on  which 
that  observation  was  made  ?     He  did  not 
mean  merely  proof  that  a  larger  amount  of 
revenue  was  exacted  from  the  Englishman 
than  from  the  foreigner;  but  that  the  re- 
venue so  raised  was  larger  with  respect  to 
the  English  farmer  in  proportion  to  his 
means  of  paying  it,  than  the  revenue  levied 
in  any  other  country.     He  considered  it 
very  natural  that  noble  Lords,  after  just 
coming  up  from  the   country,   and  after 
having  been  surrounded  by  their  tenants — 
who  were  labouring  under,  as  he  thought, 
a  panic,  but,  as  they  believed,  only  a  rea- 
sonable apprehension  for  themselves,  think- 
ing that  distress  was  coming  upon  them, 
and  believing  that  there  were  no  means 
within  their  own  power  of  alleviating  that 
distress — it  was  very  natural,  under  these 
circumstances,  that  their  Lordships  should 
come  forward  with  warm  and  anxious  feel- 
ings, and  endeavour  to  devise  some  means, 
by  legislative  enactment,  for  relieving  that 
distress.   But  he  did  trust  that  when  those 
noble  Lords  should  have  more  calmly  re- 
flected upon  this  matter — when  they  should 
learn,  what  he  had  not  yet  heard  the  noble 
Earl  or  any  other  noble  Lord  prepared  to 
deny,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
were   in   a   satisfactory   condition  —  they 
would  reconsider  the   course    they   were 
about  to  pursue  on  this  question.     It  ap- 
peared by  returns  that  there  was  7  per 
cent  less  of  pauperism  in  this  country  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1850,  than  there  was 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1849.     He  could 
not  agree  with  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Richmond) — though  he  felt  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  landed  interest,  and  though 
he  believed  it  was  the  source  of  immense 
wealth  to   this   country — yet  he   did  not 
agree  with  the  noble  Duke  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  by  artificial  means, 
to  force  up  that  interest,  in  order  that  it 
might  become  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.     He  did  not  think  it  was  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  a  Government  to 
foster  any  species  of  industry  by  special 
means.     In   his    opinion.   Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  adopted  a  much  wiser  and 
surer  course   of  policy   for  insuring  that 
prosperity.     He  considered  that  they  had 
arriyed  at  a  high  and  proud  station  in  hay- 


ing secured  the  tranquillity  of  the  country 
and  bettered  the  condition  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  by  more  natural  and 
more  statesmanlike  means.  Believing  that 
it  was  from  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  that  the  prosperity  of 
all  other  classes  in  the  country  could  be 
derived,  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
reflect,  and  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  those  mea- 
sures which  had  been  so  recently  enacted. 
It  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfac- 
tory opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  those  mea- 
sures by  the  results  of  merely  one  or  two 
years'  experiment.  One  reason  why  he 
believed  there  was  so  much  ground  for 
hope  that  the  farmers  of  this  country  would 
be  able  profitably  to  produce  com  and  food 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  was  the  fact  that,  with 
reference  to  all  other  staple  manufactures, 
that  result  had  taken  place.  The  prices 
of  cotton  fabrics  were  about  one-seventh  of 
what  they  were  in  1815;  it  was  the  same 
with  cotton  yarn;  there  was  hardly  one 
article  of  manufacture  that  had  not  been 
cheapened  by  competition.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  if  their  Lordships  would 
turn  their  attention  to  those  general  mea- 
sures which  affected  all  interests  alike;  if 
they  would  make  those  reductions  in  the 
public  expenditure  which  were  necessary 
and  practicable;  and  if  they  would,  either 
by  themselves  or  by  their  tenants,  apply 
the  same  amount  of  capital,  skill,  and  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  which 
was  bestowed  on  merely  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  matters,  it  would  be  a  better 
thing  for  the  country  than  if  their  Lord- 
ships should  be  able  to  carry  the  Amend- 
ment, which,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
was  somewhat  vague,  and  which  in  no  way 
mentioned  the  course  their  Lordships  were 
prepared  to  pursue,  except  the  bit  of  infor- 
mation given  by  the  noble  Earl  that  he 
would  not  rest  satisfied  till  protection  was 
regained.  What  amount  of  protection  the 
noble  Earl  required,  he  (Earl  Granville) 
knew  not;  but  one  thing  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  of,  namely,  that  their  Lordships 
would  be  labouring  under  a  very  great  de- 
lusion if  they  thought  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  England  would  ever 
consent  to  re-enact  protection  again  in  this 
country. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  he  did  not 
mean  to  delay  long  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  which,  by  a  course  both  Parlia- 
mentary and  constitutional,  he  was  entitled 
to  consider  the  Speech  of  the  noble  Lords 
opposite.    But  among  two  or  three  things 
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which  deserved  his  attention,  there  was  one, 
namely,  the  admission  that  a  verj  great 
amount  of  distress  existed  in  this  country 
at  the  present  time;  and  if  the  amount  of 
distress  existed,  as  was  said,  among  the 
agricultural  classes,  he  took  it  to  he  a 
clear  and  settled  proposition  that  it  was  a 
matter  deserving  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment. But  he  was  not  at  all  of  those 
disposed  to  ascrihe  this  distress  to  causes  he 
had  heard  some  nohle  Lords  attribute  it  to, 
as  the  agitation  of  one  party,  or  to  a  panic 
among  the  others  in  this  quarter  or  in  that 
—the  fact  of  distress  might  be  exaggerated 
as  to  its  amount  by  agitation  or  by  means 
of  the  panic;  hut  that  that  fact  of  distress 
had  had,  as  far  as  by  possibility  it  could 
have  had,  the  effect  of  producing  the  un- 
happy state  of  things  which  was  to  be  de- 
plored throughout  the  country,  was  a  propo- 
sition so  clear  as  to  be  indisputable  on 
either  side.  He,  for  his  part,  should  be 
very  far  from  denying  the  existence  of  the 
distress,  or  diminishing  or  correcting  the 
exaggerations  mado  touching  it,  and  for 
this  reason,  among  others,  that  he  well 
knew  from  experience  that  with  individuals 
as  with  societies  there  was  no  greater 
difficulty  than  to  persuade  a  man  that  he 
was  less  ill  off  than  he  thought  himself,  or 
that  the  rest  of  the  community  was  no 
better  off  than  himself.  He  could  assure 
their  Lordships  that  he  would  feel  delighted 
and  comforted  if  he  could  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  the  distress;  but  it  was  his  entire 
and  firm  conviction  that  there  was  no  ex- 
aggeration whatever  in  the  statements  made 
of  its  amount.  But  that  proved  nothing  as  to 
the  causes  to  which  the  distress  was  attri- 
butable. He  was  prepared  to  defend  his  old 
opinions  on  this  subject,  for  they  had  un- 
dergone no  change.  The  measure  was  an 
experiment.  He  contended  that  all  great 
changes  in  the  internal  policy  of  a  Govern- 
ment were  experiments,  and  that  all  wise 
legislators,  on  that  ground,  ought  ever  to 
be  ready  to  modify  their  opinions  or  to  re- 
trace their  steps,  or  entirely  to  abandon 
the  course  they  had  adopted,  if  the  conse- 
quences were  not  such  upon  actual  trial 
as  to  justify  them  in  persisting  in  their 
course.  All  legislation,  all  government, 
all  public  policy,  was  necessarily  experi- 
mental. In  saying  this,  he  was  only  con- 
fessing that  men  wore  mere  finite  beings, 
who  never  know  beforehand  what  was  to 
be  the  result  of  their  most  deliberate  mea- 
sures. But  then  he  must  have  no  bias  on 
his  mind  when  he  came  to  judge  whether 
his  experiment  had  succeeded  or  failed. 


He  must  have  no  sinister  motive  to  preTont 
him  from  at  once  declaring,  if  he  foand 
he  had  been  wrong,  that  he  was  wrong, 
and  that  his  experiment  was  ill-contiiTed, 
or  rashly  applied,  and  had  been  a  failure. 
But  if  he  had  obtained  a  fee,  which  some 
agitators  had  done,  and  which  he  must  dis-> 
gorge  before  he  could  form  an  honest  judg- 
ment, then  that  fee  he  must  give  back  be- 
fore he  could  say  that  the  experiment  for 
which  he  had  been  feed  had  succeeded  or 
failed.  He  stood  not  in  that  position.  He 
had  no  bias  on  his  mind.  If  he  thought 
he  had  acted  wrong,  he  was  prepared  to 
avow  it,  and  ready  to  accompany  their 
Lordships  in  retracing  their  steps.  But,  if 
he  felt  no  bias  to  influence  his  judgment, 
so  neither  did  he  feel  that  any  argument 
had  been  adduced  to  alter  his  judgment. 
Upon  the  most  deliberate  view  which  he 
could  take  of  the  events  which  had  hap- 
pened in  the  interval,  he  was  dearlj  of 
opinion  that  they  were  right  in  1846,  and 
that  they  should  be  wrong,  immeasurably 
wrong,  now  to  attempt,  if  it  were  possible, 
to  retrace  their  steps.  This  distress  com- 
plained of  by  some  of  their  Lordships,  was 
by  no  means  confined  within  the  limits  of 
this  island.  He  spoke  with  confidence, 
because  he  spoke  with  knowledge,  when  he 
said  that  in  the  great  neighbouring  coun- 
try—  in  France  —  with  a  population  of 
33,000,000,  for  the  most  part  agricultural^ 
the  very  class  who  were  now  most  com- 
plaining in  this  country,  though  a  smaller 
class  here  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
population — he  spoke  a  fact  which  came 
within  his  knowledge,  when  he  said  that 
in  France,  and  all  over  France,  they  were 
suffering  at  this  hour,  and  had  been  for 
months  past  suffering,  a  deep  distress,  as 
much  as  ever  this  country  had  suffered 
in  its  worst  moment,  and  very  considerably 
more  than  we  were  suffering  now.  He 
would  state  to  their  Lordships  the  results 
of  his  knowledge  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
corn-growing  regions  of  France.  He  might 
most  truly  say  that  it  was  now  in  the  most 
complete  state  of  agricultural  suffering; 
the  rents  were  reduced,  but  none,  or  next 
to  none,  were  paid;  land  was  thrown  out 
of  tillage;  the  farms  were  being  thrown  up 
constantly,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of 
even  finding  successors  to  the  outgoing 
tenants;  and  the  labourers  of  course,  in 
very  many  instances,  remained  unemploy- 
ed, without  the  auxiliary  of  a  poor-law  to 
fall  back  upon.  Now,  to  show  them  the 
cause  of  this,  and  how  little  it  had  to  do 
with  free  trade  in  corn,  he  might  state  to 
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ihem  that  seeing  com  landed  at  the  port 
one  day  near  his  residence,  he  went  down 
and  inquired  whether  thej  ever  imported 
any  com  from  Odessa,  or  from  Africa, 
once  the  granary  of  the  Empire  ?  *'  Oh, 
no,**  said  they,  "  there  was  plenty  of 
com  there  for  them  if  they  chose,  no 
douht,  hut  they  could  not  hring  it  into 
the  country."  As  the  nohle  Earl  (Earl 
Granville)  had  truly  said,  France  was  a 
protected  country,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  free  trade;  not  one  ounce  of  any  grain 
or  flour  or  meal  could  now  he  imported ;  and 
yet  distress,  agricultural  distress,  was  found 
prevailing  in  every  quarter.  Then  as  to 
our  people  heing  more  heavily  taxed  than 
others.  Being  desirous  of  ohtaining  the 
most  satisfactory  information  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  French  people,  and  the  amount 
of  their  hurdens  to  the  State,  he  had 
placed  himself  under  the  tutorage  of  an 
inspector  of  revenue  for  a  district  near 
his  residence  in  the  south,  containing 
10,000  souls,  and  with  him  he  carefully 
inspected  the  tax-hooks  and  the  last  year's 
receipts.  Of  these  10,000  there  were 
2,600  proprietors  of  land,  2,100  of  these 
heing  owners  of  mere  hits  of  land,  which 
they  called  their  estates,  submitting  to  the 
evils  of  subdivision  for  the  fiction  which 
all  Frenchmen  hugged  to  their  bosoms  un- 
der the  name  of  **  equality."  The  direct 
taxes  were  levied  in  these  cases  on  the 
rental;  but  as  every  proprietor  was  his 
own  tenant,  the  tax  was  levied  in  effect  on 
the  estimated  yearly  value  of  the  land. 
The  land  was  valued  on  the  books  which 
he  inspected  at  136,000  francs,  yearly 
value,  and  the  inspector  showed  him  the  ce- 
ceipts  of  last  year  for  about  40,000  francs  of 
direct  taxes;  that  was  more  than  one-fourth, 
and  nearly  one-third,  of  the  actual  value  of 
the  land.  There  was  11  per  cent  of  direct 
land  tax,  8  per  cent  on  the  doors  and  win- 
dows, and  8  per  cent  on  what  by  a  curious 
speculation  of  the  financial  mind  was  taken 
as  the  rent  each  householder  was  supposed 
to  pay  himself  for  inhabiting  his  own  house, 
and  on  the  amount  of  rent,  suppose  he  let 
it  out :  be  that  rent  received  from  the  house 
or  not,  the  taxgatherers  said  they  ought  to 
receive  it.  In  other  words,  supposing  the 
yearly  value  of  an  estate  to  be  3,800?., 
2,7002.  was  the  total  amount  which  had  to 
be  paid.  It  was  in  the  proportion  of  twelve 
to  nineteen;  so  that  if  any  one  of  their 
Lordships  should  have  an  estate  of  19,0007. 
a  year,  as  many  of  them  had  estates 
worth  ten  times  that  amount,  or  at  least 
bad  before  this  distress,  then  thej  would 


have  to  pay  12,000Z.  for  the  support  of 
Government.  The  French  people,  how- 
ever, were  quite  content  to  pay  that  amount, 
so  that  they  were  allowed  to  have  liberty, 
for  which  they  cared  nothing — equality,  for 
which  they  cared  much.  Their  Lordships 
must  also  consider  that  France,  in  addi- 
tion to  direct  taxation,  was  also  subjected 
to  indirect  taxation  upon  the  consumable 
commodities  imported  into  the  country, 
which  also  had  the  effect  of  raising  the 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  Ger- 
many the  taxes  amounted  to  25  per  cent. 
They  often  heard  of  the  light  taxation  of 
the  United  States  of  America ;  but  the 
grievous  and  gross  mistake  made  by  those 
who  cried  out  about  liberty  and  light  taxa- 
tion in  the  United  States  was,  that  they 
looked  only  at  the  federal  Government. 
They  said  it  was  a  cheap  government;  and 
so  the  federal  Government  was;  but  they 
forgot  that  each  separate  State  paid  for  its 
own  government,  for  its  own  justice,  for 
its  own  establishments,  and  for  every  one 
of  those  things  that  made  it  necessary  to 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people;  so  that  he 
did  not  think  that  they  had  much  to  brag 
of  in  tho  United  States  as  compared  with 
ourselves  in  point  of  taxation.  This  was 
not  immaterial  to  the  present  argument, 
because  when  it  was  contended  that  this 
country  was  so  heavily  taxed  that  its  agri- 
culture needed  protection,  it  was  necessary 
to  look  into  the  matter,  in  order  to  see 
whether  we  were  really  more  heavily  taxed 
than  other  countries;  and  when  he  did  so 
narrowly  look,  he  was  satisfied  that  we 
were  not.  Though  he  did  not  consider  that 
the  distress  which  had  existed  had  been  in 
any  degree  exaggerated,  he  must  at  the 
same  time  disapprove  in  the  strongest 
manner  of  the  language  that  had  been 
used  at  some  of  the  meetings  held  in  the 
country.  He  had,  with  strong  feelings  of 
indignation,  seen  respectable  men  borne 
away  by  this  zeal  to  do  all  but  threaten 
even  assassination.  He  hoped,  however, 
they  would  never  have  recourse  to  such 
threats  of  violence  as  were,  though  in  ge- 
neral terms,  thus  openly  recommended.  He 
had  with  yet  greater  horror,  seen  yet  more 
plain  exhortations  to  assassination.  He  had 
seen  deliberate  letters  written  by  literary 
men,  who  audaciously  put  their  names  to 
them,  and  published  them  in  the  journals 
conducted  by  persons  in  the  service  of  our 
Government,  and  in  terms  and  words  re- 
commending the  assassination  of  princes 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  holding 
out  to  the  assassins  the  sure  refuge  that 
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Sfould  await  them  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  was  a  foul  and  monstrous 
libel  on  our  kinsmen  in  the  United  States, 
for  he  believed  that  if  any  miscreant  were 
to  raise  an  unhallowed  arm  in  obedience  to 
any  such  fanatical  reformer,  or  falsely  pre- 
tended lover  of  peace,  against  the  life  of  any 
Sovereign  in  Europe,  instead  of  being  re- 
ceived with  open  arms  by  the  honest  Ame- 
rican, he  would  be  rejected  and  spued 
out  of  the  country  with  abhorrence  and 
disgust.  There  had  been  sundry  disclosures 
made  regarding  the  distress  which  affected 
other  portions  of  the  community  in  this 
country  beside  the  farmers;  and  he  could 
not  but  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  a  re- 
spectable morning  paper  had  most  ably  and 
usefully  given  circulation  to  a  great  deal  of 
curious  and  interesting  information  respect- 
ing the  grievous  sufferings  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  their  unfortunate  fellow-creatures, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  women  employed  in 
needlework.  While  he  admitted  tho  ex- 
istence of  those  sufferings,  however,  he 
felt  himself  most  reluctantly  bound  to  dis- 
pute some  of  the  remedies  which  most  be- 
nevolent and  most  excellent  individuals 
were  proposing  for  removing  the  evil.  But 
it  was  a  subject  he  approached  with  great 
pain.  The  details  were  enough  to  melt 
the  hardest  heart.  He  knew  that  there 
were  numbers  of  meritorious  individuals 
scarcely  able  to  keep  body  and  soul  to- 
gether on  their  labours  of  fourteen  hours 
a  day,  existing  on  the  smallest  pittance 
of  food  with  which  animal  life  could 
be  supported,  and  conducting  their  la- 
bours with  an  industry  and  assiduity  that 
passed  all  belief,  as  it  exceeded  all 
praise.  All  this  he  felt  as  strongly  as  did 
those  benevolent  and  charitable  individuals 
of  whom  he  had  spoken;  but,  alas!  what 
was  the  cause  of  it  ?  It  was,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demand  for  labour  there  was 
an  overabundant  supply.  It  was,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  wants  of  those  who  were 
to  be  paid  for  their  labour,  there  was  no 
proportion  in  the  wants  of  those  for  that 
labour  who  were  to  pay  them.  It  was, 
that  they  were  paid  2d.  or  2^d.  by  the 
day,  because  their  employers  would  not 
pay  more,  and  because  no  law  they  could 
make,  no  lectures  on  charity  they  could 
preach,  would  ever  make  the  employer 
pay  4d.  when  he  could  get  the  work 
done  for  2d,  But,  it  was  said,  what 
harm  was  there  in  taking  off  a  portion 
of  the  labourers,  and  lessening  in  the 
market  the  superabundance  of  hands  ?  Let 
us,  it  was  said,  take  off  so  many  thousands 


of  those  hands,  and  should  we  not  thereby 
adjust  the  supply  more  nearly  to  the  de- 
mand ?  No,  indeed,  shortsighted  charity ! 
Benevolence,  more  benevolent  than  benefi- 
cent !  zeal,  but  rather  without  knowledge ! 
Who  could  doubt  that  if  they  took  10,000, 
12,000,  or  20,000  individuals  out  of  the 
labour  market,  the  price  of  labour  would 
at  once  rise;  but  did  they  not  see  that  this 
very  success  would  bring  in  twice  as  many 
as  were  taken  out,  simply  because  the 
price  of  labour  had  risen  ?  So  that  instead 
of  the  market  rising  from  2d,  or  4d.,  it 
would,  in  the  end,  after  a  temporary  rise, 
fall  lower  than  ever.  It  was  like  dig- 
ging a  hole,  not  in  wet,  but  in  dry  sand, 
which,  the  instant  it  was  taken  out, 
was  replaced  by  other  sand  rushing  in. 
But  then,  emigration  was  to  be  the  re- 
source. Emigration  had  two  objects :  one 
was  to  give  labour  relief,  and  raise  the 
price  of  labour;  but  it  was  evident  this 
would  be  attended  with  the  exact  effect  he 
had  referred  to.  The  other  object  was  to 
give  labour  to  the  colonies;  in  that  ease  it 
might  be  very  useful;  but,  possibly,  the 
colony  might  be  nice,  and  refuse  all  labour 
but  that  which  could  be  given  by  virtuous 
individuals,  so  that  they  must  first  scru- 
tinise their  emigrants  and  send  the  best  of 
them  abroad,  though  he  did  not  see  why, 
if  they  were  likely  to  make  good  wives, 
they  should  not  remain  at  home  to  get  good 
husbands.  According  to  this  mode  thev 
were  sending  away  the  best  part  of  the 
population,  and  retaining  the  worst.  He 
must  say,  when  on  this  subject,  that  he 
never  was  more  astonished  (much  as  he 
sympathised  with  the  dislike  of  receiyiog 
convicts)  than  to  hear  of  one  of  our  colonies 
refusing  to  the  passengers  of  an  unhappy 
convict- ship  a  landing  after  having  been 
tossed  about  for  three  months  of  a  tem- 
pestuous voyage.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  concluded  by  stating,  that  having 
seen  no  cause  why  they  should  retrace 
their  steps  on  the  corn  laws,  he  was 
unable  to  vote  for  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  noble  Earl. 

Lord  STANLEY  could  only  say  that 
he  participated  in  the  gratification  with 
which  he  was  sure  all  must  have  heard  the 
speech  which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
had  delivered  upon  the  present  occasion — 
he  was  about  to  say,  upon  the  present 
question.  He  confessed  that  the  speech 
on  the  present  occasion,  at  least  the  half  of 
that  speech,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  speech, 
had  a  very  indistinct  connexion  with  the 
subject  which  now  demanded  their  atten- 
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tion.  It  might  be  his  ignorance  that  made  | 
him  say  so,  but  he  must  confess,  that  at 
least  in  the  one  half  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend's  speech,  he  could  not  trace 
the  smallest  connexion  between  the  Speech 
of  Her  Majesty  which  was  then  under  their 
consideration,  or  the  Amendment  which 
had  been  submitted  to  their  consideration 
with  such  great  good  temper  and  judgment 
by  his  noble  Fnends  the  nobler  Earls  be- 
hind him.  Before,  however,  he  adverted 
to  the  question  which  was  then  especially 
under  their  consideration,  he  wished  to  be 
permitted  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon 
topics  in  the  Royal  Speech  which  had 
hitherto  been  passed  over  in  the  discussion, 
and  on  which  there  could  not  be  the  same 
difference  as  upon  the  main  subject  for 
their  consideration.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  there  was  not  one,  not  only  of  their 
Lordships,  but  hardly  an  individual  in  the 
country,  who  would  not  echo — and  that 
not  in  the  mere  language  of  formality,  but 
of  perfect  sincerity — the  hearty  expression 
of  condolence  to  Her  Majesty  upon  the 
loss  which  Her  Majesty  and  the  country 
also  had  sustained  in  the  lamented,  and, 
he  might  add,  the  premature  death  of  the 
Queen  Dowager.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
they  would  all  concur  in  believing  that  the 
extensive  charity  and  exemplary  virtues  of 
Her  late  Majesty  will  always  render  her 
memory  dear  to  the  nation.  She  had  left 
an  example  how,  with  becoming  dignity, 
she  could  occupy  a  throne,  and  with  what 
becoming  grace  the  same  individual  could 
retire  into  private  life.  It  was  no  formal 
expression  of  condolence  that  was  given 
utterance  to  on  this  occasion.  It  was  the 
manifestation  of  that  which  was  the  univer- 
sal feeling  amongst  all  classes  and  condi- 
tions of  persons  in  this  country.  He  would 
also  concur  with  their  Lordships  in  the 
expression  of  their  gratitude  to  Providence, 
who,  having  visited  them  with  a  most  for- 
midable disease,  had  now  permitted  it  to 
pass  away,  and  had  now  restored  the  coun- 
try to  its  present  state  of  health.  He  con- 
curred in  thinking  that  they  could  best 
evince  their  gratitude  by  vigilant  precau- 
tions against  the  more  obvious  causes  of 
sickness  for  the  future,  and  an  enlightened 
consideration  for  those  who  were  exposed 
to  its  attacks,  and  by  extending  as  far  as 
they  could  the  promotion  of  those  sanitary 
measures  in  favour  of  the  lower  and  hum- 
bler classes  of  the  country,  which  were  no 
less  conducive  to  their  bodily  comfort  than 
to  their  moral  elevation.  While  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  those  precau- 


tions recommended  in  the  Speech,  he 
thought  at  the  same  time  there  was  no 
subject  over  which  it  was  necessary  to 
watch  with  more  care  than  these  sanitary 
measures.  There  had  occurred  in  connex- 
ion with  them  a  great  deal  of  unfortunate 
mismanagement ;  and  he  was  much  afraid, 
if  great  care  was  not  taken,  that  they 
might  even  do  injury  instead  of  the  good 
which  they  hoped  to  promote  by  such  mea- 
sures. With  regard  to  the  various  mea- 
sures which  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  were 
to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
their  Lordships  during  the  present  Session, 
they  no  doubt  related  to  matters  of  great 
importance;  but,  as  on  all  other  occasions 
similar  to  the  present,  he  thought  it  would 
be  most  improper  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  those  important  subjects  till  they 
were  in  the  ordinary  way  ^rought  under 
discussion.  They  would  thank  Her  Ma- 
jesty that  such  measures  were  to  be  laid 
before  them  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Crown,  and  they  would  promise  to  give 
them  that  attention  which  their  importance 
demanded;  but,  in  the  meantime,  they 
would  reserve  their  opinion  regarding  them 
till  they  were  submitted  in  the  proper 
form.  There  was,  however,  one  topic 
mentioned  in  the  Speech,  on  which  he 
should  indulge  himself  by  making  a  re- 
mark. It  was  stated  that  Her  Majesty 
"  rejoiced  that  the  Governments  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  of  Sweden 
had  promptly  taken  steps  to  secure  to  Bri- 
tish ships,  in  the  ports  of  their  respective 
countries  advantages  similar  to  those  which 
their  own  ships  now  enjoy  in  British  ports." 
He  maintained  in  the  strongest  manner  all 
the  opinions  he  had  expressed  on  former 
occasions  with  regard  to  the  impolicy,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  of  that  great  experi- 
ment on  which  they  ventured  last  Session 
of  Parliament ;  but  if  there  was  to  be  any 
modification  of  the  evils  arising  from  the 
repeal  of  those  navigation  laws,  it  must  be 
from  the  complete  and  entire  reciprocity  of 
other  nations  who  might  be  willing  to  treat 
with  them.  He  believed,  however,  there 
was  no  country  in  the  world  that  was  able 
to  give  to  this  country  full  reciprocity  under 
a  repeal  of  these  navigation  laws.  He  still 
believed  that  measure  to  have  been  an  in- 
jurious one;  but  if  the  experiment  was  to 
be  tried,  he  should  rejoice  to  see  it  tried 
fairly,  and  in  a  spirit  of  reciprocity.  The 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Address  in  an- 
swer to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  stated, 
that  the  very  countries  which  we  thought 
would  be  the  last  to  reciprocate  our  advances, 
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occupiers  of  land  were  complaining,  and 
She  observed  their  complaints  with  regret. 
It  was  certainly  an  annoying  fact — it  was 
disagreeable  that  any  class,  however  unim- 
portant, however  insignificant,  or  however 
fractional  in  point  of  numbers,  should  be 
suffering  distress ;  **  but  it  is  a  source  of 
sincere  gratification  to  Her  Majesty  to 
witness  the  increased  enjoyment  of  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which 
cheapness  and  plenty  have  bestowed  upon 
the  great  body  of  Her  people."  He  trusted 
that  he  should  not  be  misunderstood  as 
deprecating,  depreciating,  or  undervaluing 
the  advantages  of  plenty  and  cheapness, 
especially  when  they  gave  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people  an  increased  measure 
of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  in 
such  cheapness  and  abundance  as  were 
produced  by  a  plentiful  harvest  in  the  year 
1835,  which  gave  the  employers  of  labour 
ample  means  to  employ  those  who  were 
dependent  upon  them,  and  furnished,  at 
the  same  time,  to  the  population  the  means 
of  subsistence  at  a  cheap  rate — in  such 
cheapness  and  abundance  that  no  man 
living  would  rejoice  more  cordially  than  he 
(Lord  Stanley)  should,  or  regard  it  more 
as  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation. 
But  he  feared  the  Government  had  fallen 
into  an  error.  They  had  been  led  by  those 
whose  footsteps  they  had  been  too  easily 
induced  to  follow  —  who,  because  they 
made  a  great  deal  of  noise,  considered 
themselves  all  in  all  in  this  country — that 
everything  must  be  secondary  to  them — 
that  they  were  the  people,  and  that  every 
other  class  was  but  a  fragment  and  a  frac- 
tion of  the  people.  The  **  great  body  of 
the  people  '*  were  not  to  be  placed  where 
the  Queen's  Speech  placed  them — in  op- 
position and  invidious  contrast  to  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  land.  With 
regard  to  that  great  portion  of  the  people 
whose  interests  were  involved  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil — and  they  formed  a  very 
large,  and  hitherto  a  primarily-important, 
portion  of  the  population — he  contended 
that  cheapness  and  abundance  of  foreign 
imports  had  not  given  to  them  that  great 
command  over  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life  which  they  were  led  by  the 
Speech  to  believe  was  the  case.  If,  as 
was  the  case,  the  wages  of  labour  through- 
out the  agricultural  districts  had  fallen 
from  11 5.  to  85.,  from  95.  to  7s.,  and  from 
8«.  to  6«.  weekly  ;  if  it  were  true  that,  in 
order  to  produce  upon  the  whole  com- 
munity the  small  fractional  diminution  of 
7  per  cent  upon  the  number  of  paupers 


actually  receiving  relief,  there  were  men 
working  on  the  road  at  6s,  a-week  for 
three  days  of  the  week,  and  called  to  sub- 
sist on  35.  a  week — if  there  were  men  who 
worked  upon  the  roads  at  reduced  wages  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  union  houses,  and  to 
spare  the  poor-rates  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance— then  he  said  that  it  was  a  mock- 
ery, a  cruel  mockery,  to  talk  to  those  men, 
whose  employment  was  taken  from  them, 
and  whose  wages  were  diminished,  of  the  ad- 
ditional means  which  cheapness  and  plenty 
afforded  them  for  enjoying  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life.  The  noble  Earl  op- 
posite (Earl  Granville)  said,  that  tbrongh- 
out  the  whole  country  there  was  7  per 
cent  less  pauperism  in  January,  1850, 
than  in  January,  1849.  But  the  jear 
which  terminated  January,  1849,  was  a 
year  of  the  deepest  depression  —  a  year 
which  he  remembered  noble  Lords  opposite 
always  talked  of  as  an  exceptional  year 
not  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
which,  from  various  causes,  was  a  year  of 
the  greatest  possible  distress  among  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  population. 
But  taking  the  year  1848 — a  year  of  deep 
depression — a  year  in  which  the  poor-ratc» 
had  exceeded  by  one  million  sterling  the 
poor  rates  of  the  preceding  year,  with 
lower  prices  for  agricultural  produce,  and 
then  tell  him  that,  as  compared  with  the 
year  1848,  there  was  upon  the  1st  of 
January,  1850,  a  diminution  of  7  per 
cent  in  the  pauperism  of  the  country; 
and  add  to  that  the  fact,  that  whereas 
the  last  year  was  a  year  of  great  manu- 
facturing distress,  and  that  the  present 
was  a  year  in  which  the  manufacturing 
prosperity  was  so  great  as  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  congratulation  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech.  From  the  diminution  of  pau- 
perism to  the  extent  of  7  per  cent  ofn 
the  whole  country,  deduct  the  large  dimi- 
nution which  must  have  taken  place  in 
the  manufacturing  distress,  and  upon  the 
figures  of  which  the  noble  Earl  himself 
had  read  a  few  that  night  he  founded  an 
indisputable  inference  that,  great  as  was 
the  agricultural  distress  last  year,  that  ag- 
ricultural distress  was  infinitely  greater 
this  year ;  and  it  was  with  regard  to  agri- 
cultural distress  and  agricultural  pauperism 
that  the  Amendment  of  his  noble  Friend 
was  directed,  and  not  to  any  allegations  of 
general  distress  in  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  districts.  He  rejoiced  as  much 
as  anybody  could  at  the  improved  accounts 
of  manufacturing  prosperity.  He  took  it 
for  granted,  upon  the  statement  of  the 
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noble  Earl  that  there  was  a  large  increase 
of  exports  and  imports,  that  the  public  re- 
venue was  flourishing,  and  that  trade  was 
prosperous.     He  admitted  it— he  rejoiced 
in  it,  and  heartily  united  in  the  congratu- 
lations of  Her  Majesty  upon  the  subject. 
But  he  was  not  prepared,  and  Ministers 
had  not  called  upon  them,  to  attribute  this 
to  any  specific  cause,  or  to  say  that  it  was 
the  consequence  of  free- trade  measures. 
When  he  looked,  indeed,  at  the  amount  of 
the  exports,  there  were  various  circum- 
stances which  indicated  that  that  increase 
of  prosperity  —  not  reaching,   but   very 
nearly  reaching,  the  amount  of  our  trade  in 
1845  and  1846,  and  previous  to  those  dis- 
tressing years  of  1847  and  1848  —  had 
been  wholly  independent  of  their  free-trade 
measures,  and  arose  from  totally  different 
causes.     It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  of 
their  exports  of  calicoes,  in  which  there  had 
been  an  enormous  increase  of  something 
like  128,000,000  of  yards  in  the  present 
year,   no  less  than  89,000,000  of  yards 
were    exported  —  where  ?  —  to    countries 
where  free  trade  had  been  established  ? 
No ;   but  to  British  India ;    and  a  very 
small  proportion  indeed  of  their  calicoes 
had  gone  to  those  countries  which  had 
adopted  the  principles  of  reciprocal  free 
trade.      He  only  trusted  that  this  pros- 
perity might  not  lead  to  overtrading,  to 
overspeculation,  and  to  the  glutting  of  for- 
eign markets,  of  which  we  had  already 
seen  some  indications,  but  that  it  would  be 
permanent  and  enduring.     But  if  he  ad- 
mitted the  existence  of  prosperity  in  our 
manufactures,  and  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
cheapness  of  food  in  this  country  that  the 
manufacturers  had  been  able  to  produce 
more  cheaply,  and  to  export  more  abun- 
dantly in  return  for  foreign  imports,  it  was 
not  in  any  invidious  sense  that  he  stated 
that  the   boon  thus  conferred   upon  the 
manufacturing  districts  had  been  so  con- 
ferred upon  them  at  the  expense  of  agri- 
cultural industry;    for  he  did   not  think 
that  any  man  would  deny  that  the  great 
reduction  which  had  been  caused  by  free- 
trade  measures  in  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce,  had  had  a  very  considerable  effect 
in  causing  that  distress  which  they  all  de- 
plored, and  which,  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent,  they  all  acknowledged.     His  noble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Brougham)  said 
that  the  distress  of  agriculture  could  not 
be  referred  to  free  trade;  **for,"  says  he, 
"in  France  there  is  no  free  trade  —  in 
France  there  is  strictly  a  system  of  protec- 
tion; yet  in  France  all  classes  connected 
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with  agriculture  are  labouring  under  the 
deepest  and  most   aggravated  distress." 
He  would  take  these  facts ;  and  he  would 
agree  with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
thet  they  were  wholly  different  with  regard 
to  France  and  England.     He  joined  in  the 
expression  of  sincere  gratitude  that  by  the 
favour  of  Divine  Providence  this  kingdom 
had  hitherto  been  preserved  from  the  wars 
and  convulsions  which,  during  the  last  two 
years  had  shaken  so  many  of  the  States  of 
the  Continent.     But  in   those  wars  and 
convulsions   he   saw  one  cause,  and   one 
most  important  cause,  of  the  agricultural 
distress  admitted  by  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend.    His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
told  them  that  the  state  of  the  land  in 
France  was  extremely  different  from  what 
it  was  in  this  country.     And  in  what  did 
the  difference  consist  ?     Why,  that  under 
the   principles  of  **  liberty,  equality,  and 
fraternity,  '  there  had  been  a  minute  sub- 
division of  the  soil  amongst  small  and  poor 
proprietors,  which  rendered  it  impossibe 
duly  to  cultivate  the   soil  by  laying  out 
a  proper  amount  of  capital  in  its  improve-i 
ment;  and  yet  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  the  declamation  of  certain  parties,  under 
whose  guidance,  unfortunately,  Her  Majes- 
ty's Government  appeared  too  much  to  be 
proceeding,  was  against  the  class  of  large 
landed  proprietors   in  this  country,  who, 
they    said,    had    more    land    than    they 
were  themselves    able  to   cultivate,   and 
were,   therefore,   compelled  to  screw  the 
rents  out   of  the  tenants  who  did  culti- 
vate it.     This  was  no  question  of  rent;  but 
even  if  it  were,  he  would  ask  them  whether 
they  were  prepared  to  cut  down  the  weight 
and  importance  of  the  landed  aristocracy 
of  the  country,  and  to  seek  to  apportion  the 
land  of  this  country,  as  was  done  in  France? 
He  could  tell  them  they  were  proceeding  in 
a  rapid  line  towards  that  to  which  one  of 
the  great  leaders  of  the  movement  pointed 
his  ambition  and  aim — namely,  a  safe,  per- 
manent democracy.     If  they  were  seduced 
by  any  considerations  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  were  thus  recommended  for  break* 
ing  down  the  great  weight,  influence,  and 
property  of  the  landed  aristocracy  of  the 
country,  the  aristocracy  might,  no  doubt, 
fall — their  days  might  be  numbered;  but 
with  the  numbering  of  their  days  were  also 
numbered  the  days  of  the  British  monarchy. 
If  the  views  of  the  people  were  in  favour  of 
a  republic,  which  was  almost  the  avowed 
object  of  many  of  the  leaders  of  this  move- 
ment, where,  then,  were  they  to  look  for 
the  security  of  property,  the  investment  of 
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capital,  the  improvement  of  the  soil,  the 
extension  of  agriculture,  which  was  now  so 
loudly  called  for  ?  There  would  not  he 
founa  any  of  those  improyements  which 
were  now  carried  on,  hut  they  would  find 
themselres  in  the  condition  of  France,  a 
condition  owing  to  the  entire  aholition  of 
the  aristocracy,  and  the  minute  division  of 
the  soil.  Then  would  come  the  greatest 
distress  upon  the  small  proprietors  of  land, 
which  had  already  heen  so  graphically  de- 
Bcrihed  hy  his  nohle  and  learned  Friend. 
He  turned  now  to  the  question  connected 
with  the  crushing  weight  of  taxation.  It 
was  true  that  France  had  protection,  hut 
she  had  also  wars  and  internal  convulsions, 
from  which,  with  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence, our  constitution  had  as  yet  pre- 
served this  country.  The  possession  of 
property  in  large  lots,  and  the  existence  of 
an  aristocracy,  had  up  to  this  time  secured 
us  from  those  miseries  to  which  France  was 
a  victim.  The  misery  inflicted  upon  the 
proprietors  in  France  should  serve  us  as  a 
warning  against  following  this  cry  of  direct 
taxation,  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  agri- 
cultural and  landed  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. But  what  reason  had  they  for  sup- 
posing that  the  distress  which  at  present 
existed  would  be  but  temporary  ?  What 
was  there  to  account  for  the  prices  of  corn 
in  this  year  and  the  last  year  declining  ? 
The  decline,  too,  he  did  not  think  had 
ceased  at  the  present  time.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  gave  us  an  extraordinary  rea- 
son for  this  decline — namely,  the  great  fai- 
lure of  the  harvest  in  Ireland,  and  the  fact 
of  half  of  the  food  of  the  people  in  that 
country  being  swept  away  by  the  loss  of 
the  potato  crop.  lie  (Lord  Stanley) 
was,  no  doubt,  a  man  of  ordinary  un- 
derstanding ;  but  he  would  think  that 
that  argument  told  exactly  the  other 
way.  He  would  have  thought,  indeed, 
that  such  a  state  of  things  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  price  of 
corn  rather  than  of  reducing  it.  What, 
then,  were  the  temporary  causes  of  this 
decline  ?  Last  year  they  had  a  plentiful 
harvest — so  plentiful  that  the  corn  was 
hardly  worth  reaping.  Last  year  they  had 
low  prices,  because  they  had  a  bad  har- 
vest; and  it  seemed  that  this  year  they 
were  to  have  low  prices  because  they  had 
a  good  harvest.  In  addition  to  the  inter- 
nal harvest  of  1849,  which  was  such  a 
plentiful  one,  they  had  imported  wheat 
and  wheat-flour  to  a  considerable  amount. 
The  price  was  69^.  9d,  on  the  average  of 


1847 ;  50s.  Id.  on  the  average  of  1848; 
and  44tf.  \d,  on  the  average  of  the  first 
four  months  of  1849.  There  were  im- 
ported, in  1847,  4,456,000  quarters;  aod 
in  1849,  4,533,523  quarters.  So  that 
there  was  an  aclual  increase  in  favour  of 
the  latter  year,  with  a  low  price,  oyer  the 
import  of  the  year  of  famine,  1847.  JBut^ 
it  was  said,  **  Surely  these  people  won*t 
continue  sending  in  their  com.  They 
might  send  it  in  at  69«.  9d,\  but  they 
won't  when  the  price  is  lower.*'  How- 
ever, they  had  sent  it  in  at  50f.  7d.,  and, 
in  larger  quantities  still,  at  44f.  Id.  When 
discussing  the  question  of  protection  some 
time  ago,  they  were  met  with  the  argu- 
ment that  the  foreigner  would  not  go  on 
importing  unless  at  remunerating  prices. 
At  that  time  a  noble  Friend  of  his»  now  no 
more  (Lord  Ashburton),  stated,  with  his 
usual  sagacity,  that  there  were  districts 
whose  production  was  illimitable*  and 
which,  so  long  as  England  continued  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  to 
admit  corn  duty  free,  would  pour  in  grain 
continually,  glutting  our  markets  at  that 
which  would  be  a  remunerating  price  for 
them,  because  they  would  be  only  supply- 
ing their  own  superabundant  production. 
But  he  did  not  believe  that  the  foreigner 
was  importing  at  a  loss.  He  recollected 
when  they  were  discussing  a  priori^  and 
not  with  the  light  of  subsequent  experi- 
ence, the  question  as  to  the  probable  price 
under  a  perfectly  free  trade  in  com,  that 
he  took  the  liberty,  upon  the  authority  of 
some  statements  he  had,  of  expressing  his 
belief  that,  within  three  years,  they  would 
see  an  importation  of  from  4,000,000 
quarters  to  5,000,000  quarters  of  wheat, 
at  a  price  varying  from  40^.  to  45#.  That 
prophecy  was,  he  contended,  a  strong 
prima  facie  evidence  that  the  present  low 
prices  did  not  depend  upon  temporary 
causes,  but  were  the  natural  result  of  the 
measures  then  proposed.  In  addition  to 
what  he  then  said,  he  would  further  say 
now,  that  he  did  not  think  the  price  could 
permanently  rise  in  this  country  above  40#. 
or  A6s,  a  quarter.  At  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  measure  for  repealing  the 
corn  laws,  there  wasn't  a  man  who  didn't 
scout  the  notion  that  the  eflVict  of  that 
measure  would  be  permanently  to  bring 
down  the  price  of  wheat  to  40«.  or  45f. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Grey)  went 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  immediately  the  com 
laws  should  be  repealed,  he  would  raise  his 
rents.  Now,  though  he  did  not  admit  that 
the  question  of  rental  was  imimportant^  he 
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did  not  say  that  the  primary  object  he  had 
in  view  was  the  maintenance  of  the  ex- 
isting amount  of  rent.  His  primary  object 
was  to  prevent,  owing  to  the  diminution 
of  price,  large  tracts  of  country  being 
diverted  from  the  cultivation  of  wheat, 
which  would  throw  large  masses  of  the 
population  hopelessly  out  of  employment. 
And  if  that  unfortunate  occurrence  should 
take  place  anywhere,  it  would  be  primarily 
in  those  districts  in  which,  on  the  faith  of 
a  long  series  of  legislation,  the  largest 
amount  of  capital  had  been  employed,  na- 
turally to  the  poorer  soils,  where,  by  the 
exertions  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Coke,  land, 
naturally  sterile,  had  been  brought  to  a 
state  of  high  improvement,  and  where, 
were  such  outlay  of  capital  to  be  discon- 
tinued, the  land  must  in  a  short  time  revert 
to  its  original  barrenness,  and  the  popula- 
tion which  had  been  led  to  establish  itself 
with  a  view  to  honest  industry  upon  those 
lands,  be  driven  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
or  led  to  earn  a  precarious  livelihood  at  the 
half-deserted  loom.  The  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Granville)  stated  that  the  agriculturists 
first  said  80^.  would  be  a  good  price,  then 
that  70^.  would  be  a  remunerative  price, 
and  now  that  56s.  would  answer  very  well. 
But  the  noble  Earl  omitted  to  state,  what 
he  knew  would  not  suit  his  argument,  that 
70«.  was  demanded  prior  to  the  alteration 
in  the  currency,  and  565.  afterwards;  so 
that,  though  there  was  nominally  a  differ- 
ence of  145.,  there  was  in  reality  little,  if 
any,  diminution.  The  noble  Earl  said, 
"  See  how  the  rental  has  increased — it  has 
increased  5,000,000?.  since  1815."  But 
that  was  not  the  rent  of  the  land,  but  the 
interest  of  the  capital  sunk  in  the  land; 
and  it  was  an  interest  which,  he  would 
venture  to  say,  if  offered  to  any  manufac- 
turing or  commercial  gentleman,  would  be 
scorned  by  them  as  an  utterly  insignificant 
remuneration  for  anything  like  the  amount 
of  capital  that  had  been  expended  by  the 
landed  proprietors.  His  noble  and  learned 
Friend  said,  that  nobody  would  give  4:d. 
for  what  he  could  get  for  2d,  He  (Lord 
Stanley)  believed  that  that  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  party  that  had  recently  sprung 
up  into  prominence ;  but  he  was  happy  to 
say  that  that  was  not  the  principle  acted 
upon  by  the  gentry  of  England,  and  that 
they  would,  when  they  could  get  labour 
for  6(1.,  give  Is.  for  it;  because,  though 
they  knew  the  supply  to  be  such  as  to  en- 
able them  to  obtain  volunteer  labour  at 
6d,  ft  day,  they  knew  that  a  man  could 
not  lire  upon  snch  a  pittance,  and  would 


not  descend  to  such  starvation  prices.  And 
yet  those  were  the  classes  of  persons  held 
up  to  obloquy,  and  were  told  that  they 
must  reduce  their  rents.  For  himself,  he 
believed  if  these  prices  continued,  that 
they  must  all  reduce  their  rents.  He 
needn't  reduce  his  in  Ireland,  certainly. 
It  was  his  full  intention  to  make  next 
year  to  his  property-tax  assessment  a 
return  of  nil;  for  he  assured  their  Lord- 
ships that  for  the  last  eighteen  months 
he  had  not  drawn  from  his  property  in 
Ireland  one  single  shilling  —  not  one 
single  shilling  had  he  had  remitted  him 
from  that  property,  although  he  had  for  a 
long  time  past  been  laying  out  about  one- 
third  of  the  yearly  rental  upon  the  property, 
and  there  was  not,  he  believed,  a  more 
contented  tenantry  in  Ireland.  He  had 
nevertheless  at  this  moment  upwards  of 
one-fourth  of  his  land  thrown  upon  his 
hands,  because,  owing  to  present  depressed 
prices,  he  could  not  find  a  tenant  to  occupy 
it.  This  was  far  from  being  an  extreme 
case,  and  this  was  land  so  good  that  he 
had  grown  upon  it  the  other  day  at  the 
rate  of  26  tons  of  turnips  to  the  statute 
acre.  Now,  he  asked  them,  was  it  unrea- 
sonable when  that  was  the  state  of  things — 
when  the  poor-rates  were  ranging  at  from 
6s,  up  to  I85.  and  195.  in  the  pound — was 
it  unreasonable,  when  estates  were  brought 
to  the  market  in  Ireland  in  such  profusion 
as  to  render  the  chance  of  purchasers  very 
inconsiderable — was  it  unreasonable,  while 
estates  could  be  shown  highly  improved 
which  could  not  find  tenants  to  occupy 
them,  in  consequence  of  the  grievous  bur- 
dens that  were  imposed  upon  them,  and  the 
unremunerative  price  for  their  produce — 
was  it  unreasonable  if  under  these  cir- 
cumstances— more  exaggerated  undoubt- 
edly at  present  in  Ireland  than  in  England, 
though  that  was  a  state  of  things  to  which, 
if  they  were  not  careful  in  their  legislation 
we  should  fast  approach  in  this  more  fa- 
voured island — was  it  unreasonable,  if  in 
this  state  of  things,  that  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves, on  behalf  of  their  tenants,  on  behalf 
of  that  large  population,  whom  if  they  could 
help  it  they  would  not  turn  out  of  doors  to 
starve,  but  with  whom  they  would  share 
the  price  and  the  produce,  of  the  soil — was 
it  unreasonable  if  on  their  behalf  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  expression  that  Her 
Majesty  had  observed  with  great  regret  the 
complaints  which  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom had  proceeded  from  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  ?  It  was  with  regret  that 
he  assented  to  the  Amendment  that  had 
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l>een  proposed  by  his  noble  Friend.  He 
eonld  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  language 
of  the  Queen *s  Speech,  and  must,  there- 
fore, give  his  cordial  support  to  the  mode- 
rate and  temperate  Amendment  moved  in 
the  moderate  and  temperate  address  of  his 
noble  Friend.  He  was  not  asking  their 
Lordships  to  retrace  their  steps.  He  re- 
tained his  own  opinion.  He  believed  a  sys- 
tem of  moderate  protective  duties  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  all  classes.  But  what 
his  noble  Friend  desired  their  Lordships 
to  observe  was,  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
united  kingdom  various  classes  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  connected  with  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil  were  labouring  under  severe 
distress,  mainly  owing,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  with  whom  he  acted,  to  recent  legis- 
lative enactments.  He  could  not  but  attri- 
bute a  large  proportion  of  the  distress  pre- 
vailing in  Ireland  to  that  cause  which  had 
been  mainly  operative  in  England.  It  was 
equally  indisputable  that  those  local  bur- 
dens which  had  been  carefully  investigated 
by  a  Committee  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
and  which  did  press  heavily  on  landed  and 
real  property,  and  that  to  the  extent  of  not 
less  than  12,000,000?.,  might  be  borne  by 
an  interest  favoured  for  national  purposes. 
But  whether  the  policy  of  the  recent  legis- 
lation were  right  or  wrong,  if  they  had 
caused  the  distress  of  that  class  by  taking 
from  it  the  peculiar  benefits  it  had  pre- 
viously enjoyed,  it  was  a  matter  of  gross 
and  flagrant  injustice  to  continue  on  that 
class  exclusively  the  burden  they  had  ex- 
clusively borne,  not  for  their  own  advan- 
tage, but  for  objects  which  involved  the 
common  interests  of  their  common  countr}'. 
He  and  his  friends  had  been  invited  to  say 
what  they  desired  to  have.  He  made  no  se- 
cret of  his  own  views.  He  believed  a  mo- 
derate protecting  duty  would  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  agriculture  and  to  the  revenue, 
while  it  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  con- 
sumer. He  did  not  ask  their  Lordships  to 
interrupt  the  progress  of  that  great  experi- 
ment which  he  feared  was  leading  inevitably 
to  the  most  serious  consequences.  He 
asked  their  Lordships,  and  he  asked  them 
with  confidence,  not  to  refuse  their  assent 
to  the  Amendment,  which  afSrmed  that 
there  were  two  causes  for  the  distress  of 
the  agricultural  interest — causes  with  which 
it  was  the  function  of  the  Government  to 
deal;  and  they  were  entitled  to  say  that  in 
one  shape  or  other  the  Government  was 
bound,  at  least,  to  take  some  steps  for  the 
*"*lief  of  that  distress. 

le  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  was 


understood  to  say,  that  after  the  manner 
in  which  these  questions  had  been  discus* 
sed,  and  after  the  unanswerable  objections 
stated  to  the  Amendment  by  his  noble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Woods  and 
Forests,  he  should  not  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  detain  their  Lordships;  but  after 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  jost 
sat  down,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  not 
only  to  touch  upon  some  questions  which 
had  been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  but  to  apply  himself  to  some  of 
those  topics  to  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
adverted,  but  which  were  not  connected 
with  the  immediate  subject  under  discus- 
sion. Noble  Lords,  he  regretted  to  obserre, 
conceived  themselves  under  the  necessity 
of  moving  Amendments;  but  while  he 
cheerfully  acknowledged  the  perfect  right 
of  noble  Lords  to  give  vent  to  their  opin- 
ions, and  to  embody  them  in  the  form  of 
an  Amendment,  he  derived  consolation 
from  the  reflection  that,  as  affecting  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  policy  they 
had  pursued,  there  was  out  of  the  various 
topics  touched  on  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
only  one  on  which  noble  Lords  opposite  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  substantive 
proposition.  The  noble  Lord  who  had 
spoken  last  began  by  stating,  that  he  saw 
with  something  like  surprise  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty had  been  advised  to  say  that  she  was 
at  peace  and  amity  with  other  nations.  That 
was  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  dwelt  on  the  Address  to 
the  Throne;  but,  with  reference  to  the 
omission  of  any  statement  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty had  received  friendly  assurances  from 
other  Powers,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
when  Parliament  met,  every  foreign  nation 
in  the  world  was  to  come  forward  and  ex- 
press what  were  their  feelings  towards  this 
country,  in  order  that  a  paragraph  to  that 
effect  might  be  inserted  in  the  Qaeen*a 
Speech  ?  But  he  (the  Marquess  of  Lans* 
downe)  took  upon  himself  to  affirm  that  the 
statement  thus  made  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  was  strictly  correct;  and,  above 
all,  he  begged  to  say  in  reply  to  something 
like  an  insinuation  or  question  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord  with  respect  to  Russia, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  not 
only  at  peace  but  at  amity  with  that  great 
country.  The  passage  in  which  reference 
was  made  to  the  question  that  had  arisen 
between  Turkey  and  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment was  alleged  to  be  inconsistent.  But 
where  was  the  inconsistency  ?  Did  the  noble 
Lord  suppose  that  there  was  any,  because 
the  good  ofiices  both  of  this  country  and 
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of  France  had  been  energetically  employed 
with  the  determination  to  assist  the  Porte 
in  the  position  in  which  that  Government 
was  placed,  and  to  do  that  which  the  noble 
Lord,  he  thought,  would  agree  with  him  in 
regarding  as  important  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  Europe — namely,  to  maintain  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  Porte  ?  The  effect 
of  that  interposition  was,  that  peace  had 
been  preserved,  that  the  dignity  of  the 
Porte  had  been  preserved,  that  the  peace 
of  Europe  was  not  likely  to  be  endangered, 
in  consequence  of  these  explanations  thus 
conducted  to  a  successful  issue;  and  no 
noble  Lord  would  venture  to  say  the  nego- 
tiations had  been  conducted  in  a  manner  to 
derogate  from  the  interests  or  reflect  dis- 
credit on  the  policy  of  the  country.  The 
noble  Lord  then  went  on  to  allude  to  tliat 
part  of  the  Speech  which  referred  to  the 
alteration  in  the  navigation  laws.  Now, 
without  entering  into  any  discussion  on  the 
necessity  for  the  change  which  was  made 
last  Session,  he  would  state  that  the  re- 
ciprocity, to  which  the  noble  Lord  attri- 
buted so  great  a  value,  had  been  attained 
in  the  short  space  of  half  a  year  to  a  far 
greater  degree  than  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
led  them  to  anticipate.  That  was  the  case 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
Sweden,  and  in  a  great  degree  with  Hol- 
land, though  the  negotiations  with  that 
country  had  not  yet  been  completed.  He 
would  now  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  Amendment  which  had  been  proposed 
for  adoption,  though,  even  after  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  was  somewhat  at  a 
loss  to  know  with  what  views  it  had  been 
brought  forward.  Of  course  deep  regret 
must  be  felt  at  the  distress  of  any  large 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  ;  but 
when  the  noble  Lord,  not  content  with  say- 
ing that  this  distress  was  felt  by  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land,  went  on  to  allege 
that  it  was  shared  by  the  agricultural  com- 
munity at  large,  he  would  meet  the  noble 
Lord  with  the  assertion  that  throughout 
England  the  condition  of  the  labourer  was 
better  than  it  had  been.  First  of  all  he 
would  refer  to  the  poor.  His  noble  Friend 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests  had  cited  a  return,  showing  that 
there  was  a  smaller  number  of  ablebodied 
paupers  on  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  than 
there  was  on  the  corresponding  day  in  1849. 
It  had  been  objected  that  this  return  only 
related  to  one  day;  but  if  any  other  day 
had  been  taken,  it  would  have  been  just 
the  same.    He  could  asserts  from  his  own 
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personal  knowledge,  that  in  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood the  number  of  poor  receiving  pa- 
rochial relief  had  very  much  diminished,  and 
in  parts  of  Sussex  also  it  had  been  greatly 
reduced.  Since  he  had  come  into  the 
House,  also,  he  had  been  informed,  that  in 
the  union  of  Henley,  where,  above  all 
others,  the  condition  of  the  labourer  was 
stated  to  be  so  bad,  the  number  of  able- 
bodied  paupers  was  diminished.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  relieved  in  that  union  was 
28,327  in  1848,  against  19,312  in  1849, 
showing  a  diminution  of  several  thousands. 
Nearly  300,000  less  had  been  spent  in 
1849  than  had  been  expended  in  1848  to 
maintain  the  poor.  But  was  this  the  only 
test  of  the  state  of  the  labouring  popula- 
tion ?  If  the  labourer  were  really  so  badly 
off,  would  not  his  condition  show  itself  in  a 
diminished  consumption  ?  Now,  it  was  a 
fact  that  almost  every  article  that  consti- 
tuted a  labourer's  luxury  had  been  con- 
sumed to  a  greater  extent  in  the  last  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  noble  Lord 
would  hardly  deny  that  tea  was  a  luxury 
to  the  labourer.  Last  year  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  tea  to  the 
amount  of  3,000,000  lbs. ;  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  coffee,  which  was  balanced  by 
an  increase  of  cocoa,  there  was  an  increase 
in  all  other  articles  of  general  consumption 
by  the  labourer.  He  would  venture  to  say 
that  not  only  was  consumption  increasing, 
but  would  increase.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site had  adverted  to  the  increase  of  com- 
merce, and  had  treated  that  circumstance 
with  something  like  contempt,  as  having  no 
sort  of  bearing  upon  the  landed  interest.  It 
was  the  glory  of  this  country  that  its  com- 
merce could  not  increase  without  ultimately 
benefiting  the  proprietors  of  land.  During 
the  last  year  the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
exports  had  been  not  less  than  10,000,000^. 
It  had  been  said  that  a  great  portion  of 
the  exports  had  been  sent  to  India;  but  a 
great  part  also  was  sent  to  the  United 
States ;  and  could  it  be  contended  that  the 
landed  proprietor  was  not  benefited  by  that 
portion  of  the  export  trade  ?  It  had  also 
been  urged  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
that  this  increased  amount  of  exports  had 
been  counteracted,  as  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  landed  proprietors,  by  the  immense 
importation  of  corn  which  had  taken  place. 
He  would  not  dispute  the  fact  that  the  im- 
portation of  corn  had  been  very  large;  but 
he  saw  no  reason  to  expect  that  this  im- 
portation would  be  likely  to  continue  upon 
so  large  a  scale.  From  information  which 
he  bad  recently  received^  be  beUeved  th^^ 
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there  was  every  probability  that  the  impor- 
tation had  reached  its  maximum,  and  was 
ftt  present  very  greatly  reduced.  In  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year  ending  Janu- 
ary 5f  1849,  the  quantity  of  corn  import- 
ed was  1,438,000  quarters;  while  in  the 
three  months  ending  January  5,  1850, 
the  amount  had  been  reduced  to  845,000 
quarters.  But  this  was  not  all;  he  had 
reoeived  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  corn 
imported  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  the 
month  of  January  of  the  present  year, 
which  amounted  to  336,890  quarters,  while 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  last 
year  the  quantity  imported  was  1,108,650 
quarters.  So  that  this  importation  of  for- 
eign com,  against  which  tbe  farmers  were 
told  it  would  be  in  vain  for  them  to  strug- 
gle, was  reduced  in  the  proportion  of  about 
one-fourth  of  its  former  amount.  Some 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  stato  of 
France,  but  there  could  not  be  a  more  in- 
structive picture  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Stanley)  had  drawn  of  pro- 
tected France  and  unprotected  England. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  a  great  part  of 
this  distress  in  France  was  owing  to  the 
parcelling  and  extreme  subdivision  of  the 
hind.  But  that  existed  long  before  these 
extensive  importations  had  taken  place. 
The  noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment referred  to  former  periods,  which  he 
described  as  times  of  happiness  to  the  la- 
bouring classes  of  the  community,  under  a 
state  of  protection  of  corn  laws  and  of  the 
sliding  scale,  of  which  he  avowed  himself 
to  be  still  tho  advocate.  One  of  the  years 
to  which  the  noble  Earl  referred  was  1833. 
He  would  quote  from  a  most  authentic 
document  the  state  of  England  and  the 
landed  interest  at  this  period,  when  pro- 
tected by  the  sliding  scale.  It  was  the  re- 
port of  a  Committee  which  was  composed 
of  the  greatest  authorities  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  After  referring  to  the  report 
of  a  former  Committee  of  1821,  the  Com- 
mittee expressed  a  hope  that  tbe  great 
body  of  the  occupiers  of  the  soil  in  this 
country  possessed  a  power  which  would 
enable  them  to  surmount  the  difficulties 
under  which  they  laboured ;  and  they  then 
go  on  to  say  that  they  were  bound  to  state 
that  a  great  many  of  tho  difficulties  re- 
mained unchanged — that  the  savings  of  a 
great  number  of  tho  occupiers  were  gone, 
their  credit  was  diminished,  and  their  re- 
sources generally  exhausted.  This  opin- 
ion, they  stated,  was  formed  not  upon  the 
loe  of  the  ratepayers,  but  of  many  of 
St  respectable  gentlemen,  as  well 


owners  of  land  as  occupiers,  suirejors, 
and  land  agents.  What  worse  description 
could  the  noble  Lord  give  of  tbe  state  of 
agriculture  and  the  owners  and  occupiera 
of  land  at  the  present  day  ?  Could  he  de- 
scribe them  in  more  simple  or  more  em* 
phatic  terms  than  '*  that  their  savings  were 
gone,  their  credit  had  failed,  and  that  their 
resources  were  exhausted  !  *'  And  this, 
too,  was  under  a  scheme  w^hich  he  thought 
so  good,  that  he  refused  to  take  an  8t, 
permanent  duty  in  lieu  thereof,  believing 
that  the  country  could  only  be  saved  by 
the  aid  of  that  defensive  system,  with 
this  panoply — this  fortification  of  a  alidiDff 
scale,  which  exhausted  the  resources,  tooK 
away  the  savings,  and  diminished  the  ca- 
pital of  tho  country.  The  condition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  had,  therefore, 
been  at  various  times  equally  as  bad  as 
it  is  at  present ;  and  therefore  it  was  that 
he  hoped  noble  Lords  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  addressing  public 
meetings  upon  this  subject  would  cease 
to  hold  delusivo  language  to  the  fanners, 
and  forbear  to  tell  them  that  their  resource 
was  only  in  those  protective  laws.  Tfaej 
deceived  the  farmers  when  they  held  ont 
such  delusivo  hopes  to  them,  instead  of 
teUing  them  fairly  that  they  were  not  the 
only  body  in  England  who  had  to  compete 
with  the  foreigner,  and  bidding  them  look 
to  the  woollen  and  silk  manufacturers,  who 
wore  successfully  compoting  with  the  for* 
eigner,  and  bidding  them  "  go  and  do  like- 
wise." Instead  of  adopting  this  coarse 
with  the  farmer,  they  deceived  him  by 
telling  him  to  go  to  Parliament,  and  that 
Parliament  would  relieve  him.  And  what, 
after  all,  was  the  relief  proposed  to  be  ob- 
tained from  Parliament  ?  Was  it  a  re- 
course to  a  system  of  fixed  duty  ?  If  a 
farmer  addressed  at  one  of  these  public 
meetings  was  told  that  by  going  to  Parlia- 
ment he  could  obtain  relief  and  security — 
if  he  had  the  intelligence  of  a  British  far- 
mer, and  would  come  and  look  over  the 
Amendment  of  tho  noble  Earl,  he  would 
ask,  what  is  the  relief  you  promised  us  ? 
You  have  nothing  here  but  mere  general 
statements.  What  do  you  propose  to  do  ? 
He  (tho  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  under- 
stood that  the  noblo  Duko  was  prepared, 
if  the  Amendment  was  carried,  to  follow  it 
up  by  some  other  resolutions  in  favour  of  a 
return  to  the  old  system  of  protection— 

The  Duke  of  PvICHMOND  :  I  am  pre- 
pared,  if  this  Amendment  is  carried,  to 
get  rid  of  the  present  Government ;  and  I 
have  every  hope  that  the  Members  of  a 
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new  House  of  Commons  will  give  their  pro- 
tection to  all  the  domestic  interests  of  this 
country. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNB 
thanked  his  nohle  Friend  for  stating  so 
explicitly  his  intentions.  It  was  now 
clear,  that  what  was  intended  was  to 
get  rid  of  the  present  Government,  and 
then  to  call  together  a  new  House  of 
Commons  to  re-enact  the  old  corn  laws. 
He  would  he  as  frank  with  the  noble 
Duke  as  he  had  been  with  him.  There 
was  a  time  when  he  considered  that  a 
fixed  duty  was  the  best  mode  of  meeting 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  a  great 
and  radical  change  in  the  system  of  the 
corn  laws.  That  proposition  was  made, 
and  by  the  noble  Lords  opposite  it  was 
resisted.  It  was  resisted  by  them  suc- 
cessfully, and  the  rejection  of  that  propo- 
sition placed  the  country  in  a  situation 
which  compelled  it  to  determine  between 
the  sliding  scale  and  no  corn  duty  at  all. 
Whether  the  farmer  was  now,  upon  re- 
flection, grateful  to  the  noble  Lords  op- 
posite for  having  saved  him  from  the  fixed 
duty,  he  did  not  know;  but,  at  all  events, 
the  farmer  was  so  saved  by  their  exer- 
tions, and  Parliament  having  once  de- 
cided between  the  tee-total  repeal  of  the 
com  laws  and  the  sliding  scale,  and  that 
having  been  decided  by  large  majorities, 
he  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  for  one 
— though  the  noble  Lord  might  be  ready 
for  the  conflict — ^was  not  prepared  to  en- 
gage in  that  conflict  of  interests  which 
would  ensue  if  that  proposition  were  now 
to  be  carried.  He  would  not  be  respon- 
sible for  it.  Noble  Lords  had  a  right  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  glad  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  take  it  with  the  explanation  so 
distinctly  stated  by  the  noble  Duke.  He 
did  not  entertain  that  low  opinion  of  the 
English  farmer  which  some  of  those  who 
professed  to  call  themselves  his  friends 
appeared  to  entertain,  that  he  alone  who 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
land,  was  unable  to  compete  with  the 
manufacturers  of  other  countries.  He 
was  not  speaking  lightly  when  he  said 
that,  although  the  farmers  might  be  ra- 
ther slower  than  the  manufacturers  in  em- 
bracing improved  methods,  and  in  making 
new  exertions,  still  they  did  not  want  the 
energy  which  was  indispensable  to  suc- 
cess. Their  Lordships  would  recollect, 
that  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  all  protection  had  been  substantially 
done  away  with.     Take  the  case  of  silk, 


for  instance.  Since  the  amount  of  pro- 
tection was  diminished,  the  exportation 
had  been  steadily  increasing.  During 
the  last  year,  the  quantity  of  silk  exports 
ed  had  increased  from  605,963  pounds  to 
1,231,835  pounds,  while  the  increase  in  the 
declared  value  had  been  from  466,0002, 
to  805,000?.,  or  nearly  double  in  amount. 
And  a  great  quantity  of  this  silk  was  ex- 
ported to  the  countries  from  whence  the 
raw  material  was  imported  into  this  coun- 
try. Was  not  this  a  proof  of  the  inju- 
riousness  of  the  protective  duties  ?  Again, 
in  the  article  of  copper,  the  same  results 
had  been  obtained  from  a  reduction  of  the 
duty.  The  poor-rates  of  the  county  of 
Cornwall  had  not  been  so  low  for  some 
years  as  they  were  at  present,  owing  to 
the  great  increase  of  employment  given  to 
the  people  in  connexion  with  the  manufac* 
ture  of  copper.  With  respect  to  the  pub- 
lic meetings  to  which  he  had  referred,  he 
had  seen  and  heard  enough  of  them  to 
know  that  those  who  addressed  them  did 
so  not  with  a  view  of  discussing  great 
questions  of  principle,  but  of  inflaming  the 
minds  and  exciting  the  passions  of  one 
part  of  the  country  against  the  other.  He 
(the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  back  on  their  past  policy;  he 
was  not  prepared  to  hold  out  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  a  delusion.  He  objected  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  which  was 
calculated,  if  carried,  to  give  rise  to  geui* 
eral  uncertainty  and  confusion.  The  way 
to  test  the  question  was  to  appeal  to  the 
energies  that  distinguish  the  British  cha- 
racter, and  which  were  not  confined  to 
one  class  alone,  but  extended  to  every 
class — energies  which  at  the  present  mo- 
ment were  exhibiting  themselves  notwith- 
standing the  change  in  the  navigation 
laws,  for  in  spite  of  the  predictions  in  that 
House,  and  the  declarations  of  persons 
interested,  or  supposed  to  be  interested, 
in  that  subject,  there  was  scarcely  a  port 
in  England  at  that  moment  in  which  ship- 
building was  carried  on,  in  which  there 
were  not  more  ships  building  than  at  any 
former  time;  and  at  that  port  which  was 
the  emporium  of  the  trade,  the  port  of 
Sunderland,  there  was  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  shipping  laid  down.  Not  only 
were  vessels  laid  down  there  of  a  general 
description,  but  also  of  that  particular 
description,  from  their  size,  build,  and 
tonnage,  that  were  destined  for  foreign 
voyages,  though  the  foreign  voyage  was 
the  general  question  on  which  noble  Lords 
dwelt  during  the  discussion  of  the  mee^ 
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there  was  erery  probability  that  the  impor* 
tation  had  reached  its  maximum,  and  was 
at  present  very  greatly  reduced.  In  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year  ending  Janu- 
ary 5t  1849,  the  quantity  of  corn  import- 
ed was  1,438,000  quarters;  while  in  the 
three  months  ending  January  5,  1850, 
the  amount  had  been  reduced  to  845,000 
quarters.  But  this  was  not  all ;  he  had 
reoeired  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  com 
imported  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  the 
month  of  January  of  the  present  year, 
which  amounted  to  336,890  quarters,  while 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  last 
year  the  quantity  imported  was  1,108,650 
quarters.  So  that  this  importation  of  for- 
eign com,  against  which  the  farmers  were 
told  it  would  be  in  vain  for  them  to  strug- 
gle, was  reduced  in  the  proportion  of  about 
one-fourth  of  its  former  amount.  Some 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  state  of 
France,  but  there  could  not  be  a  more  in- 
structive picture  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Stanley)  had  drawn  of  pro- 
tected France  and  unprotected  England. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  a  great  part  of 
this  distress  in  France  was  owing  to  the 
parcelling  and  extreme  subdivision  of  the 
land.  But  that  existed  long  before  these 
extensive  importations  had  taken  place. 
The  noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment referred  to  former  periods,  which  he 
described  as  times  of  happiness  to  the  la- 
bouring classes  of  the  community,  under  a 
state  of  protection  of  corn  laws  and  of  the 
sliding  scale,  of  which  he  avowed  himself 
to  be  still  the  advocate.  One  of  the  years 
to  which  the  noble  Earl  referred  was  1833. 
He  would  quote  from  a  most  authentic 
document  the  state  of  England  and  the 
landed  interest  at  this  period,  when  pro- 
tected by  the  sliding  scale.  It  was  the  re- 
port of  a  Committee  which  was  composed 
of  the  greatest  authorities  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  After  referring  to  the  report 
of  a  former  Committee  of  1821,  the  Com- 
mittee expressed  a  hope  that  the  great 
body  of  the  occupiers  of  the  soil  in  this 
country  possessed  a  power  which  would 
enable  them  to  surmount  the  difficulties 
under  which  they  laboured ;  and  they  then 
go  on  to  say  that  they  were  bound  to  state 
that  a  great  many  of  the  difficulties  re- 
mained unchanged — that  the  savings  of  a 
great  number  of  the  occupiers  were  gone, 
th*  credit  was  diminished,  and  their  rc- 
■*  ces  generaUy  exhausted.  This  opin- 
they  stated,  was  formed  not  upon  the 
n  e  of  the  ratepayers,  but  of  many  of 

respectable  gentlemen,  as  well 


owners  of  land  as  occupiers,  survejors, 
and  land  agents.  What  worse  description 
could  the  noble  Lord  give  of  the  state  of 
agriculture  and  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  at  the  present  day  ?  Could  he  de- 
scribe them  in  more  simple  or  more  em* 
phatic  terms  than  *'  that  their  savings  were 
gone,  their  credit  had  failed,  and  that  their 
resources  were  exhausted !  "  And  this, 
too,  was  under  a  scheme  which  he  thought 
so  good,  that  he  refused  to  take  an  8«. 
permanent  duty  in  lieu  thereof,  believing 
that  the  country  could  only  be  saved  bj 
the  aid  of  that  defensive  system,  with 
this  panoply — this  fortification  of  a  sliding 
scale,  which  exhausted  the  resources,  tooK 
away  the  savings,  and  diminished  the  ca- 
pital of  the  country.  The  condition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  had,  therefore, 
been  at  various  times  equally  as  bad  as 
it  is  at  present ;  and  therefore  it  was  that 
he  hoped  noble  Lords  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  addressing  pablie 
meetings  upon  this  subject  would  cease 
to  hold  delusive  language  to  the  farmers, 
and  forbear  to  tell  them  that  their  resource 
was  only  in  those  protective  laws.  Tbej 
deceived  the  farmers  when  they  held  out 
such  delusive  hopes  to  them,  instead  of 
telling  them  fairly  that  they  were  not  the 
only  body  in  England  who  had  to  compete 
with  the  foreigner,  and  bidding  them  look 
to  the  woollen  and  silk  manufacturers,  who 
were  successfully  competing  with  tho  for^* 
eigner,  and  bidding  them  "  go  and  do  like- 
wise." Instead  of  adopting  this  course 
with  the  farmer,  they  deceived  him  bj 
telling  him  to  go  to  Parliament,  and  that 
Parliament  would  relieve  him.  And  what, 
after  all,  was  the  relief  proposed  to  be  ob- 
tained from  Parliament  ?  Was  it  a  re- 
course to  a  system  of  fixed  duty  ?  If  a 
farmer  addressed  at  one  of  these  public 
meetings  was  told  that  by  going  to  Parlia- 
ment he  could  obtain  relief  and  security — 
if  he  had  the  intelligence  of  a  British  far- 
mer, and  would  come  and  look  over  the 
Amendment  of  tho  noble  Earl,  he  would 
ask,  what  is  tho  relief  you  promised  us  ? 
You  have  nothing  here  but  mere  general 
statements.  What  do  you  propose  to  do  ? 
He  (tho  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  under- 
stood that  the  noble  Duke  was  prepared, 
if  the  Amendment  was  carried,  to  follow  it 
up  by  some  other  resolutions  in  favour  of  a 
return  to  the  old  svstem  of  protection — 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  :  I  am  pre- 
pared,  if  this  Amendment  is  carried,  to 
get  rid  of  the  present  Government ;  and  I 
have  every  hope  that  the  Members  of  a 
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new  House  of  Commons  will  give  their  pro- 
tection to  all  the  domestic  interests  of  this 
country. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNB 
thanked  his  nohle  Friend  for  stating  so 
explicitly  his  intentions.  It  was  now 
clear,  that  what  was  intended  was  to 
get  rid  of  the  present  Government,  and 
then  to  call  together  a  new  House  of 
Commons  to  re-enact  the  old  corn  laws. 
He  would  he  as  frank  with  the  nohle 
Duke  as  he  had  heen  with  him.  There 
was  a  time  when  he  considered  that  a 
fixed  duty  was  the  host  mode  of  meeting 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  a  great 
and  radical  change  in  the  system  of  the 
corn  laws.  That  proposition  was  made, 
and  hy  the  nohle  Lords  opposite  it  was 
resisted.  It  was  resisted  hy  them  suc- 
cessfully, and  the  rejection  of  that  propo- 
sition placed  the  country  in  a  situation 
which  compelled  it  to  determine  hetween 
the  sliding  scale  and  no  corn  duty  at  all. 
Whether  the  farmer  was  now,  upon  re- 
flection, grateful  to  the  noble  Lords  op- 
posite for  having  saved  him  from  the  fixed 
duty,  he  did  not  know;  but,  at  all  events, 
the  farmer  was  so  saved  by  their  exer- 
tions, and  Parliament  having  once  de- 
cided hetween  the  tee-total  repeal  of  the 
corn  laws  and  the  sliding  scale,  and  that 
having  heen  decided  by  large  majorities, 
he  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  for  one 
— though  the  noble  Lord  might  be  ready 
for  the  conflict — was  not  prepared  to  en- 
gage in  that  conflict  of  interests  which 
would  ensue  if  that  proposition  were  now 
to  be  carried.  He  would  not  be  respon- 
sible for  it.  Noble  Lords  had  a  right  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  glad  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  take  it  with  the  explanation  so 
distinctly  stated  by  the  noble  Duke.  He 
did  not  entertain  that  low  opinion  of  the 
English  farmer  which  some  of  those  who 
professed  to  call  themselves  his  friends 
appeared  to  entertain,  that  he  alone  who 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
land,  was  unable  to  compete  with  the 
manufacturers  of  other  countries.  He 
was  not  speaking  lightly  when  he  said 
that,  although  the  farmers  might  be  ra- 
ther slower  than  the  manufacturers  in  em- 
bracing improved  methods,  and  in  making 
new  exertions,  still  they  did  not  want  the 
energy  which  was  indispensable  to  suc- 
cess. Their  Lordships  would  recollect, 
that  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  all  protection  had  been  substantially 
done  away  with.     Take  the  case  of  silk, 


for  instance.  Since  the  amount  of  pro- 
tection was  diminished,  the  exportation 
had  been  steadily  increasing.  During 
the  last  year,  the  quantity  of  silk  export- 
ed had  increased  from  605,963  pounds  to 
1,231,835  pounds,  while  the  increase  in  the 
declared  value  had  been  from  466,000^. 
to  805,000?.,  or  nearly  double  in  amount. 
And  a  great  quantity  of  this  silk  was  ex- 
ported to  the  countries  from  whence  the 
raw  material  was  imported  into  this  coun- 
try. Was  not  this  a  proof  of  the  inju- 
riousness  of  the  protective  duties  ?  Again, 
in  the  article  of  copper,  the  same  results 
had  been  obtained  from  a  reduction  of  the 
duty.  The  poor-rates  of  the  county  of 
Cornwall  had  not  been  so  low  for  some 
years  as  they  were  at  present,  owing  to 
the  great  increase  of  employment  given  to 
the  people  in  connexion  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  copper.  With  respect  to  the  pub- 
lic meetings  to  which  he  had  referred,  ho 
had  seen  and  heard  enough  of  them  to 
know  that  those  who  addressed  them  did 
so  not  with  a  view  of  discussing  great 
questions  of  principle,  but  of  inflaming  the 
minds  and  exciting  the  passions  of  one 
part  of  the  country  against  the  other.  He 
(the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  back  on  their  past  policy;  he 
was  not  prepared  to  hold  out  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  a  delusion.  He  objected  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  which  was 
calculated,  if  carried,  to  give  rise  to  gen- 
eral uncertainty  and  confusion.  The  way 
to  test  the  question  was  to  appeal  to  the 
energies  that  distinguish  the  British  cha- 
racter, and  which  were  not  confined  to 
one  class  alone,  but  extended  to  every 
class — energies  which  at  the  present  mo- 
ment were  exhibiting  themselves  notwith- 
standing the  change  in  the  navigation 
laws,  for  in  spite  of  the  predictions  in  that 
House,  and  the  declarations  of  persons 
interested,  or  supposed  to  be  interested, 
in  that  subject,  there  was  scarcely  a  port 
in  England  at  that  moment  in  which  ship- 
building was  carried  on,  in  which  there 
were  not  more  ships  building  than  at  any 
former  time;  and  at  that  port  which  was 
the  emporium  of  the  trade,  the  port  of 
Sunderland,  there  was  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  shipping  laid  down.  Not  only 
were  vessels  laid  down  there  of  a  general 
description,  but  also  of  that  particular 
description,  from  their  size,  build,  and 
tonnage,  that  were  destined  for  foreign 
voyages,  though  the  foreign  voyage  was 
the  general  question  on  which  noble  Lords 
dwelt  during  the  discussion  of  the  mea^ 
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fiure,  and  declared  that  tliat  was  a  descrip- 
tion of  competition  in  which  they  would 
utterly  fail.  With  such  an  example  of 
what  energy  could  do  before  him,  he  could 
not  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
Earl  ;  and  -he  trusted  that  spirit  and 
energy  would  redound,  not  only  to  the 
honour,  but  likewise  to  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  Duke  of  BEAUFORT  said,  that  a 
doubt  having  been  expressed  as  to  their 
being  distress  amongst  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers, he  could  only  state,  in  spite  of  the 
figures  referred  to  by  the  noble  Marquess, 
that  such  distress  did  exist.  When  he  saw 
repeatedly  at  the  sessions  and  other  meet- 
ings bodies  of  labourers  coming  and  beg- 
ging for  work  and  wages,  and  stating  that 
they  could  not  get  one  or  the  other,  he  could 
not  but  believe  there  was  considerable  dis- 
tress. With  regard  to  the  statement  made 
as  to  the  decrease  in  pauperism,  there  was 
no  doubt  of  what  his  noble  Friend  (the 
Duke  of  Richmond)  stated,  as  to  the  prac- 
tice resorted  to  of  giving  labourers  3^.  or 
4:S,  for  working  two  or  three  days,  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  workhouse. 

Earl  GREY  wished  to  say  a  single 
word  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  by 
a  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Stanley). 
The  noble  Lord  had  said  that  he  (Earl 
Grey)  made  use  of  a  certain  observation  on 
the  debate  of  the  corn  laws;  but  the  noble 
Lord  had  quoted  inaccurately  what  he  did 
say.  The  noble  Lord  represented  him  to 
say  that  after  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws 
he  would  increase  his  rent;  but  he  never  did 
say  any  such  thing :  what  he  did  say  was, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws  would  in- 
crease the  value  of  his  property.  Noble 
Lords  generally  could  not  attempt  to  deny 
the  improved  state  of  the  country,  and  its 
advance,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
last  three  years,  in  the  career  of  prosperity; 
and  no  one  could  entertain  any  doubt  what' 
ever  that  at  no  distant  time  the  land,  like 
other  interests,  would  share  in  those  bene- 
fits. As  the  noble  Lord  had  referred  to 
his  (Earl  Grey's)  private  affairs,  he  would 
only  say  that  nothing  had  occurred  within 
his  own  personal  experience  in  the  slight- 
est degree  inconsistent  with  the  public  ex- 
perience, or  the  expectations  that  were  en- 
tertained. 

On  Question,  whether  the  said  words 
should  be  there  inserted  ? 

House  divided: — Contents,  Present,  69; 
Proxies,  34:  Total,  103.  Not-Contents, 
Present,  86;  Proxies,  66:  Total,  152:— 
Majority  49, 
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Then  the  onginal  Motion  was  agreed  to; 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the 
Address.  Then  the  Committee  withdrew; 
after  some  time,  report  was  made  of  an 
Address  drawn  by  them,  which  being  read, 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  white  staves. 

House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  January  31,  1850. 

MiNUTKS.]  Nkw  Writs. — For  Kidderminiter  v.  Ridiard 
Godson,  Esq.,  deceased. — Surrey  (Western  Divisian),  «. 
William  Joseph  Denison,  Esq.,  deceased. — Cork  v.  Daniel 
Callaghan,  lisq.,  deceased. — New  Shoreham  v.  Charles 
Goring,  Esq.,  deceased. 

New  Mkmbbbs  Sworn. — For  Boston,  Honourable  Dudley 
Anderson  Pelham.— For  Surrey  (Western  Division), 
William  John  Evelyn,  Esq. — For  Reading,  John  Frede* 
rick  Stanford,  Elsq.— For  Kidderminster,  John  Best,  Esq. 
—For  New  Shoreham,  Lord  Alexander  Francis  Charles 
Gordon  Lennox. — For  Cork,  Colonel  James  Charles 
Chatterton. 

Public  Bills. — Outlawries  BilL 

The  House  met  at  Two  o'clock. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners;— The  House  went; — and  being  re- 
turned, 

Mu.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  had  issused  warrants  for  New  Writs 
for  several  places.    {See  Minutes,) 

OPERATIONS  IN  THE  PUNJAB. 

Mr.  speaker  acquainted  the  House, 
that  he  had  received  from  Major  General 
Thackwell  the  following  letter  in  return  to 
the  Thanks  of  this  House,  communicated 
to  him  in  obedience  to  their  commands  of 
the  24th  day  of  April  last : — 

"  Meerut,  27th  Sept.  1849. 

"  Sir — I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
the  Most  Noble  the  Governor  General  of  India,  a 
printed  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
the  24th  of  April,  1849,  conveying  the  Thanks  of 
the  House  for  the  Victories  in  the  Punjab  ;  and, 
as  a  Major  General  therein  named,  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  oflfer  my  best  acknowledgments  to  the 
Most  Noble  the  Governor  General  for  the  same, 
and  I  now  have  the  honour  of  expressing  to  the 
House  of  Commons  my  grateful  thanks  for  such  a 
distinguished  mark  of  their  approbation. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  himible 
servant,  *'  Jos.  Thackwell, 

"  Major  General,  late  Conmiandinff  the 
Cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Punjab. 
'*  The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Commons,  London.' 
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Mr.  speaker  having  read  a  copy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Speech, 

Mr.  C.  p.  VILLIERS  :  I  rise,  Sir,  to 
moye  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
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ixer  Majesty  in  reply  to  the  gracious 
Speech  which  has  been  just  read  to  this 
Qouse.  In  doing  so,  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  I  am  fully  impressed  with  my 
own  incompetency  duly  to  discharge  this 
task;  and  I  am  sure  that  no  person  that 
has  preceded  me  in  this  position  has  ever 
felt  more  in  need  of  the  forbearance  of  the 
House.  Indeed,  Sir,  but  for  the  circum- 
stance that  there  appears  upon  all  sides  a 
disposition  to  refer  the  present  condition  of 
the  country  to  those  recent  changes  in  our 
commercial  policy  which  have  undergone 
such  frequent  discussion  in  this  House, 
and  in  which  I  have  borne  my  humble 
share,  I  should  have  deemed  myself  the 
least  appropriate  person  to  have  been  se- 
lected for  this  purpose.  However,  Sir,  I 
do  most  certainly  agree  in  the  view  which 
I  know  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
take  of  the  condition  of  the  people;  and, 
having  the  most  implicit  reliance  that  my 
noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  compromise — ^that  he  will 
not  in  any  way  surrender,  but  that  he  will 
maintain  entire — those  measures  which  he 
conceives  to  be  connected  with  the  hap- 
piness and  well-being  of  the  people,  I  have 
no  scruple,  in  other  respects,  to  ask  the 
House  to  respond  to  the  Speech  which  has 
just  been  read.  And,  first.  Sir,  I  will 
advert  to  those  topics  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  which  I  am  sure  will  unite  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House.  It  has  been  com- 
municated to  this  House  the  deep  affliction 
which  Her  Majesty  has  experienced  from 
the  death  of  Her  illustrious  relative  the 
late  Queen  Dowager;  and  I  think  I  should 
only  be  correctly  representing  the  opinion 
of  the  country  if  I  were  to  say,  with  regard 
to  her  late  Majesty,  that  her  blameless 
life,  her  unostentatious  character,  and  her 
numerous  charities,  as  well  as  the  exem- 
plary manner  in  which  she  filled  the  duties 
of  her  exalted  station,  have  secured  for 
her  memory  a  feeling  of  deep  respect 
among  the  people  at  large;  and  the  House, 
will,  1  am  sure,  not  hesitate  to  concur  in  the 
expression  of  cordial  condolence  and  sym- 
thy  with  Her  Majesty  for  the  bereave- 
Tient  she  has  endured.     It  is  stated  in  Her 

jesty's  Speech,  and  the  statement   is 

which  this  House  always  receives  with 

fjpreatest  satisfaction,  that  **  Her  Ma- 

happily  continues  in  peace  and  amity 

•eign  Powers.**     It  is  further  an- 

that  Her   Majesty  hns,   in  con- 

,  with  France,  and  by  means  of  a 

ihediation,    prevented    hostilities 

:-  oecurring    between   the    Govern- 


ments of  Austria  and  Russia  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Sublime  Porte  on  the  other." 
The  causes  of  this  apprehended  rupture 
are  indicated  in  the  Royal  Speech,  arising, 
I  as  it  seems,  from  certain  persons,  sub- 
jects of  Russia  and  Austria,  having  sought 
refuge  and  protection  in  the  territories  of 
the  Sultan,  and  a  claim  having  been  made 
by  the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  of  Austria, 
based  on  treaties  of  ancient  date,  that 
those  persons  should  be  surrendered,  iu 
order  that  they  might  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  offence  with  which  they  were 
charged.  Sir,  a  doubt  having  arisen  upon 
the  part  of  the  Sultan  as  to  the  eorrect- 
ncss  of  the  construction  of  those  treaties 
upon  which  this  claim  was  made,  the  Sultan 
referred  to  the  Governments  of  England 
and  France  to  aid  him  in  the  solution  of 
his  doubts.  I  believe  it  is  a  matter  now 
known,  that  the  Governments  of  France  and 
England  adopted  the  construction  put  upon 
the  treaties  by  the  Sultan,  that  constrne- 
tion  being  unfavourable  to  the  surrender  of 
those  persons ;  and  which  construction 
having  been  allowed  to  be  just,  the  final 
arrangements  with  regard  to  the  persons 
who  had  sought  refuge  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Sultan  were  in  accordance 
with  the  propositions  that  had  emanated 
from  the  Sultan.  The  result,  therefore,  of 
Her  Majesty's  mediation,  in  conjunction 
with  France,  has  been  to  prevent  hostilities 
occurring  between  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ments and  the  Sultan,  involving,  per- 
haps, the  peace  of  Eu^-ope;  and  that 
friendly  relations  have  been,  or  are  ahont 
to  be,  resumed  between  those  Governments 
and  the  Porte.  Sir,  I  believe  there  never 
was  a  time  when  the  inteiference  of  this 
country  with  the  affairs  of  foreign  coun- 
tries in  which  we  are  not  directly  con- 
cerned, was  regarded  with  more  objection 
than  at  present;  but  I  think  that  with 
regard  to  such  intervention  a  great  dis- 
tinction must  be  taken  with  regard  to 
its  character,  for  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference between  an  interference  which 
has  for  its  purpose  to  dictate  to  a  people 
the  form  of  government  under  which  thej 
shall  live,  or  to  contribute  force  to  a  Go- 
vernment to  resist  its  people,  which  it 
would  be  otherwise  unable  to  do,  and  that 
kind  of  intervention  which  assumes  the 
form  of  friendly  mediation,  which  has  in 
view  the  cause  of  peace  and  humanity  and 
the  prevention  of  hostilities,  the  issue  of 
which  miglit  be  dangerous  to  ourselves. 
I  conceive,  in  this  latter  case,  that  inter- 
ference is  not  only  justifiable,  but  politic; 
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and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  be&t  conse- 
quences  of  the  position  wo  now  hold  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  that,  when  we  do 
intervene  in  the  cause  of  peace  and  huma- 
nity, we  can  do  so  with  effect.  I  refer  to 
the  position  we  now  hold  in  the  opinion  of 
the  world,  because  it  is  with  satisfaction 
that  I  consider  this  country  has  seldom 
been  looked  upon  with  more  trust  and  re- 
spect than  it  is  at  present  ;  and  which  I 
am  disposed  to  explain  by  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  this  country  being 
better  understood  by  the  world.  I  believe 
other  countries  are  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  people  of  this  country  have  no  other 
object  but  to  maintain  peace  with  the 
whole  world:  that  they  have  neither  a 
wish  to  aggrandise  themselves,  or  to  take 
political  advantage  at  the  expense  of  any 
other  country ;  whilst,  as  regards  power, 
that  they  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
vast  results  of  their  own  peaceful  pursuits. 
And  though  doubtless  we  must  always 
sympathise  with  those  people  who,  follow- 
ing  in  our  footsteps,  are  struggling  to 
obtain  their  liberties,  yet  I  believe  there 
is  no  way  in  which  we  can  aid  those  people 
BO  well,  or  infiuence  other  Governments  so 
much,  as  by  pointing  to  our  own  example, 
which  shows  that  the  greatest  amount  of 
liberty  enjoyed  by  any  people  upon  the 
earth  is  consistent  with  peace,  with  order, 
and  the  acquisition  of  vast  wealth;  show- 
ing to  the  people  what  is  to  be  gained 
by  firmness  and  moderation  ;  and  to  Go- 
vernments what  is  to  be  averted  by  timely 
concession  to  the  people.  Her  Majesty  has 
announced  in  Her  Speech  that  She  has  been 
engaged  in  communication  with  different 
Powers  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments consequent  upon  those  changes  which 
we  effected  last  year  in  the  laws  for  regu- 
lating our  navigation  ;  it  has  been  also  an- 
nounced that  Her  Majesty  is  negotiating  at 
this  moment  with  other  States,  who  have 
intimated  their  readiness  to  reciprocate  the 
advantages  which,  by  those  changes,  have 
been  extended  to  them;  and  it  has  been 
further  announced  that  already  the  United 
States  and  Sweden  have  reciprocated  to 
us  every  advantage  which  we  have  offered 
to  them  by  the  recent  abolition  of  our  navi- 
gation laws.  It  is  rather  early,  perhaps, 
to  express  any  opinion  of  what  will  be  the 
general  result  of  the  change  which  has  been 
adopted  in  this  part  of  our  commercial 
system;  but  there  is  at  present  every  pros- 
pect, 80  far  as  one  can  see,  of  all  similar 
restrictions  to  the  intercourse  of  nations, 
originating  as  they  did,  at  a  time  far 


less  enlightened  than  the  present,  and 
continued  far  too  long,  for  the  con- 
venience  of  the  world  as  it  is,  being 
swept  away.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe 
that  all  the  apprehensions  which  were 
expressed  upon  the  part  of  those  who  re- 
sisted that  change  here,  appear  to  have 
been  unfounded.  It  has  been  seldom  we 
have  seen  so  much  sentiment  and  feeling 
mixed  up  with  private  and  pecuniary  in- 
terest as  was  evinced  upon  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  our  navigation  laws;  and  I 
think  it  has  been  rarely  that  the  mischiefs 
and  evils  of  an  old  system,  and  the  advan- 
tages of  a  change,  have  been  so  quickly 
and  clearly  brought  into  view.  There  is 
every  prospect  ot  the  predictions  that  were 
made  by  the  advocates  of  the  navigation 
laws,  and  their  alarms  also,  proving  un- 
founded; and  there  is  every  promise  of 
what  was  prophesied  and  expected,  as  to 
the  advantages  of  the  change,  being  re- 
alised. Perhaps  the  interest  that  was  most 
affected  by  the  change,  has  not  been  for 
some  years  in  such  a  state  of  activity  as  it 
is  at  this  moment.  There  is  general  ac- 
tivity in  the  dockyards  of  this  country. 
Whether  in  the  Tyne  or  the  Thames,  the 
Wear  or  the  Clyde,  the  same  account  is 
given  that  the  business  of  shipbuilding 
never  presented  a  more  cheering  prospect. 
I  should  also  mention  that  some  of  the  per- 
sons who  were  most  prominent  in  predict- 
ing evil  consequences  from  the  change, 
are  amongst  the  most  busy  now,  thus  show- 
ing little  faith  in  the  statements  they  made 
themselves,  and  justifying  us  in  the  dis- 
credit we  cast  upon  them.  It  is  further  dis- 
closed, what  was  perhaps  not  known  before, 
that  we  have  advantages  in  building  ships 
that  are  possessed  by  hardly  any  other 
country;  and  so  far  from  tliat  interest 
being  likely  to  suffer  by  the  alteration,  we 
find  they  can  not  only  build  ships  at  home 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  built  in  other 
countries,  but,  what  is  still  more  satisfac- 
tory, we  find  that  other  countries  can  build 
their  ships  cheaper  here  than  they  can  in 
their  own  yards.  It  does  appear  also  that, 
whatever  advantage  we  supposed  was  pos- 
sessed by  other  countries  over  us,  resulted 
from  the  system  which  existed  in  this 
country;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
change,  we  have  adopted  that  system  with 
respect  to  the  structure  of  our  vessels  and 
to  secure  better  character  morally,  and 
with  regard  to  knowledge  of  their  busi- 
ness, among  our  masters  and  mates,  that 
is  likely  to  qualify  us  to  maintain  com- 
petition with  the '  ships   of  any  country 
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•ue  world.  I  do  not  intend  to  weary 
the  House  with  many  deUils  on  this  mat- 
ter»  but  I  cannot  help  reading  one  letter 
that  I  haye  received  from  Liverpool  on  this 
subject,  and  the  character  of  the  writer 
may  be  deemed  of  sufficient  authority.  The 
writer  said — 

"  As  regards  shipping,  there  is  a  much  better 
feeling  since  it  was  ascertained  that  the  naviga- 
tion Uws  were  iiretrieTably  doomed;  builders 
are  well  employed,  new  contracts  are  making 
freely,  both  at  home  and  in  the  colonicd,  and 
first-class  British-built  ships  are  readily  taken  up 
as  they  arrive.  In  fact,  the  supply  of  1 2-year  ships 
&U  short  of  the  demand,  and  advanced  rates  have 
been  paid  in  some  cases  for  homeward  freight. 
There  are  now  building  on  the  stocks  2,8o0  tons, 
against  2,220  in  1849.  Some  British  ships  liave 
been  taken  up  in  the  Mediterranean  and  else- 
where, and  loaded  for  the  States,  and  a  few  fo- 
reigners to  load  for  England — the  first  fruits  of 
reciprocity.  I  enclose  some  of  the  shipping  circu- 
lars, particularly  pointing  attention  to  that  of 
Thom,  Currie,  and  Co.,  from  the  importance  of 
that  firm." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  then  read  a  passage 
from  this  circular,  to  the  effect  that 

—  **  the  prospect  of  the  sweeping  measure  for 
the  repeal  of  the  navigation  laws  was  accompa- 
nied with  doubts  and  anxieties  that  had  had  the 
efltet  of  checking  the  operations  even  of  the  most 
enterprising;  but  so  soon  as  it  was  decided  that 
the  old  laws  were  doomed,  increased  energy 
evinced  itself; '  the  native  hue  of  resolution,'  which 
had  been  'sick  lied  o'er  with  the  pale  cast  of  thought,' 
again  appeared,  and  in  the  assurance  that  the  po- 
sition of  the  shipowner  would  not  be  further  com- 
promised, buyers  and  builders  resolved  at  once  to 
be  up  and  doing." 

I  have  also  got  a  return  from  the  port  of 
Sunderland,  and  I  find  that  of  the  vessels 
building  in  the  port  of  Sunderland  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1847,  the  amount  of 
tonnage  was  22,140,  and  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1849,  the  navigation  laws  hav- 
ing then  been  doomed  for  six  months  be- 
fore, it  was  29,210.  Of  ships  sold,  there 
were  16  in  December,  1847,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1849,  24.  The  number  built  in 
December,  1848,  when  there  seemed  some 
doubt  as  to  the  navip^ation  laws  being  abo- 
lished, was  142,  of  37,878  tons,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1849,  155  of  44,333.  I  might  go 
further  into  detail  on  the  subject  of  the 
navigation  laws,  to  show  that  I  am  right  in 
congratulating  the  House  on  the  change 
that  has  been  made;  but  knowing  that 
there  are  some  Members  more  perfectly 
informed  on  this  subject  who  are  likely  to 
milord  the  House  further  evidence,  I  will 
not  longer  detain  its  attention  on  this 
tOfHC.  I  cannot,  however,  help  repeat- 
ing, that  after  six  months'  experience  of 


the  certainty  of  the  change,  that  ererj- 
thing  foretold  by  the  opponents  of  the 
change  has  hitherto  been  falsified,  and 
that  everything  which  was  promised  by  its 
advocates  is  likely  to  be  realised.  Sir, 
the  Speech  has  communicated  to  the  House 
the  satisfaction  which  Her  Majesty  de- 
rived from  her  recent  visit  to  Ireland. 
That  Her  Majesty's  reception  in  that  conn- 
try  should  have  been  marked  bj  eveiy  in- 
dication of  attachment  and  loyalty,  I  be- 
lieve occasioned  no  surprise  to  those  who 
were  best  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of 
that  people.  The  people  of  Ireland,  often 
complaining  of  this  country,  and  sometimes 
with  reason,  have  seldom  been  wanting  in 
respect  for  the  Crown.  They  cheerfully 
acknowledge  the  legitimate  right  of  Her 
Majesty  to  the  dominion  of  that  country; 
while  of  Her  Majesty  personally  they  oidy 
knew  that  from  the  time  of  Her  accession 
She  has  manifested  a  marked  interest  in 
their  welfare,  desiring  that  all  reason  for 
complaint  should  be  removed,  and  anxions 
that  justice  and  favour  should  be  dispensed 
alike  in  each  portion  of  Her  kingdom.  It 
was,  moreover,  supposed  that  Her  Majesty 
had  long  wished  personally  to  visit  that 
country.  With  these  prepossessions  with 
regard  to  Her  Majesty,  it  was  not  surpris- 
ing that  among  a  people  of  their  generous 
nature.  Her  arrival  among  them  should 
have  been  welcomed  with  delight.  Having 
been  present  in  the  capital  myself,  when 
Her  Majesty  was  there,  I  am  bound  to 
say,  that  I  never  saw  so  vast  a  concoune 
of  people  congregated  together,  who  de- 
meaned themselves  with  so  much  order, 
respectfulness,  and  propriety.  People  from 
all  quarters  of  the  country,  and  of  all  opin- 
ions, assembled  there  on  the  occasion;  and, 
without  yielding  to  any  extra va^nce  ojf 
feeling  or  losing  their  self-respect,  they 
seemed  to  have  come  there  for  the  conmion 
object  of  manifesting  respect  for  the  per- 
son and  character  of  Her  Majesty.  From 
information  I  have  received,  I  do  not  think 
that  anything  has  occurred  amongst  the 
people  at  large  in  that  country,  since  Her 
Majesty's  departure,  to  shake  those  feel- 
ings of  attachment  and  loyalty  which  were 
evinced  in  Her  presence;  and  I  do  believe 
that  in  no  way  could  Her  Majesty  confer 
more  satisfaction  upon  that  people  than  by 
intimating  an  intention  of  revisiting  that 
country.  We  are  reminded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  that  there  is  still  great  dis- 
tress in  that  country,  and  vestiges  yet 
exist  of  the  awful  calamity  with  which  it 
was  visited.     Indeed  it  is  impossible  for 
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those  who  know  the  extent  of  distress  which 
the  famine  occasioned,  to  suppose  that  at 
80  early  a  period  all  traces  of  its  effects 
should  have  disappeared;  hut  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  think  that  in  many  respects  the  poor 
of  that  country  are  improving  in  their  con- 
dition, and  that,  owing  to  the  ahundance  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  the  amount  of  suf- 
fering is  less.  This  is  not  only  indicated 
by  the  less  frequent  resort  to  puhlic  relief, 
but  there  are  signs  of  greater  contentment, 
and  evidence  of  less  crime  and  outrage 
bcins:  committed.  It  is  matter  of  satisfac- 
tion,  considering  the  apprehensions  that 
were  expressed  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
tent and  mode  of  the  relief  which  was 
afforded  in  Ireland,  it  should  not  have 
realised  the  fears  of  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  it.  It  was  imagined  that  if  relief 
was  once  given  out  of  the  workhouse  to 
the  Irish  people,  they  would  become  gene- 
rally demoralised,  and  there  would  be  a 
habit  of  dependence  on  public  charity  which 
nothing  could  check.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
observe  that,  as  soon  as  the  necessaries  of 
life  become  more  reasonable  in  price,  and 
that  more  means  of  employment  prevailed, 
that  outdoor  relief  very  greatly  diminished. 
At  the  commencement  of  1 849,  we  find  that 
the  indoor  relief  included  206,254  persons, 
and  in  1850  it  is  reduced  to  204,407.  The 
amount  of  the  outdoor  relief  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1849,  was  479,576 ;  and  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1850,  it  was  reduced  to 
104,650.  The  decrease,  therefore,  of  in- 
door relief  was  1,760,  and  of  outdoor  relief 
364,926.  As  far  as  we  can  ascertain  the 
prospects  of  the  operation  of  the  poor-law, 
it  appears  that  the  administration  of  the 
system  becomes  more  simplified,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  imposture  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  resources  of  the  country 
more  certain.  There  is  a  most  striking 
evidence  of  this  by  the  increased  workhouse 
accommodation  provided  in  the  country 
durin^Upt  year,  showing  that  that  which 
is  consiaered  in  this  country  a  sufificient 
test  of  imposture,  is  likely  to  be  applied 
there  generally  and  with  effect.  The 
workhouse  accommodation  on  the  6th 
January,  1849,  was  for  290,720;  on  the 
5th  January,  1850,  for  251,717.  I  stated 
that  there  was  a  diminution  of  crime  in 
Ireland,  consequent  on  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  people.  I  find,  by  a  return 
of  the  number  of  outrages  reported  by  the 
constabulary  in  1847  and  1849,  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  cattle  and  sheep  steal- 
ing which  occurred  in  1847  was  10,044; 
in  1849,  8,157;   of  other  outrages,   the 


number  in  1847  was  10,142;  in  1849, 
6,749;  the  total  of  offences  being  for  1847, 
20,986;  for  1849, 14,906.  The  total  num- 
ber of  animals  stolen  was,  in  1847, 15,291, 
and  in  1849,  13,631.  I  come  now  to  an 
announcement  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
which  I  am  sure  will  be  most  gratifying  to 
the  House — I  allude  to  the  reference  that 
is  there  made  to  the  condition  of  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  in  this  country,  as 
well  as  the  condition  of  the  people  gene- 
rally. Her  Majesty  is  happy  to  congratu- 
late the  House  that  the  state  of  the  manu- 
factures and  commerce  of  the  countiy  has 
greatly  improved,  and  that  the  condition  of 
the  people  is  very  much  better  than  it  has 
been,  in  consequence  of  the  easier  access  to 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life.  This, 
Sir,  is  a  most  important  fact  —  impor- 
tant at  any  time  to  those  who  are  aware  of 
the  vast  consequences  that  are  involved  in 
this  consideration,  affecting  as  it  does  our 
whole  social,  political,  and  financial  condi- 
tion. But  though  an  official  announcement 
of  this  fact  has  been  waited  and  watched 
for  with  great  interest  in  this  country,  I 
believe  there  never  was  a  time  when  at- 
tention and  interest  were  more  directed  to 
that  subject  out  of  this  country  than  at 
this  time.  Everybody  is  wanting  to  learn 
the  present  condition  of  England.  The 
whole  commercial  world  consider  that  we 
have  lately  made  a  great  and  momentous 
experiment  on  our  industrial  and  commer- 
cial interests,  and  are  waiting  the  result. 
This  announcement,  therefore,  contained 
in  the  Speech,  has  a  peculiar  importance. 
The  fact  is,  that  the  nations  of  the  earth 
are  beginning,  notwithstanding  the  sneers 
sometimes  cast  upon  the  subject,  to  direct 
their  attention  to  political  economy.  There 
never  was  a  time  when  nations  were  more 
desirous  of  acquiring  wealth,  or  when  the 
people  complained  more  of  its  distribution, 
than  they  do  now ;  and  the  problem  that 
is  now  seeking  a  solution,  is,  in  what  way 
nations  can  accumulate  the  greatest  possi- 
ble amount  of  wealth  consistently  with  the 
fairest  distribution  of  it.  I  do  not  dispute 
that  there  are  two  systems  totally  opposed 
to  each  other,  each  of  which  has  professed 
to  accomplish  this  object.  The  one  con- 
sists in  regulating  and  restricting  the  trade 
of  this  country  by  the  State,  and  maintain- 
ing particular  industries  and  interests  that 
are  unable  to  maintain  themselves — this  is 
called  the  protective  system.  The  other  is 
to  leave  to  the  unfettered  intelligence  and 
energy,  almost  the  instinct,  of  a  free  and 
civilised  people,  the  discovery  of  the  means 
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0y  which  they  c&n  obtain  the  highest  pos- 
sible reward  for  their  capital,  skill,  and  in- 
dustry— that  is  called  the  free-trade  sys- 
tem.    What  excites  the  cariosity  and  in- 
terest of  the  world  is,  that  regarding  us, 
M  it  does,  at  the  head  of  all  other  com- 
mercial nations,  we  have  been  seen  for 
years  past  to  act  on  the  protective   sys- 
tem, and  that  recently  we  have  abandoned 
it,  for  that  of  free  trade.     This  interest 
has  also  been  much  enhanced  by  the  very 
confident  predictions  that  were  made  here 
and  ebewhere  as  to  the  disastrous  effects 
that  must  follow   from   the   change.     In 
this  country  the  great  issue  upon  the  pro- 
tective and  free-trade  system  has    been 
taken  on  the  free  introduction  of  food  into 
this  country.     Upon  this  subject  there  are 
recorded  some  most  positive   prophecies 
and  warnings;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  many  persons  who  have  been 
shaken  in  their  faith  in  what  they  thought 
to  be   a   sound    principle,    by  the   confi- 
dence with   which    persons   of  authority 
and  station  in  this  country  have  spoken 
as  to  the  results  of  that  experiment.     But 
the  importance  of  the  announcement  made 
in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  is,  that  it  en- 
ables us  now  to  know  the  results  of  the 
change.     Certainly,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  time  is  rather  short  to  judge  of  the 
result  of  any  experiment  after  the  trial  of 
only  one  year;  but  if  those  predictions  of 
evil  had   been   in  any  measure  justified, 
I   think   the   time   has  arrived  when  we 
should  have  at  least  some   intimation  of 
the  evils  that  were  likely  to  follow.     Now, 
amongst  the   objections    urged  by  those 
who  opposed   a  free  trade  in  com,  the 
House  is,  I  am  sure,  very  familiar  with 
the  following:  first,  that  it  would  greatly 
impair  tbe  home  trade;  second,  that  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes  would  be 
greatly  deteriorated;  third,  that  the  cur- 
rency must  be  exported  to  pay  for  it;  and, 
fourth,  that  the  revenue   would   decline. 
Now,  it  was  said  on  the  other  side,  that 
inasmuch  as  food  was  the  basis  upon  which 
all  human  industry  proceeded,  that  accord- 
ing to  its  supply — whether  scanty,  or  ade- 
quate, or  abundant — so  would  be  the  means 
of  the  community  available  for  the  produc- 
tion, distribution,  or  consumption  of  all 
other  articles;  and  that  an  objection  found- 
ed on  the  evils  of  having  more  food  instead 
of  less,  was  fallacious;  and  that  as  trade 
only  consisted  in  the  exchange  and  distri- 
bution of  articles  required  for  human  use, 
or  as  such  articles  would  be  demanded  in 
proportion  as  the  first  necessary  of  life 


was  procured  with  more  or  less  facility^ 
so  must    trade  be   always    better  when 
food  was  plentiful  and  cheap;  and,  lastly, 
it  was  said  that,  inasmuch  as  with  our 
system    of    taxation,    revenue   depended 
more  upon  expenditure  than  on  income, 
so    would    that   be    greater,     and     not 
less,    as    general    consumption    was    in« 
creased.     Abundance  of  food,  therefore, 
said  we,   must    always   be    a    cause    of 
prosperity    in    such   a  country   as    this. 
These  were  the  arguments  put  forward 
for   and   against  that    system.     Now,  I 
want  the   House,   the  country,   and    the 
world   at  large,    to  judge   between  us  ; 
and  I  want  Uie  world  to  decide   at  pre- 
sent   by   examining    the    results.      And 
what  are    the    results?     We  have  heard 
something  of  them  from  private  sources, 
but   this    is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
any    official    announcement     as    to    the 
state  of  the  country  has  been  made.     We 
are  told  that  commerce  and  manufactures 
are  thriving,  and  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple greatly  improved  from   having  fuller 
command  of  the  necessaries  of  life.     The 
evils  denounced  as  about  to  overtake  us 
were  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  commodities,  especially  food,  that  were 
to  be  imported.      Now  it  was  certainly  be- 
yond my  expectation,  that  we  should  so 
soon  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  this 
matter  to  the  test.     For  what  am  I  now 
in  a  position  to  state  to  the  House  ?  Why, 
that   within  the   last  sixteen  months  we 
have  imported  more  food  than  we  import- 
ed  during   sixteen  years  before.      Now, 
if    any   of    the   threatened   consequences 
were  necessarily  to  follow  from  the  adop- 
tion of  free   trade  in  food,   surely  there 
would  have  been  some  indication  of  them 
at  present,  for  no  party  imagined  so  soon 
that  the  imports  of  grain  would  have  been 
so   largo :  nothing  approaching  to  it,  in- 
deed, has,  I  believe,  ever  occurred  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  for  we  have  been 
importing  at  the  rate  of  1,000,000  quar- 
ters a  month.       And  my  honest  convic- 
tion at  this  moment  is,  that  not  a  single 
thing   that  was  feared  by  the  opponents 
of  free  trade  has  come  true,  or  has  the 
slightest  prospect  of  coming  true;  whilst 
the  advantages  expected  by  the  free-traders 
have  already  been  felt.     The  home  trade 
has  improved ;  the  condition  of  the  work- 
ing classes  has  been  ameliorated ;    not  a 
sovereign  has  left  the  country — for  there 
is    as    much    gold    as    the    hon.    Mem- 
ber for  Warwickshire  could  wish;   while, 
as  we  shall   be   informed    by  my  right 
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hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  Ex-  the  country ;  three-ftfthi  of  the  whole  frame  ma- 
chequer,  the  revenue  is  improving.     I  am  «^»°«7  i  ^^®  *<>^"  *°^,  comity  is  employed  in  the 

^           .         ri..          '1             jj  manufacture  of  wrought  and  cut  worsted,  woollen, 

m  possession  of  letters,  circulars,  and  docu-  ^^^^on.  and  merino  stockings,  four-flfths  or  nine' 

ments  coming  from  every  part  of  the  coun-  tenths  of  which  are  consumed  in  the  home-market, 

try,  in  which  the  writers,  not  only  admit —  and  principally  by  the  operative  clastes.  Dear  food, 

a  very  rare  thing  with  the  people  of  this  want  of  employment,  and  its  depresiing  oonsequen- 

country— that  they  are  well  off,  and  their  ces  have  been  for  many  yeaw  so  long  co-eu^^^^ 

,.  V  .  *xi«j  «*«  "«  -v  •!  ^^^  M  this  locality,  while  on  the  other  hand  full  employ- 
condition  improved;  but  ascribe  it  chiefly  ment  and  increased  comforts  have  so  uniformly  co- 
to  the  cheapness  and  abundance  of  the  ne-  existed  with  years  of  cheap  food,  that  we  are  not  at 
cessaries  of  life.  With  respect  to  the  home  all  surprised  at  the  ease  and  comfort  enjoyed  by  the 
trade,  I  really  had  some  doubts  whether  working  population  amongst  us  during  the  last 
^,  .  ''  .  ,  J  ,  .J  year,  nor  shall  we  be  surprised  at  its  permanent 
the  improvement  would  be  so  soon  evinced ;  continuance 

but  only  this  day  I  had  a  letter  from  the  «•  The  demand  for  the  last  year  has  been  ftilly 

north  of  England  describing  the  state  of  equal  to  the  manufacturing  capability  of  the  dis- 

the   manufacturing   interests    in    a    place  trict— all  the  workmen  have  been  fully  employed, 

chiefly  concerned    in   supplying   the  into-  and  two  advances  in  wages  have  been  established 

.        •'-    ^,                ^            ^     jr    J         1    -x  and  maintained  in  the  staple  trade,  of  the  perma- 

nor   of   the   country  —  liradford   and   its  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^ich  there  is  every  indication— indeed 

vicinity  :—  from  the  inclosed  printed  notice,  which  has  been 

icti    jr   J   T       oo*u   locn  issued  by  the  workmen  this  week,  it  is  possible 

w   J       o,      T  ^'•^°«*^*^»  ^^^'  2^*,"'  ^^7*-  that  the  spring  will  not  have  passed  before  a  third 

«  My  dear  Sir-In  reply  to  your  esteemed  fa-  advance  will  be  established  :- 

vour  I  beg  to  say  that  I  ha-ve  taken  considerable  ., ,  Framewohk-Knitters.— At  a  general  meet- 

paina  m  obtaining  mformation  as  to  the  condition  .       ^^  ^^^  straight-down    hose  branch  (middle 

of  the  working  classes  m  this  town  and  neighbour-  ^      .  j^  ^^^  unanimously  agreed  that  a  request 

hood,  also  as  to  the  rate  of  wages,  and  the  general  §^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  manufacturers  for  an  advance  of 

state  of  trade.     In  all  these  respects  a  constant,  ^-^   g^         ^^^^^        ^^  50  1^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 

rteady,  and  great  improvement  has  taken  place  ^^^      3^    ^  deputation  is  expected  to  wait  upon 

during  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months      1  he  ^j^^^  ^^  Tuesday  next,  when  the  workmen  hope 

exports  to  the  Lnited  States  have  increased—the  ^^     ^ju  ^^^^^^  ^  ^j^gj^  ^    ^^3^  .  ^f^^^  ^^0  hands, 

demand  for  the  Continent  has  revived  with  the  j^  -^^^-^  ^jn  ^^^^^  t^  ^^^^  ^^  the  11th  of  Feb- 

more  general  return  of  tranquillity  and  with  re-  rxm^y .'-Leicester  Chronicle,  Jan.  26. 

gard  to  the  home  trade  while  a  very  large  increase  «4he  request  of  a  further  advance  will  in  all  pro- 

has  taken  place  in  the  demand  for  our  goods  m  the  ^^^-^^    be  conceded  at  once  to  half  the  extent 

manufacturmg  districts,  the  experience  of  our  firm  ^oposed  (as  there  are  no  stocks  of  these  goods  on 

would  not  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  there  has  ^„^)   ^^)^  .^  ^^  ^^-^  ^^  ^^  ^^  additional  rise  of 

been  m  1849,  as  compared  with  1848,  any  dimmu-  ^bout  5  per  cent  more 

tion  in  the  demand  for  Bradford  goods  in  the  agri-  „  j^  ^{^  ^^j^^^  departments  of  the  Leicester  and 

cultural  districts   but  quite  the  contrary.     The  Leicestershire  hosiery  trade  there  has  been  simUar 

result  has  been  that  new  machmery  has  been  so  activity-the   underclothing  manufacturers  have 

much  in  demand  as  to  have  risen  greatly  m  value  ;  ^^^  ^^^  ^^j^„  ^1^^^  ^h^*  ^^^1^  supply-an  in- 

the  amount  paid  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  not  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  has  been  ordered  for  home  con- 

much  more  than  halfofwhat  It  was  two  years  ago;  ^^^  tion  as  well  as  for  exportation,  and  in  this 

hands  have  been  so  scarce  during  the  whole  of  1849  department  the  wages  of  the  workmen  in  the  town 

that  repeated  advances  in  wages  have  been  given,  ^f  Leicester  have  experienced  a  considerable  ad- 

and  I  feel  justified  m  stating  that  owing  to  the  ^          having  improved  fully  from  12^  to  17i  per 

high  rRU  of  wages  and  the    ow  prices  of  clothmg  ^^^^      The  wages  in  the  various  fancy  hosicT^Vi. 

and  of  food    the  working  classes  as  a  body  were  tides,  all  bein|  more  highly  skilled  branches  of 

never  so  well  off  in  this  district  as  at  present,  the  trade,  are  generaUy  higher  than  the  wages  of 

These  remarks  apply  to  Bradford,  Thornton,  Ship-  the  staple  manufacture  ;  but  as  these  departmenU 

ley,  Bingley.Keighly,  and  the  intermediate  district  ^^^  deiJendent  upon  fashion,  novelty,  and  the  taste 

I  annex  a  statement  of  the  number  receiving  relief  ^^  the  higher  classes,  it  is  not  necessarv  to  go  into 

from  the  poor-rates    and  the  amount  paid  m  ^ov.  detail  further  than  to  say  that  in  every  department 

1848  and  m  Nov.  1849  m  Bradford.  ^^  ^l^^^d  l^hour  there  has  been  for  the  past  year 

Another  letter  was  from  Leicester,  where  ^"»rn«?rT\"n:  nnfhin.  h.n  nv.r  Wn  «o  «.tiH 

iji                      jji^»*  *  assure  you  notning  has  ever  been  so  satis- 

there   had  been   a  good   deal  of  agitation  factory  to  me  as  the  realisation  of  the  results  to 

on  the  subject  of  free  trade,  and  apprehen-  the  working  classes  of  corn-law  repeal — to  be  re- 

sion  that  the  country  would  he  ruined  in  sponsible  for  the  peace  and  order  of  a  dense  manu- 

consequence,     and   written    by   a   person  facturing  population  as  I  l^ve  been  twice,  during 

,       ^       ^1      'x          J     *  A-        '      ±1.  Z  A  the  trying  year  of  1841,  and  the  still  more  agitated 

whose   authority  and  Station  m   that  town  and  depressed  one  of  1848,  is  no  light  matter;  nor 

place  his  statements  beyond  question  for  is  it  to  bo  wondered  at  that  unemployed,  and 

accuracy  : —  (from   want   of  employment)   half-starved,  men, 

should  ailer  a  series  of  years  of  patient  enduranoe, 

"  Leicester,  Jan.  26th,  1850.  increase  from  hundreds  to  thousands  the  ranks  of 

"  Dear  Sir — The  great  staple  trade  of  this  dis-  Communism,  or  evince  a  spirit  of  discontent  dan- 

trict,  the  Leicester  and  Leicestershire  stocking  gerous  to  social  security." 
trade,  is  one  of  the  best  indexes  that  can  be  found 


of  tbe  condition  of  the  working  classes  throughout 
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^ter  board  of  guardians,  stated  that 
the  trade  of  the  place  had  never  been  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition.  He  states, 
thaft  the  population  of  the  borough,  which 
It  a  poor-law  union  within  itself,  is  now 
about  60,000.  The  poor-rates  in  1848 
were  37,000;  in  1849,  32,000.  He  says 
that^ 

"  During  the  current  year  of  1847-8,  the  work- 
ing population  were  generally  out  of  employment. 
The  guardians  had  to  provide  a  temporary  union- 
house,  and  tests  in  two  mills,  and  two  large  stone- 
yards,  in  which  were  nearly  one  thousand  ahle- 
bodied  men.  Disturbances  wera  frequent,  and  a 
serious  riot  took  place  in  May,  1848.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1848,  a  change  took  place,  and  trade  be- 
gan to  revive  ;  the  stone-yards  were  soon  unoccu- 
pied, and  the  temporary  house  was  relinquished. 

"  To-day  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  relieving 
officers  that  there  is  but  one  ablebodied  frame- 
work knitter  on  the  mill,  and  he  is  there  by  an 
oversight,  and  will  be  dismissed  this  week,  as 
there  is  plenty  of  work.  The  men  now  on  the 
mill  are  chiefly  outdoor  labourers,  prevented  from 
working  by  the  severe  frost,  and  they  are  orderly 
and  peaceable. 

"  I  have  resided  in  Leicester  twenty  years,  and 
I  never  knew  it  in  so  prosperous  a  condition  as 
regards  its  general  trade.  The  wages  of  the 
working  men  of  the  staple  trade,  for  many  years 
notoriously  low,  are  advanced,  and  there  is  a 
prospect  of  further  advances  ;  and  the  cheapness 
of  provisions,  especially  of  bread,  is  regarded  as 
an  inestimable  benefit. 

"  May  the  same  gracious  Providence  which  has 
opened  the  way  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  bless- 
ings, preserve  them  for  the  benefit  of  generations 
jet  toe  ome  ! " 

Sir,  I  merely  give  these  as  specimens 
of  the  evidence  that  may  be  collected 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  showing  that 
the  home  trade,  about  which  so  much  soli- 
citude is  expressed  in  this  House,  does  not 
suffer.  The  comparative  amount  of  bank- 
ruptcies alone  is  some  indication  of  the  state 
of  trade.  In  1848  it  was  1,763;  in  1849, 
1,146,  showing  a  decrease  of  617.  With 
respect  to  the  condition  of  the  working 
classes,  the  indications  are  of  the  most  sa- 
tisfactory description,  and  as  they  have  a 
great  many  friends  in  this  House,  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  a  source  of  high  gratification 
to  them  to  hear  it.  Whether  we  look  to 
the  manufacturing  or  the  agricultural  class, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  one  have  higher 
wages,  and  the  other  can  command  a  larger 
share  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  uniformly 
they  are  far  better  off  than  during  the  past 
year.  I  see  the  hon.  Member  for  War- 
wickshire expresses  some  doubt;  then  let 
it  be  ascertained.  An  important  indication 
on  this  matter  is  the  amount  of  public  relief 
given.  My  right  hon.  Friends  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Chief  Com- 


missioner of  the  Poor  LawB»  wOl  be  able, 
when  they  address  the  House^  to  infonn  it 
whether  the  poor-rate  has  iDcreased,  and 
more  persons  are  now  receiTin^  pablic  re- 
lief. In  fact,  I  trust  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  is  so  able  and  accu- 
rate in  statements  on  these  matters,  to  give 
details  from  official  sources  in  support  of 
what  I  have  said.  My  own  impression  is,from 
the  reports  on  the  subject,  that  there  is  an 
extraordinary  diminution  of  the  number  for 
the  past  year,  as  compared  with  that  which 
preceded  it,  and  a  great  reduction  in  the 
expense  of  supporting  them.  I  beliefs 
that  the  number  of  persons  receiving  relief 
is  between  50,000  and  60,000  less.  With 
regard  to  the  amount  of  bullion  at  present, 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  quantity,  but  I  am 
informed  that  there  never  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Bank  of  England  at  which  it 
was  greater.  With  regard  to  the  revenue, 
there  is  actually  an  increase  of  2,OOO,000L 
in  its  amount.  [The  Chancellob  of  the 
Exchequer  :  A  surplus.]  Well,  it  comes 
to  the  same  thing;  a  surplus  then  of  income 
over  expenditure,  which  we  have  not  heard 
much  of  before  this  year.  I  have  here  a 
comparison  of  the  commitments  in  the  years 
1848  and  1849 — a  subject  which  is  ge- 
nerally admitted  as  showing  the  condition 
of  the  people  at  different  periods.  In  1848 
I  find  that  the  number  of  persons  com- 
mitted to  prison  in  England  and  Wales 
10,352,  while  in  1849  the   number 


was 


was  9,512.  With  respect  to  Ireland,  the 
number  of  offences  reported  by  the  con- 
stabulary for  the  same  period  was  3,615  in 
1848,and  2,501  in  1849;  and  as  poverty  and 
crime  have  always  been  justly  reckoned  as 
two  of  the  consequences  of  a  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  food  which  always  go  to- 
gether, these  results  tend  to  confirm  still 
further  the  view  of  the  increased  prosperity 
of  the  country  which  I  have  been  taking. 
I  am  prepared  also  for  the  argument  which 
1  know  will  be  used  by  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite, that  though  they  must  admit — for  it 
cannot  be  disputed — that  trade  is  good  and 
flourishing,  and  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple general,  still  that  all  this  results  ^m 
other  causes  besides  those  to  which  I  have 
attributed  it,  and  that  there  are  other  ways 
by  which  the  general  prosperity  may  be  ac- 
counted for.  But  1  have  here  by  me 
a  calculation  which  I  have  made  of  what 
the  country  saves  in  the  articles  of  food — 
of  the  difference  which  it  makes  to  the 
country  in  paying  for  the  necessary  supply 
of  food,  when  that  food  is  cheap,  and  when 
it  is  dear.     The  people  have  to  be  fed. 
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whatever  the  price  of  food  in  this  country 
may  be;  and  there  is  necessarily  a  certain 
expenditure  required  in  order  to  obtain 
that  food  which  varies  according  as  food 
may  be  cheap  or  dear  at  different  periods. 
Now  what  I  want  to  show  the  House  is, 
the  enormous  difference  in  the  cost  of  sup- 
plying food  to  the  country  when  food  is 
cheap  and  when  it  is  dear  ;  and  that 
when  you  hear  of  wages  going  farther, 
and  the  trade  being  better,  at  the  time 
that  food  is  cheap,  that  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  concluding  that  cheapness  of  food 
is  the  cause.  I  have  here  the  average 
prices  for  the  years  1847  and  1849  : — 

Average  price     Average  price    tv.«. 
year  1847.       Dec.  29,  1849.    ^^^^''e^ce. 

Wheat  .  69*.  5d,  .  39*.  id,  .  30*.  Id. 

Barley  .  43«.  lid  .  258.  9d.  .  18«.  2d. 

Oats     .  28*.  Id.  .  15«.  6d.  .  13^.  Id. 

Beans.    50*.  Id.  .  26*.  lid.  .  233.  2d. 

Peas     .    39*.  Id.  .  29*.  Od.  .  10*.  Id. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  consumption 
of  all  kinds  of  grain  in  this  country: — 

20,000,000  quarters  wheat  at  30*.  ...  £30,000,000 
20,000,000  „  oats  at  13*.  ...  13,000,000 
20,000,000        „       harley,  beans, 

and  peas,  18*.  ...     18,000,000 


£61,000,000 


60,000,000 

Estimating  the  consumption  of 
meat,  butter,  cheese,  potatoes, 
and  other  vegetables,  to  be 
equal  to  the  total  consumption 
of  grain,  say  60,000,000  quar- 
ters, and  estimating  the  re- 
duction in  price  to  be  equal  to 
10*.  per  quarter,  the  reduction 
will  amount  to         .        .         .  30,000,000 

£91,000,000 

So  that  there  remains  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  people  for  food  a  difference  of 
no  less  than  91,000,000Z.  sterling  be- 
tween the  years  1847  and  1849,  as  every- 
body must  see,  which  must  leave  means  to 
the  community  available  for  other  objects; 
and  which,  from  whatever  cause  it  may 
arise,  will  always  be  felt  immediately  in  the 
trade  and  condition  of  the  people.  If  the 
protective  duty  on  food  has  had  the  effect 
of  keeping  up  the  price  of  food,  the  people 
will  know  how  to  judge  of  what  they  have 
gained  by  its  abolition,  and  the  people  may 
calculate  how  much  they  have  lost  by 
protection  being  continued  so  long.  I 
do  not  want  to  make  the  people  more 
dissatisfied  than  necessary  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  been  treated 
for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  inter- 
est. On  the  contrary,  I  should  be  glad 
if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  could  show 
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me  that  I  am  wrong — I  should  be  glad 
to  find  that  they  could  show  the  peo- 
ple that  there  has  not  been  injustice  done 
to  them  in  past  years,  as  such  calculation 
tends  to  show,  and  that  they  have  not 
derived  so  much  benefit  from  free  trade  as 
I  believe  they  now  enjoy,  seeing  that  in 
the  first  year  of  free  trade,  which,  it  is 
said,  has  caused  reduction  of  price,  such 

freat  saving  has  been  made.  Why,  if 
1,000,000^.  had  been  rendered  available 
to  the  people  by  any  other  means,  would 
anybody  be  astonished  to  hear  that  a  state 
of  general  prosperity  followed  ?  And  I  say 
that  this  economy  in  the  article  of  food 
between  such  years  as  1847  and  1849  has 
been  available  to  the  people  for  the  comforts 
of  life;  and  the  state  of  prosperity  which 
prevails  proves  that  the  people  have  availed 
themselves  of  these  increased  means  of 
procuring  comforts  of  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  been  deprived.  Any  one 
who  entertains  any  doubt  on  this  subject, 
has  only  to  look  to  such  evidence  as  I 
have  read  in  order  to  see  that  such  is  the 
case.  But  I  must  say,  that  when  that  is 
called  an  experiment  in  this  country — ^be- 
cause 1  understand  that  Gentlemen  call 
the  liberty  to  buy  food  freely  an  experiment 
— it  seems  to  me  an  experiment  of  justice 
and  advantage  not  likely  to  be  soon 
changed  or  departed  from,  or,  at  least 
not  until  people  prefer  less  instead  of  more 
of  what  they  want,  and  like  to  pay  more 
instead  of  less,  for  what  they  wish  to  buy. 
Seeing  that  there  are  so  many  others  to  fol- 
low me,  likely  to  be  full  of  information  of 
the  kind  that  I  have  already  adduced,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  longer  on  this  ques- 
tion.  My  case  is,  that  this  great  change 
in  the  price  of  food  is  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place 
in  the  condition  of  the  people.  I  would 
now  advert  to  another  topic  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  namely,  that  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  passage : — 

•*  It  is  with  regret  that  Iler  Majesty  has  ob- 
served the  complaints  which  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  have  proceeded  from  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land.  Her  Majesty  greatly  laments 
that  any  portion  of  her  subjects  should  be  suflfering 
distress.*' 

And  I  think  that  any  expression  of  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty  with  the 
sufferings  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  will  readily  be  responded  to  in  this 
House,  and  indeed  out  of  this  House.  I 
share  in  that  feeling  largely  myself — I 
never  wished  ill,  God  knows,  to  the  landed 
interest.     When  I  advocated  the  repeal 
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^t  tho  com  laws,  I  always  thought  the 
advantage  of  that  interest  was,  as  much 
as  that  of  any  other  class,  involved  in  the 
removal  of  what  was  falsely  termed  protec- 
tion. What  enhances  my  regret  now  for  it 
is,  that  I  cannot  hold  out  the  smallest 
prospect  of  relief  that,  with  the  view  to 
its  oenefit  and  justice  to  other  classes, 
the  Legislature  can  extend  to  it.  There 
was  great  difficulty  in  doing  so,  and  for  more 
than  one  reason ;  for  what  strikes  me  is,  that 
there  has  heen  some  experience  already  in 
that  direction.  The  landed  interest  has 
had  groat  power  in  the  Legislature,  and 
owing  to  the  frequent  recurrence  of  distress 
notwithstanding  protection,  there  have  heen 
great  opportunities  of  considering  in  what 
way  it  should  he  relieved ;  and  these  op- 
portunities have  not,  I  think,  heen  thrown 
away ;  it  was  difficult,  indeed,  to  find  an 
experiment  that  had  not  heen  made  of  this 
kind.  After  considering  this  suhject,  I  am 
ohliged  to  conclude,  that  there  are  no  pe- 
culiar liahilities  attaching  to  land  from 
which  it  could  be  relieved.  There  are 
none,  in  fact,  that  attach  to  an  agricul- 
turist in  that  capacity;  the  assessments 
for  rates  are  upon  local  and  visible  pro- 
perty in  any  district.  But  I  have  found 
that  there  have  been  constant  exemptions 
made  in  favour  of  the  agriculturist;  for 
certainly,  when  it  was  enacted  that  the  far- 
mer should  pay  no  duty  for  his  horses,  none 
for  his  dogs,  none  for  his  tolls,  none  for 
hii  windows,  none  for  insurance,  those  were 
favours ;  hut  what  made  him  more  despair 
of  proceeding  in  this  direction  farther,  was, 
that  he  was  told,  that  whenever  any  charge 
of  this  sort  was  removed,  it  gave  value  to 
the  land ;  that  in  consequence  of  any  such 
reduction  land  would  always  let  for  a 
higher  rent  to  the  occupier.  Now,  he  un- 
derstood that  what  was  chiefly  desired 
was  to  relieve  the  occupier.  lie  heard 
that  the  owner  cared  little  for  himself; 
and  that  inasmuch  as  this  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  relieve  the  occupier,  it  was  of  little 
use.  He  did  not  merely  state  this  on  his 
own  conviction,  but  he  was  fortified  by  an 
authority  in  the  other  House,  no  less  than 
the  late  Lord  Eldon — who  said,  in  a  corn- 
law  debate,  that  it  would  bo  needless  to 
reduce  the  local  charges  on  land,  for  every 
6d,  that  was  taken  from  them,  went  to 
swell  the  rent  of  the  owner.  He  thought, 
indeed,  this  was  delicate  ground  for  the 
landed  interest  to  touch  upon,  for  it  would 
disclose  more  favour  in  the  way  of  tax- 
ation than  perhaps  Gentlemen  were  now 
oonsciouB  of.     But  still  loss  had  he  hope 


of  relief  being  possible,  when  he  obseryed 
the  claim  put  forward,  especially  for  the 
occupiers  of  land  themselves;  for,  judging 
by  the  oratory  that  had  lately  been  diffusod 
throughout  the  country,  it  would  seem  ah 
if  the  farmer  stiU  called  for  that  which  U 
was  impossible  to  give,  and  which  if  given* 
would  only  prove,  what  it  had  been  before, 
delusive  and  ruinous  to  himself;  for  it  was 
still  demanded  for  him  that  ParliameDt 
should  promise  him  a  price  for  his  wheat* 
according  to  which  price  he  could  bargain 
for  his  land :  that  was  the  effect  of  the  de^ 
mand  for  protection  that  was  now  again 
made  at  the  many  meetings  that  had  been 
held.  He  was  astonished  at  the  infatuation 
that  could  make  such  a  claim  after  what 
had  passed.  He  thought  it  a  perseverance 
in  delusion  that  was  unequalled.  It  was 
worthy  of  a  place  in  a  work  he  had  seen, 
entitled  TJie  History  of  Human  Delusions, 
This  would  be  among  the  greatest;  for  if 
anything  was  logically  deducible  from  what 
had  preceded  it,  it  was,  that  farmers' 
losses,  and  sometimes  ruin,  had  been  oecv 
sioned  by  this  very  promise  of  Parliament 
not  having  been  realised.  The  evidenoe 
taken  before  the  Agricultural  Committees 
of  this  House  was  really  nothing  else  but 
the  details  of  the  farmer's  disappointment| 
given  by  himself,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  bargained  for  his  land  at  the  Act- 
of-Parliament  price;  and  not  having  ob- 
tained that  price,  and  being  obliged  to 
fulfil  his  contract,  was  compelled  to  pay 
his  rent  out  of  his  capital,  and  too  often  to 
end  in  the  Gazette;  and  yet  he  again  re- 
quired the  Parliament  to  guarantee  him  a 
price  for  his  produce,  which  he  had  seen 
was  impossible,  or  at  least  not  to  be  relied 
upon.  It  was  just  ten  years  ago,  when 
making  his  annual  address  in  that  House 
on  this  subject,  the  greater  part  of  bis 
speech  consisted  of  evidence  which  he  had 
taken  from  those  Committees  on  the  part 
of  farmers,  describing  the  manner  in  which 
protection  had  deceived  them,  alleging, 
both  in  the  year  1822  and  1836,  that  they 
were  unable  to  meet  their  liabilities,  from 
having  contracted  to  pay  for  land  what 
the  prices  of  produce  rendered  impossible. 
In  1822  the  story  was,  **  We  were  told 
that  wheat  would  sell  for  80^.  a  quarter, 
and  we  are  here,  as  ruined  men,  having 
only  been  able  to  get  49^.''  In  1836  the 
story  was,  **  Here  we  are,  deceived  again; 
we  have  been  promised  64;.  a  quarter,  and 
we  are  actually  feeding  our  pigs  and  horses 
with  the  wheat,  and  malting  it,  instead  of 
barley,  havmg  no  better  use  for  it."    And 


101 


Address  in  Answer 


{JAH.3U 


la  the  Speeck. 


102 


what  is  worthy  of  notice  is,  that  in  1822 
the  protection  amounted  to  50s,  a  quarter, 
and  in  1836  to  nearly  100  per  cent.  And 
let  no  man  imagine  that  there  was  hope 
then  among  the  farmers;  it  was  unqualified 
despair;  numhers  were  really  swept  away, 
and  others  deemed  themselves  ruined  be- 
yond recovery,  because  they  did  not  expect 
to  see  a  higher  price  again.  If  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen  opposite  will  turn  to  the  report, 
they  will  see  that  the  language  was  more 
desponding  then  than  now;  and  the  ques- 
tion that  seems  to  engross  the  agricultural 
thoughts  especially  again  now,  was  then 
also  occupying  them,  namely,  whether 
wheat  could  be  grown  at  40^.  a  quarter. 
The  question  is  deliberately  put  in  that 
Committee;  an  intelligent  land  agent  and 
farmer  is  asked  what  he  believed,  and  what 
farmers  generally  believed,  would  be  the 
price  of  wheat  in  future;  and  the  answer 
deliberately  given  was,  that  the  farmers 
did  not  expect  to  see  it  again  higher  than 
Bs,  or  6s,  a  bushel.  He  was  then  asked 
whether  he  thought  the  farmer  could  do 
upon  that.  **  Well,"  he  said,  "  I  think 
they  will,  for  other  things  will  fall  in  pro- 
portion." And  lucky  would  it  have  been 
far  the  farmers  if  they  had  seized  that  mo- 
ment to  abolish  protection,  and  rely  upon 
the  price  then,  which  they  must  submit  to 
now;  they  would  now  probably  have  been 
a  contented  and  prospering  interest.  But, 
Sir,  1  cannot  lead  the  landed  interest  to 
expect  that  the  House  will  take  this  matter 
into  consideration,  for  1  don't  think  it  is  a 
matter  it  has  anything  to  do  with;  for  if  it 
was  to  consider  that  question,  and  come  to 
a  conclusion  that  wheat  could  not  be  pro- 
duced at  40;.  a  quarter,  I  do  not  see  that 
it  could  act  upon  that  conclusion;  for  the 
time  is  past  when  we  can  raise  the  price  of 
food  upon  the  people  again  for  the  mere 
benefit  of  the  producer;  and  if  the  other 
conclusion  was  come  to,  that  wheat  could 
be  grown  at  40;.,  it  does  not  follow  that  it 
would  be  grown  at  that  price,  and  the  far- 
mer be  insured  against  loss  in  consequence; 
for  if  it  required  great  capital,  economy, 
intelligence,  and  security  on  the  part  of 
the  farmer  to  produce  wheat  at  that 
price,  looking  to  the  mode  in  which 
owners  of  land  dealt  vrith  their  proper- 
ties, it  did  not  follow  that  farmers  would 
be  always  placed  under  the  circumstances 
that  would  enable  them  to  accomplish 
it,  and  if  any  reverse  came,  they  would 
be  as  unable  to  meet  it  as  they  are 
now;  for  land  is  not  regarded  by  many 
of  ita  owners  as  a  means  of  producing  the 


greatest  quantity  of  produce  at  the  least 
possible  cost.  Land  has  a  value  to  many 
people  quite  independent  of  that  considera- 
tion. Accordingly,  we  find  that  it  de- 
pends much  upon  the  taste  and  objects  of 
the  proprietor  what  will  generally  be  the 
tenure  or  circumstance  of  the  farmer  or 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  One  man  is  a  sports- 
man, and  preserves  game  on  his  land, 
which  destroys  much  of  the  produce.  An- 
other man  is  a  politician,  and  cares  more 
for  the  vote  than  the  skill  of  his  farmer. 
Another  charges  his  estate  with  debt,  and 
has  nothing  left,  after  paying  the  interest, 
for  improvements.  Another  looks  to  influ- 
ence from  the  possession  of  territory;  while 
many  like  to  tie  up  the  land  or  Hmit  the 
interest  of  the  owner,  for  the  sake  of  per- 
petuating the  same  property  in  one  line  of 
descent;  while  there  are  few  only  who  are 
very  ardent  agriculturists.  But  all  this 
shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  calculate  upon 
the  result  of  what  could  or  would  be  done 
in  farming  in  this  country,  and  how  impos- 
sible it  is  for  Parliament  to  fix  a  price  for 
produce.  The  tenant  of  an  improving  land- 
lord may  be  the  next  neighbour  of  another 
who  is  of  a  different  character,  and  one 
will  be  ruined  in  a  year  like  this,  while 
another  might  be  doing  well ;  all  tending 
to  show  that  this  House  cannot  relieve  any 
man  from  those  conditions  of  his  success, 
in  this  or  any  other  business,  in  relying 
upon  his  own  forethought,  capital,  skill, 
and  industry,  without  which  he  will  fail. 
The  farmer,  then,  should  be  told  that, 
with  the  best  disposition  to  servo  him  in 
the  world,  this  House  cannot  do  it;  for 
Parliament  cannot  undertake  to  manage 
the  landed  property  of  the  country,  or  to 
limit  the  amount  of  its  produce,  without 
which  there  cannot  be  any  certainty  with 
respect  to  price.  In  the  midst  of  their 
present  distress  I  will  just  read  a  case 
that  has  recently  occurred,  showing  how 
little  able  that  House  was  to  come  to  any 
practical  conclusion  on  the  business  of  ag- 
riculture from  statements  of  distress  made 
by  individuals : — 

"  A  farm  in  Gloucestershire  of  400  acres,  the 
land  of  medium  quality,  and  distant  from  a  mar- 
ket— which  was  formerly  let  at  208.  per  acr«, 
which  has  been  drained  and  money  otherwise  laid 
out  in  permanent  improvements— has  quite  re- 
cently been  taken,  on  a  lease  for  eighteen  yean, 
by  an  experienced  farmer,  with  adequate  cap 
at  a  rent  of  40«.  per  acre,  The  tenant  to  bv  w 
liberty  to  destroy  game,  remoTe  hedges,  cut  dowi 
trees,  and,  in  short,  to  deal  with  the  land  as  though 
it  were  his  own  ;  and  if  the  landlord  sees  reason 
to  fear  that  he  is  not  fairly  dealt  by,  the  matter  is 
to  be  settled  between  him  and  the  tenant  by  arbl- 
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«Atiaiu    No  other  oonditions  in  the  lease.    The 
tenant  nys  he  shall  be  satisfied  with  40«.  per 

Snniter  for  his  wheat,  and  prices  for  other  pro- 
uoe  in  proportion." 

[Cries  of  "Name,  name  !'*]     Gentlemen 
seem    to    doubt   the  correctness  of    the 
case.     It  was  giyen  to  me  by  persons  who 
assure  me  it  is  a  faithful  statement  of  what 
has   occurred,   and    I    have  read   it   be- 
lieving it  to  be  true ;    if  it  is  otherwise, 
I  shall  be  the  first  to  admit  that  I  have 
been  deceived.     I  do  not  deny  that  many 
farmers   are    distressed ;    I   believe    that 
they  are.     I  should  bo  astonished  if  they 
were   not;   for  tenants  at  will,  depending 
entirely  on  the   price  of  wheat  for  the 
year,  could  not  stand  if  the  price  fell.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  price,  I 
do  not  think  that  the  case  at  present  of 
the   owners    and   occupiers    is    hopeless; 
for   there    is    still   this   consolation,  that 
land  has  not  fallen  in  value,  but  it  is  as 
high  now  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  much  higher  than  formerly — that 
no  farm  falls  vacant  that  there  are  not  as 
many  or  more  candidates  for  its  occupa- 
tion than  ever,  but,  in  some  cases,  farms 
have  lately  let  at  an  advanced  rent — and 
that    the    agricultural    labourers   arc   as 
well   or  better   otf  than  they  have  been. 
And  that  is  the  condition  of  the  landed 
interest  after  the  first  year  of  free  trade, 
which   is   not  one,    I   think,   at   present 
to  produce  despair,  or  that  precludes  per- 
sons interested  from  retiring  from  a  busi- 
ness of  which  they  despaired;  and  there 
is    this    farther    consolation,     that   will, 
I   am    sure,    occur    to    them,    which    is, 
that,    supposing    that  if   the  worst  came 
to   the   worst,    and   that  the   owner  was 
obliged  cordially  to  co-operate  with  the  oc- 
cupier, with  the  view  to  improvement,  and 
to  conduct  the  business  of  farming  in  the 
same  spirit   and  with  the  same  economy 
and  energy  with  which  other  businesses 
were  conducted,  that  really  and  truly  the 
landowner  of  this  country  laboured  under 
no  disadvantage  whatever  compared  with 
any  foreigner;  and  that  if  he  was  less  for- 
tunate in  one  respect,  he  was  more  so  in 
many  others,  and  that  there  was  really  no 
reason  why  he  shoidd  not  compete  success- 
fully with  any  country  on  the  earth.     In 
most  respects,  ho  was  superior — he  had 
better  climate,  better  government,  better 
labour,  better  implements,  more  manure, 
superior  communication,  and  the  best  mar- 
ket in  the  world  at  his  door.     But  one 
thing  was  wanting,  which  the  landed  in- 
terest had  in  its  own  hands — namely,  that 


the  land  was  dearer  here  than  ebewhere; 
but  hero  the  remedy  was  always  in  the 
hands  of  the  owner^  and  I  am  certiin, 
that  if  he  looked  at  his  position  fairly  in  the 
face,  and  at  the  requirements  of  ihe  com- 
munity in  fatare,  he  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  only  a  reproach  to 
him,  and  to  the  agriculturists  in  Ireland, 
that  they  should  import  any  food  at  sD 
from  other  countries.  It  is  my  defibe- 
rate  opinion  that  these  two  islands  conU, 
with  ease,  maintain  a  veiy  much  larger 
population  than  existed  at  present;  and 
this  reproach  more  particularly  applies  to 
Ireland.  Why,  if  any  man  was  ciumly  to 
survey  the  circumstances  of  these  two 
countries,  he  would  say  that  Ireland  hil 
been  laid  a- side  of  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  feeding  her — the  finest  agricultonl 
country  in  Europe,  united  to  the  largeit 
manufacturing  and  wealthiest  conunereitl 
community  in  the  world;  and  yet  what 
was  the  spectacle  presented  to  the  woiU 
at  this  moment  ? — ^the  owners  of  land  in 
Ireland  more  distressed  than  those  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  people  of  that  country  better 
o^\  simply  because  there  had  heen  a  large 
and  free  importation  of  foreign  food;  m 
yet  this  very  agricultural  interest  had  bees 
what  was  called  protected.  Well,  wbtt 
was  it  owing  to  ?  Is  there  a  man  thit 
says,  that  Ireland  could  not  prodnee 
more?  or  that  it  has  resulted  from  any- 
thing but  the  mismanagement  of  land- 
ed property,  protected  highly  for  faty 
years?  A  purely  agricultural  countrjt 
and  yet  within  three  years  one  of  the 
most  awful  famines  that  ever  visited  a 
country,  has  befallen  it,  and  the  landed 
proprietors  at  this  moment  in  a  state  of 
ruin.  Was  ever  such  an  anomaly?  I 
do  not  wish  to  reflect  severely  on  the 
present  proprietors,  but  an  awfiu  retribu- 
tion has  fallen  upon  the  ownerships  of  laadt 
and  the  owners  have  been  quite  unprepared 
for  the  visitation :  their  lands  had  been 
neglected,  the  people  neglected  ;  too  much 
of  the  agriculture  in  a  barbarous  state,  and 
the  estates  encumbered  with  debt;  while  the 
only  hope  for  the  country  now  is,  that  its 
recent  misery,  having  revealed  to  us  the 
real  cause  of  its  past  poverty,  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities now  cast  upon  the  landed  pro- 
perty in  case  of  its  neglect  in  future  being 
so  heavy,  that  it  makes  it  unlikely  that 
the  same  evils  will  again  be  suffered  to  re- 
cur. Yes,  Sir,  regretting  as  I  do,  deeply, 
tlic  sufferings  and  sad  reverses  of  fortune 
to  which  the  people  of  property  in  Ireland 
had  been  lately  exposed,   I  do  honostlj 
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Kttd  firmly  beiieve,  that  the  regeneration 
of  that  country  will  date  from  the  time- 
that  haa  so  fully  discovered  and  disclosed 
to  us  the  past  neglect  and  sad  waste  of  its 
resourcea.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  defcnd-^ 
ing  the  legislation  for  that   country  in  the- 

E articular  which  is  most  complained  of 
y  the  Irish  proprietors—  I  mean  the  poor- 
law;  and  I  never  felt  moi-6  sanguine  about 
the  proBpects  of  that  country  than  I  do 
ftt  thia  moment.      I  heliere  that  thi 
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tical  and  religious  freedom  we  have  had 
for  some  time  past,  and  nothing  but  bet- 
ter order  and  more  contentment  have  pro- 
ceeded from  it  ;  and  I  can  never  think  that 
anything  but  good  could  result  from  that 
other  measure  of  freedom  which  gare  us 
the  strongest  interest  that  there  should 
be  peace  on  earth,  good  will  among  men, 
and  that  our  neighbour  should  prosper  like 
ourselves.  And  I  trust,  now,  that  I  do  not 
place  a  wrong  construction  upon  the  con- 


of  humanity  as  well    eluding  passage  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech, 


of    policy.      I    believo    that     it  has 


already   withdrawn  from   the    people   the    entrusted 


;   that  it  has  dimin- 


n  that  CI 


n  given  ti 


chief  pretext  for 
ished,  what  was  nest  t 
ful  extent  of  mendicity 
comparative  security  has 
and  property  ;    the  peoj 
feel  desperate  from  being  destitute 
taken  togethi 
had  been  give 

property,  1  firmly  believe,  will  very 
tempt  men  of  capital  to  invest  their  for- 
tunes in  land  in  that  country,  and  that 
agriculture  there  will  become  a  pro- 
fitable enterprise,  engaged  in  by  peraona 
from  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom. 
But,  of  all  other  things,  I  should  reckon 
upon  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  ma- 
nufacturing interests  of  this  country  as  the 
most  important  adjunct  to  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland,  as  affording  a  constantly-im- 
proving market  for  their  produce,  and  a 
great  and  ready  vent  for  their  surplus  peo- 
ple ;  and  thia,  I  do  firmly  beli 
result  from  the  policy  that  has  been 
adopted  here  with  respect  to  trade.  I 
expect,  and  am  not  afraid  to  say  it,  that 
the  prosperity  of    thia    country    will  be 


n  I  infer  from  it  that  those  who  are  now 
Hth  the  administration  of  the 
duly  impressed  with  the  truth. 


!,  the  fright-    that  the  surest  mode  of  maintaining  the 


Steady,    referring, 
ivulsii 


of  the  country  iu  the  afiections 
Q  life   of  the  people,   is  by  proceeding  still,   in 
d  to   the  progressive  spirit  of  later  years,    in 
hich    reforming    what    is    decayed,    eitending 
Ith  the  facilities  which    what  is  inadequate,  and  showing  a  con- 
to  the  transfer  and  sale  of  |  fidence  in  the  people,  which  every  exten- 
sion of  their  liberties  has  hitherto  justi- 
fied.    The  hen.  Gentleman  concluded  by 
moving — 

TLat  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Ucr 
MaJQst;,  to  convey  to  Her  Majesty  tbc  Thanks  of 
tliis  UauBO  for  the  gracious  Speecli  which  Her 
Majesty  baa  coromanded  to  be  made  to  botli 
Houses  of  Parliameot : 

Humbly  to  thaak  Her  Majesty  for  the  assurance 

ol  Her  great  satislaction  in  again  having  reeoursa 

to  tbe  advice  and  assistance  of  Her  Farliamoat : 

That  we  condole  with  Her  Majesty  on  the  do- 

will    cease  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Adelwde,  which  has 

leen  I  caused  Her  Majesty  deep  affliction  ;  and  that  we 

I  '  entirely  concur  with  Her  Majesty  in  the  beLef 

hat  the  eitensivB  charity  and  eiemplary  rirtues 

Majesty  will  always  render  Her  memory 


I    do. 


our  past  convulsions  in  commerce  to 
neoua  policy  with  respect  to  the  trade  in 
food.  I  do  believe  that  prosperity  will 
endure  under  our  present  system.  I 
may  be  wrong,  but  I  regard  the  affairs 
of  this  country  now  with  more  confidence 
and  with  more  hope  than  I  have  ever 
done  before  ;  I  believe  that  they  rest 
upon  a  more  solid  foundation  than  they 
have  hitherto  done.  I  ascribe  it  to  the 
increased  intelligence  of  the  people,  thi 


I   many    of   dear  to  the  Nation  > 


Humbly  to  express  the  satisfaation  with  which 
wo  learn  tliat  Her  Majesty  happily  continues  in 
peace  and  amity  with  Foreign  Powers ; 

To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  us  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  autumn,  diHerenoes  of  a  serioua 
character  arose  between  tho  Govemmenta  of  Aus- 
tria and  Russia  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Sublime 
Porte  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
a  considerable  number  of  persons,  who,  after  tho 
termination  of  the  civil  war  in  Hungary,  had  taken 
■igUanco    in   public'  aiairs,   the    refuge  in  tho  Turkish  territory ;  and  wo  rejoice  to 
higher   moral    feeling    that    pervades    nil  ,  '^am  that  explanations  which  took  place  between 
classes,  together  with  tho  great  and  useful    "'«  Turkish  and  Imperial  Govemmenta  havo  for- 
reforms  that  have  taken  place  of  late  years,  i  tunately  removed  any  danger  to  tho  Peace  of  Eu- 
"^      ..    ,         -'     .      I  ,,..   _.._^.  ,. -:--  -t  of  these  dif. 


1  greater 


from  all  of  which  ha 

Amount   of  political,  religio 

mereial  freedom  than    was  ever  enjoyed  ! 

before  by  any  people  on  the  earth.      Poli- 


'opo  which  might  have  a 
ferences : 

Humbly  to  convey  to  Her  Majesty  oor  thanks 
(or  informing  us  that  Her  M:^esty  having  been. 


% 


Antwer 


to  on  thii  o  i  by  the  Sultan,  united 

eflbfts  with  those  of  the  Government  of 
Ynoott  to  which  a  similar  appeal  had  been  made, 
In  order  to  assist  by  the  employment  of  Her  good 
ofBoes,  in  eflbcting  an  amicable  settlement  of  those 
diflbronoes  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  dig- 
nity and  independence  of  the  Porte  : 

To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  acquainting  us  that 
Her  Majesty  has  been  engaged  in  communications 
with  Foreign  States  upon  the  measures  which 
might  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  relaxation  of 
the  restrictions  formerly  imposed  by  the  Naviga- 
tion Laws  of  this  Country : 

That  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  Governments 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  Sweden 
have  promptly  taken  steps  to  secure  to  British 
Ships  in  the  ports  of  their  respective  Countries, 
advantages  similar  to  those  which  their  own  ships 
now  enjoy  in  British  ports : 

That  with  regard  to  those  Foreign  States  whose 
Navigation  Laws  have  hitherto  been  of  a  restric- 
tive character,  we  learn  with  gratification  that 
Her  Majesty  has  received  from  nearly  all  of  them 
assurances  which  induce  Her  to  hope  that  our  ex- 
ample will  speedily  lead  to  a  great  and  general 
diminution  of  those  obstacles  which  previously 
existed  to  a  A*oe  intercourse  by  sea  between  the 
nations  of  the  world : 

That  we  unite  with  Her  Majesty  in  lamenting 
that  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  the  past  year 
the  United  Kingdom  was  again  visited  by  the 
ravages  of  the  Cholera  ;  but  we  are  thankful  to 
Almighty  God,  who  in  His  mercy  was  pleased  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  mortality,  and  to  stay  this 
fbarful  pestilence : 

That  we  humbly  concur  with  Her  Majesty,  in 
the  persuasion  that  we  shall  best  evince  our  gra- 
titude by  vigilant  precautions  against  the  more 
obvious  causes  of  sickness,  and  an  enlightened 
consideration  for  those  who  are  most  exposed  to 
its  attacks : 

Humbly  to  assure  Her  Majesty,  that  we  rejoice 
to  be  informed  that  Her  Majesty,  in  Her  late 
Tisit  to  Ireland,  derived  the  highest  gratification 
from  the  loyalty  and  attachment  manifested  by  all 
olMies  of  Her  subjects  ;  and  that  wo  learn  with 
•Rtiafiwtion  that,  although  the  eficcts  of  former 
years  of  scarcity  are  painfully  felt  in  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  they  are  mitigated  by  the 
praaent  abundance  of  food,  and  the  tranquillity 
which  prevails : 

That  we  regard  with  great  satisfaction  the  im- 
plored condition  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures ; 
■od  whilst  sharing  with  Her  Majesty  in  the  re- 
fif*^t  with  which  Her  Majesty  has  observed  the 
oomplaints  which  in  many  parts  of  the  Kingdom 
^▼o  proceeded  from  the  Ownen  and  Occupiers  of 
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Land ;  and  humbly  concurring  with  Her  Majesty 
in  lamenting  greatly  that  any  portion  of  Her  Mi»« 
jesty*s  subjects  should  be  sufbring  disiress ;  to 
unite  with  Her  Majesty  in  the  feeling*  of  sincere 
gratification  with  which  Her  Mi^esty  witnesses 
the  increased  enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life,  which  cheapness  and  plenty  have 
bestowed  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people : 

To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  having  directed  the 
Estimates  for  the  year  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  tot 
informing  us  that  they  have  been  framed  with  a 
strict  regard  to  economy,  whilst  the  efficiency  of 
the  various  Branches  of  the  Public  Service  has 
not  been  neglected : 

That  we  participate  in  the  satlsfisotion  with 
which  Her  Majesty  has  seen  the  present  stnte  of 
the  Revenue : 

To  express  our  thanks  to  Her  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  some  of  the  measures  which  were 
postponed  at  the  end  of  the  last  Session  for  want 
of  time  for  their  consideration,  will  be  again  luA 
before  us,  and  that  among  the  most  important  of 
these  is  one  for  the  better  government  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies : 

Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  having  di- 
rected various  measures  to  be  prepared  for  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  Ireland^  and  for 
acquainting  us  that  the  mischiefr  arising  from 
I*arty  Processions ;  the  dofiects  of  the  Laws  ngn- 
lating  the  relations  of  laadlord  and  tenant ;  the 
imperfect  state  of  the  Grand  Jury  Acts  ;  and  the 
diminished  number  of  electors  for  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  will,  together  with  other 
matters  of  serious  consequence,  form  the  subjects 
of  measures  to  be  submitted  for  our  consideration : 

That  wo  unite  in  the  satis&ction  with  whidi 
Her  Majesty  has  learnt  that  the  measures  which 
have  been  already  passed  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Public  Health  are  in  a  course  of  gradual  adoption, 
and  that  we  concur  with  Her  Majesty  in  the  hope 
that,  both  in  the  Metropolis  and  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
make  further  progress  in  the  removal  of  evils 
which  affect  the  health  and  well-being  of  Her  sub- 
jects : 

Humbly  to  join  with  Her  Majesty  in  acknow- 
ledging that  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence  has 
hitherto  preserved  this  Kingdom  from  the  wars 
and  convulsions  which  during  the  last  two  years 
have  shaken  so  many  of  the  States  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe ;  and  that  we  heartily  concur  in 
the  hope  and  belief  expressed  by  Her  M^estyi 
that  by  combining  liberty  with  order,  by  presenr* 
ing  what  is  valuable,  and  amending  what  is  defec- 
tive, we  shall  sustain  the  fabric  of  our  Institntioni 
as  the  abode  and  the  shelter  of  a  free  and  happy 
people." 
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Sir  JAMES  DUKE:  After  the  rery 
able,  full,  and  suocessful  speech  of  my 
hotit  Friend,  I  am  sure  that  this  House 
will  feel  that  I  rise  under  no  ordinary  diffi- 
culty to  second  the  Address  which  he  has 
moved  to  Her  Gracious  Majesty.  Sir» 
though  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  this  House  now  for  nearly  thirteen 
years,  this  is  the  first  occasion  that  I  have 
ventured  to  offer  myself  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  ;  and  I  am  sure,  under  these 
circumstances,  I  shall  meet  with  the  kind 
indulgence  of  the  House  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duty  which  I  have  undertaken  with 
great  reluctance — with  great  reluctance, 
from  a  sense  of  my  inability  to  address  the 
House,  but  with  great  satisfaction,  as  a 
Member  for  the  city  of  London,  in  giving 
my  cordial  support  and  confidence  to  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  under  the  firm  per- 
suasion that  they  will  continue  to  do  every- 
thing on  their  part  to  maintain  the  high 
character  and  peaceful  influence  of  the 
nation  abroad,  and  the  contentment  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  at  home,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  they  will  enforce  reform 
and  retrenchment  in  every  department  of 
the  State,  consistent  with  the  safety  and 
the  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  this  great 
empire.  No  one  more  deeply  sympathises 
than  I  do  with  our  Gracious  Sovereign,  in 
Her  deep  affliction  at  the  decease  of  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Adelaide.  I  fully  concur 
in  the  sentiment  that  Her  late  Majesty 
had  justly  endeared  Herself  to  this  country 
by  Her  piety,  her  charities,  and  Her  ex- 
emplary virtues,  and  that  Her  name  will 
be  long  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  king- 
dom. Her  Majesty  states  that  She  recurs 
with  great  satisfaction  to  the  advice  of 
Her  Parliament*  The  first  meeting  of  the 
present  Parliament  occurred  little  more 
than  two  years  ago,  and  I  remember  that, 
on  that  occasion,  instead  of  the  hon.  Mover 
congratulating  the  House  on  the  state  of 
the  country,  he  was  necessarily  compelled 
to  begin  his  speech  by  lamenting  the  great 
distress  which  prevailed  in  the  trading  and 
manufacturing  districts  of  the  kingdom, 
many  mills  in  that  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represented  being  stopped,  and 
the  operatives  thrown  out  of  work.  I 
think  I  may  feel  justified  in  saying  that, 
at  no  period  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
has  the  House  met  under  more  gratifying 
circumstances  than  at  the  present  moment. 
When  we  reflect  that  two  years  ago  the 
great  commercial  interests  of  this  oountnr 
had  paised  through  an  ordeal  which  shook 


some  of  the  most  potent  commercial  houseg 
in  the  world,  and  threatened  others  with  a 
similar  fate,  I  think  we  may  congratulato 
ourselves  that  in  so  short  a  time  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country  has  been  so  firmly 
re-established.  I  am  happy  to  say,  as  the 
representative  of  the  city  of  London,  that 
I  believe  at  no  period  has  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  city  been  in  a  better  con* 
dition;  and  not  in  London  alone,  or  in  the 
other  great  commercial  emporiums  of  the 
country,  but  in  the  most  remote  towns  and 
manufacturing  districts  we  have  evidence 
of  an  increased  and  greatly  extended 
trade,  giving  full  means  of  employment  to 
the  people,  whose  improved  means  and  con- 
dition are  evidenced  by  the  growing  state 
of  the  revenue.  At  the  same  time,  I  deeply 
lament  with  Her  Majesty  that  causes  of 
complaint  exist  in  the  agricultural  distnctSi 
I  had  the  honour  to  represent  a  borough 
closely  connected  with  an  important  agri* 
cultural  county,  and,  from  my  knowledge 
not  only  of  the  landed  proprietors,  but 
also  of  the  farmers  of  the  district,  I  con- 
fess I  should  be  one  of  the  last  persons  to 
witness  the  distress  of  that  body  with 
feelings  of  indifiierence.  I  believe  the 
farmers  to  be  a  peaceable,  loyal,  and  in- 
dustrious class  ;  and,  as  such,  well  de- 
serving of  the  favour  of  this  House.  But, 
though  I  say  that,  I  fear  I  cannot  go  far- 
ther and  agree  with  the  means  which 
have  been  suggested  as  a  remedy  for  the 
distress  which  prevails.  I  fear  that  if  they 
were  led  to  believe  that  this  House  could, 
by  any  legislative  measure,  reimpose  the 
duties  which  have  been  taken  away,  they 
would  find  themselves  deceived;  for  I  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  this  country  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  again  to  have  their 
food  taxed,  nor  do  I  think  that  any  Go- 
vernment would  propose  it,  or  any  Parlia- 
ment sanction  it.  I  confess,  however,  that 
when  speaking  of  free  trade,  I  am  reluctant 
to  say  much  on  the  subject;  because  1 
have  observed,  with  some  pain,  that  par- 
ties who  are  willing  to  believe  that  free 
trade  has  benefited  the  country,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  inimical  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. I  fear  it  is  supposed  that  the 
repeal  of  the  corn  laws  was  eflccted  to 
lower  the  landed  interest  and  to  depress 
the  farmer,  but  to  benefit  the  manufacturer* 
So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  nothing  but  the  most  over- 
whelming sense  of  public  duty,  and  the  stem 
necessities  of  the  country,  could  have  car^ 
ried  that  measure.  My  hon.  Friend  has 
said  BO  much  upon  this  point,  that  it  is 
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unnecessary  for  me  to  detain  the  House 
further  with  respect  to  it;  but  without  re- 
ferring to  returns  which  were  open  to  every 
other  Member  of  the  House,  I  may  refer 
to  one  which  I  received  in  my  position  as 
a  magistrate  of  the  city  of  London,  which 
shows  not  only  that  cheap  food  affords 
abundant  employment  to  the  people,  but 
that  it  tends  to  diminish  pauperism  and  to 
lessen  crime.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  offi- 
cial return,  which  T  received  yesterday  from 
the  governor  of  Newgate;  and  though  my 
hon.  Friend  has  already  quoted  similar  re- 
turns, embracing  all  England,  I  think  that 
this  return  is  the  more  striking  when  wc 
consider  that  the  idle,  the  dissolute,  and 
the  unemployed  are  generally  to  be  found 
in  the  metropolis  of  the  empire.  The  total 
number  of  prisoners  committed  to  Newgate 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1849,  were  2,464,  being  a  decrease 
from  the  previous  year  of  no  less  than  593, 
or  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number.  This 
shows  the  diminution  in  a  most  striking 
manner,  as  this  gaol  includes  the  whole 
district  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cen- 
tral Criminal  Court.  I  may  also  read  a 
letter,  which  was  not  sent  to  me  prepara- 
tory to  my  speech  in  this  House,  for  I  was 
desirous  to  confine  my  observations  to  what 
I  myself  knew,  and  not  to  trouble  the 
House  with  information  which  was  equally 
open  to  other  Members  of  the  House;  but 
I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  my  hon. 
friend  the  mayor  of  Manchester,  which  I 
think  of  importance  sufficient  to  deserve 
the  attention  of  the  House.     He  says — 

"  I  have  a  strong  impression  that  the  opera- 
tives of  this  district  were  never,  at  any  former 
period,  more  fiilly  employed,  more  comfortable  in 
a  social  point  of  view,  or  better  disposed  than  now. 
The  rate  of  wages  is,  I  believe,  satisfactory  ;  and 
the  cheapness  of  the  necessaries  of  life — in  food 
and  clothing — has  wonderfully  improved  their  con- 
dition. The  hat  trade  is  rather  an  exception  to 
this  rule,  though  but  few  people  are  employed 
therein,  and  the  depression  is  easily  accounted  for. 
1  have  never,  during  my  mayoralty,  had  one  hour's 
uneasiness  about  the  peace  of  this  district.  The 
speculation  in  cotton,  and  its  high  price,  now  in- 
terfere with  the  prospects  of  our  master  manufac- 
turers and  spinners,  and  I  think  few  are  making 
money;  nevertheless  the  trade  of  1849  must,  on 
the  whole,  bo  considered  very  satisfactory.  Our 
own  experience  in  the  home  trade  leads  me  also 
to  think  that  the  demand  from  the  agricultural 
districts  has  not  indicated  that  distress  of  which 
we  have  recently  heard  so  much." 

Now,  if  the  general  trade  and  business  of 

the   country  continue   in   this  prosperous 

-condition,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  prosperity 

''^ill  speedily  find  its  way  to  agriculture; 

and  for  ipy  part,  I  see  no  reason  to  antici- 


pate that  the  present  low  prices  for  agri- 
cultural produce  will  be  continued.     I  re- 
member when  the  measure  for  repealing 
the  com  laws  was  passing  through  this 
House,  great  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained of  an  immense  supply  of  com  from 
the  continent  of  America;    hut  it  hap- 
pened that  I  was  at  Liverpool  on  the  day 
when  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  late  American  Mi- 
nister, left  this  country.     1  had  some  con- 
versation "mill  that  gentleman  hefore  he 
embarked,  and  in  the  course  of  it  he  gare 
it  as  his  confident  opinion  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  America  to  send  any  con- 
siderable quantity  of  com  to  this  country 
at  a  price  less  than  one  ranging  between 
4:5s.  and  505.  a  quarter.     I  do,  therefore, 
hope  that  the  demand  for  food  will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  and  that  in  this   fact 
alone  the  farmers  will  find  an   improre- 
mcnt  in  their  prices.     At  the  same  time 
I  am  most  happy  to  concur  with  my  hon. 
Fnend  as  to  the  results  of  free  trade  in  re- 
ference to  the  importation  of  com;  because 
it  was  supposed  that  not  one  extra  hale  of 
goods  would  be  sent  out  of  this  country  in 
return   for  the  com   imported  ;    that  no- 
thing but  bullion  would  be  taken  hj  the 
foreigners.     On  the  other  hand  free  trade 
has  proved  that  at  no  period   has   com- 
merce made  so  rapid,  so  solid,  a  progress 
as   since   the  passing   of  the    free-trade 
measure;   while  the  stock  of  bullion  was 
never  so  large,  nor  capital  so  abundant  and 
so  easy  in  the   commerce   of   the  world. 
But  I  will  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  point 
except  to  repeat  my  hope  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial classes  would  soon  be  shared  hj  the 
agricultural  interest.     There  is  one  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  to  which  it  is 
my  duty  to  advert — the  expression  of  Her 
Majesty's  gratitude  to  Divine  Proyidence 
that   the  recent  visitation  of  the  cholera 
has  so  soon  abated;   and  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  feel  that  one  of  our  first  and 
most  sacred  duties  is  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
tect the  health  of  the  people,  who  have 
sliown,  by  their  exemplary  conduct,  that 
they  are  animated  by  feelings  of  obedience 
to  the  law  and  loyalty  to  the  Crowu.     I 
must  also  say,  that  I  am  gratified  to  find 
Her  Majesty  contemplates  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  Parliamentary  electors 
of  Ireland;  but,  1  confess  I  should  have 
been  better  pleased  if  wa  had  had 
intimation  that  a  simiK 
be  extended  to  this  f*-  - 
hope  that  the  Govern 
consider  whether  or 
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still  left  in  this  country,  which  hare  nei- 
ther the  privilege  of  a  borough  franchise, 
nor  of  sharing  in  the  county  representation, 
may  not  now  have  conferred  upon  them 
the  privilege  of  voting  for  Members  of 
Parliament.  I  cannot  sit  down  without 
referring  to  the  navigation  laws,  because 
I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  against  the 
Government  when  that  question  was  be- 
fore the  House.  I  considered  at  the  time 
that  it  was  a  hazardous  experiment ;  but 
I  am  now  happy  to  find,  from  the  Speech 
we  have  heard  from  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty,  that  several  of  the  foreign 
Powers  have  already  conceded  to  us  the 
advantages  we  have  conferred  upon  them, 
and  that  it  is  hoped  others  will  take  steps 
to  follow  their  example  ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  confirm  the  statement  which  my  hon. 
Friend  has  made  respecting  the  activity 
and  progress  that  is  now  apparent  in  all 
the  dock  and  building  yards  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  in  the  port  of  Sunderland, 
with  which  I  was  long  connected.  At  no 
time  have  there  been  so  many  ships  in 
progress,  and  at  no  period  have  so  few 
been  built  on  speculation,  but  almost  the 
whole  of  them  to  order,  being  at  the  same 
time  a  class  of  ships  that  are  far  superior 
to  any  that  have  been  built  heretofore.  I 
may  add,  that  the  energy,  the  enterprise, 
and  the  character  of  British  shipowners, 
as  well  as  the  class  of  their  ships,  will 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  superiority 
in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world.  With 
respect  to  our  foreign  relations,  I  heartily 
share  in  the  feelings  expressed  by  my 
hon.  Friend;  and  I  trust  that  the  noble 
Lord  who  so  ably  conducts  our  foreign 
affairs,  will  still  be  able  to  maintain  the 
best  understanding  with  the  Government 
of  France,  and  to  leave  to  us  the  blessings 
of  peace  for  ages  to  come.  I  am  quite 
sure  the  House  will  be  as  unwilling  as  I 
am  myself  that  I  should  further  trespass 
upon  their  attention — ["No,  no!"] — but 
I  cannot  sit  down  without  thanking  them 
for  the  indulgence  they  have  shown  me, 
and  without  expressing  a  cordial  response 
to  the  wish  expressed  by  Her  Majesty, 
that  by  combining  liberty  with  order — by 
preserviog  what  is  valuable,  and  amending 
vluit  ia  defective — the  fabric  of  our  insti- 
maj  be  sustained,  and  this  country 
the  abode  and  the  shelter  of  a 
people. 

•OPE        I,  that  he  felt 

e,       ecially  to 

ii        in  taking 

'  with- 


in the  last  few  years — of  proposing  the  ad- 
dition of  a  few  words  to  a  passage  in  Her 
Majesty's  Speech.  He  ought,  too,  to  apo- 
logise, perhaps,  for  intruding  upon  the 
House;  but  he  would  endeavour  to  make 
his  statement  as  brief  and  concise  as  pos- 
sible, whilst  he  endeavoured  to  lay  before 
them  the  case  of  a  very  numerous  class  of 
their  fellow-subjects  that  were  suffering  se- 
vere distress,  and  to  whose  complaints  he 
gave  sincere  and  hearty  credence.  He  felt 
also  that  some  apology  was  due  from  him 
to  the  House  on  another  ground,  namely, 
because,  with  the  exception  of  the  point  to 
which  he  was  presently  going  to  refer,  there 
was  so  much  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  in 
which  he  heartily  concurred,  and  in  which 
he  was  sure  that  concurrence  was  shared 
by  those  who  were  sitting  around  him. 
They  felt,  in  common  with  all  in  that 
House,  and  with  the  nation  at  large,  senti- 
ments of  the  deepest  condolence  with  the 
Throne  on  the  loss  which  all  had  sustained 
in  the  death  of  the  lamented  Queen  Ade- 
laide, for  they  had  all  known  how  extensive 
were  her  charities,  how  great  was  her  kind^- 
ness  of  heart,  and  how  exemplary  and  vir- 
tuous her  character.  In  the  next  passage 
of  the  Speech  Her  Majesty  had  informed 
them  that  she  happily  continued  in  peace 
with  foreign  Powers.  In  all  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty had  said  on  that  head  they  all  agreed; 
and  they  were  happy  in  receiving  the  assu- 
rance that  the  diSferences  between  Austria 
and  Russia,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  on  the  other,  had,  in  some  de- 
gree, been  brought  to  a  happy  issue  by  the 
employment  of  the  good  offices  of  this  coun- 
try. Her  Majesty  further  stated,  that  she 
had  been  engaged  in  communications  with 
foreign  States  upon  the  measures  which 
might  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  restrictions  formerly  imposed  by 
the  navigation  laws  of  this  country;  and 
that  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  of  Sweden  had  promptly 
taken  steps  to  secure  to  British  ships  in  the 
ports  of  their  respective  countries  advan- 
tages similar  to  those  which  their  own  ships 
now  enjoyed  in  British  ports.  Now,  in  all 
this  they  heartily  concurred,  and  as  the 
measure  for  the  repeal  of  the  navigation 
laws  had  passed  into  a  law,  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  good  subject  to  wish  for  its 
success;  and  he  hoped  that  it  might  be 
found  that  the  British  marine  might  not  be 
rendered  less  efficient  in  consequence  of  it. 
In  the  next  passage  Her  Majesty  had  re- 
ferred to  the  ravages  of  that  awful  disease, 
the  cholera^  in  the  coarse  of  the  summer 
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and  autumn  of  the  past  year;  and  he  would 
Bar*  that  he  helieved  that  thcj  were  much 
indchtcd  to  the  GoTcmment  for  the  mca- 
■ures  which  they  had  taken  to  stay  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  pestilence,   and  thought  he 
might  assure  them  that  they  would,  if  they 
considered  any  fresh  measures  on  such  a 
Buhject  essential,  and  were  prepared  with 
any,   receive   a   willing    concurrence   and 
Bupport  from  that  side  of  the  House;  for 
the  classes  of  this  country  who  were  the 
least  ahle  to  help  themselves  had,  it  could 
not  but  he  admitted,  the  greatest  claim  on 
their  sympathy  and  assistance.     Ilcr  Ma- 
jesty had  further  observed,  that  She  had, 
in  her  late  visit  to  Ireland,   derived  the 
highest  gratification  from  the  loyalty  and 
attachment  manifested  by  all  classes  of  Her 
subjects.     That  gratification,  he  was  sure, 
was  shared  by  all  who  heard  him;  and  when 
Her  Majesty  added,  that  although  the  ef- 
fects of  former  years  of  scarcity  were  pain- 
fully felt  in  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, they  were  mitigated  by  the  present 
abundance   of  food,    and   the  tranquillity 
which  prevailed,   in  these    remarks   they 
could  all   sincerely   and  cordially  concur. 
The  next  paragraph  of  the  Speech  began 
with  the  observation  that  Her  Majesty  had 
groat  satisfaction  in  congratulating  them  on 
the  improved  condition  of  commerce  and 
manufactures.    Here,  too,  he  could  concur, 
as  could  also  the  great  party  with  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  act;  and  he  was  sure 
that  the  large  constituency  he  represented 
in  that  House  would  likewise  rejoice  to  hear 
that  this  was  the  case;  all  they  asked  was, 
that  some  portion  of  this  prosperity  might 
be  reflected  upon  themselves,  which  was 
certainly  not  the  case  just  now,  except  as 
regarded  one  article,  in  which  there  had 
undoubtedly  been    considerable    improve- 
ment of  late.     He  alluded  to  the  article  of 
wool — in  respect  of  which  they  had  cer- 
tainly received  a  considerable  accession  of 
price  in  the  last  few  months;  and  though 
the  price  was  very  low  at  the  last  clip  time, 
it  had  since  risen  by  some  25  or  30  per 
cent.     But  when  Her  Majesty  proceeded  to 
Bay— 

"It  is  with  regret  that  Iler  Majesty  has  oh- 
■eryod  the  complaints  which,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Utigdom,  have  proceeded  from  the  owners  and  oc- 
cupiers  of  land;   Her  Majesty   greatly  laments 
that  any  portion  of  Her  subjects  should  he  suffer- 
ing distress;  but  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratifica- 
tion to  ller  Majesty  to  witness  the  increased  en- 
joyment of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
which  cheapness  and  plenty  haYO  bestowed  u^wn 
the  great  body  of  her  people  ;" — 

l^e  muBt  Bay,  ho  hardly  thought  that  com- 


plaints issuing  from  overy  county  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland — Ireland  was  too  much 
absorbed  with  an  important  grievance  of  her 
own,  the   new  poor-law,  to  take  up  this 
question — should  be  treated  with  so  much 
indifference.      There  was  not   a   county, 
from  Cornwall  to  Caithness,  but  had  spoken 
of  the  difficulty  under  which  agriculture 
was  labouring.     His  own  county  liad  met 
last  Friday,  and  a  more  imposing  assem- 
bly  he   had   never   witnessed    than   that 
which    he    then    beheld    in    the     Castle- 
yard    at    Lincoln,   where   not    less   thsn 
15,000   people  were   present   during  the 
meeting,  and  no  fewer  than  20,000  personi 
had  entered  the  city  of  Lincoln   on  that 
day  with  the  view  of  joininff  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  occasion.     They  had  been 
told  there  was  to  be  a  formidable  opposition 
from  some  tradesmen  in  the  city  of  Lin- 
coln, whose  opinions  were  more  in  aceor- 
dance  with  those  of  the  defunct  Anti-Cora 
Law  League  than  of  those  who  were  their 
customers;   and  he  believed  that  a  well- 
known  agitator,  who  had  been  a  member 
of  that   body,  came  down  to   Lincoln  to 
take  counsel  with  those  who  were  about  to 
propose  amendments  on  the  resolutions  at 
the  meeting.      That  gentleman,  however, 
did  not  think  fit  to  stay  to  meet  the  fium* 
crs  of  Lincolnshire — finding,  no  doubt,  that 
he  must  not  expect  any  support,  and  avoid- 
ing, very  wisely,  giving  cause  or  occasion 
for  the  eliciting  of  angry  and  acrimonions 
feeling.     The  consequence  was  that  that 
great  body  of  persons  had  held  their  meet- 
ing in  perfect  peace— opinions  were  fairij 
expressed  and   discussed,  every  man  was 
heard,  and  the  majority  was  uncountable, 
whilst  the  minority  might  be  summed  up 
in  a  very  small  space.      The   resolutions 
might  be  said  to  have  been  carried  all  but 
unanimously — and  the  same  proceedings 
had  been  adopted  in  many  other  counties ; 
in  some,  he  regretted  to  havo  observed, 
with  an  acrimony  of  speech,  and  in  some 
with  a  violence  of  conduct,  which  could  not 
advance  any  cause.     They  had  in  Lincoln- 
shire avoided  that,  and  had  discussed  the 
question  in  a  calm  but,  at  the  same  time, 
an  unmistakcable  tone— in  atone,  in  short, 
in  which  they  meant  to  abide,  and  still 
further  to  press  their  claim  to  he  heard, 
and  to  havo  their  complaints  considered — 
for  they  were  of  opinion  that  representing, 
as  the  agriculturists  did,  so  numerous  and 
important  a  body  in  the  country,  they  had 
not  been  met  with  that  attention  to  which 
they  had  so  just  a  claim.     They  thought 
those  complaints  had  been  treated  ynA 
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something  of  levity,  and,  indeed,  with  a 
feeling  akin  to  disrespect.  Thej  did  not 
find  there  was  any  disposition  evinced  to 
listen  to  them.  They  had  not,  in  this 
passage  of  the  Speech,  one  word  of  re- 
dress, though  many  modes  of  redress  had 
heen  pointed  out  hy  them.  They  had 
scarcely  received  a  word  of  condolence — 
but  that  they  did  not  ask,  and  they  cared  not 
for  their  pity,  if  they  would  only  give  them 
the  relief  they  required  and  were  entitled 
to.  The  hon.  Mover  of  the  Address  had 
referred  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  to 
many  written  authorities,  and  to  many  sta- 
tistics ;  hut  he  (Sir  J.  Trollope)  would  not 
on  that  occasion  trouble  the  House  with 
anything  of  that  description;  though,  were 
it  necessary  to  do  so,  he  could  lay  before 
them  many  very  important  documents  with 
reference  to  the  cost  of  production  and 
other  points  connected  with  this  question. 
Such  a  course  would,  however,  occupy 
much  of  their  time,  and  would  not  be  of 
service.  The  hon.  Mover  had  stated  that 
the  true  reason  for  the  abolition  of  the 
corn  laws  was,  that  England  did  not  pro- 
duce enough  to  feed  her  own  people;  but 
he  (Sir  J.  Trollope)  at  all  events  could  not 
plead  guilty  to  that  charge — it  was  a 
charge  that  could  not  by  any  means  be 
brought  against  the  north-eastern  counties 
of  England — because  it  was  with  them  a 
pride  and  boast  that  they  had  cultivated 
every  comer  of  the  land— and  brought 
every  acre  of  waste  under  culture — and  all 
this  by  the  skilful  application  of  great 
capital.  The  most  sterile  heath  and  boggy 
fens  had  been  converted  into  fertile  districts 
through  the  application  of  great  capital; 
and  now  that  they  asked  them  to  compete 
with  all  the  world,  of  course  their  capital 
was  diminished,  for  as  the  returns  of  their 
capital  were  diminished,  the  consequence 
was  that  their  capital  itself  grew  less. 
Indeed,  in  one  of  the  north-eastern  coun- 
ties, a  work  of  drainage  was  going  on, 
namely,  that  of  the  Middle  Bedford  Level, 
on  which  not  much  less  than  half  a  million 
of  money  would  be  expended,  and  which 
would  turn  the  land  into  a  district  of  the 
greatost  possible  fertility.  He  could  well 
remember  the  time  when  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  which  he  was  speaking  was  an 
oat-growing  county,  it  was  now  a  wheat- 
growing  county — a  bread-growing  county 
— for  more  wheat  was  now  sold  in  Wis- 
beach  and  Boston  markets  than  in  any 
markets  of  the  kingdom — and  all  this,  let 
him  repeat,  had  been  done  by  the  large 
imd  Bkuful  application  of  agricultural  capi- 


tal. He  asked  them,  then,  was  it  fair 
treatment  to  disregard  the  complaints  of 
these  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  ?  But 
were  there  no  complaints  in  other  quarters 
on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
land  ?  Let  him  go  to  the  highest  quar- 
ter, and  let  it  be  asked  whether  the  Crown 
lands  were  in  a  proper  condition?  Did 
they  make  both  ends  meet  there  with 
their  66,000  acres  of  waste  in  the  New 
Forest — in  respect  of  which  they  brought 
in  an  annual  Bill  for  expenditure,  instead 
of  showing  any  profitable  return  from  their 
property?  Why  did  they  not  turn  the 
Crown  lands  to  good  account  at  home,  as 
they  did  in  Canada  and  elsewhere  ?  Gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  land  in  Lincoln- 
shire and  elsewhere  had  been  laying  out 
every  year  for  many  years  past  a  certain 
portion  of  their  income  in  the  improvement 
of  their  properties ;  and  he  could  say  for 
himself  that,  having  been  a  landlora  for 
thirty  years,  he  had  laid  out  a  large  propor- 
tion of  his  property  in  improvements.  But 
they  did  not  come  there  as  landlords — 
they  might,  as  landlords,  be  able  to  meet 
the  times.  They  were  not  in  debt  in  his 
part  of  the  kingdom;  but  it  was  the  small 
landowners  that  would  be  the  sufferers.  In 
his  own  division  of  the  county  there  was 
from  5,000  to  6,000  small  freeholders,  and 
the  House  was  no  doubt  aware  that  more 
than  half  of  the  voters  for  the  county 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent  were  such 
men — and  were  unequalled  for  industry, 
morality,  and  loyalty  to  the  Crown — and 
these  were  the  people  who  so  lately  met  at 
Lincoln,  and  to  whom  this  question  was 
one  of  almost  life  and  death — whether  they 
should  continue  or  not  in  the  occupation  of 
their  properties,  or  be  deprived  of  their 
lands  and  their  homes.  The  hon.  Mover 
of  the  Address  said  that  lands  let  as  high 
and  sold  as  high  as  ever;  but  he  (Sir  J. 
Trollope)  could  state  that  one  gentleman, 
an  attorney,  much  connected  with  these 
freeholders,  who  in  single  parishes  some- 
times amounted  to  200  or  300 — a  class  of 
men  whom  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
Riding,  if  he  really  had  at  heart  the  exten- 
sion of  the  freehold  franchise,  ought  to 
cherish — that  gentleman  told  him  that 
many  of  these  men,  whose  estates  did  not 
average  more  than  a  house  and  garden, 
could  hardly  effect  sales  of  their  property 
at  all,  and  when  they  did,  it  was  at  a  loss 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent  from  the 
valuation  made  only  two  or  three  years  ago. 
Another  gentleman  said  they  could  find  no 
buyers  at  any  prices^  and  that  ereu  those 
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which  were  held  with  mortgages  on  them 
could  not  be  sold  for  the  price  of  the  money 
lent.  So  it  would  appear  that  this  distress 
would  at  no  distant  period  affect  the  mo- 
neyed interest  and  all  other  classes,  as  well 
as  the  agriculturists.  This  state  of  things 
would,  they  might  depend  upon  it,  reach 
them  all  in  time,  though  they  had  eighteen 
millions  in  the  Bank  of  England.  Was 
it  not  possible  tbey  might  have  again  one 
of  those  cycles  of  years  of  alternate  sun- 
shine and  cloud  ? — might  they  not  be  some 
day  exposed  to  another  crash  in  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  world?  He 
could  not  but  remember  the  time  when  col- 
lections were  made  in  the  churches  in  all 
the  agricultural  districts  in  aid  of  manu- 
facturing distress;  and  he  now  asked  them 
that  their  (the  agriculturists')  case  should 
be  considered.  He  asked  them  not  to  put 
money  in  their  pockets,  but  simply  to 
take  their  case  into  consideration.  He 
was  entrusted  with  the  proposal  of  a  few 
words  which  he  wished  to  add  to  this  part 
of  the  Address  they  were  now  considering, 
after  the  words  *'  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures.*' They  were  in  a  perfectly  respect- 
ful spirit,  and  pledged  the  House  to  no 
policy,  and  only  showed  that  the  case  of 
the  agricultural  interest  was  entitled  to 
consideration.  Now,  there  were  one  or 
two  points  in  this  passage,  on  which  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words.  The  first  point 
was,  that  they  attributed  the  distress  under 
which  they  were  labouring  to  recent  legis- 
latire  enactments.  This  was  admitted, 
both  by  the  hon.  Mover  and  Seconder  them- 
selves. They  (the  agriculturists)  further 
stated  that  this  distress  was  greatly  ag- 
gravated by  the  heavy  pressure  of  local 
taxation.  They  did  not,  however,  com- 
plain of  that  when  they  had  protection,  as 
they  were  then  in  a  better  position  to  bear 
the  burden  of  taxation ;  but  now,  when  the 
case  was  somewhat  altered  in  that  respect, 
and  prices  so  much  reduced,  men  cried  out 
lustily  on  this  subject,  when  they  found 
that  they  paid  more  than  their  neighbours, 
and  remembered  that  though  Ministers  last 
Tear  refused  inquiry  into  it,  yet  that  the 
House  admitted  it  was  possible  there  might 
be  a  heavier  pressure,  in  point  of  taxation, 
on  one  class  than  on  another,  but  that  it 
was  inconvenient  to  have  the  subject  brought 
ibrward.  Let  them  depend  upon  it, 
liowever,  that  it  would  be  brought  for- 
ward again  —  and,  when  it  was  brought 
forward,  he  trusted  the  Government  would 
fifive  it  more  attention  than  they  had  hi- 
therto done.     Let  me  now  refer  to  the  in- 


come tax.  Schedule  A  gave  7d,  in  the 
pound  on  all  realised  property;  and  if  tlus 
great  reduction  in  the  value  of  property 
continued,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not, 
he  imagined,  be  able  to  boast  of  mach  of  a 
surplus  under  that  head.  And  how  would 
they  deal  with  Schedule  B,  which  pro- 
ceeded on  the  arbitrary  system  of  taxing 
tenants  occupying  farms  on  the  principle  of 
profits  taken  at  half  the  rent  ?  But  tenants 
told  them  they  had  no  profits  at  all.  If  that 
is  true,  they  ought  to  scratch  Schedale  B  out 
of  the  Act,  or  else  place  the  farmers  in  Sche- 
dule D,  and  let  them  make  their  own  re- 
turn. They  would  thus  arrive  at  a  more 
accurate  view  of  the  truth  than  they  now 
did.  It  was,  indeed,  an  arbitrary  principle 
on  which  they  now  proceeded  with  the 
farmer,  to  calculate  his  profits  at  half  his 
rent,  for  if  he  had  the  misfortune  to  hare  a 
bad  landlord,  he  had  a  hard  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  into  the  bargain.  No;  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  revise  his  in- 
come tax  if  prices  were  to  remain  as  low 
as  they  now  were.  But  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  a  source 
of  sincere  gratification  to  Her  Majesty  to 
witness  the  increased  enjoyment  of  the  ne- 
cessaries and  comforts  of  life  which  cheap- 
ness and  plenty  had  bestowed  upon  the 
great  body  of  Her  people.  Now,  he  was 
not  in  the  condition  of  having  the  sight  of 
returns  furnished  by  the  Government  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  had 
been  with  reference  to  the  returns  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board;  but  he  knew  that  a  cer- 
tain return  had  been  asked  for  from  the 
different  unions  of  the  country,  and  he  had 
had  the  order  before  him  in  the  union  with 
which  he  was  connected.  That  return  he 
had  not  yet  seen,  but  he  had  paid  great 
attention  to  all  matters  connected  with  the 
poor-law  in  his  own  county,  and  in  regard 
to  the  Stamford  union,  within  which  he 
resided,  and  which  comprehended  several 
parishes  covering  a  large  district  of  coun- 
try, he  was  enabled  to  say  that  they 
had  not  long  ago  from  40  to  50  people 
more  than  in  any  previous  year — whilst 
in  the  Spalding  union  —  a  district  fa- 
vourable to  the  employment  of  labour — 
they  had  100  more  than  at  the  corre- 
spounding  period  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  in  the  Sleaford  union  no  fewer  than 
103  more.  Besi<  -1  ,  tl  9re  were  in  the 
gaol  for  the  par*«  " 
of  the  greateS' 
it  ever  held 
confined  for 
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committed  under  tha  pressure  of  distress — 
cases  of  vagrancy,  of  pottj  plunder,  and 
poaching.  For  to  the  honour  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  district  be  it  said,  that,  in  spite 
of  the  great  prevailing  distress,  there  were 
only  four  prisoners  for  trial  at  the  last 
quarter-sessions — the  united  value  of  the 
property  for  which  they  were  tried  being 
not  more  than  10s.  A  man,  a  mechanic, 
lately  came  to  him  out  of  work  for  seve- 
ral weeks,  so  that  he  had  eihauated  his 
credit,  and  knew  not  what  to  do.  He 
(Sir  J.  TroUope)  was  reluctantly  compell- 
ed to  advise  him  to  go  into  the  union 
house  ;  but  the  man  replied  that  he  had 
ratber  starve  than  break  up  his  Lome, 
and  go  into  the  workhouse ;  and  he  did 
not  go  into  it.  And  were  thoy  to  discour- 
age such  feelings  as  these  ?  The  distress 
that  prevailed  had  been  largely  met  by  the 
farmers  and  landowners,  who  had  employed 
the  people  in  works  of  drainage,  and  on 
their  forms,  and  on  the  highways.  And 
thus  the  list  of  the  returns  from  the  poor- 
law  unions  did  altogether  indicate  the 
distress  of  the  rural  districts.  With  re- 
epect  to  Leicester  and  the  stocking  wea- 
Tcra,  who  were  reported  to  be  so  well  off, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Nottingham  was  not  very 
far  from  it,  where  there  had  been,  till  lately, 
severe  distress  for  a  long  time  past.  Let 
it,  however,  not  be  forgotten  that  both  the 
Leicester  and  Nottingham  trades  are  pro- 
tected trades.  They  had  a  protecting  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  and  therefore  did  not  come 
under  the  category  of  free  trade;  nor,  in- 
deed, had  they  anything  that  did,  except 
the  produce  of  land,  and  perhaps  cotton. 
Why,  they  had  no  free  trade ;  if  they 
had,  why  not  pull  down  their  custom- 
houses? What  would  they  do  with  the 
malt  tax !  Ho  had  never  yet  advocated 
the  remission  of  that  tax;  but  now  the 
queation  was  becoming  a  very  different 
one,  when  barley,  the  raw  material  of 
which  they  made  the  malt,  was  of  very 
little  more  value  than  the  heavy  duty 
upon  it.  It  now  amounted  to  90  per  cent 
upon  the  price  of  barley,  and  under  the 

S resent  condition  of  the  agriculturists   it 
eserved  consideration  and  revision.     He 
himaell  fliil  tint  approve  of  feeding  cattle 
'ml  others  did,  and  they  should 
e  enabled  to  nake  malt  of  their  barley  if 
;o  do  BO.     If  they  were  to 
let  them  have  every  trade 
I  applied  to  land  of  late 
vreft    ■  than  it  had  ever 
iras  acknowledged 
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and  acted  upon  in  the  district  of  England 
with  which  he  waa  connected.  Tbey  had 
there  a  system  of  what  was  colled  "  freo 
farming,'  which  meant  that  the  tenant 
was  not  restricted  as  to  the  mode  of  culti- 
vation to  be  adopted  by  him,  and  taking  care 
to  have  men  of  capital  and  skill  for  tenants. 
Perhaps  they  talked  louder  than  many 
other  parts  of  the  country,  hut  it  was  be- 
cause, having  done  all  these  things,  they 
were,  when  the  pressure  nevertheless  came 
upon  them,  in  a  position  to  call  out  with< 
out  deserving  the  imputations  that  were  so 
profusely  thrown  against  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  soil.  With  respect,  again, 
to  the  Speech  under  discussion,  ho  hoped 
the  House  would  bear  with  him  whilst  he 
made  a  few  more  remarks  upon  the  next 
passage  in  that  Speech.  Her  Majesty,  ad- 
dressing the  House  of  Commons,  said  She 
had  directed  the  estimates  for  the  year 
to  be  laid  before  (hem.  They  had  been 
framed,  Her  Majesty  informed  them,  with 
a  strict  regard  to  economy,  while  the  va- 
rious branches  of  the  public  service  had 
not  been  neglected.  He  was  most  anxious 
to  impress  upon  the  Government  the  fact 
that  the  general  depression  of  prices  must 
mako  all  of  them  economical,  and  those 
who  applied  this  principle  to  their  private 
affairs  ought  to  enforce  it  on  the  State. 
When  gentlemen  found  their  private  re- 
sources diminished  and  deranged,  and  were 
thus  obliged  to  economise,  could  they  be 
blamed  for  dealing  out  the  same  measure 
to  the  Government  ?  He,  for  one,  should 
in  future  bo  one  of  the  moat  rigid  econo- 
mists in  that  House.  The  whole  body  of 
the  farmers  of  England  were  of  the  same 
mind  as  himself,  and  they  would  enforce 
the  strictest  economy  in  every  department 
of  national  expenditure.  The  Government 
had  dealt  out  a  strict  measure  of  justice, 
as  it  was  called,  to  them,  and  they  would 
take  care  that  the  expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try was  carried  on  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  strict  justice.  Talk  of  feeding 
the  people!  Were  not  the  ogricultunBts 
part  of  the  people  ?  Nay,  more,  did  they 
not  take  the  greater  share  of  the  national 
burdens;  and  who  was  more  intei^stcd  in 
a  diminution  of  expenditure  than  the  agri- 
culturists ?  Depend  upon  it,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  agricultural  interest  would 
be  found  the  most  unflioching  economists 
in  that  House.  He  was  no  prac^sed 
speaker,  and  had  no  claims  upon  the  House 
in  consequence  of  his  oratorical  powers;  but 
he  spoke  from  a  long  experience,  and 
stated  only  that  which  hia  practical  know- 
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ledge  enabled  him  to  ascertain.     He  could 
remember,  as  a  landowner  and  cultivator, 
the  distress  of  1822,  and  tho  still  lower 
prices  of  1835;  but  tlioso  seasons  of  de- 
pression arose  from  different  causes.     In 
1822  the  prices  of  some  kinds  of  produce, 
oats  and  barley  for  instance,  were  lower 
than  even  at  the  present  time,  and  tho  price 
of  meat  was  not  more  than  from  3(2.  to  4(2. 
per  pound.  En  passant,  he  could  tell  them 
that  in  the  past  year  the  graziers  of  England 
had  sold  the  greater  part  of  their  meat  at  4d. 
to  5d,  per  lb.,  although  the  inhabitants  of 
the  metropolis  had  been  paying  Id,  and  Sd, 
That,  however,  was  their  affair.     In  1822 
there  were  great  reductions  of  rent  all  over 
the  kingdom.     He  had  reduced  his,   and 
they  had  never  been  raised  again  to  the  full 
extent.    Many  farms  were  given  up;  whole 
parishes   went  out  of  cultivation,  to  his 
knowledge,  in  Cambridgeshire  and  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  the  inhabitants  and  tho 
poor  had  to  be  maintained  out  of  capital. 
Might  not  such  a  state  of  things   occur 
again  ?     Would  not  the  present  legislation 
have  a  great  tendency  to  produce  such  a 
result,   by  impoverishing  continually  this 
branch  of  industry;  and  must  it  not  also 
have  a  tendency  to  endanger  the  security 
of  property  and  of  the  State  ?     lie  was 
aware  that  the  distress  then  prevalent  was 
attributed  to  legislative  causes,  to  the  effects 
of  the  Bill  introduced  in  1819  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth. 
He  was  not  going  to  make  a  currency 
speech,  however;  he  should  leave  that  part 
of  the  question  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Warwickshire.     But  tlie  principle  of 
that  Bill  was  relaxed,  and  things  went  right 
again.      That  period   of  depression   was 
followed  by  one    of  prosperity,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  that  day 
ivas  greatly  elated.     He  trusted  his  right 
hon.  Friend  opposite,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Bzchequer,  would  not  find  his  elation  subject 
to  BO  speedy  a  fall — for  directly  afterwards 
there  was  then  a  terrible  depression,  not  only 
of  the  agricultural,  but  of  all  tho  industrial 
interests.  In  that  day,  however,  legislative 
relief  was  afforded,  things  righted  thcm- 
aelres,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  tlie 
agricultural  depression.     Again,  in  1835 
i^nd  1836  wheat  was  almost  unsaleable.  lie 
oould  not  sell  his,  but,   mixed  with  other 
food,  was  obliged  to  use  it  to  feed  animals. 
That  was  not  caused  by  any  overwhelming 
foreign  importation,  but  by  that  most  whole- 
Bomo  of  all  causes,  plenty  at  home — the 
unparalleled  abundance  of  the  harvests  of 
two  consecutive  years.     That  was  tho  true 


and  legitimate  source  of  cheapnesi.  but  it 
led  to  a  great  outcry.     The  farmers  fltmg« 
gled   on,    and   after  a  time  prices    rose. 
The  next  period  in  which  the  agriculturists 
were   directly  concerned  was  that  of  the 
famine   in   Ireland ;    and  then   thej    sU 
to  a  man,  and,  indeed,  he  believed  everj 
man  iu  the  country,  raised  their  roices  in 
favour  of  opening    the  porta.      But  how 
to   deal  with  present   circumstances  was 
now  the  question,  and  that  without  delay, 
for  the  difficulties  of  their  position  seemed 
to  them  every  day  to  be  growing  hirger 
and  more  formidable.     He  saw  no  way  of 
dealing  with    present   circumstances   but 
that  of  reconsidering  the  whole  question  of 
imports.     The  state  of  the  agricultural  ia- 
terest  must  bo  fairly  met.     When  a  most 
important  interest  of  the  community  was 
sutfbring,  when  it  experienced  a  great  de- 
clension in  social  position,  when  its  culti- 
vators were  no  longer  able  to  employ  the 
labourers  themselves,  and  its  owners  were 
on  the  Ycrge  of  ruin,  surely  it  was  Ume  for 
the  Government  to  do  something.     Would 
they  leave  them  to  such  resources  as  those 
offered  by  the  philanthropic  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman near  him — the  Member  for  South 
Wilts — to  tho  distressed  needlewomen  ?  a 
resource  which,   while  it  deprived    those 
who  wcro  sent  from  their  native  land  of 
all  the  cherished  associations  of  home  and 
kindred,    did    not,   in   his    opinion,    offer 
any  real  relief.     If  a  number  of  lahourers 
were  thus  removed,  the  vacuum  would  soon 
be  filled  up,  and  those  who  were  gone  would 
probably  be  those  who  would  be  hest  left 
behind.     Voluntary  emigration  was  going 
on  at  an  astonishing  rate,  and  that  not  only 
took  out  of  the  country  the  most  energetic 
and  skilful  agriculturists  and  labourers,  but 
that  very  capital  which  should  be  laid  out 
on  the  land  at  home.     The  skilled  artisan, 
the  small  landowner,  and  the  fanner,  were, 
ho  had  always  been  taught  to  conBider,  the 
strength  of  the  country,  and  in  this  crisis 
we  could  ill  afford  to  lose  them.     This  sys- 
tem had  now  gone  on  for  some  time  in  Ire- 
land; and  did  any  one  suppose  that  the  men 
thus  transported  across  the  Atlantic  bore  any 
feeling  towards  the  mother  country  but  that 
of  hate  ?    If  ever  this  country  should  have 
a  quarrel  with  that  great  and  powerful  Re- 
public tho  United  States,  they  would  find 
their  bitterest  enemies  wore  the  expatriated 
Irish — men  who,  if  they  had  been  valued 
as  they  ought  at  home,  would  hare  been 
now  the  stay  of  England.     Ho  had  lived 
in  early  life  in  Ireland,  and  had  frequently 
I  visited  it  since ;  he  had  experienced  from 
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^er  people  the  most  generous  hospitality, 
and  for  their  sakes,  as  well  as  from  the 
conyiction  that  to  legislate  so  as  to  stimu- 
late one  interest  at  the  expense  of  another 
could  neither  he  a  lasting  henefit  to  any 
elass,  nor  ensure  the  prosperity  of  all,  he 
pressed  the  Legislature  to  reconsider  its 
past  polioy.  He  should  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, after  the  words  in  the  Address, 
'*  commerce  and  manufactures,"  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  words  : — 

"  But  humbly  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty  that 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  espe- 
cially in  Ireland,  the  various  classes  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  connected  with  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  are  labouring  under  severe  distress,  mainly 
attributable,  in  our  opinion,  to  recent  legislative 
enactments,  the  operation  of  which  is  aggravated 
by  the  heavy  pressure  of  local  taxation." 

Colonel  CHATTERTON  seconded  the 
Amendment.  He  said,  he  would  not  travel 
over  the  ground  so  well  occupied  hy  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  preceded  him  on  the 
topics  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech,  hut  would 
confine  himself  to  the  state  of  the  sister 
country.  In  the  first  place,  he  begged  to 
disclaim  every  feeling  of  partisanship,  or 
any  feeling  of  a  factious  nature,  as  he  was 
only  actuated  by  a  high  sense  of  duty.  Re- 
turned hy  men  of  all  parties  and  ranks, 
and  of  various  political  doctrines,  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  represent  to  the  House 
the  difficulties  in  which  Ireland  was  placed, 
and  to  convey  to  them  her  weak  and  al- 
most broken-hearted  prayer  for  the  resto- 
ration of  protection  to  her  commercial  and 
agricultural  interests.  Men  of  wisdom  and 
men  of  religion  had,  by  various  endeavours, 
sought  to  discover  the  causes  of  that  wretch- 
edness which  made  the  people  of  Ireland  so 
wonderfully  different  from  the  people  of 
every  other  country — a  people  who  filled 
the  ranks  of  the  British  army,  and  were 
at  all  times  ready  to  maintain  the  honour 
of  England  at  the  cost  of  their  lives.  In 
that  country  the  suffering  and  degradation 
of  the  people  had  been  beyond  all  powers 
of  description.  It  was  not  for  the  tongue 
of  man  to  tell  the  extent  of  their  sufferings, 
and  it  was  unfortunately  hut  too  true  that 
their  sufferings,  in  every  variety  of  form, 
had  been  aggravated  by  religious  differ- 
ences which  no  successful  attempts  had 
ever  yet  been  used  to  allay;  but  for  a  time, 
amidst  the  extremity  of  the  distress  which 
bad  afflicted  them,  they  forgot  those  reli- 
gious differences — they  laid  them  aside  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  assist  each  other, 
and  mitigate  as  much  as  possible  the  ge- 
neral distress;  but  such  efforts  would  not, 


to  any  great  extent,  be  successful.  Almost 
every  effort  would  be  ineffectual  so  long  aa 
free  trade  and  the  poor-law  remained  iq, 
full  operation.  He  believed  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  continue  such  enactments  in 
full  force,  but  he  should  at  present  content 
himself  with  seconding  the  Amendment. 

Question  proposed  **  That  these  wordg 
be  there  inserted." 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHB. 
QUER  :  Sir,  I  have  heard  with  consider* 
able  pleasure  the  address  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  South  Lincolnshire  in 
moving  his  Amendment  to  the  Address 
moved  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton.  I  am  glad  to  find  that, 
on  almost  every  point,  there  is  little  differ* 
ence  of  opinion  in  this  House.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  there  is  an  almost  unanimous 
concurrence  in  the  spirit  of  the  Address. 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  upon  the  subject  of 
the  disease  that  unfortunately  appeared  in 
this  country  last  year,  the  House  approves 
the  precautions  taken  by  the  Government 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  that  dreadful 
visitation;  and  that  their  best  attention 
will  be  given  to  any  further  measures  of 
this  description  that  may  be  considered  ne- 
cessary. I  am  glad,  also,  to  hear  from 
my  hon.  Friend  a  disclaimer  of  that  intem- 
perate and  ill-judged  language  which  has 
been  used  of  late  in  some  public  -meetings 
in  this  country— language  which,  as  my 
hon.  Friend  observed,  can  only  be  injurious 
to  those  who  indulged  in  its  utterance.  I 
am  also  glad  to  find  that  my  hon.  Friend 
has  moved  the  Amendment  in  the  terms  he 
has  done.  There  can  be  no  mistake  what- 
ever as  to  the  taeaning  of  the  Amendment 
he  has  proposed.  He  says,  that  he  means 
to  urge  upon  the  House  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  its  recent  legislative  enactments. 
He  proposes  to  the  House  that  they  should 
reconsider  the  Act  which  we  believe  has 
contributed  much  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  but  to  which  he  believes  all  its 
distress  is  owing.  And  I  am  glad  that  upon 
this,  the  first  night  of  the  Session,  that 
great  question  is  to  be  brought  at  once  to 
issue,  and  that  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
this  House  is  to  be  called  for,  and,  I  trust, 
expressed,  upon  the  question  whether  wo 
are  to  retrace  our  steps — whether  we  are 
to  follow  the  advice  of  my  hon.  Friend,  and 
reconsider  our  recent  legislation,  or  whe- 
ther we  arc  (as  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall 
resolve  by  a  great  majority  of  this  House 
to  do)  to  persist  in  the  same  course  of  le- 
gislation to  which  the  present  prosperity 
of  the  country  is  in  a  great  measure  owing 
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I  have  not  heard  from  mj  hon.  Friend  any 
question  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  the  country.  I  per- 
ceived in  the  requisition  for  calling  the 
meeting  in  Lincolnshire,  to  ivhich  my  hon. 
Friend  alluded,  that  the  farmers  of  Lin- 
colnshire did  not  confine  themselves  to  the 
allegation  of  the  distress  of  the  agricul- 
turists, hut  included  also  the  distress  of  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  country.  I 
hope  that  they  have  heen,  ere  this,  con- 
vinced of  their  mistake  in  that  respect. 
Every  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House  con- 
nected with  trade  or  manufacture  would 
hear  me  out  hy  their  evidence  as  to  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  trade.  They  would 
state  that,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other,  trade  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  commerce  in  a  state  of  steady 
advancement — that  the  people  are  univer- 
sally well  employed.  And,  without  indulg- 
ing in  any  sanguine  anticipations,  I  am 
fully  home  out  in  stating  that  trade  and 
manufactures  appear  to  he  in  a  state  not 
only  of  present,  but  of  progressive  improve- 
ment. I  have  looked  over  many  of  those 
trade  circulars  which  houses  in  consider- 
able business  are  in  the  habit  of  sending 
about  this  time  of  the  yoar  to  their  custo- 
mers, both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  I 
shall  indeed  be  surprised  if  any  one  can 
state  to  this  House  that  the  allegations 
contained  in  one  of  them,  which  I  have 
here,  are  erroneous,  I  shall  quote  very 
shortly  from  it,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  course  of  trade  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  And  I  must  here  observe  that  it 
appears  to  be  from  one  of  those  houses 
which  are  the  least  sanguine  in  their  lan- 
guage or  expectations.     It  states — 

"  The  year  wo  hare  just  closed  was  begun  by 
most  commercial  men  with  the  coufiUent  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  prove  the  commencement  of 
better  times    .    .    .    but  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  disturbing  elements,  far  from  being  ex- 
tinct, were  still  smouldering  below  the  surface, 
I'eady  to  burst  forth  with  more  intense  violence 
in  different  parts  of  Europe.     While  a  renewal  of 
hostilities  on  the  Continent  became  inevitable, 
news  firom  India  of  an  unfavourable  tenor  reached 
Vi  early  in  February,  the  effect  of  which  was  that  the 
slight  improvement  in  trade,  scarcely  begun,  was 
again  checked.  ...    In  this  fluctuating  and  unsa- 
tisfiiotory  manner  wo  reached  the  month  of  March, 
which  was  one  of  the  quietest  business  months  we 
experienced  during  the  past  year ;  the  fear  of  a 
'©blockading  of  the  Elbe  and   adjoining  rivers 
caused  an  almost  total  suspension  of  business  to 
the  Continent." 

Now,  Sir,  I  remember  that  when  I  men- 
tioned that  very  fact  at  the  time  to  the 
r>ght     hon.    Member    for    Stamford,    he 


thought  it  quite  impossible.     The  circular 
goes  on  to  state  that  the  home  trade  had 
not  been  so  good,  but  that  lately  a  much 
better  home  market  had  sprang^  up;  and,  if 
the  people  continued  to  bo  kept  employed, 
of  which  there  was  little  doubt  now,  a 
much  better  home  trade  was  to  be  expect- 
ed than  had  been  known  for  many  years. 
And,  Sir,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Excise 
revenue  of  Great  Britain  fell  during  the 
first  two  quarters  of  the  last  year,  and  in- 
creased during  the  two  last  quarters,  whilst 
in  Ireland  it  fell  during  the  first  three 
quarters,  that  is  to  say,  there  was  a  di- 
minution in  the  consumption  of  exciseable 
commodities   in  Ireland   during   the   first 
three  quarters,  and  an  increase  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  past  year  compared  with 
what  the  amount  had  been  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  preceding  year— 

Colonel  CHATTERTON:  There  is  a 
diminution  on  the  whole  year. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Yes;  I  said  so.  I  said  there  was 
a  diminution  upon  three  quarters  of  tiie 
year,  and  an  increase  upon  the  fourth  and 
last  quarter  only.  But  it  shows  that  some 
improvement,  even  in  Ireland,  has  hegnn; 
and  that  there  is  ground  for  hoping  that 
the  anticipation  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Officer  opposite  will  not  be  realised.  But 
I  will  particularly  call  the  attention  of  mj 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Warwickshin 
to  the  statement  which  he  made — and 
which  was  repeated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire  —  when  they  said 
more  than  once  in  the  course  of  last  Ses- 
sion, that  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
the  country  were  in  an  absolute  state  of 
ruin.  It  was  in  vain  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  Houso  attempted  to  set 
them  right.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Warwickshire  took  up  the 
table  of  exports  and  imports,  and  said  that 
the  trade  there  set  forth  was  an  annual 
dead  loss  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
I  ventured  to  say  that  the  small  demand 
for  exports  from  this  country  in  1848  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  troubled  state  of  the 
Continent.  So  says  the  circular  which  I 
have  just  read.  But  the  hon.  Membor  for 
Warwickshire  maintained  that  I  was  en- 
tirely mistaken  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  Continent,  so 
far  from  diminishing  our  trade,  had  in- 
creased it,  by  causing  a  greater  demand 
for  our  goods.  What  has  happened  since 
then  ?  In  the  course  of  last  year  the  state 
of  the  Continent  has  been  much  more  set- 
tled.    What,  then,  has  been   tho   effect 
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upon  our  owd  exports?  What  was  the 
amount  of  British  manufactured  articles 
sent  ahroad?  Why,  if  it  were  true,  as 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  say,  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  wholly  to  he 
measured  hy  exports — if  we  are  to  pay 
no  regard  whatever  to  imports  —  why, 
there  never  was  a  year  of  such  extraor- 
dinary improvement  in  trade  as  the  last. 
Month  after  month  the  declared  value  of 
our  exports  increased  from  one  end  of  the 
year  to  the  other,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  months  of  the  preceding 
year ;  so  that  when  we  come  to  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  imports  of  last  year,  as 
compared  with  1848,  we  find  an  increase  of 
little  less  than  10,000,000?.  I  take  the 
declared  value  of  our  exports  for  the  last 
three  years.  In  1847  it  amounted  to 
51,000,000?.;  in  1848,  to  48,946,000?.; 
and  in  1849,  to  58,848,000?.  And  yet 
during  this  last  year  the  Continent  has  he- 
come  tranquillized;  so  that,  if  the  views 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  heen  cor- 
rect, our  exports  ought,  instead  of  having 
greatly  increased,  to  have  greatly  dimin- 
ished. I  dwell  on  this  topic  the  longer, 
and  for  this  reason  —  hecause,  when  Gen- 
tlemen have  indulged  in  such  very  con- 
fident predictions  as  to  the  ruin  of  a  trade 
or  interest,  and  when  their  statements  turn 
out  to  he  so  unsupported  hy  fact,  and  so 
negatived  hy  experience,  I  think  I  have  a 
right  to  call,  not  only  upon  the  House,  but 
on  those  who  might  have  heen  disposed  to 
place  faith  in  the  hpn.  Gentlemen's  predic- 
tions, to  be  more  chary  in  their  belief  for 
the  future,  and  not  to  be  so  easily  fright- 
ened at  prophecies  of  ruin.  But  I  proceed 
to  place  before  the  House  some  details  of 
the  improved  condition  of  our  trade  and 
manufactures.  I  have  taken  from  the  ac- 
count of  exports  for  the  two  years  some  of 
the  most  important  items,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  the  result  of  a  comparison  of  the 
quantities  exported  in  those  periods  :* — 
I  have  thus  gone  through  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  manufacture;  and  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  that  the  increase  has  been  ex- 
traordinary, and  far  beyond  what  anybody 
could  have  anticipated.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bucks  says,  •*  True,  you  send 
out  a  greater  quantity  of  goods,  but  at 
prices  so  low  that  the  labour  is  not  remu- 
nerated—  the  trade  is  a  losing  trade." 
Now,  I  do  not  know  that  the  manufac- 
turers are  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  this; 
but  on  referring  to  a  document  periodically 
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published — I  mean  Bum^s  Glance  at  the 
State  of  the  Cotton  Trade — I  find  that  in 
every  item  the  prices  of  manufactured  and 
exported  articles  have  risen.  I  have  here 
a  list  of  the  average  prices  of  the  goods 
exported  in  1848  and  1849.  I  find  that 
colicoes  printed  have  risen  from  9s,  to 
iOs,  3d.;  calico  plain,  from  6^.  to  6«.  dd,; 
cambrics,  from  6f.  9d,  to  7^.  6d.;  mixed 
cotton  and  linens,  from  9s,  to  ds,  6d.; 
dimities,  from  195.  6d,  to  21s,  Sd.;  da- 
masks and  diapers,  from  18^.  6d.  to 
20^.  9d,  The  list  is  a  long  one  :  I  need 
read  no  more  of  it,  as  1  hope  the  House 
will  accept  my  statement,  that  in  every 
item  the  price  of  1849  is  higher  than  the 
price  of  1848;  so  that  we  have  had  the 
double  benefit  of  increased  exports  and 
higher  prices.  My  hon.  Friend  who  moved 
the  Address  has  gone  into  the  question  of 
the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the  navigation 
laws  upon  the  shipbuilding  of  this  country. 
There  again  the  anticipations  entertained 
by  those  who  opposed  the  repeal  of  these 
laws,  urging  that  any  such  measure  would 
destroy  our  shipbuilding  trade,  and  that 
no  foreign  country  would  be  found  to  re- 


ExpoBTS   OF    British  and  Irish  Produce  and 
Manufactubbs  in  Tear  ended  5th  January. 


Articles. 

Cotton  manu&ctures 
entered  by  the 
yard yds. 

Cotton  yam lbs. 

Earthenware.,  pieces 

Haberdashery  and 
millinery value 

Hardware  and  cut- 
lery  value 

Leather    unwrought 

cwts. 

Gloves lbs. 

Linen  manufactures 
entered  by  the 
yard yds. 

Linen  yarn lbs. 

Metals : — 

Iron  wrought.. tons 

Silk  manuiactures: — 
Silks  only —  stuffs, 

Ac lbs. 

Mixed — stuffs,  &o. 
lbs. 

Silk  thrown lbs. 

Woollen      manufac  - 
tures: — 
Entered     by    the 

piece pieces 

Entered    by     the 

yard.... yds. 

Stockings,  do2.  pair 
Woollen  yarD,cwt8. 

F 


1849. 


1,096,761,823 

135,831,162 

53,286,076 

£927,603 

£1,860,150 

9,436 
10,475 


89,002,431 
11,722,182 

83,606 


204,483 

206,665 
45,693 


1,755,099 

32,250,822 
88,201 
75,260 


1850. 


1,335,664,751 

149,502,495 

61,605,916 

£1,183,229 

£2,198,597 

16,192 
15,314 


106,889,558 
17,668,618 

121,935 


358,343 

404,417 
105,334 


2,372.345 

50,613,578 
164,645 
105,340 
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ciprocate  the  adyantages  so  offered,  have 
heen  signally  falsified.  I  have  here  returns 
from  all  the  shipbuildiDg  ports  in  the  king- 
dom; and  I  find  that  with  one  exception — 
the  port  of  Greenock — an  exception  which 
can  he  explained  upon  local  grounds,  that, 
with  this  single  exception,  the  amount  of 
shipbuilding  is  uniformly  as  great,  at  the 
very  least,  as  it  was  during  the  year  before; 
while  in  many  of  the  principal  ports — in 
Sunderland,  Shields,  and  some  of  the 
Scotch  ports — the  amount  of  shipbuilding 
going  on  is  greater  than  has  marked  any 
former  year.  And  there  is  a  circumstance, 
too,  well  worthy  of  observation  in  refer- 
ence to  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  that 
is,  that  a  better  class  of  vessels  than  were 
formerly  constructed  are  now  being  built 
— a  class  calculated  for  what  is  called  the 
**  long  voyage.**  Now  it  was  in  reference 
to  what  is  called  the  long  voyage,  that  it 
was  anticipated  that  the  repeal  of  the  navi- 
gation laws  would  mainly  deprive  us  of  the 
advantages  we  enjoyed;  and  yet  we  see 
that  our  shipbuilders  are  so  little  afraid  of 
this,  that  they  are  increasing  the  number 
of  ships  especially  calculated  for  this  voy- 
age. But  there  are  two  other  facts  of 
striking  import  in  connexion  with  this 
part  of  the  subject.  One  of  these  is,  that 
parties  who  have  gone  from  this  country  to 
Baltic  ports  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
they  could  build  ships  cheaper  there  than 
here,  have  come  back  with  the  conviction 
that  they  could  build  them  cheaper  here  ; 
and  indeed  we  are  at  this  moment  building 
ships  for  foreign  countries  in  the  Clyde. 
The  other  fact  is  the  one  alluded  to  in  Her 
Majesty's  Speech,  that  intimations  have 
been  received,  from  which  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  almost  all  the  mari- 
time Powers  of  the  Continent  are  preparing 
to  make  such  relaxations  in  their  naviga- 
tion laws  as  will  admit  our  ships,  more  or 
less,  to  the  benefit  which  we  have  already 
bestowed  upon  theirs.  I  quite  concur  with 
xny  hon.  Friend  who  moved  the  Address  in 
believing  that  foreign  countries  arc  looking 
with  great  interest  on  the  recent  legisla- 
tion of  this  country.  They  long  believed 
that  our  maritime  and  commercial  great- 
ness was  owing  to  our  old  system  of  pro- 
tection; and  when  they  see  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  more  rapid  improvement  in 
our  trade  and  commerce  has  followed  the 
relaxation  of  those  laws,  we  have  now 
every  reason  to  hope  that  a  relaxation  of 
their  commercial  codes  wiil  follow  the 
course  of  legislation  in  which  we  have  re- 
cently been  engaged.      I  now  turn  to  that 


branch  of  the  subject  which  is  more  spe- 
cially  brought  under  discaBsioii    by  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  opposite — 
I  mean  the  state  of  the  ag^cultaral  in- 
terest.    Now,  I  should  be  deceiving  the 
House  were  I  not  to  admit,  candidly  and 
at  once,   what,   indeed,   is   stated  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  that  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  in  some  parts  of  the  coontiy, 
distress  among  the  nolders  and  occopiers 
of  land  does  exist,  and  that  to  a  consider- 
able degree;  but  I  utterly  deny  the  expe- 
diency or  the  wisdom  of  retracing  the  le- 
gislative steps  which  we  have  taken.    I 
believe,  I  say,  that  distress  to  some  extent 
exists.     A  certain  degree  of  distress  is  in« 
deed  the  inevitable  consequence  of  snch  a 
change  in  the  law  as  we  have  made;  but  I 
rely  on  the  industry  and  the  eneigj  of  the 
British  farmer  to  overcome  obstacles  ariung 
from  a  fall  in  price — obstacles  which  he 
has  already,  on  several  occasions,  and  to  a 
far  greater  extent  than  at  present,  met  and 
surmounted.  I  believe  that  it  is  principally 
amongst  the  smaller  class  of  holders  that 
the  distress  in  question  exists.     I  lament 
that  amongst  those  agricultural  labonrm 
who  have  been  discharged,  distress  also 
prevails;  but  I  am  quite  confident  that  all 
those  who  remain  in  employment  find  their 
condition  to  be  very  much  benefited,  while 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  convince  the 
House  that  the  actually  existing  amount  of 
distress  has  been  considerably  exaggerated. 
I   admit   that  in   the  county   of  Lincohi 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  persons  rB> 
lieved;  but   I   confidently   assert,    taking 
England  generally,  that  in  a  majority  A 
even  the  agricultural  counties,  there  hu 
been  a  diminution  of  distress  and  diminn- 
tion  in  the  numbers  depending  on  the  poor- 
rates.     And  here  let  me  remark,  that  I 
am   not    astonished    that    some    distress 
should  prevail  in  agricultural  districts.    I 
never  thought,  and  never  said,  that  a  great 
change  could  take  place  such  as  we  nave 
made,  without  causing  some  degree  of  suf- 
fering to  the  agricultural  interest.  A  great 
branch   of  productive  industry   has  been 
called  upon  to  increase  and  cheapen  its 
products.     Sir,  I  know  of  no  improvement 
in  any  trade  or  branch  of  industry  which 
has  not  at  first  caused  some  degree  of  suf- 
fering,  by  which  some  parties  have  not 
been  thrown  out  of  employment,  although 
the  ultimate  result  has  been  a  great  bene- 
fit to  the  community  and  the  world.     But, 
Sir,  it  by  no  means  follows,  hecause  that 
is  the  case,  that  such  improvement  should 
not  take  place;  and  1  may  add  that  I  lay 
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far  more  stress  on  what  individuals  can  do 
than  on  what  legislation  can  do  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  present  pressure.     At 
the  same  time,  however,  it  is  mj  helief 
that  the  alarm  existing  is  not  warranted  or 
justified  bj  the  facts  which  have  actually 
taken  place,  and  that  the  amount  of  alarm 
and    discouragement    existing    has    been 
much  exaggerated  by  language  which  I 
have  heard  used  with  very  great  regret. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  falls  of  price 
which  have  taken  place  in  former  years  in 
this  country ;  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  has  pictured  the 
degree  of  distress  existing  at  former  pe- 
riods in  his  neighbourhood — a  degree  far 
exceeding,  I  venture  to  say,  that  which 
generally  exists  at  the  present  moment. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  price 
of  1822.     That  year  was  marked  by  an 
extraordinary  fall  of  price,  although  there 
then  existed  a  law  professing  to  secure  a 
price  of  80^.  per  quarter.      Recollecting 
that  fact,  I  cannot  think  but  that  the  hon. 
Member  must  entertain  some  doubts  as  to 
the  probable  success  of  the  remedies  which 
he  now  proposes  to  apply.     In  1817,  the 
price  of  com  was  96$.  lid.     During  ^ye 
consecutive  years  thereafter  it  fell  at  the 
rate  of  about  10s.  per  year.     By  1822 
the  price  had  fallen  neariy  50  per  cent, 
and  under  a  com  law  professing  to  secure 
80«.,  the  prices  ranged  from  86«.  Sd,  in 
1818,  to  44«.  7d.  in  1822,  the  average 
price  of  the  ^ve  years  being   65s,   lOd. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  there 
was  hope  then — hope,  I  presume,  of  a 
return  to  those  high  prices  which  legisla- 
tion professed  to  ensure.     Why,  no  such 
return  took  place.      In  1829,  five  years 
afterwards,  a  corn  law  was  passed — passed 
with  some  opposition  indeed  from  the  agri- 
cultural party — the  avowed  object  of  which 
was  to  ensure  a  price,  not  of  SOs,,  but  of 
645.  Well,  what  happened  under  that  law  ? 
In  1831  the  price  of  com  was  665.  Ad, ; 
in  1835  it  was  39^.  id.     It  fell  at  the  rate 
of  6s,  dd,  per  annum  for  four  consecutive 
years,  descending  almost,  but  not  quite, 
as  much  as  50  per  cent.     In    1839  the 
price  was  70*.  Sd, ;  in  1845  it  was  SOs,  lOd. 
In  1847  the  price  was  69^.  dd,;  and  in  the 
month  ending  November  24,  it  had  fallen 
to  40;.  Sd,,  and  is  now  under  40«.;  and 
purely,  therefore,  the  agriculturist  need  not 
apprehend  ruin  now  because  a  fall  takes 
place  actually  of  smaller  amount  than  those 
with  which  they  have  had  at  several  times 
to  contend— occasions  on  which  their  in- 
duBtrj  aad  energy  triumphed,  as  their  in- 


dustry and  energy  will,  I  am  confident, 
triumph  again.     But  I  deny  that  the  pre- 
sent fall  in  price  is  to  be  altogether  attri- 
buted to  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws,  and  I 
can  show  what  I  consider  good  reasons  for 
holding  that  opinion.     In  the  first  place, 
we  have  had  a  very  large  harvest  at  home. 
It  is  not  very  easy  to  ascertain  exactly  the 
produce  of  different  years,  but  one  of  the 
greatest  cornfactors  in  Liverpool  estimates 
that  the  produce  of  last  year  s  harvest  was 
30  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  the  year 
1848.      Now   that  increased   quantity  of 
corn  must  in  no  small  degree  have  contri- 
buted to  reduce  prices.     But  in  a  neigh- 
bouriog  country,  in  France,  there  has  been 
no  repeal  of  com  laws,  and  jet  the  prices 
there  have  fallen  to  a  greater  degree  than 
has  been  the  case  in  this  country.  In  1847 
the  price  of  com  in  France  was  695.  7d. 
The  lowest  duty  at  which  corn  can  now  be 
imported  into  France  is  25s,  per  quarter, 
and  in  November  last  the  price  was  33«.  Td,, 
showing  a  fall  of  365.      France  also  has 
had  the  benefit  of  English  demand,  having 
sent  to  this  country  upwards  of  700,000 
quarters  of  wheat.     In  En^and  the  fall  of 
price  from  69«.  9c2.,  in  1847,  to  405.  Sd,, 
the  average  price  of  November,  was  only 
about  295.,  being  less  than  that  in  France. 
In  that  country  the  fall  cannot  by  any  pos- 
sibility be  attributed  to  any  alteration  in 
their  corn  laws,  and  I  cannot  see,  therefore, 
why  a  less  fall  in  this  country  can  be  attri- 
buted to  no  other  source  than  the  repeal 
of  our  law.      But  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  seconder  of  the  Address,  that 
the  present  is  not  to  be  taken  as  the  per- 
manent price  which  com  will  maintain  in 
this  country;  and  I  will  add,  that,  great  as 
my  estimate  is  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
by  the  body  of  the  people  from  cheapness 
and  plenty  of  corn,  I  am  not  insensible  to 
the  evils  produced  by  a  great  fall  in  price 
taking  place  suddenly,  and  causing  a  wide- 
spread discouragement   amongst  farmers. 
But  I  repeat  my  conviction  that  the  alarm 
has  been  greatly  exaggerated.     I  find  the 
Mark  Lane  Express  stating  that  the  prices 
in  the  Baltic  ports  are  rising  so  high  that 
exportation  to  this  country  would  no  longer 
pay.    It  is  a  curious  fact,  too,  that  the  only 
country  from  which  wheat  is  being  brought 
at  present  is  France — ^in  ordinary  years 
not  an  exporting  country.     I  think  then, 
if  this  be  so,  that  there  is   good  reason 
for  supposing  that  the  permanent  prices 
of  wheat  in  this  country  will  not  range  so 
low  as  they  have  stood  for  some  time. 
The  importation  has  already  received  a 
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1849,  is  9.673,000  qoarttrs,  vfaSst   the  !  azid  is  vas  hoc  till  1^46,  when  the  poUtoes 

faaatitj  entered  for  hone  cotmuupcion  is  '  had  fuled.  that  the  priee  readied  54f.  Sd, 
0,655,000:  the  floor  azid  meal  of  all  sons  j  These  prices  vere  inTariablT  lower  than 
imported  is  9,479,000  e«t.,   vhibt   the  { those  cootemplated  bj  the  Legislatore.  Bat 

has  agraculiuial  distress  always  existed 
saee  iS15  I  Has  land  gone  oat  of  colti- 
Tation  since  then  ?  On  the  eontrarj,  has 
no<  capital  been  expended,  largd j  expend- 
ed, on  the  land  nnce  1815?  The  hon. 
Meenber  for  Lincolnshire  has  stated  diat 
since  ISlo  a  great  amoont  of  eapital  has 
been  expended  opon  the  soil — that  the  pro- 
duction has  been  greatlr  inereased — -and 
that  a  great  extent  of  waste  or  ootgrowing 
land  has  been  eonrerted  into  wheat-pro- 
dacing  land.  Althoogb  the  prices  of  eom* 
then,  hare  fsDen  firom  what  were  then  sup- 
posed to  be  mnoneratiTe  rates — namdj, 
S0#.  per  qoarter — ^to  50s,  per  qnarter  and 
under,  ret  the  rental  of  the  land  has  in- 
creased  since  1815.  There  is  <hi]j  one 
coontr  in  England  in  which  the  rental  ^ 
the  land  is  shown  br  the  income-tax  re- 
toms  to  be  lower  than  it  was  in  1815» 
ahhongh  com  has  in  the  meantime  fallen 
from  BOs,  to  50s,  If  it  be  so — ^if  energy 
and  indostrr  hare  enabled  the  farmers  of 
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England  as  a  bodj  to  paj  more  rent  with 
prices  at  50s.  than  with  prices  at  80«., 
what  is  there  to  prerent  that  self-same  in- 
dustry and  energy  successfully  meeting 
the  demands  of  the  great  mass  of  con- 
sumers at  prices  ranging  somewhere  be- 
tween 40s.  and  50s. — prices  I  think  likely 
to  preyail  ?  It  is  by  increased  prodoce 
that  the  difficulty  is  to  be  surmounted:  and 
there  is  nothing  I  should  more  wish  to  see 
than  this  country  growing  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  com  for  its  own  supply — a  result 
which  I  believe  may  be  yet  arrived  at.  I 
have  ever  tried  to  disbelieve  that  the  great 
body  of  tlie  landed  proprietors  of  England 
looked  upon  this  question  of  national  food 
simply  as  a  question  of  rent.  But  I  have 
stated  that  it  was  possible  that  any  attempt 
to  bring  back  protection  would  be  treated 
and  met  as  an  attempt  to  keep  up  high 
rents;  and  it  is  therefore  with  the  greater 
sorrow  that  I  have  seen,  at  different  agri- 
cultural meetings  throughout  the  country, 
language  used  by  landed  proprietors  them- 
selves, identifying  the  protection  which 
they  coll  for  with  the  preservation  of  high 


qnantitj     entered     for     consumption     n 
4,055,000  cwt.    The  importations,  too,  for 
the  last  six  months  of  the  vear,  are  verr 
far  below  those  of  the  last  six  months  of 
1848.      In  that  year,  in  the  six  months 
ending  January  .5,  1849,  there  were  im- 
ported  2,298,000    quarters;    in    the    six 
months  ending  the  5th  of  January  last, 
they  were  2,073.0*1*0  qua  ter«:  and    the 
falling  off  in  the  last  three  months  of  that 
period  is  still  more  remarkable.     In  the 
last  three  months  of  184S,  the  quantity 
imported  was  1,438,00(3  quarters:  in  the 
last  three  months  of  1849.  845,000  quar- 
ters;   showing    a  diminution   of  592jX>0 
quarters.      The  importations  have  faDen 
off    most     remarkably    also    during    the 
month  of  January.     In  the  first  week  of 
1849,  it  was  246^588  quarters;  in  the  first 
week  of  this  year  it  was  only  83,952  quar- 
ters; in  the  second  week  of  1849,  it  was 
275,341  ;    in   the    second    week    of  this 
year  92,65S;  in  the  third  week  303,310 
quarters,  against  82,615  quarters;  in  the 
fourth  293,419  quarters,  against  77,670. 
It  is  extraordinary  to  what  an  extent  the 
importation  has  faDen  off;  but  it  affords, 
I  think,  a  conclusive  proof  that  the  present 
price  of  com  does  not  pay  the  importer, 
and  that  the  agriculturist  has  good  reason 
to  expect  that  so  low  a  price  cannot  con- 
tinue for  long.     What  prices  wheat  may 
permanently  command,  it  would  be  rash 
in  me   to  attempt   to   predict,  especially 
after  the  great  mistakes  upon  the  subject 
into  which  the  most  sagacious  and  prac- 
tical   men    have   fallen  ;    but   it  is  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  from  all  the  coun- 
tries with  which  wo  were  threatened,  the 
importation  has  been  very  small  indeed, 
while  the  greatest  quantity  imported  has 
come  from  a  country  from  which  no  one 
anticipated  any  supply  whatever.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Somersetshire,   at  a  recent 
agricultural  meeting,  predicted  a  rate  of 
44«.  as  one  which  he  thought  likely  per- 
manently to  prevail;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  agriculture  must  necessarily  be  ruined 
•van  should  he  prove  right  in  his  anticipa- 
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rents.  After  holding  such  language. as 
thej  hare  done,  I  must  say  I  think  they 
can  hare  no  reason  to  complain  if  their 
rents  are  not  paid.  1  have  recently  read 
a  powerful  article  in  a  northern  periodical, 
in  which  it  is  contended  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  carry  on  farming  in  Scotland  under 
a  system  of  free  trade.  But  I  have  also 
made  inquiries  into  the  subject  of  farm- 
letting  in  Scotland,  and  I  find  that  the 
rents  of  Scotch  farms  generally  have  not 
been  reduced.  In  one  or  two  instances 
they  have  been  increased.  Without  attach- 
ing much  importance  to  raising  the  rents 
of  such  farms,  I  think  it  is  true  generally 
that  farms  in  Scotland  now  maintain  the 
■ame  rent  which  they  have  borne  before. 
What  valae,  then,  is  to  be  attached  to  the 
aignment  that  it  is  impossible  to  cultivate 
£um8  on  these  terms  ?  Do  you  think  that 
&rmers  of  great  experience,  possessing 
great  capital,  and  being  actuated,  as  we 
must  suppose,  by  feelings  of  common  hon- 
esty, intend  either  not  to  pay  the  rent 
which  they  agree  to  pay,  or  mean  to  sub- 
mit to  a  loss  ?  I  find  repeated  cases  of  a 
simOar  description  in  this  country,  and 
parties  who  openly  state  that  at  present 
prices  they  have  made  a  fair  profit  on  their 
nnoB.  I  read  a  letter  the  other  day  in 
the  papers,  addressed  by  the  high  sheriif 
of  the  county  of  Norfolk  to  his  tenants,  in 
which  he  states  that  in  spite  of  the  disad- 
▼aotages  under  which  the  system  of  gen- 
tlemen-fiu-ming  is  supposed  to  labour,  he 
has  realised  a  good  rent  and  a  profit  into 
the  bargain.     This  gentleman  says — 

"  In  mj  own  occupation  of  about  580  acres  (of 
wldeh  100  acres,  as  my  steward  testifies,  yield  no 
proAt),  notwithstanding  the  great  disadvantages 
under  which  a  gentleman  mast  always  farm,  and 
■hhougfa  I  have  sustained  a  loss  of  five  score 
•took  ewes,  I  have,  up  to  St.  Michael  last,  not 
only  made  my  rent,  but  more  than  obtained  10 
per  emt  finr  my  capital  invested  in  live  and  dead 
■took." 

Now,  if  one  gentleman  can  point  to  such 
icrolts,  I  do  not  see  why  others  should  not 
do  the  same.  I  confess  that  when  I  hear 
peiwms  of  credit  and  station  speak  in  this 
mtauier,  I  -cannot  despair  for  the  British 
ftrmery  or  feel  doubt  that  he  will  be  able 
to  meet  the  demands  which  may  be  made 
vpon  him.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that, 
taking  the  country  throughout,  and  looking 
mora  especially  at  the  condition  of  the  la- 
lomjog  classes,  a  signal  benefit  has  been 
darifod  from  the  cheapness  and  plenty  of 
ftod  reanlting  from  free-trade  legislation. 
!nie  manofacturing  and  trading  classes  of 
tto  oommonity  have  assuredly  benefited 


':  by  such  legislation,  and  no  less  so  the  ma- 
jority of  agricultural  labourers,  who,  after 
all,  form  the  great  mass  of  the  agricultural 
community.     Let  me  now  observe,  in  an- 
swer to  the  argument  used  in  this  House, 
that  it  is  of  no  use  rendering  food  cheap, 
I  for  the  effect  of  so  doing  is  to  deprive 
;  labour  of  employment,  and  take  away  the 
j  means  of  purchasing  such  food.     This  ar- 
gument was  constantly  pressed   upon  us 
last  year;  now  what  is  the  fact  ?  We  have 
imported  to  an  unexampled  extent,  but  we 
have  not  only  imported,  but  we  have  con- 
sumed what  we   have   imported.     On  an 
!  authority  which  I  presume  hon.  Gentlemen 
i  opposite  are  not  disposed  to   dispute— on 
I  the  authority  of  the  Mark  Lane  Express 
— I  find  it  stated  that,  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  imports  of  the  last  twelve  months, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  stocks  on  hand 
are  but  light — ^that  those  stocks  are  dimin- 
ishing— that  the  people  have  found  means 
of  paying  for  the  food   so  imported,  and 
have  been  benefited  by  the  large  importa- 
;  tions  and  increased   consumption.     It  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  the  people  have  de- 
rived benefit  from  the  law  we  have  passed, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  insure  a  large 
;  and  cheap  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
— and  have  not  been  deprived  of  the  means 
of  purchasing  food,  and  have  not,  accord- 
ing to  the  predictions  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  been  starving   in   the   midst   of 
plenty.  This  is,  after  all,  the  main  element 
in  the  consideration  of  this  subject.     The 
ground  taken  in  this  House  last  year,  had, 
if  it  had  been  true,  some  shadow  of  reason 
in  it.  It  was  contended  that  large  numbers 
of  persons  would  be  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  that,  although  there  might  be 
cheapness  arising  from  our  legislation,  it 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  those  evils 
which  attend  a  diminution  of  employment. 
In  the  county  of  Lincoln,  it  appears  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  per- 
sons relieved  ;   but   taking  the   whole  of 
England,  and  including  the  great  majority 
even  of  the  agricultural  counties,  it  will  be 
found  that  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
relief  has  taken  place ;    and,  what  is  still 
more  striking,  a  diminution  in  the  amount 
of  relief  to  the  ablebodied.     I  confess  that 
I  saw  with  the  greatest  possible  pleasure 
the  Address  emanating  from  a  noble  Lord 
on  a  recent  occasion  in  one  of  the  southern 
counties.     We  know  well  that  if  any  coun- 
ties were  likely  to  suffer  more  from  agri- 
cultural  distress   than    others,    it   is  the 
southern  counties.     In  Kent  and  Sussex 
I  should  have   anticipated  such   distress; 
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but  I  find  that  the  Doble  Lord  to  whom  1 
have  referred  (Lord  Chichester),  whose  cha- 
racter is  abo?e  reproach — I  find  that  noble 
Lord  not  addressing  a  county  meeting,  or 
popular  assembly,  but  the  grand  jury  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  county  of  Sussex, 
from  the  judicial  bench,  using  language  to 
this  effect: — **  It  was/'  his  Lordship  ob- 
served, **  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  agri- 
cultural labourers  pursued  their  usual  avoca- 
tions, and  that  when  the  pressure  upon  far- 
mers was  greater  than  at  other  seasons,  so 
few  labourers  were  unemployed.  He  thought 
they  might  conclude  thence  that  there  was 
no  great  dearth  of  employment  from  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  offenders  from  the 
agricultural  districts  was   so  small.     An- 
other source  of  congratulation  arose  from 
this — that   the   workhouses   were    by   no 
means  full,  and  the  number  of  ablebodied 
paupers  was  far  from  being  so  numerous  as 
they  generally  were  at  this  season  of  the 
year.     These   facts  were  worthy  of  con- 
sideration.    It  was  highly  creditable,  and 
must  bo  satisfactory  to  the  farmers  and  to 
the  country  generally  to  know,  that  not- 
withstanding the  great  difficulties  and  pres- 
sure with  which  they  had  been  surrounded, 
they  had  taken  the  best  and  wisest  course, 
both  for  their  own  interest  and  that  of  the 
community,  in  keeping  their  labourers  ho- 
nest  by  affording  them  regular   employ- 
ment.    They  all  knew,  however,  that  they 
could  not  employ  men  unless  they  had  the 
means  of  paying  them.     It  was  a  well-un- 
derstood fact  that  there  was  plenty  of  agri- 
cultural employment  in  the  county,  if  the 
farmers  had  sufficient  capital  to  carry  it 
out.     He  was  of  opinion  that  the  landlords 
and  tenants  would  find  that  the  course  they 
had  adopted  in  providing  employment  for 
their  labourers  was  not  only  their  duty,  but 
that  it  would  tend  to  benefit  them  and  their 
property."     Such  has  been  the  language 
recently  held  by  this   nobleman.     I  was 
sorry  to  hear  my  hon.  Friend  state  that  a 
similar  course  has  not  been  pursued  by  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  Lincoln- 
shire.    But  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  the 
case  of  Lincolnshire  is  one  of  the  few  ex- 
ceptions to  the   general   rule  throughout 
Enpjland  and  Wales.     I  will  now  state  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  poor  at  differ- 
ent and  recent  periods.     The  expenditure 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  ending  Lady-day,  1848, 
was  6,180,000^.   In  the  year  ending  Lady- 
day,    1849,   the    amount    expended    was 
5.792.963^.;  or  a  diminution  of  287,802?., 
or  6  3-lOths  per  cent.     Now  this  was  the 


year  in  which  in  his  speeches  of  last  Ses- 
sion the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire    said   there   was    great 
agricultural  distress.     There  .has  been  an 
increase  in  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
poor  in  only  five  counties;  and  those  were 
counties  where  the  distress  could  not  be 
attributed  to  the  state  of  agriculture— Mid- 
dlesex, Warwickshire,  Westmoreland,  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  Anglesea. 
Comparing  die  expenditure  of  558  unions 
for  the  half-year  ending  Michaelmas,  1848 
(the  others  are  not  audited),  with  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  half-year  ending  Michael- 
mas 1849,  the  sum  expended  in  the  first 
half  year  was    1,750,000?.,   and   in   the 
last   1,653,000?.,    being  a  diminution  of 
97,000?.,  or  5  5-lOths  per  cent.     These 
accounts  are,  I  think,  satisfactory  enough, 
as   regards    the   diminution   of   expense ; 
hut   I   admit  that  they  are   open   to  the 
objection  that  the  diminution  of  expense 
is   owing    to   the    greater    cheapness    of 
food.     This  could  be  no  inconsiderable  ad- 
vantage in  itself,  but  it  is  not  conclusive. 
I  do  not  rest  my  case  on  the  diminished 
expenditure  ;  but  I  will  appeal  to  a  more 
decisive  and  undeniable  test,  and  that  is  the 
number  of  persons  receiving  relief  at  cor- 
responding periods  of  the  last  and  of  the 
preceding   year.      The  President  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board  has  had  prepared  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  persons  relieved  at 
different  periods.     The  number  of  persons 
relieved  on  the  1st  of  July,  in  538  unions  in 
England,  and  42  in  Wales,  was,  in  1848, 
892.655 ;  in  1849,   827,150,  showing  a 
diminution  of  65,505  persons.     The  num- 
ber of  persons  relieved  in  560  unions  in 
England  and  Wales,  on  the  1st  January, 
1849,   was   987,164  ;  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary,  1850,  only  923,167,  exhibiting  a 
diminution    of  63,997,   or  of   6   4-lOths 
per  cent.    Estimating,  for  the  few  remain- 
ing unions,  at  the  same  rate,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  there  had  been  a  diminution  of 
numbers  of  70, 409 persons  relieved  in  Janu- 
ary, 1850,  as  compared  with  January,  1849. 
But  the  diminution  of  ablebodied  persons 
receiving  relief  is  still   more   remarkable 
and  satisfactory.      Any  discharge   of  la- 
bourers would,  of  course,  have  increased 
the  number  of  ablebodied  persons  out  of 
work,  and  driven  them  to  the  relief  lists. 
Such  was  the  effect  anticipated;  but  I  am 
most  happy  to  say,  that  the  result  has 
been  precisely  the  reverse,  and  that  the 
decrease  of  the  ablebodied  persons  receiv- 
ing relief  is  proportionally  greater  than 
that  of  other  parties.    In  590  unions,  the 
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number  of  ablebodied  persons  relieved  on 
January  1,  1849,  was  201,644;  in  Janu- 
ary, 1850,  170,502,  showing  a  diminution 
of  31,142,  or  15  4-lOths  per  cent  of  able- 
bodied  persons.  This  is  so  important  a 
point,  that,  eyen  at  the  risk  of  wearying 
the  House,  1  roust  be  permitted  to  insist 
more  fully  upon  it ;  and,  that  the  case 
may  be  complete,  1  will  state  the  per  cent- 
age  increase  and  decrease  of  persons  re- 
lieyed,  and  of  ablebodied  persons  relieved 
in  every  county  in  England  and  Wales. 
There  are  fourteen  counties  in  England  in 
which  there  has  been  an  increase,  and 
twenty-eight  in  which  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  paupers  relieved, 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  will  see  that  this  implies 
a  considerable  reduction.  The  1 4  counties 
in  which  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the 
total  number  of  paupers  were : — Westmore- 
land, 0.2  per  cent ;  Rutland,  0.2 ;  Devon, 
0.3;  North  Riding,  0.5;  Worcester,  0.9; 
£88ex,2;  Kent,2.3;  Cambridge,  3.2;  Hun- 
tingdon, 4.8;  Stafford,  5;  Durham,  5;  Suf- 
folk, 6.5;  Lincoln,  7.3;  Northumberland, 
7.5.  The  28  counties  in  which  there  was 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  paupers,  and 
the  rate  of  decrease,  were — Salop,  0.6; 
Norfolk,  0.6;  Monmouth,  1.2;  Northamp- 
ton, 2.9;  Oxford,  3.1;  Somerset,  3.3; 
Suaex.  3.6;  Southampton,  3.9;  Cornwall, 
4;  Berks,  4;  Warwick,  5;  Buckingham, 
6.4;  Wilts,  6.5;  Dorset,  6.9;  Glocester, 
7.1;  Bast  Riding,  7.3;  Surrey,  9.1;  Hert- 
fiwd,  9.4;  Hereford,  9.9;  Chester,  10.3; 
Bedford,  11.3;  Middlesex,  11.4;  Derby, 
11.4 ;  Cumberland,  12.3 ;  Nottingham, 
13.5;  Leicester,  14.4;  West  Riding,  22.7; 
Lancaster,  22.8.  In  Wales  six  counties 
exhibited  an  increase,  and  six  a  decrease. 
I  may  state  generally,  that  of  the  twenty- 
eight  counties  which  exhibited  a  decrease  in 
tlie  number  of  persons  relieved,  a  majority 
were  agricultural.  I  am  now  come  to  what 
matt  be  admitted  as  a  most  important  test 
of  the  condition  of  the  country — the  num- 
ber of  ablebodied  poor  in  the  receipt  of 
leBcf ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  instead  of 
tliere  being  fourteen  counties  in  which  the 
immber  has  increased,  and  twenty-eight  in 
vUoh  it  has  decreased,  there  are  only  seven 
m  which  the  number  has  increased,  and 
tUrty-fiYe  in  which  it  has  decreased.    The 

Ktest  increase  was  in  Suffolk,  in  which 
M  17.1  per  cent.  In  Huntingdon,  it  is 
14w9;  Lincoln,  10.8;  Northumberland,  9.4; 
BttOnd,  8.3;  Durham,  5.8;  Essex,  2.7. 
SbeeoontieB  in  which  there  ie  a  positive  de- 
fellows: — Norfolk,  0.3;  Wor- 
^,a6;    Kent,  1;    East  Riding,  2.1; 


North  Riding,  3.7;  Cambridge,  4.2;  South- 
ampton, 6.1;  Dorset,  7.9;  Sussex,  8.2; 
Buckingham,  8.7;  Salop,  9.1;  Stafford, 
9.5  ;  Devon,  10.3  ;  Northampton,  10.5; 
Westmoreland,  11.8;  Somerset,  13.6;  Ox- 
ford. 14.6;  Wilts,  14.7;  Glocester,  15.2; 
Middlesex,  16.2;  Berks,  16.8;  Hereford, 
17.8;  Hertford,  18;  Cornwall,  19.6;  Sur- 
rey, 19.8;  Leicester,  23.9;  Cumberland, 
24.3;  Derby,  25.2;  Chester,  25.2;  Not- 
tingham, 25.6;  Bedford,  28.3;  Monmouth, 
29.8;  Warwick,  32.6;  West  Riding,  37.2; 
Lancaster,  37.2 ;  totals  of  548  unions, 
16.5.  In  Wales  there  is  an  increase  in 
four  counties,  and  a  decrease  in  seven. 
The  counties  in  which  there  is  an  increase 
were  as  follows: — Glamorgan,  28.5;  Car- 
marthen, 8.8 ;  Montgomery,  6.9 ;  Pem- 
broke, 6.9;  totals  of  42  unions  in  Wales, 
3.2.  The  counties  in  which  there  was  a 
decrease  were  these  : — Flint,  25.6;  Den- 
bigh, 25,5;  Merioneth,  2.9;  Cardigan, 
2.3;  Brecon,  1.8;  Anglesea,  1.7;  Carnar- 
von, 0.7.  Throughout  England,  and  in- 
cluding Wales,  the  total  diminution  in  the 
number  of  ablebodied  persons  relieved  has 
been  15  4-lOths  per  cent  up  to  January  last. 
Now  how  is  Uiis  enormous  diminution  in 
the  number  of  persons  relieved  in  the  great 
majority  of  agricultural  counties  to  be  ac- 
counted for  ?  I  ask  whether  the  agricul- 
tural labourer,  as  well  as  the  interests  of 
commerce  and  manufacture,  has  not  de- 
rived signal  benefit  from  that  cheapening 
of  produce  which  has  been  secured  ?  From 
the  facts  I  have  stated — and  they  are 
facts  beyond  dispute — I  think  I  am  justi- 
fied in  drawing  the  inference  that  cheap- 
ness of  food  has  been  found  to  confer  a 
great  and  signal  benefit.  And  taking  the 
condition  of  the  poor  alone,  and  resting 
my  whole  position  on  that,  I  say  it  would 
not  be  expedient  or  wise  to  reconsider  or 
repeal  our  recent  legislation.  My  hon. 
Friend  stated  that  there  was  observable  a 
most  satisfactory  diminution  in  the  number 
of  persons  receiving  relief  in  Ireland.  It 
appears  there  is  a  net  decrease  of  295,000 
persons  receiving  relief  as  compared  with 
last  year.  I  am  happy  to  find,  from  in- 
formation derived  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  that  not  only  the  owners  but  the 
occupiers  of  land  in  many  agricultural  dis- 
tricts are  draining  their  lands,  and  introduc- 
ing new  improvements,  and  exerting  them- 
selves in  every  possible  way  to  effect  what 
must  be  effected — an  increase  of  production. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  receive  such  informa- 
tion, although  it  is  only  what  I  expected; 
for  I  could  never  believe  that  the  energies 
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of  the  British  fanner  would  he  paralysed; 
hut,  on  the  contrary,  I  felt  convinced  that 
he  would  show  himself  prepared  to  hear 
up  against  the  pressure,  and  overcome  it. 
At  most  of  the  various  meetings  which 
have  heen  held,  it  is  gratifying  to  find 
that  some  one  has  stood  up  and  stated 
that,  even  at  present  prices,  a  profit 
might  he  made.  One  gentleman  said, 
that  with  no  greater  outlay,  hut  simply 
the  application  of  more  lahour,  he  had 
obtained  a  better  profit  from  his  farm  at 
present  prices  than  at  former  ones.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Lincolnshire 
has  stated  truly  that  one  branch  of  Bri- 
tish agriculture,  the  producers  of  wool, 
at  least,  are  suffering  no  depression.  I 
expected  that  my  hon.  Friend  might  have 
been  induced  to  see  some  symptoms  of 
hope  for  improvement  in  other  branches 
of  industry  from  a  similar  cause,  the 
increased  and  increasing  demand  of  the 
manufacturing  districts  for  agricultural 
produce.  Considering,  however,  the 
Amendment  he  had  to  propose,  he  could 
not,  perhaps,  perceive  symptoms  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  might  have 
occurred  to  him.  Under  other  circum- 
stances, perhaps*  my  hon.  Friend  will  see 
in  the  improven^ent  of  manufactures  a 
promise  of  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  agriculture.  Now,  it  is  not  only  the 
home  demand  for  wool  which  has  risen, 
but  the  export  of  British  wool  has  in- 
creased to  an  extraordinary  extent.  The 
quantity  exported  in  184^  was  3,978.842 
pounds;  in  1849,  1  K083.64c>  pounds.  In 
the  last  year,  also,  when  the  imports  of 
butter  and  cheese  had  fallen  off,  the  ex- 
ports of  British  butter  and  cheese  in- 
creased. 1  do  not  think  it  necesaanr, 
however,  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  sub- 
joot  further.  I  have  stated  that  I  do  not 
think  the  agriculturists  have  that  reason 
for  despair  which  they  seem  to  think  they 
have:  and  as  for  the*  argument  that  pnv- 
tection  should  bo  restored  on  account  of 
the  e\mdition  of  the  working  classes  and 
of  the  agricultural  labourers  of  England, 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  thai  those 
elasjKVit  ar«  in  a  better  position  than  they 
w^M^  last  jtMur«  and  that  thei>o  an^  l^weir 
ana  now  in  rerapl  of  rolic^  than  then, 
now  Ittm  T^  shortly  to  a  constdor- 
lOnX  aUt^  of  lk«  eountrr* 
«»  ^t  oar  liotto  eonsumptioii. 
^  oxvi^pliott  of  eoffee« 
<  in  sottn^  de|itn>e,  the 
i  «l  ovm:  artWle  has 
1  coMttmptioii 
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has  occurred  in  the  articles  of  cocoa,  mm, 
brandy,  tea,  and  others.  Cocoa,  for  in- 
stance, has  increased  from  2,936,6411b.  in 
1848,  to  3,233,3721b.  in  1849;  mm,  from 
2,987,492  gallons  in  1848,  to  3,044,758 
gallons  in  1849  ;  brandy,  from  1,609,557 
gallons  in  1848,  to  2,187,500  gallons  in 
1849;  geneva,  from  23,765  gEillons  in 
1848,  to  27,209  gallons  in  1849;  tea,  from 
48,735,6961b.  in  1848,  to  50,024,688  lb. 
in  1849  ;  tobacco  (unmanufactured),  from 
27,098.3141b.  in  1848,  to  27,480,621  lb. 
in  1849;  wine,  from  6,369,785  gallons  in 
1848,  to  6,487,771  gdlons  in  1849.  The 
imports  of  salt  beef  and  pork  have  some- 
what increased;  but  not  more,  I  think, 
than  to  counterbalance  the  diminished  im- 
portation of  pigs  from  Ireland,  which,  com- 
paring the  last  six  months  of  each  of  the 
last  four  vears,  has  been — 1846,  203,224; 

1847,  45,664;  1848,  30,414;  1849, 
28,640.  I  will  now  refer  to  the  consump- 
tion of  another  article,  which,  owing  to 
peculiar  circumstances,  had  fallen  off — it 
was  the  article  of  sugar,  which,  in  a  re- 
markable manner,  had  contradicted  all  the 
predictions  of  those  who  opposed  the  re- 
laxations introduced  by  the  Government. 
The  delay  which  was  interposed  in  passing 
in  the  summer  of  1848,  certain  resolutiona 
which  I  proposed  as  to  foreign  sugary 
caused  a  forced  entry  of  foreign  sugar  in 
the  month  of  July  in  that  year,  and  there- 
fore the  entries  of  foreign  sugar  in  the 
two  years  do  not  afford  a  fair  comparison  ; 
but  the  whole  falling-off  in  the  quantities 
cleared  for  consumption  has  occurred,  not 
in  colonial,  but  in  foreign  sugar.  The  con- 
sumption of  West  India  has  increased 
from  2,771,148  cwt.  in  1848,  to  3,070,273 
cwts.  in  1849;  Mauritius  from  812,808 
cwts.  in  184S,  to  997,541  cwta.  in  1849; 
East  India  from  1,352,599  cwts.  in  1848, 
to  1,356,548  cwts.  in  1849;  whilst  foreign 
had  decreased  from    1,225,866   cwta.  in 

1848,  to  497,764  cwU.  in  1849.  Nor  has 
the  increased  entry  of  foreign  spirits  de- 
pressed the  home  trade.  In  the  quantity 
<>f  British  spirits  which  hs  paid  duty  for 
consumption,  there  has  been  an  increase; 
for  in  1<48  they  amounted  to  22,202,379 
gallons^  and  to  22,920.000  gallons  in  1849. 
The  quantity  entered  for  consumption  in 
Ireland  had  fallen  off  upon  the  year;  but 
then(>  has  been  an  increase  upon  the  last 
quarter  ending  Jannanr  5,  for  in  1848  it 
was  '.:S7,9l>9  gallons,'  whilst  in  1849  it 
anKHinted  to  cU  2.696  gallons.  There  was 
only  oiiC  other  subject  of  importance  to 
whkh  he  w\Hikl  rvfer,  and  that  was  to  raw 
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materiab,  which  were  the  means  of  pro- 
Tiding  employment  for  our  labouring  popu- 
lation. I  haye  not  the  returns  for  the 
whole  jear,  hut  on  the  eleven  months  end- 
ing December  5th  in  each  year,  the  follow- 
ing were  the  results  : — 


Abticlm. 


Indigo owt. 

Madder  „ 

Madder  root  „ 

Flax   „ 

Hemp,  undrowed  ...  ,, 
Hides,  untanned,  dry  ,, 
Ditto        ditto     wet    ,, 

Ditto,  tanned lbs. 

Iron,  nn  wrought tons. 

Lead,  pig  and  sheet...     „ 

Spelter  „ 

iS „ 

Ofl,oliTe „ 

QuicksilTer    lbs. 

Silk,rmw „ 

Wool,  cotton owt. 

Ditto,  iheep   „ 

Ditto,  Alpaca „ 


56,822 

65,382 

119,312 

1,315,599 

698,264 

96,435 

320,806 , 

953,173 

21,608 

3,293 

11,120 

4,480 

7,125 

1,504,639 

3,645,371 

5.769,256 

60,800,579 

944,769 


79,976 

61,638 

141,017 

1,676,512 

911,120 

122,187 

506.294 

1,545,214 

24,542 

6,902 

14,964 

27,326 

15,191 

2,229,458 

4,303,610 

6,255,663 

70,204.837 

1,163,317 


This  table  justified  the  reflection,  that 
whilst  the  people  had  been  employed  in 
the  last  year,  means  had  been  afforded  to 
ihem  for  a  continuation  of  that  employment. 
It  had  been  said  that  large  imports  of 
copper  ore,  consequent  upon  remo?ing  re- 
■tricUons,  would  be  fatal  to  the  copper 
miiierB  of  this  country.  The  reverse  had 
been  found  to  be  the  fact;  and  I  have  the 
afttiflfaction  of  saying,  that  the  accounts 
from  the  mining  districts  of  Cornwall  were 
exceedingly  satisfactory.  Employment  was 
IniBk,  and  wages  were  good.  The  exports 
of  British  copper,  for  example,  in  bricks 
and  pigSf  had  increased,  in  the  eleven 
months  ending  January  5,  from  85,224 
ewto.  in  1849,  to  153,397  cwts.  in  1850; 
of  WTonght  copper,  ^m  5,156  cwts.  in 
1849,  to  17,835  cwts.  in  1850;  and  the 
ezpofta  of  brass  of  all  sorts  from  13,094 
ewta.  m  1849,  to  23,636  cwts.  in  1850. 
In  fsctf  there  was  scarcely  an  article  of 
aaj  sort  or  kind  as  to  which  ruin  and  dis- 
Imt  had  been  predicted  from  admitting 
tanign  produce,  which  had  not  utterly  fal- 
■ifiea  that  prediction  by  the  facts  of  in- 
nroiiCiil  production  at  home,  increased  ex- 
portation!, and  increased  employment.  The 
atate  of  the  shipping  tra<le  afforded  exactly 
die  like  testimony.  Taking  the  eleven 
wwp^ff  ending  December  5,  it  would  be 
ftnnd  that  the  number  of  ships  entered 
JBwarda  in  the  year  1848  had  been  24,049, 
4f  6,059,000  tons;  whilst  in  1849  there 
28,946  ships,  of  5,678,000  tons; 


and  the  number  of  ships  cleared  out- 
wards in  1848  were  23,394,  of  4,678,000 
tons;  whilst  in  1849  these  were  in- 
creased to  25,660  ships,  with  a  ton- 
nage of  5,120,000  tons.  From  the  situ- 
ation I  have  the  honour  to  fiU,  my  state- 
ment would  naturally  not  be  complete  if  I 
closed  it  without  reference  to  the  condition 
of  the  revenue.  I  am  happy  to  say,  there 
has  been  an  improvement  in  every  branch 
of  the  revenue  to  a  greater  extent  than  I 
had  expected.  The  result  of  the  year, 
partly  owing  to  increased  production,  but 
atill  more  to  reduced  expenditure,  left  an 
excess  of  income  above  expenditure  upon 
the  year  ending  the  5th  January  last,  of 
2,098,000?.  The  amount  of  gold  in  the 
Bank  was  another  satisfactory  sign,  for  it 
amounted  in  round  numbers  to  1 7,000,0002., 
against  15,000,000^  in  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  This  fact  sufficiently 
rebutted  the  assertion  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  have  a  large  impoi*t  of  corn  with 
an  increase  in  bullion.  It  had  been  said 
that  much  of  this  amount  might  be  owing 
to  importations  from  California  ;  but  I  do 
not  think  the  whole  sum  derived  from  that 
place  exceeded  600,0002.  or  700,0002. 
But,  whilst  making  these  satisfactory 
statements,  I  heartily  concur  in  the  wise 
advice,  that  we  should  not  be  too  much 
elevated  with  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try. I  thought  it  my  duty  two  years  ago, 
when  great  distress  and  alarm  prevailed, 
to  endeavour  to  check  the  discouragement; 
and  I  shall  think  it  equally  my  duty  now 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  any  undue 
excitement  and  overweening  confidence. 
I  have  felt  it  to  be  also  my  duty,  however, 
when  such  words  were  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  Address,  to  state  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  real  condition  of  the  country. 
I  sincerely  hope,  then,  that  no  rash  specu- 
lation will  disturb  the  general  well-doing  of 
the  people.  We  have,  in  my  belief,  en- 
tered upon  a  course  of  sound  improvement; 
and  my  earnest  hope  is,  that  it  will,  under 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  continue  ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  its  present  temporary 
depression,  the  agricultural  interest  may 
participate  in  the  general  improvement. 
When  it  does  arise  from  that  state  of 
partial  depression,  its  prosperity  will  be 
based,  not  upon  the  delusive  foundation  of 
protection,  but  upon  the  firm  foundation  of 
its  own  industry  and  exertion,  on  which  it 
could  never  bo  shaken. 

Mr.  H.  A.  HERBERT  hoped  the  House 
would  not  consider  it  presumptuous  in  him 
to  rise  at  so  early  a  period  of  the  Session. 
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He  had  had  no  idea  of  doing  so  when  he 
entered  the  House,  nor  would  he  now  tres- 
pass on  their  attention,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  some  expressions  of  an  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  moved  the  Address.  Both  the 
hon.  Member  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  spoken  but  little 
of  Ireland,  and  he  (Mr.  Herbert)  presumed 
it  was  but  little  on  the  old  principle,  that 
"  least  said  was  soonest  mended.''  One 
assertion  had,  however,  been  made,  which 
evidently  seemed  to  have  made  a  strong  im- 
pression on  the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  Address  said,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer repeated,  that  an  enormous  dimi- 
nution had  taken  place  in  the  number  of 
persons  receiving  relief  in  Ireland,  and 
from  that  was  deduced  a  comparative  state 
of  prosperity,  or  at  all  events  of  improve- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
"Dispute  my  facts  if  you  can.**  He  (Mr. 
Herbert)  was  not  there  to  dispute  the  facts, 
hut  he  was  there  to  dispute  the  deductions; 
and  he  would  now  show  that  the  facts 
cited  did  not  necessarily  prove  an  improve- 
ment in  Ireland  in  1849  as  compared  with 
1848.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  from 
the  returns  dated  December  9,  1848,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  number  of  those  receiving 
indoor  relief  were  187,803.  The  exact 
number  was  only  186,403;  but  for  his  (Mr. 
Herbert's)  purpose  those  figures  were  near 
enough.  In  the  same  report  it  was  stated 
that  the  outdoor  relief  on  the  same  date 
was  315,719,  but  that  in  December,  1849, 
the  number  was  only  95,449.  He  (Mr. 
Herbert)  contended  that  that  did  not  show 
any  real  diminution  of  destitution.  Any 
hon.  Gentleman  who  read  that  return  would 
find  that  there  had  been  additional  house 
accommodation  provided  for  50,806  per- 
sons. Let  any  hou«  Gentleman  go  into 
any  part  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  he 
would  find  whole  streets  and  every  building 
erected  in  them  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or 
commerce  converted  into  workhouses.  It 
was  also  woll  known  that  when  once  out- 
door relief  was  established  in  any  district, 
a  vast  mass  of  imposture  was  connected 
therewith.  It  was  impossible  to  check  that, 
and  consequently  the  numbers  315,719  did 
not  represent  th^  actual  destitution  that 
exiated  in  1848.  He  would  appeal  to  the 
hoQ.  Gentlemen  in  the  House  who  had 
bi  eodeavouring  to  work  the  poor4aw 
in  Ireland,  if  that  was  not  note- 
case?. The  right  hoa.  Baro- 
mber  for  Tamworth,  then  in 
ad  in  aa  able  speech  which 


he  made  last  year,  that  he  believed  there 
would  be  no  safety  in  Ireland  in  adminis- 
tering the  poor-law,  unless  they  returned 
to  the  law  of  1836.  But  he  (Mr.  Herbert) 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  another  reason  for  the  diminution  in 
the  number  of  Irish  paupers.  Many  of  the 
315,000  referred  to  had  migrated  to  Eng- 
land. He  would  ask  any  Gentleman  who 
paid  any  attention  to  the  subject  if  the 
highways  and  byways  of  England  were  not 
thronged  with  Irish  paupers  ?  He,  during 
the  autumn  spent  a  few  weeks  4ii  the  south 
of  Scotland,  and  walked  through  a  great  por- 
tion of  Northumberland,  and  observed  that 
those  places  were  thronged  with  his  unfor- 
tunate countrymen.  It  might  be  said  that 
they  came  over  to  reap  the  harvest,  but 
numbers  of  them  told  him  that  they  were 
living  on  their  wits  for  the  last  two  years; 
and  some  of  them  had  so  completdy  ex- 
changed the  Irish  brogue  for  the  Scotch 
twang,  that  until  he  spoke  to  them  in  their 
own  dialect,  he  could  not  tell  that  thej  were 
Irishmen.  Death  had  also  greatly  dimin- 
ished the  paupers.  Many  districts  had 
been  half  depopulated  by  that  means. 
Many  hon.  Members  in  that  House  who 
had  been  in  Ireland  this  season  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  vast  numbers  of  roofless 
houses  and  deserted  homesteads  which 
could  be  everywhere  seen.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  therefore  no  right  whatever  to 
infer  the  increased  prosperity  of  Ireland 
from  the  diminished  amount  of  paupers.  If 
the  House  would  look  at  the  figures  in  the 
returns  referred  to,  they  would  find  that 
there  had  been  an  extraordinary  diminution 
of  numbers  in  one  week.  In  the  week  be- 
fore November  9,  they  were  in  round  num- 
bers 105,000;  the  next  week  they  were 
only  95,000.  In  the  margin  he  found  the 
diminution  accounted  for  in  these  words: 
'*  This  sudden  diminution  arose  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances  in  the  Kilrush  union." 
He  wished  to  know  what  those  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances were.  If  outdoor  relief  were 
to  be  taken  as  a  test  of  improvement,  then 
there  must  have  been  some  sudden  burst 
of  improvement,  for  there  was  no  outdoor 
relief  at  all  given  at  that  time  in  Kilrush, 
the  most  impoverished  and  bankrupt  dis- 
trict in  Ireland.  Having  compared  the 
exports  of  1848  and  1849,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded  to  the  Customs,  and 
admitted  there  was  a  decrease.  He  said 
there  was  an  increase  during  the  last  quar- 
ter, but  took  good  care  not  to  give  the 
figures.     He  (Mr.  Herbert)  suspected  they 
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were  so  very  small  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman preferred  not  mentioning  them.  In 
Ireland  thej  would  he  very  thankful  to 
have  even  a  small  improvement.  They 
were,  however,  so  accustomed,  from  day  to 
day,  to  hear  the  voice  of  woe,  to  see  their 
property  passing  away  from  them,  to  hear 
well-authenticated  accounts  of  destitution, 
and  to  look  absolute  ruin  in  the  face,  that 
accounts  of  destitution  and  misery  hardly 
now  affected  them.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  mover  of  the  Address  laid  great  stress 
on  the  diminution  of  crime.  That  could 
be  accounted  for  by  the  proportionate  di- 
minution in  the  population.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman alluded  to  sheepstealing,  and  stated 
that  there  had  been  a  diminution  in  that 
description  of  crime  also.  He  did  not, 
however,  allude  to  the  fact  that  there  had 
been  so  great  a  diminution  in  sheep  that 
there  was  hardly  one  left.  He  (Mr.  Herbert) 
bad  heard  of  a  dialogue  between  a  Hun- 
garian nobleman  and  a  Scotchman.  The 
Dcotchman  said  he  had  so  many  sheep  on 
bb  estate.  The  Hungarian  said,  he  could 
not  tell  how  many  sheep  he  had  on  his  estate, 
bat  he  could  tell  how  many  shepherds  were  in 
bis  employment.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
iM  the  House  what  diminution  had  taken 
place  in  sheep,  it  would  go  far  to  account  for 
tbe  diminution  in  sheepstealers.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  said,  *'  Dispute  my  facts 
if  jou  can."  He  (Mr.  Herbert)  was  ready 
to  dispnte  his  facts;  and  he  would  call  on 
tbe  House  to  receive  with  great  caution 
anything  coming  from  the  supporters  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  with  respect  to 
tbe  prosperity  of  Ireland.  He  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
did  not  think  that  he  spoke  with  the 
aUgbtest  disrespect  of  the  Government; 
but  be  would  show  the  House  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  on  other  ocea- 
siaaa  made  statements  concerning  Ireland 
wbicb  were  utterly  at  variance  with  the 
aetual  state  of  things.  In  a  speech  de- 
Hfered  last  Session,  the  right  hon.  Genile- 
BMn  aaid — 


It  was  oertainlj  very  satisfketory  to  have  to 
that,  with  the  exoeption  of  a  very  small  por- 
ef  Irdmnd,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  assist- 
whatever  was  either  wished  for  or  neces- 
mrr.  The  greater  portion  of  the  east  and  north 
ef  Ireland  was  not  more  distressed  at  this  mo- 
amt  tbaa  the  south  of  England ;  and  in  several 
elharfarteof  Irdand  there  was  not  the  least  need 
ef  aMstaaoe.  He  might  refer  to  the  case  of  the 
VdIob  of  listowel,  in  which  the  collection  of  rates 
bad  ftdlea  biio  some  disorder.  A  commissioner 
bad  beoi  sent  down,  and  within  six  weeks  the  de- 
due  had  not  only  been  paid  up,  but  700/. 
~  to  the  credit  ef  the  union." 


But  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case  ?.  At 
the  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
using  these  words,  the  debt  of  that  union 
had  increased.  He  (Mr.  Herbert)  had  no 
connexion  with  the  union  by  property,  but  as 
it  was  connected  with  the  county  he  repre- 
sented, he  had  taken  much  trouble  in  in- 
quiring into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and,  as 
far  as  the  accounts  and  the  statements  of 
the  most  intelligent  clerk  of  the  union,  and 
the  admission  of  the  assistant  inspector. 
Lynch,  could  go,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  report,  the  union 
was  in  debt  at  that  time.  The  guar- 
dians were  dismissed  and  vice-guardians 
appointed  in  November,  1848 ;  the  debt 
then  amounted  to  5,2342.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  made  his  speech  on  the  7th 
February,  1849.  A  week,  however,  be- 
fore, the  debt  had  amounted  to  5,729^; 
and  yet  this  was  the  union  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  put  all  to  rights  —  so 
much  so  that  there  was  700/.  in  pocket. 
The  vice-guardians  continued  the  manage- 
ment, and  by  the  4th  August  the  debt 
had  increased  to  15,927/.  The  rate  in  aid 
was  actually  levied  in  that  union,  bankrupt 
as  it  was.  As  a  proof  of  what  the  vice- 
guardians  must  have  thought  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  union,  he  would  mention  the 
fact  that  they  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Messrs.  Russell  for  a  supply  of  Indian 
meal,  on  the  price  of  which  they  con- 
tracted to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  27  per 
cent.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  anything 
to  the  disparagement  of  these  gentlemen; 
he  merely  mentioned  the  fact.  When 
the  guardians  were  restored,  the  first 
thing  they  did  was  to  strike  rates,  and 
on  one  occasion  14^.  Qd.  in  the  pound 
was  actually  agreed  to  be  levied.  The 
assistant  inspector  attended  the  meeting, 
and  what  did  he  do  ?  Why,  he  endea- 
voured to  dissuade  the  guardians  from 
levying  so  high  a  rate,  and,  after  some 
correspondence  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
the  guardians  were  induced  to  strike 
lower  rates  than  they  intended,  and  the 
probability  was,  that  the  diminished  rate 
would  be  referred  to  in  due  time  as  an 
evidence  of  returning  prosperity.  With 
respect  to  the  Amendment,  as  an  Irish 
Member  he  must  vote  for  it.  Under  no 
circumstances  could  Ireland  have  gone 
through  the  crisis  without  much  difficulty 
and  suffering ;  but  his  belief  was,  that  the 
effect  of  recent  legislation  had  been  to  ag- 
gravate and  increase  those  difficulties.  lie 
represented  a  county  (Kerry)  in  which  the 
local  taxation  had  enormously  increased. 
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In  1835,  the  amount  was  30,9512.;  in 
1845,  41,0952.;  in  1849,  it  had  increased 
to  155,4172.;  while  in  the  adjoining  county 
of  Limerick  it  had  increased  from  45,000^ 
to  oyer  200,0002.,  while  in  the  same  county 
the  cultiyation  of  wheat  had  fallen  off  from 
1847  to  1848  from  52,000  acres  to  32,000. 
He  hoped  the  doctrine  of  expediency — the 
tyrant's  plea  —  would  no  longer  he  put 
forth  as  a  reason  why  Ireland's  interests 
should  be  sacrificed  to  saye  a  Ministry 
from  embarrassment. 

Mr.  W.  fag  an  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  not 
made  a  single  obscnration  pertinent  to  the 
subject  before  the  House.  Respecting  the 
improyement  of  Ireland,  he  differed  from 
the  hon.  Member,  who  should  recollect 
what  was  the  condition  of  that  country 
prior  to  and  during  the  potato  famine. 
Four  millions  of  the  people  subsisting  on  a 
description  of  food  which  failed  them  dur- 
ing a  period  of  three  years,  and  the  tenant- 
farmers  obligeil  to  dispose  of  their  cattle 
and  farming  implements  for  subsistence. 
A  bettor  state  of  things  was  now  in  pro- 
gress; and  although  the  improTcmont  was 
not  extonsivo,  it  was  still  improvement,  and 
gave  gooil  indications  for  the  future.  Prices 
within  the  lust  two  months  had  consider- 
ably imprv>ved.  In  cattle  alone  the  rise 
had  boon  equal  to  1  /.  a  head.  It  had  been 
as^ortoil  that  the  Irish  workhouses  had 
Ikhmi  considerably  rolioveil  by  the  emigra- 
tion of  paujH^rs  to  Kngland.  He  belieyed 
that  such  was  tho  case;  and  it  was  with 
nuich  ploasurx^  ho  statoil  that  many  of  these 
vagrants  had  mot  with  employment  in  Eng- 
land—a cin'umstanco  altogether  owing  to 
fr^v  trade.  VjKm  tho  subject  of  froe  trade 
ho  ontirx^ly  ditforxni  fnnu  his  hv^n,  and  gal- 
lant i'olloaguo,  who  sooondiHl  the  Amoud- 
monl«  Ho  ivuKl  understand  the  motive 
ami  object  which  Gontlomon  opposite  had 
in  soKvting  tho  gallant  OlHcor  for  that  duty. 
IVrsonallY,  no  man  was  K^itor  entitled  to 
that  comi^linuM^t,  or  to  any  other  which 
could  bo  Wstowi\l  U|vn  him:  but  this  was 
tho  gallant  OtHcorV  tirst  ap(varanco«  an^l 
ho  vX«r,  Fagaw>  C\ndd  not  but  |H>rceivo  that 
tho  obiivt  in  soKvting  him  was  to  indicate 
that  his  oKvliou  )Kas  an  ovidomv  of  roac- 
Iwn  aisainst  tVxv  travio.  I  r.tcvr*- /Knu  f,W 
l\vlr\*li\vMWl*.  I  Ho  om^^taticaUv  denied 
iKd^l  anoh  was  tho  case*  and  ho  thought  ho 
WM  in  1^  |H^it\ou  to  make  gv\Hl  tho  asscr- 
liwi  iKd^l  |vt\^t\vtivn\  had  WxHhhxc  whiitc\cr 
Itt  A*  wUh  th^t  oUvtion,  I**  Oh!  oh!**] 
i  pW)vftr\sl  to  n\ako  gvwl  his  assor- 
IH  Iw  S|H^o\*h  fuMw  the  Thrvmo  an 


intention  was  indicated  of  introdacing  a 
measure  for  amending  the  franchise  in 
Ireland.  The  miserable  franchise  which 
now  existed  was  one  of  the  main  causes  of 
the  election  of  the  gallant  0£Scer.  There 
was  BO  much  difficulty  in  the  present  system 
that  people  had  grown  apathetic,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  registry  was  neg- 
lected. In  the  city  of  Cork  the  registry 
had  actually  become  a  nullity.  He  conld 
show  that  a  great  number  of  those  who  had 
supported  the  gallant  Officer  were  not  pro- 
tectionists; the  chairman  of  his  election 
committee  was  a  free-trader.  He  did 
think  that  the  circumstances  connected 
with  an  election  which  had  made  so  much 
noise  were  altogether  misapprehended.  The 
same  result  would  have  taken  place  al- 
though protection  had  neyer  been  heard  of. 
In  the  great  constituency  of  the  connty  of 
Cork  the  tenant-farmers  were  decidedly 
free-traders.  These  persons  haye  taken  a 
different  view  of  that  question  from  the 
farmers  of  England.  Whether  that  arose 
from  the  connexion  between  the  landlords 
of  England  and  their  tenants  being  closer 
than  that  which  prevailed  in  Ireland,  he 
could  not  say;  but  the  fact  he  had  asserted 
could  not  be  disputed.  He  thought  the 
display  recently  made  in  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland  by  the  landlords,  would  not 
prove  beneficial  to  them.  The  course 
adopted  by  many  well-meaning  Gentlemen 
of  taking  advantage  of  certain  political 
views  entertained  by  Gentlemen  who  had 
never  expressed  any  sympathy  with  the 
misgovemment  to  which  uie  Irish  people 
had  been  subjected,  was  not  prudent.  He 
believed  that  the  yery  agitation  which  pre- 
yailed  in  Ireland  would  of  itself  compel  the 
landlords  to  come  to  a  fair  adjustment  with 
their  tenants,  who  would  then,  having  an 
interest  in  the  land,  become  as  industri- 
ous as  any  of  the  like  class  in  England. 
He  was  persuaded  that  protection  neyer 
added  a  farthing  to  the  poor  man's  wages 
in  Ireland,  and  that  free  trade  had  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  low  prices 
.  that  had  prevailed  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
[  dom.  With  cheap  food,  it  was  undeniable 
•  that  both  tenants  and  labourers  in  Ireland 
?  must  bo  better  off. 

Sir  J.  B.  WALSH  contended,  in  opposi- 
tion to  tho  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
viown,  that  Int^land  had  been  a  peculiar 
sucfcrvr  by  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on 
torvlgn  com.  Ho  was  at  a  loss  to  know» 
r.otwithstauding  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Cicntlomau  tho  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
\b.c\^uor.    when?   th«  glowing   pictures  of 
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prosperity  in  which  the  Government  in- 
dulged were  to  he  found.  It  was  not  their 
(the  protectionists')  fault  that  they  were 
not  in  enahled,  on  that  occasion,  to  join 
in  a  loyal  and  respectful  Address  to  the 
Throne,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  husi- 
nesa  of  the  Session.  The  Amendment  was 
in  a  manner  forced  upon  them  hy  a  passage 
in  the  Speech,  which  appeared  to  have 
heen  introduced  into  it  hy  the  Government 
for  the  very  purpose  of  provoking  a  divi- 
sion. Was  it  only  the  owners  and  occu- 
piers of  land  who  were  interested  in  this 
great  question  ?  No  man  who  really  un- 
derstood the  connexion  hetween  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society  in  this  country 
eould  for  a  moment  helieve  that  the  dis- 
tress and  ruin  which  any  injury  to  the 
agricultural  interest  could  create,  would  he 
eonfined  to  the  agricultural  interest  alone. 
Bnt  the  Government  had  not  heen  content 
with  this  mode  of  disregarding  the  com- 
plaints and  the  meetings  of  the  country  ; 
they  had  actually  gone  out  of  their  way  to 
declare  to  the  whole  country  that  they  in- 
tended that  the  grievances  and  the  distress 
complained  of,  should  have  neither  remedy 
nor  consideration.  They  had  chosen  to 
bring  forward  a  gentleman,  who,  however 
estimable  in  private  life,  was  identified 
with  a  particular  system.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  name  of  Napoleon  was  a  sys- 
tem, and  if  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  was  likewise  a  system,  it 
was  the  system  of  the  Anti-Corn  Law 
League.  He  wished  to  know  whether  it 
eooKi  be  considered  a  prudent  or  a  wise 
conrse  of  the  Government  not  to  give  to 
one  from  among  their  own  steady  and  uni- 
form supporters  the  complimentary  offer  of 
moving  the  Address  in  answer  to  the 
Speech,  but  to  go  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  one  who  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League,  and  as- 
aociated  with  all  the  movements  of  that 
body.  .  The  Ministry  that  acted  thus  show- 
ed that  they  were  not  the  principals  in  this 
eonftest,  bat  that  the  real  principals  were 
the  landed  interest  of  the  united  kingdom 
oa  the  one  side,  and  the  spirit  and  power 
of  demagoguism  on  the  other.  He  denied 
all  the  positions  on  which  the  hon.  Member 
Ibr  the  West  Riding  and  his  party  had  ar- 
gued this  question.  If  they  looked  to  the 
people  of  England  and  Ireland,  they  would 
see  the  manufacturing  interest  was  con- 
ined  to  a  very  limited  area,  and  that  the 
■grieiiltiiral  interest,  on  the  contrary,  com- 
priied  fbor-fifths  of  the  kingdom.  If, 
ihawioro,  any  great  injury  occurred  to  the 


agricultural  body,  all  their  small  towns — 
their  Readings,  their  Devizes,  and  such  like 
places — must  inevitably  be  involved  in  the 
same  common  ruin.  Even  the  tradesmen 
of  this  great  metropolis  would  be  sufferers 
under  any  great  calamity  that  happened  to 
agriculture.  If  the  rents  on  the  richest 
soils  must  be  reduced  to  meet  the  reduced 
profits,  everything  must  not  only  be  re- 
duced, but  swept  away  altogether — capital, 
scientific  applications,  and  the  employment 
of  labour  resulting  from  them  on  the  poorer 
soils.  When  this  was  done,  how  was  the 
increased  poor-rate  and  the  mass  of  taxa- 
tion on  the  land,  now  found  so  grievous  to 
bear,  to  be  provided  for  with  the  diminished 
resources  resulting  from  free  trade  ?  The 
peculiarity  of  the  poor-rate  was,  that  it  al- 
ways increased  when  the  means  to  meet  it 
diminished;  and  it  would  soon  swallow  up 
the  whole  property  vested  in  those  counties 
where  poor  soils  predominated,  as  it  had 
already  swallowed  up  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  south  of  Ireland.  There  was 
one  thing  he  had  observed  Gentlemen  o|)- 
posite  always  urged,  and  that  had  formed  a 
large  portion  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that 
was  the  supposed  power  of  the  soil  and  the 
capability  of  the  farmer  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  produce.  No  one  was  more 
fully  aware  than  himself  of  the  fact  that 
farming  in  England  was  capable  of  great 
improvement.  He  had  always  encouraged 
improvements  on  his  own  estates,  and  with 
some  success;  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  law  from  which  there  was  no  escape,  that 
additional  produce  could  only  be  obtained 
by  additional  outlay  of  capital.  It  was  a 
false  and  erroneous  statement  to  say  that 
the  English  farmer  was  deficient  in  indus- 
try— that  he  was  lazy  and  wanted  enter- 
prise. Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  It  was  true  that  in  some  districts 
the  farmer  had  not  profited  by  all  the  im- 
provements discovered;  but  it  was  equally 
true  that,  to  enable  him  to  do  so,  there 
must  be  a  large  outlay  of  capital  for  drain- 
ing, subsoiling,  levelling  fences,  making 
roads,  purchasing  expensive  manures,  &c. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Address 
brought  forward  the  case  of  a  farm  in  Glou- 
cestershire, which  had  let  for  20^.  per  acre 
lately,  but  was  now  fetching  double  that 
amount.  But  the  material  ingredient  in 
the  bargain,  by  which  the  House  would  be 
enabled  to  come  to  a  right  understanding 
in  that  case,  was  but  lightly  touched  upon 
by  the  hon.  Member.  He  said  there  had 
been  some  draining  done;  but  he  should 
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like  to  know  what  had  been  the  outlay  of 
capital  to  enable  the  owner  to  command 
this  great  additional  rent.  The  House 
should  recollect  that  the  countries  with 
which  they  were  forced  into  competition 
were  by  no  means  under  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  improvements.  On  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  subsoiling  was  unknown, 
draining  did  not  exist,  and  the  cultivation 
was  of  the  rudest  character.  They  did  not 
read  their  Professors  Low  and  Liebig,  and 
had  never  heard  of  Mechi  and  Huxtable. 
They  scratched  over  a  piece  of  ground, 
threw  in  the  seed,  and  reaped  the  crop. 
This  was  done  for  four  or  five  years,  and 
then  they  treated  the  next  piece  of  land  in 
the  same  way.  Thus  the  English  farmer 
was  obliged  to  be  at  a  great  outlay,  and 
have  recourse  to  all  the  arts  of  science, 
while  those  with  whom  he  was  brought 
into  competition  carried  on  their  business 
without  either  the  one  or  the  other.  The 
match  was  therefore  a  most  unequal  one. 
The  law  of  competition  was  just  this : — A 
little  competition,  nobody  could  deny, 
quickened  and  stimulated;  in  the  absence 
of  all  competition  a  man  became  careless, 
and  paid  anything  but  a  proper  attention 
to  his  business.  But  if  competition  was 
carried  too  far,  it  injured  and  destroyed; 
it  plunged  individuals  or  nations  into  utter 
despair.  They  were  now  about  to  decide 
the  question  whether  the  English  farmer 
was  to  have  that  amount  of  competition 
which  would  give  him  energy  and  spirit  to 
overcome  it,  or  a  degree  which  he  was  not 
able  to  encounter,  and  with  which  he  must 
be  overwhelmed.  This  question,  as  far  as 
experience  had  gone  in  the  present  year, 
seemed  to  have  been  decided  by  the  fact 
that  any  amount  of  corn  could  be  pro- 
cured at  such  low  prices  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  English  fanner  must  be 
altogether  overtaxed,  and  they  must  be 
reduced  to  the  lowest  state  of  depres- 
sion, and — God  forbid  he  should  ever  live 
to  see  it! — coincident  with  that  depres- 
sion the  manufacturing  interests  would  be 
entirely  dependent  on  the  foreign  custo- 
mer. Hon.  Members  opposite  had  taken 
care  that  this  should  be  the  first  subject  of 
debate  this  Session,  but  they  need  not 
hope  to  smother  it  at  once  by  that  policy. 
If  they  were  inclined  to  let  it  alone,  they 
would  be  driven  by  their  constituents  to 
force  it  on  the  attention  of  the  House.  It 
was  assumed  that  this  was  a  landlord *s 
question  and  a  landlord's  agitation;  but  he 
believed  that  it  was  totally  the  reverse. 
He   believed   the  tenant-farmers  and  the 


yeomen  were  far  more  inclined  to  reproach 
them  with  remissness,  backwardness,  and 
want  of  energy  in  their  cause,  than  with 
an  undue  inclination  to  forward  their  own 
interests.  The  agitation  had  nothing  of  a 
factitious  or  got-up  character  about  it ;  and 
it  would  be  continued  with  that  pertinacity 
which  Englishmen  always  showed  when 
they  felt  they  had  a  just  and  good  cause. 
Even  if  they  did  not  wish  it,  the  Members 
who  represented  the  agricultural  interest 
would  not  be  able  to  avoid  bringing  this 
subject  constantly  under  the  attention  of 
the  House,  He  wished,  in  conclusion,  to 
address  a  few  words  to  those  who  held  thai 
most  dogmatic  pretension  that  there  was 
something  in  the  decision  of  the  legislation 
on  this  subject  of  a  final  and  irreversible 
character;  that  it  was  not  susceptible  of 
reversion.  That  he  utterly  denied.  The 
whole  character  of  their  legislation  for  some 
years  past  had  been  purely  ezperimentaL 
They  were  always  trying  some  new  experi- 
ment— always  acting  upon  one  theory  or 
another — and  always  casting  aside  the  con- 
clusions of  all  their  experiments.  Had  a 
legislation  like  this  the  right  to  arrogate  to 
itself  finality  ?  The  very  circumstance  of 
their  legislation  being  experimental  sup- 
posed that  it  must  be  tested  by  the  result ; 
and  they  were  imperatively  bound  to  change 
if  that  result  should  deceive  the  expectation 
or  belie  the  predictions  of  its  projectors. 
It  was  sometimes  said  to  be  irreyocable 
because  it  was  founded  on  the  deliberate 
decision  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding,  at 
a  recent  meeting  at  Leeds,  said  that  out 
of  the  whole  House  of  Peers  he  believed 
there  were  but  twelve  who  in  their  hearts 
were  favourable  to  the  measure  of  free 
trade.  That  was  the  only  conclusion  in 
which  he  entirely  concurred  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding;  and  the 
first  point  in  this  irrevocable  and  final  le- 
gislation was,  that  it  was  passed  against 
the  convictions  of  one  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. With  regard  to  the  section  of  the 
Conservative  party  who  fortified  by  their 
votes  the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Member  for  Tamworth,  he  knew 
they  were  placed  in  a  difficult  position. 
They  believed,  doubtless,  that  they  were 
forced  to  sacrifice  their  own  individual  opin- 
ions to  maintain  the  merits  of  that  great 
party,  the  existence  of  which  they  believed 
essential  to  the  good  of  the  country;  but, 
admitting  that  construction  of  their  con- 
duct, and  admitting  also  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  a  conscientious  convert 
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to  free-trade  doctrines,  it  was  impossible 
that  two  hundred  Gentlemen  should,  at 
the  same  moment,  have  been  also  con- 
Tinced,  as  it  were,  by  an  electric  shock. 
He  gaye  those  Gentlemen  credit  for  the 
disinterested  character  of  their  vote;  but  he 
oould  not  but  believe  that  vote  was  given 
against  their  own  deliberate  conviction. 
And  then  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  the 
question  was  decided  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  majority  of  the  constituency  of 
this  country.  It  was  certain  that  an  in- 
disputable majority  of  the  constituency 
were  in  favour  of  protection,  and  returned 
A  majority  of  that  House  with'  the  belief 
that  they  would  vote  for  protection.  It 
must  be  owned  that  the  question  was  car- 
ried against  the  recorded  sense  of  the  con- 
stituency, and  against  the  real  convictions 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  representatives 
themselves;  and  how,  then,  could  it  be  pre- 
tended that  this  experimental  piece  of  le- 
gislation must  now  be  considered  as  final 
and  irrevocable  ?  With  this  fresh  in  their 
recollections,  and,  still  more  painfully  fresh, 
the  disastrous  results  of  this  experiment, 
he  trusted  they  would  never  hear  again  of 
ita  irrevocable  character.  The  House  would 
be  forced  to  record  its  vote  on  that  ques- 
tioD;  but  the  agricultural  Members  would 
feel  it  their  duty  not  only  to  divide  them, 
but  to  discuss  the  question  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  to  advocate  a  return  to  protection 
again  and  again  during  the  Session.  He 
trusted  they  would  be  met  with  fair  argu- 
ments and  with  a  candid  spirit ;  and  he 
hoped  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  extin- 
guish discussion,  on  the  pretence  that  the 
|Nresent  debate,  and  the  division  which  would 
ensQCy  would  place  it  in  the  position  of  fait 
ikseomplif  a  conclusion  at  which  he  could 
assure  them  the  country  would  not  allow 
them  to  arrive. 

Mb.  GRANTLEY  BERKELEY  moved 


Loud  cries 
He  bowed 


the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
o/"No,  no  I"  and  "  Goon!" 
to  the  decision  of  the  House,  and  would 
take  that  opportunity  of  alluding  to  certain 
peenliarities  of  the  Royal  Speech.  He 
deeply  regretted  that  all  mention  of  one 
groat  portion  of  the  British  empire  was  to- 
tallj  left  out,  just  as  if  the  colonies  of  this 
great  empire  were  no  longer  of  any  import- 
anee  to  the  State.  He  must  also  make 
a  remark  upon  one  paragraph  in  the 
Speech: — 

"With  regard  to  those  foreign  States  whose 
Havigatkm  £iW8  have  hitherto  been  of  a  restric- 
tHa  ehanoter,  Her  Majesty  has  received  from 
wmtlfull  ctf  tbem  aMorances  which  induce  Her  to 


hope  that  onr  example  will  speedily  lead  to  a  great 
and  general  diminution  of  those  obstacles  which 
previously  existed  to  a  free  intercourse  by  sea  be- 
tween the  nations  of  the  world." 

This  passage,  of  course,  excepted  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  self-protective  character  of 
whose  policy  was  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  message  of  the  President,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  actual  exclusion  of  British 
manufactures.  Another  paragraph  was  as 
follows : — 

"  Her  Majesty  greatly  laments  that  any  portion 
of  her  subjects  should  be  suffering  distress ;  but 
it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratification  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  witness  the  increased  enjoyment  of  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  which  cheapness 
and  plenty  have  bestowed  upon  the  great  body  of 
Her  people." 

That,  again,  must  be  supposed  to  intend 
the  exception  of  that  portion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's people  the  colonists,  who  were  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  state  of  ruin  and  dis- 
tress. He  had  observed  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Manchester,  in 
a  recent  speech,  had  said  that  it  would  be 
a  blessing  to  this  country  if  the  colonies 
could  be  swept  away  altogether.  He  did 
not  expect  to  hear  such  a  sentiment  from 
one  who  had  enjoyed  the  honour  of  a  seat 
at  the  Councils  of  Her  Majesty.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  was  struck  with  amazement 
when  he  found  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  West  Riding — that  illustrious  disciple 
of  peace — ^preaching  to  the  people  in  words 
which,  if  he  (Mr.  Grantley  Berkeley)  knew 
anything  of  the  English  language,  were  the 
words  of  disaffection  and  revolution.  Hav- 
ing, in  the  first  place,  devoted  his  talents 
— those  talents  which  they  all  knew  him  to 
possess;  and  his  eloquence — his  "una- 
dorned eloquence" — to  the  abolition  of  the 
state,  army,  and  navy  of  this  great  empire, 
he  then  turned  round,  and  when  he  found  that 
it  suited  his  purpose  to  do  so,  preached  up 
war  and  disaffection.  The  hon.  Member  had 
tauntingly  observed  that  the  agricultural  in- 
terests had  been  recently  exhumed  for  a  party 
purpose;  but  the  fact  was  that  those  inte- 
rests had  been  foully  and  most  unconstitu- 
tionally murdered.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  there  ought  to  be  a  reduction 
of  taxation  ;  but  in  what  better  way  could 
the  Government  reduce  taxation  than  by 
raising  a  supply  from  the  pockets  of  the 
foreigner  ?  It  was  idle  to  say  it  was  all 
a  question  of  rent.  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  if  every  sixpence  of  rent  were 
taken  off  the  light  hill  land  in  the  county 
with  which  he  was  connected,  it  would  be 
still  impossible  to  farm  the  land  to  profit 
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at  tbe  present  prices.  The  Manchester 
school  were  endeavouring  to  stir  up  ill 
feeling  between  the  landlords  and  the  ten- 
ants on  this  question,  just  as  thej  had  en- 
deayoured  to  do  on  the  game-law  question; 
but  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  their  iniqui- 
tous designs  would  be  foiled.  The  hon. 
Mover  of  the  Address  had  alluded,  when 
referring  to  the  game  laws,  to  a  tenant 
in  his  (Mr.  Grantley  Berkeley's)  county, 
named  Josiah  Hunt.  Now  it  so  hap- 
pened, happily  or  unhappily,  that  this 
man  was  a  Quaker,  a  tenant  of  a  small 
farm,  whose  word  was  not  held  at  the 
valuation  of  a  single  farthing,  and  who 
had  been  employed  at  the  last  election  to 
bribe  the  voters  against  him  (Mr.  Grant- 
ley  Berkeley);  and  as  some  of  the  money 
had  not  been  accounted  for,  it  was  be- 
lieved that  it  was  still  in  the  Quaker's 
pocket.  Nothing  could  be  more  disgrace- 
ful than  the  treatment  the  tenant-farmers 
had  experienced.  If  any  complaint  was 
made  of  their  distress,  or  any  demand  of 
justice,  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester, 
with  that  gentleness  which  so  well  became 
his  cloth  and  cut,  threatened  them  with 
the  destruction  of  tbe  House  of  Lords. 
He  had  never  read  speeches  so  fraught 
with  danger  and  delusion  to  the  people  in 
general  as  those  of  the  Manchester  school; 
and  in  reply  to  these  men  he  would  say 
that  free  trade  had  been  given  to  the  coun- 
try when  the  country  was  not  in  a  fit  state 
to  receive  it,  and  that  the  burdens  of  the 
farmer  ought  now  to  be  taken  off,  and  the 
malt  tax  removed.  With  reference  to  the 
game  laws,  about  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester,  who  sometimes  overshot 
the  mark,  was  so  fond  of  talking,  it  was 
perhaps  necessary  to  say  that  another 
Quaker  had  given  evidence  before  the 
Committee  upon  the  subject,  in  which  he 
declared  that  he  had  not  taken  any  part, 
active  or  inactive,  te  get  up  a  cry  in  the 
county  of  Fife  against  the  game  laws.  He 
referred  to  that  to  show  the  fallacies  which 
had  been  resorted  to  in  reference  to  the 
game  laws  by  these  free-traders  when  they 
designed  to  sow  disaifection  between  land- 
lord and  tenant.  Did  the  Government 
imagine  that  they  had  given  free  trade  a 
fair  trial  ?  He  was  a  free-trader,  and  he 
answered  that  they  had  not.  Free  trade 
was  hurried  on  the  country  in  a  most  un- 
becoming manner.  The  country  was  not 
put  in  a  condition  to  receive  it,  and  was  no 
more  fit  for  it  when  it  was  passed  into  law 
than  the  colonies  had  been  prepared  for 
abolition  at  the  time  that  that  measure  was 


forced  upon  them.  In  order  to  have  fair 
free  trade,  the  burdens  which  now  weighed 
so  heavily  on  the  fanner  should  be  removed, 
and  the  malt  tax  should  be  abolished.  If 
Government  were  not  in  a  position  to  do 
so,  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  institnte 
free  trade.  He  hoped  ih&t  hon.  Members, 
in  recording  their  votes  on  this  question, 
would  be  uninfluenced  by  the  base  threats 
which  had  been  held  forth,  that  in  the 
event  of  any  effort  being  made  to  relieve 
the  distress  of  the  agriculturists,  riots 
would  spring  up  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  that,  in  fact,  England  would  be  on  the 
eve  of  a  civil  war.  The  country  was  at 
that  moment  threatened  with  more  serious 
disturbance  than  had  ever  menaced  it  be- 
fore. It  was  intolerable  that  the  tenant- 
farmers  should  not  be  permitted  to  meet 
in  a  constitutional  manner  to  give  expres- 
sion to  their  wishes  and  declare  their  grie- 
vances, without  the  interference  of  a  vile 
mob.  They  found  that  at  Reading,  Bed- 
ford, and  other  places,  persons  were  sent 
to  the  meeting  who  had  no  single  stake  in 
the  county;  and  then  they  were  told  when 
these  meetings  were  so  disturbed,  that  these 
people  had  been  constitutionally  defeated 
by  the  rabble  sent  to  disturb  them.  Now 
he  fancied  that  the  farmers  of  this  country 
had  a  right  to  meet  and  discuss  this  ques- 
tion. If  the  arguments  were  correct,  if 
trade  was  in  a  flourishing  state,  was  that 
a  reason  why  the  agriculturists  were  to  be 
lost  sight  of?  Were  they  not  a  vast  por- 
tion of  this  empire  ?  Had  not  our  chief 
prosperity  sprung  from  that  interest  ?  Was 
that  to  be  totally  forgotten,  and  were  they 
to  be  content  with  a  mere  allusion  to  it  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne?  He  held 
that  the  agriculturists  of  this  country  had 
been  ill  used  by  the  present  Government, 
that  their  interests  had  been  lost  sight  of. 
For  nearly  seventeen  years  he  had  been 
a  supporter  of  the  Government,  and  had 
never  spoken  against  them  before;  but, 
free-trader  as  he  was,  he  must  confess 
that  free  trade  had  been  a  most  deceptive 
measure.  When  he  was  making  that  as- 
sertion, he  knew  that  numbers  of  free- 
traders who  still  adhered  to  the  principle 
in  his  own  county  were  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. They  thought  that  though  the  mea- 
sure might  be  properly  founded  on  princi- 
ple, it  had  been  placed  on  a  wrong  footing; 
that  much  haste  had  been  exercised  in  the 
matter;  and  that  unless  something  was 
done,  the  agricultural  interest  must  go  to  a 
fast  and  overwhelming  ruin.  He,  there- 
fore, trusted  that  the  House,  in  coming  to 
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a  Tote  on  this  qaestion,  would  do  justice  to 
that  oppressed  and  too  quiet  class;  and 
that  thej  should  see  the  agricultural  in- 
terest retom  at  last  to  its  proper  state  in 
the  country. 

The  Mabquess  of  6RANBT  mo?ed  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  he  would  not 
oppose  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment; 
hat  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  understood 
that  the  diyision  should  be  taken  to-mor- 
row night.  He  would  wish  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  feeling  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  on  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion, especially  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  that  he  shared 
in  the  hope  of  the  noble  Lord  that  the  de- 
hate  woidd  be  closed  to-morrow  evening; 
hnt  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  the  presump- 
tion of  giving  a  pledge  for  himself  or 
others.  The  duration  of  the  debate  would 
Teiy  much  depend  on  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
tlonen  at  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
past  experience  had  taught  them  that  the 
nohle  Lord  did  not  always  find  it  an  easy 
matter  to  exercise  that  influence  which  he 
on^t  to  possess  over  his  own  supporters. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 
Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  February  1,  1850. 

Miinnm.]  New  Writ.— For  Windmr,  v.  Lord  John 
Hay*  Steward  of  the  Manor  of  Northstead.— For  Col- 
AaUm,  V.  Sir  (Seorge  Henry  Smyth,  baronet,  Chiltem 
Hmrarada. 

TRANSPORTATION  TO  THE  CAPE. 

Mr.  ADDERLET  begged  to  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  whether  the  Order  in  Council 
making  the  Cape  a  penal  settlement  had 
been  revoked  ? 

Mr.  ha  WES  replied  that  the  order  had 
been  reroked. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  wished  to  inquire  in 
the  next  place  whether  the  Neptune  con- 
Tiet  ship  had  been  removed  from  the  Cape, 
and  if  so,  what  was  its  destination  ?  Ho 
also  wished  to  know  if  there  was  any  truth 
in  a  mmour  that  Sir  Harry  Smith  was  to 
be  removed  in  consequence  of  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  ha  WES,  in  reply,  said,  that  or- 
ders had  been  given  some  time  ago  for  the 
removal  of  the  Neptune  from  the  Cape, 
and  that  her  destination  was  Van  Dicmcn's 
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Land.  There  was  no  foundation  for  the 
rumour  that  Sir  Harry  Smith  had  been  re- 
called. 

SESSIONAL  ORDERS— PUBLIC  BUSINESS, 

Mr.  HAYTER  moved  that  the  Sessional 
Orders  for  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
the  House  be  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  at  the  table  proceeded  to  read 
the  Orders  seriatim. 

On  Order  86, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement 
of  Public  Business,  on  days  on  which  Orders  have 
precedence  of  Notices  of  Motions,  and  after  the 
Notices  of  Motions  have  been  disposed  of  on  all 
other  days,  Mr.  Speaker  do  direct  the  Clerk  at 
the  Table  to  read  the  Orders  of  the  Day  without 
any  Question  being  put/' 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  that  Order  was 
an  alteration  proposed  by  himself  on  the 
former  practice  of  the  House,  under  the 
impression  that  it  would  prove  advanta- 
geous to  the  public  service.  But  he  found 
that  great  advantage  had  been  taken  of  it 
to  stop  and  impede  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions of  the  utmost  importance,  and  many 
hon.  Members  had  been  deprived  of  the  op- 
portunity of  bringing  forward  questions  in- 
teresting to  their  constituents  and  impor- 
tant to  the  public  at  large.  Another  evil 
which  had  arisen  from  it  was,  that  very 
great  confusion  in  the  transaction  of  pub- 
lic business  prevailed  at  the  end  of  the 
Session.  After  the  two  years'  experience 
which  they  had  had  of  this  Order,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  that  it  would  be  better 
to  return  to  the  old  state  of  things,  in 
which  every  Member  had  the  opportunity 
of  gaining  the  attention  of  the  House.  He 
should  move,  that  the  Order  just  read  be 
deferred  for  a  day  or  two,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  take  his  Motion  into  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  J.  E.  DENISON  said,  in  the  Com- 
mittee which  sat  for  the  arrangement  of 
public  business,  no  decision  had  been  come 
to  on  this  point,  because  the  Order  had 
emanated  in  the  first  instance  from  the 
House,  and  was  under  its  consideration  at 
the  time  of  its  sitting.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  that 
any  disadvantage  or  inconvenience  had 
arisen  to  the  public  service  from  its  in- 
troduction. Under  the  former  Order, 
great  confusion  and  inconvenience  had 
arisen  from  hon.  Members  never  being 
able  to  know  beforehand  what  subject 
would  be  discussed  in  the  course  of  the 
evening.     To  correct  that  evil  this  Order 
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wod  adopted,  and  the  expenence  of  two 
years  had,  in  his  opinion,  fully  proved  its 
advantages.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  House  would  ahide  hy  this  Sessional 
Order. 

Mil.  HENLEY  suggested  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  should  defer  the 
matter  until  another  occasion. 

Mr.  HUME  :  That  was  his  Motion.  He 
wished  merely  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Order. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  thought  that  the 
present  arrangement  had  been  productive 
of  very  great  convenience.  Under  the  for- 
mer practice,  any  hon.  Member,  when  the 
Order  of  the  Day  was  read,  had  the  power 
of  introducing  any  Motion  relating  to  any 
other  subject.  And  it  was  quite  true,  as 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mai  ton 
had  stated,  that  jt  was  utterly  impossible 
for  hon.  Members  to  know  beforehand  what 
wotild  be  the  subject  for  discussion  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  :  for  whatever  was 
the  Order  of  the  Day,  Motions  might  be 
brought  on  respecting  Canada,  Australia, 
or  any  other  subject  wholly  different  from 
that  to  which  the  Order  of  the  Day  re- 
ferred. The  House  found  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  this  practice  to  be  so  great, 
that  it  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  it,  and 
they  adopted  this  Sessional  Order,  under 
which  the  House  had,  during  the  last  Ses- 
sion more  particularly,  got  through  a  great 
deal  of  business  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
in  a  remarkably  short  space  of  time,  with- 
out any  impediment  being  placed  in  the 
way  of  hon.  Members  bringing  forward  Mo- 
tions of  public  importance.  With  this  ex* 
perience  of  the  benefit  accruing  from  this 
Sessional  Order,  he  thought  that  hon. 
Members  would  do  well  to  maintain  it. 

Mr.  HERRIES  thought  the  rule  might 
be  postponed  for  a  few  days  for  future 
consideration.  He  should  support  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  hoped  that  no 
time  would  be  wasted  in  the  discussion  of 
the  Order.  He  thought  it  was  perhaps 
rather  early  for  the  House  to  discuss  its 
advantages  or  disadvantages.  It  was  not 
a  new  measure  which  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  adopt  on  the  instant.  It  was  a 
measure  which  had  worked  well  in  the 
judgment  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Members 
of  the  House  who  took  an  active  part  in 
the  public  business.  He  hoped  that  the 
question  would  be  at  once  decided. 

Mr.  HORSMAN  said,  that  he  well  re- 
collected what  took  place  when  this  subject 
was  under  discussion  on  a  fonner  occasion. 


His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem^r  fbf  Montrose 
proposed  a  series  of  r^soletioDB,  the  iMeti  of 
which  that  hon.  Gentleman  bad  not  well  Un- 
derstood beforehand.  In  faet  their  effect  bad 
taken  the  hon.  Member  completely  bj  sur- 
prise. The  hon.  Member  bad  propoeed 
them  as  an  experiment,  and  he  now  re^ 
quested  the  House  to  consider  whether 
tbey  had  worked  well.  With  regni^  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  he  (Mr.  Hon^ 
man)  did  not  think  that  the  basiness  of 
the  House  had  been  conducted  in  a  satia^ 
factory  manner ;  he  considered  that  it  had 
been  most  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  BROTHERTON  thcmght  that  the 
experiment  which  had  been  tried  during 
the  last  two  years  had  worked  rery  well, 
and  to  the  advantage  both  of  the  pnl^ 
business  and  of  hon.  Members. 

Mr.  HUME  wished  before  the  Hoose 
divided  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply.  His 
object  had  been  not  to  thwart  but  to  pro* 
mote  the  public  business  of  the  eonntiy. 
He  considered  it  was  one  of  the  chief 
duties  of  the  House  to  give  every  faeili^ 
to  the  people  to  make  their  eomplunta  in 
that  House.  But  he  found  that  the  with- 
drawal first  of  Thursday,  then  of  Wednes- 
day nights  from  the  Members,  for  Motion 
nights,  had  placed  the  whole  of  the  titoie 
of  the  House  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minis- 
try, from  whose  neglect  a  great  deal  of 
business  was  required  to  be  done  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  Session  in  a  moat  hnrried 
and  therefore  defective  manner.  He,  there- 
fore, wished  to  have  an  opportnnitj  of 
laying  before  hon.  Members  in  a  more  de- 
tailed manner  the  inconveniences  which  had 
resulted  from  the  adoption  of  this  order. 
The  objection  of  which  the  noUe  Lord 
had  made  mention,  of  not  knowing  what 
subject  would  be  discussed,  he  (Mr.  Hame) 
was  prepared  to  meet  by  a  Motion  that 
hon.  Members  should  be  required  to  give 
previous  notice  of  their  intention  to  move 
anything  on  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Motion  made  and  Question  pat,  *'  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.* 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  81 ;  Noes 
151 :  Majority  70. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Adderley,  C.  B.  Bremridge,  R, 

Anstey,  T.  C.  Bright,  J. 

Baillio,  H.  J.  Broadwood,  H. 

Baldock,  E.  H.  Bromley,  R. 

Banks,  G.  Brooke,  Lord 

Bass,  M.  T.  BuUer.  Sir  J.  T. 

Berkeley,  hon.  G.  F.  Burghley,  Lord 

Best,  J.  Buxton,  Sir  E.  N: 

Blewitt,  R.  J.  Chatterton,  Col. 
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Christopher,  R.  A. 
CUTe,  H.  B. 
Gohden,  R. 
Codrington,  Sir  W. 
ColTile,  C.  R. 
C0110II7,  T. 
BiiTMlU  B. 
Drummondv  H. 
Farnham*  E.  B. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Fox.W  J. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Galwaj,  Vieei. 
Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Goddmrd,  A.  L. 
Grmnbj,  liarq.  of 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Harris,  hon.  Oapt. 
Benlej^J.  W. 
Henry,  A. 

Herries,  rt.  hon.  J.  G. 
Hodffson,  W.  N. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Jaoksoo,  W. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Kiqg,  hon.  P.  J.  L. 
Knox,  Col. 
Loreden,  P. 
Lowther,  hon.  CoL 
Lnshington,  C. 
Haekenzie,  W.  F. 
Meagher,  T. 
Maimers,  Lord  G. 


Maunsell,  T.  '^. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Mowatt,  F. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Mundy,  W. 
Neeld,  J. 
Newport,  Visct. 
Noel,  hon.  G.  J. 
O'Connor,  F. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Portal,  M. 
Rcpton,  G.  W.  J, 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Salwey,  Col. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Somerset,  Capt. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stoart,  J. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Thompson,  Aid. 
ToUemache,  J. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Waddington,  D. 
Walmsley,  Sir  J. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Williams,  J. 
Worcester,  Marq.  of 

TELLERS. 

Ilume,  J. 
Horsman,  E. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Aleoek,T. 
Arkwr^ffat,  G. 
AniistroD|[,  Sir  A. 
Bailey,  J.  jnn. 
Bttines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
BarriDgtoo,  Visct. 
Beike^y,  C.  L.  G. 
Bemal,  R. 
Bernard,  Viset. 
Blaekall,  S.  W. 
Boftrerie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Boyle,  h(m.  Col. 
Bramston,  T.  W. 
Brown,  W. 
Gardwell,  E. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
ChUders,J.  W. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Clifford,  H.  M. 
Cooks,  T.  S. 
Coke,  hon.  E.  K. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  £. 
Cowan,  C. 
Cnbitt,  W. 
CJorrie,  H. 
IMryiiiple,  Capt. 
Deeds,  W. 
I>sikisoD,  £. 
Honglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dramlanrig,  Visct. 


Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Eliice,  rt.  hon.  £« 
Ellis,  J. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
Evans,  W. 
Fagan,  W. 
Farrer,  J. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  II. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
French,  F. 
Frewen,  C.  II. 
Glyn,  G.  C. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  II. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Grcenall,  G. 
Grenfell,  C.  P. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grey,  R.  W. 
Gwyn,  H. 

Hallyburton,  Ld.  J.  F.G. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Harris,  R. 
Hastie,  A. 
Ilawes,  B. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Ilayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Headlam,  T.  E. 
Hoald,  J. 

Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Heyworth,  L. 


Boekworth,  Sir  J.  T.  B.  Hodges,  T.  L. 

Banean,  Visot.  Hogg,  Sir  J.  W. 

Bnnean,  G.  Howard,  Lord  E. 

Bonenft,  J.  Howard,  P.  H. 

Dimdas,  rt.  hon.  SirD.  Humphery,  Aid. 


Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Jocelyn,  Visct. 
Kildare,  Marq. 
Labouchoro,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
LasccUes,  hon.  E. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Lewis,  rt.  hon.  Sir  T.  F. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Littleton,  hon.  E.  R. 
Loch,  J. 

Lygon,  hon.  Gen. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Maitland,  T. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Martin,  J. 
Masterman,  J. 
Matheson,  A. 
Matheson,  Col. 
Maulo,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Milner,  W.  M.  E. 
Milton,  Visct. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Monsell,  W. 
Mostyn,  hon.  E.  M.  L. 
Naas,  Lord 
Ord,  W. 
Oswald,  A. 
Pakington,  Sir  J. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmerston,  Visct. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  Col. 
Pelham,  hon.  D.  A. 
Pendarvos,  £.  W.  W. 


Pennant,  hon.  Col. 
Pigott.  F. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Power,  Dr. 
Pugh,  D. 
Ricardo,  0. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Sandars,  J. 
Scropc,  G.  P. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smyth,  J.  G. 
Somerville,  rt.  hn.  Sir  W. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Stansficld,  W.  R.  C. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  P. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Stuart,  H. 
Tenison,  E.  K. 
Thomely,  T. 
Trelawny,  J.  S. 
TufneU,  H. 
Tynte,  Col.  C.  J.  K. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vivian,  J.  H. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walter,  J. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Whitmore,  T.  C. 
WiUyams,  H. 
Wortloy,  rt.  hon.  J.  S. 
WyviUe,  M. 
Young,  Sir  J. 

TKLLXRB. 

Denison,  J.  E. 
Brotherton,  J. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  he  was  aware  that 
there  were  many  inconveniences  attending 
the  old  system,  and  that  under  the  pre- 
sent system  the  greatest  possible  oppor- 
tunities were  afforded  for  impeding  public 
discussion ;  and  the  time  would  come,  if 
they  went  on  much  longer  as  they  were 
doing  now,  when  none  but  Ministers  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  claiming  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  At  the  present  moment, 
if  anything  disagreeable  to  Ministers  was 
coming  on,  they  adopted  the  means  of  pre- 
venting a  House  being  formed,  and  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  no  communication  with 
the  Ministers  had  no  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing forward  their  complaints.  These  were 
the  reasons  why  he  was  anxious  this  Order 
should  not  pass ;  he  would  not  be  denomi- 
nated factious  by  taking  another  division. 
He  bowed  to  the  decision  of  the  House ; 
he  would  fight  again  and  again  against 
such  contraction  of  popular  rights.  He 
thought  he  had  reason  to  know  that  the 
House  was  encroaching  rapidly  on  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

The   remaining  Sessional  Orders  were 
then  agreed  to. 
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ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  SPEECH- 
ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Marquess  of  GRANBY  said,  in 
the  observations  which  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  make  on  the  Motion  and  Amend- 
ment before  the  House,  he  should  confine 
himself  entirely  to  that  paragraph  in  Her 
Majesty's  gracious  Speech  to  which  the 
Amendment  was  directed.     He  thought  it 
would  be  generally  admitted  by  the  House 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  his  hon. 
Friend   the   Member  for    South  Lincoln- 
shire,  and  those  who  entertained  similar 
yiews,  to  agree  to  that  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  of  Her  Majesty  without  moving  an 
amendment  to  it.      That  paragraph  stated 
that  Her  Majesty  had  great  satisfaction  in 
congratulating  the  House  on  the  improved 
condition  of  commerce  and  manufactures; 
and  it  went  on  to  say,  that  Her  Majesty 
regretted  that  complaints  had  proceeded 
from  the  owners  and   occupiers  of  land. 
Now,  when  it  was  remembered  that  these 
complaints  did  not  proceed  solely  from  the 
occupiers  and  owners  of  land,  it  did  seem 
to  him  that  there  was  some  intention  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
insult  an  important  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.     He  did  not  think  the  Mover  of 
the  Address  would  have  assured  the  House 
that   that  language   was   not  intentional, 
and  that  it  was  an  oversight  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  at  least,  though 
there  might  not  be  an  intention   among 
them  to  extend  any  measure  of  relief  to 
the  agricultural  interest.     But  what  had 
been  the  language  of  the  hon.  Mover  of 
the  Address.     He  said,  adverting  to  that 
particular  question,  that  he  now   came  to 
that  part   of   Her  Majesty's    Speech,  in 
which  she  regretted  to  find  complaints  pro- 
ceeding from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  and  the  hon.  Member  repeated  those 
words  with  a  sneer;  but  he  (the  Marquess 
of  Granby)   could   not   think    that    sneer 
would  be  responded  to  in  that  House.     He 
believed  the  distress  of  the  owners  and  oc- 
cupiers of  land  would  receive  the  sympa- 
thy not    only  of  that  House,  but  of  the 
country;  because  every  thinking  man  must 
know  that  thov  could  not   be    distressed 
without  the  labourers  also  suffering.    That 
was  admitted  by  the  only  Member  of  the 
Government   who    had    yet    spoken — the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — who  stated  that  the  labourers 
participated  in  the  distress  which  prevailed; 
and    that   distress   fell    mainly    upon    the 
small  tenant-farmers.       Let  the  House  re- 
member that  those  farmers  constituted  a 


very  large  class.  According  to  Mr.  S pack- 
man's tables,  the  number,  inclading  the 
small  tenant-farmers  of  Ireland,  was  equal 
to  that  of  all  the  males,  above  20  years  of 
age,  employed  in  the  entire  manufactures 
of  the  country.     They  were  a  class  thai 
had  ever  proved  loyal  to  the  Sovereign — 
ever  ready  to  come  forward  to  defend  the 
constitution.      They  essentially  belonged 
to  the   middle   classes,   to  whom   it  was 
mainly  due,  under  Providence,  that  we  had 
been  saved  from  those  conyulsions  which 
had  overthrown  the  constitutions  of  foreign 
countries.     Upon  them  rested  the  stability 
of  the  empire.    The  distress  was  admitted 
to  exist,  and  the  reason  now  assigned  for 
it    was    the  abundance  of    the   harvest. 
Could  any  man  who  reflected  that  above 
ten  millions  of  quarters  of  grain  had  been 
imported  within  the  year  into  this  coantrj, 
entertain  a  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
lowness  of  prices  ?     No  doubt  there  had 
been  an  abundant  wheat  crop  last  year, 
but  then  the  crop  of  barley  had  been  a  de- 
ficient one,  and  it  should  be  recolleeted 
that  the  value  of  barley  amounted  to  two- 
thirds  of  that  of  wheat.     Again,  he  should 
like  to  know  how  it  happened  that  the  dis- 
tress this  year  was  attributed  to  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  while  last  year  the  prevailing 
distress  was  alleged  to  have  arisen  from 
the   deficiency  of  the  crops.      He  would 
wish  to  know   in   what  year   and  under 
what  circumstances  the  agricultural  interest 
might  expect  to  be  prosperous.    There  had 
been  lately  large  meetings  held  throughout 
the  conntry;  and  though  some  variety  of 
opinion   was   exhibited   at   them,    arising 
from  the  varied  composition  of  tho  assem- 
blies, it  was  at  all  of  them  clearly  stated, 
that  at  present  prices  they  could  not  culti- 
vate their  farms  at  a  profit — that  no  mere 
reduction  of  rent  would  enable  them  so  to 
do — and  that  they  were  unfairly  placed  in 
relation  to  untaxed  nations  with  which  ihey 
were  required  to  compete,  and  that  Parlia- 
ment must  either  relieve  them  from  the 
burdens  which  pressed  upon  them,  or  else 
afford  them  some  protection  against  the 
foreign  grower.     He  would  say,  therefore, 
that  when  such  language  was  generally 
used,  the  House  had  a  right  to  attend  to 
it.      They  had   been   told   also  that  the 
working  classes   had  been  greatly  bene- 
fited by  the  adoption  of  the   system   of 
free  trade,  and  the  consequent  reduction  in 
the  price  of  food  : — 

"  That  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratification  to 
Tier  Majesty  to  witness  the  increased  ei^joyment 
of  tho   necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which 
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cheApneM  and  plenty  have  bestowed  apon  the 
great  body  of  Her  people." 

Bat  what  benefit  was  it  to  have  food  cheap 
if  the  J  at  the  same  time  deprived  the  peo- 
ple of  the  means  of  procuring  it  ?  They 
should  recollect  that  the  number  of  la- 
bourers engaged  in  agriculture  was  far 
greater  than  the  number  employed  in 
manufactures,  and  that  in  consequence  of 
their  legislation  the  agricultural  labourer 
was  at  this  moment  worse  off  than  he  was 
previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  system 
of  free  trade.  Those  who  were  employed 
received  reduced  wages,  and  the  reduction 
of  wages  was  in  a  far  greater  proportion 
than  the  reduction  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  for  it 
•hoold  be  recollected  that  it  was  not  the 
cost  of  bread  alone,  but  the  cost  of  cloth- 
ing, and  fuel,  and  house-rent,  and  other 
necessaries,  that  must  be  taken  into  ac- 
count. But  this  was  not  all — the  number 
of  those  employed  was  day  by  day  de- 
creasing, and  labourers  were  constantly  de- 
prived of  all  means  of  earning  any  subsis- 
tence whatever.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  quoted  from  a  report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  in  order  to  show  that  a  re- 
duction had  taken  place  in  the  amount  of 
imtes;  but  at  a  meeting  of  farmers,  which 
he  had  attended  the  other  day,  in  his  own 
n^ghbourhood,  it  was  stated  that  they  had 
done  all  in  their  power  to  employ  their  la- 
bonrers,  but  that  they  could  do  so  no 
longer,  as  they  had  no  money  to  pay  them. 
Bat  there  was  another  circumstance  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  whole  re- 
daction in  the  poor-rate  was,  after  all,  only 
7  per  cent.  That  was  compared  with 
1848;  but  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
compared  last  year  with  1845,  he  would 
me  that  the  case  was  very  different. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  diminished 
bardens  ?  There  was  another  point  upon 
which  much  ignorance  prevailed.  Of  late 
jears  the  farmers,  instead  of  sending  the 
unemployed  labourers  to  the  union  work- 
lioose,  sent  them  to  the  roads,  where  they 
were  paid  by  a  parish  rate.  In  estimating 
Ae  actual  amount  of  pauperism,  that  ele- 
ment was  generally  omitted,  though  it 
Ibrmed  an  important  item  in  the  whole. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  the  pros- 
penfj  of  the  lower  orders;  but  he  referred 
llMMe  who  maintained  the  existence  of  that 
prasperitj  to  the  letters  on  the  subject  of 
**  Labour  and  the  Poor,"  which  daily  ap- 
peared in  a  morning  journal,  as  well  as  to 
the  comments  of  that  journal  upon  those 
ip  to  prove  that  the  contrary  was 


the  case.  In  those  articles  it  was  stated 
that  many  of  both  sexes  commit  petty 
offences  in  order  to  have  a  week,  or  even  a 
longer  term,  of  good  feeding,  pleasant  so- 
ciety, warmth,  rest,  and  idleness — which 
have  only  the  name  of  a  gaol,  and  the 
trifiing  drawback  of  confinement  to  qualify 
their  attractiveness;  while  strong,  stout, 
hale  young  men  stand  shivering  about  the 
streets,  or  creep  into  the  Refuge,  unable 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood. 

"They  are  willing  to  work  hard,  but  work  is 
not  to  be  had  ;  and  food,  firing,  and  clothing  can- 
not bo  obtained  without  labour,  excepting  under 
union-house  discipline  or  prison  disadvantages. 
This  is  an  unhealthy  state  of  things,  which  can- 
not possibly  be  permanent,  for  either  we  must 
find  some  means  of  controlling  this  formidable 
force  of  a  pauperised  population,  or  we  must  be 
swallowed  up  in  its  surging  waves." 

He  agreed  with  every  word  of  that  par- 
agraph. The  great  desideratum  was  the 
employment  of  the  people;  and  if  it  was 
wished  to  benefit  the  lower  orders,  their  la- 
bour should  be  effectually  protected  against 
the  competition  of  foreigners.  The  state 
of  Ireland  had  been  adverted  to ;  but  what 
was  the  fact  ?  Within  fifteen  months  there 
had  been  598  deaths  from  starvation  in 
that  country,  so  found  by  coroners' juries 
alone.  He  did  not  say  that  this  was  owing 
to  free  trade,  or  to  any  other  legislative 
measures ;  but  he  did  say  that  the  normal 
distress  of  Ireland  was  greatly  aggravated 
by  free  trade  and  the  general  course  of  le- 
gislation. The  farmers  were  deprived  of 
their  market,  and  the  labourers  were  rob- 
bed of  their  daily  bread.  What  was  then 
to  counterbalance  that  state  of  things  ?  It 
was  said  that  commerce  and  manufactures 
had  increased;  but  supposing  that  state- 
ment to  be  true,  was  that  increase  likely  to 
last?  It  had  been  urged  by  the  hon. 
Mover  of  the  Address,  and  also  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  on  a  recent 
occasion  at  Sheffield,  that  the  reason  free 
trade  had  conferred  such  benefit  on  the 
country  was  the  great  increase  of  trade  in 
the  home  market.  What,  however,  was 
the  fact  ?  He  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  read  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
principal  manufacturers  on  that  very  sub- 
ject. That  letter  was  addressed  to  him  (the 
Marquess  of  Granby),  but  it  was  perfectly 
applicable  to  the  case  in  point : — 

"  Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter,  inquiring 
as  to  the  present  trade  in  Sheffield,  and  its  future 
prospects,  (be,  now,  and  for  three  months  preced- 
ing Christmas,  the  gencml  trade  of  the  town  has 
been  very  good.  1  never  remember  the  work- 
people being  so  fully  employed  ;  but  this  is  caused 
almost  entirely  from  foreign  demand,  for  the  United 
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SUtei,  South  America,  and  the  East  Indies.  I  do  r  "  My  Lord — In  reply  to  your  Lordahip'i  letter 
not  find  that  the  orders  for  the  home  trade  h.i to  of  the  27th  inst.,  inquiring  whether  there  is  any 
improred  much,  except  from  the  great  nianu&c-  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the  home  trade 
turing  districts  in  Lancashire  and  Yorieshiro.  I  since  I  wrote  my  former  remarks,  I  beg  to  state  I 
know  of  many  parties  exclusively  engaged  in  the  find  there  is  not;  but  as  a  satisfitetion  to  myself,  yes- 
home  trade  who  have  travellers  out  continually,  tcrday  and  to-day  I  have  called  upon  sevenl  houses 
and  they  still  complain  that  business  is  far  from  exclusively  engaged  in  the  home  trade,  as  manu&c- 
being  good,  very  diiferent  to  what  it  used  to  be  ;  ture*^,  fiictors,  Zc,  and  none  of  them  have  par- 
and  as  to  the  agricultural  districts  they  say  it  is  tieipated  in  much  improvement.  One  house  I 
quite  ruined.                                                              '  called  upon,  the  principal  of  which  told  me  he  had 

"  Being  engaged  myself  both  in  a  home  and  fo-  been  out  for  three  months  before  Christmas,  and 

reign  trade,  I  find  no  improvement  in  the  former ;  he  said  every  county  he  went  into  he  found  busi- 
and  judging  from  the  circumstance  of  a  good  many  .  ness  as  bad  as  it  could  be ;  many  of  his  customers 

retail  shops  in  the  principal  business  street  of  the  unable  to  meet  their  bills,  from  the  depression 

town  being  unoccupied,  and  have  been  for  more  existing ;  indeed,  he  observed  that   he  thought 

than  twelve  months,  that  there  is  a  cause  at  work  matters  worse  since  Christmas.     I  wished  this 

which  produces  this.  house  to  state  their  views  on  paper,  but  in  Shef- 

**  However  the  great  problem  of  free  trade  may  field  they  seem  to  have  an  objection  to  do  so.  This 

be  solved,  whether  as  a  benefit  or  otherwise  in  the  house  is  highly  respectable  and  of  old  standing, 

aggregate  to  this  country,  there  is  no  question  Another  establishment  I  called   upon,  who  are 

but  thousands  will  be  ruined  in  working  it  out.  largely  engaged  as  manufiuiturers  of  fine  stoves 

These  sudden  and  extreme  changes  in  an  old  con-  and  fenders,  entirely  for  the  home  trade ;  it  is  one 

stituted  country  like  this  are  always  injurious,  of  the  principal  houses  in  the  kingdom ;  their  opin- 

Changes  ought  to  be  slow  and  gradual  in  their  ions  they  have  embodied  in  a  note,  which  I  enclose, 

operation,  injuring  none,  but  to  work  benefit  for  The  silver  and  plated  manu&cturers  have  also 

ail.  A  moderate  fixed  duty,  say  fit.  to  S«.  on  corn,  experienced  a  very  long  period  of  bad  trade ;  it  is 

would  never  have  been  felt.      This  country  has  rather  better  at  present,  arising  from  some  large 

risen  to  its  greatness  by  protection  to  its  industry,  orders  for  a  steam  navigation  company ;  but  apart 

Only  let  us  look  at  America,  profiting  by  the  past  from  that,  they  are  doing  nothing  like  the  busi- 

exporience  of  this  country,  its  President  recom-  ness  they  formerly  did.     This  trade  is  now  in 

mending  in  his  last  speech  an  inquiry  into  the  im-  fewer  hands,  and  less  people  employed, 

port  duties,  with  the  view  of  further  protecting  "  I  have  no  objection,  my  Lord,  to  my  stats- 

their  own  manu&ctures  ;  this  does  not  suit  our  ments  being  read ;  but  as  I  have  always  shunned 

free-traders.    I  luve  heard  expressions  from  some  politics,  I  should  not  like  my  name  being  used, 

who  say  it  is  the  black  spot  of  the  speech.  and  the  houses  whose  opinions  I  have  given,  also 

'*  It  is  generally  thought  that  this  will  be  a  good  object  to  their  names  being  made  public.     I  am 

year  of  trade  ;  some  say  a  very  great  one :  but  aware  this  militates  against  the  testimony,  but 

this  opinion  is  expressed  by  those  exclusively  en-  your  Lordship  may  rely  on  the  eredenoe  of  what 

gagi^l  in  foreign  markets.  I  have  stated. — I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

**  Rut  all  this  impri^vement  may  be  ascribed  to    your  Lordship's  very  obedient  servant, ." 

the  natural  working  of  events.     We  have  had  a  »rii_                     .^.           a        j.-^i^i. 
long  dopivssion.  and  wo  have  had  repeatedlv  so  The  communication  referred  to  m  that  let- 
before,  but  thert<>  has  always  followed  years  of  pros-  tor  he  would  also  Uke  the  opportonitj  of 
perity.  and  why  may  not  the  present  work  from  the  reading  to  the  House  : — 

same  causes  i  The  Continent,  bv  its  political  con-        „  jx^.  c:       t i     ^  •       •        e  *t.- 

vulsions.  ha.  Uvn  closed  to  us  till  UtelV^  which  pi^  J^*^     ^7     .    .^^'^  ^  ^TJTU.^^^ 

vented  thorn  not  onlv  hoiug  buvers  but  producers.  "^™°?'  ^^^'""^  '">  '^J^'"^-^^  of  tnwle  m 

and  prooludod  them  from  cSmpinine  with  us  in  the  ^"T  |*"*r !f "•  V  ''^       ""  **  "^  "^""^  ^^71^ 

variiusnuu^Louihov  used  to  s.^ndto-vi...  North  ^«».^  «ot  bnsk.     The  countir  trade  i.  not  good 

and  S.>uth  .iimwa'and  the  East  Indies:  theoon-  -^^T  ^^"^  manufiictunng  townsjdthough  im- 

stHiuomH>  is  tlut  the  market.,  in  th.^  quarters  ^J'^^*  ^7^'  ^^  T'^tT**^  ^^^  *^^ 

havo  lH>en  eloart^i  of  g^xHls.  i^hioh  in  itself  will  j'^^i^*!'  ''"^  '^^  agneultural  distncts^y  Nor- 

aotHmutfi.rthopn^sont  demand  frvnn  those  various  J*^  ^*^*'  ^T^"  *""**  Cambndgeshire,  which 

places.     An  imimw  amount  also  of  monrhandise  ^^*P  "'  «*  cons,de«bly  when  they  are  hvely.  ap- 

has  lHH>u  M^M  fnm»  thi*  iH.umry  to  Califi.mia  ;  1!^ 'L  P"***"!!?  ^^""*  prostiate.     We  sup- 

and  m^  only  what  ha,  «ono  fnmi  horv.  but  the  P^  '^^"^  '"*™?  from  uncerumty  and  other 

Uritish  pMvis  that  luivo  Uvu  s.nu  from  the  l•nit.^i  ^f  "/^  .^Jr}"""^   "P^°  .**^  r*">  ^nmsition 

St,itos,  tWm  South   Amo'ioa.  our  own  ox^loiiios.  S?'*^  J!*  '^  **^*  governmg  the  price  of  com. 

and  iho  K,.,toni  Atxh^jH^lnvn^  havo  Invn  rorv  oon-  -  ^'l^^T  *?!**"  ^<>  ^^  expecting  a  good  year 

.idoraWo.  which  1«*  tondt^i  to  oU>»r  the  markot..  ^><^^  l*""***^*  »*  •t  l«^nd;  but  we  must  confess  our- 

aud  ^hioh  i*  ..nothor  oau*,^  t^.r  tho  imi^tu*  which  ^^^^'  *^*  ^''^  '^  ^  ^^*^^  '^^  ^"J^^"  ^  ^^""^^ 

ha.  Kvu  civon  to  our  nunufctoturt^s.     It  is  to  U>  ^""^  k,        k    !  '''^•'^"    "*™  *^^^  }T  ^I^  *^?' 

fiNiixsl.  It'  o,.rruHl  t.v  t^^r.  tho  ivaotion  nur  bo  ».>.  "'"^T^^'  ''^1''^'  •^^«*'»^-  ^«  »^^"^<*  indirectly 

riouv     I  haxo  «r;tton  tho,,^  tVw  oursorv  i^^marks  P'^\*cK*''VTfV'*:,oTcc\^'  ^''""  ""^  ^^^'» 

a*  thoy  h...o  .Kvumsl  to  mo.     Hoping  you  are        "  ^l^^^*^!"*.  J"-  ''^'  1^^-  " 

«oU.    I  »vma».n  xourHiruly.  Thoso  documents  showed  no  such  great 

"  shomoKl.  Jan.  i.>.  Kn%0.                 ,"  prosporiiy  as  had  been  predicated,  at  least, 

Aftor  tho   statomont    nuulo   hv   the   lion,  as  re^rded  the  home  trade  of  the  country; 

MoiuUor  for  tho  Wosf  Ividiiic.  ho  ^iho  Mar-  and,  inonxwer,  it  was  clear  that  as  the  agri- 

»|Uoa*  of  Virrtuhv^  hj\d  wntton  to   tho  Si^nio  oultuml  interest  went  on  towards  a  state  of 

L:iMUloumn,  {\iul.  with  tho  iHTuiUi»ion  ot  tho  still  more  deuression,  the  home  trade  would 

llouHO,  ho  would  rt^ad  his  answer  :—  still  further  decline.     To  show  the  import- 
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anoe  of  the  home  trade,  in  comparison 
with  the  foreign  trade — that  trade  so  much 
relied  upon — ^he  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  few  statements.     Taking  the  cot- 


ton trade  or  manufacture  as  the  type  of  all 
the  rest,  the  results  would  be  seen  bj  this 
general  abstract : — 


Tean. 

Total  Value 
Produced. 

Total  Value 

Exported 

British 

Possessions 
included. 

Exports  to 

Foreign 

Parts, 

ex  British 

Possessions. 

Exports  to 

British 
Possessions. 

Consumed  in 

llome 

Market. 

Consumed  in 

Home  and 

Colonial 

Markets. 

18S0... 
1880... 
1840... 
1845... 
1846... 
1847... 

TotaU 

1848... 

1849... 

£. 
51,532,354 
49,730,296 
61,387,077 
63,327,283 
60,440,623 
45,910,991 

£. 
16,517,768 
19,428,664 
24,668,618 
26,119,331 
25,599,826 
23,333.225 

£. 
13,191,951 
15,832,984 
17,376,460 
18,787,077 
18,580,411 
17,751,001 

£. 
3,325,797 
3,595,680 
7,292,158 
7,332,354 
7,019,515 
5,582,224 

£. 
35,014,630 
30,301,632 
36,718,459 
37,208,052 
34,840,052 
22,577,766 

£. 

38,340,633 
33,897,312 
44,010,617 
44,540,406 
41,860,310 
28,159.970 

332.328,624 

52,778,319 
57,670,929 

135,667,412 
22,719,846 
26,857,783 

101,519,784 
18,015,056 
19,817,115 

34,147,728 
4,704,790 
7,040,668 

196,661,336 
30,058,473 
30,813,146 

230,809,248 
34,763,263 
37,853,814 

442,777,872 

185,245,041 

139,351,955 

45,893,186 

257,532,955 

303,426,325 

The  importance  of  the  home  market  to  the 
cotton  trade  was  not,  therefore,  capable  of 
being  exaggerated,  it  was  so  very  great. 
It  had  been  said  that  free  trade  was  a  be- 
nefit; hot  if  so,  why  was  it  not  extended 
to  erery  article  ?  The  produce  of  the 
nanafActores  of  Nottingham  and  Leicester 
were  protected  by  a  duty  of  10  per  cent. 
Whj,  therefore,  refuse  a  similar  protection 
to  agricultural  produce  ?  Much  had  been 
■aid  of  the  exports  of  this  country,  and 
they  had  been  compared  with  1849  to  show 
their  increase;  but  he  apprehended  that  if 
thej  were  compared  with  1 845  it  would  be 
found  that  they  had  dwindled  down  to 
nothing,  though  1845  was  only  a  year  of 
ordinary  eommercial  and  manufacturing 
proBperity.  The  foreign  trade  of  England 
nad  been  alluded  to,  but  those  who  made 
the  aUusion  were  afraid  to  look  at  the  mes- 
Mge  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  case.  The  total  amount  of  the  fo- 
reign trade  was  as  follows  : — 

Eiports  to  Continent  of  Europe...  £22,845,624 
,,  United  States    10,974,161 


£33,819,785 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  were, 
therefore,  one-third  of  the  whole  foreign 
trade  oi  the  kingdom.  But  suppose  the 
United  States  put  her  threats  in  execution, 
$ad  placed  a  high  protective  duty  on  fo- 
^gn  cotton,  or  refused  to  allow  her  raw 
eotton  to  be  exported  at  all,  what  then 
WHiId  be  their  position,  not  only  as  to  the 
e^ort  trade  with  America,  but  with  all 
the  opuilriea  of  the  world  ?    He  implored 


them,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  agricul- 
turists, but  for  their  own,  to  consider  that 
all-important  question.  Let  them  not  think 
they  could  evade  it,  or  that,  by  throwing 
slight  and  contumely  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  they  could  deter  Ame- 
rica from  pursuing  the  course  she  thought 
best  suited  for  her  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence. These  were  important  matters, 
not  only  to  the  agricultural  interest,  but 
to  every  interest — to  every  Englishman. 
What  those  who  opposed  Her  Majesty's 
Government  said  was  this,  that  if  free  trade 
were  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  let  that 
principle  of  free  trade  be  fully  carried  out; 
let  it  be  fully,  fairly,  and  impartially  carried 
out  into  practical  operation.  If  free  trade 
must  be  the  order  of  the  day,  let  the  prin- 
ciple of  it  be  applied  to  such  communities 
as  Manchester,  Derby,  Leicester,  and  Not- 
tingham; let  them  feel  within  themselves 
the  benefits  of  free  trade,  and  let  them 
permit  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  to 
cultivate  that  land  in  the  manner  which 
seemed  to  them  the  most  advantageous. 
The  landed  interest  complained  that  they 
were  not  allowed  to  cultivate  tobacco — that 
they  were  not  allowed  to  cultivate  beetroot 
— that  they  were  not  allowed  to  cultivate 
barley  freely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
malt.  They  complained  of  all  these  lets 
and  hindrances,  and  they  had  a  right  to 
tell  the  world  that  such  injustice  was  no 
longer  to  be  borne,  and  they  had  a  right 
to  demand  upon  those  grounds,  as  upon 
every  other,  that  they  should  meet  with 
fair  and  impartial  legislation.     For  these 
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reasons  be  should  give  to  the  Amendment 
his  most  hearty  concurrence  and  support; 
and  let  him,  at  the  same  time,  warn  hon. 
Members  that,  in  spite  of  the  threats  of 
the  Anti-Com-Law  League — in  spite  of  the 
indifference  of  the  Government,  the  farmers 
of  England  would  make  themselves  beard; 
and  the  landed  interest  generally  being 
conscious  of  the  integrity  of  their  motives — 
being  fully  impressed  with  the  justice,  the 
humanity,  the  patriotism,  and  the  nation- 
ality of  their  cause — were  resolved  to  up- 
hold that  cause  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  in  the  full  confidence  that  an  en- 
lightened public  opinion  would  declare  in 
their  favour. 

Mr.  J.  E.  DENISON  said,  that  he 
was  at  all  times  unwilling  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  nothing  should  at 
that  moment  have  induced  him  to  trespass 
upon  its  indulgence,  except  a  strong  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  question  which 
they  woula  that  night  be  called  on  to  de- 
cide, to  the  landed  interest  itself,  and  the 
pressing  necessity  to  all  interests,  but  es- 
pecially to  the  interests  of  the  land,  that  a 
speedy  settlement  of  the  question  should  be 
arrived  at.  As  an  owner  of  land  he  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  present  debate, 
lie  would  ask,  what  was  the  subject  be- 
fore the  Hou^e  f  It  eertainlr  was  not  a 
question  as  to  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws, 
for  those  laws  had  boon  already  repealed; 
but  the  question  was.  whether  certain  words 
should  bo  introduced  into  the  Address  to  the  - 
On>wu-— ivrtain  words  as  to  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  agricultural  interest  la- 
bourtxl.  If  thov  wore  not,  in  consequence 
of  the  Amondmont,  to  proceed  to  do  any- 
thing, tbon  it  did  appear  to  him  inconve-  • 
niont  that  such  wonls  should  bo  introduced.  ' 
as  thoir  only  otToot  would  bo  to  increase  and  ■ 
pn^long  unoortainty.  The  intention,  how-* 
over,  of  those  worvls  appoannl  to  him  suffi- 
oiontly  pUin  —  thoir  intention  was  not 
mortal Y  to  pUnliTo  the  House  to  a  rooon- 
si dor*  I  ion  of  n.vo:\t  moasuro?.  but  that 
thov  should  rinun\  to  x\\i\x  ivurso  of  polioy 
\^luoh  thov  had  so  nvont'.v  alv»ndvnu\l. 
llo  oonsldortsl  it  vorv  tortwniito  that   an 

* 

opportunity  wns  at  lo:^*:;^  atfonlod  for  a 
fair  and  ortlm  disowssiv^:*.  ot  the  jrroat  ques- 
tion nndor  dispute,  forv^t  *,*!otho  puKio  nv.nd 
hrtd  Uvn  so  o\v*itt\l  ;VjVn  those  top^s  that 
thort*  h^d  Kvn  nothirc  like  t'rxv  or  fair 
di»ou»»\on.  .\5  an  i:*,star.vv  ho  wight  nion- 
tion  a  *vuut\  not  t^r  o:f.  «horo  croat  pr\^ 
«\i*o  w**  ho\l  o«t  of  a  f;;V»  disoussu^n  hv 
rival  ohampions  on  olthor  si.lo.  b«:  it  or,do\l 
hv  on^|virty  inmtini:  up^^u  ov^nsidorlrc  the 


question  by  daylight,  and  the  other  by  can- 
dlelight ;  so  a  great  opportunity  of  enlight- 
enment to  the  public  had  been  lost.     Still 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  great 
many  of  the  mists  and  cobwebs  which  hung 
before  men's  eyes  had  already  been  re- 
moved and  swept  away.  They  could  scarcely 
have  forgotten  that  a  meeting  held  in  Lin- 
colnshire not  long  ago,  had  been  summon- 
ed to  discuss  not  only  the  agricultural  diffi- 
culties  of  the  country,   but  the    distress 
which    existed    throughout    the    various 
great  interests  of  the  nation.     The  Col- 
league,  however,    of     the    hon.    Gentle- 
man, who    presented  the    petition    that 
emanated  from  that  meeting,  in  moving 
the  present  Amendment,  had  congratulated 
the  House  on  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing prosperity  of  the  country.    After 
that  admission  from  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
it  would  not  be  easy  for  the  people  of  Lin- 
colnshire to  deny  that  the  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  England  were  in  a  healthy 
condition.    Then,  although  much  had  been 
said  of  the  change  made  in  the  naviga- 
tion laws,  it  appeared  that  that  change  had 
not  by  any  means  produced  the  effect  which 
had  been  anticipated  ;   and  with  that  sin- 
gle remark,  he  should  return  to  the  ques- 
tion of  land.     Lender  what  circumstances  is 
this  House  called  upon  to  change  its  po- 
licy ?     All  the  great  industrial   interests 
were  in  a  thriving  state.     Land  alone  was 
under  pressure.    Surely  it  would  have  been 
well,  if  the  landlords  had,  before  this  time, 
considered  and  taken  measures  on   their 
own  behalf  to  meet  the  difficulties  by  which 
they  were  at  present  surrounded.  As  owners 
of  land,  thev  should  have  seen  how  best 
they  could  improve  the  land.    They  should 
have  taken  measnres  to  encourage  their 
tenantry  to  find  employment   for   labour. 
But  had  they  been  so  engaged  t     On  the 
contrary,  the  country  had  been   excited, 
public  meetings  had  been  called,  at  which 
all  troubles  had  been  embittered  by  politi- 
cal aoorbity,  and  not  seldom  by  personal 
invooiive.    Of  the  noble  Lord  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  House,  he  wished  to  speak  with 
porfoot  respoot : .  he  lived  in  the  neighhour- 
hood  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  should  cer. 
tain!y  say  nothing  derogatory  to  his  high 
oharactor :   the  personal  character  of  the 
noble  Lonl  was  justly  held  in  the  highest 
estooni;  but  he  could  not  help  noticing  the 
curious  n^anner  in  which  the   noble  Lord 
appoarxxi  to  soloot  his  topics,  and  to  suit 
thom  to  his  audience.     Latelv,  when  ad- 
drossirc  ^ar^^  K>dies  of  the  tenant-farmers 
at   puldic  meetings,  the  noble  Lord  told 
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them  that  it  was  idle  to  think  of  occupy- 
ing land,  and  that  as  to  paying  rent  it  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question ;  that  the  land- 
lords and  tenants  were  rowing  in  the  same 
boat,  and  must  all  he  ruined  together.  But 
the  thing  he  complained  of  was  this,  that 
they  would  not  row — they  would  neither 
take  an  oar  themselves,  nor  encourage 
others  to  do  so  ;  the  stream  was  strong, 
the  cataract  thundered  helow,  hut  they 
told  their  crew  that  there  was  no  use  in 
disturbing  their  minds,  no  use  whatever  in 
straggling.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  was 
a  great  master  of  the  human  mind:  he 
knew  that  it  was  a  common  failing  of  his 
countrymen  to  like  to  be  told  how  very  ill 
they  were  off;  the  noble  Lord  told  the 
farmers  they  would  be  ruined,  and  he  was 
cheered;  that  they  could  pay  no  rents,  and 
he  sat  down  amid  thunders  of  applause. 
But  the  noble  Lord  would  tg-morrow  have 
to  go  back  to  the  country,  and  to  tell  his 
hearers  that  the  battle  of  protection  had 
been  fought  and  lost.  Then  they  would 
ask  what  was  to  be  done?  It  was  not 
for  him  to  answer  that  question.  It  was  a 
Tery  delicate  question :  it  might  be  a  very 
difficnlt  question  to  answer — it  involved 
consideltttions  between  landlords  and  ten- 
'ftnts,  with  which  he  would  not  have  med- 
dled, but  these  announcements  of  the  noble 
Lord  extended  far  beyond  his  own  imme- 
diate sphere.  He  had  begun  hy  saying 
that  he  spoke  there  as  one  of  the  landed 
interest,  and  he  was  unfortunately  an 
owner  of  bad  land,  therefore  liable  to  suffer 
more  than  those  who  were  owners  of  good 
land.  Now,  it  happened  that  he  had  re- 
cently had  a  farm  out  of  cultivation ;  a 
tenant-farmer  came  to  look  at  it,  but  he 
obserred,  the  Marquess  of  Granby  had  told 
them  that  they  were  to  get  back  protection, 
and  he  would  wait  and  see  how  events  turned ; 
and  thus  uncertainty,  attended  by  all  its 
oril  consequences,  aggravated  our  difficul- 
ties. Something  was  said  in  the  Amend- 
ment about  local  burthens.  Did  the  noble 
Lord  act  as  a  magistrate  ?  The  noble 
Lord  said  no.  He  wished  the  noble  Lord 
would  turn  his  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment and  reduction  of  county  rates.  These 
rates  were  self-imposed,  they  were  under 
the  control  of  the  justices.  They  were  of 
great  importance,  and  nothing  like  that 
economy  was  observed  in  their  adminis- 
tration which  might  be  found  in  the  ma- 
Bagement  of  public  affairs.  In  his  own 
conoty,  on  one  occasion,  he  had  found 
by  instituting  a  strict  examination,  that 
ml  of  130  items  charged  in  an  account, 


97  were  illegal,  and  could  not  be  supported 
by  any  existing  law.  As  to  the  future  pros- 
pects of  agriculture,  he  could  not  doubt 
that  the  loss  of  the  exclusive  supply  of  the 
great  markets  of  this  country  would  for  a 
time  be  prejudicial  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest ;  hut  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
were  connected  with  that  interest,  either  as 
landlords  or  occupiers,  to  make  the  best  ar- 
rangements in  their  power  to  meet  the  al- 
tered state  of  things,  and  not  to  assume  be- 
forehand that  the  difficulties  were  of  that 
extreme  nature  which  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tection asserted.  Already  there  were  in- 
'  dications  of  those  qualities  by  which  those 
difficulties  were  to  be  met  by  the  farmers. 
There  was  a  greater  discrimination  as  to 
the  value  of  different  qualities  of  land  than 
tenants  were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  he- 
stowing  on  that  matter.  Good  land  now 
found  tenants  readily,  while  bad  land  could 
scarcely  be  let  at  all.  As  he  had  said,  he 
was  not  one  of  those  landlords  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  own  much  good  land; 
but  if  the  result  must  be  that  some  dimi- 
nution of  his  income  should  take  place,  he 
should  find  consolation  in  the  additional 
security  of  land,  when  it  rested  on  its  own 
firm  basis,  instead  of  being  supported  on 
the  crutches  of  law — in  belonging  to  a 
rich  and  prosperous  community,  instead  of 
a  poor  and  declining  one.  It  was  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the  country 
that  had  given  the  value  to  the  land ;  to 
commerce  and  manufactures  we  must  look 
to  restore  and  to  uphold  its  value.  He 
had  had  a  seat  for  many  years  in  that 
House,  but  he  had  never  given  a  vote  with 
more  confidence  in  its  right,  in  its  justice, 
and  in  its  necessity,  than  he  should  that 
night  give  against  the  Amendment. 

Lord  NORREYS  could  have  understood 
the  necessity  for  an  Amendment  if  no  allu- 
sion had  been  made  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  to  the  depressed  state  of  agricul- 
ture, and  if  no  other  opportunities  would 
be  afforded  for  the  discussion  of  agricultural 
I  taxation  during  the  present  Session;  but  as 
';  there  would  bo  more  than  usual  opportuni- 
ties for  discussing  the  question  of  taxation, 
from  the  fact  of  there  being  a  surplus  in  the 
revenue,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  that  part 
of  the  Amendment.  Whenever  the  ques- 
tion of  taxation  came  fairly  before  the 
House,  he  should  consider  it  his  duty,  as 
the  representative  of  an  agricultural  con- 
stituency, to  endeavour  to  obtain  such  re- 
lief as  was  practicable  for  the  landed  in- 
terest, lie  had  resisted  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.    Member  for    Buckinghamshire   last 
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Tear,  because,  there  being  then  no  surplus  '  the  county  of  Lincoln.     He  was  the  only 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-   Member  within  that  county  who  had  been 


chequer,  he  did  not  think  it  a  very  honest 
course  to  be  voting  one  day  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  establishments,  and  then  next  day 
to  be  holding  out  to  the  agriculturists  the 


returned  to  that  House  on  free-trade  prin< 
ciplcs;  and  he  admitted  that  the  Amend- 
ment which  had  been  proposed,  coupled 
with  the  remarks  made  upon  it  by  the  hon. 


possibility  of  reducing  several  millions  of  lo- '  Mover,  had  placed  Gentlemen  like  himself, 
cal  taxation.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  who  were  connected  closely  and  intimately 
some  real  and  specific  measures  would  be  with  the  agricultural  interest,  in  some  little 
proposed,  and  not  mere  motions  for  com-  difiSculty  with  regard  to  the  vote  he  should 
mittees,  or  vague  resolutions,  which  he  have  the  honour  to  give  for  the  first  time 
characterised  as  delusions  on  the  agricul-  in  Parliament.  He  would  commence  by 
tural  body.  He  saw  no  advantage  in  that  saying  that  if  he  took,  as  he  did,  his  place 
part  of  the  Amendment  which  alluded  to  upon  the  Ministerial  benches  as  a  free* 
recent  legislative  measures.  It  evaded  trade  Member,  he  was  not  disposed  to  yield 
the  question  of  any  opinion  on  future  le-  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
gislation  on  protection,  whilst  it  was,  ho  side  of  the  House  the  exclusive  right  of  arro- 
thought,  calculated  to  give  an  indirect  en- '  gating  to  themselves  the  title  of  being  the 
couragement  to  that  agitation  which  had  farmers'  friends.  It  had  been  assumed  by 
lately  been  carried  on,  and  which  he  con- ;  these  hon.  Gentlemen  that  Her  Majesty 'i 
ceived  was  keeping  up  a  panic  prejudicial !  Government  and  their  supporters  were  in* 
to  the  agriculturists,  and  raising  false  hopes  different  to  that  distress  which,  there  was 
and  expectations  amongst  them.  The  agri- 1  no  question,  prevailed  in  the  agricultural 
culturists  had  been  told  in  1846  that  they  districts  of  the  country.  Now,  if  be  sup* 
had  only  to  stand  out  against  any  change  posed  that  that  imputation  was  founded  ii| 
whatever,  and  that  they  were  certain  of  justice,  he  should  have  no  hesitation,  from 
success.  It  had  appeared  to  him  that  those  •  the  respect  he  felt  for  that  claaa  of  the 
who  were  holding  that  language  were  ex- '  subjects  of  the  empire,  the  landowners  and 
citing  hopes  which  would  be  disappointed,  i  occupiers  of  land,  to  vote  against  Her  Ma- 
It  was  equally  clear  to  him  now,  that  those  jesty's  Ministers;  but  so  far  from  that  being 
who  in  1846  had  raised  expectations  which  the  case,  he  believed  that  there  was  no  dia- 
were  disappointed,  and  who  were  now  hold-  !  position  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  stiite- 
ing  out  a  moderate  duty  on  com,  were  a  ments  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  made 
second  time  leading  on  the  agricultural  on  the  part  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
body  to  indulge  in  hopes  and  expectations  this  country,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
wbich  were  again  doomed  to  be  cruelly  dis- '  vemment  had  exercised  a  wise  disoretioa 
appointed.  He  thought  the  only  prospect  of  in  not  adopting  such  terms  as  were  now 
relief  for  the  land  was  such  as  could  be  ob- :  proposed  to  be  introduced  into  the  Address, 
tained  by  a  reduction  of  taxation,  from  a :  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
wise  and  prudent  economy  in  the  public  Lincolnshire  had  last  night  made  some  re* 
expenditure;  and  as  there  would  be  various  '  marks,  in  many  of  which  he  (Captain  Pel- 
opportunities  during  the  present  Session  ham)  cordially  concurred.  That  hon.  Gen- 
for  the  consideration  of  that  subject,  he  tleman  had  addressed  the  House  in  i^ 
could  see  no  advantage  to  be  derived  by '  tone  and  manner  which  reflected  credit; 
departing  from  the  usual  course  on  these  oc-  and,  sharing  as  he  (Captain  Pelham) 
casions  by  the  introduction  of  an  Amend-  did  in  some  respects  the  opinions  then  ex- 
mont  to  the  Address  to  the  Throne.  pressed,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 

Cai^'ain  PELIIAM  said,  as  a  new  Mem-  state  shortly  why  he  was  not  prepared  to 
ber.  he  had  some  justification  in  taking  up  vote  for  the  Amendment.  He  could  not 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped  he  forget,  that  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  hon.  Gentlemen  House  sat  those  who  were  in  the  habit,  not 
that  he  had  some  reason  for  addressing  of  contenting  themselves  with  saying  that 
them  on  a  subject  which,  personally,  was  the  agricultural  interests  were  in  distress, 
not  agreeable  to  him.  He  had  been  long  and  that  there  ought  to  be  alleviating  mea- 
anxious  to  avoid  the  duties  of  public  life;  sures  passed  to  enable  them  to  get  through 
but  having  taken  the  step  to  come  into  the  ditficuhies  of  that  distress,  but  that  it 
Parliament  for  a  most  independent  borough,  was  possible  and  desirable  to  return  to  a 
lie  considered  it  his  duty  on  the  present  system  of  protection  for  the  maintenance 
occasion,  in  consoquenco  of  the  turn  the  of  those  interests.  Therefore,  with  every 
.debate  had  taken,  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  respect  for  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite*  he 
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viewed  with  suspicion  the  wording  of  the 
Amendment.  He  believed,  that  if  success- 
ful in  defeating  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment 
on  the  present  occasion,  they  would  not 
content  themselyes  with  acting  on  the  terms 
of  that  Amendment,  but  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  do  that  which  they  maintain- 
ed was  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
landed  interest  and  the  interest  of  the 
country  at  large,  namely^  to  go  back  to 
that  system  of  protection  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  general  sense  of  the  coun- 
try. He  conceived  that  the  landed  interest 
had  g^reat  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which,  in  some  respects,  they  had  been 
treated.  He  was  not  surprised  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  should  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  com  laws  had  been  repealed; 
bat  when  they  went  back  to  the  country, 
and  8^d  that  the  measure  had  been  carried 
by  f  tealth,  he  begged  to  remind  them  that 
nnoe  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  had  proposed  the  repeal  of 
the  com  laws,  there  had  been  a  general 
election,  and  that  the  public  opinion  of  the 
eoontry  had  then  ratified  the  change.  He 
believed  that  the  prosperity  of  the  landed 
interest  did  not  depend  on  measures  con- 
ceived in  the  spirit  which  had  characterised 
all  the  com  laws  that  had  passed  that  House 
from  1815  to  1846,  but  that  it  depended  on 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
might,  without  presumption,  profess  to  be 
conversant  with  the  opinion  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest;  and  in  the  views  he  should 
express  he  could  not  be  accused  of  being 
inoifferent  to  the  success  of  the  experiment 
of  free  trade.  He  thought,  then,  the  con- 
elosion  had  been  hastily  drawn  that  the 
experiment  of  free  trade  had  totally  failed. 
He  would  maintain  that  free  trade  was  still 
an  experiment,  and  he  regarded  the  present 
distress  with  great  confidence,  as  not  being 
likely  to  be  permanent.  The  present  low 
prices  had  been,  he  thought,  caused  by  the 
atimnlus  given  to  production  abroad,  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  importation  in  ordi- 
nary years  would  equal  what  it  had  been  of 
late;  butat  the  same  time  he  was  sufficiently 
acQuainted  with  the  agricultural  interests,  to 
feel  that  those  interests,  subjected  as  they 
were  to  competition,  ought  to  be  relieved 
from  the  burdens  of  taxation.  He  would 
not  C0D£ne  himself  entirely  to  matters  of 
local  taxation;  he  had  always  looked  for- 
ward as  a  consequence  of  free  trade  to 
the  necessity  which  would  arise  and  lead 
to  a  revision  of  the  taxation  of  the  coun- 
tiy.  There  was  one  measure  which  would 
be  of  great  service   to  the  agricultural 


interest — ho  alluded  to  an  alteration  of 
the  law  of  settlement,  which  would  greatly 
affect  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  and  occupier  of  land.  He  con- 
tended that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
the  total  abolition  of  the  law  of  settlement 
was  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
employer  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  in 
order  to  carry  out  that  proper  system  of 
cultivation  which  ought  to  take  place.  He 
went  further,  and  said  that  there  were 
great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  landowners 
in  this  country  in  giving  that  encourage- 
ment, by  the  application  of  skill,  industry, 
and  capital,  to  the  cultivation  of  land,  which 
they  were  called  upon  to  put  in  practice  by 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House.  He  be* 
lieved  that  in  a  minor  degree  measures 
similar  to  those  adopted  to  facilitate  the 
transfer  of  property  in  Ireland  would  be 
necessary  also  in  this  country.  But  in 
giving  his  support  to  propositions  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
he  never  would  be  prepared  to  advocate  any 
measure  which,  while  benefiting  one  class, 
would  do  injustice  to  other  classes.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  com  law  had  been  this,  that 
it  was  unjust  to  other  classes;  and,  that 
being  unjust  to  other  classes,  it  was  eventu- 
ally prejudicial  to  that  interest  for  whose  be- 
hoof it  was  more  particularly  enacted.  If, 
then,  he  supported  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
on  the  present  occasion,  he  by  no  means 
meant  to  preclude  himself  from  exercising 
his  judgment  upon  all  those  discussions  of 
the  Session,  which  hon.  Gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  agricultural  interest  might 
feel  disposed  to  originate.  At  the  same 
time,  let  not  these  hon.  Gentlemen  expect 
him  to  take  the  step  in  a  hurry  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Gloucestershire 
seemed  to  have  taken — to  vote  against  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers.  There  might  indeed 
be  occasions  when  he  would  sacrifice  his 
own  private  opinions,  in  order  to  keep  out 
of  office  those  who,  he  believed,  would  not 
be  content  with  such  a  moderate  proposi- 
tion as  that  now  before  the  House,  but  who 
would  wish  to  return  to  that  vicious  system 
of  legislation  which  he,  for  one,  though  in- 
terested in  the  prosperity  of  agriculture, 
congratulated  himself  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  country; 
and  he  must  say  upon  this  point  that  he 
considered  it  very  unfortunate  that  the 
farmers  of  England  should  at  this  moment 
be  bolstered  up  with  the  delusive  prospects 
which  were  being  continually  held  out  to 
them  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  HonBe.  At  the  same  time,  although 
upon  the  present  Motion,  he  should  he  found 
Toting  with  the  Members  for  large  consti- 
tuencies in  the  north  of  England,  jet  he 
could  not  approre  of  the  language  of  op- 
probrium, reproach,  and  menace  which 
some  of  those  hon.  Members  had  used  to- 
wards the  agricultural  interest.  If  they 
thought  it  right  to  use  such  language  be- 
fore their  constituents,  he  hoped  they  would 
not  degrade  the  character  of  that  House  by 
treating  with  contumely  the  complaints  and 
constitutional  demands  of  the  country  in- 
terest,  however  mistaken  they  might  think 
them.  He  had  now  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  Tote  would  be  recorded,  and 
he  had  to  thank  the  House  for  the  kind 
and  patient  attention  with  which  this,  his 
first  address,  bad  been  received. 

Mr.  CHRISTOPHER  would  have  been 
more  satisfied  if  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
had  followed  in  the  wake  of  his  noble  rela- 
tive (the  Earl  of  Yarborough),  with  whom 
he  (Mr.  Christopher)  had  been  so  long  as- 
sociated in  defending  the  cause  of  agricul- 
tural protection  within  the  walls  of  that 
House.  The  hon.  Member  for  Malton  and 
other  hon.  Members  had  professed  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  that  this  important 
issue  would  be  determined  bv  the  rote  of 
to-night.  Xow,  he  could  tell  them  that 
they  were  most  grievously  mistaken.  The 
present  course  taken  by  that  (the  protec- 
tionist) side  had  been  forced  upon  them  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  agricultural  in- 
terest had  been  mentioned  in  Her  Majes- 
ty's Speech.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
that  Speech  did  not  sympathise  with  the 
agricultural  interest;  they  did  not  even  ac- 
knowlods^re  that  anv  distress  existed ;  and 
m  proposing  the  Amendment,  thoy  were 
not  actuated  by  the  slightest  idea  of  show- 
ing disrespect  to  Her  Majesty,  for  they 
treated  the  Speech  as  that  of  Her  Minis- 
ters only.  [Colonel  Sibthorp  :  Hear  I] 
Her  Majesty  s  Ministers  did  not  even  ac- 
knowKnluo  the  existence  of  anv  well-found- 
Oil  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
agriculturists.  They  did  not  even  acknow. 
ledge  that  any  distrt'ss  existed  at  all :  and 
therefore  it  was  that  lie,  as  an  independent 
Member,  having  seen  the  distress  that  pre- 
vailtHi  in  his  own  county,  came  forward  to 
oppi^so  the  Address,  He  had  witnessed 
the  doo|H>st  distress  in  his  own  neighbour- 
hood; and  ho  had  lately  seen  his  county 
(Lincolnshin^^  assemble  in  the  most  in- 
olemcnt  wi^ither  for  the  purpivso  of  dev»lar- 
ing  their  distress,  and  callinir  for  relief 
from  the  Logislatuiv,     That  meeting,  too. 


was  not  called  hj  the  owners  of  land. 
No,   they  were,   on  the  contrary,  rather 
backward,  and  thej  were  accnaed  of  being 
apathetic  in  consequence.     Bat  when  they 
were  spoken  to  opoo  the  aabject,  they  re- 
plied that  the  reqiusition  should  be  first  got 
up  and  the  meeting  organised  bj  the  ten- 
ant-farmers, and  not  by  the  landlords,  and 
then  they  would  follow.     The  tenant-far- 
men  of  Lincolnshire  sent  round  the  requi- 
sition of  their  own  accord  for  signature, 
and  then  forwarded  it  to  the  high  sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  he  did  not  beliere  there 
was  a  single  signature  of  a  landlord  affixed 
to  it  until  the  farmers  had  all  signed.  The 
result  was  a  meeting  of  upwards  of  15,000 
people  ;   and  to  show  that  the  labourers 
fully  agreed  in  the  objects  of  their  em- 
ployers, he   should  state  that  they  were 
gathered  in  crowds  round  the  railway  sta- 
tion, where  they  cheered  loudly  ererj  train 
that  arrived,  bringing  fresh  numbers  to  the 
meeting.     He  could,  therefore,  deny  the 
assertion  made  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, that  this  was  r^arded  as  a  land- 
lord's question,  and  not  as  a  tenant's  or 
labourer's  question.     He  believed  it  would 
be  found  that  the  pauperism  of  the  county 
of  Lincoln  had  increased  to  a  Tory  alarm- 
ing extent.     They  were  told  the  remedy 
would  be  found   in  farming  high,  and  in 
bringing  sufficient  capital  to  the  cultiyation 
of  the  soil.     Now,  if  it  were  true  that  the 
poor-rates    had   enormously  increased  in 
that  county,  where  the  general  system  of 
management  and  of  letting  the  &nna  was 
so  good  as  to  afford  an  example  to  the 
whole  of  England,  what  must  he  the  ulti- 
mate effect  upon  the  rest  of  the  English 
counties  ?     They  were  told  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  Address,  that 
the  landed  interest  ought  to  act  upon  the 
mercantile  system  of  buying  in  the  cheap- 
est and  selling  in  the  dearest  market ;  hut 
it  was  forgotten  that  in  all  the  operations 
connected  with  the  land,  especially  in  those 
districts  where  the  poorer  soils  had  been 
brought  into   cultivation,  the   amount    of 
rent  to  the  farmer  was  a  very  small  sum 
in  the  expenditure — so  much  so,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  ordinary  fluctuations  of 
the  county  market,  the  amount  of  a  very 
few   shillings   a   quarter  in   the   price  of 
wheat  would  absorb  the  whole  rental  of 
the  farm.     He  would  submit  to  the  House 
some  practical  observations  bearing  upon 
the  present  condition  of  farming,  for  the 
truth  of  which  he  was  able  to  vouch.  They 
related  to  a  far.u  in  his  own  possession, 
situated  in  one  of  the  poorer  districts,  and 
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composed  of  land  which  fifty  years  ago 
was  not  capable  of  producing  anything  like 
a  quarter  of  wheat  an  acre,  but  which  now 
produced  four  quarters  an  acre;  and  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  was  not 
quoting  a  singular  instance,  but  one  which 
was  equally  applicable  to  thousands  of  acres 
in  tho  county  of  Lincoln. 

GomparatiTe  Statement  of  the  Debtor  and  Cre- 
ditor Accounts  of  a  Farm  before  and  after  the 
Introduction  of  Free  Trade ;  the  Farm  consist- 
ing of  800  acres  of  Wold  Land  on  Chalk ;  90 
acres  of  Marsh  Land  on  Claj  ;  and  00  acres  of 
Permanent  Pasture,  adapted  to  the  breeding  of 
Cattle  and  Sheep,  and  cultivated  on  the  Four- 
Held  Rotation  of  Crops.     Total  480  acres. 

Gftse  1. — ^Wheat,  56$,  per  quarter;  Barley,  32^.; 
Oats,  22«.;  Beans,  36«. 

0B.  £    8.  d. 

Rent  of  &rm,  including  tithes 650    0    0 

Bates,   taxes,    drainage,   and   other 

parochial  assessments  80     0    0 

Interest  of  capital,  6Z.  58.  per  acre= 

8,000^,  at  10  per  cent 300    0    0 

Intorett  on  additional  capital,  1,500/., 

at  5  per  cent 75    0    0 

Intarett  of  money  expended  in  build- 

ingi  at  Orby,  by  the  tenant,  with  a 

ienn  of  fifteen  years  to  liquidate...      30    0    0 
Artificial  manures,  namely — 

90  tODS^of  cake,  at  10/.  £200    0    0 

40  quarters  of  bones, 
at20« 40    0    0 

Sulj^uric  acid  for  do.       25    0    0 

265    0     0 

Meinud  labour  350    0    0 

Serranti'  wages,  namely — 

Two  ibremen  at  40/. 
each £80    0    0 

Three  waggoners,  or 
pbraghmen,  at  10/.       30    0    0 

Sbephra^  and  yard- 
man, 85/.  each 70     0    0 

Board  of  three  plough- 
men, at  6«.  per  week 
eMh 46  16    0 

226  16    0 

!&adeaiien's    bills,    namely,    black- 

■mith,  carpenter,  saddler,  &rrior, 

Ae. 80  0  0 

Grus  seeds,  insurance,  <kc 40  0  0 

Casoal  loss  on  live  stock 50  0  0 


2,146  16  0 
Suraliu  to  remunerate  for  capital, 

liTtng  expenses,  and  profit 207  14  0 

2,444  10  0 


910  aeref  of  com  in  all,  namely — 

Wheat,  100  acres  (70  acres  wold, 

80  acres  marsh)  3^  quarters  per 

mean,  after  deducting  for  seed, 

10  peeks  per  acre,  350  quarters, 

atMf 980    0    0 

of  barley,  4^  quarters  per 
I,  after  deductmg  for  seed, 
970  quarters,  at  32« 432    0    0 

Carried  forward. ..£1,412    0    0 


£     8,  d. 
Brought  forward...  1,412    0    0 
50  acres  beans  or  oats,  after  de- 
ducting for  seed  and  horses  ;  6 
quarters  per  acre  of  oats,  or  3j^ 

quarters  per  acre  of  beans 322  10     0 

Profits  on  live  stock,  namely — 
Sheep — 120    hogs,  at 

40« £240     0     0 

60  ewes  (either  as 
drapes  or  fat),  at 

40« 120     0     0 

00  tods  of  wool,  at 

28« 126     0    0 

486     0     0 

Beasts — ^viz.,  10  two- 
year  -  old  steers, 
annually  sold    at 


14/ 140     0    0 

8    drape    cows,    at 

10/.  10# 84     0     0 


224     0     0 


£2,444  10     0 

Case  2. — ^Wheat,  40».  per  quarter ;  Barley,  32«.  ; 
Oats,  14«.  ;  Beans,  25«. 

Dr.  £     8.  d. 
Rent  of  farm,  including  tithe  (no  al- 
teration)        650    0    0 

Rates,  taxes,   drainage,   and  other 

parochial  assessments  (as  before 

stated)  80     0     0 

Interest  of  capital,  3,000/.,  at  10  per 

cent   300    0    0 

Interest  of  additional  capital,  1,500/., 

at  5  per  cent 75     0     0 

Interest  of  money  expended  on  build- 
ings at  Orby,  to  run  out  in  15 

years 30    0    0 

Artificial  manures,  namely — 

Cake,  20  tons,  at  8/.  £160     0     0 

Bones,  40  quarters,  at 

15* 30     0     0 

Sulphuric  acid  for  do.    20    0    0 

210    0    0 

Manual  labour  (16  per  cent  deducted)    294    0     0 
Servants'  wages,  namely — 

Two  foremen,  35/.  each  £70    0    0 

Three    waggoners    or 

ploughmen,  at  9/....     27    0     0 

Shepherd  and  yardman    60    0    0 

Board  of  3  ploughmen, 
at  68.  per  week  each    39     0    0 

196     0     0 

Tradesmen's  bills  (as  before) 80    0    0 

Grass  seeds,  insurance,  d&c 30     0     0 

Casual  loss  on  live  stock 50     0     0 


£1,995  0  0 
N.  B.  The  90  acres  of  permanent  pasture,  and 
110  acres  of  grass  seeds,  either  depastured  or 
mown,  contribute  to  the  rearing  and  maintenance 
of  tho  live  stock  as  well  as  80  acres  of  turnips, 
the  whole  of  which  are  consumed  on  the  fisirm. 
(By  the  term  "  grass  seeds,"  may  be  comprised 
tares  mown  for  fodder.) 

Or.  £     8,  d, 

210  acres  of  com,  namely — 
Wheat,  100  acres,  at  3^  quarters 
per  acre,    after   deducting    for 
seed,  350  quarters,  at  40* 700     0     0 

Carried  forward...     700    0     0 
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Broagbt  forward. ..700 
Barley,  60  acres,  at  4^  qoarten  per 
acre,  after  deducting  for  seed, 

270  quarters,  at  32« 297 

Beaiis  or  oats,  50  acres,  at  B\  quar- 
ters per  acre  of  beans,  and  6 
quarters  per  acre  of  oats,  after 
deducting  for  seed  and  horses... 
Profits  on  live  stock,  namely — 
Sheep— 120  he-hogs,  at 

30s £180 

60  drape  ewe8,at  308.    90 
90  tods  of  wool,  at 
24« 108 


0     0 


2U    7    6 


0 
0 


0 
0 


0     0 


Beasts  — 10  two-year- 
old  steers,  at  12^  120     0     0 
8  drape  cows,  at  9Z.    72    0     0 


8.  d,  had  been  con^pelled  to  take  that  course 
^  ^  from  the  terms  of  the  Speech  itself.  For 
himself,  even  if  he  had  stood  alone,  he 
could  not  have  expressed  acquiescence  in 
the  statement  that  there  were  merely  com- 
plaints from  the  agricultural  districts — as 
if  those  complaints  were  a  mere  shadow,  a 
delusion,  and  were  made  merely  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  up  the  rents.  He  was 
willing  to  admit  that,  in  times  of  compara- 
tive scarcity,  com  should  he  admitted  from 
all  the  markets  of  the  world  ;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  such  should  be  the  ordi- 
nary rule  of  procedure.  They  were  told 
that  duties  should  be  levied  only  for  pur- 
Q  poses  of  revenue,  and  that  this  was  so  in 
all  cases  where  they  were  now  imposed. 


878    0    0 
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Defloiency  from  meeting  engagements, 
namely,  rent,  ex})cnse8  of  mauAge- 
ment,  and  interest  of  capital 213  12 


£1,781    7    6   This  might  be  all  very  well ;  but,  whether 


6 


they  were  for  purposes  of  revenue  or  not, 
tliey  operated  as  a  protection  in  favour  of 
the  particular  interest  to  which  they  re- 
£1,995  0  0  lated.  Why  did  they  keep  up  their  pre- 
sent excise  laws  ?  The  fact  was,  the  ag- 
ricultural was  the  least  favoured  interest 


6 


Deficiency  as  above 213  12 

Now,  what  was  the  consolation  held  out  to  in  the  country.  If  he  were  told  that  it 
them  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the ,  was  impossible  to  grow  the  tobacco  plant 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  He  told ;  at  any  profit  in  this  country,  he  would 
them   that  they  had  recovered  from   as '  only  ask  that  they  should  give  them  a 

freat  a  depression  as  the  agriculturists  in   trial.     He  asked  for  free  trade  to  that  ex- 
835.     The  two  cases,  however,  were  very  :  tent,  and  that  the  farmers  should  be  al- 
differcnt.     In  1835,  there  was  great  de- 1  lowed,  when  they  found  that  they  could 

Sression  in  consequence  of  the  great  abun-  ■  not  grow  wheat  on  account  of  the  compe- 
anco  of  the  harvest ;  but  now  the  evil  tition  of  the  foreigner,  to  grow  something 
arose  from  the  admission  of  foreign  corn,  I  else.  If  they  were  told  they  could  not 
which  was  brought  in  at  the  rate  of  grow  tobacco,  because  there  would  be  no 
1,000,000  quarters  a  month,  and  in  a  year  profit,  his  answer  was,  that  that  was  the 
of  unusual  abundance  at  home  they  were  farmers'  affair  only.  This,  however,  he 
exposed  to  the  competition  of  all  this  fo* '  did  know,  that  there  were  8<h1s  in  this 
n'i^u  grain.  It  might  be  said,  this  im- 1  country  and  in  Scotland  which  were  better 
iH>rtation  was  beneficial  to  the  country  at  fitted  for  the  growth  of  tobacco  than  any 
lArgi\  and  that  the  agriculturists  were  '  of  the  soils  in  Germany ;  this  he  was  able 
bound  to  remain  silent ;  but  he  wished  to  to  say,  from  having  been  made  acquainted 
know  on  what  grounds  those  who  held  out  with  the  process  of  cultivating  the  plant 
the  nn^siipoct  of  pn^sperity  to  the  farmers  when  he  was  in  Germany.  In  conclusion, 
based  thoir  statonients.  The  Chancellor  he  begged  to  express  his  ready  concur- 
of  the  Kxohoquor  hold  out  to  them  the  rcnce  in  the  Amendment,  for  which,  ac- 
hojH^  of  pn>»pon>us  times;  but  if  thoy  were  cordingly,  it  was  his  intention  to  vote, 
not  to  obtain  hotter  prioos  for  agricultural  Mr.^TORRENS  M'CULLAGH  :  I  wish 
prtuluoo,  ho  should  like  to  know  how  that  to  disclaim  on  my  own  behalf,  and  on  that 
prtMtporitv  was  to  W  n^alised.  Ho  ventured  of  many  who  sit  around  me,  the  imputation 
to  Miv,  that  if  the  prtvi^ent  pidioy  was  per-  which  has  been  cast  upon  this  side  of  the 
sovrrtHl  in,  instead  of  having  the  agrioul-  House,  that  in  opposing  the  Amendment 
lural  districts  in  a  fiourishing  state,  they  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  we  deny  the  prevalence 
wtmM»  in  worse  of  tinu\  have  the  wretched  of  agricultural  distress,  or  desire  to  evade 
WH>no«  of  misorv  and  famine  that  had  been  the  acknowledgment  of  its  intensity.  For 
wUutmsod  in  Kilru»h  enacted  in  every  one,  I  can  truly  say  that  I  would  net  sup- 
Utikiu  in  Kngland,  The  reason  why,  on  the   port  the  Address  if  I  conceived  that  it  iin- 

{tniMM»ni  wH>a(kion,  thev  had  dojuirtoil  fnnn   plieil  anything  of  the  kind.     But  I  believe 
hl>  usual  oourao  of  acquii^cint;  in  the  son-    that  it  was  not  so  intended  by  those  who 
llmvnta  of  tlw  Speeeb,  wa*  bwau^o  thoy    fnvood  it :  and  I  am  sore  that  it  will  not 
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be  60  undefBtood  bj  the  country.  We  dif- 
fer with  you  not  ae  to  the  fact  of  distress, 
bnt  as  to  the  remedy,  and  as  to  the  cause. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  is  probably  much  better  acquainted 
than  I  am  with  the  state  of  feeling  on 
this  important  subject  in  England;  but 
the  Amendment  contains  the  significant 
phrase,  "  especially  in  Ireland;*'  and  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I  think  I  know 
what  are  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
that  country,  at  least,  as  well  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Were  I  as  disposed  to  be  hyper- 
critical regarding  terms  as  that  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, I  might  construe  his  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  agricultural  meetings 
have  been  got  up  in  certain  counties  dur- 
ing the  autumn  as  an  unintentional  admis- 
sion of  what  has  uncharitably  been  laid  to 
yovr  charge  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
namely,  that  the  tenant-farmers  have  been 
pat  forward  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and 
that  the  proprietors  of  land  were  anxious 
to  commit  those  whom  they  could  influence, 
to  take  part  in  this  controversy,  before  they 
came  forward  themselves.  But  however 
this  system  of  management  may  have  been 
pareued,  or  however  successful  it  may  have 
been  in  England,  it  certainly  did  not  seem 
to  answer  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel. 
You  hare  called  upon  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  sympathy  and  support  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  protection,  and  your  call  has  been 
in  Tain.  You  asked  the  verdict  of  the 
towns  of  Ireland,  and  their  verdict  is 
against  yon.  You  appealed  for  judgment 
to  the  agricultural  classes  of  Ireland,  and 
their  jndgment  has  been  given  in  condem- 
nation of  your  policy,  and  in  bar  of  all 
Tonr  propositions  for  a  return  to  protection. 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
from  Kerry  to  Down,  and  from  Wexford  to 
Mayo,  the  same  response  has  been  unmis- 
takeably  pronounced,  that  to  the  labourers 
and  occupiers  of  land  no  benefit  would  ac- 
cme  from  a  reversal  of  the  policy  of  1846 
r^^arding  free  trade,  or  a  reversal  of  the 
policy  of  1847  regarding  the  poor-law. 
Bitter  experience  of  the  system,  of  which 
protectire  duties  and  no  efficient  poor-law 
formed  essential  parts,  has  taught  the  in- 
dustrial classes  in  Ireland  that  they  have 
nothing  to  gain  by  its  resuscitation.  At 
the  last — the  eleventh  hour  they  have 
■erered  causes  with  you;  and  there  is  no- 
thing which  they  less  desire  than  to  see 
restored  again  that  unnatural  system,  un- 
der which  they  have  not  forgotten  that 
tkej  sank  into  a  physical  condition 
wldeh  was  a  disgrace  to  the  empire, 
and  a  byword  throughout  the  world.     The 


hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Radnor- 
shire (Sir  J.  Walsh),  has  told  us,  that 
until  very  recently  Ireland  "  enjoyed"  pro* 
tection.  Let  me  remind  the  House  what 
sort  of  enjoyment  that  was,  whose  loss  we 
are  expected  to  deplore.  I  shall  not  ad- 
vert to  the  year  lo35,  or  any  other  year 
when  the  country  was  exposed  to  that  ter- 
rible affliction,  a  superabundant  hanrest. 
I  will  not  take  for  illustration  a  year  of  ex- 
traordinary depression  of  price,  or  adversity 
of  the  seasons.  I  will  ask  you  to  recur  to 
the  condition  of  things  which  existed  in  Ire- 
land in  1834.  I  do  so  for  two  reasons — 
first,  because  its  features  are  indelibly  im- 
pressed upon  my  own  memory;  and,  so-'' 
condly,  because  the  average  price  of  wheat 
for  the  five  preceding  years  having  been 
above  60^.,  nobody  can  say  that  it  is  not  a 
fair  period  to  take  as  an  example.  Such 
were  the  statements  made  to  Parliament 
at  that  time  of  the  state  of  the  labouring 
population  with  respect  to  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  such  the  condition  of  things 
regarding  the  occupancy  of  land,  that  this 
House,  in  an  Address  to  the  Crown,  re- 
quested that  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  should 
be  appointed  to  investigate  locally  and  mi- 
nutely into  the  truth  of  the  allegations 
made,  and  to  report  the  result.  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  entrusted  with  a  portion  of 
that  inquiry,  and  I  can  speak  with  confi- 
dence, therefore,  of  what  we  found.  The 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  TroUope)  alluded  last 
night  to  what  had  been  done  in  Lincoln- 
shire under  protection.  I  will  tell  the 
House  what  was  done  and  left  undone  in 
Gal  way — a  portion  of  the  Queen's  domi- 
nions not  less  in  area  or  population— dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  same  legislative 
system.  That  county  was  one  of  those 
into  the  condition  of  which  it  became  my 
duty  to  examine.  And  what  did  I  find  ? 
That  notwithstanding  all  the  vaunted  bene- 
fits of  a  high  price  for  corn,  agriculture  was 
so  backward  and  production  so  limited,  that 
pasture  was  the  rule,  and  tillage  the  excep- 
tion; that  want  of  agricultural  employ- 
ment was  general  and  permanent,  while 
remunerative  wages  for  a  day's  work  was 
comparatively  rare.  Nay,  down  to  the 
latest  days  of  protection  the  same  features 
are  observable,  indicative  of  the  want  of 
agricultural  improvement.  Out  of  742,805 
arable  acres,  there  were  in  1847  not  above 
172,345  acres  under  tillage  crops  suitable 
for  human  food.  For  the  purposes  of  the 
inquiry  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  selected 
for  specific  investigation  parishes  dissimi- 
lar and  remote  from  one  another,  in  order 
that  I  might  be  enabled  to  form  a  fair 
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general  estimate.  Among  them  was  the 
parish  of  Eillimore,  a  secluded  district, 
wholly  agricultural,  hut  having  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  fertile  soil,  and  of  heing 
situated  ahout  equidistant  from  the  port  of 
Galway,  and  the  Shannon.  It  happened 
to  form  part  of  the  only  harony  in  the 
county  which  had  hcen  placed  under  the 
operation  of  the  Coercion  Act  of  1833. 
That  Act  vested  a  discretionary  power  in 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  proclaim  any  dis- 
trict where  disturhances  prevailed ;  and 
Lord  Wellesley  had  deemed  it  necessary 
to  proclaim  the  locality  in  question.  The 
Act  had  heen  passed  upon  the  express 
ground  that  such  was  the  popular  distrust 
and  discontent  prevailing  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland,  chiefly  arising  out  of  contentions 
ahout  land,  that  extra-constitutional  re- 
straints were  needful.  I  thought  this  was 
manifestly  a  district,  therefore,  into  the 
social  condition  of  which  I  ought  to  inquire. 
Persons  of  different  classes  and  of  different 
creeds  were  examined  in  each  other's  pre- 
sence, and  were  invited  to  corrohorate  or 
to  controvert,  as  they  might  he  severally 
disposed,  each  other's  testimony.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  ohtaining  from  various  witnesses 
an  enumeration  of  the  lahourers  in  the 
parish,  and  the  amount  of  work  they  could 
ordinarily  obtain.  The  result  was,  that 
out  of  800  labourers  there  was  not  employ- 
ment, putting  all  the  broken  days*  work 
together,  for  more  than  100.  I  will  give 
you  some  of  the  answers  I  received  in  the 
words  of  the  witnesses  themselves.  One 
man  said — "  We  grow  the  com,  but  we 
don't  know  the  taste  of  meal  or  flour." 
Another  said — **  We  can  rear  the  pig,  but 
we  cannot  eat  the  bacon."  Another  said 
— **  For  fifty  miles  round  everything  that 
is  reared  or  grown  is  sent  off  to  foreign 
markets" — meaning  thereby  to  Liverpool 
and  other  English  ports.  [Cheers  from  the 
Protectionists.]  I  understand  that  cheer; 
but  let  me  tell  hon.  Gentlemen  that  no- 
thing more  foreign  to  the  feelings  or  wishes 
of  the  Irish  people  can  be  conceived  than 
the  proposal  which  is  made  of  surren- 
dering them  once  more  to  the  **  enjoy- 
ment" of  protection.  A  more  unwise  course 
could  not  be  taken  if  the  object  be  to  ob- 
literate mutual  feelings  of  alienation  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  countries, 
than  to  preach  the  doctrines  recently  pro- 
mulgated in  Ireland  that  the  industrial 
classes  there  have  interests  at  variance 
with  those  of  the  industrial  classes  here. 
There  was,  indeed,  one  trade  which  had  ■ 
enjoyed  unparalleled  prosperity  durins:  the 
continuance  of   protection — the   trade  in 


mortgages.     Those  who  wanted  to  borrow 
on  the  security  of  rent»  had  never  found 
capital  so  cheap ;  and  those  who  wanted 
good  security  ror  permanent  investment, 
had  never  before  found  it  so  easy  to  derive 
four  or  five  per  cent  from  land,  without  in- 
curring any  of  the  responsibilities  inci- 
dent to  its  ownership.     But  how  ^d  these 
facilities  and  gains  improve  the  physical 
or  social  condition  of  the  country  ?     While 
borrowers  and  lenders  of  money  on  land 
were   enjoying    protection,   the    mass    of 
the  popiUation  were  daily  sinking  into  po- 
verty— a  poverty,   from   participating  in 
the  alleviation  of  which  these  two  favoured 
classes  were,  until  the  passing  of  the  poor- 
law  of  1847,  legally  free.     And  part  of 
the  retrogressive  policy  which  Gentlemen 
opposite  seem  now  disposed  to  recommend, 
is  the  practical  repeal  of  that  law.     Yoa 
would  narrow  the  area  of  taxation — ^yoa 
would  circumscribe  the  extent  and  nature 
of  relief — ^vou  would  in  eveir  way  break 
down  that  fence  so  lately  raised  between 
the  outcast  peasantry  and  starvation.    I 
am  confident  that  this  House  will  never  be 
induced  to  retrace  its  steps  in  this  respect. 
1  fully  admit  that  beyond  a  certain  point 
distress   cannot    be  remedied,    though  it 
may  be  mitigated,  by  a  poor-law.    But  my 
belief  is,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment to  do  much  towards  reconstituting 
society  in  Ireland  on  a  basis  that  will  alike 
tend  to  the  welfare  of  the  occupiers  and 
the  owners  of  land.    A  good  Landlord  and 
Tenant  Bill  would  do  more  to  stimulate 
employment   and   improvement,  to  abate 
the  pressure  of  rates,  and  to  secmre  the 
ready  and  cheerful  payment  of  reasonable 
rents,  than  any  other  expedient  or  device 
that  can  be  named.     There  is  one  body  of 
men  in  Ireland  whose  opinions  on  the  ur- 
gent necessity  of  giving,  by  law,  the  ten- 
ant compensation  for  whatever  improve- 
ments he  may  make  on  his  farm,  is  en- 
titled to  peculiar  regard — I  allude  to  the 
clergy  of  the  different  denominations.    As- 
sociating with   the  middle  classes  of  the 
people,  and  bound  up  with  them  by  sym- 
pathy and  feeling,  these  men  have  hitherto 
been  looked  upon  too  frequently  as  the 
leaders  of  rival  parties.    But  however  they 
may  still  continue  to  differ  on  sectarian 
matters,  they  are  unanimous  on  this  sub- 
ject.    I  think  such  unanimity  is  a  pr^* 
nant  sign  of  the  times,  not  to  be  mistaken. 
Let  any  one  who  values  the  stability  of 
his  order,  if  that  narrow  ground  must  be 
taken,    or  who   extends   his  view  to  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  at  large,  ask  himself 
seriously  whether  it  is  wise  to  keep  up  a 


193 


fAtf  Speech — 


{Feb.  1} 


Adjourned  Debate.  194 


dispute,  which  the  terms  of  the  Amend- 
ment do  not  indicate  any  means  of  set- 
tling, and  which  we  have  heard  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen hoast  during  this  dehate  they  do 
not  hope  to  set  at  rest  for  many  a  day  to 
come — a  dispute  the  most  exciting  that 
has  recently  heen  known  in  the  annals  of 
agitation  ?      In   Ireland  it  is  no  longer 
a  question  of  Catholic  or  Protestant — hut 
-of  Catholic  and  Protestant.     The  Presby- 
terian clergy  of  the  north  seem  to  hare  taken 
a  lesson,   or  rather  to  have  undertaken 
to  give  a  lesson,  to  the  Catholic   priest- 
hood of  the  south  in  the  art   of  agita- 
tion.   Most  remarkable  language  has  been 
held  in  that  county  of  Ulster,  which  was 
•npposed  to  be  a  perfect  model  of  constitu- 
tionid  propriety,  meekness,  and  endurance. 
The  noble    Lord   (Viscount  Castlereagh) 
who  represented  that  county,  has  lately 
published  a  letter,  to  which  I  refer  with 
the  greater  pleasure,  because  I  am   con- 
fident that  it  only  expresses  with  peculiar 
felicity  the  sentiments  of  the  wisest  and 
best  men  throughout  the  kingdom.  Every- 
where the  same  conviction  gathers  strength 
— that  a  return  to  protection  is  undesirable, 
and  that  a  sound  law  of  tenant  compensa- 
tion ought  no  longer  to  be  withheld.     The 
people  of  the  towns  in  Ireland  do  not  be- 
uere  that  it  would  mend  their  condition  to 
pay  more  for  their  bread ;  the  people  of 
the  country  do  not  believe  it  would  serve 
iheir  interest  to  pay  more  for  their  land. 
But  the  want  of  some  established  tenant- 
right  is  keenly  felt  by  both.    Under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  letting  land  in  Ireland,  those 
occupiers  who  have  increased  the  production 
of  tho  country,  in  thii-ty  years,  from  eight 
to  sixteen  millions,  do  not  feci  any  interest 
in  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  land ; 
still  less  can  they  be   brought  to  believe 
that  it  is  for  their  interest  that  the  high 
price  of  land  is  proposed  to  be  kept  up. 
Until  legislation  is  so  framed  as  to  induce 
a  change  of  feeling  in  the  tenantry  towards  | 
the  landlords  it  is  wholly  impossible  that ' 
pennanent  contentment  should  prevail  in 
Ireland,  or  that  there  should  be  a  subsi- 
dence of  those  angry  passions  which  we  must 
all  deplore.     The  noble  Lord  opposite  (the 
Marquess  of  Granby)  seemed  to  be  exceed- 
ingly uneasy  as  to  the  course  likely  to  be 
tuen  towurds  this  country  by  the  United 
States.      It  is  certainly  something   new 
to  hear  the   Government  of  the   United 
States  held  up  as  an  authority,  and  praised 
hr  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.     I  have  no 
eojection  to   this;    but  if  there   be   one 
qualitj  in   which    all   would    agree   that 
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that  Government  was  not  deficient — it  is 
their  aptitude  in  taking  good  care  of  their 
own  interests.  The  noble  Lord  seems 
greatly  afraid  of  the  threat  thrown  out 
by  somebody — of  a  refusal  to  take  some 
ten  millions  worth  of  our  manufactures. 
It  might  be  supposed  from  this,  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  pure  beneficence,  free 
choice  or  caprice,  which  led  the  people 
of  the  States  to  take  so  largely  of  our 
manufactures.  But  haVe  they  not,  in  re- 
turn, a  large  market  for  their  agricul- 
tural produce  ?  We  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  giving  away  our  manufactures  any  more 
than  they  would  give  away  their  grain. 
As  to  the  article  o^  raw  cotton,  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  except  by  a  total 
and  fundamental  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  republic,  to  impose  any  duty 
whatever  on  that  article.  Before  that  could 
be  done,  it  would  be  necessary  to  change 
the  opinion,  not  of  a  majority  only,  but  of 
two  thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  American 
people. 

Mr.  ROBERT  PALMER  said,  he  was 
anxious,  in  the  course-  of  this  debate,  to 
offer  a  few  observations  on  this  important 
question,  not  so  much  because  he  hoped  to 
offer  anything  new  on  the  subject — for 
really  when  Gentlemen  considered  what  had 
taken  place  in  that  House  in  the  year  1846, 
on  the  general  debate  on  the  question  of 
the  repeal  of  the  com  laws,  every  person 
who  rose  to  address  the  House  had  a  con- 
siderable difficulty  to  contend  with  ;  never- 
theless, holding  the  position  he  did,  as  the 
representative  of  a  purely  agricultural  coun- 
ty, he  should  feel  himself  wanting  in  duty 
to  those  who  had  done  him  the  honour  to 
place  their  interests  in  his  charge,  if  he  did 
not  attempt,  in  some  degree,  to  set  forth 
their  grievances  when  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing  so.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Malton  asked  those  who  advocated 
protection  what  object  they  had  in  view  in 
supporting  this  Amendment.  He  said  that 
the  question  was  not  now  whether  the  com 
laws  were  to  be  repealed  or  not.  That 
question  his  hon.  Friend  said  had  been  set- 
tled long  before,  and  that  the  question  now 
only  was,  whether  a  few  words  should  be 
added  to  the  Address;  but  he  (Mr.  Palmer) 
thought  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  those  few  words  were  of  great  import- 
ance. Her  Majesty,  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  had  no  doubt  alluded  to  the 
complaints  which  had  been  made  by  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  Her  Majesty  like- 
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wise  expressed  Her  regret  that  any  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  should  be  suf- 
fering under  the  pressure  of  distress.  He 
was  sure  that  none  would  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  any  other  feeling  but  that  of 
kind  sympathy  would  ever  find  place  in  Her 
Majesty's  breast;  but  then  when  he  looked 
to  the  language  of  the  Speech,  be  found 
it  did  not  go  on  to  allude  to  that  distress, 
but  expressed  Her  Majesty's  regret  at  what 
were  called  "  the  complaints  which  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  have  proceeded  from 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land."  He 
acquitted  the  noble  Lord  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted  of  any  intention  to  cast  a 
slight  on  the  distress  of  the  agricultural 
population;  but  he  must  be  pardoned  for 
saying  that  the  words  were  so  placed  in  the 
paragraph  of  the  Speech  that  the  people 
would  not  look  at  them  as  mere  idle  ex- 
pressions. But  it  was  for  them  to  show 
now  far  they  could  justify  to  those  whom 
they  represented — especially  after  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  country  a  short  time 
since — the  allowing  this  paragraph  to  pass 
without  notice,  and  without  expressing  their 
opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  distress,  and 
the  cause  of  it.  Therefore  he  said  these 
words  which  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Malton  had  merely  alluded  to  as  a  few 
words  to  be  added  to  the  Address,  and  there- 
fore of  little  or  no  importance  whether 
added  or  not — it  was  for  that  reason  they 
had  become  of  more  importance  in  his  opin- 
ion. Because  those  words  declared  "  that 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
especially  in  Ireland,  the  various  classes  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  connected  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  are  labouring  under 
severe  distress;"  and  the  Amendment  went 
on  to  sav  as  to  the  cause  of  that  distress 
that  it  was  "  mainly  attributable,  in  our 
opinion,  to  recent  legislative  enactments, 
the  operation  of  which  is  aggravated  by  the 
heavy  pressure  of  local  taxation."  They 
contended  that  the  existing  distress  was 
mainly  attributable  to  the  course  of  policy 
commonly  called  free  trade,  which  that 
Houso  had  thought  proper  to  adopt.  Now, 
with  respect  to  the  general  distress  of  the 
country  in  the  agricultural  districts,  ho 
would  confine  himself  to  that  point,  and  he 
prosununl  that  the  fact  of  its  existence  was 
generally  conoedoil:  ho  spoke  from  his  own 
jHTsonal  knowlodge,  and  fn^m  the  opinions 
of  those  who  were  place^l  in  this  painful 
position.  Thev  complained  that  they  were 
sutforiug  under  a  degree  of  pressure  which 
for  many  year*  past  they  had  not  expo- 
rienctHi;  and  which  they  felt  great  appre- 


hensions they  should  not  be  able  to  OTer- 
come.     From  week  to  week  the  markets 
for  produce  were  daily  falling,  and  there 
appeared  to  be  no  chance  of  a  rise  in 
prices.      The  hon.   Member    for   Malton 
asked  what  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site benches  had  been  about  in  the  different 
counties  for  the  last  two  months;  and  he 
stated  that  they  had  been  exerting  them- 
selves for  the  purpose  of  agitating  and  ex- 
citing the  public  mind  on  this  question; 
and  in  some  instances,  it  had  been  stated 
that  under  this  system  of  free  trade  the 
tenant-farmers  could  never  pay  the  rents 
to  their  landlords,  and  that  the  land  must 
go  out  of  cultivation,  and  it  was  believed 
that  the  landlords  got  up  these  meetings. 
He  (Mr.  Palmer)  admitted  that  some  gentle- 
men at  those  meetings  might  have  argued 
this  point  rather  strongly;  but  as  far  as 
his  own  county  was  concerned,  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending  a  county  meeting  on 
this  subject,  and  so  hr  from  the  landlords 
'  having  anything  to  do  with  the  getting  up 
'  of  that  meeting,  his  persuasion  was  that  tf 
;  it  had  not  been  for  the   tenant-fsimers 
:  meeting  together  on  market  days,  and  com- 
plaining of  the  distress  they  were  suffering, 
j  and  being  determined  in  every  constitotional 
manner  to  express  their  opinions  at  county 
!  meetings,  there  would  have  been  no  meet- 
ings at  all.     So  far  from  this  being  a  land- 
lord's question,  or  that  the  landlords  had 
I  called  those  various  meetings  in  Lincob- 
I  shire  and  elsewhere  together,  it  had  been 
'  purely  a  tenant's  question,  and  thej  came 
'  forwwi  to  impress  upon  their  representa- 
!  tives  and  upon  their  landlords  the  propriety 
'  of  taking  strong  measures  to  relieve  their 
'  distress.     What  the  tenants  complain  of 
most  justly  was,  that  they  were  hardly 
i  able  to  meet  their  engagements.     Those 
I  who  had  leases  would,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, pay  their  rent,  but  they  were  pay- 
ing their  rent  out  of  their  capital,  and 
not  out  of  the  profits  from  their  land.     It 
happened    in    many   parts   of  the  conn- 
try  that   there  were  a  great   nnmber  of 
respectable  men  —  not  men  of  capital — 
who  had  been  liring  on  the  same  proper- 
ties from  the  time  of  their  fathers,  grand- 
fathers, and  possibly  great-grandfathers  in 
succession,  and  who  lived  almost  from  hand 
to  mouth ;  and  surely  those  deserving  men 
should  not  be  exposed  to  an  unfair  compe- 
tition with  the  foreigner.     Now,  with  re- 
spect to   the  cause  of  this  distress,   he 
should  be  prepared  to  contend  that  it  did 
not  require  any  great  research  to  ascer- 
tain from  what  it  had  arisen.   He  was  pre- 
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pared  to  say  that  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  law  which  the 
Legislature  had  thought  proper  to  adopt 
in  the  year  1846.  It  was  doing  away  with 
all  these  duties,  which  operated,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  British 
fanner.  With  respect  to  the  cause  of  the 
depression,  that  question  was  disputed.  It 
was  stated  that  there  was  a  variety  of 
other  causes  which  had  produced  this  dis- 
tress, hut  that  it  was  by  no  means  to  be 
attributed  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
com.  He  would  not  go  at  any  length  into 
detiuls,  he  would  merely  state  what  had 
appeared  to  have  been  imported  in  the 
year  1849,  of  wheat,  barley,  and  flour. 
This  was  taken  from  what  was  considered 
the  organ  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
the  Mark  Lane  Express^  showing  the 
arerage  of  every  week.  He  had  taken 
the  account  a  fortnight  ago;  at  that  time 
there  had  been  imported  of  wheat  4,491 ,635 
qaarters,  which,  if  the  consumption  was 
taken  at  20,000,000  of  quarters,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  Mover  of  the  Address, 
amounted  to  nearly  one-fourth  of  the 
conanmption  ;  barley,  1,435,508,  besides 
an  addition  of  flour  of  3,609,601  cwt. 
These  imports  were  concurrent  with  an 
abundant  harvest;  and  to  this  fact  they 
might  attribute  the  low  prices  of  agri- 
cnltoral  produce.  Then,  he  contended, 
the  effect  of  such  a  state  of  things 
must  necessarily  be  most  injurious  to  the 
fannen  of  England.  How  did  this  pres- 
sure operate  on  other  parties?  Why,  it 
operated  upon  the  shopkeepers  and  trades- 
men in  country  towns,  and  upon  the  poor 
laboorers.  He  would  venture  to  say  that 
there  was  no  class  of  persons  who  would 
feel  the  distress  of  the  agricultural  body 
^MTS  quickly  or  severely  than  the  retail 
tndennen  in  country  towns.  He  knew 
several  persons  who,  not  long  ago,  were 
the  advocates  of  free-trade  principles,  and 
wished  to  try  the  experiment,  who  had  1 
nnoe  found  that  their  returns  were  falling 
off,  and  that  the  orders  received  from  the 
fanners  were  now  only  one-half  or  one- 
fnirth  of  what  they  used  to  be.  He  said 
H  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  cheap  bread 
most  noty  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
le  most  beneficial  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
anmiij;  as  a  general  principle,  it  must  be 
a  bonefii  to  have  provisions  at  that  rate  at 
lAieh  the  people  could  afford  to  pay  for 
thsBL  But  he  eontended  it  did  not  ne- 
sesssrilj  follow  that  the  agricultural  la- 
Wnror  the  individual  who  depended  upon 
smplojmoit  upon  the  soil  (that  employ- 


ment being  found  him  by  the  farmer) — 
that  that  person  should  be  in  a  better  po- 
sition because  the  price  of  bread  was  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  amount.  He  might 
quote  the  opinion  of  an  hon.  Baronet,  a 
friend  of  his,  to  prove  that  cheap  bread, 
to  be  bought  at  a  low  price  of  corn,  was 
not  necessarily  a  great  or  important 
benefit.  He  regretted  to  say  that  the 
effect  of  the  cheapness  of  agricultural 
produce  was  a  depreciation  of  the  wages 
of  the  agricultural  labourer.  In  his 
own  locality — it  was  a  populous  neigh- 
bourhood, full  of  gentlemen's  seats,  some 
of  which  were  not  connected  with  large 
properties,  but  of  moderate  extent  — 
there  were  a  great  number  of  villas, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  which,  of  course, 
gave  employment  to  the  labourers  to  a 
grater  extent  than  they  would  obtain  if 
the  land  were  merely  farming  land  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  his  neighbourhood  the  rate 
of  wages  bad  not  been  reduced  beyond 
what  they  were  last  year.  But  when  it 
was  stated  that  wages  had  considerably 
decreased,  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
that  on  the  borders  of  Wiltshire  the  wages 
were  not  more  than  7«.,  and  in  some 
places  less,  per  week.  Then,  he  would 
ask  the  House,  of  what  advantage  was 
it  to  the  labourer  that  bread  should  be  so 
cheap,  if  he  had  not  the  means  where- 
with to  procure  it  ?  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  for  men  in  that  situation  of 
life  to  have  bread  dearer,  and  wages 
not  so  low  as  they  were.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  T  am  worth 
said,  in  the  year  1846,  that  the  question 
was  not  the  price  of  bn^ad,  but  what  com- 
mand the  labourer  had  over  that  bread, 
and  the  other  necessaries  of  life.  It  had 
been  often  said — and  the  protectionists 
were  taunted  with  it  when  they  talked  of 
distress,  and  advocated  a  return  to  protec-^ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  on  a 
fair  level  with  other  bodies — that  they  were 
not  worse  off  than  they  had  been  in  pre- 
vious years  when  the  prices  were  lower, 
as  in  1832  and  1835.  True  it  was  that 
prices  were  lower  in  those  years,  but  under 
totally  different  circumstances.  In  those 
years  there  was  no  importation  of  foreign 
corn;  the  low  prices  were  caused  by  the 
abundance  of  our  own  produce.  Persons 
might  be  distressed  by  a  superfluity  of 
produce ;  and  of  that,  no  one,  he  admit- 
ted, had  a  right  to  complain.  But  they 
did  complain  of  low  prices  being  caused 
by  a  superabundant  importation  of  foreign 
grain.     He  was  sure  that  there  was  not  a 
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single  Gentleman  in  that  House  who  would 
not  rejoice  that  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  ahle  to  give  so 
flattering  an  account  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  community ;  hut  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  say  that,  concurrently  with 
that  state  of  prosperity,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  distress  among  a  large  hody  of  the 
people.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
stated,  that  the  best  test  of  the  employ- 
ment of  the  labouring  classes  was  the 
amount  contributed  for  their  relief;  and, 
by  figures  which  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  would  not 
dispute,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on 
to  show  a  comparison  between  last  year 
and  1848.  In  some  counties  there  had  ap- 
peared an  increase,  but  there  had  been  on 
the  whole  a  decrease  of  relief  to  the  poor; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  argued  from 
that,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
labouring  classes  generally  must  be  in  a 
better  position.  He  (Mr.  Palmer)  thought 
that  argument  might  be  carried  too  far. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  necessarily  fol- 
lowed that  the  amount  of  relief  afforded 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  boards 
of  guardians  was  a  just  criterion  of  the 
state  of  the  poverty  of  the  people.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  pauperism 
and  poverty.  The  pauper  claimed  re- 
lief as  a  right  by  law  ;  poverty  implied 
the  position  of  a  man  who  was  not  able 
to  support  himself  or  his  family,  out  of 
the  small  amoimt  of  wages  he  was  able 
to  procure;  and  who  would  not  appeal 
to  the  board  of  guardians  till  the  last 
moment,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
placed  in  the  union,  and  would  rather 
starve  himself  than  do  so.  Then  as 
to  poor-rates,  he  had  seen  an  estimate 
taken  in  the  course  of  a  period  of  fourteen 
years.  The  amount  of  poor  relief  in  seven 
of  those  years  was  greater  when  prices 
were  at  a  lower  rate,  than  in  the  other  seven 
years  when  corn  was  selling  at  a  higher 
price.  But  two  remarkable  periods  might 
W  taken  mon^  especially.  The  lowest  price 
of  corn  durinix  the  same  series  of  vears 
was  in  lN*U>,  the  price  being  39.<.  5d., 
but  durinv:  that  vear  the  poor-rate  amount- 
od  to  l^;i;)4,/)28/.;  whereas  in  1S39  the 
prioo.  the  highest  price,  of  wheat  was 
(iOi.  4i/.  per  ouartor.  the  poi^r-rate  in  that 
vear  hiMng  M 1 0.999/.  In  1 842  the  right 
non.  Hanmet  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
argueil  in  farour  of  a  continuation  of  pro- 
tivtion  to  agriculture,  which  was  entitled 
to  It  by  roason  of  the  peculiar  burtiens 
whieh  proMod  on  the  land:  and  a  short 
iiwo  Ago  the  right  hon.  lUronct  had  al- 


luded to  the  poor-rate  as  a  peculiarly  heavy 
burden  to  which  the  land  was  subject  more 
than  any  other  property.  The  hon.  Mo- 
ver of  the  Address  laughed  at  the  notion 
of  land  being  subject  to  special  burdens. 
But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  admitted  himself,  in  1842, 
that  the  poor-rate  pressed  with  peculiar 
heaviness  on  land;  and  on  looking  back,  as 
they  sometimes  did,  to  the  debates  of  for- 
mer periods,  he  was  surprised  to  find  a 
distinguished  lawyer,  now  a  Member  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  coinciding  in 
that  view,  for  in  a  debate  which  took  place 
in  the  year  1820  on  the  Motion  of  Mr. 
Home  Sumner,  he  found  Mr.  H.  Brougham 
thus  expressing  himself,  according  to  the 
report  in  the  Anniuil  Register : — 

"  Mr.  Brougham  supported  the  Motion  on  gene- 
ral principles.  Agriculture,  he  thought,  was  en- 
titled to  special  protection,  both  because  many 
public  burdens  pressed  unequally  upon  it,  and  be- 
cause much  poor  land  had  been  brought  into  cul- 
tivation, which  could  not  now  be  thrown  back  in- 
to its  former  state,  without  immense  misery  to 
individuals,  as  well  as  injury  to  the  public.  In 
illustrating  these  positions,  he  observed,  thai  no- 
thing was  more  common  than  to  see  a  mannfiMS- 
turer  erect  a  fine  tall  building,  a  matter  of  great 
ornament  to  the  neighbourhood,  no  doubt,  but 
certainly  of  great  use  to  him.  This  building  was 
erected  on  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  land-; 
and  within  its  four  walls  were  carried  on  the  ma- 
nufiicture  of  two  very  important  articles— cotton 
and  paupers !  And  though  his  manufiustory  pro- 
duced to  its  proprietor  an  income  frequently  of 
not  less  than  30,000^  a  year,  yet  he  only  paid 
poor-rates  as  for  a  property  of  500/.;  while  his 
poor  neighbour,  who  rented  land  to  that  amoont, 
paid  the  same  proportion,  though  his  income  was 
not  the  fourth  part  of  his  rent." 

He  was  glad  to  find  so  distinguished  a 
Member  supporting  protection.  They  were 
told  they  might  as  well  think  of  restoring 
the  Heptarchy  as  to  restore  protection. 
But  let  it  be  remembered  they  neyer  as- 
sented to  free  trade.  In  1846  they  en- 
deavoured to  fight  as  good  a  battle  as  they 
could,  but  they  were  beaten  by  majorities 
of  that  House;  they  were  beaten  by  the 
separation  from  their  ranks  of  many  per- 
sons who  had  previously  advocated  protec- 
tion; but  he  would  ask  the  House  whether 
any  of  those  with  whom  he  was  acting  had 
abandoned  the  question  ?  The  Mover  of 
the  Address  said  that  this  was  a  settled 
question;  but  he  must  confess  he  did  not 
think  so.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  community  were 
not  entitled  to  the  same  amount  of  protec- 
tion as  the  manufacturing,  or  any  other 
branch  of  national  industry.  Now  what 
was  the  farming  busmess  ?     Maoj  persona 
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considered  com  a  raw  material;  but  he 
was  not  of  that  opinion.  Land  certainly 
was  a  raw  material,  and  in  many  instances 
a  yery  raw  material  indeed.  He  contended 
that  com  was  as  much  an  article  of  manu- 
facture as  cotton.  Besides,  the  trade  of 
the  farmer  was  liable  to  more  risks  than 
that  of  any  manufacturer.  His  produce 
was  sdbject  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
seasons;  and,  after  siunng  his  com,  he 
had  to  wait  until  Micnaelmas  before  he 
could  reap  the  produce  of  his  labour. 
In  some  instances  his  crops  might  be 
destroyed  by  frosts  or  other  accidents 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  The  ma- 
nufacturer had  none  of  these  difficulties 
to  contend  with.  On  receiving  orders  from 
America,  or  any  other  country,  he  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  work  up  his  raw  mate- 
rial; and,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  re- 
ceived payment  for  the  articles  supplied  by 
him.  The  faraier,  being  subject  to  so  many 
more  risks  than  any  other  class,  was  there- 
£»re  entitled  to  some  protection.  If  the 
position  of  the  farmer  was  such  as  he  had 
endeavoured  to  describe — and  he  hoped  he 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  exaggeration  in 
the  statements  which  he  had  made — the 
question  was,  what  ought  to  be  done  to 
afford  him  relief?  It  was  stated  in  the 
free-trade  journals  that  the  farmers  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  employ  more  capital, 
to  grow  more  corn,  to  buy  more  expensive 
maonres,  to  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel,  to  become  more  skilful  and  indus- 
trious, and  then  they  would  be  able  to  defy 
the  world.  That  might  be  all  very  tme  if 
the  farmers  had  their  pockets  full  of  mo- 
ney; but  how  did  the  case  stand  with  re- 
spect to  those  who  had  no  capital?  Such 
assertions  were  something  like  adding  in- 
sult to  injury.  It  seemed  to  him  that  one 
of  two  courses  must  be  pursued  by  Parlia- 
ment. If  they  meant  to  leave  the  agricul- 
tural interest  to  chance,  let  them  say  so, 
and  then  the  unfortunate  sufferers  must 
pocket  the  affront  as  well  as  they  could; 
but  they  certainly  would  endeavour  to 
impress  on  the  House  the  importance  and 
the  duty  of  giving  some  relief  to  that  most 
important  and  industrious  class.  One  course 
wiNild  be  for  Parliament  to  retrace  its  steps, 
to  restore  protection  in  some  degree — he 
did  not  say  to  any  great  amount — but  the 
question  of  amount  was  not  the  subject  to 
be  debated  on  the  present  occasion.  Par- 
fiament  must  either  do  that,  or  endeavour 
to  redoee  the  taxes  and  burdens  on  land, 
■O  as  to  give  relief  in  that  way.  If  Par- 
lianoni   was  prepared  to  follow  up  the 


course  which  had  been  pursued  for  some 
time  past,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
complaints  and  distresses  of  that  large  and 
influential  body  of  the  community,  that 
body  must  endeavour  to  take  measures  in- 
to their  own  hands  and  relieve  themselves 
according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment. 
He  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  a  de- 
mand made  for  the  reduction  of  taxation, 
to  an  extent  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  either  of  the  present  or  any 
other  Government  would  And  most  incon- 
venient to  comply  with.  But  it  would  be 
enforced  in  such  a  manner,  and  by  such 
arguments,  as  any  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer would  find  it  difficult  to  resist.  The 
much  wiser  and  safer  course  would  be  for 
the  Government  to  look  at  the  question  of 
agricultural  distress  and  difficulty  in  time, 
and  to  endeavour  by  one  of  the  courses 
which  he  had  suggested,  to  afford  some  re- 
lief to  that  suffering  class.  He  was  aware 
that  it  was  useless  to  press  these  views  on 
the  present  Government,  or  the  present 
Parliament.  The  Government  had  taken 
their  stand  on  the  principle  of  free  trade. 
They  had  carried  it  to  the  utmost  extent 
in  their  power ;  and.  he  believed  they  were 
prepared,  if  possible^  to  extend  it  still  fur- 
ther. He  did  not  expect  to  be  able  to  per- 
suade the  Government  to  abandon  those 
principles  upon  which  they  had  hitherto 
acted.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
Governments  are  not  permanent  bodies — 
other  Governments  might  at  some  time  or 
other  occupy  the  places  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Other  Parliaments  might  be 
elected,  and  constituencies  might  return 
Members  entertaining  very  different  views 
from  the  majority  of  the  present  House  on 
this  question.  He  had  no  personal  wish 
to  gratify  by  any  change  of  the  present 
Government.  But  he  must  say  this — that 
if  they  were  determined  to  persevere  in 
their  present  course — if  they  continued  to 
carry  out  free-trade  principles,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  which  surrounded 
a  large  portion  of  the  industrial  community 
— which  difficulties,  he  was  afraid,  were 
lihely  to  continue — if  they  continued  to 
adhere  to  those  principles  without  any  re- 
laxation,  he  believed  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  the  opinion  out  of  doors  would 
be  expressed  in  terms  which  could  not  be 
misunderstood,  that  for  the  sake  of  the 
agricultural  as  well  as  other  interests,  the 
sooner  some  change  takes  place  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Government  the  better 
it  will  be  for  the  nation  at  large. 

Mr.  MUNTZ  said,  that  if  he  consulted 
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his  own  opinion  as  to  the  use  of  continuing 
the  debate,  he  should  have  retained  his 
seat ;  but  as  several  statements  had  been 
made  which  he  could  not  understand,  he 
rose  principally  to  ask  for  explanations. 
No  one  attempted  to  deny  the  existence 
of  agricultural  distress  ;  that  it  was  very 
great  was  allowed  from  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  every  one  hoped  it  would  not 
continue.  But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  Government  were  dis- 
posed to  retrace  their  stops,  he  would 
ask  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  if  they  be- 
lieved they  could  do  so  ?  He  defied  the 
Government  to  retrace  their  steps,  and  he 
defied  any  other  Government  to  retrace 
their  steps.  That  was  a  settled  question, 
and  if  relief  was  granted,  it  must  be  ou 
another  principle,  and  from  another  quar- 
ter. He  wished  to  ask  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  explain  certain  remarks  which  had 
been  made,  and  which  he  was  unable  to 
comprehend.  Hopes  were  expressed  in 
various  quarters  that  agricultural  produce 
would  advance  in  price;  now,  he  wished 
to  ask  why  it  should  advance.  Even 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
(Mr.  Cobden),  at  the  close  of  last  Session, 
had  stated  in  that  House,  that  wheat 
would  not  average  a  lower  price  than  46». 
per  quarter  ;  but  he  had  lately  been  down 
to  Leeds,  and  told  the  people  there  that 
the  price  of  wheat  was  now  40«.,  and 
would  continue  so;  and  that  farmers  must 
learn  to  grow  it  at  that  price.  From  what 
data  the  hon.  Gentleman  reckoned,  he  (Mr. 
Muntz)  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  and  he 
would  have  asked  him  at  the  time,  had  he 
not  been  on  the  opposite  side  vf  the  House 
talking  to  his  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  ;  and  why  he  had  lately 
changed  from  465.  to  40«.  he  (Mr.  Muntz) 
could  as  little; comprehend.  He  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  still  lower; 
but  he  had  searched  in  vain  for  a  reason  why 
it  should  advance.  In  1846,  when  he  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  the  corn  law,  he  expected 
that  the  operation  of  that  measure  would 
reduce  the  price  of  corn.  Some  lion.  Mem- 
bers would,  no  doubt,  recollect  that  he 
(Mr.  Muntz),  in  the  debate  on  the  repeal  of 
the  corn  law,  in  1846,  and  in  answer  to 
those  who  said  then  that  prices  would  not 
fall,  had  distinctly  stated  that  his  rea- 
son for  voting  in  favour  of  the  repeal 
was,  that  he  was  certain  that  prices  must 
fall,  and  very  considerably,  otherwise  he 
would  not  have  votod  with  them;  but  he 
wanted  all  to  row  in  the  same  boat,  when, 
he  was  sure,  they  would  together  discover 


means  of  relief.  Many  G^entlemen  who 
advocated  the  repeal,  contended  it  would 
not  have  that  effect;  but  that  was  his  only 
reason  for  the  course  which  he  then  adopt- 
ed. He  was  aware  that  it  had  not  pro- 
duced the  results  which  were  anticipated. 
The  prosperity  which  now  existed  was 
one-sided.  He  admitted  that  an  improre- 
ment  had  taken  place  in  the  condition 
of  the  working  classes — ^but  how?  Had 
it  arisen  from  the  advance  of  wages, 
or  an  advance  in  the  price  of  the  articles 
which  they  produced  ?  No  such  thing. 
The  increased  demand  (and  he  admitted  it 
to  be  considerable)  had  not  produced  one 
iota  of  advance  in  price.  The  reduction 
in  prices  which  had  taken  place  in  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  borough  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  which,  during 
the  last  three  years,  had  varied  from  five 
to  fifty  per  cent,  had  not  in  auj  d^ree 
been  restored  by  the  increased  demand. 
Then,  how  had  the  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  been  improved  ?  By  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
which  compensated  for  the  reduction  of 
wages.  The  workmen,  generally  speakmg, 
were  never  much  better  off.  With  respect 
to  the  masters,  he  left  them  to  answer  for 
themselves;  but  he  much  douhted  if  they 
had  participated  in  the  improvement  in  lus 
borough — he  would  say  nothing  as  to  the 
state  of  other  towns.  He  asked  the  House, 
was  this  the  sort  of  prosperity  which  £ng« 
land  ought  to  enjoy — the  single  instance 
of  a  large  number  of  people  in  one  interest 
being  in  a  state  of  comparative  comfort? 
That  was  an  important  question.  But 
was  it  the  only  one  ?  Had  not  the  West 
India  interest  been  completely  swamped  ? 
Had  not  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  been  de- 
stroyed ?  And  were  they  not  g^ing  to  de- 
stroy the  agricultural  interest  of  this  coun- 
try ?  He  asserted  that  a  still  farther  re- 
duction would  take  place,  and  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  average  price 
of  corn  would  be  from  30s.  to  40s.  per 
quarter.  One  important  consideration  had 
been  lost  sight  of  by  the  one-eyed  repealers 
of  the  corn  laws — namely,  the  difference 
between  free  trade  and  fettered  trade. 
During  the  time  of  protection,  when  a 
foreigner  could  never  know  if  ho  could 
send  the  com  which  he  grew  in  one  year 
or  in  ten  years,  no  price  would  pay  him; 
but  now  that  he  could  send  it  in  at  any 
time,  he  had  only  to  calculate  at  what  price 
he  could  grow  it,  and  at  what  price  he 
could  sell  it  here;  and,  therefore,  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  com  would  be  cultivated 
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for  this  market.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moTed  the  Address  stated  that  a  national 
sftTing  would  be  effected  of  91,000,000;. 
He  belieTed  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
called  a  national  saving  amounted  to 
100,000,000{.,  instead  of  91,000,0002. 
Bat  he  (Mr.  Muntz)  wished  to  know  who 
paid  this?  How  did  the  nation  gain  by 
It  ?  He  contended  that  the  amount  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  one  inte- 
reaty  and  giren  to  another  interest.  But 
how  did  the  nation  gain  bj  it?  Sup- 
pose he  had  a  51,  note  in  each  pocket, 
and  transferred  one  of  the  notes  from 
one  pocket  to  the  other,  he  certainly 
aboold  not  find  himself  any  richer,  al- 
though one  of  his  pockets  might  be  so. 
He  was  not  now  questioning  whether  this 
was  right  or  wrong;  but  he  must  say,  that 
BO  long  as  the  landed  interest  had  a  one- 
aided  protection,  they  did  not  care  for  any 
other  interest.  They  did  not  consider  him 
when  his  property  was  injured  or  lost,  or 
his  workmen  when  they  were  starving  for 
labour  and  bread.  He  wished  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  one  question,  which  he 
tnisted  they  would  answer  fairly.  Sup- 
pose they  obtained  protection  again,  and 
had  com  and  meat  as  dear  as  formerly,  how 
did  they  suppose  any  man  in  the  export 
trade  could  exist  ?  The  export  trade  of 
the  country  amounted  to  fifty  millions 
per  annum.  Now,  he  ventured  to  say  that 
a  return  to  the  old  system  would  cause  a 
laige  portion  of  that  trade  to  vanish  alto- 
gether. And  what  would  be  the  result  ? 
That  the  parties  now  employed  in  that 
foreign  trade  must  fall  on  the  home  trade 
and  destroy  it.  He  considered  it  quite 
useless  for  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  agi- 
tate for  protection.  In  the  first  place, 
ihej  would  never  obtain  it ;  and  in  the 
next  place,  if  they  did,  it  must  be  through 
a  sea  of  blood,  which  they  would  be  sorry 
for.  It  was  said  that  the  manufacturers 
had  protection.  That  was  no  doubt  true, 
bnt  they  had  no  right  to  it  when  other 
classes  were  deprived  of  it.  He  could 
see  no  justice,  now  that  protection  was 
taken  from  the  farmers,  in  making  them 
pay  a  duty  upon  the  silk  gowns  of  their 
wivea  and  daughters.  There  were  also 
many  other  articles  of  manufacture  still 
TOOteeted  by  the  tariff  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peol),  whom  he 
(Mr.  Hunts)  had  asked  at  the  time  to  re- 
move all  protection;  and  it  would  have 
been  much  better  if  he  had  done  so.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Ridiug  con- 
sidsred  this  to  be  a  landlord's  question. 


No  doubt  it  would  be  a  landlord's  question 
in  the  end.  But  it  was  most  decidedly  a 
tenant's  question  in  the  beginning,  and  he 
did  not  see  how  the  tenant  could  escape 
between  the  consumer  and  the  landlord. 
No  doubt  the  low  prices  would  best  suit 
the  tenant  when  low  prices  were  carried 
out,  because  less  capital  would  suffice;  but 
it  was  the  transition  from  high  to  low 
prices  which  ruined  him.  The  consumer 
would  only  give  the  lowest  possible  price 
for  the  article  at  which  he  could  buy  from 
other  countries ;  and  the  landlord  would 
get  his  rent  so  long  as  he  could,  and,  there- 
fore, the  tenant  must  be  the  scapegoat. 
He  was  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  should  have  made 
a  prosperity  speech  on  the  present  occasion, 
seeing  that  he  had  done  so  when  there  was 
no  prosperity.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  shown  the  existence  of  prosperity 
by  the  amount  of  the  exports.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Muntz)  denied  that  any  such  pros- 
perity could  be  so  proved.  He  altogether 
objected  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  de- 
duction. In  the  first  place,  the  exports 
constituted  a  small  portion  of  our  manufac- 
tures; and  in  the  next  place,  a  statement 
without  quantity  and  price  was  no  proof  at 
all.  The  increase  in  the  export  of  iron 
from  81,000  cwts.  to  121,000  cwts.  was 
given  as  an  instance,  when,  if  the  Chancel- 
lor examined  into  the  value  of  the  two 
quantities,  he  (Mr.  Muntz)  believed  that  he 
would  find  but  a  small  difference.  An 
enormous  quantity  of  imports  was  not  pro- 
perly stated  in  the  returns.  The  quantity 
of  zinc  exported  to  India  was  stated  to  be 
increased  2,900  tons,  but  the  quantity  ma- 
nufactured in  all  England  did  not  exceed 
900  tons,  and,  therefore,  the  difference 
must  be  accounted  for  by  the  imports  hav- 
ing been  exported.  These  returns  were, 
therefore,  not  at  all  to  be  depended  upon  ; 
and  he  would  shortly  move  for  a  return  of 
all  imports  and  exports,  specifying  where 
each  article  was  re-exported  to.  In  the 
last  Session  he  had  moved  for  a  similar  re- 
turn, but  the  Government  had  delayed  it 
until  after  the  Session  had  expired ;  this 
year,  if  it  was  not  forthcoming,  he  should 
ask  the  House  to  assist  him,  for  they  little 
knew  what  was  doing.  The  amount  of 
bullion  in  the  Bank  had  been  adverted  to, 
and  it  had  been  said,  '*  did  not  everybody 
say,  with  the  import  of  corn  the  export  of 
gold  must  commence  ?  but  yet  look  at  the 
bullion  in  the  Bank."  He  (Mr.  Muntz) 
never  said  the  import  of  corn  would  cause 
the  export  of  bullion.    He  said  that  no  im- 
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port  of  corn  would  do  so,  unless  the  manu- 
factured produce  of  the  country  was  rela- 
tively dearer  than  the  price  of  bullion.  In 
1847  the  export  of  bullion  was  very  great, 
and  such  was  the  ruin  caused  amongst  all 
classes  that  a  great  reduction  took  place  in 
the  price  of  manufactured  goods.  Those 
goods  were  then  sent  out,  which  brought 
in  the  bullion,  and  since  that  time  prices 
had  been  lower  than  they  were  ever  known 
before;  and  they  were  now  relatively  lower 
with  regard  to  bullion  and  silver  than  had 
ever  been  known  in  the  memory  of  man. 
But  what  would  be  the  result,  if  corn,  as 
they  all  seemed  now  to  wish,  should  obtain 
a  high  price  ?  The  natural  consequence 
must  be  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  wages, 
and  an  increase  in  the  price  of  manufac- 
turing produce;  and  an  increase  of  five  per 
cent  on  the  manufactured  produce  would 
cause  an  export  of  bullion.  They  were, 
therefore,  placed  upon  the  horns  of  a  dilem- 
ma :  either  thev  must  be  content  with  the 
present  low  and  unprofitable  prices,  or  they 
must  lose  the  gold  by  raising  prices.  The 
exports  of  this  country,  he  was  quite  con- 
fident, would  not  bear  the  advance.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  concluded  bv  declarin<j 
that,  with  his  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
for  the  reasons  he  had  given,  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  support  Ministers. 

Mr.  HERRIES  said,  that  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  as  he  had  answered  so  many 
of  them  himself;  while  many  of  the  speak- 
ers on  the  other  side  followed  each  other 
in  the  assertion  that  the  whole  question 
on  the  subject  of  protection  was  absolutely 
settled  and  disposed  of  for  ever.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Malton  had.  on  the  contrarv, 
expressed  a  hope  that  it  might,  by  this 
very  debate,  be  settled.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion neither  was  settled,  as  some  main- 
tained, nor  so  easilv  to  be  settled,  as  the 
Member  for  Malton  sup|K»seil.  and  it  would 
not  bo  sotilod  until  justice  had  been  done 
to  the  airrioultural  interest,  lion.  Gen. 
tlomon  talked  as  if  protoetion  were  in- 
volved in  the  discussion  of  this  night.  The 
Motion,  however,  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  South  Lincolnshire  would  not 
bear  that  construction.  Her  Ma  jest  v  had 
been  advised  in  the  Speoi'h  from  the  Throne 
to  use  lansTuajre.  which  lo  those  havin^r  the 
deepest  interest  ni  airriculture.  appeared  \ 
such  as  would  not  permit  them  to  acquiesce 
in  An  Address  Win:::  onlv  an  echo  of  that 
langoaco,  either  with  justice  to  themselves, 

or  to  tho  iatcresi«  more  immediatelv  in-  ' 

I 


Yolvcd.  If  it  liad  been  the  intention  of 
the  Goyemment  to  cast  a  dor  and  an  in- 
sult on  the  agricultural  interest,  they 
could  not  hare  used  language  more  fitted 
for  the  purpose.  And  considering  also 
the  disposition  which  the  Government 
must  be  supposed  to  indicate  by  its  choice 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Address,  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  those 
connected  with  the  landed  interest,  who 
occupied  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the 
House,  to  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  with- 
out moving  an  Amendment,  for  which 
better  terms  could  not  have  been  selected 
than  those  embodied  in  the  Amendment 
now  before  them;  nor  could  it  have  been 
introduced  with  more  temper,  judgment, 
and  ability,  than  it  had  been  bj  his 
hon.  Friend.  And  therefore  he  rose  to 
give  his  most  cordial  assent  to  that 
Amendment;  but  as  the  debate  was  ap- 
proaching, he  hoped,  to  something  like  a 
termination,  and  as  the  feeling  last  night 
was  very  much  in  favour  of  closing  it  to- 
night, he  would  advise  his  hon.  Friends  on 
his  side  of  the  House  to  remember  that  the 
present  was  not  an  occasion  when  it  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  them  to  put  for- 
ward all  the  arguments  and  facts  which  he 
knew  thev  were  so  well  able  to  adduce  at 
the  fitting  season.  At  the  same  time  he 
could  not  altogether  pass  over  in  silence 
certain  matters  which,  but  for  the  undue 
and  unwarranted  use  that  had  been  made 
of  them  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  he 
should  have  thought  unworthy  of  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House.  With  re- 
spect to  the  repeal  of  the  navigation  laws* 
from  which  he  still  apprehended  so  many 
calamities  to  ensue,  had  the  Royal  Speech 
onlv  intimated  that  other  countries  had 
readily  and  joyfully  accepted  the  vast  boon 
which  this  measure  conferred  upon  them* 
he  would  not  have  felt  called  on  to  offer 
any  remarks,  because  every  one  was  certain 
that  these  countries  would  cheerfully  accept 
that  boon.  But  when  a  certain  statistical 
document  had  been  used  by  the  hon.  Mover 
of  the  Address  to  make  a  boast  of  what 
had  also  been  trumpeted  forth  in  various 
newspapers  as  benefits  that  had  already 
K^n  produced  even  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation:  namely,  the  alleged  very  un- 
usual activity  among  the  shipbuilders  and 
shipwrights  at  the  port  of  Sunderland  from 
the  re]val  of  the  navigation  laws,  he  must 
say  he  eonsiden?d  the  facts  assumed,  even 
if  thoy  had  In^en  correct,  which  he  would 
presently  dispute,  formed  too  narrow  and 
paltry  a  basis  on  which  to  rest  so  weighty 
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and  momentous  a  question.  Now  he  hap- 
pened to  hold  in  his  hand  an  account  fur- 
nished him  hj  a  good  authority,  a  gentle- 
man intimately  connected  with  the  ship- 
huilding  interest  at  Sunderland;  and  al- 
though it  was  perfectly  true  that  ninety 
ships  had  heen  built  in  1849  at  that  port 
(as  had  heen  stated  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 


comparison  with  such  a  year,  "  See  the 
effects  of  free  trade  in  the  augmentation 
of  our  exports  ?"  No  such  conclusion  could 
be  drawn.  But  there  was  more  fallacy  still 
in  this  argument.  They  ought  to  have 
been  told  what  was  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
ports of  1849.  The  staple  of  them  was 
cotton  manufactures;  and  where  were  they 


ment),  and  that  twenty- four  of  them  had    sent  ?    Of  this    augmentation    by  far  the 
been  sold,  yet  why  did  not  those  who  wish-   greater   proportion    were   the  exports   to 


ed  to  make  a  boast  of  this  fact  in  favour  of 


China  and  the  East  Indies.     Were  these 


the  repeal  of  the  navigation  laws  not  tell  to  be  called  indications  of  the  advan- 
the  House  the  whole  truth  on  this  isolated  |  tages  of  free  trade  ?  What  had  we  with 
ease  of  Sunderland,  if  they  considered  it —  i  China  in  the  shape  of  free  trade  ?  Why, 
what  it  could  not  be  safely  admitted  to  be  i  the  only  great  article  of  import  from  thence 
— a  fair  test  of  the  state  of  the  whole  ship-  was  tea  ;  and  on  that  we  put  a  duty  of 
building  of  the  entire  kingdom  in  the  year  100  per  cent;  and  was  that  to  be  called 
1849,  as  contrasted  with  its  condition  in   an  example  of  free  trade  ?     But  why  not 

1848.  The  real  facts  were  these.  At  the  j  take  some  fairer  year  antecedent  to  free 
port  of  Sunderland  in  1848,  only  87  ships  trade  than  1848,  to  compare  the  exports  of 
were  built,  which  was  three  less  than  were  1849  with  ?  In  1845  the  total  value  of 
buihin  1849.  But  how  was  it  with  respect ,  our  produce  and  manufactures  exported 
to  the  sale  of  the  ships.  Why,  in  1848,  '  was  sixty  millions.  In  1849  they  were 
thirty-six  of  the  eighty-seven  were  sold,  '  less.  To  be  sure  only  eleven  months  of 
while  in  1849  only  twenty-four  of  the  ninety  !  1849  could  be  included,  and  the  remain- 
were  sold.     But  further,  of  those  built  in   ing  month  might  make  up  the  deficiency; 

1849,  only  thirty-six  were  finished,  twenty-  :  but  whether  it  would  or  would  not,  what 
four  of  those  finished  being  sold;  but  in   he   maintained   was,    that    this   was   too 


1848  only  seventeen  were  actually  finished, 
and  yet  thirty-six  were  sold,  or  contracted 
to  be  sold.     So  that  in  reality,  when  the 


small  a  basis  on  which  to  argue  a  great 
question;  and  he  thought  they  were  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  attempting  to  rest 


whole  tmthcame  out,  the  facts  told  quite  the  great  principles  on  too  contracted  bases. 
other  way,  there  having  been  a  greater  Another  subject  which  had  been  intro- 
disposition  to  buy  ships  in  1848  than  in  duced  as  a  matter  of  triumph  with  re- 
1849,  and  the  trade  of  shipbuilding  was  ference  to  the  condition  of  the  landed  in- 
lets prosperous  last  year  than  in  the  year  terests,  was  the  state  of  the  poor  in  1849, 
preceding  it.  In  the  letter  of  the  gentle-  as  contrasted  with  the  state  of  the  poor  in 
man  who  was  his  authority  on  this  subject,  1848.  To  that  argument  the  hon.  Member 
there  was  this  passage  : —  for  Kerry,  so  far  as  Ireland  was  concerned, 
"  I  consider  the  shipbuUding  trade  here  (Sun-  ^^d  given  an  unanswerable  reply.  It  was 
derimnd)  not  now  remunerative,  the  recent  sales  ,  on  a  comparison  of  1849  with  one  of  the 
lianxig  been  effected  at  a  reduction  of  7}  per  cent  heaviest  of  years,  as  regarded  the  pressure 
en  the  last  year's  prices."  !  ^f  the  poor-law,  that  Ministers  rested  their 
There  was  another  point  which  he  must  congratulations  as  to  the  country  having 
also  notice.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-  passed  from  a  bad  state  to  a  better,  attri- 
qoer  said,  the  exports  of  1849  greatly  ex-  i  buting  that  result  to  their  own  policy. 
oeeded  those  of  1848,  and  inferred  from  These  indications,  confined  as  they  were 
ike  feet — which  was  perfectly  true — that  \  to  a  comparison  with  a  bad  year  only,  es- 
frae  trade  had  greatly  improved  the  condi-  tablishcd  nothing  in  this  sense,  and  failed 
tion  of  the  country.  But  why  was  the  fact  entirely  to  prove  the  success  of  our  recent 
ooDoealed  that  the  year  1848  was  not  a  legislation.  He  would  allude  to  another 
fiur  year  to  take  for  the  comparison  ?  Why,  subject — he  meant  the  boast  that  had  been 
1848  was  a  miserably  bad  year — a  year  of  made  of  the  quantity  of  gold  in  the  cofi'ers 
peat  depression,  and  concerning  which  of  the  Bank.  This  had  surprised  him 
diej  were  told,  time  after  time,  to  recollect  greatly.  It  was  as  if  the  history  of  the 
tluit  ihere  were  circumstances  on  the  Con-  last  two  years  could  already  have  been 
tinent  and  at  homo  all  tending  greatly  to  obliterated  from  the  minds  of  men.  Only 
dfaninish  the  exports  of  that  year.  Well,  two  years  ago  the  same  condition  of  the 
tlieiiy  where  was  the  propriety  of  the  Chan-  Bank  was  exhibited  within  a  very  short  in- 
ooMor  of  the  Exchequer   saying,   from   a  terval  antecedent  to  the  greatest  commer- 
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cial  coDTulsion  ever  known  to  this  king-  periment.  Wbat  he  (Mr.  Heiries),  and 
dom.  Just  before  that  event  the  largest  the  party  with  whom  he  acted,  required, 
sum  then  ever  known  to  be  in  the  Bank  was  justice,  and  only  justice.  They  asked 
of  England  remained  in  its  coders.  In-  for  no  more;  and  he  knew  not  how  strong 
deed,  it  was  larger  than  the  amount  or  courageous  the  Minisftiy  might  he;  but 
there  at  present,  there  being  there  now  when  such  a  large  and  important  portion 
15,700,000/.;  while  at  the  time  alluded  of  the  community — the  foundation  of  all 
to  it  had  exceeded  16,000,000/.  And  wealth  —  demanded  justice,  they  might 
if  it  should  happen  that  the  amount  of  rest  assured  that  justice  would  ultimately 
gold  should  diminish,  we  might  again  ex-  be  granted  them.  He  would  not  deal  in 
perience  the  crisis  of  1847  by  reason  of  the  language  which  had  been  employed  by 
the  enactments  of  1844.  It  was  admitted  those  at  whose  instigation  these  measures 
on  all  hands  that  great  distress  now  exist-  had  unfortunately  been  passed.  He  would 
ed  amongst  the  agricultural  classes,  and  not  deal  in  those  minacious  and  dictatorial 
he  wished  to  remind  the  House  that  Her  terms,  being  conscious  that  such  conduct 
Majesty's  Government,  before  the  new  would  never  be  imitated  by  those  who  had 
policy  was  yet  established,  used  to  express  reason  and  argument  on  their  side;  but  he 
their  conviction  that  the  price  of  com  was  convinced  that  the  great  interest  of 
would  remain  very  nearly  where  it  was  be-  this  country  would  ultimately  receive  at 
fore  the  change,  after  the  new  measures  the  hands  of  the  Government  —  not  by 
had  been  enacted.  Xuw,  if  free  trade,  means  of  violence,  but  from  their  own 
falsifying  their  predictions,  had  produced  returning  sense  of  justice,  and  their  own 
the  advantages  of  extreme  cheapness,  on  better  prudence,  with  time  and  argument 
which  they  now  congratulated  the  country,  and  fact  pressing  on  them — a  concession 
this  at  least  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  of  their  just  and  undeniable  rights.  The 
this  result  had  not  been  the  work  of  cither  Government  were  so  circumstanced  now 
any  wisdom  or  foresight  of  theirs.  No  that  they  could  not  do  it  —  their  allies 
man  would  deny  that  cheap  food  was  an  forbade  it ;  but  if  they  would  only  yen- 
advantage  to  the  consumer,  but  even  that  ture  to  do  that  which  would  restore 
advantage  might  be  purchased  too  dearly;  this  country  to  its  former  state  of  peace 
and  if  obtained  at  the  cost  of  the  destruc-  and  prosperity,  they  might  reckon  upon 
tion  of  that  which  formed  the  foundation  a  support  far  superior  to  that  which  they 
of  all  wealth — the  cultivation  of  the  soil —  might  lose  by  adopting  a  contrary  course. 
of  what  value,  he  asked,  was  an  advantage  There  was  one  other  point  only  on  which 
thus  bought  ?  This  was  not  the  fitting  he  would  touch,  and  that  but  for  a  mo- 
time  for  going  broadly  into  the  general  ment.  The  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last 
subject  of  protection  to  native  industry. .  said,  that  if  they  were  to  attempt  only  to 
That  question,  he  felt  satisfied,  would  have  return  to  a  system  of  protection,  the  ez- 
to  como  before  them,  not  as  one  confined .  ports  of  British  mani&acturea  would  be 
within  the  limits  of  their  vote  that  night,  ruined  altogether.  Was  it  not  remarkable 
but  as  the  great  and  paramount  question  that  only  ^ye  years  ago  the  export  trade 
of  tho  day  —  the  question  whether  it  is  :  was  more  flourishing  than  at  the  present 
wise,  just,  right,  or  politic,  to  persevere  ;  time;  and  yet,  in  1845,  that  com  law  was 
in  this  great  change,  by  which  the  great-  ,'  in  existence  which  the  hon.  Member  stated 
est,  by  far,  of  our  internal  interests — an  •  to  be  inconsistent  with  an  abundant  ex- 
interest  not  to  be  put  in  comparison  for  a  .'  port  trade  ?  He  should  not  further  tres- 
moment  with  any  other — was  to  be  ruined  ;  pass  upon  the  time  of  the  House  than  to 
and  destroyed  ?  Tlie  Mover  of  tho  Ad- 1  repeat  that  he  should  give  his  most  cordial 
dress  had  made  a  remark  respecting  !  support  to  the  Amendment,  which  afforded 
91,000,000/.  a  year  being  saved  to  the  an  indication  of  the  feeling  of  his  side  of 
country  by  tho  repeal  of  the  corn  laws ;  the  House,  and  an  assertion  of  their  just 
and  a  suiHcient  answer  had  already  been  i  claims. 

given  to  it  by  a  preceding  speaker,  by  a  I  Mr.  LABOUCIIERE  :  Sir,  I  am  well 
very  pertinent  question  he  had  put  to  the  j  aware  there  is  a  general  desire  on  the  part 
free-traders.  It  was  very  doubtful  whether  of  the  House  that  this  debate  should  termi- 
this  supposed  gain  was  not,  after  all,  a  nate  this  night,  and  I  can  assure  the  House 
loss  to  the  country  of  9 1 ,000,000/. ;  and  it ,  it  is  my  intention  to  delay  but  for  a  very  few 
would  probably  bo  too  soon  found  out  that  moments  tho  progress  of  the  discussion, 
the^Ooyernment   had    been   led  by  blind    being  also  aware  that  the  House  will  expect 


guides  into   making  a  fearfully  fatal   ex- 


other  Gentlemen  of  higher  position  to  ad- 
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dress  them  in  the  course  of  the  dehate. 
At  the  same  time  one  or  two  ohservations 
have  heen  made  hj  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  which  I  am 
unwilling  to  pass  altogether  over.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  it  as  his 
opinion  that,  so  far  as  the  effects  of  the 
alteration  in  the  navigation  laws  have  heen 
as  yet  ascertained,  we  have  no  right  to  say 
that  the  apprehensions  which  were  so  confi- 
dently entertained  hy  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  effects 
tnat  alteration  would  produce  in  paralysing 
the  industry  of  shipowners  and  of  the  mer- 
cantile marine,  have  heen  unfounded.  I 
admit  that  it  would  he  premature  for  my- 
self or  anyhody  else  who  supported  that 
alteration  in  the  navigation  laws  to  hoast 
of  its  success;  hut  on  the  other  hand,  when 
I  am  thus  confidently  challenged  hy  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  in  this  House  who  have  taken 
the  sahject  into  consideration — and,  ahovc 
all,  I  appeal  to  the  representatives  of  our 
shipbuilding  and  shipowning  ports — to  say 
whether  it  is  true  that  the  alteration  made 
in  the  law  has  had  the  effect  of  paralysing 
industry  in  the  dockyards  of  this  country  ? 
I  appeal  to  them  whether  such  an  effect 
has  been  produced  by  the  measure  which 
the  House  passed  last  Session  ?  This  is  a 
snlnect  into  which  I  feel  bound  to  look 
with  the  deepest  care  (as  I  do  into  every 
subject  in  which  I  feel  an  interest),  and  I 
never  made  an  assertion  in  this  House  with 
greater  confidence  than  that  which  I  am 
now  about  to  make  with  respect  to  it.  I 
ehallenge  contradiction  on  the  part  of  any 
mereantile  man  who  thinks  he  is  able  to 
contradict  me,  when  I  make  the  assertion 
that  the  industry  of  shipbuilding  and  the 
confidence  of  the  mercantile  public  in  ship- 
owning,  are  in  a  state  most  satisfactory  and 
most  encouraging  to  those  who  did  not  be- 
lieTe  we  were  paralysing  that  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  industry  by  the  measures 
we  passed  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
fiament.  The  fact  is,  that  as  many  ships 
have  been  building  within  the  last  year  as 
in  any  year  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
some  important  alterations  have  taken 
plaee  in  their  construction.  There  are 
ships  of  a  better  class  and  quality,  and  of 
a  large  description,  now  being  built,  and 
the  result  has  been  as  we  predicted.  The 
shipowners  and  shipbuilders,  with  the 
eneigj  of  Englishmen  (although  they  were 
opposed  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill),  Lave 
betaken  themselves  to  see  whetlver  they 
■ighi  not  by  improvements  prepare  them- 


selves for  the  competition  they  saw  was 
inevitable.  I  am  unwilling  at  this  hour  to 
weary  the  House  with  statistics  and  re- 
turns which  I  have  in  my  possession,  and 
which,  if  necessary,  I  shall  read,  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  the  statement  I  now 
make;  but  there  is  one  statement  so  re- 
markable, when  we  consider  the  quarter 
from  which  it  proceeds,  that  1  cannot  avoid 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 
Those  Gentlemen  who  have  attended  to 
this  subject  during  the  last  Session,  may 
have  read  in  the  Standard  newspaper  a 
letter  written  by  a  shipbuilder  named  Lind- 
say, a  gentleman,  I  believe,  of  high  re- 
spectability in  his  profession,  but  a  great 
opponent  to  a  change  in  the  navigation 
laws.  He  wrote  several  letters  in  which 
he  stated  that  nothing  but  ruin  could  arise 
to  the  shipbuilding  interest  from  a  change 
in  the  law.  This  Mr.  Lindsay  has  pub- 
lished a  circular,  with  respect  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  shipowning  interest  in  this 
country,  and  there  is  one  paragraph  in  it 
which  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  any 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  anxious  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  This  passage  is 
so  remarkable  that  I  cannot  help  reading 
it.     Mr.  Lindsay  says — 

"  As  the  law  now  stands,  we  would  say  to  those 
of  our  shipowning  friends,  and  whose  trade  is  to 
be  shipowners,  who  held  like  opinions  with  our 
own  as  to  the  impolicy  of  the  repeal,  it  is  folly 
now  to  repine,  and  greater  folly  to  stand  with 
folded  arms  and  allow  others  to  monopolise  our 
carrying  trade  without  even  an  attempt  at  com- 
petition. They  must  suit  themselves  to  the  al- 
tered state  of  our  maritime  laws ;  have  vessels 
with  the  greatest  capacity  to  the  least  register 
tonnage  consistent  with  safety  and  sailing  proper- 
ties ;  have  them  commanded  by  men  who  are  not 
merely  seamen  and  navigators,  but  something 
more — men  of  business,  and,  above  all,  by  men 
of  sobriety,  steadiness,  and  exemplary  moral  cha- 
racter, and  who  by  example  and  precept  will  instil 
good  moral  principles  into  those  under  them,  both 
at  sea,  and,  if  possible,  on  shore.  These  points 
are  of  the  most  vital  importance  in  our  competi- 
tion with  foreign  Powers,  and,  if  attended  to,  will, 
combined  with  the  acknowledged  energy  of  the 
English  character,  overcome  many  difficulties." 

This  is  exactly  what  I  ventured  to  state 
would  be  the  case.  I  said  I  believed  that 
the  evils  which  Were  really  ruining  our 
mercantile  marine  were  the  want  of  disci- 
pline, the  want  of  proper  qualifications  in 
our  commanders;  and  that  they  would  dis- 
appear in  a  great  degree  when  our  ships 
were  exposed  to  competition,  because  our 
shipowners  would  then  earnestly  betake 
themselves  to  place  their  ships  in  a  posit  ion 
to  compete  with  the  mercantile  marine  of 
other   countries.     There   is   also   another 
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paper  which  I  would  ho  glad  to  read  if  I 
had  addressed  the  House  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod of  the  evening.  It  is  a  communi- 
cation received  from  a  person  of  the  high- 
est authority  in  Norway,  referring  to  the 
apprehensions  entertained  as  to  the  result 
of  a  competition  hctwecn  Norwegian  ships 
and  our  own.  It  is  stated  that  many 
orders  had  heen  sent  from  this  country  and 
from  Germany  to  take  up  Norwegian  ships 
for  the  long  voyage;  hut  not  one  of  those 
orders  was  taken,  heeause  it  was  found  hy 
Norwegian  shiphuilders  that  when  em- 
ployed in  the  long  voyage  they  could  not 
afford  to  give  their  ships  at  so  cheap  a  rate 
as  the  English.  And  it  is  further  stated 
hy  the  writer,  that  ho  is  confident  that,  in 
future,  every  Norwegian  ship  intended  for 
the  long  voyage  will  he  under  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  the  ports  of  this  country  to 
he  coppered  and  holtcd,  so  much  have  we 
advanced  in  this  count rv  in  that  most  im- 
portaut  hranoh  of  shipbuilding.  There 
has  been  another  point  raised  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion,  and  which  also  had  been 
adverted  to  at  meetings  in  the  country,  by 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  agricultural 
inten^st,  namely,  the  supposed  favour  which 
they  say  has  boon  shown  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  in  this  country  over  the 
agricultural,  in  the  vestiges  of  protection 
that  remain  on  the  Statute-book.  There 
cannot  be  a  greater  error  than  to  make  such 
a  statement.  It  is  true  that  some  vestiges 
of  protection  still  remain  applicable  in  some 
cases  to  manufactured  articles,  and  in  some 
other  oases  to  agricultural  articles  in  this 
countrv ;  but  if  anv  Gentleman  will  look 
and  see  the  articles  that  protection  applies 
to,  I  venture  to  sav  (without  enterinjj  into 
the  question  whether  it  would  be  advisable 
to  sweep  those  vestiges  of  pn>tection  away, 
a  subject  which  wo  ought  not  to  discuss  at 
the  present  moment  ^,  that  so  far  as  the 
(luestion  is  conoeruetl  of  showing  favour  to 
tne  one  or  the  other,  there  is  no  ajround 
for  savinsr  it ;  and  anv  Gontlonmn  who 
looks  to  the  facts  will  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  are  the  manufaolur^*d 
articles  that  still  in  some  degree  are  prv>- 
tectod  ?  The  great  article  that  still  re- 
mains protected  is  silk.  There  still  n.*- 
mains  a  protection  of  L")  per  cent  on  the 
import  of  foreign  silk,  producing  a  revenue 
of  274,'>X^?.  There  also  remains  a  pr*.*- 
tectioa  upon  gloves,  artitioial  tlowors.  em- 
broidery, boot:>  and  s1kh»s»  and  some  other 
trifling  articles.  It  will  be  observtnl  that 
the  great  staple  manufactures  of  this  c«.»u!i- 
",  tbe  woollen,  cotton,  and  other  ::rreat 


staple  mannfactares,  are  all  unprotected, 
and  are  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  prin- 
cipal  articles  of  agricultural  produce.  With 
the  single  exception  of  silk,  the  protection 
still  retained  almost  altogether  applies  not 
to  the  staple  articles  of  manufacture,  but 
to  the  industry  of  the  artisan  by  making 
the  manufactured  goods  in  a  secondary 
state,  and,  above  all,  to  the  industry  of  a 
class  of  persons  for  whom  the  public  sym- 
pathy has  been  recently  most  powerfully 
and  not  unnaturally  invoked — I  allude  to 
the  female  labourers.  A  protection  of  25 
per  cent  still  remains  in  favour  of  tbe 
women  employed  in  making  artificial  flow- 
ers, and  there  is  a  revenue  of  12,5002.  de- 
rived from  the  import  of  the  foreign  articles. 
There  is  also  a  protection  of  15  per  cent, 
which  operates  in  favoiu:  of  a  most  dis- 
tressed and  suffering  class  of  the  community 
— the  needleworkers.  Now,  has  the  pro- 
duce of  agriculture  been  altogether  denuded 
of  protection,  and  is  it  true  that  the  pro- 
ducer has  been  unfairly  and  unequally  dealt 
with  as  compared  with  the  producer  of 
manufactures  ?  I  shall  read  for  the  House 
the  articles  of  agriculture  that  still  enjoy 
protection.  Butter,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
joys a  protection  of  10  per  cent,  and  the 
duty  on  the  import  of  foreign  batter  pro- 
duces a  revenue  of  140,1862.  Cheese  en- 
joys a  protection  of  5s,  per  cwt.,  and 
106,089c.  revenue  is  derived  from  the  im- 
portation of  it.  Tallow  also  enjoys  protec- 
tion at  a  duty  of  Is,  6cl.  per  cwt.,  pro- 
ducing a  revenue  of  95,4082.  Clover,  and 
other  agricultural  seeds,  are  protected, 
there  being  a  duty  on  the  importation  of 
the  foreign  article  amounting  to  38,0002. 
Eggs  are  not  manufactured  articles,  yet 
they  are  protected  by  a  duty  of  lOd.  per 
120;  and  on  tiic  importation  of  foreign 
eggs  there  is  a  revenue  derived  of  no  less 
than  32,0972. ;  and  there  are  other  articles 
of  agricultural  produce  which  are  also  pro- 
tected. I  have  made  out,  as  well  as  I 
could  a  list  of  the  manufactured  and  agri- 
cultural articles  now  protected;  and  I  find 
that  the  amount  levied  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  manufactured  articles  for  the 
protection  of  corresponding  articles  of  Eng- 
lish produce  is  430,000/.,  and  the  amount 
lovieil  on  the  importation  of  articles  of 
for\'ign  agricultural  produce  for  the  pro- 
tection of  corresponding  articles  of  Eng- 
lish produce,  is  in  round  numbers  nearly 
427.i.W^  1  thought  it  right  to  go  into 
I  this  statement  when  gentlemen  through 
the  country  endeavour  to  persuade  those 
they   aildre^   that   the    Legislature  con- 
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tinaes  to  protect  manufactures,  while  they 
abandon  protection  altogether  as  applied 
to  agriculture.  Some  Gentlemen  make 
a  great  grieyance  of  not  being  allowed  to 
grow  tobacco  in  this  country ;  but  are 
not  those  Gentlemen  aware  that  if  foreign 
tobacco  were  let  in  duty  free  into  this 
country,  any  attempt  to  grow  the  plant 
of  tobacco  on  the  soil  of  the  united  king- 
dom would  be  utterly  futile  ?  The  English 
tobacco  unprotected  from  Virginian  tobacco 
would  go  to  the  wall ;  it  never  could  suc- 
ceed as  an  article  of  cultivation  in  this 
country.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
Hoaae  longer;  but  1  beg  to  deny,  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
treat  with  the  slightest  disrespect  the 
landed  interest  of  this  country,  or  to  deny 
thai  in  many  parts  of  England  there  does 
exist  Tery  severe  distress  amongst  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  If  that  had 
been  the  intention  the  assertion  would  ill 
eome  from  me,  for  my  constituents  are 
placed  in  the  centre  of  a  great  agricultural 
eoonty ;  and  I  know  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, and  from  my  connexion  with  that 
town,  that  there  does  exist  great  distress 
amongst  the  occupiers  of  land.  I  deplore 
that  distress  most  sincerely — as  sincerely 
as  any  Gentleman  opposite ;  but  it  is  my 
deep  and  conscientious  conviction  that  you 
ean  do  nothing  more  injurious  to  that  in- 
terest than  to  hold  out  the  expectation  that 
this  House,  or  any  future  House  of  Com- 
mons, will  return  to  a  system  of  protection. 
It  will  only  divert  their  attention  from  the 
means  in  their  power  of  improving  their 
eondition,  and  will  be  only  an  ignis  fatuus 
to  nuslead  them  to  despair.  I  do  not  op- 
pose the  Amendment  because  I  do  not  ad- 
mit that  distress  exists,  but  I  oppose  it 
beeanse  I  think  the  means  it  points  out 
woald  only  lead  to  a  delusion.  To  my 
mind  it  is  inconceivable  that  a  system 
idiich  in  this  country  promotes  our  com- 
meree  and  agriculture,  our  manufactures, 
and  the  general  interests  of  the  community 
at  lai^,  must  not  in  the  long  run  promote 
liiai  interest  which  I  acknowledge  as  the 
hads  of  all  prosperity — the  proper  cultiva- 
tkm  of  the  soil.  To  say  the  fields  of  this 
oovmtrj  will  become  a  desert,  and  be  un- 
enhivated,  is,  I  think,  the  wildest  phan- 
taij ;  for  I  look  forward  with  the  utmost 
eoniBdenee  to  the  future  progress  of  the 
aflrienltoral  interest  of  this  country.  I 
•omit  that  in  parts  of  the  country  there 
liaa  been  great  destitution,  and  that  great 
iBfividiial  distress  may  happen — I  admit, 


too,  that  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  Le- 
gislature, we  should  do  what  we  could  to 
mitigate  those  evils;  but  as  to  the  ultimate 
result  of  those  measures,  and  as  to  the  ul- 
timate prosperity  of  the  agricultural  as 
well  as  other  classes  of  the  country,  I,  for 
one,  entertain  no  doubt,  provided  this 
House  perseveres  in  the  course  of  policy 
they  have  deliberately  adopted — provided 
we  don't  introduce  doubt  and  hesitation 
into  the  minds  of  all  classes,  and  paralyse 
industry  by  giving  the  country  reason  to 
believe  that  we  are  wavering.  Let  us  have 
courage  to  go  on  in  the  course  we  have 
adopted,  and  I,  for  one,  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  it  will  lead  to  the  security  and 
prosperity  of  all. 

Mr.  DISRAELI :  I  rise.  Sir,  to  sup- 
port the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lincolnshire.  I  am  sure  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  will 
not  think  it  disrespectful  on  my  part  if  I 
do  not  comment  upon  any  other  portion  of 
the  Address  which  has  been  offered  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  That  Address 
refers  to  many  subjects  of  great  interest 
and  importance,  on  several  of  which  I 
would  have  ventured,  under  other  circum- 
stances, to  request  some  information  from 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers;  but,  considering 
the  hour  of  the  night  [it  was  then  nearly 
11  o^clocJc] — considering  the  general  tone 
of  the  debate,  and  the  anxiety  which  is  felt 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  divide  to- 
night, the  noble  Lord  will  pardon  me  if  I 
confine  my  attention  to  the  particular 
paragraph  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
moved  an  Amendment.  I  believe  there  is 
no  question  in  the  House  at  present — what- 
ever there  may  have  been  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  discussion  yesterday — that 
what  is  called  agricultural  distress  does 
prevail.  After  some  sceptical  expressions, 
we  have  had  several  witnesses  from  both 
sides  of  the  House  of  considerable  influ- 
ence and  importance,  who  now  admit  the 
fact — the  last  witness  being  the  right  hon. 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  I 
think,  then,  that  I  may  state,  without  ex- 
aggeration, that  agricultural  distress  does 
at  present  prevail  in  England ;  that  in 
Scotland  there  exists  at  least  agricultural 
dismay;  and  I  suppose  I  must  leave  for 
Ireland  agricultural  desolation.  Undoubt- 
edly, whatever  may  be  supposed  to  be  its 
cause — whatever  difference  of  opinion  may 
have  existed  as  to  the  degree  of  distress — 
it  has  existed  for  a  considerable  period, 
has  evinced  itself  in  a  variety  of  quar- 
ters, and  has  been  expressed  by  persons 


219 


Address  in 


{COMMONS  J 


Answer  to 


220 


whose  opinion,  from  their  position  and 
conduct,  is  certainly  entitled  to  public 
respect.  But  I  am  entirely  precluded 
from  the  necessity  of  entering  on  evi- 
dence upon  that  important  and  interest- 
ing point,  because  the  evidence  is  before 
us.  I  want  no  better  evidence  for  the 
existence  or  for  the  cause  of  the  distress 
than  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Address  to  Her  Majesty.  He  has, 
with  perfect  frankness,  informed  us  that 
he  has  no  doubt  that  a  sum  almost  equal 
to  one-eighth  of  the  national  debt  has  been 
taken  from  the  agricultural  class  within  a 
brief  period  by  the  influence  of  legislative 
enactments.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly  of  these  enactments,  or  of 
the  necessity  or  inexpediency  of  them.  I 
am  merely  calling  a  witness  forward  who 
upon  such  a  topic  may  surely  be  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  a  flrst-rate  char- 
acter, and  who  tells  us  that  one  of  the 
principal  branches  of  our  national  indus- 
try has  within  a  brief  period  been  de- 
prived of  a  receipt  of  about  90,000,000^ 
or  100,000,000^.  sterling,  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  account,  it  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving;  and  that  the  want  of  this  re- 
ceipt has  been  occasioned  by  a  recent  and 
certainly  an  unexpected  change  of  the  law. 
Upon  that  evidence,  therefore,  it  will  be 
acknowledged  as  not  surprising  that  there 
should  be  so  severe  and  so  general  distress 
as  that  which  at  present  prevails  in  Eng- 
land— that  it  should  be  aoknowledsred  in 
Scotland — and  that  it  should  be  overwhelm- 
ing in  Ireland.  Let  me  under  these  cir- 
cumstances— the  House  bearing  in  mind 
how  wide  and  prevalent  is  the  distress — 
how,  according  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moves  the  Address  to  the  Throne,  and 
who  calls  upon  us  to  support  him — remem- 
bering, I  say,  how  great  is  the  cause  of 
that  distress,  and  how  accountable  it  is  by 
the  previous  conduct  of  this  House — allow 
me  once  more  to  recall  to  the  House  the 
language  in  which  that  distress  is  intimated 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  Unhap- 
pily there  it  is  not  even  described  as  dis- 
tress; the  expressions  of  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  great  class  which  has  been  submitted 
to  the  action  of  circumstances  so  vast  as 
those  acknowledged  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  are 
merely  noticed  as  "complaints,"  the  jus- 
tice of  which  is  studiously  not  acknowledg- 
ed. It  has  been  said  by  way  of  defence, 
that  these  words  appear  in  a  subsequent 
sentence: — 
"  Her  Majesty  greatly  laments  that  any  por- 


tion of  Her  subjects  should  be   suffering    dis- 
tress ;'* — 

but  I  deny  that  that  is  an  admission,  or 
even  a  qualified  admission,  that  the  agricul- 
tural interest  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  suffering  dis- 
tress. It  is  a  mere  abstract  observation, 
and  bears  no  reference  to  the  actual  con- 
dition of  any  portion  of  the  united  king- 
dom. It  merely  says,  as  an  abstract  prin- 
ciple, that  the  Sovereign  of  these  realms 
will  sympathise  with  any  class  of  Her  sub- 
jects who  are  in  a  state  of  distress ;  but 
thus  placing  it  as  an  abstract  proposition 
is  virtually  denying  that  it  practically  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  sentence  which  follows  it  is 
only  one  of  philanthropic  mockery.  Well, 
now,  is  it  surprismg,  is  it  unreasonable  in 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  after  all  that 
is  past,  and  after  all  that  is  passing — see- 
ing that  Parliament  has  met  again  without 
virtually  acknowledging  the  existence  of 
the  distress,  which  is  not  only  recognised 
by  the  Mover  of  the  Address,  but  even  ac- 
counted for  by  him — is  it  surprising  or  un- 
reasonable, I  ask,  that  fresh  from  our  con- 
stituents, who  are  the  victims  of  the  change 
of  legislation,  we  should  feel  it  our  fint 
duty  to  come  forward  and  express  our 
opinion  of  the  cause  of  the  distress,  and 
our  sympathy  with  those  who  are  suffering! 
Let  me  beg  the  House  carefully  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  Amendment  which  is 
offered  to  you.  I  say  carefully  to  consider, 
because  I  beg  to  remind  the  House  that  it 
is  upon  that  Amendment,  and  that  Amend- 
ment alone,  that  the  vote  is  about  to  be 
taken,  and  not  upon  an  imaginary  state- 
ment which  it  may  be  conyenient  for 
the  Government  to  put  forward,  and  espe- 
cially by  any  Members  of  the  Goyemment 
who  may  have  prepared  a  speech  not  at  all 
adapted  to  the  Amendment.  That  Amend- 
ment upon  which  you  are  now  called  upon 
to  decide  consists  of  two  parts.  Let  me 
call  your  particular  attention  to  the  first. 
You  are  asked — 

**  Humbly  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty,  that  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  espeoially 
in  Ireland,  the  various  classes  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
are  labouring  under  severe  distress,  mainly  attri- 
butable, in  our  opinion,  to  recent  legislative 
enactments." 

Who  denies  that  proposition?  Not  the 
Mover  of  the  Address  to  Her  Majesty.  He 
adopts  the  fact,  and  accounts  for  it,  and 
the  Amendment  is  merely  prophetic  of  the 
speech  which  he  made  last  night.  If  it  be 
unreasonable,  at  least  nobody  will  midntain 
that  it  is  untrue.     But  it  is  said  that  you 
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mre  caHed  upon  bj  this  Amendment  to  de- 
clare that  the  protective  system  must  be 
reconstmcted  in  this  country.  It  may  or 
maj  not  be  politic — it  may  or  may  not  be 
expedient — to  call  upon  the  House  to  take 
that  step,  but  you  may  rely  upon  it  that,  if 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  do  so — if  we  think 
it  for  the  advantage  of  the  country  that  that 
step  should  be  taken,  we  will  not  hesitate 
to  come  forward  frankly,  completely,  and 
candidly  to  express  that  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Amendment  upon  the  Ad- 
dress is  the  right  occasion  upon  which  to 
contest  so  great  a  principle,  or  to  enter 
upon  such  an  encounter;  but,  remember- 
ing what  the  state  of  the  country  is,  be- 
IiCTing  it  to  be  universally  or  most  gene- 
rally recognised,  right  or  wrong,  that  the 
diati^as  of  a  great  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  has  been  occasioned  by  recent  le- 
gialatiTe  enactments,  I  say  that  nothing 
can  be  more  legitimate,  nothing  on  our 
part,  and  on  the  part  of  all  who  sympathise 
with  the  distresses  of  the  land,  can  be 
more  clearly  and  completely  an  act  of  duty, 
than  to  come  forward  when  such  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Throne  is  proposed,  and  ex- 
press with  temperance,  but  with  firmness 
and  precision,  our  belief  in  the  existence  of 
great  calamities,  and  our  conviction  that 
those  calamities  have  been  occasioned  by 
Tonr  recent  legislative  enactments.  But 
IS  there  anything  unreasonable  in  this  ? 
What  can  be  more  natural  than  for  the 
House  of  Parliament,  which  represents  the 
eommons  of  England,  whatever  the  truth 
or  fislsehood,  whatever  the  justice  or  in- 
jostice  of  certain  economical  principles, 
when  it  is  flagrant  and  notorious  that  large 
bodies  of  ihe  people  are  in  a  state  of  great 
depression  and  embarrassment — what  more 
natural,  I  ask,  than  to  come  forward  and 
slate  that  fact  dutifully  and  respectfully  to 
the  Sovereign,  more  especially  when  the 
fJMSts  we  state  are  not  unwarranted,  wild, 
or  extravagant,  but  are  distinctly  intimated 
and  admitted  by  the  very  organ  of  the  Go- 
fcmment  who  proposes  the  Address  ?  So 
fiur»  indeed,  from  this  being  a  violent  course 
on  our  part,  I  believe  it  the  most  natural 
and  the  most  probable;  so  probable  that  it 
was  the  general  anticipation  of  the  coun- 
tiy  that  tiie  Government  would  themselves 
haTe  expressed  some  sympathy  with  the 
depression  and  distress  of  so  largo  a  por- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  The  Go- 
vernment might  have  done  this,  without 
giving  up  any  of  the  economical  convictions 
to  which  they  are  such  recent  converts.  It 
indeed^  for  some  considerable  time  be- 


lieved— in  the  autumn  there  were  very  pre- 
valent opinions — that  the  Government  were 
really  not  ashamed  of  feeling  some  sym- 
pathy with  the  heavy  distress  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  community.  There  were 
certain  rumours  abroad  then,  to  which  I 
myself,  1  confess,  gave  small  credit,  but 
which  imparted  some  hopes  to  those  who 
were  suffering  so  grievously.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  over  the  way  shakes  his 
head,  and  no  doubt,  in  the  possession  as 
he  is  of  Cabinet  secrets,  there  is  very  good 
reason  for  so  signifying  his  scepticism. 
There  was  even  a  rumour,  at  the  time  I 
speak  of,  that  a  person  of  considerable  im- 
portance— one  who  figured  in  the  highest 
class  of  the  peerage — had  committed  that 
great  sin  in  political  economy — expression 
of  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of  the 
country.  I  myself  care  nothing  about  the 
matter.  1  care  nothing  about  a  Duke's 
giving  his  adherence  to  the  principles  I 
advocate.  I  care  not  a  jot  if  all  the  Dukes 
in  the  land  reject  them.  It  is  the  cause  of 
labour  for  which  we  struggle — it  is  the 
cause  of  labour,  or  it  is  nothing.  If  it  be 
not  the  interest  of  British  labour  that  we 
advocate,  all  the  patronage  of  all  the  Peers 
of  the  realm  will  not  avail.  Nothing  but 
that  conviction  can  sustain  us.  There  was, 
after  all,  some  apparent  foundation  for  the 
popular  belief;  there  were  observed  a  great 
many  Cabinet  Councils,  very  frequent  and 
very  hurried;  and  the  country,  which  had 
seen  on  former  occasions  similar  frequent 
and  hurried  Cabinet  Councils,  and  observed 
their  results,  naturally  enough  alternated 
between  anxious  hopes  and  fears.  There 
is  a  story  told  of  a  gentleman,  once  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  who  afterwards  be- 
came Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England;  he,  too,  was  holding  one  of  his 
Cabinet  Councils,  when  somebody  came  to 
disturb  him.  **  Go  tell  him,"  said  Crom- 
well, *•  that  we  are  seeking  the  Lord;"  and 
turning  to  his  colleagues,  he  added,  "  That 
simpleton  thinks  we  are  seeking  the  Lord, 
when  in  truth  we  are  only  seeking  the  cork- 
screw." So,  it  would  seem,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  England  last  autumn  thought  that 
Ministers  were  seeking  the  Lord  in  their 
repeated  Cabinet  Councils,  they  were  in 
truth  only  seeking  the  corkscrew,  for  all 
that  the  Cabinet  Councils  brought  about, 
so  far  as  it  appeared,  was  a  Cabinet  din- 
ner. And  now,  instead  of  putting  a  bold 
front  on  the  question,  the  only  way  in  which 
the  Ministers  can  get  out  of  the  scrape, 
according  to  their  idea  of  Parliamentary 
tactics,  is  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Wol- 
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verhampton  to  come  forward  to  their  aid; 
and   here   we  have  the   Address  to  the 
Throne  moved  hy  a  late  member  of  the 
Anti-Corn-Law  League,  and  seconded  by 
a  member  of  the  new  Parliamentary  Re- 
form Lea^e.    I  will  do  this  justice  to  the 
candour  of  the  hou.  Seconder,  that  he  in- 
troduced into   his  discourse  the  topic  to 
which  he  is  of  course  devoted,  though  it 
does  not  appear  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
expressing  his  hope  that  the  Government 
would  see  the  propriety  of  supporting  those 
opinions  to  which  he  has  so  recently  given 
in  his  adhesion  at  Freemasons'  Hall.     No 
Member  of  the  Government,  however,  has 
as  yet  responded  to  his  ingenuous  appeal. 
Probably  the  result  must  be  the  same  in 
this  case  as  in  another  memorable  instance, 
and  if  the  mountain  will  not  come  to  the 
Minister,  the  Minister  must  go  to  the  moun- 
tain.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in    noticing    the    complaints    which    are 
made  by  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
distress  they  are  at  this  moment  experi- 
encing— complaints,  I  must  say,  in  unison 
with  the  language  of  the  Royal  Speech  and 
of  the  Address — thought  it  his  duty  to  de- 
nounce the  manner  in  which  the  agricultural 
bodies   have   thought   fit   to    bring   those 
complaints  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  of  the    Government,  and   of  the 
country.      It    struck    me    as    surprising 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  one  of  the 
heads  of  a  liberal  Government,  especially 
at  a  moment  when  he  tells  us  that  all  the 
other  interests  in  the  State  are  prospering, 
should  think  it  becoming  to  come  forward 
and  say  that  another  great  branch  of  in- 
dustry, which  he  acknowledges  to  be  suf- 
fering, has  acted  in  a  manner   unautho- 
rised   if  not   unconstitutional,   because   it 
has,  in  a  tone  perfectly  consistent,   as   I ; 
say,  with  the  spirit  and  with  the  machi- 
nery of  the  constitution,  appealed  openly 
and  freely  to  the  Throne  and  to  Parliament 
for  sympathy  and  for  relief.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  very  violent  lan- 
guage has  been  used  by  the  agriculturists 
at  their  meetings.     I  think  this  criticism 
might,   with   much  judgment,   have  been 
omitted.     It  is  rather  unusual  to  carp  at 
expressions  which  may  be  used,  for  exam- 
ple, at  county  meetings ;  but  if  the  right 
hou.   Gentleman    is  so  critical,    I   should 
conceive  he  might  better  have  formed  his 
ideas  of  violent  language,  used  at  public 
meetings  of  the  people,  from  some  of  the  | 
towns  in  the  county  in  which  he  has  been  i 
taking  his  summer  recreation.     I  should ' 
have  imagined  that  it  was  some  tone,  pro- 


bably from  Leeds,  which  had  reached  him 
— some  Jacobin  jargon  that  had  floated 
to  his  ear  from  the  free-trade  hall  of  the 
city  of  Manchester.     When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — a  Gentleman  of  Yorkshire — 
complains   of   the   tone  and   strong  lan- 
guage  used   at  agricultural  meetings,   I 
would  remind  him  that  there  have  been 
other  meetings  at  which  language  much 
stronger  has  been  used — language,  I  will 
venture   to   say,   much   more  unconstitu- 
tional.    I  am  sure  that  he   never  heard 
any  one  at  a  county  meeting  saj  that  the^ 
English  constitution  existed  only  on  suffer- 
ance. I  am  sure  that  he  never  heard  any  one 
at  a  county  meeting  say  that  the  States 
of  the  realm  were  in  future  only  to  be 
considered  as  a  body  to  legislate  in  defer- 
ence to  the  passions,  the  caprice,  the  in- 
terests of  any  particular  section  of  this 
country.     I  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  go 
into   the   question   which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   has  raised  in  relation  to  the 
value  of  our  exports.     I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  time,  and  study,  and  obser- 
vation assist  me,  I  see  no  reason  to  relin- 
quish the  opinions  I  have  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject.    I  believe — I  think 
it  can  be  proved — ^that  the  exchangeable 
value  of  the  products  of  British  industry 
has  materially  diminished  within  the  past 
few  years.      The   right  hon.   Gentleman 
quoted  the  Commercial  Glance  to  prove 
that  certain  ai*ticles  of  manufacture  were 
not  diminished  in  value.     But  they  were 
articles,  if  I  caught  them  right,  exported 
principally  to  India,  our  own  possessions, 
and  therefore  not  subject  to  the  action  of 
hostile  tariffs.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
last  year  said  he  could  not  understand  my 
argument  that  the  manufacturers  of  Eng- 
land were  content  to  manufacture  at  a 
loss.     I  will  beg  to  remind  him  of  an- 
other economical  paper  called  the   JBco- 
nomist,  in  which  there  has  been  a  series 
of  articles  most  elaborate  in  composition, 
and  most  ample  in  calculations,  the  whole 
object  of  which  is  to  prove  that  for  the  last 
four  years  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester 
have  been  manufacturing  at  a  loss.     Well, 
I  recommend  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — I 
know  not  whether  he  has  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  editor  of  the  Economic 
or  not — to  take  advantage  of  his  first  ten 
minutes'   leisure,    and    enlighten  himself 
upon  that  topic,  and  ascertain  whether  it 
be  a  fact  that  a  Manchester  manufacturer 
can  manufacture  at  a  loss,  and  even  con- 
tinue to  manufacture  at  a  loss.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  as  he  thinks,  has  estab- 
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Ksbed  his  case  to  proTe  the  Buecess  of  his 
■ystem,  the  saceess  or  failure  of  which  I  do 
not  at  all  eoasider  to  be  the  question  to- 
night, dr  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
Amendment;  and  the  only  reason  for  my 
referring  to  it  is,  because  I  would  not  seem 
to  shrink  from  meeting  his  statements.  He 
has  adduced,  as  his  test,  the  state  of  pau- 
perism in  the  country.  I  accept  that  test, 
as  fiir  as  it  is  valid,  to  try  the  effi- 
deney  and  truth  of  his  system;  but  I 
mnst  say,  that  the  data  he  has  of- 
&red  us  have  not,  in  my  opinion,  been 
firnitfal  of  any  very  encouraging  con- 
dasion.  He  has  established  that  there  is 
a  reduction  of  pauperism  to  the  amount  of 
something  under  7  per  cent,  compared  with 
last  year — a  year  of  unparalleled  gloom,  of 
uiipreeedented  depression,  which  the  right 
hoB.  Gentleman  always  told  us  during  the 
last  Session  must  never  be  taken  as  a  pre- 
dedenf ,  because  it  was  a  year  when  the  ma- 
nnfaetarers  of  England,  in  every  branch, 
Were  in  a  state  of  distress  which  probably 
had  never  been  approached  for  many  years. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  comes 
ibnrard  with  this  case,  that  the  mannfac- 
fttrers  of  England  are  in  a  state  of  almost 
unparalleled  prosperity,  and  he  says  that 

Cnpefism  is  reduced,  compared  with  the 
tl  year  of  gloom,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
7  ]Mir  cent.  If,  then,  the  manufacturers 
of  Ibis  country  have  been,  and  are,  in  such 
tf  flourishing  position — if  the  manufacture 
ing  population  are  not  only  altogether  em- 
ployed, but  there  is  even  a  demand  for  la- 
bocr  in  llhe  manufacturing  districts — ^how 
are  we  to  account  for  the  fact  that  the  rally 
hatf  Bot  been  much  more  considerable? 
AimI  how,  when  we'  are  called  upon  to  con- 
gntahite  the  Sovereign  upon  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  are  we  to  couple 
dttt  congratulation  with  the  stern  and 
dsrk  fisct,  that,  even  now,  your  pauperism 

■  f«ry  insensibly  reduced  ?     But  the  case 

■  nnch  less  encouraging,  when  we  remem- 
ber the  state  of  the  rural  districts.  We 
aiiraya  told  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
Us  ftiends  that  there  was  this  great  dif- 
ftfoaco  between  the  manufacturing  and 
agriesAartd  districts — ^that  it  was  in  the 
poarer  of  iht  manufacturers,  at  periods 
of  dopresfliioDf  to  free  themselves  in  a 
gTMli  degree  from  those  whom  they  em- 
pioysd;  whereas,  from  circumstances  which 
1  Med  aot  BOW  minutely  detail,  it  was 
dMilf  iiapossible  for  those  who  lived  in 
Aw  agrienltural  districts,  except  at  a  long 
itHmtali  hj  slow  degrees,  and  with  extreme 
t^Bol^f  to  rodooe  the  labour  they  em- 
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ployed.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  employment  of  the  rural 
population  during  the  last  twelve  months 
has  been,  to  a  very  great  degree — ^to  the 
amount,  I  believe,  of  not  less  than  20  per 
cent — a  factitious  employment — an  em- 
ployment honourable  to  those  feelings 
which  we  have  always  oherished  in  this 
country,  but  which  are  totally  opposed  to 
those  economical  principles  advocated  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  No  one  imagines 
that  the  pressure  of  pauperism  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts  would  be  felt  with  the  fa- 
tal and  instantaneous  consequences  which 
are  experienced  in  the  great  hives  of  ma- 
nufacturing industry;  but  what  we  feel  is, 
that  though  the  result  may  be  more  slow, 
it  will,  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances, be  more  permanent.  There  is, 
however,  another  reason  why,  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts,  pauperism  will  not  imme- 
diately increase.  You  quite  forget  that  you 
have  in  this  country  a  social  system  which 
throws  by  law  the  employment  of  those  who 
are  not  engaged  in  labour  upon  a  maehi. 
nery  which  is  mainly  sustained  by  the  ca- 
pital of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land. 
And  this  brings  me  to  the  second  part 
of  the  Amendment  we  have  suggested,  in 
which  we  ask  the  House,  in  the  first  place, 
to  acknowledge  a  distress,  the  existence  of 
which  the  Government  themselves  acknow- 
ledged, and  to  allege  that  the  cause  of  that 
distress  is  that  which  the  organ  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  accepted;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  to  acknowledge  that  the  operation  of 
those  legislative  enactments  to  which  I  have 
referred,  is  aggravated  by  the  burden  of 
local  taxation.  Now,  is  there  anybody  in' 
this  House  who  will  rise  and  say  that  agri- 
cultural distress  is  not  aggravated  by  pecu- 
liar burdens?  It  has  been  said,  indeed, 
that  in  the  instance  of  the  occupiers  of 
land,  the  distress  may  not  be  aggravated 
by  these  burdens;  but  nobody  will  say  that 
such  burdens  do  not  exist,  and,  if  existing, 
that  they  do  not  press  upon  some  one  of 
the  agricultural  classes.  Now  I  think, 
after  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  who  was  so  ostentatiously 
brought  forward  to  propose  the  Address, 
that  we  should  have  some  clear  conception 
of  the  nature  of  these  burdens.  That  hon. 
Gentleman  has  derided  the  idea  that  a  re- 
duction of  those  burdens  could  afibrd  any 
relief  to  the  occupiers  of  land.  I  want 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  meet  this  ques- 
tion with  some  degree  of  fairness  and  can- 
dour. Night  after  night  last  year  hon. 
Gentlemen  rose  on  the  other  side,  and  told 
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118  there  was  no  difference  between  land 
and  any  other  property;  that  land  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  raw  material.  Those 
opinions  were  cheered  by  the  Gentlemen 
opposite,  they  have  virtnidly  been  accepted 
by  the  Govemment,  and  are,  in  fact,  a  ne- 
cessary part  of  their  economical  creed. 
Now  what  I  ask  these  Gentlemen  is — if 
land  be  only  a  raw  material,  why  do  you 
tax  it  ?  Why  do  you  not  extend  to  this 
raw  material  the  same  economical  princi- 
ples which  you  extend  to  all  other  raw 
materials  ?  If  land  be,  as  you  say,  only  a 
raw  material,  why  is  the  manufacturer  of 
com  to  be  subjected  to  other  economical 
principles,  and  another  economical  system, 
than  the  manufacturer  of  cotton  ?  That  is 
the  question  you  must  meet  and  answer. 
It  is  useless  for  you  to  tell  us  that  if  you 
take  off  the  burdens  on  land  the  owner  will 
be  benefited,  but  the  occupier  will  not. 
The  question  is  far  beyond  that.  Why  do 
you  tax  this  raw  material — this  material 
which  was  described  the  other  day,  by  a 
leader  of  your  school,  at  a  great  meeting, 
as  the  first,  the  principal,  raw  material  of 
a  nation's  industry  ?  Some  Gentlemen  are 
apt  to  think  that  this  is  merely  a  question 
of  poor-rates,  of  county  rates,  of  church 
rates.  I  tell  them  it  is  a  much  more  com- 
plicated and  extensive  question  than  they 
imagine.  From  the  moment  an  Englishman 
is  bom,  to  the  moment  of  his  burial,  the  raw 
material  is  taxed  under  your  present  social 
system,  in  order  to  guard  either  his  life 
or  his  death.  If  a  pauper  child  is  born, 
you  send  for  the  parish  doctor,  and  tax  the 
raw  material  to  pay  the  doctor's  fee.  If 
the  child  be  not  that  of  a  pauper — one 
of  your  own  offspring — its  birth  must  be 
registered,  and  you  tax  the  raw  material 
to  pay  the  registrar.  If  the  child  become 
a  pauper,  you  build  an  immense  edifice  to 
receive  him,  and  you  tax  the  raw  material 
to  pay  for  its  erection.  If  he  is  a  lunatic, 
you  raise  a  vast  structure,  and  tax  the 
raw  material  to  pay  for  that.  If  he  is  a 
criminal,  another  pile  arises,  and  you  tax 
the  raw  material  to  pay  the  architect's  bill. 
If  the  child  is  vaccinated,  you  tax  the  raw 
material  to  pay  the  vaccination  fee.  The 
child  of  a  millionaire,  who  has  40,000Z. 
a  year  in  the  funds,  is  as  liable  to  this  viru- 
lent disease  as  the  child  of  the  agriculturist 
— and  why,  then,  should  he  not  be  sub- 
ject to  the  impost?  You  cannot  in  this 
country  exercise  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant duties  of  which  an  Englishman  is 
proud,  without  taxing  this  raw  material.  If 
you  are  a  juryman,  the  raw  material  is 


taxed  to  prepare  the  jury  liat.  Eyen  if  yon 
wish  to  exercise  the  suffrage,  the  raw  ma- 
terial is  taxed  to  prepare  the  list  of  Toters. 
Now,  I  ask  the  great  economists,  tho  pro- 
fessors of  the  Manchester  school,  and  their 
pupils — either  the  present  or  the  late  Go- 
yerameot — how  can  they  maintain  such  a 
state  of  things  according  to  the  principles 
upon  which  they  have  built  their  com- 
mercial system?  We  ask  you,  then, 
now  that  the  agricultural  interest  is  in 
a  state  of  great,  and,  as  I  believe,  un- 
precedented depression,  to  come  forward 
and  respectfully  and  humbly  to  express  to 
the  Crown  your  sympathy  with  that  dis- 
tress, and  your  belief  that  the  cause  of  such 
distress  is  that  which  has  been  alleged  by 
the  organ  of  the  Government  on  tbis  occa- 
sion. Is  that  unreasonable?  Is  it  fac- 
tious ?  We  ask  you,  in  the  second  place, 
to  acknowledge  that  that  distress  is  aggra- 
vated by  the  burdens  that  are  peculiarly 
pressing  upon  the  agricultural  industry  oi 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Now  that  I  have 
put  this  question  fairly  before  you,  I  want  to 
know  what  man  can  allege  a  rational  rea- 
son why  he  should  oppose  these  two  propo- 
sitions ?  I  have  no  wish  to  conceal  what 
are  my  ulterior  views  upon  the  great  sub- 
ject of  the  rival  industries  of  this  country. 
I  think  that  the  cultivator  of  ihe  soil  has  a 
right  to  two  things.  I  think,  in  the  first 
place,  that  he  has  a  right  to  be  put  upon 
the  same  footing  as  his  fellow-subjects; 
and  that,  secondly,  he  has  a  right  in  his 
own  market  to  be  put  upon  a  footing  with 
the  foreigner.  If  these  are  not  just  prin- 
ciples— if  they  are  not  founded  up<m  those 
eternal  sentiments  of  right  which,  in  the 
long  mn,  mu^t  govern  nations,  or  nations 
must  fall,  then  I  admit  that  I  am  greatly 
mistaken.  I  am  told  that  we  are  advocat- 
ing the  interests  of  a  few.  If  I  were  to  col- 
lect the  sentiments  of  the  Government,  not 
so  much  from  the  declarations  that  have 
been  rather  forced  from  them  during  this 
debate,  as  from  the  language  of  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  I  should  suppose  that  this 
was  an  insignificant  interest,  that  was  so 
urgent  in  its  distress  as  to  ask  for  your 
sympathy,  and  so  unreasonable  in  its  suf- 
fering as  to  suggest  the  possibility  of  a  re- 
medy. We  are  told  that  they  are  only 
"  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  ' 
My  noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Stam- 
ford has  ably  touched  upon  that  point; 
he  has  shown  you  that  it  is  not  a  ques- 
tion merely  of  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land,  whose  fortunes  to-night  you  are, 
in  some  measure,  to  decide  upon.     But 
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I  shall  take  a  much  more  narrow  view 
of  the  question  before  I  ask  for  your  vote. 
Admit  that  it  is  only  the  owners  and  occu- 
piers of  land  who  now,  thinking  themselves 
aggrieTed,  and  certainly  by  your  own  ac- 
knowledgment suffering,   are  coming  for- 
ward and  asking  you  to  interfere  in  their 
faTour,  are  they  so  innumerous  a  class — 
are  they  in  number  and  in  condition  so  in- 
significant, that  it  becomes  statesmen  and 
Parliaments  to  pass  them  by  disregarded 
and  unheeded  ?  Why,  there  are,  according 
to  the  best  accounts,  250,000  proprietors 
of  the  soil  in  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.     It  is  the  most  nume- 
rous class— >the  most  numerous   separate 
class  in  this  country,  as  regards  property; 
if  they  are  exceeded  slightly  by  the  proprie- 
tors in  the  funds,  you  must  remember  that 
many  of  the  proprietors  in  the  funds  are 
foreigners.     Are  the  occupiers  of  land  so 
contemptible  in  number,  in  character,  and 
in  conduct  ?     You  have,  according  to  the 
most  moderate  accounts,  700,000  farmers 
in  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.    Why,   take  your  owners,   take 
your  occupiers,  with  their  immediate  fami- 
lies, and  this  alone  is  an  affair  of  millions. 
Ton  acknowledge  those  millions  are  in  a 
state  of  great  distress — ^you  acknowledge 
they  are  in  a  state  of  great  distress,  in  con- 
sequence of  your  recent  legislative  enact- 
ments; and  you   counsel   your   Sovereign 
to  treat  their  feelings   with  derision  and 
mockery.     Why,  one  would  have  supposed 
from  the  tone  of  this  debate,  that  we  had 
come  forward  to-night  on  the  first  assem- 
bly of  this  Session  of  Parliament,  to  ask 
you  to  repeal  the  laws  that  you  have  re- 
CMitly  passed,  to  violate  all  the  principles 
of  political   economy  that  you   have  en- 
shrined; that  you  should  come  forward  and 
declare  that  you  have  flagrantly  erred,  and 
that  your  only  chance  for  national  regene- 
ration was  to  fall  back  upon  the  position 
which  you  have  quitted.     Is  it  so  ?    There 
is  not  a  Gentleman  on  this  side  who  shrinks 
on  the  legitimate  occasion  from  advocating, 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  the  principles  upon 
which  we  think  the  industrial  policy  of  this 
oonntry  ought  to   be  established;    but  I 
deny  that  this  i^  the  occasion  on  which  we 
are  called  to  that  controversy  and  that  bat- 
tle.    All  that  we  have  asked  of  you  is  this 
— 4hat  it  being  apparent,  it  being  a  matter 
of  national  notoriety,  that  a  great  body  of 
the  nation  is  in  a  state  of  suffering — that 
it  being  a  matter  of  Parliamentary  acknow- 
ledgment even  on  the  side  of  the  Govem- 
ity  that  that  suffering  has  been  occa- 


sioned by  our  recent  changes  in  the  law, 
you  should  come  forward,  that  you  should 
think  it  decent  to  come  forward,  and  ex- 
press to  the  Sovereign  your  recognition  of 
the  cause  of  the  suffering,  and  your  sym- 
pathy with  the  distress.     Instead  of  that 
being,  as  you  have  pretended  it  to  be,  in  a 
manner  not  flattering  to  the  candour  of 
Parliamentary  discussion,    an   outrageous 
attempt,  on  the  first  night  of  Parliament 
meeting,  to  call  upon  this  House  of  Com- 
mons suddenly  to  abrogate  the  resolutions 
which  the  Parliament  of  England  had  ar- 
rived at,  it  rather  (if  it  does  anything)  in- 
dicates a  course  wherein,  guided  by  justice, 
by  that  high  principle  of  public  duty  which 
must,  in   the  long   run,   influence   every 
Minister  in  this  country,  you  may  not  only 
express  sympathy  with  your  suffering  fel- 
low-countrymen, but  even  find  the  sources 
for  the  remedy  of  their  grievances.     Do 
not  suppose  that  it  is  possible  for  you  to 
escape  the  settlement   of   this   question. 
You  may  pride  yourself  upon  your  acci- 
dental majority  ;  you  may  pride  yourself 
upon  the  array  of  three  parties,  full  of 
rival   ambitions,  and   unanimous   only   in 
their  hostility  to  a  suffering  community ; 
but  we  have  the  happiness  of  living  in  an 
age  when  an  appeal  to  truth  is  never  un- 
successful, and  when  the  eternal  principles 
of  justice  must  be  the  foundation  of  Par- 
liamentary statutes.  I  call  upon  you,  then, 
to-night,  in  the  name  of  the  Gentlemen 
who  are  sitting  upon  these  benches — the 
representatives  mainly  of  those  suffering 
classes — I  call  upon  you  to  accept  either 
alternative :  you  shall  not  go  out  of  this 
House   and    misrepresent    our    purposes. 
Either  reconstruct  your   commercial  sys- 
tem upon  those   principles  favourable  to 
British  industry   which  we  advocate ;    or 
carry  the  principles  upon  which  you  have 
established  your  new  system  to  their  legi- 
timate consequences.      Do  not,  under  this 
system,  oppress  the  land  of  England,  with 
the  Pharisaical  pretence  that  you  are  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  great  politico-economical  scheme 
that  will  not  tolerate  the  taxation  of  a  raw 
material,  and  suppose,  at  the  same  time, 
we  will  endure  that  the  whole  social  ex- 
istence of  England  should  be  founded  on  a 
system  which,  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
in  every  duty  of  the  life  of  an  Englishman, 
taxes  the  most  important  raw  material  of 
a  nation's  industry.    We  ask  you  to-night, 
to  recur  to  no  abrogated  laws  ;  they  were 
planned  by  one  whose  subsequent  conduct 
certainly  does  not  entitle  those  laws  to  our 
posthumous  respect.     But  we  do  call  upon 
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jou  to-night  to  do  juBtice  to  the  land  of 
England — to  the  owners,  to  the  occupiers, 
to  the  cultirators,  to  all  the  classes  depend- 


have  a  Jacohin  free-trader  on  one  side  of 
him,  and  a  Consenratiye  Privy  Councillor 
on  the  other,  I  tell  the  nohle  Lord  that  he 


ent  upon  the  land,  to  those  mightier  consi-  mav  maintain  the  Ministiy,  but  he  will  de- 
derations  even  than  the  industry  of  man. '  stroy  the  Throne.  It  is  not  the  first  time 
Toucan  nolonger  postpone  the  settlement  of  that  I  have  attempted  feebly  to  express 
this  question.  Enshrine  yourselves  in  your  these  opinions  to  the  House  in  the  behalf 
politico  -economical  scheme  —  we  accept  of  those  who  honour  me  with  their  support, 
your  principles,  we  call  upon  you  to  carry  I  told  the  noble  Lord  last  year  that  it  was 
them  to  their  legitimate  consequences,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  that  we  spoke. 
Let  this  raw  material  of  a  nation's  in-  [LatigMer,]  Yes,  in  the  spirit  of  eooci- 
dustry  be  as  free  as  other  raw  mate-  liation.  Do  not  imagine  that  it  is  not  in 
rials.  Admit  in  its  fulness,  with  respect  the  spirit  of  conciliation  that  we  speak, 
to  the  land,  the  principle  which  you  are  because  we  may  take  the  opportunity  of 
extending  to  all  other  raw  materials,  and  showing  that  we  are  not  afraid  of  those 
do  not  permit,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  before  whom  others  tremble.  I  will  tell 
land,  artificial  restrictions  to  prcTail  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  at  least  this — that  I 
you  have  debarred  it  from  the  artifi-  do  not  use  two  languagee,  I  am  not  afraid 
cial  privileges  which  have  hitherto  been  to  say  in  this  House  what  I  say  in  other 
some  compensation  for  your  legislation ;  places.  I  am  in  the  custom  of  hearing 
or  come  forward  and  say  frankly  to  the  things  said  in  other  places  which  we  do  not 
people  of  England,  "  We  cannot  afford  to  hear  in  this  House.  It  is  not  in  thia  House 
do  that  justice  to  the  land  which  we  are  that  we  are  told  that  the  English  constitn- 
prepared  to  do  to  every  other  field  of  in-  tion  exists  only  upon  sufferance.  If  I  were 
dustry."  Tell  us  fi&irly,  at  that  box  to- 1  to  express  what  I  think  exists  only  upon 
night  [the  red  box  on  the  table  before  the '  sufferance,  it  would  be  a  great  branch  of 
Treasury  bench],  whether  the  cotton  of  native  industry  existing  upon  the  raw  ma- 
the  American  may  come  here  free,  and  the  terial  obtained  from  a  rival  and  a  foreigner, 
earth  of  England  is  to  be  enthralled.  Come  Now,  we  have  been  appealed  to  in  the  Speech 
forward  to-night,  and  tell  us  *'  there  is  no  from  the  Throne  to  cherish  that  constitution 
branch  of  manufacture  which  we  will  not '  which  has  "  combined  liberty  with  order." 
facilitate,  which  we  will  not  stimulate, !  I  want  to  know  what  is  that  constitution 
which  we  will  not  allow  British  industry  to  which  has  combined  order  and  liberty.  Is 
send  forward  to  every  clime,  in  exchange  it  the  constitution  that  we  hear  of  at  Man- 
for  the  productions  of  foreign  artisans;  hut ,  Chester,  which  exists  "  only  by  auffeninee" 
we  are  resolved  that  this  country  shall  |  — the  constitution  that  the  noble  Lord's 
only  be  the  country  of  manufacturers  and  ,  allies  permit  only  to  endure  ?  I  have  al- 
mechanics;  and,  therefore,  while  we  have,  •  ways  thought  it  was  the  constitution  that 
according  to  our  principles,  emancipated  was  planted  broadly  and  deeply  in  the  land 
OTory  branch  of  industry,  the  land,  and  \  of  England — the  territorial  constitution, 
the  land  alone,  shall  he  our  slate  and  our  \  that  did  not  permit  the  fortunes  of  this 
victim."  I  call  upon  the  noble  Lord  at  j  ancient  monarchy  to  depend  upon  the 
the  head  of  the  Government  to  speak :  caprice  or  passion  of  a  great  town.  But 
frankly  on  this  subject.  Don^t  let  the  |  I  want  to  know  how  the  noble  Lord  means 
noble  Lord  suppose  that  this  is  a  party .  to  maintain  this  territorial  constitution  if 
movement;  nothing  is  more  convenient  for ;  he  does  not  mean  also  to  maintain  a  ter- 
a  Government  than  to  pretend  that  the  [  ritorial  population  ?  I,  for  one,  do  not 
great  principles  of  free  trade  are  endan-  ■  ask  him  to  maintain  that  territorial  popn- 
gcred,  and  that  those  who  are  embarras- :  lation  by  peculiar  privileges,  by  franchises 
sing  them  with  a  Motion,  have  merely  per-  !  which  other  class  of  the  population  do  not 
sonal  considerations  at  stake.     I  tell  the   share.     I  have  that  confidence  in  the  land 


noble  Lord  that  the  time  has  gone  by  for 
those  antiquated  quibbles;  the  question  is 
too  serious  and  too  earnest.  Let  the  noble 
Lord — a  fitting  man — come  forward  and  do 
justice  to  the  land,  and  he  will  find  plen- 
tiful sealous  and  disinterested  supporters. 
But  if  the  noble  Lord  thinks  that  he  is 
to  rule  this  country  by  a  heterogeneous 
ftnd  unnatural  combination — that  he  is  to 


of  England,  that  I  feel  at  this  moment  all 
it  requires  is  justice — but  justice  complete 
and  sufficient.  I  opposed  the  chanee  in 
the  law  which  regulated  your  agricultural 
industry.  I  have  never  suggested  for  a 
moment  that  I  approved  of  that  change. 
I  think  a  more  perilous — and,  as  I  believe, 
a  more  disastrous—  experiment  in  politics 
never  yet  occurred.     Such  a  diaturbance 
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of  induBtrj,  such  a  break-up  of  aU  the  in- 
flaences  that  govern  the  political  life  of 
thiB  free  empire,  such  a  degradation  of  all 
the  means  by  which  Government  was  car- 
ried OB,  I  believe  the  history  of  this  country 
does  not  afford.  But  I  have  ever  felt,  and 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 


fair  speech,  told  us  very  plainly  his  purpose 
was  that  we  should  reconsider  our  recent 
legislation;  and  I  understand  him  to  be, 
in  a  very  Parliamentary  manner,  laying 
down  grounds  for  such  reconsideration,  not 
with  a  view  to  adopt  an  altered  state  of  the 
law,  or  to  come  to  any  binding  resolution. 


conviction,  that  there  never  was  a  mistake  <  but  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  recent  le* 


greater  than  supposing  that  the  land  of 
England  did  at  any  time  depend  for  its 
fortune  on  any  artificial  law  whatever. 
What  the  land  required,  and  what  it  re- 


gislation  in  this  country  in  respect  to  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  affairs.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fair — nothing  could  be  more 
decided,  than  that;  and  Her  Majesty's  Go* 


nM  now  is  justice,  but  I  never  yet  have   vernment  being  convinced  that  such  recent 
d  a  political  economist  who  was  pre- 1  legislation  was  sound,  and  being  convinced 
pared  to  come  forward  and  offer  it.     The   that  we  should  not  be  benefiting  the  coun^ 


moment  thai  you  proceed  to  speak  of  the 
burdens  peculiar  to  the  soil,  he  pretends 


try,  but  doing  it  the  greatest  injury,  if  we 
submitted  that  legislation  again  to  be  al- 


that  those  burdens  apply  to  a  limited  class  !  tercd  or  reconsidered,  we  were  prepared  to 
of  aristocratic  possessors,  forgetting  that  oppose  that  Amendment.  But  then  came 
the  most  valuable,  the  most  numerous,  the  ,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
moat  thrifty,  and  the  most  hard-working  Stamford,  who  complains  that  there  is  not 
eleai  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  of  this  sufficient  sympathy  expressed  in  the  Speech 
eonniry^forgetting  that  the  patricians  are  '  from  the  Throne  for  the  distress  of  the 
too  often  prompt   to  leave  the  cause  of  i  landed  interest.     On  the  other  hand,  the 


which  they  are  the  native  chiefs — forgetting 
ihoee  Lincolnshire  copartners  to  whom  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  county  re- 


hon.  Member  for  South  Lincolnshire  said 
explicitly,  "  Your  pity  and  sympathy  are 
not  what  I  ask  for ;  what  I  ask  for  is  acts 


ferred  to-night — ^forgetting  the  statesmen  ;  and  measures.**  Then  wchave  heard  from 
off  the  north,  and  the  yeomanry  of  the ,  a  high  authority  in  another  place,  who, 
aoath.     I  say  we  have  now  brought  this   indeed,   goes   beyond   anything  we  have 

Jnestion  to  an  intelligible  point.  [A  laugh,]  heard  in  this  House,  but  only,  however, 
can  excuse  that  laugh;  for  I  believe  the  in  the  way  of  a  distant  prospect,  or  for  the 
^BOBtiim  has  been  put  in  a  point  of  view  so  future — and  the  object  of  that  high  autho- 
intelligible  that  it  will  in  future  be  found  rity  is  to  place  a  new  Government  in  the 
fwrj  difficult  to  withstand  our  demand  place  of  the  present  Government,  and  then 
ftr  JBStiee.  If  the  Minister  comes  forward  ,  to  obtain  a  dissolution  of  the  present  House 
—  ultimately  he  will — and  admits  the  !  of  Commons,  and  form  a  new  House  of  Com- 
JBStiee  of  our  claims,  and  that  we  ought '  mens  to  ask  for  the  restoration  of  protec- 
BOt  to  be  subject  to  taxation  from  which  I  tion.  When  I  heard  those  hon.  Gentlemen,  I 
•ther  classes  are  free — if  he  admits  that  |  thought  we  should  never  be  embarrassed 
ow  property  should  not  be  subject  to  re-  |  any  longer  as  to  the  question  at  issue,  and 
BtrietioDfl  to  which  no  other  property  is  sub-  that  we  should  know  what  we  were  voting 
ject,  but  says,  as  he  will  say,  that  the  con-  about — that  we  were  voting  either  to  re- 
dition  of  the  country  requires  them — he  at ,  store  protection  or  to  maintain  our  present 
onoe  admits  that  in  the  government  of  the  !  policy.  But  no— the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
country  the  political  must  interfere  with  j  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  came  for- 
the  commercial  principle;  and  then  I  shall ;  ward,  and,  asking  us  not  to  misrepresent 
aak  him  to  do  us  the  justice  we  demand, !  his  purpose,  involved  that  purpose  in  such 
or  to  reconstruct  the  commercial  system  '  an  ambiguity  of  language,  in  such  tortuoua 
of  the  country  on  principles  favourable  to   expressions,  and  appeals  to  our  sense  of 


the  natire  industry  of  England. 

LOBD  J.  RUSSELL  :  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
hon.  Ckntleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 


justice,  that  really  it  becomes  again  a  mat- 
ter of  the  utmost  difficulty  to  know  what 
this  Amendment  is  to  mean.    Now,  let  me 


Baked  afl  not  to  misrepresent  the  purpose  ■  say  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  to  those 
whkii  he  and  his  friends  have  in  view.  •  who  support  him,  that  I  think  there  are 
But,  miwilling  as  I  should  be  to  misrepre-  two  courses  on  such  a  question,  either  of 
lent,  I  own  that  to  form  an  accurate  idea  •  which  may  be  constitutionally  and  pro- 
of that  purpose,  is  a  thing  almost  impos- 1  perly  followed.  The  one  is  for  you,  the 
■hie.  The  hon.  Gentleman  wbo  moved  j  independent  Members  of  Parliament,  to 
the  Amendment,  in  a  very  temperate  and  I  say,  *'  We  don't  agree  with  all  the  ex- 
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preBsions  of  the  Address.  We  think 
one  part  of  it  might  be  more  warmly 
worded :  in  another  part  we  think  jon 
express  too  much  satisfaction.  You  ex- 
aggerate the  prosperity  that  prevails  in 
one  place,  and  do  not  regret  the  dis- 
tress which  prevails  with  sufficient  sym- 
pathy in  another;  but  these  are  general 
phrases,  and  we  mean  to  give  our  concur- 
rence to  the  Address."  Another  course, 
which  is  equally  Parliamentary  and  consti- 
tutional, is  to  say,  "  The  state  of  the 
country  is  such,  and  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vepnment  are  so  erroneous,  that  we  cannot 
allow  one  day  to  pass,  and  we  must  at 
once  express  our  opinion,  and,  whether  in 
a  minority  or  in  a  majority,  call  on  the 
House  of  Commons  to  say,  if  a  system  in- 
jurious to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, should  be  persevered  in,  and  ask  for 
better  legislation  than  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  yield.**  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Lincoln- 
shire has  taken  a  third  course  —  that  of 
having  an  unmeaning  Amendment.  And 
not  being  satisfied  with  the  Address  as 
proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  he 
proposes  to  have  an  address,  obscure  and 
ambiguous  in  its  phrases.  [**  No,  no  !  **] 
That,  I  say,  is  the  result  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  Amendment.  [**No,  no!"] 
What  have  we  been  told  ?  [  Cries  of 
**  Read,  read !"]  I  will  read  it  presently. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  we  are  not  re- 
storing protection  by  this  proposition,  and 
we  are  not  preparing  to  revert  to  a  course 
of  policy  that  has  been  abandoned.  Now, 
in  referring  to  the  Amendment,  I  must 
first  observe  as  to  what  has  been  called  the 
insult  to  the  agricultural  interest  which 
has  been  offered  by  Her  Majesty's  advisers. 
I  cannot  but  say,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
nothing  was  further  from  our  intention — 
that  we  have  heard  with  great  regret  of 
the  suffering  and  distress  which  exist  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  ;  and  nothing 
would  give  us  greater  pleasure  than  to  be 
able  to  say  that  by  some  manner  of  relief 
that  suffering  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
The  words  of  the  Address  are — 

"  The  House  sympathises  with  the  regret  with 
which  Her  Majesty  has  observed  the  complaints 
which  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land, 
and  beg  to  assure  Her  Majesty  of  the  sympathy 
with  which  they  hear  that  Her  Majesty  greatly 
laments  that  any  portion  of  Her  subjects  should 
be  fufRsring  distress ;  while  it  is  a  source  of  sin- 
eere  gratification  to  Her  Majesty  to  witness  the 
inoreased  eigoyment  of  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life  which  cheapness  and  plenty  have  be- 
stowed upoti  the  great  body  of  Her  people." 


Now,  the  Amendment  proposed  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  That  we  regret,  however,  to  be  compelled 
humbly  to  represent  to  Tour  BCajesty  that  in  numy 
parts  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  especially  in 
Ireland,  the  various  cluaes  of  Your  BCajeaty's 
subjects  connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
are  labouring  under  severe  distress,  mainly  appli- 
eable,  in  our  opinion,  to  recent  legislative  enact- 
ments,  aggravated  by  the  pretinre  of  local  taxa- 
tion." 

Now,  I  own  I  do  not  see  in  those  words, 
except  as  they  relate  to  Ireland,  any  ma- 
terial difference  from  the  words  proposed 
in  the  Address.  ["  Read,  read  !  "j  I  will 
not  read  the  words  again,  but  I  have  read 
those  words  which  were  said  to  be  inserted 
with  a  view  of  insulting  the  agricoltoral 
interest.  We  say  in  the  Address,  that  we 
sympathise  with  Her  Majesty  in  greatly 
regretting  that  any  portion  of  Her  sub- 
jects should  be  suffering  distress;  and  the 
Amendment  says  that  there  are  certam 
classes  suffering  severe  distress.  But  an- 
other question  is  raised  in  this  matter.  It 
appeared  to  us,  much  as  we  should  have 
rejoiced  in  an  opportunity  of  advising  Her 
Majesty  to  declare  the  opinions  we  enter- 
tain with  respect  to  the  recent  commereial 
policy,  that  the  time  was  not  a  fit  one  to 
propose  that  that  expression  of  opinion 
should  fall  from  Her  Majesty.  It  has  al- 
ways appeared  to  us,  that — in  conformity 
to  recent  custom  with  regard  to  matters  of 
legislation,  upon  which  Parliament  may 
have  to  give  an  opinion  in  the  conrse  of 
the  Session  —  it  is  better  to  resenre  those 
questions  upon  the  first  night  of  the  Ses- 
sion, and  rather  to  give  an  opinion  as  to 
the  actual  state  of  the  country,  than  to  at- 
tribute that  legislation  to  any  acts  of  the 
Crovemment.  But  the  Amendment  does 
not  take  that  course.  The  Amendment 
goes  on  to  say,  that  this  distress  is 

— "  mainly  attributable  in  our  opinion  to  recent 
legislative  enactments,  the  operation  of  which  if 
aggravated  by  the  pressure  of  local  taxation." 

Now,  I  must  say,  if  I  had  thought  it  right 
to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  give  any  opinion 
with  regard  to  recent  legislation,  I  should 
have  advised  that,  in  saying  "  it  is  a  source 
of  sincere  gratification  to  Her  Majesty  to 
witness  the  increased  enjoyment  of  the  ne- 
cessaries and  comforts  of  life  which  cheap- 
ness and  plenty  have  bestowed  upon  the 
great  body  of  Her  people,"  I  should  have 
been  disposed  to  add,  that  "  having  greater 
enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  had  comforts 
of  life  was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to 
the  recent  legislation  of  Her  Pariiament." 
Nothing  would  have  pleased  me  better  than 
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to  brmg  to  the  test  at  once  tbe  question  of 
whether  that  legislation  was  calculated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  or  not;  hut  I  did 
not  think  it  respectful  to  those  who  advo- 
cate a  different  opinion.  I  was  in  hopes 
at  least  that  we  might  be  able  by  the 
Amendment  to  bring  the  question  to  the 
test;  some  have  declared  they  were  also; 
hut  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  seems  to  entertain  a  different  opin- 
ion. With  regard  to  one  subject  upon 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  dilated  at 
considerable  length,  I  rather  think  he  must 
haTe  one  apprehension  which  I  should  be 
glad  entirely  to  remove.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman speaks  of  the  heavy  taxation  upon 
the  raw  material,  meaning  the  land  of  this 
country.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  about 
to  propose  an  increase  of  the  land  tax. 
Now,  it  is  not  for  me  to  inform  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  House  of  the  nature 
of  the  Cabinet  secrets;  but  with  regard 
to  those  mysterious  Cabinets  to  which  he 
has  alluded,  and  which  mysterious  Cabi- 
nets are  generally  held  every  autumn,  I 
can  assure  him,  without  telling  him  any 
secret,  that  there  did  not  issue  out  of  any 
of  those  Cabinets  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  to  increase  by  a 
single  penny  the  present  land  tax.  I  dare 
say  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  afraid  that  we 
might  have  adopted  a  certain  plan  which  has 
been  much  discussed  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  has  excited  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion* which  proposes  by  a  very  large  aug- 
mentation of  the  land  tax  to  get  an  enor- 
mous sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of  easing 
the  landed  interest,  and  at  the  same  time 
najing  off  a  large  portion  of  the  national 
debt.  The  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  ap- 
prehend that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  resolved 
to  get  hold  of  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation — an  error  from  which  he  might 
easily  be  saved,  by  considerations  of  the 
moat  obvious  kind.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  present  state  of  the  landed  interest, 
we  mnst  consider — and  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  night  I  will  endeavour  not  to  do  it  at 
anj  great  length — we  must  consider,  I 
nj,  a  little  both  what  has  passed,  what  is 
now  present  before  us,  and  what  is  likely 
to  be  the  fnture  condition  of  land.  Now, 
I  considered  ten  years  ago,  that,  with  the 
great  increase  of  our  population,  with  the 

Kt  riralry  there   was    in   the  various 
ehea  of  manufacture,  with  the  neces- 
rilj  fiir  employing  that  great  increase  of 


population,  we  might  some  day  or  other 
find  the  increase  of  population  was  out  of 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  means  of 
disposing  of  their  industry;  and  I,  there- 
fore, entertained  a  strong  disposition  to 
effect  a  compromise  on  the  question  of  the 
corn  laws — a  compromise  by  which  protec- 
tion might  be  somewhat  reduced  without 
admitting  too  large  a  quantity  of  foreign 
com.  Such  a  change  1  did  believe  would 
not  have  borne  too  hard  upon  the  landed 
interest,  because  I  had  no  intention  that 
the  change  should  be  effected  at  once,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  should  be  gradually 
introduced.  That  proposition,  as  we  all 
very  well  remember,  did  not  find  favour 
with  the  landed  interest,  but  it  did  meet 
with  favour  from  those  who  called  for  a 
total  repeal  of  the  com  laws,  or  who,  up 
to  that  time  at  least,  were  loud  in  making 
that  demand.  Those,  I  say,  who  were  for 
total  abrogation  would  then  have  been  con- 
tent with  the  proposition  which  I  at  that 
time  regarded  as  a  fitting  compromise  on 
the  question  of  the  corn  laws;  and  then 
that  body  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site considered  to  be  so  formidable  —  I 
mean  the  Anti-Cora-Law  League — would 
at  once  have  dissolved  itself.  If  our  pro- 
position had  been  agreed  to,  the  League 
would  have  proceeded  no  further.  How- 
ever, the  landed  interest  would  not  hear  of 
it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1 845  we  came 
to  the  conclusion,  and  the  Government  of 
the  day  came  to  the  same  conclusion  about 
the  same  time,  that  it  was  no  longer  pos- 
sible to  make  any  compromise  upon  the 
subject,  but  that  the  corn  laws  ought  to 
be  altogether  repealed,  and  that  at  no  dis- 
tant time.  Parliament  has  done  that. 
About  a  year  ago  the  repeal  actually  took 
effect,  and  we  are  now  paying  a  duty 
which  gives  a  con&iderable  sum  to  the  re- 
venue; but  still  it  is  not  onerous  to  the 
consumer,  and  the  people  of  this  country 
have  the  benefit  of  procuring  food  upon  the 
cheapest  terms  that  it  can  be  procured. 
That  being  the  case,  we  have  to  consider, 
after  a  very  short  experience  it  is  true,  but 
still  after  a  year's  experience,  what  is  the 
present  state  of  the  country  with  that  en- 
tire freedom  in  the  article  which  is  the 
main  subsistence  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  Why,  if  we  look  at  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  we  see  that  they 
have  increased.  If  we  look,  first,  to  the 
condition  of  the  main  body  of  the  people, 
as  represented  by  returns  from  the  poor- 
law,  we  find  that  of  ablebodied  poor  there 
was  no  less  a  diminution  than  30,000  oU 
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the  1st  of  January,  oompared  with  th^  cor- 
responding period  of  last  jear;  if  we  look 
p>  the  retjurns  of  pur  shipping,  we  find  our 
^hip{Mng  has  much  increased;  if  we  look 
to  the  exports,  we  find  an  increase  of 
10.000,00W.  in  1849  over  the  year  1848; 
^nd  If  we  look  to  various  other  sources  of 
wealth,  we  find  that  upon  many  of  them  the 
ACQOunts  are  exceedingly  satisfactory.  If 
we  look  to  the  returns  from  that  great 
branph  of  the  reveuue  the  Expise,  which 
iM  supposed  to  be  an  index  to  the  state  of 
comfort  of  the  people,  we  find  that  revenue 
has  increased  and  that  it  shows  an  im- 
proved condition  of  the  population.  1  must 
Bay  likewise  tbat  1  hear  from  all  parties, 
and  I  receive  letters  daily  informing  me  of 
it,  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  are 
obtaining  the  advantages  of  cheapness  and 
plenty,  and  that  they  are  now  in  a  better 
condition  than  they  have  been  for  many 
years  before.  If  ^hat  is  a  true  account  of 
the  state  of  the  country,  is  this  a  moment 
when  the  Government  ought  to  say,  **  We 
desire  now  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to 
jBdter  the  law  upon  which  we  had  agreed  V* 
I  must  say  I  always  considered,  that 
was  a  reason  for  wishing  for  a  compro- 
mise, that  there  could  hardly  be  a  transi- 
tion from  a  state  of  extreme  restriction  to 
complete  freedom  of  commerce  in  the  arti- 
cle of  food,  without  very  considerable  suf- 
fering on  the  part  of  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land.  That  suffering  has  come;  but  1 
must  say  it  has  not  come  in  so  aggra- 
vated a  shape  as  1  should  have  expected. 
[•'Hear,  hear  I"]  Well,  now,  with  re- 
gard to  price.  Look  back  to  the  extremely 
uneasy  and  troubled  period  with  regard  to 
this  subject,  which  has  extended  ever  since 
your  enactments  in  1815.  What  were  the 
complaints  of  the  agricultural  interest  in 
1822  ?  Did  we  not  hear  then  of  farms 
being  given  up,  of  farmers  being  unable  to 
live  upon  the  produce  of  their  farms  ? 
What  did  we  hear  in  the  year  1836  ? 
During  1835,  the  price  of  com  fell  until, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  had  fallen  to 
36«.  a  quarter.  That  price,  be  it  observed, 
is  4s.  od,  a  quarter  under  the  present 
price,  with  all  the  importations  that  have 
taken  place.  But  then  1  see  it  has  been 
repeated  over  and  over  again  in  the  coun- 
try, "Yes,  but  in  1835  there  was  no  fo- 
reign importation;  and,  although  the  far- 
mer got  368,  a  quarter,  that  was  all  for 
English  wheat,  because  no  foreign  wheat 
was  imported."  If  the  case  was  that  we 
have  this  year  a  very  deficient  harvest,  I 
could  understand  the  farmers  saying  that, 


with  a  deficient  harvest,  and  having  0qlj 
a  small  quantity  of  produce  to  dispose  of, 
it  is  hard  upon  us  to  receive  ouly  36^.;  bvU 
if  the  case  is  the  contrary,  if  the  harvest 
has  been  abundant,  more  nearly  resem- 
bling that  of  1835  than  that  of  any  recent 
year,  I  again  say,  **  What  does  it  matter 
to  the  farmer  when  he  goes  into  the  naar- 
ket  and  receives  40s.  a  quarter  fer  hifl 
corn,  whether  the  person  who  aells  another 
quarter  of  corn  for  40^.,  is  a  nMUi  from  the 
next  parish,  the  next  county,  or  from  a 
neighbouring  kingdom,  or  one  who  bringa 
his  flour  over  the  Atlantic  from  the  United 
States?"  What  does  it  matter  to  the 
farmer  with  whom  he  competes  if  his  price 
is  equal  to  that  which  his  competitors  ob- 
tain ?  I  have  heard  hon.  Gentlemen^  one 
after  the  other,  lamenting  that  we  have 
received  12,000,000  quarters  of  different 
kinds  of  com,  and  that  we  have  received 
upwards  of  4,000,000  quarters  of  wheat  in 
the  course  of  last  year.  But  they  are 
obliged  to  add  that  nearly  the  whole  has 
been  consumed.  I  cannot,  therefore,  sym- 
pathise with  that  complaint.  I  say  if  the 
people  of  England  have  enjoyed  a  greater 
command  of  the  great  necessaries  of  life, 
if  working  men  are  able  to  purchase  their 
loaf  of  bread  cheap,  if  they  have  consumed 
a  great  quantity,  and  after  all  the  price  is 
higher  than  that  which  they  paid  in  1 835, 
when  protection  existed,  I  own  I  cannot 
sympathise  with  complaints  of  great  im- 
ports. Upon  the  contrary,  I  rejoice  that 
the  means  of  consumption  have  increased. 
But  there  is  another  consideration.  It  is 
one  into  which  I  certainly  cannot  go  at 
length,  and,  therefore,  I  must  leave  it  for 
hon.  Gentlemen's  consideration.  I  do  not 
believe  there  has  ever  been  one  instance  of 
a  great  trade  being  opened  which  had  been 
previously  restricted  into  which  there  was 
not  immediately  a  great  rush;  where  the 
abundant  surplus  capital  of  this  country 
and  its  speculative  spirit,  were  not  direct^ 
immediately  towards  that  trade;  and  where 
you  have  not  found,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  was  a  very  great  abundance  of  the 
articles  supplied,  and  where,  in  the  next 
place,  many  persons  have  been  disappointed 
with  their  speculations,  and  the  trade  has 
afterwards  gone  on  in  a  less  profuse  man- 
ner. That  was  the  case  with  the  opening 
of  the  markets  of  South  America;  it  was 
the  case  with  the  opening  of  the  China 
market  when  the  East  India  Company's 
monopoly  was  done  away  with;  it  has  been 
the  case,  I  believe,  to  a  great  extent,  with 
regard  to  the  corn  trade;  and  from  all  that 
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I  kear,  many  of  those  penons  who  have 
introduced  com  into  this  country  have 
been  loaers  and  not  gainers  by  their  trans- 
actiona.  If  that  has  been  the  case,  I  think 
it  Terr  probable — I  will  not  say  certain, 
for  I  do  not  like  to  predict  in  these  mat- 
tera— ^whatever  may  be  the  case  for  the 
jMxt  five  or  six  months,  that  we  shall  have 
higher  prices  than  we  have  had  for  the 
l|Wt  aii:  months.  But  there  is  another 
eoasideraiion,  with  reference  to  all  the 
caleulAtions  that  are  made,  with  which  one 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for 
North  Lincolnshire,  favoured  us  to-night, 
iiaiiiely»  with  regard  to  the  balance  of  pro- 
fit and  loss.  Supposing  that  the  price  of 
com  was  to  be  permanently  a  good  deal 
lower  than  that  which  it  has  been  for  the 
last  ten  years,  it  is  obvious  that  upon  the 
beginning  of  a  change,  every  charge  upon 
A  ftrm,  the  fixed  charges  for  live  stock 
and  wages,  having  been  all  calculated  upon 
ilbe  previous  average  price  of  corn,  there 
iroold  be  a  very  considerable  outlay,  and 
that  outlay  would  not  be  repaid  by  the 
produce  of  the  farm  in  the  first  year  of 
the  change.  But  supposing  a  farmer  to 
hsfpn  after  that  change  has  permanently 
taken  place,  why  then  all  those  articles  on 
which  ne  is  afterwards  to  count,  on  which 
a  profit  it  afterwards  to  be  gained,  he  ob- 
tains at  that  lower  rate,  and  he  is  then  to 
a^ke  a  new  calculation,  first,  as  to  the 
ezpenaea  of  his  farm,  and  then  as  to  the 
remuneration  he  obtains,  and  the  prices  of 
his  produce.  Now  that  calculation  has 
not  yel  been  made;  all  the  calculations  we 
have  heardf  go  on  the  supposition  that  his 
expenses  are  to  be  calculated  on  the  aver- 
Bgb  price  of  the  last  ten  years,  but  that 
the  sale  of  the  produce  is  to  be  calculated 
on  the  average  of  the  last  six  months.  So 
hr  all  these  calculations  are  deficient  in 
supposing  prices  to  be  permanently  rc- 
dnoed,  and  we  shall  have  to  make  fresh 
cahndations  as  to  the  price  of  the  produce. 
rilr.  Christopher  :  I  made  allowance  for 
that.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  made  an  al- 
lowanee  with  respect  to  some  articles,  but 
widi  respect  to  others  he  did  not.  But 
lopking  at  the  present  state  of  the  ques- 
tioVt  I  will  ask  the  House  to  consider — be* 
canae  that,  after  all,  is  the  real  question— <- 
lAether  we  are  to  take  the  first  step  to  a 
Xftarn  to  protection.  We  have  been  told 
that  it  is  impossible  this  country  should 
fcurish  otherwise  than  with  protection, 
a^d  that  we  must  sooner  or  later  return  to 
that  fljstem.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
pluiia  whieh  have  been  framed  for  relief  to 


the  agricultural  interest,  by  taking  off 
taxes  which  affect  them-^I  do  not  believe 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  made  a  pro** 
position  of  that  kind,  even  if  it  were  to  be 
carried  to  the  utmost  extent  they  wish, 
would  confer  the  benefit  upon  the  farmers 
which  they  expect.  The  question  then  is, 
whether  you  could  confer  it  by  returning 
to  protection.  And  let  me  ask  the  House 
to  observe  the  position  in  which  we  are 
placed.  The  question  is  not  as  to  keeping 
up  a  restriction  which  exists;  its  conditions 
have  been  totally  changed  since  the  com 
laws  were  repealed.  This  question  comes 
to  that  fundamental  one — should  you  by 
Act  of  Parliament  procure  a  price  for  one 
article  of  produce  of  sale  different  fr<»n  that 
which  the  producer  would  otherwise  obtain 
in  the  market  ?  Now,  Sir,  that  is  a  ques- 
tion, with  respect  to  an  article  of  this  kind, 
of  the  utmost  importance  and  of  the  utmost 
delicacy.  If  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  to  say, 
I  want  more  revenue  from  silk-— supposing 
that  revenue  were  wanted,  and  we  had  not 
means  sufficient  in  the  Exchequer — some 
might  complain  that  the  price  of  silk  was 
raised;  some  might  even  say  that  it  was  a 
protection  to  the  silk  manufacturer  of  this 
country;  but  there  would  be  a  great  body 
of  persons  who  would  be  seriously  affected 
by  that  deamess  of  the  silk  manufacture. 
But  this  is  a  question  which  does  not  con- 
cern merely  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land,  or  even  the  farm  labourers,  if  you 
suppose  them  to  have  an  interest  identical 
with  the  owners  of  the  land;  it  is  a  ques- 
tion which  concerns  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  And  I  must  say  I  wonder  to  see 
the  limited  view  which  somo  of  those  who 
have  procured  the  convocation  of  public 
meetings  in  this  country  have  taken  of  the 
subject.  I  saw  that  a  noble  Lord,  in  ad- 
dressing a  meeting  in  the  county  of  Down, 
complained  that  he  could  not  obtain  a  ma- 
jority at  the  meeting  he  had  called,  because 
persons  who  had  no  stake  in  the  country 
had  intruded  themselves  on  the  lieges,  and 
given  an  opinion  on  the  question.  Why, 
Sir,  in  this  question  every  man  has  the 
right  to  give  an  opinion.  There  is  not  a 
man,  woman,  or  child  who  has  not  an  in- 
terest in  the  question;  and  if  yon  were  to 
put  on  a  duty  which  you  would  say  would 
raise  the  price  of  com  one  shilling,  or 
eighteenpence,  or  two  shillings  the  bushel, 
every  man  would  count  the  shilling,  or 
eighteenpence,  or  two  shillings  of  wheat 
which  he  would  have  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  family  in  addition  to  that  which 
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he  pays  at  the  present  day.  Now,  are  you 
ready  to  face  that  question?  Are  you 
ready  to  face  the  discontent  which  you 
would  presently  awaken?  And  ohserve 
this,  you  would  be  considered  responsible 
not  only  for  the  effect  which  your  law 
might  produce  in  raising  the  price  of  com, 
but  for  every  accidental  rise  which  the 
course  of  the  seasons,  or  the  inadequacy  of 
supply  from  foreign  countries,  might  pro- 
duce even  in  the  present  rates.  Supposing 
you  leave  this  law  to  its  operation,  if  the 
price  of  com  rise  from  40s,  to  45«.,  or  to 
oOs.,  no  man  in  the  country  will  have  a 
right  to  complain,  and  I  believe  no  man  in 
the  country  will  complain.  They  will  say, 
"  Justice  has  been  done  us;  we  have  the 
com  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  procured ;  and  if 
the  price  of  bread  is  dear  this  week,  and 
we  must  consume  less  of  it  than  usual,  at 
least  we  have  no  fault  to  find  with  our  Le- 
gislature for  making  it  dear.*'  But  if  you 
had  a  rise  in  price  from  40«.  to  4:5s.  or 
50s »f  after  you  had  passed  a  new  law  regu- 
lating the  importation  of  food,  depend  upon 
it  that  the  discontent  will  be  deep  and  uni- 
versal. Some  hon.  Gentlemen  think  that 
we  sneer  at  the  landed  interest  because 
they  have  made  complaints.  I  acknow- 
ledge perfectly  their  right  to  make  com- 
plaints. When  any  Englishman  thinks  he 
is  suffering  hardship,  or  has  had  injustice 
done  to  him,  he  is  quite  right  to  make  his 
complaint,  and  to  make  it  as  loud  as  he 
thinks  proper,  that  he  may  obtain  redress 
from  what  he  deems  an  injustice.  Well, 
then,  in  the  case  1  have  been  supposing, 
you  will  have  complaints  loud  enough,  and 
frequent  enough,  assailing  Parliament  for 
imposing  an  additional  price  to  enhance 
the  cost  of  the  daily  food  of  the  people. 
Do  not  conceal  that  from  yourselves.  You 
would  be  ready  to  face,  no  doubt,  and  I 
believe  you  would  be  enabled  to  overcome, 
any  complaint  of  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  any  attacks  upon  the  House  of 
Lords  or  the  Crown,  as  institutions  which 
were  not  useful  to  the  country.  But  is  it 
not  much  wiser  not  to  put  these  matters 
into  question — not  to  raise  any  discussion 
upon  them  ?  Review  the  situation  in  which 
we  have  stood  during  the  last  two  years : 
have  our  institutions  been  assailed  ?  lias 
there  been  anything  beyond  the  lowest 
murmurs  amongst  the  people  in  general 
with  respect  to  the  nature  of  our  institu- 
tions ?  But  have  a  general  election  upon 
this  question  of  protection  before  the  coun- 
try— have  it  again  agitated  in  Parliament 
— who  can  say  what  subjects  may  not  be 


mixed  up  with  that  diseuBsion,  and  what 
institutions  you  may  not  be  called  upon  to 
defend  ?  Let  me  tell  you  it  is  far  wiser 
not  to  put  any  of  those  matters  into 
question.  Defend  them  you  can — defend 
them  you  will.  I  should  be  happy  to 
be  associated  with  yon  in  their  defence. 
But  this,  I  say,  is  the  course  of  pru- 
dence, to  continue  the  policy  that  you 
have  adopted,  not  to  raise  a  compliant 
amongst  the  people  by  favouring  a  par- 
ticular class.  By  establishing  a  legisla- 
tive price  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  yon 
would  cause  a  doubt  to  be  raised  as  to 
the  sympathy  of  the  Legislature  with  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  Well,  Sir,  if 
that  is  the  case,  I  beg  you,  the  owners  of 
land,  to  consider  your  present  position.  I 
do  not  know  any  higher  or  better  portion 
than  that  of  a  gentleman  in  England.  I 
think  it  is  Gibbon  who  says  he  thanks 
God  because  he  was  bom  an  Englishman, 
but  he  thanks  God  again  that  he  was  bom 
an  English  gentleman.  An  English  gen- 
tleman, possessing  an  estate  in  the  coan- 
try,  looked  up  to  by  his  neighbours,  able 
to  do  acts  of  beneficence  and  generosity  to 
those  about  him,  having  sufficient  business 
to  employ  his  time,  having  sufficient  leisure 
for  recreation  or  for  literature,  called,  if  he 
is  ambitious  of  a  seat  in  the  Legislature, 
to  take  a  part  in  the  most  stirring  political 
debates,  and  to  influence  the  fortunes  of 
his  country — I  say  such  a  man,  in  such  a 
position,  is  indeed  fortunate.  I  say  he 
would  do  most  rashly  if  he  were  to  risk 
that  position  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  a 
particular  class  an  advantage  by  legiuation 
which  other  classes  do  not  ask,  and  would 
not  obtain.  If  that  be  so,  then  I  ask  the 
House  to  be  contented  with  the  present 
state  of  our  legislation.  We  have  made  a 
great  change — a  great  change  which  is 
accompanied  by  distress  among  a  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Whatever  may  be  considered  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  or  any 'other  person, 
best  for  the  relief  of  that  distress,  with 
fairness  to  all  other  classes,  let  that  be  pro- 
posed, let  it  be  examined — accepted  if  use- 
ful, rejected  if  it  would  not  be  useful.  Bat 
do  not  attempt,  now  that  the  question  of 
protection  has  been  decided  by  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  those  who  in  that  Parliament 
gave  that  vote  for  the  destmction  of  pro- 
tection have  been  again  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  country  and  returned 
to  Parliament — do  not  attempt  by  a  fresh 
vote  to  disturb  that  settlement,  and  to 
make  it  matter  of  doubt  whether  your  de- 
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liberations  have  that  constancy,  that  firm- 
nesBy  and  that  regard  to  the  interests  of 
all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  which  it  is 
your  bonnden  duty  to  entertain.  Let  me 
add,  likewise,  that  my  belief  is,  that  the 
course  of  policy  begun  by  the  Legislature 
in  1842,  under  the  Administration  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  whom  I  now  see  opposite,  and 
continued  in  subsequent  years  both  by  his 
Administration  and  that  which  has  suc- 
ceeded him,  is  to  open  a  great  source  of 
peace  and  of  prosperity  to  this  country  and 
to  the  world.  1  belie?e  that  with  reference 
to  an  Act  which  we  passed  last  Session, 
ibr  tiie  repeal  of  the  navigation  laws,  we 
haTe  noTcr  sufficiently  known  what  benefits 
that  Act  may  procure  for  the  country. 
That  the  nations  of  the  world  should  be  in 
haste  to  follow  us,  is  what  I  never  ex- 
pected ;  that  with  respect  to  that  Act  in 
particular,  they  should  show  a  disposition 
to  follow  us,  is  what  I  am  happy  to  recog- 
oise.  But  if  you  say  now  that  you  doubt 
of  jour  own  decision,  that  you  are  about 
to  go  back  on  that  decision,  that  you  are 
about  to  resume  that  which  they  thought 
jon  had  discarded  as  an  erroneous  theory 
and  injurious  practice — expect  no  more 
Boch  benefits  from  the  reciprocal  goodwill 
of  foreign  nations-^^expect  them  to  be  con- 
firmed in  all  their  notions  of  the  benefits 
of  monopoly  and  restriction.  I  say,  then, 
that  by  your  decision  to-night  you  will 
not  only  exercise  great  influence  upon  the 
welfare  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
upon  the  fortunes  of  this  great  State; 
hat  you  will  likewise  decide  whether  your 
example  shall  be  beneficial  or  injurious 
to  the  world. 

Mr.  OOBDEN  :    Sir,  I  have  not  risen 
to  make  a  speech,  but  to  express  my  re- 

rt  that  there  is  not  an  occasion  afforded 
discussing  the  question  which  I  thought 
was  to  be  submitted  to  us  on  this  occasion. 
I  came  into  this  House  fully  convinced  that 
before  forty-eight  hours  had  elapsed,  an 
Opportunity  would  be  afforded  those  who 
are  supporters  of  protection,  and  those  who 
are  adTOcates  of  free  trade,  to  discuss  those 
two  principles  in  this  House.  I  must  say 
that  what  has  passed  in  the  country  has 
cooTiDced  me  of  the  necessity  of  having 
that  discussion  instantly  ^  for  I  cannot  shut 
BT  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  and 
inlnmitial  body  of  the  community  are  un- 
der an  impression  that  the  question  of  pro- 
tietum  and  free  trade  is  not  settled  in  this 
Bouse.     Any  one  who  has  had  his  eyes 

rfor  the  last  three  months  will  admit 
thero  has  been  an  amount  of  agitation 


in  this  country  sufficient  to  show  that  there 
is  a  very  intense  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
occupying  tenants  of  this  country,  a  large 
portion  of  the  agricultural  community — 
that  the  House  is  prepared  to  reconsider 
the  question  of  the  com  laws,  and  that  an 
injustice  has  been  done  to  a  portion  of  the 
community  which  this  House  will  remedy. 
It  has  been  said  that  that  movement  has 
been  a  movement,  not  of  the  landowners, 
but  of  the  farmers.  It  may  be  so;  but,  at 
all  events,  the  farmers  recognise,  as  their 
representatives  and  leaders  in  this  House, 
the  Gentlemen  whom  I  see  opposite,  and 
I  firmly  believe  that  they  are  under  an  im- 
pression that  a  very  large  body  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  come  to  this  House 
on  the  present  occasion  prepared  to  vindi- 
cate the  principles  which  they  believed  to 
be  just,  and  which  they  expect  to  see  car- 
ried out  in  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
I  must  say  that,  so  far  as  the  Government 
has  been  concerned,  there  has  been  no  dis- 
position to  palter  with  this  question,  and 
not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  meeting  it 
on  its  merits  at  the  very  opening  of  the 
Session.  For  it  has  been  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  has 
himself  alluded  to  it  in  no  very  kindly 
terms,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton, formerly  a  leading  member  of 
the  Anti-Com-Law  League,  and  who  an- 
nually brought  forward  a  Motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  com  laws,  was  put  forward 
to  move  the  Address  to  the  Crown,  thereby 
offering  a  distinct  and  unequivocal  negative 
to  the  principles  which  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite espouse.  I  must  also  say  that  in 
an  early  part  of  this  debate  a  considerable 
number  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  did 
take  a  fair  and  candid  course  on  this  ques- 
tion. They  have  not  hesitated  to  say  what 
their  objects  are;  they  have  not  dealt  in 
mystification;  they  have  not  attempted  to 
lead  us  away  from  the  question  before  us; 
they  have  been  peculiarly  abstinent  in  per- 
sonalities or  attempts  at  sarcasm.  They 
have  broadly  stated  that  protection  to  na- 
tive industry  is  desirable  and  necessary  for 
the  agriculturists  of  this  country,  and  they 
have  fairly  discussed  the  question.  But 
what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  has  altogether  changed 
the  character  of  the  debate;  he  has  totally 
altered  the  issue  of  our  coming  decision. 
For  he  has  told  us  that  the  question  before 
us  is  not  the  question  of  protection,  or  free 
trade — that  we  arc  not  on  this  occasion 
going  to  decide  whether  the  principle  of 
protection  to  native  industry  is  or  is  not  to 
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joqdcco.  ^c  k  I  tboQgfat  it  a  good  defini- 
-roo.  -cuneb.  £  did  not  do  m  withont  ic* 
.jsDwieii^zig'  !c  The  hon.  GentlemaB  said 
zoL  3BaL  -van  die  raw  material;  bat  be 
TPm  -rmhar.  ud  said  tbat  tbe  rav  male- 
etuiz:^  u  die  landowner,  and  tbat  no 
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5*C»e  ^Oii-.d  'Z^ili    Mle"^  -^    Z'-JJC'-r-i     - 
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•.-Tei::!.  :  'iitr^  :aa  :z.'ier5tac»i  ■▼uat  .■■•urw 
:ii«:!r  ttccua  ::  :z.^  HuU^e  xe&n  :u  :uke. 
I  3IUSC  *ar  ::!.«  .a  i  "♦:r'^  :*ja^tn:ent  "?^dJi 
jv  -vbica  lilt:  T.enuers  .i  a  ^a^rv  .ind 
'iieir  deader  niake  up  :u.'j'junis  a>i:e^:ier 
— yie  raniw-acd-die  ^-ing  one  ▼av.  ::ie 
leaiier  anuchcr:  and  :t  :*  !e:i  :o  their  •.'•'Q- 
ddin;X  partisans  jut  of  dours  :o  iecide  w-io 
is  prjoiotiD^  :heir  interest,  and  who  btjst 
represent*  uieir  principles.  The  aon.  )[em- 
ber  for  5uck:n«r*-iamshire  frequently  alluded 
to  what  ba:s  taken  niace  out  of  thi:*  Hou^k?. 
Tbe  bon.  Gentleman  out  of  this  House 
sometimes  makes  statements  of  a  personal 
character — sometimes  indulges  in  little  in- 
receives  and  personalities  which  he  does 
not  always  like  when  used  bj  other  parties. 
I  remember  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  at  a 
meeting  at  MarLow  some  time  ago,  stated 
that  a  couutT  meeting  was  not  a  proper 
place,  but  that  the  House  of  Commons  was 
the  proper  place,  for  discussing  the  ques-  ■ 
tion  of  free  trade  and  protection.  Well, 
here  I  am  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and 
not  in  Buckinghamshire,  anxious  to  argue  . 
with  him.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  talked 
of  every  subject  except  protection  to  na- 
tiyo  industry.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  not  fifty  times  over  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman referred  to  the  raw  material  of  land. 
1  havo  Honic  doubt  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  did  not  attribute  that  term  to  some- 
IwMly  on  thiH  side  of  (ho  House;  but,  for' 
iiiv  l^art.  I  8aw  that  the  term  had  boon 
«#ml    nt   Gn»Ht    Mnrlow,  and    T    certainly ' 


.^:  .'I  ^iniamenl  could  interfere  witb  bim 
z  -.z&  dsanmnq  of  it,  but  that  tbat  waa  a 
ie±?iurii  mitiT  between  bim  and  bis  tenanL 
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_z=  raid  iirriier.  tbat  we  should  reriae  tbe 
m  duu  raw  materiaL  Now  be 
11  •:ame  here  in  order  to  serre 
'^.e  TEzuLoi-dirmer;  but  bow  abolisbing  tax- 
^.iL  in  du  raw  material  can  bare  tbat 
rfbt:T.  I  un  Tcurly  at  a  loss  to  undentand 
— -ZAL  TTy-r  oxacerial  being,  as  be  told  tbe 
:rc^nn:;  jx  KirLiw,  tbe  legal  and  ezclosire 
^rerty  if  die  landowner.  What  I  under- 
c  Tiiizd  tiie  :Simers  to  say  is,  tbat  their  ca- 
-^i'.-^  a  iiminiiihin^ — tbat  is,  tbeir  floating 
Tikck  ^n  3iis  nw  material  is  daily  lessen- 
.z:;.  ind  ihey  want  a  law  tbat  will  raise 
'iir  irce  oc  iheir  prodace  so  as  to  save  this 
ivurji^  capital  from  being  entirely  ez- 
^asce«L  Tbe  bon.  Gentleman,  instead  of 
7 r^ rosing  a  measure  to  tbat  effect,  gives 
XA  some  ainu  of  a  proposition  wbicb  vill 
reduce  tiie  taxation  on  the  landowner's  raw 
3ia:eraL  Xow  I  think  tbat  eyerybody  in 
'Ji:s  House,  whatever  tbey  may  think  of 
free  rraJe.  or  protection,  will  admit  that  it 
is  moss  desirable  this  question  sboold  be 
settled  as  soon  as  possible.  I  aay  it  ad?i- 
sedlj.  that  no  honest  man  in  this  country 
can  desire  this  question  should  be  kept  over 
lon^r  than  it  can  possibly  be  avoided.  If 
there  be  any  party  or  any  indiyidnal  in  this 
House  who  wishes  to  make  protection  a 
stalking-horse  to  power,  without  any  seri- 
ous intention  of  ever  attempting  to  restore 
it — who  could  have  any  such  motive  as 
that  of  hoping  for  a  time — as  it  could  only 
be  for  a  time,  when  dealing  witb  so  muck 
intelligence  as  that  of  the  English  popula- 
tion— by  mystifying  this  question,  and  by 
pretending  to  advocate  protection,  when 
they  did  not  dream  of  the  possibility  of  ever 
returning  to  it — I  say  that  sucb  an  indivi- 
dual would  be  one  of  the  greatest  enemies 
that  the  British  farmer  could  have;  and  not 
merely  that,  but  be  would  be  tbe  greatest 
enemy  to  the  country  at  large,  because  we 
have  all  an  interest,  whether  we  are  farmers 
or  individuals  connected  with  trade  or  ma- 
nufactures, in  the  successful  operations  of 
agriculture.  Now,  I  have  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  my  fellow-countrymen  tbat  they 
can  accomplish  anything  that  it  is  posnble 
for  human  beings  to  accomplish,  if  you  only 
lot  thorn  know  what  it  is  tber  have  to  do. 
Put  if  Tou  tell  men,  who  are  sinking  from 
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want  of  exertion,  to  wait  with  their  arms 
folded,  until  some  other  power  does  that  for 
them  which  they  can  do  for  themselves, 
you  paralyse  their  industry,  and  render  the 
£nest  race  in  the  world  powerless  and 
helpless.  I  cannot  conceive  any  rational 
gnKmd  why  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
who  is  a  protectionist  landlord  should  act 
aa  they  have  heen  acting  lately — why  they 
■honld  be  running  about  the  country  dissa- 
tisfying the  farmers  with  their  land,  and 
disheartening  them  with  their  sole  pursuit 
in  life.  Is  it  possible  they  can  carry  on 
their  business  with  success,  or  escape  ruin, 
while  such  a  course  is  pursued  ?  Were 
there  ever  dealers  in  raw  material  before 
>vho  had  acted  so  foolishly  ?  There  is  an 
imsaTOury  simile  which  I  must  not  use  in  this 
Honae,  that  can  alone  apply  to  such  con- 
dnet,  and  those  who  wish  to  know  it  had 
hotter  go  to  Billingsgate  to  find  it.  You 
attt  not  only  decrying  the  value  of  your 
own  property,  but  you  appear  to  be  uncon- 
«ekras  ei  the  question  before  you.  The 
qnestion  of  free  trade  must  be  one  day  or 
other  decided;  and  decided,  as  all  rational 
men  know  it  will  be,  by  depriving  of  hope 
any  man  who  expects  by  coming  to  this 
House  to  get  the  price  of  his  produce  raised ; 
md  should  not  bon.  Gentlemen  see  that 
the  Tory  depreciation  which  they  now  seek 
to  eaet  on  their  land  will  be  returned  on 
the  audit  day  then  with  compound  in- 
terest. Is  there  no  sensible  or  rational- 
minded  being,  who  can  see  two  inches  be- 
fore his  nose,  to  tell  these  unfortunate, 
lds{gaided,  and  suicidal  landlords,  that  they 
are  going  the  best  possible  way  to  ruin 
diemseives  and  their  children  after  them  ? 
But  not  only  are  they  ruining  the  land, 
hot  they  seek  to  discredit  every  one  who 
wishes  to  show  that  it  can  be  cultivated 
more  euecessfiilly  than  it  has  been.  Does 
any  rational  and  benevolent  man  step  out 
from  the  walks  of  his  profession — like  Mr. 
-Hnstablet  but  they  seek  to  cry  down  his 
effoiia  at  improvement :  so  also  with  a 
worthy  man  in  Leadenhall- street,  who 
gam  down  to  Essex  to  see  what  can  be 
Itaade  oat  of  barren  heaths.  It  may  be 
Aalhe  eannot  show  in  his  accounts  a  debtor 
lad  erector  statement  to  satisfy  you  that 
he  ia  making  money  by  his  experiments;  but 
I  aak  yon  what  innovator  or  experimenter 
eter  amrtd  profits  from  first  experiments  ? 
What  manometurer,  I  ask,  ever  derived 
VoCt  from  a  first  discovery  ?  I  cannot, 
1  repeal,  nndwstand  on  what  rational  prin- 
elpk  these  hon.  Gentlemen  have  proceeded. 
I  $Af  why  the  noble  Marquess  the  Mem- 


ber for  Stamford  should  be  allowed  to  go  at 
large  about  the  country  telling  the  farmers 
that  they  cannot  carry  on  their  business, 
even  if  they  pay  no  rent  at  all  ?  I  should 
like  to  hear  some  of  the  conversations  that 
will  take  place  at  the  rent-audit  at  Belvoir 
Castle  next  autumn.  If  I  had  been  one 
of  the  territorial  aristocracy,  I  should  not 
like  to  have  one  near  me  preaching  such 
destructive  doctrines — I  should  expect  to 
hear  of  their  coming  back  to  me  in  a  very 
inconvenient  way  at  the  first  audit  day.  I 
am  not  going  to  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  House  at  this  late  hour  by  entering 
into  the  general  question  ;  but  what  I 
want  to  know  is,  when  we  are  to  have  this 
question  discussed  ?  I  thought  it  was  le- 
gitimately before  us  now;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  who  is  your 
leader,  has  told  us  that  the  question  is  not 
to  be  discussed  on  this  occasion.  But  this 
is  not  the  first  time  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men has  avoided  the  question  of  pro- 
tection. I  was  struck  last  Session 
with  the  systematic  and  cautious  way 
in  which  he  avoided  any  allusion  to  the 
question  of  protection ;  and  I  must  say  that 
it  comes  with  yery  bad  grace  from  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  should  deal  in  any  way 
but  the  most  direct  and  intelligible  with 
this  question,  because  there  is  no  one  in 
this  House  who  has  played  so  constantly 
the  part  of  censor  upon  others,  whom  he 
accused'  of  having  led  a  party  while  they 
were  secretly  convinced  that  that  party 
had  objects  which  could  not  be  accom- 
plished. Now,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  that  protection  can  only  be  settled 
in  this  House,  that  settlement  can  be 
effected,  not  by  sarcasm,  not  by  rhetoric, 
not  by  jesting,  but  by  solid  and  serious 
argument.  The  hon.  Member  was  fairly 
challenged  to  the  discussion  by  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton. There  never  was  a  speech 
which  more  fairly  challenged  to  that  dis- 
cussion than  the  speech  of  my  hon  Friend. 
If  the  principle  of  protection  was  ever 
again  to  be  established,  it  could  only  be  by 
the  same  process  by  which  the  com  laws 
were  repealed — by  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. There  had  been  enough  of  discus- 
sion out  of  the  House — there  had  been 
more  county  meetings  held,  and  that  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  too,  than  at  any  time 
since  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill.  The 
subject  was,  therefore,  ripe  for  discussion, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire 
was  responsible  for  introducing  it  to  this 
House ;  and  I  therefore  call  upon  him  to 
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do  it  at  once — ^to  give  notice  to-morrow  of 
the  time  when  he  intends  this  question  to 
be  discussed.  I  have  only  one  word  more. 
I  much  admire  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down.  The  noble 
Lord  has  taken  a  great  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  influences,  and  effects  of  free 
trade,  and  more  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  navigation  laws,  fiut  the  noble  Lord 
dropped  one  remark  in  reference  to  what 
was  now  an  historical  fact — relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Anti-Com-Law  League  and 
the  Ss.  duty.  The  noble  Lord  said  he 
knew  that  body  were  prepared  to  accept 
the  compromise.  Now,  having  myself 
been,  during  the  time,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  that  association,  I  think  it  is  but 
just  to  those  who  were  connected  with  me, 
as  well  as  to  myself,  to  say  that  they  did 
not  believe  that  proposition  would  effect  a 
compromise  or  settlement  of  the  question. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  would  not  have  allayed 
the  agitation  for  a  time;  but  I  believe  that 
the  principles  of  free  trade  had  taken  such 
deep  hold  on  the  public  mind  that  it  never 
would  have  been  set  at  rest.  And  I  would 
beg  to  call  the  noble  Lord's  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  whatever  he  might  have  done 
respecting  a  fixed  duty  in  1841,  the  time 
was  not  far  distant,  in  1846  and  1847, 
when  any  fixed  duty  must  have  been  scat- 
tered to  the  winds ;  and  therefore  I  believe 
that  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws — though 
it  was  a  measure  which  any  man  might 
have  been  emulous  of  achieving  —  was 
neither  to  be  attributed  to  the  noble  Lord, 
nor  to  the  Anti-Corn-Law  League,  nor  to 
the  statesman  who  was  the  author  of  the 
measure,  so  much  as  to  that  calamity  which 
befell  the  country  in  1846  and  1847.  I 
have  only  to  repeat  my  request,  my  solemn 
request  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire, as  he  values  the  interests  of  the 
farmers  of  England,  to  lose  no  time  in 
bringing  the  question  of  protection  fairly 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  DRUMMOND  said,  he  was  not 
going  to  make  a  speech  at  that  advanced 
hour  of  the  night,  or  rather  morning. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  declared  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  watch  the  conduct  of  those  Gentlemen, 
Members  of  that  House,  who  attended 
county  meetings  in  the  various  provinces, 
with  a  view  to  see  if  they  would  come 
forward,  and  here  in  that  House  avow  the 
sentiments  they  had  enunciated  from  the 
platform.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
called  on  the  farmers  of  England  to  watch 
them  to  see  if  they  would  utter  in  that 


House  what  they  did  not  fear  to  speak 
out  of  it.  Now,  he  begged  to  give  that 
hon.  Gentleman  notice  that  he  (Mr. 
Drummond)  was  then  foUj  prepared,  as 
he  would  be  on  any  future  occasion,  to 
justify  every  word  he  had  ever  spoken,  as 
well  as  to  go  into  the  broad  question  of 
protection  and  free  trade  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  would  not  insult  the 
feelings  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  hb  side  of 
the  question  by  appealing  to  them  to 
ascertain  if  they  were  not  equally  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  question,  for  he  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a  single  one  of  them 
that  was  not  prepared  and  anxious  to 
come  forward  and  justify  their  principles. 
Therefore,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  should  un- 
derstand the  ground  on  which  he  rested 
the  question,  he  would  say  he  cared  not 
comparatively  for  the  welfare  of  the  land- 
lord class,  but  he  accused  that  hon.  Gen- 
tleman of  wishing  to  sacrifice  the  English 
labourer  for  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
facturer and  the  foreigner.  That  was  his 
assertion;  and  after  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  question  at  issue  between 
them. 

Colonel  THOMPSON  rose,  amidst 
loud  calls  for  a  division.  He  said  it  was 
not  at  his  option  whether  he  addressed  the 
House  or  not ;  but  he  should  do  it  as 
briefly  as  the  temper  of  the  House  ap> 
peared  to  counseL  He  represented  a 
constituency  whose  interests  were  directly 
destroyed  by  the  principles  adyocated  on 
the  opposite  side ;  and  the  speakers  of 
that  side  had  furnished  him  with  his  text. 
The  protectionist  speakers  had  made  loud 
demands  for  justice.  He  would  ask  what 
would  be  thought  of  his  side,  if  the  people 
of  Bradford  had  stated  that  they  had  mills 
and  manufactories  which  only  wanted  one 
thing  to  make  them  go  on,  and  that  was 
a  duty  on  home-grown  com  ?  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  proceeded  to  say  he 
would  take  the  assistance  of  a  piece  of 
history,  given  by  a  clerical  wit  now  de- 
ceased. He  would  assure  the  House  it 
was  a  better  joke  than  had  been  uttered 
by  the  best  of  the  protectionist  orators 
that  night.  A  bishop  was  pressed  by  a 
set  of  hungry  followers  for  food,  and  he 
cried,  *'  Throw  out  to  them  the  dinners 
of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.'*  Now,  the 
protectionist  claim  was  to  throw  out  the 
dinners  of  the  people  of  Bradford,  and  he 
did  not  see  why  that  should  be  agreed  to 
without  the  stoutest  possible  opposition. 
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Appeal  had  been  made  to  the  righto  of 
lahonr.  Our  trade  is  to  make  goods  to 
he  exchanged  abroad  for  corn;  and  do  we 
not  labour?  He  would  now  go  to  the 
consequences  which  the  protectionists  had 
entailed  on  themselves  by  this  effort  to 
return  to  protection.  They  had  laid  open 
the  sore  place.  Manchester  with  14,000 
oonstitoento  sent  two  Members,  and  the 
Tower  Hamleto  with  15,000,  while  places 
under  the  influence  of  the  agriculturists 
Bent  two  Members  with  300.  The  pro- 
tectionisto  had  reiterated  their  assurances 
ihAt  they  would  never  give  over  till  they 
got  back.  Their  chances  of  getting  back 
were  therefore  dependent  on  their  pre- 
aenring  an  advantage  of  fifty  to  one  in  the 
representation.  He  wondered  where  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  was  eclips- 
ing himself ;  for  if  he  could  see  him  he 
would  ask  him  whether  this  was  not  the 
opportunity  to  cry  to  those  dogs  of  war 
he  was  reputed  to  have  under  his  control, 
'*  Up,  guards!  and  at  'em."  All  this 
woold  be  carefully  explained  in  those 
calmer  assemblies  which  were  the  first 
workshops  of  all  political  combinations. 
He  had  always  been  opposed  to  that  burn- 
ing of  the  regimental  books  which  had 
taken  place  in  one  powerful  association, 
cm  the  accidental  success  which  the  en- 
lightened and  conscientious  conduct  of  the 
Member  for  Tamworth  had  given  them  ; 
and  he  hoped  they  would  now  see  tho 
necessity  of  throwing  all  their  force  into 
the  new  line  he  had  pointed  out,  of  de- 
manding the  cessation  of  the  fifty-fold 
majority  of  the  agriculturists  in  the  repre- 
sentation. He  thanked  those  who  had 
•apported  him  in  gaining  the  hearing  ho 
had  had;  and  there  were  places  at  Brad- 
ford, and  larger  still  elsewhere,  where  any 
defecto  in  the  explanations  of  his  views 
eonld  be  amply  supplied. 

Question   put,  *'  That   those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  192;  Noes 
311:  Majority  119. 
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Smyth,  J.  G. 
Somerset,  Capt. 
Somerton,  Visct. 
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Stiutrt,  J. 
Start,  n.  G. 
Taylor.  T.  E. 
Thompson,  Aid. 
ThornhUl,  G. 
Tollemmehe,  J. 
TreTor,  boo.  G.  R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
VUlien,  hon.  F.  W.  C. 
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Waddington,  D. 
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Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
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West,  F.  R. 
Williams.  T.  P. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 
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Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
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TBLLimS. 
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Abdy,  T.  N. 
Acland,  Sir  T.  D. 
Adair,  II.  E. 
Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Alcock,  T. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Armstrong,  R.  B. 
Arundel  and  Surrey, 

Earl  of 
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Baines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
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Clifford,  II.  M. 
Cobden,  R. 
Cockbum,  A.  J.  E. 
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Coke,  hon.  E.  K. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Collins,  W. 


Copeland,  Aid. 
Cowan,  C. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Crowder,  R.  B. 
Cubitt,  W. 
Currie,  II. 
Currie,  R. 
Dalrymple,  Cspt. 
Dashwood,  Sir  G.  II. 
Davie,  Sir  H.  R.  F. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Denison,  £. 
Denison,  J.  £. 
Devereux,  J.  T. 
Divett,  E. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douro,  Marq.  of 
Drumlanrig,  Visct. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  Visct. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dnncuft,  J. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hen.  Sir  D. 
Ebrington,  Visct. 
Ellice,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Ellis,  J. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Emlyn,  Visct. 
Enfield,  Viset. 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
Evans,  Sir  D.  L. 
Evans,  J. 
Evans,  W. 
Ewart,  W. 
Pagan,  W. 
Fergus,  J. 
Ferguson,  Col. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  H. 
Fitwilliam,  hon.  G.  W. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
Fortesene,  C. 
Fortescue,  hon.  J.  W. 
Fox,  R.  M. 
Fox,  W.  J. 
Freestun,  Col. 
Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Gladstone,  rt.  hn.  W.  E. 
Glyn,  G.  C. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 


GreeAall,  G. 
Greene,  J. 
GrenfeU,  G.  P. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  6. 
Grey,  R.  W, 
GroBvenor,  Lord  R^ 
Gueft,  Sir  J. 
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Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Headlam,  T.  £. 
Heald,  J. 
Heathcoat,  J. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W« 
Henry,  A. 

Herbert,  rt.  hon.  ^. 
Hervey,  Lord  A. 
Heywood,  J. 
Heyworth,  L. 
Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Hodges,  T.  T. 
Hogg,  Sir  J.  W. 
Hollond,  R. 
Horsman,  E. 
Howard,  Lord  E. 
Howard,  hon.  C.  W.  G. 
Howard,  hon.  J.  K. 
Howard,  hon.  £.  G.  G. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hume,  J. 
Humphery,  Aid. 
Jackson,  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J. 
Keppel,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Kildare,  Marq.  of 
King,  hon.  P.  J.  L. 
Labouohere,  rt.  hon.  Hr 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lewis,  rt.  hon.  Sir  T.  F. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  CoL 
Littleton,  hon.  £.  R. 
Loch,  J. 
Locke,  J. 
Lockhart,  A.  E. 
Loveden,  P. 
Lushington,  C. 
Alackinnon,  W.  A. 
M'CulUgh,  W.  T. 
M'Gregor,  J. 
M'Taggart,  Sir  J, 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Maitland,  T. 
Mangles.  R.  D. 
Marshall,  J.  G. 
Marshall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Martin,  S. 
Mastenaan,  J. 


MHOewn,  A. 
MatlMflOO,  J. 
Katkesoo,  CoL 
Maale,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Melgond,  Visot. 
BGkier,  W.  M.  £. 
MihiM,  R.M. 
MUton,  Yiaet. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Mo&tt,  G. 
MoleBWonh,  Sir  W. 
MomeU,  W. 
Morisoil,  Sir  W. 
Mostjn,  hoQ.  E.  M.  L» 
Mowatt,F. 
Malgrsre,  Eail  of 
Mnnti,  6.  F. 
Mure,  Ool. 
Nofreys,  Lord 
O'Connell,  M. 
CConnon,  M.  J. 
0|^e,  S.  G.  H. 
Ord,  W. 
Osundd,  A. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Pi^et,  Lord  0. 
Paget,  Lord  O. 
PakingtOB,  SnrJ. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmerston,  Yitot. 
Parker,  J. 
Pearson,  G. 
Pecbell,  Sir  6.  B. 
Peel,  rft.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  Col. 
Ped,F. 

PeUuun,  hon.  D.  A. 
Pernset,  R. 
Peto,  S.  M. 
Pigott,  F. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  0. 
Power,  Ufw 
Power,  N. 
Price,  Sir  R. 
Pughf  D. 
Rawdon,  CoL 
Reid,  CoL 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Rieurdo,0. 
Rioe,  E.  R. 
Rich,  H. 

Robotes,  T.  J.  A. 
Roebnek,  J.  A. 
Romilly,  Sir  J. 
Rombold,  C.  E. 
RosseU,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  Immi.  E  S. 
Russen,  F.  C.  H. 
Rutherford,  A. 
Salwey.CoL 
Sandan,  O. 
Sandars,  J. 
Scholefield,  W. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
ScuUt,  F. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shafto,  R.  D. 
SbeiL  rL  hon.  R.  L. 
Shelburae,  Eat  of 
Sheridu,  R,  & 
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Simeon,  J. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Smjtlw,  hon.  G. 
Somerrille,  rt.hn.  Sir  W. 
Stansfleld,  W.  R.  G. 
SUnton,  W.  H. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Stnart,  Lord  D. 
Stnart,  Lord  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Tanored,  H.  W. 
Teniflon,  £.  EL. 
Tennent,  R.  J. 
Thesiger,  Sir  F. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Thompson,  G. 
Thomely,  T. 
Towneley,  J. 
Townshend,  Capt. 
Trelawny,  J.  S. 
Turner,  G.  J. 
Tynte,  CoL  G.  J.  K. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 


Vemey,  Sir  H. 
Villiers,  Visct. 
Villiers,  hon.  G. 
Vivian,  J.  H. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walmaley,  Sir  J. 
Walter,  J. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Wellesley,  Lord  G. 
Westhead,  J.  P. 
WiUcox,  B.  M. 
Williams,  J. 
WiUyams,  H. 
Williamson,  Sir  H. 
Wilson,  J. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wood,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Wood,  W.  P. 
Wortley,  rt.  hon.  J.  S, 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
Wyld,  J. 
WyvUl,  M. 
Toung,  Sir  J. 

TELLERS. 

Tufoell,  H. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 


Main  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
The  House   adjourned   at  Two  o'clock 
tin  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  February  4,  1850. 

Mmoras.]      Took  the    Oa/A«.— The   Earl  of  Lanesbo- 


PmLic  Bills.    !<>  Bantnipt  Law  Comolidation  ;  Eoded- 
■iliail  CommiitioD. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The  LORD  CHAMBERLAIN  (the 
Marquess  of  Breadalbane)  acquainted 
tiie  House  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  return  the  following  most 
graciouB  Answer  to  their  Lordships' 
Address : — 

"  Mt  Lords, 
**  I  thank  yon  for  yonr  loyal  and  dutiful  Ad- 


**  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  Me  to  receive  such 
t&  Aminuioe  of  your  Feelings  on  the  Loss  which 
the  Rojal  Family  and  the  whole  Nation  have 
SMteined  by  the  Death  of  Uer  Majesty  Queen 


**  It  will  be  My  Study  to  promote  the  Welfare 
ef  Mj  People,  and  to  watch  over  the  important 
Interaste  confided  to  My  Care." 

On  the  Motion  of  the  LORD  CHAN- 
CBLLORy  Her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Answer  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon 
Ae  Joomala  of  the  House. 

TOL.  CVIII.    {JiS} 


AFFAIRS  OF  GREECE— BLOCKADE. 

Lord  STANLEY  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  their  Lordships 
to  a  matter  which  appeared  to  him  of  suf- 
ficient  importance   to    warrant   its   being 
brought  under  their  consideration  for  such 
explanations  as  Her  Majesty's  Government 
might  bo  able  to  afford.     When  he  took 
occasion  the  other  night  to  comment  upon 
the  terms  in  which  Her  Majesty  was  ad- 
vised to  address  Parliament  in  respect  to 
her  foreign  relations,  he  certainly  did  not 
anticipate  that  within  a  period  of  four-and- 
twenty   hours  a  yery  extraordinary  light 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  state  of  the 
peace  and  amity  in  which   Her  Majesty 
continued  in  her  foreign  relations.     It  was 
with  considerable   surprise,   and   with  no 
less  regret,  that,  either  on  Friday  or  Satur- 
day morning,  he  found  through  the  ordi- 
nary channels  of  information  an  event  had 
occurred  of  no  inconsiderable  importance, 
in  which,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  we  had 
proceeded  to  acts  of  injustice  and  violence 
against  a  friendly  foreign  Power,  or  rather, 
he   should  say,   a   weak  friendly  foreign 
State,  the  very  weakness  of  which  State 
should  have  been  the  strongest  inducement 
upon  our  part  to  exercise  the  greatest  for- 
bearance, whose  peculiar  position  rendered 
any  misunderstanding  with  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  Greece  a  matter  of  more  import- 
ance than  it  might  be  from  the  importance 
of  the  State  itself.     If  he  were  correctly 
informed,   it    appeared   that    the   British 
squadron  upon  its  return  from  what   he 
could  not  but  consider  an  ill-advised  expo- 
dition  to  the  Dardanelles — upon  which  he 
would  not  now  say  a  word — landed  upon 
the  coast  of  Greece.     Immediately  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  the  British  Minis- 
ter at  Athens,  Sir  Thomas  Wyse,  called 
upon  the  Greek  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, accompanied  by  Admiral  Parker,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  Admiral  informed 
him  he  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
quiring a  categorical  answer  and  assent 
to  the  demands  which  had  been  for  some 
time  subsisting  on  the  part  of  certain  Bri- 
tish subjects,   within  the  period  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours.     And  if  he  (Lord  Stan- 
ley) were  not  misinformed,  the  Minister 
was  told  that  the  British  fleet  was  there 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  submission. 
The  demand  was  addressed  to  a  Minister 
who  had  held  the  seals  of  office  for  only  a 
very  short  period.     It  had  reference  not  to 
great  international  questions,  not  even  to 
the  question  which  had  occasioned  so  much 
discussion  and  difficulty,  the  repayment  by 
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Greece  of  the  loans  she  had  received  from 
this  country,  hut  to  transactions  which  ap- 
peared to  him  of  a  Terj  immaterial  and 
insignificant  character,  involying  claims  of 
redress  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have 
heen  committed  upon  individuals  claiming 
to  he  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
sovereignty,  some  of  which  he  helieved  had 
actually  heen  settled,  whilst  others  were 
in  course  of  settlement,  waiting  for  deci- 
sion hy  the  legal  tribunals.  At  all  events 
he  hoped  the  details  given  of  these  facts  in 
some  of  the  newspapers  would  be  found  to 
have  been  grossly  exaggerated.  He  hoped 
it  was  impossible  that  any  British  Minister 
could  use  such  expressions  as  those  in  an- 
swer to  an  objection  as  to  the  injustice  of 
the  course  pursued,  that,  "just  or  not,  the 
demand  must  be  complied  with;**  and  in 
answer  to  a  requisition  for  further  delay, 
until  time  could  be  afforded  to  the  Minister 
for  communication  with  his  colleagues,  and 
informing  himself  more  perfectly  as  to  the 
details  of  the  claims,  the  answer  given  was, 
as  he  understood,  that  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  any  delay  whatever ;  that  the  in- 
structions he  (Sir  T.  Wyse)  had  received 
were  absolute  and  positive,  and  that,  unless 
the  demands  put  forward  were  complied  with 
in  the  short  space  of  four-and- twenty  hours, 
the  British  Minister  would  withdraw  on 
board  a  British  man-of-war,  and  that  re- 
prisals would  be  taken  by  the  British  squa- 
dron which  were  then  lying  in  the  waters 
of  Greece  for  that  purpose.  But  whether 
this  was  the  mode  of  proceeding,  whether 
such  terms  were  used  by  the  British  Mi- 
nister or  not,  he  was  afraid  the  fact  was 
beyond  doubt  that  the  demand  for  imme- 
diate compliance  was  peremptorily  pressed 
upon  the  Greek  Minister  by  the  British 
Minister,  with  an  intimation  that  the  Bri- 
tish fleet  was  there  to  enforce  the  demand; 
that  practically  immediate  compliance  with 
the  demand  was  not  granted  by  the  Greek 
Government,  and,  in  consequence,  the  Pi- 
raeus was,  at  this  moment,  in  a  state  of 
blockade  by  the  British  squadron,  with  an 
intimation  that  Greek  vessels,  at  all  events 
vessels  of  war,  would  be  seized  as  an  act 
of  reprisals  and  hostility.  It  was  stated 
further,  that,  on  tills  occasion,  the  media- 
tion of  two  otlier  Powers,  whether  appealed 
to  or  not  by  the  Greek  Government  he 
could  not  say,  had  been  offered  and  had 
been  refused.  The  two  Powers,  he  need 
hardly  say,  were  Russia  and  France.  Con- 
sidering the  peculiar  position  of  affairs  in 
Greece,  he  hardly  knew  whether  English 
interests — those  interests  which  arose  out 


of  friendly  feelings  between  the  inhabitants 
and  Governments  of  the  two  countries, 
which  it  appeared  to  have  been  the  great 
object  to  maintain — ^had  been  most  seri- 
ously injured  by  the  offered  mediation  on 
the  part  of  Russia  and  France  having  been 
tendered  and  refused,  or  having  been  ten- 
dered and  accepted.  But  he  believed  the 
fact  to  be,  that  that  mediation  had  been 
tendered  and  refused  by  the  British  Minis- 
ter, on  the  ground  that  his  instructions 
being  absolute  and  positive,  left  him  no 
alternative.  He  had  no  wish  to  enter  into 
further  argument  upon  the  qaestion.  He 
had  stated  the  facts  as  they  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  give  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  disabusing  the 
public  mind  of  any  erroneous  impression 
produced  by  the  information  which  had 
been  received.  He  was,  therefore,  de- 
sirous of  asking  the  noble  Marquess,  in  the 
first  place,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Goveni- 
ment  had  received  any  information  of  the 
events  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  what 
was  the  latest  intelligence  of  which  they 
were  in  possession  ?  He  supposed  he  need 
hardly  ask  the  question  if  Sir  Thomas 
Wyse  and  Admiral  Parker  had  taken  upon 
themselves  to  act  upon  their  own  discre- 
tion in  a  matter  of  this  great  importance  ? 
But  he  would  put  this  further  question, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  were,  in 
point  of  fact,  at  the  time  they  informed 
Parliament  that  we  were  at  peace  and 
amity  with  all  foreign  nations,  aware  that 
orders  had  actually  been  sent  out  from 
this  country,  leaving  no  discretion  either 
with  the  British  Minister  or  with  the  Ad- 
miral, but  to  commit  an  act  of  hostility,  if 
not  upon  a  friendly,  at  least  upon  an  in- 
ferior Power  in  point  of  military  strength? 
He  wished  also  to  know  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  prepared  to  lay 
before  Parliament  the  instructions  which 
they  had  given  to  the  British  Minister. 

TheMARQCESSof  LANSDOWNE  stated, 
that,  substantially,  the  information  on  this 
subject  communicated  by  the  public  press 
was  correct.  No  information,  however, 
respecting  it  had  reached  Her  Majesty's 
Government  at  the  time  when  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  was  under  consideration. 
He  certainly  hoped  that  the  present  was  ' 
only  a  temporary  interruption  of  those  re- 
lations of  peace  and  amity  which  he  trusted 
that  the  Government  would  continue  to 
maintain  with  all  the  States  of  Europe. 
As  to  this  proceeding,  his  noble  Friend 
seemed  not  to  be  aware,  that  although  it  - 


261 


Affairs  of  Greece — 


]Feb.  4} 


Blockade, 


262 


had  assumed  sotnetliiiig  of  a  hostile  cha- 
racter from    the    share    wliich    Admiral 
Parker  had  taken  in  it,  it  was  founded 
upon  the  previous  proceedings   of  many 
jearSy  and  that  recourse  had  not  been  had 
to  it,  until  ever  J  other  mode  of  proceeding 
had  been  exhausted.     He  admitted  to  bis 
noble  Friend  that  it  had  not  been  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan  so  long  due  from  Greece 
to  this  country,  but  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing redress  of  grierances  founded  on 
facta  which   were  indisputable ;    and    be 
could  assure  him  that  our  claim  for  redress 
was  declared  to  be  well  founded  by  the 
beat  and  highest  legal  authorities  to  which 
it  had  been  referred.     Tier  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters— having  failed  in  procuring  the  re- 
dress to  which  this  country  was  entitled — 
haTing  been  put  off,  time  after  time,  by 
one  etasion  or  another  on  the  part  of  the 
Oreek  Qoyemment — ^having  had  promises 
made  to  them  by  that  Government  which 
were  never  fulfilled,  or  intended  to  be  ful- 
filled— and  having,  at  last,  received  a  fiat 
demal  of  that  which,  on  behalf  of  British 
yruperty  and  British  subjects,  they  were 
entitled  to  ask — had  certainly,  in  failure 
of  every  other  measure  which  they  tried, 
empowered  their  representative  at  Athens 
to  solicit  the  presence  of  Admiral  Parker 
in  the  waters   of  Greece   under  circum- 
stances in  no  way  derogatory  to  the  Go- 
Temment  of  that  country,  had  it  been  dis- 
posed to  do  of  its  own  accord  an  act  of 
justice.     Admiral  Parker  was  returning, 
as  he  would  prove  on  another  occasion, 
from  no  ill-advised  expedition  to  the  Dar- 
danelles.     On  his  arrival  at  Athens,  he 
acted  in  the  most  respectful  manner  to- 
wards the  Government  of  Greece.     When 
he  went  on  shore  he  tendered  his  respects 
to  the  King  of  Greece,  and  afterwards  to 
his    Minister  ;  and   it  was  not  until  the 
Oreek  Minister  had   tendered  verbally  a 
most  unsatisfactory  explanation  respecting 
these  chums  to  our  Minister,  and  had  af- 
terwards, when  he  was  told  that  he  must 
t&fB  a  written  explanation  next  day,  dc- 
nferedy   on  that  day,  a  denial  of  those 
claimSy  that  Admiral  Parker  had  recourse 
to  the  mildest  course  which  could  be  adopt- 
ed under  such  circumstances  ;  for  it  was 
not  true  that  he  had  instituted  a  blockade 
of  the  Firsus;  he  had  only  served  a  notice 
on  a  Oreek  vessel  of  war,  then  in  that 
port,  that  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  leave 
that  port  until  our  demands  were  complied 
with.     The  information  received  by  Her 
Kqesty's  Government  only  came  down  to 


that  time.  He  fully  agreed  with  his  noble 
Friend  opposite  that  no  proceeding  could 
be  more  unworthy  of  the  Government  of  a 
great  country  than  to  exact  from  a  weaker 
State  that  satisfaction  which  it  would  not 
require  from  a  stronger.  He  ventured, 
however,  to  tell  their  Lordships,  that  when 
they  had  read  the  papers  which  he  had 
promised,  they  would  find  that  in  every 
case  in  which  the  British  Government  had 
demanded  compensation  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Greece  for  acts  of  oppression  com- 
mitted under  its  authority,  it  would  have 
been  disgraceful  to  the  British  character 
to  have  failed  to  insist  upon  the  reparation 
required.  There  was  at  present,  he  would 
repeat  once  more,  no  blockade  instituted 
of  the  Pirsdus  ;  but  if  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary  to  institute  a  blockade  hereafter, 
he  would  only  say,  that  it  was  a  proceed- 
ing which  the  Government  with  which  his 
noble  Friend  had  been  connected  had 
adopted,  not  in  one,  or  two,  or  three,  but 
in  far  more  numerous  instances,  when  si- 
milar demands  upon  independent  States 
were  enforced  by  blockades  on  its  part. 
He  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  would 
only  just  allude,  in  passing,  to  the  ofier  of 
the  French  and  Russian  Ministers  at 
Athens  to  mediate  on  this  occasion  be- 
tween us  and  Greece.  He  would  only  state 
that  they  made  that  ofier  without  any  au- 
thority on  the  part  of  their  respective 
Courts  ;  that  they  did  not  even  know  whe- 
ther their  respective  Courts  would  have 
supported  them  in  that  ofier  of  mediation  ; 
and  that  it  seemed  to  be  only  made  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  inconvenient  delay. 
Such  ofi'ors  of  mediation  have  been  often 
made  to  other  countries,  and  refused  by 
other  Courts  ;  and  even  one  such  ofi^er  of 
ours  was  refused  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment without  any  interruption  of  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  between  us  and  France. 
He  thought  that  our  Minister  at  Athens 
had  acted  with  great  discretion  and  good 
sense  in  refusing  the  mediation  so  tendered 
to  him.  In  conclusion,  he  stated  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  produce  all  the  papers 
connected  with  this  subject,  as  they  would 
afierd  a  complete  justification  of  the  course 
adopted  by  the  British  Government. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  said,  that 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley)  had  very 
naturally  called  th<!  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  this  extraordinary  specimen  of  the 
peace  and  amity  in  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  was  carrying  on  its  relations 
with  foreign  Powers;  and  if  his  noble 
Friend  had  thought  proper  to  extend  his 
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yiew  all  over  the  nations  of  Europe,  instead 
of  confining  it  to  Greece,  he  would  have 
found,  with  very  few  exceptions,  in  all  of 
them,  if  not  equally,  striking  proofs  of  our 
friendship;  he  would  have  seen  that  which 
had  produced  in  return  among  them 
feelings  towards  us  very  different  from 
those  hy  which  they  were  formerly  ani- 
mated. He  admitted  most  readily  that 
the  Government  of  Greece  was  liable  to 
great  censure  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  its 
engagements  towards  England  and  its 
other  allies,  particularly  as  regarded  the 
non-payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loan 
formerly  made  to  it,  in  one-third  of  which 
we  were  deeply  interested.  He  had  him- 
self had  occasion  to  make  remonstrances  of 
the  strongest  kind  against  that  non-pay- 
ment; indeed  his  remonstrances  had  been 
80  strong  that  ho  should  have  thought  that 
he  had  exceeded  the  bounds  of  propriety 
had  he  not  seen  that  our  demands  had  been 
subsequently  followed  up  in  a  manner  still 
more  imperious  and  peremptory.  But  those 
demands  were  perfectly  just.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
debt  which  the  Greek  Government  had 
contracted  towards  us  ;  and  he  firmly  be- 
lieved that,  if  its  finances  had  been  pro- 
perly managed  and  carefully  husbanded, 
that  Government  could  have  repaid  the 
interest  on  the  debt,  and  provided  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  country 
confided  to  its  charge.  He  believed,  that 
about  two  years  ago,  Greece  was  threat- 
ened with  violent  proceedings  like  the  pre- 
sent, owing  to  the  non-payment  of  its  debts. 
Fortunately,  at  that  period  a  Swiss  banker 
stepped  in  and  defrayed  from  his  own  re- 
sources the  debt  due  from  the  Greek  Go- 
vernment. Our  claim  up  to  that  time  was 
then  paid.  It  might  not  be  very  high- 
minded  to  have  a  debt  due  to  a  great  coun- 
try like  our  own  thus  extinguished;  but  at 
any  rate  the  debt  was  just,  and  no  Power 
whatsoever — neither  France  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  Russia  on  the  other — ^had  any 
right  to  object  to  the  course  which  we  pur- 
sued. So,  too,  the  claims,  which  we  were 
now  making,  might  all  be  just;  but  he  could 
not  concur  with  the  noble  Marquess  oppo- 
site in  thinking  that  they  were  indisput- 
able. They  were,  as  it  appeared,  liable  to 
examination  and  to  legal  discussion,  to 
which  tliere  were  always'two  parties.  Min- 
isters might  think  them  just;  but  these 
claims  were  not  of  the  same  clnes  with  those 
which  were  founded  on  a  treaty  contracted 
and  signed  between  the  two  Governments. 
He  was  not  going  to  say  that  the  refusal  of 


the  Greek  GoTemment  to  satisfy  claims  of 
this  nature  was  not  sufficient  to  call,  under 
any  circumstances,  for  the  exercise  of  co- 
ercive measures;  but  the  notification  which, 
after  refusing  aU  offers  of  mediation,  the 
British  Government  had  made  to  that  of 
Greece,  that  it  would  have  recourse  to  such 
severe  and  peremptory  measures  against  a 
State  which  it  had  itself  created,  whose  in- 
dependence it  was  pledged  to  maintain,  and 
which  at  any  rate  it  ought  not  to  humiliate 
in  the  eyes  of  its  own  subjects,  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  most  extraordinary  mea- 
sure.    That  was  a  subject  for  other  Go- 
vernments to  judge ;   and  although  other 
Powers  would  and  might  take  such  steps  as 
their  interests  and  the  interests  of  their 
subjects  required,  they  were  neyertheless 
not  necessarily  called  upon  to  take  any  part 
in  this  dispute;  for  it  was  a  case  entirely 
between  Greece  and  this  country.     There 
was  another  point  connected  with  tlus  ques- 
tion, to  which  his  noble  Friend  had  not  al- 
luded, but  which  he  thought  of  very  great 
importance.    We  have  demanded  a  cesuon 
of  territory — that  Greece  should  make  to  us 
the  cession  of  two  islands  on  the  coast  of 
the  Morea.     In  that  case  Great  Britain 
stood  to  Greece  exactly  in  the  same  rela- 
tion as  France  and  Russia.     Great  Britain 
had  guaranteed  the  integrity  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  kingdom  of  Greece.     So  had 
France,  and  so  had  Russia;  and,  therefore, 
in  asking  the  Ministers   of  the  King  of 
Greece  to  make  a  cession  of  part  of  his 
territories   to   Great  Britain.      Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  done  that  which 
required  an   appeal  to  be  made  to   those 
Powers  before  they  could  acquiesce  in  the 
course  which  Great  Britain  was  pursuing. 
For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  know — ^he  had 
no  idea  of  the  grounds  on  which  these  two 
islands  were  claimed  hy  us.     He  presumed 
some  grounds  must  exist,  hut  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  right  which  we 
put  forward.     All  he  saw  was  this — that 
Greece  was  called  on  to  surrender  these  two 
islands  within  twenty-four  hours, upon  terror 
of  having  the  British  fleet  employed  against 
against  it.  The  noble  Marquess  had  alleged 
that  our  claims  were  of  long  standing,  that 
the  Greek  Government  had   long  evaded 
them,  that  we  had  required  a  special  answer 
to  our  demand,  and  that  to  that  demand 
no    answer  had   been  given.      Now,    our 
claims  might  be  true  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  hut  not 
only  Greece,  but  also  France  and  Russia, 
might  entertain  a  very  different  opinion  re- 
specting  them;   and   Greece   might   also 
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think  that  she  ought  not  to  place  these 
isUnds  in  onr  possession  without  the  con- 
sent of  France  and  Russia,  as  guaranteeing 
Powers.  He  was,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how,  under  such  circumstances, 
we  could  have  recourse  to  such  an  alterna- 
tiTe  as  hostilities  in  case  our  complaints 
were  not  redressed  within  twenty-four  hours. 
One  of  the  islands  which  wc  claimed  was 
in  front  of  the  port  of  Modon,  within  a 
short  distance  from  the  coast.  Tlie  other 
was  ahout  seven  miles  from  the  little  island 
of  Gerigo,  and  within  200  or  300  yards  of 
the  mainland.  He  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  inhahited  or  not ;  hut  if  it  was  in- 
hahited,  it  was  very  thinly.  But  the  de- 
fective nature  of  our  claim  was  this — that 
we  eonld  hardly  make  out  any  grounds  for 
ity  without  the  consent  both  of  France 
and  Russia.  It  was  now  exactly  twenty 
years  since  the  kingdom  of  Greece  was 
first  established  as  an  independent  State. 
On  the  3rd  of  February,  lo30,  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  kingdom  was  declared, 
and  its  limits  were  strictly  defined.  They 
were  defined  on  a  map,  which  was  made  an 
••annex"  to  the  convention.  That  con- 
Tention  was  signed  by  himself,  as  Minister 
for  England;  by  the  Due  de  Laval,  as 
Ifinister  for  France;  and  by  the  Count 
Lieven,  as  Minister  of  Russia.  It  defined, 
as  he  had  before  stated,  the  limits  of  the 
Greek  State.  The  northern  boundary  of 
Greece  was  afterwards  extended  and  ad- 
Tanced  by  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  ter- 
ritorj  from  the  Turkish  Government;  but 
all  the  other  boundaries  remain  unaltered. 
On  referring  to  that  map,  he  found  that 
the  line  then  drawn  officially  gave  the 
island  of  Cervi  to  the  new  State  of  Greece. 
Consequently,  we  could  not  deny  a  fact 
which  we  had  actually  signed  and  con- 
stituted by  our  own  hands.  Besides,  nei- 
ther France  nor  Russia  could  agree  to  the 
cession  of  that  island  to  us  without  an 
explanation  from  us  showing  tliat  we  were 
wrong  in  assenting  to  its  original  cession 
to  Greece,  as,  according  to  our  present 
claim.  It  belonged  at  the  time,  not  to 
Turkey,  but  to  the  republic  of  tlie  Ionian 
Islands.  If  we  could  show  that,  tlicn 
the  Governments  of  France  and  Russia 
conld  have  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to 
this  transfer  of  the  island  back  to  the 
Ionian  republic.  Making  even  this  sup- 
position, however,  was  it  a  sufficient  jus- 
tification for  our  threat  of  instituting  a 
blockade  within  twenty-four  hours  ?  This 
ai^^ment  applied  only  to  one  of  the  islands 
which  we  demanded,  as  the  limitation  of 


the  kingdom  of  Greece  was  not  carried 
further  in  that  direction,  for  the  object  of 
the  treaty  was  to  separate  Greece  from 
the  possessions  of  Turkey,  and  not  from 
those  of  the  Ionian  republic.  There  were, 
therefore,  no  means  for  deciding  positively 
to  whom  the  island  of  Sapienza  belonged. 
He  could  entertain  no  doubt  whatsoever 
that  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  con- 
vention to  define  the  limits  of  the  kingdom 
of  Greece  in  that  direction,  the  island  of 
Sapienza  would  have  been  included  within 
their  definition.  Possibly  he  might  be 
wrong — there  might  be  grounds  for  assert- 
ing our  claim  to  this  island — but,  if  so,  we 
were  bound  to  show  them  distinctly  both 
to  Russia  and  to  France.  He  did  not  mean 
to  deny  that  it  might  be  better  for  our  Go- 
vernment to  be  in  possession  of  Sapienza ; 
but  even  wisdom  ought  only  to  be  obtained 
by  legitimate  means.  Ministers  had  been 
proceeding  in  a  rash,  precipitate,  and  un- 
advised manner,  and  had  brought  them- 
selves into  a  serious  position  with  two  of 
the  great  Powers.  They  would  have  to 
come  to  an  explanation  with  those  Powers 
upon  this  question  before  they  could  escape 
from  the  difficulty  into  w^hich  they  had 
recklessly  plunged  themselves.  The  noble 
Marquess  opposite  had  told  the  House  that 
no  blockade  had  been  declared  by  the  Bri- 
tish admiral.  The  French  Minister  an- 
nounced, however,  that  a  blockade  had 
been  instituted ;  at  any  rate,  he  considered 
that  what  we  had  been  doing  was  equi- 
valent to  a  blockade.  Our  operations,  how- 
ever, appeared  at  present  to  have  had  re- 
ference only  to  vessels  of  war;  but  let  that 
be  as  it  might,  our  measures  were  mea- 
sures of  extreme  violence,  and  could  not  be 
persevered  in  for  any  time  consistently 
with  the  continuance  of  amity  and  friend- 
ship between  the  two  States.  Now,  al- 
though Ministers  had  conceived  it  expe- 
dient to  take  advantage  of  the  presence  of 
the  ficet  in  the  Mediterranean  to  make 
this  demonstration  against  Greece,  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  most  unwise  to  enforce  the 
demands  of  private  individuals  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  that  country  in  such  a  man- 
ner. To  compel  it,  however,  to  make  a 
cession  of  its  territory  for  the  same  object, 
without  any  concert  with  the  other  parties 
to  our  guarantee  of  its  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence, was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most 
rash  and  unadvised  policy  which  could  be 
imnprined. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
that  the  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Earl   who  had  just   sat  down. 
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made  it  incumbent  on  him  to  add  some- 
thing to  the  speech  which  he  had  already 
made  to  their  Lordships,  for  the  noble  Earl 
had  adverted  to  a  subject  which  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Stanley)  had  purposely  omit- 
ted, and  on  which  ho  (the  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  had  therefore  no  occasion  to 
say  a  word — ho  alluded  to  what  the  noble 
Earl  had  called  our  claim,  or  more  properly 
speaking  our  right,  to  the  cession  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  territory.  The  noble  Earl 
had  dealt  hardly  with  him  on  that  subject, 
for  he  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  had 
limited  his  answer  entirely  to  his  noble 
Friend *s  question;  and  when  he  used  the 
expression  that  our  demands  were  indis- 
putable, he  merely  meant  to  apply  it  to  the 
demauds  to  which  his  noble  Friend  had 
referred.  The  noble  Earl  had  taken  hold 
of  the  words  in  which  he  had  replied  to  his 
noble  Friend  *s  observations,  and  had  as- 
sumed that  they  were  applicable  to  a  ques- 
tion which  his  noble  Friend  had  not  raised, 
but  which  the  noble  Earl  had.  He  begged 
to  inform  the  noble  Earl  that  our  claim  to 
these  two  islands  formed  no  part  of  the  claim 
which  the  British  Minister  and  the  British 
admiral  wore  now  enforcing,  and  that  the 
whole  of  his  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen's) 
observations  fell,  in  consequence,  to  the 
ground.  He  admitted  that  that  question 
must  be  the  subject  of  further  explanation. 
The  noble  Earl  might  have  seen  good 
reason  to  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it  dif- 
fering from  that  at  which  he  had  formerly 
arrived;  and  he  might  have  discovered 
that  Ministers  were  not  justified  in  claim- 
ing this  island  of  Sapieuza — which  he  had 
introduced  into  the  debate  for  the  sake  of 
making  a  joke  upon  it — although  they  were 
making  it  in  pursuance  of  demands  which 
had  often  been  urged  before  their  accession 
to  office.  The  claims  to  these  two  islands 
stood  upon  a  footing  different  from  that  on 
which  we  had  made  those  claims  that 
admitted  of  no  delay,  and  required  a  cate- 
gorical answer.  The  latter  claims  were 
as  much  beyond  dispute  as  any  ascertained 
fact  could  be.  One  of  our  claims  was  for 
the  seizure  of  property  which  the  Greek  Go- 
vernment admitted  to  have  been  improperly 
taken  from  a  British  subject.  If  such  de- 
mands for  redress  and  compensation  were 
not  to  be  enforced  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, ho  did  not  know  what  demands 
ouglit  to  be. 

The  Eaul  of  ABERDEEN  admitted 
tliat  if  Sir  T.  Wyse  had  not  preferred  his 
demand  fur  the  cession  of  these  two  islands 
in  the  peremptory  manner  which  had  been 


stated,  the  obseryatioDB  which  he  had  made 
respecting  that  demand,  had  do  applica- 
tion. But  in  the  accounts  which  had  been 
published  of  these  transactions,  it  was 
stated  that  the  demand  for  the  cession  of 
these  two  islands  was  made  at  the  same 
time  with  the  other  demands,  which  were 
presented  to  the  Greek  Minister,  when, 
with  a  pistol  pointed  to  his  head,  he  was 
called  upon  to  surrender  them  within 
twenty-four  hours.  He  had  never  said 
that  the  noble  Marquess  had  represented 
the  claim  to  these  islands  as  indisputable; 
but  he  had  asserted,  and  he  again  asserted, 
that  the  noble  Marquess  used  jiuch  lan- 
guage respecting  the  other  claims.  As  to 
the  seizure  of  property  which  the  noble 
Marquess  had  referred  to,  he  recollected 
the  case  well.  It  was  taken  from  a  British 
subject  to  erect  some  building  in  the  king*! 
garden — the  matter  in  dispute  was  the 
value  of  the  land — not  the  land  itself.  It 
is  likely  the  Greek  Government  estimated 
its  value  too  low;  and  the  proprietor,  he  bad 
as  little  doubt,  estimated  it  too  high.  AH 
that  was  indisputable  was  that  some  com- 
pensation was  necessary,  but  the  amount 
of  that  compensation  was  questionable. 
The  noble  Marquess  had  insinuated  that 
he  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  now  entertained 
a  different  opinion  as  to  our  right  to  these 
islands  from  that  which  he  entertained 
formerly.  He  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  was 
not  aware  that  he  had  ever  expressed  any 
opinion  bearing  a  diflFerent  construction  to 
those  he  had  just  avowed.  He  had  said 
that  we  might  have  claims  to  these  islands, 
but  he  did  not  know  what  they  were.  He 
repeated  that  we  had  precluded  ourselves 
from  making  a  claim  to  these  islands,  by 
having  already  assigned  them  to  Greece. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  beg- 
ged that  he  might  not  be  misunderstood. 
He  admitted  that  Sir  T.  Wyse  had  made 
a  demand  for  these  islands,  but  it  was  not 
included  in  the  peremptory  demand  to  which 
he  had  demanded  a  categorical  answer. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  noble  Earl 
had  himself  preferred  a  claim  to  these 
islands,  but  he  found  that  in  1843  the  Lord 
High  Commissioner  of  the  Ionian  Islands, 
acting,  as  he  supposed,  under  the  noble 
EarFs  authority,  had  preferred  a  demand 
for  them  to  the  Government  of  Greece. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  that  although 
he  knew  that  we  had  instituted  a  summary 
Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  he  not  aware 
that  wc  had  been  about  to  establish  a  sum- 
mary court  of  common  law  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean   to   try  actions  of    ejectment   in 
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twenty-four  hours  by  the  procesB  of  pre- 
senting a  pistol  at  the  head  of  the  tenant 
in  possession.  He  should  like  to  know  the 
Talue — the  money  value— of  the  two  islands 
-in  dispute.  He  had  been  told  that  one  of 
those  islands  supported  two  or  three  goats, 
and  the  other  a  few  hares.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  together  they  were  worth  the 
powder  which  would  be  spent  in  the  block- 
ade* but  still  it  was  desirable  to  know  their 
money  value.  He  agreed  with  the  noble 
Marquess  that  nothing  was  more  to  be  de- 
precated, and  nothing  was  more  to  be 
eschewed  by  a  great  country  like  our  own, 
than  a  system  acting  more  vigorously  and 
peremptorily,  or  of  proceeding  more  actively, 
energetically,  and  vindictively  against  a 
weak  Power,  than  against  a  strong  one.  It 
was  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen 
to  see  any  such  course  pursued.  Parcere 
iubjeetis  et  debellare  superbos,  might,  on 
the  whole,  be  wrong;  but  the  iirst  part  of 
the  maxim  was  unobjectionable.  He  should, 
therefore,  like  to  know  whether  the  threat 
held  over  the  head  of  the  Minister  of 
Greece  was  accompanied  with  an  intima- 
tion that  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to 
individual  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  was 
one  of  the  terms  to  which  an  instantaneous 
compliance  must  be  given.  A  Government 
ought  to  draw  a  line  between  the  claims  to 
compensation  which  it  advanced  for  inju- 
ries done  to  the  property,  and  for  those  done 
to  the  persons,  of  its  subjects.  In  the 
latter  case  you  were  bound  to  give  protec- 
tion to  individuals,  and  to  demand  repara- 
tion and  compensation  for  any  oppression 
or  outrage  to  which  they  were  exposed; 
but  in  respect  to  debts,  he  should  be  loth 
to  interfere — ^he  would  leave  the  party  to 
his  remedy  at  law,  and  it  would  only  be 
in  extreme  cases  that  he  would  invoke  the 
vengeance  of  the  country;  for  if  you  acted 
otherwise,  what  would  become  of  you  in 
the  case  of  the  Spanish  bondholders  or  the 
American  repudiators  ?  To  the  influence 
mad  weight  of  the  Government  exercised 
in  his  favour,  the  subject,  in  all  such  cases, 
would  have  a  claim ;  but  it  would  be  mon- 
strous to  have  recourse  to  hostilities  to  re- 
cover for  him  his  private  debts.  Such  a 
system  would  lead  to  continual  infractions 
Jl  the  peace,  and  to  perpetual  interruptions 
oifttiir  amicable  relations  with  neighbouring 
nations. 

Lord  STANLEY:  Before  my  noble 
Friend  proceeds  to  his  answer,  will  he 
aDow  me  to  ask  him  to  assign  some  limited 
time  within  which  these  papers  are  to  be 
produced  ?    I  did  not  understand  my  noble 


Friend  to  say,  whether  the  proceedings  of 
our  Minister  at  Athens  were  authorised 
by  his  instructions  from  home,  or  whether 
those  instructions  would  form  part  of 
the  papers  which  he  intended  to  lay  upon 
the  table  ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE,  in 
reply,  said  that  the  papers  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  would  afford  a  complete 
view  of  the  whole  case,  and  would  give 
every  information  necessary  to  understand 
it.  He  informed  the  House,  that  our  Min- 
ister at  Athens  had  undoubtedly  acted 
under  instructions,  general  instinictions, 
from  home.  He  perfectly  acquiesced  in 
the  line  of  distinction  which  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  drawn  between  cases 
of  outrage  committed  on  the  persons  of 
British  subjects  by  foreign  Powers,  and 
cases  of  mere  debt  due  to  them  by  the 
same  parties;  and  when  he  saw  the  papers, 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  would  have 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  that  line 
had  been  strictly  observed  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

The  Earl  of  HARROWBY  asked  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  he  had  any  inten- 
tion of  laying  on  the  table  the  treaty  said 
to  have  been  recently  concluded  with  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  ad- 
mitted that  such  a  treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded, and  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  produce  it. 

House  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,  February  4,  1850. 

Public  Billb.  !<>  Edinburgh  Slaughterhousef  Remoyal  i 
Highways  (District  Surveyors) ;  Embanlcinent  and  Re- 
clamation (Ireland). 

NEW  HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  EWART  wished  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lancaster  what  was  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  new  House  of  Commons, 
and  when  that  House  was  likely  to  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  Members  ? 

Mr.  T.  GREENE  said,  in  reply  to  the 
first  question,  it  was  not  very  easy  to  define 
exactly  the  progress  that  had  been  made 
with  the  new  House ;  but  he  supposed  the 
principal  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
to  ascertain  whether  it  could  be  completed 
during  the  present  Session  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  Members.    He  (Mr.  Greene)  had  no 
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hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  he  perfect- 
ly possible  to  6nish  the  chamhcr  in  which 
that  House  was  to  sit,  so  far  as  to  render 
it  fit  for  the  reception  of  Members  during 
the  present  Session ;  hut  he  apprehended 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
Members  to  use  the  new  House  with  con- 
venience or  comfort  to  themselves  until  the 
refreshment-rooms,  the  library,  and  other 
apartments  were  completed.  He  had  yes- 
terday written  to  Mr.  Barry,  to  ascertain 
from  that  gentleman  when  he  conceived  it 
possible  that  the  House  would  be  ready; 
and  in  reply  Mr.  Barry  said,  speaking  of 
the  refreshment-rooms,  and  other  apart- 
ments necessary  fur  the  convenience  of 
Members — **  These  portions  of  the  building 
are  now  so  far  advanced  towards  completion 
that,  if  a  sufficient  vote  is  taken  shortly, 
the  whole  will  be  got  ready  for  use  by  the 
commencement  of  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament." 

AFFAIRS  OF  GREECE— BLOCKADE. 

Mr.  MILNER  GIBSON  observed  that 
considerable  uneasiness  had  been  caused 
among  the  persons  engaged  in  the  Greek 
trade,  in  consequence  of  reports  which  had 
appeared  in  the  newspapers,  as  to  the  po- 
sition of  Admiral  Sir  William  Parker  on 
the  coast  of  Greece.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  if  he  could  give  the  House 
auv  information  upon  the  subject? 

Viscount  PALMERSTON  said,  that 
for  a  considerable  time  past  negotiations 
had  been  carried  on  with  the  Greek  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject  of  compensation 
claimed  by  certain  British  subjects,  as  well 
as  bv  inhabitants  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  for 
wn>ngs  inflioteil  upon  them  in  Greece.  In- 
structions had  been  given  to  Sir  W.  Par- 
ker that  on  his  return  from  the  Dardanelles 
he  should  proeood  to  Athens,  and  place 
himself  in  communication  with  Mr.  Wvse, 
tho  British  Minister  at  that  Court,  in  order 
to  support  these  demands.  By  the  last 
accounts  it  appeared  that  a  correspinidence 
had  been  carried  on  between  Mr.  Wyse 
on  the  one  part,  and  tho  Greek  Minister  on 
the  other.  Up  to  that  time  the  result  had 
not  been  satisfactorv,  but  then  the  account 
left  otT.  I  mav  add  that  Mr.  Wvse  had 
gone  on  board  the  fleet,  in  onler  that  he 
might  be  in  a  mori^  proper  p*"»sition  to  act  in 
concert  with  Sir  William  Parker,  in  en- 
forcing tho  doinands.  I  shall  have  no  ob- 
jection to  lay  before  the  House  any  papers 
connoctod  with  the  subject  which  my  right 


hoD.  Friend  or  any  otlier  hon.  Ifember 
may  please  to  more  for. 

RAILWAY  AUDIT. 

Mr.  STANFORD  begged  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whether  there  was  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  Government  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  for  the  audit  of  railway  ac- 
counts this  Session  ? 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  that  another 
hon.  Member  had  given  him  notice  of  ask- 
ing a  similar  question  to-morrow,  but  he 
had  no  objection  to  give  an  answer  at  once. 
The  House  would  recollect  that  when  he 
had  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  measure  last  Session,  cer- 
tain hon.  Gentlemen,  who  were  directors 
of  railway  companies,  deprecated  any  in- 
tervention in  the  audit  of  railway  accounts 
by  the  Government,  hut  at  the  same  time 
they  undertook  to  consider  the  course  that 
they  might  think  necessary  to  pursue 
during  the  recess.  He  had  stated  at  the  time 
that  it  was  extremely  desirable  an  efficient 
system  of  audit  should  emanate  from  that 
body  rather  than  from  the  Goyemment, 
but  that  he  should  not  consider  the  Go- 
vernment precluded  from  doing  what  they 
thought  necessary  on  the  subject  hereafter, 
should  the  directors  fail  in  agreeing  to  an 
efficient  measure  among  themselves.  Until  ' 
very  recently  he  had  been  in  hopes  that  a 
Bill  would  be  brought  forward  on  the  part 
of  the  railway  directors  on  this  subject, 
though  he  had  had  no  source  of  informa- 
tion on  the  question  except  the  usual  chan- 
nels open  to  the  public;  but  he  believed  it 
was  now  generally  known  that  the  direc- 
tors had  failed  in  bringing  the  matter  to 
that  form  in  which  it  could  be  brought  be- 
fore the  House.  At  the  same  time  he  be- 
lieved that  a  considerable  body  of  share- 
holders were  desirous  to  bring  an  Audit  Bill 
before  the  House.  He  begged  again  to  say, 
what  he  had  stated  last  Session,  that  he 
thought  it  extremely  desirable  a  measure 
should  be  brought  forward  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  railway  companies,  if  possible,  and 
that  it  should  be  submitted  without  delay 
to  the  House.  It  was  desirable  that  they 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  the  views  of 
the  shareholders  themselves,  before  any 
proceeding  was  taken;  and  if  a  Bill  were 
introduced  by  them,  he  should  be  ready  to 
give  it  the  best  consideration  in  his  power; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  if  no  Bill  were 
brought  in  by  those  connected  with  rail- 
ways, he  would  not  hold  himself  precluded 
from  taking  up  the  question. 
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THE  ADDRESS— AFFAIRS  OF  GREECE. 

Mr.  VILLIERS  brought  up  the  Report 
on  the  Address,  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

On  the  Question  that  the  Report  be  read 
a  Second  Time, 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  the  question  that 
had  been  asked  a  few  minutes  ago  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  and 
the  answer  that  had  been  given  bj  the 
Secretary  of  State,  reminded  him  that  the 
assertion  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
that  Her  Majesty  was  in  peace  and  amity 
with  all  foreign  Powers,  was  at  least  pre- 
mature. It  appeared  to  him  that  that  state- 
ment was  one  which  ought  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  have  passed  unnoticed  by 
that  House.  This  was  the  second  year  in 
which  a  very  significant  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  terms  in  which  the  Sovereign 
Lad  communicated  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people  the  relations  which  subsisted 
between  this  country  and  foreign  Powers. 
The  language  of  the  Royal  Speech  in  1845 
-^language  which  he  believed  had  been 
used  on  all  recent  occasions  with  the  ex- 
ception of  last  year — was  that — 

"  Her  Majesty  continues  to  receive  from  all 
foreign  Powers  and  States  assurances  of  their 
friendly  disposition.'* 

Kow  last  year  there  was  a  singular  omis- 
sion, or  alteration,  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne;  and  they  were  not  assured,  as 
they  had  been  previously,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty received  from  foreign  Powers  the  as- 
surance of  their  friendly  disposition.  But 
the  language  of  the  Speech  this  year  was 
still  more  meagre  and  suspicious  than  that 
of  last  year,  for  to  inform  Parliament 
that — 

"  Her  Majesty  happily  continues  in  peace  and 
amity  with  foreign  Powers," 

was  merely  to  inform  them  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty was  not  at  war.  Although,  to  a 
certain  extent,  that  was  a  satisfactory  an- 
nouncement, it  was  not  an  announcement 
so  complete  that  the  commercial  classes  of 
this  country  could  be  assured  that  there 
was  not  a  prospect  of  the  continuance  of 
those  blockades  for  the  establishment  of 
which  the  present  Administration  had  been 
remarkable.     He   would  have   taken   the 

a^portunity  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
ouse  to  this  subject  the  other  night,  but 
for  the  anxiety  which  existed  on  both  sides 
to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  Amendment ; 
and  if  he  had  then  introduced  the  question, 
it  might  have  tended  to  retard  the  debate. 
He  might  probably  have  passed  the  sub- 


ject unnoticed  on  the  report,  had  it  not 
been  for  that  remarkable  circumstance 
which  had  been  referred  to,  and  which, 
he  thought  he  might  say  without  exagger- 
ation, had  occasioned  a  very  considerable 
sensation  in  this  country.  He  would,  there- 
fore, take  the  opportunity  of  adverting  very 
briefly  to  one  or  two  other  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, upon  which,  after  what  had  oc- 
curred, he  thought  they  might  reasonably 
expect  some  information  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.  As  the  Speech  stated  that  Her 
Majesty  continued  in  peace  and  amity  with 
foreign  Powers,  the  noble  Lord  might  per- 
haps find  it  convenient  to  inform  the  House 
whether  Her  Majesty's  representative  had 
yet  been  received  at  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
and  also  whether  there  was  any  prospect 
of  the  Court  of  Vienna  sending  an  ambas- 
sador to  the  Court  of  St.  James's  ?  The 
noble  Lord  might  also  And  it  convenient  to 
offer  to  the  House  some  explanation  with 
regard  to  certain  passages  of  the  Royal 
Speech  which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Dis- 
raeli) of  a  very  ambiguous  character.  The 
Speech  informed  them  that — 

"  In  the  course  of  the  autumn  differences  of  a 
serious  character  arose  between  the  Governments 
of  Austria  and  Russia  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Sublime  Porte  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  a  considerable  number  of  persons 
who,  after  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  in 
Hungary,  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Turkish  terri- 
tory. Explanations  which  took  place  between 
the  Turkish  and  Imperial  Governments  have  for- 
tunately removed  any  danger  to  the  peace  of 
Europe  which  might  have  arisen  out  of  these 
differences." 

That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  complete  state- 
ment ;  but  a  subsequent  paragraph,  which 
appeared  to  be  introduced  without  any 
coherent  or  logical  consequence,  informed 
them  that — 

"  Her  Majesty,  having  been  appealed  to  on  this 
occasion  by  the  Sultan,  united  ller  efforts  with 
those  of  the  Government  of  France,  to  which  a  si- 
milar appeal  had  been  made,  in  order  to  assist,  by 
the  employment  of  tier  good  offices,  in  effecting 
an  amicable  settlement  of  those  differences  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Porte." 

Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  would  inform  them 
how  it  was  that  after  tlie  explanations  had 
taken  place  between  the  Turkish  and  Im- 
perial Governments,  which  removed  dan- 
ger, and  were  so  completely  satisfactory, 
the  mediation  of  England  and  France  was 
asked  to  effect  that  which  had  been  already 
accomplished.  Tlie  only  way  in  which  he 
could  account  for  this  obscurity  was  by 
supposing  that  in  the  hurry  of  the  printer 
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the  paragraphs  might  havo  been  trans- 
posed. If  the  three  paragraphs  had  been 
thus  arranged,  first,  as  to  the  statement  of 
the  difference;  secondly, as  to  the  mediation 
of  England  and  France;  and,  thihdlj,  with 
reference  to  the  fortunate  termination  of  the 
negotiations,  they  would  have  been  per- 
fectly intelligible  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country,  and  would  have  been  quite  satis- 
factory. But  why  England  and  France 
should  have  interfered,  when  according  to 
the  Speech  there  was  nothing  to  interfere 
about,  when  an  amicable  arrangement  had 
already  taken  place  between  the  Sublime 
Porte  and  the  two  Imperial  Powers,  was  a 
matter,  he  confessed,  beyond  his  compre- 
hension, and  one  which  he  thought  fairly 
required  some  elucidation  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  There  was  also  another 
point  on  which  he  thought  the  noble 
Lord  might  perhaps  find  it  convenient 
to  give  some  information  to  the  House. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
congratulated  the  House  the  other  night 
on  the  revival  of  commerce  which  had 
been  occasioned  by  the  termination  of 
the  blockade  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
The  House,  no  doubt,  well  recollected 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  that  block- 
ade. It  was  now  about  two  years  since 
he  (Mr.  Disraeli)  called  attention  to  those 
circumstances,  anticipating  that  a  block- 
ade— which  aftcrwanls  occurred — would 
take  place.  The  noble  Lord,  on  that 
occasion,  althouji^h  he  rocoffiused  the  im- 
portance  of  the  circumstances,  gave  the 
House  those  sanguine  and  satisfactory  as- 
surances in  which  ho  dealt  so  liberally,  that 
no  inoonvenienoo  would  result  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country.  Never- 
theless, in  due  time  a  blockade  did  occur 
in  the  Baltic,  which  was  found  at  the  time 
extremelv  vexatious  to  British  commerce. 
Now,  ho  would  like  to  know  from  the  noble 
Lord  whether  the  Danish  question  had  yet 
been  settled  ?  Throe  or  four  times  since  he 
(Mr.  Disraeli)  first  brought  the  subject 
under  the  ctMisidoration  of  the  House,  he 
had  recalled  it  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Government,  and  oi\  every  occasion  the 
House  had  received  from  the  noble  Lord 
the  most  satisfactory  assurances  that, 
though  the  question  was  not  settled,  it 
would  probably  be  settled  in  the  course  of 
the  next  week  or  ten  da  vs.  Two  vears  had 
now  elapsed:  the  bKn^kade  had  certainly 
not  been  reviveil:  but,  as  far  as  he  could 
judge  from  the  circumstances  open  to  all 
Jfembeni  of  that  House,  there  was  no  rea- 
whja  blockade  in  the  north  of  Europe 


might  not  again  be  established,  because  the 
settlement  the  noble  Lord  had  assured  the 
House  would  take  place,  and  which  it  was 
understood  was  to  be  brought  about  by  the 
mediation  of  the  noble  Lord,  had  not  been 
effected.  Instead  of  hearing  of  the  satis- 
factory settlement  of  this  question,  they 
learned  to-day  with  the  greatest  surprise 
that  our  free-trade  Government — wifich  had 
occasioned  so  many  blockades  that  theyhad 
gained  a  peculiar  character  for  such  mea- 
!  sures — had  established  another  blockade, 
which  must  be  extremely  vexatious  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country.  He  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  would  take  the  present  opportu- 
nity of  giving  the  House  some  details  upon 
these  points.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  assure  them  that  the  relations  of  this 
country  with  Spain  and  Austria  were  such 
as  might  be  expressed  in  the  language  which 
had  been  customarily  used  by  the  Sove- 
reign in  communicating  with  Parliament — 
that  the  most  friendly  dispositions  subsisted 
between  Her  Majesty  and  those  Courts.  He 
trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  throw 
some  light  upon  those  ambiguous  para- 
graphs in  the  Speech  which  referred  to 
the  transactions  in  the  Levant  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Sublime  Porte;'  that  he  would 
also  assure  the  House  that  there  was  a 
prospect  of  an  immediate  settlement  of  the 
question  between  Denmark  and  Schleswig- 
Holstein;  and  that,  without  waidng  for 
papers,  he  would  give  them  a  more  popu- 
lar and  satisfactory  account  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Greece.  He  (Mr.  Disraeli) 
would  like  to  know  what  had  been  the  im- 
'  mediate  cause  of  this  unhappy  misunder- 
;  standing,  because  there  had  to-day  appear- 
:  ed  what  professed  to  be  a  semi-official  ac- 
count of  the  transaction,  and  the  great  of- 
fence on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Athens 
appeared  to  be,  that  they  had  deprived  a 
British  subject  of  some  land  which  he  had 
.  purchased  in  Greece.  In  ordinary  times, 
no  doubt,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  cause 
for  the  interference  of  the  Government 
of  this  country  in  vindication  of  the  rights 
of  one  of  its  subjects ;  but  they  were  now 
living  in  days  when  British  subjects  were 
deprived  of  their  interest  in  the  land,  with- 
out any  sympathy  being  expressed  for 
them  even  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
It  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  hardly  a 
sufficient  cause  that,  because  the  interest 
a  British  subject  had  in  the  land  might 
have  been  compromised  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Greek  Government,  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  should  send  a  squadron  of  three- 
deckers  and  steam-ships  to  vindicate  his 
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rights.      The  measure,  however,   showed  sihly  he,  in  regard  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 

a  sympathy  with  the  territorial  interest,  was  when  we  had  no  representative  there, 
which  he  (Mr.  Disraeli)  was  very  glad  to ..  The  thing  that  would  give  him  most  pain 
see  entertained  hy  any  Member  of  the  '  would  be  to  see  Spain  sending  a  represen- 
Oovemment.                                                    !  tative  here,  and  an  ambassador  sent  hence 

Mr.  roebuck  said,  that  before  the  '  to  Spain.  lie  was  very  much  inclined  to 
noble  Lord  answered  the  questions  put  by  '  believe  that  from  this  singular  case  we 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  he .  might  arrive  at  a  general  proposition,  and 
(Mr.  Roebuck)  wished  to  add  a  complc-  that  the  sooner  we  reduced  our  diplomatic 
mcnt  to  those  questions.  As  he  understood  establishments  and  expenditure,  the  better. 
the  matter,  there  were  certain  long  out-  He  hoped  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
standing  claims  made  by  persons  eitlier  in  casting  about  in  every  possible  way  to  cut 
the  character  of  British  subjects,  or  who  down  the  expenditure,  would  direct  their 
actnolly  were  British  subjects,  which  had  attention  to  this  matter.  They  said  they 
not  been  satisfied  by  the  Greek  Govern-  were  about  to  be  most  vigilant  and  ardent 
ment.  But  there  was  also,  as  he  under-  economical  reformers,  and  he  trusted  their 
stood,  another  claim  of  a  much  more  im-  aid  would  not  be  lacking  when  the  proper 
portant  character — namely,  with  respect  period  came  for  cutting  down  what  appeared 
to  certain  islands  to  which  the  Government  to  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure, 
of  England  laid  claim,  and  which  claim  had  Mil.  C.  ANSTEY,  following  the  ex- 
not  been  satisfied  by  the  Gov(>rnment  of  ample  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Greece.  The  question,  therefore,  really  Shefiield,  wished  also  to  call  the  noble 
became  one  of  national  importance.  He  Lord's  attention  to  another  point.  In  re- 
beliered  that  the  Governments  of  France  ference  to  the  passage  in  the  speech  of  the 
and  Russia  were  parties  to  the  guarantee  Lords  Commissioners  relative  to  the  settle* 
of  the  integrity  of  the  monarchy  of  Greece,  ment  of  the  difi'erences  that  had  arisen  be- 
and,  therefore,  any  claim  on  the  part  of  tween  Austria  and  Russia  and  the  Porte, 
England  to  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  AfiViirs  might  be 
Greece,  was  a  matter  in  which  France  and  congratulated  on  the  noble  position  his  Go- 
Russia  had  a  right  to  interfere;  and  every  vernmcnt  occupied  in  the  solution  of  those 
step  taken  by  England  with  regard  to  the  differences,  though  he  (Mr.  Anstey)  could 
monarchy  of  Greece,  must  have  been  taken  have  wished  our  interference  had  been  bet- 
with  the  full  understanding  on  the  part  of  ter  timed,  and  had  secured  the  total  eman- 
onr  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  he  cipation  of  the  Sultan  from  the  evil  influ- 
was  running  the  risk  of  calling  in  the  in-  ence  which  we,  in  concert  with  France, 
tervention — perhaps  the  hostile  interven-  had  enabled  Russia  so  long  to  exercise 
tion— ^f  the  Governments  of  France  and  over  him.  But  the  subject  to  which  he 
Russia.  Passing  over,  then,  the  case  of  rose  to  call  the  noble  Lord's  attention,  was 
the  Portuguese  Jew,  and  the  outstanding  that  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  princi- 
daims  so  many  years  old,  the  question  be-  palitics  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia.  In  the 
came  one  of  national  importance — of  im-  capacity  of  mediator  between  the  Porte 
portance  to  the  whole  world.  Had  we  and  Russia  last  year,  Sir  Stratford  Can- 
sent  a  fleet  to  the  Piraeus  for  the  purpose  ning,  our  Ambassador,  was  enabled  to  bring 
of  enforcing  the  claims  which  ho  had  men-  about  an  accommodation — which  he  (Mr. 
tioned,  before  there  was  an  understanding  Anstey),  for  one,  regretted,  being  more 
with  the  Govemmentsof  France  and  Russia  willing  that  the  question  should  have  been 

sent  a  fleet  in  a  hostile  shape,  with  an  decided  in  another  manner — an  accommo- 

intention    to    resist   the    Governments   of  dation  in  virtue  of  which  Russia,  under- 

Fnnce  and  Russia  if  they  attempted  to  takin<^  to  withdraw  her  troops  beyond  a 

interfere  ?     Passing  from  this  to  another  certain  number   (limited,  he  believed,    to 

qiiestioa  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  10,000),  was  to  be  allowed  to  occupy  thofe 

with  respect  to  Spain,  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  principalities  to  that  extent  only  down  to 

hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  be  able  to  tell  the  end  of  last  year.    Now,  it  was  asserted, 

the  House  that  there  was  not  the  slinrhtest  and  most  authentic  evidence  had  been  laid 

ehance  of  any  arrangement  with   Spain,  before  him  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the 

We  had  gone  on  so  admirably  while  we  probability  of  the    assertion,   that   not   a 

had  no  arrangement  with   Spain,  and  we  single  Russian  soldicrhad  been  withdrawn — 

went  on  so  exceedingly  ill  while  wc  had  that  the  number  of  troops  occupying  these 

anybody  there,  that  he  thought  the  most  principalities  at  the  date  of  the  accommo- 

eimaUe  condition  in  which  we  could  pos-  dation  in  question  had  been  very  materi- 
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sides,  Ionian  Bubjeets,  who,  upon  different 
occasions,  were  Tictims  either  of  plunder 
or  of  bodily  ill-usage,  for  whom  also  com- 
pensation has  been  required.  The  other 
question  about  the  possession  of  the  two 
islands  stands  thus : — By  the  treaty  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  Porte,  signed  in 
1800,  the  Ionian  State  was  constituted 
with  the  consent  of  the  Sultan,  and  that 
Stat«  was  to  consist  of  certain  islands 
therein  named,  and  of  all  other  islands 
and  islets  lying  between  those  islands  and 
the  coast  of  Greece,  up  to  a  certain  point 
In  pursuance  of  that  treaty,  the  two  i^nds 
in  question,  Elaphonisi  and  Sapienza — two 
very  small  islands,  though,  from  circum- 
stances, one  of  them  is  of  importance — 
were  by  a  decree  of  the  Ionian  GoTem- 
ment  in  1804,  by  name  aggregated  to  two 
of  the  larger  islands  named  in  the  treaty ; 
and  those  islands  have  erer  since  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Porte,  and  haye  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Sorereign  of  Greece,  as  part 
of  the  Ionian  States.  When  the  protocol  of 
February  1S30  was  signed,  by  which  the 
Greek  State  was  constituted,  the  territories 
of  that  State  were  speofied  as  consisting 
of  certain  portions  of  the  Continent,  and 
of  certain  islands :  those  islands  did  not 
r\*tVrr\sl  to  bv  u»v  lu>!i.  and  loariuxi  FnenJ  '  iriolude  the  islands  of  Elaphonisi  and 
I  ho  Moinlvr  tor  SlurKoM.  rv!ati"sf  to  Sac»:oaiA.  There  can,  therefore*  be  no 
lijwvo  tluu^'i  vot  ;u:  tir^*:  in  order  .  d^abt  whatever  that  those  islands  haye 
\   x^ouM    >;.4;o      ;^'*:::^    :i.a:  ex:-*Ani::o*j    b«-je=»  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1800,  eon- 

Mo:v.*.vr  vU'^irvs — ih*:  :he  drtutd  by  the  treaty  of  IS15,  portions 
^l:  0.:  r\v.rv:5^*  r.A^  rx«=  *.:'  :he  lonUs  States.  With  r^ard  to 
Asxv\i  I'.A^o  :xv'*  o'  cT^x  :h«*^e  : — I:i  ;he  ■:*r  r^.^lation*  with  Spain,  which  the  hon. 
t?  r> c  i' * .i vv .  : ^  0  V  '  *  A  M  - .  y :  :• '  A V ,  w *j:  ;  r  as  O  •;  z  :l^ai;in  oiw»:«k le  wishes  to  see  renewed, 
Kvii  !.:  .c  o>:a>  ^-"a:    "  U7\w:\  ir-I  w-::    ri:  wLvi  hit  ion.   and  learned    Friend 

\>o   v.Mvcw,*   ,'?  :.  rv    \:  ji  *.-v-:    r*    ::'  rii-f    .:j.v^»  :<j^*n.  irvc-fw*:.     Loaimnnieasioas.  not 

V- 


nlly  increased — and  that  the  Turkish  Go- 
vornmont  had  not  ceased  to  arm  its  popu- 
lation and  to  strengthen  itself  on  that  fron- 
tier, in  the  anticipation,  amounting  almost 
to  an  absolute  certainty,  that  when  the 
njiprouoh  of  spring  should  open  the  passes 
of  tho  Hulkcn,  that  question,  if  not  that  of 
the  extradition  of  the  Hungarian  refugees, 
would  ho  reopened  and  become  a  pretext  for 
an  Aggressive  war.  His  question,  then,  was 
this — were  our  Ministers  in  possession  of 
Hueh  Hatisfaetory  information  on  the  subject 
of  thirt  occupation  of  the  pricipalities  of  the 
l^anuhe,  as  should  justify  them  in  calling 
upon  the  House  not  to  append  to  their  con- 
gratulation of  Her  Majesty  in  the  reference 
to  Russia,  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
Her  Mujest  V,  having  reganl  to  the  perfidy  of 
that  Tower,  as  evinced  in  past  transactions, 
and  to  the  alarming  attitude  it  continued 
to  prt^siMit  on  the  side  of  the  Danube,  would, 
in  enterini*  into  new  treaties,  or  in  main- 
taining ivnvs|K>ndenee  with  Russia,  with 
ivganl  to  subsisting:  trt?aties.  take  care  to 
oxaei  rt»al  s^vuritv  for  their  perfonnance. 

VisoovNT  IWlMERSTON:  Sir.  ad- 
verting, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  ques- 
tions put  bv  the  hon.  li  out  Ionian  op  p^.^  site 
the    Momlvr    for    l»i:cki!i;:hamsh:rv.    and 
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GoTcrnment  towards  the  Court  of  Austria  I  [Mr.  Disraeli  :  You  can  interfere  under 
are  of  tbe  most  friendly  nature,  we  have  ;  the  treaty.]  Yes;  but  how  are  you  to  ad- 
continued  our  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of .  judicate  upon  points  on  which  the  parties 
Vienna,  though,  for  the  moment,  there  is  i  may  happen  to  differ?  Those  who  have 
no  such  representative  of  Austria  appointed  I  attended  to  this  Danish  question  must 
to  the  Court  of  St.  James's.     Of  course,    know   that  it  is,  of  all  questions  perhaps 


if  that  arrangement  should  become  per- 
manent, and    the    Austrian    Government 


should  continue  to  have  here  only  a  func-  >  with  regard  to  the  number  of  parties  in- 


that  ever  arose  in  Europe  of  equal  intrinsic 
importance,  one  of  the  most  complicated. 


tionary  of  a  lower  rank  than  that  of  am- 
bassador, it  could  not  be  expected  that 
Her    Majesty's   Government   should  con- 


terestcd  in  it,  and  the  number  of  interests 
involved  in  it.  You  have  the  Danish  na- 
tion, the   duchies  of  Schleswig  and  Hol- 


tiane  the  appointment  of  an  officer  of  that ;  stein,  each  having  its  particular  feeling; 
rank  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  It  is  well  |  you  have  Germany,  taking  it  up  as  a  Ger- 
known  that  differences  of  opinion  have  i  man  question;  you  have  the  Prussian  Go- 
existed  for  the  last  few  years  between  the  :  vcrnmcnt  dealing  with  it;  you  have  the 
Government  of  this  country  and  the  Go-  Governments  of  Russia,  of  Sweden,  of 
Temment  of  Austria  upon  matters  of  great  |  France,  feeling  it  a  matter  in  which  they 
importance  to  Austria  ;  those  differences  :  arc  more  or  less  interested,  although  they 
of  opinion  must  often  exist  between  Go-  |  may  not  join  in  the  negotiation  in  the 
Temments  taking  respectively  their  own  j  same  manner  as  England.  Therefore  it  is 
Tiew  of  affairs,  but  they  have  not  led  :  a  question  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of 
to  any  cessation  of  friendly  relations  be-  j  which  more  separate  feelings  and  wills 
tween  the  two  Courts.  No  person  can  be  |  must  be  brought  into  unanimity  than  per- 
more  sensible  than  Her  Majesty's  Govern-  haps  in  any  question  of  equal  importance 
ment  are  of  the  importance  to  Europe  that  |  ever  submitted  to  the  skill  of  negotia- 
ihe  two  Governments  should  be  upon  I  tors.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  that  hi- 
friendly  and  intimate  terms.  We  are  i  therto  there  has  been  much  progress, 
Benaible  of  the  great  importance  of  Austria  during  the  recess,  in  regard  to  the  final 
as  an  element  in  the  general  balance  of  settlement  of  this  question.  It  is  well 
power  in  Europe  ;  and  we  see  with  great  known,  that  for  a  considerable  time  the 
pleasure  any  progress  which  the  Government  central  power  in  Germany  was  in  a  state 
of  Austria  may  make  towards  a  friendly ,  of  abeyance;  it  has  only  been  recently  re- 
reconstruction  of  those  elements  which  for  |  constructed.  Prussia  had  been  the  pri- 
a  time  were  placed  in  jarring  collision.  |  mary  negotiator  on  behalf  of  Germany, 
With  regard  to  Denmark,  my  memory  is  not  as  Prussia,  but  as  appointed  by  the 
not  80  good  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  central  power  in  Germany.  It  was  ucces- 
Buckinghamshire;  I  do  not  recollect  ever  sary  that  Prussia  should  be  reauthorised 
baTing  assured  this  House  that  in  the  course  by  the  new  central  Power;  and  that  has 
of  a  week  or  ten  days  from  the  time  when  I  been  done,  and  the  negotiation  has  been 
I  was  speaking  the  question  would  be  set- 1  renewed.  I  should  hope,  from  the  assur- 
tled.  I  may  have  stated,  that  certain  pre-  ances  of  a  friendly  nature  which  are  given  to 
liminary  arrangements — that  an  armistice.  Her  Majesty's  Government — even  though 
for  instance,  would  be  concluded;  but  I  never  those  assurances  have  not  been  mentioned 
■o  far  shut  my  eyes  to  the  difficulty  of  the  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech — I  should  judge, 
queations  involved,  as  to  hold  out  to  the  from  the  tone  of  the  parties  concerned. 
House  that  in  a  week  or  ten  days  the  whole  \  that  they  are  entering  into  that  negotia- 
ofthonwerelikelyto  be  settled.  The  House  ;  tion  with  a  real  and  sincere  desire  to 
win  remember,  that  in  the  course  of  last  bring  it  to  a  friendly  conclusion.  I  as- 
tnmmer  a  preliminary  treaty  was  signed,  sure  the  House  that  no  effort  will  be 
and  an  armistice  concluded.  The  hon.  Mem-  spared  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
ber  treats  the  Danish  blockade  as  if  it  was  ,  vernment  to  induce  the  parties  to  come 
oar  blockade.  It  was  established  by  Den-  to  a  final  settlement.  But  there  are  grave 
mark  Terj  much  against  our  inclinations.  '  questions  to  be  determined.  There  is  one 
Tbe  bon.  Member,  in  dealing  with  the  ques-  relating  to  the  succession  to  the  Danish 
tkm,  seems  to  consider  the  British  Govern-  Crown;  another,  what  should  be  the  con- 
nent  as  invested  with  some  great  power  of  stitution  of  the  duchy  of  Schleswig  in  rela- 
setding  these  questions  according  to  its  de- ,  tion  to  the  other  part  of  what  we  call  the 
and  within  the  period  it  may  wish.    Danish  monarchy.     These   arc  points  in- 


283 


The  Address-- 


{COMMONS} 


Affairs  of  Greece.         284 


YoWing  national  feelings  and  considerations; 
and  however  much  we  may  wish  to  sec 
them  settled,  and  in  a  short  time,  yet  when 
BO  many  diiferent  parties  are  concerned,  we 
must  not  expect  that  matters  of  that  kind 
can  be  arranged  so  quickly  as  we  should 
wish ;  and  more  especially  considering  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  only  acting 
as  mediator,  and  that  we  have  no  power 
to  exercise  authority  in  regard  to  these 
questions.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferences between  Turkey  and  the  Impe- 
rial Governments,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  complains  that  the  se- 
cond paragraph  relating  to  that  subject 
in  the  Queen *s  Speech,  states  that  ex- 
planations had  been  entered  into;  and  a 
third  paragraph  comes  afterwards  announc- 
ing the  employment  of  the  good  offices 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  was 
impossible  to  put  the  two  paragraphs  side 
by  side  together;  but  it  is  not  the  loss 
true  that  the  good  offices  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  did  accompany  the  explana- 
tions between  the  two  parties  concerned, 
and  I  think  we  may  fairly  assume  that  the 
exercise  of  those  good  offices,  in  concert 
with  those  of  the  Government  of  France, 
did  materially  contribute  to  render  suc- 
cessful those  explanations  which  took  place  | 
between  the  parties  concerned.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Youghall  wishes  to 
know  whether  it  is  likely  that  the  Russian 
Government  will  fulfil  the  engagements  in 
regard  to  the  principalities  of  Wallachia 
and  Moldavia  which  it  entered  into  with  the 
Porte  in  the  course  of  last  year.  It  is 
quite  true,  I  believe,  as  he  has  stated,  that 
at  the  present  moment  the  Russian  force  in 
the  principalities  considerably  exceeds  the 
number  stipulated  by  the  arrangement  of 
Balta-Liman  concluded  last  year;  but  one 
must  make  some  allowances  for  the  various 
and  difficult  circumstances  which  have  arisen 
since;  and  it  is  not  fair  to  infer  from  the 
fact  that  that  force  has  not  yet  been  re- 
duced to  the  stipulated  amount  that  it  will 
not  bo  so  reduced  at  an  early  period.  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
that  I  have  no  apprehension  of  that  attack 
on  Turjtey  which  he  seems  to  think  in- 
tended by  the  Russian  Government.  I 
am  persuaded  —  and  my  persuasion  is 
founded  on  assurances  given  by  the  Rus- 
sian Government — that  that  Government 
entertains  none  but  friendly  feelings  to- 
wards the  Turkish  empire  ;  and  that  as  ! 
soon  as  local  circumstances  will  permit, 
the  Russian  force  now  occupying  the  prin- 


cipalities will  be  reduced  to  the  number  sti- 
pulated by  the  arrangement  of  Balta-Li- 
man.  That  number,  as  he  stated,  is  to  be 
10,000  on  behalf  of  each  of  the  parties; 
the  Turkish  force  has  been  reduced,  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  number  of  10,000,  and  I  feel 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  Russian  force 
will  be  reduced  to  the  like  number  so  soon 
as  the  season  admits  of  the  remoral  of 
troops.  I  will  just  add,  with  regard  to 
blockades,  that  I  am  not  aware  that  we 
have  instituted  a  great  number  since  we 
have  come  into  office ;  the  Goyemment 
which  preceded  us  instituted  sereral  dur- 
ing its  existence.  I  remember  three,  at 
least,  on  the  coast  of  South  America.  I 
must  beg  to  disclaim  any  responsibility  for 
the  blockade  established  by  Denmark.  It 
was  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  coramercial 
interests  of  this  country,  and  I  assure  the 
House  that  no  effort  shall  be  wanting  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govemment  to 
persuade  the  parties  to  come  to  some  final 
and  satisfactory  arrangement,  which  shall 
put  out  of  question  any  renewal,  either  by 
land  or  by  sea,  of  hostilities  between  the 
Danes  and  the  Germans.  They  have  the 
strongest  inducements  to  be  on  the  best 
terms  with  each  other.  If  the  Germans 
have  an  interest  in  regard  to  Denmark,  it  is 
that  Denmark  should  be  maintained  as  a 
separate  and  independent  State;  and  if  the 
Danes  have  an  interest  in  regard  to  Ger-' 
many,  it  is  that  the  intercourse  between 
Denmark  and  Germany  should  be  as  free 
as  possible. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  said,  the  noble 
Viscount  had  most  successfully  avoided  the 
slightest  reference  to  that  question  which, 
without  disparagement  to  the  others,  he 
ventured  to  assert  was  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant, namely,  whether  in  that  crisis  of 
affairs  now  existing  in  Greece,  the  officers 
under  the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  or  had  not  acted  with  the 
concurrence  of  France  and  Rnssia;  the 
whole  danger  of  the  crisis  (saying  nothing 
of  the  credit  or  discredit  of  attacking  a 
weak  State,  even  in  a  just  cause)  being 
that  of  provoking  a  European  war,  if  Her 
Majesty  s  servants  had  acted  without  that 
concurrence.  The  noble  Lord  had  care- 
fully evaded  the  point,  satisfactory  as  his 
speech  was  on  some  others.  He  (Sir  R. 
II.  Inglis]  trusted  that  he  would  state  that 
whatever  measures  had  been  taken  on  the 
part  of  England  had  been  taken,  first,  in 
accordance  with  existing  treaties;  and, 
secondly,  with  the  concurrence  of  her  allies 
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ID  the  treaties  relating  to  Greece,  namely, 
the  Goyemments  of  France  and  Russia. 
Another  question  also  he  wished  to  ask  was 
this.    Whether  M.  Pacifico,  whose  wrongs 
were,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  danger  of 
being  redressed  at  such  risk  to  the  peace 
of  Europe,  were  or  were  not  a  British  sub- 
ject?    And,  lastly,  whether  Mr.   Finlay 
were  or  were  not  a  British  subject  ?     Be- 
cause, he  apprehended,  no  one  would  con- 
tend that  England  was  bound  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  any  and   every   man  who 
ohose  to  call  for  her  protection  in  any  part 
of  the  world.     He   regretted  the  loss  of 
the  services  in  Greece  of  a  gentleman  who 
was  second  but  to  one  as  a  diplomatist — 
he  meant  Sir  E.  Lyons.  And  ho  regretted 
that  a  Minister  of  such  special  experience 
in  the  relations  between  Greece  and  Eng- 
land should  have  been  displaced  by  one, 
who,  whatever  were  his  other  merits,  had 
no  diplomatic  experience  in  Greece  or  in 
any  other  country.     He  did  not  assert  or 
insinuate  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  this 
diange;  but  it  was  a  fact  unanswerable, 
uat,  subsequently  to  the  removal  of  Sir 
Edmnnd  Lyons,  and  within  a  few  months 
after  the  arrival  of  the  present  Minister,  the 
actual  danger  had  occurred ;   no  such  dan- 
ger having  arisen  in  the  long  period  during 
which  Sir  E.  Lyons  had  represented  the 
name   of  England.     He   alleged   nothing 
against  the  discretion  of  his  successor;  but 
ue  present  state  of  things  justified  {^n  ad- 
ditional regret  that  the  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try, in  Greece,  were  no  longer  conducted 
bj  the  eminent  diplomatist  whom  he  had 
named.     He  awaited  the  reply  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  important  question  originally 
pat  to  him  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
&  Sheffield. 

Viscount  PALMERSTON  :  Sir,  pro- 
ceedings of  this  kind,  which  are  directed 
to  obtain  from  the  subjects  of  one  country 
compensation  for  injuries  sustained  by 
them,  are  carried  on  by  the  agents  of  that 
.  cdantry,  and  it  is  not  usual  to  make  any 
appeal  to  the  agents  of  any  other  Power. 
With  regard  to  the  hon.  Baronet's  allusion 
to  Sir  T.  Wysc,  I  should  say  that  those 
qaestions  arose  during  the  period  when  Sir 
E.  Lyons  was  in  Greece;  they  were  pressed 
and  nrged  by  him  without  avail,  and  had 
been  pressed  and  urged  by  Sir  T.  Wyse 
wiihoat  avail.  It  is  only  in  consequence  of 
onr  experience  that  no  efforts  of  either 
hkre  obtained  redress,  that  the  interference 
of  the  Admiral  Parker  took  place.  With 
rt^eet  to  the  other  question,  the  parties 
both  British  subjects. 
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Mr.  PACKE  said,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  West  Riding  had  challenged 
the  protectionists  to  rise  and  defend  protec- 
tion on  its  merits.     Now  he  was  not  going 
to  produce  any  fire-works  of  rhetoric  in 
support  of  his  opinions,  but  he  would  un- 
dertake to  show  the  House  by  facts  and 
figures  that  the  agricultural  producers  of 
the   country  were   being  ruined  by   free 
trade.    Ho  advanced  this  position  boldly — 
namely,  that  the  farmers  and  labourers  of 
the  kingdom  must  be  irretrievably  ruined 
by  a  persistance  in  the  policy  of  free  trade. 
All  the  hon.  Gentleman's   experience   of 
agriculture   was   derived  from  his  recent 
acquisition  of  a  farm  which  consisted  of  two 
plots,   one  of  twenty-one  acres,  occupied 
by  a  miller,  the  other  of  thirty-two  acres, 
occupied  by  a  shopkeeper,  neither  of  whom 
were  dependent  for  subsistence  upon  farm- 
ing,     lie  would  ask  the  House  whether 
such  examples  were  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire in  bringing  them  forward  as  proofs 
of  the  success  with  which  agriculture  could 
be  followed  under  the  reduced  prices  occa- 
sioned by  free  trade  ?  Now  he  (Mr.  Pocke) 
as  a  tenant-farmer,  would  give  the  results 
of  his  experience  on  a  farm  of  100  acres, 
which  he  held   near   Loughborough,  and 
with  the  permission  of  the  House  he  would 
read  a  statement  of  the  comparative  expen- 
diture and  receipts  of  that  farm  under  pro- 
tection and  under  free  trade  ;*  but  before 
doinp:  that  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  matter  connected  with  that 
part  of  the  Speech  relating  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  people;  and  here  he  must 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  determine  with 
what  degree  of  justice  it  was  expected  that 
the  land  should  not  only  provide  the  poor 
with  cheap  food,  but  bear  the  charges  of 
drainage  and  of  making  the  air  wholesome 
for   the   people.     The   Sanitary  Commis- 
sioners had  sent  a  letter  to  Loughborough 
directing  that  it  should  bo  drained  ;   and 
he  begged  to  assure  the   House  that   no 
one  could  bo  more  desirous  than  himself  of 
doing  everything  that  could  be  required  for 
the  health  of  the  people,  and  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  to  avert  the  return  of  the  pesti- 
lence of  last  year ;  but  he  could  not  see 
why  the  expense  of  doing  so  should  fall  ex- 
clusively upon  the  land.     In  the  present 
instance,  however,  as  his  farm  was  in  that 
parish,  he  would  have  to  pay  6«.  Qd.  an 
acre  for  that  purpose. 
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COMPARATIVE  EXPENDITURE  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  A  FARM. 

Occupation  of  100  Acres  in  the  Parish  of  Louohborough,  divided  into  Five  Parts  of  30  Acres  each, 
cropped  by  a  Four-course  System  successively  of  Seeds,  Wheat,  Turnips,  and  Bar^j,  the  Fifth 
Part  being  Pasture : — 

Expentet  of  Entry  and  Stocking,  being  Capital  invested  an  the  Farm. 

Tenant-right  to  outgoing  tenant J&174  17  9 

dorses,  waggons,  implements  of  husbandry,  d^c 300     0  0 

Store  beasts,  sheep,  and  pigs  to  stock  the  &rm,  and  first  year's  oiUcake 484     0  0 

Seed,  barley,  and  labour  of  ploughing  and  sowing  it  on  entering    33  10  9 

For  first  year's  improvement  of  &rm,  being  20  percent  on  rent    44    0  0 

Poultry  and  sundries  5  11  6 


J&1042     0    0 


xxpenditurb. 


Prices  under  Protection. 


local  bur-' 


Rent  at  44«.  per  acre 
dens  921.  lOt 

Seed — 5  quarters  wheat,  at  66s 
lil,;  6  quarters  barley,  at  d5« 
82. 158. ;  turnip  and  grass  seeds 
5/.  68 

16  store  beasts,  at  III.  As 

ISO  store  sheep,  at  ll.Ss. 

10  pigs,  at  IL  Is 

Oil-cake  and  other  cattle  food  

Labour,  at  111.  a  week  

Blacksmith,  carpenter,  bricklayer, 
collar-maker,  Ac 

Manure    

Keep  of  four  horses    

Depreciation  fund  for  keeping  up 
horses  and  dead  stock,  10  per 
cent  on  3002.  laid  out  on 
entry 

Tenant's  income-tax  

Insurance    

For  improvement  df  farm,  being  20 
per  cent  on  rent    


£      s.  d. 
312  10     0 

28     0     0 


} 


179 

4 

0 

182 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

45 

10 

0 

175 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

28 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

} 


Prices  under  Free  Imports,  aUowing  for  a 
Fall  of  Two-sevenths. 

/Abatementof  rent,  28  per  cent; \    ^-^  -^    . 
t     local  burdens,  92/.  lOj /   250  10    0 

I'Wheat,  at  21.,  102.;  barley,  at  W. 
i  5s.,  62.  5s. :  turnip  and  grass 
(^    seeds,  32.  15f 

At  82 128    0 

At  12 130    0 

7  10 

32  10 


■^ 


20    0    0 


...  At  I5s 

...  At  8s.  a  week 


125    0 
7  10 


20 
75 


0 
0 


3    4    2  ...  Tenant's  income-tax 
1  10     0  ...  Insurance    , 


44     0     0 


For  depreciation  of  &t  stock  by 
disease  first  introduced  into 
this  country  by  importation: 
—  On  5102.  for  beasts,  sheep, 
and  pigs,  10  per  cent 


£1,154  18    2 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


30     0     0...  8  per  cent 24    0    0 


2    6    1 

12    0 

35    4    0 


51     0    0 
£900  12    1 


income. 


Under  Protection. 


£ 
280 


20  acres  wheat,   5  qrs.  an  acre,\ 

at56« ) 

20  acres  barley,  7  qrs.  an  acrc,> 

at36» / 

16  fat  beasts  at  21/.  336 

170  sheep,  at  22.  2s 357 

10  pigs,  at  22.  28 21 

Wool  from  60  sheep  kept  in  8um->       n. 

mer,  15  tods,  at  12.  Ss / 

Poultry  and  sundries 3 


8. 

0 


0 
0 
0 

0 

3 


d. 
0 


245     0     0 


0 
0 
0 

0 

0 


1,263     3     0 
Deduct  expenditure 1,154  18     2 

Farmer's  profit £108     4  10 


Under  Free  Imports,  allowing  for  &  Fall  of 
Two-sevenths. 

£ 


Ditto,  at  21. 200 

Ditto,  at  12.  58 175 

Ditto,  at  152 240 

Ditto,  at  12.  lOj 255 

Ditto,  at  12.  lOj 15 

Ditto,  at  12 15 

Ditto    2 


Farmer's  loss 


f. 

0 


0 
0 
0 

0 

5 


0 


0    0 


0 
0 
0 

0 

0 


002    5    0 

7    7    1 


Expenditure £909  12     1 
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These  facts  and  figures  conld  not  be  con- 
troTerted  or  OTertumed,  and  the  deduction 
would  be  that  free  trade  must  be  ruinous  to 
the  tenant-farmers  as  well  as  to  their  la- 
bourers. Now,  what  had  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer gained  by  free  trade?  It  had  been 
asserted  by  hon.  Members  opposite  that  the 
labourer  gained  in  other  matters  more  than 
be  lost  by  a  reduction  of  wages  under  the 
operation  of  free  trade ;  that,  in  short,  the 
agricultural  labourer  was  better  off  at  Ss, 
per  week  under  free  trade,  than  at  lis. 
under  protection.  Why,  he  scarcely  knew 
of  an  agricultural  labourer  in  his  district 
who  did  not  grow  his  own  corn.  AH  his  ag- 
ricultural labourers  had  allotments.  How, 
then,  was  it  possible  for  a  labourer  who 
grew  his  own  corn,  and  whose  earnings 
were  reduced  to  Ss,  per  week  by  free  trade, 
to  make  up  the  difference  in  the  cheapness 
of  other  things  ?  There  was  nothing  that 
be  consumed  which  could  compensate  by 
eheapness  for  this  reduction.  If  it  were 
pat  to  the  labourer  whether  he  would  have 
eom  at  56s,  and  wages  at  lis,,  or  com  at 
40«.  and  wages  at  Ss.,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whateyer  of  his  decision.  The  House 
was  called  on  to  address  Her  Majesty  to 
the  effect  that  the  House — 

"  united  with  Her' Majesty  in  the  feelings  of  sincere 
gratifloation  with  which  Her  Majesty  witnesses 
the  increased  enjoyment  of  the  necessaries  and 
eomlbrts  of  life  which  cheapness  and  plenty  have 
bestowed  on  the  great  body  of  the  people." 

He  could  not  understand  what  this  meant. 
Who  were  the  great  body  of  the  people  ? 
He  would  show  the  House  who  they  were, 
and  then  it  would  be  clear  this  paragraph 
contained  one  of  the  greatest  untruths  ever 
uttered  in  that  House.  In  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
total  number  of  persons  engaged  or  de- 
pendent on  agriculture  was  17,469,893, 
the  number  dependent  on  manufactures 
was  9,366,196.  Why,  was  the  House  to 
be  told  that  the  manufacturing  consumers 
were  the  great  body  of  the  people  ?  The 
lion.  Member  for  Cork  told  the  House  the 

eior  man  had  no  interest  in  protection, 
e  could  assure  him  that  thousands  and 
thousands  of  his  countrymen  who  annually 
eaine  orer  to  assist  in  getting  in  the  bar- 
Teat— than  whom  a  more  steady,  hardwork- 
ing*  and  openhearted  set  of  men  could  not 
be  fonnd — ^that  these  men  were  all  deeply 
interested  in  protection — for  the  adoption 
of  ftee-trade  principles  would  naturally  af- 
ieet  the  wages  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  receive.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mai  ton 
lid  the  land  ought  to  be  improved.     He 

VOL.CVIII.    {J^\ 


could  assure  the  hon.  Member,  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lived,  none  were  more 
anxious  to  improve  their  property  than  the 
agriculturists,  and  none  had  carried  im- 
provement further.  But  the  hon.  Member, 
in  answer  to  the  complaint  of  the  poor- 
rates  being  heavy  on  the  land,  had  stated 
that  magistrates  could  lower  the  rates  if 
they  pleased.  He  (Mr.  Packe)  had  pre- 
sided as  magistrate  in  his  own  county  for 
many  years,  and  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  magistrates  had  no  power, 
as  he  supposed,  to  lower  rates;  they  had  no 
control  in  any  way  over  the  poor-rates,  nor 
were  there  any  means  under  the  Poor  Law 
Act  of  altering  the  rates.  He  had  proved 
that  the  labourer  gained  nothing  under  free 
trade,  and  also  that  the  tenant-farmer  was 
injured.  The  tenant-farmer  in  this  coun- 
try must  be  affected  in  the  greatest  degree 
by  the  change  consequent  on  the  adoption 
of  free  trade.  Already  much  had  been 
said  on  the  gross  injustice  of  the  operation 
of  the  income  tax,  which  compelled  him  to 
pay,  not  on  his  actual  income,  but  on  one 
half  of  his  rent,  which  was  regarded  as 
profit,  no  matter  whether  he  derived  any 
profit  or  not.  It  had  been  stated,  and  he 
believed  with  great  truth,  that  tenant- 
farmers  had  thrown  up  their  lands  in  many 
cases.  A  reference  had  been  made  to  the 
conduct  of  a  noble  Duke  in  giving  a  large 
sum — many  thousand  pounds — to  a  tenant, 
by  way  of  compensation  for  improvements 
undertaken  on  the  faith  of  protection 
prices;  but  he  would  ask,  whether  it  would 
be  possible  for  private  gentlemen  gene- 
rally, under  such  circumstances,  to  have 
given  5,000^.  or  6,0001.  to  a  tenant?  He 
was  certain,  if  agricultural  produce  was  to 
remain  at  present  prices,  that  the  farmer 
and  labourer  would  be  ruined.  The  land- 
lord, if  he  got  any  rent,  might  drag  on  for 
some  time  longer;  but  the  certain  conclu- 
sion would  be,  that  he,  as  well  as  the  farmer 
and  the  labourer,  would  also  be  ruined. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  though  he 
attended  quarter-sessions  regularly,  ap- 
peared to  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  regulated  society  in  reference 
to  commerce  and  manufactures.  What 
would  be  said  if  the  manufacturers  were  to 
come  to  Parliament,  and — representing  the 
deplorable  state  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced by  the  reduction  of  the  prices  of 
their  manufactures :  that  they  were  obliged 
now  to  sell  cotton  goods  for  which  they 
formerly  obtained  9d.  a  yard  for  3<l.— de- 
mand protection,  on  the  ground  that  Par- 
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lUment  had  been  instramental  in  prodac- 
ing  that  result,  in  consequence  of  its  having 
consulted  in  its  legislation  the  interests  of 
the  consumer  rather  than  of  the  producer  ? 
Such  a  demand  would  be  scouted  as  ridi- 
culous. Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to 
have  been  asleep  for  the  last  half  century, 
if  they  supposed  that  was  the  principle  on 
which  those  things  proceeded.  He  hoped 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  West 
Riding  would  treat  the  uncalled-for  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken,  with 
that  contempt  which  it  merited.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  fancy  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  attend  to  whatever 
demand  the  producers  of  com  might  bring 
before  it,  without  any  reference  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  consumers.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mistook  altogether  the  duty  of  Par- 
liament. Throughout  all  its  proceedings, 
except  while  monopoly  prevailed  in  favour 
of  the  landed  interest.  Parliament  had  pro- 
ceeded on  the  opposite  principle.  He  re- 
collected, certainly,  when  monopoly  was 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  interests  and  dic- 
tates of  the  monopolist  producers  only 
were  respected  ;  but  as  monopoly  was  now 
scouted,  and  the  cry  on  the  other  side,  as 
well  as  on  that,  *'  no  monopoly,"  he  could 
not  understand  the  drift  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's argument.  No  speech  had  satis- 
fied him  more  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address,  than  that  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  moved  the  Amendment.  Though 
ho  did  not  agree  in  all  his  conclusions,  he 
went  fully  with  him  in  his  demand  for  car- 
rying out  the  free-trade  principle  in  every- 
thing. No  doubt  the  sudden  transition 
from  protection  to  free  trade  in  com  occa- 
sioned much  difficulty  to  the  producers ; 
but  that  difficulty  was  mainly  due  to  the 
agriculturists  themselves,  who  had  strenu- 
ously refused  to  proceed  gradually  from 
the  bad  and  unnatural  to  a  good  and  natu- 
ral system.  But  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  never  listen  to  any  proposition  of 
that  kind.  In  1829  he  endeavoured  to 
show  the  absolute  necessity  of  abandon- 
ing the  unnatural  and  artificial  state  of 
things  in  regard  to  the  com  laws  which 
then  prevailed,  and  proposed  that  they 
should  do  it  gradually  by  fixing  a  duty  of 
1  Oj.  for  the  first  year — and  he  would  not 
have  objected  had  it  been  greater — and 
reducing  it  1«.  a  year  afterwards  until  they 
returned  to  a  state  of  perfect  free  trade ; 
but  out  of  a  full  House — he  believed  nearly 
600  Members — only  thirteen  voted  for  the 
proposition.     Sinco  then,  however,  a  revo- 


lution had  taken  place  in  men's  minds; 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  Import  Duties 
Committee  had  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world,  he  might  almost  say,  bnt  cer- 
tainly of  the  mass  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  free  trade  in  com  had  been 
established.     Well,  now,  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  represented   the  agricaltarists,   and 
who  were  formerly  the  great  opponents 
of  that  measure,  ask  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  category  as  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity.     That  was  a  most  reasonable  and 
just  demand,  and  he,  for  one,  was  prepared 
fully  to  concede  it,  and  to  say  that  what- 
ever burdens  there  were  upon  land  which 
other  interests  were  free  from,  ought  to  be 
removed.     He  was  quite   confident  that 
that  was  the  principle  on  which  free  trade 
had  been  established,  and  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tarn  worth, 
who  proposed  and  carried  free   trade  in 
com,  never  intended  to  have  any  part  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  protected  whfle 
he  deprived  agriculture  of  protection;  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
assistance   would  be    given  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  perfect  equality.    It 
was  useless  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
case  of  one  farmer  or  another,  with  the 
view  to  show  the  cost  of  cultivation  in 
comparison  with  the  return  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  land,  because  no  two  fiurmen, 
though  their  farms  might  be  alike  in  every 
other  particular,  would  agree  as  to  the 
outlay.     He  would  say  to  the  fiumers,  let 
them  put  themselves  in  the  category  of 
manufacturers;  they  were  manufacturers  <tf 
com,  cattle,  and  various  productions  of  the 
land;    and  there  were  no  manufEtcturers 
who  possessed  any  claim  to  protection.    It 
was  of  no  use  to  talk  about  the  rent  of 
land.    It  might  be  worth  40«.  an  acre.    It 
might  be  worth  20«.  or  10«.;  but  whatera 
it  was  worth  the  landlord  must  be  content 
to  take.     No  doubt  it  was  the  duty  and 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  to  see  that  tiie 
various  charges  upon  land  were  reduced  to 
the  lowest  possible  point;  but  as  to  rent, 
the  landlord  must  take  what  he  could  get 
for  his  farms.     Whatever  protection  tiie 
manufacturers  enjoyed,  the  farmers  should 
enjoy  the  same,  but  no  more.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wanted  more.     He  asked  the 
House  to  take  his  debtor  and  creditor  ac- 
count, and  if  there  should  be  loss  by  Ins 
farming  operations  to  make  that  loss  good. 
What  had  Parliament  to  do  with  that  loss  ? 
If  prices  continued  so  low  that  the  land 
could  not  be  cultivated  at  its  present  expen- 
diture without  a  loss,  that  expenditure  must 
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Ve  reduced  either  by  lowering  the  rent,  or 
in  some  other  way.      He  did  not  refer  to 
wages,  which,  it  appeared,  were  sufficiently 
low  already.     He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
wages  weire  as  low  as  7s,  or  Ss,  in  the 
hen.  Gentleman's  neighbourhood.     It  was 
not  so  in  his  part  of  the  country.     But  the 
landlords  had  raised  the  alarm  unneces- 
sarily, and  instead  of  exhorting  the  farmers 
to  exertion  to  meet  the  difficulty  in  which 
the  sudden  change  from  protection  to  free 
trade  had  placed  them,  and  assisting  in 
that  object  themselyes,  they  went  round 
the  country  calling  public  meetings,  raising 
the  eiy  of  alarm,  and  telling  the  farmers 
that  they  must  all  be  ruined,  and  there 
was  no   help  for  it,   until  they  had    so 
impreesed    the    farmers    with    the    truth 
•f   their    statements,    that    he    believed 
that  they  would   be  miserable,   if   they 
were   not  ruined.      In   this   respect  the 
oonntrj  gentlemen    had    taken    a    most 
inaane  and  injurious  course.     No  doubt 
the  fanner  could  not  live  if  prices  con- 
turned  disproportionately  low,  as  compared 
with  the  cost  of  cultivation;  but  then  it 
would  become  a  question  between  him  and 
the  landlord  whether  there  must  not  be  a 
reduction  in  the  rent,  and,  instead  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  coming  down  to  Parlia- 
ment to  ask  for  legislation  and  protection 
fiir  the  farmer  to  enable  him  to  maintain  a 
irafit,  he  ought  to  set  his  mind  to  consider 
mow  ike  land  might  be  cultivated  at  less 
cost.      He  (Mr.   Hume)   recollected    last 
year,  when  he  moved  for  a  Select  Com- 
auttee  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the 
eonnty  rates,  with  the  view  to  reduce  that 
burden,  Tery  few  of  the  agricultural  Mem- 
beni  TOted  with  him.      The  subject  of  de- 
wedation  had  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  last  spoke,  and  he  seemed 
to  anppose  that  depreciation  in  farming 
■Cock  and  farming  capital  had  never  taken 
place  before  in  this  country.     In   1843, 
wben  that  question  was  before  the  House, 
a  gentleman — a  member  of  the  Agricul- 
tnnl  Association — sent  him  (Mr.  Hume) 
a  pi^er  pointing  out  the  great  deprecia- 
lioB  which  had  taken  place  in  1842,  in  con- 
■eqaenoe  of  ^e  low  prices  of  that  year. 
The  calculation  this  gentleman  made  was, 
Aai  fiurminff  stock  and  farming  capital  had 
Hiffered  a  depreciation  in  1842,  as  corn- 
fared  with  the  previous  year,  of  25  per  cent, 
cr»  m  the  gross,  117,000,000/.     This  re- 
Inn  wna made  in  Feb.,  1843.  But  he  (Mr. 
Hnne)  took  it  that  the  greater  the  deprecia- 
Mi  resulting  from  free  trade,  the  greater 
■qoctice  which  had  been  committed  by 


monopoly  on  the  people  at  large.  His 
hon.  Friend  who  had  moved  the  Address, 
had  calculated  that  the  loss  to  the  com- 
munity by  protection  had  been  9 1,000,0002. 
a  year.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Hume)  remembered 
that,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Import 
Committee,  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow 
stated,  as  the  result  of  a  calculation  made 
by  him,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Deacon 
Hume,  that  the  loss  to  the  community  by 
these  protective  laws  was  60,000,000/.  a 
year — an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
taxes  laid  on  by  the  Grown.  That  state- 
ment was  pooh-pooh  *d  at  the  time,  but 
he  rejoiced  to  find  that  its  correctness  was 
now  confirmed.  In  his  opinion,  the  com 
laws  had  for  many  years  operated  as  a 
great  check  on  the  property  of  the  king- 
dom, while  free  trade  would  give  a  wider 
field  for  the  exertions  of  all  classes,  and 
tend  to  universal  prosperity.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Leices- 
tershire had  put  down  the  agricultural  po- 
pulation at  upwards  of  seventeen  millions* 
while  he  had  estimated  those  engaged  in 
commerce  and  manufactures  at  only  nine 
millions.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  believed  the 
more  correct  estimate  to  be,  that  one-third 
of  the  whole  population  were  dependent  on 
agriculture,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds 
on  commerce  and  manufactures.  It  was 
clear,  therefore,  that  free  trade  already 
benefited  the  greater  immber  ;  and  it  was 
his  firm  conviction  that,  in  the  end,  it 
would  be  found  equally  advantageous  to 
all.  The  hon.  Member  for  West  Surrey, 
whom  he  was  sorry  not  to  see  present, 
had  accused  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  West  Riding  with  having  been 
the  means  of  deteriorating  the  condition  of 
the  British  labourer.  He  admitted  the  in- 
dustry of  the  working  classes  of  this  coun- 
try— he  believed  the  labourers  in  no  other 
country  worked  so  hard  and  so  continu- 
ously; but  if  anything  more  than  another 
was  calculated  to  improve  their  condition, 
it  was  this  very  measure  of  free  trade. 
What  situation  should  we  be  in  if  our  fo- 
reign trade  were  stopped,  and  we  had  to 
depend  on  our  own  resources,  recollecting 
that  we  were  essentially  a  manufacturing 
people,  and  imported  more  than  half  our 
supplies  ?  Twenty  years  ago  the  cot- 
ton trade  amounted  to  thirty-four  or  thirty- 
five  millions,  one-fifth  only  of  which  was 
taken  by  the  home  market,  the  rest  being 
exported  to  foreign  countries.  The  open- 
ing of  the  trade  in  corn  was  the  means  by 
which  the  industry  of  the  country  would 
be  best  promoted,  and  the  condition  of  the 
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labourer  improyed,  as  it  would  enable  the 
foreigner  to  send  here  that  alone  which  he 
could  pay  for  our  manufactures  with.     He 
should  be  glad  when  the  daj  came  for  the 
promised  debate  as  to  the  effect  of  free 
trade  on  labour,  because  he  was  sure  that 
the  result  would  be  that  it  had  been,  so 
far  as  it  had  gone,  most  beneficial.      The 
present  debate,  in  which  the  leaders  on 
the  other  side  appeared  to  be  altogether 
beaten  in  facts  and  in  argument,  must  be 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  TamwortH,  as  evi- 
dencing the  triumph  of  those  principles  he 
so  ably  expounded  in  1842.     He  wished, 
while  on  his  legs,  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion from  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  not  on  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, but  our  home  affairs,  which  appeared 
to  occupy  not  one-tenth  of  the  attention 
on  the  part  of  Ministers  which  were  given 
to  foreign  matters.     They  had  already  re- 
ceived some  information  regarding  foreign 
affairs — they  had  had  a  great  blue  book 
given  them  about  the  affairs  of  Italy,  and 
another    about    Hungary ;   he  wanted  to 
know  something  about  our  affairs  at  home; 
they  had  been  told  nothing  about  remedial 
measures,  or  about  any  measure  of  import- 
ance respecting  the  internal  condition  of 
the  country.     The  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment gave  ten  times  the  attention  to 
foreign  that  they  did  to  domestic  affairs. 
Ministers  had  intimated  some  change  in 
respect  to  the  elective  franchise  in  Irel9,nd, 
but  he  thought  the  people  of  this  country 
were  also  entitled  to  some  consideration. 
Looking  at  the  situation  in  which  we  were 
placed,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  peo- 
ple had  supported  the  Government  in  their 
endeavours  to  preserve  the  peace,  the  quiet 
orderly  manner   in  which  they  had  con- 
ducted themselves  amid  severe  privations 
and  suffering,  entitled  them  to  some  atten- 
tion and  some  relief.    He  regretted  to  find 
no  allusion  in  the  Speech  of  the  Royal 
Commissioners   to   the    extension   of  the 
suffrage.     The  promise  made  by  the  noble 
Lord,  in  1832,  of  the  entire   removal  of 
class  legislation  —  the   taking   the  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  few,  and  placing  it 
in  those  of  the  real  representatives  of  the 
people — had  not  been  realised  under  the 
Reform  Bill.     This  brought  him   to   the 
last  paragraph  in  the  Royal  Speech;  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  avail  him- 
self of  the  present   opportunity  to    state 
to   the   House  whether   he    meant  to  in- 
troduce   a   reform    in     Parliament,    and 
make   such   other   changes   as  would  di- 


minish the  amount  of  crime  in  the  coun- 
try.    The  paragraph  was  as  follows  : — 

**  It  is  Her  Majesty's  hope  and  belief,  that  bj 
combining  libertj  with  order,  bj  preserving  what 
is  valuable,  and  amending  what  is  defective,  70a 
will  sustain  the  fabric  of  our  institutions  as  the 
abode  and  the  shelter  of  a  firee  and  happj  people.'' 

He  asked  nothing  more.  He  wanted 
nothing  more  than  to  preserve  what  was 
valuable,  and  to  amend  what  was  de- 
fective. The  noble  Lord  had  admitted, 
and  all  hon.  Gentlemen  were  aware  of 
the  defective  state  of  the  representation; 
therefore  it  was  sincerely  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  be  able  to  state 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  propose 
any  extension  of  Parliamentary  reform,  so 
as  to  take  away  that  which  was  odious  in 
the  eye  of  the  people — ^namely,  the  nomi- 
nation of  hon.  Members  to  that  House. 
He  did  not  ask  the  noble  Lord  and  his 
Colleagues  to  go  to  the  extent  that  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  would  go,  for  he  had  always 
trusted  the  people,  and  had  the  most  per- 
fect confidence  in  them,  and  therefore  be 
would  grant  them  extensive  rights.  The 
principle  of  the  constitution  was,  that  the 
people  were  the  root  of  all  power,  and 
that  they  should  possess  the  full  privilege 
of  electing  those  who  had  to  dispose  of 
their  lives  and  liberties.  Seeing  that  the 
defects  in  the  representation  were  admit* 
ted,  and  that  the  people  of  England  were 
anxious  for  improvements,  could  the  noble 
Lord  give  any  information  on  the  im- 
.portant  subject  of  reform  in  addition  to 
that  the  Royal  Speech  contained?  Was 
it  intended  that  there  should  be  such  a 
reform  in  Parliament  as  the  people  re- 
quired ?  He  had  no  wish  that  any 
change  should  take  place  which  should  not 
consolidate  the  Government  of  the  coan- 
try.  He  was  as  groat  a  friend  to  peace 
and  order  as  any  man  in  the  land,  and  it 
was  on  that  ground  he  wished  the  noble 
Lord  to  reconsider  the  speech  he  delivered 
two  nights  ago,  because  every  able  argu- 
ment he  had  then  adduced  against  altering 
the  present  system  of  free  trade,  would  ap- 
ply still  more  strongly  in  favour  of  having 
reform  in  Parliament,  and  granting  con- 
tentment to  the  great  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  believed  that  a  large  portion  of 
our  military  establishments  were  kept  up 
in  order  to  suppress  the  demands  of  the 
people.  He  supported  the  principles  of 
the  Charter,  but  repudiated  altogether  tlie 
attempts  made  to  carry  it  out;  and  it  ap- 
peared perfectly  clear  to  him  that  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  Colleagues  had  been 
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obliged  to  add  to  the  military  force,  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  their  coercion 
laws,  with  the  yiew  of  putting  down  the 
demand  which  existed  almost  universally 
in  favour  of  improved  Parliamentary 
representation,  particularly  among  the  la- 
bouring classes.  Let  the  noble  Lord 
place  them  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  not  restrict  the  franchise 
to  1,000.000,  instead  of  6,000,000  or 
7,000,000  persons.  He  submitted  that 
ihe  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  against  the 
demands  of  the  protectionists,  would  apply 
equally  well  in  favour  of  giving  the  people 
Parliamentary  reform,  placing  them  within 
the  pale  of  the  constitution,  and  interest- 
ipg  them  in  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try; and  he  believed  that  if  these  rights 
were  granted,  the  noble  Lord  would  do 
more  to  establish  Her  Majesty's  throne  in 
the  hearts  of  Her  subjects  than  by  any 
other  plan  he  could  adopt.  Another 
queetion  he  wished  to  ask  was  this,  was 
it  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  afford  relief  by  taking  off  those 
taxes  which  were  known  to  be  most  mis- 
ciiieyous  and  injurious  to  the  people  ? 
Her  Majesty  had  alluded  in  Her  Speech 
to  the  precautions  against  sickness,  and 
to  the  necessity  of  adopting  sanitary 
meafforea;  but  how  could  the  noble  Lord 
pot  a  sentonce  of  that  kind  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's mouth,  or  appear  earnest  in  his 
expressions  of  wishing  to  attend  to  sani- 
taiy  measures,  when  he  still  imposed  the 
window  tax,  which  was  the  greatest  of  all 
enemies  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
working  classes  ?  If  the  noble  Lord 
wished  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
Mntained  in  the  Speech,  and  to  con- 
gratulate the  House  on  steps  having  been 
taken  in  the  country  to  promote  sanitary 
I,  why  did  not  he  state,  at  the 
le  time*  that  the  burden  of  the  window 

would  he  taken  off  the  people  ?      It 

a  downright  mockery  to  tell  the  peo- 
yb  of  England  that  they  should  raise 
■mej  to  promote  the  health  of  their 
gispective  boroughs,  by  draining  and  pure 
alr»  whilst  they  shut  out,  by  legislation 
nd  taxation,  fresh  air  from  the  in- 
kabitants.  He  further  called  upon  the 
aaila  Lord  to  lessen  the  burdens  at  home 
kf  refonning  the  whole  of  our  colonial 
^ituiii^  making  the  colonics  free  and 
wflfing  adjuncts  of  this  country,  giving 
the  means  of  managing   their  own 

I,  and   paying   their  own   expenses. 

adnmtages  of  this  reform  would  be 
We  might  then  relieve  ourselves 

dM  support   of  that  large  military 


I  force  which  was  now  maintained  for  the 
preservation  of  order  in  the  colonies,  and 
we  should  have  emigrants  in  large  num- 
bers proceeding  from  this  country  of  their 
own  accord.  These  were  three  points, 
then,  upon  which  the  country  required  in- 
formation ;  and  he  should  feel  thankful  to  the 
noble  Lord  if  he  would  at  once  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  to  satisfy  all  inquiry. 

Mr.  G  rattan  thought  that  the  ques- 
tions which  had  been  asl^ed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  might  be  answered 
on  some  other  occasion.  He  had  himself 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  few  words 
as  to  the  vote  which  he  had  given  on  a 
previous  evening,  on  the  Amendment  to 
the  Address.  It  was  painful  for  him  to 
have  to  answer  for  that  vote,  because,  how- 
ever satisfied  he  might  be  as  to  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country,  he  had  no  satisfac- 
tion as  regarded  his  own.  In  the  one  they 
had,  comparatively,  a  picture  of  happiness; 
in  the  other,  a  picture  of  desolation.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  ac- 
count for  such  a  state  of  things;  for  it  was 
not  merely  a  matter  of  interest  to  his  coun- 
try, but  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  He 
had  admired  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  moved  the  Address,  but 
quite  as  much  for  what  he  had  omitted  as 
for  what  he  had  told  them.  He  had  told 
them,  however,  that  if  Ireland  had  been 
properly  managed  she  would  have  given 
corn  enough  for  this  country  as  well  as  for 
herself.  Well,  for  fifty  years  past  they  had 
Ireland  under  their  control,  and  what  had 
they  done  ?  They  had  brought  matters  to 
such  a  pass  that  they  had  driven  the  farmers 
and  labourers  out  of  the  country.  It  had 
been  stated  that  the  consequences  of  the 
scarcity  which  prevailed  in  Ireland  had 
been  mitigated  by  the  tranquillity  which 
existed  in  that  country;  but  the  proposi- 
tion was  one  which  he  confessed  his  in- 
ability to  understand.  He  could  not  un- 
derstand how  the  consequence  of  scarcity, 
which  was  hunger,  could  be  mitigated  by 
tranquillity.  The  inconvenience  which  was 
the  result  of  hunger  might  no  doubt  be 
succeeded  by  tranquillity,  but  it  was  the 
tranquillity  of  the  grave;  and  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  a  large  loaf,  or  even  a 
small  one,  would  be  preferable  to  quies- 
cence purchased  at  so  dear  a  price.  It 
was  made  a  subject  of  felicitation  in  the 
Royal  Speech,  that  the  necessaries  of  life 
might  be  had  for  little  or  nothing  in  Ire- 
land at  present;  but  from  that  assurance, 
he,  for  one,  could  derive  no  comfort.  In 
Ireland  they  had  not  even  a  little  now,  and 
what  had  become  of  the  nothing  ?  The  un. 
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fortunate  Irishman  was  in  the  position  of 
the  ilUfated  individual  whose  hapless  case 
had  been  so  pathetically  alluded  to  by  the 
Roman  satirist — 

**  Nil  habuit  Codrus ;  quia  enim  aegat  ?    £t 

tamen  illud 
Perdidit  infelix  totum  nil." 

Of  what  avail  waa  it  to  a  starving  man 
that  the  comforts  or  even  the  luxuries  of 
life  might  he  had  at  an  insignificant  ex- 
pense, if  he  found  it  as  difficult  to  procure 
a  small  sum  as  a  large  one  ?  With  respect 
to  the  free-traders,  he  candidly  confessed 
that  he  never  believed  one-half  they  said; 
and  if  the  hon.  Members  who  were  now 
listening  to  him  would  do  him  the  favour  to 
look  over  the  list  of  divisions  on  free-trade 
questions,  they  would  not  find  that  his 
name  figured  there.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  believed  the  free-trade  party  had 
fallen  into  many  errors,  and  committed 
many  mistakes.  The  hon.  Member  who 
had  moved  the  Address  was  the  real  au- 
thor of  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws.  Him 
he  (Mr.  Grattan)  believed,  because  he  was 
not  a  merchant  or  a  trader;  but  if  he  had 
been  either,  he  would  not  have  been  so 
ready  to  give  credence  to  his  representa- 
tions. He  remembered  having  asked  that 
hon.  Member  whether  he  thought  that,  in 
^e  event  of  free  trade  being  carried,  the 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  would  be 
reduced,  and  also  whether  he  thought  it 
probable  that  foreigners  would  receive  the 
goods  of  our  manufacturers;  and  to  each 
inquiry  ^e  hon.  Gentleman  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  But  the  event  had  lamentably 
falsified  his  prediction,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
the  latter  part  of  the  assurance  was  con- 
eemed.  Foreign  nations,  so  far  from  ma- 
nifesting any  desire  to  receive  our  goods, 
and  to  reciprocate  our  free-trade  policy, 
had  enacted  hostile  tariffs,  and  seemed  re- 
solved to  pursue,  in  our  regard,  as  un- 
friendly a  system  as  possible.  True,  the 
English  were  still  as  they  had  been  de- 
scribed by  Voltaire,  des  gensfiers  et  hardis, 
and  they  might  perhaps  recover  from  the 
experiment;  but  as  for  unhappy  Ireland, 
he  saw  ^at  day  by  day  she  was  going 
from  bad  to  worse.  He  denied  that  there 
was  free  trade  in  any  fair  or  equitable  sense 
of  the  word.  He  had  received  from  abroad 
a  letter  from  a  friend  who  could  not  drink 
British  port,  and  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
getting  over  a  cask  of  foreign  wine.  Well, 
that  wine  paid  51,  duty,  and  his  friend 
wanted  to  know  why,  with  free  trade,  he 
was  to  pay  that  for  German  wine  ?  Well, 
another  friend  received  some  Sicilian  wine, 
which  cost  221.  in  that  country,  and  for 


which  he  paid  15^.  duty.  An  Irish  Mem** 
ber  coming  over  to  attend  his  Farliamen-* 
tary  duties  in  this  country,  could  not  dare 
to  bring  a  gallon  of  Irish  whisky  over  with 
him.  If  he  were  to  do  so,  he  would  have 
to  pay  lOOl,  to  Her  Majesty's  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  which  would  be  purchase 
ing  Irish  whisky  at  rather  too  dear  a  rate. 
At  the  present  moment  some  of  the  best 
spirituous  liquor  in  the  empire,  of  the 
richest  possible  flavour,  and  more  than 
thirty  years  old,  was  lying  in  the  Queen's 
stores  at  Liverpool,  having  been  forfeited 
under  what  they  were  pleasantly  told  waa 
the  free-trade  system.  If  the  Irish  Mem- 
ber, misled,  poor  simple  fellow !  by  the  re« 
presentations  of  English  excise  officers, 
who  ridiculed  him  for  bringing  over  so 
small  a  quantity  as  a  gallon,  were  to  fetch 
over  a  puncheon  the  next  time,  he  would 
find  that  before  the  end  of  the  Session  had 
arrived,  more  than  one-fourth  would  have 
escaped  or  evaporated;  and  yet,  when  he 
came  to  settle  accounts  at  the  Excise  Office, 
he  would  find  that  he  would  have  to  pay 
duty  for  the  whole.  And  that  was  what 
they  called  the  free-trade  system.  Such 
treatment  of  the  Irish  was  in  direct  viola* 
tion  of  the  assurance  which  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  gave  to  Sir  John  Newport  at  the 
time  of  the  Union,  that  Irish  whisky  should 
for  the  future  be  imported  into  England 
free  of  duty;  but  Irish  whisky  was  taxed 
to  protect  the  West  India  interest.  The 
fact  was,  that  in  this  as  in  every  thing 
else,  Ireland  had  been  made  the  victim 
of  the  grossest  and  most  monstrous  misma- 
nagement. The  country  had  been  devas- 
tated and  desolated  as  by  a  plague.  Where 
were  her  exports  and  her  imports  ?  De 
non  apparentibus  et  non  existewtibtu  eadam 
est  ratio.  He  could  find  no  account  of 
them.  The  fact  was,  that  of  late  years 
her  exports  in  every  single  article  had  been 
going  back.  This  was  true  even  of  the 
article  of  whisky.  In  the  year  1817  the 
revenue  of  Ireland  was  7,600,00W.  Would 
it  be  believed  that  it  was  now  no  more  than 
3,968,000^  ?  What  were  they  going  to 
do  for  that  unhappy  country  ?  What  did 
they  purpose  on  the  general  principle  of 
Government  to  assuage  the  sorrows,  to  re- 
medy the  sufferings,  and  to  redress  the 
grievances  of  that  ill-fated  land  ?  Nothing, 
absolutely  nothing.  They  would  compel  the 
Irish  Members  to  spend  six  months  in  Lon- 
don, and  then  they  would  send  them  home 
to  their  estates  as  wise,  but  not  as  rich,  as 
they  had  come.  The  exports  of  Ireland 
were  rapidly  decaying.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  value  of  the  exports  of  oom  firom 
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Ireland  aTeraged  2,000.000/.  a  rear.    At   cbesier,  he  threv  back  upon  ihem  wzih 
present  there  was  not,  ef  all  descriptiona  of  all  j^<>>«rb!e  ind:gnation.     No  more  crinst 
eom,  whether  wheat,  cats,  or  harler,  more   or  undesenred  attacks  had  ever  l*een  n^ade 
than  ihe  Talue  of  14,000,000^  in  the  cc*im-   on  aar  class  of  men  than  had  been  made 
trj.     IreUnd  now  was  nothing  bener  than   br  the  hon.  Gentlemen  in  q^iestion.     He 
a  Ufelesa  block,  floating  on   the  vestem   voold  take  leare  to  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
waterB.  Her  exports  were  gone,  and  her  im-   ber  for  Itanchester  that  the  persons  in  tlis 
ports  were  only  injarious  to  her,  inasmoch  as   fx-TmiTj  vhoiae  faroor  he  sought  to  propi- 
th^  injured  her  natiTe  mannfactuies.     In   tiate  bj  calumniating  the  Irish  landlords^ 
17^2  there  was  exported  90,i>Xi,i»J  jards   would  as  soon  cat  his  own  threat  as  the 
of  linen;  and  now  thej  were  told  hj  the   :hr-jais  of  those  landlords.     It  wasnottrae 
hon.  If  ember  for  Rochdale — as  a  pr>jf  of  that  the  rtErsident  landlords  vere  unirersallT 
prosperity — that  Ireland  exported  last  year   despise!  and  detested.     Was  Lord  Fitz- 
87,000,000  yards  of  linen.     So  much  for   will: am  detested  f     Were  the  La  Touches 
the  linen  trade.     If  it  was  true  that  the   deiesteu  r      ^Vhat  would   Government  do 
Boyal  Speech  was  to  be  the  pnc^ramme   on  behalf  of  the  f*oor  Irish  clergy.  Catho- 
of  the  Session,  how  came  it  that  it  con-   lie  and  Protestant  {     He  was  in  a  portion 
iained  no  allusion  to  the  poor-law  f     It   to  show  that  many  of  both  classes  were  in 
was  well  to  call  upon  the  Irish  gentry  to   a   staie  of  the  most  abject    destitution. 
employ  the  people,  for  it  was  known  that    [The  bos.  Member  read  a  numl«r  of  let- 
agneiutiiral  produce  could  no  longer  com-   ters.  chiefly  from  clergymen    of  the  £s- 
oiand  a  remunerative  price.     Little  or  no-   tablished  Church,  complaining  that  they 
thing  was  got  for  com  and  mangel  wurzel;    had   been  reiuced  to  the  direst  distress. 
earrots  and  turnips  sold  at  a  mere  nominal    One  expressed  his  tb&cks  for  a  few  &rd- 
prioe.     The  present  poor-law  system  was   cles  of  clothing;  and  another  said  he  had 
eating  np  the  country  like  a  cancer.     It    only  4H.  to  support  himself  and  ten  chi!- 
liad  been  established,  not  for  the  purp*o>se,    drea.]     He  again  ask^-d  the  GoTemnent 
aa  had  been   often    said,  of  ascertaiiiing    wha:   tbey   intend^-d   to   do  for    Irel&zd. 
whether  the  property  of  the  country  might    Many    suggestions  had   been  made.  ai>d 
not  be  made  to  support  the  poreny,  but   many  exp^^ients  had  been  tried,  but  no- 
for  the  piupose  of  ascertaining  whether   thing  efective  had   U-\*n    dose.      Wou'id 
ihewretchea  renmant  of  property  that  still   they  give  back  the  abseciee  rents  which 
nmained  might  not  be  made  to  supp^rn    were  daily  drained  frc<m  Irejknd.  or  cause 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  in  idleness,    capital  to  £ow  inu.>  the  country  r     Did  the 
In  what  a  condition  were  the  unions  of  Ho-ne  k^ow  that  within  a  few  mouths  T'.'O 
Kilnish,    Scariff,    Mohill,    and   Carlow  t    ii- quests  had  been  held  up>>n  persii-us  wh.'» 
Nothing  but  nakedness,  misery,  disease,    bad  perished  by  stanaiion  ;      Did   t£.ey 
and  death  was  anywhere  to  be  seen.     The   know  tha:  men  were  employed  in  the  west 
vorkhonses  were  the  pest  of  society,  and   of  Ireland  to  drire  the  dogs  ::>:•=::  uiechtir.^- 
if  he  had  his  will  they  should  ail  be  burnt   yards  to  prevent  them  fr.<m  feeding  cu  ibe 
to  the  groond.     He  was  credibly  infonu€^   wretched  corpses  of  the  j^-^^p'e.  which  were 
l^  a  gentleman  who  deriTed  his  infoma-   barely  covered  with  sand  r     If  he  had  his 
tion  from  a  person  connected  with  the  fio-   will,  he  would  send  the  Minister?  to  that 
Soe,  that  the  practice  was  known  in  this    country  to  behoid  with  their  own  ^yes  a 
comirj  of  making  *  contract  for  supplying    scene  of  horror  and  n.:sery  uurATfcl'e^cC  iu 
honsea  of  iU-£une  in  this  metropolis  from    the  history*  of  t:;*;  Christian  w.r^d.     T.^ 
the  female  inmates  of  the  workhouses  in   the  bloek.  and  not  to  the  :.&r.  the  Mlul*- 
'^iielaiid.     It  was  impossible  to   calculate   ters  cu^ht  to  l-e  sen;  wh:-  c-i-uld  i-iruiit  su:h 
the  amotmt  of  eril  which  the  poor-law  ^vs-    a  state  of  things.     As  the  cackling  ::  a 
iem  had  effected  in  Ireland  bv  demoralising    ;:»se  once  save^  the  Car-it: i.  ?>:.  i>erhai.s, 
aad  debasing  the  people.  You  night  travel    the  liee>i:ng  head  of   a  Br:tl?'h   Minister 
aB  day  through  Ireland,  and  without  meet-    might  yet  save  the  ralleu  destinif^s  ::  Ire 
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The  fit  place  for  those  men.  whe-  ^I'A,  he  C'-u'.i  n-.t  have  irit  i:=i>-:lf  ;usti£c-i 

Whigs  or  Tories,  who  had  b.-ought  a  if  h-:  had  not  t:/-:  ::r  the  Am  er  in -int. 
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Irish  constituency.     Now,  he  did  not  feel 
an  J  jealousy  as  regarded  them,  hut   he 
thought  it  would  he  most  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  if  the  nohle 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Administration 
were  to  takei  some  steps  at  this  time  of 
profound  peace  to  extend  the  franchise  in 
this  country.       He  thought  Goyemraent 
might  do  it  now  without  appearing  to  fol- 
low in  the  wake  of  foreign  Powers.     The 
people  had  shown  hy  their  good  conduct 
that  they  were   ripe  for  further  elective 
privileges,  and  he  thought  some  conces- 
sion should  now  be  made  to  them.      He 
thought  that  an  extension  to   household 
suffrage  might  now  be  made,  that  it  might 
be  done  with  perfect  safety,  and  that  it 
would  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  country 
at  large.     It  would  be  an  extension  con- 
sistent  with   the   ancient   constitution   of 
this  country.     Many  Members  might  wish 
to  establish  the  principle   of  the  ballot. 
He  only  wished  to  see  the  constituency 
extended,  to  see  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try   placed    upon    a    broad    foundation. 
Many  years  had  elapsed  since  the  Reform 
Bill  was  carried.     Since  then  the  progress 
of  education  had  been  great,  and  he  was 
sure  if  a  project  was  brought  forward  by 
Government,   it  would   be   the   best   and 
most   likely  way   to   secure   the   general 
assent  of  Parliament ;  but  if  it  was  not, 
he  should   certainly  take   an  opportunity 
of  forwarding  as  much  as  possible  his  own 
views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  p.  BENNET  said,  he  should  not 
have  risen  but  for  the  misrepresentations 
which  the  Mover  of  the  Address  had  made 
with  regard  to  the  labouring  classes.  He 
looked  forward  to  free  trade  affecting  the 
people,  the  labouring  classes,  more  than 
any  other  class;  and  by  the  labouring  class 
he  did  not  mean  merely  the  workmen  con- 
gregated in  large  towns,  but  the  labouring 
classes  spread  all  over  the  country  and 
living  in  towns  which  were  in  a  great 
measure  dependent  on  agriculture,  and  he 
believed  that  the  number  of  those  con- 
nected with  agriculture  was  much  greater 
than  those  connected  with  manufactures. 
The  hon.  Mover  of  the  Address  said,  that 
even  in  the  agricultural  districts  the  la- 
bourers were  better  off,  as  they  had 
cither  more  wages,  or  they  got  more  for 
the  same  money.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Bennet) 
denied  the  fact  of  their  receiving  more 
wages.  Their  wages  were  dreadfully  re- 
duced. In  his  county  there  were  more 
men  out  of  work  than  in  any  district  in 
the  kingdom.  He  might  be  ashamed  of 
that;  but  from  the  great  reduction  in  the 


price   of  prodace,  the  farmers  were  not 
able  to  employ  them.     Distress  had  been 
felt  hy  the  agriculturists  not  only  in  1849, 
but   in  1848,  for  the   crop  was   so   very 
small,  and  the  harvest  so  extremely  wet, 
in  1848,  that  with  better  prices   it  was 
equally  bad  for  the  producer.     In  1848, 
the  produce  was  much  over-rated ;  it  was 
hardly  an  average.      At  the  present  mo- 
ment there  were  immense  numbers  of  la- 
bourers loitering   about  without   employ- 
ment.    Some  farmers  had  thought  it  bet- 
ter to  reduce  the  wages,  others  had  re- 
duced the  number  of  days  on  which  thej 
employed  the  men;   and  the  fact  of  the 
price  of  the  principal  articles  of  consump- 
tion being  reduc^   was  of  no   avail  to 
them,  for  they  had  no  money  wherewith 
to  purchase  them.     The  wages  were  7«., 
in  some  places  only  6^.  a  week,  and  many 
ablebodied  men  were  in  the  nnion-hooBe. 
A  public  meeting  would  he  held  on  Thurs- 
day, in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  which  would 
be  attended  by  a  great  many  who  would 
express  their  feeling  that  they  wonld  he 
obliged  to  turn  away  more.     Seeing  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment  in    his   place,  he  would    ask  him 
whether  he  had  received  information  at  the 
Home  Office  that  the  military  from  Ips- 
wich had  been  obliged  to  he  called  out  in 
aid  of  the  civil  power  at  the  union-honse  of 
Bosmere  and  Claydon  on  Barham,  and  that 
the  police  were  in  requisition  at  the  New- 
market union  on  the  borders  of  Suffolk  ? 

Sir  G.  grey  observed,  that  Govern- 
ment had  received  no  such  information. 

Mr.  bennet  said,  that  such  disturb- 
ances had  taken  place,  and  he  supposed 
the  information  had  been  communicated  to 
the  hon.  Secretary  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. He  then  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  it  was  said  farmers  might  get  on 
with  wheat  at  58.  a  bushel,  because  what 
the  farmer  consumed  fell  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. But  that  was  not  an  advantage 
to  him,  because  he  produced  what  he 
consumed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer remarked,  that  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  the  agricultural  labourers 
who  had  been  able  to  retain  their  work, 
had  been  considerably  benefited  by  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  food.  There 
could  be  very  little  doubt  that  if  they  had 
work,  and  the  articles  they  consumed 
were  cheaper,  their  condition  had  im* 
proved.  With  respect  to  the  farmers,  he 
had  heard  no  one  come  forward  and  give 
them  the  means  of  improving  their  con- 
dition.    The  ideas  of  some  of  the  Mem- 
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bere  on  the  Treasury  bench  were  bo  ex- 
traTagant  as  to  the  profits  of  farming  as 
proTed  they  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
subject  [which  was  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Hawes,  to  whom  he  (Mr.  Bennet)  referred]. 
The  malt  tax,  amounting  to  about  3^. 
or  4{.  to  the  acre,  on  every  acre  of  barley 
grown,  was  a  great  burden  on  the  farmer. 
If  their  condition  could  be  improved  in 
any  way,  it  was  by  the  reduction  of  the 
local  taxes  which  pressed  so  heavily  upon 
them  —  if  they  were  in  any  way  placed 
on  a  level  with  the  rest  of  the  community, 
then  they  might  compete  with  foreigners ; 
but  at  present  the  local  burdens  were  so 
great  that  they  could  not  compete.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  concluded  by  stating  his  regret 
that  the  Speech  had  only  referred  to  the 
complaints  of  the  agriculturists,  and  omitted 
the  distress  of  the  agricultural  labourer. 

Colonel  SIBTHORP  had  felt  extremely 
anxious  to  speak  the  other  evening  because 
lie  had  had  the  honour  of  seconding  a  reso- 
lution at  one  of  the  most  important  public 
meetings  that  had  ever  been  held  in  Lin- 


bcr  for  Buckinghamshire  to  come  forward 
and  enter  into  the  question  as  to  the  state 
of  the  agriculturists,  or  rather,  he  should 
say,  of  native  industry;  but  as  that  hon. 
Member  had  given  notice  of  a  Motion  to 
the  same  effect,  it  would  have  been  wrong 
for  him  to  have  entered  upon  the  subject 
then.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  The  notice  was 
about  the  poor-law.]  Ho  should  like  to 
have  added  to  the  Amendment  a  declara- 
tion that  the  House  of  Commons,  as  at 
;  present  constituted,  was  inefficient  to  en- 
act laws  which  would  tend  to  benefit  the 
country,  or  to  carry  out  more  satisfactorily 
the  administration  of  its  affairs.  With 
respect  to  protection  to  native  industry,  he 
was  afraid  there  was  very  little  hope. 
While  he  saw  so  many  associations  formed, 
there  was  little  chance  for  protection. 
There  was  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion— what  a  society! — a  sort  of  Anti- 
Corn  Law  League  revived — small  in  num- 
bers, but  exceedingly  deceitful  and  trea- 
cherous. Then  there  was  the  Anti-Peace 
Society — [Laughter] — he  meant  the  Peace 


colnshire.  There  were  from  15,000  to '  Society.  Oh !  slips  went  for  nothing. 
20»000  men  assembled  at  that  meeting.  |  Well,  those  he  called  revolutionary  socie- 
He  had  thought  it  fair  to  put  a  question  to  ties;  but  then  there  was  the  commission 
one  of  the  most  earnest  opponents  of  the  for  the  grand  exposition  in  1851 ;  and  who 
landed  interest  in  that  county — he  meant  patronised  it  ?  He  was  sorry  to  say,  those 
Ifr.  John  Norton,  mercer  and  draper,  of  who  ought  not  to  do  so.  Foreigners  would 
the  city  of  Lincoln.  He  asked  that  gen-  carry  off  the  premiums  out  of  English 
tleman,  *'  What  sort  of  a  meeting  do  you   purses.     Perhaps  some  of  the  secret  ser- 


think  we  have  had  to-day?''  His  reply 
was,  "  An  excellent  one.'*  "  Do  you  not 
think  that  you  are  dead  beat  ?"  His  an- 
swer was  "Decidedly."  **Did  you  ever 
Bee  a  more  influential  meeting?"     He  re- 

Cied,  "  Never  in  my  life."     This  he  (Co- 
nel   Sihthorp)  considered  most  satisfac- 


vice  money  might  go  towards  them,  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  would 
not — every  trick  would  be  tried.  He  had 
looked  over  the  list  of  commissioners,  and 
he  did  not  see  much  to  give  him  confidence 
in  protection  to  native  industry.  First, 
he  saw  **  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved 


toij,  coming,  as  it  did,  from  so  strong  an  '  councillor "  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
<^»ponent.  Mr.  Norton  told  him  that  the  '  Tamworth;  and  then  our  **  trusty  and  well- 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  had  j  beloved  "  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
come  down  to  Lincoln  on  Tuesday.  He  '  Riding.  If  such  were  to  be  the  component 
(Colonel  Sihthorp)  presumed  that  it  was  parts  of  the  commission,  be  could  only 
not  on  any  secret  matters;  that  there  was  augur,  for  experience  had  made  him  wise, 
nothing  going  on  clatisis  fores.  But  why  that  there  would  be  nothing  but  trick  and 
waa  he  not  at  the  meeting  ?  If  he  could  ,  manoeuvre — native  industry  would  be  for- 
not  have  appeared  as  a  freeholder  of  the  !  gotten,  and  the  foreigner  would  be  cncou- 
eonnty,  there  was  another  opportunity  raged  too  much,  as  he  had  been,  in  this 
given  him  for  arguing  the  question  of  free  '  metropolis  and  elsewhere — outwitting,  if 
trade;  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of .  he  could,  and  outselling  the  hard-working 
lancoln  where  every  one  would  have  been !  people  of  this  country.  But  then  there 
at  liberty  to  speak.  He,  however,  came  was  the  Emigration  of  Females  Society. 
not,  but  preferred  employing  himself,  like  He  was  sorry  to  use  such  a  term,  but  that 
lome  quack  doctor,  in  disseminating  little  society  was  a  premium  for  promoting  pros- 
traeta  bj  which  he  hoped  to  poison  the  titution,  and  nothing  else.  The  system 
minds  of  the  inhabitants;  but  he  did  not  was  a  **  cheap  and  nasty  one."  If  they 
looeeed.  The  other  night,  indeed,  the  gave  them  employment  here,  by  putting  a 
bm.  Gentleman  challenged  the  hon.  Mom-   duty  on  foreign  articles  so  as  to  enable 
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them  to  compete  with  the  foreign,  it  would 
do  them  some  good.  He  did  not  place 
much  reliance  on  the  apparent  prosperity 
referred  to  by  his  right  hon.  Relative.  A 
man  might  have  5,000^.  at  his  banker's 
on  Thursday  night,  but  if  he  paid  his 
debts  he  might  find  that  he  had  nothing 
there  on  Friday  morning.  Accounts  might 
be  arranged  so  as  to  present  a  favourable 
appearance — he  had  heard  of  such  things, 
and  such  things  might  happen  again.  Or- 
ders might  be  given  for  50,000^.  or  60,000^. 
worth  of  timber  to  be  sent  to  a  dockyard, 
but  you  might  not  hear  of  payment  until 
it  was  convenient,  and  then,  when  it  was 
put  into  the  account,  it  was  mentioned  as 
a  small  item.  He  believed  that  at  that 
moment  items  were  put  into  the  accounts 
to  suit  various  party  purposes.  His  right 
hon.  Relative  spoke  of  the  Excise  as  being 
in  a  thriving  state;  but  he  believed  that 
there  were  mis-statements  and  misrepre- 
sentations about  it.  The  most  favourable 
period,  from  the  10th  of  October  to  the 
5th  of  January,  was  taken;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  if  the  statements  were  analysed 
and  scrutinised,  the  fact  would  not  be 
found  to  be  as  stated. 

SiH  J.  YOUNG  begged  the  House 
would  permit  him  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension, or  mis-statement,  in  a  portion  of 
the  evidence  that  had  been  taken  before 
the  Poor  Law  Committee;  but  before  doing 
so  he  must  say  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Meath 
attribute  the  state  of  Ireland  to  the  want 
of  protection  for  native  industry.  He  en- 
tirely agreed  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
city  of  Cork,  that  the  tenantry  of  Ireland 
had  very  little  interest  in  the  question  of 
protection.  They  had  none  whatever,  and 
as  a  proof  of  his  assertion,  he  would  read  a 

?assago  from  a  statement  made  in  the  year 
836,  when  protection  was  in  its  zenith  ; 
and  he  would  recommend  that  statement 
to  the  consideration  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Meath.  Three  tables  were 
prepared  stating  the  average  employment 
during  each  month,  of  three  classes  of  la- 
bourers. The  more  skilful  were  employed 
150  days  in  the  year;  labourers  of  a  gene- 
ral average  class  were  employed  115  days; 
and  the  labourers  who  had  not  acquired 
their  full  strength,  or  were  becoming  old, 
were  employed  only  70  days  in  the  year. 
That  was  at  a  time  when  the  protective 
laws  were  in  their  zenith,  and  it  was  not 
in  a  distressed  part  of  Ireland,  but  in  the 
rioh  eoanty  of  Meath,  the  best  land  perhaps 


in  the  world.  He  knew  the  county  well ; 
he  lived  on  the  borders  of  it;  and  the  ha- 
bitations those  persona  lived  in  were  habi- 
tations that  no  English  cottier  would  occupy. 
For  twenty  years  the  appearance  before 
their  doors  was  not  to  be  equalled  in  the 
worst  lanes  of  the  most  filthy  towns  in 
Scotland  and  England ;  and  a  state  of  fa- 
mine and  pestilence  was  the  constant  fate 
of  those  people  in  the  best  days  of  protec- 
tion. They  should  attend  a  little  to  the 
facts,  and  these  were  the  facts  with  regard 
to  Ireland.  He  felt  bound  to  make  this 
statement,  because  a  gentleman  who  inhe- 
rited a  great  name,  and  also  added  to  it  by 
his  writings,  had  represented  the  distress 
to  arise  from  the  want  of  protection.  The 
error  he  now  wished  to  correct  appeared  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  who  sat  on  the 
poor-laws  last  Session.  It  was  in  answer 
to  a  question  by  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  0 'Sullivan.  He  stated  that  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  union  of  Kenmare,  and 
he  said  the  rents  there  were  generally  20 
per  cent  over  the  poor-law  valuation.  On 
this  evidence  the  inference  was  drawn  that 
the  rents  on  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne*s 
estates  were  20  per  cent  over  the  poor-law 
valuation.  His  Lordship  having  instituted 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  wrote  a  lettw, 
which  he  had  since  forwarded  to  him,  with 
a  request  that  it  should  be  printed  in  the 
Appendix.  That  letter  gave  as  formal  a 
contradiction  as  possible  to  the  statement; 
and  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  requested 
of  him  to  take  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity of  making  public  the  fact.  He  b^- 
ged  to  read  to  the  House  the  letter  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe : — 

"  London,  Jan.  38. 
"  Sir — I  tako  tho  libertj  of  addressing  joa,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  G<hii- 
mons  which  sat  during  the  last  Session  to  inquire 
into  the  Irish  Poor  Law,  to  correct  a  gross  error 
in  the  evidence  adduced  before  it.  Having  ob- 
served with  great  surprise  that  Mr.  O'Sullivan 
(the  priest  of  Kenmare)  had  stated  that  my  rents 
in  that  neighbourhood  were  20  per  cent  above  the 
poor-biw  valuation — a  statement  which  I  knew 
must  bo  false,  though  I  could  not  ezaotlj  state  to 
what  extent — 1  directed,  therefore,  during  the  re- 
cess a  minute  inquiry  to  be  made  on  the  subject ; 
and  having  had  it  proved  to  Mr.  0*Sallivan  how 
erroneous  his  statement  was,  I  have  desired  him 
to  address  to  you  the  paper  which  I  enclose,  ad- 
mitting the  fact ;  indeed,  the  gentleman  who  con- 
ducted the  investigation  assures  me  that  they  are 
still  more  below  the  valuation  than  he  now  admits. 
Allow  me  to  add,  that  it  is  not  so  much  with  a  view 
to  setting  myself  right  in  your  opinion  and  that  of 
the  Committee,  that  I  trouble  you  with  this,  as  fox 
the  purpose  of  administering  the  only  corrective 
in  my  power  to  that  habit  of  loose  statement  and 
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nuh  uaertion  which  prevails  so  much,  and  takes 
off  from  the  utilitj  of  all  inquiries  hj  diminishing 
the  confidence  attached  to  them.  I  have  no  reason 
to  beUere  there  was  any  malice  in  the  reverend 
geBtlMnan  towards  me — quite  the  contrary,  as 
he  has  always  spoken  well  of  me — hut  merely  a 
desire  to  appear  to  know  what  he  did  not  know,  at 
the  risk  of  misleading  others. — I  have  the  honour 
to  be  your  very  fiuthful  servant, 
••  Sir  John  Young,  Bart."  "  Lansdownb. 

'*  TO   THX   CHAIRMAN     OF    THB     SELECT     COMMITTEE 
OTS  POOR  LAWS   (IRELAND). 

•*  Sip — My  attention  having  been  called  to  an 
answer  of  mine  (No.  2,558)  in  my  examination 
before  the  Committee,  in  which  I  stated  the  rent 
on  Lord  Lansdowne's  estate  to  be  20  per  cent 
above  the  poor-law  valuation,  I  have  made  more 
minute  inquiry,  and  I  find,  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Kenmare,  his  Lordship's  rents  to  be  the  same 
at  the  poor-law  valuation  ;  in  the  electoral  division 
of  Bnnane,  8  per  cent  under  the  poor-law  valua- 
tion ;  and,  in  that  of  Tuasist,  17  per  cent  under 
the  same  valuation  ;  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  correcting  this 
malerial,  but  certainly  very  unintentional,  error 
on  my  part.  And  I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"John  O'Sullivan,  P.P.  and V.G. 

"  Kenmare,  Jan.  4." 

Mr.  BANKES  Baid,  that  as  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  spoken,  undoubtedly 
with  great  authority  (as  an  Irish  Memhcr, 
and  who  held  office  under  the  late  Govern- 
ment), had  thought  it  right  to  say  that 
daring  the  existence  of  the  protection  sys- 
tem Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  famine,  pes- 
tilence, destitution —  [Sir  J.  Young:  I 
uad  the  Irish  peasantry.]  As  the  hon. 
Baronet  represented  the  Irish  peasantry  to 
be  in  a  state  of  famine,  pestilence,  and 
destitntion,  it  was  hecoming  in  any  hon. 
Member  who  entertained  different  opinions 
to  appeal  to  an  authority  to  which  he 
thought  the  hon.  Memher  was  a  party,  as 
afforaing  a  solemn  contradiction  to  that 
which  he  now  ventured  to  assert.  He 
(Mr.  Bankes)  had  ohserved  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
it  was  very  convenient  for  those  hon.  Mem- 
ben  who  supported  free  trade,  commencing 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Address,  to  appeal  only  to  years  subse- 
ODent  to  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws,  for 
ue  jrarpose  of  comparing  them  with  the 
jear  now  under  consideration;  and  then 
thej  spoke  of  free  trade  and  the  progress 
of  eommerce  and  the  improvement  of  manu- 
faetares  as  compared  with  those  years. 
Vow*  he  asked  the  hon.  Baronet  to  take 
one  of  the  years  before  the  removal  of  pro- 
teetion,  when  he  was  himself  a  Member  of 
the  Oovemment,  and  compare  it  with  the 
weieDt  year.  Let  him  take  any  year  from 
1841  to  1845,  and  compare  the  present 


state  of  the  kingdom  with  the  state  of  the 
kingdom  in  those  years.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  would  have  acted  more  fairly 
if  he  had  taken  the  year  1845,  the  altera- 
tion having  been  made  in  1 846 — the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  then  a  Member  of  the  Go- 
yernment — and  lot  the  House  see  what 
was  the  account  given  by  that  Government 
of  the  state  of  the  united  kingdom,  and 
especially  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  in  the 
year  1845.  He  would  take  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  of 
1845,  and  what  then  were  the  opinions  of 
the  Government  of  the  country.  Her  Ma- 
jesty in  Her  Speech  was  advised  by  those 
Ministers  to  say — 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen — I  rejoice  that  I 
am  enabled,  on  again  meeting  you  in  Parliament, 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  improved  condition  of 
the  country.  Increased  activity  pervades  almost 
every  branch  of  manu&cture ;  trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  extended  at  home  and  abroad ; 
and  among  all  classes  of  my  people  there  is  gene- 
rally prevalent  a  spirit  of  loyalty  and  cheerful 
obedience  to  the  law.  I  continue  to  receive  from 
all  foreign  Powers  and  States  assurances  of  their 
friendly  disposition.  I  have  had  much  satisfae- 
tion  in  receiving  at  my  C!ourt  the  Sovereigns  who 
in  the  course  of  last  year  visited  this  country." 

And  then  with  reference  to  Ireland,  the  Go- 
vernment, of  which  the  hon.  Baronet  was 
a  Member,  advised  Her  Majesty  to  express 
herself  thus : — 

**  (jentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons — I  have 
observed  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  the  improve- 
ment which  is  manifest  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try has  extended  to  Ireland.  The  political  agitation 
and  excitement  which  I  have  had  heretofore  occa- 
sion to  lament,  appear  to  have  gradually  abated, 
and  as  a  natural  result,  private  capital  has  been 
more  freely  applied  to  useful  public  enterprises, 
undertaken  through  the  friendly  co-operation  of 
individuals  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Irelend." 

Yet  an  hon.  Baronet  who  was  connected 
with  that  Government  now  rose  in  his  place 
to  say,  that  during  the  whole  continuance 
of  that  system,  which  he,  with  his  party 
(he  should  not  misrepresent  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet), continued  to  promote — 

Sir  J.  YOUNG  :  I  rise  to  order.  What 
I  said  was,  that  the  Irish  peasantry  had 
little  or  no  interest  in  protection.  I  in- 
stanced the  small  amount  of  employment 
which  they  received  under  that  system ; 
and  I  stated  that  in  the  county  of  Meath 
famine  and  fever  were  frequent  during  the 
existence  of  protection.  What  has  that  to 
do  with  the  abatement  of  agitation,  and 
the  cheerful  submission  of  the  people  to 
the  law  ? 

Mil.  BANKES  thought  the  condition  of 
the  peasantry  of  the  country  had  much  to 
do  with  the  welfare  of  the  country.     He 
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did  Dot  think  that  Gentlemen  would  have 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Sovereign  a 
statement  which  would  have  hecn  a  glaring 
falsehood  if  that  peasantry  were  then  suf- 
fering from  the  system  which  they  now 
condemn.  The  hon.  Baronet  and  other 
Members  of  the  Government,  five  years 
since,  were  ready  to  rise  in  their  places 
and  propound  the  very  opposite  sentiments. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  quarrel  with  the 
hon.  Baronet  if  he  thought  fit  to  change 
his  opinions.  [Sir  J.  Young  :  I  never 
changed  my  opinions  in  my  life.  I  deny 
it.]  If  the  hon.  Baronet  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  he  refrained  from  express- 
ing it  during  a  long  period  of  his  life.  As 
to  the  division  the  other  night,  when  it 
was  recollected  that  one  great  party  was 
opposed  by  three  several  parties,  united 
for  this  one  only  object,  he  saw  no  reason 
to  despair;  and  with  regard  to  the  division 
in  the  other  House,  he,  for  one,  did  not 
so  much  deplore  that  some  of  the  greatest 
in  the  land  should  refrain  from  offering  an 
opinion,  and  avoid  furnishing  a  pretence 
for  the  observation  that  the  question  was 
merely  a  landlord's  question.  It  was  a 
battle  to  be  fought  in  that  House  and  in 
the  country,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
Peers  of  the  realm  lost  any  of  their  dig- 
nity by  abstaining  from  mixing  in  the 
contest.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose — although  he  agreed  with 
them,  and  admitted  they  had  grievances  to 
complain  of,  and  good  grounds  for  calling 
for  redress — said  they  were  wrong,  because 
they  did  not  adopt  the  line  he  recommended; 
but  when  he  saw  only  thirteen  persons  in 
the  House  concurring  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, there  was,  he  thought,  some  absolu- 
tion for  them.  The  hon.  Gentleman  treated 
them  too  severely  when  he  said,  *  *  As  you 
do  not  pursue  the  remedy  I  have  pointed 
out,  you  shall  have  no  remedy  at  all." 
However,  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose, 
whatever  might  be  his  sagacity,  seemed 
at  a  loss  to  tell  them  what  to  do.  [Mr. 
Hume  :  Reduce  your  expenses,  and  do  as 
others  do.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  mis- 
taken if  he  did  not  think  that  system  would 
be  adopted  as  far  as  possible.  They  should, 
however,  hesitate  in  making  experiments, 
which  might  seem  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
be  very  cheap,  but  which,  like  other  expe- 
riments, might  be  liable  to  error.  The  ad- 
Yantages  which  our  neighbours  had  gained 
by  their  cheap  revolutions,  were  not  such  as 
to  justify  us  in  embarking  in  similar  expe- 
riments. The  hon.  Gentleman  had  fallen 
into  a  very  serious  error  with   regard  to 


this  question.  He  had  heard  bim  say  that 
the  result  of  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws 
would  be,  not  a  fall  in  prices,  but  an 
equalisation  of  prices.  [Mr.  Hume  :  Hear, 
hear !  ]  At  a  time  when  the  price  ranged 
at  about  54«.  or  56s.  the  quarter,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
change  of  law  would  be  to  enhance  that 
price,  and  to  equalise  it  throughout  all 
corn-producing  countries.  Bnt  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  disappointed  in  his  expec- 
tations, and  he  could  not  blame  them  for 
declining  to  follow  his  adrice  nntil  tbej 
found  he  was  right  in  some  of  his  prophe- 
cies. He  had  referred  them  to  the  Speeclr 
of  Her  Majesty  in  1845  to  show  the  opin- 
ions of  the  then  Ministers  of  the  Crown; 
and  he  might  say  that  such  also  was  the 
opinion  of  the  whole  House,  for  there  was 
no  amendment  moved  on  the  occasion,  and 
Her  Majesty  was  not  then  placed  in  the 
painful  situation  of  hearing  the  complaints 
of  any  portion  of  Her  subjects.  The  noble 
Lord  at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Goy^h- 
ment  made  a  speech  upon  that  occasion, 
but  said  not  one  word  about  depression 
arising  from  prices,  or  anything  of  that 
sort.  Totally  different  were  his  observa- 
tions; and  he  (Mr.  Bankes)  would  read  a 
portion  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  made  in 
answer  to  that  speech : — 

"  The  noble  Lord  has  admitted  that  in  the 
Speech  delivered  bj  Her  Majesty  this  day,  and  in 
the  answer  to  that  Speech,  and  also  in  the  speeebet 
of  the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Address,  he  cui 
scarcely  see  anything  to  find  fitolt  with.  Of  1^ 
Speech  the  noble  Lord  said  he  had  no  complaint 
to  make  ;  neither  of  the  Address,  nor  of  what 
fell  from  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder.  That  being 
the  case,  I  wonder  the  noble  Lord  did  not  ap- 
proach the  commencement  of  the  Session  with 
something  more  of  an  equable  temperamoift. 
What  was  there  for  the  noble  Lord  to  be  wroth 
at  ?  And  yet  the  noble  Lord  has  given  utterance 
to  a  most  violent  and  bitter  party  speech.  Is  it 
that  the  noble  Lord's  temper  has  been  provoked 
by  the  contrast  which  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
this  day  presents  to  the  Speeches  which  the  noble 
Lord,  when  in  power,  was  obliged  to  counsel  ?  Is 
it  the  congratulations  which  Her  Majesty  offers  to 
Parliament  on  the  present  state  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  of  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  manu&cturing  industrial  classes,  and, 
above  all,  of  the  flourishing  state  of  the  puhlio 
revenue  ;  is  it  these  things  which  have  suggested 
to  the  noble  Lord  reminiscences  of  a  very  painful 
nature,  and  which  has  disturbed  that  equanimity 
of  temper  which  is  usually  displayed  by  him,  and 
which  is  generally  observed  on  the  first  day  of 
Session  ? 

'  Vixquc  tenet  lachrymas,  quia  nil  laorymabile 
cemit.*" 


313 


The  Addres$— 


{Feb.  4} 


Protection. 


314 


Bat  now  there  was  somo  lacrymahile,  and 
yet  these  were  the  palmy  days  of  1850,  in 
which  they  were  called  upon  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Address  to  con- 
sider that  a  new  day-star  had  arisen,  and 
that  free  trade  was  now  dawning  upon 
them  with  all  its  benefits,  and  that  such 
happiness  as  they  had  never  seen  before 
was  now  destined  for  their  enjoyment.  It 
had  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
that  manufactures  were  in  a  state  of  won- 
derful prosperity.  There  were  some  cotton 
manufacturers  now  present  in  the  House, 
and  he  would  be  happy  to  hear  any  one  of 
them  rise  in  his  place  to  state  that  he  ^con- 
ridered  the  present  state  of  the  cotton 
manufactures  to  be  in  a  sound,  healthy,  or 
happy  condition.  That  they  had  greatly 
improYed  during  the  last  year  as  compared 
with  former  years  of  free  trade,  he  was 
most  happy  to  believe;  but  he  totally  dis- 
eredited  the  assertion  that  they  were  in  a 
secure  and  healthy  condition.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield  had  al- 
luded to  the  disruption  of  their  relations 
with  Spain,  and  hoped  that  their  diplo- 
matic relations  with  that  country  would 
never  be  re-established.  It  was  impossible  to 
avoid  a  painful  feeling  when  allusion  was 
made  to  that  topic.  It  could  never  be  for- 
gotten that  England  had  been  subjected  to 
the  humiliation  of  having  her  ambassador 
expelled  from  Spain,  and  up  to  this  time  had 
received  no  reparation  for  the  insult.  He 
did  not  concur  in  the  hope  expressed  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  with  respect 
to  a  renewal  of  diplomatic  relations.  During 
ihe  cessation  of  these  relations  an  alteration 
had  taken  place  in  the  tariff  of  Spain,  by 
which  the  duties  upon  some  of  our  manu- 
fiMtnred  articles  had  been  raised  consider- 
aUy  higher  than  in  1846.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  effect  of  the  travels  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Riding,  through  the 
varions  countries  of  the  Continent,  free 
trade  had  not,  however,  followed  in  his 
wake.  With  the  exception  of  Spain,  every 
eoontry  which  he  had  visited  had  had  its 
revolution.  He  supposed  that  Spain  saved 
itself  from  such  a  catastrophe  by  the  ex- 
pnlnon  of  our  ambassador.  From  none 
of  tlie  countries  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  visited,  had  they  had  a  single  beneficial 
tariff,  and  from  Spain  they  had  one  directly 
the  reverse.  Some  foreign  news  from  the 
Levantv  received'on  Saturday,  had  startled 
some  of  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester; 
and  he  could  not  but  believe,  from  the 
■tatement  made  to-night  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 


Affairs,  that  there  was  something  in  the 
question  not  altogether  fully  explained ; 
he  trusted  that  no  trivial  or  foolish  cir- 
cumstances would  be  suffered  to  interfere 
with  the  interests  of  a  large  commercial 
nation  such  as  this  was,  and  such  as  he 
trusted  it  would  ever  continue  to  be.  It 
would  be  the  grossest  mismanagement  to 
allow  such  petty  causes  as  those  which 
had  been  assigned  to  cause  anything  like 
a  suspension  of  the  industry  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  it  would  be 
past  all  endurance  if  such  should  turn 
out  to  be  the  case.  He  cordially  con- 
curred in  an  observation  which  fell  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield, 

'  to  the  effect  that  in  any  question  of  re- 
duction of  expenditure  it  would  be  well 
to  consider  the  expense  of  our  diplomatic 
relations.  Should  the  question  come  to 
one   of  cheapness,   he   certainly   thought 

I  it  a  fit  subject  for  consideration  whether 
they  could  not,  without  in  any  degree  de- 
tracting from  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  country,  maintain  their  honour  and 
dignity  in  foreign  countries  at  less  expense. 
But  while  he  was  ready  to  consider  that 
subject,  he  was  not  prepared  to  consent  to 
any  reduction  which  would  affect  the  dig- 
nity  of  the  Throne,  or  the  safety  and 
honour  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SPOONER  trusted  the  House  would 
give  him  its  attention  for  a  few  moments. 
He  should  have  contented  himself  with  a 
silent  vote  if  he  had  not  been  directly  al- 

!  luded  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Address.  He  was  called  on  to  explain 
why  the  prophecies  which  had  been  alluded 
to  with  respect  to  the  currency  had  failed. 
The  hon.  Mover  of  the  Amendment  had 
left  it  to  him  to  answer  the  currency  part 
of  the  subject;  but  he  had  no  intention  at 
present  of  entering  upon  the  question  of 
currency.  He  was,  however,  ready  to  an- 
swer the  challenge  which  had  been  thrown 
out.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that 
they  on  his  (the  protectionist)  side  had  pro- 
phesied that  free  importations  of  corn 
would  lead  to  an  exportation  of  bullion, 
but  that  the  reverse  had  taken  place.  He 
(Mr.  Spooner  admitted  it) ;  but  there  were 
causes  for  the  great  influx  of  bullion.  The 
first  cause  was  one  which  had  frequently 
occurred.  If  hon.  Members  would  look 
back  at  the  various  speeches  delivered  from 
the  Throne  since  1819,  they  would  find 
them  noticing  alternate  periods  of  pros- 
perity and  distress,  followed  at  periods  by 
an  influx  of  bullion,  which  gave  a  stimulus 
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—lasting,  however,  only  long  enough  to 
raise  prices  above  the  prices  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  then  out  went  the  bullion,  fol- 
lowed bj  a  period  of  distress.     In  a  year 
of  distress  our  manufactures  were  forced 
into  foreign  markets,  and  were  sold  too 
frequently  at  a  loss  to  enable  the  exporters 
to  meet  their  engagements,  and  bullion  was 
brought  back.  Such  a  cause  had  lately  been 
in  operation  in  this  country,  which  accounts, 
in  some  measure,  for  the   present  large 
amount  of  bullion  in  the  Bank.     Another 
cause  of  the  increase  of  bullion  was  the 
state  of  the  Continent  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years.     He  spoke  on  authority  when 
he  said  that  not  less  than  25,000,000^.  had 
found  its  way  to  this  country  for  investment. 
Another  cause  was  the  mania  which  ex- 
isted to  such  an  extent  some  years  ago  for 
travelling  on  the  Continent.    Not  less  than 
12,000,000;.   had  been  taken  abroad  for 
that  purpose.     But  the  mania  and  the  ex- 
penditure had  lately  ceased.  Another  cause 
was,  that  the  sovereign  was  no  longer  a 
legal  tender  in  Belgium,   and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  not  less  than  2,000,000^. 
or  3,000,000?.  in  sovereigns  were  released 
from  the  circulation  of  Belgium,  and  found 
their  way  to  this  country.     These  were  the 
causes,  not  unattended  with  danger,  of  the 
present  accumulation  of  bullion  in  this  coun- 
try.    On  the  restoration  of  order  on  the 
Continent,  much  of  that  bullion  would  be 
in  demand   for  exportation,   and   then   it 
would  be  seen  that  it  had  not  been  brought 
here  as  a  balance  of  trade,  but  from  un- 
foreseen circumstances,  the  continuance  of 
which   they  had  no   right  to  expect.     It 
was  a  serious  thing  to  consider  what  would 
be  the  effect  on  trade.    The  returns  fur- 
nished  by  the   Board    of  Trade  showed 
that  for  a  number  of  years  the  balance  of 
trade  had   been   against  this  country — a 
proof  that  the  accumulations  of  bullion  had 
not  resulted  from  commercial  transactions, 
but  must  be  attributed  to  the  causes  to 
which  ho  had  alluded.     Another  false  pro- 
phecy charged  to  the  protectionist  party 
was  their  statement  that  the  adoption  of  a 
free- trade  policy  would  be  injurious  to  our 
commerce   and  manufactures;   for   it  ap- 
peared that  under  that  policy  they  were  en- 
joying a  state  of  great  prosperity.  Now,  he 
should  observe  that  he  had  never  said,  nor 
did  he  know  any  of  his  hon.  Friends  who 
had  said,  that  the  immediate  effect  of  a 
free  importation  of  foreign  com  would  bo 
to  injure  our  manufactures;  but  he  had  al- 
ways maintained,  and  he  still  maintained, 
that  it  would  ultimately  lead  to  such  a  re- 


sult.    Let  the  Honse  bear  in  mind  how 
much  more  important  was  our  home  trade 
than  our  foreign  trade.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose  had  said,  that  one-third  only 
of  the  labourers  of  this  country  were  em- 
ployed   in    agriculture.     That   statement 
might  be  true,  if  it  merely  referred  to  the 
number  of  labourers  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil.   But  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  include  in  the  list  of  labourers  con- 
nected with  agriculture  the  various  classes 
of  artisans  who  manufactured  the  machinery 
and  the  other  articles  employed  by  agricul- 
turists, he  would  find  that  that  list  em- 
braced at  least  two-thirds  of  our  entire  la- 
bouring population.  The  value  of  the  home 
trade  was  too  apt  to  be  underrated,  and 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  if  they  were 
to  destroy  the  home  trade,  as  destroyed  it 
would  be,  if  they  continued  the  same  course 
of  policy,  they  would  find  all  our  towns  and 
villages  swarming  with  paupers,  who  would 
have  lost  their  only  source  of  employment; 
and  they  would  learn,  when  too  late,  that 
they  had  sacrificed  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  to  a  prosperous  home  trade,  which 
it  should  have    been  their  aim  to  have 
nourished,  for  an  uncertain  and  precarious  * 
foreign  trade.     He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  that  the  agricultural 
interest  had  no  right  to  any  exclusive  legis- 
lative favour;  that  they  had  no  right  to  any 
protection  which  was  not  extended  with 
equal  liberality  to  the  members  of  every 
other  productive  class.     For  his  part,  he 
wished  to  protect  every  branch  of  domes- 
tic industry  in  this  highly-taxed  country 
against  the  untaxed  foreigner.      The  fo- 
reigner, who  bore  no  share  of  our  taxa- 
tion, ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  compete  freely  in  our  markets 
with  our  own  producers.     The  protectionist 
party  did  not  come  to  that  House  to  ask 
for  a  favour,  but  for  simple  justice.     Will 
any  one  deny  that  taxation  enters  into  the 
price  of  every  native  production  ?  Can  a 
bushel  of  wheat,  or  a  pound  of  meat,  or  a 
single   article   be  produced,    the  price  of 
which  is  not  increased  by  taxation  before 
it  can  be  brought  into  the  British  market  ? 
Why  then  should  the  foreign  producer  be 
permitted  to  come  into  competition  with 
native  producers  in  our  own  markets  with- 
out  bearing  his   due  share  of  taxation? 
He  confessed  that  he  looked  with  great 
alarm  at  the  results  which  were  likely  to 
follow  from  a  continuance  in  our  present 
commercial  policy.     We  had  an  immense 
population  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  goods.     Now,  there  could  be  no 
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doubt  bat  tbat  Uie  people  of  the  United '  labouring  population.  If  it  were  a  mere 
States  grudged  us  the  profit  which  we  de-  question  of  rent,  as  opposed  to  the  welfare 
rived  from  that  manufacture;  and  who  could  of  the  labouring  classes,  he  should  at  once 
feel  assured  that  the  opinions  of  their  Pre-  say,  "  Down  with  rents,  and  up  with 
Bident  and  of  their  Secretary  of  the  Trea-  the  labourers  !  **  But  he  belieyed  that  it 
Burj  might  not  yet  be  carried  fully  into  ,  was  the  labourer  who  would  most  seyerely 
eSoet,  and  that  they  might  not  impose  a  suffer  from  the  depreciation  of  property; 
tax  on  the  exportation  of  cotton,  for  the  and  it  should  also  he  remembered  that  the 
purpose  of  destroying  that  great  branch  rent  received  by  the  landlord  did  not  re- 
of  our  manufacturing  industry  ?  Then  let .  main  idle  in  his  hands,  but  was  distributed 
the  House  look  at  the  danger  of  our  leaving  among  servants,  labourers,  and  tradesmen. 
ourselTes  dependent  on  foreigners  for  our  ;  Let  them  not  decrease  the  means  of  afford- 
supply  of  food;  for  it  should  be  remembered  ing  employment  to  the  people.  Let  them 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  being  retrace  their  steps,  or  they  would  find, 
dependent  on  other  nations  for  the  luxu-  when  it  was  too  late,  that  they  had  given 
ries,  and  being  dependent  on  them  for  the  up  the  substance  for  the  shadow.  With 
necessaries  of  life.  In  the  year  1842  that  regard  to  the  commercial  and  manufacture 
^ew  of  the  case  had  been  enforced  by  the  ing  population,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tam- !  stating  that  they  were  at  present  in  a  bet- 
worth  in  the  following  most  clear  and  ter  condition  than  they  had  been  in  for 
eogent  language : —  some  time  past.     The  price  of  labour  had 

„_    ,.      ,,         ,^,  ,.      .    ,^.  not  yet  come  down    while  they  obtained 

"  Lookmg.  then,  at  the  question  m  this  point    .,      nf^ppsaorips   of  lifo  at  a  cheaiier  rate 
a  view,  I  retain  my  opinion,  which  I  expressed  :  ^^^  necessaries   ot  iiio  ai  a  cneaper  rate 


timeago,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  than  on  any  former  occasion.  But  he 
to  the  intereits  of  this  country  that  you  should  as  would  tell  the  House  that  the  manufacturers 
ftr  as  possible  be  independent  of  foreign  supplies,    ^ero  now  receiving  no  profits,  and  he  fear- 

£  Aat.^  ^^ha""**  iT^  Mible^and^^^tWn°''1[  ^  *^^*  ^®^^^®  ^^"^  ^^^^  "^^"'^  *^^'"  ^^^® 
tluiik,  woiSd  before  bj^r?ou8^tLn°to  pass  such  **^eir  markets  overstocked,  while  they  would 
laws  as  would  give  rise  to  a  general  impression  witness  that  worst  symptom  under  our  mo- 
iliat  it  was  intended  to  keep  this  country  in  abso-  |  netary  system — gold  becoming  the  cheapest 
late  independence  of  foreign  supplies.  But,  speak-    article  of  export,  the  employment  of  labour 

l5!:^f^^;v  "V^*  H  "  ?•  ^P^.^""*^  '"^  %  ceasing;  and  then  the  manufacturers  would 
cooDtrr  like  this,  where  the  chief  subsistence  of   ,       ,    »*  ^     -         ,  .  n      ^i 

the  labourer  consists  of  wheat,  that  if  we  resort  [  oe  thrown  out  of  employment  as  well  as  the 
to  fisrsign  oonntries  for  our  supplies,  we  take  care  agriculturists,  and  a  general  distress  would 
that  those  sopplies  should  be  for  the  purpose  of  be  the  result.  He  prayed  that  Heaven 
AakiDg  up  deficiencies  rather  tlian  as  the  chief  j^i„y^^  ^vort  from  us  those  calamities  which 
souroes  of  our  subsistence.  |  ^e  solemnly  declared  he  believed  to  be  im- 

Koir,  in  that  opinion  he  (Mr.  Spooner)  en- '  mincnt,  after  having  considered  the  ques- 
tiralj  concurred.  Let  them  look  at  the  |  tion,  not  as  a  party  man,  but  as  one  who 
present  condition  of  Ireland  as  an  exem-  had  a  long  acquaintance  with  the  commer- 
plification  of  the  results  of  their  free-trade  cial  transactions  of  this  country.  He 
poliey.  What  was  the  reason  why  whole  |  earnestly  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  at 
districts  were  uncultivated,  and    the  la-   the  head  of  the  Government  would  take 


boorer  at  present  unemployed  in  that  coun- 
try?    It  was  because  prices  had  so  fallen 


these  subjects  into  his  most  serious  con- 
sideration;   and   that  he  would  not   deal 


there  that  agriculture  afforded  no  profits,  |  with  the  case  of  the  agriculturists  merely 
lio  means,  for  the  payment  of  wages.  That  i  as  one  of  **  complaints,'*  but  as  a  serious 
was  the  view  of  the  subject  expressed  in  evil,  in  which  the  interests  of  the  members 
the  rerj  passage  read  by  the  hon.  Baronet  i  of  every  other  class  were  more  or  less  con- 
tbe  Member  for  Cavan,  for  the  purpose  of '  corned.  One  word  with  respect  to  the 
proving  that  periods  of  great  distress  had  I  poor-rate  returns.  They  had  been  told 
oceoiTed  in  Ireland  under  the  protective  '  that  the  poor-rates  had  last  year  been 
*mtem;  for  it  was  stated  in  that  passage  !  much  less  than  in  the  year  1848;  but  it 
that  the  diminution  of  the  profits  and  of  should  be  remembered  that  the  latter  year 
the  eajntal  of  the  farmer  was  the  cause  had  been  a  most  unfavourable  one,  and  he 
•f  die  diminution  of  employment.  He ,  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  a 
vooU  tell  them  that  a  perseverance  in  |  change  for  the  worse  could  not  be  far  dis- 
tlieir  present  commercial  policy  would  ulti-   tant.     He  would  state  from  his  personal 


■aldj  reduce  the  labourers  of  this  coun- 
tiy  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  Irish 


knowledge  of  many  farmers  in  Warwick- 
shire and  Worcestershire,  that  the  vote  of 
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the  Pouse  on  last  Saturday  morning  would 
spread  dismay  among  the  agricultural 
classes.  Many  farmers  had  of  late  con- 
tinued to  expend  their  money  in  the  cul- 
tivation and  the  improvement  of  the  soil, 
in  spite  of  the  difficulties  with  which  they 
had  to  contend,  hecause  they  had  hoped 
that  Parliament  might  at  length  he  in- 
duced to  adopt  towards  them  a  different 
course  of  policy;  hut  that  hope  was  at  pre- 
sent at  an  end;  and  he  feared  the  conse- 
quence would  he  that  a  check  would  im- 
mediately he  given  to  agricultural  industry, 
and  that  a  great  addition  would  he  made 
to  the  numher  of  the  unemployed  poor. 
But  they  had  heen  told  that  there  cctuld 
not  at  present  he  any  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  land,  as  there  were  numerous  ap- 
plicants for  every  farm  that  was  to  he  let. 
Now  he  helieved  that  a  good  deal  of  mis- 
apprehension prevailed  upon  that  point,  and 
he  could  state  to  the  House  a  fact  confir- 
matory of  that  view.  A  certain  nohle 
Lord  had  said  that  he  had  no  fear  of  his 
land  hcing  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  as  he 
had  ahundant  applications  for  all  the  farms 
he  had  to  let.  Among  those  farms  was 
one  for  which  he  had  fifteen  applications; 
hut  of  these  fifteen  he  found,  on  inquiry, 
that  twelve  had  come  from  persons  pos- 
sessed of  no  capital,  and  in  whose  ahility 
to  meet  their  liahilities  no  confidence  could 
of  course  he  placed,  while  the  three  re- 
maining applicants  had  each  in  succession 
declined  to  take  the  laud  except  at  a  re- 
duced rent,  and  as  no  concession  to  that 
effect  had  heen  made  to  them,  the  farm  in 
question  still  remained  untenanted.  He 
would  conclude  hy  quoting  to  the  House  a 
passage  from  Locke,  no  mean  authority  : — 

**  An  in&llible  sign  of  the  decay  of  wealth  is  the 
fiilling  of  rents  ;  and  the  raising  of  them  would  be 
worth  the  nation's  care — for  on  that,  and  not  on 
the  falling  of  interest,  lies  the  true  advantage  of 
the  landed  man,  and,  with  him,  of  the  public.*' 

Ma.  MONSELL  said,  he  would  take  the 
liberty,  in  the  outset,  of  making  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  the  statements  of  thehon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat. 
As  far  as  he  (Mr.  Monsell)  recollected  the 
course  of  the  debate,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  the  first  who  had  the  boldness  to  as- 
sert that  the  present  misery  of  Ireland  had 
been  aggravated  by  their  recent  commer- 
cial legislation.  He  entirely  disagreed  in 
that  statement.  [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  Opposition  benches :  Why,  that  is 
stated  in  our  Amendment.]  That  might 
be;  but  he  had  not  heard  the  declaration 
made  before  by  any  hon.  Member.     He 


would  not  take  advantage  of  the  admissionB 
made  by  all  Gentlemen,  as  regarded  the 
improving  and  prosperous  condition  of  the 
north  and  east  of  Ireland.  He  would  go  to 
one  of  the  worst  districts  in  Ireland,  a  dis- 
trict which  he  represented,  situated  in  the 
vicinity  of  Limerick,  and  which  was  in  a 
most  miserable  and  melancholy  conditioD, 
indeed  it  would  be  impossible  to  exagge- 
rate its  condition.  The  landlords  were 
without  rents;  the  labourers  were  starring, 
and  the  capital  of  the  tenantry  rapidly  dis- 
appearing; but  yet  he  asserted,  were  it  not 
for  the  change  recently  made  in  their  com- 
mercial legislation,  bad  as  at  present  was 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  that  district, 
it  would  have  been  infinitely  worse;  had  it 
not  been  for  the  change  in  our  commercial 
legislation,  under  the  circumstances,  trebly 
worse.  What  had  been  the  history  of  the 
corn  trade  in  the  port  of  Limerick,  in  a 
rich  and  agricultural  district,  during  the 
last  three  years  ?  This,  that  the  imports 
had  greatly  exceeded  the  exports.  In  1847, 
the  exports  from  the  port  of  Limerick  were 
209,000  quarters,  and  the  imports  472,000 
quarters;  in  1848, the  exports  were  295,000, 
and  the  imports,  267,000;  and  in  1849, 
the  exports  were  182,000,  and  the  im- 
ports 391,000  quarters.  If  free  trade  had 
not  thrown  open  our  ports  to  the  admission 
of  foreign  com,  the  result  wonld  have  been 
that  in  Ireland  they  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  an  additional  price  for  the 
excess  of  com  imported  over  that  exported; 
the  poor-rates  would  have  been  higher;  and 
the  condition  of  the  country  in  every  re- 
spect worse.  Previous  to  the  failure  of 
the  potato,  Ireland  was  an  exporting 
country;  since  then  she  was  an  importiDg 
country,  and  being  so,  it  was  essential  that 
she  should  get  her  com  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
sible. That  proved  at  once  how  the  de- 
pendence of  Ireland  on  the  potato  crop  was 
the  result  of  the  protective  system.  During 
the  continuance  of  the  penal  laws  the  peo- 
ple were  not  allowed  to  possess  capital.  It 
was,  however,  the  direct  interest,  of  the 
landlord  particularly,  when  the  high  pro- 
tecting duties  were  imposed,  to  have  the 
largest  amount  of  com  grown  upon  his 
property;  and  the  only  way  that  coold  be 
effected  was  by  a  minute  subdivision  of 
land.  The  subdivision  of  land  went  on — 
the  people  living  solely  on  the  potato,  and 
never  touching  com.  There  was  thus  an 
undue  and  unnatural  stimulus  given  to  the 
growth  of  com  and  to  protection,  which  he 
regarded  as  a  main  reason  why  Ireland  was 
sunk  in  her  present  miserable  condition. 
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The  hoo.  Member  for  Dorsetshire  described 

the  people  of  Ireland  as  extremely  happy 

in   1845.     That  was  the  year  the  Devon 

Commission  made  their    report    to    that 

House,  and  one  of  the  first  statements  it 

contained  was — 

**  That  the  agricultural  labourer  in  Ireland  con- 
tinues to  snflbr  the  greatest  privations  and  hard- 
ships, that  he  was  still  hadly  housed,  badly  fed, 
badij  clothed,  and  badly  paid  for  his  labour." 

In  another  part  of  the  report,  it  was  stated 
that  their  only  food  was  the  potato,  and 
their  only  beverage  water;  that  the  cabins 
they  lived  in  seldom  sheltered  them  from 
the  freather,  and  that  a  pig  and  manure 
was  their  only  property.  It  was  evident 
irom  that  report  that  the  labourers  and 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland  had 
no  interest  in  protection,  and  that  they 
never  enjoyed  any  produce  of  the  land  ex- 
cept the  potato.  For  his  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved that  any  change  was  likely  to  be  for 
the  better,  and  when  the  hon.  Gentleman 
■poke  of  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  in  late 
jears,  he  only  showed  his  ignorance  of  the 
condition  of  the  country.  He  begged  the 
protectionists  to  consider  what  an  amount 
of  evil  they  were  inflicting  on  Ireland  by 
the  course  they  were  pursuing.  The  agi- 
tation on  this  subject  which  had  been 
carried  on  during  the  last  three  months  in 
Ireland  had  done  immense  injury,  by  set- 
ting class  against  class — by  impeding  the 
progress  of  improvement,  by  diverting  the 
people  from  self-reliance.  He  implored  of 
hon.  Qentlemen  to  be  certain  of  the  sound- 
ness of  their  principles  before  they  decided 
vpon  continuing  a  course  which  they  must 
perceive  was  at  variance  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

Colonel  THOMPSON  had  just  entered 
the  House  when  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  was  arguing  that  it  was  un- 
fiur  to  expose  the  English  agriculturist  to 
competition  with  foreigners,  on  the  ground 
that  the  latter  were  untaxed.  But  he  (Col. 
Thompson)  appealed  with  confidence  to  the 
Honsc  whether  it  was  not  the  real  fact  of 
'Ac  case  tiiat  the  struggle  was,  not  between 
'Ac  taxed  agriculturist  and  the  untaxed 
foraigner,  but  between  the  taxed  agricul- 
turist and  the  taxed  labourer  of  Bradford 
and  elsewhere,  whose  trade  it  was  to  manu- 
factnre  goods  for  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
dbaoged  for  foreign  corn.  The  question 
vaS|  whether  it  was  right  and  just  to  put 
Ae  manufacturers  of  Bradford  down  to 
serve  the  agriculturists  ?  What  would  be 
Aoi^ght  of  the  former,  if,  because  they 
heavily  taxed,  they  were  to  insist 

VOL.CVIII.    {2Si} 


upon  taxing  home-grown  com  ?  His  con- 
stituents said,  *'  If  we  are  not  taxed  enough, 
tax  us  more,  but  do  not  stop  our  trade,  the 
success  of  which  alone  enables  us  to  pay 
our  taxes,  which  is,  in  fact,  our  life-blood 
— our  all."  A  great  deal  was  said  about 
the  encouragement  of  native  industry.  Are 
we  not  native  industry  ?  Encourage  that, 
or,  at  all  events,  leave  it  alone  to  follow  its 
honest  course,  without  checking  it  in  order 
to  fill  the  coffers  of  another  interest.  The 
principle  advanced  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site was  the  same  as  if  they  recommended 
putting  a  stop  to  omnibuses  in  order  to  en- 
courage the  ancient  body  of  hackney  coach- 
men, or  putting  heavy  dttties  upon  the  port 
wine  of  Portugal,  in  order  to  give  employ- 
ment to  the  glassmakers  and  gardeners  of 
this  country;  the  result  of  which  on  the 
total  balance  of  the  account  would  only  be, 
that  the  consumer  of  port  wine  would  give 
an  increase  of  price  without  getting  any- 
thing for  it  in  return  ? 

Viscount  BERNARD  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  the  lamentable  condition 
of  the  Irish  labourer  under  protection  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  turned  into  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  measure  lately 
introduced,  for  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the 
free-trade  measures  had  improved  the  con- 
dition of  that  class.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  had 
!  stated  that  the  protection  meetings  had 
done  incalculable  mischief,  and  had  set 
class  against  class.  Connected  as  he  (Vis- 
count Bernard)  was,  with  a  large  agricul- 
tural county,  the  central  town  of  which 
had  been  the  first  to  advocate  this  protec- 
tive principle,  he  utterly  denied  the  state- 
ment, for  he  had  met  at  those  meetings 
men  differing  in  politics,  and  on  all  other 
subjects,  but  united  on  this.  He  regretted 
that  he  could  not  gather  one  ray  of  hope 
with  reference  to  Ireland  from  the  Queen's 
Speech.  The  existence  of  agricultural 
distress  in  this  country  had  been  admitted; 
but  if  the  change  in  the  law  had  produced 
mischief  in  England,  what  must  be  the 
aggravation  of  that  mischief  in  a  country 
already  borne  down  by  the  pressure  of  a 
calamity  lately  inflicted  on  it  by  Provi- 
dence ?  He  could  testify  to  the  fact,  that 
not  only  the  agriculturists,  but  every  class 
in  Ireland,  had  suffered.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  suggest  to  the  Government  that 
there  were  ways  in  which  they  might  ma- 
terially assist  Ireland  at  the  present  time, 
by  relieving  that  country  from  the  enor- 
mous pressure  of  the  grand-jury  taxation 
and  the  poor-law  instalments  —  matters 
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within  the  province  of  the  Government  to 
remedy.      In  Cork,  the   grand-jury  cess 
had    increased    from   70,000{.  a  year  to 
130,0002.,  caused  hy  repayments  of  the 
instalments  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
He  did  not  complain  of  these  repayments, 
hut  thought  they  were  not  levied  with  all 
the  leniency  provided   hy  the   law.      He 
thought  Government  would  do  much  to- 
wards restoring  confidence  if  they  would 
extend  the  time  for  payment  of  the  lahour- 
rate,  and  the  instalments  of  the  temporary 
relief  lo%n.     By  a  paper  presented  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  in  July  last,  he 
ohserved  that  821,1882.  14«.  was  still  re- 
maining due  for  advances  under  the  Tem- 
porary Relief  Act;  and  this  these  unions 
were  at  any  moment  liahle  to  he  called  on 
to  repay.    He  helieved  also  that  there  were  ! 
auxiliary  measures  which  would  confer  in- ! 
calculable  henefit  on  Ireland,  such  as  the 
development    of    railway  communication. 
He  would  ask    the  Government  to  give  I 
them  some  measure  which  would  facilitate  I 
the  formation  of  railways  in  Ireland.  Why  i 
could  they  not  embody  in  a  public  Act  | 
the  Galway  Act  of  last  year,  and  compel 
the  landlords  to  give  land  at  a  fair  value  ? 
If  this  were  done  efi^ectually,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  railways  might  be  constructed 
at  from  5,000Z.  to  6,0002.  per  mile.      He 
hoped  they  would  bring  in  a  Bill  to  facili- 
tate the  sale  of  land  for  such  purposes.     If  i 
free  trade  was  really  a  benefit,  let  it  be 
honest.     At  least,  let  them  afford  to  the 
Insh  farmer  the  means  of  conveying  his 
produce  to  the  best  market.      The  advan- 
tage of  railways  was  evident  in  America, 
where  it  had  materially  developed  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.     Let  them  look  at 
the  geographical  position  of  Ireland,  and 
the   sources  of  inexhaustible   wealth  she 
had  in  her  fisheries — these  were,  at  the 
present    moment   utterly  useless,    unless 
some  means  of  communication  were  af- 
forded by  the  Government.     Again,  look 
at  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes — 
was  it  not  most  lamentable  to  see  so  many 
ablebodied  men  in  the  workhouses,  instead 
of  employing  them  in  permanent  and  pro- 
fitable works,  which  would  lead  to  the  ulti- 
mate  prosperity  of  Ireland.     Now,  with 
regard  to  the  land  being  thrown  out  of  cul- 
tivation, he  happened  to  have  read  a  very 
able  letter  from  the  Professor  of  Agricul- 
ture  in    the    Queen's   College    at   Cork. 
Speaking  of  the  culture   of  fiax,  he  ob- 
served, that  it  was  largely  imported  from 
abroad;  and  if  the  low  price  of  corn  con- 
tinued, much  of  the  laud  at  present  under 


corn  would  be  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
flax.  In  all  probability  that  would  pay  the 
farmer  as  well ;  but  look  at  the  position 
in  which  the  country  generallj  would  be 
placed.  He  had  always  apprehended  the 
greatest  danger  from  the  dependeiiee  of 
any  country  upon  foreign  anpfuiea  of  food, 
and  he  had  been  too  lately  a  witness  of 
its  injurious  effect  in  Ireland  to  alter  his 
opinion.  That  calamity  had  been  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  iniquitous  coDoaot  of 
the  com  engrossers.  He  knew  an  instance 
of  a  ship  haying  been  twice  sold  daring  its 
voyage  to  Ireland.  They  had  many  in- 
stances of  the  danger  of  such  dependence 
in  ancient  history.  Let  them  look  at ' 
Greece,  which,  when  dependent  on  foreign 
supplies  of  com,  was  frequently  startled  by 
the  reports  of  ships  being  lost  to  raise  the 
price  of  com.  Look  at  proud  Tyre,  which 
was  a  suppliant  at  the  foot  of  a  Jadean 
prince  for  its  supplies  of  food.  If  they 
were  to  have  no  protection  for  com  in  Ire- 
land, at  least  let  not  the  agricnltnnd  hody 
be  the  only  suffering  body  in  the  connm- 
nity,  but  let  something  like  justice  be  doae 
to  them. 

Colonel  DUNNE  would  not  bare  tres- 
passed  on  the  House  but  for  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
county  of  Limerick,  that  Ireland  was  net 
suffering  from  recent  legislation.    The  eon- 
stituents  of  that  hon.  Gentleman  would,  he 
(Colonel  Dunne)  felt  convinced,  be  some- 
what surprised  to  hear  that  their  Member 
had  made  such  a  statement;   and  he  was, 
above  all,  surprised  to  hear  this  statemoit, 
when  he  heaid  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
himself  drawn  up  an  able  report  on  the 
state  of  the  Newcastle  union  in  the  connty 
of  Limerick,  in  which  it  was  shown  that 
it  had  been  much  affected  hj  that  eause. 
Had  he  (Colonel  Dunne)  not  been  eon* 
vinced  that  the  distress  of  Ireland  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  legislation  of  Bag- 
land,  he  should  not  have  voted  for  the 
Amendment  to  the  Address.     The  hon. 
Member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  Toted 
for  the  rate  in  aid.     Now,  there  was  not  a 
man  in  all  Ireland,  except  the  reeeiyers  of 
that  rate,  who  did  not  believe  tbat  that 
rate  had  been  deeply  injurious  to  his  eonn- 
try;  and  yet  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
Ireland  was  not  suffering  from  recent  legis- 
lation.    Ireland  had  been  sufifering  from 
legislation  for  the  last  eighty  years ;    her 
manufactures  had  all  been  destroyed  by 
legislative   measures.      Upon   the  under- 
standing that  she  was  to  supply  England 
with  agricultural  produce,  and  now  that 
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market  wm  taken  away  from  them,  thej 
were  told  that  Ireland  was  not  suffering 
from  recent  legislation.  Whatever  good 
free  trade  might  have  done  in  England,  in 
Irelead  it  had  done  unmitigated  injury. 
Se  knew  of  no  part  of  Ireland  which  had 
not  suffered.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Address  had  spoken  in  glowing 
ierma  of  the  returning  prosperity  of  Ire- 
land. He  (Colonel  Dunne)  did  not  know 
where  to  find  it ;  taking  the  country  alto- 
gether, it  was  his  opinion  that  Ireland  was 
gradually  sinking.  He  would  not  trouhle 
the  House  with  many  statistical  details,  he 
would  merely  quote  one  or  two  points. 
Xbe  deposits  in  the  savings  hanks  in  1845 
mnomited  to  2,927,000^,  while  in  1848, 
ihey  had  fallen  to  1,334,2962.;  the  cer- 
tified  eirculation  was  in  1845,  6,354,0002., 
$ni  in  1848,  3,331,000;  the  land  in  culti- 
Tfttion*  taking  the  valuation,  had  been  re- 
dneed  from  16,250,0002.  in  1847,  to 
13,260,0002.  in  1848.  Were  these  signs 
ef  tiie  prosperity  of  Ireland  ?  The  diminu- 
tieo  of  the  number  of  paupers  had  been 
mentioned  as  another  sign  of  prosperity. 
It  waa  true  that  the  number  of  paupers 
kad  apparently  diminished,  but  it  was  only 
tieoMise  outdoor  relief  had  ceased  to  be 
given,  and  because  the  resources  of  many 
■wtriots,  Buoh  as  Kilrush,  had  failed  alto- 
gether ;  and  it  did  not  follow,  therefore, 
Umt  the  tame,  if  not  a  greater,  amount  of 
lelief  waa  not  required.  If  the  number  of 
penpem  had  diminished,  the  expenses  of 
die  poor-law  had  not  diminished,  and  he 
Imum  that  just  those  parishes  which  were 
eom]deiely  under  the  control  of  the  salaried 
Qovemment  officials,  were  the  worst  off  of 
alL  How  oould  it  be  said  that  Ireland 
ma  BOt  suffering  from  recent  legislation, 
vlien  the  arerage  local  taxation  of  the 
aowitry  had  been  raised  to  Ss.  4d[.,  while 
in  Bo^nd  it  was  only  2$.  2^d.  ?  It  was 
vsU  known  also  that  on  several  estates  in 
certain  parts  of  Ireland,  the  debts  exceeded 
fte  vnlue  of  the  land.  He  trusted  he  had 
■nid  enough  to  show  that  the  statement  of 
the  ben.  Member  for  the  county  of  Lime- 
lidk  waa  utterly  unfounded. 

liOno  J.  RUSSBLL  said,  the  noble  Lord 
die  Member  for  Bandon  had  spoken  of  the 
payments  made  on  account  of 
ndFanoes  to  railways  in  Ireland,  and 
niggnted  that  they  should  be  consolidated. 
ifiit  qneation  had  been  for  some  time  un- 
dir  tlie  eonsideration  of  the  Government, 
fpi  ke  beped  that  on  a  very  early  day  his 
1^^  h^.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kijiheywr  .yoold  be  able  to  state  the  pro- 


position which  the  Government  intended  to 
make.  With  regard  to  the  wish  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  expressed  that  further  as- 
sistance should  be  given  to  those  railways, 
he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  forget 
that  not  only  had  there  been  the  advance 
he  had  mentioned,  lately  made  by  the  Ex- 
chequer Loan  Commissioners,  but  likewise 
with  respect  to  the  trunk  lines,  both  in  the 
south,  south-west,  and  west,  there  had  been 
schemes  proposed  to  Parliament,  and  now 
carried  into  effect,  for  the  formation  of 
lines  to  Athlon  e  and  Gal  way,  and  to  Drog- 
heda  and  Armagh.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  north  of  Ireland,  with  the  prosperity 
experienced  by  Belfast  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  com- 
pleting the  lines  which  they  had  been  told 
last  year  it  was  desirable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  undertake.  As  regarded  the 
general  state  of  Ireland,  no  doubt  there 
would  be  other  opportunities  presented  to 
them  of  discussing  that  question.  In  re- 
spect to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  though 
there  had  been  a  diminution  of  the  num- 
bers relieved  under  the  poor-law  in  Ireland, 
there  had  been  no  diminution  in  the  ex- 
penses, he  begged  to  state  that  this  waa 
an  error.  He  believed  the  difference  of 
expense  for  last  December,  as  compared 
with  December  of  the  former  year,  was 
nearer  60,OOOZ.  than  any  other  sum. 
Comparing  the  5th  of  January,  1849, 
with  the  5th  of  January,  1850,  he  found 
the  decrease  of  expenditure  was  upwards 
of  9,0002.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, who  spoke  early  in  the  evening,  ad- 
dressed several  observations  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
in  this  country.  He  would  not  enter  into 
argument,  or  give  any  reasons  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  present  moment,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  left  the  House,  but  would 
merely  state  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  propose  any  Bill  for 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  in  England 
during  the  present  year.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  other  Members  would  probably 
discuss  that  question  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Session,  and  he  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
would  be  ready  then,  as  he  hoped  he  should 
be  at  all  times,  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
opinions  he  held.  He  should  not  further 
detain  the  House. 

Colonel  DUNNE  wished  to  explain  his 
statement  relative  to  the  expenses  of  the 
working  of  the  poor-law.  No  Member  was 
in  possession  of  the  returns,  and  he  had 
taken  the  early  months  of  la9t  year,  the 
M2 
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expenses  of  which  he  had  douhled,  and  had 
thus  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  which  it 
now  appeared,  was  erroneous. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  said,  that  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Memher  for  Portar- 
lington  had  wished  to  represent  that 
there  had  heen  no  very  considerable  dimi- 
nution in  the  expenditure  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor;  and  the  nohle  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  had  unintentionally,  no 
doubt,  misrepresented  his  hon.  Friend's 
statement.  There  had  heen  a  diminution 
in  the  numbers  of  those  who  were  receiving 
outdoor  relief,  but  this  was  owing  to  the 
great  waste  of  human  life  in  Ireland,  which 
he  designated  as  disgraceful.  His  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  might  have  impressed 
on  the  Government  that  each  week  num- 
bers applying  for  outdoor  relief  were  re- 
fused it.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  Thurles,  in  which  the  writer 
stated  that  out  of  3,000  applicants,  only 
fifty-eight  had  been  relieved  during  the 
previous  week.  He  did  not  conceive  that 
this  was  the  time  for  discussing  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  wisdom  or  impolicy  of  free 
trade,  and  he  would  have  wished  to  see  no 
discussion  take  place  on  the  policy  they 
had  deliberately  adopted  so  recently,  and 
which  he  thought  should  have  a  fair  trial. 
He  was  anxious,  however,  that  no  errors 
should  be  disseminated  respecting  the 
prospect  of  renewed  prosperity  in  Ireland. 
He  thought  the  hon.  Mover  of  the  Ad- 
dress was  too  sanguine  in  his  expectations 
of  immediate  prosperity,  and  that  it  would 
be  many  years  before  Ireland  recovered 
that  position  which  she  held  anterior  to 
1845.  It  was  said  that  in  former  times 
the  misery  in  Ireland  had  been  more  in- 
tense than  it  was  in  the  present  day,  and 
that  misery  had  been  attributed  to  protec- 
tion. He  was  anxious  the  House  should 
bear  in  mind  that  her  former  misery  could 
be  attributed  to  other  causes  than  protec- 
tion, and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  hon. 
Gentlemen  assigning  protection  as  a  cause. 
They  might  remember  a  time  when  repeal 
speeches  were  answered  in  that  House  by 
a  reference  to  the  rapid  and  extensive 
improvement  of  the  Irish  in  agriculture 
during  the  palmy  days  of  protection — a  fact 
which  had  been  demonstrated  by  a  former 
Whig  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  A 
free- trade  policy  must  necessarily  press 
severely  for  the  present  on  all  classes  in 
Ireland.  No  man  could  contend  that  they 
had  not  in  the  time  of  famine  and  scar- 
eity  reaped  a  benefit  from  the  free  impor- 
tation of  food ;    with   the   Irish  tenant- 


farmer  the  question  was  eminently  one  of 
rent,  simply  because  they  were  without 
capital.  The  amount  of  rent  to  the  ten- 
ant-farmer in  this  country  made  little 
difference;  but  when  he  found  himself 
with  an  enormous  capital  sunk  in  his  land, 
and  with  diminished  prices,  then,  indeed, 
free  trade  was  a  serious  question  with 
English  tenants.  The  tenant-farmer  in 
Ireland  said  that  if  he  had  a  lease,  and 
was  at  a  reduced  rent,  he  could  see  his 
way  to  prosperity;  but  there  was  this  difii- 
culty  in  the  way  of  an  equitable  adjustment 
of  rents  in  Ireland — ^large  blocks  of  land 
were  held  by  nominal  proprietors  in  an 
excessive  quantity,  and  a  greater  curse 
could  not  exist  in  any  country.  Between 
this  circumstance  and  the,  generally  speak- 
ing, encumbered  position  of  the  owner — 
who,  frequently,  with  an  apparent  rental 
of  1,0002.  a  year,  had  an  available  in- 
come of  2002.  only — it  was  impossible  to 
arrive  at  an  equitable  adjustment  of  rent; 
for  to  say  to  such  an  owner,  "  Reduce 
your  rents,"  would  be  as  much  as  to  pro- 
pose that  he  should  abandon  all  social 
distinctions  enjoyed  as  an  owner  of  pro- 
perty in  Ireland — it  would  be  as  much  as 
to  tell  him  to  retire  to  the  workhouse. 
One  of  the  results  of  free-trade  policy  ia 
Ireland  was,  that  the  labouring  classes 
were  not  as  well  employed  now  as  formerly 
— for  the  quantity  of  land  under  cultivation 
and  tillage  was  diminished.  Then  as  to 
the  rate  of  wages — in  fact,  there  was  no 
rate  of  wages.  He  knew  ablebodied 
men  gladly  work  for  the  cottier  tenant 
for  their  two  meals  a  day,  contented  if 
they  could  have  the  additional  advantage 
of  sleeping  in  an  outhouse;  so  that  it  was 
folly  to  talk  of  1«.,  of  Sd,,  or  even  of  4<l. 
a  day  as  the  wages  paid  in  Ireland.  He 
could  not  help  observing  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  were  now  so  zealous  in  their  ad- 
vocacy of  free-trade  policy,  and  who  ex- 
pressed so  much  sympathy  with  the  tenant- 
ry of  the  country,  were  perfectly  contented 
last  Session  to  have  those  most  unjust  pro- 
visions introduced  into  the  Poor  Law  Act, 
which  bore  so  severely  upon  the  occupiers 
of  land  in  Ireland.  He  maintained,  the 
advocacy  of  protection  was  not  exclusivelj 
a  landlord  question — the  landlords  were  in- 
terested in  everything  that  interested  their 
tenants — their  interests  were  identical — 
they  were  in  the  same  boat.  But  these 
Gentlemen  silently  acquiesced  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  clause  into  the  Poor  Law  Act 
of  last  Session  which  had  the  effect  of  di- 
minishing the  tenant's  right  of  deducikm 
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of  poor*B  rate  from    his  rent — and  that, 
when  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  and 
of  atock  was  diminishing  day  by  day.     A 
more  unfair  or  unjust  clause  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  conceiyed.      As  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  left  his 
place,  he  would  press  upon  the  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  in  the  House,  the 
importance  of  what  had  fallen   from  the 
noble  Lord  the    Member  for  Bandon,  in 
every  sentence  of  whose  speech  as  related 
to  railways  he  agreed — namely,  that  the 
Government  should  turn  their  attention  to 
the  introduction  of  a  general  Act  during 
tlus  Session  to  enable  railway  companies 
to  obtain  land  by  the  arrangements   se- 
cured in  the  Great  Western  Act,  known 
as  the  "  MuUingar  Clauses,"  so  that  ex- 
isting railway  companies  in  Ireland  may 
have  the  benefit  of  the  acquisition  of  the 
land   that  they  require   for   the   comple- 
tion of  their  useful  projects.     He  believed 
there  was  no  possible  way  in  which  the 
(Government  could  more  substantially  as- 
•ist  the  agricultural  interests  than  by  en- 
abling the  railway  companies  to  complete 
the  unfinished  lines  in  that  country,  and 
affording  companies  an  easy  mode  for  the 
porchase  of  the  land  necessary  for  their 
wioaB  lines,  and  by  that  means  put  an 
end  to  the   frightful   system   of  adverse 
■wearing  which  prevailed  so  extensively  in 
Ireland  with  reference   to   the    probable 
Talne  of  half  an  acre.     [The  hon.  Member 
lead  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  South  Western  Company,  to 
show  that  the  solicitor's  costs  for  the  pur- 
ehue  of  land  were  no  less  than  45,000^.] 
'He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  knew  something  of  this 
matter*  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  if  the  South  Western  Company  had 
'the  benefit  of  the  Mullingar  Clauses  to 
Dablin  and  Cork,  the  expense  would  not 
ezeeed  5,0002.  or  6,000/.      In  that  one 
item  alone  there  was  a  waste  of  property 
to  the  amount  of  40,000/.     In  the  inves- 
tigfttiona  about  this  land,  in  which  a  large 
ahare  of  drinking  was  mixed  up  and  other 
eieeaaea,  the  South  Western  Company  had 
eipended  36,000/.      He  should  conclude 
'hjeeUing  on  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
grant  the  necessary  facility  to  those  com- 
peaiea  bj  which  the  evils  he  alluded   to 
B^it  be  averted. 

^SOOUNT  NEWPORT,  not  having  had 
en  eariier  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
Beoaey  considered  it  his  duty  to  his  consti- 
toBBta  to  express  the  great  regret  and  deep 
diaiitiifi<itinn  with  which  they,  in  common 
^vidi  a  great  portion  of  the  people,  would  re- 


ceive that  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  to 
which  the  Amendment  referred.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  Government  had  declared 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  offer  an  insult 
to  the  agricultural  interest;  but  notwith- 
standing that  disavowal,  he  could  not  but 
regret  that  the  Speech  had  not  contained 
different  language.  As  by  a  coincidence 
of  circumstances  the  expressions  had  not 
passed  Her  Majesty's  lips,  so  did  he  not 
believe  they  had  proceeded  from  her  heart. 
The  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire,  that  the  cause  of  pro- 
tection was  not  the  cause  of  the  farmers 
and  agriculturists  alone,  but  of  all  classes, 
had  been  met  by  smiles  and  ironical  cheers 
from  the  opposite  benches,  but  he  had  read 
the  report  of  a  meeting  of  the  operative 
silk  weavers  of  London,  convened  by  them- 
selves, to  consider  the  rights  of  labour, 
whereat  several  speakers  expressed  similar 
opinions  amid  the  cheering  of  the  opera- 
tives. A  gentleman  named  Kyd,  with 
whom  he  had  no  acquaintance,  but  whose 
views,  he  understood,  were  not  those  of 
the  protectionists,  but  rather  of  the  ex- 
treme nature  generally  called  chartist, 
was  cheered  by  the  assembled  operatives 
when  he  declared  that  the  principle  of 
buying  in  the  cheapest  and  selling  in  the 
dearest  market,  must  be  ruinous  to  the  me- 
chanic. Another  speaker  said,  that  the 
alterations  made  by  Mr.  Huskisson  in  1824 
laid,  the  foundation  of  the  operatives' 
ruin,  and  that  when  waiting,  as  one  of  a 
deputation,  on  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, in  1834,  on  the  state  of  wages,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  confessed  ho  wished  to 
destroy  the  weaker  interests  of  the  country 
to  force  them  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
corn  laws.  Thus  it  appeared  that  whether 
that  measure  was  right  or  wrong,  the  ad- 
vocates of  it  were  aware  it  would  ruin  the 
weaker  classes  of  the  country  twelve  years 
before  it  was  carried.  He  did  not  admit 
the  justice  of  charging  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire  with  ambiguity  of 
purpose — what  he  said  was,  in  effect,  that 
though  he  believed  the  system  of  protec- 
tion to  be  the  fairest  and  best,  yet,  as  Par- 
liament had  by  large  majorities  chosen  to 
enforce  the  system  of  free  trade,  he  only 
called  on  them  to  carry  it  out  to  its  full 
and  legitimate  extent,  to  take  the  burdens 
off  the  agricultural  interest,  and  to  remove 
the  duties  on  malt,  hops,  spirits,  tea,  and 
tobacco,  as  a  matter  of  principle  to  which 
'  they  were  entitled.  To  the  best  of  his  be- 
lief that  was  the  position  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  with  which 
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the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
Riding  found  fault,  but  in  which  he  fully 
concurred.  He  could  assure  the  Goyem- 
ment,  if  it  was  any  consolation  to  them, 
that  he  had  given  his  vote  against  them  in 
no  spirit  of  hostility.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  much  regret  to  see  them  defeated 
by  a  combination  of  parties,  in  most  of 
whom  he  could  not  place  political  confi- 
dence; but  he  would  tell  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  that  unless  they  carried  out  their 
principles  in  a  fair,  just,  and  impartial 
manner,  by  removing  the  restrictions  which 
fettered  agricultural  industry,  as  well  as 
the  duties  which  entered  largely  into  the 
consumption  of  the  people,  they  would  be 
compelled  by  the  justice  of  the  people  of 
England  to  make  way  for  other  statesmen 
who  would  place  the  commercial  and  social 
system  of  the  country  on  a  sounder  prin- 
ciple, and  that  he  believed  to  be  protection 
to  native  industry. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  begged  permis- 
sion briefly  to  explain  his  reasons  for  vot- 
ing in  the  minority  on  Friday  night.     He 
had  not  spoken  in  the  debate,  because, 
having  only  arrived  from  Ireland  on  Thurs- 
day, he  was  too  late  to  speak  on  that  day, 
and  on  Friday  the  House  was  too  impa- 
tient and  desirous  of  coming  to  a  decision. 
He  therefore  voted,  with  the  determination 
of  explaining  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
The  fact  was,  he  liked  neither  the  Address 
nor  the  Amendment,  and  he  voted  in  the 
minority,  not  out  of  any  spirit  of  hostility 
to  the  Government,  nor  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Address,  but  merely  because  he  felt 
that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  as  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  united  kingdom,  had  not 
met  with  the  proper  respect  with  which  it 
should  have  been  treated  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech.     There  might  have  been  at  least 
some  expression  of  sympathy  for  its  condi- 
tion, if  no  hopes  were  held  out  of  remedial 
mea^iics;  whereas  all  that  it  had  met  with 
was   a   recognition   of   its   deep  distress. 
But  even  that  was  glossed  over  and  imme- 
diately followed  by  a  jubilation  upon  the 
general   prosperity    of    the   empire.     For 
that  reason  he  had  voted  against  the  Ad- 
dress; but  he  at  the  same  time  did  not 
coincide  in  the  least  in  the  idea  that  the 
distress  of  Ireland  was  owing  to  any  late 
legislation — to  any  of  the  so-called  free- 
trade  measures.     For  he  thought  that  Ire- 
land could  be  very  prosperous  under  free 
trade,  if  it  were  not  for  the  unfortunate 
circumstances  that  had  preceded  the  pass- 
ing of  those  measures.     He  had  listened 


with  pleasure  to  the  most  able,  eloquent, 
and  winninff  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Gkyrernroent; 
but  not  one  word  about  Ireland  did  be 
hear  from  beginning  to  end  of  it.  He 
could  only  say  that  he  wished  he  were  as 
ignorant  of  her  miseries  as  tbe  noble  Lord 
seemed  to  be. 

CoLOVEL  SI6TH0RP  said  he  had  beeo 
misunderstood  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  op> 
posite.  He  firmly  believed  that  proteetioii 
would  be  regained. 

Report  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  balf  aftff 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  February  5,  1850. 

MiivTrTsa.J     Pobuo    Brixa^— 1*     Pwiwllmi 
Cltigy. 
f9  RegUtmr**  Office,  BsnknipCcy. 

CASE  OF  LIEUTENANT  GRAHAM  AND 
MR.  ELLIOT. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  rose  to  pot  a  ^nss^ 
tion,  which  he  would  ask  on  another  day  if 
tho  Members  of  Her  Majesty  *s  QoTemmenti 
which  had  no  representative  of  the  Admi- 
ralty in  that  House,  were  notprepared  to 
answer  it  at  that  moment.     His  qnes^ 
had  relation   to  the  ease  of    Lieutenaat 
Graham  and  Mr.  Elliot,  a  master  in  tbe 
Navy,  who  had  been   brought  before  a 
court-martial  last  autumn  for  desertion  asd 
misconduct,  had  been  dismissed  the  servioo 
in  consequence,  and,  what  was  worse,  had 
been   declared  incapable  of  senring  Her 
Majesty  in  any  capacitv  whatsoever.     He 
baa  always  been  one  or  those  who  were  of 
opinion  that,  as  a  general  rule,  no  interfe- 
rence with  the  proceedings  of  any  naval  or 
military  court-martial,  or  with  any  part  of 
the  discipline  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy, 
ought  to  be  ever  dreamt  of  by  the  Legisla* 
ture;  but  still  there  were  some  exceptions 
to  that  rule,  and  the  case  of  these  young 
ofiicers  was  one.      These  yonng  oiBSeers 
bore  an  unimpeachable  character — a  cir- 
cumstance which  ought  not  to  be  overlook- 
ed in  awarding  punishment.     A  great  error 
had  been  committed  in  the  management  of 
their  case,  they  had  been  recommended  to 
plead  guilty  of  desertion — ^most  unadvisedly, 
for  they  had  given  themselves  up  to  the  naw 
authorities  after  a  short  absence,  and  there 
was  nothing  like  desertion  meditated  on  their 
part.     They  had,  however,  been  so  goaded 
by  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of  their  su- 
perior officer.   Commander  Pitman,   that 
they  left  the  vessel  lest  ihey  shoold  com- 
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Alii,  in  a  moment  of  passion,  dome  act  of 
indiadpline  and  indiscretion.  Nor  was 
that  without  BufBcient  cause,  for  Gomnian-  | 
der  Pitman  liad  so  far  forgotten  himself  as 
to  call  Mr.  Elliot  a  liar  on  the  qnarter- 
dtck,  and  had  since  been  tried  by  court- 
tnartialt  and  found  guilty  and  dismissed 
the  serfice,  not  only  for  oppression  and 
tyranny,  but  also  for  having  given  in  ficti- 
tioilB  and  false  accounts.  He  was  con- 
fident that  if  the  dismissal  of  Commander 
Pitman  from  the  service  had  taken  place 
before  the  trial  of  these  two  young  officers, 
they  would  never  have  been  convicted,  or 
certainly  not  stigmatised  as  incapable  of 
•erring  Her  Majesty.  He  now  asked  his 
noble  Friend  opposite  whether  there  was 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty 
to  extend  mercy  to  these  young  officers, 
who  bore  an  unimpeachable  character,  and 
were  now  undergoing  their  sentence  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  prison? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE,  in 
reply,  said  he  had  no  official  information 
himself  upon  the  subject  to  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  directed  his  atten- 
tum;  but  he  would  take  an  early  opportu- 
mtf  of  making  inquiries  relative  to  it  from 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 

PEOOEEDINGS  AGAINST  CLERGY  BILL. 

The  SiSHOP  of  LONDON  moved  the 
fint  reading  of  a  Bill  to  regulate  proceed- 
ings against  clergymen  accused  of  hold- 
ing heresy  and  false  doctrine.  This  Bill 
eontained  a  clause  to  which  he  wished  to 
cad  thd  attention  of  all  their  Lordships, 
and  particularly  of  the  learned  Lord  on 
the  woolsack,  before  it  underwent  a  second 
reading.  It  related  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  court  of  appeal  in  all  suits  against 
clergymen  for  heresy  and  false  doctrine. 
The  ultimate  appeal  in  such  cases  was 
formerly  to  the  High  Court  of  Delegates, 
Imt  it  was  found  to  act  inconveniently,  as 
the  delay  and  expense  of  the  proceedings 
were  very  great :  it  was  therefore  thought 
Hi  to  substitute  for  the  Court  of  Delegates 
tlie  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
ciL  That  tribunal,  however,  was  not  a 
proper  one  in  questions  of  church  disci- 
pline, and  was  evidently  not  within  the 
contemplation  of  those  who  had  constituted 
it.  Bat  it  had  been  found  that  the  Judi- 
cial Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  of 
wUeh  he  desired  to  speak  with  the  utmost  I 
recpcct,  as  now  constituted,  was  not  a ' 
■oitaUe  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  such  | 
fcations.     With  regard  to  appeals  under  i 


the  Clergy  Discipline  Act,  no  objection 
could  be  taken  to  the  Judicial  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council;  but  with  respect  to 
the  discussion  of  questions  affecting  mat- 
ters of  religion,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
was  not  the  most  fitting  tribunal.  It  was 
not  a  clergy  tribunal;  and  at  this  moment 
a  great  number  both  of  the  clergy  and  the 
laity  of  the  Church  felt  their  consciences 
burdened  by  the  fact  of  questions  of  heresy 
and  false  doctrine  being  ultimately  referred 
to  such  a  tribunal.  In  another  Bill  it  was 
provided  that  no  court  of  appeal,  formed 
out  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  should  be  considered  as  properly 
constituted  unless  one  bishop  was  a  mem- 
ber of  it.  That  provision  introduced  the 
Church  into  the  tribunal  as  a  member  of 
it.  With  respect  to  the  cases  now  brought 
by  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Arches  to  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
involving  points  of  heresy  and  false  doc- 
trine, it  was  not  provided  that  either  one 
or  more  of  the  bench  of  bishops  should  be 
members  of  that  tribunal;  and  not  only 
was  it  not  provided  that  any  member  of 
the  episcopal  bench  should  sit  as  a  member 
of  that  Committee,  but  no  care  was  even 
taken  that  the  members  of  it  should  be 
members  of  the  Church  of  England.  It 
might  happen  that  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  that  tribunal  might  be  dissen- 
ters from  the  Church;  and  in  that  case, 
which  he  admitted  was  not  very  likely, 
they  would  have  to  decide  whether  the 
teaching  of  a  clergyman  was  conformable 
to  the  doctrines  of  a  church  from  which 
they  themselves  dissented.  In  the  Bill 
now  before  their  Lordships,  and  which  had 
already  been  submitted  on  several  occa- 
sions during  the  last  three  years,  he  had 
introduced  a  clause  which  he  hoped  would 
remedy  all  the  defects  of  which  he  had 
complained.  It  provided  a  new  tribunal 
for  heresy  and  false  doctrine,  and  had  been 
framed,  after  most  careful  deliberation,  by 
a  Committee  of  their  Lordships  which  sat 
last  Session  on  the  Clergy  Proceedings 
Bill.  He  proposed  only  a  slight  alteration 
in  the  tribunal  appointed  to  try  these 
offences.  He  had  always  thought — and 
he  still  continued  to  think — that  there 
should  be  an  appeal  to  the  bishop  and 
archbishop,  and  that  there  the  appeal 
should  end.  That  would  be  a  strictly 
church  tribunal,  and  in  such  a  case  the 
conscience  of  a  clergyman  would  not  be 
wounded  by  the  construction  of  the  court. 
As  far  as  the  Church  was  concerned,  there 
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would  be  no  objection  to  see  the  Court  of 
Delegates  restored,  as  that  was  originally 
a  church  tribunal.     That  would  satisfy  the 
Church;  and  if  Her  Majesty  would  allow 
the  Convocation  to  assemble,  to  take  this 
single  point  into   consideration,   it  would 
create  in  the  Church   great   satisfaction.  ' 
He  hoped  that  their  Lordships  would  con-  ; 
sider  the  clause  which  he  had  framed  with 
great  attention,  for  this  one  question — the 
constitution  of  the  ultimate  tribunal  of  ap- 
peal— involved,  in  a   degree   which   they  " 
could  hardly  imagine,  the  safety  and  pros- 1 
perity  of  the  Church  of  England.  | 

The  Archbishop  of  CANTERBURY 
expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  observa- 
tions which  had  fallen  from  his  right  rev. 
Friend  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  hoped 
that   his   proposition   for  a  new   tribunal  i 
would  meet  with  the  support  of  their  Lord- 
ships, and  trusted  that  the  Bill  for  its  erec- 
tion would  be  carried  into  law  during  the 
present  Session.    The  present  state  of  the 
law  on  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the 
Church  was   acknowledged  to  be   exces- 
sively defective;  and  he  must  say  that  it 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  defective  constitu-  i 
tion  of  the  court  of  appeal  that  the  Church 
now  stood  in  a  position  of  some  difficulty. 
It  could  never  be  satisfactory  that  ques-  | 
tions  relating  to  the  doctrines  and  disci-  | 
pline  of  the  Church  should  be  submitted  to  ' 
a  tribunal  of  laymen.     They  ought  to  be  | 
submitted  to  a  tribunal  of  ecclesiastics,  and 
such  would  be  the  constitution  of  the  tri- 
bunal proposed  by  the  present  Bill. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  approved  of  the 
course  which  the  right  rev.  Prelate  had 
pursued  on  this  subject.  He  had  not  been 
present  at  the  arguments  in  the  great  case 
of  **  Gorhara  v.  the  Bishop  of  Exeter;" 
but  he  had  heard  the  echo  of  them  at  a 
distance.  Anything  which  could  relieve 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  such  cases  would  be  a  great  boon  to 
its  members,  and  would  be  generally  bene- 
ficial; but  whilst  the  law  continued  in  its 
present  condition,  the  members  of  that  | 
Committee  must  perform  their  duty.  Re- 
ferring to  the  observations  of  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  in  favour  of  the  restoration  of  the 
High  Court  of  Delegates,  he  pointed  out 
the  great  anomalies  and  absurdities  in  its 
constitution,  and  declared  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  had  very  properly  been  abolished  in 
a  late  reiffn.     The  Judicial  Committee  of 

o 

the  Privy  Council  was  a  great  improve- 
ment upon  it.  He  would  give  the  propo- 
sition of  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  when  he 
saw  it,  his  best  consideration. 


The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  obBemd, 
that  it  was  contrary  to  ciutom  to  discDBS 
the  principle  of  a  Bill  upon  its  first  intro- 
duction. At  present  the  House  knew  no- 
thing, and  conid  know  nothing,  of  the  Bill. 
When  it  was  printed,  he  should  pay  the 
greatest  attention  to  its  proyisions,  and 
give  his  best  assistance  for  his  improve- 
ment. 

The  Bishop  of  LONDON  reminded  their 
Lordships  that  he  had  earnestly  implored 
them  to  give  every  consideration  to  his 
clause  when  it  was  printed.  His  Lord- 
ship had  previously  remarked  in  a  sort  of 
**  aside,"  that  he  had  brought  in  his  Bill 
at  this  early  period  of  the  Session,  m 
order  that  it  should  precede  the  decision 
of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  in  a  case  which  had  been  reoentlj 
before  it. 

Bill  read  1». 

MARRIAGES  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Lord  CAMPBELL,  after  recounting 
the  efforts  which  he  had  made  during  the 
last  two  Sessions  to  carry  through  Parlia- 
ment a  Bill  improving  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  having  mentioned  his  snecess  in 
that  House,  and  his  failure  in  the  other, 
reminded  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  who  had 
strongly  opposed  all  his  efforts,  that  he 
had  stated  in  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, that,  so  great  were  the  eyils  of  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  if  no  one  ebe 
proposed  a  measure  competent  to  remove 
them,  he  would  himself  do  so  in  the  pre- 
sent Session.  He  therefore  rose  to  ask 
the  noble  Earl  when  he  proposed  to  lay 
that  measure  on  the  table  of  the  House  t 
To  encourage  the  noble  Earl  in  his  attempts 
to  improve  the  law,  he  would  read  to  tlMBir 
Lordships  a  letter  which  he  had  that  morn- 
ing received  from  Berwick-upon-Tweed : — 

*'  I  have  been  here  for  some  dajs  on  a  vint  to 
a  friend.  Hard  by  I  saw  advertised  in  large  let- 
ters, upon  a  board, '  Marriages  celebrated  at  Lam- 
bcrton-toU.  For  further  particulars  inquire  with- 
in/ Yesterday  I  went  to  the  toll  to  inquire  about 
the  particulars,  and  found  that  300  couples  bad 
been  married  there  last  year.  The  ordinary  fee 
was  8«.  Qd.,  but  sometimes  a  fee  as  low  as  2f.  6dL 
was  taken." 


The  letter  writer  then  proceeded  to  state  a 
fact  with  which  he  thought  that  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Army,  ought  to  be  acquunted,  and 
that  was,  that  fifty  soldiers  of  the  33rd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  now  in  garrison  at  Ber- 
wick, had  been  wedded  within  the  same 
time.  It  was  also  stated  that  in  the  last 
month   five   bodies .  of   infants  had  ben 
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picked  np  on  the  banks  of  tho  Tweed. 
Such  were  the  evils  of  this  demoralising 
ay  stem.  He  hoped  that  the  noble  Earl 
would  persevere  in  the  plan  which  he 
seemed  to  have  had  some  time  ago  under 
his  consideration,  and  that  their  Lordships 
would  soon  find  it  embodied  in  a  Bill,  which 
he  should  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting. 
■  The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  observed 
that  it  was  true  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill  for  the  Regis- 
tration of  Marriages  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  introduced  in  the  last 
iwo  Sessions.  In  doing  so,  he  had  admit- 
ted the  great  extent  of  the  evil  to  which 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  adverted, 
and  had  stated  his  anxiety  to  support  any 
measure  which  was  calculated  to  correct  it. 
But  it 'was  an  evil  arising  from  the  desire 
of  the  natives  of  England  to  evade  the  law 
of  their  own  country  by  going  to  Scotland; 
imd  to  that  extent  he  joined  in  supporting 
the  Bill  which  attempted  to  put  a  stop  to 
auch  a  practice.  He  did  not,  however, 
■wish  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  improve 
the  social  condition  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land with  regard  to  marriage  in  the  way 
which  he  had  proposed.  The  people  of 
'Scotland  were  satisfied  with  their  law  of 
marriage — and  no  wonder — for  it  was  pre- 
ferable to  the  law  of  marriage  in  England. 
Last  year  he  had  said  that  he  should  be 
BMMt  happy,  and  was  most  desirous,  to  see 
one  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lords  in  that 
House  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  that  law, 
and  had  referred  to  a  Bill  which  his  noble 
Friend  near  him  (Lord  Brougham)  had  in- 
troduced in  1835,  and  again  in  1846,  as 
one  with  which  he  should  be  completely 
satisfied.  In  despair  of  seeing  any  of  the 
noUe  and  learned  Lords  introduce  a  Mar- 
liage  Bill  with  that  limited  object,  he  did 
unooubtedly  say  that  he  would  himself  pro- 
|iOBe  a  new  one.  But  he  knew  the  weight 
and  influence  of  the  law  Lords  in  that 
House  SO  well  that  he  would  not  introduce 
toch  a  Bill  until  he  had  previously  secured 
the  support  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
near  hun  (Lord  Brougham),  and  also  of  the 
BoUe  and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Campbell).  He  believed  that  he  could 
already  reckon  upon  tho  support  of  one  of 
them;  and  if  ho  could  only  be  sure  of  the 
support  of  the  oUier,  he  should  not  be  un- 
williDg  to  proceed. 

L(HU>  BROUGHAM  thought  that  the 
Enited  measure  alluded  to  by  his  noble 
Riend  near  him  did  not  go  far  enough  ;  if 
te  would  enlarge  its  provisions,  he  should 
temoat happy  to  support  it. 


RAILWAY  RETURNS  AND  RAILWAY 

AUDIT. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  rose  to  move  for 
some  Railway  Accounts,  as  well  as  to  put 
a  question  to  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  a  subject  of  no  slight 
importance  to  the  people  of  England,  up- 
on which  it  was  fitting  that  their  Lord- 
ships should  well  consider  the  course 
which  they  were  about  to  pursue.  In 
two  successive  Sessions  their  Lordships 
had  adopted  the  principle  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  establish  an  improved  railway 
audit,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic, but  for  the  security  of  the  shareholders. 
In  the  interval  during  which  that  principle 
had  been  under  consideration,  an  enormous 
amount  of  railway  property,  consisting  of 
200,000,0002.  already  invested,  and  of 
143,000,000^  more,  which  the  shareholders 
might  be  called  upon  to  pay  up,  had  been 
subjected  to  great  vicissitudes.  No  other 
description  of  property  had,  he  believed, 
been  subject  to  such  great  depreciation — 
the  insecurity  of  this  property  and  the 
want  of  confideuce  in  their  accounts  had 
led  their  Lordships  to  make  inquiries  in- 
to the  subject  ;  and  by  the  disclosures 
which  had  been  made  before  the  Select 
Committee  and  before  Committees  of  in- 
vestigation, they  had  gained  some  know- 
ledge of  the  course  which  had  been,  in 
too  many  cases,  pursued.  It  was  proved 
that  at  one  period  directors  of  railway  com- 
panies had  not  hesitated,  in  breach  of  the 
law,  to  raise  their  dividends  by  a  misap- 
plication of  their  capital.  When  that  be- 
came impossible,  owing  to  the  exhaustion 
of  the  capital  itself,  other  measures  were 
adopted  to  avert  for  a  time  what  could  not 
permanently  be  prevented — the  frightful 
and  ruinous  depreciation  which  ensued. 
If  their  Lordships  would  apply  their  ob- 
servations to  the  cases  which  were  most 
notorious,  and  would  ask  themselves  whe- 
ther the  inconvenience  to  individuals,  and 
the  fraud  on  the  public,  which  had  oc- 
curred in  those  cases,  could  have  occurred 
under  a  correct  system  of  audit,  he  believed 
that  such  a  question  must  be  answered  in 
the  negative;  candid  inquirers  would  agree 
that  such  a  vicious  system  would  have 
acted  both  as  a  corrective  and  a  preven- 
tive; and  yet  it  had  not  pleased  Parliament 
to  afford  a  remedy  for  such  dangerous 
frauds  and  such  terrible  losses.  The  mis- 
fortune of  continuing  so  bad  a  system  of 
railway  finance  was,  that  those  who  had 
honestly  discharged  their  duty  as  railway 
directors,  were  involved  in  much  of  the  ob- 
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loquj  and  suspicion  which  had  fallen  npon 
those  who  had  discharged  their  functions 
fraudulently.  In  the  case  of  the  Caledo- 
nian Railway  a  vast  capital  had  heen  in- 
trusted hy  Parliament  for  one  specific  pur- 
pose to  certain  individual  directors  charged 
with  the  functions  created  by  their  Incor- 
poration Act ;  and  yet  they  had  illegally 
applied  from  300,000^  to  400,000r.  to 
other  and  quite  difierent  purposes.  In  that 
case,  no  imputation  rested  upon  the  honesty 


was  still  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ?  If  they  did  not  intend  to 
fulfil  their  intention,  the  public  might  de- 
pend upon  it  that  this  important  subject 
would  not  be  alloired  to  rest  as  at  present, 
without  the  proposal  of  some  remedy. 
There  was  another  point  to  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  advert:  during  the  recess  it  had 
been  very  sedulously  circulated  that  a  suc- 
cessful attempt  had  been  made  in  the 
House  of  Lords  to  introduce,  snrreptiti- 


of  any  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  direc-   ously  and  unfairly,  into  two  private  KsiU 
tion.     The  fact  was  that  they  did  as  too  ^  way  Bills  clauses  for  the  auditing  of  nulwsy 


many  other  directors  were  in  the  habit  of 
doing — they  took  the  course  they  thought 
was  beneficial  to  the  company,  but  in  so 
doing  they  acted  illegally,  and   violated 


accounts,  thereby  seeking  to  entrap  the 
House  of  Commons  into  an  approbatioa 
of  that  principle.  Now  nothing  could  be 
more  untrue  than  this  suggestion.     The 


every  principle  contained  in  their  Act.  He  intention  to  propose  such  clauses  was  c^iea 
had  introduced  in  the  two  last  Sessions  !  and  nndisguised.  The  clauses  were  made 
Bills  upon  this  subject  which  had  met  their  j  known  to  the  parties,  acquiesced  in,  and 
Lordships*  concurrence.  They  were  framed '  were  both  carried  after  some  discussion. 
on  difierent  principles.  His  first  Bill  was  !  He  denied  that  there  could  have  been  any 
only  to  come  into  operation  on  the  applica- !  intention  to  entrap  the  other  House  ii 
tion  of  a  certain  number  of  shareholders.  |  Parliament ;  and  the  best  proof  of  that 
When  this  Bill  went  down  to  the  other  |  assertion  was  that  the  clauses  in  ques- 
House,  it  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  |  tion  were  taken  out  of  a  Bill  which  had 
that  the  remedy  was  not  a  more  general  |  been  introduced  and  passed  bj  the  HouM 
measure.  It  was  said,  '*  Make  your  audit  j  of  Commons,  and  which  was  afterwards 
generally  applicable,  and  there  will  be  no  '  sanctioned  and  passed  by  the  House  of 
objection  to  pass  it.''  Believing  that  there  Lords.  Either  by  mistake,  or  with  intent 
was  some  force  in  the  objection  taken,  he  to  delude  the  shareholders,  great  pami 
introduced  a  general  Bill  last  year,  and  had  been  taken  to  misrepresent  the  Bill  of 
then  the  same  interest  that  had  objected  \  last  Session  as  a  Bill  intended  to  establish 
to  his  first  Bill  as  special,  objected  to  his  ]  a  Government  audit.  The  object  of  the 
second  as  general.  That  second  Bill  also  !  Bill  was  the  institution  of  an  independent 
passed  their  Lordships*  House  last  year,  I  rather  than  a  Government  audit,  as  hs 
but  at  a  late  period  of  the  Session,  the  ;  showed  by  reference  to  the  Bill  itself.  Two 
reason  being  there  had  been  a  protracted  auditors  would  have  been  named  bj  the 
inquiry  before  one  of  their  Committees,  I  companies,  one  only  by  the  Govemment ; 
where  every  railway  proprietor  had  an  i  and  the  auditors  would  neither  have  pes- 
opportunity  of  being  heard.  Witness  ;  sessed  a  power  of  surcharge  or  of  disallow- 
after  witness  proved  the  usefulness  of,  and  ance.  They  were  bound  to  rep<Hl  to  ihs 
indeed  the  absolute  necessity  for,  a  railway  \  shareholders  and  directors  themselves,  whe 
audit.  Such  being  the  case,  his  Bill  would  thus  have  obtained  an  adequate  se- 
passed  almost  with  unanimity  ;  it  was  '  cority  for  the  truth  of  the  aooounts  annu- 
sent  down  to  the  other  House,  where  the  .  ally  made  up.  To  say  that  it  was  intended 
late  period  of  the  Session,  and  the  oppo-  ,  to  establish  the  superintendence  and  pm- 
sition  with  which  it  was  menaced,  com- .  trol  of  the  Govemment,  was  contrary  to 
pelled  the  GovcmmoDt,  in  whose  hands  it !  facts  and  the  evidence  of  truth.  After 
was  placed,  to  consent  to  its  withdrawal.  I  moving  for  some  other  returns,  he  gave 
The  Govemment  admitted  the  necessity  .  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he  would  call 
of  legislation  on  the  subject,  and  they  are  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  ths 
reported  to  have  declared  that  in  case  the  ■■  fact  that  there  were  already  sixty-one  rail- 
directors  of  the  railway  companies  did  not  i  ways  in  the  Private  Bill  OflBce,  to  which 
prepare  a  measure  themselves  during  the  they  would  be  invited  to  give  their  atten- 
recess,  and  propose  it  early  in  the  ensuing  '  tion  and  assent ;  and  upon  the  propriety 
Session,  Ministers  would  no  longer  shrink  of  passing  which,  much,  he  begged  to  say, 
from  the  performance  of  a  duty  whith,  should  depend  on  the  character  of  the  re- 
though  invidious,  was  most  necessary.  He, '  spective  companies,  and  to  the  progress  of 
therefore,  wished  to  know  whether  such   the  Railway  Audit  BilL    If  it  should  ap- 
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pear  that  the  passing  of  an  Audit  Bill  were  '  would  be  glad  to  receire  information  upon 
to  bo  indefinitely  postponed,  he  should  pro-  it  from  any  quarter.  The  Government  had 
pose  that  by  a  sessional  order  their  Lord-  also  provided  itself  with  information  as  to 
ships  should  provide  that  ten  days  before  all  the  details  of  the  subject;  at  the  same 
any  Railway  Bill  was  read  in  that  House  a  time  it  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
second  time,  there  should  be  laid  on  the  more  satisfactory  to  have  a  Bill  introduced 
table  the  whole  financial  accounts  of  the  by  the  railway  proprietors  themselves.  If 
company,  together  with  an  account  of  the  such  a  Bill  were  not  introduced  by  the  rail- 
amount  of  its  traffic  and  of  the  scheme  re- 1  way  proprietors,  or  if,  when  introduced,  it 
SQired  by  law  to  be  made  out  before  the  should  not  prove  satisfactory,  he  would  then 
edaration  of  a  dividend;  the  specific  en-  bo  prepared  to  state  what  course  the  Go* 
aetment  being  that  no  dividend  should  be  >  vernment  proposed  to  pursue. 
declared  declaring  the  amount  of  the  capi-  Earl  FITZWILLIAM  was  of  opinion 
tal  stock  of  the  company.  Such  a  regulation  that  neither  the  Government  nor  either 
would  not  require  from  the  railway  compa-  House  of  Parliament  seemed  disposed  to 
BIOS  any  new  account — it  would  only  re- '  go  far  enough  in  the  legislation  which  they 
quire  the  production  of  that  account  which  intended  to  pursue  on  this  subject.  One 
tney  were  already  required  by  law  to  pro*  of  the  most  important  considerations  for 
dnee  to  their  shareholders.  If  railway  Parliament  to  undertake,  was  the  relation 
companies  came  to  Parliament  to  obtain  in  which  these  railway  companies  and  the 
powers  to  raise  additional  capital,  it  was  j  House  of  Commons  stood  towards  each 
not  only  the  right  but  it  was  also  the  other.  He  was  afraid  that  there  now  ex- 
boanden  duty  of  their  Lordships  to  inquire  isted  in  that  House  a  power  which  that 
haw  they  had  expended  the  copital  which  '  House  was  incapable  to  control.  His  noble 
they  had  already  been  permitted  to  raise,  |  Friend  had  alluded  to  the  vast  sums  of  mo- 
aod  how  they  had  exercised  the  powers '  ney  which  were  embarked  in  railway  pro- 
irliieh  they  already  enjoyed.  He  therefore  '  perty,  and  said  that  it  was  the  interest  of 
oondoded  by  moving —  the  shareholders,  who  were  so  largely  con* 

M  That  the  RaUwav  Returns  ordered  to  be  laid  cerned  in  that  class  of  investments,  to  exer- 
Vttam  the  House  on  the  Srd  of  May  in  the  last  Ses- 1  cise  a  strict  control  over  the  administration 
•fam,  and  which  hare  not  as  yet  been  produced,  be  '  of  their  property.  That  was  quite  true; 
made  forthwith."  ^^^  certainly  it  was  equally  true  that,  con- 

Barl  GRANVILLE  had  no  objection  !  sidering  the  relation  in  which  these  compa- 
to  produce  the  returns  for  which  the  noble  I  nies  stand  to  the  country,  the  Government 
Banm  had  moved,  and  showed  that  it  was  !  ought  to  have  a  greater  control  over  them 
not  owing  to  any  fault  of  the  Railway  Com- '  than  they  had  hitherto  possessed,  not  only 
suauoners  that  they  had  not  been  produced  over  their  financial  an*angements,  but  also 
already.  As  to  the  question  which  the  no- ;  in  respect  to  the  way  in  which  the  public 
Ue  Baron  had  asked  respecting  the  inten-  had  been  and  were  likely  to  be  served.  It 
lion  of  Government  to  introduce  a  Railway  was  important  to  observe  that  numerous  as 
Audit  Bill  this  Session,  he  must  be  per-  were  the  railways  of  the  country,  they  were 
mitted  to  make  a  short  statement  before  in  the  hands  of  only  a  very  few  companies. 
lie  gare  any  answer.     As  soon  as  the  Go-    His  noble  Friend  had  spoken  also  of  the 


general  depreciation  of  railway  property, 
and,  according  to  his  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  subject,  one  would  imagine  that  he  con- 
ceived that  that  general  depreciation  was 


vernment  received    information  that    the 

Bailway  Bill  of  last  Session  had  passed  the 

House  of  Lords,  a  deputation  of  railway  di- 

netom  waited  on  the  First   Lord  of  the 

Tnaanry,  and  announced  that  it  was  their   in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  to  be 

iBtaiition  to  meet  that  Bill  in  the  House  of  attributed  to  the  malversation  of  the  ma- 
nagers of  particular  companies.  Now,  it 
mi<;ht  be  true  that  such  had  been  the  fact 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  he   apprehended 


Oonmons  with  the  most  decided  opposition. 
The  deputation  admitted,  at  the  same  time, 
Aat  the  system  wanted  improvement,  and 


fledged  themselves  to  consider,  during  that  there  were  other  reasons  which  opera- 
the  receM,  the  best  mode  of  improvement,  ted  along  with  it.  The  great  cause  of  the 
He  believed  that  they  had  now  abandoned  ;  depreciation  he  thought  was  due  to  the  fact 
ikmr  attempt  as  hopeless,  and  had  deter- 1  that  the  country  had  been  saturated  with 
■inffd  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  same  pur-  railways;  and  the  directors  having,  in  con- 
foae   during   the   present    Session.      The    sequence,  been  driven   to  economy,    they 


Ctafemment  had  been  carefully  considering 
wh^  question  during  the  recess,  and 


had  made  the  public  service  suffer  by  dimi- 
nishing the  number  of  trains.    Railway  pro- 
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pertj  was  depreciated,  but  not  from  malTer- 
sation  only,  for  there  were  some  to  which 
the  term  could  not  be  applied.  He  begged 
to  say,  with  reference  to  the  directors 
of  the  North  Western  Railway,  that  he 
believed  they  were  as  much  entitled  to  the 
reputation  of  honour  and  integrity  as  any 
body  of  men  could  be.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  Goremment  was  afraid  to  exercise 
that  control  over  railways  generally  which 
a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest  de- 
manded ;  but  they  might  depend  upon  it, 
if  they  wished  to  see  the  country  properly 
senred  with  railways,  they  must  exercise  a 
much  greater  control  than  they  had  ever 
yet  done.  He  had  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  an  Audit  Bill;  but  he  repeated  that 
he  was  quite  sure  that  if  the  GoTernment 
wished  to  put  the  railways  upon  a  proper 
footing,  they  must  introduce  a  most  ef- 
ficient and  stringent  measure  with  regard 
to  those  in  whose  hands  the  means  of  com- 
munication in  the  country  were  at  present 
placed.  I 

The  DcKE  of  RICHMOND,  in  reply  to  \ 
one  observation  made  by  the  noble  Lord . 
opposite,  as  to  the  fact  of  the  parties  de- ' 
dining  to  rate  a  certain  railway  on  the 
ground  of  its  yielding  no  profit,  said,  if 
that  principle  were  to  be  acted  upon,  it . 
would  be  applicable  to  the  farms  of  this 
country,  for  hardly  one  of  them  at  present 
yielded  to  a  profit.  | 

Lord  BEAUMONT  wished  to  ask,  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- ! 
ment  to  introduce  the  Bill  of  last  Session, 
which  was  to  enable  railway  companies  who 
had    not    been    able    to  carry   out  their 
works  for  which  they  bad  obtained  Bills, 
to  wind  up  their  afiairs  ?    This  was  a  sub- ' 
ject  that  created  great  interest  at  that  mo-  ' 
ment  amongst  many  persons,  particularly 
amongst  those  who  had  their  money  locked 
up,  and  it  would  be  desirable  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  satisfy  the  public  mind  on 
that  head.     The  difiiculty  that  stood  in  the  | 
way  of  the  Bill  of  last  Session  passing,  was  \ 
the  absence  of  a  clause  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  the  former  owners  of  land, 
from  whom  the  railway  companies  had  pur- 
chased it.     it  would  be  also  desirable  if  a 
olauso  were  introdueinl  giving  a  facility  to 
sueh  parties  to  purchase  the  land  on  either 
Hide  of  the  intended  railway  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price. 

Kakl  ilUANVlLLE  was  understood  to 
nay  that  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce 
iiuch  u  Hill  early  in  the  ensuing  week. 

On  Question,  uynrt/  to. 

House  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 
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THE  POOR  LAWS. 

Mr.  DISRAELI,  aeeing  the  rig)it  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  in  his  place,  wished  to  inquire  when 
the  report  of  the  Commiasioners  on  the 
operation  of  the  law  of  settlemeDt  would 
he  laid  upon  the  tahle  of  the  Houae  ? 

Mr.  BAINES  said,  that  the  report  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
and  would,  he  helieved,  be  had  npon  the 
tahle  either  to-night  or  to-morrow. 

Gaptaix  PELHAM  wished  to  put  the 
following  questions  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department :  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  any  in* 
tention  of  bringing  in  any  measures  for 
abolishing  or  altering  the  laws  of  settle- 
ment and  removability,  and  the  treatment 
of  vagrants;  for  altering  the  rating  for  the 
support  of  the  poor,  either  in  reference  to 
the  area  of  chargeability,  or  the  property 
to  be  assessed;  or  for  transferring  any  d 
the  charges  now  levied  upon  the  poor-rate 
to  other  funds  ?  His  second  question  was, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  GoTomment  will 
bring  in  any  measure  for  facilitating  the 
borrowing  of  money  from  the  State,  or 
private  capitalists,  by  landowners  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  condition  of  estates  ?  The  last 
question  was,  whether  Her  Majesty's  €ro- 
vernment  intended  to  bring  in  any  mea- 
sure for  facilitating  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
landed  property  in  England  and  Wales,  in 
settlement,  with  a  view  to  the  relief  or 
mutual  improvement  of  estates,  and  the 
better  cultivation  of  the  soil  ? 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  that  the  first  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  one  to  which  it  was  difficult 
to  give  a  very  explicit  and  categorical  an- 
swer, without  being  subject  to  some  miscon- 
ception. The  question  of  the  law  of  set- 
tlement had  occupied  much  of  the  attention 
of  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
and  in  a  very  few  days  the  information  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire had  just  referred,  and  which  had  been 
collected  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members.     The 
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annual  reports  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
irhich  liad  already  been  laid  upon  the  table, 
iroald  also  rery  shortly  be  in  the  hands  of 
IfemberSt  and  would  be  found  to  contain 
some  satisfactory  information  with  regard 
to  Tagrancy.  He  could  only  state  at  pre- 
sent that  the  Government  had  no  imme- 
diate intention  of  proposing  to  Parliament 
a  measure  on  the  subject  of  settlement, 
but  they  reserved  to  themselves  the  power 
of  doing  so  if  they  should  deem  such  a 
coarse  enedient.  The  latter  part  of  the 
question  mcluded  a  very  wide  field  of  in- 
quiry. Three  notices  had  already  been 
given  by  Members  upon  subjects  connected 
with  the  law  of  rating  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  and  as  he  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  the  views  of  the  Govem- 
taient  on  the  question  at  a  future  time,  he 
must  decline  entering  into  the  matter  now. 
With  regard  to  his  hon.  Friend's  second 
question,  he  must  remind  him  that  by  Acts 
already  in  existence,  authority  had  been 
given  for  the  issue  of  a  sum  of  2,000,000Z. 
m  Great  Britain,  for  the  improvement  of 
bund  by  drainage.  The  whole  of  that 
money  had  been  appropriated  by  the  Enclo- 
■ore  Commissioners,  to  whom  the  distribu- 
tion was  committed,  and  a  considerable 
porUon  of  the  amount  had  been  issued  and 
expended.  He  was  bound  to  state  that 
yerj  many  applications  for  further  advances 
bad  been  mskide  and  refused,  not  because 
the  parties  did  not  come  within  the  regu- 
lations prescribed  by  Parliament,  but  be- 
eaiue  the  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
mianoners  had  been  wholly  appropriated 
among  previous  applicants.  The  Govem- 
ment»  however,  would  reserve  for  future 
eonsideration  the  question  whether  any 
farther  advances  for  this  object  should  be 
pffvpoaed.  With  regard  to  the  third  ques- 
tion, by  the  laws  for  the  settlement  of 
landed  property,  powers  of  sale  and  ex- 
diange  were  already  conferred;  and  by  the 
Bndoenre  Act,  9  Victoria,  c.  118,  sec. 
147i  ihrongh  the  agency  of  the  Enclosure 
Commissioners,  very  extensive  powers  of 
■lie  and  exchange  were  given  for  lands 
wbieh  were  to  be  the  subject  of  enclosure. 
IF  fdriher  powers  were  considered  neces- 
aHj»  the  Government  would  be  prepared 
to  entertain  any  application  which  might 
bo  made  to  them  on  the  subject;  but  he 
bad  not  received  any  intimation  which  led 
Um  to  suppose  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  ptepoae  to  Parliament  any  further  mea- 
■ore.  He  had  omitted  to  refer  to  one  point 
in  the  second  question — whether  the  Go- 
oontemplated  any  measure  for 


facilitating  the  borrowing  of  money  by 
landowners  from  private  capitalists.  He 
might  remind  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  the  Act  12  <fc  13  Victoria,  c.  100, 
had  been  passed  to  promote  the  advance 
of  public  money  for  the  drainage  of  land  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  no  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment, which  led  him  to  suppose  that  that 
Act  was  inadequate  to  the  purpose. 

KILRUSn  UNION. 

Mk.  p.  SCROPE  wished  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  relative  to  the  recent 
administration  of  the  poor-laws  in  the  Kil- 
rush  union.  He  wanted  to  know  what 
truth  there  was  in  the  statements  which 
he  found  made  by  local  journals,  that  in 
that  union  all  outdoor  relief  had  been 
stopped  on  the  8th  of  December  last  ? 
Several  coroners*  inquests  having  been  held 
on  persons  who  had  died  of  starvation, 
it  was  resumed;  but  on  the  19th  of  January 
it  was  again  stopped,  12,500  persons  hav- 
ing been  in  receipt  of  it.  Deaths  from 
starvation  again  occurred  on  the  second 
stoppage  of  outdoor  relief,  and  it  was  sub- 
sequently resumed,  showing  that,  in  the 
opinions  of  the  guardians,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary.  Ho  wished  also  to  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  true  that  the  guardians  of  the 
Kilrush  union  had  altered  the  dietary  of 
the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  had  fed 
them  on  turnips  with  half  rations  of  milk  ? 
He  had  seen  a  statement,  that,  owing  to 
the  alteration  in  the  dietary,  the  deaths 
had  risen  from  four  to  ninty-five  in  the 
three  weeks  ending  the  13th  of  January, 
and  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  number  of 
paupers  in  the  infirmary  had  increased  in 
an  equal  proportion.  He  wished  to  ask, 
lastly,  whether,  considering  this  mode  of 
administering  the  poor-law,  the  Poor  Law 
Board  did  intend  to  relieve  the  guardians  of 
the  Kilrush  union  from  the  responsibilities 
of  that  office  ? 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  was  happy 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  give  his  hon. 
Friend's  question  an  answer  as  satisfactory 
as,  perhaps,  he  expected,  and  as  it  cer* 
tainly  was  his  desire  on  all  occasions  to 
afford  to  hon.  Members;  but  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him,  at  twenty-four  hours*  notice, 
and  not  having  access  here  to  papers  which 
would  have  afforded  more  satisfactory  de- 
tails, to  give  precise  information  on  the 
points  which  had  been  ennumerated  with 
such  remarkable  minuteness  by  his  hon. 
Friend.     It  was  quite  true  that  in  Decern- 


347 


The  Ecclesioitical 


{COMMONS} 


Cammiiium, 


848 


bar  last  a  large  number  of  persona  who 
were  in  the  receipt  of  a  daily  outdoor 
allowance  ceased  to  receive  that  allowance 
in  the  Kilrush  union.  This  was  caused  by 
the  want  of  means  on  the  part  of  the  guar- 
dians, the  contractors  having  refused  to 
supply  them  on  credit  with  the  necessary 
food  for  those  receiving  outdoor  relief. 
Through  the  same  cause  it  was  certainly 
true,  that,  for  a  very  short  time,  the  ne- 
cessity was  forced  upon  the  guardians  of 
altering  the  dietary  within  the  walls  of  the 
workhouse.  During  the  time  for  which  the 
daily  allowance  of  meat  ceased  to  be  dis- 
tributed, there  was  room  for  several  hun- 
dred persons  within  the  walls  of  the  work- 
house; but  there  was  not  the  slightest 
reason  to  believe  that  the  dietary,  though 
altered,  was  not  perfectly  sufficient.  He 
was  speaking  from  memory,  and  could  not 
exactly  say  whether  or  not  any  inquests 
were  held  during  the  period  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  outdoor  relief;  but  he  knew  that 
four  or  five  inquests  on  persons  had  been 
held,  the  verdict  in  the  third  of  which  was 
death  by  starvation.  Whether  that  ver- 
dict was  borne  out  by  the  evidence,  he 
oould  not  say  —  he  had  his  own  opinion  on 
that  point;  but  he  remembered  perfectly 
well,  that  on  one  of  the  men  who  were  said 
to  have  died  of  starvation  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  in  money  was  found.  His  hon. 
Friend  next  asked  him,  whether  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  had  not  increased  during  the 
period  for  which  the  dietary  had  been 
changed  ?  As  far  as  his  recollection  went, 
he  should  say  certainly  not.  Previous  to 
that  time,  and  durmg  that  time,  the  mor- 
tality in  the  Kilrush  workhouse  did  not  ex- 
ceed, if  it  was  not  below,  the  average 
mortality  in  Irish  workhouses;  but  since 
that  period  there  certainly  had  been  a  very 
considerable  increase  —  he  thought  nearly 
double  the  usual  average.  He  had  re- 
ceived no  official  account  whatsoever  as  to 
the  second  stoppage  of  outdoor  relief. 
The  guardians  had  provided  lately  a  con- 
siderable increase  to  the  workhouse  ac- 
commodation, and  he  thought  it  probable 
that  the  stoppage  had  been  occasioned  in 
order  to  alter  the  workhouse,  with  a  view 
to  the  adopting  the  workhouse  test,  and 
thus  ascertaining  whether  the  recipients  of 
outdoor  relief  were  fairly  entitled  to  it  or 
not.  The  last  question  related  to  the  dis- 
adution  of  the  board  of  guardians.  That 
board  had  had  very  great  difficulties  to 
oentend  with;  notwithstanding  the  liberal 
advances  which  were  made  to  them  from 
ttw  rate  in  aid,  a  very  large  debt  was  left 


to  them  by  their  predecessors  on  retiring 
from  office.  The  Gonimiasioners  bad  had 
reason  to  complain  of  the  tardiness  with 
which  the  guardians  struck  the  rates,  and 
perhaps  that  was  the  cause  of  the  defi- 
ciency in  their  funds;  but,  i^onsideriDg  that 
they  only  acceded  to  office  on  the  1st  No- 
vember, and  the  difficulties  thej  had  had 
to  contend  with,  the  Commissioners  had 
not  been  of  opinion  that  a  sufficient  caaie 
was  made  out  for  depriving  them  of  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  union. 

THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  HORSMAN  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  forward  the  Motion  or  which 
be  had  given  notice ;  affirming  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  paid  Commissioners 
for  the  management  of  the  property  under 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commission.  He  had  to 
express  his  sincere  regret  thai  the  hopes 
which  he  had  entertained  that  the  laboius 
of  the  last  Committee  would  have  resulted 
in  a  settlement  of  this  quesUon,  had  ended 
in  disappointment.  Though  eveiy  sueeeed- 
ing  day  tended  to  confirm  him  more  and 
more  in  his  oonviction  of  the  necessity  of 
improving  the  Commission  and  jdaoing  ths 
temporalities  of  the  Church  in  safer  hands; 
it  appeared  that  the  probability  of  giving 
effect  to  that  proposition  was  now  more  re* 
mote  than  ever,  and  he  was,  therefore,  re- 
luctantly obliged  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  again  to  the  subject.  Thej  were 
all  familiar  both  with  the  character  of  the 
Commission  and  with  its  proceedings.  Thej 
knew  it  to  be  a  very  potent,  powerful,  and 
irresponsible  body;  that  it  was  charged 
with  very  important  functions,  and  entrust- 
ed with  the  administration  of  immense  funds. 
They  knew  that  there  was  hardly  a  oounty 
in  England  in  which  it  did  not  exercise 
some  control  over  considerable  estates,  or  a 
parish  in  England  in  which  its  interventM 
might  not  affect  existing  interests.  In 
short,  whether  the  temporalities  of  the 
Church,  or  the  most  sacred  spiritual  in- 
terests of  the  people,  were  taken  into  ac» 
count,  the  Commission  held  a  power  more 
vast,  more  important,  and  more  irresponsir 
blc  than  had  been  known  in  this  oountry 
since  the  Reformation.  Well,  therefore, 
did  it  become  Parliament  to  keep  an  eye 
upon  that  power — to  define  its  character, 
to  limit  its  operation,  to  regulate  its  use, 
and  take  every  precaution  against  possible 
abuse;  and  the  more  so  because  it  was  ob* 
vious  that  from  the  present  composition 
of  that  Commission,  great  abuses  of  one 
kind  or  another  must  arise.     It  eould  not 
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be  denied  bat  that  the  duties  of  the  Com* 
miaeioii  were  of  vast  importance.  The 
Chmek  waa  banning  every  day  to  feel 
mora  and  more  Btrongly  that  the  spiritual 
duties  of  ber  mission  were  sufficient  to  oo- 
mipy  the  whole  time  and  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  ber  dignitaries.  When,  therefore, 
tbej  proceeded  to  load  themselves  with 
MMther  set  of  duties  of  an  entirely  opposite 
<ihamoter,  it  was  manifest  that  a  portion, 
at  least,  of  the  labours  imposed  upon  them 
most  be  neglected;  and,  consequently,  as 
H  became  a  matter  of  necessity  that  a 
flfa(noe  must  be  made  between  these  two 
inoompatible  duties,  the  people  were  per- 
loaded  that  the  more  the  ecclesiastical  dig- 
BitarieB  confined  themselves  to  the  spiritual 
dvtiea  of  the  Church,  and  the  less  they 
meddled  with  secular  concerns,  the  better. 

conviction  was  daily  becoming  more 
kture  among  all  ecclesiastical  parties,  and 
very  cogent  grounds.  There  was  one 
nariy  in  the  Church  extremely  anxious  to 
neraase  tiie  number  of  the  bishops.  They 
Mid  that  the  duties  to  be  discharged  were 
beyond  the  strength  of  the  existing  pre- 
But  these  parties,  earnest  as  they 

and  most  laudably  alive  to  the  ad- 
of  the  Church,  were  beginning 
le  pereeiTe  how  utterly  shallow  and  insin- 
eere  their  arguments  must  appear,  when 
at  tbe  very  time  that  they  were  complaining 
el  the  duties  being  unsatisfactorily  dis- 
eberged  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of 
the  amnber  of  bishops,  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  prelates  were  absenting  themselves 
from  their  dioceses,  and  giving  their  atten- 
tkm  te  aeeular  affairs  elsewhere,  which  lay- 
men eoold  administer  for  them,  and  admi- 
aialer  far  better.  The  great  ground  of 
eemplaint,  therefore,  seemed  to  be  not 
tbat  we  had  not  bishops  enough,  but  that 
Aoae  we  bad  were  not  labouring  in  their 
jifffat  vocation — that  they  were  in  London 
when  they  ought  to  be  in  their  own  pro- 
TOicea  devoting  themselves  to  temporal- 
hiea  in  Whitehall,  to  the  manifest  neglect 
of  spiritualities  in  their  more  legitimate 
qihefe.  It  was  obvious  that  a  deficiency 
wioh  arose  not  so  much  from  an  excess 
m  fiem  a  neglect  of  spiritual  duties,  would 

be  accepted  by  Parliament  as  an  ar- 

it  for  supplying  the  deficiency  by  an 
nnmber  of  bishops.  There  was 
party,  to  which  he  owned  that  he 
belonged,  who  considered  that, 
vhether  the  duties  were  too  onerous  or  too 
lgbt»  still  that  tlie  pecuniary  concerns  of 
the  Chnrefa  Establishment,  its  vast  finan- 
cial opentionsi  and  the  management  of  its 


estates  throughout  England,  were  altoge- 
ther alien  to  the  functions  of  ecclesiastics 
— that  it  was  not  a  duty,  or  a  seemly  office 
for  an  ecclesiastic  to  fill — that  he  should 
leave  to  other  men  the  grosser  cares  and 
intricacies  of  worldly  business — that  a  pre- 
late should  confine  himself  to  the  chosen 
field  of  his  spiritual  labour,  and  place  him- 
self in  close  and  intimate  relationship  with 
his  clergy  and  flock — conscious  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  bis  high  office,  and  devoted 
to  its  duties  alone — that  it  was  for  him  to 
be  familiar  with  the  concerns  of  every 
parish  under  his  care,  cognisant  of  the 
character  of  every  clergyman  within  his 
diocese,  supplying  all  wants  by  his  energy^ 
controlling  all  abuses  by  his  vigilance,  and 
encouraging  all  that  was  good  by  his  ex- 
ample— that  it  was  for  him  to  live  as  a 
father  among  his  people,  spreading  around 
him  the  atmosphere  of  love,  of  reverence^ 
and  of  religion.  Such,  in  its  early  days^ 
were  the  Church's  notions  of  what  a  Christian 
bishop  ought  to  be.  Such  they  had  been  in 
former  times ;  such  all  should  wish  to  see 
them  again,  and  to  such  it  should  be  the 
earnest  desire  of  every  true  Christian  to 
endeavour  to  restore  them.  But  there 
was  a  third  party,  perhaps  more  numerous 
than  the  other  two,  who,  agreeing  and 
concurring  with  the  others  in  the  abstract, 
yet,  fortified  by  the  conclusions  of  their 
daily  experience,  maintained  that  there 
was  a  proved  incompetence  to  the  duties 
which  they  had  undertaken  on  the  part  of 
the  Commission,  to  the  enormous  injury 
of  the  Church  finances  from  mismanage^ 
ment,  and  to  the  scandal  of  the  Churchi 
itself  from  the  proceedings  of  its  digni- 
taries on  that  board ;  and  that,  whether 
from  regard  to  the  spiritual  or  the  tem- 
poral interests  of  the  Church,  they  protest 
against  a  continuance  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem. They  hold  that  the  pecuniary  loss 
to  the  Church,  great  as  it  was,  was  of  very 
slight  value  compared  with  the  unfavour- 
able light  in  which  this  board  placed  her 
hierarchy  before  tho  people.  When  the 
episcopal  funds  were  first  established  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  they  were  placed  under 
an  episcopal  board,  under  the  impression 
that  thereby  more  confidence  would  be  im- 
parted in  tho  Church.  It  was  thought 
that,  under  their  conscientious  keeping, 
every  talent  entrusted  to  them  would  bring 
forth  ten  for  the  service  of  the  Church  and 
the  advancement  of  religion ;  but  that  de* 
lusion  had  long  since  vanished,  and  it  be- 
came apparent  that,  instead  of  these  trea- 
sures of  the  Church  having  been  entrusted 
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to  the  safest  keeping,  it  was  manifestly  in  ;  and  that  that  was  not  considered  to  be  an 
the  most  insecure  custody.      Instead   of  i  adequate    representation   of    the  Church, 
confidence  being  reposed  in  the  prelates,  |  But  the  popular  version  of  this  diasatis- 
it  appeared  manifest  that  all  confidence  j  faction  was  more  ample  and  more  corn- 
was  destroyed  in  them ;  and  there   were  |  municative.     It  pointed  to  the  nature  of 
now   no  men    throughout   England  more   the  Ecclesiastical  Commission — how  great 
anxious  that   the  whole  of  the  episcopal   were  its  powers,  how  ?ery  convenient,  in 
bench  should   retire  from   the   Ecclesias-   many    respects    were    its     opportunities, 
tical   Commission    than    the    great    body  \  These  Commissioners  were  cnarged  with 
of  the  English  clergy,  who  had  become  |  great  powers,    not  only  as    affecting  in 
unhappily  conscious  that  the  appointment   great  matters  the  interests  of  the  Church 
of  the  present   dignitaries   had    resulted   at  large,  but,  in  many  small  matters,  the 
neither  in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  interests   of    bishops  in  particular.     All 
the  Church,  nor  of  their  own  credit.    Such  !  matters  of  allowance,  or  compensation,  or 
being  the  general  opinion,  he  should  have   loans,  and  other  points  affecting  the  io- 
thought  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  ;  terests  of  existing  bishops,  were  ruled  by 
or  hesitation  in  giving  effect  to  it,  espe- 1  them.     They  had  to  decide  what  future 
cially  when  supported  by  the  recommenda-  ^  bishops  were  to  pay  money  to  the  Ecclesi- 
tion  of  the  Committee  to  which  he  had  al- '  astical  Commission,  what  they  were  to  re- 
ready   referred.     But  it   seemed  to  have   ccive,  and  in  each  case  how  much  ;    also, 
been  ordered   otherwise  ;  it  seemed  that :  they  were  to  say  what  prelates  were  to  be 
the  hearts  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Comrois- '  permitted  to  sell  estates,  who  were  to  build 
sioners   were  still    hardened  —  that   they '  palaces,  and  how  much  of  the  Church's 
were  still  determined,  not  without  a  strug- '  money  was  to  be  given  for  these  purposes. 
gle,  to  let  go  their  grasp  on  the  Church's  '  In  short,  various  things,  affecting  the  Cont- 
funds.     But  he  was   ready  to  appeal  to   missioners  themselves,  were  to  be  ruled  ab* 
justice,  and  to  the  sense  of  public  duty   solutely  by  that  board,  and  a  seat  at  its 
entertained  by  that  House,  while  he  asked  |  councils  thus  came  to  be  looked  upon  as  an 
them  to  give  him  their  attention,  for  a  ,  important  thing.      The  excluded  prelates 
short  time,  while  he   proceeded  to  show,    were  not  prepared  to  say  why  a  smali  por- 
from  the  statements  of  the  Ecclesiastical ,  tion  of  the  number  should  monopolise  all  the- 
Commissioners  themselves,  what  the  sys- '  prizes,  and  an  agitation  commenced  for  an 
tem  was  which  they  carried  on,  how  far   extension  of  the  Commission.   Whether  this 
they  had  justified  the  confidence  reposed   account  of  the  matter,  generally  circulated 
in  them,  and  how  unreasonable,  how  inde- '  and  accepted  at  the  time,  were  in  all  reapects- 
fensible  —  he  would   not   use   a   stronger   correct  or  not,  of  this  at  all  events  there 
term — and  how  unwarrantable  were  the   could  be  no  doubt,  that  an  agitation  had 
claims  which  they  now  put  forward  to  still '  been  got  up  which  waxed  very  fierce  and 
further  abuse  both  the  interests  and  the  ,  very  formidable,  so  that  at  last  the  minority 
patience  of  the  public.     The  Ecclesiastical  ^  were  compelled  to  g^ve  way — the  doors  of 
Commission  had  its  origin  in  1836 — that '  No.  5,  Whitehall-place,  were  thrown  open, 
is,  previous   commissions  of  inquiry  had   when  the  whole  episcopal  bench  rushed  in, 
been  issued  in  1 835 — which  had  made  re-   and  the  wonder  was,  why  the  deans  and* 
ports,  and  submited  certain  recommenda- ;  other  dignitaries  did  not  als  ooontrive  to 
tions  on  the  question  of  the  ecclesiastical  ^  gain   admission.      As  it  happened,   only 
establishments  ;  and,  in  1836,  the  same  '  three  deans  got  appointed  ;  but  the  con-' 
Commission   was  continued,  with  instruc- '  stitution  of  the  Commission  became  greatly 
tions  to  give  effect  to,  and  carry  out,  their  ;  altered  in  consequence  of  those  changes, 
own    recommendations.       That   was    the    Formerly  it  consisted  of  eight  laymen  and 
origin  of  the  present  Commission.    It  con-   ^ve  ecclesiastics  ;  it  was  now  constituted 
sisted  originally  of  thirteen  Members,  but   of  twcnty-niue    ecclesiastics   and   twenty 
the  smallness  of  that  number  gave  great   laymen.     In  fact,  it  became  practically  an 
dissatisfaction  in   certain  quarters.      The   ecclesiastical  board — and  the  worst  of  all 
Bishop  of  London,  who  was  a  witness  bo-   ecclesiastical   boards — namely,  one  com* 
fore  the  Committee,  and  who  had  certainly   posed  of  only  one  order  of  ecclesiastics, 
shown  no  disposition  to  expose  the  frailties   The  parochial    clergy   and  their  congre- 
of  his  brethren,    assigned   a  very   vague   gations   were   not   at   all   represented  on 
cause  indeed  for  that  dissatisfaction.     He   the  board,  and  the  result  was  seen  in  the 
stated  that  only  five  of  the  members  of  the   proceedings  which  had  taken  place.     The 
episcopal  bench  were  on  the  Commission, '  poorer  pastors  were  left  half  starred}  and 
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their  eongregations  untaught;  whilst  vast 
siixnB  of  the  church  treasure  were  squan- 
dered on  the  luiuries  and  palaces  of  their 
mitred  rulers.  The  transaction  of  business 
was  not  facilitated  hj  this  enlargement  of 
the  hoard ;  and,  as  if  to  make  confusion 
worse  confounded,  it  was  provided  that 
there  should  be  no  permanent  chairman  at 
the  meetings  of  the  board,  the  rule  being 
that  the  Commissioner  highest  in  rank  pre- 
sent should  always  occupy  the  chair,  but 
onlj  until  one  of  a  higher  rank  came  in; 
so  that  the  Commission  was  formed  under 
a  junior  bishop,  who  was  hardly  warm  in 
his  seat  before  a  senior  bishop  came  in  and 
deprived  him  of  it,  who  had  again  to  leave 
it  when  an  older  bishop  entered;  so  that 
ihere  could  be  nothing  like  permanency  in 
the  proceedings  until  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  came  in  and  took  precedence 
of  all  others.  Now,  he  should  like  to 
know  how  the  business  of  that  House 
eonM  be  earned  on  if  the  rule  were  that 
the  oldest  Member  present  should  always 
oecnpj  the  chair,  and  if  their  president 
were  to  be  altered  every  ten  minutes,  and 
BO  fixity  of  tenure  allowed  until  the  father 
of  the  House  came  in  ?  And  yet  this  sys- 
tem of  conducting  business  was  considered 
■o  wise  as  not  only  to  be  sanctioned  as  a 
role  of  the  board,  but  actually  to  be  made 
the  law  of  the  land.  It  was  found  ex- 
tremelj  inconvenient  under  such  a  system 
to  carnr  on  matters  of  detail  with  so  large 
a  hoard,  and,  accordingly,  in  order  to  ex- 
pedite business,  they  determined  to  refer 
particular  subjects  to  Select  Committees. 
Bat  how  was  this  carried  into  effect  ?  In 
that  House,  Select  Committees  usually  con- 
sisted of  a  very  limited  number  of  Mem- 
hen*  while  all  persons  having  a  personal 
or  pecuniary  interest  in  the  inquiry  were 
ezcfnded.  But  the  system  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commission  was  in  every  respect 
the  reverse  of  this.  He  found,  by  returns 
in  the  tables  of  the  appendix  to  the  re- 
port, that  the  average  attendance  of  the 
Doard  was  ten,  and  yet  the  first  Committee 
appmnted  by  them  consisted,  not  of  less 
nao  ten  members,  but  actually  of  twenty- 
ttree.  The  Estates  Committee  had  twenty- 
Aree  members;  the  Districts  Committee, 
whidi  was  next  appointed,  had  twenty 
mmnbers;  the  Episcopal  Incomes  Com- 
aaittee  fourteen  members;  and  the  Finance 
Committee  thirteen  members.  In  short, 
ibere  was  not  one  of  the  committees  that 
liad  not  a  greater  number  of  members  than 
the  aTerage  attendance  on  the  board,  the 
laifeoeaa  of  which  they  were  intended  to 
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correct.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
board  had  no  idea  of  adopting  such  an  in- 
novation as  that  of  excluding  persons  who 
had  individual  interests  in  the  cases  inves- 
tigated. On  the  contrary,  when  business 
aifecting  any  one  bishop  was  to  be  carried 
on,  he  was  especially  favoured  with  a  sum- 
mons to  attend,  and  he  was  allowed  to 
speak  and  vote  at  the  deliberations  exactly 
as  if  he  were  a  member  of  the  committee. 
Not  only  that,  but  any  member  of  the 
episcopal  bench  could  attend  any  com- 
mittee, even  though  not  a  member  of  it, 
and  vote  and  act  as  the  regular  members; 
so  that  the  committee  could  at  any  time 
be  swamped  and  outvoted  by  persons  who 
were  not  nominated  on  it  at  all.  After 
some  months  of  consideration  on  the  sub- 
ject— and  at  the  risk  of  being  considered 
dull  and  thickheaded — he  had  not  been 
able  to  realise  to  himself  what  the  value 
of  these  committees  was.  The  Bishop 
of  St.  Asaph  had  told  them  that  it  enabled 
a  bishop  familiar  with  any  subject  to  guide 
the  deliberations  and  decision  of  the 
committee ;  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commission  stated  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  arrangement  among  themselves, 
that  when  any  bishop  took  up  a  par- 
ticular question,  he,  as  the  secretary 
expressed  it,  "  worked  it  through  the 
committee.*'  And  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  where  the  interests  of  any  bishop 
were  concerned,  he  had,  in  some  in- 
stances, **  worked  it  through  "  in  a  most 
peculiar  manner.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther, in  tho  most  palmy  days  of  Toryism, 
the  **  working- through  "  system  had  been 
better  understood  or  more  vigorously  car- 
ried out  than  on  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mission. The  House  would  no  doubt 
imagine,  after  what  he  had  described,  that 
the  business  of  the  Commission  was  not 
well  carried  out,  but  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  prepared  for  such  a  picture  of 
carelessness,  incompetence,  and  waste,  as 
the  revelations  of  its  own  witnesses  exhi- 
bited by  the  regular  valuator  of  the  Com- 
mission !  What  did  the  House  think  of 
large  church  estates  being  sold  without 
any  valuation  having  been  taken  ?  What 
did  they  think  of  large  estates  having 
been  bought  without  the  common  pre- 
caution of  a  survey  ?  What  did  they 
think  of  works  being  executed  without 
the  Commissioners'  own  architect  giving 
any  estimate  of  the  expense  ?  or  what 
did  they  think  of  surveyors,  architects, 
and  other  officers,  being  employed  under 
the    Commission   for   years  without   any 
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arrangement  whatever  being  made  with 
them  as  to  the  remmieration  which  they 
were  to  receive  ?  Accordinglj  their  charges, 
when  made,  were  disputed.  Payment  was 
delayed;  and  from  the  time  of  their  ap- 
pointment down  to  the  period  when  the 
committee  made  their  report,  no  settlements 
of  the  accounts  had  taken  place.  And 
though  a  great  effort  was  made  to  accom- 
plish something  that  might  be  called  a 
settlement  before  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission came  out,  there  was  no  evidence 
to  show  that  even  this  was  not  accomplish- 
ed by  a  further  sacrifice  of  the  Church's 
money,  in  satisfaction  of  what  had  been 
already  deemed  unreasonable  demands. 
Now,  considering  the  sacred  purposes  for 
which  the  funds  were  destined,  such  mani- 
festly unfaithful  guardianship  was  highly 
reprehensible.  It  should  bo  remembered 
that  it  was  the  treasury  of  the  poor  that 
these  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  had 
squandered  and  exhausted.  Nor  was  it 
necessary  that  he  should  bring  home  to 
them  any  intentional  maladministration  or 
mal-appropriation  of  funds.  He  would  say 
nothing  on  that  head,  cither  of  condemna- 
tion or  acquittal.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
show  that  the  attendance  of  the  bishops  at 
the  board  of  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
so  constantly  and  regularly  as  to  obtain  a 
proper  knowledge  of  the  business  of  the 
board,  was  wholly  incompatible  with  the 
discharge  of  their  ecclesiastical  duties.  It 
had  heen  said  that  they  attended  only 
when  something  relating  especially  to 
themselves  was  going  on.  To  a  certain 
extent  that  was  true — the  majority  of  the 
bench  could  only  give  an  occasional  atten- 
dance, and  it  became,  not  unnaturally, 
an  interested  one.  The  board  met  only 
once  a  week,  and  business  was  then  gone 
through  suflicient  for  a  month.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Commissioners  under 
such  circumstances  to  understand  the  bu- 
siness. The  Bishop  of  London  said,  that 
there  was  only  one  person  perfectly  and 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  business  of 
the  Commission;  and  that  one  person  was 
the  Secretary,  who  became  practically  the 
whole  Commission.  He  (Mr.  Horsman)  felt 
that  he  owed  some  apology  to  the  House 
for  having  dwelt  so  long  upon  the  composi- 
tion and  management  of  the  Commission, 
without  having  before  alluded  to  its  most 
important  functionary,  the  Secretary.  Now, 
however,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 
inform  the  House  that  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  had  a  secretary,  or  rather 
that  the  secretary  had  a  board  of  commis- 


sioners; for  he  was  the  aim  round  whom 
the  whole  system  reyolved.  It  was  with 
him  not  Ego  et  Bex  iiMut,  bat  Ego  ef 
Episcopi  mei.  He  had  been  from  the 
commencement  in  head — in  heart — in  au- 
thority and  in  action  the  whole  Conunis- 
sion.  Everything  was  done  bj  him.  Did 
any  one  want  to  see  the  Commissioners ! 
He  could  only  have  an  interview  with 
the  secretary.  Did  any  one  want  to  write 
to  the  Commissioners?  The  letter  went 
through  the  secretary.  Did  any  one  send 
a  communication  to  the  board  ?  It  was  open- 
ed by  the  secretary,  who  made  it  known  as 
he  thought  fit.  He  arranged  the  bunness — 
he  framed  the  orders  in  council — ^he  drew 
the  Acts  of  Parliament — he  selected  the 
subordinate  functionaries  and  employes. 
He  was  omniscient,  omnipresent,  and  pe* 
ripatetic.  Nothing  could  be  done  without 
him.  Did  a  prelate  wish  to  sell  an  estate? 
He  managed  the  order  in  council.  Was 
another  to  build  a  palace  ?  He  found  the 
cash.  Had  the  Commission  got  into  a  scnqte 
by  what  is  vulgarly  temed  a  job  ?  The  secre- 
try  '*  made  things  pleasant.*'  Was  Parlia- 
ment to  be  mystified  as  to  episcopal  in- 
comes ?  The  secretary  "  cooked  the  ao- 
counts.*'  Was  there  a  debate  in  the 
Lords  ?  The  secretary  culled  the  &cts  for 
the  archbishop.  Was  an  awkward  ques* 
tion  to  be  asked  in  the  Commons?  He 
prompted  the  Prime  Minister.  He  never 
gave  notice  of  any  question  which  he 
was  about  to  put  to  the  Minister  in  the 
House,  but  he  saw  on  the  following  morn- 
ing the  usual  paragraph  in  the  newspapers. 
under  the  head  of  Court  Circular — "  The 
Secretary  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners had  an  interview  yesterdaj  with 
the  First  Minister  at  his  official  residence 
in  Downing-street."  He  wished  to  speak 
of  the  secretaryship,  as  it  had  an  ineTitaUe 
tendency  to  become,  under  the  trials  and 
temptations  of  such  an  office,  so  circum- 
stanced, rather  than  of  the  individual  in  his 
individual  capacity  who  lately  filled  it.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  history  of  nations 
was  the  history  of  the  celebrated  men  whom 
they  produced.  And  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission  it  might  in  like  manner  be 
said,  that  its  history  was  the  Mstoiy  of  its 
first  and  hitherto  only  secretary.  He  was 
the  whole  Commissioner,  and  now  he  would 
show  what  a  dignified  body  it  had  been,  or 
rather  what  an  undignified  body — ^what  a 
caricature  it  had  been  of  imbecility  and 
helplessness,  in  the  hands  of  its  own  subor- 
dinate. As  he  had  before  said,  the  Eede- 
siastical  Commission  had  property  in  ereiy 
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dioeese  in  EDgland.  It  bad  a  great  deal 
of  bosiness  necessarily  connected  with  that 
property,  and  especially  of  legal  business. 
Ana  the  responsibility  of  all  this  business 
devolved  upon  the  secretary.  And  he  was 
Tested  with  a  large  discretion  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  gentlemen  to  fill  the  important 
Mid  lucratiTe  ofEices  of  solicitor  and  counsel 
to  the  Commission;  and  the  first  proof  of 
vndoabted  genius  which  he  gave  was  in 
filling  all  these  posts  with  his  own  relations. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Malton  was  the  first 
who  found  out  and  called  attention  to  the 
fftciv  that  he  was  on  one  occasion  plunging 
the  Commission  unnecessarily  into  litiga- 
tion; and  he  imagined  that  he  discovered  a 
ftmfly  interest  in  the  excitement  to  litiga- 
tion, for  when  the  case  came  to  be  consid- 
ered, there  was  a  gathering  of  the  whole 
dao  If  nrray.  There  was,  first,  Mr.  Charles 
Knight  Mnrray,  who,  representing  the 
Commission,  appeared  as  promoter,  and 
mDj  plaintiff  in  the  cause.  Then  there  was 
Mr.  Mwm^j  secunduSf  attorney  or  solicitor; 
and  then  Uiere  was  Mr.  Murray  tertius, 
iriho  made  his  appearance  in  wig  and  gown 
§m  eoonsd.  Now,  seeing  that  the  disputes 
in  anefa  a  business  as  the  Commission  must 
be  numerous,  and  the  wear  and  tear  on 
llie  secretary  most  cruel,  they  could  not 
be  surprised  at  his  calling  in,  to  share  the 
reaponMbility  and  the  emolument  of  the 
cfice,  those  on  whom  his  heart  could  best 
rely.  He  exhibited  in  that  respect  only  a 
weakness  which  had  possessed  many  great 
men  in  all  times  and  countries.  But  the 
aoestion  for  the  House  to  ask  was  this — was 
there  or  was  there  not  any  truth  in  the  sus- 
picion that  the  secretary  of  the  Commission 
phmged  it  into  litigation  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  his  own  relations  f  That  question 
was  not  fairly  investigated.  No  one  could 
doubl  that  it  was  not  properly  investigated 
before  the  Commission.  But  the  secretary 
was  a  very  fortunate  as  well  as  a  very  ac- 
tive man.  He  found  friends  where  he  did 
not  know  them,  and  his  virtue  was  re- 
Warded  where  he  least  expected  it.  A 
■ioat  remarkable  instance  of  this  occurred 
with  regard  to  the  tenure  of  his  own 
•flee*  In  the  year  1836  he  was  ap- 
nointed  seeretary;  but  when  he  came  he- 
me the  Committee  of  that  House  two 
jeara  ago,  he  astonished  the  Members 
with  the  announcement  that  he  was  not  the 
■IffVBDt  of  the  public,  holding  his  office 
Sdt-  Ae  paUio  pleasure,  but  that  he  held 
it'Vf  Aet  of  Parliament  during  his  life. 
hr  ttan  appeared,  that  in  an  Act  that  was 
in  1840,  to  carry  out  the  fourth 


report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Church 
Inquiry  with  regard  to  cathedrals  and  col- 
legiate churches,  and  which  had  no  more 
to  do  with  the  secretaryship  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners  than  with  the  beard 
of  the  Great  Mogul,  a  clause  had  been  in- 
serted, by  which  he  was  appointed  treasurer 
and  secretary,  and  his  tenure  of  office 
changed  from  being  **  during  pleasure*' 
to  •*  during  life."  How  that  extraordi- 
nary change  happened,  no  one  had  the 
least  idea  or  means  of  telling.  The  Bishop 
of  London,  who  was  next  in  authority  and 
omniscience  to  the  secretary,  knew  nothing 
about  it.  The  secretary  himself  was  as 
innocent  as  one  of  his  own  babes.  The 
idea  of  converting  his  terminable  appoint- 
ment into  a  perpetuity,  had  never  been 
mooted  at  the  board,  or  apparently  entered 
the  mind  of  a  single  Commissioner;  yet  so 
it  was.  Words  had  been  slipped  into  the 
Act,  in  one  of  its  very  latest  stages  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  conferred  the  office 
of  secretary  for  life ;  but  how  it  came 
there,  or  by  whom  inserted,  remained  as 
much  a  mystery  to  the  secretary  as  to  the 
Committee  and  to  the  world;  and  to  the 
present  moment  that  gentleman  was  in  a 
painful  state  of  ignorance  as  to  the  identity 
of  his  unknown  benefactor.  This  was 
another  instance  of  the  business-like  ca- 
pacity and  vigilance  of  the  episcopal  board; 
but  it  was  trifling  in  comparison  with  what 
he  had  now  to  tell.  He  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose 
to  what  he  was  now  about  to  say;  and  if  it 
did  not  make  every  hair  on  his  head  stand 
on  end,  he  was  no  longer  the  man  he  used 
to  be.  What  would  the  House  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  think  when  he  told 
them  that  this  board  of  episcopal  trustees^ 
charged  with  the  administration  of  large 
funds — of  enormous  funds — which  were  des- 
tined to  be  applied  to  the  most  sacred  of 
purposes,  took  no  cognisance  whatever  of 
the  receipt  or  disbursement  of  those  im- 
mense sums  of  which  they  stood  charged 
as  the  recipients  ?  Yet  such  was  the  fact. 
From  1836  to  1845  they  kept  no  accounts. 
They  had  no  knowledge.  They  exercised 
no  supervision.  They  asked  no  questions. 
They  instituted  no  control.  They  had  no 
audit  of  the  immense  sums  of  money  that 
went  into  or  were  taken  out  of  the  funds 
entrusted  to  their  charge.  Such  was  ac- 
tually the  fact  from  1836  to  1845.  He 
saw  a  right  hon.  Commissioner  opposite 
shake  his  head.  But  on  what  authority 
was  he  making  the  statement  ?  On  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  of 
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the  House.  He  took  the  fact  from  the 
evidence  of  the  omniscient  secretary  him- 
self, given  before  the  Committee.  He  said 
before  the  Committee,  that  during  the 
whole  period  he  had  mentioned,  aJl  the 
moneys  received  were  paid  into  his  bankers 
to  his  private  account ;  and  all  the  moneys 
paid  out  by  the  Commissioners  were  paid 
by  his  own  private  cheques.  And  having 
in  that  manner  received  all  the  proceeds 
into  his  own  hands,  and  paid  all  disburse- 
ments by  his  own  cheques,  and  all  this 
without  any  supervision,  control,  or  ques- 
tioning whatsoever  by  any  party,  the  ba- 
lance remaining,  if  any  did  remain,  which 
could  be  known  only  to  the  secretary,  was 
paid  into  the  account  of  the  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Commissioners  in  the  Bank  of  England. 
But  of  course,  under  such  a  system,  the 
balance  was  likely  to  be  small.  It  turned 
out  that  there  was  none  worth  mentioning. 
The  extravagance  of  the  Commissioners 
and  the  dexterity  of  the  secretary  took 
care  of  that.  So  that  during  the  whole  of 
the  time  that  he  had  mentioned,  all  the 
monies  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission 
were  left  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
secretary  to  do  what  he  pleased  with;  and 
the  sums  which  passed  thus  through  his 
hands  during  those  nine  years,  for  one 
purpose  or  another,  could  not  amount  in 
the  aggregate  to  much,  if  at  all,  less  than 
1.000,000;.  Such  was  the  system  till 
1845.  No  thanks  to  the  Commissioners 
that  the  same  system  did  not  remain  in 
operation  until  the  year  1850.  But  in 
1845  the  secretary  said  that  a  new  sys- 
tem had  been  established.  It  was  owing 
to  an  accident  that  that  new  system  was 
founded.  It  turned  out  that  the  reason 
was  this:  the  hon.  Member  for  Paisley 
asked,  in  the  year  1845,  for  a  return  of  all 
parties  subscribing  to  railway  companies 
for  sums  above  2,000^.,  and  amongst  the 
parties  so  returned,  the  secretary  to  the  Ec- 
clesiastical Commissioners  figured  for  no 
less  a  sum  than  580,000?.  That  extraor- 
dinary fact  was  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  they 
then  seemed  for  the  first  time  to  become 
aware  of  the  extraordinary  and  unlimited 
power  which  the  secretary  had  over  their 
funds;  and  then  it  was  that  another  mode  of 
making  and  receiving  payments  was  adopt- 
ed. But  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  that 
accidental  discovery  that  the  new  mode 
was  adopted,  if  indeed  it  were  adopted  at 
all.  He  said  if  it  were  adopted,  because 
if  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  new  system  of 
eheok  or  audit,  the  exercise  of  the  check 


upon  himself  were  confided  to  the  seere- 
tary's  own  hands,  it  was  qnite  dear  that 
its  object  was  entirely  defeated,  and  its 
establishment  was  altogether  delusiTe.  Bat 
now  he  begged  the  House  to  pause  and  re- 
flect for  a  moment  on  the  danger  and  the 
immense  injury  to  the  Chnrch  which  that 
system,  so  long  and  nnintemipiedly  pur- 
sued, invited.  Only  let  them  consider  what 
that  fund  was,  and  what  was  the  object  for 
which  it  was  created.     It  was  a  great  na- 
tional provision  for  the  purest  of  all  national 
purposes.     Parliament  had  been  saddealy 
aroused  to  the  conviction  that  it  had  been 
long  and  lamentably  negligent  of  the  spi- 
ritual instruction  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
uncultured  state  of  its  wild  and  nntaoght 
masses  it  saw  at  once  a  peril  and  a  re- 
proach.    The  conscience  of  the  community 
had  been  awakened,  and  the  necessity  oiF 
an  effort  being  made  to  reclaim  their  neg- 
lected  millions  from  infidelity  and   turn 
them  to  Christianity,  had  been  recognised 
and  acknowledged.     The  darkness  of  Tast 
heathen  localities  had  become  the  theme  of 
many  a  meeting,  and  the  burden  of  many 
a  pulpit,  and  Christians  of  all  denomina* 
tions  girded  themselves  to  the  new  and 
holy  enterprise.     The  never-tiring  seal  of 
the  Dissenters  spurred  the  acUvitj  of  the 
Establishment.      Our   laymen    stimolated 
one  another.     Our  busiest  merchants  gave 
their  time  and  their  money,   and   maay 
members  of  their  families  rejoiced  in  ths 
occasion  to  devote  themselves  to  thai  lofty 
and  laborious  work.  The  clergy  toiled  wi^ 
redoubled  vigour,  presenting  a  happj  eon- 
trast  between  the  present  generation  and 
the  last.     The  bishops  themselves  handed 
round  the  begging-box,  and  stimolated  tiie 
laity  by  their  alms  and  exhortations.    The 
effect  was  incredible.     Since  that  Aet  had 
passed  that  House  fifteen  years  ago,  at  the 
commencement  of  Church  reform,  more  had 
been  done  for  the  spiritual  adraneement  of 
the  people  than  had  been  done  during  a  eeii- 
tury  before.    Churches  had  been  hnilt,  and 
congregations  had  sprung  up  as  if  out  of 
the  ground — the  character  of  whole  loeali- 
tics  was  changed — peace  and  tranqnillity 
took  the  place  of  riot  and  sedition;  and 
the  accents  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving 
had  been  heard  where  all  before  had  been 
blasphemy  and  profaneness.      The  work 
was  blessed.      But  the  fountain-head,  as 
far  as  material  means  could  go,  of  all  its 
blessedness  as  a  great  social  and  spiritaal 
revolution,  was  intended  to  be  that  great 
reservoir  of  wealth,  of  which  the  Legisla- 
ture had  made  the  dignitaries  of  the  Chureh 
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the  guardians  in  Whitehall.     There  was 
the  spring — the  stay — the  strength  of  all 
these   isolated    and   self-directed    efforts. 
Ererj  individual  exertion  was  to  he  met 
by  a  proportionate  grant  from  the  parent 
institution.     Every  local  movement  was  to 
be  sostained  by  that  arm.     There  was  to 
be  the  life  of  every  enterprise — the  centre 
of  every  organ istion — all  for  that  object 
which  possessed  the   minds  of  so  many 
good  men.     For  the  furtherance  of  that 
single  prayer,  that  its  own  poor  might  have 
the  gospel  preached  to  them,  there  was,  in 
the   creation  of  that  national  fund,  well 
gOArded  and  well  distributed,  a  source  of 
■sefnlness  more  inexhaustible   and   more 
blessed  than  any  that  human  agency  could 
decree.    With  the  full  knowledge  of  all 
this.    Parliament  deliberately,   advisedly. 
And   solemnly   placed   the    administration 
of  those  ecclesiastical  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  Church. 
With  the  full  knowledge  of  the   solemn 
duties    attached,    these    dignitaries     not 
only  accepted  but  claimed  the  guardian- 
ship of  these  funds.     They  claimed  it  as 
in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  their  high 
office.     They  claimed  it  as  a  fund  so  pre- 
eioos  that  only  in  the  hands  of  the  digni- 
twies  of  the  Church  could  it  be  safe.     A 
fort  even  of  the  episcopal  bench  was  not  con- 
sidered good  security — the  whole  body  was 
Admitted  to  share  in  that  holy  guardian- 
dnp.     Laymen  were  not  to  be  trusted. 
lAymen  of  the  highest  character,  selected 
wim  the  greatest  care  by  the  Ministers, 
and  snrronnded  by  all  those  guards  and 
Mcorities  which  experience  has  rendered 
cffident  in  our  public  offices — even  such  a 
board  is,  at  this  moment,  scouted  by  the 
Agnitaries  of  the  Church.     And  yet  they, 
haTing  by  this  excess  of  zeal  got  the  fund 
into  their  hands,  carelessly  and  unscrupu- 
lonsly  cast  it,  as  if  the  souls*  welfare  of  a 
.whole  people  were  of  no  more  account  with 
them  than  so  much  dirt,  not  to  a  board  of 
■eleeted  laymen,  but  to  a  single  layman — 
^  man  of  no  public  standing — a  subordi- 

itt  their  own  office,  and  without  a  single 
of  the  precautions  against  fraud  or  in- 

whieh  any  man  of  common  sense,  or 
feeling,  or  conscience,  would  be 
to  dispense  with  in  the  affairs  of 

humblest    neighbour,    who   had    en- 
his  interests  to  his  keeping.     And 

HoDse    would   not   be   surprised    to 
Jnl  that  from  such  a  system,  or  rather 

meh  an  absence  of  all  system,  from 

A  mode  of  carrying  on  business,  the 

«onaeqaence  had  followed.     His  his- 
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tory  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  was 
happily  drawing  to  a  close.     It  was  not  a 
very  grateful  subject  for  a  churchman  to 
dwell   upon — it   was    rather   a    humiliat- 
ing one.     He  had  only  now  to  state  these 
two  additional  facts,  which  completed  the 
catastrophe  which  every  practical  and  ex- 
perienced man  in  the  House  must  have  an- 
ticipated as  the  natural  result  of  business  ill 
administered,  and  confidence   much   mis- 
placed.     The   two   facts   were   these  : — 
About  three  years  ago  it  was  intimated  to 
the  public  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sion was  bankrupt;  and  about  three  months 
ago  it  was  notified  to  the  First  Minister  of 
the  Crown  that  the  secretary  had  run  away 
with  all  the  money  he  could  lay  his  hands 
on.     Now,  that  catastrophe   appeared  to 
him  as  much  a  matter  of  course,  and  as 
inevitable,  as  the  happy  conclusion  which 
usually  winds  up  a  novel.     The  two  mat- 
ters —the  bankruptcy  of  the  Commission 
and  the  running  away  of  the  secretary — 
need  not  astonish  any  one  who  knew  the 
world,  or  knew  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners.    But  he  believed  that  the  latter 
untoward  event,  the  elopement  of  the  be- 
loved secretary,  had  thrown  his  episcopal 
friends  into  a  state  of  great  consternation, 
and  the  shock  had  been  even  felt  over  the 
way,  in  Downing-street.     But  of  the   cir- 
cumstances  connected  with  the   last   oc- 
currence,   the    public   had   as    yet    very 
little  knowledge.    The  circumstance  of  the 
elopement  of  the  secretary  had  been  kept 
secret,  most  secret.      No   successor   had 
been  appointed  as  yet,  and  not  even  a  va- 
cancy declared;  but  the  public  had  learnt, 
through  the  usual  vehicles  of  public  in- 
telligence, that  a  large  sum  of  money  had 
disappeared,  and  that  the  secretary  and 
treasurer   of   the    Ecclesiastical   Commis- 
sion  had  disappeared  along  with  it.     He 
would    take    that   opportunity  of    asking 
the  noble   Lord  at  the  head  of  the   Go- 
vernment, or  perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  usually  took  the  management 
of  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  the  House  would 
inform  him,  whether  it  were  true  that  the 
late  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commission  had  left  the  country  ? 
Whether  or  not  he  had  created  defalca- 
tions  in   the   funds   of  the   Commission  ? 
What    was    the   amount  of    those   defal- 
cations ?     Whether   any    steps  had   been 
taken    to    recover    the    money   from   the 
late    secretary,    or   from    any   other  par- 
ties ?     And,   if  recovery   from    him   were 
hopeless,  whether  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners  had   asked   to    be  allowed   to 
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make  up  the  loss  out  of  their  own  pockets? 
The  circumstances  which  he  had  stated, 
except  the  last,  which  was  of  ?erj  recent 
occurrence,  he  had  taken  from  the  evidence 
given  hy  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
themselves,  or   their  suhordinates,  hefore 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
and  he  hegged  now  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  character  and  proceedings 
of  that  Committee,  for  they  were  extremely 
important.  That  Committee  was  nominated, 
by  an  arrangement,  as  he  had  been  given 
to  understand,  between  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Malton,  who  moved  for  it, 
the   Government,    and   the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.     And   when  it  was   first 
appointed,  it  was  granted,  as  he  had  been 
informed,   upon    two    conditions.       That, 
however,  he  was  not  competent  to  assert 
positively,  as  of  his  own  knowledge.     He 
merely  said  that  he  had  been  so  informed, 
and  he  spoke  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
could    correct    him    if  he   were    wrong. 
He  was  told  that  at  the  time  of  its  ap- 
pointment, it  was  understood  that  it  was 
granted  upon  these  two  conditions.    In  the 
first  place,  it  was  to  be  taken  without  discus- 
sion; and  in  the  next,  the  names  of  the 
members  appointed  to  form  it  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  were  to  be  approved  of  by  him.     As  to 
the  first  of  these  conditions,  he  was  in  great 
doubt.     As  to  the  second,  he  believed  he 
was  correctly  informed.    [Mr.  J.  E.  Deni- 
80N  expressed  dissent.]  Did  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Malton  mean  to  say  he  was  wrong 
in  both?    The  first  condition  was  imma- 
terial;   but  as  to  the  second,   unless  he 
heard  a  distinct  contradiction  to  the  fact 
that  night  in  the  House,  he  should  say  that 
he  had  fair  grounds  for  believing  it.     And 
he  was  much  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
Member  for  Malton  cast  any  doubt  upon  it. 
But,  at  all  events,  he  spoke  under  correc- 
tion.    He  could  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
facts  himself.     But  he  believed,  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners, or  parties  acting  on  their  be- 
half, had  the  names  of  the  Committee  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  were  parties  to  their 
appointment  upon  it.     But  of  this  fact,  at 
all  events,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that 
every  Ecclesiastical  Commissioner  in  the 
House  was   placed   upon  the  Committee. 
Charges  were  made  against  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners.     A   Committee   was 
appointed   to   investigate   those    charges; 
and  five  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  were 
named  upon  the  Committee,  as  judges,  to 
conduct  the  inquiry  into  their  own  proceed- 


ings.    He  stated  that  fact  as  a  moBt  im- 
portant one.      He  waa  not  complaining  of 
the  fact — he  waa  stating  it  ror  reasons 
which  the  House  woold  immediately  per- 
ceive.     The  right  hon.   Gentleman   the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford  was 
on  the  Committee.     The  noble  Lord  tiie 
Member  for  Hertford  was  also  a  member. 
Two  Cabinet  Ministers  were  members  of 
it;  and  its  chairman,  who  drew  up  the  re- 
port, was  the  brodier  of  a  pr^ate.     In 
short,  that  Committee  (and  that  was  what 
he  was  anxious  to  show)  was  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  high  standing,  great  expe- 
rience, and  established  character  and  influ- 
ence in  the  House.    It  was  also  composed  of 
Gentlemen  whom  no  one  conld  possibly  ac- 
cuse of  being  unfairly  disposed  towards  the 
Commissioners.  If  any  one  could  accuse  them 
of  views  of  any  particular  tendency  or  bias* 
it  must  be  of  bias  to  the  side  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners,  and  not  against 
them.     Well,  then,  the  Conmiittee  so  con- 
stituted conducted  the  inqniry  through  two 
Sessions.     They  then  come  to  a  nnanimons 
resolution   condemning    the    management 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  and  re- 
commending the  appointment  of  paid  com- 
missioners to  take  charge  of  the  temporali- 
ties under  its  control.     That  wai  the  mumi- 
mous  report  of  the  Committee.    There  was 
another  question  respecting  the  number  of 
paid  commissioners,  about  which  they  wete 
not    quite    so    unanimous.      They    were 
unanimous    as    to    the    payment  of  the 
commissioners,   but  their   number  was  a 
subject  of  some  diifereuoe  in  the  Commit- 
tee.    He  was  present  and  took  part  in  the 
discussion,  and  he  believed  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee  was  nearly  unanimous,  even 
for  the  resolution.     But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Huddersfield,  differed  as  to  the 
proper  number  of  paid  commissioners.  Five 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  were  present; 
they  gave  strength  to  the  unanimity  of  the 
Committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing paid  commissioners.   Two  of  them  were 
also  Cabinet  Ministers;  and  on  a  subsequent 
day  one  of  those  Cabinet  Ministers  voted 
for  the  appointment  of  three  paid  commis- 
sioners.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
was  more  directly  engaged  in  the  carrying 
through  of  Ecclesiastical  Bills  was  not  pre- 
sent; but  as  he  had  voted  for  the  first  part, 
namely,  the  recommendation  of  paid  com- 
missioners, he  (Mr.  Horsman)  presumed  if 
he  had  been  present,  he  would  have  voted 
for  the  second  arrangement.  However,  the 
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Committee  agreed  as  a  whole  upon  the  ap- 
poiDtment  of  three  paid  commissioners,  in 
whose  hands  the  management  of  the  tem- 
poralities of  the  Church  should  he  placed. 
And  this  was  the  point  of  difference  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  the  episcopal 
bench.  The  Bishop  of  London  had  always 
wished  to  have  one  paid  commissioner  ap- 
pointed bj  the  Government,  to  be  added  to 
the  anpaid  commissioners.  The  Commit- 
tee wished  to  have  three.  He  (Mr.  Hors- 
man)  felt  very  strongly  that  the  Bishop  of 
London  would  have  more  power  given  to 
the  bench  of  bishops  by  his  proposition 
tban  they  had  at  present;  for  all  the  power 
which  now  exists  would  then  he  left  in  the 
baoda  of  the  bishops,  but  all  the  responsi- 
bility would  be  thrown  upon  the  one  paid 
individual.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
were  a  board  of  three  paid  commissioners, 
they  would  supersede  altogether  the  com- 
miMioners  of  the  episcopal  board;  and  there 
would  he  also  the  very  important  improve- 
ment that,  instead  of  having  only  one 
board  day  in  the  week,  and  persons 
calling  upon  any  other  day  finding  none 
bat  subordinates  to  give  them  any  in- 
fimnation,  there  would  be  principals  al- 
ways present,  and  any  person  could  com- 
mnnioate  at  once  with  the  responsible  per- 
MODBf  as  in  all  the  other  departments  of  the 
State.  This  was,  therefore,  the  difference 
between  the  resolution  which  he  had  moved, 
and  that  proposed  by  the  members  of  the 
MHseopal  bench.  They  wished  to  retain 
tne  power  in  their  own  hands,  but  to  have 
an  additional  functionary  added,  on  whom 
tbe  responsibility  should  be  thrown;  while 
lie  and  those  who  thought  with  him  wished 
to  snpersede  them  in  their  power,  as  re- 
garded the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  commis- 
aioDp  by  the  appointment  of  three  paid  com- 
Bussioners.  That  being  his  object,  he 
brongbt  forward  his  present  Motion  for 
this  reason ;  because  the  view  which 
be  had  taken  being  the  view  of  the 
Committee  and  of  Government — ^being  at 
least  the  riew  which  was  voted  for  by  one 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  approved  of, 
as  he  supposed,  by  the  others — it  being  also 
•brions  that  there  was  another  party  at- 
ismpting  to  defeat  the  recommendations  of 
tbe  Committee — he  had  been  fearful  lest 
tlie  Bill  which  had  been  last  year  intro- 
dnoed  should  make  its  appearance  again. 
Ba  would,  therefore,  state  the  position  in 
idddi  thej  would  find  themselves  should 
that  oimtingency  take  place.  It  had  been 
already  agreed  that  three  paid  commis- 
phonld  be  appointed,  one  to  be  no- 


minated by  the  Archbishsp  of  Canterbury. 
To  that  arrangement,  he,  acting  with  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  had 
agreed;  but  his  agreeing  that  one  of  the 
three  commissioners  should  be  nominated 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was 
quite  different  from  the  archbishop  nomi- 
nating one  out  of  two;  and  yet,  when  the 
Bill  came  into  the  House,  it  appeared  that 
such  was  to  be  the  privilege  of  the  arch- 
bishop. The  promoters  of  this  arrange- 
ment affected  to  take  the  management  of 
the  estates  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners by  means  of  an  Estates  Com- 
mittee. Now,  what  was  the  composition 
of  that  Committee  ?  It  consisted  of  eight 
members — four  of  them  nominal  and  irre- 
sponsible, and  four  working  members.  Of 
the  first  class  were  the  two  Cabinet  Min- 
isters, who  could  not  of  course  be  expected 
to  attend  to  the  duties  of  such  business, 
and  two  unpaid  laymen,  who  were  not 
likely,  as  universal  experience  had  proved, 
to  devote  much  of  their  time  to  the  duties 
of  this  office.  Four  working  members 
were  therefore  left.  Who  were  they? 
Why,  two  paid  commissioners,  one  of  them 
appointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  two  bishops.  This,  then,  was  the  ac- 
tual board.  The  two  bishops,  selected  by 
the  bench  of  bishops,  were  likely  to  give 
a  pretty  close  attendance,  and  from  the 
archbishop's  commissioner  a  pretty  sedu- 
lous attendance  would  be  expect^  like- 
wise. Therefore,  there  were  the  two  bi- 
shops and  the  archbishop's  commissioner 
against  the  Government  commissioner. 
How  was  it  possible  for  any  Bill  to  be 
introduced  to  the  House  more  at  variance 
with  the  object  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  and  more  wisely  devised  to 
give  more  power  to  the  prelates  than  they 
had  before  ?  He  had  been  anxious,  therefore, 
not  having  heard  of  any  measure  to  be  in- 
troduced, to  secure  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  House  as  to  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  support  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee,  and  he  asked  them  to 
consider  in  what  form  the  question  came 
before  them.  This  Commission  had  not 
exercised  efficiently  one  single  duty.  As 
trustees  of  public  monics,the  trust  had  at  one 
time  kept  no  accounts — had  no  checks,  and 
no  audit.  As  guardians  of  church  estates, 
they  had  trifled  with  the  responsibilities  of 
guardianship,  selling  lands  without  any  au- 
thorised valuation,  buying  large  estates 
without  any  previous  survey,  and  employing 
agents  and  subordinates  without  any  stipu- 
lation or  agreement  as  to  terms  of  remune- 
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ration.  Their  orders  in  council  were  framed 
upon  incorrect  statements.    Into  their  Acts 
of  Parliament  provisions  were  smuggled  of 
which  they  had  no  knowledge.     They  had 
given  great  dissatisfaction   to  the  clergy 
-»thcy  had  inflicted  great  loss  and  injury 
on   the   Church.     Places  of  worship   had 
huen  built  in  many  populous  districts  in 
reliance  upon  their  aid;    but  they    were 
bankrupt,  and  could  not  fulfil  their  ob- 
ligations.     Their  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer had  run  away  with  the  money;  and» 
to  sum  up  all,  a  Parliamentary  Committee, 
composcHl  of  their  own  friends,  and  examin- 
ing thcirown  witnesses,  had  not  had  one  word 
to  say  in  their  favour;  but,  passing  a  vote 
of  censure  on  their  proccedmgs,  had  una- 
nimously recommended  a  change  in  their 
administration  as  indispensable  to  the  in- 
terests both  of  the  Church  and  of  the  pub- 
lic.    He  would  not  weaken  the  effect  of 
those  facts  by  any  comment  of  his  own.    He 
know  not  what  ofKcial  answer  they  might  re- 
roivo,  but  ho  believed  that  the  duty  of  every 
nuin  in  that  House  was  very  plain,  and  not 
to  bo  mistaken;  and  that  whatever  might 
bo  the  charai'tor  in  which  they  professed 
to  act  here,  whether  as  guardians  of  the 
public  inton^sts,  as  protectors  of  the  poor, 
a.«(  upholders  of  our  oeolosiastical  institu- 
tions,   or  as   friends  of  Christianity,   and 
of  all  which  could  advance  its  blessed  pro- 
grt*ss  —  they    wore   called   on,    promptly 
and  oflicicntly,  by  a  declaration  of  opinion 
which  could  not   be  mistaken,  to  put  an 
end  to  a  state  of  thinjsfs  alike  discreditable 
to  the  Church,  and  injurious  to  the  inter- 
ests of  true  religion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
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sion,  he  (Sir  6.  Grey)  had  expressed  his 
opinion  in  this  House,  and  he  was  pre- 
pared to   repeat  the  expression  of  that 
opinion  in   the  terms  used  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee— a  report  in  which  be, 
as  a  member,  concurred — ^that  the  number 
of  members  composing  the  Oommission  was 
too  large  for  the  convenient  transaction  of 
much  of  the  business  entrusted  to  it ;  that 
though  the  breaking  np  of  the  original 
body  had  involved  a  great  improrement 
upon  the  early  practice  of  the  Oommission« 
still  that  there  was  a  want  of  r^rular  and 
systematic  attention  to  business,  which  a 
more  direct  responsibility  pressing  apoii 
the  members  would  naturally  tend  to  se- 
cure.    The  Committee  thus  pointed  out 
the  defects  which  they  conceived  to  exist 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Commission;  and 
he  concurred  in  the  recommendations  of 
that   Committee — recommendations,  how* 
ever,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
quite  correctly  described.     In  his  (Sir  6. 
Grey's)  opinion,  the  larger  was  the  body 
of  which  a  commission  consisted,  the  more 
irresponsible  was  each  individnal  member. 
The  composition  of  the  Commission  had, 
he    thought,    an    inevitable   tendency  to 
throw  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary  a 
greater  share  in  the  transaction  of  hosiness, 
without  imposing  upon  him  a  correepondbg 
share  of  responsibility,  than  was  warranted 
by  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  affairs 
to  be  transacted.     He  had,  therefore,  been 
prepared  to  concur  in  a  proposition  for  the 
alteration  in  the  Commission.     The  hos. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  had 
alluded    to   a   Bill    introduced    into    the 
House  in  1S47,  the  ohject  of  which  was, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  paid  eommissioo- 
er.  who  should  he  a  Memher  of  the  £s- 
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BOW,  haTiDg  alluded  to  that  Committee,  he 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  would  give  the  most  direct 
and  unqualified  contradiction  to  two  asser- 
tiwis  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Memher 
for  Coekermouth  had  made.  The  hon.  Gen- 
llenum  had  stated  that  the  Committee  was 
ffranted  upon  two  conditions — the  one  he- 
iDg  that  no  discussion  should  take  place 
in  the  House  on  the  matter,  and  the  se- 
oond  heing  that  the  names  of  the  Mcmhers 
of  the  Committee  should  he  approved  of 
hj  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Now, 
ihia  was  the  first  time  that  he  (Sir  G. 
Grey)  had  ever  heard  of  such  conditions. 
He  had  never  before  heard  of  either  of 
them,  and  he  utterly  disbelieved  that  they 
liad  any  existence  whatever,  except  in  the 
fertile  miagination  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
Aa  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee, 
he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  had  hardly  thought  of  it 
from  that  time  to  this ;  but  his  rceoUection 
of  what  took  place  was  confirmed  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Malton 
behind  him.  No  discussion  took  place 
nmplj  to  facilitate  the  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee,  the  notice  for 
which  stood  after  other  notices  on  the  pa- 
per, and  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  at 
once  brought  on  in  any  other  way.  The 
ebjeet  of  so  nominating  the  Committee  was 
merely  to  prevent  the  subject  from  being 
poatponed  to  a  future  and  a  very  indefinite 
day;  and  it  was  on  that  account,  and  on 
that  aeooont  alone,  that  his  hon.  Friend 
bad  consented  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  without  discussion.  So  far  from 
the  want  of  discussion  being  made  a  con- 
dition to  the  granting  of  the  Motion,  the 
qneation  was  not  discussed  in  order  that 
toe  appointment  of  the  Committee  might 
not  be  indefinitely  postponed.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Coekermouth 
did  not  then  state  one  word  of  objection  to 
Ae  airangement.  It  was  an  unworthy 
■qggeation  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  have 
DOW  made — [Mr.  Horshax  :  Hear,  hear !  ] 
—end  an  unworthy  one  for  the  hon.  Gentlc- 
mui  now  to  repeat,  as  by  his  cheer  he  ap- 
peared to  do.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was  not 
prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman 
tbiongh  all  the  charges  which  he  had 
made  acainst  the  administration  of  the  £c- 
eleaiaatical  Commission.  Should  an  an- 
■wer  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  vindica- 
tioB  of  these  Commissioners,  there  were 
others  in  the  House  more  conversant  than 
he  was  with  the  details  of  the  administra- 
tion in  question,  and  who  could,  therefore, 
state  what  they  thought  necessary  for  the 
Viadieation  of  the  character  of  the  Com- 


missioners. He  knew  that  the  composition 
of  the  Commission  was  inconvenient,  leading 
to  irregularity  in  the  discharge  of  business, 
and  to  an  undue  share  of  confidence  being 
placed  in  the  secretary  —  a  confidence 
which  had  certainly  been  abused,  the  sec- 
retary being  guilty  of  a  defalcation  to  tho 
amount  of  6,000i.  or  7,000i.  He  was  glad 
of  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  amount, 
because  very  exaggerated  reports  existed 
with  regard  to  it.  He  had  been  asked 
whether  it  did  not  amount  to  70,0002. 
He  could  only  reply,  that  the  sum  was  un- 
der 7.0002.,  he  believed  about  6,5002.  Tho 
hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that  the  greatest 
secrecy  had  been  observed  respecting  these 
transactions.  Now,  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was 
not  aware  that  any  steps  had  been  taken 
to  preserve  secrecy  in  the  matter.  A 
committee  had  been  appointed  by  tho 
Commissioners  to  investigate  the  affair, 
and  immediate  measures  were  taken  to 
secure  whatever  property  of  the  secretary 
could  be  made  available  to  diminish  the 
loss.  For  this  purpose  the  services  of  the 
solicitors  to  the  Treasury  were  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Commissioners.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated,  that  no  declaration 
of  vacancy  in  the  secretaryship  had  been 
made.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  such 
declaration  was  necessary.  No  new  ap- 
pointment had  taken  place,  because  it  was 
not  intended — and  in  this  determination 
the  Government  quite  coincided  with  the 
Commission — it  was  not  intended  to  fill  up 
the  joint  office  of  secretary  and  treasurer. 
A  Bill  was  now  before  Parliament,  pro- 
viding for  the  repeal  of  the  clause  un- 
advisedly passed  sanctioning  this  junction 
of  offices  ;  and,  until  Parliament  should 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering 
whether  that  clause  ought  to  be  repealed, 
no  new  appointment  would  take  place. 
No  step  would  be  taken  by  the  Commis- 
sioners which  could  fetter  the  free  dis- 
cussion of  the  question.  Concurring,  as 
he  did,  with  much  of  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  inex- 
pediency of  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mission, be  did  so  without  concurring  in 
tho  sarcasms  against  the  credit  of  members 
of  the  Commission  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  seen  fit  to  indulge  in.  He  hoped, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  good  taste  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  would  convince 
him,  on  reflection,  that  he  had  acted  un- 
generously in  talking  about  the  bishops 
having  sent  round  the  begging-box,  and 
sought  for  subscriptions  to  which  they  con- 
tributed nothing  themselves.  With  respect 
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to  some  of  these  right  rev.  prelates,  and 
he  particularly  alluded  to  the  late  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of 
London,  they  had  contributed,  and  that 
most  munificently,  to  the  erection  of 
churches,  and  other  objects  for  which  sub- 
scriptions were  set  on  foot.  With  regard, 
also,  to  the  appropriation  of  the  funds 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Commission,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  dealt  rather  in  romance 
than  reality.  The  object  for  which  these 
funds  were  applied  was  the  augmentation 
of  small  benefices;  and  he  believed  that, 
in  fulfilment  of  that  object,  the  Commission 
had  been  productiye  of  an  immense  de- 
gree of  good.  Returns  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  these  funds,  and  of  the  number 
of  these  augmented  benefices,  were  before 
the  House.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him, 
therefore,  to  state  the  amount  of  these 
augmentations,  and  the  number  of  clergy- 
men now,  through  the  agency  of  the  Com- 
mission, labouring  in  populous  districts 
and  remote  parts  of  the  country  formerly 
inadequately  supplied  with  the  means  of 
spiritual  instruction.  That  there  was  still 
room  for  improvement  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Commission,  he  admitted. 
Every  precaution  ought  to  be  taken  to  en- 
sure the  best  possible  administration  of 
the  funds  entrusted  to  their  charge.  As 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee, 
he  must  be  allowed  to  correct  one  mis- 
statement of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had 
begun  by  alluding  to  the  alleged  conditions 
under  which  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  said  to  have  taken  place  ;  and 
the  whole  tone  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  went  to  impugn  the  fairness  and 
impartiality  of  the  Committee.  He  stated 
that  it  comprised  five  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners, and  two  Cabinet  Ministers. 
He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  could  find  only  four  Ec- 
elesiatical  Commissioners,  two  of  them 
being  Cabinet  Ministers,  who,  indeed,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think,  were 
placed  upon  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission 
more  for  ornament  than  use.  Now,  as 
regarded  the  ordinary  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  admitted  that  it 
was  impossible  that  either  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  or 
himself  could  attend  to  the  ordinary  details 
of  the  business  of  the  Commission  of  which 
they  were  ex-officio  members,  although,  of 
course,  they  were  ready  to  give  their  opin- 
ions upon  any  question  of  importance. 
But  he  hoped  that  the  House  would  not 
run  away  with  the  idea  that  there  were  on 
the  Committee  five  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 


sioners, and  two  Cabinet  Ministers  iB  ad* 
dition.  [Mr.  Hobsman:  There  was  also 
Mr.  Nichol.]  He  admitted  that  he  had 
overlooked  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. But,  after  all,  there  were  only 
five,  and  not  seven,  out  of  the  fifteen 
Members  of  the  Committee;  and  of  tiheset 
the  hon.  Gentleman  yras  aware,  there  wero 
some  who  had  expressed  their  disapproval 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Commission, 
How  could  he  then  argue  that  they  would 
enter  on  the  inquiry  determined  to  sup- 
port the  Commission?  Again,  he  said* 
there  was  one  Member  of  the  Committee, 
the  chairman,  who  was  the  brother  of  a 
prelate,  and  who  might,  therefore*  it  was 
contended,  be  acting  under  the  influence  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commission.  Now,  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  making  these  insinui^ 
tions,  had  omitted  to  state,  that,  daring 
the  first  year  when  the  Committee  sat, 
when  it  was  engaged  in  taking  the  greater 
part  of  the  evidence  which  it  collected, 
the  chairman  was  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Totness. 

Mr.  HORSMAN  :  The  chairman  who 
drew  up  the  report  was  the  hon.  Member 
for  Malton. 

Sib  G.  grey  :  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  dissent  from  the  report,  or  ex- 
press, until  now,  any  doubt  of  its  impartiality. 
WeU,  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
this  Committee  recommended  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  separate  and  distinct  board,,  to 
be  composed  of  three  paid  commissioners, 
to  whom  should  be  referred  all  business 
connected  with  the  estates.  Now,  that 
was  not  the  interpretation  which  he  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  put  upon  the  recommendation  d 
the  Committee.  No  doubt  the  Committee 
recommended  a  change  in  the  composition 
of  the  Commission;  that  a  considerable  di- 
vision of  duty  should  take  place;  that  busi- 
ness of  a  more  purely  ecclesiastical  nature 
should  be  separated  from  the  management 
of  the  property;  but  that  to  the  united 
body  should  be  referred  the  ultimate  de- 
cision of  all  questions — the  small  commit- 
tee managing  in  all  its  branches  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Commission,  but  still  as  a  com- 
mittee. To  show  that  this  was  intended  to 
be  a  committee  of  the  Commission,  and 
not  an  independent  body,  he  need  only  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  of  the 
paragraphs  of  the  report.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  That  three  paid  commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed, two  to  he  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and 
one  by  the  Archbiship  of  Canterbury.  That  in 
order  to  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  board,  or  of 
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Um  Committee  for  managing  property,  the  pro- 
■enoe  of  one  of  the  paid  Members  shall  be  neces- 
■uy." 

Therefore,  he  contended  that  the  inten- 
tkniB  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
CommoDB    were,    that    there    should    he 
formed  a  Committee  of  the  Commission, 
and  that  to  form  a  quorum  of  this  Commit- 
tee the  presence  of  one  of  the  paid  mem- 
bers should  be  necessary.     It  was  not  in- 
tended to  supersede  the  Commission,  but 
to  insnre   the  better  management  of  the 
estates  bj  the  presence  at  the  board  of 
men  deroting  their  time  and  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  acting  under  the  responsi- 
bOitj  attaching  to  them   as   paid  mem- 
bers of  it.     The  hon.  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth  had  stated  that  he  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
had    concurred     in    these     recommenda- 
tioBS.     He  had  done  so — he  did  so  still — 
and  the  Bill  introduced  last  year  was 
founded  substantially  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee.      But  of  that  Bill  the  hon. 
(Gentleman  had  not  given  a  correct  version. 
The  Bill  authorised  the  appointment  of 
three  Church  Estate  Commissioners — two 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  one  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.     Now,  he 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  admitted  that  he  thought 
that  the  Bill  was  defective  in  making  the 
Committee  too  large.     He  thought  it  de- 
urable  to  concentrate  responsibility,  and 
thatp   therefore,    the    Estate    Committee 
should  be  a  small  body,  who  would  give 
their  entire  attention  to  the  subject.     On 
forther  consideration,  therefore,  the  Bill 
became  the  subject  of  modification,  and 
his  noble  Friend  near  him  had  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  committed  pro  format  in  order 
to   introduce    alterations,   which,   it  was 
thought,  would  improve  the  character  of 
the  measure:    one  of    these   alterations 
beinff  intended  to  remedy  the  defect  to 
whitm  he  had  just  alluded,  and  to  reduce 
the  number  of  the  Estate  Committee,  and 
to  provide  that  none  of  its  acts   should 
he  Talid  unless  concurred  in  by  the  paid 
Comnussioner    appointed   by  the   Crown. 
It  was  also  proposed  in  the  original  Bill 
that  no  report  of  the  committee  should  be 
eonndered  at  the  general  board,  unless  in 
tlie  presence  of  the  paid  Commissioner. 
In  the  Bin,  as  amended,  it  was  proposed 
that  no  business  of  any  kind  should  be 
trsiiaaeted  at  the  board  unless  in  his  pre- 
sence.     With  regard  to   the    resolution 
moved  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped 
die  House  would    not  take  such  an  un- 
wnial  step  as  to  fetter  themselves  by  the 
■iojptioii  of  a  resolution  in  reference  to 


the  subject-matter  of  a  Bill  before  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  and  which 
would,  probably  soon,  come  before  this 
House.  Ho  thought  that  it  would  be  in- 
expedient to  anticipate  the  decision  upon  a 
point  which  would  properly  be  considered 
in  Committee  on  the  Bill.  When  the  Bill 
came  before  them,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
sense  of  the  House,  both  on  the  principle 
and  details  of  the  measure.  All  he  asked 
was,  that  the  House  should  not  come  to 
any  premature  expression  of  opinion.  He 
had  now  said  all  he  felt  necessary  to  say 
upon  the  Motion  before  the  House;  but  he 
felt  that  he  must  add  a  word  on  a  matter 
personal  to  himself.  He  was  almost  ashamed 
to  allude  to  a  letter  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  written  to  his  constituents  at 
Cockermouth.  He  was  glad,  for  the  sake 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  did  not 
deem  it  expedient  or  right  to  reiterate 
in  that  House,  and  in  his  presence,  the 
charges  which  he  thought  it  not  unbe- 
coming to  bring  against  him,  in  a  letter 
published  in  a  newspaper  —  charges  of 
gross  dishonesty  and  of  wilful  fraud  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Bill  of  last  Session. 
As  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  ventured 
to  repeat  that  charge,  he  would  not  conde- 
scend to  reply  to  it.  But  if  he  abstained 
from  doing  so,  it  was  because  he  should 
not  feel  himself  justified  in  entering  into 
charges  published  only  in  the  columns  of  a 
newspaper.  He  felt  also  that  any  hon. 
Member  of  experience  in  that  House 
knew  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cockermouth  must  have  drawn 
largely  on  his  imagination  in  describing  a 
scene  which  never  could  have  taken  place 
in  passing  the  Bill,  pro  formd,  through 
Committee. 

Mr.  HUME  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  had  con- 
fined his  reply  to  mere  trifling,  which  was 
not  worth  noticing,  passing  over  altogether 
those  abuses  which  were  charged,  and 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  redressed. 
No  less  a  sum  than  128,0002.  had  been 
applied  by  this  Commission  to  the  benefit 
of  the  bishops,  and  only  93,0002.  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  clergy  and  the  augmenta- 
tion of  small  livings ;  though  it  had  been 
shown  in  that  House  that  there  were  20,000 
working  curates  whose  incomes  were  only 
802.  a  year  each.  What  he  contended  was, 
that  this  fund  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  laymen,  who  should  be  responsible 
to  the  Treasury,  and  not  to  the  bishops, 
who  were  interested  parties.     The  House 
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had  resolved  that  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
should  have  an  income  of  8,0002.  a  year; 
hut  it  was  reported  that  he  received  twice 
that  amount,  and  it  was  the  same  with 
other  prelates.  If  men  in  ordinary  life 
appropriated  to  themselves  property  he- 
longing  to  others,  they  would  he  brought 
before  the  courts  of  justice ;  but  when  bi- 
shops were  guilty  of  such  conduct,  they 
found  men  on  all  sides  ready  to  get  up  and 
defend  them.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
however,  did  not  attempt  to  defend  them ; 
he  admitted  the  present  administration  of 
the  fund  was  wrong.  He  hoped  Ministers 
would  be  more  successful  this  year  in  pass- 
ing their  Bill,  than  they  had  been  in  former 
years.  For  his  own  part,  he  felt  obliged 
to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth,  and  so,  he  was  sure,  did  the  coun- 
try, for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  fol- 
lowed up  this  subject,  and  made  himself 
master  of  it;  and  he  hoped  he  would  per- 
severe until  ho  succeeded  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  abuses  which  existed.  Twenty-five 
years  ago,  when  he  (Mr.  Hume)  attempted 
to  overhaul  the  Church,  and  see  justice 
done,  he  well  remembered  what  an  outcry 
was  raised  against  him.  He  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  clergy  as  an  atheist,  and  as 
a  man  unworthy  to  be  recognised  in  so- 
ciety, and  all  this  was  done  to  cloak  and 
cover  over  their  own  abuses.  These  de- 
nunciations had  no  effect  on  him,  and  he 
hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  treat  them 
with  equal  contempt,  and  consider  that 
abuse  from  such  quarters  was  praise.  They 
had  abolished  sinecures  in  the  Army  and 
the  Navy :  why  should  they  be  permitted 
in  the  Church  ? — why  should  not  the  funds 
set  apart  for  religious  purposes  be  applied 
to  those  purposes,  and  not  to  the  enriching 
of  bishops  and  clerical  sinccurists  ? 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  promised  to  give  full 
expression  to  his  views  on  this  most  im- 
portant subject  when  the  Bill  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Lords  should  have  come 
down  for  the  consideration  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  that  House.  He  contended  that 
the  public  were  much  indebted  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth  for  having 
brought  this  question  forward  on  the  pre- 
sent and  former  occasions,  because  it  was 
impossible  that  too  much  attention  could 
be  paid  to  the  management  of  a  large 
amount  of  property  vested  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners,  of  which  very  little 
was  publicly  known,  and  probably  much 
less  would  have  been  known,  either  as  to 
the  property  itself  or  the  mode  of  its  man- 
agement, had   it   not  been   for  the   hon. 


Member  for  Cockermouth  and  other  hon. 
Members,  who  had  moved  for  inquiries  in 
that  House.  It  was,  however,  matter  of 
regret  that  there  ahould  have  been  any- 
thing like  personal  matter  imported  into 
the  debate,  and  that  the  manner  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretarr  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  shonld  have  in- 
dicated a  little  soreness  at  Bomething 
which  had  appeared  in  a  letter  written  by 
his  (Mr.  Aglionby*s)  hon.  CoUeagne,  that 
had  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  and  in 
which,  it  was  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  facta,  knowing 
the  consequences,  and  beliering  what  he 
published  to  be  true.  His  hon.  Colleague 
was  perfectly  able  to  defend  himself,  and 
doubtless  he  would  do  so;  but  in  the  mean- 
time it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had,  in  alluding  to  the  lub- 
ject,  used  expressions  for  which  in  all  pro- 
bability he  would  himself  feel  sorry. 

LoBD  J.  RUSSELL :  A  Cabinet  Minia. 
ister  cannot  be  sorry  for  his  expressions. 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  said,  he  d^  not  know 
for  what  a  Cabinet  Minister  felt  sorrow; 
but  if  ever  it  was  felt  by  a  right  hon.  Oen^ 
tleman  holding  that  o£Eice,  this  was  the 
occasion  for  him  to  evince  it.  The  expres- 
sion used  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  a 
strong  one.  It  was,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cockermouth  had  drawn  upon  his  feiv 
tile  imagination  for  some  of  his  statements. 
Now,  the  allegation  of  his  hon.  Colleague 
was  this:  that  the  Conmiittee  had  been 
granted  on  two  conditions :  first,  that  there 
should  be  no  discussion  at  the  time  of  v^ 
pointing  it ;  and,  next,  that  the  name  of 
the  Committee  should  he  submitted  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  approvaL 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  admittea,  with 
reference  to  the  former,  that  the  Commit- 
tee were  appointed  without  any  discnssion, 
in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  Ses- 
sion, and  that  it  was  intended  they  should 
be  appointed  without  any  disoussion;  and, 
therefore,  as  far  as  that  point  was  con- 
cerned, his  hon.  Colleague  had  not  drawn 
upon  his  fertile  imagination  for  his  facts. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet,  with  reference  to 
the  second  point,  had  said,  not  that  the 
names  were  not  submitted,  but  that  he  did 
not  know  of  their  being  submitted  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It  was  mani- 
fest from  some  portions  of  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  he  had  mis- 
understood the  hon.  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth, for  that  hon.  Member  had  not  in- 
tended by  any  of  his  observations  to  re- 
present the  Committee  as  an  unffur  Com^ 
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nuttee.  He  had  stated  its  constitution, 
its  niimbera,  and  how  many  of  its  Mem- 
bers were  connected,  eitheir  directly  or  by 
feeling,  with  the  Church;  and  he  argued 
that  the  very  circumstance  of  so  many 


mission  was  instituted,  the  feelings  in  the 
country  would  have  heen  such  that  there 
would  have  heen  no  Commission  at  all — 
that  the  large  amount  of  church  property 
would  never  have  been  invested  in  their 


Members  having  no  bias  against  the  Church,  hands,  because  anything  more  perilous  and 
and  being  still  unanimously  in  favour  of  |  unfortunate  than  to  lock  up  such  a  quan- 
the  report  they  adopted,  imparted  to  that  i  tity  of  property  in  the  hands  of  any  Eccle- 
report  a  consideration  and  a  weight  with  '  siastical  Commission  could  not  be  conceived. 
the  country,  which  it  would  not  have  pos-  I  If  it  were  the  best  constituted  Commission 
•eised  had  it  emanated  from  a  Committee  j  in  the  world,  it  would  be  monstrous  folly 
hostile  to  the  Church.  Again,  the  right ,  ever  to  put  them  in  possession  of  property 
hon.  Baronet  was  wrong  when  he  said  '  so  extensive.  The  value  of  that  property 
that  his  hon.  Colleague  had  cast  an  unjus-  was  at  present  about  1,000,000^,  and  for 
tifiable  slur  upon  the  bishops  of  the  Church  aught  that  was  known,  it  might  increase 
in  describing  them  as  bishops  going  about  to  9,000,000^  or  10,000,000T. ;  therefore 
with  the  begging-box.  For  what  was  the  I  it  was  too  vast  and  important  to  be  man- 
eridenee  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  ?  By  '  aged  by  any  Commission. 
question  1,104,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  i  Sir  H.  WILLOUGHBY  hoped  the  hon. 
was  asked —  Gentleman  would  withdraw  his  Motion.  He 

«  Considering  the  purposes  for  which  the  Eccle-  ^^uld  remind  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
riatioal  Commission  was  appointed,  and  the  desire  -  for  Mai  ton,  that  in  respect  to  the  appointment 
to  inereMe  the  efficiency  of  the  Church,  would  it  \  of  the  Committee,  he,  at  the  time,  thought 
not  be  desirable  that  all  the  revenues  of  the    jtg  composition  was  dangerous.      He  did 

^no:o:mn^i^'::^^^^^  -t  wish  to  undervalue  the  labours  of  that 

gnater  Increase  in  the  sUflf  of  bishops  than  in  !  Committee,  but  the  result  had  shown  the 
maj  other  department  of  the  Church.  !  dangerous  course  of  the  system  which  had 

•«  Do  you  think  that  an  increase  of  bishops  '  been  pursued.  There  was  the  case  of  the 
would  tend  to  the  diffusion  of  more  spiritual  in-  secretary,  who  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
itmotion  to  the  people  ? — Yes.  ^  j      '^i.       -i  i  x» 

«  More  than  adding  to  the  small  clergy  ?— Yes ; '  connected  with  railway  speculations  to  a 

mf  opbiion  is  that  if  there  were  more  bishops,  we   large  amount.     He  was  connected  by  fa- 

■boold  get  a  charitable  fund  for  the  poor  clergy,    j  mily  ties  with  the  solicitor  of  the  Commis- 

•*  How  do  you  expect  to  atuin  that  object?—   gjon;  and  it  came  out  that  the  secretary 

£?J^/^ """  ^^  "^  ^""^  irremovable.     It  was  not  right  that  a 

purpuae.  Commissiou  entrusted  with  the  administra- 

So  that,  although  his  hon.  Friend's  mode  I  tion  of  so  large  an  amount  of  real  property 
of  speech  might  be  figurative,  the  sub-  should  be  so  constituted. 
stance  of  it  was  not  so  far  wrong.  [Sir  Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  observed,  that  one 
Obey  :  The  bishops  did  not  withhold  their  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Cockermouth  had 
subscriptions.]  He  had  not  said  that  they  |  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  other.  The 
had.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 1  hon.  Member  for  that  borough  who  had 
tended,  however,  that  this  Motion  was  ill-  i  last  spoken,  had  said  that  such  was  the 
timed,  as  there  was  at  this  moment  a  Bill  management — he  had  afterwards  wittily 
on  the  subject  before  the  other  House  of ,  said  mismanagement — of  the  Ecclesiasti- 
Parliament.  j  cal  Commission,  that  it  might  be  expected 

Sib  G.  grey  :  What  I  said  was,  that,  ultimately  to  get  control  of  property  to  the 
eonsidering  the  matter  to  be  one  of  detail,  ,  amount  of  9,000,000^  or  10,000,0002. 
I  thought  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  Now  he  (Sir  R.  H.  Inglis)  apprehended 
with  Parliamentary  use  to  wait  until  the  j  that  if  the  whole  ecclesiastical  revenues  of 
Bill  before  the  other  House  of  Parliament '  England,  in  the  hands  of  churchmen,  lay- 
should  come  down  to  this.  j  men,  or  corporations,  were  invested  at  one 
Mr.  AGLIONBY  said,  that  his  hon. '  moment  in  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Colleague  had  placed  his  notice  of  Motion  \  Commissioners,  they  would  not  amount  to 


OD  the  hooks  before  he  was  aware  that  a 
Bill  had  been  introduced  into  the  other 
House,  and  before  it  was  even  known  that 


one-third  of  the  sum  the  hon.  Member  had 
named.  He  was  not  there  to  defend  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commission;  ever  since  its 


it  would  be  brought  forward  there.     The  [  institution  he  had  opposed  it.     He  had  al- 
more  the  question  was  discussed,  the  bet-   ways  regretted  it  as  a  great  violation  of 


ter.     The  probability  was,  that  had  his 
hon.  Colleagne  agitated  it  when  the  Com- 


tbe    rights    of    property    vested    in    the 
episcopal  body,  and  in  chapters  and  otiber 
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corporations,  by  the  liberality,  not  of 
the  State,  or  of  kings,  but  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  He  had  not  been  the 
defender  of  the  Commissioners  or  the 
Commission;  but  he  should  be  ashamed  to 
hear  language  such  as  that  which  had  been 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cockcrmouth — language  which  he 
believed  to  be  utterly  unsubstantiated  in 
fact,  without  rising  and  giving  it  an  indig- 
nant denial.  The  Church  had  as  much 
right  to  its  property  as  any  lay  corporation 
had  to  theirs;  and  the  duties  towards  the 
poor  were  as  much  the  duties  of  each  indi- 
vidual of  society,  as  of  the  Church.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth  said, 
that  the  bishops  had  squandered  and  ex- 
hausted the  treasures  of  the  poor.  [Mr. 
HoRSMAN  :  Yes.]  He  (Sir  R.  H.  Inglis) 
denied  the  assertion  as  emphatically  as  the 
hon.  Member  repeated  it.  The  treasures 
of  the  poor  had  not  been  entrusted  to  the 
bishops  of  the  Church,  and  they  could  not, 
therefore,  have  either  exhausted  or  squan- 
dered them.  The  hon.  Member  also  said, 
that  the  bishops  had  given  out  their  exhor- 
tations for  contributions.  Did  the  hon. 
Member  mean  to  say  that  they  had  given 
nothing  buf  their  exhortations?  If  he 
did  not  mean  that,  his  statement  had  no 
point :  if  ho  did  mean  that — if  he  did 
mean  that  the  bishops  exhorted  others  to 
give,  and  themselves  gave  nothing,  his 
statement  had  no  correctness.  He  (Sir 
K.  H.  Inglis)  was  now  speaking  in  the 
presence  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commission ;  and  he  was 
prepared  to  state  his  personal  belief  in  the 
fact,  that  in  order  to  institute  the  bishop- 
ric of  Manchester — whether,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  hon.  Member  for  Manches- 
ter, that  was  a  large  or  a  little  boon,  he 
could  not  say — in  order  to  institute  that 
bishopric  sooner  than  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  of  their  own  powers  were 
able  to  do,  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  present  Bishop  of  London,  and,  he 
believed,  the  late  Archbishop  of  York,  had 
contributed  a  sum  of  money  each  which 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  2,500Z.  a 
year.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth 
had  been  pleased  to  contrast  the  life  of  the 
primitive  bishop  with  that  of  the  bishop  of 
the  present  generation.  Perhaps  he  would 
draw  a  similar  contrast  between  the  life  of 
a  primitive  and  a  present  layman.  And  if 
they  went  back  to  the  apostolic  ages,  the 
primitive  Christians  in  the  lowest  rank  of 
life  set  an  example  which  he  believed  every 
one  would  do  well  to  follow.     The  hon. 


Member,  however,  forgot  the  altered  con- 
stitution of  society  in  the  present  day — 
that  in  the  state  of  things  which  existed  in 
England  there  were  different  ranks  of  so- 
ciety and  different  duties  enjoined;  but  he 
defied  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth, 
as  he  had  defied  others  before  him,  to 
point  to  a  single  period  in  the  history  of 
England  since  the  country  had  enjoyed  the 
first  outlines  of  her  existing  constitution, 
in  which  the  bishops  had  not  held  a  promi- 
nent position  as  the  first  estate  of  the 
realm,  and  in  which  they  had  not  as  of 
right  enjoyed  their  own  property,  as  much 
as  any  layman  in  the  land.  His  objection 
to  the  working  of  the  Commission  had  been 
its  tendency  to  convert  the  hierarchy  of 
England,  and,  indeed,  all  the  humbler 
members  of  the  Establishment,  into  stipm- 
diaries.  Such  was  the  professed  object  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  and  snch 
the  object,  he  believedy  of  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cockermontfa.  Arcadea  ambo! 
The  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  had  said 
to-night,  that  twenty-five  yean  ago  he  was 
the  only  Church  reformer.  [Mr.  HuiiK : 
Not  the  only  one.]  He  (Sir  B.  H. 
Inglis)  protested  against  the  argumeBti 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth 
had  directed  against  the  institutions  of  the 
Church,  and  the  individuals  composing  it. 
He  had  taken  the  hon.  Member's  words 
down  at  the  time,  and  he  found  they  were, 
"  that  the  bishops  will  not  withdraw  their 
grasp  from  the  property  of  the  Church.'* 
Did  the  hon.  Member  mean  to  say  that  the 
bishops  had  not  a  leeal  right  to  their  own 
property — ^that  they  had  not  a  statutable 
right  to  the  property  confided  to  them  ai 
bishops  ?  and  did  he  mean  that  they  should 
be  made  to  withdraw  their  "  grasp"  from 
their  own  property  ?  Whose  property  was 
it,  if  it  were  not  theirs  ?  He  protested 
against  this  language,  as  also  against  the 
tendency  of  some  legislative  measures  with 
respect  to  the  Church;  and  he  hoped  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  with,  he  trust* 
ed,  the  assistance  of  the  House,  were  pre- 
pared to  resist  the  present  Motion.  He 
nevertheless  felt,  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  for  Uie  Homo  De- 
partment, that  this  Motion  would  not  merit 
the  support  of  a  single  vote  in  that  House; 
for,  according  to  the  usages  of  Parliament, 
if  a  Bill  on  a  particular  subject  were  be- 
fore one  House,  legislation  on  it  was  sus- 
pended until  the  measure  had  come  before 
the  other.  If  the  Motion  were  persevered 
in,  he  trusted  it  would  be  resisted;  but  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  adopt  the 
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BnggeBfckm  thrown  out,  and  withdraw  his 
Motion  altogether. 

Mb.  J.  £.  DENISON  said,  as  the 
Honae  had  done  him  the  honour,  on  his 
Motion,  to  grant  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  composition  and  management  of 
the  Eeclesiastical  Commission,  and  as  the 
Committee  did  him  the  honour  to  desire 
bim  to  draw  up  the  report,  he  felt  that 
perhaps  he  had  in  some  degree  stopped  short 
of  his  duty  in  not  taking  an  opportunity  to 
bring  the  whole  matter  before  the  House. 
But  it  was  a  case  of  difficulty,  of  great  mag- 
nitude and  importance;  and  as  the  Govem- 
ment  had  consented  to  take  the  matter  into 
their  own  hands,  and  adopt  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Committee,  he  felt  he  should 
beat  aocomplish  the  object  he  had  in  view, 
and  best  discharge  his  duty  both  to  the 
Committee  and  the  House,  by  leaving  the 
OoTemment,  which  was  really  the  proper 
medinm  for  doing  so,  to  carry  the  measure 
tbrongh  the  House.  He  endeavoured  in 
that  Committee  to  conduct  the  inquiry  to 
the  best  of  his  ability — searching  for  the 
truth,  at  the  same  time  desirous  of  not 
creating  unnecessary  personal  annoyance 
to  any  one.  As  something  had  been 
■aid  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  he  wished  to 
■aj  that  he  felt  he  owed  a  great  obligation 
to  the  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
for  the  fairness  and  candour  with  which 
they  entered  into  the  inquiry,  and  the 
great  services  which  they  performed  on 
the  Committee.  If  he  had  erred  in  not 
bringing  this  matter  forward,  he  had  erred 
from  an  anxious  wish  to  save  the  time  of  the 
House,  of  which  he  was  at  all  times  a  zeal- 
ous economist.  It  was  entirely  contrary 
to  bis  halnts  to  make  a  speech,  merely  for 
the  sake  of  speaking.  He  believed  that 
everything  that  was  necessary  would  be 
done  by  the  Government.  Some  ques- 
tions bad  been  addressed  to  him  by  the 
two  hon.  Members  for  Cockermouth.  The 
boo,  Oentleman  who  introduced  the  sub- 
jeet  asked  him  whether,  as  regarded  the 
eompoeition  of  the  Committee,  a  sort 
of  bargain  had  been  made  that  the 
aubject  should  be  introduced  without  dis- 
euaiion;  and  he  also  asked  him  whether 
it  was  not  another  bargain  that  the 
namea  of  the  Committee  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  has,  I  trust,  ex- 
plained to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House, 
the  real  interpretation  of  the  bargain.  The 
od^baigain  I  made  was  this  —  <<  If  you 
wiUgiTe  me  the  Committee  as  an  unop- 


posed Motion,  and  grant  it  to  me  to-day — ' 
as  under  other  circumstances  I  should  not 
be  able  to  bring  it  on — I  will  not  make  any 
speech."  As  to  the  second  question,  he 
should  have  answered  it  by  giving  it  the 
most  straightforward  contradiction.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth  had 
come  to  him  from  his  place,  and  asked 
him  whether  he  did  not  remember  some- 
thing that  took  place  in  the  lobby  of 
the  House  that  led  him  to  make  the  state- 
ment that  the  names  of  the  Committee 
were  to  be  referred  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  something  of  that  kind  had 
occurred,  all  he  (Mr.  Denison)  could  say 
was,  that  he  would  not  speak  positively, 
but  only  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  that 
nothing  of  the  sort  had  occurred.  He  had 
asked  his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  if  he  would  be  so  kind  as  to 
refresh  his  recollection  as  to  whether  any 
reference  of  the  names  of  the  Committee 
was  to  bo  made  to  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury. He  could  state  positively  that  he 
had  no  direct  communication  with  the  arch- 
bishop in  regard  to  this  Committee  himself. 
His  noble  Friend  said,  he  had  positively  no 
communication  with  the  archbishop  with  re- 
gard to  the  names;  and  therefore  what 
the  channel  of  communication  with  the 
archbishop  was,  if  such  communication 
took  place,  he  could  not  tell.  He  must 
say,  that  he  should  have  thought  he  was 
not  acting  fairly  by  hon.  Members  if  he  had 
asked  any  Gentleman  to  enter  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  which  was  to  be  bound 
by  any  restrictions  whatever.  He  asked 
that  House  whether,  in  the  course  of  the 
time  he  had  had  a  seat  in  it,  there  was 
anything  in  his  conduct  that  could  lead 
them  to  suppose  he  was  capable  of  acting 
in  such  a  manner  ?  He  would  go  a  step 
further.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  Gen- 
tleman who  was  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  the  brother  of  a  prelate.  He 
would  ask,  if  any  Gentleman  in  that  House 
had  observed  anything  in  his  conduct  that 
could  justify  an  imputation  that  any  pri- 
vate or  personal  considerations  would  divert 
him  from  the  straight  path  of  duty  ?  It  had 
also  been  said,  that  several  members  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commission  had  seats  in  the 
Committee.  Now,  in  selecting  the  members 
of  that  Committee,  he  wished  to  have  Gen- 
tlemen upon  it  who  were  cognisant  of  the 
subject,  and  he  was  anxious  that  Gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission  should  take  part  in  the  in- 
quiry.    He  had  confidence  in  the  strength 
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of  his  case;  and  he  would  ask  if  it  was  not 
a  great  deal  more  satisfactory  to  that 
House,  and  to  the  country,  that  the  report 
should  emanate  unanimously  from  a  Com- 
mittee composed  of  all  sides,  and  some  of 
them  members  of  the  Commission,  than  if 
it  had  come  from  a  Committee  differently 
constituted.  With  regard  to  the  subject 
which  had  been  introduced  to  the  notice  of 
the  House,  he  would  pursue  the  course 
taken  by  others,  and  refrain  from  entering 
upon  a  discussion  of  it.  He  must  state, 
however,  that  any  Gentleman  who  dili- 
gently read  the  inquiry  would  find  many 
painful  facts — many  things  that  must  ex- 
cite regret.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
a  full  discussion  of  the  details  of  the  Bill 
introduced  into  the  other  House  when  it 
came  before  them.  He  would,  however, 
observe,  that  since  the  Committee  sat,  and 
since  the  report  was  made,  two  circum- 
stances of  some  importance  had  occurred. 
One  had  been  referred  to — the  defalcation 
of  the  secretary.  The  Commission  was  so 
jealous  of  the  funds  committed  to  their 
charge,  so  scrupulous  of  the  expenditure 
of  every  farthing,  that  they  would  not  con- 
sent to  have  a  Commissioner  whose  salary 
should  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
Church.  He  could  not  doubt  'that  such 
a  Commission  intrusting  large  sums  of 
money  to  an  individual,  would  have 
taken  those  precautions  to  procure  that 
proper  amount  of  security  which  was  al- 
ways expected  from  any  persons  into 
whose  hands  money  was  placed.  He 
hoped,  that  this  money  of  the  Church 
would  not  be  lost.  There  was  another 
point  to  which  he  would  refer.  A  Com- 
mission had  been  issued  to  inquire  into 
and  report  on  the  better  management  of 
church  property.  He  was  given  to  un- 
derstand that  the  report  of  that  Commis- 
sion would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
that  evening.  He  would  for  a  moment  as- 
sume that  for  the  better  conduct  of  these 
matters — for  the  proper  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Church — some  central  board, 
to  act  as  an  arbitrator  and  an  umpire 
hetwcen  the  Church  and  the  lessees,  would 
be  required.  He  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
whether  it  was  pos8ib^o  that  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commission,  as  now  constituted,  could 
he  that  board  of  reference  ?  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was  impossible. 
He  must  frankly  tell  the  noble  Lord,  that 
if  he  proposed  to  have  two  Commissioners 
instead  of  three,  though  he  would,  of 
course,  be  ready  to  hear  all  the  arguments 


that  might  be  urged,  his  impresBion  was, 
that  it  was  absolutely  neceBsary  tbej  abonld 
have  that  full  number  of  CommiaaionerB; 
that  there  should  be  three,  and  no  fewer. 
He  trusted  that,  after  what  had  occurred 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  not  think  it  necessary  to  ask 
the  House  to  divide  upon  his  Motion. 

Mr.  mangles  said,  that  haringbeen 
frequently  consulted  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cockermouth  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  knowing  and  appreciating  the 
motives  which  actuated  the  hon.  Member 
in  the  course  he  had  taken,  and  feeKng 
also  that  the  hon.  Member  had  not  had 
fair  quarter  extended  to  him,  he  felt  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  address  a  few  observa- 
tions to  the  House.  He  had  understood 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth  dis- 
tinctly to  speak  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee,  not  as  disparaging  it,  but  rather 
as  an  argument  d  fortiori  in  support  of 
the  recommendations  of  its  report.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  said,  here  was  a  Commit- 
tee composed  of  a  certain  numher  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  con- 
taining also  some  Ministers  of  State,  with 
the  chairman  himself  the  brother  of  a  right 
rev.  prelate ;  and  if  such  a  body  had  aoy 
prejudices  at  all,  they  must  (mlj  he  sup- 
posed to  have  leanings  towards  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commisuon. 
And  if  such  a  Committee  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  three  paid  Commissioners  should  be 
added  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  on 
whom  the  labour  and  responsibility  should 
mainly  depend,  with  regard  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  property  of  the  Church, 
it  was  surely  a  strong  argument  that  any 
legislation  contemplated  by  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  based  on  such  a  recom- 
mendation. The  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Oxford  also  had 
dealt  rather  hardly  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cockermouth.  The  hon.  Baronet, 
zealous  friend  as  he  was  of  the  Established 
Church,  could  not  be  a  warmer  one  than 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth,  al- 
though they  might  differ  with  each  other 
as  to  the  best  means  of  carrying  out  their 
common  object.  The  views  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cockermouth  would  increase 
the  power,  the  means,  and  the  eflficieney  of 
the  working  clergy  of  the  Church;  and  he 
(Mr.  Mangles)  was  sure  that  in  these  Tiews 
he  had  the  support  not  only  of  the  work- 
ing clergy  themselves,  but  also  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  laymen  of  the  Establishment. 
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Mk.  HORSMAN  wished  to  offer  a  yerj 
lev  words  in  ezplanation.  He  had  hcen 
Mked  by  the  hoD.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  UniTersitj  of  Oxford,  if  the  bishops  are 
sot  the  proprietors  of  the  property  entrust- 
ed to  their  hands,  who  theii  are  its  pro- 
prietors 9  He  (Mr.  Horsman's)  answer  was, 
that  they  were  not  proprietors,  but  trustees 
— it  was  not  the  property  of  the  bishops, 
bat  of  the  Church,  meaning  by  that  term 
the  oongregation  of  the  people  at  large. 
The  di&rence  between  the  hon.  Baronet 
and  himself  was  simply  this — the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet considered  the  bishops  the  masters  of 
the  Church;  he  (Mr.  Horsman)  considered 
them  its  servants.  Now,  he  must  say,  that 
tba  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Malton  also,  had 
ahown  considerable  adroitness  in  endea- 
Tooring  to  lead  the  House  away  from  the 
really  important  point  before  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  noticed  two 
points^  which  were  both  quite  immaterial, 
and  had  misrepresented  his  (Mr.  Hors- 
man'a)  remarks.  He  said  that  he  (Mr. 
Horsman)  had  impugned  the  character  of 
the  Members  of  the  Committee,  and  stated 
that  they  went  into  the  Committee  with  the 
intention  not  to  do  justice.  Now,  he  must 
reply  that  he  had  said  nothing  of  the  sort. 
When  he  ealled  upon  the  House  to  look 
at  the  recommendations  of  the  Commit- 
tee^ he  desired  them  to  observe,  at  the 
■ame  time,  how  that  Committee  was  com- 
poeed.  It  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  a 
partial  Committee,  chosen  from  one  party, 
and  therefore  not  carrying  the  weight 
wbieh  a  Committee  of  higher  character 
would  have  done.  What  he  said  was,  that 
the  Committee .  was  composed  of  Gentle- 
men of  the  highest  character,  of  the  great- 
eat  experience,  and  of  the  most  established 
infloence  in  Parliament;  and  that  for  those 
reaaont  its  recommendations  were  entitled 
to  more  weight,  because  such  a  Committee 
eoold  not  be  supposed  to  be  hostile  to  the 
Commission.  If  he  had  not  before  express- 
ed himself  correctly,  he  begged  now  to 
mj  that  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
hlo  to  select  Gentlemen  against  whom  it 
would  be  more  difficult  to  found  a  charge. 
There  was  only  another  subject  on  which 
ha  would  say  a  word,  and  it  was  in  reply 
to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  as 
to  m  letter  of  his  (Mr.  Horsman's).  Now 
there,  was  one  very  good  reason  why  he 
(Mr.  Honman)  should  not  in  his  opening 
^eaeh  have  noticed  that  letter.  He  had  a 
pabUe  question  to  submit  to  the  House, 
and  he  did  not  think  those  bringing  it  for- 
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I  ward  were  justified  in  mixing  up  personal 
matters  with  it.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman rather  seemed  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Horsman)  shrunk  in  that  House  from  stand- 
ing by  what  he  said  or  wrote  elsewhere. 
He  had  been  in  that  House  fifteen  years; 
and  a  man  must  have  been  there  to  very 
little  purpose  indeed  if  he  did  not  know 
that,  sitting  down  deliberately  to  make 
such  a  statement  as  he  had  done,  he  was 
doing  that  which  might  be  attended  with 
very  serious  consequences.  He  well  knew 
that,  and  that  he  placed  himself  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  responsibility  and  of  no  small 
peril.  He  knew  that  the  very  publication 
of  such  a  statement  as  he  had  made  was 
very  dangerous,  and  very  hurtful  to  him- 
self in  the  first  instance,  because  it  must 
prejudice  every  impartial  person  against 
the  man  who  made  the  accusation,  and 
must  enlist  the  sympathy  of  every  right- 
minded  individual  in  favour  of  the  men  in 
high  position,  so  accused.  Notwithstand* 
ing  all  this,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  its  re- 
sponsibilities and  its  perils,  he  deliberately 
wrote  his  letter,  and  on  the  first  day  on 
which  Parliament  met  he  gave  his  notice 
of  the  present  Motion,  and  thus  afforded  an 
opportunity  for  those  who  were  affected  by 
his  charges  to  give  an  answer  to  them.  As 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  thought 
proper  to  go  into  the  subject,  he  would  not 
do  so.  He  had  not  another  word  to  say 
upon  it,  but  he  wished  nothing  to  be  in- 
sinuated in  that  House  that  he  shrank 
when  there  from  standing  by  anything  that 
he  expressed  out  of  doors.  With  regard 
to  the  Motion  he  had  brought  before  the 
House,  since  he  had  given  notice  of  it,  a 
Bill  had  been  introduced  into  the  other 
House,  which  would  shortly  come  down 
there;  and  as  that  was  a  fair  Parliamen- 
tary ground  for  opposing  his  Motion,  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  at  present  by 
pressing  it. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

THE  ARCTIC  EXPEDITION. 
Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  begged  to  move 
for  copies  of  any  reports  or  statements 
from  the  officers  employed  in  the  Arctio 
expeditions,  or  from  any  other  persons, 
which  have  been  laid  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  in  respect 
to  the  resumption  of  the  search  for  Sir 
John  Franklin's  expedition.  It  was  not 
necessary,  in  making  this  Motion,  that  he 
should  quote  any  precedent  in  its  support. 
It  was  one  in  respect  to  which  he  hoped  he 
should  have  the  same  cordial  concurrence 
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of  tbe  House  as  he  experienced  in  respect 
to  the  last  Motion  he  made  on  the  subject. 
At  the  same  time,  though  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  not,  technically,  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  production  of  the  papers,  yet 
he  would  not  conceal  from  the  House  that 
his  object  was  not  simply  to  obtain  those 
papers,  but  to  induce  the  House  to  express 
the  same  sympathy  with  the  same  object 
to  which  the  papers  adverted,  as  had  been 
done  on  a  former  occasion.     He  was  desi- 
rous of  eliciting  from  the  House  a  mani- 
festation of  sympathy  with  those  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  who  were  now  passing 
their  fifth  year — if  God  should  have  spared 
their  lives — amid  the  horrors  of  an  arctic 
winter.      He   would  earnestly   urge  upon 
Her    Majesty's   Ministers    to    take    such 
further  measures  for  the   relief  of  those 
brave  and  disinterested  men  as  their  own 
zeal  and  as  the  science  of  those  by  whom 
they  were  surrounded  might  teach  them  to 
be  the  most  applicable  for  the  purpose — 
that  of  rescuing  Sir  John  Franklin  and 
those  who  were  associated  with  him;  That 
they  would,  in  fact,  do  what  they  had  on  a 
former  occasion  done  in  sending  forth  an 
expedition  to  resume  and  complete  the  un- 
finished search   after   that  gallant  officer 
and   his  gallant  crow.     The  Government 
would  have  a  right  to  complain  of  any  person 
who  could  move  for  even  a  slip  of  paper  in 
reference  to  future  proceedings,  who   did 
not  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  what 
they  had  already  done  upon  the  subject. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  bound  to  urge 
upon  them  not  to  lose  a  month,  a  week,  a 
day,  or  even  an  hour,  in  seeking  to  release 
those  gallant  men  from  their  perilous  posi- 
tion; for  every  former  expedition  had  failed, 
if  not  entirely,  or  principally,  yet  in  great 
measure  at  least,  from  not  having  been  sent 
forth  from  this  country  at  an  earlier  period. 
He  believed  that  during  last  month  all  the 
crews  of  the  whalers  were  engaged  for  the 
ensuing    season  ;    and    that    hardly   any 
whalers  would  remain  in  this  country  by  the 
end  of  March.     He  had  learnt  from  one 
of  the  most  experienced  authorities  on  the 
subject,    that,    in    order   that    the  search 
might  be  efFectual,  it  ought  to  commence 
in  Baffin's  Bay  at  the  end  of  May,  or  the 
beginning  of  June,  so  that  it  might  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  first  opening  in  July.  He  ven- 
tured to  hope — without  wishing  to  dispa- 
rage any  other  mode  of  search — that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  would  take  in- 
to consideration  the  expediency  of  applying 
steam  navigation  directly  and  primarily  in 


the  search.     It  was  not  the  BOggestioii  of 
Sir  James  Clarke  Ross,  bat  of  his  prede- 
cessor Sir  John  Ross,  that  steam  paddles 
might  be  used  with  unmixed  adTantage^prO' 
vided  they  could  be  raised  abore  the  ressels 
on  the  approach  of  any  probable  collision  in 
the  ice.  He  ( Sir  R.  Ingus)  had  learned  from 
high  authority  that  the  measure  was  not  only 
practicable  but  might  be  easily  adapted  and 
applied  most  usefnlly  in  such  an  enterprise. 
He  would  also  suggest  that  instead  of  two 
vessels  being  employed,  the  same  amount 
of  tonnage  should  be  distributed  among 
four  vessels.     The  object  was  not  so  mntm 
to  go  from  one  given  point  to  another 
equally  known,  as  to  make  a  search  in  all 
directions.     It  was  like  sending  out  foor 
policemen  instead  of  one.     Supposing  four 
vessels  should  go  out,  be  would  suggest 
that   each   vessel  should  be    independent 
of  the   others.     A   stimulant  wovud  thus 
be   given   to    the  energy  of    each,    and 
greater    results    would    probably    follow, 
than  could  be  secured  by  any  other  mode. 
He  had  not  said  a  word  on  the  sabjeet 
as  being  one  connected  with  national  ho* 
nour,   or  with  science;  but  the  oanse  of 
humanity  ought  to  compel  them,  and  a 
feeling  of  national  honour  ought  to  indnee 
them  to  do  what  he  now  urged  upon  Her 
Majesty's    Government,   without   a  word 
being  said  about  science.     For  what  did 
they  hear  at  the  close  of  the  last  Session  ! 
That  the  Governments  of  two  other  States 
were  engaged  in  making  preparations  for 
rescuing  our  own  countrymen.  He  belieTcd 
there  was  no  precedent  in  history  of  one 
nation  sending  forth  an  expedition  to  rescue 
the  lives  of  the  subjects  of  another  nation. 
He  did  not  know  whether,  either  in  the 
case  of  Russia  or  of  the  United  States, 
these  hopes  had  been  realised,  and  wlielher 
any  actual  efforts  had  already  been  made  by 
those  Governments  for  this  object;  Init  Ae 
honour  of  England  required  that  efibils 
should  be  made  by  England  herself  to  rescue 
her  own  countrymen.  It  had  been  suggestel 
that  the  use  of  small  balloons  would  facili- 
tate the  search.    He  gave  no  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  but  he  understood  that  soch  a 
mode  might  be  made  subsidiary  to  the  oAer 
means  employed  :    the  balloon  being  at- 
tached by  ropes  to  the  ship  or  point  from 
which  it  might  be  sent  up.     This,  was  not 
a  private  question ;  he  would  not,  there- 
fore, introduce  private  considerations;  but 
when  he  reflected  on  the  remarkable  and 
most   memorable  conduct  of  the  wife  of 
Sir  John   Franklin,   of   her  self-denying 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  her  husband  and  of 
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his  eompanions ;  when  he  coiiBidered  the 
buQclreds  of  persons  who  were  interested  in 
Ihe  fate  of  the  husbands  and  brothers  now 
engaged  in  that  ejipedition,  he  thought  he 
did  not  qureasonably  prefer  his  suit  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  when  he  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  he  would  take  the 
snbjeoi  into  immediate  consideration,  not 
nerelj  from  a  sense  of  humanity  towards 
those  who  were  missing,  or  from  a  sense  of 
national  honour,  or  from  a  consideration  for 
the  eaqse  of  science,  but  also  from  a  sym- 

Clhj  for  the  anguish  and  suspense  that 
d  been  felt  by  so  many  of  those  who, 
though  breathing  the  same  genial  air  with 
onrselves  at  home,  were  suffering  for  those 
who  were  now  separated  from  them,  and 
wore  existing  in  the  regions  of  an  ice-bound 
fone.  He  had  reason  to  hope  that  his 
light  hon.  Friend  was  not  only  prepared  to 
eoneede  the  papers  he  had  asked  for,  hut 
to  indicate  to  the  House  at  once  that  it  was 
the  firm  intention  of  the  Government  to 
eomply  with  the  suggestions  that  had  been 
pade.      Be  should   conclude  by  moving 


«f 


Oopiet  of  aoy  Reports  or  Statements  from  the 
emplojeid  in  the  Arctic  Expeditions,  or 
^rom  9J0J  other  persons,  which  have  been  laid  be- 
bfe  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  in 
Rpeet  to  the  resumption  of  the  search  for  Sir  John 
Fkwiklin's  Expedition : 

**  Of  any  pUn  or  plans  of  search,  whether  by 
lllips  or  boata,  up  to  the  present  date  : 

*'  GoPJ  or  Extracts  from  any  Correspondence  or 
Proceeouigs  of  the  Board  of  Admtralty,  in  relation 
to  the  Aretie  Expeditions  (since  the  date  of  the 
kit  Return  to  this  House  in  1849) : 
.  **CopMS  of  the  Orders  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Admindt^  to  the  Captains  CoUinson,  Kellett,  and 
liooni.  and  to  Lieutenant  Pullen  ;  and  also  Copy 
of  the  Instructions  given  to  Dr.  Rae,  through  the 
Hedson's  Bay  Company : 

**  Of  any  Reports  nuide  by  any  officer  or  officers 
Siiipl<7«d  ID  the  late  Expeditions,  and  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  : 

'*  And,  of  the  latest  chart  of  the  Polar  Sea  com- 
pBed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  (in  con- 
tiniiation  of  Parliamentary  Papers  Nos.  264  and 
886,  of  Session  1848,  and  of  Nos.  188  and  387,  of 
Sawion  1849).'* 

Me.  C.  ANSTEY,  in  seconding  the  Mo- 
lion,  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
liAi  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the 
AaniFalij  to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  M*Cor- 
mekv  Burgeon  of  the  Erebus.  That  gen- 
ileman  proposed  that,  whatever  other  ex- 
pejitionfl  might  he  set  on  foot,  a  number 
d  btmtn  ehould  be  employed  to  examine 
Swth'fl  SU>iind  and  Jones's  Sound,  ending 
vitb  ib6  Wellington  Channel.  From  the 
Ifag  period  which  had  elapsed  since  the  last 
tidilige  of  the  missing  expedition  had  been 
IveeiT^clf  there  could  bo  very  little  doubt 


that  if  the  officers  and  men  were  in  exist- 
ence, they  had  been  arrested  at  some  point 
between  which  and  the  known  or  habitable 
regions  of  the  globe  there  was  no  commu- 
nication, and  consequently  it  was  more 
than  probable  they  would  be  found  to  the 
northward  of  Parry's  Islands.  Jones's 
Sound  and  Smith's  Sound  had  not  yet  been 
surveyed,  but  were  considered  points  of 
communication  with  the  Arctic  Sea,  and, 
therefore,  with  Wellington  Channel  itself. 
Mr.  M'Cormick  had  volunteered  to  take 
command  of  the  boats  to  be  employed  in 
this  hazardous  enterprise,  and  asked  for  no 
outlay  beyond  that  which  would  enable  him 
to  reach  the  place  indicated  on  board  some 
whaler,  which  might  afterwards  be  employ- 
ed in  the  investigation.  In  addition  to  the 
rewards  offered  last  year  to  those  who 
might  afford  relief  to  the  expedition,  he 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  offering 
some  reward  to  such  persons  as  might  bring 
indubitable  proofs  of  the  traces  of  the  ves- 
sels or  of  the  men,  who  might,  perhaps, 
have  abandoned  the  ships. 

Sir  F.  T.  BARING  sai4,  it  had  been  his 
intention  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
stating  the  course  the  Government  intended 
to  pursue  in  this  matter.  As  time  pressed, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  Government 
should  decide,  the  Admiralty  took  upon  it- 
self to  despatch  an  expedition  by  Behring's 
Straits  ;  and  it  was  the  intention  of  Go- 
vernment to  send  an  expedition  in  search 
of  Sir  John  Franklin  to  proceed  from  the 
eastward  by  Lancaster  Sound.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  him  to  defer  entering 
into  the  details  of  the  course  Government 
would  adopt,  and  that  he  should  state  it  in 
a  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  he- 
cause  the  details  were  not  fixed.  But  he 
assured  hon.  Gentlemen  that  a  good  many 
of  these  propositions  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Government,  who  had  paid  every  atten- 
tion to  them.  Of  course,  on  a  subject  like 
this  every  one  had  his  own  project ;  hut  it 
would  bo  the  endeavour  of  the  Admiralty 
to  adopt  that  which  they  really  believed 
would  be  most  efficient  for  the  purpose. 
He  thought  it  right  to  state  that  in  an  ex- 
pedition of  this  nature  the  pecuniary  cost 
would  not  be  a  consideration  in  the  slight- 
est degree.  Of  course  the  time  might  un- 
fortunately come  when  they  would  no  longer 
have  a  right  to  risk  the  lives  of  men  in  such 
a  search.  That  had  been  to  him  a  subject 
of  consideration ;  but  from  the  opinion  of 
those  who  were  best  able  to  form  an  opin- 
ion, he  trusted  there  still  was  such  a  hope 
as  justified  the  Government  in  taking  every 
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measure  which  they  fairly  and  properly 
could  take,  to  render  assistance,  if  possihle 
— at  any  rate,  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  their 
unfortunate  fellow-countrymen.  It  was  not 
for  the  purpose  of  nautical  science,  or  for 
the  extension  of  geographical  knowledge, 
the  importance  of  which  he  hoped  he  did 
not  underrate,  hut  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  life,  that  this  expedition  was  ahout 
to  be  undertaken.  As  soon  as  possible, 
the  papers  giving  the  details  of  the  proposed 
expedition  would  bo  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  Allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
assistance  rendered  by  foreign  Govern- 
ments; he  ought  to  add  that  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  most 
kindly  and  cordially  given  every  assistance 
in  his  power,  and  had  acceded  to  every  re-' 
quest  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  this 
Government.  He  was  also  bound  to  state 
that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  not 
only  acceded  to  the  representations  which 
had  been  made  to  them  by  the  Admiralty, 
but  had  voluntarily  undertaken  whatever 
they  thought  could  by  possibility  tend  to 
throw  light  on  the  missing  expedition.  As 
to  the  papers  now  moved  for,  a  certain 
discretion  must  be  allowed  to  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  presenting 
them  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  in  exer- 
cising that  discretion,  they  should  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  House  and  of  the  hon. 
Mover. 

Mr.  WYLD  alluded  to  the  large  sums 
which  had  been  expended  in  those  explor- 
ing expeditions,  and  said  that  they  had 
always  gone  on  an  erroneous  principle,  by 
proceeding  from  the  east  westward.  This 
was  but  carrying  out  an  old  tradition  which 
had  existed  some  time  in  the  Admiralty 
Office,  about  the  discovery  of  a  north-west 
passage.  All  who  had  studied  the  matter 
either  theoretically  or  practically,  knew 
full  well  that  as  the  currents  always  set 
from  west  to  east,  the  expeditions  sent 
from  this  country  had  to  encounter  not 
only  the  perils  of  the  season,  but  large 
aggregations  of  ice  which  had  been  par-, 
tially  broken  up,  and  were  drifted  from 
west  to  east  by  the  continuous  flow  of  the 
current.  He  entertained  a  confident  hope, 
in  common  with  most  who  had  studied  the 
subject,  that  the  expedition  under  Sir  John 
Franklin  was  at  this  moment  existing;  and 
looking  at  what  the  course  of  the  expedi- 
tion had  been,  he  must  say,  that  the  prin- 
cipal point  had  never  yet  been  explored. 
Those  who  had  looked  at  the  subject,  had 
a  very  firm  assurance  that  the  expedition 
was  now  existing  on  the  southern  point  of 


Melville  Island.  If  the  expedition  now  to 
be  sent  out  were  to  go  from  east  to  west, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  accomplish  Hi 
object  80  well  and  so  easily  as  by  another 
course  of  action.  With  the  ready  means 
which  existed  for  ohtMning  large  supplies 
from  the  northern  coast  of  America,  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  he  thoaght 
the  best  course  would  be  to  start  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Coppermine  riyer«  the  boats 
being  carried  over  the  ice;  and  thns  the 
whole  of  that  portion  of  the  coast,  where 
there  was  any  likelihood  of  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin and  his  companions  existing,  might  be 
explored  at  one-fonrth  the  cost  which  would 
otherwise  be  incurred.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  into  oonsideratioB 
the  large  sums  of  money  which  had  bees 
hitherto  expended  uselessly  and  fhiitlessly. 
If  the  expedition  was  to  be  earned  out 
with  success,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
more  from  the  land  side  than  the  sea  side. 
He  did  not  quite  agree  in  the  propriety  of 
employing  steam  vessels;  he  did  not  think 
they  would  be  applicable  in  those  latitndei, 
and  that  peculiar  climate. 

Mr.  HtJ me  said,  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net theFirst  Lordof  the  Admiralty  had  men- 
tioned the  Russian  Government;  he  wished 
to  ask,  if  efforts  had  not  also  been  made  bj 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Sir  F.  T.  BARING  was  understood  to 
say,  that  no  official  communication  had 
taken  place  with  the  American  OoTern- 
mcnt  on  this  subject.  His  statement  only 
had  reference  to  those  quarters  in  which 
the  Government  had  officially  applied  for 
assistance  in  promoting  this  object. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  said,  he  would  not 
allow  the  Motion  to  be  agreed  to  without 
expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  and  to  the  House,  for  having  con- 
curred so  entirely  in  the  suggestion  of  an- 
other expedition  being  sent  out  in  seareh 
of  Sir  John  Franklin. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

COUNTY  RATES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  M.  GIBSON  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  "a  Bill  to  establish  county  finan- 
cial boards  for  the  assessing  of  coun^ 
rates,  and  for  the  administration  of  county 
expenditure  in  England  and  Wales." 

Mr.  FREWEN  seconded  the  Motion. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  before  the  Mo- 
tion was  put,  he  wished  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  intro- 
duced the  subject  in  a  manner  so  susm- 
ciously  silent.  Last  year  when  he  (Mr. 
Disraeli)  brought  before  the  House  tiie 
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Seetioii  of  local  taxation,  tbe  right  hon. 
iiitleman  faToured  the  House  with  a  very 
jqtgenioiiB  speech,  the  ohject  of  which  was 
to  prove  that  the  occupiers  of  land  who  are 
imted»  did  not,  in  fact,  pay  the  rates,  hut 
that  the  owners  of  the  soil  paid  the  rates. 
Now,  he  wished  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
with  that  candour  which  distinguished  him, 
would  answer  the  question  he  was  ahout  to 
put.  In  introducing  this  project  of  law, 
what  was  his  real  opinion  upon  this  highly 
important  and  interesting  subject  ?  Was 
it  his  opinion  that  the  occupiers  of  land 
veallj  did  pay  these  rates  ?  He  assumed 
that  to  he  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pre- 
aent  opinion,  as  he  was  now  proposing  a 
representatiye  goyemment,  which  could 
mj  he  the  consequence  of  that  convic- 
tion. If  it  was  the  conviction  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  rates  were  paid 
by  the  occupiers,  and  not  by  the  owners  of 
the  soil,  as  he  maintained  last  year,  he 
voold  take  leave  to  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends,  on  an  occasion 
which  would  soon  offer,  that  they  ought  to 
rapport  the  proposition  which  he  should 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  House. 
Instead  of  allowing  the  matter  to  pass  si- 
lently, he  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  rise  and  give  a  candid  statement 
of  his  eonviction  on  this  important  subject. 
Mb.  M.  GIBSON  did  not  think  that  was 
qnte  the  time  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  invited  him. 
Bat  he  might  he  permitted  to  say,  if  it 
were  true — as  he  had  often  heard  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman — that  the  interest  of  the 
landlord  and  the  tenant-farmer  was  one  and 
the  same,  he  surely  would  not  object  to 
the  tenant-farmer  having  a  voice  in  con- 
trolling the  expenditure  of  the  counties. 
This  also  might  be  admitted,  that  what- 
ever on  theoretical  principles  might  be 
dearly  shown  to  he  the  ultimate  settlement 
as  between  landlords  and  tenants,  after  the 
rates  had  existed  some  time,  yet  the  tenant 
had«  in  the  first  instance,  to  find  the 
money.  He  would  not  go  into  a  full  dis- 
eosaion  of  the  principle;  but  undoubtedly, 
if  a  large  building,  as  a  lunatic  asylum  or 
#r  gad^  had  unexpectedly  to  be  erected 
witidn  a  short  period,  and  the  whole  sum 
neeeeaary  had  to  be  raised  on  security  of 
Ae  eoonty  rates,  and  had  to  be  repaid  by 
inatalmenta  raised  by  those  rates  during 
the  enzrency  of  leases,  tenants  having  such 
Immr  wonld  have  rather  a  strong  interest 
in  eontrolUng  the  original  expenditure,  bc- 
OMse  in  any  future  bargain  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  they  could  not  get  com- 


pensation in  the  shape  of  a  reduction  in 
rent,  the  money  having  all  been  paid,  they 
having  been  called  upon  to  find  it  all 
during  the  currency  of  their  leases. 
Therefore,  in  that  case,  they  had  a  clear 
and  obvious  interest  in  controlling  the  ex- 
penditure. He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  further,  believing  that  there  was 
no  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  thought  the  sums 
expended  as  county  rates  were  so  small, 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  disturbing  the 
whole  machinery  of  local  government  on 
that  account.  Tbe  erection  of  lunatic 
asylums  and  gaols  was  already  controlled 
by  the  Home  Office,  as  were  all  other 
large  items  of  county  expenditure.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  proposing  a 
large  machinery  for  a  most  insignificant 
object. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  the  ratepayers  in 
counties  had  an  equal  right  with  those  in 
boroughs  to  control  the  expenditure  of 
their  rates.  At  present,  the  magistrates 
only  had  the  control  of  the  county  ex- 
penditure, which  was  1,000,000L  or 
1,100,000^.  —  no  insignificant  amount. 
These  rates  fell  most  heavily  on  the  smaU 
occupiers;  it  was,  therefore,  very  properly 
proposed  to  give  them  a  representation  such 
as  was  enjoyed  by  the  ratepayers  in 
boroughs. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  would  suggest  to 
the  Government  not  to  suffer  Bills  to  be 
introduced  merely  for  the  sake  of  being 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  of  the  impo- 
licy of  which  they  were  persuaded,  and  the 
discussion  of  which  would  only  waste  the 
time  of  the  House.  He  imagined  this  was 
a  Bill  to  supersede  the  functions  of  Her 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace;  he  believ- 
ed the  Government  was  opposed  to  the  pro- 
ject, and  he  hoped  they  would  at  once  de- 
clare their  views.  If  the  Bill  carried  in  it 
the  seeds  of  dissolution,  it  would  be  the 
most  merciful  course  to  put  an  end  to  it  at 
once.  If  the  Government  were  opposed  to 
the  principle  it  involved,  let  them  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  stating  so. 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  that  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent he  agreed  in  the  remark  that  had 
been  made,  that  if  the  Bill  was  one  which 
the  Government  clearly  meant  to  oppose, 
it  was  the  best  way  to  state  that  opinion 
when  leave  was  moved  for  to  bring  in  the 
Bill,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  House. 
But  there  were  many  Bills,  in  reference  to 
which,  from  the  short  description  given  of 
them  in  the  notice  of  Motion,  and  the  brief 
statement  usually  made  on  moving  their  in- 
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troduction,  the  Government  could  not  tell 
exactly  what  thej  were.  Of  this  class  was 
the  one  which  slood  next  in  the  paper,  to 
he  moved  for  hy  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site the  Memher  for  Hertfordshire,  under 
the  title  of  '*  a  Bill  to  amend  the  rating  of 
small  tenements."  He  did  not  know  the 
ohject  of  this  Bill;  he  should  not  oppose  its 
heing  brought  in;  hut  when  it  came  to  be 
discussed,  there  might  be  objections  taken 
to  it.  The  present  Bill  was  certainly  not 
one  of  that  class  which  he  could  say  the 
Government  would  certainly  oppose.  He 
presumed  it  was  similar  to  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  introduced  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose,  to  which  he  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  had  expressed  himself  favourable. 
The  question  arose  whether  it  was  de- 
sirable to  read  that  Bill  a  second  time,  and 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  appoint 
a  Committee  on  the  subject  before  the  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time.  Any  opinion  he 
might  entertain  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken 
this  year,  he  wished  to  reserve;  but  most 
certainly  this  was  not  a  Bill  which  fie 
should  say  the  Government  would  decidedly 
oppose. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  that  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  the  incidence  of  taxation 
fell  upon  the  owner  or  the  occupier  of  land; 
and  with  respect  to  this  question,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  blew  hot  and 
cold.  It  was  too  much  the  habit  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  announce  what  they 
called  a  great  principle — to  declare  that 
they  were  determined  to  stand  by  it,  and 
on  the  following  evening  to  do  that  which 
would  practically  abrogate  it.  It  was  only 
last  week  the  Mover  of  the  Address  told 
the  House,  that  the  incidence  of  property 
fell  upon  the  owner  of  the  land.  Now,  this 
great  principle  was  qualified  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose.  The  principle  was 
a  vital  one,  and  hon.  Members  must  not  be 
permitted  to  blow  hot  and  cold  with  respect 
to  it. 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  whole  of  the  interrogation 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  was  a 
mere  jest,  because  they  had  little  to  do 
that  evening.  He  begged  leave  to  inform 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  they  were  not 
blowing  any  way  but  the  one  way.  He 
did  not  care  on  whom  the  rate  fell,  but 
those  on  whom  it  fell  should  have  a  voice 
in  the  expenditure.  He  asked  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire whether  he  thought  the  magistrates 
or  ratepayers  could  better  administer  the 


county  rated  !  Th^  Aiagultrates  were  not 
elected,  they  Were  appointed  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  and  were  irresjKmftible,  in  the 
usual  acceptation  ef  the  temd^  yet  they 
were  the  persons  who  toade  the  rates. 
Was  not  that  a  mere  faree,  and  ahonld  not 
those  who  paid  the  ratea  have  a  Toioe  in 
distributing  them  ?  He  thonght  the  ad?iee 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  f>r  the 
University  of  Oxford  was  a  salutary  ad- 
vice, and  that  Govemment  should  coniider 
well  before  allowing  any  Gentlelnan  to 
bring  in  a  BiU  when  there  waa  no  proba- 
bility of  their  giving  it  their  aqpportk  It 
often  happened  that,  after  discassin^  • 
measure  Wednesday  after  WedAeaday,  the 
proposer,  who  depended  on  the  support  of 
the  Government,  found  he  had  only  their 
good  wishes  and  not  theii^  supports  With 
regard  to  this  particular  BilU  he  unde^ 
stood  it  to  be,  with  some  ininor  mddifici- 
tions,  the  same  Bill  as  that  introdueed  last 
Session;  and  he  was  fully  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  and  to  giTe 
his  support  as  far  bs  possible  to  the  detifls 
of  it. 

Sir  J.  PAKINGTOK  would  wilfiagly 
rest  the  question  on  the  grounds  tdmon 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Metnber  had 
put  it.  He  had  maintained  laiait  yOar,  and 
he  maintained  now,  that  it  Was  the  oWner 
and  not  the  occupier  of  land  who  paid  the 
rates.  The  magistrates  of  England  Were 
the  principal  ratepayers,  and  nothing  was 
more  unfair  than  the  distinction  whieh  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  Wished  to  draw  be- 
tween ratepayers  and  magistrates.  As  the 
general  disposition  of  the  Ht)U8e  seemed 
to  be  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill,  he  should  not  oppose  it,  but  should 
reserve  to  himself  the  right  to  take  what 
course  he  thought  fit  with  respect  to  it  at 
a  future  stage. 

Mr.  FREWEN  regretted  that  he  was 
opposed  in  this  matter  hy  the  hon.  Mem" 
her  for  Buckinghamshire  and  his  friends. 
He  had  last  Session  supported  the  BiU  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  on  this 
subject,  and  since  then  he  had  received 
several  communications  from  that  division 
of  Sussex  which  he  represented,  and  front 
several  farmers'  clubs,  thanking  him  for 
the  course  he  had  taken.  The  ratepayers 
in  that  division  thought  they  had  great 
cause  of  complaint,  as  the  county  expendi- 
ture from  1832  to  1843  had  more  than 
doubled,  and  had  since  1843  further  in- 
creased. It  was  one  of  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  that  taxation  and  repre- 
sentation   should    go   together.      In  the 
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diviaion  of  Sussex  which  he  represonted, 
tliere  wm  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
financial  boards. 

Mb.  DISRAELI  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
tiie  Member  for  East  Sussex  could  not 
have  been  in  the  House  when  he  addressed 
a  few  obserrations  to  it;  therefore  be 
begged  to  state  to  him  that  he  did  not  say 
a  single  word  in  opposition  to  the  measure 
introaiiced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
eppoaite,  but  merely  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  a  clear  explanation  of  the 
principle  on  which  he  introduced  it. 
.  M&.  HENLET  observed  that  the  ma- 
gtatrates  were  respon^ble  for  the  peace  of 
ftiie  counties  and  the  care  of  the  gaols,  and 
he  boped  they  might  trust  to  the  Govern- 
pMDt  not  to  leave  the  responsibility  of 
AoBe  matters  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
tnrtea,  while  they  left  the  control  of  paying 
ibr  them  in  other  hands. 

Sift  0.  6RET  said,  it  was  inconvenient 
to  diacuBs  this  Bill  without  knowing  exactly 
what  it  was.  He  did  not  intend  to  be  in- 
liRed  from  anything  he  had  said  that  he 
ins  faFOurable  to  the  principle  of  exclud- 
utg  the  magistracy  from  all  interference  in 
Ac  juaessment. 

Mb.  hey  wood  remarked  that  it  was 
iatended  to  leave  the  magistrate  a  large 
^haro  of  the  power  by  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to.     Leave  given. 

Bin  read  a  first  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  be- 
fwe  Ten  o'^dock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wedmeday,  February  6,  1850. 

'VfHimii}    Pi'BUO  Bitx.— lo  Connty  Cen  (Irdand). 

HER  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER  TO  TUE 
ADDRESS. 

Ha.  LASCELLES  reported  Her  Ma- 
leety'a  Answer  to  the  Address,  as  fol- 
lowB :—  • 

**  I  thank  yoa  Ibr  your  loyal  and  dutiiiil  Ad- 


CI 


The  expression  of  joar  sympathy  in  the  loss 
vUeh  I  and  the  Nation  have  sustained  by  the 
doslli  of  Her  Migesty  Queon  Adelaide,  is  yarj 
^ntofid  Jko  my  feelings. 

"  Xoo  xtmij  rely  on  My  cordial  co-operation  in 
jfoar  ondeavoiirs  to  promote  the  welfare  and  hap- 
i4if  all  classes  of  My  people,  and  to  preserve 
iaapgove  the  Institutions  wliich,  under  the 
fiiTOur  of  Divine  Providence,  this  Country  has  long 


f» 


ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  HORSMAN  wished  to  put  a  ques- 
tion, of  which  he  had  not  given  notice,  but 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Department  would  be 
able  to  give  an  answer  now.  Allusion  had 
been  made  on  the  previous  evening  to  the 
late  secretary  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sion, and  to  some  steps  taken  when  the 
defalcation  brought  home  to  him  had  been 
discovered.  He  wished  to  know  if  it  were 
true  that  the  secretary  had  executed  a  deed 
of  assignment  before  he  went  away  ?  He 
had  heard  that  the  secretary  did  so,  that 
the  Government  took  steps  to  make  him 
deliver  up  whatever  ho  was  in  possession 
of,  and  that  after  executing  the  deed  he 
was  permitted  to  take  his  departure.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  this  was  true,  and, 
if  there  were  such  a  deed,  whether  there 
was  any  objection  to  produce  it  to  the 
House? 

SiE  G.  GREY  was  not  able  to  answer 
the  question  precisely.  When  the  exist- 
ence of  a  defalcation  was  ascertained,  his 
noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury placed  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury 
in  communication  with  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission,  in  order  that  the  moat  effec- 
tual steps  might  be  taken  for  recovering 
whatever  could  be  recovered.  What  the 
precise  steps  which  had  been  taken  were 
he  did  not  know,  but  he  understood  from 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  that  he  had 
taken  those  steps  which  he  considered  most 
efficient,  in  order  to  render  the  whole  of 
the  property  available  for  that  defalcation. 
No  criminal  proceedings  had,  however, 
been  instituted  against  Mr.  Murray,  of 
whose  present  place  of  residence  he  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  was  not  aware. 

PROCESS  AND  PRACTICE  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said,  he 
would  shortly  state  the  nature  of  the  foiu: 
Bills  which  he  was  about  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  in 
Ireland.  The  first  Bill  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  process  and  practice  in 
the  superior  courts  of  common  law  in'  Ire- 
laud.  The  Act  2  William  IV.  was  passed  in 
order  to  produce  miiformity  of  process  in 
England;  and  the  principal  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  extend  to  Ireland  provisions 
as  similar  to  those  existing  here  as  the 
circumstances  of  that  country  would  admit. 
In  England,  when  a  personal  action  was 
commenced,  a  writ  of  summons  was  issued, 
and  the  defendant  was  bound   to  ap{)ear 
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within  four  and  plead  within  eight  days, 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  judg- 
ment was  speedily  obtained  if  the  case 
went  to  trial;  or  if  the  defendant  did  not 
appear  to  plead,  it  went  by  default.  In 
Ireland  the  proceeding  was  much  more  te- 
dious. The  first  step  was  a  capioi  ad  re- 
spondendum requiring  the  high  sheriff 
himself  to  take  the  body  of  the  defendant, 
and  produce  him  on  the  first  return  day  of 
the  ensuing  term.  Upon  the  defendant, 
however,  applying  to  an  attorney,  he 
learned  that  ho  need  not  appear  till  eight 
days  after  the  return  day;  and  if  in  the 
meanwhile  the  term  expired,  then  he  need 
not  appear  till  eight  days  after  the  return 
day  of  the  next  term.  The  effect  of  this 
was  to  produce  great  delay,  and  many 
consequent  evils.  If,  for  instance,  the 
writ  issued  on  the  last  four  days  of  Trinity 
term,  the  defendant  need  not  appear  until 
the  eighth  day  of  Michaelmas  term;  and 
if  the  greatest  despatch  were  not  used,  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  plead  for  twelve 
days  subsequently  to  that  period,  so  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  give  notice  of 
trial  or  obtain  judgment  before  January  or 
February.  This  gave  the  dishonest  debtor 
an  opportunity  of  disposing  of  his  property 
in  the  mean  time;  and  it  was  with  the 
view  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Uniformity  of  Process  Act,  that  this  Bill 
was  proposed.  He  believed  there  was  con- 
siderable difiiculty  in  serving  processes. 
The  person  employed  made  an  affidavit 
of  service,  and  the  attorney  verified  that 
he  believed  the  process  had  been  sewed. 
This  was  a  course  which  led  to  great 
abuses.  In  this  country  persons  had  been 
found  to  make  affidavits,  believing  they 
were  mere  matters  of  course,  when  no  ser- 
vice had  been  effected.  The  Bill  proposed 
that  the  process  servers  of  the  civil  bill 
courts  should  be  employed  for  a  small  fee 
in  the  superior  courts.  There  might  be, 
and  were,  objections  to  this,  and  it  was 
proposed  simply  as  a  remedy  against  the 
present  evil.  Another  provision  in  the 
Bill  was  to  establish  uniformity  of  practice 
amongst  all  the  courts  in  Ireland.  At 
preseht  there  was  considerable  disagree- 
metat  between  the  practice  of  the  various 
courts,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  amounted 
to  little  more  than  a  snare  upon  the  prac- 
titioner. It  was  considered  in  Ireland  a 
desirable  thing  that  there  should  be  con- 
tiguous nisi  priuB  sittings,  and  it  was  pro- 
podn^  to  effect  that  object  by  providing 
th&t  all  the  puisne  judges  should  sit 
Mdh    tekm    iih    rotation-,    except    during 


those  days  when  a  full  court  was  requi- 
site, which  would  bring  it  to  the  tora 
of  each  judge  about  onee  every  three 
years.  It  proposed,  also,  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  of  process  in  the  dif- 
ferent courts  of  Ireland.  The  offices  f^ 
all  the  courts  were  to  be  eonsolidated,  with 
the  view  of  having  the  writs  served  out 
with  facility,  and  a  saving  in  the  expense  of 
officers  would  thus  be  efiected.  Another 
object  was  to  produce  an  equalisation  of 
business  between  the  various  eonrts.  In 
the  seven  years  ending  1848,  he  fband 
that  the  number  of  processes  in  eppear- 
ance  was — in  the  Queen's  Bench,  70,393; 
in  the  Exchequer,  78,250;  in  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  23,749.  The  writs  of  restitu- 
tion were — in  the  Queen's  Bench,  31,674; 
in  the  Common  Pleas,  8,809;  in  the  Ex- 
chequer 4,059.  The  causes  nnder  trial 
were— -in  the  Queen's  Bench,  729;  in  the 
Exchequer,  1,161;  in  the  Common  Pleas, 
107.  It  was  a  very  desirable  thinff  ihst 
the  judges  of  the  latter  court  should  have 
full  business,  in  order  that  those  of  the 
other  courts  should  not  be  overwhdmed. 
The  measure,  however,  would  not  eqnslise 
the  criminal  business  which  belonged  to 
the  Queen's  Bench,  nor  the  revenue  busi- 
ness which  belonged  to  the  Court  of  Bz- 
chequer.  There  were  many  minor  details 
into  which  he  would  not  enter;  but  he  pro- 
posed to  allow  some  time  to  elapse  befora 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  during 
which  the  ^natter  might  be  well  considered 
by  the  parties  interested,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. He  had  received,  bnt  only  to  a 
limited  extent,  opinions  from  the  Irish 
Judges  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
One  or  two  of  these  dignitaries  stated  ob- 
jections to  certain  points  with  respect  to 
which  the  opinion  was  not  at  all  nnani- 
mous;  but  as  regarded  the  greater  portion 
of  the  Bill,  he  thought  that  no  material 
difference  of  view  existed  amongst  the 
functionaries  in  question.  In  conclnsion, 
he  had  only  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin,  whose  purpose  it 
was  to  have  brought  in  a  Bill  of  this  de- 
scription last  year,  but  who  upon  being 
made  acquainted  with  his  (the  Solicitor 
General's)  intention  to  introduce  the  pre- 
sent measure,  at  once  wrote  to  him)  ex- 
pressing his  satisfaction  that  Government 
had  taken  the  matter  up,  and  placitig  at 
his  (the  Solicitor  General's)  disposal  all 
the  information  Which  he  had  collected  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  MULLINGS  would  throw  out  a 
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tnggeBtioii  to  the  learned  Solicitor  General, 
tliKt  infnuDing  this  Bill,  some  proyision  for 
the  serring  of  legal  process  during  the  long 
TMfttion  in  Ireland,  between  the  12th  of 
Aagmt  and  the  5th  of  October,  should  be 
made  in  it. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said,  he 
ifwdA  giro  the  suggestion  his  considera- 
non. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  said,  he  felt  in  common 
tHth  a  very  large  portion  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  the  law  reform  of  Ire- 
land, the  great  services  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  rendered  by  devot- 
ing to  much  of  his  time,  ability,  and  in- 
dostiy  to  the  removal  of  those  legal  impe- 
diments which  so  seriously  stood  in  the 
vaj  of  agricultural  improvement  and  the 
adnmeement  of  trade  and  commerce  in  Ire- 
land. He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  quite  agreed  in 
the  principles  which  had  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  If  he 
had  anything  to  complain  of  with  respect 
to  the  present  Bill,  it  was  that  the  proposed 
lefonnt  were  not  more  extensive.  With  re- 
farenee  to  the  question  of  service,  he  thought 
the.  hen.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  been 
happj  in  the  selection  of  those  parties  to 
whotn  he  intended  to  confide  the  service  of 
hiw  pvecess  in  Ireland.  They  were  men  who 
were  appointed  after  a  careful  investigation 
into  theur  previous  life  and  conduct,  and 
Ihcj  were  vigilantly  watched  over  by  the 
eaaiBtant  barristers  in  each  county.  But 
ene  of  the  greatest  and  most  serious  evils 
emmeoted  ¥rith  the  service  of  law  process 
in  Ireland  was  the  gross  injustice  that 
aroee  from  the  fact  that,  as  the  law  now 
etood*  it  was  wholly  impossible  to  effect  a 
terviee  of  law  process  upon  a  certain  class 
of  debtors  in  Ireland.  He  alluded  to  those 
who  might  be  possessed  of  landed  revenues 
in  that  conntry,  and  who  might  avail  them- 
aehree  of  the  premium  which  the  present 
hw  held  out  for  absenteeism.  There  was 
no  apeedy  process  for  reaching  persons  of 
that  description.  With  reference  to  the 
draadfni  delays  which  took  place  in  Ire- 
landf  and,  perhaps,  in  this  country  too, 
with  ireapect  to  the  disposal  of  new  motion 
he  wished  the  hon.  Gentleman  could 
iome  plan  by  which  those  new  mo- 
iioB  trials  could  be  taken  in  the  first  in- 
■tanee,  and  not  hang  on  from  year  to  year. 
He  waa  happy  that  in  the  projected  amend- 
aent  of  the  law,  the  practice  of  compelling 
attorneys  practising  in  the  law  courts  in 
IMand  to  be  continually  making  affidavits 
Wodd  certoinly  be  diminished,  and  he 
-eeoU  widi  it  were  done  away  with  alto* 


gether.  With  reference  to  actions  of  eject- 
ment, he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  con- 
templated by  the  present  Bill  to  simplify 
thc  process  by  which  parties  proceeded  by 
ejectment  to  obtain  repossession  of  their 
land  in  cases  of  non-title  or  of  non-pay- 
ment of  rent.  Nothing  could  be  more  vex- 
atious, more  tedious,  or  more  inconsistent 
with  plain  justice,  than  the  present  pro- 
cedure in  actions  of  ejectment;  and  if  it 
were  possible  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman to  introduce  anything  into  the  pre- 
sent Bill  which  would  lead  to  the  simplifi- 
cation of  proceedings  by  which  parties 
could  regain  possession  of  their  land  when 
necessary,  it  would  be  conferring  an  im- 
mense advantage,  not  merely  upon  the 
landlord,  but  the  tenant-class  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  FAGAN  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  Government  would  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  to  Ireland  the  system 
of  county  court  jurisdiction  which  had  been 
established  in  this  country. 

Mr.  NAPIER  said,  that  although  he 
would  not  pledge  himself  to  all  the  details 
of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Solicitor 
General,  he  believed  that  it  would  be  ge- 
nerally regarded  by  all  parties  in  Ireland 
as  very  great  boon.  He  considered  that  if 
measures  of  this  kind  were  carried  out  in 
a  fair  spirit  by  both  sides  of  the  House, 
they  would  conduce  very  materially  to  the 
welfare  of  that  country. 

Mr.  HEADLAM  thought  that  England 
also  had  some  claim  to  improvement  in  the 
administration  of  her  laws.  In  Ireland 
the  Solicitor  General  would  earn  a  great 
name  for  the  improvement  of  the  law  of 
property,  and  there  were  many  circum- 
stances which  rendered  it  important  that 
similar  measures  should  be  introduced  for 
the  improvement  of  the  law  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Leave  given. 

COURT  OF  CHANCERY  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  sim- 
plify and  improve  the  proceedings  in  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland.  The 
Bill  had  been  perused  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ire- 
land)  and  both  those  learned  persons  had 
expressed  their  general  approval  of  the 
objects  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GRATTAN  inquired  whether  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  Government 
would  at  all  affect  the  equity  side  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland  ? 

The   SOLICITOR   GENERAL    said. 
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the  Bills  of  which  he  had  given  notice  did 
not  refer  at  all  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
in  Ireland.  He  belieyed  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  propose  a 
Bill  relating  to  the  equity  jurisdiction  of 
the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer,  hut  he  was 
unable  to  say  when  such  a  measure  would 
foe  submitted  to  the  House.  The  first  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  he  now  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce was,  to  get  rid  of  the  prolix  sjs- 
•tem  of  pleading  which  existed  in  the  Court 
■of  €hancerj,  and  to  substitute  a  short 
statement  of  facts  bj  waj  of  petition,  in- 
etead  of  the  present  prolix  statements  bj 
way  of  Bill.  The  petitioner  might  append 
to  the  petition  sucii  interrogatories  as  he 
thought  fit,  which  any  respondent  to  the 
petition  might  be  called  upon  to  answer ; 
and  the  petition  was  to  be  accompanied  by 
«  short  affidavit,  stating  the  correctness  of 
any  facts  which  required  verifying.  The 
effect  of  this  change  would  be,  that  the 
matter  at  issue  would  come  much  more 
«peedily  before  the  Court;  and  the  practice 
of  filing  pleas  and  demurers,  which  led  to 
■fiuch  unnecessary  delay,  would  be  put  an 
•end  to.  The  Bill  proposed  that  the  Court, 
upon  hearing  the  petition,  might  make  an 
order  upon  it,  either  with  or  without  an 
examination  upon  the  intern^atories ;  and 
that  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  make  any 
further  orders  in  the  same  matter  upon 
motion.  The  Bill  also  proposed  to  enable 
the  Court  to  take  evidence  vivd  voce,  in 
such  cases  as  it  might  think  fit.  Those 
eases,  he  apprehend^  would  not  be  very 
numerous ;  because  generally,  when  the 
Court  thought  it  necessary  to  obtain  evi- 
dence vM  voce,  it  would  probably  deem  a 
jury  the  best  tribunal  for  deciding  the 
question.  By  these  means  they  would  get 
rid  entirely  of  bills  of  reviver  and  supple- 
ment. In  many  cases  which  came  before 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  only  question 
in  dispute  was  the  construction  of  some 
particnlar  instrument,  the  construction 
perhaps  of  five  or  six  words  in  a  deed,  or 
of  a  -couple  of  clauses  in  a  wilL  Now,  by 
the  law  of  Scotland,  there  was  a  power  by 
action  of  declarator  of  ascertaining  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
This  Bill  proposed  that,  in  such  cases, 
when  there  was  no  other  matter  in  dispute 
between  the  parties,  they  should  have  the 
power  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
upon  a  statement  in  the  nature  of  a  special 
case,  merely  stating  what  the  point  was 
upon  which  the  qnnion  of  the  Court  was 
desired.  The  Bill  also  proposed  a  change 
.  with  respect  to  cases  referring  to  the  mere 


administration  of  aaaeta*  Aa  the  law  at 
present  stood,  for  instance,  if  a  questim 
arose  aa  to  ijie  accounts  of  an  executors 
there  were  long  preliminary  statements  by 
bill,  which  were  only  a  matter  of  expense, 
and  were  of  no  benefit  to  the  parties.  H9 
proposed  that  matters  of  this  description 
might  be  brought  before  the  Court  by  a 
short  petition,  and  that  the  Court  might 
at  once  refer  them  to  the  Masters.  Ho 
proposed,  also,  that  the  Lord  GhanceDor 
and  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  should  have 
power  to  make  orders  to  carry  out  these 
measures,  and  to  enable  the  Masters  to 
deal  with  cases  of  this  kind.  It  was  pro- 
posed  also  to  limit  the  time  in  which  ap* 
peals  might  be  made  from  the  Masters  to 
the  Court,  and  from  the  Court  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  thought  that  pro- 
bably a  month  in  the  first  ease,  and  a  year 
in  the  second,  might  be  fixed  as  tbe  tins 
in  which  the  appeal  should  be  a  matter  sf 
right ;  but  he  only  mentioned  tibia  as  a 
suggestion,  for  the  period  woold,  of  coune^ 
be  determined  in  Committee,  It  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  take  some  meani 
to  prevent  prolixity  in  the  petitions;  bat 
this,  he  thought,  would  be  best  e£EiBcted  by 
the  general  orders  of  the  Court.  Sir  Bd- 
ward  Sugden,  the  Master  of  the  BdUs,  sod 
other  Judges,  had,  be  believed,  been  de> 
sirous  of  adopting  general  orders,  with  a 
view  to  avoid  prolixity ;  and  this  waa,  he 
thought,  a  matter  which  it  might  be  lefk 
to  the  Judges  to  carry  into  effect.  With 
respect  to  the  minor  details  of  the  meai- 
Bure,  he  might  mention  that  it  was  prSi- 
posed  that  £e  secretary  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor should  receive  a  stated  salary,  ior 
stead  of  being  paid  by  fees  ;  and  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  m  Ireland,  who  had 
not  at  present  a  secretary,  should  have  the 
assistance  of  such  an  o£^r. 

M&.  F.  FRENCH  said,  that  if  these 
alterations  were  so  essential,  they  should 
also  be  extended  to  England.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  had  been 
complimented  upon  the  Encumbered  Es- 
tates Act ;  but  it  could  not  as  yet  be  said 
whether  it  was  likely  to  work  well  or  not. 
It  seemed  that  additional  expense  was  to 
be  incurred  when  three-fourths  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  court  was  about  to  be  taken 
away.  Under  no  circumstanoes  shoald 
there  be  the  appointment  of  a  aew  officer. 

Mr.  GROGAN  said,  that  the  scheme 
proposed  by  the  Government,  as  sketched 
out  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, would  simplify  proceedings  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  every  possible  poin^ 
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of  thw — ^botb  with  regard  to  dme,  ex- 
peiMe,  and  the  Texatioos  and  baratsing 
alittoyaneea  which  atteaded  proceedings  in 
that  eoort.  He  thought  it  was  a  matter 
•f  regret,  if  the  Court  of  Chancerj  could 
he  io  easily  reformed,  that  they  should 
lbav«  reeently  created  a  new  and  anoma- 
lavi  tribunal  under  the  Encumbered  Es- 
tates Act. 

•  Itm.  8ADLEIR  said,  his  experience  led 
him  to  Mieye  that  the  measure  'proposed 
hjf  the  Solicitor  General  would  be  attended 
With  noBt  important  and  beneficial  effects. 
Hehaid  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  immediate 
MBsequenees  of  the  adoption  of  this  Bill 
by  the  Legislature,  would  be  the  speedy 
aitensioa  of  a  nmilar  measure  to  this  coun- 
tiy,  beeanse  the  evils  which  it  was  intended 
to  rOtaedj  existed  in  equal  force  here  as  in 
Ifikukd.  He  had  almost  daily  opportuni- 
ties ^  witnessing  the  frightful  oppression 
wrongs  to  which  agriculture  and  com- 
were  subjected  in  this  country,  in 
tMrniMfkotK^  (of  the  absurd,  unjust,  andpro- 
Kx  {Araceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
1%ef«w«re  three  palpable  and  important 
td«et8  in  the  Courts  of  Chancery  in  this 
eamtry  and  in  Ireland.  Both  those  courts 
litre  aefectii<e  in  their  modes  of  proof,  in 
littrnt  modes  of  trial,  and  in  their  modes 
of  appeal.  The  present  Bill  would,  to  a 
a<tlAn  extent,  though  not  to  the  full  ex- 
tMt  he  desired,  effect  an  amendment  with 
Mgard  to  the  mode  of  proof  adopted  in 
th(Me  eourts.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tlMhali  propoaed  to  grapple,  to  a  certain 
Mtent,  with  the  prolix  system  of  written 
pleadings,  and  to  give  a  certain  discretton- 
tty  power  to  equity  judges  in  Ireland  to 
Mbstitute  for  written  depositions  viv/t  voce 
evidence.  He  believed  that  the  system  of 
writlM  pleadings  was  the  very  best  that 
0mM  be  devis^  for  clouding  the  truth 
with  elcaggeration  and  fiction,  and  be  was 
SMhiuJ  that  it  frequently  led  to  the  defeat 
if  jaatiee.  Indeed  they  often  found,  in 
IMtt  iopoitant  and  critical  questions,  that 
the  Court  >of  Chancery,  after  vainly  endea- 
fiuuig  for  years  to  ascertain  the  truth, 
%nM  #raged  eventually  to  send  questions  of 
ftft-to  he  determined  by  a  jury.  The  pre- 
Wmt  BQl  would  remove  many  absurdities; 
hs  hfllffrTTid  it  would  be  a  successful  expe- 
fhRJil^  and  he  hoped  to  see  it  followed  by 
lb  Mil  40tire  complete  amendment  of  this 
4if*CaMMt  of  the  law. 

Ife.  W.  P.  WOOD  viewed  the  intro- 
hfctionof  the  Bill  with  great  satisfaction 
ttd  deKjgbti  and  he  was  only  sorry  that  it 
to  be  oonfined  to  Ireland.     He  was 


anxious  to  ascertain  whether  there  were 
any  peculiar  differences  between  the  prao* 
tice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland 
and  that  in  England,  to  account  for  the  Bill 
being  confined  to  Ireland.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  had  stated  the 
grievances  which  he  proposed  to  remove,  to 
be  the  difficulty  of  bringing  causes  to  hear» 
ing;  the  imperfect  mode  of  collecting  evi- 
dence; the  delays  with  regard  to  the  bills 
filed  in  the  court;  the  great  inconvenience 
of  the  bills  of  rcviral  and  supplement ;  the 
great  difficulties  of  bringing  aiogle  points 
on  which  parties  might  wish  to  be  advised 
upon  their  rights,  without  having  to  lay  all 
their  affairs  before  the  open  court;  and  the 
enormous  expenses  attending  all  die  pr»- 
cecdings.  Now,  all  these  inconveniencee 
existed  in  the  same,  if  not  in  a  more  aggpra- 
vated  form  in  England;  and  therefore,  in 
proportion  to  the  satisfaction  he  fdt  in  hav^ 
ing  them  remedied  in  Ireland,  was  his  dis- 
satisfaction at  not  having  them  remedied 
in  England.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Coventry,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
last  Session,  stated  that  it  was  impossible 
to  continue  the  present  state  of  things  in 
the  English  Court  of  Chancery  any  longer, 
and  that  if  no  measure  for  its  reform  were 
proposed  by  the  Government,  or  any  hon. 
Member,  he  would  himself  introduce  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose.  He  (Mr.  Wood)  thought 
it  would  be  more  satisfactory  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  should  bring  for- 
ward such  a  measure,  than  that  any  hon. 
Gentleman  should  do  so,  although  there 
was  no  one  more  able  or  better  qualified 
than  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Coven tiy;  and  he  trosted  that 
•even  yet,  before  the  termination  erf  the 
Session,  such  a  Bill  would  be  introduced. 
No  time  should  be  lost  in  a  case  which  gave 
rise  to  so  much  pain,  misery,  vexation,  and 
ruin.  It  was  almost  too  light  and  ludicrous 
a  mode  of  description,  yet  he  hoped  ho 
would  be  forgiven  for  repeating  the  defini- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Chancery  given  by  one 
of  the  most  eminent  and  learnt  practition- 
ers in  it — which  was,  that  it  was  a  great 
machine  for  grinding  down  the  landed  in- 
terest into  three  per  cent  consols,  and  then 
distributing  it  in  the  shape  of  costs.  IIo 
did  not  find  any  mention  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  of  the  Mas- 
ters' offices.  Probably  they  did  not  require 
reformation  in  Ireland.  If  not,  they  most 
certainly  required  it  here.  Reformation  in 
the  Masters'  offices  in  England  would  form 
one  of  the  most  essential  points  of  a  mea- 
sure for  this  country  of  a  uature  similar  to 
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u&a:    »f3re  :«  E:cse.     Tber?  w«   no 

se&TM;  bin  :Le  fTKieci  &z<d  i&>ie  in  vkich 
bosiceftfi  vu  cocdocicd  iz  iLa;  br^h&ch  of 
tise  coon,  aude  :t  i=:r->&5;:-l«?  iLa:  there 
shooLd  DOC  M  fta  e!:':{Ti«:-c5  porsk-c  of  the 
delsT  fti>i  exp€n2«  Li^id^r;  to  o::r  Conrt 
of  Chaaeerj  atirlbinAble  :o  s2ia:  depart- 
meat. 

Mr.  HEXLEY  thoczht  it  vould  be  im- 
pOMible  to  resist  the  extecszoa  *yi  the  mem- 
sure  to  Enzimnd.  The  Gc-Tercs^eiit  had 
been  obliged  to  intTC^ace  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  simplirVin^  the  mode  of  dealing 
with  encuml*ered  €sra:es  in  Ireland:  and 
he  thonght  that  one  of  the  ejects  of  some 
of  their  late  legislation  would  soon  be,  to 
reduce  the  landed  propertj  of  this  countrr 
to  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  the  encum- 
bered estates  in  Ireland.  Before  that  event 
occurred,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
giTe  them  the  advantage  of  the  important 
machinery  provided  for  Ireland.  And  when 
the  same  evils  existed  in  England  as  in 
Ireland — and  thev  had  heard  from  the 
Member  for  the  city  of  Oxford  thev  did 
exist — he  could  not  see  whv  words  should 
not  at  once  be  introduced  into  the  Bill 
which  would  extend  its  application  to  Eng- 
land. If  that  were  not  done  in  its  earlier 
stages,  or  some  promise  given  of  a  similar  i 
measure  for  England,  he  would  take  the  i 
sense  of  the  House  upon  the  subject  at  a  : 
future  stage.  But  it  was  certain  that  the 
union  between  the  two  countries  would 
never  be  complete  until  the  laws  in  both 
were  made  precisely  the  same.  The  mak- 
ing any  difference  was  only  continuing  the 
evils  under  which  the  connexion  between 
the  two  was  now  labouring.  A  reforma- 
tion in  the  Masters'  offices  was  most  want- 
ed in  England;  but  if  they  could  not  have 
that  immediately,  let  them  not  at  all  events 
be  shut  out  from  the  advantages  that  were 
about  to  be  given  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  M*CULLAGH  thought  that  the 
exposition  given  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General,  of  the  purpose  meant  to 
be  effected  by  the  Bill,  would  tend  very 
much  to  allay  feelings  of  distrust  and  dis- 
satisfaction with  which  the  public  mind 
had  recently  been  filled  upon  this  subject 
in  Ireland.  An  impression  had  for  some 
time  prevailed  in  that  country  that  the 
Oovemmcnt  entertained  projects  for  the 
graduali  if  not  immediate,  abolition  of  the 
ooarts  at  Dublin,  and  the  centralisation  of 
tlia  Bupreme  judicatures  here.  The  intro- 
diiotion  of  any  new  measures  dealing  with 
thoM  tribunals^  was  certain,  therefore,  to 


excite,  in  the  first  instance,  no  ordinaij 
curiosity,  and  their  details  would  doubtless 
be  scrutinised  with  some  degree  of  jea- 
lousy. The  statement,  however,  which 
had  been  given  of  the  scope  and  provisions 
both  of  the  Bill  then  before  the  House, 
and  of  that  respecting  the  three  courts  of 
law,  might,  he  hoped,  be  taken  as  an  indi- 
cation that  the  apprehensions  to  which  he 
had  referred  were  destitute  of  foundation. 
In  any  case,  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  best 
security  that  could  be  given  to  the  perma- 
nence and  independence  of  the  Irish  courts, 
whether  of  law  or  equity,  would  consist  in 
the  removal  of  those  blemishes  and  erils 
which,  in  the  course  of  time,  were  sure  to 
be  found  in  all  human  institutions.  With 
regard  to  the  objection  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Roscommon,  to  providing  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  with  a  sec- 
retary, he  must  say  that  he  considered  the 
creation  of  such  an  office  most  just  and 
reasonable.  Every  other  equity  judge  in 
the  realm  had  such  an  assistant  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties;  and  he  (Mr.  M'Cnl- 
lagh)  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  he 
believed  one  eminent  Judge,  in  his  anxiety 
to  discharge  faithfully  the  laborious  func- 
tions of  the  Mastership  of  the  Rolls,  had 
suffered  most  severely  in  health.  He  al- 
luded to  the  late  Sir  M.  O'Loghlen,  whose 
early  loss  the  public  and  the  profession  had 
so  much  cause  to  deplore.  Many  of  the 
hours  which  ought  to  haye  been  deyoted 
to  repose,  were  devoted  to  the  minute  ex- 
amination of  documents  and  papers  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  his  court;  and 
there  certainly  was  no  judicial  office  in 
which  the  assistance  of  a  properiy  qualified 
person  who  should  act  as  secretary  was 
more  required. 

Mr.  MUL lings  would  give  an  in- 
stance which  came  ¥rithin  his  own  know- 
ledge, of  the  oppressive  nature  of  proceed- 
ings in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  A  gentle- 
man left  the  country  in  the  year  1817;  he 
left  the  care  and  management  of  his  farm 
to  his  brother,  who  continued  to  work  it 
for  him  until  the  year  1822,  when  he  re- 
turned, and  received  an  account  from  his 
brother  of  the  working  of  the  farm,  the 
balance  at  foot  of  the  account  being  be- 
tween 400^.  and  500Z.  A  quarrel  shortly 
afterwards  took  place,  and  the  affair  was 
thrown  into  the  Court  of  Chancery,  where 
the  first  demand  was  an  account  of  the 
receipts.  That  having  been  rendered,  the 
brother  was  told  to  clear  himself  as  to  the 
expenditure  by  vouchers  and  stamped  re- 
ceipts, as  they  only  would  be  accepted. 
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To  proenre  them  he  had  to  scour  the  ooun- 
Irj,  and  obtain  between  300  and  400  affi- 
dftTits,  and  the  discussion  continued  from 
1824  to  1837.  The  result  was,  that  the 
balance  proTed  was  79Z.  instead  of  500Z., 
and  the  costs,  which  amounted  to  1,7002., 
were  divided  between  the  parties. 

Mb.  WALPOLE  could  not  help  joining 
his  Yoiee  with  others  for  the  extension  of 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  England,  if  it 
ritonld  be  proved  to  be  a  well-considered 
meaBore.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Oxford  oitj  had  intimated  to  the  House, 
tiiat  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  far  Coven- 
tij»  than  whom  there  was  not  a  person  in 
the  profession  more  qualified  to  pronounce 
an  opinion  upon  the  subject,  was  desirous  of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  reformation  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  as  soon  as  it  could 
be  prepared.  But  if  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼arnment  wonld  undertake  the  production 
of  soeh  a  measure  themselves,  he  knew 
tiiat  no  one  would  be  more  ready  and  wil- 
ling than  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  to 
oooiniiinicate  his  views  and  intentions  to 
tfaem.  In  case  the  Government  should 
think  it  advisable  to  extend  the  provisions 
cif  the  Bill  before  the  House  to  England,  he 
naa  certain  they  would  receive  not  only 
die  concnrrence  of  the  Chancery  practi- 
tiooerB  in  the  House,  but  also  that  of  the 
practitioners  at  large.  In  his  opinion, 
thej  were  bound  to  remedy  evils  of  such 
magnitude  as  were  admitted  to  exist  in  the 
ptaotiee  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  as  soon 
as  they  were  exposed.  But  the  chief  evils 
were  not  so  much  in  the  mode  of  pleading, 
as  in  the  expense  and  delay  of  Masters' 
elBees.  The  great  disadvantages  of  these 
offices  were,  that,  in  the  first  place,  no 
publicity  was  given  to  their  proceedings; 
and.  in  the  next  place,  that  the  proceedings 
br  warrants  were  not  carried  on  de  die  in 
mem,  or,  as  he  would  have  them,  de  hora 
m  JUtram,  but  were  broken  up  and  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time.  No  good  would 
be  aeoomplished  until  the  system  of  war- 
rants was  done  away  with.  The  parties 
riionld  be  compelled  to  go  on  with  the  in- 
jury in  the  Master's  office,  as  they  would 
fee  oblig^  to  go  on  with  the  cause  itself 
wiien  it  was  once  set  down  upon  the  paper 
fcr  hearing.  He  firmly  believed  that  not 
quarter  of  the  evils  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
r.at  least  in  England,  would  be  remedied, 
itil  the  proceedings  in  the  Masters'  offices 
thoroughly  reformed.  In  Ireland,  Sir 
Bdhrard  Sngden,  when  Lord  Chancellor, 
had  done  tiiis  to  a  great  extent.  They 
WHb  there  required,  as  far  as  they  could, 
to  eontinue  die  proceedings  de  die  in  diem 


until  concluded.  Whether  that  system 
were  still  in  operation,  he  did  not  know. 
But,  at  all  events,  he  knew  that  it  was  a 
good  one.  With  respect  to  these  changes* 
he  thought  that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Solicitor  General  would  do  well  if  he 
would  send  the  Bill  before  a  Select  Commit- 
tee previously  to  its  coming  before  the 
House  for  discussion.  And  when  the  time 
for  discussing  it  came,  he  trusted  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  attend,  and  not  leave  it 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  lawyers.  By  tho- 
roughly debating  it,  it  might  then  be  sent 
forth  in  a  more  perfect  state. 
Leave  given. 

REGISTRATION  OF  DEEDS  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said,  he 
now  rose  to  ask  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  registration 
in  Ireland.  He  must,  in  the  first  instance, 
explain  the  peculiar  defects  of  the  present 
system,  and  then  he  would  state  what  was 
the  remedy  he  proposed.  The  House 
would  observe,  that  the  question  of  regis- 
tration was  different  in  England  and  in 
Ireland.  In  England,  with  the  exception 
of  Yorkshire  and  Middlesex,  there  was  no 
proper  system  of  registration.  In  Ireland 
there  was  a  very  stringent  system;  but  it 
contained  several  important  defects,  which 
it  was  the  object  of  the  present  Bill  to  re- 
medy. In  considering  what  registration 
should  be,  the  important  point  was  that  you 
should  have  a  register  of  every  document 
and  every  fact  connected  with  every  person 
who  had  dealt  with  the  land,  and  that  those 
facts  should  be  easily  ascertained.  The 
defects  of  the  Irish  register  were,  that  the 
mode  of  registering  was  exceedingly  inac- 
curate, and  that  the  facts  were  most  diffi- 
cult to  be  got  at.  What  was  registered  in 
the  first  instance  was  a  memorial  of  the 
deed.  He  had  not  found  that  there  was 
any  desire  to  suppress  facts  in  those  me- 
morials, but  the  persons  registering  only 
inscribed  what  they  thought  material,  leav- 
ing you  to  ascertain  the  facts  you  might 
require  as  you  best  could.  The  great  ob- 
ject in  a  register  was  to  obtain  an  entire 
disclosure  of  the  transaction;  but  in  the 
present  register  you  had  it  only  mentioned 
that  certain  persons  had  dealt  with  the 
land.  There  were  no  means  of  establish- 
ing their  identity,  nor  was  any  description 
of  the  lands  given;  so  that  whether  the 
whole  lands  had  been  dealt  with  or  only 
part,  or  whether  other  lands  had  been  in- 
cluded, you  had  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
These  difficulties  arose  from  the  nature  of 
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the  indices  kept  in  the  Masters*  offices. '  better  to  abolish  the  system  of  registration 
Now,  unless  you  had  a  register  which  in  Ireland  altogether.  Ho  would  now  state 
gave  you  the  particulars  of  every  deed  the  remedies  which  he  proposed.  He 
likely  to  affect  you»  such  register  was  only  should  mention,  however,  that  the  plan 
calcolated  to  be  a  snare  to  the  purchasers  upon  which  they  proceeded  was  founded 
of  land;  and  it  would  be  better  to  have  no  to  some  extent  on  that  which  was  adopted 
register  at  all.  To  the  Irish  register  as  at  by  a  gentleman,  now  unhappily  deceased, 
present  kept,  there  were  two  indices — an  who  was  an  eminent  member  of  the  Real 
index  of  names  and  an  index  of  places.  Property  Commission,  Mr.  Duval,  and  who, 
The  difficulties  in  the  index  of  names  were  it  might  be  remembered,  had  prepared  a 
so  great  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  Bill  for  registering  all  property  in  England 
establish  the  identity  of  the  name  on  the  and  Wales.  But  it  was  thought,  that  in 
register  with  the  person  who  had  dealt  some  respects  the  machinery  of  that  Bill 
with  the  land.  Perhaps,  in  corroboration  was  cumbersome,  and  inadequate  to  meet 
of  this  view,  he  miglit  quote  a  short  ex-  the  object  in  view.  Therefore  in  some 
tract  from  the  repoi-t  of  the  Committee  on  particulars  the  plan  of  that  meaanre  had 
real  property.  [The  hon.  and  learned  been  departed  from.  It  was  proposed  by 
Gentleman  here  read  the  extract,  the  effect  the  measure  he  was  about  to  introdiwe,  to 
of  which  was  to  show  that  the  frequent  re-  make  use,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  trigonOf 
currence  of  common  names  on  the  register, '  metrical  survey  which  had  been  nsade  is 
rendered  the  establishment  of  identity  very  .  Ireland  by  the  Ordnance  Department,  ier 
difficult,  and,  in  some  cases,  impossible.]  the  purpose  of  forming  a  complete  land 
Under  these  circumstances,  wherever  the  index.  They  proposed  to  make  use  of  the 
title  was  complicated,  the  expense  of  search  maps  which  had  been  prepared  under  that 
was  enormous.  On  the  index  of  the  Mid- !  survey,  and  to  provide  tliat  the  commifrr 
dlesex  register  there  were  50  pages  occu-  j  sioners,  or  whoever  should  have  the  mant 
pied  with  one  letter,  and  only  39  different  ■  agement  of  that  registration,  should  have 
names  in  the  whole.  A  search  conse*  |  indices  based  on  those  maps — that  was  to 
qucntly  sometimes  occupied  ten  days,  and  say,  taking  any  particular  county,  and  in 
cost  2002.  or  3002.  In  some  cases,  when  such  county  any  particular  barony,  aad 
the  name  was  a  common  one,  the  estab-  descending  to  the  townlands  and  the  aab- 
lishment  of  identity  became  impossible,  denominations  to  the  property  to  be  regis? 
The  index  of  places  also,  when  improperly  tered,  and  so  make  a  regular  index  of  all 
managed,  became  a  great  evil.  The  origi-  in  reference  to  the  map.  In  that  ^aae 
nal  statute  establishing  a  register  of  lands  \  they  would  have  figures  or  letters  whieh 
in  Ireland,  the  6th  Anne,  c.  2,  evidently  '  would  correspond  with  those  on  the  map 
contemplated  a  very  complete  system  of  to  describe  the  particular  part  of  the  koa, 
registration,  for  it  enacted,  that  a  calendar  and  the  division  in  which  it  was  placed. 
of  the  lands  should  be  appended,  giving  the  I  Then  he  proposed  to  have  a  reference  from 
baronies  and  all  other  necessary  details.  |  this  land  index  to  another  index,  which 
That,  however,  had  not  been  the  practice  should  be  called  an  index  of  titles,  in  which 
with  the   Irish  register,   but  merely  the :  the  letters  and  figures  would  correspond 


keeping  an  index  of  the  lands  from  year  to 
year;  the  result  was,  that  it  never  oould  be 
ascertained  whether  the  property  had  been 
dealt  with  without  making  what  was  called 
the  negative  search,  and  ascertaining  the 
names  of  all  persons  who  might  have  an  in-   land,  barony,  or  county.     By  this  means 


with  the  first,  and  whieh  would  abow  the 
manner  in  which  the  land  had  been  dealt 
with — that  was,  it  would  there  appear  that 
A  B,  for  instance,  had  bought  or  sold  to 
C  D  a  certain  property,  in  a  certain  town- 


terest  in  the  property.  The  expense  of 
this  was  often  enormous.  Mr.  Pierce  Ma- 
honey  had,  in  his  evidence,  instanced  one 
search  of  which  the  cost  was  2,0002.  This 
operated  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  dis- 
pose of  small  properties  at  all,  the  expense 
of  search  being  the  same  with  a  property 
worth  half  a  million  and  one  worth  half  a 
thousand.     Who  would  think  of  selling  a 


a  fuU  index  of  all  particulars  relating  to 
the  property,  and  a  ready  reference  to  the 
deed  in  the  office,  would  be  obtained.  la 
this  index  of  title  they  proceeded  very 
much  on  the  plan  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Duval, 
iu  his  Bill.  Where  two  properties  after- 
wards became  united,  the  one  being  in  one 
index  and  another  in  another,  a  new  head- 
ing might  be  opened,  so  as  to  bring  them 


property  worth  5002.  if  the  expense  of '  together.  He  would  not  go  further  into 
searches  was  to  be  from  3002.  to  4002.  ?  :  these  matters  of  detail,  but  might  state 
This  evil  was  so  groat,  that  it  was  a  matter  generally  that  the  Bill  proceeded  in  this 
for  consideration  whether  or  no  it  would  be  respect  on  the  principle  of  a  led<*er  accouni 
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fehonld  be  first  an  index  of  land,  to 
show  what  the  property  was,  which  would 
be  tested  bj  an  index  of  title.  It  would 
alao  be  necessary  to  have  a  further  index 
wliere  the  alnlity  to  deal  with  the  land  was 
temporarilj  or  permanently  suspended,  as, 
lor  inBtance,  in  the  case  of  the  grantor 
dying,  and  some  person  coming  forward  to 
claim  the  property  or  any  part  of  it,  either 
in  the  character  of  heir  or  devisee.  In 
ihrnt  ease  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  an 
index  of  wills  with  reference  to  the  testa- 
tor's name,  and  the  day  on  which  the  will 
was  registered .  Any  person  then  could 
leadily  ascertain  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  testator,  and  what  title  was  given 
mder  the  will.  In  this  country  there  was 
a  tnoat  perfect  system  of  registration  of 
wiUs,  which  had  been  framed  for  fiscal 
jnuposea  only,  under  which  any  will  could 
be  ronnd  in  a  moment,  together  with  the 
name  of  the  testator  and  executors.  And 
the  experience  of  that  system  in  this  coun- 
try indnced  him  to  propose  its  extension  to 
Ireland.  Another  case  of  disability  must 
alao  be  provided  for,  as  that  of  bankrupts 
tut  insolvents.  An  index  of  such  names 
ironld  enable  persons  to  ascertain  without 
mneh  difficulty  how  land  had  been  dealt 
with  mider  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  and 
whether  any  person  who  claimed  to  deal 
with  the  land  had  a  right  to  do  so.  The 
Honse  would  be  aware  that  there  were  in- 
Btanoea  in  which  the  surface  of  the  land 
might  be  in  the  possession  of  one  person, 
and  that  rights  arising  out  of  the  same 
property  might  be  vested  in  others — as  in 
the  ease  of  mines — and  if  they  had  only 
each  an  index  as  he  had  stated,  they  would 
hare  an  account  only  of  how  the  surface 
had  been  dealt  with;  but  under  another 
letter  he  proposed  to  provide  the  means  of 
aaeertaining  how  the  minerals  or  any  rent- 
eharge  arising  out  of  the  land,  which  law- 

C termed  incorporeal  hereditaments,  had 
dealt  with.  It  was  proposed  also  that 
the  doenments  which  were  registered  under 
Ibis  Bin,  should  have  priority  over  all  other 
kegiiBtntion  documents;  for  if  the  doctrine 
of  notice,  as  it  was  called  by  the  courts  of 
equity,  were  allowed  to  intervene,  it  would 
pot  mn  end  to  any  efficient  system  of  regis- 
tration whatever.  It  was  proposed  to  put 
an  end  to  the  doctrine  of  notices,  decrees 
ef  eoort,  civil-bill  processes,  and  the  like; 
and  it  would  be  open  for  any  person  to 
naoertain  at  once  the  true  history  of  the 
land  lie  was  about  to  purchase  without 
ififfionlty  or  expense.  It  was  the  more 
Iniportani  that  such  a  provision  should  be 
now  that  the  Act  for  the  sale  of  en- 


cumbered estates  was  in  operation,  as  un- 
der that  Act  a  clear  and  unencumbered 
title  would  be  given;  and  as  it  was  impor- 
tant to  preserve  it,  they  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  now  by  this  sys-* 
tem  of  registration,  which  he  believed 
would  remove  the  evils  which  existed  un- 
der the  present  system,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  perfect  facilities  of  ascertaining 
the  real  title  of  the  property  so  as  to  make 
it  a  marketable  commodity  in  the  hands  of 
the  owner.  That  was  the  object  of  the 
measure,  and  under  it  he  believed  it  would 
no  longer  be  necessary  to  have  those  volu- 
minous and  complicated  deeds  which  in 
Ireland  far  exceeded  anything  that  was 
known  in  this  country,  extending  as  it 
often  did  to  several  sets  of  deeds  executed 
by  several  sets  of  parties  for  the  convey- 
ance of  one  estate.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  introduce  the  measure^ 
and  they  would  hereafter  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  details  as  to  how 
far  they  bore  out  the  statement  he  had 
made,  and  the  objects  the  Government  had 
in  view. 

Leave  given. 

JUDGMENTS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  again 
rose  and  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  laws  concerning  judgments 
in  Ireland.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  he 
brought  in  a  measure  on  the  subject  of 
judgments,  founded  on  the  report  of  the 
Receivers  Committee,  which  contained 
much  valuable  information.  The  evils  of 
the  law  respecting  judgments  in  Ireland 
were  of  two  descriptions — the  one  as  it 
affected  the  due  management  of  land,  and 
the  other  as  it  affected  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  it.  By  the  existing  system,  a 
receiver  might  be  appointed  by  any  person 
who  bad  obtained  a  judgment  against  the 
owner  of  the  land,  subject  only  to  the 
limit  of  1501.,  under  the  Bill  of  last  year. 
He  proposed  by  the  present  meaures  that 
the  judgment  should  not  be  a  lien  on  the 
land  in  the  hands  of  the  judgment-credi- 
tor. Judgments  were  originally  intended 
as  nothing  more  than  a  means  of  enabling 
a  man  to  obtain  payment  of  a  debt  which 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him.  If 
the  judgment  was  not  discharged,  execu- 
tion might  issue,  the  land  might  be  sold, 
the  creditor  would  get  paid,  and  the  re- 
medy was  complete.  But  unless  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  Commission  were  made 
permanent,  there  was  now  no  machinery 
'  in  Ireland  by  which  this  could  be  accom- 
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plished.     As  that  Coinnii8Bion»  under  the 
Act  which  established  it,  was  limited  to 
three  years'  duration,  it  would  not  do  in  a 
measure  of  this  kind  to  adopt  that  mode  of 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  debt.     At 
present  the  judgment-creditor  had  a  gene- 
ral charge  on  the  whole  of  the  lands,  and 
it  was  now  proposed  that  he  should  have 
the  power  of  registering  his  judgment,  and 
saying  on  what  lands  or  what  part  of  the 
property   it   should   apply;    and   then,  it 
should  have  the  same  effect  as  a  mortgage 
in  fee.    The  judgment-creditor  would  have 
all  the  rights  of  a  mortgagee,  as  against 
the  particular  lands  specified,  while   the 
evils  which  now  prevented  the  sale  of  any 
part  of  the  property  would  be  removed.   It 
was  also  proposed  that  no  judgment  should 
affect  lands  purchased  subsequently,  and 
that  the  creditor  should  only  register  his 
judgment  as  against  the  land  belonging  to 
the  debtor  at  the  time  of  the  judgment. 
It  was  proposed  also  to  provide  that  exist- 
ing judgments   should   not  be  a  charge 
upon  any  land  bought  by  the  judgment- 
debtor,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.   This 
was  a  provision  which  he  was  aware  was 
open  to  doubt  and  question,  but  he  thought 
that  the  House  would  see  the  importance  of 
carrying  it  into  effect.      In  the  first  place, 
such  land  could  have  formed  no  portion  of 
the  original  contract  between  the  debtor 
and  creditor — the  creditor  could  only  have 
expected  to  have  a  charge  upon  that  land 
which  the  debtor  possessed  at  the  time  the 
debt    was    contracted.     If    the    opposite 
principle   were   acted   upon,    see  how    it 
would  operate  under  the  Encumbered  Es- 
tates Act.     Suppose  a  person  purchased 
an  estate,  and  obtained  a  title  under  that 
Commission,  as  he  would  do,  which  was 
good  against  the  world;  but  having  pur- 
chased, he  desired  to  sell :   the  moment 
he  did  so,  however,  all  the  evils  of  the 
Irish   system  came  again  into  operation. 
Supposing  his  name  to  be  John  Smith,  the 
registrar  would  find,  perhaps,  fifty  John 
Smiths  having  judgments  against  them, 
and   he   would  have  to   give  satisfactory 
proof  in  each  of  these  cases  to  the  pur- 
chaser, that  each  of  these  judgments  was 
not  against  him.     If  the  party  resided  in 
this  country,  how  could  ho  know,  for  in- 
stance, that  John  Smith,  now  of  Oxford- 
street,  was  not  the  John  Smith,  of  Hol- 
bom,  in  1835,  against  whom  he  saw  a 
judgment  marked.     This,  obviously,  would 
prevent  the  lands  purchased  under  that 
eommiBsion  being  as  available  in  the  mar- 
ket aa  they  should  be,  and  no  other  re- 
medy oecorrred  to  him  than  to  provide  that 


existing  judgments  should  not  be  a  charge 
upon  the  land  bought  subsequent  to  ihe 
passing  of  the  Act,  or  some  other  stated 
period.  Another  evil  in  Ireland  was,  that 
judgments  were  only  required  to  be  regis- 
ter^ every  twenty  years.  In  this  country 
they  must  be  registered  eyery  five  years, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why,  in  this  respect* 
the  law  of  the  two  countries  should  not  be 
assimilated.  He  should,  however,  be 
willing  to  accede,  if  it  was  thought  more 
advisable,  to  a  period  between  the  two, 
though  he  should  prefer  to  subsUtnte  the 
five  for  the  twenty.  But  this  was  not  all 
the  difficulty.  Under  the  recent  Act  it 
had  been  held,  though  no  decision  had  been 
given,  that  the  judgment  as  the  law  stood 
was  a  charge  on  the  land  of  the  judgment- 
debtor,  and  a  judgment  against  the  judg* 
ment-debtor  was  a  judgment  against  the 
same  land  only  once  removed.  Thii  doc- 
trine, if  it  once  prevailed,  might  go  on  od  ta- 
finitum,  so  that  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible to  make  such  a  title  good.  He 
proposed  to  introduce  a  declaratory  dause, 
to  say  that  that  was  not  the  meaning  of 
the  Act  in  question,  and  that  a  judgment 
on  the  land,  as  against  A,  shoidd  not  be 
deemed  as  a  judgment  against  B.  Such 
were  the  general  provisions  of  the  measures 
he  had  to  propose,  and  of  which  he  should 
be  happy  to  give  any  further  explanation 
that  might  be  required. 

Mr.  NAPIER  admitted  the  desirable- 
ness of  assimilating  the  law  of  the  two 
countries  in  regard  to  the  registrations  of 
judgments.  The  remedy  proposed  as  to 
future  judgments  was  somewhat  startling. 
At  present  the  judgment  stood  against  all 
parties  as  the  security  to  the  creditor,  and 
in  Ireland  it  was  the  commonest  kind  of 
security ;  but  it  was  now  proposed  to  alter 
the  law  in  this  respect  altogether.  He 
thought  some  prorision  should  be  intro- 
duced with  regard  to  costs,  for  he  had 
known  cases  where  large  estates  had  been 
brought  into  court  at  the  instance  of  one 
judgment-creditor  to  a  small  amount,  a 
receiver  appointed,  and  the  estate  saddled 
with  the  costs. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  conceived  that  the  laws 
of  the  two  countries  should  be  assimilated 
as  far  as  possible,  especially  those  relating 
to  real  property.  He  thought  it  advisable 
to  discourage  as  far  as  possible  the  prao- 
tice  of  placing  encumbered  estates  in  the 
hands  of  court  receivers,  and  that  it  wonld 
be  advisable  to  substitute  for  it  increased 
facilities  for  the  conversion  of  that  land,  in 
order  to  pay  off  the  debts.  It  was  the 
interest  of   both   the   creditor  and   the 
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debtor,  that  whatever  security  was  given 
for  money  due,  should  bo  as  convertible  as 
possible.  It  would  bo  desirable  also,  he 
thought,  to  introduce  into  Ireland  that 
which  was  at  present  unknown  there — the 
system  of  foreclosure,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  the  practice  of  creditors'  suits. 
Leave  given. 

CEYLON. 

Mb.  ha  WES  moved  for  the  reappoint- 
ment of  the  Select  Committee  of  last  Ses- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  grievances  com- 
plained of  in  Ceylon. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

••  That  a  Select  Committeo  be  appointed,  to  in- 

2«ira  into  the  grievances  complained  of  in  Ceylon, 
ft  connexion  with  the  administration  and  govern- 
ment of  that  Colony,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
whether  any  measures  can  be  adopted  for  the  ro- 
dreee  of  any  grievances  of  which  there  may  bo 
■hown  just  reason  to  complain  ;  and,  also,  whe- 
ther any  measures  can  be  adopted  for  the  better 
aihninistration  and  government  of  that  Depen- 
dency." 

Mb.  HUME  wished  to  know  why  British 
Oniana  had  been  left  out  of  the  Motion  this 
year? 

Mr.  ha  WES  said,  that  the  Committee 
of  last  Session  having  made  a  report  on 
thai  colony,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  rea- 
son for  instituting  further  inquiries  respect- 
ing it. 

Mb.  BAILLIE  :  Sir,  before  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  is  agreed  to,  I  wish 
to  trespass  for  a  short  time  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  Perhaps  I  ought  to 
apologise  for  alluding,  in  the  first  place,  to 
a  matter  in  some  degree  personal  to  my- 
self, but  as  it  affects  the  privileges  of  this 
Hoose*  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  doing 
so.  Among  the  papers  presented  to  the 
Honse  by  the  Colonial  Ofificc,  with  reference 
to  the  eolony  of  British  Guiana,  there  are 
two  despatches  from  the  Governor  of  that 
odkxny,  in  which  the  Governor  and  also  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  colony,  take  upon 
themselves  to  criticise  a  speech  said  to 
kATe  been  delivered  by  me  in  this  House, 
and  which  they  allege  to  have  quoted  from 
the  Times  newspaper.  The  Governor  of 
British  Guiana  not  only  charges  me  with 
huHScnracy,  hut  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that 
the  efatzges  made  by  me  in  this  House 
M  to  the  official  salaries  in  British  Guiana 
■ut  have  been  made  with  the  intention 
of  deeeiTing.  That  is  a  grave  charge  to 
owke  against  a  Member  of  this  House; 
hvtit  is  a  still  graver  charge  against  Her 
li^ealBy's  Government;  for  it  so  happens 
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that  the  statement  made  by  me  on  the  oc- 
casion referred  to,  with  respect  to  the  offi- 
cial salaries  in  British  Guiana,  was  made 
from  a  document   furnished  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.     It  would  never  have  occurred 
to  me  to  charge  the  Colonial  Office  with  a 
wilful  intention  to  deceive.    I  should  never 
for  a  moment  have  supposed  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for   the 
Colonies  would  have  willingly  misled  any 
person.      But  Governor  Barkly  has  made 
this  charge,  and  I  suppose  that  he  must  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  that 
department  of  the  Government  than  I  can 
be.  The  facts  are  these.  A  friend  of  mine, 
a  proprietor  in  British  Guiana,  was  anxious 
to  ascertain  the  mode  in  which  the  revenue 
of  that  colony  was  disposed  of.     He  had 
no  means  of  obtaining  the  information  ex- 
cept by  application  to  the  Colonial  Office. 
I  wrote  a  letter,  therefore,  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Colonies, 
requesting  to  know  whether,  as  a  proprie- 
tor in  British  Guiana,  and  as  one  having 
an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  furnish   me 
with  a  correct  return  of  all  official  salaries 
in  the  colony.    An  obliging  answer  was  re- 
turned, to  say  that  the  return  should  be 
furnished  me;  and  in  process  of  time  I  re- 
ceived the  document  in  question.     Now, 
Sir,  I  was  aware  myself  that  there  were 
some  not  very  unimportant  inaccuracies  in 
that  document;   and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  will 
remember,  when  I  asked  him  to  have  that 
document  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House, 
I  stated  that  I  believed  it  to  be  inaccurate, 
and  I  requested  that  he  would  correct  cer- 
tain inaccuracies  in  it.     But  what  was  the 
'  hon.  Gentleman's  answer  ?     Why,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  inaccuracies;  that  he 
had  given  out  the  document  as  he  had  re- 
ceived it  from  the  colony;  that  if  there 
were  inaccuracies  in  it,  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  but  of  the  authorities 
I  in  the  colony  who  furnished  it;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  to 
alter  it.     So  that  I  have  been  accused  by 
the  Governor  of  those  blunders  and  mistakes 
for  which  the  Governor  himself  and  those 
acting  under  him  are  alone  to  blame.  I  must 
now.  Sir,  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  breach  of  privilege  which  I 
think  has  been  committed.  I  wish  to  know, 
;  Sir,    whether   this   House    sanctions   the 
I  practice  that  speeches  made  by  the  Mem- 
I  hers  of  this  House  are  to  be  answered,  not 
,  by  hon.  Gentlemen  whose  official  duty  it  is 
I  p 
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to  answer  them  in  tbeir  place  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  by  governors  in  distant  colonies, 
and  that  answers  should  afterwards  be 
published  in  blue  books  at  the  expense  of 
the  country  ?  If  what  I  stated  was  inac- 
curate,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
to  correct  my  mis-statement,  and  expose 
my  answer.  If  he  could  not  do  so,  it  must 
be  assumed  that  he  is  unfit  for  the  situa- 
tion in  the  Government  he  occupies;  but 
we  know,  however,  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  perfectly  well  qualified  to  dis- 
charge the  post  he  fills.  But  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  nor  correct  mv  state- 
ment,  I  think  it  must  be  inferred  that 
he  knew  that  what  I  stated  was  sub- 
stantially correct.  At  all  events  he  knew 
that  the  statements  I  made  were  made 
from  documents  furnished  by  himself.  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty.  Sir,  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  House,  not  on  ac- 
count, however,  of  the  paltry  attack  made 
against  me,  although  made  in  terms  so 
gross,  but  because  I  think  that  what  I 
shall  state  to  the  House  will  convince  it 
that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  in  his  eagerness  to  make  a 
charge  of  inaccuracy  against  me,  has  only 
brought  disgrace  on  the  department  over 
which  he  presides.  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  bring  this  matter  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  because  I  think 
the  practice  of  the  Colonial  Office  a  most 
objectionable  one,  and  one  which,  if  perse- 
yered  in,  will  lead  to  great  public  inconve- 
nience ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  that  some 
expression  on  the  part  of  this  House  will 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  it.  But,  Sir,  be- 
fore I  leave  the  subject  of  Guiana,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  one  or  two 
questions  with  respect  to  that  colony. 
The  House  will  remember  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  lost  no  opportunity,  in  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament,  of  expressing  the 
great  satisfaction  he  had  derived  from  the 
report  of  the  Guiana  Committee.  He 
stated  that  the  report  entirely  coincided 
with  his  own  views,  and  with  those  of  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
Office;  and  that  he  so  entirely  approved  of 
it  that  he  would  send  it  out  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Guiana  with  instructions  for  him  to 
act  upon  it.  I  now  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  any  of  the  recommendations 
of  that  Committee  have  been  acted  upon  ? 
There  were  about  three  recommendations 
offered  in  the  report,  which  was  certainly 
as  meagre  a  one  as  could  well  be.     The 


first  recommendation  was,  that  the  salary 
of  the  Governor  should  be  reduced.  Now, 
I  wish  to  ask  whether  that  reduction  has 
been  effected  ?  The  second  recommenda- 
tion was,  that  a  searching  inouiiy  should 
be  instituted  with  respect  to  the  improper 
appointments  made  by  the  late  Govemor. 
I  wish  also  to  ask  whether  that  recom- 
mendation has  been  attended  to  ?  The 
third  recommendation  was,  that  an  altera- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  constitution  of 
British  Guiana,  but  that  it  should  be  car- 
ried into  effect  in  friendly  concert  with  the 
colonial  authorities.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  that  recommen- 
dation has  been  attended  to  ?  We  are  in- 
formed that  the  alteration  has  been  made 
in  the  constitution  of  British  Guiana;  but, 
so  far  from  the  alteration  having  been  car- 
ried out  in  friendly  concert  with  the  colo- 
nial authorities,  the  measure  was  forced 
through  the  Court  of  Policy  bj  official 
votes,  every  one  of  the  dected  members 
voting  against  it.  The  measure  was  car- 
ried by  the  double  vote  of  the  Governor, 
and  it  became  law,  and  the  consequence 
was  that,  owing  to  the  violence  used, 
every  elected  member  resigned  his  seat, 
and  new  members  had  to  be  elected.  I 
will  not  now  enter  into  the  merits  of  that 
report — there  may  be  another  opportunity 
for  doing  sq  ;  but  I  say  that  the  measure 
has  been  carried  in  the  manner  I  have 
described,  in  direct  contempt  and  yiolation 
of  the  Committee,  and  notwithstanding 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  told  the  House 
last  Session  that  he  had  sent  out  orders 
that  these  recommendations  should  be  at- 
tended to.  1  trust  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  give  some  explanation 
as  to  these  circumstances  ;  and  I  will 
therefore  leave  British  Guiana,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  case  of  Ceylon.  The  House 
will  remember  that  the  Ceylon  Committee 
made  their  report  at  the  very  close  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament — at  a  period 
when,  I  think  it  will  be  no  exaggeration  to 
say,  all  the  independent  Members  of  this 
House  had  left  town,  and  there  only  re- 
mained those  whose  dutv,  as  the  official 
supporters  of  the  Government,  it  was  to 
bring  to  a  close  the  routine  business  of  the 
House.  It  was  under  these  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances that  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  thought  it  becom- 
ing to  offer  a  most  unusual  insult  to  the 
Committee,  by  forcing  his  official  support- 
ers to  give  a  direct  negative  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  after  I,  as  chainnan, 
had  consented  to  withdraw  it.     But  eien 
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under  these  peculiar  circumstances  the 
noble  Lord  thought  it  necessary,  at  all 
erents,  to  make  a  show  of  fair  dealing ; 
and  he  stated  that  if  the  Committee  would 
again  reassemble,  and  name  the  witnesses 
it  might  be  necessary  to  send  over  to  Cey- 
lon for,  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
take  care  that  those  witnesses  should  be 
in  attendance  when  Parliament  met,  and 
that  Committee  should  be  reappointed. 
In  consequence  of  this  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Committee  were  induced  to 
reasBemble — very  much,  I  am  bound  to 
■aj,  against  the  opinion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Montrose,  who  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  Committee  had  been 
insulted  in  a  way  that  no  Committee  had 
been  ever  insulted  before,  and  who,  there- 
fore, objected  to  proceeding  any  further 
in  the  business.  I  thought,  I  confess, 
that  the  vote  of  that  Committee  was  the 
Tote  of  the  official  supporters  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  not  the  recorded 
sense  of  the  House  of  CoAiraons.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  induced  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  to  proceed,  and  the 
Committee  reassembled ;  but  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  House  that  the  Committee 
eoold  not  comply  with  the  request  which 
came  from  the  noble  Lord.  It  was  impos- 
■ible  that  the  Committee  should  name  the 
witnesses.  For  what  were  the  facts  of 
the  case  ?  Certain  charges  of  a  grave 
and  serious  nature  had  been  made  against 
the  Governor  of  Ceylon  by  parties  re- 
siding in  the  island.  It  was,  therefore, 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  ascertain 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  charges, 
without  calling  on  the  parties  who  made 
them  to  bring  forward  evidence  to  support 
them.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Committee  certainly  named  two  witnesses, 
but  thej  were  named  at  random.  Feeling  ! 
their  inability  to  name  the  required  wit- 
nesses, the  J  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

**  Rctolved — ^That  the  Chairman  be  authorised 
■id  veqaested  to  communicate  with  Iler  Majesty's 
Seeietary  of  State,  as  to  the  necessary  witnesses  ! 
to  be  ordered  homo  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Caaunittee  %o  be  appointed  in  the  ensuing  Ses- 


That  resolution  was  proposed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Montrose,  and,  in 
proposing  it,  he  explained  its  object.  He 
told  the  Committee  that  the  object  of  ij; 
was  to  enable  the  chairman  to  write  out  to 
the  parties  in  Ceylon,  in  order  to  ascertain 
from  them  the  names  of  the  witnesses, 
whieh  should  be  afterwards  communicated 


to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  resolu- 
lution  was  agreed  to  unanimously.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  represented  the  Colo- 
nial Office,  I  have  no  objection  to  state, 
said  that  it  was  quite  right  that  the  chair- 
man should  communicate  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  So  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose  and  myself  were  left  under 
the  impression  and  conviction  that  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Committee  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. It  was  under  that  impression 
that  in  the  month  of  November  I  addressed 
the  following  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  : — 

"  The  rr6,  St.  Albans,  Nov.  28,  1849.  . 
"  My  Lord — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Committee  whicli  sat  during  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of 
Ceylon  and  British  Guiana,  in  which  I  was  re- 
quired to  apply  to  your  Lordship  to  procure  the 
attendance  of  witnesses  from  Ceylon,  for  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  inquiry  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion, I  beg  now  to  state  that  it  will  be  necessary, 
in  addition  to  the  testimony  of  the  Queen*s  Advo- 
cate and  Captain  Watson,  named  by  the  Commit- 
tee, to  obtain  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Braybrooke,  and  Lieutenant  Henderson,  of  the 
Ceylon  Rifles ;  of  E.  S.  Waring,  Esq.,  police 
magistrate,  and  Mr.  John  Selby,  advocate ;  and 
I  have  therefore  to  request  that  your  Lordship 
will  have  the  goodness  to  order  these  gentlemen 
to  repair  to  England  without  delay,  so  that  they 
may  bo  able  to  attend  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
meeting  of  Parliament.  —  I  have  the  honour,  Ac. 

"  IIexrt  Baillie." 

In  answer  to  that  letter,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from   the  Colonial 

Office:— 

**  Colonial  Office,  Downing-street, 
Dec.  3,  1849. 
*•  Sir — I  am  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult., 
requesting  his  Lordship  to  procure  the  attendance 
of  the  gentlemen  you  name,  as  witnesses  from 
Ceylon,  in  addition  to  those  already  required  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament  which 
in  the  last  Session  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  grievances  of  Ceylon  and  British  Guiana;  and 
1  am  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  that 
resolution,  the  two  gentlemen  therein  named  were 
directed  to  repair  to  England  to  give  evidence, 
and  that  his  Lordship,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
formed the  Governor  of  Ceylon  that  the  expense 
which  will  be  thus  occasioned  will  bo  defrayed 
from  the  funds  granted  by  Parliament  to  meet  the 
charges  of  Parliamentary  inquiries.  But  I  am  to 
add,  that  as  Lord  Grey  is  not  aware  that  a  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  possesses  the  power  of  dele- 
gating to  its  Chairman  the  power  of  determining 
what  witnesses  are  to  be  called  for,  his  Lordship 
does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty,  without  the  ox- 
press  authority  of  the  Committee,  to  incur  the 
heavy  expense  which  would  be  occasioned  by  di- 
recting the  attendance  of  additional  witnesses 
whose  names  you  have  given. — 1  have  the  honour 
to  be,  Ac. 

(Signed)         **  Herman  Merivalx." 

P2 


"Pembroke  Lodge, Dec.  11,  1849. 
*'  Sir — ^When  I  assented  to  the  proposal  that 
the  Committee  should  name  the  persons  whom  it 
was  necessary  to  summon  from  Gejlon,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  should  give  the  neoessary 
orders  for  their  attendance  in  this  country,  it  was 
not  intimated  that  the  ohairman  should  be  en- 
trusted with  the  sole  authority  of  naming  the  wit- 
nesses on  behalf  of  the  Committee.  Lord  Grey 
has  therefore  properly  declined  to  comply  with  this 
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After  reading  that  letter,  I  concluded  that 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
Department  had  not  been  thoroughly  or 
completely  informed  as  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  this  House.  It  did  not  appear 
that  ho  was  aware  of  the  assurance  which 
had  been  given  that  these  witnesses  should 
be  sent  for;  and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 

address  the  following  letter  to   the  noble  !  delegated  authonty,  which,  after  all,  perhaps. 
Lord  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown  : —      not  meant  by  the  Committee  to  extend  beyond  a 

power  of  communicating  with  the  Secretary  of 

"  The  Pr6,  St.  Albans,  Dec.  9,  1849.        ^^^»  ^I}^  ^^^  °o*  i^P^y  »  power  of  giving  orders 
"  My  Lord—In  the  debate  which  took  place    *<>  *»^«  Secretary  of  State,  which  njight  occasion 
upon  the  report  of  the  Ceylon  Committee  during  ■  S^^^  expense  and  mconvemence.---I  have  the  ho- 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  your  Lordship,  in  ;  ^^^  ^  ^'  *«•  ^'  Russell. 

objecting  to  the  proposal  of  sending  a  Commission 

of  Inquiry  to  Ceylon,  stated  that  the  Government  '  Now,  if  I  had  not  expected  that  every  faci- 
would  be  willing  to  procure  the  attendance  of  any  i  Hty  for  obtaining  evidence  would  be  given, 
witnesses  who  might  be  necessary  for  the  further  |  i^   ^8  well  as  the  hon.   Member  for  Mon- 

rZTndelir"  hT  Com  JiTcTp^  !  t^^^^^^^ 

a  unanimous  resolution.  *That  the  chairman  be  m  this  mquiry;  but  the  House  must  now 
authorised  and  requested  to  communicate  with  see  that  the  result  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  as  to  the  ncces-  i  Government  is  to  protract  the  inquiry  in  all 
saiT  witnesses  to  be  ordered  home  to  give  evidence  probability  beyond  the  present  Session  of 
before  the  Committee  to  be  appomtcd  m  the  en-  ^     v  ^  -^  r  n  ^x         i» 

suing  Session.'  In  obedience  to  that  resolution,  I  i'arliament;  as  it  follows  as  a  matter  of 
I  addressed  a  letter  on  the  28th  ult.  to  the  Secre-  I  course,  that  if  the  witnesses  are  not  Bent 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  requesting  that  ^  for,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  proceed  any 
Colonel  Braybrooke.  Lieutenant  Henderson,  Mr.  j  further  with  the  inquiry.  And  now,  Sir. 
Warmg,  and  Mr.  John  Selby,  might  be  ordered  to  -.,  -effard  to  the  futurP  nrftrfipdinira  nf 
repair  to  England  without  delay,  so  that  they  i  X..  /  S*"!"  ^^  tne  lUture  proceedings  ot 
might  be  able  to  attend  the  Committee  as  soon  as  \  *"»8  tommittee,  1  tbmk  it  right  the  House 
possible  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  In  an-  |  should  understand  that  had  theso  witnesses 
swer  to  that  application,  I  have  received  a  letter  ,  been  granted,  I  should  not  have  addressed 
from  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in  ^  word  on  this  occasion.  But  OS  these 
which  I  am  informed  that   *Lord  Grey  is   not       ..  •  ,  i»jTi         .  y      * 

aware  that  a  Parliamentary  Committee  has  the  Witnesses  have  been  refused.  I  do  not  heat- 
power  of  delegating  to  its  chairman  the  power  of  |  *ate  to  declare  my  belief — a  belief  in  which 
determining  what  witnesses  are  to  be  called  for  ;    I  feel  not   the    slightest    doubt    the    hon. 

and  his  Lordship  does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty,  ■  Member  for  Montrose  will   bear  me  out 

withouttheexpres8authorityoftheCommittee.to  ti^^^if  ^^^  inquiry  is  fairly  and  properly 
incur  the  heavy  expense  which  would  be  occasioned  >  .    ,       *    t  ?i.        -^  l'**'r^»V 

by  directing  the  attendance  of  the  additional  wit-  I  carried  out,  it  the  witnesses  we  require  are 
nesses  whose  names  you  have  given.'  I  need  not '  brought  to  this  country,  acts  of  atrocity 
point  out  to  your  Lordship  the  very  great  incon-  will  be  brought  to  light,  compared  with 
venience  which  this  delay  in  sending  for  the  i  ^^ich  the  devices  of  Field-Marshal  Haynau 
witnesses  must  of  necessity  occasion  in  protract-    •      xj  r      i.*  i.  i  i         ^ 

ing  this  painful  inquiry.  It  is  not  for  me  to  pro-  i  ^°  Hungary,  of  which  we  have  heard  so 
nounce  an  opinion  upon  the  course  which  the  Se-  I  n™uch  from  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  may  think  proper  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  will  appear  mild  and 
to  pursue  ;  but  if,  as  I  am  informed.  Sir  E.  Ten- :  merciful;  for  in  Austria  and  Hunffair  no 
nent  and  Colonel  Drought  Imve  been  ordered  prisoner  has  been  put  to  death  who  has  not 
home  to  give  evidence  before  the  Committee,  I  do  '  f  .  •    i  i  ^  •  f        i  i  . 

not  understand  upon  what  ground  a  different  ^^^^  *"®^  ?!  *  tribunal  properly  constitu- 
course  should  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the  wit-  ,  ted  according  to  law,  and  in  which  there 
nesses  whom,  at  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  I  \  have  been  officers  of  rank  presiding^  and 
have  named,  and  whose  attendance  cannot  be  dis-  j  no  sentence  on  a  Hunffarian  has  been  car- 

^^t:rX!^rJl^^n:l\tS''d  '■  i^  •"*<>  -ff-*  ^nthoutthe  approbation  of 
discharge  the  important  duty  that  was  entrusted  t"^  commander-in-chief.  But  what  has 
to  me  ;  and  I  deem  it  to  be  a  part  of  that  duty  to  been  the  ease  in  Ceylon  ?  In  Ceylon  very 
remind  your  Lordship  of  the  understanding  that  few  of  the  persons  put  to  death  were  tried 
every  facility  should  be  affonled  by  the  Govern-  before  tribunals  legally  and  properly  COn- 
ment  for  procuring  the  testimony  ot  the  necessary      x-x   ^   j  •  •        xi.  r     r      J  *'^" 

witnesses  from  Ceylon.— I  have  the  honour,  Ac.       sytuted,  or  comprising  the  necessary  num- 

"  Henkt  Bailue."       oqt  of  officers  required  by  law.     In  some 

cases  courts-martial  in  Ceylon  had  been 
To  that  letter  I  received  the  following  re-  composed  of  three  officers — a  captain  and 
ply  from  the  noble  Lord  : —  two  subalterns — the  officers  being  ignorant 
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of  the  native  language,  and  jet  passing 
sentence  on  the  accused.  In  some  instan- 
ces the  prisoners  were  led  from  the  court 
to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they  suf- 
fered instant  death.  [An  Hon.  Member: 
Have  yon  confirmation  of  that?]  Those 
are  the  facts  which  have  reached  me.  But 
compare  the  two  cases — ahove  all,  compare 
the  provocation  in  them.  In  the  case  of 
Hungary,  a  most  hloody  and  formidahle 
insurrection  had  heen  hrought  to  a  close, 
and  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
Anstrians  had  perished.  In  the  case  of 
Ceylon  there  had  heen  an  unimportant  riot, 
wiUiout  life  or  spirit,  or  any  attempt  at  re- 
sistaiice.  Compare  the  two  cases,  and  then 
tell  me  whether  I  exaggerate  when  I  say 
that,  compared  with  the  proceedings  of 
Ceylon,  those  of  Austria  have  heen  mild 
and  merciful.  And  it  is  for  this  House,  so 
long  accustomed  to  hear  denunciations 
against  the  Austrian  Government,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  is  not  itself,  in  its  legisla- 
tive capacity,  liahle  to  a  charge  for  having 
so  long  tolerated  such  acts  of  atrocity  to  he 
perpetrated  in  the  dominions  of  Ilcr  Ma- 
jesty. We  have  hoard  much  from  the 
hon.  Memher  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire ahout  the  savage  proclamations  of 
Field-Marshal  Haynau  and  others.  But 
listen  to  the  proclamation  I  am  about 
to  read  —  a  proclamation  of  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  officers  in  Ceylon,  entrusted  at 
the  time  with  the  full  and  responsible  power 
of  deciding  the  question  of  life  and  death 
with  respect  to  the  subjects  of  that  colony. 
The  proclamation  is  as  follows  : — 

"  That  unless  all  those  who  have  held  concealed 
the  effects  of  Golahella  Rat^t  Mahatineya,  deliver 
over  to  me  such  property,  or  give  information 
aboDt  the  same  without  delay,  such  persons  shall 
be  killed,  and  their  property  confiscated. 

"  A.  Watsox,  Captain  commanding." 

Kow,  I  ask  the  House,  is  this  a  proclama- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  mad  dogs  or  of 
hmnan  heings  ?    I  confess,  Sir,  when  this 
proelamation  was  first  brought  under  my 
notice  I  was  perfectly  astounded.     I  could 
not  believe  such  a  production  possible,  and 
ihoQgbt  there  must  be  some  mistake.    But 
there  is  no  mistake  about  the  matter.     I ! 
have  in  my  possession  two  of  the  original . 
proclamations  signed  by  Captain  Watson's 
own  hand — proclamations  which  have  re- ! 
caved  the  fnll  sanction  and  cordial  appro- 1 
Intion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and 
those  Gentlemen  who  are  so  ready  to  de- 
Boonoe  Austria  for  her  acts,  are  the  sup- 
porters of  that  Government.      Sir,   I   do 
not  wiih  to  trespass  at  too  great  a  length 


upon  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  might 
enter  into  descriptions  of  burnings  of  vil- 
lages and  confiscations  of  property,  and  so 
forth ;  but  I  will  pass  them  over.  There  is, 
however,  a  little  episode  which  I  think  I 
must  give  to  the  House.  The  officer  who 
carried  martial  law  into  effect  in  Ceylon, 
was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Drought.  The 
commander-in-chief,  General  Smelt,  neve 
having  gone  into  the  disturbed  districts* 
thinking,  I  suppose,  that  the  matter  was 
of  too  trifling  importance  to  require  his 
personal  attendance,  although  I  know  not 
why  his  presence  was  not  necessary,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Drought  was  left  with  two 
or  three  superior  officers  at  Kandy;  and  I 
will  now  show  in  what  a  reckless  manner 
human  life  has  been  sacrificed  in  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Drought  received  information,  at 
Kandy,  that  the  Pretender  had  been  taken 
prisoner;  and  he  immediately  despatched 
an  officer  (Captain  Bird)  with  instructions 
to  try  the  prisoner  by  court-martial,  and 
to  have  him  executed  without  delay.  A 
court-martial  was  accordingly  held  at  Kor- 
negalle.  Captain  Bird  sat  upon  the  court- 
martial,  as  a  junior  officer,  a  superior  being 
present.  The  man  was  convicted,  and 
Captain  Bird,  a  junior  officer,  confirmed 
the  sentence;  and  to  show  the  sense  the 
court-martial  entertained  of  the  heinous 
offence  of  appearing  as  a  Pretender,  the 
man,  whose  name  was  Dingeralle,  was  shot 
within  half  an  hour,  and  his  body,  accord- 
ing to  the  sentence,  was  hung  up  upon  a 
tree  for  four  days.  But  mark  the  conse- 
quence of  this  haste.  In  page  184  of  the 
blue  book  it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  5th 
August,  Colonel  Drought  writes  to  Lord 
Torrington  that  the  Pretender  Dingeralle 
was  tried  yesterday,  convicted,  shot,  and 
hung  from  a  tree.  On  the  14th  August, 
the  Governor  writes  to  Lord  Grey,  nino 
days  after  the  execution,  that  it  was  a 
mistake  in  supposing  that  that  man  was  the 
Pretender  ;  for  he  says — 

"  On  the  4th  instant,  a  man  who  assumed  tho 
titk)  of  King,  and  who  turns  out  to  be  the  older 
brother  of  the  pretended  Kin^,  who  was  crowned 
at  Dambool,  and  who  is  fetill  at  large,  was  cap- 
tured, and  on  the  following  d.ay  tried  by  court- 
martial,  and  shot." 

At  page  206  of  the  blue  book,  it  will  bo 
scon  that  on  the  16th  August,  only  two 
days  afterwards,  the  Governor  writes  to 
Lord  Grey  that  it  had  then  been  found 
that  it  was  a  mistake  in  supposing  not 
only  that  the  unfortunate  man  was  tho 
Pretender,  but  again,  that  it  was  a  mistake 
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in  supposing  that  he  was  even  the  Preten- 
der's brother,  for  ho  says — 

**  NevertbeloBS,  the  pretended  King  is  not  yet 
apprehended,  and  his  brother  who  was  at  first  bc- 
licved  to  have  been  executed  at  Kornegalle,  is 
also  still  at  large,  and  the  prisoner  who  was  shot 
on  that  occasion  was  only  one  of  the  principal  ad- 
herents of  the  impostor." 

Lord  Torrington  writes  to  Lord  Grey  that 
the  pretended  King  was  captured  on  the 
21st  September,  but  that  he  was  neither 
hanged  nor  shot,  but  transported.  So 
that  when  he  finds  that  the  unfortunate 
man  was  neither  the  Pretender  nor  the 
Pretender's  brother,  he  jumps  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  was  at  all  events  an  adhe- 
rent of  the  Pretender,  and  does  not  think 
it  is  of  any  importance  that  that  was  not 
the  charge  under  which  he  was  convicted 
and  executed.  We  have  here  an  instance, 
then,  of  an  unfortunate  man  executed  by 
mistake;  but  tliat  was  not  the  only  mistake, 
for  I  find  by  the  blue  book  that  four  men 
were  executed  on  a  charge  of  what  they 
call  high  treason.  One  of  them  is  called 
Nickalo  Rincheralle;  but  we  have  evidence 
to  show  that  this  person  is  perfectly  well  at 
this  moment  in  Ceylon,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly obvious  that  some  other  individual 
has  been  executed;  and  in  our  inquiries  wo 
have  found  who  it  was  who  was  executed 
instead.  As  I  stated  before,  it  is  not  my 
wish  to  enter  at  large  into  the  question  on 
this  occasion;  but  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  point  out  to  the  House  the  nature 
of  the  inquiry,  as  the  House  will  then  be 
able  to  perceive  the  impossibility  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  and  myself  un- 
dertaking this  case  if  we  are  not  to  have 
the  witnesses  who  have  been  asked  for. 
It  will  be  for  the  House  to  decide  whether 
this  inquiry  shall  be  prosecuted  fairly  and 
properly,  or  whether  it  shall  be  at  once 
abandoned.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference.  I  have  performed  my 
duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  shall 
be  satisfied  with  whatever  course  the  House 
may  think  proper  to  adopt.  All  I  ask  is 
this :  if  we  are  to  have  an  inquiry,  at  least 
let  it  be  a  fair  one.  Let  us  not  compromise 
the  dignity  and  character  of  this  House  by 
a  sham  inquiry,  and  by  taking  ex  parte 
evidence.  The  House  will  now  decide, 
however,  whether  it  will  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  and  myself  in  our 
efforts  to  carry  out  this  investigation  fairly, 
or  whether  it  will  support  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  in  their  bold  and  unblushing 
attempt  to  bafile  and  defeat  us. 

Mr.  ha  WES  :  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman 


having  given  me  a  private  notice,  for  which  I 
thank  him,  of  his  intention  to  make  some 
observations  upon  matters  connected  with 
the  Ceylon  Committee  at  the  period  when 
I  should  move  the  reappointment  of  this 
Committee,  commenced  his  speech  by  a 
reference  to  the  affairs  of  Guiana — affairs 
which  of  course  I  did  not  expect  would  now 
come  under  discussion.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  stated,  that  in  that  case  there 
was  some  breach  of  privilege  committed, 
inasmuch  as  the  Governor  of  the  colony 
had  commented  upon  a  speech  of  his  de- 
livered in  this  House.  That  was  his  state- 
ment. [Mr.  Baillie  :  It  is  published  in 
the  blue  book.]  The  breach  of  privilege 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  means,  lies,  I 
apprehend,  in  the  comments  on  hia  speech. 
Now,  if  any  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House  should  be  committed,  I  trust  I  should 
be  one  of  the  first  to  regret  it;  but  the  fact 
is,  that  when  the  hon.  Member  moved  for 
the  Committee  on  Guiana,  he  made  un- 
qualified charges  against  the  Governor;  and 
the  Governor,  seeing  those  charges  in 
the  newspapers,  took  an  opportunity  of  an- 
swering and  repelling  them  —  a  coarse 
which  the  hon.  Member  would  wish  to  pre- 
vent him  from  taking.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  been  pleased  to  say,  that  the 
Committee  on  British  Guiana  made  certain 
recommendations  with  respect  to  the  colony, 
no  one  of  which  has  been  complied  with. 
[Mr.  Baillie  :  I  asked  whether  those  re- 
commendations had  been  carried  out.]  I 
understood,  from  the  form  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's questions,  that  he  presumed  none 
of  the  recommendations  had  been  complied 
with.  I  cannot,  however,  allow  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  escape  from  the  impression  his  apeech 
was  calculated  to  make,  or  permit  him  to 
imply,  that  none  of  these  recommendations 
have  been  adopted.  First  of  all,  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  some  reform  in  the 
constitution  of  the  colony,  and  an  extension 
of  the  franchise — a  reform  to  be  carried 
out  with  caution.  That  has  been  done. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  says,  that  the 
measure  was  forced  through  the  Court  of 
Policy  by  the  sheer  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  in  consequence  certain  of  the 
elected  members  of  the  Court  retired.  It  is 
quite  true,  that  when  the  Governor  moved 
the  Franchise  Bill,  certain  of  the  members 
of  the  Court  of  Policy  retired,  but  the  Bill 
was  ultimately  carried  with  singular  unani- 
mity. With  regard  to  improper  appoint- 
ments, the  Secretary  of  State  transmitted 
the  report  of  the  Committee  to  the  Governor, 
and  it  was  for  him  to  institute  an  inquiry. 
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But  manj  of  the  appointments  impugned 
in  the  Committee's  report  were  confirmed 
hy  the  GoTemor,  and  ho  lias  given  good 
leaaoDBy  in  mj  opinion,  for  their  confir- 
mation. With  respect  to  the  salary  of  the 
Goyemor,  the  Committee  did  not  recom- 
mend that  it  should  he  reduced.  I  will  refer 
to  the  words  of  the  Committee.  They 
say — 

"Tour  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  fit 
fubjeot  for  inquiry,  not  merely  whether  the  spe- 
cial grounds  on  which  the  increase  iu  question 
was  recommended  still  exist,  but  whether,  all  cir- 
cumstanoes  considered,  a  salary  of  less  thaii 
6,0001,  per  annum  would  not  bo  insufficient  to 
indnoe  persons,  duly  qualified  for  such  appoint- 
ments, to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
enable  them  to  meet  all  the  legitimate  expenses 
to  which  a  Governor  is  liable.*' 

That  is  not  a  recommendation  that  the 
aalanr  should  he  reduced.  But  what  course 
did  the  Governor  take  upon  it  ?  lie  stated 
to  the  Court  of  Policy  that,  with  regard  to 
his  own  personal  interests,  they  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  any  course  which  the 
Court  of  Policy  might  think  proper  to 
adopt.  Well,  the  Court  of  Policy  did  not 
think  it  right  to  propose  any  reduction  in 
the  salary  of  the  Governor.  New  elections 
had  taken  place  in  Guiana  under  a  more 
extended  constituency;  and  they  have  not 
even  raised  the  question  of  the  Governor's 
sahiry  again  for  consideration,  nor  has  one 
Bjllahle  passed  on  the  suhjcct.  I  think, 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  that 
the  hen.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  say 
either  that  the  Committee  recommended  any 
specific  reduction,  or  that  nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  colony  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
port. But  what  is  it  that  has  been  done  in  the 
colony?  What  I  always  said  would  be  done. 
The  Committee,  having  examined  the  state 
of  the  expenditure,  five-sixths  of  which  is 
always  under  their  control,  have  reduced 
it  between  70,000^.  and  80,000^.  a  year. 
The  whole  sum  over  which  the  colony  has 
no  control  was  not  only  guaranteed  by  local 
Acta,  but  sanctioned  by  the  Crown;  and 
when  the  inquiry  into  the  whole  expendi- 
ture recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  began,  then,  indeed,  the  true  source 
cf  expenditure  was  discovered,  and  between 
70,000i.  and  80.000/.  in  the  course  of  that 
inqniry  was  reduced.  My  opinion  is,  that 
these  reductions  are,  in  many  cases,  too 
great ;  and  the  new  Court  of  Policy, 
elected  by  a  larger  constituency,  have 
rather  increased,  to  some  extent,  than 
reduced  the  salaries;  so  that  the  saving 
if  not  altogether  quite  equal  to  what  it  was 


in  the  first  instance.  The  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  as  regards  the  extension 
of  the  franchise,  has  been  adopted — the  Bill 
passed   almost   unanimously   through   the 
legislative  body  of  the  colony.     But  now. 
Sir,    I   shall    proceed   to    the    affairs   of 
Ceylon.     And  here  I  must  protest  against 
the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
marked,  as  I  am  bound  to  say  it  is,  by  his 
usual  injustice  and  want  of  candour.     In 
the  midst  of  an  inquiry,  with  a  Committee 
about  to  be  reappointed,  he  brings  forward 
wholesale  charges  against  the  local  govern- 
ment,   and    he   talks   at   the   same   time 
about   the   abandonment   of  the   inquiry. 
Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wishes  to  abandon  it;    for  a  more 
hollow  inquiry  was  never  brought  forward, 
nor  one  founded  on  a  meaner  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  parties  in  Ceylon.     But,  so  far 
as  the  Government   is   concerned,   I  say 
that  the  inquiry  shall  go  on ;    but  it  shall 
be  a  fair  inquiry ;  and  what  will  be  the  sur- 
prise of  the  House  to  hear,  after  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  has 
been  no  refusal  of  witnesses.     And  now  I 
will  state  to  the  Ilouse  exactly  what  did 
occur.      Sir,    on    Saturday,  tbe   28th   of 
July,  1849,  a   Motion  was  made  in   this 
Ilouse  that  the  inquiry  before  the  Select 
Committee  should  not  continue,  but  that  a 
Commission  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
on   the   spot,  a  resolution    to  that   effect 
having  been  carried  in  the  Committee  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman,  and  by 
his  casting  vote  alone.    The  House  divided 
upon  it,  and  deliberately  rejected  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee,  and  this  is  the 
insult  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  alludes. 
Now,  Sir,  was  the  rejection  carried  by  Go- 
vernment votes  on  that  occasion  ?     Was 
there  a  majority  of  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment negativing  that  Motion?  So  far  from  it 
I  find  on  looking  over  the  division  list  that 
there  were  of  Members  unconnected  with 
the  Government  voting  for  the  Motion  33, 
and  against  it  64,  so  that  the  independent 
Members  of  the  House  actually  voted  al- 
most two  to  one  against  the  resolution  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman.     But  what  passed  in 
the  Ilouse  on  that  occasion  was  most  im- 
portant.    It  was  stated — and  I  now  speak 
in  the  presence  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Ripon,  who  took  part  in 
the  debate,  and  also  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  both  of  whom 
will  be  able  to  confirm  what  I  now  say — it 
was  proposed  to  the  Ilouse  by  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman    the  Member  for   Ripon, 
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that  the  Committee  should  meet  on  the 
following  Monday  and  name  the  witnesses 
it  wished  to  have  called  for  examination. 
My  noble  Friend,  subsequently  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  said,  taking  precisely 
the  same  view  as  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Ripon,  that  the  Committee  should  meet 
and  name  the  witnesses,  and  that  those 
witnesses,  so  named,  the  Secretary  of 
State  ought  to  take  the  proper  means  to 
produce.  Well,  the  Committee  did  meet, 
it  did  nominate  the  witnesses,  and  these 
witnesses  arc  at  this  moment  in  this 
country,  ready  for  their  examination. 
But,  Sir,  all  this  has  been  suppressed 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  There  was  a 
Motion  made  subsequently  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  am  sorry  it  was  allowed 
to  pass  unanimously ;  I  did  not  anticipate 
such  a  use  would  bo  made  of  it ;  but  a 
Motion  was  certainly  carried  afterwards, 
which  I  will  read  to  the  House,  and 
then  I  will  also  read  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee.  The  resolution  was,  that 
the  Chairman  should  bo  authorised  and 
was  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  necessary 
witnesses  to  be  ordered  home  to  give  evi- 
dence before  tho  Committee,  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  ensuing  Session.  That  was 
the  resolution  of  the  Committee ;  and  now, 
what  says  the  report? — 

*'  That  means  should  be  adopted  in  the  inter- 
val by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  ensure  the  atten- 
dance before  the  Committee  of  the  Queen's  Advo- 
cate of  Ceylon,  Captain  Watson,  and  such  other 
witnesses  whose  evidence  was  necessary  to  explain 
and  establish  the  circumstances  under  which 
mirtial  law  was  recently  proclaimed  in  Ceylon." 

Was  there  anything  in  that  report  or  in 
the  resolution  I  have  read,  that  gave  the 
Chairman  of  tho  Committee  absolute  power, 
independently  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  independently  of  the  Committee  itself, 
of  nominating  any  witnesses  that  he  pleas- 
ed to  call  ?  That  is  the  first  question  1 
raise — Was  there  anything  to  give  him 
that  power  ?  I  think  there  was  not.  Well, 
Sir,  what  took  place  ?  And  now  I  come 
to  the  point  that  there  has  been  no  refusal 
of  witnesses.  I  showed  you  that  witnesses 
were  ordered  by  the  Committee,  that  the 
witnesses  so  ordered  are  here,  and  ready  to 
be  examined.  But  on  the  28th  of  No- 
vumbcr,  three  months  after  the  Committee 
broke  up,  without  any  communication  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  or  calling  on  him 
to  exercise  any  discretion  whatever,  tho 
hon.  Gcutlcman  calls  on  the  Secretary  of 


State,  on  his  indrndual  nomination,  to  order 
certain  other  witneases  home.  I  aay  he  had 
no  power  to  do  that,  nor  did  the  Commit- 
tee, by  any  resolution  or  report,  delegate 
to  him  any  such  power.  Now  what  eourse 
did  the  Secretaiy  of  State  take  ?  Did  he 
refuse  these  witnesses?  The  view  Lord 
Grey  took  was  this.     He  said — 

"  The  witnesses  ordered  by  the  Committee 
shall  be  in  attendance ;  the  other  witnesses,  inas- 
much as  I  do  not  admit  that  you  have  tho  sole 
power  of  nominating  them,  I  must  leave  for  the 
Committee  to  decide  upon  when  they  meet.  In 
the  meantime  there  are  witnesses  who  have  been 
ordered  home  by  the  Committee,  and  the  exami- 
nation can  be  proceeded  with.  There  are  other 
important  witnesses  in  this  country  who  will  fully 
occupy  tho  interval." 

And,  Sir,  it  was  a  serious  question — ^these 
witnesses  would  cost  from  400L  to  7002. 
each  to  the  country ;  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  to  say  whether  he  was  justified 
in  incurring  such  an  expense  at  the  in- 
dividual request  of  the  Chairman,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  Committee. 
I  think  it  was  a  fair  question  for  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stato  to  consider  whether  he 
ought  not  to  hesitate  before  he  called 
these  witnesses  at  the  simple  request  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  But  now.  Sir,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  talks  about  abandoning 
this  inquiry  because  these  witnesses  are 
not  here.  Let  me  suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment that  Lord  Grey  had  actually  acceded 
to  his  request — does  not  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman lead  the  House  to  believe  that 
in  that  supposition  the  witnesses  would 
have  been  here  by  this  time,  and  that  the 
inquiry  cannot  be  proceeded  with  because 
they  are  not  present  ?  Is  that  not  the  im- 
pression created  in  the  House  by  his  state- 
ment? Why,  Sir,  the  letter  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  written  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, could  not  have  gone  out  to  the  colony 
till  the  succeeding  December  mail,  and 
could  not  have  arrived  in  Ceylon  till  tho 
end  of  January;  and  tho  witnesses  could 
not  have  arrived  in  England  until  six  weeks 
afterwards,  or  till  after  the  middle  of 
March.  In  the  meantime  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  the  two  witnesses  that  the  Com- 
mittee nominated,  and  there  are  other  wit- 
nesses competent  to  be  examined  also  on 
the  spot.  If,  therefore,  when  the  Commit- 
tee meets,  it  should  decide,  after  hearing 
what  may  be  said  with  regard  to  other 
special  witnesses,  to  call  this  further  evi- 
dence, that  further  evidence  will  be  called; 
and,  therefore,  really  and  truly,  the  hon. 
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GenUeman  has  utterly  mistaken  the  course 
taken  by  Lord  Grey.  Witnesses  are  not 
refused — witnesses  are  here,  brought  to 
this  country  as  the  Committee  had  re- 
quired. Other  witnesses  are  here — there 
is  an  abundance  of  them  here  ready  to 
go  on  with.  The  Committee  have  already 
an  abundance  of  materials  to  occupy  them 
for  some  time  to  come,  and  until  any  fur- 
ther witnesses  they  required  could  be  duly. 
summoned  home.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it 
right,  as  I  began,  to  say  I  protest  against 
the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
In  the  midst  of  this  inquiry,  with  wit- 
nesses in  England  ready  to  be  examined, 
he  chooses  to  bring  these  fresh  charges  in 
this  House,  in  order,  if  he  can,  to  prejudice 
the  course  of  the  inquiry;  and  he  singles 
out  one  individual.  Captain  Watson,  who 
uttered  what  he  was  pleased  to  describe  as 
a  savage  proclamation,  that  gallant  officer 
being  one  of  the  witnesses  who  is  here  at  this 
moment  waiting  to  be  examined  ;  and  he 
thinks  it  consistent  with  the  ends  of  justice, 
whilst  he  is  here  actually  in  obedience  to 
the  summons  of  the  Committee,  to  make 
this  gratuitous  attack  on  that  gallant 
officer.  Why,  Sir,  is  that  a  course  to  be 
justified?  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
afraid  to  go  on  with  this  inquiry,  why  does 
he  seek  to  prejudice  this  gentleman  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public  ?  I  can  again  assure  the 
House  that  this  investigation,  as  far  as 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  concerned, 
shall  go  on  and  be  prosecuted  to  its  legiti- 
mate conclusion.  There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence ready  now  to  continue  the  inquiry, 
and  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  aban- 
doning it  at  this  moment;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  every  ground  for  continuing  it. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  im- 
ply that  Lord  Grey  has  written  for,  and 
brought  over,  some  witnesses  of  his  own, 
and  that  Lord  Torrington,  I  suppose,  has 
sent  over  witnesses.  Lord  Grey  has  written 
for  none  but  those  sought  for  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Lord  Torrington  has  sent  over 
none.  Sir  Emerson  Tcnnent,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  colony,  is  now  in  this  country. 
He  IB  now  on  leave  of  absence,  and  being  an 
important  officer  of  the  local  Government, 
he  is  ready  to  give  evidence;  but  Lord 
Grey  never  thought  it  right  or  proper  to 
promise  or  guarantee  witnesses  their  ex- 
penses, or  summon  any  here.  Therefore, 
none  have  been  summoned  by  Lord  Grey, 
or  sent  by  Lord  Torrington,  but  those  the 
Committee  has  ordered.  Then  I  ask, 
under  the  circumstances,  what  right  has 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  sav  it  ?    and  still 


more  I  ask,  what  justification  has  he  for 
making  the  attack  he  has  done  on  one  of 
the  witnesses  about  to  be  examined  ?  What 
right  has  he  to  single  out  this  witness— his 
own  witness,  a  gallant  officer,  called  by 
himself  ?  Why,  Captain  Watson  is  a  gen- 
tleman actually  named  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee.  [Mr.  Baillie  said.  Captain 
Watson  was  not  one  of  his  witnesses.]  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  does  not  know 
this,  and  that  he  did  not  propose  him. 
Then  I  suppose  it  was  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose  who  nominated  Captain  Wat- 
son as  a  witness.  But  the  truth  is,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  know  much  about 
the  matter.  Being  much  engaged,  he  has 
left  himself  entirely  in  the  hands  of  others; 
and,  but  for  that  circumstance,  he  would 
not  have  made  the  statement  he  has  done 
to  the  House.  No  doubt  he  is  actuated 
by  a  sense  of  duty — I  give  him  credit  to 
that  extent;  but  he  has  been  most  grossly 
misled.  But  again,  I  say,  it  is  unusual  for 
a  Member  of  Parliament  and  an  English 
gentleman  to  endeavour  to  prejudice  a  wit- 
ness who  is  about  to  be  examined,  and  who 
was  summoned  by  a  body  among  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  at  least  was  most  pro- 
minent. Therefore,  let  the  House  under- 
stand this — that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  the  Committee  are  here — that  four  or 
five  other  very  important  witnesses  con- 
nected with  the  colony  are  also  here  on  the 
spot,  who  know  all  the  circumstances,  and 
who  are  perfectly  ready  to  go  into  the  mi- 
nutest details  of  the  inquiry — that  they 
are  here,  and  waiting  to  be  examined.  I 
presume  the  House  will  not  refuse  to  go 
on  with  this  inquiry — I  presume  the  House, 
after  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
casting  such  imputations  as  he  does  on  the 
government  of  that  colony,  will  hardly  re- 
fuse the  Governor  of  the  colony  the  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  himself — either  by  au- 
thentic documents  or  by  witnesses  speak- 
ing from  their  own  personal  knowledge — 
from  the  gross  charges  brought  against 
him.  Sir,  if  the  Committee  when  it  meets 
shall  assign  good  grounds  for  calling  fresh 
witnesses,  I  know  of  no  objection  there 
can  be  to  such  a  course;  but,  looking  at 
the  names  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wishes  to  bo  called,  I  think  there  may  bo 
some  doubt  whether  all  these  parties  ought 
to  be  summoned.  However,  I  shall  reserve 
my  remarks  on  this  point  for  the  Commit- 
tee, and  shall  not  be  guilty  of  making  a 
personal  attack  on  individuals  in  this  open 
House  without  due  consideration.  With 
regard  to  one  out  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
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four  names,  there  are  reasons  which  I  be- 
lieve the  Committee  will  see  the  force  of, 
and  hesitate  before  it  calls  that  party. 
Under  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  I 
have  mentioned,  I  sit  down  by  assuring  the 
House  that  it  shall  not  bo  the  fault  of  any 
one  connected  with  the  Government  if  this 
inquiry  is  not  prosecuted  to  its  utmost  le- 
gitimate extent. 

Mb.  HUME  would  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down,  that  as  long  as 
he  had  the  honour  of  a  scat  in  that  House, 
he  would  do  his  utmost  to  cause  these 
atrocious  proceedings  in  Ceylon  to  be  sifted 
to  the  bottom.  He  need  not  be  under  any 
alarm  that  the  inquiry  would  be  abandoned; 
and  he  could  promise  the  hon.  Gentleman 
he  should  have  full  satisfaction  before  the 
Committee  had  done  with  the  subject. 
The  hon.  Under  Secretary  of  State  had 
thought  fit  to  interpret  the  speech  of  his 
(Mr.  Hume's)  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Inverness-shire  to  mean  that  ho  wished  to 
give  up  the  case — he  had  no  such  inten- 
tion. He  would  show  the  fairness  of  that 
which  his  hon.  Friend  meant  to  do.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  likened  the  proceedings 
in  Ceylon  to  the  proceedings  in  Hungary. 
The  proceedings  in  Hungary  were  mild  in 
comparison.  Ho  would  provo  it.  If  he 
ever  uttered  a  speech  in  that  House,  he 
was  ready  to  prove  it,  and  he  had  done  so. 
Ho  might  have  made  some  he  could  not 
prove.  He  was  not  infallible.  He  did  not 
wish  to  mix  up  the  case  of  Ceylon  with 
that  of  Guiana;  but  he  would  just  observe 
that  at  the  proper  opportunity  he  would  be 
able  to  prove  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  was  en- 
tirely in  error  in  what  he  said  respecting 
Guiana.  But  with  regard  to  Ceylon,  that 
hon.  Gentleman  took  upon  him,  with  an 
unblushing  effrontery  such  as  he  (Mr.  Hume) 
never  before  witnessed,  to  say  that  this  in- 
quiry arose  from  **  a  mean  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  certain  individuals  in  Ceylon.** 
Did  he  intend  to  say  that  "  a  mean  con- 
spiracy** had  brought  5,000  petitioners  in 
one  case,  and  39,000  in  another,  to  ask 
for  redress  from  that  House  ?  The  truth 
of  the  allegation  of  those  petitions  he  be- 
lieved; and  he  asked  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
might  not  be  altogether  so  well-informed 
on  the  subject,  to  wait  and  see  the  proof, 
and  then  if  there  was  one  man  in  that 
House  who  would  deliberately  rise  and  say 
that  that  was  not  a  fit  and  proper  subject 
of  inquiry,  he  should  be  utterly  confounded. 
He  should  not  therefore  enter  into  details, 
but  he  should  state  the  course  which  Go- 


vernment bad  taken,  mnd  which  had  placed 
them  in  the  situation  they  were  now  in. 
He  must  confess,  in  the  Committee  upstairs, 
after  the  House  had  rejected  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  to  appoint  a 
Commission  to  proceed  to  the  spot,  he  ob- 
jected to  proceeding  with  the  inquiry  here; 
and  why?  The  petitions  that  he  presented 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon  contained 
allegations  of  grievances  so  great  and  so 
multiform,  that  he  conceived  the  truth 
could  not  be  ascertained  by  the  Compaittee 
here,  and  could  be  ascertained  only  by  a 
Commission  on  the  spot.  Here  were  grave 
and  serious  charges,  forcing  the  production 
of  private  letters,  but  still  detailing  acts  of 
atrocity  which  the  Committee  were  alarmed 
at,  and  considered  of  the  most  aggravated 
nature.  They  were  unable  to  follow  out 
the  evidence  to  the  conclusion  bj  the  se- 
paration of  the  House,  and  they  proposed 
this  Commission  not  to  allow  it  to  haog 
over  till  another  Session,  but  in  order  to 
have  the  matter  properly  inquired  into  and 
to  have  justice  done.  He  had  no  feeling 
whatever  with  respect  to  any  man  in  Cey- 
lon, but  he  had  a  great  desire  to  see  jus- 
tice done  to  the  oppressed.  He  saw  thou- 
sands, and  tens  of  thousands,  under  the 
rod  of  the  oppressor,  and  with  no  means 
by  which  justice  could  be  obtained.  He 
therefore  recommended  a  Commission,  and 
the  Committee  agreed  to  it.  It  would  be 
recollected  what  passed  when  they  came 
to  the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  allusion  to  the  debate  of  the  28th  of 
July.  He  would  bear  in  mind  his  objec- 
tion and  his  opposition.  He  stated  then  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  inhabitants  to  have 
justice  done,  and  that  he  distrusted  the 
Government.  The  distrust  he  then  felt 
had  been  realised.  He  had  not  the  least 
confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  State,  who, 
he  believed,  did  everything  he  could  to 
cloak  and  cover  the  atrocities  that  had 
been  committed  there.  But  when  he  saw 
a  Government  agi'ee  to  a  Committee,  and 
that  Committee  proceed  to  inquire  into  the 
transaction,  the  whole  of  the  Government 
ofiicers  being  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
spot  and  at  a  distance,  he  saw  immediately 
that  the  accused  would  be  in  a  position  to 
use  all  the  power  that  they  had  to  refuse 
justice.  It  was  on  that  ground  that  when 
ho  went  back  to  the  Committee  he  told 
the  Committee  he  had  no  confidence  in  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  on  with  it.  He  consequently 
stood  perfectly  free  of  any  charge  of  hav- 
ing called  witnesses.     His  hon.  Friend,  in 
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the  most  unwarrantable  manner,  said  Cap- 
tain Watson  and  Mr.  Selbj  were  their 
witnesses.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  objected  to 
any  witness  being  brought  at  all.  How 
could  the  hon.  Gentleman  father  upon  him 
the  nomination  of  any  witnesses,  when  ho 
objected,  and  persevered  to  the  last  mo- 
ment in  objecting  to  them  ?  Ho  admitted 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  in  the 
Committee;  but  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee rested  on  the  assurance  of  the  no- 
ble Lord,  that  every  facility  would  be  given 
to  bring  home  all  such  witnesses  as  could 
elicit  the  truth  to  be  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  state  what  took  place 
in  the  Committee.  He  could  have  named, 
and  did  name,  a  dozen  witnesses.  He  had 
been  entrusted  solely  with  the  petition, 
and  not  knowing  the  witnesses  that  would 
proye  the  allegations  in  the  petition,  how 
could  he  take  upon  himself  to  recommend 
BO  many  witnesses  being  brought  over, 
without  communicating  with  the  petition- 
ers, and  asking  them  who  they  had  to  make 
good  their  evidence  ?  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, and  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
would  bear  in  mind  this  fact,  that  Captain 
Watson  and  Mr.  J.  Selby  were  named, 
not  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Inverness-shire,  or  by  him;  but  because 
Captain  Watson,  in  a  letter  before  the 
Committee,  was  accused  of  having  burned 
villages  and  directed  the  confiscation  of  pro- 
perty; that  he  had  taken  possession  of  that 
confiscated  property,  and  in  some  instances 
had  rendered  no  account  of  it;  and  theCora- 
mittee  said,  **  We  must  have  this  gentle- 
man, at  any  rate,  to  explain  this  conduct.** 
Mr.  Selby,  again,  was  supposed  to  have 
gone  to  the  chief  justice  to  try  to  save  the 
life  of  a  priest  who  was  now  proved  to  have 
been  peifectly  innocent.  Mr.  Selby  also 
went  to  Lord  Torrington,  and  told  him 
that,  from  all  the  information  he  could 
obtain,  the  priest  was  altogether  innocent; 
that  the  evidence  had  been  given  by  a 
father  and  son,  both  of  whom  were  candi- 
dates for  office  under  Government,  and 
that  their  statements  were  not  to  be  cre- 
dited. When  Mr.  Selby  went  to  Lord 
Torrington,  his  Lordship  was  reported  to 
have  said,  "  I  do  not  care  if  all  the  proc- 
tors are  of  opinion  tliat  this  man  is  inno- 
cent, I  should  not  believe  it,  but  he  shall 
be  hanged."  Mr.  Selby  was  to  be  brought 
to  prove  that  Mr.  Selby  was  not  impli- 
cated, but  Captain  Watson  had  committed 
m  great  portion  of  the  atrocity.  Was  he 
the  man  to  tell  them  of  that  ?  And  who 
dse  had  they  ?     They  had  Sir  Emerson 


Tennent,  he  was  told.  He  should  prove 
before  the  Committee  that  most  extraor- 
dinary efforts  had  been  made  to  coUect 
evidence  to  enable  Sir  Emerson  Tennent 
to  contradict  the  evidence  which  had  been 
given.  They  had  had  copies  of  the  evi- 
dence, they  had  gone  through  the  whole  of 
it,  and  had  now  deputed,  as  he  understood, 
under  the  hand  of  an  individual  in  whom 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  placed  the  highest  confi- 
dence, they  had  now  deputed  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent  to  come  home,  to  bolster  up  the 
government  of  Lord  Torrington.  Who 
was  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  ?  He  was  the 
Secretary  of  the  Colonial  Government. 
He  was  the  last  man  to  be  examined.  He 
therefore  said,  they  had  no  evidence  what- 
ever in  support  of  these  petitions.  He 
therefore  considered  it  was  idle  to  tell  the 
Committee  it  was  a  furtherance  of  justice 
to  go  on,  and  that  there  was  a  chance 
of  fair  play  when  they  had  refused  to  send 
for  these  four  individuals  that  were  named, 
for  it  was  said  that  the  evidence  of  these 
four  men  would  be  sufficient  to  establish 
all  the  facts.  He  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  his  hon.  Friend  could 
justify  what  he  had  now  stated,  that  the 
Committee  had  not  the  power  to  delegate 
to  the  chairman  the  selection  of  witnesses. 
He  appealed  to  those  who  were  present 
that  this  was  what  took  place.  The  Com- 
mittee were  not  able  to  state  exactly  the 
number  of  witnesses  they  wanted;  -there 
were  a  number  of  individuals  whom  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  might  desire  to  bring  for- 
ward; but  he  would  waive  his  desire  to 
include  certain  parties  then,  if  the  Com- 
mittee would  give  authority  to  the  chair- 
man to  summon  these  witnesses  at  a  future 
period.  And  in  the  resolution  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  read,  he  would  find  that 
Captain  Watson,  Mr.  Selby,  and  such 
other  witnesses  were  included,  as  might  be 
indicated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  which  he  did  intimate  by  the  end 
of  November,  or  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber. He  could  not  reconcile  the  conduct 
of  Government  with  that  sense  of  justice 
which  ought  to  be  entertained  by  a  man 
in  the  situation  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government — a  man 
who,  he  had  always  believed,  was  desirous 
to  see  justice  done  to  every  man — a  man 
whose  word  they  ought  to  have  taken,  and 
on  whose  assurance  he,  for  one,  could  in 
some  degree  depend.  But  he  had  no  de- 
pendence whatever  on  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  Department.  [**  Oh, 
oh  !'']     He  had  not;  he  never  had.     He 
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liked  to  be  candid.  Since  the  acts  of  that 
noble  Lord  in  regard  to  the  colony  of 
British  Guiana  and  other  places— acts 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge — had 
been  committed,  he  would  not  believe  his 
word  or  his  writing.  And  now  he  camo 
to  an  independent  witness.  He  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Ripon,  because  he  believed  that  but  for  his 
interference  the  House  might  have  hesi- 
tated to  reject  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  He  would  ask  him  whether 
his  understanding  of  the  assurance  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  whether  the  second  speech  he 
made  on  that  occasion,  was  not  entirely 
owing  to  the  assurance  given  by  the  noble 
Lord  that  every  facility  should  be  given  to 
the  calling  of  witnesses  ?  The  Committee 
met,  but  as  Parliament  was  about  to  be 
prorogued  the  next  day,  they  could  not  de- 
termine on  the  witnesses,  and  the  next  best 
thing  they  could  do  was  to  delegate  to  the 
chairman  the  power  of  summoning  wit- 
nesses. He  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
if  that  was  not  carrying  out  legitimately 
the  assurance  of  the  noble  Lord  ?  If  when 
they  met  they  had  no  witnesses  to  examine 
but  the  parties  to  the  crime,  that  would 
be  foreign  to  his  ideas  of  justice,  and  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect; they  must  postpone  it  till  they  got 
other  witnesses.  And  let  him  say  that 
these  witnesses  the  hon.  Member  referred 
to  were  public  servants.  He  did  not  know 
them,  but  it  was  stated  that  they  were 
honourable  men«  He  said  it  was  an  attempt 
to  stop  the  course  of  public  justice;  it  was 
an  attempt  to  prevent  an  inquiry  into  an 
affair  in  which  the  lives  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  had  been  sacrificed.  Twenty-two 
men  had  been  shot,  twenty-eight  banished, 
and  sixty-six  imprisoned,  all  owing  to  the 
recklessness  of  the  Governor  of  Ceylon.  It 
was  fit  and  proper  that  they  should  in- 
quire. They  could  not  recall  the  dead, 
but  they  might  do  some  justice  to 
those  who  were  now  pining  in  exile. 
They  might  do  some  good  by  teach- 
ing other  governors  that  such  proceed- 
ings would  not  be  lightly  passed  over.  It 
was  on  that  ground  that  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  that  he  had  done,  and  it  had  cost 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  go 
through  so  important  a  question.  It  was 
on  that  ground  that  he  had  interfered,  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  more 
paltry  attempt  to  lay  aside  what  was  the 
understanding  in  that  House,  that  the  re- 
commendation of  witnesses  should  be  con- 


fined to  the  number  named  by  the  Com- 
mittee, he  never  knew.  What  more  could 
the  Committee  have  done  till  the  chairman 
had  obtained  the  best  information  he  could 
of  the  witnesses  that  had  been  summoned. 
The  chairman  commimicated  with  Ceylon, 
and  he  communicated  the  names  to  Govern- 
ment, and  he  must,  in  justice  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  say  that  no  man  could  be  more 
astonished  at  the  result.  Here  was  a 
question  of  immense  and  vital  importance 
to  the  welfare  of  our  colonies,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  and  they  heard  a 
Minister,  a  Member  of  a  Government  that 
squandered  millions  upon  millions,  which 
voted  15,000^.  or  20,000^.  to  Labuan,  teU 
them  that  he  could  not  take  upon  himself 
to  run  the  risk  of  2,8001^.,  supposing  the 
utmost  was  expended — 700i.  for  each  wit- 
ness. It  was  the  case  of  the  coloniBts. 
They  were  suffering  great  privations,  and 
were  under  great  difficulties.  Orders  had 
been  given  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  in 
different  parts  of  Ceylon  to  take  no  affi- 
davits against  the  Government,  but  to  take 
affidavits  in  favour  of  it.  Every  obstacle 
had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  inquiry, 
and  he  would  prove  that  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses named,  an  honourable  and  distin- 
guished gentleman  in  the  colony,  was 
threatened  that  if  he  ventured  to  go  to 
England,  or  to  give  any  information  on  the 
subject,  charges  would  be  brought  against 
him.  They  had  been  told  to  bring  their 
charges  ;  well,  they  did  bring  them,  and 
then  their  witnesses  had  been  intimidated, 
and  one  or  two  of  them  had  been  hushed 
into  silence  by  the  receipt  of  Government 
situations  in  reward  for  their  perfidy. 
Looking  to  the  facts  that  had  occurred, 
and  the  mode  in  which  the  proceedings 
had  been  carried  on  by  the  Government, 
he  thought  his  hon.  Friend  was  quite  right 
in  the  course  which  he  had  adopted ;  but 
he  thought  the  subject  was  of  too  vital  an 
interest  to  the  character  of  the  House  and 
to  the  colonies,  and  that  it  ought  not  to 
pass  over  in  a  mere  debate.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  interfere  in  the  course  which 
his  hon.  Friend  had  taken,  and  would  agree 
to  the  reappointment  of  the  Committee. 
He  had  been  at  considerable  pains  to  col- 
lect the  information  which  he  had  in  his 
possession,  and  he  deeply  regretted  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  adopted,  in  preventing  those  witnesses 
from  coming  forward,  and  an  inquiry  being 
made  into  the  administration  and  conduct 
of  a  colonial  governor.  Whatever  course 
Her  Majesty's  Government  took,  he  (Mr. 
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Hmne)  felt  satisfied  that  somethiug  must 
Yerj  speedily  be  done. 

Mb.  DISRAELI :  Sir,  the  question  we 
liaTe  to  consider  to-day  is,  I  think,  of  a 
yerj  siinple  character,  and  should  he  con- 
fined entirely  to  a  consideration  by  the 
House  of  the  understanding  that  was  ar- 
riyed  at  between  the  Committee  and  the 
OoTemment.  I  will  make  no  reference  to 
proeeedings  at  Ceylon,  of  which  we  may, 
or  of  which  we  may  not,  have  testimony; 
Irot  I  will  endeavour  to  place  before  the 
House  the  question  upon  which  I  think  we 
are  called  upon  to  give  a  decision  and  ox- 
wesB  an  opinion.  The  House  will  recol- 
lect that  on  nearly  the  last  day  of  last 
Sesuon,  when  the  Committee  reported  the 
eniression  of  their  opinion  that  a  com- 
Bnasion  should  be  sent  to  Ceylon  to  re- 
port on  certain  circumstances,  I  men- 
tkmed  that  I  had  proposed  a  compromise  in 
the  Committee  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State;  and  I  recollect  afterwards  that  the 
ri|^t  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Ripon, 
apprOTing  of  that  compromise,  regretted 
jerj  much  that  the  Under  Secretary  of 
Slate  had  not  accepted  of  it.  Neverthe- 
IsMt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not, 
en  the  whole,  think  it  best  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  Committee  should  be  sanc- 
tioDed  by  the  House;  but  he  expressed 
a  very  qualified  disapprobation  of  the 
course  we  had  recommended.  What  hap- 
pened in  the  Committee  appears  to  me 
to  be  quite  decisive  as  to  the  intentions 
loth  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Com- 
niittee;  and  no  doubt  for  a  moment  of  the 
Mieaning  of  the  Committee  and  Govern- 
ment could  be  entertained,  if  the  Under 
Secretary,  in  placing  the  circumstances 
before  the  House,  had  not  so  transposed 
the  documents  on  which  the  merits  of 
the  question  depend,  that  he  conveyed 
to  the  House  an  impression  exactly  the 
emtrary  to  what  occurred.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  had  read  the  documents, 
b«t  he  happened  to  read  first  the  docu- 
flsent  that  occurred  last.  This  is  not  a 
Matter  of  argument  but  of  demonstration : 
ibere  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  re- 

Kjting  it  between  me  and  the  Under 
retary,  nor  in  the  House.  The  hon. 
Ctentleman  read  this  resolution  as  one 
that  had  been  carried  in  the  Committee; 
wunely,  "  Motion  made  and  question  put, 
that  the  Chairman  be  authorised  and  de- 
airad  to  enter  into  a  communication  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  as  to  the  neccs- 
witnesses  to  be  examined  in  the  ensu- 


ing Session.  *  The  Motion  was  made  ap- 
parently by  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose; 
and  after  that  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  referred  to  that  resolution  as  the 
basis  of  the  report  which  he  read  after* 
wards.  The  report  was  drawn  up  to  this 
effect  —  I  am  answerable  for  the  para- 
graph, as  I  moved  it — **  that  the  Committee 
regret  the  termination  of  the  Session,  and 
that  they  are  unable  to  conclude  their  in- 
quiry into  the  administration  and  govern- 
ment of  Ceylon,  the  late  insurrection  there, 
and  the  means  adopted  by  the  local 
Government  for  its  repression;  but  from 
the  gravity  of  the  circumstances  elicited 
in  the  inquiry,  they  think  it  expedient 
that  the  Committee  should  be  reappointed 
next  Session  to  pursue  their  inquiry,  and 
that  measures  should  be  taken  to  ensure 
the  attendance  of  the  Queen's  Advo- 
cate at  Ceylon,  and  Captain  Watson,  and 
such  other  evidence  as  is  necessary  to 
explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
martial  law  was  proclaimed  in  Ceylon." 
This  report  was  drawn  up,  proposed,  and 
carried,  and  the  whole  was  concluded 
before  the  resolution  which  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  referred  to  as  the 
basis  of  the  report,  was  adopted.  When 
we  drew  up  the  report,  we  put  in  the 
names  of  the  Queen's  Advocate  and  Cap- 
tain Watson,  and  left  a  space  for  other 
names.  It  was  impossible  to  know,  from 
the  hurried  manner  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee met,  what  other  names  were  necessary, 
and  those  general  words,  **  such  other  wit- 
nesses," were  inserted.  It  is  an  important 
fact,  that,  when  a  Member  of  the  Commit- 
tee, Lord  Hotham,  proposed  the  name  of 
Colonel  Frazer  should  be  introduced,  we 
said,  as  we  have  agreed  not  to  insert  the 
names  of  the  witnesses,  upon  an  under- 
standing with  the  Colonial  Ofiice,  it  is  in- 
expedient to  put  in  the  name  of  Colonel 
Frazer,  and  therefore  we  negatived  the 
proposition  of  Lord  Hotham  that  the 
name  of  Colonel  Frazer  should  be  in- 
serted. Then  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Chairman  should  communicate  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as  to  the  neces- 
sary witnesses  to  be  ordered  home  to  give 
evidence  before  the  Committee  in  the  ensu- 
ing Session.  In  my  opinion  the  case  is  a 
complete  one.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
creditable  to  the  House  if,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  deserted  its  Committee.  I 
feel  confident  that  if  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Member  for  Ripon,  who  acted  on 
the   last   occasion    as   amicus    curice    in 
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this  case,  comes  forward  and  gives  us  his  adopted  for  the  better  ■dministntion  and  govem- 

frank  opinion,  he  must  be  under  the  im-  ment  of  that  Dependeiwy    this  House  deems  it 

.    '^  . ,    .    .  1             J     X     r  ^1-     n  expedient  to  express  its  disapprobation  of  the 

pression  that  the  conduct  of  the  Govern-  manner  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 

ment  has  been  of  a  tendency  that  would  at  evaded  the  understandmg  of  last  Session  for  the 

least  evade  a  further  inquiry.  I  am  not  one  further  production  of  witnesses  in  this  investiga- 

of  those  who  would  avoid  an  inquiry,  and  I  ^^^^'*  " 

think   the  tone  of  the   Under  Secretary  TfiRn  T   RTTS^FTT  •  ^'         I         th 

unauthorised.     A  irrave  chari^e  was  made  .     .    ,  *           ,        i^'     IL^       j      a     j 

airainst  the   Goveniment  last    vear    and  P"^^^'?*^  V^^^^^  ^J  ^^^"^  **^«  understand- 

what  was  their  defence  ?     Not  a  modert  1"?  """^  *»*«'^  *"»*'•  *«  ?,•»""«  7'"  *^ 

defence,  certainly;  but  they  assumed  that  " '"  "^.^"'"J^/"'  «"«  **»  ^^"^  *''*"5  "" 

A          t  '    V      i'         u'  u  *i  ^  u        n  the  subject  of  the  censure  on  my  conduct 

tone  of  indignation  which  the  hon.  Gen-  i .  i    A     i         r.     xi                     •*     /xl 

.11^            .1    .  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (the 

tleman  has  on  more  that  one  occasion  ex-  xk     \      a      t                 i.-    \  f '^      xx      j 

hibited.     They  had  heard  it  that  day.  and  """''«':  ^°''  InyeniesB-shire)  Jas  uttered 

they  had  been  greeted  with  it  on  the  first  f  ^^'T'  ^'''  IJ'  '^,?'°«  ^,1  ""**  »>eg  to  recaU 

night  the  Ceylon  business  was  introduced.  ''^  ^h^  recollection  of  the  House  what  hap- 

x>  X    1,  X      "^         xi,^      •  •        r  xu    r«  -«  pened  at  the  end  of  the  last  Session  of 

But  whatever  was  the  opinion  of  the  Com-  5^    ,.         x      mt.     n 

...             au    x:     1  J    •  •        c  *i.^  xT^  ,«^  rarliament.     Tne  Committee  came  to  a 

mittee,  or  the  final  decision  of  the  House,  ,  ^.        -.              \r     x.         ^  xi_    n 

we  must  admit  that  the  investigation  into  resolution  after  some  Members  of  the  Com- 

those  affairs  was  a  necessary  and  most  °!'"f  ^l""i  left  London,  that  .t  was  expe- 

.     .      ^        J     u      *i     u       r«^  *i^  dient  to  appoint  a  commission  to  iro  to 

important  one;  and  when  the  hon.  Gentle-  r\    ^        •         j       x              •          '^  ® 

-^         *x    1      xi      u         \K i>^     f  -   *K«  Ceylon,   in    order   to   examine   witnesses. 

man   attacks  the   hon.    Member   for   the  ^T-r      !i    x  \r  x-              i.        i-x  i_  ^       xi. 

.      e  f                 ^  A  ^..11    v.-^  *«  ««  When  that  Motion  was  brought  before  the 

county  of  Inverness,  and  calls  him  to  ac-  tt           t              j  v               5-  x        u  j 

J  £                 1      •*•  •  _          xu«  «««*  House,  1  opposed  it,  as  one  that  would  de- 
count  for  personal  criticism,  on  the  part  ,          n      xu    •*    •    xu    t  i     j    rn     i 
c             xi              u     •    *    u    «  \^^A  k^  stroy  all  authontv  m  the  Island  of  Ceylon; 
of  a  irentleman  who  is  to  be  called  be-  /y      .j  x  xi.       i-x  xu  x    'xi.      t     j  m 
£       xiT    n         •**         »         -x  ^  «    1^*  «»«  and  1  said  1  thought  that  either  Lord  Tor- 
fore  the  Committee  as  a  witness,  let  me  .     ^       i.     u  i.°'         j»  x  i           «  j 

remind  the  Under  Secretary  that  he  has  ""«*?,"  «'''>"lf  be  immediately  recaUed  or 

this  day  declared,  in  an  unequivocal  man-  *!>«  ^^'^''^  '•'''"'d  refuse  to  appoint  the 

ner.  thit  the  whole  is  a  conspiracy  in  the  commission  that  was  proposed.  The  House, 

island  of  Ceylon,  and  that  persons  whose  "  \  ^^I'^'ed.  agreed  with  me  m  opmioii 

evidence  is  required  are  part  of  the  con-  that  that  commission  ought  not  to  be  ap- 

spirators.     [Mr.  Hawes:  No.     I  did  not  P.«'"*f '  ''"*  '",  *'?^*'"^*/  *^»*  fr"*- 

sly  so.]     I  did  not  say  he  used  those  ex-  fj"°  'l/PP/'*'"''^  ^^l  *^i,^  ^T'    if"  T'!} 

act  wo^s;  but  when  he  said  those  state-  ^^"^    f^!^^^?   *?■•    Buckinghamshire    had 

ments  were  the  consequence  of  a  conspi-  ""^/^  '?■  *«  Committee  for  a  different 

racy,  it  would  lead  to  an  inference  that  f".''  ??/''»?''  ^^^^''Vf^  *'°"'*'*'  *5*i  T" 

the  witnesses  we  wished  to  call  to  substan-  *?"»  I'^^^^^f  should  be  summoned  before 

tiate  the  statements  are.  in  fact,  part  of  *•»«  Committee.     Now    Sir,   m  speaking 

that  conspiracy.     I  am  for  an  investiga-  !"?»"  *^'«  ""^'J^"*'  ^  ^'f-^  ^^*?,}*/" 

tion  into  the  case.     I   am  for  assenting  '°  consequence  of  something  that  fell  from 

to  the  Motion   of  the   Under   Secretary.  ^^?  "S^'^J"*";  ^r*°?»  *«  Member  for 

to  which  I  would    add   those   words,   to  R«pon-that  I  thought  if  the  wi  nesses 

the  effect  that  in  assenting  to  the  reap-  *?;«  "»™«'l  \  *^  Committee,  that  those 

pointment  of  the  Committee,  this  House  witnesses  would  be  sent  for,  and  be  in  at- 

Seems  it  proper  to  express  its  disapproba-  tendance  m  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 

tion  of  the  manner  in  which  Her  M^esty's  ""^f;  /.u^  ''*»'"'«  V.i      °"          ""''J***' 

Government  have  evaded  the  understand-  »«  ^  ^""^  ^^'^  recorded,  were- 

ing  of  last  Session  for  the  production  of  «  jhat  if  the  Committee  were  to  meet  anin 

witnesses.  and  propose  to  summon  certain  witnesses  from 

Amendment  proposed —  Ceylon,  there  could  be  oo  difficulty  in  summoning 

those  witnesses ;  and  unless  there  was  some  phy- 

"  To  leave  out  from    the    word  '  That '    to  sical  impossibility,  which  was  not  likely,  having 

the  end  of  the   Question,  in  order  to  add  the  them   in  attendance  when  the  Committee   met 

words,  *in  assenting  to   the  re-appointment  of  next  year." — Hom$ard,  cy'ii.  1099. 
a    Committee   to    inquire    into  the    grievances 

complained  of  in  Ceylon,  in  connexion  with  the  Now,   Sir.   I  had   some  apprehension,   not 

administration  and  government  of  that  Colony,    „„„„t„„ii_  . ^:„ _  _.i..4  iif_.,„_ii «_„ 

and  to  report  their  opinion  whether  any  measures  "^naturally  seeing  what  frequently  occurs, 
can  be  adopted  for  the  redress  of  any  grievances  *nat  the  plain  sense  of  the  words  1  used 
of  which  there  may  be  shown  just  reason  to  com-  might  be  distorted,  and  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
plain,  and  also  whether  any  measures  can  be  tleman,  expressing  his  readiness  to  with- 
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draw  his  Motion,  might  pervert  the  plain 
Bense  of  my  words,  and  instead  of  saying 
the  witnesses  named  hy  the  Committee 
should  he  summoned,  might  put  some 
other  interpretation  on  the  proposal  I 
made.  I  therefore  determined,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Memher  for  Ripon,  that  I  would  not 
allow  the  Motion  to  he  withdrawn,  and  I 
called  upon  the  House  to  put  a  negative  on 
the  Motion,  and  the  House  accordingly  put 
a  negative  on  the  Motion;  therefore  the 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  say  that  he  with- 
drew his  Motion,  or  was  ready  to  forego 
any  advantage  he  might  have  from  the 
opmion  of  the  House  in  consequence  of 
that  statement  of  mine.  When  the  Com- 
mittee met  next  day,  it  appeared  they 
eame  to  a  resolution  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  read — they  came  to  a  resolution 
that  the  Queen's  Advocate  in  Ceylon,  and 
Captain  Watson,  and  such  other  witnesses 
whose  attendance  might  he  necessary, 
should  he  summoned,  and  that  a  commu- 
nication should  he  had  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  that  purpose.  Now,  Sir,  in 
coming  to  that  resolution  they  went  cer- 
tainly heyond  anything  I  have  stated  in 
this  House — they  went,  I  conceive,  beyond 
the  regular  powers  of  a  Parliamentary 
Committee.  They  stated  that  certain  wit- 
nesses should  he  summoned  from  Ceylon. 
So  fkr  everything  was  regular,  and  in  con- 
formity with  what  I  stated  ;  hut  in  propos- 
ing, further,  that  such  other  witnesses  as 
might  be  necessary  should  be  summoned 
from  Ceylon,  they  either  meant  one  of  two 
things — they  either  meant  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  should  communicate 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  state  to 
him  the  reasons  why  certain  other  persons 
should  be  summoned,  placing  before  him 
the  ground  on  which  they  thought  their 
evidence  was  necessary,  and  obtain  his 
concurrence  that  they  should  be  sum- 
moned; or  else  it  meant  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  should  have  an  ab- 
■olute  right  to  command  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  give  orders  to  him  with  respect 
to  any  witness  to  be  summoned.  With 
regard  to  that  last  interpretation,  it  cannot 
be  held  by  the  House  to  be  sufficient  or 
binding.  When  I  said  the  witnesses  re- 
quired by  the  Committee  should  be  sum- 
moned, I  did  not  mean  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  should  have  absolute 
pow«r,  or  that  for  six  months  he  should 
baye  the  absolute  discretion  to  summon 
may  witness  he  might  name,  and  that  the 
Qoeen**  Secretary  of  State  had  nothing  to 


do  but  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  chairman. 
If  that  is  not  the  interpretation,  I  ask 
of  what  it  is  that  tho  hon.  Gentleman  who 
made  this  Motion  has  to  complain?  At 
the  end  of  November  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wrote  a  letter,  of  which  I  have  a  copy  in 
my  hand,  in  which  he  requires  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  summon  four 
witnesses  from  Ceylon,  but  gave  no  reason 
for  summoning  them.  He  said  their  pres- 
ence was  necessary,  but  he  gave  no  rea- 
son whatever  why  they  should  be  sum- 
moned. He  did  not  state  what  it  was  they 
were  called  upon  to  say,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  naturally  answered  that  he 
did  not  conceive  he  had  properly  the  power 
to  summon  the  witnesses  thus  named  — 
that  it  could  not  but  lead  to  a  considerable 
expense;  and  Earl  Grey  said,  as  he  was 
not  aware  that  the  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tee possessed  the  power  of  delegating  to 
their  chairman  the  power  of  summoning 
what  witnesses  were  to  be  called,  his  Lord- 
ship did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  incur  the 
heavy  expense  that  would  be  necessary 
to  make  this  addition  to  the  witnesses. 
This  discussion  must  be  left  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  it  is  impossible 
that  the  House  could  have  meant  other- 
wise, for  see  what  is  the  object  of  the  de- 
cision which  Earl  Grey  came  to.  I  asked 
Earl  Grey  himself  if  sufficient  reasons  were 
given  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and,  if  it  were  shown  to  him  that 
the  attendance  of  those  witnesses  was 
necessary,  whether  he  would  not  have  felt 
at  liberty  to  summon  the  witnesses.  He 
said,  if  such  grounds  were  laid  before  him 
as  he  thought  were  sufficient,  he  would 
have  proceeded  in  that  course,  and  felt  at 
liberty  to  summon  the  witnesses  ;  but  that 
he  was  to  be  at  the  command  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  and  obey  the  dic- 
tates that  chairman  should  give  him,  was 
not  his  duty  as  Secretary  of  State.  And 
unless  you  subvert  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  say  he  has  no  dis- 
cretion, but  must  obey  the  orders,  not  of  a 
Committee,  but  of  the  chairman  of  a  Com- 
mittee, I  submit  to  the  House  that  the  re- 
solution moved  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  cannot  be  in 
any  manner  sustained.  The  letter  was 
written  at  the  end  of  November ;  Parlia- 
ment has  met  at  the  end  of  January  ;  it  is 
now  proposed  that  the  Committee  should 
be  reappointed;  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  fit,  on  consideration,  to  summon 
those  witnesses,  there  will  be  two  months, 
and  no  more,  lost  by  this  decision  of  Earl 
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Gmj.  How,  then,  is  It  posaToie  to  saj 
that  mv  nijbie  Friend  Ihsla  evaded  the  nn- 
dentandin^.  or  wishe:3  to  bafie  inqnirr  \ 
for  3uch  ia  die  ca^f?  as  it  now  stands  before 
the  Sooae.  If  the  Hooae  aucree  to  the  Com- 
mittee,  this  question  will  be  brought  before  it 
before  a  .iin<£le  witnes:^  i;s  examined.  Hay- 
ing referred  to  what  passeii  widi  regard  to 
myself,  I  cannot  but  say  that  I  deeply  re- 
gret that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committ«?e  should  have  taken 
this  •3ccasion  to  raise  what  mav  be  consi- 
dered  a  very  painful  and  exeitinL:  diicus- 
sion  relatintr  co  die  a^airs  uf  Lev  Ion.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  aware — and  mr 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  fi>r  Moncrose  is 
not  aware — of  the  consequences  of  this  in- 
quiry. It  was  necessary  for  the  Governor 
of  Ceylon  to  put  down  a  formidable  insur- 
rection, which  might  have  led  to  much 
bloodshed  ;  of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Whether,  in  so  putting  it  down,  and  punish- 
ing the  persons  engaged  in  it,  he  was  guilty 
of  greater  rigour  than  was  necessary,  is  a 
question  for  the  Committee.  It  is  a  grave 
question,  atfecting  not  only  the  character 
of  the  Governor,  but  the  authority  of  this 
country  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  more 
especially  alfecting  the  tranquillity  of  that 
colony.  When  the  hon.  ^[ember  for  Mon- 
trose  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  Earl  Grey, 
was  ho  aware  that  persons  in  Ceylon  have 
not  scrupled  to  say  they  have  the  authority 
of  the  Committee  to  call  whom  they  may 
— to  send  homo  any  witness  they  please, 
even  the  chief  judges  of  Ceylon  ;  and  by 
tho  authority  of  the  Committee  they  can 
dispotjto  as  tliey  please  of  persons  in  that 
colony.  They  have  gone  further,  and 
spn^ad  through  an  ignorant  population, 
consisting  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  na- 
tives, with  a  very  small  European  popula- 
tion, A  report  that  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  punish  tho  Governor,  and  to  re- 
call all  the  persons  that  were  banished  ; 
and  liavo  said  that  the  legal  authority  of 
the  (rovernmont  was  not  to  bo  attended  to, 
because  they  would,  by  their  communica- 
tions with  tho  hon.  Member  for  Montrose 
and  the  (,\>mnuttoe,  destroy  the  Govern- 
inent,  and  hoiuI  homo  Lord  Torrington  to 
be  punisheil.  Now,  these  aro  no  light 
matters  amidst  a  population  of  a  million 
ami  a  halt'  of  natives.  I  think  it  was  a 
rnaHon  when  the  Committee  was  appointed 
that  we  Hliould  avoid  oxciting  topics,  and 
|jy  (ienthMiicii  belonging  to  tlmt  Commit- 
t4sii  have  tbo  ((uestion  cahnly  decided.  In- 
litcsttd  of  that,  the  lion.  Member  for  In- 
ViiniOMMliins   though    concurring   in   the 


opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire, that  Captain  WatBon  should  be 
examined  as  one  of  the  witncsseSy  has 
thought  proper  to  pronounce  the  strongest 
possible  invective  against  the  conduct  of 
Captam  Watson.  Now,  I  ask,  is  that  the 
way  to  proceed  ?  I  do  hope  that  that  hon. 
Gendeman,  not  merely  standing  now  in 
the  situation  of  an  accuser,  but  also  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  will  consider 
that  he  has  great  duties  to  perform,  and  a 
serious  responsibility.  Whatever  our  re- 
sponsibility may  be  with  respect  to  the 
government  of  that  colony,  those  who  per- 
mit inflammatory  addresses  to  be  circu- 
lated in  that  colony  have  also  a  serious 
responsibility  upon  them  ;  and  I  do 
hope  that,  in  appointing  this  Commit- 
tee (whether  the  House  censure  me  or 
not),  you  will  consider  that  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  an  important  possession 
of  the  British  Crown  are  involved  in  your 
decision. 

SiH  J.  GRAHAM:  Mr.  Speaker,  as 
allusion  has  been  made  to  me  by  more  than 
one  hon.  Member  during  the  progress  of 
this  discussion,  I  cannot  remain  silent ;  at 
the  same  time  I  am  very  unwilling  to  be 
dragged  into  this  debate,  into  which  more 
heat  has  entered  than  I  think  desirable, 
considering  the  official  character  of  the  in- 
quiry in  progress  before  a  Committee  of 
this  House.  Of  that  feeling  I  don't  par- 
take in  the  least  degree.  I  know  nothing 
of  this  matter,  except  what  occurred  in  the 
debate  at  the  close  of  the  last  Session — 
what  I  collected  from  the  report  already  on 
the  table  of  the  House — and  what  I  inci- 
dentally collected  from  other  organs  of 
public  information.  The  matter  which  the 
hon.  Gendeman  the  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire more  immediately  presses  on  our 
consideration  now,  is  a  question  as  to  the 
understanding  which  was  arrived  at  in  this 
House  after  the  debate  at  the  close  of  last 
Session.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  veiy 
often  to  be  brought  into  hostile  collision 
with  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment; but  I  must  say,  having  known  the 
noble  Lord  now  for  many  years,  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  le$$  capable,  either  in  public 
or  in  private,  of  intentionally  breaking  any 
engagement  into  which  he  has  entered;  or 
any  Member  of  the  House  who,  from  his 
constitutional  principles,  steadily  adhered 
to  through  a  long  political  life,  would  be 
so  little  disposed  to  impede,  unfairly  or 
consciously,  aiiv  iniuirv  instituted  in  the 
Commons'  IL.^u*o  of  Pari  lament,  in  their 
capacity  of  the  grar.d  inquest  of  the  nation. 
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I  cannot,  without  conelusire  eridence,  be- 
Here  that  the  noble  Lord  has  violated  tn- 
tentionallj  any  pledge  given  in  this  House 
on  this  subject.  That  would  be  my  ge- 
neral impresskm;  but  my  special  recollec- 
tion of  what  occurred  at  the  close  of  last 
Session  confirms  my  general  impression. 
I  think  the  understanding  into  which  the 
noble  Lord  entered  was  limited  to  this — 
that  the  Ceylon  Committee  might,  on  the 
earliest  day  after  the  debate  was  closed, 
consider  the  documentary  evidence  that 
was  necessary — that  they  should  consider 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  were  to  be 
Bommoned — that  they  were  to  agree  upon 
those  names — and  notify  those  names  to 
the  Secretary  of  State;  and  the  noble  Lord 
undertook  that  when  those  names  were  so 
notified  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  means 
ahoold  be  taken  to  ensure  their  attendance. 
That  was  the  understanding;  and  looking 
to  what  occurred  before  the  Committee,  I 
imisl  say  that  understanding  was  complied 
with.  It  appears,  however,  that  a  diffi- 
tnitj  arose  in  fixing  upon  the  names  of  the 
peiwms  to  be  summoned;  and  power  was 
gifon  by  a  vote  of  the  Committee  to  dele- 
gate to  the  Chairman  to  communicate  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  the  names  of  those 
persons.  I  must  say,  really,  my  impres- 
non  IB  that  that  vote  so  carried  went  be- 
yond the  undertaking  of  the  noble  Lord ; 
and  my  difficulty  in  this  case  arises  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  having  concurred 
in  that  resolution.  By  doing  so  he  went 
beyond  the  promise  of  the  noble  Lord;  but 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  has  given  that  in- 
terpretation to  the  engagement  which  it 
strictly  bears.  The  great  question  for  us 
now  to  consider,  is,  not  to  come  to  a  vote 
Off  censure  without  any  notice  given,  but  to 
•ee  what  the  ends  of  justice  require.  It 
is  impossible  this  inquiry  can  bo  stifled,  or 
p«t  down  in  any  degree.  I  do  not  under- 
Mand  that  Government  intend  to  stifle  it.  I 
tfasnk  the  inquiry  must  be  prosecuted  to  the 
iitBoat.  The  more  I  hear  of  it,  the  more  I  feci 
tiMt  the  public  interest  requires  the  deepest 
jBFestigation,  and  that  it  should  take  place 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  As  to  the 
question  of  expense,  the  expense  of  sum- 
nMning  witnesses  is  not  to  be  regarded  for 
a  BMxnent.  Then  arises  the  question  of 
lota  of  time;  but  two  months  only  have  been 
loat.  The  communication  was  made  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  at  the  end  of  No- 
vember, and  it  was  not  possible  to  send  for 
the  witnesses  until  the  early  part  of  De- 
eember;  and  now,  if  the  Committee  are  ap- 
pwnipd  to-day,  and  meet  on  to-morrow  or 
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Friday,  they  may  agree  on  the  names  of 
farther  witnesses  to  be  called,  so  that  only 
two  months,  in  point  of  fact,  have  been 
lost  in  summoning  those  witnesses^  All 
the  desire  that  I  liave  on  the  subject  is, 
that  the  investigation  should  be  proeecutcd, 
and  that  it  should  be  conducted  fairly, 
fully,  and  without  reservation,  and  that  no 
witness  whose  evidence  the  Committee 
think  important  should  be  kept  back.  Be- 
fore the  close  of  this  Session,  with  ordinary 
diligence,  those  witnesses  may  be  sent  for, 
their  evidence  could  be  taken,  and  the  in- 
quiry would  close.  I  sincerely  regret  that 
any  misunderstanding  should  take  place  to 
disturb  the  judicial  character  of  the  in- 
quiry. I  shall  vote  for  the  reappointment 
of  the  Committee,  and  I  am  anxious  the 
inquiry  should  go  on;  but,  on  the  whole,  I 
cannot  vote  for  any  vote  of  censure  such  as 
that  contained  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hen.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire. 

Mr.  F.  MAULE  begged  to  make  a  re- 
mark in  reference  to  an  observation  made 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  county  of  Inverness.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  led  the  House  to  suppose  that 
during  the  insurrection  in  Ceylon  the  task 
of  performing  a  highly  responsible  duty 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  officer 
(Colonel  Drought)  of  no  very  long  standing 
in  the  service.  It  was  also  complained  that 
Major  General  Smelt  did  not  repair  to  the 
post  at  which  Colonel  Drought  was  sta- 
tioned; but  the  fact  was  that  Major  General 
Smelt's  attention  was  devoted  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  capital,  and  Colonel  Drought, 
the  senior  officer  in  command  in  the  dis- 
turbed district,  was  entrusted  with  the  dis- 
charge of  important  duties  there.  Of  what 
standing  in  the  army  did  the  House  think 
Colonel  Drought  was  ?  He  was  of  thirty- 
five  years  standing.  He  was  an  officer 
distinguished  by  his  zeal  in  his  profession, 
by  his  intelligence  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  entrusted  to  him,  and  had  served 
thirty-three  years  on  full  pay. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said,  he  rose  to  ofl^er  one 
or  two  observations,  which  he  should  not 
have  made  but  for  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  who 
had  not  shown  great  tact  as  a  leader  in 
the  resolution  he  had  submitted.  There 
was  a  pretty  general  opinion  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  that  the  course  taken  by  Earl 
Grey,  if  not  intended  to  evade  inquiry,  at 
least  laid  him  open  to  strong  suspicion  of 
it;  and  he  was  sure  no  one  on  the  bench 
on  which  he  sat  would  be  disposed  to  sane- 
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tion  sncb  conduct.  But  tlie  hon.  Member's 
proposition  had  been  made  without  any 
notice — without  any  one  supposing  that  so 
grave  a  question  as  a  Tote  of  censure  on 
the  Government  was  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. The  Motion  was  one  of  direct  dis- 
approval of  the  conduct  of  the  Government, 
though  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  course 
taken  had  been  taken  by  misapprehension 
on  the  part  of  one  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  who  was  not  then  present  to 
state  precisely  the  motives  from  which  he 
had  acted.  With  regard  to  the  question 
itself,  he  thought  Earl  Grey  entirely  wrong 
in  the  course  he  had  taken ;  and  there  was 
a  fallacy  in  the  explanation  that  had  been 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Ripon.  He  did  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  be  bound,  in  the  course 
they  took,  by  any  expression  which  had 
fallen  at  the  close  of  last  Session  from 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment; they  ought  to  have  been,  and 
he  presumed  were,  left  at  liberty  to  take 
the  course  usually  taken  by  Commit- 
tees, which  was,  to  leave  a  considerable 
power  in  the  hands  of  their  chairman 
with  regard  to  the  summoning  of  wit- 
nesses; and  this  course  was  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  business  of  the  Committees. 
In  this  case  the  course  taken  had  been 
precisely  the  right  one,  and  the  only  one 
which  it  was  in  the  Committee's  power  to 
take;  for  they  had  not  then  the  names  be- 
fore them,  and  could  not  possibly  obtain 
them  without  communicating  with  Ceylon. 
They  requested  their  chairman  to  make 
such  communication;  and  when  he  received 
his  answer,  it  was  his  duty  to  proceed  to 
the  Colonial  Office,  and  hand  in  the  names 
of  such  parties  as  he  believed  to  be  sub- 
stantial witnesses,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
inquiry.  The  hon.  Member  for  Inverness- 
shire  did  so;  and  the  witnesses  he  proposed 
to  call,  were  precisely  those  whom  the 
House  would  believe  ought  to  be  called,  in 
order  to  give  information  on  the  point. 
They  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  Braybrooke, 
Lieutenant  Henderson  (of  the  Ceylon  Ri- 
fles), E.  J.  Waring,  Esq.  (police  magis- 
trate), and  Mr.  John  Selby  (advocate), 
brother,  he  believed,  of  the  Queen's  Advo- 
cate. Had  the  hon.  Gentleman  acting  for 
the  Committee  called  three  or  four  men  of 
no  character,  or  of  unknown  character — 
men  who  might  be  supposed  to  be  strong 
partisans  against  Lord  Torrington,  and 
xrom  whom  only  a  very  coloured  and  gar- 
bled account  of  these  transactions  might 
be  tnpposed  likely  to  be  obtained — then 


Earl  Grey  might  have  hesitated.  As  it 
was,  he  protested  against  the  noble  Lord 
refusing  to  summon  these  persons,  and  re- 
fusing almost  entirely  on  the  ground  of 
expense.  [An  Hon.  Member:  No,  no!] 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  he  said — 

"  Lord  Grey  is  not  aware  that  a  Parliamentaiy 
Committee  possesses  the  power  of  delegating  to 
its  chairman  the  power  of  deciding  what  witnesses 
are  to  be  'called  for ;  and  his  Lordship  does  not 
feel  himself  at  liberty,  without  the  express  autho- 
rity of  the  Committee,  to  incur  the  heavy  expense 
which  would  be  occasioned  by  directing  the  at* 
tendance  of  the  additional  witnesses  whose  names 
you  have  given." 

It  had  been  expressly  understood  that  two 
or  more  witnesses  should  be  called ;  and  it 
certainly  was  not  unreasonable  that  the 
chairman  should  select  four  respectable 
men,  and  parties  whom  the  Committee 
might  fairly  examine.  The  number  cer- 
tainly did  not  exceed  what  it  might  be  sup- 
posed the  Committee  required  to  be  called, 
when  they  left  it  to  their  chairman  to 
choose  such  others  as  it  might  be  necessary 
to  examine.  He  agreed  in  what  had  been 
said  as  to  the  impropriety  of  the  course 
taken  by  Earl  Grey;  it  was  a  very  bad 
thing  for  his  own  case,  for  Lord  Torring- 
ton, and  for  the  Government,  that  he 
should  have  hesitated  in  a  matter  like  this. 
The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment said  this  was  a  very  exciting  subject 
in  the  colony.  No  doubt  of  it.  But  the 
proper  way  to  put  down  excitement  in  that 
colony,  and  to  prevent  its  springing  up 
in  others,  was  for  that  House  to  show  the 
most  determined  resolution  to  have  the 
fullest  and  speediest  inquiry  which  the  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  The  condition 
of  our  colonies  was  not  so  favourable  that 
we  could  afford  to  allow  charges  of  this 
nature  to  remain  uninvestigated— charges 
which,  if  only  half  substantiated,  would 
bring  the  utmost  disgrace  on  Lord  Tor- 
rington, and  would  heap  discredit  on  the 
Government  that  had  backed  him  for  the 
last  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  Were 
only  half  these  charges  proved,  it  would 
justify  all,  and  more  than  all,  that  had 
been  said  by  hon.  Gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  the  Colonial  Office  on  this  ques- 
tion. If  the  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire would  substitute  for  his  Motion, 
*'  That  the  witnesses  whose  names  were 
handed  in  to  the  Colonial  Office  be  forth- 
with summoned  to  attend  this  Committee," 
he  (Mr.  Bright)  should  be  extremely  happy 
to  vote  with  him ;  and  that  would  suffi- 
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cieDtlj  show  the  opinion  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  their  not  having  been  called  by 
Earl  6rej;  but  he  would  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  consent  to  vote  for  the  Mo- 
tion the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made ;  and 
he  did  not  like  to  go  into  the  same  lobby 
with  the  Government  on  this  Motion,  with- 
out this  brief  explanation  of  his  reasons 
for  doing  so. 

Major  BLACKALL  said,  that  as  far  as 
his  recollection  served  him,  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  Committee  in  de- 
ciding upon  summoning  Mr.  Selby  and 
Captain  Watson,  were,  that  those  persons 
would  be  able  to  prove  or  disprove  certain 
charges  made  before  the  Committee;  one 
of  which  was  founded  upon  certain  letters 
containing  expressions  said  to  have  been 
naed  by  Lord  Torrington;  another  of  the 
charges  being  that  Lord  Torrington  had 
eommunicated  with  Captain  Watson,  in- 
stead of y  as  is  the  usual  course,  giving  in- 
•tmctions  to  the  commanding  officer.  It 
was  agreed  by  the  Committee  that  those 
witnesses  should  be  called,  and  the  chair- 
man was  authorised  to  communicate  with 
the  Colonial  Office  as  to  the  necessary  wit- 
to  be  ordered  home  to  give  evidence 


before  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  in 
the  ensuing  Session.  The  hon.  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  though 
be  assented  to  that  resolution,  stated  that 
evidence  would  be  required  to  be  given  to 
show  that  the  attendance  of  such  witnesses 
was  necessary.  He  regretted  that  expres- 
uons  had  been  made  use  of  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  which  seemed  to  assume  that 
all  the  charges  which  had  been  made  had 
been  distinctly  proved;  and  it  was  with  ex- 
treme pleasure  that  he  heard  the  testimony 
borne  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  at  War  to  the  conduct  of  Co- 
lonel Drought.  In  his  (Major  BlackaU's) 
f^inion,  there  was  no  person  whose  cha- 
racter would  be  a  better  guarantee  that  no 
aet  of  cruelty  or  unnecessary  violence  would 
take  place,  or  to  whom  at  the  same  time 
the  safety  of  the  colony  and  the  honour  of 
the  troops  could  be  more  safely  confided 
than  to  that  gallant  officer. 

Me.  DISRAELI :  Sir,  if  the  House 
win  permit  me  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  Amendment  which  I  have  proposed, 
I  shall  feel  obliged.  There  seems  to  be 
some  reason  for  opposing  that  Amendment, 
heeanse  it  contains  a  general  disapproval 
of  the  Government,  rather  than  of  one 
angle  If  ember  of  it.  For  my  part,  I  can- 
BOi  recognise  the  principle,  that  the  act  of 
anj  indiTidnal  Member  of  the  Cabinet  is 


not  shared  by  the  general  Government; 
and  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  more 
unfair,  in  any  Motion  or  proposition  of  this 
sort,  than  to  single  out  for  censure  any  one 
particular  Minister,  and  not  to  make  your 
expression  of  censure  a  general  one.  That 
is  the  only  reason  why  I  adopted  the  lan- 
guage contained  in  the  Amendment.  I 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  criticism 
which  has  been  made  upon  the  Amend- 
ment, that  no  notice  has  been  given  of  a 
resolution  which  is  equivalent  to  a  vote  of 
censure.  I  have  no  idea  of  taking  the 
House  by  surprise  upon  this  subject.  It 
is  an  Amendment  which  grew  up  out  of 
the  Motion  on  the  subject.  The  hon.  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
has  made  a  Motion  of  a  particular  character, 
which  called  for  some  expression  of  opinion 
upon  the  part  of  hon.  Members;  and  in- 
deed it  was  expressed  by  the  other  side  as 
a  matter  of  astonishment  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Inverness-shire  had  not  moved 
some  Amendment  upon  that  Motion.  I 
myself  have  no  wish — if  it  is  supposed  that 
notice  has  not  been  given  of  what  may  be 
called  a  vote  of  censure — I  have  no  wish  to 
insist  on  my  Motion,  and  if  the  House  will 
permit  me  I  will  withdraw  it.  But  in  ac- 
ceding to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester,  which  appears  to  me 
an  excellent  one,  I  can  only  look  upon  it 
as  one  which  involves  a  censure  upon  the 
Government  also;  and  if  after  the  produc- 
tion of  the  letter  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and 
the  expressions  made  use  of  by  a  Member 
of  the  Government,  the  House  avails  itself 
of  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester,  which  I  leave  in  his  hands, 
and  am  willing  to  support  him,  I  must  still 
consider  it  as  virtually  a  censure  upon  the 
Government. 

Mr.  v.  SMITH  said,  that  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  the  great 
leader  of  the  Protectionist  party,  had  con- 
sented to  put  his  Motion  in  a  better  posi- 
tion by  the  suggestion  of  a  Jacobin  free- 
trader, a  greater  victory  could  not  be  taken 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  than 
that  of  his  present  position,  in  which  he 
had  taught  the  leader  of  the  opposite  party 
what  tactics  he  ought  to  pursue  in  that 
House.  If  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  were  with- 
drawn, and  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  substituted  in  its 
stead,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
it,  for  this  reason — they  were  not  now  in 
the  position  in  which  they  were  when  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Inremess-shire  made  his 
proposal  to  the  noble  Liord  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  He  qoite  agreed  in  the  opinion 
that  it  was  unwise  in  the  noble  Lord  to 
reject  the  proposal  made  hj  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
in  a  case  in  which  it  was  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  a  fall  and  complete  inquiry 
shoold  take  place.  The  expenses  of  bring- 
ing orer  the  witnesses  were  but  a  mere 
trSe  in  comparison  with  the  magnitude  of 
the  inquiry.  The  House  had  now  to  con- 
sider the  question  in  another  point  of  view. 
The  Committee  were  now  upon  the  point 
of  being  reappointed,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  advisable,  and  more  respectful 
to  the  Committee,  to  allow  it  to  decide  for 
itself  how  many  and  what  witnesses  should 
be  sent  for  from  the  colony,  now  that  the 
noble  Lord  bad  refused  to  send  for  them, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HENLEY  considered  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible,  whaterer  arrangements 
might  be  made,  that  any  full  or  complete 
inquiry  could  be  made  at  all  this  Ses- 
sion. The  delay  of  t^o  months,  or  of 
ten  weeks,  which  had  been  spoken  of, 
was  not  the  whole  of  the  results  of  this 
refusal  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Colonial  OflSce.  They  had  been 
told  that  two  witnesses  had  been  sent  for, 
and  that,  somehow  or  other,  there  were 
four  or  five  others  ready  to  be  examined, 
which  would  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee till  the  arrival  of  the  others.  The 
effect  of  this  would  be,  that  the  selected 
witnesses  called  to  upset  the  case — if  he 
might  use  such  a  term — would  be  exa- 
mined first,  and  when  the  Session  had 
nearly  terminated,  the  witnesses  would  be 
called  who  were  to  establish  the  case. 
Such  would  be  the  practical  effect — ^he  did 
not  say  that  it  was  intended  it  should  be 
so,  nor  did  he  charge  any  one  with  any 
intentions  of  the  sort;  but  no  person  would 
ever  consent  to  go  into  an  inquiry  in  which 
the  adversary's  case,  which  ought  to  be 
the  reply,  should  be  allowed  to  come  out 
first,  and  throw  discredit  upon  everything 
which  they  were  going  to  state,  before 
they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
their  case. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  :  I  cannot  give 
my  consent  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  being  with- 
drawn. If  it  is  not  a  censure  upon  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
OfBoe,  I  consider  it  a  censure  upon  myself 
and  the  Government,  and  shall  therefore 
oppose  its  wiUidrawal. 


Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided: — ^Ajes  140;  Noes 
68:  Majority  72. 
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BatMon,  T. 
Bennet,  P. 
Bernard,  Visot. 
Bast,  J. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Brisoo^M. 
Broadley,  H. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Book,  L.  W. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
ConoUy,  T. 

Cotton,  bon.  W.  H.  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 
Furer^  J. 
For1»e8,W. 

Forester,  hon.  G.  C.  W. 
FUOar^A.  £. 
OadwU,  J.  M. 

GflMMlUG. 


Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hornby,  J. 
Horsman,  E. 
Hnme,  J. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Long,  W. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  C.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  G. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
Miles,  W. 

Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Napier,  J. 
Newport,  Visct. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Prime,  R. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  H. 
Stuart,  J. 
SuUiTan,  M. 
Tolleioaehe,  J. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Wahnsley,  Sir  J. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wegg-Prosser,  F.  R. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 

TSLLBR8. 

Beresford,  W. 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 


J- 

WVgMI,  £•. 

Gwyn,  H. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Balaey,  T.  P. 
Baaukon,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Henlej,  J.  W. 
IBI^jrard,  R.  C. 
Bodlgwm,  W.  N. 

Mr.  HUMB  moved  the  addition,  at  the 
mi  of  the  original  resolution,  of  the  words 
— -*'  And  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Braj- 
hrooke.  Lieutenant  Henderson,  E.  S.  War- 
mg,  Esq.,  and  John  Selby,  Advocate,  be 
mnmoned  to  attend  the  said  Committee.*' 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  if  the 
kit  Amendment  was  a  censure  upon  the 
6oferament»  the  present  one  was  a  cen- 
IBB  vpon.  the  Committee.  The  more 
■MmI  and  natural  course  was  to  leave  it  to 
Ao  Comnuttee  to  decide  what  witnesses 
be  called,  and  he  thought  that  the 
•hoold  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands 
dTtiiO  Committee.  Whj  the  House  should 
faglaipofle,  or  say  by  its  resolution  that  the 
fllinilliiii  were  not  to  be  trusted  to  decide 
it  to  wbai  witnesses  were  to  be  called,  he 
1Mi»  not  aware. 

HUME  stated,  that  the  mails  would 

to-morrow,   and    it    would  be  de- 
ip  order  to  avoid  any  further  de- 


lay, that  the  order  for  the  attendance  of 
the  witnesses  should  be  transmitted  by 
that  mail,  which  they  would  be  enaUed  to 
do  if  the  House  at  once  decnded  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  ha  WES  said,  that  although  one 
mail  left  to-morrow,  still  that  the  ordinary 
mail  would  not  leave  till  the  20th  of  thio 
month.  The  mail  of  to-morrow  would  go 
by  way  of  Bombay,  and  there  would  be  but 
the  difference  of  a  few  days  in  the  arrival 
of  that  and  of  the  one  of  the  20th.  He 
was  perfectly  prepared  to  move  the  reap- 
pointment of  the  same  members  who  form- 
ed the  Committee  of  last  year,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  nominate  them  at  once, 
so  that  they  might  meet  to-morrow^ 
when  he  would  be  ready  to  state  his  rea- 
sons for  objecting  to  any  witnesses,  or 
naming  others,  which  the  Committee 
might  please  to  decide  upon.  He  would 
also  state  that  several  witnesses  were  ready 
to  be  examined  before  the  Committee;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  parties  against  the  Go- 
vernor of  Ceylon  had  had  the  whole  of  the 
last  year  to  produce  their  witnesses,  and  to 
substantiate  their  charges,  it  was  not  ex- 
ceedingly unfair  that  the  Committee  should 
now  hear  some  of  the  witnesses  upon  the 
other  side. 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  added. ' 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  100 ;  Noes 
109:  Majority  9. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Adair,  H.  E. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Anstey,  T.  C. 
Archdall,  Capt.  M. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bagot,  hon.  W. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Batcson,  T. 
Bennet,  P. 
Beresford,  W. 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Best,  J. 
Blair,  S. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Bright,  J. 
Brisco,  M. 
Broadley,  H. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
Chattert<m,  CoL 
Cocks,  T.  S. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Compton,  H.  C. 
Conolly,  T. 

Cotton,  hoo.  W.  H.  S. 
Cubitt,  W. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 


Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.  B. 
Duneuft,  J. 
Fagan,  W. 
Farrer,  J. 
Forbes,  W. 

Forester,  hon.  G.  C.  W. 
Frewen,  C.  H. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
GaskeU,  J.  M. 
Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Greenall,  G. 
Greene,  J, 
Grogan,  £. 
Guernsey,  Lord 
Gwyn,  H. 
Ilalford,  Sir  H. 
Ualsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamiltoa,  Lord  C. 
Heald,.  J. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Henry,  A. 
Henrey,  Lwd  A. 
Hildyard,  R.  C. 
HodgsoiL,  W.  N. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hornby,  J. 
Horsman,  E. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H, 
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Kershaw,  J. 
lAcy,  H.  C. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Long,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  G.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  G. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
MUes,  W. 
Morgan,  0. 
MulUngs,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Napier,  J. 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 
Newport,  Visct. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Prime,  R. 
Reid,  Col. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Simeon,  J. 
Smith,  J.  B. 


Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stanley,  £. 
Stuart,  H. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan,  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Turner,  G.  J. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Walmsley,  Sir  J. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wegg-Prosser,  F.  R. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Williams,  J. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 

TSLLBBS. 

Hume,  J. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Abdy,  T.  N. 
Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Armstrong,  R.  B. 
Baines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  Sir  F.  T. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkeley.  C.  L.  G. 
Bemal,  R. 
Blackall,  S.  W. 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Caulfeild,  J.  M. 
Cayley,  E.  S. 
Chaplin,  W.  J. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clements,  hon.  C.  S. 
Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Clifford,  H.  M. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H. 
Copeland,  Aid. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Crowder,  R.  B. 
Dalrymple,  Capt. 
Davie,  Sir  H.  R.  F. 
Davies,  D.  A.  S. 
Duncan,  Visct. 
Duncan,  G. 

Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Dunne,  Col. 
Ebrington,  Visct. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 
Enfield,  Visct. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fitzwilliam,  hon.  G.  W. 
Fortescue,  hon.  J.  W. 
Fox,  R.  M. 
French,  F. 

Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Grenfell,  C.  P. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grosvenor,  Earl 
Hallyburton,  Ld.  J.  F.  G. 
Hanmer,  Sir  J. 
Harris,  R. 


Hastie,  A. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hawes,  B. 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hollond,  R. 
Howard,  Lord  E. 
Howard,  hon.  C.  W.  G. 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Jocelyn,  Visct. 
Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Lewis,  rt.  hon.  SirT.  F. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Loveden,  P. 
M'Cullagh,  W.  T. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Marshall,  W. 
Masterman,  J. 
Matheson,  A. 
Matheson,  Col. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Melgund,  Visct. 
Milner,  W.  M.  E. 
Monsell,  W. 
Morris,  D. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Paget,  Lord  C. 
Palmerston,  Visct. 
Parker,  J. 
Pelham,  hon.  D.  A. 
Pendarves,  E.  W.  W. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C, 
Power,  Dr. 
Rawdon,  CoL 
Rich,  H. 
Richards,  R. 
Romilly,  Sir  J, 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Sandars,  J. 


Scrope,  G.  P.  Wall,  C.  B. 

Seymour,  Lord  Wellealey,  Lord  C. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V.  Willooz,  B.  BC 

Somerville,  rt.hn.  Sir  W.  Wilaon,  J. 

Sotheron,  T.  H.  S.  Wilaoa,  M. 

Stansfleld,  W.  R.  C.  Wood,  W.  P. 
Tennent,  R.  J.  tbllebs. 

Thomely,  T.  Grey,  R.  W. 

Tufhell,  H.  Hill,  Lord  BC 

And  it  being  Six  of  the  clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  Houae  till  To- 
morrow, without  putting  the  Question. 


i^MMWMMMMMMMMWWi 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thundoff,  February  7,  1 850. 

MiNUTSs.]    BeporUd^—ftt^atnafB  OBkem,  BuBknfitgf. 

House  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  February  7,  1850. 


MiKUTKS.]    Skw  Wam.— For  Kirkeadbright,  «. 

Maitland,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  at  tbm  Oonrt  «f 

Session. 
New  Msmbbb  Sworn^— For  Windnr,    Jolm  Hatdhdl. 

Esq. 
Public  Bills.    1<*  Glasgow  Markets  and  Slao^terfaomti  i 

Process  and  Praetioe  (Irdand) ;  Court  of  Chaoeery  (Ii»- 

land) ;  Registration  of  Deeds  (Irdand) ;  JadgmeBts  (Iib> 

Iand)t    Marriages;   Pirates  (Head  Monejr)  Repeal;  Lift 

Policies  of  Assurance, 
il^poried.— County  Cess  (Ireland). 

ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION— MR. 
HORSMAN*S  LETTER. 

Mr.  roebuck  :  Sir.  I  wish  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  nohle  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Goyemment  and  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  and,  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Memher  for  Cockermouth  is 
also  present,  I  would  heg  to  solicit  his  at- 
tention also.  No  douht  it  must  he  iu  the 
recollection  of  the  nohle  Lord  opposite,  and 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  some 
time  since  a  letter  signed  "  E.  Horsman*' 
appeared  in  the  puhlic  papers.  In  that 
letter — and  the  reason  I  put  the  question 
is,  hecause  I  helieve  the  honour  of  the 
House  is  concerned,  and  that  the  sooner 
some  explanation  of  a  remarkahle  circum- 
stance like  this  is  giyen  the  hotter  for  all 
parties,  and  more  particularly  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  House  and  the  Administration 
— the  letter  charges  the  nohle  Lord  oppo- 
site— I  heg  the  noble  Lord's  pardon  for 
making  use  of  such  phraseology,  but  such 
are  the  terms  here— charges  him  with 
something  like  a  fraud.  The  charge  is  not 
mine;   I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  under- 
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fitand  that.     It  charges  the  nohle  Lord  op-  '  liour  past  midnight.    The  Amendments  were  re- 

posite  with  a  fraud  upon  this  House— that  Po»*^^  *^  ^^^  Speaker  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
f  V  •  •  •  X  1.  reprinted ;  and,  thoui?h  some  days  more  must  be 
he,  having  given  a  promise  to  an  hon.  Jt  in  the  reprinting,  we  left  the  House  with  the 
Member  of  this  House,  m  the  face  of  this  conviction  that  at  last  one  step  had  been  achieved 
House,  employed  as  the  instrument  of  the  in  the  great  and  important  work  of  Church  reform, 
fraud — for  I  can  use  no  other  word — the  *"*^  ^^*^  ^^®  ^*ys  ^^  *^®  Ecclesiastical  Conunis- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now  seated  T"»  ^"  ''^'  *^^"  mwchievous  and  irresponsible 
i-'ix'aI-j  aji^xi.  i-ij  shape,  were  numbered.  You  may  therefore  ima- 
on  his  left  hand.  And.  lest  there  should  gj^e,  but  I  cannot  describe  to  you,  my  surprise 
be  any  misunderstanding  in  the  matter,  I  when  the  reprinted  Bill  came  out.  I  could  hardly 
will  read  the  words  of  the  letter  to  which  I  believe  my  eyes.  Not  a  single  one  of  the  pro- 
find  the  hon.  Gentleman's  name  appended,  ^'^^^  Amendments  had  been  introduced  ;  nay,  it 

because  I  wish  the  House  to  understand  tTe^fiTtX  eVd^hrJnTsing^  lU  or  o^^^^^^^ 

that  the  charge  is  not  mine;  but  that  there  syllable  had  been  altered  so  as  to  bring  it  more 

18  made  against  the  noble  Lord  opposite  into  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  that 

and   the  right  hon.    Gentleman   a  charge  Committee  on  whose  report  it  was  professedly 

which  I  wish  them  to  explain,  and  which,  ^°""^«|     Where   then,  were  the  slips  of  paper 

J  .,  .  Ml  v       1    1  .     1  which  I  saw  the  Home  Secretary  hand  m,  as  the 

I  am  sure,  the  country  will  be  glad  to  have  promised  Amendments,  to  his  Colleague  in  the 

explained.      The  letter  says,  respecting  the  chair  ?  I  leave  you  to  judge.     On  the  character 

Ecclesiastical  Commission —  !  of  that  proceeding   I  will  not  permit  myself  to 

\  make  a  single  comment.     But  its  result  was,  that 

"  But  the  subsequent  proceedings  were    still  the  Government  had  succeeded  in  gaining  a  whole 

more  strange.     Interviews  were  sought  with  the  month  at  the  close  of  the  Session  ;  and  the  rais- 

Prime   Blinister,   and  a  representation  made  to  ing  a  remonstrance  or  reviving  a  discussion  at  that 

him  of  the  unlooked-for  character  of  the    Bill  ;  late  period,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  good  Bill 

and  its  objectionable  clauses  having  been  pointed  passed,  was  entirely  hopeless.    The  Government 

oat,  it  was  urged  that  it  could  not  give  satisfac-  had  accomplished  its  purpose  of  postponing  an 

tioo,  or  be  accepted  as  a  settlement  of  the  ques-  improvement  of  the   Ecclesiastical   Commission 

tion,  unless  framed  more  in  accordance  with  the  now  for  the  fourth  year." 
reeommendation  of  the  Committee.    Lord  J.  Rus-  ; 

sell  took  time  to  see  the  Archbishop  of  Canter-  Now,  I  heard  the  hon.   Gentleman,  when 

bmy,  and  replied  to  me  by  arrangement  on  the  he   brought  forward  a  Motion    upon    this 

Mowing  Tuesday  in  the  House.    Uis  words  were  nj^tter  the  other  night,  say  that  he  reite- 

S^JSlluht^^lt*  n^TeadT^airl^'u  rated  that  charge.     [Lord  J.  Russell  dis- 

tWAtions  which  had  been  suggested  to  him,  and  sen  ted.  J     1   beg  the  pardon  of  the  noble 

hftTing  done  so,  he  expected  the  Bill  to  pass  with-  Lord  if  I  am  mistaken;  I  hope  I  am;  but 

out  further  opposition.    Nothing  could  be  a  more  the  noble   Lord  will  understand  that   the 

■ttiil^ctory  declaration  to  us  that  our  suggestions  ^^arge  is  one  which  it  is  for  the  dignity  of 

JHM  been  adopted,  and  that  the  recommendations  .v     vV  j    ^i      i  r     n      i> 

of  the  Committee  would  now  be  carried  out  in  the  ^^^  House  and    the  honour  of  all  of  us, 

BilL     And  when  the  noble  Lord  proceeded  to  say  should    be    answered   at  once.      The  hon. 

that  he  should  invite  the  House  to  go  into  Com-  Member    for    Cockermouth  has  not  made 

■Bttee  on  the  Bill  |?ro/onna,  in  order  to  introduce  j^   hastily— not   in   a   speech  in  which   he 

twy  dangerous— it  was  late  in  the  Session  ;  every  Signed  by  his  name  withm  three  weeks  of 

day  was  now  precious  ;  and  during,  not  that  Ses-  the   assembling    of   Parliament.     And  he 

■on  only,  but  the  three  antecedent  ones,  it  had  charges  the   noble  Lord  opposite  distinctly 

W«  a  eonstent  battle  for  delay  on  the  part  of  the  with  fraud,  and  that   he  employed  for  his 

.  GovMnment.     Nevertheless,  we  had  now  the  Mi  n-  .      .  ^    •      xi    x    x  :•        .i        •   i. 

Irter'8  word-bis  assurance  that  the  Bill  would  be  "istrumcnt    m   that   transaction    the  nght 

put  into  such  a  shape  as  to  secure  its  passing  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

vitbont  difBcnlty,  completely  satisfied  us— and  we  the  Home  Department.     Now,  I  want  to 

ttw  allowed  ten  more  days  to  be  lost.     The  ask    the    hon.    Gentleman    whether    that 

fionse  then  went  into  Committee  pro /orma  on  „u^,.„^    ,„i,;«i,    u^    i.««   ««   «««»^i„    ««  «« 

A^  tktn    •*        1  *     *    •  u*       1  *u    i"!         ;,«  Charge   which  he    has  so  ffravely,  so  se- 

imBiII;  it  was  late  at  night,  and  the  House  im-  ,       ?  ,      .  i  •  i    i  j 

yrtient.     The  Attorney  General  was  moved  into  aately  made,  is  one  to  which  he  now  ad- 

the  ebair.     The  Home  Secretary  handed  in  his  hercs,  and  what  stops  are  about  to  be  taken 

t»— they  were  put,  one  after  another,  to  satisfy  the  country  and  the  House  that 


ftm  the  chair-no  one  heard  a  word-and  no  one    ^^^  ^y^  jg  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ? 

tntd  to  near.     It  was  a  matter  of  course  that  ,        j  ^„^  S^    -dttcicst?!  t        c?-  al     t. 

th^  wen  the  Amendments  which  the  Prime  Min-  I  {^?RD  J .  KU  bbh.LL  :  bir,  as  the  hon. 
irtw  had  promised  should  be  introduced  in  that  and  learned  Gentleman  has  come  down  to 
CtmadttBe.  I  should  as  soon  have  dreamt  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  reading  a 
kwping  my  eye  on  a  Cabinet  Minister  lest  he  paper  making  a  personal  attack  upon  my 
■liMld  steal  my  hat  as  of  suspecting  him  of  sub^^  character,  I  think  it  would  at  least  have 
rtnvtlDffODesetof  Amendments  for  another  which    ,  .   ./  ,  .   ,^  i      tt 

Wbera  promised.    So  the  business  was  galloped  ;  l^<?en  civil— perhaps   right  to  the  House  — 

M  fimnal  business  usually  is,  at  half  an    that  he  should  have  given  me  some  notice. 
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I  say  that  that  was  the  more  necessary 
coarse,  because  I  have  neyer  read  one  word 
of  the  production  to  which  he  has  alluded. 
I  was  told  that  there  was  an  attack  upon 
my  character,  signed  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Cockermouth,  and  I 
thought  that,  if  he  had  an  attack  to  make, 
be  would  come  forward  in  this  House  and 
make  it,  and  then  I  should  have  been  able 
to   answer  him  on    those  particulars,  so 
stated.      I  have,  however,  I  repeat,  never 
read,  though  I  have  heard  in  conversation, 
some  small  part  of  the  statement  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  read 
to  the  House.     Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to 
these  particular  allegations,  though  I  can't 
say  that  my  memory  will  enable  me  to  an- 
swer as  to  each  particular  transaction  that 
took  place,  yet  I  will  state  generally  what 
has  been  my  course  in  this  matter.     And, 
in  stating  that  course,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
allowed  this  credit  with  the  House — that 
in  a  matter  which  concerned  the  composi- 
tion of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  very 
much  affecting  the  state  of  the  Church  and 
its  welfare,  it  was  my  object  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  this  and  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, including  the  distinguished  pre- 
lates of  that  Church,  to  an  arrangement  as 
beneficial  to  the  Church  and  the  country 
as   possible.      The  hon.    Gentleman   the 
Member  for  Cockermouth,  in  the  speech 
he  made  the  other  night,  totally  omitted 
one  part — and,  I  think,  very  essential  part 
— in  the  history  of  these  transactions.     I 
am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged  to  refer  to 
them;  but,  after  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  made  the  statement,  and  read 
the  paper  he  has  done,  I  think  there  is 
but  one  course  open  to  me.     In  the  year 
1846,  when  I  came  into  office,  I  commu- 
nicated with  some  persons  connected  with 
the  Church,  and   with  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission,   that,   though   I   had   never 
made  any  public  remarks  upon  the  con- 
duct of  that  Commission,   I  was  very  ill 
satisfied  with  its  composition,  as  being  too 
numerous,  as  being  ill-adapted  to  conduct 
the   business,    and,    therefore,    requiring 
amendment.      In  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing Session — that  was,  in  April,  1847, 
1  introduced  a  Bill  which,  among  other 
provisions,  provided  that  there  should  be  a 
paid  chairman  of  an  Estates  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Crown — that  he,  with  six 
others  appointed  by  the  Commission,  was 
to  form  the  Committee  of  Estates,   and 
that   without    his    presence    no   business 
should  bo  transacted  in  that  Committee. 
Another  part  of  the  Bill  which  I  intro- 


duced provided  that  the  offices  of  treasurer 
and  secretary,  formerly  united,  sbould  be 
separated,  and  be  no  longer  held  bj  the 
same  person.     I  no  Booner  introduced  that 
Bill  than  the  late  Archbiahop  of  Canter- 
bury gave  me  notice  that  it  would  be  op- 
posed; and  still  more  strongly,  soon  after- 
wards, that  he  believed  it  woidd  be  opposed 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  all  the  members 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  belong- 
ing to  the  Church.     Upon  that  course 
being  taken,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Bill,  which  had  not  attracted  much  publio 
attention,  would  not,  if  it  went  up  late, 
have  had  much  chance  of  success  in  the 
Session  of  1847;  and  that  it  was  advisable 
that  the  public  generally,  and  the  House 
especially,  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
composition  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sion, and  the  mode  of  carrying  on  busi- 
ness.    My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Malton  had  given  notice  that  he  meant  to 
move  for  a  Committee;  and  I  informed  the 
late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that  as  be 
had  taken  that  step,  my  only  oonrse  would 
be  to  give  my  support  to  the  proposition 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Commit- 
tee.    Now,   in  the  appointment  of  that 
Committee,  it  was  stated  that  there  was 
some  arrangement,   some  understanding, 
with  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
That  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that  the 
Archbishop  entirely  disapproved  of,  and 
dissented  from,  the  appointment  of  any 
Committee,  which  was,  however,  neverthe- 
less, appointed  in  the  face  of  that  dissent. 
I  state  these  facts  to  show  that  it  was  not 
from  the  House  that  the  proposal  to  reform 
and  to  alter  the  composition  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commission  to  a  certain  extent 
originated,  but  from  my  view  and  those  of 
each  of  my  Colleagues  concerned,  that  the 
composition  of  that  Commission  had  not 
been  satisfactory.     I  think  that  that  is  of 
some  importance,  because  this  part  of  the 
case  has  always  been  represented  in  a 
manner  at  variance  with  the  facts.     Many 
very  able  Members  of  this  House  were  ap- 
pointed upon  that   Committee,  and   they 
took  a  view  even  stronger  than  I  had  donot 
thinking  that  it  was  necessary  to  appoint, 
not  one,  but  three  paid  Commissioners,  to 
assist  the  business  of  that  Estates  Commit- 
tee.    I  come  now  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement,  that  he  was  about  to  bring  for- 
ward some  question — that  he  applied  to 
me  as  to  the  difference  that  there  was  be- 
tween the  Bill  which  I  had  introduced  and 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee — and 
that  he  requested  that  that  Bill  should 
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l>e  altered  so  as  to  meet  his  views.  I  cer- 
tainly, after  heanng  his  suggestions,  com- 
manicated  with  the  late  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  learnt  his  views  upon  the 
subject.  I  likewise  communicated  with 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  more 
especially  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 
me,  and  I  learnt  from  him  as  well  as  from 
others,  that  they  did  not  put  the  same  in- 
terpretation upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cockermouth  had  put.  I  agreed,  however, 
that  it  was  advisable  to  make  some  con- 
siderable alterations  in  the  Bill  as  I  had 
proposed  it,  and  especially  that  several  of 
the  proposed  members  of  the  Committee 
should  be  omitted  in  the  Bill.  With  re- 
gard to  other  points  I  certainly  did  not 
ooBCor,  and  I  don't  remember  exactly  what 
WMO  the  words  I  used,  but  I  think  I  could 
not  have  said  more  than  that  the  sugges- 
tiona  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  con- 
sidered, and  that  we  meant  to  make  some 
altendon  in  the  Bill.  If  I  said  that  every- 
thing he  proposed  was  to  bo  adopted,  I 
oertainly  used  the  words  that  did  not  imply 
my  meaning,  because  I  had  not  found  any 
person,  either  the  late  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terfonrj  or  any  other  person,  who  took  ez- 
seily  the  same  views  as  to  his  recommen- 
datmne.  But  after  I  had  gone  thus  far, 
upon  farther  communication  with  the  pre- 
sent Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  I  found 
that  he  had  very  strong  objections  to  the 
appmntment  of  more  than  one  commis- 
sioner to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  tho 
Chnrch.  He  stated  that  the  Ecclesiastical 
Connniesioners  whom  he  had  consulted,  and 
the  bishops  with  whom  he  had  conversed, 
had  concurred  in  thinking  that  one  Com- 
missioner paid  from  the  revenues  of  the 
Church  would  be  quite  sufficient,  and  that 
any  further  payment  would  be  depriving 
the  Church  of  those  means  of  supplying 
qpiritnal  instruction  in  the  larger  parishes 
which  they  considered  was  an  object  to  the 
Commission  and  to  the  country  at  large.  I 
Hi  not  entirely  agree  with  that  view,  but 
I  certainly  did  propose  to  make  amend- 
msBta  in  the  Bill  which  should,  to  a  cer- 
isin  degree,  conciliate  the  opinion  of  the 
Aickbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  enable  us 
to  pM8  the  Bill  through  the'  other  House 
if  Parliament.  In  so  doing,  if  I  may  be 
sibircd  to  state  it,  my  motive  was  a  double 
tnc  First,  it  was,  that  I  should  be  en- 
abled to  make  what  I  considered  was  a 
IHj  great  improvement  in  tho  construction 
if  tlie  Commission,  by  which  there  should 
kc  an  Estates  Committee,  having  on  it  a 


person  receiving  a  salary,  and  responsible 
for  all  the  business  of  that  Committee.  In 
the  second  place,  I  thought  that,  unless  I 
carried  with  me,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
consent  of  the  prelates  at  the  head  of  the 
Church  —  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission 
being  kept  up,  and  that  Estates  Committee 
being  decided  on  by  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Lords — ^there  never  would  be  any 
harmony  between  the  two  bodies  in  the 
Commission,  and  the  successful  working  of 
the  Commission  would  be  greatly  impeded. 
With  that  view,  therefore,  after  many  con- 
sultations and  much  consideration,  I  framed 
the  amendments.  With  regard  to  the  man- 
ner of  introducing  those  amendments,  it 
was  done  in  the  same  way  in  which  amend- 
ments pro  formd  are  always  introduced, 
namely,  the  clauses  with  the  alterations 
are  put  in  at  once.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  does  not  put  the  separate  ques- 
tion, but  the  Bill  is  afterwards  printed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  some 
time  is  allowed  before  the  House  is  asked 
to  go  on  with  it.  Exactly  the  same  course 
was  taken  with  this  Bill.  It  is  very  likely 
that  I  ought  to  have  explained  sooner  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  more  in  detail, 
after  the  various  communications  I  had 
with  him,  how  far  I  had  adopted  the  sug- 
gestions he  had  made,  and  how  far  the  Bill 
I  had  introduced  was  to  be  altered.  I 
confess  it  would  have  been  proper  that  I 
should  have  made  that  communication  ; 
but  as  tho  Bill  was  to  be  printed — as  it 
was  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  again,  I  own  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  saying  he  would  as  soon 
have  thought  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
stealing  his  hat  as  putting  in  any  amend- 
ment that  was  not  exactly  in  accordance 
with  his  views,  appears  to  me  an  expres- 
sion, I  won^t  say  exhibiting  bitter  hostility 
on  his  part,  but  rather  the  result  of  in- 
flated vanity.  With  respect,  therefore,  to 
that  charge  of  fraud,  I  am  not  going  to  fly 
into  a  passion  on  that  subject.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  entirely  despise  any  such  charge, 
and  that  I  must  rely  not  on  any  detailed 
proof  that  I  can  give  to  the  House  as  to 
what  took  place  day  by  day,  and  what  I 
proposed  day  by  day;  but  that,  having 
been  many  years  a  Member  of  this  House, 
I  may  obtain  credit  for  being  incapable  of 
the  baseness  that  has  been  attributed  to 
me.  I  must  rely  upon  the  House,  and 
upon  the  position  which  I  hold  in  the  House 
— a  position  which  I  should  indeed  be  un- 
worthy of  holding  if  I  were  capable  of 
committing   a   disgraceful    fraud    for   the 
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purpose  of  deceiving  the  hon.  Gentleman 
about  the  composition  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission.  I  will  only  add,  on  the  mat- 
ter of  patronage,  that  any  alteration  that 
could  be  made,  proposed  rather  to  diminish 
than  increase  any  patronage  that  might  be 
in  the  Crown.  It  was  very  desirable,  in  a 
matter  of  such  importance,  in  which  we 
thought  some  reform  should  be  made,  that 
the  heads  of  the  Church,  and  especially 
that  he  for  whom  as  a  man,  independently 
of  his  high  position,  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect — I  mean  the  present  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  should  be  satisfied.  Anxious 
as  I  believe  he  is  for  the  reform  and  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  people,  I  thought 
it  but  right  that  I  should  in  some  degree 
conciliate  his  support  and  his  goodwill  to- 
wards the  measure.  These,  then,  have 
been  the  motives  on  which  I  have  acted. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  any  further 
explanation  to  the  House.  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  for  me  to  resent  any  further 
the  charge  that  has  been  made.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  might 
have  given  me  notice  of  his  question;  but, 
on  the  whole,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  matter  as  it  stands. 

Sir  G.  GREY:  Sir,  though  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Shefiield  has  not 
given  me  either  any  notice  of  his  intention 
to  bring  forward  this  question,  I  wish  to 
Bay  a  few  words,  being  somewhat  differ- 
ently circumstanced  from  my  noble  Friend, 
as  I  had  the  misfortune  to  read  some 
weeks  ago  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cockermouth,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made.  Having  read  that  letter,  I  did,  at 
the  close  of  my  speech  the  other  night,  no- 
tice the  charge  contained  in  it,  though,  at 
the  same  time,  I  felt  that  it  was  really  be- 
neath my  notice.  ["Hear,  hear!**]  I 
noticed  it  under  the  apprehension — I  use 
the  word  advisedly  —  that  if  1  had  not 
done  so,  the  hon.  Gentleman  might,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  twelve  months,  write 
another  letter  to  his  constituents  taunting 
me  with  the  fact  that  he  had  written  the 
former  letter  containing  a  charge  of  wil- 
ful fraud  against  me,  and  that  I  had  ad- 
mitted its  truth  by  abstaining  from  al- 
luding to  it.  I  read  the  letter,  I  confess, 
with  feelings  of  astonishment,  not  un- 
mingled  with  shame  —  astonishment,  not 
at  the  charge  having  been  made,  but 
that  it  should  not  have  been  made  until 
the  month  of  December  or  January  last, 
referring,  as  it  did,  to  a  transaction  that 
had  occurred,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  in  the  last 


Session  of  Parliament,  and  six  weeks  be- 
fore its  termination,  though  every  night  of 
that  period  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  have 
brought  forward,  in  the  presence  of  my 
noble  Friend  and  myself,  the  charge  which 
he  has  thus  dressed  up  for  his  constituents 
at  Cockermouth,  when  the  charge  and  the 
answer  to  it  would  have  gone  forth  to- 
gether. I  shall  not  enter  into  the  subject 
now,  further  than  to  state  that  I  aneqni- 
vocally  deny  the  imputation  that  has 
been  made  by  him  against  me.  I  may 
also  say  that,  from  all  the  communi- 
cations that  I  have  had  with  my  noble 
Friend  on  the  subject,  I  never  had  the 
slightest  reason  to  suppose  that  my  noble 
Friend  intended  to  adopt  the  suggestions 
that  emanated  from  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
That  Bill  having  been  entrusted  to  mj 
charge,  and  my  noble  Friend  thinking 
that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  committed,  pro 
formd^  with  a  view  of  having  the  Amend- 
ments printed  prior  to  being  considered 
by  the  House,  I  did  that  which  everr 
Member  of  the  House  does  under  suon 
circumstances,  and  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knows  is  always  done  in  this  House 
—  namely,  not  hand  the  Amendments 
separately,  on  slips  of  paper,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  but  move  that  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  be  committed,  proformd^ 
when  the  chairman  reports  the  Bill  to  the 
House,  with  a  view  to  its  future  considera- 
tion on  a  subsequent  day.  Nothing  was 
gained  by  the  adoption  of  that  course 
further  than  meeting  the  convenience  of 
the  House.  The  Bill  was,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  committed,  pro  formdy  and  on 
the  20th  of  June  it  was  reprinted  —  the 
House  sitting  until  August — and  yet  this 
charge  was  never  brought  forward  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  until  December,  1849,  or, 
I  believe,  until  January,  1850. 

Mr.  HORSMAN:  Sir,  the  noble  Lord, 
and  still  more  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  have 
in  their  speeches,  done  that  which  I  shall 
very  carefully  avoid ;  they  have  infused  a 
great  deal  of  warmth  and  heat  into  the 
discussion  upon  a  question  which  1  intend 
to  make  one  merely  of  facts  and  evidence. 
As  1  said  the  other  night,  1  have  been 
some  years  in  this  House.  I  wrote  a  let- 
ter deliberately.  1  knew  the  high  position 
held  by  those  who  were  affected  by  the 
charges  I  made.  I  knew  the  cheers  they 
were  sure  to  meet  with  in  this  House  when 
they  alluded  to  those  charges.  I  knew  the 
sympathy  that  men  standing  in  their  posi- 
tion ought  to  command  in  this  House  when 
charges  so  seriously  affecting  their  charac- 
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ter  were  made  against  them.  And  I  knew, 
as  I  said  the  other  night,  that  I  must  pre- 
judge  every  honourahle   and  highminded 
man  in  this  House  who  either  regarded  the 
character  of  the  House  or  of  puhlic  men, 
by  the  boldness  and  gravity  of  the  charges 
which  I  made.     I  knew,  also,  that  I  must 
have  the  greatest    difficulty   in   substan- 
tiating those  charges  if  I  were  called  on 
to  substantiate  them.     And  I  knew  that 
if  I  were  so  called  on  and  could  not  sub- 
stantiate them,  I  must  have  been  held  mad 
to  make  them.     I  remember  only  a  few 
Tears  ago,  when  a  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
Doling  the  position  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  now  holds,  had   similar  charges 
brought  against  him — I  know  the  course 
he  took.       The    Member   making    those 
charges  was  asked  if  he  were  prepared  to 
sobetantiate   them  ;    and   the   right   hon. 
Gtentleman  said,  that  he  could  not  consent 
to  sit  in  that  place  whilst  those  charges 
made  against  him  remained  unanswered. 
He  offered  the  hon.  Gentleman  a  Commit- 
tee.    He  took  that  course  which,  I  think, 
as  an  honourable  man,  he  was  bound  to 
take;    and    the    Member   making    those 
char^g^  against  a  high  Minister  of  State, 
fiuling  to  substantiate  them,  had  the  cen- 
sure of  the  House  pronounced  upon  him. 
Well,  I  knew  that  that  might  be  my  fate, 
and.  as  I  valued  my  future  position  or  use- 
fidneas  in  this  House,  a  fate  I  should  look 
to  with  dread.     Knowing  all  that — feeling 
it— foreseeing  it — I  deliberately  made  that 
duurge,    I   advisedly  published  it,   and  I 
stand  here,  in  the  presence  of  this  House, 
to  arow,  to  maintain,  to  reiterate,  and  to 
offer  to  prove  it.     I  now  leave  the  matter 
m  the  hands  of  the  House.     The  noble 
Lord  speaks  of  his  position  in  this  House 
sad  his  character  as  a  statesman;  well, 
Sir,  I  am  well  aware  of  that,  and  it  is  an 
^peal  to  this  House  which  a  Prime  Minis- 
ter never  can  make  in  vain.     It  is  one 
I  foresaw  he  would  make  ;  and  I  knew  it 
woM,  meet  with  sympathy — ^knowing  all 
fluB,  I  repeat,  I  reiterate  that  charge  in 
tta  presence  of  the  noble  Lord,   in  the 
praence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
tta  presence  of  this  House  ;  and  I  say  to 
die  noose  that  I  am  prepared  to  prove  it. 
[The  hon.  Gentleman  sat  down,  but  prcs- 
aallj  after  again  rose  and  said — ]     I  have 
rtatod  that  I  am  prepared  to  prove  that 
flhaige;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  I  wish  to 
that  I  stand  here  in  a  different  po- 
from  the  noble   Lord  or  the  right 
Baronet.     I  stand  here  unsuppoi-ted  ; 


but  having  sat  in  this  House  for  some 
time,  and  lest  it  should  appear  that  this 
offer  on  my  part  is  unworthily  made,  I  do 
say  that  I  think  the  Government,  from  a 
sense  of  justice  to  me,  and  I  think  I  have 
a  right  to  add,  from  a  sense  of  justice  to 
themselves,  ought  to  allow  me  the  oppor- 
tunity which  I  claim  of  proving  my  charge. 
Supported  as  I  am  by  no  party  in  this 
House,  I  shall  leave  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  House. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  says  he  has  made  a  charge,  and  that 
he  reiterates  it ;  but  he  does  not  state  to 
the  House  what  that  charge  is.  He  refers 
to  some  letter  which  he  has  written  to  his 
constituents,  and  he  says  that  he  reiterates 
what  he  states  there.  What  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  do,  if  he  wishes  to 
prove  any  charge  against  my  right  hon. 
Friend  or  me,  is  to  come  forward  and  state 
what  his  charges  are,  and  to  ask  for  a 
Committee  to  investigate  them.  I  shall 
not  oppose  the  appointment  of  such  a  Com- 
mittee when  he  has  made  his  charges  and 
satisfied  the  House  that  there  is  a  case  for 
investigation. 

Subject  dropped. 

RATING  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES. 
Mr.  p.  SCROPE  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  exempt  dwelling- 
houses  below  a  certain  value  from  local 
taxation.  He  stated,  that  it  was  similar 
to  the  Bill  which  he  had  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  on  the  same  subject  on 
a  former  occasion ;  but  he  had  reason  to 
hope  for  more  success  for  it,  or  at  least  for 
a  more  candid  and  attentive  consideration 
of  its  merits  now  than  he  had  been  then 
able  to  secure.  He  said  this  because  all 
parties  now  admitted  that  the  condition  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  was  not  what 
it  ought  to  be,  and  that  the  remedy  for  the 
evil  ought  not  to  be  of  a  merely  charitable 
nature,  but  that  the  Government  ought,  if 
possible,  to  devise  some  legislative  means 
for  improving  the  position  of  the  labouring 
classes.  There  existed  a  great  deficiency 
in  the  house-accommodation  of  the  labour- 
ing population,  not  merely  in  the  towns, 
but  in  the  rural  districts,  and  not  merely 
in  the  quality  of  the  habitations,  but  in 
their  numbers.  lie  might  appeal  in  proof 
of  this  being  the  case  to  the  reports  of 
Committees  of  that  House  in  recent  years, 
to  the  reports  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, and  of  the  Board  of  Health.  He 
might  appeal  to  the  able  letters  that  had 
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appeared  under  the  well-known  signature 
of  **  S.  G.  0.,*'  in  the  Times,  describing 
the  frightful  condition  of  the  peasantry  of 
Dorsetshire,  and  he  might  also  appeal  to 
the  reports  which  had  appeared  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  on  the  state  of  labour 
and  the  poor,  in  which  the  results  of  the 
inquiries  instituted  were  most  powerfully 
and  practically  set  forward  by  very  able 
and  competent  writers.  They  had  in  these 
letters  accounts  of  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes  in  the  manufactunng  dis- 
tricts, in  the  metropolis,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  country.  Throughout  all 
these,  they  had  everywhere  proofs  of  the 
suffering  of  the  working  classes  arising 
from  the  imperfect  nature  of  their  house- 
accommodation,  which  became  a  source  of 
the  most  frightful  demoralisation,  while  it 
at  the  same  time  led  to  an  increase  of  pau- 
perism, of  sickness,  and  of  crime.  He  would 
not  delay  the  time  of  the  House  by  quoting 
from  the  reports  which  he  had  beside  him ; 
but  he  should  content  himself  with  reading 
a  single  extract  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Granville  Pigot,  assistant  poor-law  com- 
missioner, before  the  Committee  on  Settle- 
ment of  1847.     He  stated  that — 

**  The  inadequacy  of  cottages  leads  to  evils  of 
the  most  serious  kind  te  the  poor.  I  do  not  know 
anything  from  which  the  poor  suffer  so  much,  in 
every  possible  way,  as  regards  their  health  and  aa 
regards  their  morals— comfort  being  wholly  out 
of  the  question.  The  great  destitution  there  is 
of  cottages  in  many  parts  of  England,  if  the  Com- 
mittee directed  their  attention  to  that  subject, 
would  be  perfectly  appalling  to  them.  The 
medical  officers  of  unions  could  give  evidence 
upon  that  point,  which,  I  think,  would  surprise 
the  Committee.  I  have  made  inquiries  upon  that 
point,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  in  the  southern 
counties  of  England,  where  the  population  is  so 
rapidly  increasing,  at  the  rate  of  something  like 
200,000  a  year,  cottages  are  absolutely  decreasing 
in  number ;  certainly  they  are  not  increasing. 

"  Mr.  Denison  :  Where  do  you  suppose  the  in- 
creasing population  to  find  dwellings? — They  find 
dwellings  where  fever  and  vice  and  crime  of  every 
sort  is  generated.  They  find  dwellings  by  hud- 
dling together  in  numbers  of  six,  seven,  and  eight, 
in  rooms  scarcely  sufficient  for  one  or  two ;  that 
is,  where  dwellings  are  found.  The  evil  has  al- 
ready, in  my  opinion,  reached  its  acme. 

"  Chairman :  Is  that  evil  more  or  less  observ- 
able through  all  the  districts  of  which  you  are  as- 
sistant commissioner  ? — I  think  it  is  observable  in 
all ;  in  some  more  than  others,  unquestionably." 

He  by  no  means  undervalued  the  efforts 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  effect 
improyement;  but  good  drainage,  and  ven- 
tilatioD,  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  water, 
were  not  sufficient  while  the  inmates  were 
•0  Ofererowded  together  that  they  could 


scarcely  breathe.  The  high  duties  on 
bricks  and  timber  were  a  serious  impedi- 
ment to  the  extension  of  house-accommo- 
dation; and  Miother  great  evil  arose  from 
the  law  of  settlement.  It  was  undeniable 
that  the  present  law  of  settlement  operated 
very  generally  and  powerfully  as  an  in- 
ducement to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  in  small  parishes  to  prevent  the  resi- 
dence of  poor  persons  within  the  parish. 
But  that  was  too  large  a  question  to  be 
dealt  with  by  an  individual  Member.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  even  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session  the  Government 
would  introduce  a  measure  to  extend  the 
area  of  rating  and  settlement  from  pa- 
rishes at  least  to  unions,  so  as  to  put  an 
end  to  the  strong  motive  to  the  clearance 
of  parishes  and  the  prevention  of  residence 
therein  which  that  law  at  present  made  so 
general.  His  object,  at  present,  was  to 
endeavour  to  remove  anouier  impediment 
now  existing  to  the  supply  of  adequate 
dwellings  to  the  poor,  namely,  the  rates  to 
which  they  were  subjected  for  local  objects. 
He  proposed  by  his  Bill  to  exempt  from  all 
local  taxation  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
poorer  classes,  under  the  belief  that  tliej 
would  be  relieved  thereby  to  the  same  ex- 
tent and  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would 
be  by  the  remission  of  any  other  tax  equally 
oppressive.  He  believed  that  the  tax  upon 
the  poor  man's  house  pressed  quite  as  se- 
verely upon  him  as  the  taxes  upon  his  tea, 
coffee,  sugar,  soap,  or  other  articles  of  con- 
sumption; and  the  removal  of  it  would  be 
as  useful  and  important  a  boon  to  him  aa 
the  removal  of  the  duties  upon  those  com- 
modities. To  a  certain  extent,  the  poor 
were  exempted  from  rates  even  aa  the 
law  stood  at  present.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  proportion  of 
houses  which  were  at  present  excused  un- 
der the  Act  of  the  59th  Geo.  III.  c.  170, 
which  empowered  justices,  with  consent  of 
vestries,  to  excuse  from  rating  poor  per- 
sons whom  they  judged  wholly  unable  from 
poverty  to  pay  them.  He  found  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  obtain  the  returns  for  the 
whole  country  without  great  trouble  and  de- 
lay. He  had  therefore  contented  himself 
with  the  returns  of  four  counties,  which 
would  serve  by  way  of  example,  they  af- 
fording instances  of  the  condition  in  this 
respect  of  the  manufacturing,  agricultural, 
and  mixed  districts.  The  counties  were 
Lancashire,  Gloucestershire,  Suffolk,  and 
Hampshire ;  and  the  proportion  stood 
thus : — 
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Snpporing,  tben,  the  same  general  pro- 
portion to  prerail  throughout  Englaud  and 
Wales,  the  totiU  of  numbers  at  present 
excoaed  A^nn  poor-rates  would  be  one- 
fifth  of  the  population  ;  at  least  of  the 
booMS.  The  total  value  of  excused  houses 
'wnold  be  1-21  of  67,320.0001.,  or  about 
1,300,0001.  The  total  of  annual  local 
taxation  beiug  about  twelTo  millionB,  the 
Slat  part — which  was  excused — would  be 
neariy  600,0001.;  and  if.  as  had  been  often 
propcJied,  Parliament  were  to  place  the 
aBOant  of  rate  from  which  the  poor  occu- 
fian  were  now  excused,  upon  the  owners 
af  the  cottages,  this  would  be,  in  fact,  a 
■Vwtaz  of  that  vast  amount,  which,  atter  a 
Bttle  time,  b;  the  check  it  would  place  on 
Iks  inpplj  of  new  houses,  they  would  he  en- 
aUad  to  place,  hj  increase  of  rents,  on  the 
wnpieiajinother  words,  on  the  poor,or  the 


very  poorest  class  next  to  the  yery  panpers. 
But,  the  present  system  is  a  very  bad  one, 
and  works  injuriously,  owing  to  the  neces- 
sity of  in<juiring  into  the  circoni stances  of 
every  individual  who  is  to  be  excused.  To 
the  magistrates  and  vestries  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  considerable  intricacy  and  difficulty 
to  determine  the  parties  who  should  he  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  the  rates. 
And  much  of  it  was  the  effect  of  favour- 
itism. The  poor  people  who  claimed  from 
poverty  to  be  exempted,  had  to  go  before 
the  overseers  and  churchwardens  and  state 
their  case.  If  there  were  any  dispute, 
they  had  then  to  go  before  the  bench  of 
magistrates  ;  and  when  some  who  were 
refused  exemption  saw  others  quite  as 
well  off  as  they  themselves  excused  in  ' 
consequence  of  their  having  a  friend  in  the 
vestry  or  upon  the  bench,  it  was  a  subject 
of  great  discontent  and  hcartbumiDg, 
Then,  again,  what  must  be  the  effect  upon 
those  who  were  too  independent  and  spi- 
rited to  lay  before  the  overseers,  church- 
wardens, or  magistrates  their  poverty ! 
They  were  made  to  pay  a  very  heavy  direct 
tax,forwhich  thejrfumiture  and  poor  effects 
were  very  often  distrained  upon.  lie  could 
quote  many  distressing  cases  of  this  kind. 
The  House  ought  to  consider  well,  and 
ponder  deeply,  upon  the  many  grounds  of 
discontent  the  present  condition  of  the  law 
in  that  respect  gave  rise  to.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Hertfordshire  was  about  to 
introduce  a  measure  for  placing  the  rate 
upon  the  owners  of  small  tenements.  To 
such  a  plan  he  (Mr.  Se rope)  was  very  much 
opposed.  Ho  thought  it  very  objection- 
able. He  had  already  stated  that  one 
effect  of  the  imposition  of  those  rates  upon 
the  owners,  would  be  the  causing  them  to 
lay  an  equivalent  amount  upon  the  rents. 
In  other  words,  the  poor,  who  were  now 
exempted,  would  find  the  rates  imposed 
upon  them  in  the  form  of  an  increased 
rent.  And  the  amount  so  imposed  would 
be  upwards  of  500,000^.,  nearly  600,000/. 
But  there  was  another  evil  attendant  upon 
such  a  plan.  There  was  a  feeling  already 
existent  amongst  owners  of  land  through- 
out the  country  against  building  habita- 
tions for  the  poor — they  wished  to  keep 
down  the  number  of  cottages.  The  rate- 
payers disliked  the  builders  of  cottages, 
and  thought  them  public  enemies.  He 
(Mr.  Scrope)  thought  them  public  bene- 
factors. [Expretsiom  of  dUsent.]  He 
most  earnestly  implored  the  House  to 
give  him  a  hearing.  It  was  a  most 
important    question,   affecting   the   social 
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welfare  and  condition  of  the  people.  De- 
priving the  poor  of  house-accommodation, 
was  depriving  them  of  that  which  was 
most  essential  to  the  improvement  of  their 
moral,  physical,  and  social  condition.  The 
landed  gentlemen  sometimes  huilt  cottages 
for  their  tenantry,  very  pretty  picturesque 
ohjects,  hut  altogether  insufficient  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  the  increasing 
population.  It  was  to  those  who  built  for 
purposes  of  profit  that  the  poor  must  look 
for  a  sufficient  supply,  and  they  would  be 
prevented  from  building  if  the  payment  of 
the  rates  were  made  compulsory  upon  them; 
for  the  necessity  of  adding  the  amount  to 
the  interest  of  their  money  expended  in  the 
building,  would  raise  the  rent  so  high  that 
the  poor  would  be  unable  to  pay  it.  The 
population  of  the  country  was  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  1,000  a  day,  and  increased 
house-room  was  required  in  proportion. 
But  they  had  it  upon  the  high  authority  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  that  the 
house-room  for  the  poor,  so  far  from  in- 
creasing proportionally,  was,  in  many 
large  districts,  actually  diminishing ;  and 
as  the  measure  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hertfordshire  would  have  the 
effect  of  still  further  diminishing  that 
supply,  he  implored  the  House  not  to 
adopt  it,  but  rather  to  adopt  the  plan  which 
he  (Mr.  Scrope)  proposed,  which,  by  re- 
moving the  tax,  would  give  an  inducement 
to  speculative  builders  to  erect  cottages  for 
the  poor.  He  asked  the  House  not  to  blink 
the  question.  He  was  aware  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shrewsbury,  who  had  taken  a 
benevolent  interest  in  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  was  of  opinion  that  checks  ought 
to  be  placed  upon  the  erection  of  a  num- 
ber of  houses  intended  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  poor,  as  he  thought  the 
effect  was  to  increase  the  pauper  popula- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Scrope)  trusted  that  the 
House  would  discuss  the  matter  fully,  and 
then  its  bearings  ought  to  be  properly  as- 
certained. He  would  ask,  was  not  pauper- 
ism rather  increased  by  the  bad  nature  of 
the  house-accommodation  afforded  to  the 
poor,  by  the  bad  places  into  which  they 
were  squeezed,  giving  rise  to  immorality, 
dirt,  and  disease  ?  Would  it  not  be  better 
to  supply  them  with  proper  houses  to  live 
in,  than  to  drive  them  into  the  dens  of  mi- 
sery, filth,  immorality,  and  unhealthincss, 
in  which  they  were  at  present  forced  to 
live?  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Bath,  who  had  so  distinguished  himself  for 
his  philanthropy,  had  lately  stated  that, 
it  was  not  merely  the  imperfect  character 


of  the  houses  now  built  for  the  poor,  but 
their  deficiency  in  number,  and  the  inad- 
equate space  they  occupied,  that  was  the 
great  injury  in  a  sanitary,  moral,  and  eco- 
nomical point  of  yiew.  The  usual  argument 
which  the  opponents  of  his  plan  used  was 
this — that  if  the  tax  were  taken  off  one- 
fourth  of  the  houses,  the  other  three-fourths 
would  have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  in  order 
to  make  up  the  difference.  But  he  had 
already  shown  that  about  one-fifth  were 
excused,  as  it  was,  whilst  there  was  a  de- 
gree of  doubt  and  insecurity  as  to  the  ex- 
emption, which  operately  badly.  In  an 
article  which  had  lately  appeared  in  the 
Times  newspaper,  it  was  said  that  his  plan 
would  have  the  effect  of  pauperising  nine- 
tenths  of  the  population  by  removing  the 
rates  from  the  poor.  But  he  begged  them 
to  recollect  that  neither  Windsor  Casiley  nor 
any  of  the  royal  palaces,  not  even,  he  believ- 
ed, the  inmates  in  Hampton-conrt,  were  ra- 
ted to  the  support  of  the  poor.  If,  then,  the 
inmates  of  royal  palaces  were  exempt,  why 
should  they  not  exempt  the  very  poorest  of 
the  people  above  the  rank  of  mere  paupers  ? 
That  was  all  he  asked.  But,  besides  the 
royal  palaces,  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
real  and  personal  property  likewise  exempt. 
Neither  funded  propertj-,  plate,  jewels, 
stock  in  trade,  or  farming  stock,  were  liable 
to  be  rated.  Why,  then,  should  not  the 
poor  man's  dwelling  be  exempted  ?  But  be- 
sides what  he  had  mentioned,  all  woods  pro- 
ducing timber,  and  all  mines  and  minerals, 
were  likewise  exempted — and  those  were 
real  property.  If  they  exempted  the  rich 
man  s  woods  and  mines,  why  not  the  poor 
man's  cottage  ?  It  was  the  only  direct  tax 
the  poor  were  now  called  upon  to  pay. 
Would  it  not  be  better  that  they  should  at 
once  draw  a  simple  line,  below  which  none 
should  be  rated  ?  His  plan  would  be,  to  ex- 
empt altogether  from  poor-rate  and  other  lo- 
cal rates  all  dwelling-houses  below  the  value 
of  61,  in  the  rural  parishes  and  small  towns; 
all  below  8^.  in  towns  above  10,000  and 
below  50,000  in  population ;  and  below 
10^.  in  cities  above  that  number.  It  would 
make  the  exemption  also  conditional  on 
proper  sanitary  regulations  being  carried 
out  on  the  certificate  of  the  local  officer  of 
health.  And  he  begged  to  observe  that 
that  proposal  would  exempt  about  the  same 
proportion  as,  or  rather  less  than,  were 
already  exempted  actually  in  the  town  of 
Liverpool ;  for  there  were  32,000  houses 
out  of  43,000  in  the  town  exempted  from 
rates.  There  had  been  a  local  Act  passed 
in  1832  for  Liverpool,  the  effect  of  which 
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had  been  bo  greatly  to  pauperise  the  popu- 
lation, that  the  inhabitants  assembled,  and 
actually  went  to  the  expense  of  obtaining 
another  Act  of  Parliament  to  repeal  the 
former  one,  and  enable  them  to  exempt  the 
number  which  he  had  just  stated.  There 
was  one  other  argument  used  by  those  who 
opposed  his  proposition,  which  he  should 
briefly  notice.  It  was  said  that  the  pay- 
ment of  rates  gave  the  poor  a  feeling  of 
independence.  He  disbelieved  and  doubted 
the  existence  of  the  feeling.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  much  better  mode  of  aiding 
their  feeling  of  independence  to  give  them 
decent  places  to  live  in,  than  to  drive  them 
to  crowd  into  filthy  cellars  and  wretched 
hords  by  heavy  taxes  on  their  dwellings.  He 
would  ask  the  House  also  to  pay  some  at- 
tention to  the  subject  under  its  political 
aspect.  No  people  could  be  otherwise  than 
discontented  and  anxious  for  change,  if  no 
effort  were  made  to  ameliorate  the  crying 
physical  evils  of  their  condition— evils  at 
the  foundation  of  which,  according  to  a  ce- 
lebrated French  writer  on  such  subjects, 
was  the  miserable  state  of  the  domestic 
seeoromodation  afforded  to  the  poor.  He 
should  conclude  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  fag  an  seconded  the  Motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  remarked,  that  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  so  fully  into 
the  details  of  the  measure,  and  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  in  effect  the  same  as  that  the 
nonse  had  decided  against  in  former  Scs- 
aions,  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  attribute  any  want  of  courtesy  to  him 
if  he  proposed  to  take  the  division  on  tho 
BiD  at  the  present  stage,  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  selected  as  the  opportunity  for 
taking  the  discussion  upon  it.  He  believed 
there  was  no  disposition,  nor  would  it  bo 
wise*  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  lessen 
the  amount  of  property  on  which  the  relief 
of  the  jpoor  and  other  local  burdens  must 
CdL  He  also  objected  that  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  would  not  be  to  relieve  the  occu- 
pier,  but  to  put  so  much  in  addition  in  the 
■hue  of  rent  into  the  pockets  of  the  owners 
•f  uis  description  of  property. 

Bib  O.  grey  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stroud  had 
eommnnieated  to  him  his  intention  to  ask 
hr  leave  to  introduce  his  Bill,  which  he 
(SirO*  Orey)  was  prepared  to  accede  to; 
Wt  after  the  course  he  had  taken  in  rnis- 
mg  the  whole  question  at  issue  when  stat- 
^g.tiie  principle  of  the  proposed  measure, 
tta.Hoiwe  could  not  be  better  informed 
it  than  they  were  at  present;  and. 
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although  he  had  not  proposed  to  oppose 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  if  it  was  pressed 
to  a  division  now,  he  must  vote  against  it. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  in 
the  importance  of  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  improve  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor.  It  was  satisfactory  to  observe 
what  had  been  done  in  the  metropolis  and 
most  of  the  large  towns  in  that  direction. 
After  the  perusal  of  all  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  written  with  so  much  ability  on 
the  subject,  he  was  unable  to  arrive  at  the 
same  conclusion,  for  he  believed  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  project  offered  a  premium  for 
the  erection  of  a  lower  class  of  houses;  and 
if  the  standard  of  rating  was  fixed  at  a 
high  rent,  a  much  larger  amount  of  pro- 
perty would  be  exempted  than  would  be  at 
all  desirable.  The  hon.  Member,  in  writ- 
ing of  the  mode  in  which  the  existing  law 
worked,  brought  an  argument  of  a  con- 
vincing nature  against  his  own  Bill,  for  he 
declared  that  cases  occurred  where  the 
owners  of  cottage  property  constituted  a 
majority  in  the  vestry,  and  carried  an  ex- 
emption from  rates  in  their  own  favour. 
[Mr.  P.  ScROPE  ;  That's  not  general;  it's 
only  a  particular  case.]  Believing  the 
Bill  would  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect 
on  the  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
must  oppose  the  proposition  now,  as  on 
every  former  occasion,  and  vote  against  it 
if  it  was  forced  to  a  division. 

Mr.  SLANEY  gave  credit  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  humane  and  benevolent 
intentions,  but  believed  that,  instead  of 
improving  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and 
advancing  their  interests,  his  plan  would 
tend  rather  to  depreciate  their  condition. 
To  pass  this  Bill,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
to  offer  a  bonus  fur  the  worst  class  of 
houses,  and  to  stop  that  progress  in  im- 
proving the  dwellings  of  the  poor  which 
was  now  in  operation. 

lijR.  P.  SCROPE  observed,  that  he 
had  not  intended  to  raise  any  argument  at 
this  stage  of  the  measure,  nor  was  he 
aware  that  he  had  said  more  than  was  ne- 
cessary as  a  justification  for  its  introduc- 
tion: if,  however,  it  was  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  reject  the  measure  at  once, 
he  must  submit,  though  he  had  not  antici- 
pated such  an  opposition.  He  was  aware 
that  in  a  House  composed  mainly  of  land- 
owners and  ratepayers,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  feeling  should  not  prevail,  that  to 
relieve  the  smaller  houses  from  the  rates, 
would  increase  the  rate  on  the  higher 
classes  of  houses.  He  knew  that  was  the 
general  feeling  in  the  country,  and  that 
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it  was  impossible  to  struggle  against  that 
feeling  until  tbe  good  sense  of  the  public 
led  them  to  take  up  the  question;  andhon. 
Members,  with  that  desire  with  which  they 
were  generally  actuated  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes,  should 
bring  themselves  to  think  on  the  subject, 
and  to  consider  also  all  the  incidents  of 
local  taxation.  Thej  would  then  see  that 
the  rate  of  their  houses  was  as  certainly 
paid  by  the  occupiers  or  consumers,  as 
they  might  be  called,  as  surely  as  the  tax 
on  tea,  coffee,  or  any  other  commodity 
which  the  poor  consumed,  was  paid  by 
them;  and  that  to  relieve  the  poor  from 
general  or  local  taxation  would  be  a  great 
alleviation  of  these  burdens,  and  give  a 
stimulus  to  capitalists  for  the  erection  of 
good,  comfortable,  and  wholesome  houses. 

Mr.  V.  SMITH  remarked  upon  the 
course  taken  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
first  made  a  Motion  for  which  he  only  ob- 
tained a  seconder  from  motives  of  civility, 
and  then  imputed  an  interested  bias  to  the 
whole  House,  because  the  universal  feeling 
was  against  his  measure.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman talked  of  the  House  coming  round 
to  his  view  of  the  subject.  He  (Mr.  V. 
Smith)  would  only  reply  that  a  case  harder 
than  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
been  heard  of  since  the  famous  complaint 
made  by  the  man  who  bemoaned  his  hard 
fortune  in  having  to  deal,  whenever  he  was 
on  a  jury,  with  eleven  obstinate  and  im- 
practicable men.  The  fact  was,  there 
never  was  a  time  when  so  much  attention 
was  paid  to  the  condition  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  poor.  The  Bill  proposed  would 
work  the  greatest  injury,  and  would  only 
raise  the  rents;  for  even  now  there  were 
cases  where  the  owners  of  cottage  pro- 
perty having  obtained  exemption  from 
rates,  at  once  laid  the  amount  on  the 
rents. 

Mr.  HUME  could  state,  from  informa- 
tion he  possessed,  that  there  were  indivi- 
duals possessing  property  of  this  kind  to  a 
large  extent  who  made  a  point  of  getting 
their  cottages  exempted  from  the  rate,  and 
laying  the  amount  on  the  rent.  Anything 
in  the  way  of  exemption  had  only  led  to 
abuse.  He  believed  there  was  a  general 
desire  to  improve  the  physical  condition  of 
the  poor;  and  he  knew  of  many  who  would 
gladly  erect  comfortable  and  wholesome 
cottages  for  their  occupation,  if  they  could 
be  made  to  return,  he  would  not  say  5 
or  4,  but  even  2  per  cent.  In  this  matter 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
assist  materially,  by  taking  off  the  duty  on 


bricks,  which  at  present  weighed  very  con- 
siderably against  tlie  erection  of  good  cot- 
tages. If  GoTenunent  were  really  sincere 
in  the  desire  to  promote  sanitary  improre- 
ments,  and  the  physical  and  moral  welfare 
of  the  people — and  he  knew  of  notlung 
more  condocive  to  immorality  than  the 
manner  in  which  the  poor  were  now  herded 
together — they  would  not  hesitate  to  abo- 
lish this  duty.  If  the  doty  on  bricka,  and 
the  remaining  duty  on  timber  were  abo- 
lished, a  cottage  in  the  country  districts 
which  now  cost  602.  might  be  erected  for 
401, ,  and  no  man  would  refuse*  when  he 
could  do  it  at  such  a  cost,  to  provide  good 
dwellings  for  his  labourers. 

Mr.  BROTHERTON  was  alao  of  opin- 
ion that  this  Bill  would  inflict  great  in- 
justice. In  Salford,  there  were  more  than 
10,000  houses,  9,000  of  which  were  under 
101,  a  year;  to  exempt  these  from  the 
rates  would  be  most  unjust  to  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  p.  SCROPE,  seeing  the  feeling  of 
the  House,  would  not  go  to  a  division. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ex- 
empt dwelling-houses,  below  a  certain 
value,  from  local  taxation." 

Motion  negatived. 

POLISH,  HUNGARIAN,    AND  ITALIAN 
REFUGEES. 

Lord  DUDLEY  STUART  said,  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  negotiations  relating  to  Hnngaiy, 
and  the  events  of  the  late  Hungarian  war. 
He  believed  he  consulted  the  conrenienee 
of  the  House  by  seizing  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity for  bringing  forward  this  subject, 
rather  than  by  deferring  it  to  a  ktter  period 
of  the  Session,  when  they  would  he  too 
fully  engaged  with  other  business  to  he  in- 
clined to  devote  their  time  to  matters  of 
foreign  policy.  His  object  was  to  obtain 
information  on  the  subjects  which  had  ex- 
cited the  attention  and  the  greatest  degree 
of  interest  in  this  country  and  throughout 
Europe.  The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  on  a  former 
occasion  explained  with  great  deamess 
the  principles  on  which  foreign  affairs  were 
managed  imder  the  English  constitotion; 
and  he  told  the  House  that  under  this  con- 
stitution the  largest  discretion  was  always 
granted  to  Her  Majesty's  advisers  in  the 
conduct  of  diplomatic  negotiations,  hut,  at 
the  same  time,  that  discretion  was  sabject 
to  the  revision  of  Parliament,  which  re?i- 
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sion  could  not  be  exercised  unless  Parlia- 
ment was  furnished  with  full  and  ample 
information;  and  the  noble  Lord  added  that 
the  country  was  a  good  deal  in  the  dark 
with  regai^  to  the  transactions  to  which 
he  was  referring  at  the  time.  And  he 
(Lord  D.  Stuart)  also  said  that  on  the  mat- 
ters to  which  the  papers  he  should  now 
more  for  related,  the  House  was  at  this 
moment  in  the  same  position.  He  wanted 
some  light  to  be  thrown  on  these  transac- 
tions, and  he  contended  that  the  country 
had  a  right  to  be  informed  as  to  the  part 
our  Goverument  had  taken  in  regard  to 
ihem;  for,  as  was  said  in  the  debate  on  the 
Address,  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
merely  told  the  House  that  we  were  not  at 
war.  There  was  a  paragraph  in  the  Speech, 
it  was  true,  which  referred  to  some  delicate 
transactions  which  had  been  settled  with- 
out any  infraction  of  our  relations  of  peace 
with  foreign  Powers ;  but  as  to  how  they 
had  been  settled,  no  information  whatever 
had  been  given.  The  House  was  aware 
that  during  the  last  year  a  war  bad  been 
raging  in  Europe,  which  had  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  perhaps 
more  interest  than  any  other  war  had  done 
in  which  we  ourselves  had  not  been  actu- 
ally engaged  as  principals  ;  and  no  wonder, 
for  that  war  was  carried  on  by  a  despotic 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  a  free  people,  and  depriving  them  of 
a  free  constitution,  very  similar  to  our  own, 
and  which  they  had  enjoyed  as  long  as  we 
had  enjoyed  ours.  The  kingdom  of  Hun- 
gary had  never  been  conquered — it  had 
always  remained  independent  de  jure  and 
de  faeiOf  until  it  was  put  down  last  summer 
br  the  power  and  treachery  of  Russia. 
The  monarchy  was  originally  elective. 
Ferdinand  I.,  the  brother  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.,  was  elected  by  the  Diet  in  the 
year  1526.  He  took  the  oath  to  the  con- 
aUtation,  as  all  his  successors  had  done, 
except  Joseph  IL,  who  was  in  consequence 
BeTcr  crowned  nor  recognised  as  King  of 
Hungary.  Hungary  and  Austria  had  had 
BOtfaing  in  common  except  their  sovereign, 
atid  had  never  been  more  united  than  the 
IriiigJnin  of  Hanover  was  with  England. 
The  hereditary  prince  in  the  German  States 
-^-Ae  Archduke  of  Austria — was  not  King 
ef  Bongary  till  consecrated  at  Prcsburg 
with  the  crown  of  St.  Stephen  on  his  brow. 
la  1670  the  Crown  was  declared  hereditary 
m  the  male  descendants  of  the  House  of 
VifAarg;  in  1723  that  arrangement  was 
"  1  by  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  to 
ana  it  was  under  that  arrangement 
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that  the  fidelity  and  generous  devotion  of 
the  Hungarians  secured  to  Maria  Theresa 
not  only  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  but 
the  other  dominions  of  her  father,  in 
spite  of  a  great  European  coalition.  The 
heiress  of  the  House  of  Hapsburg  was 
known  by  the  title  of  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, that  being  the  most  important  of 
the  countries  over  which  she  ruled;  and 
though  her  successors  obtained  the  title 
of  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  title  of 
King  of  Hungary  became  eclipsed  under 
that  more  high-sounding  appellation,  it 
was  Hungary  which  constituted  the  chief 
source  of  their  power.  The  dignity  of  Em- 
peror of  Germany  conferred  but  the  shadow 
of  power;  and  when  the  German  empire  fell 
to  pieces  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
the  modem  title  of  Emperor  of  Austria 
was  introduced,  but  he  still  derived  his 
greatest  power  from  his  Hungarian  domi- 
nions. Therefore,  if  we  looked  to  power 
rather  than  titles,  when  that  ancient  ally 
we  heard  so  much  of  was  referred  to,  in 
reality  what  was  meant  was  the  King 
of  Hungary,  and  not  the  Emperor  of 
Austria.  Joseph  the  Second  attempted 
to  overthrow  the  Hungarian  constitution ; 
but  what  happened  in  consequence  ?  The 
Diet  refused  to  recognise  him,  and  ex- 
acted fresh  guarantees  from  his  succes- 
sor, Leopold  XL,  who  declared  that  Hun- 
gary was  free  and  independent,  and  not 
subject  to  any  other  people  or  State, 
but  had  a  separate  existence  and  consti- 
tution, and  should  be  governed  only  by 
her  own  hereditary  kings  lawfully  recog- 
nised, and  by  their  own  laws  and  cus- 
toms, and  not  according  to  the  rules  of 
other  provinces.  In  1848,  certain  reforms 
were  introduced  in  the  constitution  of  Hun- 
gary, and  laws  passed  the  Diet  for  carry- 
ing them  into  effect.  These  passed  both 
chambers,  and  received  the  royal  assent, 
some  of  them  being  rather  declaratory 
than  new — such  as  the  one  which  enacted 
that  the  Ministry  of  Hungary  should  be 
responsible  to  the  Diet.  There  were  other 
laws  whereby  civil  and  political  equality 
was  established,  without  distinction  of  lan- 
guage or  creed.  The  privilege  of  exemp- 
tion from  direct  taxation,  heretofore  en- 
joyed by  the  nobles,  was  taketi  away,  and 
participation  in  public  imposts  was  extend- 
ed to  all  Hungarians.  The  labour  rent 
also  was  not  only  done  away  with,  but  the 
lands  held  by  that  tenure  were  given  up  to 
the  peasants,  who  received  them  as  their 
own  property,  compensation  being  guaran- 
teed to  the  landlords;    and  the   suifragOi 
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formerly  confined  to  the  nobility,  was  ex- 
tended in  the  counties  to  all  persons  pos- 
sessed of  real  or  personal  property  to  the 
yalue  of  302.,  and  in  towns  to  all  persons 
whose  income  amounted  to  102.  per  annum, 
to  the  holders  of  diplomas,  and  workmen 
having  apprentices.  These  reforms,  regu- 
larly voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  were 
sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  passed; 
and  they  received  the  royal  assent  from 
the  sovereign  on  the  11th  of  April,  1848. 
But  though  the  Hungarians  were  carrying 
out  these  measures  of  reform,  and  were 
acting  strictly  according  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  their  constitution,  that  did  not 
protect  them  from  the  illegal,  and  uncon- 
stitutional, and  violent  acts  of  the  Emperor 
of  Austria.  Croatia  had  been  united  to 
Hungary  for  eight  centuries  longer  than 
England  has  been  united  to  Wales,  by  a  most 
intimate  union.  But  some  disputes  arose 
between  the  two  countries,  chiefly,  perhaps 
solely,  in  consequence  of  a  measure  of  the 
Diet  which  introduced  the  use  of  the  Magyar 
language  instead  of  the  Latin  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary debates  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Court  of  Vienna  took  pains  to  exas- 
perate these  differences.  It  appointed  Jo- 
seph Jellachich,  the  colonel  of  a  Croatian 
regiment.  Governor  or  Ban  of  Croatia; 
but  as  his  appointment  was  not  counter- 
signed by  a  Minister,  it  was  not  a  legal  one. 
Nevertheless  the  Hungarians  did  not  make 
objection,  and  he  was  invited  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  on  entering  upon  his  rule. 
One  of  his  first  acts,  however,  was  to  forbid 
communication  with  the  Hungarian  Minis^ 
try,  and  to  proclaim  martial  law  against  all 
persons  who  should  refer  to  the  connexion 
between  Hungary  and  Croatia.  The  Min- 
istry called  upon  him  to  withdraw  this 
threat;  and  the  ultimate  result  was,  that 
a  commission  was  despatched  to  investigate 
his  conduct.  It  was  then  that  Jellachich 
threw  off  the  mask,  and  declared  the  na- 
ture of  the  policy  he  intended  to  pursue. 
It  had  been  repeatedly  said  in  this  country 
that  Kossuth  was  a  repealer;  but,  judging 
by  the  acts  of  the  man,  the  real  repealer 
in  Hungary  was  Jellachich  ;  for,  unlike  Kos- 
suth, who  proceeded  constitutionally,  and 
supported  the  rights  of  the  sovereign  of  Hun- 
gary until  he  made  war  against  the  country, 
Jellachich  pushed  his  measures  with  force 
and  violence,  and  endeavoured  to  separate 
Croatia  from  the  Hungarian  crown.  In 
June,  he  convoked,  contrary  to  law,  a 
general  assembly  of  Croatia,  for  the  29th. 
The  Emperor  Ferdinand  put  his  veto  upon 
the  proceeding*     At  the  conference  with 


the  Hungarian  Ministers,  to  which  he  was 
summoned,  Jellachich  did  not  appear,  and 
by  a  subsequent  ordinance  he  was  sus- 
pended from  his  office.  There  was  a  pow- 
erful party  in  Croatia,  however,  who  pub- 
lished a  protest,  declaiing  that  they  desired 
to  remain,  as  they  had  always  been,  united 
with  the  kingdom  of  Hungary.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Serbs,  inhabiting  the  north 
banks  of  the  Danube,  became  disaffected; 
and  although  they  had  only  within  a  few 
years  settled  in  the  country  in  any  num- 
bers, they  now  demanded  a  separate  go- 
vernment. The  Austrian  Government  fo- 
mented the  disaffection  of  the  Serbs,  and 
also  of  the  Wallachian  peasantry  who  are 
found  in  the  south  of  Transylvania,  and 
are  an  extremely  wild  and  uncivilised 
people.  They  were  armed  by  the  Austrian 
authorities,  and  incited  against  the  upper 
classes;  and  the  horrors  they  committed 
surpassed,  probably,  anything  that  had 
been  known  in  history.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  book  written  by  a  Hungarian  lady, 
Madame  Pulszky,  who  was  in  that  country 
at  the  time,  and  who  was  now  in  England 
— a  book  which  gave  a  most  interesting 
account  of  those  transactions,  and  was  about 
to  be  published.  He  had  been  favoured 
with  a  sight  and  loan  of  it  previous  to  its 
publication,  and  he  would  read  a  short  pas- 
sage having  reference  to  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  the  Austrian  Government  at  that 
time  : — 

"  The  sad  consequences  of  this  plot  manifested 
themselves  everywhere,  but  nowhere  more  dread- 
fully than  in  the  remote  mountain  districts  of 
Zalatuya. 

"  The  civil  officers  of  these  parts  were  suddenly 
surrounded  by  wildly  &natical  Wallachs,  arms  in 
hand.  In  this  state  of  things,  above  1,200  fitith- 
ful  servants  of  their  Sovereign  assembled.  They 
were  of  all  ranks,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
old  and  young,  accompanied  by  their  wives  and 
children.  All  joined  in  the  purpose  to  proceed  to- 
gether to  the  town  of  Enyed,  at  several  hours*  dis- 
tance from  Zalatuya,  to  be  sheltered  from  the 
wild  hordes,  which  were  ready  to  attack  every  one 
who  chanced  not  to  be  Wallach,  and  who  wore  an- 
other than  a  peasant's  coat.  It  was  yet  at  some 
distance  from  Zalatuya,  when  the  officers  were 
overtaken  by  a  great  troop  of  armed  Wallachs. 
Not  willing  to  oppose  those  who  pretended  to  be 
acting  in  the  name  of  the  monarch,  a  negotiation 
was  entered  upon.  Its  result  was,  that  the  emi- 
grants agreed  to  deliver  up  their  swords  and  mus- 
kets, under  condition  that  they  should  not  be  pre- 
vented from  freely  proceeding  to  Enyed.  Before 
the  disarming  was  completed,  the  evening  had 
come  on. 

' '  Several  carriages  were  laden  with  the  arms, 
and  they  waited  for  dawn  to  continue  their  jour- 
ney. In  the  night,  the  Wallachs  sent  a  messenger 
to  tlie  commander,  who  was  an  Austrian  officer, 
at   Zalatuya,  to  inquire  '  what  they   should   do 
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with  their  prisoners.'  The  messenger  returned 
with  the  laconic  reply,  '  Put  the  wretches  to 
death.' 

"  When  the  peremptory  order  of  murder  ar- 
riTed,  the  riotous  people  itself  was  thunderstruck, 
and  for  a  long  while  no  one  attempted  to  break 
the  pledge  of  a  free  passage.  Both  parties  hesi- 
tated for  some  instants  to  take  any  decided  step  ; 
at  last  the  disarmed  set  themselves  in  motion. 
Slowly  the  procession  advanced,  until  some  cir- 
cumstance, which  has  never  been  precisely  ascer- 
tained, was  considered  by  the  Wallachs  a  signal 
to  attack. 

"  Now  followed  a  horrifying  scene.  One  part 
of  the  disarmed  were  cudgelled  to  death,  others 
pierced  through  with  pointed  mountain-sticks. 
Some  hanged  on  trees  were  mangled  with  bay- 
forks  ;  others  thrown  into  pits  were  buried  under 
blocks  rolled  down  upon  them.  Women  and 
maidens  were  mutilated  and  murdered  in  the 
most  dreadful  manner. 

"  The  slaughter  lasted  long.  Rainbold,  a  Ger- 
man, the  inspector  of  Zalatuya,  to  whom  clung 
his  wife  and  two  grown-up  daughters,  not  seeing 
any  possibility  of  averting  their  dreadful  fate, 
drew  out  his  double  pistol,  which,  more  distrust- 
ful than  his  companions,  he  had  retained,  shot 
down  first  his  two  daughters,  loaded  again,  shot 
his  wife,  and  lastly  killed  himself.  The  haste 
and  the  excitement,  in  which  he  achieved  this 
awfdl  deed,  rendered  his  hand  uncertain,  his  mu- 
tilated wife  survived  this  horrible  catastrophe, 
and  related  it.  Of  1,200  persons,  about  110  re- 
mained wounded  amongst  the  bodies  of  their  com- 
rades. Of  these  survivors,  about  70  or  80,  most 
of  them  women,  one,  the  wife  of  the  judge  Cs^s- 
tkr,  bleeding  from  countless  wounds,  dragged 
themselves  before  the  gates  of  the  fortress  of 
Gynla  Jeb&rv&r  (Karlsburgh).  But  the  comman- 
der of  this  place,  which  was  occupied  by  Austrian 
troops,  drove  the  exhausted  victims,  with  blows, 
firom  the  gates,  where,  after  having  been  refused 
entrance,  they  sunk  powerless  to  the  ground. 

"  These  horrors  never  were  punished  by  the 
Austrians,  and  when  some  months  later,  Pucbncr 
was  driven  from  Transylvania  by  General  Bem, 
and  Csanyi,  as  Hungarian  commissary,  sentenced 
several  of  the  instigators  and  perpetrators  of  the 
above-mentioned  bloodshed  to  be  hanged,  the  cor- 
respondents of  the  Austrian  party  filled  the  papers 
of  foreign  countries  which  declamations  on  Hun- 
garian terrorism." 

VThile  a  deputation  sent  by  the  Diet,  to 
complain  of  these  atrocities,  and  demand 
that  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  king- 
dom should  receive  the  royal  assent,  was 
at  Vienna,  the  King  sent  a  letter,  dated 
the  31st  of  August,  which  stated  that  the 
law  of  1838,  by  which  a  responsible  Min- 
istry had  been  granted  to  Hungary,  was 
contrary  to  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  and 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Hungary 
and  Austria ;  and  then  it  was  announced 
that  the  King  was  determined  to  abrogate 
the  laws,  and  subject  every  one  in  llun- 

Siry  to  the  central  power  of  Vienna. 
ere  was  the  cause  of  quarrel.  Austria 
was  determined  that  the  laws  based  upon 
die  constitution    should    not    be    carried 


into  effect ;  Hungary  was  determined  to 
have  those  laws  acted  upon.  It  was  ex- 
actly the  same  sort  of  quarrel  which  wo 
had  had  in  this  country,  and  which  led  to 
our  civil  wars.  In  both  countries  the  King 
was  determined  to  rule  by  prerogative,  and 
in  both  countries  the  people  were  determined 
to  be  governed  only  with  the  consent  of 
parliament.  It  could  not  be  said  that  the 
Emperor  was  coerced  by  the  Hungarians 
into  sanctioning  the  reforms  of  1848,  for 
he  came  of  his  own  free  will  to  Presburg, 
and  granted  his  assent.  That  was  the  first 
occasion.  The  laws  passed  might  not  be 
favourable  to  the  House  of  Hapsburg;  but 
why  then  was  the  royal  assent  given  to 
them?  On  the  second  occasion  that  this 
assent  was  given,  the  King  was  not  in 
Hungary  but  at  Vienna,  when  he  commis- 
sioned his  viceroy  to  deliver  a  speech  on 
his  behalf,  in  which  he  declared  his  deter- 
mination to  observe  the  laws  which  he  had 
sanctioned.  As  to  the  pretence  of  the  laws 
being  contrary  to  the  Pragmatic  Sanction, 
there  never  was  one  so  void  of  foundation. 
The  Pragmatic  Sanction  only  regulated  the 
order  of  succession.  It  was  an  act  of  set- 
tlement, and  nothing  more;  and  the  order 
of  succession  at  the  time  that  pretext 
was  taken,  had  not  been  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfered  with.  It  was  not  inter- 
fered with  until  long  after  that :  not  until 
one  emperor  had  abdicated,  not  until  after 
his  brother  had  renounced  his  claim  to  the 
throne,  not  until  after  the  next  in  suc- 
cession had  put  forward  claims  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  abrogating  laws  with- 
out the  consent  of  Parliament ;  not  until 
after  the  Russians  had  with  his  approba- 
tion invaded  Hungary :  not  until  after  the 
constitution  of  the  4th  of  March  had  been 
proclaimed,  which  swept  away  all  the  rights 
and  institutions  of  the  kingdom — it  was 
not  until  after  all  these  things  that  the 
throne  was  declared  vacant.  But  sup- 
posing these  laws  were  opposed  to  the 
Pragmatic  Sanction,  what  force  had  it  in 
Hungary,  except  as  a  law  adopted  by  the 
Diet?  None  at  all.  It  was  necessary  it 
should  have  the  sanction  of  the  Diet  before 
it  could  have  any  validity  in  Hungary :  and 
the  three  estates  of  the  realm  which 
adopted  it,  had  a  perfect  right  either  to 
abrogate  it  altogether,  or  to  introduce 
other  laws  partially  to  modify  it,  or  to  pass 
laws  which,  like  those  they  did  pass,  had 
no  effect  upon  it.  The  pretence  that  the 
reform  carried  by  the  Diet  was  contrary 
to  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  was  just  as  if 
King  William  IV.,  after  having  given  the 
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royal  assent  to  the  Reform  Bill,  should 
have  tried  to  set  aside  that  law,  on  the 
plea  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Act  of 
Settlement.  No  sooner  had  the  Emperor 
announced  his  intention  of  departing  from 
his  royal  word,  than  it  hecame  evident 
that  a  conspiracy  had  heen  formed  against 
the  constitution  of  Hungary.  Jellacbich, 
who  had  been  formally  deprived  of  power, 
was,  nevertheless,  allowed  to  hold  it.  After 
the  resignation  of  the  Hungarian  Ministry, 
consequent  upon  the  decree  of  the  King, 
and  the  revolt  in  the  provinces.  Count 
Louis  Batthyani  was  commissioned  to  form 
a  new  administration.  In  the  meantime 
Jellachich  crossed  the  Danube  at  three  dif- 
ferent points,  with  regular  Croat  troops, 
aided  by  Austrian  regiments.  The  Hun- 
garians, in  the  absence  of  any  regulated 
ministry,  and  in  consequent  confusion,  were 
unable  to  oppose  any  considerable  force ; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  Croats 
advanced  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  pil- 
laging and  plundering  as  they  went.  The 
Diet  then  offered  the  command  of  the  army 
to  tho  Archduke  Stephen  in  his  capacity 
of  viceroy;  he  accepted  it,  and  joined  the 
army,  but  after  having  endeavoured  in  vain 
to  effect  arrangements  between  the  op- 
posing forces,  he  left  the  camp  and  re- 
turned through  Pesth  to  Vienna,  where  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  ac- 
cepted. On  the  25th  of  September  a  royal 
ordinance,  which  had  not  been  counter- 
signed, placed  all  the  Hungarian  troops 
under  Count  Lamberg;  but  the  Diet  de- 
clared the  appointment  of  the  Count  ille- 
gal, and  required  the  counter  signature. 
Lamberg  braved  the  decree,  and  was  pro* 
ceeding  towards  the  citadel  of  Buda,  to 
take  possession,  as  it  was  supposed,  in 
the  name  of  the  Austrian  Government, 
when  he  was  met  on  the  bridge  by  a 
crowd,  dragged  from  the  carriage  in  which 
he  was  seated,  and  murdered.  A  great 
handle  had  been  made  against  the  Hun- 
garians of  this  event,  and  most  deplorable 
it  was.  But  acts  of  this  nature  perpetrated 
by  mobs  were  not  the  acts  by  which  a  coun- 
try could  be  fairly  judged,  and  they  affixed 
no  stain  to  any  nation,  unless  indeed  it 
appeared  that  that  nation  had  manifested 
indifference  to  the  crime.  The  Hungarian 
Diet,  however,  had  passed  a  resolution 
expressive  of  horror  at  what  had  occurred, 
and  they  directed  measures  to  be  taken  to 
bring  the  criminals  to  justice.  A  battle  was 
Boon  afterwards  fought,  Jellachich  was  beat- 
en* an  armistice  was  signed,  but  he  took  to 
flighty  and  before  long  the  King  placed  the 


country  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  the  whole 
military  force  under  the  oommand  of  Jella- 
chich. The  Diet,  persuaded  that  the  King 
had  no  right  to  abolish  the  constitution, 
declared  the  royal  ordinance  in  favour  of 
Jellachich  null  and  Toid,  and  proclaimed 
him  and  all  who  aided  him  to  be  traitors. 
Jellachich  contiimed  his  retreat  towards 
Vienna,  and  threatened  that  city;  then 
Count  Latour,  the  Minister  of  War  in  Vien- 
na, who  had  denied  all  complicity  with  the 
proceedings  of  Jellachich,  was  discorered 
to  be  secretly  in  correspondence  with  him, 
and  to  have  abetted  him  in  his  designs: 
the  enraged  populace  of  Vienna  seised 
upon  Count  Latour,  and  put  him  to 
death.  With  the  acts  of  the  people  of 
Vienna,  the  Hungarians  had  nothing  to 
do,  although  the  Austrian  Government  had 
circulated  a  report  that  Count  Louis  Bat- 
thyani  was  implicated  in  this  murder. 
They  failed,  however,  in  bringing  any 
proofs  to  justify  such  an  accusation,  and 
it  had  in  fact  been  made  merely  in  order 
to  justify  a  murder  still  more  atrooiova 
than  that  of  Count  Latour,  the  murder  of 
Count  Louis  Batthyani  himself — a  murder 
more  atrocious  because  it  was  the  murder 
of  an  innocent  man.  He  suffered  death 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  murder  of  Count 
Latour,  the  Austrian  Government  thereby 
insinuating  against  him  what  they  dared 
not  openly  charge  him  with---a  partieipa- 
tion  in  the  death  of  Count  Latour.  The 
Austrian  Government  knew  that  impatation 
to  be  false,  and  the  sentence  upon  Count 
Louis  Batthyani  did  not  contain  one  word 
of  accusation  against  him  upon  this  account. 
The  Hungarians  had  hesitated  to  advance 
against  Vienna,  but  at  last  they  did  ad- 
vance, when  it  was  too  late,  and  they 
fought  a  battle,  the  only  one  they  waged 
on  soil  which  was  not  Hungarian.  General 
Bern,  who  took  the  command  in  December 
of  8,000  men,  had  by  the  middle  el  Maioh 
cleared  the  province  of  Transylvania  of 
the  Austrians,  and  had  forced  the  Rus- 
sians who  came  to  their  assistance  to  fly 
into  the  Turkish  territory  with  great  loss. 
The  Hungarians  who  had  been  driven  from 
Pesth,  rallied  on  the  line  of  the  Theiss, 
and  having  beaten  Windischgrati,  Wddon, 
and  other  generals,  drove  the  Austriana  to 
the  very  frontier  of  their  country.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Austrian  Camarilla  had 
adopted  certain  measures  of  importance^ 
The  Emperor  Ferdinand  was  induced  or 
forced  to  abandon  his  crown,  and  his  bro^ 
ther'ft  son,  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph, 
a  youth   of   18,  ascended  the  throne   of 
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Austria.  On  the  4th  of  March  the  new 
constitution  drawn  up  hy  Count  Stadion 
and  the  celehrated  democrat  Dr.  Bach  was 
published,  which  abolished  all  the  laws, 
customs,  and  institutions  of  all  the  nations 
placed  under  the  Austrian  Government, 
howeyer  ancient,  however  useful,  however 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  which 
they  were  established.     A  vicious  form  of 


talents  of  the  Hungarian  generals,  Klapka, 
Aulich,  and  Perczet,  assisted  bj  the  intre- 
pid daring  of  Bern,  the  experienced  valour 
of  Dembinski,  and  the  ardent  courage  of 
our  own  countryman,  Guyon,  could  prevail 
against  the  numbers  of  the  Russians,  aided 
by  the  broken  forces  of  Austria,  but  still 
more  effectively  seconded  by  the  fatal  treach- 
ery of  Gorgey.     The  influence  of  this  in- 


govemmeut  was  introduced,  the  object  of ;  tervention  would  be  most  pernicious.  The 
which  was  to  throw  all  the  power  into  the  constitution  of  Hungary  was  no  modern  ex- 
hands  of  the  bureauocracy  at  Vienna.  The  i  periment.  It  had  been  rooted  in  the  affeo- 
Austrian  constitution  of  the  4th  of  March,  i  tions  and  habits  of  the  people.     If  it  had 


was  a  measure  more  sweeping  and  more  re- 
Tolutionary  than  the  violent  changes  which 
had  been  introduced  by  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly of  France  during  the  first  Revolu- 
tion. If  the  Hungarians  had  been  the  fran- 
tic revolutionists  their  enemies  wished  to 
l^resent  them,  they  might  have  been  con- 


been  permitted  to  flourish,  its  example 
would  have  extended  to  other  countries. 
Free  trade  would  have  been  established, 
the  Austrian  prohibitory  tariff  would  hare 
been  done  away  with,  and  a  large  market 
opened  to  England — all  of  which  facts 
would  be  made  manifest  if  one  of  the  pa- 


tent with  this  constitution ;  but  they,  like  pers  he  should  move  for  were  laid  on  the 
uSy  being  attached  to  an  ancient  constitu- '  table,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be.  Besides 
tion  which  they  had  enjoyed  for  centuries  ,  this,  Hungary  had  been  the  most  efficient 


— they,  like  us,  being  anxious  to  adapt 
their  constitution  to  the  times  in  which 
they  lived,  and   to  make  it  of  practical 


barrier  against  Russia  on  the  side  of  Turkey; 
but  such  was  the  detestation  with  which  the 
conduct  of  the  Austrians  had  inspired  the 


utility — being  anxious  to  advance  safely  '  Hungarians,  that  they  would  much  prefer 
and  gradually,  and  being  reformers  and  the  rule  of  that  Power  which  they  had 
not  revolutionists,  could  not  be  content '  hitherto  regarded  with  horror,  to  a  con- 
with  such  a  constitution  as  that;  and,  '  tinuance  of  the  Austrian  rule.  He  had 
above  all,  they,  like  us,  could  not  accept  a  always  regarded  the  interference  of  Russia 
constitution,  which,  not  agreed  to  by  all  in  the  affairs  of  Hungary  as  a  violation  of 
the  different  orders  of  the  State,  was  only  the  law  of  nations.  It  was  an  interference 
granted  as  a  favour  by  the  Austrians,  and,  with  the  internal  affairs  of  an  independent 
being  so  granted,  might  the  next  day  be  !  country,  with  which  Russia  had  nothing  to 
withdrawn.  When  the  Diet  saw  their  le-  do;  and  the  pretext  advanced  by  the  Czar 
gitimate  Sovereign  deposed,  they  adopted  in  excuse  for  his  interference,  that  a  large 
the  precedent  set  them  by  the  Lords  and  i  number  of  his  subjects  were  serving  in  the 
Commons  of  England,  and  declared  the ;  Hungarian  array,  was  entirely  without 
throne  vacant,  and  that  the  line  of  Haps-  foundation,  for  there  were  not  4,000  Poles 
barg  should  be  for  ever  excluded.  It  had  in  that  army  altogether,  and  of  these  only 
been  repeatedly  declared  by  the  Austrians  ;  a  few  hundreds  were  from  Russian  Poland 
that  the  Hungarians  had  proclaimed  a  Re- ;  — the  rest  came  from  the  neighbouring 
public.  They  had  done  no  such  thing.  The  province  of  Gallicia.  The  Emperor  of  Rus-^ 
tendency  of  the  Hungarian  people  had  al-  \  sia  had  not  even  a  shadow  of  right  to  in- 
wajB  been  monarchical.  The  **  Governor '  tcrfere,  because  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
President,"  which  was  the  title  given  to  I  who  had  sent  for  Russian  troops  to  invade 
Kossuth,  was  one  known  to  the  constitu-    Hungary,  was  not  the  King  of  Hungary 


tiooal  history  of  Hungary ;    and  the  Hun- 
garians would  have  been  very  willing  to  re- 


either  de  jure  or  de  facto  at  the  time  that 
demand  was  made.     He  was  not  king  de 


ceiTe  any  prince  as  their  king  who  in  his  jure  for  the  constitutional  reasons  he  (Lord 
torn  would  have  been  willing  to  give  them  |  D.  Stuart)  had  given,  and  he  was  not  king 
gnarantees  that  he  would  adhere  to  the '  de  facto,  because  the  bravery  of  the  Hun* 
nirit  of  their  constitution.  In  fact,  the '  garians  had  driven  his  army  out  of  the 
Hungarians  had  all  but  succeeded  in  their  country.  He  should  also  move  for  papers 
#Uie8 ;  the  Austrian  troops  were  beaten  ■  with  respect  to  the  occupation  by  Russia 
■ntil  they  held  only  a  narrow  strip  in  one  ;  of  the  Danubian  provinces  of  Wallachia  and 


Mii  of  the  country,  and  then  Prince 
oehwartzenburg  adopted  the  suicidal  policy 
af  caMing  in  the  Russians.     Not  even  the 


Moldavia.  This  occupancy  was  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Turkey.   Russia  not  only  induced 
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md  bm&m  Befu^a.      4Srl 


Tiirk^'y  U*   for^((o   rf;rtain  refomiii  which  \  noble    Lord   would   reenllecc    diau    wiien 
n\\t\  wiHhff«l  Ut  \%\iTtA\\c.*i,  hut  prcvailorl  on  |  theM   troops   firK   entered    Miiuiavi^    he 


thd  Tiirkinh  («ov«;nim<;nt  to  hign  what  waa 
frallf^d  tho  (/onvf^ntion  of  iSalta  Liman,  by 
wh'ifth  it  wan  Hti|)iiiato«l  that  nijithcr  Power 
nhoulil  havo  irioro  tfian  10,()00  trooyis  in 
tho  Wallarfiian  and  Mohlavian  provinces. 
Hho  ha<I  not  a^Ihirrcd,  howov«;r,  even  to 
hiT  own  convention  higncd  on  the  Ist  of 
May  latt,  hut  had  ntill  a  much  lar^^crarmy 
in  tho  prlncipalitifM.  Now,  one  of  the 
pnpom  wliich  ho  iihould  move  for  was  a 
circuliir  addroHHcd  hy  ('Ount  NcHHclrode  to 
tho  variouN  anihaHHadorH  of  RuHfiia  when 
tliiN  occupation  of  the  Danuhian  provinces 
look  place.  lie  wouhl  read  an  extract 
from  It,  wliich  ii«*  whh  cnahhul  to  do,  tho 
n(»hh«  fjord  having  r<*ad  an  extract  from  it 
hist  S«tMiou.     Thin  circuhir  stated  that 

"  fW>in  tlip  itiotniMi(  thiit  ill  MuMnvia  niul  Wal- 
UtOitn  tiiw  nlmll  liiivo  Immmi  oMtubliNlMMl  niul  f^ua- 
rntiiiMMl,  ilio  tr(Mi|iN  nIuiH  Im*  witli«lniwii  fn»iii  tliciii, 
lo  tfo  nii<l  (HMMi|7  iiiiUHMliiiti'ly  tlu*  Ntrictly  dcfeii- 
Nivit  {Niiiitinn  wliirli  tli<7  (km'u|)UmI  bol'oro." 

Now,  lu»  would  ask  tho  nohlo  Lonl  whether 
ho  h(«ru«vod  ho  hud  not  a  HutHoiont  fj^uaranteo 
for  tho  futuro  poiioo  of  tho»o  provinces  ? 
Tho  iu>l)h'  Lord  know  full  woll  that  the 
Torto  waM  uumt  an  \ ions  to  hnvo  these 
troops  withdrawn,  and  tluU  tho  Convontion 
of  lUlta  Linuui  should  hooarriod  out.  How 
was  it  possihlo,  that  with  such  a  decla- 
ration as  this,  so  striui^ont,  so  precise — 
how  oould  it  ho  holiov<Hl  — that  Russia  still 
maintained  in  that  oouutrv  an  army  of  not 
h^ss  than  40. 000  mou  i  Ho  had  com  muni- 
oat  ions  from  that  country  to  a  late  pcriiHl, 
and  ho  was  ahlo  to  state  that  there  was  at 
least  (hat  numhor  of  Russians  stationed 
thor\\  Now,  tho  i\ohle  Lord  at  the  head 
of  t)»o  KorvMtfu  Popartmont,  in  n^plrto  some 
ohsorvations  whioli  fell  iVom  his  hon.  Friend 
tho  Momhor  for  Youj;hal  a  few  nisrhts 
ajj\\  stated  his  helief  and  conviction  that 
those  Russian  tnn^ps  would  sihmi  Ih?  with- 
dr^iwn*     Ho  hoped  his  nohlo  Friend  would 

excuse  him  if  he  was  not  altojr^^ther  satis- :  but  all  over  Europe,  the  people 
ti(M  with  that  assurance  on  his  part,  and  siastio  in  their  wish  for  ibe  soeveas  of  tte 
thai  ho  was  not  altocether  pi^rsuaded  of  Huu^rian  cause:  and  tiie  ai:>life 
iho  J^HH^  intentions  of  the  Russians,  lie  {  even  stretched  aen>ss  the  A;I&£i;>c, 
r^MnemWnxl  his  noMe  Friend,  in  the  do-  I  thev  heard  of  honour  ocoe*  id  lie  H; 
l^te  to  which  he  had  just  ivferrx\l.  said  of;  carians  bv  the  f.rg.i  aiair**K*:e  a: 
o^Mirse  il  was  o'jVu  to  s,;t,  i;  a  Minister  I  and  where  resolutions,  be  x«elie«-<ic,  we»  &s 
»fAto«l  his  boi'.ef  that  suoh  an.l  such  things  '  t-iis  momeci  under  di5<e2ss}£CL  for  sosivaii- 
werx^  hVolv  to  haiv.vn.  it  was  open  to  aaT  '-nj  all  inteiwurse  wiii  ibt  Ansriax  ^*- 
MemWr,  if  he  p',eAs*\:.  :o  sav  that  he  did  vomnicnt  in  cona^sjues^i*  :c  :»  *«ii 
»ot  partake  of  thas  o:v;:r"on.  But  :a  s:ai:uj:  c-:  »rie  Hur^irariAi;*-  I:  txxt  nnW 
thai  lie  <\v,;]i  r.ot  a*.;oct^rr.er  jvartAko  v!  ihe  «^::va  :h:s  er;CT»:4k*i.3;ent  w-*s  ir« 
••Me  LmmxIV  opioi.r..  he  »\^u"d  Xi-1*.  the  -ii  s<:-i  his  :..»>e  a^4ii.>3  it.  ;»  wji*  2i»  rjo.- 
u«ne  whj   he  di«s<''T:u\i   f.-vvz:  ii.     TLe    'nc:ion  tha:  Russia  wc*xIiL  hkvt  luu^^  ioc 


called  his  attendoa  to  the  Mibjeet.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  thea  Mid,  that  ther  had 
entered  without  being  authorised  bj  the 
Russian  GoTemment.  But  whccber  au- 
thorised or  noty  thej  reznalned.  Wben 
he  again  spoke  to  him  on  tbe  subject, 
his  answer  was  that  thej  were  in  Molda- 
via, but  that  thej  would  not  enter  Walla- 
chia.  Thej  did  enter  Wallacbia.  Then 
he  thought  thej  would  withdraw  Terj 
soon,  but  a  jear  and  three  quarters  bad 
elapsed  and  thej  had  not  withdrawn.  And 
the  noble  Lord  said  this  was  onlj  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  and  thought  that  an  answer. 
He  should  like  to  ask  him  if  he  bad  a  troop 
of  soldiers  quartered  in  his  house,  living, 
with  their  horses,  at  bis  expense,  what  be 
would  saj  if  he  complained  of  it,  and  bis 
friend  replied,  ''  Never  mind,  mj  good  fel- 
low, it  is  onlj  a  question  of  time.'  What 
would  he  think  of  that  if  he  had  to  paj  the 
weekly  bills?  That  was  ezactlj  the  case 
in  Moldavia  and  Wallacbia,  because  the 
Government  did  not  maintain  the  troops; 
but  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  main- 
tain them.  Those  troops  were probabl j  there 
to  carry  on  the  designs  of  Russia  against 
Hungary  last  year,  and  against  Turkey  this 
year,  lie  thought  his  noble  Friend,  in 
tho  supposititious  case  be  bad  put,  would 
feel  himself  aggrieved,  and  would  take  tbe 
first  opportunity  of  driving  tbe  intruders 
out  of  his  domain.  And  this,  no  donbt, 
Turkey  would  do,  if  she  bad  it  in  her 
power.  This  tyranny  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. If  his  noble  Friend  bad  made  an 
energetic  protest  against  it  in  tbe  first  in- 
stance, it  was  bis  confident  belief  that  tbe 
troops  which  entered  these  proiinees  unau- 
thorised— that  was  a  eouTenient  mode  for 
Russia  to  feel  her  way — would  never  bavo 
lH>en  authorised  to  remain,  and  ibe  cata*- 
tn>phe  in  lluni;:ary  would,  in  all  probahibtj, 
have  been  avoideil.     Not  onlv  in  ~ 
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of  it.     He  could  not  help  feeling  sorry  the 
other  evening  on  hearing  his  noble  Friend 
saj,  that  allowances  ought  to  be  made  for 
Russia.     He  (Lord  D.  Stuart)  did  not  like 
these  allowances,  which  were  always  made 
for  the  strong  and  powerful.     He  would  ra- 
ther see  allowances  made  for  the  weak,  over 
whom  generosity  should  extend  a  shield. 
He  hoped  his  noble  Friend  would  this  even- 
ing take  an  opportunity  of  explaining  what 
the  circumstances  were  for  which  he  would 
make  allowances.     He  thoua:ht  that  a  sub- 
ject  more  important  could  not  be  pressed 
upon   the   attention  of  his  noble  Friend. 
He  was  well  aware  that  it  had  not,  when 
first  he  brought  it  forward,  rivetted  the  at- 
tention of  the  country;   and   he  thought 
that  was  a  reason,  perhaps,  why  his  noble 
Friend  did  not  employ  more  energetic  mea- 
sures at  the  time  than  he  did.     But  the 
country  was  now  roused  upon  the  subject. 
It  was  determined  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  the   Ottoman  empire.     Every  Govern- 
ment in  succession  had  declared  that,  as 
well  the  Government  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington,  and  of  the   right  hon.   Member 
for  Tam worth,  as  that  of  his  noble  Friend; 
and   even  the  Protectionist    Government, 
whose  advent  they  had  been  led  to  expect, 
would,  he  presumed, follow  the  same  course; 
for,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Buckinghamshire  had  in  strong,  and, 
he  must  say,  in  very  eloquent  and  forcible 
terms,  recorded  his  conviction  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  this  country  and  of  Europe  to 
follow  that  course.     Now,  in  arguing  this 
matter,  he  would  not  be  supposed  to  be  an 
advocate  of  war.     He  believed  that  in  the 
present  instance  war  was  altogether  unne- 
cessary.    A  great  deal  had  been  said  about 
Russophobia,  and  he  was  considered  to  be 
affected  with  that  malady.     He  would  tell 
tiiem  how  far  he  was  a  Russophobist.     He 
was  quite  convinced  that  when  this  country 
■poke  in  earnest  to  Russia,  and  told  her 
that  she   would  not   have  certain  things 
done,  that  the  voice  of  this  country  would 
be  obeyed,  and  that  she  would  have  no  oc- 
casion to  make  it  heard  by  the  roar  of  can- 
non.    He  knew  that  it  was  a  perfect  farce 
to  talk  of  Russia  resisting  the  power  of  this 
oonntrr  for  a  single  day.     At  the  same 
lime,  he  was  so  far  infected  with  Russo- 
l^obia,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  take 
•uch  a  course  as  would  turn  that  weak- 
into   an    overpowering    might.     He 
not  disposed  to  allow  Russia  to  pos- 
the  most  fertile  portion  of  the  globe, 
the  first  maritime  station;    because,  if 
diat  were  done,  she  would  no  longer  be 


weak — she  would  no  longer  be  obliged  to 
come  into  such  measures  as  this  country 
should  approve,  but  she  would  have  made 
a  great  stride  towards  universal  empire. 
She  would  threaten  our  Indian  empire  and 
our  commerce,  and  then  force  us  into  a 
war,  of  which  there  was  now  no  danger, 
nor  was  there  any  occasion  for  it.  Russia 
would  not  abandon  her  cautious  policy  for 
the  sake  of  her  designs  of  national  aggran- 
disement; but  though  she  was  patient  in 
her  designs,  and  wished  to  aggrandise 
herself,  not  by  conquest  but  by  insidious 
means,  still  whenever  there  was  a  ques- 
tion of  putting  liberty  down,  all  her  self- 
possession  seemed  to  abandon  her;  then 
she  no  longer  acted  by  slow  and  measured 
means,  but  came  forward  directly  and  im- 
petuously, in  order  to  destroy  all  really 
sound  and  wholesome  reforms,  wherever  she 
found  them.  What  occasioned  the  last 
partition  of  Poland  in  1791  but  the  intro- 
duction of  reforms?  In  1829  why  did  she 
interfere  with  Turkey?  Because  she  found 
that  Turkey  was  engaged  in  effecting  re- 
forms. In  1848  she  interfered  with  Wal- 
lachia  from  the  same  cause,  and  in  1849 
she  interfered  with  Hungary  because  that 
country  preferred  the  most  legitimate  of 
all  claims — to  be  governed  by  the  constitu- 
tion they  had  for  ages  enjoyed.  But  the  Czar 
had  received  a  check  which  he  had  not  ex- 
perienced for  a  long  time.  They  would 
remember  the  claim  that  he  made  for  the 
extradition  of  the  refugees  from  Hungary. 
He  was  before  triumphant;  he  had  every- 
thing his  own  way.  His  armies  had  car- 
ried all  before  them,  by  their  numbers,  or 
the  treachery  of  their  enemies :  at  any 
rate  he  was  successful ;  he  had  stamped 
out  liberty  in  Hungary  ;  he  had  obtained 
a  footing  in  the  Danubian  provinces,  and 
everything  smiled  upon  him.  But  when 
he  came  to  demand  the  extradition  of  these 
brave  but  unfortunate  refugees  from  Hun- 
gary, in  order  that  he  might  slake  his  thirst 
for  vengeance  upon  them,  then  he  found  a 
noble  Sultan  on  the  throne  of  Turkey,  who 
magnanimously  opposed,  and  said  '  No '  to 
his  nefarious  demand.  The  Emperor  demand- 
ed these  refugees  that  he  might  put  them 
to  death.  His  ambassador,  in  an  insolent 
tone,  claimed  them  from  the  Sultan.  It 
was  even  said  that  Prince  Radzivil  had  the 
audacity  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  the 
Sultan  without  uncovering  bis  head.  The 
language  employed  was  most  offensive, 
and,  though  it  was  said  that  the  Russian 
ambassadors  exceeded  their  instructions, 
he  had  some  reason  to  believe  that  that 
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was  not  the  case,  but  that  tbej  were  or- 
dered to  employ  almost  the  very  language 
that  thej  did.  The  Emperor  of  Russia 
was  determined  to  succeed,  and  to  use 
his  utmost  influence  for  that  purpose. 
But  all  that  influence  was  exerted  in 
yain,  because  the  Sultan  was  supported 
by  this  country.  The  honour  of  the 
Sultan  and  the  honour  of  the  British  Min- 
ister prevented ,  so  foul  a  deed  from  dis- 
gracing Europe.  When  the  Czar  could  not 
get  what  he  wanted  because  there  was  a 
British  fleet  in  the  Levant  (for  that  was 
the  only  reason),  he  said  he  should  be  con- 
tented with  a  minor  success.  Though  he 
(Lord  D.  Stuart)  had  spoken  in  strong 
terms  of  his  satisfaction  that  Kossuth  and 
those  noble  men  were  not  given  up  to  the 
fury  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  he  could 
not  say  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation.  He  was  not  con- 
vinced that  the  fleet  at  the  Dardanelles 
obtained  all  that  it  ought  to  have  obtained, 
or  that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the 
British  Government  which  might  have  been 
accomplished.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
people  of  this  country  would  be  satisfied 
when  they  found  that  although  the  Hun- 
garians and  the  Poles  were  not  given  up, 
still  that  the  Poles  were  expelled  from 
Turkey,  and  most  likely  would  arrive  here 
before  long  in  a  state  of  indigence,  and 
that  Kossuth  and  his  brave  companions 
were  to  be  kept  in  prison  for  a  considerable 
time.  The  people  of  this  country  would 
not  be  pleased  to  find  that  the  Emperor 
of  Austria  had,  in  this  at  least,  had  his 
way,  because  he  had  no  doubt  the  aim  of 
the  Austrian  Government  was  to  prevent 
these  men  from  coming  to  this  country, 
because  it  dreaded  the  effect  their  pre- 
sence would  have  upon  public  opinion.  He 
must  say  that  he  thought  the  noble  Lord 
ought  to  produce  to  this  House  all  the 
information  that  he  (Lord  D.  Stuart)  had 
asked  for  with  regard  to  this  transaction. 
This  transaction,  at  least  so  far  as  the  re- 
fugees were  concerned,  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  said  had  terminated  satisfacto- 
rily, but  they  wanted  to  know  what  had 
been  done.  The  House  had  a  right  to 
know  what  had  been  done  in  this  matter, 
that  they  might  exercise  that  supervision 
over  the  acts  of  the  Government  which  the 
noble  Lord  on  a  former  occasion  said  it 
was  its  right  and  duty  to  do.  His  noble 
Friend  would  do  right  by  the  country  in  so 
doing;  and  give  him  (Lord  D.  Stuart)  leave 
to  Bay  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  for  his 
own  character  as  a  Minister,  and  in  order 


that  he  might  stand  right  with  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  continue  to  have  that 
good  opinion  which,  he  was  happy  to  say, 
he  had  for  a  long  period  enjoyed.  It  was 
necessary  for  this  purpose  that  he  ahonld 
furnish  the  House  with  all  the  information 
demanded.  He  the  more  confidently  called 
on  the  noble  Lord  to  give  all  the  informa* 
tion  he  could,  as  he  had  been,  in  former 
times,  extremely  energetic  in  getting  other 
Governments  to  produce  information  for 
the  guidance  of  the  House,  and  as  he  had 
made  a  boast  that  the  Government  to 
which  he  belonged  was  always  extremely 
ready  to  famiah  such  papers  as  might  be 
required. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  that  She  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  direotions,  that  there  be  laid  before  tbif 
House,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  any  CorreapoDdenee 
between  the  British  Government  and  the  Amhas» 
sies  at  Constantinople,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Vienna, 
respecting  the  demands  of  Russia  and  Austria 
for  the  extradition  of  Polish,  Hungarian,  and 
Italian  refugees." 

Mr.  C.  ANSTEY  seconded  the  Mo- 
tion. 

Viscount  PALMERSTON  :  Sir,  my 
noble  Friend  has  travelled  over  so  wide  a 
field,  that  I  am  persuaded  the  House  will 
not  expect  I  should  follow  him  in  detail 
through  all  those  various  important  trans* 
actions  to  which  his  speech  has  related.  I 
can  assure  my  noble  Friend  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give 
all  the  information  upon  those  transactions 
which  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  pnblie 
interest,  and  consistent  with  those  eonrte* 
sies  that  are  due  between  Governments  and 
countries,  to  afford.  The  Motion  with 
which  he  has  concluded  embraces  so  large 
a  mass  of  correspondence,  comprising  not 
only  all  the  confidential  communications  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  our  Ambas- 
sadors and  Ministers  abroad,  but  also  oom- 
munications  between  other  Governments, 
of  which  knowledge  may  have  been  given 
to  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty,  that  I 
trust  my  noble  Friend  and  the  House  will 
think  I  am  not  asking  too  much  of  their 
forbearance  if  I  entreat  them  not  to  press 
the  Motion  in  the  words  in  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  put  it,  but  to  allow  me  to  select 
out  of  that  great  mass  of  papers  such  do- 
cuments as  may  explain  to  the  House  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  pursued,  without  giving  details  which 
would  be  inconvenient  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, or  laying  before  the  House  those  con- 
fidential communications  that  may  have 
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passed  between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  Her  Ministers  abroad,  or  between  them 
and  the  Ministers  of  other  countries.  With 
regard  to  the  war  in  Hungary,  I  had  an 
opportunity  last   Session   of  stating   the 
TiewB  which  I  entertain  of  that  great  ques- 
tion.    I  can  only  say,  that  those  feelings 
and  opinions  which  I  know  are  entertained 
upon  that  matter  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  are  opinions  and 
feelings  which  have  done  great  credit  to 
the  country,  and  which,  I  trust,   I  might 
almost  say  I  know,  no  Englishman  will 
differ  from  in  any  respect  whatever.     At 
the  same  time,  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
feel,  that  in  a  matter  in  which  England 
had  no  direct  right  to  interfere,  the  func- 
tions of  the  British  Government  with  re- 
gard to  the  direction  of  events  must  be  ne- 
cessarily  extremely  limited.      Therefore, 
however  strong  may  be  the  interest  which 
the  Government  of  England,  as  represent- 
ing the   public    opinion  of   this  country, 
might  take  in  those  events,  the  House  will 
naturally  suppose  that  the  active  interfe- 
rence of  the  British  Government  must  ne- 
cessarily have  been  restricted  within  limits 
perhaps  far  more  narrow   than   those   to 
which  their  feelings  might  wish  them  to 
extend.     With  regard  to  the  principalities 
of  Wallachia    and    Moldavia,    my   noble 
Friend   and  myself  have   discussed    that 
qnestion  before.     The  House  is  aware  that 
Rassia  does  stand,  in  regard  to  those  prin- 
cipalities, upon   a  footing   different   from 
that  upon  which  the  Government  of  one 
coontrj  usually  stands  in  respect  to  pro- 
vinces belonging  to  another  country.  There 
was  concluded  in  the  course  of  last  year  an 
arrangement — it  was  not  a  treaty,  it  was 
an  exchange   of  notes,    standing   in   the 
shape  of  a  convention — by  which  the  two 
Governments  of  Russia  and   Turkey  en- 
gaged that  the  forces  of  Russia  and  Turkey 
in  those  provinces  should,  after  a  certain 
period,  be  reduced  to  the  amount  of  10,000 
men.     My  noble  Friend  is  correct  in  stating 
that  the  Turkish  Government  has  carried 
tluit  engagement  into  effect,  and  that  the 
Bnssian  Government  has  not  hitherto  done 
•0.     I  stated  on  a  former  evening  that  I 
b^ered,  and  it  is  my  conviction,  that  the 
Ronian  Government  is  about  to  carry  that 
engagement   into   execution.      My  noble 
Fneod,  perhaps,  does  not  partake  of  my 
aoDTietion.     I  can  only  say,  that  the  infor- 
mation we  have  received  very  lately,  leads 
me  to  think  that  the  Turkish  Ambassador 
leeently  sent  to  St.  Petcrsburgh  has  rc- 
~  an  assurance  to  that  effect  from  the 


Government  of  Russia,  and  that  the  amount 
of  the  Russian  troops  in  those  provinces 
will  very  speedily  be  reduced  to  10,000 
men.     I  can  assure  my  noble  Friend  that 
I  fully  agree  with  him  as  to  the  severe 
pressure  which  the  presence  of  those  troops 
must  occasion  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
principalities.     It  is  perfectly  evident  that 
the  obligation  under  which  they  have  been 
laid  for  supporting  and  providing  for  so 
large  a  body,  must  have  imposed  upon  them 
sacrifices  and  privations  of  a  very  painful 
and  extensive  character.     With  regard  to 
that  more  important  transaction  connected 
with  the  demand  for  the  refugees,  that 
which  took  place  between  the  Governments 
of  England  and  France  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Governments  of  Russia  and  Aus- 
tria and  the  Government  of  Turkey  on  the 
other,  is  generally  so  well  known  that  little 
remains  for  me  to  state  which  is  not  already 
within  the  cognisance  of  the  public  at  large. 
I  shall  be  perfectly   ready  to  give  such 
papers  as  will  show  the  course  we  pursued 
on  that  occasion.     It  is  well  known,  that 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  in  Hun- 
gary a  very  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons, Hungarians,  Poles,  and  some  Italians, 
took  refuge  in  the  Turkish  provinces.     A 
demand  was  made  by  the  Governments  of 
Austria  and  Russia  on  Turkey  for  the  sur- 
render of  such  of  those  individuals  as  were 
Austrian  or  Russian  subjects.     That  de- 
mand was  founded  upon  the  Treaty  of  Kai- 
mardji  with   regard  to  Russia,  and  upon 
the  Treaty  of  Belgrade  in  regard  to  Aus- 
tria.    The  Sultan,  feeling  that  the  obliga- 
tions of  hospitality,  which  are  considered 
even  more  paramount,  if  possible,  in  the 
East  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
precluded  him  from  complying  with  that 
demand;  and  looking  at  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  Kaimardji,   and  seeing  that  he 
had  clearly  an  alternative,   and  that  the 
engagement    contracted    by   that    treaty 
permitted   him    to    choose    that    alterna- 
tive, he    refused  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand  made   by    Russia    of   surrendering 
those  individuals,  but  stated  that  he  was 
ready  to  fulfil  the  other  condition  of  the 
treaty,  namely,  that  of  expelling  other  in- 
dividuals, chiefly  Poles,  from  his  territory. 
With  regard  to  the  demand  of  Austria,  it 
certainly  did  not  appear,  by  the  Treaty  of 
Belgrade,    that   there  was   any  condition 
which   required  the    Sultan  to  surrender 
Austrian  subjects  who  might  have  sought 
refuge  within  his  territories;  with  regard  to 
Austria's  demand,  therefore,  he  was  still 
more  at  liberty  to  refuse  compliance,  than 
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he  was  with  respect  to  the  demand  made 
by  Russia.  The  manner  in  which  those 
demands  were  made  at  Constantinople,  by 
the  organs  of  the  Russian  and  Austrian 
Governments,  excited  alarm  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  Turkey  as  to  the  consequences 
which  might  follow  from  a  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  those  demands,  even  though  the 
Government  of  Turkey  felt  that  they  were 
not  by  treaty  compelled  or  liable  to  comply 
with  them.  In  that  state  of  things,  the 
Turkish  Government  turned  its  eyes  to 
those  friendly  Powers  to  whom  it  might 
look  for  support,  and  an  appeal  was  made 
to  the  Government  of  England,  and  also 
to  the  Government  of  France,  for  their 
friendly  support  in  the  critical  circum- 
stances in  which  Turkey  might  find  itself. 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  acting,  as  I 
think  they  did,  in  strict  unison  with  the 
universal  feeling  of  the  country  as  it  was 
manifested  on  that  occasion,  determined  to 
give  the  Sultan  the  support  which  he  had 
asked.  Friendly  representations  were  made 
to  the  Government  of  Austria  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  Russia,  explaining  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  appeared  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  the  Sultan  was  not  bound 
to  comply  with  the  demands  which  had 
been  made.  It  is  but  due,  however,  to  the 
Russian  Government  to  state,  that  the  Sul- 
tan having  sent  a  special  ambassador  to 
St.  Petersburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  Emperor  to  desist  from  the 
demand  which  he  had  made,  and  to  accept 
the  other  alternative  of  the  treaty — it  is  but 
due,  I  say,  to  Russia  to  state,  that  the  day 
before  our  friendly  representation  reached 
St.  Petersburgh,  tha  Russian  Government 
had  made  a  communication  to  the  Turkish 
ambassador,  stating  that  Russia  no  longer 
insisted  on  demanding  a  surrender  of  the 
Poles,  but  consented  to  the  alternative  for 
their  expulsion.  There  followed  upon  that, 
however,  a  long  negotiation  with  regard  to 
detailed  conditions  which  were  proposed  on 
the  one  side,  and  objected  to,  in  a  certain 
degree,  on  the  other.  Those  negotiations 
ended  at  last  in  an  arrangement  between 
the  Turkish  Government  and  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  by  which  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment agreed  to  expel,  as  by  treaty  it  was 
bound  to  do,  the  Polish  refugees  from  the 
Turkish  territories.  With  regard  to  Aus- 
tria, the  Turkish  Government  undertook  to 
remove  the  Hungarians — not  to  put  them 
in  prison,  as  my  noble  Friend  has  stated — 
[Lord  D.  Stuart  :  To  detain  them] — but  to 
remove  them  to  a  distance  from  the  Aus- 
trian territories,  and  there  detain   them 


under  that  description  of  observation  of 
which,  happily,  no  English  word  conveys 
the  meaning  —  under  swnoeillance  for  a 
certain  limited  time.  The  diplomatic  re- 
lations between  Russia  and  Turkey  have 
been  re-established.  Diplomatic  relations 
between  Austria  and  Turkey  were  not  ac* 
tually  re-established,  but  there  was  every 
reason  to  suppose  they  would  be  within  a 
few  days  after  the  last  despatches  came 
away.  During  the  negotiations  which  took 
place  at  Constantinople,  the  most  perfect 
harmony  and  co-operation  existed  betweea 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  and  the  Am- 
bassador of  the  Republic  of  France;  and 
no  doubt  it  was  greatly  owing  to  the 
friendly  offices  of  those  diplomatic  repre* 
sentatives  that  those  questions,  involving 
great  difficulty  and  complications  of  varioiis 
kinds,  were  brought  to  a  successful  issue; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  any  man  to  have  acquitted  himself 
in  such  difficult  circumstances,  and  in  the 
execution  of  such  an  arduous  duty,  with 
more  ability,  more  judgment,  and  more 
discretion,  than  Sir  Stratford  Canning  had 
done  in  the  task  which  it  had  fallen  to  his 
lot  to  perform.  My  noble  Friend  has  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  in  respect  to  the  ar- 
rangement that  has  been  made,  and  has 
declared  that  that  arrangement  is  not  al- 
together satisfactory  to  his  wishes  and 
views.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  if  it  had 
been  a  matter  depending  solely  upon  the 
will  and  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Uovem- 
ment,  there  are  many  circumstances  con- 
nected with  that  arrangement  that  we 
should  have  wished  to  be  different  from 
what  they  turn  out  to  be.  But  there  were 
treaties  to  be  observed — there  were  offers 
which  had  been  spontaneously  made — en- 
gagements which  had  been  voluntarily 
offered,  and  which  could  not  altogether  be 
retracted;  and  acting  under  the  circum- 
stances as  they  stood,  and  bearing  in  mind 
that  although  it  was  desirable  to  support 
the  Turkish  Government  in  resisting  the 
demands  which  it  would  have  been  unfitting 
for  that  Government  to  comply  with;  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  should  have  been 
acting  an  unfriendly  part  if  we  had  urged 
that  Government  to  place  itself,  without 
necessity,  in  the  perilous  position  of  a  rup- 
ture with  its  two  great  and  powerful  neigh- 
bours. Considering,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
difficulties  from  which  it  was  desirable  to 
extricate  the  Turkish  Government,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  considering  the  conces- 
sions which  the  Turkish  Government  ought 
not  to  be  compelled  to  make,  I  believe  the 
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arraDgemeDt  such  as  has  heen  made  is  the 
best  which,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  it  was  possible  Her  Majesty's 
Government  could  see  accomplished.  None 
of  the  refuges  have  been  given  up.  The 
Polish  part  of  them  are  free  to  depart  to 
other  portions  of  Europe,  where  they  will 
be  in  a  state  of  complete  liberty;  and  those 
Hungarians  who  are  for  a  time  detained  in 
the  Turkish  territory,  I  hope  will  not  be 
detained  there  long.  At  all  events,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, from  its  generous  feelings  and  from 
its  sense  of  the  duties  of  hospitality,  will 
.take  care  that  while  they  are  within  its 
.territories  every  attention  will  be  paid  to 
them  which  is  consistent  with  their  unfor- 
tunate position,  and  with  the  eminent 
Dualities  by  which  they  are  distinguished. 
Q  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  a  hope  that 
mj  noble  Friend  will  consent  to  accept  the 
offer  I  have  made  to  him,  and  allow  me  to 
submit  to  the  House  such  portions  of  the 
papers  he  has  moved  for  as  can  be  laid 
upon  the  table  without  being  injurious  to 
ihe  public  interest.  I  trust  the  House  will 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  there  are  sub- 
stantial reasons  why  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  accede  to  the  Motion  in  the  form  in 
which  it  has  been  moved  by  my  noble 
Friend. 

Ma.  C.  ANSTEY  saw  no  reason,  after 
what  had  occurred,  to  alter  the  opinion  he 
had  expressed  on  a  former  occasion  as  to 
the  eonduct  pursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
▼emment  with  respect  to  the  extradition 
of  the  Hungarian  and  other  refugees  now 
in  Turkey.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  upon 
this  occasion  they  had  broken  through  the 
line  of  policy  adopted  for  many  years  of 
tmekling  to  Russia,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  continue  to  do  so.  He  saw  that 
the  noble  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
Sultan  had  not  failed  to  make  a  due  im- 
pression upon  the  Cabinet,  and  he  hoped 
the  impression  would  be  a  long  and  lasting 
one.  He  could  not  help  saying  that  the 
lusoommodation  agreed  to  was  unsatisfac- 
tory ;  but  he  could  not  conceal  from  him- 
lelf  the  difficulties  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
He  oould  not  forget  that  the  chief  diffi- 
eolty  to  which  he  had  adverted,  though 
not  in  express  language,  was  created  by 
tfio  treaty  of  1841,  and  that,  with  the 
stipulations  of  that  treaty  staring  them  in 
the  £sce,  it  was  impossible  for  their  Am- 
hsssador,  or  the  French  Ambassador,  to 
olhr  to  the  Sultan  that  prompt  and  imme- 
diate essistance  which  would  be  necessary 
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to  effect  a  more  satisfactory  accommoda- 
tion. He  must  say  that  the  arrangement 
which  had  been  made  was  due  not  so  much 
to  Sir  Stratford  Canning,  or  the  French 
Ambassador,  as  to  the  skilful  conduct  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Porte.  He  hoped  our 
Government  would  hence  be  taught  not 
again  so  to  fetter  themselves  as  not  to  be 
able  to  repel  promptly  the  aggressions  of 
Russia.  The  ever-memorable  and  glorious 
declaration  of  the  Sultan,  on  receiving  the 
insolent  message  of  the  Czar,  was — 

"  Am  I,  the  Master  of  this  Empire,  to  be  de- 
barred from  the  exercise  of  a  right  enjoyed  by  my 
meanest  subject,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  I 
dare  not  disturb  the  meanest  vassal  ?  Sooner 
let  me  cease  to  reign ;  sooner  let  the  Empire 
perish  than  be  so  degraded." 

He  quoted  these  words  from  an  authentic 
report  which  he  had  received  from  Constan* 
tinoplc.  He  regretted  that  the  spirit  of  this 
noble  sentiment  had  not  been  more  tho* 
roughly  acted  on  by  our  Government.  On 
the  question  of  the  Hungarian  refugees,  he 
had  only  to  express  his  entire  concurrence 
in  what  fell  from  both  the  noble  Lords  ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  other  question 
raised  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Member  for 
Marylcbone,  and  to  which  a  great  portion 
of  the  documents  demanded  had  reference, 
he  had  a  few  words  to  say.  He  could  not 
understand  on  what  principle  it  was  that 
the  noble  Lord  could  come  down  to  the 
House  and  allege  that  the  public  service 
would  suffer  from  the  publication  of  the 
entire  of  every  document  of  the  class  indi- 
cated in  the  notice  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Marylebone.  The  general 
observation  applied  particularly  to  the 
question  of  the  Danubian  principalities; 
and  it  appeared  that  the  case  in  which 
those  papers  were  asked  respected  the  per- 
formance of  a  solemn  obligation  entered 
into  with  the  assistance  at  least,  if  not  on 
the  mediation,  of  the  British  Sovereign,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year.  The  obliga- 
tion entered  into  had  been  set  aside  by 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  while  the 
other  party  observed  it  most  religiously. 
It  had  been  violated  by  Christian  Russia 
— it  had  been  observed  by  unchristian 
Turkey.  The  noble  Lord  said,  that,  al- 
though the  treaty  had  been  broken  by 
Russia,  it  was  now  going  to  be  kept ;  but 
when  they  knew  there  was  a  time  fixed  for 
the  performance  of  the  arrangement,  and 
that  that  time  was  the  31st  December, 
1849,  a  day  now  long  since  passed,  so 
that  it  was,  consequently,  not  now  in  the 
power  of   the  Government  to  obtain  the 
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literal  performance  of  the  treaty,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  House  should  re- 
quire something  more  than  the  assurance 
of  the  noble  Lord  that  Russia  meant  to  fix 
some  other  day,  and  adhere  to  it  with  more 
of  fidelity  than  she  did  to  recent  arrange- 
ment.    It  should  be  recollected  that  the 
treaty  was   more   or  less  guaranteed  by 
England,  and  they  had  no  assurance  that 
reparation  would  be  made.     There  was  no 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  forces  now 
quartered  amongst  the  people  of  the  Da- 
nubian   principalities  would   be  employed 
ogainst  the  sovereign  Power;   and  this, 
therefore,  was  not  a  question  of  time,  but 
a  question  calling  for  immediate  decision. 
With  regard  to  the  other  question,  which 
would  occupy  less  of  their  attention  than 
the  former  one — ho   meant  the  question 
lately  pending  between  Austria  and  Hun- 
gary— he  concurred  in  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebonc, 
and  would  merely  observe  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  he  said 
that  England  had  no  immediate  right  or 
obligation  to  interfere  in  the  settlement  of 
that  question,  or  in  forcing  the  perform- 
ance of  the  constitutional  obligations  which 
bound  the  House  of  Hapsburg  to  the  people 
of  Hungary,  forgot  that  England  was  a 
party  to,  and  had  guaranteed,   the  Prag- 
matic Sanction.  That  arrangement  adopted 
by  the  Hungarians,  and  applying  to  this 
very  question  now  before  them — be  meant 
the  question  as  to  the  constitutional  pre- 
rogatives of  the  House  of  Hapsburg  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  people  of  Hungary  on  the  other — was 
rather  a  Hungarian  than  an  Austrian  one. 
Having  wasted  their  blood  and  treasure  in 
the  enterprise,  they  had  not  only  a  right, 
but  also  the  duty,  to  see  that  the  stipula- 
tions accorded  to  the  people  of  Hungary 
by  that  House  were  performed.      On  the 
whole,  he  thought  that,  looking  to  the  per- 
fidious and  perjured  violation  by  Russia  of 
all  pre-existing  treaties,  Ministers  should 
now  be   prepared    with    something    more 
than   a   vague  and   general  assurance  of 
trust  to  justify  the  House  in  coming  to  an 
unanimous  vote  on  the  Address,  or  in  re- 
fusing to  qualify  it  with  the  expression  of 
their  hope  that  Her  Majesty  will  take  care, 
with    respect   to   all   subsisting  or  future 
treaties,   to  exact  some  real   security  for 
their  performance. 

Lord  D.  STUART  said,  as  his  noble 
Friend  the  Foreign  Secretary  had  assured 
him  that  he  was  prepared  to  lay  on  the  table 
of  the  House  a  considerable  number  of  the 


documents  mored  for,  if  the  Motion  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  selection  left  to  himself, 
he  should  be  rery  happy  to  accept  that  ar- 
rangement; but,  before  doing  so,  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  meant 
to  give  some  papers  on  each  of  the  different 
transactions  to  which  he  had  alluded,  whe- 
ther he  would  give  some  of  the  correspon- 
dence with  regard  to  the  Hungarian  war, 
some  with  regard  to  the  Moldavian  ques- 
tion, and  whether  he  would  give  the  pro- 
posal for  commercial  regulations  made  by 
the  Hungarian  Government.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  the  offer  was,  and  what 
he  had  to  expect,  before  he  agreed  to 
accept  it.  The  noble  Lord  bad  said  he 
did  not  expect  that  those  persons  who 
were  at  present  detained  in  Turkey  would 
be  deprived  of  their  liberty  for  any  lengtii 
of  time;  that  their  captivity,  for  it  was 
nothing  else,  would  at  least  be  short;  and 
he  had  also  expressed  his  persuasion  that 
the  generosity  of  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment would  be  such  as  to  take  eare  tfaat, 
during  the  time  they  were  kept  in  its  ter- 
ritory, they  should  receive  every  protec- 
tion and  every  comfort  they  conld  desire. 
He  hoped  so  too ;  but  he  was  not  quite  con- 
vinced that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Turkish  Government  to  provide  either  for 
their  comfort  or  their  protection  while  they 
were  in  Turkey.  It  was  known  that  the 
Austrian  Government  was  nnscrupulons  in 
the  means  to  which  it  resorted  to  obtain 
its  ends;  witness  GuUicia,  and  the  scenes 
which  had  occurred  in  Hungary,  at  the 
instigation  of  Austria,  of  which  he  had 
read  a  description  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening.  In  Austria  such  a  thing  had 
happened  before  now,  as  that  persons  dis- 
agreeable to  the  Government  had  been 
put  out  of  the  way  bv  assassination.  He 
had  information  to  the  effect  that  some- 
thing of  the  kind  had  been  attempted — 
at  any  rate,  had  been  planned — ^with  regard 
to  Kossuth,  and  other  eminent  Hungarians 
now  detained  in  Turkey.  Some  months 
ago — he  had  this  from  a  person  who  was 
then  present  with  Kossuth  at  Widdin — a 
stranger  arrived  there,  and  took  great  pains 
to  come  into  communication  with  the  cook 
who  dressed  the  food  supplied  to  Kossuth, 
and  with  the  physician  who  rendered  him 
medical  assistance.  And  shortly  after  \t 
was  found  that  some  of  the  liquor  which 
came  to  the  table  had  been  practised  on, 
and  had  had  something  infused  into  it 
which  gave  great  suspicion  that  poison  was 
intended.  Later  still,  in  the  course  of  De- 
cember, a  number  of  persons  were  reported 
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to  have  aniTed  at  Shrnnla,  where  Kossuth  { 
and  his  brave  companions  then  were;  these 
persoDB  were  AuaUians,  or  at  least  furnish- 
ed with  Austrian  passports,  and  the  Turk- 
ish authorities  gave  notice  to  Kossuth  that 
thej  bad  reason  to  believe  these  persons 
had  come  to  Shumla  with  a  design  upon 
his  life  and  that  of  some  of  his  companions. 
Having  given  this  notice  (this  he  knew 
from  Kossuth  himself),  the  Turkish  au- 
thorities added  that  tliej  were  unable  to 
interfere  with  those  persons  whose  mur- 
derous intentions  they  suspected,  on  account 
of  their  being  furnished  with  Austrian  pass- 
ports. If  this  was  the  protection  and  coni- 
fbri  which  these  unfortunate,  but  noble  and 
brave,  patriots  were  to  enjoy  during  their 
captivi^.  or  during  that  species  of  surveil- 
laoee  which  it  pleased  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria to  subject  them  to,  there  was  no  reason 
to  be  by  any  means  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
rangement that  had  been  made.  And 
he  thought  that  the  Sultan,  if  any  such 
proceedings  could  be  brought  home  to  the 
Austrian  Government,  would  be  perfectly 
justified  in  departing  from  any  engagement 
to  which  he  had  come  with  reference  to 
tfaoae  refugees,  and  immediately  setting 
them  at  liberty.  Nay,  more,  if  ho  could 
not  protect  them  in  his  dominions,  he  was 
bound*  doubly  bound,  to  set  them  at  liberty. 
He  truated  the  noble  Lord  would  direct  his 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  would  use  his 
influence  with  Turkey,  in  order  that  Turkey 
might  see  that  these  men,  who  were  im- 
prisoned under  the  requirements  of  a  treaty, 
which  treaty  however,  was  not  so  positive 
that  it  might  not  be  read  two  ways,  might  not 
be  assaasmated  in  her  dominions.  It  was 
very  true  that  they  had  no  right  to  press  on 
Turkey  a  particular  line  of  policy,  however 
desirouB  they  might  be  te  do  so  in  the  pre- 
sent case;  but  they  had  a  right,  at  the 
same  time,  to  see  that  Turkey  was  not 
eonpelled  by  any  other  Power  to  adopt  a 
Kne  of  conduct  which  would  be  pleasing  to 
thnt  Power.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  exerted  that  right  most 
eBeientlj.  But  his  noble  Friend  might  be 
sne  that,  although  they  had  no  right  to 
Aetale  to  Turkey,  there  was  a  thorough 
pennaaioa  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
tUa  coontry,  that  such  was  the  influence 
ef  England  with  Turkey,  they  never  would 
believe  that  Turkey  would  adopt  any  line 
ef  policy  which  would  be  disagreeable  to 
tUa  eeuntiy.  And  if  they  saw  the  T urk ish 
Qenernment  disposed  to  falter  in  the  cause 
h  which  they  had  so  nobly  embarked,  they 
not  be  brought  to  believe  but  that 


it  was  owing  to  her  not  being  properly  sus- 
tained by  the  legitimate  influence  of  Eng- 
land, lie  should  be  glad  if  his  noble  Friend 
laid  before  them  such  papers  as  might  bo 
satisfactory. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  said,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  noble  Lord's  first  ad- 
dress which  called  for  anv  serious  observa- 
tion.  Any  person  acquainted  with  the 
historv  of  Ilunc^arv  must  be  aware  of  tho 
extraordinary  errors  into  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  fallen;  and  the  condition  of  tho 
House — the  empty  benches,  and  the  frigid 
manner  in  which  page  after  page  of  the  ob- 
servations he  had  read  to  the  House  from 
a  bulky  manuscript  were  received  by  tho 
few  who  remained  to  hear  him — demonstra- 
ted the  little  interest  which  was  felt  in  the 
subject;  but,  for  the  honour  of  the  House 
and  the  country,  he  (Lord  C.  Hamilton) 
hoped  he  would  be  supported  in  calling 
upon  the  noble  Lord,  if  he  believed  in  the 
truth  of  the  insinuations  which  he  had 
thrown  out  against  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment, of  entertaining  the  base  and  inhuman 
design  of  assassination,  to  come  forward 
like  a  man,  and  make  the  charge  distinctly 
and  without  circumlocution.  An  accusa- 
tion of  such  extreme  gravity  ought  not  to 
be  introduced  into  a  sort  of  reply  made  on 
withdrawing  a  Motion.  The  noble  Lord 
had  employed  the  usual  phrases  of  an  old 
woman's  talc,  **  it  was  strongly  reported,** 
and  *'  it  was  seriously  believed,**  that  some- 
body came  to  the  place  where  Kossuth  was 
residing,  and  had  a  mysterious  interview 
with  his  cook,  and,  because  the  wine  after- 
wards was  supposed  to  present  an  unusual 
appearance,  it  was  assumed  that  it  had 
been  tampered  with.  It  was  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  House  that  such  a 
gross  charge  should  have  been  insinuated 
by  one  of  its  Members  against  an  old  ally 
of  this  country,  and  one  which  in  past  days 
had  stood  by  us  bravely  and  faithfully. 
What !  impute  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
the  intention  of  carrying  off  by  poison  un- 
fortunate men  whom  circumstances  bad 
compelled  to  take  refuge  in  Turkey !  The 
House  must,  he  was  sure^  have  listened 
with  indignation  to  the  base  calumny  di- 
rected against  a  Government  which,  with 
all  its  faults — and  he  was  not  there  to  ap- 
prove of  all  the  proceedings  of  Austria — 
had  always  acted  in  an  upright  and  open 
manner,  and  had  often  been  to  this  country 
a  useful  and  faithful  ally.  He  would  stake 
his  existence  as  to  tho  groundlessness  of 
the  charge,  which  could  only  have  entered 
into  the  mind  of  a  man  who,  like  the  noble 
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Lord,  was  ready  to  swallow  anything 
against  Austria.  Of  course  the  nohle  Lord 
was  not  the  originator  of  the  atrocious  ca- 
lumny ;  he  was  merely  put  forward  hy 
others  to  utter  it;  hut  the  nohle  Lord  hav- 
ing insinuated  it  in  an  assembly  of  Gentle- 
men, in  a  hesitating  manner,  whilst  with- 
drawing a  Motion,  he  (Lord  C.  Hamilton) 
felt  that  it  would  not  have  redounded  to 
the  credit  of  the  House  if  some  one  had 
not  stood  up  and  called  upon  the  nohle 
Lord  either  to  make  the  accusation  openly 
and  explicitly,  or  to  withdraw  it  wholly. 
To  show  the  state  of  misty  ignorance  in 
which  the  nohle  Lord  had  existed  with  re- 
spect to  the  Hungarian  question,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  remind  the  House  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  spoken  of  Hungary  as 
having  been  always  an  independent  nation, 
and  in  possession  of  a  free  constitution.  The 
noble  Lord  had  evidently  never  heard 
that  between  the  first  and  the  second 
battle  of  Mohatz,  a  period  of  more  than 
a  century  and  a  half,  Hungary  was  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  Porte —  that  a 
Turkish  bashaw  dictated  laws  to  her  from 
Buda— and  that  the  House  of  Hapsburgh 
drove  back  the  Turk,  and  restored  her 
constitution  to  Hungary.  With  respect  to 
the  murders  committed  on  Count  Latour 
at  Vienna,  and  on  Count  Lembergat  Pesth, 
which  the  noble  Lord  represented  to  be 
the  unpremeditated  acts  of  a  mob,  it  was 
well  known  that  they  were  planned  and 
determined  on  beforehand. 

Mr.  COCKBURN  said,  he  hoped  his 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Marylebone 
would  not  press  his  Motion,  but  would  rest 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  he  would  produce  such  papers 
as  would  throw  sufficient  light  on  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  these  matters.  Otherwise 
it  would  seem  to  him  that  his  noble 
Friend  would  imply  a  doubt  of  the  per- 
fect propriety  of  the  course  of  conduct 
adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
He  thought  the  explanations  given  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  on  the  present  occasion,  and  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  ho  made  a  speech 
that  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country,  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  by  the  noble  Lord,  towards  Aus- 
tria and  Russia,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, was  such  as  became  the  honour, 
the  dignity,  and  the  interests  of  this  coun- 


try; and,  therefore,  he  thought  his  noble 
Friend  ought  to  be  satisfi^  with  such 
papers  as  might  be  produced  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
He  should  not  have  trespassed  on  the 
House  on  the  present  occasion  were  it  not 
for  the  extraordinary  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  the  Member  for  Tyrone. 
He  could  quite  well  understand  that  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  might  exist  as  to  the 
right  and  justice  of  the  struggle  in  which 
Hungary  had  been  engaged  with  Austria. 
But  whUst  he  allowed  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist  on  that  point  between 
hon.  Members  of  that  House,  he  did  not 
mean  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  did  not  himself 
consider  that  the  cause  for  which  Hungary 
had  been  engaged  in  that  ^ghtful  struggle 
with  Austria,  was  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  righteous  in  which  any  conntry  conld 
be  involved.  He  believed  it  to  have  been 
a  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  an  an- 
cient constitution  and  established  laws, 
and  that  it  was  improperly  and  unjustly 
designated  as  a  rebellion  against  a  liawfcd 
sovereign.  He  was  not,  however,  about 
to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  that  matter 
now.  But  when,  after  what  had  taken 
place — after  Austria  had,  by  the  aid  of 
foreign  bayonets  and  barbarian  hordes — 
succeeded  in  putting  down  the  Hungarian 
cause — when  they  recollected  what  had 
since  passed  —  the  frightful  executions 
and  the  bloody  murders  which  ensued 
— he  was  surprised  to  hear  an  English 
nobleman,  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  a  bet- 
ter cause,  but  discreditable  when  em- 
ployed in  such  a  cause  as  that  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  just  pleaded,  enter  upon 
the  defence  of  Austria,  after  the  conduct 
of  which  she  had  been  guilty  before  the 
world.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  list,  ex- 
tracted from  official  documents,  pub- 
lished by  the  Austrian  authorities,  of 
the  number  of  executions  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  struggle;  and  he  bad 
no  hesitation  in  calling  it  one  of  the  foulest 
and  bloodiest  death-rolls  his  eye  had  ever 
fallen  on.  After  Hungary  had  fallen 
—  not  by  the  power  of  Austria — ^but 
by  the  intervention  of  Russia,  by  fo- 
reign invasion  and  domestic  treason — 
when  Austria  had  succeeded  by  these 
means,  and  when,  if  at  all  times  the 
victorious  party  should  show  forbearance, 
there  never  was  a  time  when  forgiveness 
and  forbearance  were  more  appropriate 
and  necessary,  Austria  entered  upon  those 
bloody  and  atrocious  executions  which 
were  a  disgrace  to  humanity,  at  least  in 
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modem  times.  He  confessed  he  felt  the 
greatest  surprise  at  hearing  any  person 
defending  and  advocating  Austria  in  those 
abominable  proceedings.  He  would  read 
a  list  of  those  executions,  and  punish- 
ments which  had  been  inflicted,  and  the 
House  would,  he  was  sure,  feel  horror- 
Btruck  at  the  noble  and  illustrious  blood 
Bhed  on  this  occasion;  and  it  should  be 
observed,  that  the  number  of  persons  of 
inferior  rank  executed  or  imprisoned  was 
infinitely  greater. 

Firstly,  as  to  the  Church : 

Mr.  Razga,  Lutheran  clergyman  at  Presbnrg, 
banged  in  June. 

l£r.  Mesiares,  Catholic  priest,  shot  at  Raab, 
«iidof  Jane. 

Mr.  Gonozewskj,  Catholic  priest,  shot  at  Pesth, 
in  October. 

Mr.  Rudnjanszky,  Catholic  bishop  of  Neusol, 
flmtenoed  to  five  years'  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Bartakovics,  Catholic  bishop  of  Rosenau  ; 
Mr.  Lonovics,  archbishop  of  Erlau ;  Mr.  Baron 
Bemer,  Bishop  of  Grosswardciu ;  Mr.  Jaros, 
Great  Prior  of  Gran ;  Mr.  Levay,  Great  Prior 
of  Erlau  ;  Mr.  Pupovics,  Greek  bishop  of  Mun- 
kao^^In  prison  under  trial  for  high  treason ;  they 
are  to  be  tried  by  court-martial. 

Mr.  Haubner,  Lutheran  bishop,  dead  in  prison. 

Ifr.  Michael  Toth,  Calvinist  clergyman  at  De- 
breeiin  (the  most  eloquent  preacher),  sentenced 
to  eighteen  years'  imprisonment  in  heavy  irons. 

Besides  these,  Mr  Ilorwath,  Catholic  bishop  of 
Ceanad;  Mr.  Jekelfalussc,  Catholic  bishop  of 
Zipsen;  Baron  Mednyansky,  Catholic  canon,  were 
Refugees ;  and  Mr.  Packh,  Lutheran  bishop, 
was  hidden  in  the  mountains,  with  a  reward 
eflSsred  for  his  head. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  Officers  of  State : 

Count  Louis  Batthyani,  Prime  Minister,  tried 
hf  eoort-martial  and  shot  at  Pesth ;  his  estates 
being  oonfiscated. 

Btfon  Perenyi  (upwards  of  70  years  of  age), 
Fteoident  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  hanged  at  Pesth  ;  estates  confis- 


Baron  Jeszenak,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the 
eoonty  of  Neutra,  hanged ;  estates  confiscated. 

Mr.  Csany,  Minister  under  Kossuth,  hanged ; 
estates  oonfiscated. 

Mr.  Petdcz,  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Pres- 
IwnL  shot  at  Presburg. 

jiur.  Szacsvay^  Secretary  of  the  Diet,  and  Mr. 
Otanras,  Counsellor  of  the  Treasury,  hanged 
aft  Pesth. 

Mr.  Novak,  Secretary  in  the  Home  OfSce,  shot 
atPiath. 

Gonnt  Leopold  Nasady,  Privy  Councillor,  Lord 
lievtenant  of  the  county  of  Comeron,  imprisoned 
fiir  firar  years,  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  14,0002. 

Count  Stephan  Karolyi,  imprisoned  for  four 
years,  fined  14,000/.,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
wmnij  of  Pesth. 

Ooont  Raday,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
IfMrndy  imprisoned  for  two  years. 

Gonnt  George  Karolyi,  fined  10,0002.  for  hav- 
ing diown  great  joy  at  the  arrival  of  the  IIus- 
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the  first  of  the  Commoners  of  Hungary,  fined 
2,0002. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  Army : 

General  Kiss,  Dessofity,  Schweidel,  Torok,  were 
shot  at  Arad.  Generals  Lazar,  Knezich,  Count 
Leiningen,  Count  Vecsey,  Nagy  Sandor,  Aulich, 
Laner,  Poltenger,  Damianich,  were  hanged  at 
Arad.  Colonel  Kazinczy,  shot  at  Arad.  Colonel 
Prince  Woroniecky,  Colonel  Ormay,  were  hanged 
at  Pesth.  Colonel  Soil,  shot  at  Pesth.  Colonel 
Baron  Mednyansky,  Colonel  Gruber,  Major  Aban- 
court,  and  Major  Giron,  were  hanged  at  Presburg. 
Major  Fekete,  hanged  at  Pesth.  Major  Murmann, 
shot  at  Temesvar.  Major  Lepier,  shot  at  Pane* 
sova.  General  Moga,  General  Count  L4z&r,  Ge- 
neral Caspar,  imprisoned  from  five  to  eight 
years.  Lieutenant  Field  Marshal  Hrabowsky 
now  under  trial. 

Besides  these,  some  50  colonels  were  sen- 
tenced to  18  years'  imprisonment  in  heavy 
irons ;  about  30  lieutenant-colonels  and  ma- 
jors, to  16  years  in  heavy  irons.  All  the 
officers  of  the  Hungarian  army  who  had  not 
served  before  in  the  Austrian  army  were  sent 
to  the  army  as  private  soldiers,  who  can  be  fiog- 
ged  by  the  simple  order  of  their  officer.  This  is 
the  case  with  Count  Stephan  Esterhazy,  Baron 
FredericPodmanicszzky,  Count  Gustav  Batthyani, 
the  son  of  the  Count  well  known  in  England  ;  of 
Baron  Liptay,  of  Mr.  Paul  Csuzy,  and  a  hundred 
others. 

So  much  for  the  men  :  in  addition  to 
these  individuals  two  women  of  rank, 
the  daughter  of  Bishop  Haubner,  of 
Raab,  and  Mrs.  Maderspach,  at  Rusk- 
berg,  were  sentenced  to  be  flogged;  and 
not  only  was  sentence  passed,  but  it  was 
actually  carried  into  execution.  And  in 
the  face  of  all  this,  were  they  to  hear  it 
said  that  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Marylebone  was  to  blame  when  he  asked 
for  some  security  that  protection  would  be 
given  to  the  unfortunate  refugees  that  their 
lives  should  not  be  practised  upon,  if  not 
by  the  Austrian  Government,  and  at  their 
instigation,  at  least  by  Austrian  subjects, 
who  perhaps  knew  by  what  means  they 
could  best  obtain  the  favour  of  their  Go- 
vernment* His  noble  Friend  had  merely 
stated  a  fact,  namely,  that  the  Turkish 
Government  had  given  notice  to  Kos- 
suth that  persons  armed  with  Austrian 
passports,  and  whom  the  Turkish  Go- 
vernment was  therefore  impotent  to  re- 
move, had  come  to  Turkey  for  the  purpose 
of  practising  on  Kossuth's  life.  That 
view  was  corroborated  by  the  fact  that  an 
attempt  of  that  nature  had  been  subse- 
quently made;  and  the  noble  Lord  was 
perfectly  justified  in  stating  the  matter 
to  the  House,  and  in  asking  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
for  an  assurance  that  this  country  would, 
at  all  events,  take  all  the  precautions  in 
its  power  to  protect  these  unfortunate  refu- 
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gees  against  being  exposed  to  the  attempts 
of  persons  who,  if  not  actually  employed 
by  the  Government  and  Ministry  of  Aus- 
tria or  Russia,  well  knew  how  they  could 
best  conciliate  those  Governments.  Being 
in  possession  itself  of  the  greatest  of  all 
blessings,  constitutional  freedom,  this 
country  must  necessarily  feel  a  deep  sym- 
pathy for  those  who  were  struggling  for 
constitutional  liberty.  But  whilst  this 
country  was  prepared  to  give  a  moral  sup- 
port to  those  who  were  engaged  in  such  a 
noble  and  holy  struggle,  he  admitted  that 
it  formed  no  part  of  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try to  engage  in  war,  or  to  interfere  by 
force  of  arms  in  their  behalf.  It  would, 
however,  oflPer  them  the  shield  and  pro- 
tection of  public  opinion  in  England 
whilst  engaged  in  a  contest  for  those 
liberties  which,  happily  for  the  English 
people,  their  forefathers  had  gained,  and 
which  ho  trusted  their  descendants  would 
never  cease  to  love  and  uphold. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  that  he  had  in- 
dulged  the  hope  that  this  unnecessary  de- 
bate would  before  this  time  have  arrived  at 
its  natural  conclusion;  but  the  observations 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
just  made,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  say  one  word  in  vindication  of  the 
course — the  proper  course,  as  he  thought 
— which  had  been  taken  by  the  noble 
Lord  near  him  (the  Member  for  Tyrone). 
He  congratulated  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  upon  the  friendship  and  sym- 
pathy which  he  and  his  friends  felt  for  a 
President  of  a  House  of  Lords,  and  espe- 
cially for  bishops.  Such  indications  of 
right  feeling  in  such  a  quarter  must  be 
very  satisfactory  to  the  Conservative  party. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  read 
to  the  House  a  list  of  some  victims  of  the 
unhappy  and  unfortunate  civil  war  which 
had  taken  place  in  Hungary.  They  must 
all  deeply  deplore  such  events,  but  they 
could  form  no  opinion  from  such  circum- 
stances whether  the  course  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  advocated  was  a 
just  one»  The  catastrophe  did  not  in  any 
way  prove  whether  the  persons  who  were 
Yictinis  were  criminals  or  heroes.  He 
might  open  the  History  of  England  in 
many  places,  and  might  read  a  list  of 
confiscations  and  executions  which  took 
place»  even  when  the  present  illustrious 
family — to  whom  they  wero  all  so  much 
indebted  for  their  liberties  and  progress 
«—  were  upon  the  Throne.  He  might 
rofer  to  the  confiscation  and  execution 
of  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  to  the  exe- 


cution of  the  accomplished  and  gallant 
Balmarino ;  and  be  might  say,  what  do 
you  think  of  a  cause  which  has  recourse 
to  such  remedies,  and  which  can  onlj  sub- 
stantiate its  position  by  countenancing  such 
atrocities  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, therefore,  in  giving  the  House  the 
list— -^ven  if  it  be  authentic— of  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  late  civil  war  between  Hun- 
gary and  Austria,  proved  nothing  what- 
ever. Indeed,  he  needed  not  to  go  hack 
to  1745,  he  might  refer  to  the  echo  of 
that  debate  which  was  still  lingering  in 
the  House — ^he  might  refer  to  the  speech 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Inver- 
ness-shire yesterday — he  might  refer  to 
courts-martial,  to  executions  by  mistake, 
hurried  on  with  such  a  want  of  common 
investigation,  that  it  was  acknowledged  by 
the  judges,  not  even  legally  appointed, 
that  the  victims  were  not  the  criminals  in 
many  instances;  and  he  might  ask,  what 
do  you  think  of  a  Government  which  could 
sanction  such  proceedings,  and  what  can 
you  think  of  a  state  of  society  which 
can  tolerate,  for  a  moment,  their  occur- 
rence ?  He  might  re  fer  to  what  had  re- 
cently taken  place  in  those  Greek  islands 
which  were  under  our  patronage  and  pro- 
tection— to  the  wholesale  executions  per- 
petrated in  those  dependencies;  and  he 
might  ask,  what  do  you  think  of  ihe 
conduct  of  England,  and  what  do  you 
think  of  the  manner  in  which  a  country 
placed  under  the  protection  of  a  great 
and  enlightened  Power  is  treated  f  And 
yet  he  might — for  he  was  not  giving  any 
opinion  upon  those  circumstances,  which 
would  probably  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  in  a  few  days — form 
a  very  wrong  judgment,  and  draw  a  yery 
erroneous  inference  from  them.  He  thought 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tyrone 
was  perfectly  justified  in  expressing  his  in- 
dignation at  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Marylebone;  and  he  (Mr. 
Disraeli)  thought  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  a  conviction  that  the  statement  which 
he  had  made  with  respect  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Austria  was  one  founded  upon 
facts,  it  ought  to  have  taken  a  much  more 
prominent  part  in  this  debate,  rather  than 
in  an  epilogue  which  was  brought  forward 
when  the  noble  Lord  found  that  the  steam 
had  not  been  got  up  as  expected.  When  he 
found  that  none  of  his  anticipations  wero 
realised  as  to  the  effects  of  his  Motion,  he 
had  recourse  to  an  insinuation  of  assassina- 
tion against  one  of  the  allies  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, and«  in  so  doing,  made  use  of  ex- 
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pressions   the   most  unwarrantable  which 
had  probably  ever  been  delivered  in  that 
House.     If  the  noble   Lord  had  a  sin- 
cere conTiction  that  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
allies   was  at  this  moment  planning  the 
assassination  and  the  poisoning  of  indi- 
viduals placed  to  a  certain  degree  under 
the  protection  of  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land, the  statement  was  one  which  ought 
to  have  been  made  in  the  opening  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  (Mr.  Disraeli)  could 
perfectly  understand  and  entirely  sympa- 
thise with   the  feeling  of  indignation  so 
properly  expressed  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Tyrone.     As  he  was  on  his 
legs  he  would  make  one  observation  upon 
the    general    subject  before  the    House. 
Nothing  gratified   him  more  than  to  ob- 
serve Uie  general  feeling  in  that  House 
in  favour  of  the  independence  and  integ- 
rity of  the  Turkish  empire.  He  had  always 
believed  that  to  maintain  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  that  empire  was  essential 
to  the  peace  and  permanent  prosperity  of 
the  civilised  world.     He  had  often  endea- 
voured to  express  that   opinion,  and  had 
found  himself  sometimes  in  a  minority  in 
the  House  upon  the  subject.   But  what  was 
the    independence    and    integrity   of  the 
Turkish  empire  ?     Why  was  the  Turkish 
empire  at  this  moment,  he  would  not  say 
a  falling,  but,  at  any  rate,  a  feeble  Power  ? 
It  was  the  crusade  of  the  Liberal  party — 
which,  in  total  ignorance  of  the  political 
and  social  condition  of  that   country,  in 
total   ignorance  of   its  resources,   of  the 
nature  of  its  laws,  the  character  of  its  in- 
Btitutions,  the  genius  of  its  people,  and  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  its  existence  to 
the  cause  of  good  government  and  of  real 
liberty,  five  and   twenty  years  ago  com- 
menced a  crusade  which  only  latterly  has 
been  recognised  by  them  as  a  fatal  error — 
a  crusade  which  excited  the  passions  of  all 
Europe  against  a  generous  and  interesting 
people,  and  against  a  country  the  political 
independence  of  which  was  so  important 
both  to  the  interests  of  England  and  Europe 
generally.     The  passions  of  the  people  of 
C/hristendom  were  lashed  up  by  the  Li- 
beral party  till  their  policy  ended  in  the 
eatastrophe  of  Navarino  and  in  bringing 
the  Russians  to  Adrianoplc;  and  those  who 
bad  done  all  the  mischief  now  came  for- 
ward to  make  Motions  upon  which  no  divi- 
sion could  take  place,  and  to  express  the 
sympathy  of  England  with   the    country, 
which  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  the 
English,  fostered  and  stimulated  by  them- 
■dveSy   had    endangered.     The    state   of 

VOL.  CVIII.      [TfflRD  SERIES.] 


Turkey — ^he  would  not  say  the  fallen  state 
of  Turkey,  because   he  believed  the    re- 
sources of  that  country  were  very  consi- 
derable, and,  generally  speaking,  under  the 
government  which  it  had  experienced  of 
late  years,  had  been  considerably  develop- 
ed; but  the  critical  state  of  Turkey,  at 
least,  was  now  the  cause  of  indignation  to 
the  Liberal  party  of  England — the  party 
now  represented  by  the   noble  Lord   the 
Member  for  Marylebone — who  came  for- 
ward upon  all  occasions  to  denounce  the 
usurpations,  or   to   enlighten    the  House 
upon  the  subject  of  Russian  aggression — 
the  very  party  who  for  years  played  into 
the  hands  of  that  Power,  however  uncon- 
sciously— if  it  were  so — and  which  created 
in  this  country  a  most  inveterate  prejudice 
against  the  charaqter  and  conduct  of  the 
Turkish  Government.     He  was  very  glad 
that  they  had  arrived  at  the  present  result, 
and  that,  at  last,  the  noble  Lord  and  his 
friends  had  had  their  eyes  opened  to  those 
errors  which   they  had  so  long  pursued. 
He  considered  that   the  barren  Motions 
brought     forward,    generally    in     scanty 
Houses,  upon  this  subject,  were  really  a 
series  of  recantations  by  the  Liberal  party 
of  their  diplomatic  ignorance.     He  congra- 
tulated the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  upon  an  hon.  and  learned 
Member,    who   had    previously   signalised 
himself  by  moving  his  impeachment,  doing 
justice   to-night  to   what    he   styled   the 
admirable  readiness  with  which  the  noble 
Lord  the  Foreign  Secretary  came  forward 
to  vindicate  the  interests  of  the  Turkish 
empire.      He   (Mr.    Disraeli)   never    had 
considered   that  noble   Lord,  on  the  one 
hand,    as  a  traitor,   nor  had  he,  on  the 
other,    given    him    credit   for    that    con- 
summate  policy   which   some   of  his  ad- 
mirers,   who    had    previously   denounced 
him,    were    now    ready    to    attribute   to 
him.     He  had  always  thought  that,  gene- 
rally   speaking,    the    noble   Lord    would 
have  managed  affairs  pretty  well,  had  it 
not  been  for  the   Liberal   party  in    the 
House,  who,  upon  all  occasions,  in  their 
ignorance  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
spoke,    adopted    extreme    opinions,    and 
who,   first    of  all,  hallooed   this   country 
on  against  the  Turkish  empire,  and,  when 
they  had  done  incalculable  mischief,  sud- 
denly found  out  that  the  existence  of  that 
State  was    essential   to  the    interests  of 
England.      The  policy  adopted   by  that 
party  with  respect  to  foreign  affairs,  re- 
sembled their  policy  on  domestic  topics, 
happily  described  by  their  Friend  the  First 
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Minister  as  the  policy  of  contracted  minds. 
They  had  imperfect  knowledge,  but,  un- 
fortunately, they  possessed  with  it  some 
power,  which  they  used  for  dangerous 
purposes;  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years, 
they  had  taken  every  opportunity  of  com- 
ing forward  to  uphold  the  interests  and 
to  vindicate  the  cause  of  Turkey,  the 
critical  state  of  which  Power  was  en- 
tirely attributable  to  the  excited  passions 
of  Europe,  which  they  had  roused  against 
that  State,  in  ignorance  how  iipportant 
was  the  existence  of  Turkey  to  this  coun- 
try and  to  Europe  in  general. 

Sir  De  L.  EVANS  was  confident  that 
the  emancipation  of  the  Greek  people  was 
an  event  which  neither  the  majority  of 
that  House,  nor  the  majority  of  the  nation, 
would  look  back  to  with  regret.  His  noble 
Friend  the  Member  for  Marylebone  had 
been  accused  of  historical  ignorance  ;  but 
when  the  assertion  of  his  noble  Friend, 
that  Hungary  had  an  ancient  constitution, 
was  contradicted,  he  ventured  to  say,  with- 
out making  any  pretensions  to  historical 
knowledge,  that  the  assertion  implied  no 
ignorance  whatsoever.  The  constitution 
of  Hungary  was  an  old  one.  [Lord  C. 
Hamilton  :  I  never  said  the  contrary.  ] 
That  was  one  of  the  points  on  which  igno- 
rance was  imputed.  The  noble  Lord  al- 
luded also  to  the  misfortunes  of  the  Hun- 
garians in  the  wars  with  Turkey.  But  he 
forgot  that  the  Hungarians  conferred  bene- 
fits on  Austria  similar  to  those  which  he 
said  Austria  had  conferred  on  Hungary. 
He  forgot  to  tell  the  House  that  John  So- 
bieski  was  the  man  who  relieved  Vienna, 
and  saved  Austria.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not, 
that  Hungary  had  possessed  one  of  the 
most  ancient  constitutions  in  Europe  ? 
[Lord  C.  Hamilton:  Certainly.]  With 
reference  to  the  execution  of  Hungarians 
by  the  Austrian  Government,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  spoke  of  the 
uncertainty  of  information  on  such  mat- 
ters, and  thence  concluded  that  they  ought 
not  to  indulge  in  strictures  on  the  Aus- 
trian Government.  He  alluded  to  what 
had  occurred  in  Ceylon  and  the  Ionian  Is- 
lands ;  but  if  severities  had  been  inflicted 
in  these  two  dependencies  of  this  country, 
was  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  they 
would  be  vindicated  by  a  majority  of  that 
House  ?  That  one  of  the  most  bloody  and 
horrible  lists  of  punishments  ever  put  on 
record,  should  be  treated  so  lightly  as  it 
had  been  attempted  to  be  treated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  was  a  matter  of  extreme 
astonishment.    The  Government  of  Austria 


stood  distingaisbed  from  the  oiherB  as 
being  the  only  Gk)yemment  in  Europe 
which  had  bombarded  every  great  city  in 
its  dominions.  He  was  glad  to  find  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  bad  not  ottered  a  single 
word  in  disapproTal  of  the  condnet  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ghovemment  on  the  subject  of 
debate;  and  he  hoped  it  would  go  forth  to 
the  country  and  to  Europe  that  this  House 
unanimously  approved  of  the  judicious  and 
discreet  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  pursued. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  had  never  said 
the  Hungarian  constitution  was  not  an  old 
one.  It  took  date  seven  years  after  Magna 
Charta  was  granted,  namely,  in  the  year 
1222.  He  heard  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Marylebone  say  the  Hungatians 
were  always  independent,  and  always  en- 
joyed that  constitution.  The  ignoranee 
charged  against  the  noble  Lord  was,  that 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  at  the 
first  battle  of  Mohatz  the  Turks  appended 
Hungary  to  their  empire  ;  that  for  a  een- 
tury  and  a  half  a  Turkish  Pasha  dictated 
laws  from  Buda;  and  that  the  ancient  con- 
stitution was  restored  to  Hungary  by  the 
House  of  Hapsburgh. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  observed,  that  what- 
ever support  the  Hungarians  might  have 
given  to  the  House  of  Hapsburgh*  John 
Sobieski,  at  least,  was  not  a  Hungarian — 
he  was  a  Pole.  He  rose  merely  to  make 
the  remark,  lest  it  should  go  forth  that 
these  statements  of  the  hon.  and  gaUant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Westminster 
had,  by  passing  uncontradicted,  received  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  House  of  Conunons. 

Sir  De  L.  EVANS  had  said  nothmg 
with  respect  to  the  nativity  of  John  So- 
bieski, but  he  believed  that  Hungarian 
troops  were  chiefly  instrumental  on  that 
occasion  in  rescuing  Vienna. 

Mr.  M.  MILNE  S  said,  the  hon.  and 
eloquent  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Buck- 
inghamshire had  been  compelled,  with  all 
his  ingenuity,  to  adopt  a  line  of  argument 
quite  unworthy  of  his  intellect,  namely, 
vindicating  certain  atrocities  by  citing 
others  equally  wicked.  He  was  surprised 
that  that  Gentleman  should  have  recalled 
to  them  the  past  events  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  century,  when,  after  the 
rebellion  of  1745,  even  with  an  adverse 
Sovereign  on  the  Throne,  he  believed  not 
more  than  twenty-five  noblemen  suffered 
execution.  That  took  place  100  years  ago, 
and  he  would  then  ask,  were  the  Anstrians 
determined  to  recede  one  hundred  years 
the  world's    history?      He    regretted 
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there  oould  be  found  in  that  assemblage  a  ; 
Bittgle  Gentleman  prepared  not  to  vindicate  \ 
but  to  palliate  such  atrocities.  In  France,  \ 
when  tne  question  was  discussed  before  the 
Chambers,  where  the  majority  was  de- 
cidedly conseryative,  not  a  single  voice 
was  raised  to  yindicate  these  atrocities. 
But  he  would  not  say  a  word  about  the 
executions  that  had  taken  place — he  would 
Bot  regret  them  in  accents  of  pity;  be- 
cause he  believed  it  vain  and  futile,  not 
alone  in  Austria,  but  in  any  other  country, 
to  seek  to  quench  a  noble  cause  in  the 
blood  of  its  advocates.  However,  he  would 
wish  to  close  that  debate  by  referring  to  a 
matter  that  had  not  been,  as  yet,  alluded 
to.  He  would  say  a  word  as  to  the  fatal 
imprudence  of  such  violence  as  regarded 
the  Austrian  empire.  Austria  had  achieved 
ail  she  could  desire,  not  by  her  own  armies; 
but  was  the  state  of  Hungary  one  that 
oould  be  looked  on  with  satisfaction,  as 
tending  to  secure  the  peace  or  tranquillity 
of  Austria  or  of  Europe  ?  He  trusted  his 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Marylebone 
would  not  press  for  a  division,  because  he 
believed  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
the  Foreign  Department  would  judiciously 
select  such  documents  as  would  bear  most 
strongly  on  the  case  ;  and  he  believed  he 
would  do  so,  not  from  a  desire  solely  to 
gra^fy  the  House,  but  because  he  would 
find  in  these  documents  a  powerful  vindica- 
tion of  his  own  policy,  as  well  as  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  course  which  this  cocntry 
had  pursued. 

Mr.  GRATTAN  rose  to  adduce  another 
instance  of  punishment  inflicted  under  the 
authority  of  the  Austrian  Government,  in 
order  to  allow  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Tyrone  another  opportunity  of  display- 
ing his  generous  humanity  and  fine  national 
feeling.  The  case  was  described  in  a  paper 
which  was  from  authority — not  from  a  bi- 
shop or  a  president,  but — a  lady.  [A  cry 
af  •*  Question !  *']  Question !  It  was  the 
question.  He  should  like  to  see  the  Mem- 
ber who  called  **  Question!"  The  docu- 
ment was  what  he  had  a  right  to  read. 
It  was  a  letter  from  an  Hungarian  Coun- 
iessy  and  said — 

"  In  our  immediate  neighbourhood  ftn  army  of 
Hangarians,  amounting  to  10,000  men,  with  40 
eannons,  surrendered  at  discretion.  Two  days 
afterwards,  some  Imperial  troops,  a  detachment 
ef  Liechtenstein's  Light  Horse,  commanded  by  a 
captain,  a  native  of  this  town,  entered  Ruskley. 
I  was  torn  from  the  arms  of  my  husband  and 
ebildren,  from  the  hallowed  sanctuary  of  home, 
and  hurried  before  no  judge — but  I,  a  woman,  a 
wife,  a  mother,  in  my  own  native  town,  before  the 
psSflCy  who  were  accustomed  to  treat  me  with 


respect,  was  dragged  into  a  square  of  soldiers,  and 
there  I  was  scourged  with  rods." 

Was  there  any  one  in  that  House  who 
could  listen  to  the  narrative  of  such  an 
outrage  without  indignation  ?  Had  the 
noble  Lord  common  feelings  of  humanity, 
that  he  could  rise  in  that  House  and  dese- 
crate its  sanctuary  by  parasitical  adulation 
of  women-floggers  ?     She  proceeded — 

'*  I  can  write  this  without  dropping  my  head  for 
shame.  But  my  husband  killed  himself.  He  drew 
a  pistol  and  shot  himself." 

That  letter  was  signed  by  the  Countess  de 
Madersfrach.  There  was  a  time  when,  in 
such  a  cause,  "a  thousand  swords,''  to 
use  the  language  of  Burke,  *'  would  have 
leaped  from  their  scabbards  in  her  de- 
fence.** If  the  Marchioness  of  Abercorn 
were  taken  and  flogged  before  the  Grena- 
dier Guards,  what  would  the  noble  Lord 
think?  Or  what  would  he  say  if  the 
Duchess  of  Devonshire  were  taken  and 
flogged  in  the  streets  of  London  ?  Who 
with  a  laugh  on  his  face  could  hope  to 
walk  through  the  streets  of  London  with- 
out being  spit  upon  by  the  women  and 
children  for  his  base  unfeeling  sentiments  ? 
They  might  yet  succeed,  before  the  end  of 
the  Session,  in  calling  up  a  blush  of  shame 
to  the  cheek  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  (Mr. 
Grattan)  had  seen  another  lady,  the  Coun- 
tess Wolkouski,  whose  husband  was  a 
friend  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington;  he  had 
seen  her  selling  her  diamonds  to  procure 
the  means  of  subsistence.  It  was  the  em- 
perors of  Austria  &nd  Russia  who  sanctioned 
such  atrocities  that  were  thought  worthy 
of  praise  in  that  assembly.  They  began 
by  bribing  Gorgey,  they  went  on  to  mur- 
dering Batthyani,  and  he  should  not  be 
surprised  if  they  ended  by  poisoning  Kos- 
suth. Those  northern  eagles  were  fit  em- 
blems of  those  double-necked  tyrants  that 
had  pounced  on  Hungary  to  destroy  its 
independence.  Thank  God,  he  had  lived 
to  utter  his  execrations  of  those  tyrants ! 
He  never  could  think  them  anything  but 
murderers  with  diadems  on  their  heads; 
and  if  they  poisoned  this  atmosphere  with 
their  pestilential  principles  and  presence, 
he  trusted  there  was  spirit  enough  in  the 
British  lion  to  humble  them  and  repel  them 
from  these  shores. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

KENSINGTON,  ETC.,  PARISHES. 

Mr.  MACGREGOR  hoped  the  House 

would  have  the  same  patience  with  him 

which  they  had  had  with  the  Motion  just 

disposed  of.     His  case  was  simply  this. 
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He  saw  two  vacant  seats  in  that  House 
caused  bj  the  disfranchisement  of  Sud- 
bury, while  on  the  other  hand  he  saw  four 
compact  parishes,  with  a  population  of 
125,000  inhabitants,  18,000  of  whom  paid 
a  rental  of  10^  and  upwards.  His  resolu- 
tion was,  that  they  should,  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, erect  Kensington,  Chelsea,  Ful- 
ham,  and  Hammersmith,  into  a  Parliamen- 
tary borough,  returning  two  Members. 
Lord  Chatham  once  said,  that  taxation 
without  representation  was  tyranny.  Look- 
ing at  the  electoral  distribution  of  the 
country,  he  found  40  boroughs  returning 
two  Members  each,  or  80  Members  for  a 
population  which,  according  to  the  census 
of  1841,  did  not  exceed  220.000  inhabi- 
tants. According  to  this  ratio,  the  four 
parishes  to  which  his  Motion  referred, 
would  return  62  Members,  and  yet  he 
only  asked  two.     The  case  was  precisely 

Sarallel  with  that  of  East  Retford  in  1829. 
[r.  Huskisson  proposed  that  the  represen- 
tation of  that  borough  should  be  transfer- 
red to  Birmingham.  The  Government, 
however,  resisted  it  and  with  success,  but 
in  1830  a  new  Government  came  into 
power,  and  the  Reform  Bill  was  the  con- 
sequence, and  by  Schedule  A,  not  only 
East  Retford,  but  many  others  were  dis- 
franchised. He  verily  believed,  that  if 
they  refused  to  agree  to  this  resolution, 

he  result  would  be  a  second  Schedule  A. 
He  merely  claimed  this  moderate  instal- 
v^ont  of  Parliamentary  reform  that  they 
asiight  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  the 

eople  that,  when  amendment  was  really 
necessary,  they  were  ready  to  carry  it  out. 
[The  hon.  Member  then  went  into  volu- 
minous details  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  unequal  manner  in  which  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  country  was  distributed.] 
He  placed  the  claim  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  four  parishes  upon  the  footing  that 
they  paid  taxes,  and  ought  to  be  repre- 
sented. It  would  be  impossible  for  the 
country  to  go  on  with  its  present  repre- 
sentation, and  every  Member  who  voted 
against  him  that  night  would  be  regarded 
as  opposed  to  all  reform. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 


<• 


That  in  consideration  of  the  parishes  of  Ken- 
sington, Chelsea,  Fulham,  aud  Hammersmith, 
containing  a  population  of  about  120,000  inhabi- 
tants, residing  on  an  area  not  exceeding  8,000 
acres,  and  comprising  also  above  18,000  houses 
of  the  annual  rental  of  10/.  and  upwards ;  and  fur- 
ther, in  consideration  that  there  is  no  other  dis- 
trfct  in  Great  Britain  with  so  great  a  number  of 
inhabitants  and  houses  unrepresented  directly  in 
this  Home,  it  is  expedient  and  just  to  incorporate, 


by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  parishes  of  Kensing- 
ton, Chelsea,  Fulham,  and  Hammersmith,  into  a 
Parliamentary  Borough,  empowered  to  return  two 
Members  to  this  House,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
caused  by  thedisfiranchisement  of  the  late  Borough 
of  Sudbury." 

Mr.  HUME  seconded  the  Motion. 

Mr.  bag  SHAW  observed,  that  as  a 
petition  had  been  presented  in  the  coarse 
of  the  evening  from  Sudbury  for  the  re-en- 
franchisement  of  that  borough,  he  felt 
bound  to  state,  as  he  first  drew  his  Pariia- 
mentary  breath  in  that  place,  that  he  knew 
that  a  large  body  of  young  men  had  grown 
up  in  Sudbury,  who  would  never  be  guilty 
of  such  practices  as  had  been  alleged 
against  the  late  constituency;  they,  there- 
fore, wished  their  right  of  choosing  repre- 
sentatives should  be  restored  to  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  was  sure  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  had  been 
productive  of  great  pleasure  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  first  point  which 
presented  itself  on  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  was  the  disfranchisement  of  Sud- 
bury. The  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow 
seemed  to  think  that  this  circumstance  had 
entailed  a  kind  of  privation  on  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country.  The  hon.  Member 
therefore  proposed  that  this  privation  should 
be  made  up  by  their  creating  a  new  and 
large  constituency.  Now  he  (Mr.  Camp- 
bell) wished  to  ask  the  House  two  ques- 
tions on  this  subject.  The  first  was,  whe- 
ther this  proposed  new  constituency  was 
calculated  to  improve  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ? — and  the  second  was,  whether  this 
new  constituency  was  calculated  to  give  re- 
presentatives to  a  class  of  opinions  or  in- 
terests which  had  not  been  represented  be- 
fore ?  As  an  illustration  he  would  take  Bir- 
mingham, whose  members  represented  a 
class  of  opinions  which  were  entertained, 
as  he  believed,  nowhere  else  in  the  British 
empire.  He  would  also  take  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  as  an  exponent  of 
peculiar  opinions  as  to  the  constitution  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons;  and  he  (Mr. 
Campbell)  must  express  his  earnest  hope, 
if  such  opinions  were  entertained  in  that 
borough,  that  they  prevailed  in  no  other 
town  in  the  country.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Glasgow  had  not  told  them  what  pecu- 
liar opinions  prevailed  in  these  compact 
parishes.  He  (Mr.  Campbell)  would  ask 
with  what  class  of  new  boroughs  was  this 
reposed  constituency  to  be  associated? 
»Vas  it  to  be  a  new  metropolitan  consti- 
tuency ?  It  was  not  a  manufacturing  dis- 
trict, as  it  was  notorious  that  no  manofac- 
turing  or  commercial  interest  existed  there. 
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Residing  in  the  yicinity  of  this  district  in 
1847,  he  (Mr.  Campbell)  had  attended  a 
pnblic  meeting  and  parochial  dinner,  in 
consequence  of  a  pressing  invitation,  and 
was  then  \>rought  into  collision  with  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  this  proposed  borough ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  were  un- 
willing to  be  the  objects  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's experiment.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
passions  of  those  who  called  for  the  erec- 
tion of  these  new  institutions  were  led 
away  by  the  worthy  knight  the  Member  for 
Bolton.  He  thought  the  Motion  should  be 
rejected;  and  the  argument  on  which  he 
rested  his  opinion  was,  that  by  its  adoption 
a  gross  injustice  would  be  inflicted  on  a 
district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  com- 
pact parishes.  The  question  should  be 
put  as  to  what  ground  there  was  why 
Knightsbridge  should  be  excluded  from 
this  arrangement?  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Glasgow  had  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  that  there  was  between 
Hyde-park-comer  and  Kensington,  a  dis- 
trict, the  inhabitants  of  which  in  point  of 
ciTilisation  and  in  other  qualities,  were  as 
folly  capable  of  exercising  the  elective  fran- 
chise as  any  other  district.  Knightsbridge 
was  a  hamlet  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  was  contiguous  to  these  four  compact 
parishes.  On  what  ground,  then,  was  it 
to  be  excluded  from  the  boundary  of  this 
new  borough  ?  He  thought  this  was  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  the  rejection  of  the  Mo- 
tion, which,  however,  he  trusted  the  hon. 
Member  would  be  induced  to  withdraw.  If, 
however,  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  per- 
sist in  pushing  it,  and  should  carry  the 
Hoase  with  him,  he  (Mr.  Campbell)  cer- 
tainly should,  in  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  propose  that  Knightsbridge  should 
have  the  benefit  of  enjoying  the  franchise 
with  these  compact  parishes. 

Sib  G.  grey  said,  it  certainly  ap- 
peared to  him,  from  what  had  passed  dur- 
ing the  debate,  that  the  House  had  not  ar- 
rived at  that  precise  degree  of  information 
which  would  warrant  them  in  coming  to  a 
final  decision  on  the  question  to  which  so 
important  a  Motion  referred.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  propose  a  clause 
in  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Glasgow  if  it  should  pass  a  second 
reading;  but  there  was  only  a  resolution 
now  before  the  House,  which  had  been  rc- 
eommended  to  them,  not  only  by  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  but 
by  those  which  were  set  forth  in  the  notice 
on  the  paper.     The  first  question  involved 


in  the  resolution  was,  whether,  if  the  va- 
cancy of  two  Members  should  be  filled  up 
at  all,  they  ought,  without  a  much  fuller 
consideration  of  the  existing  claims  of  many 
parts  of  the  country,  independently  of  the 
claims  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  to  increase 
the  number  of  the  metropolitan  Members. 
He  apprehended  that  the  representation  of 
the  metropolis  had  been  very  fully  considered 
at  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  and  he 
contended  they  ought  not  lightly,  and  with- 
out deliberation,  to  disturb  that  proportion 
which  had  been  assigned  to  it.     On  that 
ground  alone  he  would  resist  the  Motion; 
but  there  were  other  principles  involved  in 
it  equally  objectionable.     The  population 
returns  showed  the  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  difi^erent  parishes,  no  doubt; 
but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  number 
of  acres,  or  the  density  of  population  on  a 
certain  number  of  acres,  constituted  a  fair 
claim  to  the  franchise.     As  to  the  question 
of  rental,  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
information  on  which  Parliament  could  rely. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  industry  of 
the  hon.  Member  might  have  obtained  full 
information  on  that  point ;  but,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  authentic  information  in  the  shape 
of  Parliamentary  returns,  the  House  could 
not  decide  the  question.  A  notice  had  been 
given  last  Session,  which  they  were  given 
to  understand  would  be  renewed  during  the 
present  year,  that  if  the  House  proceeded 
to  dispose  of  the  vacancy,  a  claim  would 
be  made  on  the  part  of  his  constituency  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  which  would, 
no  doubt,  be  supported  by  a  strong  circum- 
stantial statement.     But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man went  on  to  state  in  the  resolution  that, 
**  in  consideration  of  so  great  a  number  of 
inhabitants  and   of  houses  unrepresented 
directly  in  this  House,  it  is    expedient," 
<fcc.     Now,  he  really  did  not  understand 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  meant  by  **  houses 
unrepresented"  independently  of  their  in- 
habitants.    There  might,  in  some  places, 
be  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants  of  houses 
unrepresented,  but  he  could  not  at  all  admit 
that  houses  had  a  claim  to  the  franchise. 
He  was  prepared  also  to  take  issue  with 
the  hon.  Member  on  the  arbitrary  selection 
he   had    made.     Knightsbridge  was  com- 
prised in  three  parishes — Fulham,  Chelsea, 
and  St.  Margaret.     So  far,  the  claim  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge was  unfounded.     But  why  did  the 
hon.  Member  stop  short — why  had  he  not 
taken  Turnham-green?     Why  had  he  left 
put  Chiswick  ?     Those  districts  contained 
as  many  inhabitants  unrepresented  as  the 
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parishes  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  selected. 
He  cordially  concurred  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  hoping  that  the  Motion  would  he 
withdrawn,  or,  if  pressed  to  a  division, 
that  the  House  would  not  pledge  itself  on 
such  vague  information  to  a  resolution  bo 
important. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  last  Session  he  had  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  the  four  pa- 
rishes, which  contained  their  view  of  the 
case.  They  looked  upon  the  House  as 
incomplete — as  wanting  two  Members— 
and  they  considered  that  according  to  the 
constitution  of  the  House  the  proper  num- 
ber of  its  Members  ought  to  be  completed, 
and  they  suggested  that  the  two  Members 
should  be  elected  from  their  parishes  ;  and 
they  prayed  that  they  might  be  created  into 
a  metropolitan  borough  for  that  purpose. 
He  (Mr.  Hume)  considered  that  they  were 
in  a  worse  position  with  regard  to  repre- 
sentation than  any  other  portion  of  the 
country;  and  he  thought  that  they  ought 
at  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill  to  have  re- 
ceived equal  consideration  with  Marylebone, 
and  to  liave  been  included  in  the  change. 
We  had  been  acting  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ples  alleged  at  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill. 
When  a  general  reconsideration  of  the  sys- 
tem of  representation  took  place,  the  pre- 
sent inconsistent  method  must  be  altered. 
He  had  expected  that  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  would  have 
avowed  the  intention  of  Government  as  to 
reform  of  Parliament,  and  that  he  would 
soon  take  the  opportunity  of  stating  a  ge- 
neral plan.  The  power  of  the  Peers  half 
filled  the  House,  and  the  promise  of  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  been  fairly  and  properly 
kept.  Still,  however,  he  advised  the  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  divide  the  House  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Colonel  DUNNE  stated,  that  if  the 
present  Motion  were  pressed  to  a  division, 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cork 
would  move  an  Amendment  in  favour  of 
giving  the  two  new  representatives  to 
places  in  Ireland.  He  wished  to  make 
this  observation  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  not  inatten- 
tive to  their  duty  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  MACGREGOR  said,  that  after  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  the  Home  Se- 
cretary, and  after  the  recommendation  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  he  should 
not  press  the  matter  to  a  division.  So 
great  a  population  could  not  remain  long 
unrepresented    in   Parliament.      He    was 


certain    that   ScotUnd  and    other  places 
would  be  duly  represented. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

MARRIAGES. 

Mr.  S.  WORTLEY,  in  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  said,  he  believed  he  should 
best  consult  the  convenience  of  the  House 
by  refraining  from  entering  upon  the  me- 
rits of  the  question.  When  he  had  intro- 
duced a  measure  upon  this  subject,  upon 
a  former  occasion,  he  had  deemed  it  re- 
spectful to  the  House  to  make  a  statement 
of  his  views;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  it  was 
not  a  convenient  course  to  discuss  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  Bill  on  the  first  reading.  He 
would  therefore  merely  state  that  the  main 
object  of  this  Bill  was  the  same  as  the 
former  one;  but  to  meet  the  more  important 
objections  that  had  been  made  by  some  of 
his  Friends  around  him,  and  by  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  he  had  introduced 
Amendments,  the  purport  of  which  be 
would  state.  One  of  the  Amendments 
which  he  intended  to  introduce,  would  haye 
the  effect  of  protecting  parties  to  marriages 
recently  contracted,  from  any  consequences 
arising  out  of  the  law  of  the  land,  as  well 
as  that  of  rendering  their  issue  legitimate; 
the  second  would  have  reference  to  the 
clergy.  Now,  one  of  the  chief  objeetions 
to  the  former  Bill  was,  that  it  protected  the 
clergy  from  the  consequences  of  celebrating 
these  marriages.  He  did  not  now  mean 
to  interfere  in  that  respect  with  the  law  or 
the  discipline  of  the  Church,  but  leave  it  to 
the  clergy  to  celebrate  those  marriages  or 
not,  according  to  their  own  conscieDces, 
without  any  fear  of  civil  consequences,  the 
law  of  the  Church  being  left  as  before.  He 
had  felt  that  there  was  force  in  the  objee- 
tions made  last  Session,  and,  after  delibe- 
ration and  consultation  with  his  friends,  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  omit  those  provisions  to  which  such 
objections  had  been  made,  and  to  leave  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  Church  perfectly 
untouched  by  the  Bill  he  now  proposed. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  interfere  at  all 
with  the  Church.  He  reminded  the  House 
that  in  the  course  of  last  Session,  after 
three  nights  of  full  debate,  the  main  object 
of  the  measure  had  been  sanctioned  by  a 
House  consisting  of  320  or  330  Members. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  leave  ije  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  and  alter  an  Act  passed  in  the  fifth  and 
sixth  years  of  tho  reign  of  King  William  the 
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Fourth,  80  £ur  M  relates  to  marriages  within  cer- 
tain of  the  prohibited  degrees  of  affinity." 

Sir  B.  H.  INGLIS  said,  that  sooner 
thftn  the  principle  of  the  measure  should 
reoetve  the  asseut  of  the  House,  as  he  ap- 
pr^ended  it  would  if  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  were  permitted  without  discussion 
and  opposition,  he  would  himself  oppose 
tjbe  Motion.  He  was  sanctioned  in  his  op- 
poaition  by  the  opinion  of  the  House,  as 
expressed  on  a  former  occasion.  When 
hie  noble  Friend  behind  him»  who  was  in- 
ferior to  none  in  talents  and  character, 
aslbed  leave  to  introduce  such  a  measure, 
lie  felt  bound  to  resist  it,  and  the  House 
rejected  the  proposition.  He  placed  his 
objections  to  it  on  three  grounds :  that  it 
was  an  alteration  of  the  law  of  the  land,  an 
alteration  of  the  law  of  the  Church,  and  an 
alteration,  if  man  could  make  it,  of  the 
Iftw  of  God.  It  was  a  violation  of  that 
which  he  believed  to  be  scriptural  truth. 
Bat  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  take 
groood  BO  high;  it  was  enough  to  justify 
bis  opposition  to  the  measure  that  it  was 
equally  against  the  law  of  the  land,  and  of 
the  Church;  but  he  believed  it  was  equally 
against  the  feeling  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  and  it  certainly  was  against 
the  unanimous  feelings  oi  one  sex  in 
ihia  country.  How  often  had  this  Bill  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  House  before  ? 
The  result  of  it  all  was,  that  the  Bill  was 
adjonmed  for  six  months — in  other  words, 
almndoned.  He  appealed  to  his  hon. 
Friends  the  Members  connected  with  Scot- 
land, and  particularly  him  whom  he  might 
term*  without  disrespect,  that  venerable 
Member  for  Scotland  the  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, whether  the  public  sentiment  of  that 
division  of  the  empire  was  not  against  the 
change?  Did  anybody  deny  that  ?  Did  any- 
body deny  that  the  almost  universal  feeling 
of  the  women  of  the  empire  was  against  it? 
Did  anybody  deny  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  men  of  the  country  were  against 
it  ?  When  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was, 
for  the  first  time,  carried  last  year,  leave 
only  having  been  given  on  former  occasions 
to  bring  it  in,  it  was  by  a  majority  of  no 
more  than  33,  and  he  believed  there  was 
a  growing  feeling  against  any  secular  le- 
gislation on  the  subject.  He  hoped  there 
were  many  who  would  feel  that  thb  ques- 
tion, if  not  a  scriptural  one,  as  he  contend* 
ed  it  was,  was  so  much  connected  with  re- 
ligion that  the  voice  of  its  ministers  ought 
to  be  heard  upon  it  with  great  respect, 
whilst  those  who  constituted  the  great  body 
of  professing   Christians  in  this  country. 


namely,  the  adherents  of  the  Established 
Church,  gave  it  their  strong  and  decided 
opposition.  The  law,  as  it  now  stood,  was 
upheld  alike  by  Greek,  Armenian,  Protes- 
tant, and  Roman  Catholic.  He  believed 
that  the  proposed  change  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  interests  of  social  life,  that  it 
affected  the  peace  of  families,  and  might 
prove  the  source  of  the  greatest  unhappi- 
ness.  He  therefore  earnestly  entreated  the 
House  to  refuse  leave  for  the  introduction 
of  the  BUI. 

Mr.  S.  HERBERT  conld  not  but  feel 
that  the  measure  was  now  brought  forward 
on  different  ground  from  that  of  last  Ses- 
sion, affecting,  as  that  did,  both  the  civil 
law  of  the  country  and  the  ecclesiastical 
law  of  the  Church  of  England.  Speaking 
for  himself  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  he  had  not  only  no  wish  to  see 
the  law  altered,  but  he  must  deprecate  an 
alteration  of  the  law  which,  so  far  as  it 
affected  his  religious  communion,  would 
have  a  mischievous  effect  on  society.  But 
here,  having  to  deal  with  persons  of  other 
communions,  who  did  not  recognise  the 
same  ecclesiastical  law — with  the  Roman 
Catholics,  who  by  dispensation  tolerated 
marriages  such  as  those  proposed  by  the 
Bill — there  being  also  Protestant  churches 
in  Europe  and  Protestant  denominations  in 
this  country,  who  recognised  the  validity, 
ecclesiastically  speaking,  of  such  marriages 
— it  was  impossible  not  to  feel  that  the 
civil  law  which  declared  the  illegality  of 
such  marriages,  bastardised  the  children, 
and  imposed  a  heavy  penalty  on  persons 
who,  by  contracting  them,  did  not  contra- 
vene the  tenets  of  their  religious  persua- 
sion. I'he  proposition  made  last  year  was 
so  objectionable  that  it  was  not  then  in  his 
power  to  support  the  Bill.  It  was  a  direct 
interference  by  Parliament  with  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Church,  of  which  he  waa  a 
member.  No  body,  however  trivial  its  ob- 
jects, could  maintain  itself  if  it  was  not 
to  be  allowed  to  uphold,  for  its  own  pur- 
poses, its  own  discipline,  and  the  by-laws 
by  which  it  was  to  be  governed.  He 
thought  the  proposed  interference  by  Par- 
liament so  objectionable,  that  no  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  other  parte  of  the  mea- 
sure could  induce  him  to  give  it  his  sane- 
tion.  But  this  great  alteration  having  been 
made,  the  change  being  to  affect  the  civil 
law  only,  without  touching  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal law,  he  thought  it  would  be  an  ungra- 
cious act  towards  religious  denominations 
dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  to 
say  that  this  Bill,  so  affectiug  their  civil 
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rights,  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  read  a 
first  time.  If,  therefore,  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford  should  persist 
in  moving  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  in  its 
present  stage,  he  should,  without  pledging 
himself  in  any  way  as  to  the  course  he 
might  think  it  proper  to  take  at  a  future 
point  of  its  progress,  think  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  law  thought  it  a  fatal  objection 
to  the  Bill  that  it  retrospectively  made 
such  marriages  legal,  and  legitimated  the 
issue  of  them.  A  greater  violation  of  the 
law,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  be  offered 
than  in  the  present  measure.  But  his  op- 
position to  the  Bill  would  be  founded  on 
higher  principles — on  the  opinion,  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford,  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  notions  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  he  should  have  thought, 
until  he  heard  the  opposite  opinion,  con- 
trary to  all  Christian  notions  from  the  ear- 
liest times,  and  contrary,  also,  to  the 
Jewish  notion.  The  so-called  marriages 
already  contracted  were  mere  void  cere- 
monies; it  was,  in  fact,  a  concubinage 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  those  par- 
ties in  violation  of  the  existing  law,  and 
they  might  as  well  legalise  the  cohabita- 
tion of  any  number  of  persons  with  their 
mistresses  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  say, 
that  if  they  went  to  church  all  should 
be  reckoned  as  if  they  had  married  ten 
years  ago — 

"  Conjugium  vocat ;  hoc  prstexit  nomine  culpam." 

There  had  been  nothing  in  such  cases  ap- 
proaching to  an  honest  religious  ceremony; 
but  if  they  had  done  it  with  the  sanction 
of  a  minister  of  the  Church,  it  was  by  an 
impudent  fraud,  and  by  representing  that 
they  knew  of  no  obstacle  why  marriage 
should  not  be  contracted  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Church.  The  present  proposi- 
tion would  give  a  premium  on  the  violation 
of  the  law  and  deception  of  the  clergyman, 
and  was  absolutely  insulting  to  the  moral 
sense  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  mangles  said,  that  the  only  pas- 
sage from  the  Scripture  that  was  relied  on 
in  opposition  to  this  Bill,  had  in  his  opinion 
quite  an  opposite  interpretation,  and  they 
had  the  best  of  all  human  testimony  that 
it  was  so  in  the  fact  that  those  to  whom 
that  law  had  been  delivered  took  the  same 
riew  of  it  for  which  he  contended.  There 
WM  another  point  which  he  thought  had 
not  been  before  raised,  and  it  was  this. 
He  beliered  that  the  law  as  it  stood  opera- 


ted as  a  delusion  and  a  snare  among  honest 
people,  as  it  provided  to  effect  that  by  Act 
of  Parliament  which  could  only  be  done  by 
the  law  of  nature  in  professing  to  establish 
between  a  man  and  the'  sister  of  his  wife 
the  feelings  which  were  impressed  upon  his 
heart  by  the  law  of  nature  towards  his  sis- 
ter in  blood. 

Mr.  GOULBURN  said,  that  if  he  had 
not  risen  immediately  after  his  right  hon. 
Friend  to  oppose  his  Motion,  it  was  not 
because  his  opinions  had  undergone  any 
change  upon  this  matter,  but  because  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  not  having  stated  the 
new  grounds  on  which  he  intended  to  rely 
for  the  8uppoi*t  of  his  Bill,  he  thought  it 
better  to  wait  until  the  question  would  come 
again  before  the  House  before  stating  his 
grounds  of  objection  to  it.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  had  told 
them  that  he  would  act  on  the  law  of  God 
as  written  on  the  heart  alone — 

Mr.  MANGLES  :  I  said  no  such  thing. 
What  I  stated  was,  that  we  sought  to  create 
a  sacred  feeling  by  Act  of  Parliament  with 
regard  to  a  wife's  sister,  which  God  bad 
implanted  in  our  hearts  towards  sisters  in 
blood. 

Mr.  GOULBURN  said,  that  then  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  came  to 
this — that  he  would  set  the  restrictions 
made  by  the  law  of  affinity  entirely  aside. 
It  was  plain  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  read  the  chapter  in  Leviticus,  and  he 
should  therefore  advise  him  to  do  so  before 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  came  on. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  149  ;  Noes 
65 :  Majority  84. 

List  of  the  Ayes.  * 


Abdy,  T.  N. 
Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Anstey,  T.  C. 
Archdall,  Capt.  M. 
Armstrong,  R.  B. 
Bagshaw,  J. 
Baring, rt. hon.SirF.  T. 
Baring,  T. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Bass,  M.  T. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkeley,  hon.  H.  F. 
Best,  J. 

Birch,  Sir  T.  B. 
Bouverie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Bright,  J. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Bunbury,  £.  H. 
Buxton,  Sir  E.  N. 
Cardwell,  E. 
CaulfeUd,  J.  M. 


Cayley,  E.  S. 
ChapUn,  W.  J. 
Childer8,J.  W. 
Clay,  J. 
Cobden,  R. 
Cookbum,  A.  J.  E. 
Copeland,  Aid. 
Craig,  W.  J. 
Crowder,  R.  B. 
Dalrymple,  Oapt. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Dodd,  G. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Ebrington,  Viae. 
ElUs,  J. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Evans,  W. 
Ewart,  W, 
Pagan,  W. 
Pilmer,  Sir  E. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Forster,  M. 
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FoZv  W.  J. 
Fiuii^iui,  CcL 

Tt.kib.T.]L 

J. 

GfffaftIl,C.P. 
Gfcy,  n.  hoBL  Sir  G. 


HMiihw,  Lnrd  C. 
Baaaer,  Sir  J. 
Hainft,R. 
Hucie,A. 
HatcheO,  J. 
Haves,  B. 

Hayter.rLkoBL  W.  G. 
Heald.J. 
Heithooiit,J. 
Heny,  A. 
Hcnorti  u.  A. 
Hcnorti  fl.  lion.  S. 

HOJWVMM,  «. 

Hfljworth,  L. 
HOI,  Lflt^lL 
HoUmmw,  T.  B. 
Howard,  Sir  &. 
HndMB^G. 
Hame^J. 

JenriSy  Sir  J. 
JosdjB,  Tuet. 
Ker,  R. 
Kenhaw,  J. 
Tiimellf  1,  hon.  E. 
Taiwillri,  boo.  W.  S. 
Leonard,  T.B. 
Lewis,  G.C. 
Loifwien,  P. 
Loshini^toD,  C. 
ICaangliten,  Sir  E. 
M^CaUagh,  W.  T. 
U'Qngot,  J. 
Handerille,  Vise. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Martin,  S. 
Masterman,  J. 
Matheson,  CoL 
Mdgnnd,  Vise. 
Milner,  W.  M.  £. 
Milnes,R.  M. 
Mnfttt,  G. 


Umwei:.  IK*. 

Muirrrnvf;.  Harl  of 
C»*C-aimeL.  M  J. 

PafVL.  IjOtc  a. 
Parser.  7 . 
PeciieL.  Sir  G.  B. 

PoKi,  S.  It 

TUsjjipun^  7. 
Jpiwer.  It. 
Power.  >'. 
BawdoL.  GoL 
ILicardri.  7.  1^ 
Bieardo.  0. 
BicL.H. 
BomiL^.  Sir  J 
Busnell.  T.  C,  H- 
Sanrer.  C-oL 
SaiidarEu  «'^. 
Schiue&sjd.  '^. 
ScTtnit.  G.  P. 
Sejuionr,  Lord 
SiTinr.  J.  A- 
SmiiL,  J.  B. 
Smr±.  7.  G. 
Soanemlit.  rL.  tiL  Sir  ^. 
Staiiicird,  J   F. 
Stansfitid.  W.  R.  C. 
SiTKrkiuid,  Str  G. 
SnarL  Lord  D. 
Stnan,  Lord  J. 
Srcin,  H- 
TifcaLjiKfli.  CotL 
TitompMii.  Aid. 
ThoriK-ir.  T. 
To»Tifci»«id.  Capi. 
TrelawiiT.  J.  S. 

Viriiii,  J.  H. 
Wikler.  T. 

Walint>T,  Sir  J. 
Waikinf,  C<J.  L. 
Willw.i,  B.  M. 
WiUuuns,  J. 
Wiljon,  W. 
Wilfoii,  M. 
Wriirhison,  W.  B. 
WTld,  J. 
WttUI.  M. 

TELLXaS. 

Wortler,  J.  S. 
Spooner,  R. 


^EhdvsTC,.  R.  C. 
fiiiCTBTd.  T.  K  T. 
SnMi.  Sir  A. 
HaiM'..  A 

Lmdsfcv.  brm  Col. 
LnctiiarL  V. 
Lv^oL.  iifo...  GeL. 
VarkfTi7tfr.  V.  r. 
Manif..  n.  hia^  F. 
Mfcrai..  C'. 
Mnumn^  »■.  R. 
Naas^  Lfirc 
Nfcjner, .'. 
I'kftt.  C.  "W. 
Pfcimnoii.  Sir  J. 

Pl^JDffl-,  R 

Pic'wdfOw  v.  E.  C. 


RAid.  Col. 
Richards.  R. 
SaadarK  «T 
filhiiirtrf*.  CoL 
Sadfnnd.  A. 
Sianiey.R. 
SToan.  J. 
SallrnuL  M. 
TayJor,  T.  E. 
T-nrws-.  G.  J. 
Vhtdw,  Sir  W. 
Vftt^PrwHwr,  F.  R. 
VfCjeaifT,  Lnrd  C 
ViijMirb>*T,  Sir  H, 

IziTli^.  SirR.  E. 
LaV.  C.  E. 


List  of  the  Noe.s. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
Affcwrigbt,  G. 
BsttBet,P. 
ncresioru,  **. 
Bsrlbelef,  C.  L.  G. 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Boj]e,lion.Col. 
Brisoo,  li. 
Broadlef,  H. 
OMM,  B.B. 
OBm]ibell,hoa.W.  F. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
CiMttsrton,  Col 
Glstk,rt.  lam.  SirG. 
Colai|,H.B. 
Cdiitt^W. 
B. 


Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.B. 

DoDcuft,  J. 

Ihindas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 

Farrer,  J. 

Forbes,  W. 

Fordvce,  A.  D. 

Fox,  S.  W.  L. 

Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  D. 

Greenall,  G. 

Greene,  T. 

Grogan,  E. 

Gwyn,  H. 

Hall,  Sir  B. 

Halsev,  T.  P. 

Hamilton,  G.  A. 

Hastie,  A. 

Hayes,  Sir  E. 


B^  ordereid  to  be  t»ro(o^lit  in  br  Mr, 
Smart  WortleT,  Mr.  Edmimd  DeniMD,  audi 
Mr.  Masiermaa. 

ROMAN  CATEOUC  REUGIOX. 

Mr.  AX  STEY  mored  for  leave  to  Kiiiig 

in  a  Bin  fc>r  the  repeal  of  penal  Acta 
against  tbe  Rcfsan  CaxLolSc  relipon.  Tlie 
bc»n.  and  learned  Member  said,  he  woiild 
make  no  statem^it  of  the  nature  and  pur- 
pc*n  of  the  measure,  farther  than  saying 
that  with  some  verbal  alterations  it  was 
snbstantiallT  the  same  as  that  which,  the 
Tear  before  last,  reached  the  second  raid- 
ing. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

^  That  leave  be  civen  to  brine  in  a  BiU  fer  tks 
rppeal  of  Penal  Acta  aeainA  tbe  Roman  CaUnUe 
Relipon.** 

Sib  R.  H.  IXGLIS  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Seeretanr, 
to  aav  in  the  first  instance  whether  he  was 
now  prepared  to  support  or  to  oppose  a 
Bill  which  last  vear  Her  MajestT*s  Minis- 
ters concurred  with  the  House  in  rejecting. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  at  once 
express  his  intention  to  oppose  it,  he  would 
save  himself  and  manv  other  Members  the 
vexation  of  coming  down  to  the  House 
week  after  week  upon  a  fruitless  waste  of 
time. 

Mr.  law  joined  in  the  application  of 
his  hon.  Friend,  and  trusted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would,  bv  his  answer,  enable  the 
House  to  escape  from  the  nuisance  which 
would  otherwise  he  found  to  exist  on  Wed- 
nesdays. He  hoped  the  House  would  he 
saved  from  the  torture  and  infliction  of 
hearing  repeated  speeches  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  on  this  subject;  for  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  even  when  he 
had  no  opponent,  was  ambitious  of  antici- 
pating objections  that  were  never  raised  or 
meant  to  be  raised.  Last  vear  he  (Mr. 
Law)  met  the  measure  hy  a  simple  nega- 
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tive,  without  entering  into  any  argument 
at  all.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  spoke 
for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes  in  answer 
to  a  speech  that  was  never  made  at  all. 
The  Bill  would  redress  no  single  grievance; 
and  even  if  it  did,  it  would  violate  a  com- 
pact lon^  since  entered  into  with  the  Ro- 
man Catnolic  interests. 

Sir  Q.  grey  replied,  that  with  regard 
to  the  first  of  the  two  questions  asked  him 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford,  he  should  appeal  to 
the  former  course  he  had  taken  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bill.  He  did  not  then  support 
the  whole  of  it,  but  he  supported  the  por- 
tion which  proposed  to  repeal  certain  obso- 
lete statutes.  He  should  repeat  what  he 
had  then  stated,  that  he  did  not  think  those 
obsolete  statutes  could  ever  again  be  en- 
forced, and  that  they  offered  no  safeguard 
or  security  whatsoever  to  the  constitution. 
Whilst,  tnerefore,  he  should  wish  to  see 
them  repealed,  he  did  not  think  it  made 
any  difference  whether  they  were  repealed 
or  not.  As  to  the  second  question,  with 
regard  to  the  time  of  the  House  being 
wasted  by  the  discussion  upon  the  Bill, 
when  there  existed  a  very  great  doubt  of 
its  finally  receiving  its  sanction,  that,  he 
considered,  was  a  matter  for  the  consider- 
ation rather  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  introduced  the  Bill.  He  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  his  opposing  it;  but  if 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
take  his  advice,  he  would  refrain  from  per- 
severing with  it.  But  if  he  went  to  a 
division,  and  the  majority  of  the  House 
were  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill,  the  time  of  the  House  might  be  saved. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  71 ;  Noes 
77:  Majority  6. 


List  of 

Bagehaw,  J. 
Baring,  rt.hon.  Sir  F.T. 
Bass,  M.  T. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkeley,  hon.  II.  F. 
Berkeley,  C.  L.  G. 
Blackall,  S.  W. 
Bright,  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Bunbury,  E.  H. 
Clements,  hon.  C.  S. 
Cookburn,  A.  J.  £. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Dalrymple,  Capt. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Dunne,  Col. 
Ebrington,  Visct. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 


the  Ayes. 

Evans,  W. 
Fagan,  W. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D.. 
Fortescue,  C. 
Fortescue,  hon.  J.  W. 
Freestun,  Col. 
Greene,  J. 
Grey,  R.  W. 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Uastie,  A. 
Hatchell,  J. 
Ilawcs,  B. 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Herbert,  H.  A. 
Heywood,  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Jcrvis,  Sir  J. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 


M'Cullagh,  W.  T. 
Melgund,  Visot. 
Milner,  W.  M.  E. 
Monsell,  W. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Palmer,  R, 
Parker,  J. 
PecheU,  Sir  G.  B. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Power,  Dr. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Ricardo,  0. 
Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Salwey,  Col. 
Scholefleld,  W. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 

lAst  of 

Adderley,  C.  B. 
Archdall,  Capt.  M. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bennet,  P. 
Beresford,  W. 
Bernard,  Viset. 
Best,  J. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Briseo,  M. 
Broadley,  H. 
CabbeU,  B.  B. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
Chaplin,  W.  J. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Copeland,  Aid. 
Cubitt,  W. 
Davies,  D.  A.  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 

Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.  B. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Farrer,  J. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fox,  S.  W.  L. 
Frewen,  C.  H. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon*  H. 
Greenall,  G. 
Grogan,  E. 
Gwyn,  H. 
Ilalsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hayes,  Sir  E, 
Heald,  J. 
Hildyard,  R.  C. 
Hildyard,  T.  B.  T. 

Bill  lost. 


Scully,  F. 

Somerville,  rLlm.  Sir  W. 
Stansfteld,  W.  R.  C. 
Stuart,  Lord  D. 
Thompsoii,  Cd. 
T<»wnshend,  Capt. 
Trelawny,  J.  S. 
Tufhell,  H. 
Wakley,  T. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Wegg-Prosier,  F.  R. 
Wilson,  S. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wood,  W.  P. 

TBLLSBS. 

A'nstey,  C. 
Sullivan,  M. 

the  Noes. 

Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hudson,  G. 
Knox,  Cd. 
Lasoelles,  hoo.  E. 
Lindsay,  hon.  OoL 
Lockhart,  W. 
Mackensie,  W.  F. 
Mandeville,  Viaot. 
Masterman,  J. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Morgan,  H.  K.  6. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Napier,  J. 
Newdegate,  0.  N. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Plowden.W.H.  O. 
Reid,  Col. 
Richards,  R. 
Sandars,  G. 
Sandars,  J. 
Sibthorp,  CoL 
Smyth,  J.  O. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  H. 
Stuart,  J. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Thompson,  Aid. 
Turner,  G.  J. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Wellesley,  Lord  G. 
WiUoughby,  Sir  H. 
Wortley,  rt.  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyld,  J. 

TBUXBS. 

Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Law,  C.  E. 


COUNTY  CESS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Mr.  monsell,  in  moving  that  the 
Speaker  should  leave  the  chair  for  the 
purpose  of  the  House  resolving  itself  into 
Committee  upon  this  Bill,  hegged  to  state 
that  the  ohject  of  it  was  to  alter  the  law 
with  regard  to  certain  collections  of  county 
cess.  The  collectors  were  ohlig^d,  on 
their  appointment,  to  give  their  bonds  with 
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security  for  the  payment  of  the  full  amount  The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 

named  in  their  warrants ;  but  the  distress  One  o'clock. 

of  the  last  three  or  four  years  in  Ireland 

haying  caused  a  great  deiU  of  land  to  be 

thrown  out  of  cultivation,  they  were  un-  HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

able  to  collect  the  cess.     Ho  would  give  _ 

one  instance  of  a  barony  in  the  county  of  J^rtday,  Jfehruary  8,  1850. 

Limericky    containing    upwards    of    9,000  Minotbs.]    public  Bills — lo  Ronoval  of  ObitnictkmB 

acres,  of  which  no  less  than  3,000  acres  ^^l^J^V^^^V  ^^^^"^  ^^  ComoUcUtkHi. 

'           ,    .                 ,          TT    J        .1              •  30  RegUtnir's  Office,  Bankruptcy. 

were  now  lying  waste.     Under  these  cir- 

comstances  a  Bill  had  been  introduced  last  AFFRAY  AT  DOLLY'S  BRAE. 

Session  to  protect  the  collectors  from  beine  t^^tx  crnAiMTTJv                *•      ii.  * 

, ,.     J  .    *^    1            .,      j./r                X    e  Lord  STANLEY  cave  notice  that  on 

oblieed  to  make  up  the  difference  out  of  ,,     ,       *u^  i  q*i,   u          u      n  lu 

tlwi                   k  t        h"  h  th             Id  h  Monday,  the  loth,  he  would  call  the  atten- 

*     11              11  J  *x    J        J      Ii.        •  X-  tion  of  their  Lordships  to  the  unfortunate 


the  grand  jury,  who  should  examine  the 
statement  of  the  collector  as  to  the  amount 
likely  to  be  obtained,  and  refer  the  final 
adjudication  to  the  full  grand  jury. 

Mb.  BROTHERTON  moved  the  ad- 
joomment  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.' 

Mk.  SULLIVAN  seconded  the  Motion. 


of  the  assizes  had  terminated  beiore  the  ,y^    t?\a    t  t>  a           a  l        ^\,            ^i 

.    .             .  ^              ..            J       xv  the  Earl  of  Roden,  and  two  other  irentle- 

Act  came  into  operation;  and  as  the  pro-  c         *i.     ^     •  * 

,j      ,  *^i             ,.  J     .^1      .*:,  men,  from  the  magistracy  in  consequence 

Tisions  could  only  be  complied  with  at  the  -    :        transactions      He  also  intended 

atsizes,  the  collectors  in  the  distncts  where  ,   . ,               *•    ^  *    _    ^  r 

.       ,  *,          •     ♦  H            a      '    A    f  '\  same  time  to  move  for  papers  m 

J  ^  A  ^°rru  "1  -D-fi  ?\.  ^      addition  to  those  already  presented  to  Par- 

•dvantage.      The  prewnt  Bill  was  there-   j;^^^^^      jj^  ^^^    ,,^  f^  ^eArr^XA^  to  give 

fore,  mtended  to  place  those  distncts  upon  ..        e  ^\.'    \r  a.*      r                *    j      • 

'.    ,    ^,           ^  e    ^'          J.U            -J  notice  of  this  Motion  for  a  remote  day  m 

precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  remainder  ,       .,    .              tj      i.       'ujau 

'^  ,1     i>     J             J  xL    A  -u       1  X       u-  t-  order  that  many  Lords  who  wished  to  be 

of  the  kmjscdom;  and  the  tribunal  to  which  *    x  ^u    j*         •         •  u*  1          ui  j 

t                J  A       r     xT.        11    X               •  present  at  the  discussion  miffht  be  enabled 

he  proposed  to  refer  the  co  lectors  was,  in  [■    ^^^^^^     ^^^  .^  ^^^^  f^^^  ^^^  ^o^ 

the  first  instance,  a  committee  of  three  of  y^^^^^^^^^  „f  i,,,^„j  ^ight  have  an  op- 

portunity  of  being  present,  or  of  giving 
such  information  as  he  might  think  re- 
quisite to  his  Colleagues,  as  upon  that  oc- 
casion he  (Lord  Stanley)  might  have  oc- 
casion to  express  his  opinion  of  the  course 
pursued  by  that  Nobleman. 

The  Earl  of  RODEN :    In  consequence 

of  the  notice  of  Motion  which  had  just 

T  KAA^     h'tHt         *        *tl  ^®°  given  by  the  noble  Baron,  he  begged 

f.        .^^  ^,       ^      J  xu  A  xu    Tvii  u  J    leave  to  say  a  few  words  to  their  Lord- 

Committee  on  the  crround  that  the  Bill  had     ,.  v*'  ixu^v*       i.ix<-j 

^,  •^jii.xi.       li.'*         1      ships,  as  he  supposed  that  his  noble  Fncnd 

^f^bir°1^'  *e  *"         '°*^"*^*''  upon  that  occasion  to  go  fully 

■'"'corDUNNE^marked  that  the  Bill  |°*^  ^^^  ^'^''"'  "J"'?'*  '^^^T^'t  '"  ^'«''"'** 

J  1  ..       1        .  .  1  last  summer,  and  in  which  he  was   sup- 

was  read  a  second  time  by  mistake.  j  >    v  j      a  11  xu  ^  i.      u     1  j 

Sib  W.  SOMERVILLE  obserred  that  PO****  ^°  ^  concerned.    AU  that  he  should 

.-  ^,     -oMi  A  *    n  'x  now  say  was,  that  he  should  feel  it  to  be 

if  the  Bill  were  to  pass  at  all,  it  was  neces-  , .    ,  /  .    Z    .    1 .     ^  .1    ^ 

^,    .        ..         V     1 J  1     1    X      T?  his  duty  to  be  in  his  place  on  that  occasion 

Barr  that  no  time  should  be  lost.     Every-  ^  ^  *•         u-  1.  r  i.i.  • 

,    /  J  .  •     xu  •*       r  to  answer  any  question  which  any  of  their 

body  seemed  to  asree  in  the  necessity  ofy      ,,.         -1.11.      1        j.        x^t.* 

^.  ,      T»^,       J    au      r  i««  Lordships  might  be  pleased  to  put  to  him, 

Msamfi:  such  a  Bill,  and,  therefore,  unless         ^       f        »      ..^      xi-'iT-i-xi. 

r       /^    xi  11     •  *     J  J  X     *u  or  to  ffive  any  statement  which  might  be 

hon.  Gentlemen  really  intended  to  throw  ^     ^      r  -x  au    *    lu      tt    x      *  j 

_x  ai>     Ti-ii    I.     u      J  *i.  14  ^  necessary  to  elicit  the  truth.     He  trusted, 

out  the  Bill,  he  hoped  they  would  go  on        ,  ,     -^j    .,    .  .,  .  ' 

.,..,.        *^  -^  ®  and  hoped,  that,  as  there  were  many  cir- 

'"m^  STAFFORD  said  he  could  bear  cumstances  that  were  known  only  to  his 

^    ^           ...                '^      c  i,\.  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  him- 

testimony  to  the  necessity  of  the  case.  li?   -^         i  j  1      xu                             r  xi. 

Sm  G.  GREY  said,  he  hoped  after  what  ^^'^t  'lT»    v             convemencc  of  the 

h«l  pa.«rf.  the  Motion  for  Adjournment  "*»"«  Earl  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 

would  be  withdrawn. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  CRIMINAL  LAW  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re-  Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  he  would  in- 
ported  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  troduce  to  their  Lordships,  for  the  third 
3^  ToHDorrow.  time,  a  Bill  on  a  subject   of  very  great 
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importance.  It  was  a  Bill  for  consolidating 
and  amending  the  criminal  code.  That 
Bill  had  been  thoroughly  considered  and 
greatly  improved ;  and  he  hoped  that 
when  it  was  passed  in  that  House,  it 
would  also  he  fairly  considered  elsewhere, 
and  that  no  fatal  alterations  might  be 
made  in  it,  as  had  been  made  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Consolidation  Bill,  whereby  many 
criminals  had  been  enabled  to  escape  from 
justice. 
Read  iK 

POOR  LAW  RETURNS. 

The  Earl  of  ELLENBOROUGH  caUed 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  Woods  and  Forests 
to  some  questions  which  had  recently  been 
addressed  to  the  chairmen  and  vice-chair- 
men of  all  boards  of  guardians  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  answers  to  which 
would  bring  out  in  detail  the  real  condition 
of  all  classes  of  the  people  in  this  king- 
dom. He  wanted  to  know  whether  those 
answers  had  yet  been  received,  and  if  they 
had,  when  they  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table? 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  promised  to 
make  inquiry  on  the  subject. 

House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
FHday,  February  8,  1850. 

MiiruTBS.]  Public  Bills.— 1<>  Larceny  Suipmary  JurU- 
dicdoo ;  RcgUtimr's  OflBce,  Bankruptcy ;  Estates  Leasing 
(Ireland) ;  Party  Processions  (Ireland) ;  Charitable 
TTrusts. 

3»  County  Cess  (Ireland). 

COLONIAL  POLICY. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL*  said  :  I  believe 
there  are  few  Members  of  the  House  who 
do  not  consider  it  expedient  that,  at  this 
early  period  of  the  Session,  a  declaration 
should  be  mado  by  the  Government  of  the 
general  policy  it  means  to  pursue  with  re- 
gard to  our  colonial  affairs.  So  many  state- 
ments have  been  made  on  the  subject,  such 
a  variety  of  views,  of  interests,  so  many 
various  facts  have  been  put  forward,  that 
it  is,  beyond  doubt,  desirable  and  necessary 
that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  should  not 
delay  to  declare  what  are  the  opinions  they 
entertain  as  to  the  great  colonial  affairs 
committed  for  the  time  to  their  charge, 
and  as  to  what  should  be  the  permanent 
colonial  policy  of  this  country.  In  under- 
taking this  tasky  I  am  appalled  by  its  mag- 


nitude; I  feel  that  I  am  not  able  ade- 
quately to  discharge  it;  but  I  consider  it 
most  desirable,  if  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  enable  this  House,  in  the  course  of 
the  various  discussions  it  may  hold  upon 
subjects  connected  with  the  colonies,  to 
form  some  clear  judgment  as  to  the  general 
principles  which  should  guide  it  in  its  de- 
liberations. It  is  important  that  you  should 
know  on  what  it  is  you  will  have  to  de- 
liberate :  if  your  public  spirit  should  in- 
duce you  to  preserve  your  colonies,  or  if 
your  wisdom  should  induce  you  to  amend 
your  policy;  or,  finally,  if  an  unhappy 
judgment  should  induce  you  to  abandon 
your  colonies,  it  is  essential  to  know  what 
it  is  you  would  preserve,  or  amend,  or 
abandon.  It  is  a  great  consolation  for  me 
to  reflect  that  there  are  several  Members 
of  the  House  who  have  applied  themselves 
to  colonial  questions,  and  who  have  shown 
great  ability  and  knowledge  in  that  pur- 
suit. I  may  mention  among  others,  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Southwark, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Shef- 
field, who  have,  in  speeches  addressed  to 
this  House,  and  in  printed  pamphlets,  dis- 
played very  considerable  talent,  and  much 
study  of  this  most  important  subject. 

In  considering  this  question,  I  will  first 
state  generally  how  our  present  colonial 
empire  stands;  and  as  the  facts  in  detail 
must  be  familiar  to  most  Members  of  the 
House,   I   will  content    myself  with  the 
merest  outline  of  those  facts.      Putting 
aside  the  foundations  of  those  American 
colonies  which  afterwards  separated  from 
us,  and  dealing  only  with  our  present  colo- 
nies, I  will  state  that  our  first  settlements 
in  the  West  Indies  date  from  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  reign  of  James  I.,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  that  is 
to  say,  before  the  beginning  of  the  civil 
war.     Islands  which  had  been  discovered 
and  afterwards  abandoned  by  the  Spaniards, 
were  at  that  period  found  by  British  navi- 
gators to  produce  the  richest  fruits  of  the 
earth,  and  to  be  almost  without  inhabi-. 
tants,  the  former  population  having  been 
exterminated  by  Spanish  cruelty — ^proofs 
at  once  of  the  bounteous  benevolence  of 
Providence,  and  of  the  barbarous  wicked- 
ness of  man.     During  the   Protectorate, 
Cromwell  had  to  consider  the  pretensions, 
enforced  with  great  vigour,  of  Spain,  who 
insisted  that  not  only  none  of  her  disco- 
veries on  the  continent  of  America,  and 
none  of  its  islands,  should  be  occupied  by 
our  colonists;  but,  further,  that  we  should 
not  carry  on  trade  with  any  quarter  of  the. 


537 


Colanud 


{Feb.  8} 


Policy. 


538 


New  World.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  Cromwell,  with  his  high  notions  of 
British  power  and  energy,  would  yield  to 
such  pretensions;  and,  accordingly,  an  ex- 
pedition was  fitted  out  by  him,  which, 
though  it  did  not  attain  its  immediate  ob- 
ject, effected,  as  its  ultimate  result,  the 
conquest  of  Jamaica.  Afterwards,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  other  West  India 
islands  were  occupied  and  colonised.  Such, 
then,  was  the  beginning  of  our  first  colo- 
nial empire. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  next  cen- 
tury, during  the  war,  Gibraltar  fell  into 
our  hands.  After  the  glorious  war  of  1756, 
many  more  islands  were  added  to  our  do- 
minions, and  we,  besides,  obtained  posses- 
sion of  Canada,  as  to  the  acquisition  of 
which,  the  Marquess  de  Montcalm,  a  sa- 
gacious statesman  as  well  as  an  heroic  sol- 
dier, declared  that,  although  it  would  be  a 
loss  to  France,  it  would  lead  to*  the  separa- 
tion of  her  American  provinces  from  Eng- 
land, and  thus  compensate  to  France  for 
her  loss.  In  the  unfortunate  war  with  the 
united  prorinces  of  America,  our  losses 
were  far  greater  than  our  gains.  But,  in 
the  great  revolutionary  war  which  began 
in  1793,  we  made  further  additions,  by  the 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  Crown, 
which  were  confirmed  to  us,  as  cessions,  by 
the  peace  of  1814-1815. 

I  will  now  enumerate  to  the  House  the 
colonial  acquisitions  made  by  England  in 
the  periods  respectively  between  1600  and 
1700,  between  1700  and  1793,  and  between 
1793  and  1815:— From  1600  to  1700— 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Island,  Newfoundland,  Bermuda, 
Jamaica,  Honduras,  Bahamas,  Barbadoes, 
Antigua,  Montserrat,  St.  Chrfstopher's, 
Nevis,  Virgin  Islands,  Gambia,  St.  Helena. 
From  1700  to  1793— Canada,  St.  Vincent, 
Grenada,  Tobago,  Dominica,  Gibraltar, 
Sierra  Leone,  forts  and  settlements  on 
Gold  Coast,  New  South  Wales.  From 
1793  to  1815— St.  Lucia,  British  Guiana. 
Trinidad,  Malta,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Van 
Piemen's  Land,  Mauritius,  Ceylon.  I  will 
not  here  state  the  colonies  which  have  since 
been  formed.  There  will  be  other  occa- 
sions on  which  to  refer  to  them  in  the 
coarse  of  the  debate. 

I  will  proceed  to  explain  the  general 
principles  on  which  the  colonies  I  have 
enumerated  were  formed.  In  the  first 
place,  the  object  seems  to  have  been  to 
tend  out  settlers  from  this  country,  and 
to  enable  them  to  colonise  these  distant 
islands.     But,  in  the  next  place,  it  was 


evidently  the  system  of  this  country — as 
at  that  time  it  was  the  system  of  all  the 
European  countries  —  to  maintain  strict 
commercial  monopoly  in  relation  to  its  co- 
lonies. By  various  statutes,  to  which  I 
need  not  further  allude,  several  of  which 
have  been  very  recently  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  we  took  care  that 
all  the  trade  of  the  colonies  should  centre 
in  this  country;  that  all  their  productions 
should  be  sent  here,  and  that  no  other  na- 
tion should  bring  those  products  to  this 
country,  or  carry  them  abroad.  It  was 
conceived  that  we  derived  great  advantages 
from  this  monopoly;  and  Mr.  Dundas,  so 
late  as  1796,  speaking  of  the  colonies,  ex- 
pressed the  opinion,  that  unless  the  trade 
of  our  colonies  was  secured  by  us  with  mo- 
nopoly, they  would  find  a  market  for  their 
goods  elsewhere,  which  would  be  produc* 
tive  of  great  loss  and  detriment  to  the  na- 
tion. 

But  there  was  another  and  a  most  re- 
markable characteristic  attending  these 
colonies,  and  this  was,  that  wherever  Eng- 
lishmen have  been  sent,  or  have  chosen  to 
settle,  they  have  carried  with  them  the 
freedom  and  the  institutions  of  the  mother 
country.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
some  extracts  from  a  patent  given  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle  when  he  went  out  to  be 
Governor,  and  I  think  proprietor,  of  Barba- 
does, in  1627,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  : — 

"  Further  know  ye,  that  we,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  have  authorised  and  appointed 
the  said  James  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  his  heirs  (of 
whose  fidelity,  prudence,  justice,  and  wisdom  we 
have  great  confidence)  for  the  good  and  happy 
government  of  the  said  province,  whether  for  the 
public  security  of  the  said  province  or  the  private 
utility  of  every  man,  to  make,  erect,  and  set  forth, 
and  under  his  or  their  signet  to  publish,  such 
laws  as  he,  the  said  Earl  of  Carlisle,  or  his  heirs, 
with  the  consent,  assent,  and  approbation  of  the 
free  Inhabitants  of  the  said  province,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  thereunto  to  be  called,  and  in  such 
form  as  he  or  they  in  his  or  their  discretion  shall 
think  fit  and  best. 

"  We  will  also,  of  our  princely  grace,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  straightly  charge,  make, 
and  ordain,  that  the  said  province  be  of  our  alle- 
giance, and  that  all  and  every  subject  and  liege 
people  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  brought  or 
to  be  brought,  and  their  children,  whether  there 
bom,  or  afterwards  to  be  born,  become  natives 
and  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  and 
be  as  free  as  they  that  were  born  in  England  ;  and 
so  their  inheritance  within  our  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, or  other  our  dominions,  to  seek,  receive, 
take,  hold,  buy,  and  possess,  and  use  and  enjoy 
them  as  his  own,  and  to  give,  sell,  alter,  and  be- 
queath them  at  their  pleasure  ;  and  also  freely, 
quietly,  and  peaceably,  to  have  and  possess  all 
the  liberties,  franchises,  and  privileges  of  this 
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kingdolD,  and  them  to  use  &nd  enjo;  ni  lioge  peo- 
ple of  England,  whatter  born,  or  W  bo  born, 
vithout  impediment,  moleststion,  Teiation,  in- 
iurv,  oc  trouble  of  U8,  our  hcin, 


Such  were  the  tenns  on  which  the  King, 
whose  haughty  sBscrtion  of  his  preroga- 1 
tWe  afterwards  brought  about  the  civil  war,  | 
set  forth  the  rights  and  liberties  of  those  of, 
his  Engiiflh  subjecta  who  chose  to  reside 
in  the  colonj  of  Barbadoes. 

The  got'erninent  of  Jamaica,  settled  bj 
Cromwell,  was  at  first  a  [lurely  military 
government,  but  iu  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  it  was  made  likewise  a  constitution  a] 
government,  having  an  assembly,  nnd  the 
right  to  levy  taxes,  and  to  administer  its 
affairs  according  to  the  form  and  on  the 
model  o(  the  English  constitution.  It  so 
happened  that  this  policy  berame,  not  long 
after,  matter  of  question  in  the  King's 
Council.  In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of 
James  II.  a  question  was  raised  in  relation 
to  the  colony  of  Barbadoes,  and,  in  fact, 
affecting  all  the  British  colonies.  Mr.  Fox, 
copying  Barillon,  in  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject, writes ; — 
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"  Among  tbe  Tsrioua  objections 
IdemsD's  (Marqueaa  of  Halifax)  politiosi 
pies,  we  find  the  charge  most  relied  upon 
purpow  of  injuring  him  in  the  mind  of  the  king 
woi  founded  on  tlie  opinion  he  had  delivered  in 
eouncit,  in  favour  of  modelling  the  charters  of  the 
Britiah  Colonies  in  North  America  upon  the  prin- 
ciple! of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen. 
There  was  no  room  to  doubt  (he  was  accused  of 
saying)  that  the  same  laws  under  nbieh  we  live  in 
England  should  be  established  in  a  countrj  oom- 
posed  of  Englishmen.  Ho  even  dilated  upon  this, 
and  omitted  nons  of  the  reasons  bj  which  it  oan 
be  proved,  that  an  abiolute  govemmenCii  neither 
«o  happy  nor  so  safe  as  that  which  is  lemperod  by 
laws,  and  which  limits  the  authority  of  the  prinee. 
He  exaggerated,  it  was  said,  the  mischiefs  of  a  ao- 
Tereign  power,  and  doelared  plainly  that  he  could 
not  make  up  his  mtod  to  live  undor  a  king  who 
■honld  have  it  in  his  power  to  take,  when  he 
pleased,  the  money  be  might  have  in  bis  pooket." 

I  consider  it  to  be  very  remarkable  when 
we  find    the   nobleman  who   had   advised 
Charles  II.   to  dispense   with  his  Parlia- 
ment,  whose  knowledge    and  ability  had 
been  most  useful  to  that  monarch,  so  tho- 
roughly  imbued  with    the   principle    that 
Englishmen  everywhere  else,  ought  to  live 
free  as  Englishmen  at  home;  that  in  the 
King's    Council    when    the   question  was 
■nbmitted  to  him  whether  the  population 
of  an  Enghsh  colony  were  to  be  adjudged 
B  under  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  So- 
or  under  free  institutions,  he  de- 
ibly  and  unhesitatingly  iu  favour 


That  this  opinion  was  in  conformity  with 
the  general  constitution  of  these  coloniei, 
that  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  general 
^iptes  of  English  law,  is,  I  think, 
proved  by  the  opinion  of  Sir  Philip  Yorke, 
and  another  law-officer  of  the  Crown, 
which  was  quoted  by  Lord  Mansfield  in 
well-known  case  of  the  Jamaica  pro- 
clamation. The  Assembly  of  Jamaica, 
having  entered  upon  a  dispute  in  relation 
to  the  i\  per  cent  duties,  it  was  referred 
to  Sir  P.  Yorke  to  know  "  what  oonld  be 
if  the  Assembly  should  obstinately 
continue  to  withhold  all  the  nsnal  snp- 
ptiea?"  They  reported,  that  if  Jamaica 
was  still  to  be  considered  as  a  conquered 
island,  the  King  had  a  right  to  levy  taxes 
upon  the  inhabitants;  bnt  if  it  waa  to 
be  considered  in  the  same  light  u  the 
other  colonies,  no  tax  could  be  imposed 
upon  the  inhabitants  but  by  an  Assem- 
bly of  the  island,  or  by  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament. I  think  that  opinion  ia  quite 
su£Scient  with  respect  to  the  general  law 
on  the  subject. 

In  the  case  of  the  island  of  Grena^ 
that  island  baring  been  ceded  tn  us  by  the 
peace  of  Paris  of  1763,  the  King  issued  a 
proclamation,  by  which  he  gave  a  council 
and  an  assembly  to  the  island,  vith  power 

id  direction  to  the  governor,  with  the  od- 

:e  and  consent  of  the  council  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  to  make,  eon- 
stitute,  and  ordain  laws,  statutes,  and  ordi- 
nances for  the  good  government  thereof, 
and  to  levy  such  taxes  as  to  the  some  might 
seem  fit.  It  afterwards  became  a  question 
whether  the  King  had  a  right  to  tax  the 

Ceople  of  the  island  to  a  certun  amount  to 
e  paid  to  the  Crown,  and  Lord  llansfieU 
then  decHtred,  that  whatever  might  have 
been  the  power  of  the  Crown  at  the  time 
of  the  acquisition,  the  proclamation  wfaieh 
granted  to  the  oolonists  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges exercised  under  the  BrilishcoDStitti- 
tion,  placed  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Crown  afterwards  to  make  any  arbitrarj 
assessment. 

What  has  been  the  policy  since  that  pe- 
riod ?  For  various  reasons,  some  of  which 
I  can  imagine,  but  which  I  will  not  now 
etate,  from  the  peace  of  1763  to  the  peace 
which  followed  in  1814-1815,  though  there 
were  some  acquisitions  which  appeared  at 
that  time  to  he  in  a  similar  position  with 
the  islands  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  doea 
not  seem  to  liave  been  thought  desirable 
to  imitate  the  policy  which  hod  been  for- 
merly pursued,  and  therefore,  in  these  ac- 
quisitions, whether  under  ci^tulation,  or 
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by  an  Order  in  Council,  the  old  Spanish  or 
Dutch  institutions,  or  whatever  they  might 
be,  were,  for  the  most  part,  retained,  and 
the  goyemment  of  the  various  acquisitions 
was  not  formed  on  the  model  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution. 

With  reference  to  commercial  relations 
and  administration,  there  have  lately  been 
Tery  great  changes  adopted  deliberately  by 
the  Government  of  this  country,  or  rather 
have  been  going  on  for  many  years  past. 
In  1786  Mr.  Pitt  seems  to  have  had  for  a 
time  the  belief  that  the  relations  between 
our  West  India  colonies  and  the  North 
American  States,  now  become  the  United 
States  of  America,  could  be  carried  on 
much  as  they  had  been  when  the  latter 
were  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  this  policy  was  not  carried  into  effect ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  an  attempt  to 
establish  the  seats  of  a  strict  monopoly  at 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  with  a 
▼lew  to  the  supply  of  the  West  India 
Islands,  which  created  a  long  contest  with 
the  United  States.  At  length,  measures 
of  a  far  more  liberal  character  were  intro^^ 
dueed  and  carried  into  effect  by  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson,  with  reference  to  the  commerce  of 
our  West  India  colonies. 

Lately  we  have  gone  very  much  further 
in  this  direction.  By  the  repeal  last  year 
of  the  navigation  laws,  I  conceive  we  have 
entirely  put  an  end  to  the  whole  system  of 
commercial  monopoly  in  our  colonies.  We 
have  plainly  declared  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
if  we  require  productions  similar  to  those 
which  our  colonies  produce,  we  shall  be 
ready  to  take  them  from  other  parts  of  the 
world;  and  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  left 
the  colonists  free  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  products  of  other  countries  than 
our  own,  and  to  impose  upon  the  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain  equal  duties  with 
those  imposed  on  foreign  manufactures.  It 
is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  the  question 
whether  this  new  policy  is  a  right  or  a 
wrong  policy.  This,  however,  is  evident, 
that  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  produced 
nmch  surprise,  and  in  particular  cases  dis- 
content, in  some  of  our  colonial  possessions, 
on  ihe  other  hand  it  has  led  at  home  to 
questions  as  to  how  the  colonies  are  to  be 
in  future  managed,  and  to  a  question,  in 
aonie  quarters,  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
fetain  our  colonial  empire  at  all.  I  state 
tiiis  latter  proposition  broadly,  though  there 
ttre  various  modifications  of  it  in  various 
Joinds. 

Before  we  enter  upon  that  point  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  examine  what  has  been  the  in- 


crease in  several  of  these  colonies,  both  in 
population  and  in  wealth  under  our  domi- 
nion. I  will  first  take  the  increase  of  po- 
pulation, within  a  very  short  period,  since 
the  peace  of  1815,  in  British  North  Ame- 
rica. The  population  of  British  North 
America  in  1816  was  462,250  ;  in  1835, 
1,099,904  ;  in  1847,  1,866,891.  This  ac- 
count  comprises  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  at  the  present  moment 
the  population  of  those  regions  is  not  less 
than  2,000,000. 

The  population  in  Lower  Canada  was,  in 

1784,  113,000. 

1825,  423,630,  being  an  mcrease  in  41  yean  of 

310,630. 
1831,  511,022,  increase  in    6  years,    88,292,  or 

20  per  cent. 
1844,  690,782,  „         13  years,  178,860,  or 

35  per  cent. 
1848,  770,000,  „  4  years,    79,218,  or 

11  per  cent. 

The  population  of  Upper  Canada  was,  in 

1811,    77,000. 

1825,  158,027,  increase  of  14  years,    81,027,  or 

105  percent. 
1881,  284,681,  „  0  years,    77,654,  or 

48  per  cent. 
1842,486,055,  „         11  years,  251,874,  or 

107  per  cent. 
1848,  723,292,  „  6  years,  287,287,  or 

48  per  cent. 

The  population  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada  was  in 

1825,        581,657. 

1831,        746,603,  increase  in  6  years,  164,946, 

or  28  per  cent. 
1842-4,  1,176,887,        „  18  years,  480,234, 

or  57  per  cent. 
1848,       1,493,292,        „  4  years,  816,455, 

or  27  per  cent. 

This  is  the  increase  in  Upper  and  Lower 

Canada,  and  its  character  may  be.  more 

I  adequately  appreciated   by   a  comparison 

with  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the 

.  United    States,  which  I  will  give  you  at 

!  the  decennial  periods  in  which  the  regular 

I  census  there  is  taken. 

The  population   of  the   United   States 

was,  in 

1790,    3,929,827, 

1800,    5,305,925,  decennial  increase,  85*01 

1810,     7,239,814,  „  86*45 

1820,    9,654,596,  „  83-3« 

1830,  12,866,020,  „  88-26 

1840,  17,069,458,  „  32-67 

As  to  the  imports  and  exports  of  Ca- 
nada, New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia, 
in  the  last  few  years,  the  results  are  not 
less  remarkable : — 

The  imports  in  1835  amounted  to  £2,780,082 
1846  „  4,052,378 
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The  exports  in  1845  amounted  to    £1,929,605 
1846  „  3,201,992 

Tons. 
The  shipping  entered  inwards  in  1835,  1,077,874 

1847,   1,461,295 
That  entered  outwards in  1 835,  1 ,025,527 

1847,  1,494,634 


,, 


This,  at  all  events,  shows  a  most  remark- 
able increase  both  in  population  and  in 
wealth;  and  if  we  go  to  another  test  of 
wealth — the  assessment  for  local  taxation 
in  Upper  Canada — the  result  is  no  less 
remarkable.  This  has  been  the  annual 
amount  and  value  of  all  articles  assessed 
for  local  taxation  in  Upper  Canada,  under 
the  several  assessment  laws  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  province : — 

£  £ 
In  1825,  2,256,874. 

1830,  2,929,269 ;  increase  in  5  years,    672,395 

1835,3,880,994;  „                    951,725 

1840,  5.607,426 ;  „                 1,726,432 

1845,7.778,917;  „                2,171,491 

1847,8,667,001;  „       in  2  years,    788,084 

With  respect  to  another  portion  of  our 
colonies,  in  which  there  is  an  increase  of 
population  of  British  descent,  the  facts  are 
scarcely  less  remarkable.  I  look  now  more 
especially  to  our  Australian  colonies.  In 
1828  they  were  but  two — New  South 
Wales  and  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Their 
population  was  53,000,  and  their  exports, 
180,000^.  In  1848  the  Australian  colonies 
were  six,  their  population  had  increased  to 
350,Q00,  and  their  exports  to  no  less  than 
2,880,000^.  This  will  seem  still  more  re- 
markable when  I  state  that  at  the  time  of 
the  separation  from  this  country  of  our 
North  American  provinces,  the  whole  ex- 
ports of  those  provinces  did  not  exceed  in 
value  1,000,000^.  sterling.  In  1836  Port 
Phillip  scarcely  existed;  in  1846  it  pos- 
sessed 2,000  houses,  with  a  population  of 
10,000,  assessed  at  50,000^.,  and  the  whole 
population  of  the  district  was  30,000. 
Again,  South  Australia,  which  at  first, 
owing  to  some  error,  got  into  great  pecu- 
niary difficulties,  has  since  made  such  ex- 
traordinary progress  that  in  the  course  of 
ten  years  its  population  increased  to  25,000, 
and  the  exports  rose  in  value  to  300,0002. 
I  state  these  facts  to  show  that  with  re- 
ference to  a  large  class  of  colonies  under 
the  dominion  of  this  Crown,  there  has  been 
a  marked  increase  in  population  and  in 
wealth — to  show  the  value  of  those  rela- 
tions on  which  so  much  discussion  has 
taken  place,  the  course  of  which  has  de- 
veloped, I  must  think,  in  some  persons  a 
very  superficial  knowledge  of  the  subjects. 

I  will  now   proceed  to   colonies  which 


have  undergone  two  very  severe  trials,  the 
very  consequence  of  the  great  advantages 
which  they  peculiarly  derived  from  those 
laws  of  commercial  monopoly  which  this 
country  till  lately  maintained  as  part  of  its 
system,  and  the  alteration  of  which  sub- 
jected these  colonies — I  refer,  of  course,  to 
our  West  India  colonies — to  changes  which, 
in  the  view  of  some  parties,  involved  their 
certain  ruin.  The  great  social  change 
there  from  slavery  to  freedom,  however 
much  it  might  be  demanded  by  the  rules 
of  justice  and  the  precepts  of  Christianity, 
might  well  be  supposed  to  lead  to  a  dimi- 
nution of  industry  in  those  colonies,  and 
more  especially  of  the  more  irksome  and 
painful  descriptions  of  labour.  Again,  the 
changes  which  took  place  in  late  years — 
first  admitting  foreign  free-labour  sugar, 
and  then  admitting  foreign  slave-labour 
sugar  —  exposed  these  colonies  to  a  very 
severe  trial.  Yet  if  the  House  will  attend 
to  a  few  figures,  exhibiting  the  imports 
of  sugar,  first,  from  our  West  India  colo-' 
nies,  and  then  generally  from  the  Britbh 
possessions  abroad,  they  will  have  much 
reason  to  see  that  the  West  India  colonies 
have  undergone  the  trial  with  far  more 
success  than  might  have  been  expected. 

When  I  speak  of  the  British  possessions, 
of  course  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that, 
had  the  monopoly  been  maintained,  the 
West  Indies  would  have  had  to  compete 
with  the  Mauritius  and  the  East  Indies. 
Taking  these  three  years,  1815,  1816, 
1817,  before  any  of  these  changes  took 
place,  I  find  that  the  West  Indies  fur- 
nished for  consumption  in  this  country  an 
average  of  2,947,824  cwt.  of  sugar:  in 
the  three  years,  1830,  1831,  1832,  before 
emancipation  took  place,  an  average  of 
3,895,820  cwt.  In  the  three  years,  1843, 
1844,  1845,  before  the  great  change  of 
the  sugar  duties,  2,645,212  cwt.  of  suffar: 
and  in  the  three  years,  1847,  1848,  lo49, 
after  both  had  been  in  operation,  2,807,667 
cwt.  If  you  compare  the  first  amount 
I  read  to  the  House  with  the  last,  you  will 
see  the  change  has  been  from  2,947,824 
cwt.  to  2,807,667  cwt. — a  much  less  dimi- 
nution of  the  quantity  of  sugar  consumed 
in  this  country  from  the  West  Indies  than, 
I  think,  any  one  expected  previously  to 
the  great  changes  which  have  been  made. 
But  if  we  take  the  whole  amount  received 
from  the  British  possessions,  the  account 
stands  thus:  —  The  average  quantity  of 
sugar  imported  in  the  three  years  from 
1815  was  2,982,608  cwt.;  in  the  three 
years  from  1830,  4,004,185  cwt.;  in  tlie 
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three  jean  from  1843,  4,327,054  cirt.; 
mnd  in  the  last  three  years,  1847,  1848, 
and  1849,  no  less  than  5,058,755  cwt.; 
being  an  increase  of  more  than  2,000,000 
owt.  orer  the  quantity  of  sugar  from  the 
British  possessions  consumed  in  this  coun* 
try  in  1816.  Now,  considering  the  severe 
trials  the  colonies  have  had  to  undergo,  1 
do  say  that  this  is  a  most  satisfactory  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  British  posses- 
sions, so  far  as  the  production  of  a  rery 
valuahle  article  is  concerned. 

Having  shown  the  increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  this  hranch  of  commerce 
with  our  colonies  since  1815,  1  come  now 
to  a  question  which  has  heen  much  agi- 
tated, and  which  has  found  supporters  of 
very  considerable  ability — namely,  that  we 
■hould  no  longer  think  it  worth  our  while 
to  maintain  our  colonial  empire.  1  say,  in 
the  first  place,  with  regard  to  this  proposal, 
that  I  consider  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty 
to  maintain  the  colonies  which  have  been 
placed  under  our  own  charge.  1  think  we 
cannot  get  rid  of  the  obligation  and  cespon- 
■ibilitj  to  govern  those  colonies  for  their 
benefit,  and  I  trust  we  may  be  the  instru- 
ments of  improving  and  civilising  those 
portions  of  the  world  in  which  they  are 
situated.  In  the  next  place,  1  say  that 
there  are  many  reasons  why  we  should 
consider  that  our  colonies  form  part  of  the 
strength  of  the  empire.  1  think  that,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  it  is  a  question  of 
the  utmost  importance  whether  we  should 
retain  these  supports  of  the  imperial  au- 
thority of  this  country,  or  whether  we 
ehould  be  deprived  of  them. 

I  would  observe,  further,  that  there  are 
in  some  of  these  colonies  native  races 
which  we  have  been  able,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, to  civilise,  and  which  we  have  brought 
in  order  and  subjection  to  authority.  There 
is  now  in  one  of  our  recent  colonies  a  most 
remarkable  race,  1  mean  the  population  of 
New  Zealand,  which  not  many  years  ago 
was  given  up  to  practices  the  most  abhor- 
rent to  humanity,  but  which,  from  inter- 
eonrse  and  communication  with  our  coun- 
tiTmen,  appears  to  be  far  more  capable  of 
civilisation  than  almost  any  of  the  savage 
imcea  with  which  we  have  come  in  contact. 
There  is  also  another  race,  the  natives  of 
the  district  of  Natal,  in  Africa,  which  shows 
every  sign  of  docility  and  fitness  for  learn* 
ing  the  arts  of  civilised  life.  There  are 
other  people,  also,  who,  if  they  were  aban- 
doned by  us,  would  undoubtedly  relapse 
into  their  savage  habits,  and  who  would 
prolNibly  commence  a  war  of  races  with  the 

VOL.  CVIII.     [third  series.] 


few  Europeans  who  would  be  left  in  com- 
mand of  them;  and  we  should  thus  give  up 
parts  of  the  world  which  have  been  reclaim- 
ed from  barbarism  to  most  cruel  and  deso- 
lating warfare. 

But  there  are  other  matters  relating  to 
the  imperial  authority,  and  to  the  security 
of  this  country,  which  cannot  be  lost  sight 
of  in  considering  the  value  of  our  colonies. 
Every  one  will  admit  the  value  of  that 
commerce  which  penetrates  to  every  part 
of  the  globe;  and  many  of  those  colonies 
give  harbours  and  security  to  that  trade, 
which  are  most  useitil  in  time  of  peace,  but 
are  absolutely  necessary  in  time  of  war.  I 
think  that  the  persons  who  talk  about  giv- 
ing up  the  colonies,  without  much  investi- 
gating the  subject,  do  not  consider  what 
would  be  the  probable  result  with  respect 
to  a  great  number  of  those  colonies.  It  is 
easy  to  say,  that  because  the  United  States 
have  formed  a  prosperous,  and  civilised^ 
and  free  community,  and  that  because  they 
are  not  only  great  customers  for  our  goods, 
but  also  receive  our  emigrants,  other  colo- 
nies might  take  the  same  course  with  equal 
advantage.  But  many  of  oar  colonies 
would  be  wholly  unable  to  do  so,  not  hav* 
ing  the  means  of  preserving  anything  like 
independence  or  security  amidst  the  sava|;e 
races  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  Whfl|y 
then,  would  they  do  ?  If  they  were  aban- 
doned by  Great  Britain,  they  would  most 
naturally  and  justly  apply  to  some  other 
country  for  protection.  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  would  apply  to  Holland;  the  Mauri- 
tius to  France;  other  colonies  would  apply 
to  other  States,  and  they  would  say,  •*  We 
have  been  abandoned  by  those  to  whom  we 
were  bound  by  allegiance;  protection  is 
now  taken  from  us,  and  we  ask  you  to  be- 
come our  protectors,  and  to  receive  our  al- 
legiance.' Who  can  doubt  that  other 
countries  would  readily  afford  the  protec- 
tion so  asked,  and  that  they  would  become 
strong  on  what  would  be  our  weakness  ? 

Sir,  if  this  scheme  is  not  consistent 
either  with  our  honour  or  with  our  policy, 
there  are  others  which  have  been  proposed 
which  1  think  equally  objectionable.  One 
is,  that  we  should  altogether  abandon  any 
share  in  the  government  of  our  colonies, 
and  that  we  should  likewise  refuse  them 
any  means  of  defencci  1  think,  Sir,  that 
such  a  system  would  very  soon  lead  to  the 
same  result  as  the  proposal  1  have  just  no- 
ticed. These  colonies  would  say^  '*  If  we 
are  not  to  be  defended — if  we  hte  to  re- 
ceive no  support  from  Great  Britain — ^let 
us  look  for  other  protectors;  let  us  ask 
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other  States  if  they  will  assist  us  with  their 
arms,  und  protect  us  against  any  attacks 
which  may  be  made  upon  us." 

Another  scheme  which  has  been  pro- 
posed is,  that  a  certain  description  of  laws 
adopted  by  the  colonial  legislatures  should 
require  the  assent  of  the  imperial  authority, 
but  that,  with  regard  generally  to  the  acts 
of  the  colonial  legislatures,  no  such  sanction 
should  be  requisite;  and  that  a  line  should 
be  drawn  between  those  laws  which  require 
the  assent  of  the  Crown,  and  those  which 
should  be  enforced  without  such  assent. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  draw  any  such  distinction.  I  think 
we  had  a  strong  proof  of  this  in  the  debates 
which  took  place  last  year  with  respect  to 
a  measure  which  was  passed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  by  the  Governor  of  Canada.  It  was 
asserted  in  this  House  that  that  was  a  mea- 
sure which  ought  not  to  receive  the  assent 
of  the  Crown,  and  that  Her  Majesty  ought 
to  reject  it,  although  it  had  been  affirmed 
by  all  the  Canadian  authorities.  The  Go- 
vernment, on  the  other  hand,  maintained 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  local  government, 
and  that  the  will  of  the  colony,  expressed 
deliberately  by  the  legislature,  ought  to 
be  affirmed.  I  do  not  wish  to  revive  that 
contest.  I  may  say,  however,  that  my 
opinion  is  very  strong  that  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  local  authorities  to  decide;  but  I 
mention  this  as  an  instance  of  the  diffi- 
culty there  would  be  in  drawing  a  precise 
line,  and  to  show  that  any  attempt  to  draw 
such  a  line  would  be  most  likely  to  raise 
disputes  as  to  whether  a  particular  law 
came  within,  or  stood  without,  that  line.  I 
believe  that  any  man  acquainted  with  the 
administration  of  the  colonies,  will  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  only  in  rare  cases 
that  the  authority  of  the  Crown  ought  to 
be  interposed;  and  that,  with  respect  to 
local  affairs,  the  executive  and  legislative 
authorities  of  the  colony  are  the  best 
judges. 

Upon  this  subject,  however,  I  may  say 

that  there  was  an  interference  during  many 

■years,  which,  whether  necessary  or  not, 

provoked  a  great  deal  of  irritation  in  a  large 

number  of  the  colonies,  but  which  is  now 

entirely  removed.     I  allude  to  the   inter- 

fei  of  the   Imperial   Government   in 

i        in  of  our  colonies,  first,  with  respect 

4o  ;       es;   next,  with  regard  to  appren- 

b;    and,   lastly,   with   respect  to   the 

population  when  they  were  first  per- 

a.to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  freedom. 

Ihoughi  by  the  Executive  Govern- 


ment, and  their  proposal  was  agreed  to  bj 
this  House,  that  certain  rules  should  be 
laid  down  for  the  management  of  slaves, 
and  especially  that  certain  modes  of  dis- 
cipline and  punishment,  which  the  West 
Indian  planters  deemed  necessary  for  the 
management  of  those  slaves,  but  which 
the  people  of  England  considered  cruel  and 
barbarous,  should  not  be  permitted.  After- 
wards, when  the  slaves  became  appren- 
tices, the  laws  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  were  strictly  carried  out ;  and 
there  was  a  constant  jealousy  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  which  natu- 
rally reached  those  who  had  the  conduct 
of  colonial  affairs,  lest  by  means  of  cer- 
tain laws  to  prevent  depredations,  and  to 
establish  a  rural  police,  those  who  had 
been  recently  emancipated  by  a  great  sa- 
crifice on  the  part  of  the  English  people 
should  again  be  brought  into  a  state  of 
slavery.  It  so  happened  that  when  I  was 
at  the  Colonial  Office  these  measures  of  jea- 
lousy and  restriction  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  this  country  were  still 
going  on ;  and  Lord  Metcalfe,  who,  in  every 
part  of  the  world  in  which  he  served  his 
country  showed  his  good  sense  and  capa- 
city, wrote  to  me,  and  said  in  substance, 
'*  You  need  no  longer  be  in  any  fear  with 
respect  to  the  labourers  of  Jamaica,  be- 
cause, so  far  from  its  being  a  case  of  la- 
bourers looking  for  employment,  the  fact 
is  that  the  employers  are  endeavouring  at 
very  great  pains  and  expense  to  entice  the 
labourers  to  work."  These  measures  of 
precaution,  and  these  symptoms  of  jea- 
lousy, soon  afterwards  ceased;  and  al- 
though interference  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  I  believe  that  there  exists 
no  longer  any  dissension  on  this  head  be- 
tween the  Government  at  home  and  the 
colonial  legislatures. 

Returning  again  to  consider  this  subject, 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
Government  and  the  House  should  deter- 
mine and  declare  what  are  the  principles 
upon  which  they  will  hereafter  proceed. 
If,  as  I  firmly  believe,  it  is  our  duty  to 
maintain  our  great  and  valuable  colonial 
empire,  let  us  see  that  those  principles  are 
sound  which  we  adopt  in  our  colonial  ad- 
ministration ;  let  us  see  that  they  are 
likely  to  conduce  to  the  credit  of  this 
country,  and  to  contribute  to  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  our  colonies. 

With  regard  to  our  commercial  policy, 
I  have  already  said  that  the  whole  system 
of  monopoly  is  swept  away.  What  we 
have  in  future  to  provide  for  is,  that  there 
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sball  be  ho  duties  of  monopoly  in  favour 
of  one  nation,  and  against  another,  and 
that  there  shall  be  no  duties  so  high  as  to 
be  prohibitorj  against  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  this  country.  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  ask  this  in  return  for  the 
protection  which  we  afford  to  the  colonies. 

I  now  come  to  the  question,  as  to  the 
mode  of  governing  our  colonies.  I  think 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  we  cannot  do 
better  than  refer  to  those  maxims  of  policy 
by  which  our  ancestors  were  guided  upon 
this  subject.  It  appears  to  me,  that  in 
providing  that  wherever  Englishmen  went, 
they  should  enjoy  English  freedom,  and 
have  English  institutions,  they  acted  justly 
and  wisely.  They  adopted  a  course  which 
was  calculated  to  promote  a  harmonious 
feeling  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies,  and  which  enabled  those  who 
went  out  to  these  distant  possessions  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  communities  of  which 
England  may  always  be  proud. 

Well,  Sir,  let  us  see  how  we  stand  on 
this  subject.  I  have  here  a  declaration 
with  regard  to  our  colonial  policy,  signed 
by  a  number  of  Gentlemen,  comprising,  I 
think  some  twelve  or  fourteen  Members  of 
this  House,  and  some  three  or  four  Peers, 
Members  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  think  the  course  taken  by  these 
Gentlemen,  of  forming  themselves  into  an 
association,  and  corresponding  with  the  co- 
lonies, is  a  measure  of  very  dubious  policy. 
I  conceive  that,  in  their  character  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  they  might  fairly  declare 
what  were  their  views  and  opinions,  and 
that  they  might  call  upon  the  Government 
either  to  agree  to,  or  to  show  reasons  for 
dissenting  from,  the  policy  they  recom- 
mended. If  they  had  done  that,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  made  no  complaint  of 
their  proceedings,  nor  do  I  now  wish  to 
enter  further  into  that  subject.  I  observe 
that  with  regard  to  general  principles, 
having  expressed  sentiments  not  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  I  have  just  stated,  they 
proeeed  to  say — 

**  The  council  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  right  and  expedient  to  delegate  to  all  the 
Britii^  colonies,  whose  population  has  been 
mainly  formed,  or  is  being  still  augmented  by 
emiffration  from  this  country,  full  authority  to  ad- 
mfauster  their  own  affairs.  That  the  colonies 
wUeh  are  at  present  entitled  to  self-government, 
avB  the  North  American  colonies,  the  South 
^^tWp  colonies,  the  Australian  colonies,  Van 
INenien's  Land,  and  New  Zealand.  To  these 
ookmies  the  council  have  determined  to  limit  their 
in  the  first  instance." 


Now,  I  will  take  these  colonies  in  the 
order  in  which  the  association  has  men- 
tioned them,  and  I  will  state  what  has 
been  and  is  the  policy  of  the  present  Go-* 
vemment  with  regard  to  them.  Of  the 
North  American  colonies  I  will  take,  ia 
the  first  place,  Canada. 

Up  to  1828  there  were  very  grave  dis- 
sensions  between   the   Ministers    of  the 
Crown  in  this  country  and  the  Canadian 
people.     The  Government  of  this  country 
thought   themselves  justified  in  applying 
the  taxes  of  Canada  without  the  authority 
or  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  Huskisson  proposed  an   inquiry  into 
that  subject.     Parliament,  for  a  long  time, 
turned  its  attention  to  the  matter.     Com- 
missions were  sent  out ;  Committees  were 
appointed;  but,  in  the  end,  an  insurrection 
broke  out  in  Canada,  and  blood  was  shed 
both  in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Provinces. 
The  Government  of  which  I  was  a  Member 
thought  it  necessary,  for  a  time,  to  sus- 
pend the  constitution  of  the  colony.     We 
afterwards  proposed  the  union  of  the  two 
provinces,  and  also  to  give  the  colony  am- 
ple powers  of  legislation.     In  establishing 
that  kind  of  government  in  so  important 
a  province,  a  question  arose  which,  I  trust, 
has  been  solved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people  of  Canada,  although  it  is  one  which 
could  not  be  solved  in  the  same  manner  in 
a  province  of  less  importance,  and  of  less 
extensive  population.     The  popular  party 
in  Canada,  proposed  that  they  should  have 
what  they  called   responsible  government 
— that  is  to  say,  that  not  only  should  there 
be  a  legislature  freely  elected,  but  that  in- 
stead of  what  had  become  the  custom,  that 
the  Ministry  should  be  named  by  the  Go- 
vernor General  totally  irrespective  of  the 
prevailing  opinions  of  the  Legislature,  they 
should  be  taken  from  that  party  in   the 
Assembly  which  was  supported  by  a  majo- 
rity.   That  plan  was  adopted.    During  the 
time  that  Lord  Glenelg  held  the  Colonial 
Secretaryship,  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  I  believe 
is  now  in  office  in  Canada,  came  to  this 
country.     Lord  Glenelg  informed  me  that, 
for  particular  reasons,  be  could  not  see  Mr, 
Baldin,  but  he  wished  me  to  see  him,  and 
to  hear  his  statement.     I  met  Mr.  Bald- 
win.    My  opinion  when  I  met  him  was, 
that  I  should  very  widely  disagree  with 
him,  and  his  opinion  probably  was  that  he 
would  very  widely  diflfer  from   me;    but,, 
after  a  long  conversation,  and  mutual  ex- 
planations, we  came  to  a  result  which  was 
one  of  nearly  entire  agreement  with  respect 
to  the  government  of  Canada.     That  go- 
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▼ernment  has  been  condacted  of  late  years 
in  conformity  with  what  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  believe  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Canada.  When  Lord  Elgin  saw 
that  the  Ministry  he  had  found  in  office 
had  narrow  majorities  in  the  Assembly,  he 
proposed  either  that  they  should  continue 
in  office  until  they  were  obstructed  by  ad- 
Terse  Totes,  or  that  they  should  dissolve 
the  Assembly.  They  preferred  to  dissolve 
the  Assembly.  The  new  Assembly  which 
was  returned  gave  a  great  majority  to  their 
adversaries,  and  Lord  Elgin  placed  their 
adversaries  in  office.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  carry  out  more 
fairly,  or  more  fully,  the  principle  of  allow- 
ing the  province  to  manage  its  own  affairs. 
I  have,  however,  seen  bitter  complaints 
on  this  subject;  and  I  have  seen  that  some 
persons  have  even  gone  the  length  of  pro- 
posing that,  instead  of  remaining  subject 
to  Her  Majesty,  the  province  of  Canada 
should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States. 
To  that  proposal,  of  course,  the  Crown 
could  give  nothing  but  a  decided  negative; 
and  I  trust,  although  such  a  suggestion 
has  been  made,  that,  from  the  characters 
of  several  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  it  is  not  their  in- 
tention to  push  their  project  of  joining  a 
neighbouring  State  to  the  ultimate  result 
of  endeavouring  by  force  of  arms  to  effect 
a  separation  from  Great  Britain;  but  that, 
knowing  the  determined  will  of  the  Sove- 
reign of  this  country,  and  of  Her  advisers, 
not  to  permit  that  project  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  they  will  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  Crown.  I  wonder,  at  the 
same  time,  that  any  persons  who  profess 
loyalty  to  the  Sovereign  should  have  en- 
tertained a  project  which,  if  unfortunately 
any  international  difference  occurred  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  might  have  placed  them  in  a 
position  of  raising  their  arms  against  Bri- 
tish authority,  and  of  fighting  against  the 
British  flag.  Such,  then,  is  the  condition 
of  Canada.  If  the  present  Ministry  in 
Canada  are  sustained  by  popular  opinion 
~  and  I  believe  the  late  elections  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  recess  in  Canada  rather 
show  that  they  will  be — if  they  are  sus- 
tained by  public  opinion,  and  by  the  As- 
sembly, they  will  remain  in  office;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  opinion  of  the  province 
■hall  be  adverse  to  them,  the  Governor 
General  will  take  other  advisers,  and  he 
inll  act  strictly  according  to  the  rule  that 
has  been  adopted  here. 
-   With  respect,  likewise,  to  ^va  Scotia 


and  New  Bninswick,  no  very  long  time 
ago  the  Executive  Cooneil  was  the  same 
body  as  the  Legislative  Council,  and  there 
was  no  separate  L^^ative  Council;  bat 
— I  think  it  was  when  Lord  Glenelg  held 
the  seals  of  office — a  change  was  made, 
and  the  councillors  have  been  chosen,  if 
not  from  a  particular  party,  in  such  a  man- 
ner  as  to  conciliate  the  opinion  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  to  command  ^e  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  Legislature  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  for  New  Brunswick.  We  have  not 
heard  of  late  years  of  those  unhappy  £s* 
sensions  which  used  to  prevMl  when  the 
Executive  Councillors  of  the  Government 
found  themselves  in  a  small  minority  in  the 
Assembly.  With  respect  then  to  Canada^ 
Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  the  prin* 
ciple  which  this  Association  wishes  to  have 
carried  into  execution  has  been  carried  in* 
to  execution;  and  I  should  say  that  the 
consequence  has  been,  and  must  he,  that 
there  have  been  far  fewer  qnestions  brought 
before  the  Secretary  of  State  than  there 
used  to  be.  In  regard  to  many  questions 
of  official  conduct  or  misconduct*  with  re- 
gard to  many  local  affairs  in  which  it  oould 
be  nothing  but  a  difficulty  and  embamuia- 
ment  for  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  he  called 
upon  to  decide,  he  is  not  obliged  to  say  a 
word;  they  are  settled  in  the  province;  the 
Governor  informing  him  of  the  £scts,  if  he 
thinks  they  are  of  importance.  The  go- 
vernment is  carried  on  therefore  with  leas 
resort  to  this  country  than  used  to  be  the 
case. 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  South  African 
colonies.  The  chief  of  these  is  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  With  respect  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  there  has  been,  of  late 
years,  a  discussion  with  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  representative  govemmoit. 
Lord  Stanley  had  that  question  under  his 
consideration  ;  and  without  at  all  refusing 
the  introduction  of  representative  govem- 
ment,  he  pointed  out  many  difficulties 
which  had  to  be  considered  before  the  de- 
cision was  ultimately  come  to.  Those  dif- 
ficulties, and  indeed  every  topic  connected 
with  the  subject,  have  been  discussed  in 
the  Cape  by  the  Governor  and  his  advisers, 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  others,  who  are  fiilly  competent 
to  form  an  opinion  from  their  general 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  likewise  from  their  local  know- 
ledge of  the  interests  of  the  colony ;  and 
the  result  is,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  come  to  the  decision  that  repre- 
sentative institutions  shall  be  introduced 
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at  the  Cape.     With  respect  to  the  repre- 
sentatiye  assemblj,  they  have  adopted  a 
franchise,  into  the  particulars  of  which  I 
shall  not  now  enter,  for  the  papers  are  in 
the  hands  of  Members,  enabling  them  to 
judge  of  the  proposal;    a  representative 
assemblj  will  be  chosen  by  persons  having 
a  certain  amount  of  property,  and  qualified 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  specified. 
But  a  question  arose  as  to  the  formation 
of  what  is   called   in   other  colonies  the 
legislative  council ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
Her  Majesty's  Government   came  to  the 
opinion,  that,  instead  of  imitating  the  con* 
Btitution  of  Jamaica,  or  that  of  Canada,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  introduce  into  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  a  council  which  should 
be  elective,  but  elected  by  persons  having 
a    considerably  higher   qualification   than 
that  of  the  electors  of  the  representative 
assembly.  These,  it  was  considered,  might 
be  persons  who  had  been  named  by  the 
Crown  as  persons  of  weight  and  influence, 
as  magistrates  and  others,  or  persons  who 
had  been  selected  by  municipal  councils  as 
persons  entitled  to  the  highest  offices  which 
they  could  confer.     It  is  proposed  that  the 
representative  assembly  should  have  a  du- 
ration of  five  years,  and   the  legislative 
oooncil  a  duration  of  ten  years,  but  half  to 
resign  their  seats  at  the  expiration  of  five 
years.     Something  like  a  constitution  of 
thia  kind,  though  differing  in  some  very 
remarkable  particulars,  is  now  in  operation 
in  Belgium,  where,  instead  of  having  a 
hereditary  council,   there  is  an   elective 
council,  which,  I  think,  has  a  duration  of 
eight  years,  half  being  elected  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  four  years.     Of  course 


principle  of  having  a  council  and  assembly, 
as  hitherto,  in  imitation  of  the  Government 
of  this  country,  has  been  usually  the  form 
most  palatable  and  popular  in  our  oolonies; 
but  it  is  proposed  that  there  should  be  but 
one  council,  a  council  of  which  two-thirds 
shall  be  formed  of  representatives  elected 
by  the  people,  and  one-third  named  by  the 
Governor.  The  reason  for  adopting  this 
proposal  is,  that  after  a  great  deal  of  deli-^ 
beration,  that  plan  was  adopted  some  years 
ago,  and,  I  think,  was  finally  enacted  by 
Parliament  in  1842.  Since  that  time,  the 
scheme  has  been  found  so  far  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  that 
upon  the  whole,  so  far  as  we  could  ascer- 
tain their  sentiments,  they  appear  to  pre- 
fer that  form  of  popular  government  to 
that  which  is  more  in  analogy  with  the 
Government  of  this  country.  [•*  Hear, 
hear !  "  and  "  No  !  '*]  Well,  for  my  part, 
I  can  only  say  that  we  have  been  anxious 
to  adopt  that  form  which  was  the  most 
agreeable  to  the  views  of  the  colony,  and 
that,  if  in  New  South  Wales  there  had 
been  a  clear  and  prevalent  opinion  that  it 
was  advisable  to  leave  their  present  con- 
stitution, and  to  adopt  the  form  of  council 
and  assembly,  the  Government  would  have 
been  quite  ready  to  take  that  course,  and 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Council,  to  which 
this  question  was  referred,  would  have  pro- 
posed that  constitution. 

I  should  say,  speaking  upon  that  subject, 
with  regard  to  these  questions  of  colonial 
government,  that  upon  all  the  great  princi- 
ples of  government,  and  which  are  to  decide 
with  respect  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony  for 
a  considerable  time  to  come,  as  well  as  with 


this  experiment  is  new,  and  it  would  be  regard  to  questions  in  which  there  is  any 
presumptuous  to  say  that  it  will  entirely  |  peculiar  difficulty,  my  noble  Friend  the 
1  ucceed ;  but  the  Order  in  Council  having  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  consi- 
been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  its  intro-   dered  it  advisable  to  refer  these  questions 


duotion,  that  Order,  and  the  instructions 
founded  thereupon,  wiU  be  sent  out  to  the 
Cape;  and  any  amendments  with  regard 
to  the  details  which  have  been  settled  here 
may  be  considered  at  the  Cape  before  the 
measure  obtains  a  final  sanction. 

Sir,  the  next  colonies  to  which  these 
gentlemen  refer,  are  the  Australian  co- 
hmies.  Van  Diemen*s  Land,  and  New 
Zaaland. 

Now,  with  regard  to  Australia,  the  Bill 
which  I  have  to  ask  that  the  Chairman 
should  obtain  leave  to  bring  in,  will  pro- 
pose legislation  by  Parliament  upon  that 
snhject.  The  measure  which  I  propose, 
aaa  which  is  nearly  the  same  as  one  that 
VB9  proposed  last  year,  goes  not  on  the 


to  a  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  on  which 
my  Lord  Campbell,  Sir  Edward  Ryan,  and 
my  right  hon.  Friend  near  me,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  have  con- 
stantly sat,  and  given  their  mature  atten^ 
tion  to  the  subject.  I  believe  that  that  is  a 
very  advisable  plan,  and  that  it  enables  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  discuss  with  others 
the  various  reasons  for  the  propositions 
that  may  be  made,  and  ultimately  to  come 
to  a  better  decision  than  if  he  had  to  decide 
alone  upon  questions  of  this  order.  But, 
when  we  propose  that  this  shall  be  the 
form  of  government  for  New  South  Wales, 
I  should  add  that  we  propose  likewise  to 
give  the  colony  the  power  of  altering  their 
own  constitution  in  that  respect,  and  thaj^ 
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if  it  should  be  their  opinion  that  they  had 
better  resort  to  a  goyemment  by  legisbitiYe 
council  and  assembly,  there  would  be  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  the 
adoption  of  that  course. 

With  respect  to  other  matters,  there  is 
a  change,  though  not  a  very  considerable 
change,  in  the  Bill  as  it  was  first  proposed 
last  year;  for  we  then  proposed  that  the 
customs'  duties  which  now  preyail  in  New 
South  Wales  should  be  enacted  bv  Parlia- 
ment  for  the  whole  of  the  Australian  co- 
lonies, and  should  be  binding  till  they  were 
altered  by  the  proper  authorities.  We  have 
thought  that  although  it  is  a  most  desi- 
rable object  that  the  customs'  duties  should 
not  vary  in  the  different  AustraHan  colo- 
nies, it  is  not  advisable  to  enact  that  uni- 
formity by  authority  of  Parliament,  but 
that  it  is  better  to  leave  them  to  settle  for 
themselves  whether  they  will  not  adopt  a 
similar  tariff  for  all  the  various  parts  of 
Australia. 

We  propose  that  the  Port  Phillip  district 
shall  be  separated  from  New  South  Wales, 
and  that  it  should  likewise  have  its  council; 
and  that  there  should  likewise  be  intro- 
duced in  Van  Dieraen's  Land,  where  it  has 
not  existed  before,  a  popular  element  into 
the  Legislative  Council,  forming  that  coun- 
cil upon  the  same  principle  as  the  others, 
and  that  in  South  Australia  there  should 
be  a  similar  body. 

We  propose,  likewise,  that  on  the  pro- 
position of  two  of  these  colonies  there 
should  be  an  assembly  of  these  different 
Australian  councils,  that  they  should  have 
the  power  of  framing  the  same  tariff  for 
all,  and  that  they  should  have  various  other 
powers  which  we  think  might  be  found 
useful,  to  pervade  the  whole  of  these  colo- 
nies. To  that  body,  likewise,  we  propose 
to  refer  the  power  of  dealing  with  that 
question,  which  is  so  important  to  our  Aus- 
tralian colonies — the  price  of  the  waste 
lands.  After  many  arrangements  upon 
that  subject.  Parliament  enacted,  in  1842, 
that  208.  an  acre  should  be  the  price  fixed 
for  waste  lands  in  New  South  Wales  and 
the  Australian  colonies,  and  that  that 
price  should  not  be  capable  of  alteration. 
It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  a  great 
mischief  that  that  price  should  be  altered 
in  one  of  those  colonies,  and  remain  the 
same  in  the  others;  that  there  should  be  a 
bidding  by  one  colony  against  another  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  immigrants,  very 
much  depreciating  the  value  of  waste  lands, 
And  we  therefore  propose  that  if  an  altera- 
tion should   be    made,  it   should  be   an 


alteration    that    should    extend    to    the 

whole. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  need  enter  farther 
into  the  deeenpiion  of  this  Bill,  beesnse  the 
Bill  itself  was  in  the  hands  of  Members  at 
^e  end  of  last  Session;  as  I  haye  said, 
there  are  no  great  alterations  from  what 
was  then  proposed,  and  in  a  few  days  I 
trust  Members  will  again  haye  the  Bill  in 
their  hands,  and  they  can  canvass  its  eon- 
tents.  But  I  have  stated  enough  to  show 
that  both  in  the  North  American  colonies 
and  in  the  Australian  it  is  oar  disposition 
to  introduce  representative  institutions,  giye 
full  scope  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  those 
colonies,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  work 
their  way  to  their  own  prosperity  far  better 
than  if  they  were  controllcMl  and  r^olated 
by  any  ordinances  that  went  from  this 
country. 

With  respect  to  New  Zealand,  we  began 
very  soon,  in  1846,  showing  at  least  a  dis- 
position for  representative  institutions ; 
showing,  perhaps,  too  much  haste  in  the 
manner  in  which  we  adopted  them;  bat  we 
began  by  enacting  a  Bill  for  the  parpose  of 
introducing  representative  institutions  in 
New  Zealand.  The  very  able  Goyemor  of 
that  colony  pointed  out  the  difference  which 
exists  between  the  native  race  of  New  Zea- 
land and  any  of  those  native  races  with 
which  the  British  people  had  hitherto  had 
to  deal,  whether  in  North  America,  whe- 
ther at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  whether 
in  New  Holland  and  Van  Diemen's  Land. 
He  pointed  out  their  capacity  for  civilisa- 
tion; he  pointed  out  how  ill  they  would 
brook  the  interference  and  government  of 
a  small  number  of  persons  of  the  English 
race,  who  should  have  the  sole  legislative 
authority  over  them.  His  objections,  when 
they  reached  this  country,  were  felt  by  mj 
noble  Friend  and  by  the  Government  to  be 
founded  in  reason — founded  in  his  know- 
ledge of  the  people  among  whom  he  dwdt» 
and  whom  he  was  commissioned  to  govern; 
and  we  therefore  proposed  to  suspend  that 
constitution.  The  Governor  now  writes 
that  he  has  introduced  a  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  the  southern  part  of  New  Zealand; 
he  writes  also  that  it  is  his  opinion  that  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  fixed  by  Parlia- 
ment, representative  institutions  can  safely 
and  usefully  be  introduced  into  New  Zea- 
land. Therefore,  believing  his  opinion  to 
be  well  founded,  we  propose  only  to  wait 
for  any  further  representations  from  him 
as  to  any  alterations  that  should  be  made 
in  the  Act  which  passed  with  respect  to 
New  Zealand;  and  with  regard  to  time»  to 
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introduce  those  alterations,  that  the  con- 
stitution may  be  put  into  operation  at  the 
time  which  has  been  already  fixed  by  Par- 
liament. 

I  believe  I  have  now  gone  through  all 
the  colonies  for  which  the  gentlemen  of 
this  Association,  who  are  called  **  The 
Council,"  think  it  necessary  to  claim  free 
institutions.     They  say — 

"  They  abstain  for  the  present  from  offering 
any  opinion  as  to  the  government  of  those  depen- 
dencies in  which  the  mass  of  the  population  is 
composed  of  the  coloured  races,  such  as  the  West 
India  Islands,  Mauritius,  and  Ceylon;  and  they 
consider  that  military  stations,  such  as  Malta, 
Gibraltar,  Ac.,  ought  not  to  be  considered  colo- 
nies, and  need  not  necessarily  be  governed  as 
such.'* 

Now,  I  must  say,  whatever  may  be  the 
justice  of  the  opinions  contained  in  the 
former  part  of  their  representations,  that 
they  show  great  moderation  in  the  views 
they  thus  express.  I  will,  however,  state, 
wiw  regard  to  some  of  the  West  India  Is- 
lands, and  some  other  colonies,  what  has 
been  done,  and  is  proposed  to  be  done. 

With  regard  to  those  colonies  which  I 
mentioned  in  the  commencement  of  what 
I  addressed  to  the  House — Barbadoes,  and 
Jamaica,  and  the  older  West  Indian  colo- 
nies— they  have  for  a  long  time  enjoyed  a 
govemment  by  Council  and  Assembly;  and 
although  such  institutions  led  from  time  to 
time  to  differences  between  the  Governor 
and  the  Assembly,  I  do  not  think  with  re- 
gard to  them  there  is  likely  to  be  any  per- 
manent disagreement  or  any  evil  result. 
It  is  evident,  with  regard  to  Jamaica,  for 
instance,  although  the  Assembly  was  lately  ! 
disposed  to  press  an  immediate  reduction 
in  the  Judges'  salaries,  which  we  could  not 
think  to  be  just,  yet  that  the  very  reason- 
able opposition  made  in  the  Council,  and 
the  able  speech  of  the  Chief  Justice,  have 
produced  a  great  effect  in  that  island;  and 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  will  press  any 
great  reductions  but  those  they  can  make 
with  justice.  I  believe  the  reduction  al- 
ready made  will  amount  to  about  70,0001. 
jon  the  expenditure  of  the  island. 

With  regard  to  another  colony,  with  re- 
spect to  which  there  has  been  an  examina- 
tion by  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House 
. — with  regard  to  British  Guiana — when 
Mr.  Barkly  was  about  to  proceed  to  take 
the  govemment  of  that  island,  I  begged 
to  see  him;  I  told  him  that  from  my  im- 
pression, both  at  the  time  I  was  at  the  Co- 
Mmial  Office  and  since,  I  thought  that  the 
govemment  of  the  colony  was  placed  in 
|iie  handa  of  a  species  of  oligarchy;  that 


I  did  not  make  any  alteration  when  I  was 
Secretary  of  State,  seeing  that  the  change 
from  slavery  to  freedom  had  lately  taken 
place,  but  that  I  begged  his  instant  atten* 
tion  to  the  subject,  and  that  he  would  in- 
form me  whether  he  did  not  think  the 
constitution  might  be  amended  —  and, 
above  all,  that  there  should  be  a  wider 
basis  for  the  financial  council  of  the  island. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  references 
to  the  College  of  Kriegen  Combined  Court, 
the  Court  of  Financial  Representatives,  or 
other  bodies,  but  will  only  say  that  I  re- 
ceived a  very  able  letter  from  Governor 
Barkly  upon  the  subject,  and  that,  so  far 
as  the  extension  of  the  franchise  is  con- 
cerned, he  proposed  that  there  should  be 
an  extension,  and  he  carried  a  measure  for 
that  purpose.  New  elections  have  taken 
place,  and,  though  the  electors  have  not 
been  so  numerous  as  it  is  expected  they 
will  be  hereafter,  there  was  a  much  greater 
body  of  electors  than  has  ever  been  the 
case  before. 

A  question  has  been  raised  with  regard 
to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  Guiana; 
and  this,  I  think,  is  an  instance  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  for  gentlemen  to  cairy  into  effect 
the  principle  they  are  quite  ready  to  assert, 
namely,  that  the  colonies  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  manage  their  own  affairs,  and 
that  without  a  clear  and  absolute  necessity 
we  ought  not  to  interfere  in  that  manage- 
ment. The  salary  of  the  Governor  is 
5,0002.  a  year;  it  is  a  question  with  the 
colony  whether  it  ought  to  be  continued  at 
the  same  amount.  The  Government  has 
said  it  is  for  them  to  dispose  of  that  ques- 
tion. Many  might  say — if  I  were  an  in- 
habitant of  the  colony  I  should  be  disposed 
to  say — that,  having  a  considerable  expen- 
diture, it  is  far  better  to  give  a  sufficient 
salary;  that  they  are  more  likely  to  obtain 
men  to  undertake  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
who  are  competent  for  the  task,  by  giving 
a  large  and  liberal  salary,  than  if  they 
make  a  narrow  limit  to  the  amount;  others 
might  say  that  the  salary  is  excessive,  and 
ought  to  be  considerably  reduced.  But 
this  I  think  is  clear,  that  as  it  is  an  ex- 
penditure from  the  funds  of  British  Guiana, 
it  is  for  the  representatives  of  British 
Guiana,  and  not  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  prescribe  the  amount  of  that 
salary.  Yet,  though  that  is  the  case,  I 
hear  gentlemen  who  are  entirely  for  leaving 
colonies  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  de- 
clare that  whether  the  representatives  of 
the  colony  wish  it  or  not,  there  ought  to 
be  a  certain  amount  fixed  according  to 
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their  own  notion  of  what  may  be  proper 
for  the  Governor. 

With  regard  to  other  changes  in  the 
colony  of  British  Quiana,  although  Mr. 
Barkly  is  of  opinion  that  in  time  other 
changes  might  be  introduced,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  intends  immediately  to  pro- 
pose them.  He  thinks  the  changes  ought 
to  be  gradual — that  with  a  population  that  | 
not  long  ago  were  slaves,  and  among  whom  j 
there  is  often  considerable  excitement,  it  is 
advisable  gradually  to  alter  institutions, 
and  introduce  more  freedom. 

With  regard  to  Trinidad,  Lord  Harris, 
the  Governor,  writes  word  that  there  are 
no  less  than  seven  races  constituting  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony;  and  that  though, 
for  his  own  part,  he  thinks  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  have  any  general  popular  repre- 
sentation, yet  he  thinks,  and  justly  thinks, 
that  to  say  because  the  people  may  be  unfit 
for  popular  institutions  at  present,  and  you  | 
decide  not  to  introduce  them — ^you  would, 
therefore,  not  take  a  step  in  advance,  would 
be  to  interpose  a  continual  bar  to  their  ob- 
taining them.  He,  therefore,  proposes 
there  should  be  a  municipal  council  at  the 
seat  of  government,  and  that  they  should 
be  elective.  He  considers  there  would  be  | 
advantages  derived  from  the  formation  of  | 
such  a  council,  and  gives  various  reasons 
which  I  need  not  mention,  why  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  go  farther  at  present. 

With  respect  to  the  Mauritius,  Sir  G. 
Anderson  thinks  there  should  be  a  munici- 
pality appointed,  which  should  be  elective. 

With  respect  to  Malta,  again,  the  pre- 
sent Governor  has  done  what  many  per- 
sons would  have  thought  unadvisable  in 
Malta — but  which  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  so — namely,  he  has  introduced  some  ■ 
elective  members  into  the  Council.  As 
for  the  other  colonics,  I  need  not  go  into 
any  question  of  free  institutions  for  them. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  one  which 
can  be  mentioned  beyond  those  I  have 
named  which  should  at  present  have  any 
representative  institutions. 

I  come,  therefore,  Sir,  to  another  ques- 
tion— a  question  of  very  considerable  im- 
portance as  refering  to  the  colonies,  but 
which  is  not  in  itself  solely  and  strictly 
colonial.  I  mean  the  question  of  transpor- 
tation. It  was  decided  in  1786,  to  found 
a  penal  colony  in  New  South  Wales;  and  j 
measures  were  taken  for  that  purpose,  and 
a  certain  number  of  convicts  were  sent  out 
to  a  place  where  there  was  no  other  popu- 
lation. There  were  no  free  settlers  with 
iheflUp  and  hardly  a  sufficient  number  of 


persons  to  assist  them  with  respect  to  re- 
ligious instruction. 

Now  the  plan  of  transportation  must  be 
considered  altogether  as  one  which  concerns 
the  Parliament  of  this  country,  aa  far  as 
legislation  is  concerned — as  one  which  con- 
cerns the  Home  Secretary  far  m<Mre  than 
the  Secretary  for  the  OolonicB,  so  far  aa 
administration  is  concerned.  So  £ar  as  my 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
is  concerned,  he  would,  I  am  Bvae,  be  well 
satisfied  if  he  were  told  there  should  be  no 
more  convicts  sent  to  the  colonies,  and 
that  transportation  was  abolished;  bat  in- 
asmuch as  Parliament  has  decided— and 
decided  more  than  once — that  transporta- 
tion is  to  continue,  it  is  for  him  to  endea- 
Your  that  that  transportation  should  take 
place  in  a  manner  least  injurioos  to  the 
colonies.  That  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Par- 
liament and  the  country  to  continue  this 
system,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  say,  be- 
cause having  no  great  leaning  to  transpor- 
tation, and  not  much  approving  of  the  pun- 
ishment, when  I  attempted,  about  1840, 
to  diminish  the  number  of  convicts  sent 
abroad,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  this 
House  affirming  that  so  large  a  nnmber  (ji 
convicts  should  not  be  kept  in  this  eonntiy. 
I  say  further  it  is  the  wish  of  Parliament, 
because  when  the  two  Secretaries  of  State 
gave  their  opinion  in  writing  with  respect 
to  the  diminution  of  transportation,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  various  Judges  of  the  land 
were  heard  in  support  of  the  system  of 
transportation  as  being  necessary  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  criminal  law  of  the 
country.  Now,  if  this  be  the  case,  imtil 
that  view  be  altered,  the  Colonial  Seore^ 
tary  must  endeavour  to  canr  that  system 
of  transportation  into  effect  m  the  mannw 
which  may  enable  the  colonies  to  derive  as 
much  advantage,  with  as  little  injury  as 
possible. 

When  I  held  the  seals  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  I  became  acquainted  with  the  mis- 
chief transportation  has  done  in  New  South 
Wales;  and  I  advised  Her  Majesty  accord- 
ingly, and  obtained  an  Order  in  Council  to 
put  a  stop  to  transportation;  and  there  is 
no  act  of  mine,  while  I  was  in  the  Colonial 
Office,  to  which  I  look  with  greater  satis- 
faction than  having  done  so.  I  believe 
that  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  character  of  New  South  Wales — ^that 
the  altering  it  from  a  colony  of  which  one- 
half  the  inhabitants  were  convicts,  and  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  other  half 
were  ''  emancipees,"  as  they  were  called. 
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or  persons  who  had  been  transported,  to  a 
oolonj  of  free  people,  was  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  province.  I  believe  there 
are  at  present  in  New  South  Wales  200,000 
inhabitants,  and  only  6,000  of  theni  are 
convicts.  Whatever  number  of  convicts 
maj  be  introduced  in  future,  if  the  inhabi- 
tants wish  it,  it  is  evident  the  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  community  has  been  so  changed 
that  it  has  become  a  free  community,  and 
has  taken  its  place  among  the  free  colonies 
of  this  country. 

But  when  I  made  the  change  I  had  in 
▼iew  to  diminish  very  considerably  the 
total  number  of  convicts.  That  change, 
owing  partly  to  the  disposition  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  partly  to  the  Government  which 
SQOoeeded  us,  did  not  take  place.  A  large 
number  of  convicts  were  accordingly  sent 
to  Van  Diemen's  Land.  The  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Colonial  Department  in 
the  Government  which  succeeded  us,  found, 
however,  that  too  many  convicts  were  in- 
troduced into  that  colony,  and  proposed  to 
suspend  transportation  to  Van  Diemen's 
Land;  a  measure  which  was  carried  into 
effect  by  the  present  Government. 

The  present  Government,  on  coming  in- 
to office,  proposed  various  alterations  with 
respect  to  the  system  of  transportation, 
ana  proposed,  likewise,  that  in  cases  where 
colonies  were  willing  to  accept  of  a  small 
nmnber  of  convicts,  they  should  be  sent  to 
those  colonies;  it  being  always  understood 
that  convicts  should  not  be  forced  on  them 
against  their  will. 

It  happened  that,  among  the  causes  of 
pressure  which  arose  out  of  the  famine  in 
Ireland,  there  sprung  up  a  very  great  pres- 
sure from  the  large  number  of  persons  sen- 
tenced to  transportation,  the  crowded  state 
of  the  gaols,  and  the  mortality  taking  place 
in  consequence  in  these  gaols.  My  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonial  Department,  on  those  representa- 
tions reaching  him,  thought  he  would  be 
justified  in  sending  300  of  those  persons 
who  had  committed  crimes  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  the  famine,  and  had  been  sen- 
tenced to  transportation,  from  the  Bermu- 
das to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  that  if 
lie  did  so  they  would  be  received  by  the 
inhabitants.  It  appears  that  a  feeling — 
and  a  feeling  I  highly  commend  in  itseO" — 
a  feeling  of  fear  and  apprehension  that  the 
colony  might  be  made  a  penal  settlement 
--*4banded  on  what  I  think  exaggerated 
approhensions  with  respect  to  the  intro- 
dueticii  of  these  300  convicts — sprung  up 
al'ilM  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  that  there 


has  arisen  a  most  unfortunate  state  of 
things  there.  The  order,  authorising  trans* 
portation  to  the  Cape,  has  been  rescinded 
by  the  Queen  in  Council ;  instructions  have 
been  sent  out  for  the  ship  to  proceed  to 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  and  all  sources  of 
apprehension  and  opposition  will,  I  trust, 
cease  in  the  removal  of  all  grounds  for 
them. 

I  do  not  wish,  of  course,  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  with  respect  to  the  merits  of 
that  opposition — I  wish,  indeed,  to  touch 
as  little  matter  of  a  personal  nature  as  pos- 
sible, and  neither  to  take  credit  to  the  Go- 
vernment, nor  to  evade  censure,  for  what 
they  have  done,  only  stating  what  has 
already  taken  place,  and  so  much  of  past 
transactions  as  may  enable  the  House  to 
see  what  course  they  have  followed,  and 
what  will  be  the  future  policy  of  the  Go^ 
vernment. 

With  respect  to  the  future  management 
of  transportation,  it  is  a  subject  not  without 
considerable  difficulty.  The  legislature  of 
New  South  Wales  has  already  intimated 
its  desire  not  to  accept  any  more  convicts, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  when  a  ship  laden 
with  convicts— [Mr.  Hawes:  Two  ships,]  . 
— or,  as  my  hon.  Friend  near  me  informs 
me,  when  two  ships  laden  with  convicts 
arrived  there,  the  services  of  those  con- 
victs were  immediately  in  demand — and, 
indeed,  they  were  hired  more  easily  than 
the  free  emigrants.  But  it  must  be  ex- 
pected that  there  will,  more  and  more, 
arise  among  the  settled  colonies  an  aver- 
sion to  transported  convicts ;  and  this 
House  will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  to  con- 
sider, before  long,  whether  an  alteration 
shall  not  be  made  with  respect  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  transportation  as  regards  some 
classes  of  offences  not  of  the  gravest  char- 
acter. 

That  question,  however,  does  not  imme- 
diately press  on  us.  There  is  another 
question  of  the  very  greatest  consequence, 
and  which  some  persons,  indeed,  have  re- 
garded as  the  mam  point  to  be  considered 
with  respect  to  the  colonies.  I  mean  the 
question  of  emigration.  Now,  with  regard 
to  this  subject,  there  are  two  modes  in 
which  emigration  can  be  carried  on,  and 
two  modes  in  which  it  can  be  carried  on 
beneficially.  The  first  is  where  labourers, 
whose  labour  is  valuable  in  certain  States 
and  colonies,  go  out  in  numbers  to  those 
States  and  colonies,  and  fill  up,  as  it  were, 
the  interstices  of  society — whose  labour  is 
much  in  demand,  and  who,  from  being  in 
this  country  persons  on  the  brink  of  desti-^ 
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tutioD,  and  scarcely  obtaining  any  employ- 
ment, though  ready  to  give  their  toil  for 
the  smallest  pittance,  obtain  high  wages 
and  ample  subsistence  in  other  countries. 
Of  emigration  of  this  kind  there  has  been 
a  very  great  mass  directed  to  the  United 
States  and  the  British  North  American 
colonies. 

There  is  the  second  kind  of  emigration, 
which  is  formed  of  different  classes  of  the 
people,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  new 
colonics  in  places  where  English  and  Euro- 
pean society  does  not  already  exist.  Of  this 
kind,  likewise,  there  has  been  a  very  con- 
niderable  amount  going  on  from  thiscountry. 

As  regards  emigration  of  the  first  kind, 
I  have  here  some  accounts  which  have 
been  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Murdoch, 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Emigration 
Board,  and  it  appears  from  them  that  the 
total  emigration  from  these  kingdoms  for 
the  last  three  years  was  796,354  persons  ; 
giving  an  average  of  265,450  per  annum. 
Now,  I  beg  the  House  to  consider  how 
very  large  this  emigration  is.  It  is  within 
40,000  or  50,000  of  what  has  been  com- 
puted as  the  whole  annual  increase  of  the 
population  of  this  country;  and  though  it 
has  been,  no  doubt,  magnified  in  one  or 
two  of  those  years  by  the  famine  which 
took  place  in  Ireland,  yet  I  consider  that 
as  regards  this  first  sort  of  emigration — 
namely,  that  which  consists  of  labourers, 
and  principally  going  to  the  United  States 
and  British  North  America  —  it  is  an  emi- 
gration which  we  may  look  to  see  continue 
for  many  years.  I  believe  that  the  means 
which  the  labouring  classes  have  found  for 
themselves,  of  transmitting  money  home  to 
their  relations  and  friends,  to  enable  them 
to  emigrate,  when  they  have  obtained  a 
sufficient  sum  from  their  wages,  is  likely  to 
continue,  and  to  furnish  the  means  of  a 
great  expenditure  for  the  purposes  of  emi- 
gration. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  time  will 
speedily  arrive  when  there  will  be  no  great 
demands  for  labour  in  the  United  States 
and  British  North  America.  The  diffi- 
culty which  existed  hitherto  was  that  of 
finding  means  of  transportation,  and  of 
enabling  persons  almost  destitute  hero, 
and  obtaining  no  demand  for  their  labour, 
to  get  a  position  in  other  countries,  where 
they  could  obtain  that  demand. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  Government 
scheme  could  have  been  so  extensive  as  to 
effect  that  purpose;  nor  do  I  believe,  that, 
if  it  had  been  so  extensive,  it  would  have 
effected  the  purpose  in  the  same  way  as 


this  voluntary  emigration.  In  the  first 
place,  if  you  laid  out  a  hundred,  or  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  for 
that  object,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been 
a  very  large  sum;  but  I  believe  the  sum 
which  has  been  expended  for  the  purpose, 
in  the  way  I  have  mentioned,  in  one  year, 
has  been  no  less  than  1,500,000^.  ster- 
ling. Now,  I  believe,  if  you  had  laid  out 
1,500,000^.,  you  would  have  found  every 
species  of  abuse;  you  would  have  carried 
many  persons  from  this  country  with  false 
characters,  and  they  would  have  been 
found  such  a  curse  by  the  United  States 
and  by  our  own  provinces,  that  these  coun- 
tries would  soon  have  put  a  stop  to  it,  and 
have  said — '*  Don't  send  to  us  the  idle, 
the  halt,  and  the  crippled — the  mere  dregs 
of  your  population.  If  such  is  the  charac- 
ter of  your  emigration,  we  must  iuterfere 
and  check  it."  That,  I  believe,  would 
have  been  the  consequence  of  any  great 
plan  of  emigration  carried  on  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  some  cases, 
and  under  some  particular  circumstances, 
assistance  should  not  be  given  by  the  Go- 
vernment, but  what  I  say  is  this — ^that 
seeing  the  people  have  found  out  for  them- 
selves that  by  transmitting  small  sums  of 
money  they  are  able  to  bring  over  their 
wives,  relations,  and  children  to  countries 
where  their  labour  is  of  value,  that  it  is  bet 
ter  not  to  interfere  by  a  Government  plan, 
which  beside  being  a  burthen  on  this  coun- 
try, from  the  sum  taken  from  the  taxes, 
would  be  in  other  respects  a  positive  evil. 

There  is  another  species  of  emigration; 
and  it  is  that  which  is  sent  out  to  our 
Australian  colonies.  It  is  an  emigration 
of  the  second  description  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  which  goes  very  much  to 
found  new  settlements,  or  to  increase  the 
new  settlements  lately  established  Uiere. 
It  appears  that  in  1848  and  1849  emigra- 
tion of  this  kind  furnished  39,000  penMMis, 
or  rather  more  than  19,000  a  year.  In 
New  Zealand  also  there  has  been  a  project 
started  for  forming  a  new  settlement,  called 
the  Canterbury  Settlement.  There  are, 
however,  already  more  than  12,000  Euro- 
peans in  New  Zealand,  and  I  feel  no 
doubt  that  there  will  be  in  a  very  few  years 
a  large  emigration  to  that  colony,  and  that 
New  Zealand  will  be  one  of  the  most  flou- 
rishing of  our  dependencies.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  as  regards  emigration  ge- 
nerally speaking,  and  with,  as  I  said,  a 
reserve  as  to  any  particular  measure  and 
particular  districts,  we  may  look  with 
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tisfaclion  to  the  present  state  of  this  ques- 
tioD,  and  that  we  may  consider  one  of  the 
great  wants  of  this  country — that  of  finding 
a  vent  for  the  increasing  population — will 
he  fully  satisfied,  without  at  the  same  time 
doing  that  of  which  I  was  apprehensive, 
and  sending  out  people  to  colonies  where 
their  lahour  is  not  in  demand,  and  where 
their  condition  would  he  still  worse  than  it 
was  in  the  country  from  which  they  came. 

I  have  now  stated  the  principal  points, 
and  indeed  nearly  the  whole,  of  the  ques- 
tion, of  which  I  wished  to  put  the  House 
in  possession  with  respect  to  colonial  go- 
^remment.  I  have  not  attempted  to  do 
more  than  to  give  leading  facts  with  re- 
gard to  many  important  questions,  each  of 
which  might  furnish  matter  of  discussion 
for  a  night *s  debate.  I  thought  it  might 
be  useful  for  the  House  to  have,  however 
imperfectly,  a  sketch  of  the  general  state 
of  the  colonies  and  of  the  propositions  we 
<ure  about  to  ask  you  to  agree  to,  as  well 
as  the  measures  already  carried  into  effect. 

The  whole  result  of  what  I  have  to  say 
18,  that  in  the  first  place,  whatever  discon- 
tent—-and,  in  some  places,  well-founded 
discontent,  it  must  be  owned — has  arisen 
^m  a  transition  painful  to  the  colonists, 
£rom  a  system  of  monopoly,  as  regards  the 
colonies,  to  a  system  of  free  trade,  we 
ought  not  to  attempt  to  go  back,  in  any 
I'espect,  from  that  decision,  but  that  you 
shidl  trade  with  your  colonies  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  you  are  at  liberty  to  obtain  pro- 
ductions from  other  countries  where  they 
may  be  produced  better  or  cheaper  than 
in  the  colonies,  and  that  the  colonies 
Bhonld  be  at  liberty  to  trade  with  all  parts 
of  the  world  in  the  manner  which  may 
seem  to  them  most  advantageous.  That, 
1  say,  must  in  future  be  a  cardinal  point 
in  our  policy. 

The  next  point,  I  think,  is,  that  in  con- 
formity with  the  policy  on  which  you  have 
governed  your  British  North  American 
colonies,  you  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
proceed  upon  the  principle  of  introducing 
and  maintaining  political  freedom  in  all 
your  colonies.  I  think  whenever  you  say 
political  freedom  cannot  be  introduced,  you 
are  bound  to  show  the  reasons  for  the  ex- 
ttnption,  and  to  show  that  the  people  are  a 
race  among  whom  it  is  impossible  to  carry 
bat  free  institutions — that  you  must  show 
the  colony  is  not  formed  of  the  British 
people,  or  even  that  there  is  no  such  ad- 
mixture of  the  British  population  as  to 
make  it  safe  to  introduce  representative 
iBititations.  Unless  you  can  show  that, 
i-  think  the  general  rule  would  be  that  you 


should  send  to  the  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  maintain  in  your  different  co- 
lonies men  of  the  British  race,  and  capable 
of  governing  themselves ;  men  whom  yon 
tell  they  shall  have  full  liberty  of  govem^- 
ing  themselves,  and  that  while  you  are 
their  representative  with  respect  to  all 
foreign  concerns,  you  wish  to  interfere  no 
further  in  their  domestic  concerns  than 
may  be  clearly  and  decidedly  necessary  to 
prevent  a  conflict  in  the  colony  itself. 

I  believe  these  are  the  sound  principles 
on  which  we  ought  to  proceed.  I  am  sure, 
at  least,  they  are  the  principles  on  which 
the  present  Government  intends  to  pro- 
ceed, and  I  believe  they  are  those  which 
in  their  general  features  will  obtain  the 
assent  and  approbation  of  the  House. 
Whether  on  particular  questions  the  House 
may  not  dissent  from  us — whether,  with 
respect  to  the  details  of  the  Bill  I  propose 
to  introduce,  they  may  not  come  to  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  us,  is  a  question  on 
which  I  do  not  now  wish  to  enter;  and 
certainly  I  shall  be  glad  if  a  better  mode 
and  better  details  be  pointed  out  with 
regard  to  some  of  those  measures.  But 
what  I  say  is,  we  should  not  be  considering 
whether  we  should  part  with  those  colonies 
— whether  we  should  make  the  connexion 
looser — or  whether  we  should  even  leave 
them  with  less  means  of  defence  against 
foreign  aggression. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  military 
force,  indeed,  I  shall  reserve  the  discus- 
sion of  that  to  a  future  occasion,  when  it 
will  be  more  immediately  before  the 
House.  With  respect  to  some  of  our  co- 
lonies, my  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  stated  that  he  thinks  the  force 
now  existing  might  be  safely  diminished. 
But  I  believe  these  colonies  will  look  to 
you  for  their  defence  in  any  foreign  war, 
or  against  any  foreign  aggressor.  And  I 
think  you  are  bound  to  give  it  to  them.  I 
think  also  you  are  bound  to  maintain  the 
means  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  give 
them  that  assistance. 

I  believe  not  only  that  you  may  proceed 
on  those  principles  without  any  danger  for 
the  present,  but  there  may  be  questions 
arising  hereafter  which  you  may  solve 
without  any  danger  of  such  an  unhappy 
conflict  as  that  which  took  place  with  what 
are  now  the  United  States  of  America. 
On  looking  back  at  the  origin  of  that  un- 
happy contest,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it 
was  not  a  single  error  or  a  single  blunder 
which  got  us  into  that  contest,  but  a  series 
of  repeated  errors  and  repeated  blunders — 
of  a  policy  asserted  and  then  retreated  frotd 
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— again  asserted,  and  then  eoDceasions 
made  when  thej  were  too  Uite  —  and  of 
obstinacy  when  it  was  nnseasonable.  I 
beiioTe  that  it  was  bj  sneh  a  course  we 
entered  into  the  unhappj  contest  with  what 
were  at  its  eommencement  the  lojal  pro- 
vinces of  North  America.  I  trust  we  shall 
never  again  have  to  deplore  such  a  contest. 
I  antieipate  indeed  with  others  that  some 
of  the  colonies  may  so  grow  in  population 
and  wealth  that  they  may  say  — "  Our 
strength  is  sufiBcient  to  enable  us  to  be  in- 
dependent of  England.  The  link  b  now 
become  onerous  to  us — the  time  is  come 
when  we  think  we  can,  in  amity  and  alii* 
ance  with  England,  maintain  our  indepen- 
dence." I  do  not  think  that  that  time  is 
yet  approaching.  But  let  us  make  them 
as  far  as  possible,  fit  to  govern  themselves 
—•let  us  give  them,  as  far  as  we  can,  the 
capacity  of  ruling  their  own  affairs — ^let 
them  increase  in  wealth  and  population, 
and  whatever  may  happen,  we  of  this  great 
empire  shall  have  the  consolation  of  saying 
that  we  have  contributed  to  the  happiness 
of  the  world. 

The  noble  Lord  then  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chairman  the  followmg  Reso- 
lutions : — 

"1.  That  proviBion  be  made  for  the  better 
Goyemment  of  Her  Majesty's  Australian  Colonies. 

**  2.  That  the  Governors  and  Legislatire  Coun- 
cils of  Her  Majesty's  Australian  Colonies  be  autho- 
rised to  impose  and  levy  Duties  of  Customs  on 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise  imported  into 
such  Colonies." 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES- 
COMMITTEE. 

Sib  W.  MOLESWORTH:  Sir,  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
commenced  his  speech  by  explaining  the 
principles  on  which  our  colonial  empire  was 
founded.  He  then  stated  facts  bearing  upon 
the  population  and  commerce  of  that  empire, 
and  from  thence  inferred  that  it  would  not 
be  to  the  advantage  but  to  the  detriment 
of  the  kingdom,  were  our  colonial  posses- 
sions to  be  abandoned.  In  most  of  the  ob- 
servations of  the  noble  Lord  with  respect  to 
these  points,  I  entirely  agree.  The  noble 
Lord  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  future 
colonial  policy  of  the  Government;  but  I 
must  say,  that  in  some  respects  the  expla- 
nation was  one  which  I  did  not  distinctly 
understand.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of 
granting  constitutions  to  the  colonies,  and 
he  referred  to  certain  old  colonial  char- 
ters giving  power  to  the  colonies  in  whose 
favoor  they  were  granted  to  frame  their 
own  constitutions.  If  the  noble  Lord  in- 
to adhere  to  the  principles  of  the 


old  charten,  ho  will  find  me  a  warm  adhe- 
rent. Next  the  noble  Lord  proceeded  to 
censure  an  association  of  gentlemen  which 
had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  obtain^ 
ing  a  reform  in  colonial  government.  Now, 
as  I  am  a  member  <^  that  association,  I 
will  state  what  were  the  reasons  which 
caused  its  fonnation.  Its  members  orga^ 
nised  it  because  they  entirely  agreed  with 
the  noble  Lord,  that  we  ought  to  maintain 
our  colonial  empire — because  they  knew  that 
discontent  prevailed  extensively  throughout 
our  colonies — because  they  had  no  hopes  of 
reform  from  the  Colonial  Office — and  be* 
cause  they  believed  that  a  train  of  errors 
and  blunders,  similar  to  that  which  lost  ns 
the  United  States,  was  now  endangering 
the  colonial  possessions  which  remained  to 
us — and  because  they  had  little  faith  in  the 
Colonial  Office  as  regards  its  promises  to 
give  free  institutions  to  the  colonies.  The 
inhabitants  of  Australia  complain  that  eveiy 
year  since  the  present  Govemmenteame  into 
office,  they  have  been  promised  free  instito* 
tions,  and  every  year  those  promisea  have 
been  systematically  violated.  Now,  Sir,  that 
the  complaints  to  which  I  allude  are  not  ill- 
founded,  I  think  that  the  following  history 
of  promises  made  to  Australia  will  prove : 
Four  years  ago — on  the  14th  August,  1846, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  began  by  stating  that  "ho 
hoped  and  trusted  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  be  enabled  in  a  short  time 
to  consider  a  better  form  of  government  for 
Van  Diemen's  Land."  On  the  receipt  of 
this  intelligence  great  was  the  joy  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Australian  coloniea;  thej 
believed  that  the  Secretary  of  State  rar 
the  Colonies  was  going  immediately  to  fulfil 
all  the  expectations  which  had  been  raised 
by  his  unofficial  speeches  on  colonial  re- 
form. And  greater  still  was  their  joy  when 
they  received  the  intelligence,  three  years 
ago,  that  on  the  17th  May,  1847,  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  had 
announced  to  this  House  "  that  a  measore 
was  in  contemplation,  he  might  say  in  pre- 
paration, with  a  view  to  give  the  benefits 
of  the  British  constitution  to  the  Australian 
colonies  generally*' — *'  the  measure  *'  said 
the  hon.  Gentieman,  "  was  in  an  advanced 
state,  and  would  assuredly  very  Bpeedily» 
either  in  that  Session  or  in  the  next,  be 
brought  under  the  notioe  of  Pariiament." 
Now,  how  was  this  promise,  made  three 
years  ago,  fulfilled  ?  No  such  measure  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament  in 
the  Session  of  1847,  nor  in  1848 ;  but  in* 
stead  of  it  came  a  shower  of  fresh  promises, 
each  of  them  again  to  be  Imken.    On  the 
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7th  of  March,  1848,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
appeared  amongst  the  promise-makers,  and 
stated  that  "  the  nohle  Earl  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  hoped  during  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament  to  propose 
a  measure  for  granting  free  institutions  to 
the  Australian  colonies.'*  On  the  31st  of 
the  same  month  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  having  found  a  seat, 
declared  "  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  introduce  £i  Bill.'*  On  the 
8th  of  May,  1848,  the  nohle  Lord  the  Prime 
Minister  stated  "  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  introduce  a  measure  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment that  it  was  possible.'*  Again,  I  ask, 
how  were  these  promises,  made  two  years 
ago,  fulfilled  ?  May,  June,  and  July  pass- 
ed away  without  the  arrival  of  the  "  earliest 
possible  moment"  of  the  noble  Lord.  For 
four  months  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  waited  in  vain  for  ''  an  op- 
portunity." At  length,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1848,  the  hon.  Gentleman  assured 
the  House  that  "  at  the  very  earliest  period 
of  the  next  Session,  the  Bill  would  be  laid 
vpon  the  table  of  the  House."  How  was 
this  promise  kept  ?  On  the  16th  of  April 
last  I  heard  to  my  astonishment  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  reckon  the  Australian  co- 
lonies among  those  which  possessed  free 
institutions,  because,  as  he  explained,  they 
had  had  representative  institutions  conceded 
to  them  in  principle,  and  were  included  in  a 
Bill  which  he  hoped  shortly  to  lay  on  the 
taUe  of  the  House.  At  length,  two  months 
afterwards,  on  the  4th  of  June  last,  the 
Bill  was  produced— the  offspring  of  three 
years*  protracted  parturition.  But  even 
then  its  birth  was  premature;  it  had  to  be 
immediately  withdrawn,  and  Bill  No.  2 
was  produced;  on  examination  Bill  No.  2 
proved  to  be  so  mis-shapen  a  cub,  that  on 
the  2nd  of  July  the  Prime  Minister  an- 
nounced that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
some  most  important  changes  in  it;  and 
finally,  on  the  17th  of  July,  the  noble  Lord 
withdrew  his  changeling.  Thus,  regularly 
every  year  for  the  last  four  years,  the  fairest 
promises  have  been  made  to  these  colonies, 
and  their  hopes  have  been  raised,  and  re- 
gularly every  year  those  promises  have 
been  broken,  and  the  hopes  of  the  colonists 
bitterly  disappointed.  Naturally  enough 
this  repeated  promise-breaking  has  pro- 
duced the  greatest  discontent,  and  under 
the  influence  of  angry  feelings  the  colonists 
attnbnte  the  worst  motives  to  the  authors 
of  their  disappointment.     They  blame  the 


people,  the  Parliament,  and  the  statesmen 
of  Great  Britain.  They  say  that  the 
people  and  Parliament  care  nothing  and 
know  nothing  about  the  colonies^  but 
abandon  them  entirely  to  the  Colonial 
Office.  They  accuse  the  statesmen  of 
Great  Britain,  especially  those  connected 
with  the  Colonial  Office,  of  being  in  their 
hearts  unwilling  to  deprive  themselves  of 
power  and  patronage  by  bestowing  free  in- 
stitutions on  the  colonies.  Thus  many  of 
the  colonists,  unfortunately  believing  their 
rulers  to  be  selfish  and  faithless,  have 
begun  to  despair,  and  in  despair  to  ask 
one  another  how  they  can  redress  their 
own  grievances.  And  in  reply  some  of 
them  answer,  that  it  was  by  rebellion  that 
Canada  obtained  responsible  government, 
that  it  is  by  threats  and  menaces  that  the 
men  of  the  Cape  are  successfully  striving 
to  save  their  colony  from  convict  pollution; 
and  they  ask  one  another  whether  Anglo- 
Australians  are  less  energetic  than  the 
habitants  of  Canada,  or  less  bold  than  the 
boors  of  the  Cape.  That  such  languagO 
is  used,  and  that  such  sentiments  are  en- 
tertained but  too  generally  throughout  some 
of  the  most  important  of  our  colonial  pos- 
sessions, no  one  acquainted  with  those  ca> 
lonies  can  deny,  or  fail  to  lament,  if,  like 
myself,  he  be  anxious  for  the  preservation 
of  the  colonial  empire  of  Great  Britain* 
Who,  1  ask,  can  deny  that  discontent  pre- 
vails throughout  the  colonies  ?  Every  year 
it  is  increasing  in  intensity  and  becoming 
more  alarming ;  from  every  quarter  me- 
nacing sounds  are  heard,  bitter  complaints 
of  colonial  government,  and  fierce  denun- 
ciations of  the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies.  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  denounces  him  for  having  broken  a 
solemn  promise,  attempted  to  insult  and 
degrade  an  innocent  colony,  and  driven  its 
once  loyal  inhabitants  to  the  brink  of  re* 
hellion.  Van  Diemen's  Land  curses  him 
for  a  breach  of  faith  in  renewing  transpor- 
tation, which  now  affiicts  that  ill-fated 
country  with  crimes  too  loathsome  to  men- 
tion. New  South  Wales,  dreading  a  simi- 
lar fate,  answers  with  a  threat  of  rebellion 
his  proposal  again  to  send  convicts  to 
that  colony.  His  own  colony  of  Victoria, 
of  which  he  was  once  the  chosen  represen- 
tative, now  bids  him  defiance,  and  drives 
his  convict  ships  from  its  shores.  And 
even  Western  Australia  indignantly  pro- 
tests against  his  making  it  a  penal  settle* 
ment.  All  Australia,  Tasmania,  New  2iea* 
land,  and  South  Africa,  accuse  him  of  hav- 
ing year  after  year  raised  their  hopes  of 
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Bidered  to  be  settled  which  was  decided 
against  the  wishes  of  the  elective  Members, 
and  the  official  and  nominated  Members 
would  be  held  up  to  public  odium  and  ha- 
.tred  if  they  ever  presumed  to  defeat  the 
wishes  of  the  elective  Members.  It  is  evi- 
dent, that  in  theory  such  a  constitution  is 
absurd,  and  that  in  practice  it  must  be  a 
Tery  bad  one.  But  the  noble  Lord  said 
.that  the  Australian  colonies  are  to  have 
power  to  alter  or  amend  their  constitutions 
•to  the  extent  of  forming  a  second  chamber. 
Nqw,  I  acknowledge  that  if  this  power  be 
iaUy  conceded  to  them,  my  objections  to 
■ihis  portion  of  the  Bill  of  the  noble  Lord 
•will  be  considerably  diminished.  But,  I 
miiat  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient 
.power  to  amend  their  constitutions  would 
■not  have  been  given  to  the  colonies  by  the 
3ill  of  last  year;  and  I  presume,  from  the 
■Statement  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  does 
mot  propose  in  the  Bill  of  this  year  to  give 
ibese  colonies  a  greater  amount  of  power. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  neither  Parliament 
•nor  the  Colonial  Office  has  been  very  suc- 
eessfid  in  devising  constitutions  for  the  co- 
lonies. In  fact,  all  the  attempts  of  late  years 
at  eoostitation-making  have  failed.  The  mo- 
4d  eooBtitution  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
•liead  of  the  Colonial  Department  was  sus- 
.pended  the  year  after  it  was  enacted.  [Mr. 
Uawss  :  It  was  never  given  up.]  No; 
kot  it  was  suspended.  Then  with  respect 
|D  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  it  is  said, 
that  the  Government  requested  Sir  Harry 
flauth  to  send  home  the  form  of  a  consti- 
tation  for  that  colony.  Now,  no  one  has 
■a  higher  respect  for  Sir  Harry  Smith 
llian  I  have.  He  is  an  admirable  officer, 
and  is  well  qualified  to  defeat  Caffres; 
hai  I  do  not  think  that  his  despatches 
knre  proted  him  to  be  a  Solon.  With 
CTspect  to  the  Australian  colonies,  I  will 
mmtj  say,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  at 
4he  head  of  the  Government  adopts  the 
fiineiple  laid  down  in  the  charter  of  Lord 
'Uai&ie,  and  desires  to  frame  constitutions 
shall  ^ve  satisfaction  in  the  colo- 
file  opinions  of  the  colonists  ought  to 
ha  lEstinetlj  taken  on  the  subject.  It  is 
to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  a 
19  or  to  refer  to  the  sentiments 
two  newspapers,  or  the  expres- 
of  one  or  two  public  meetings.  A 
issembly,  composed  of  the  re- 
I  of  the  people  should  be  sum- 
to  them  should  be  delegated 
of  determining  the  form  of  their 
Next,  I  ask,  what  are 
^1$   yovofa   which    ought  to    be    dele- 


gated to  the  colonial  authorities?  That 
appears  to  mo  to  be  a  far  more  important 
question  than  the  mere  question  of  a  colo- 
nial constitution.  I  am  sorry  to  find,  from 
the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  he 
intends  to  retain  to  the  Colonial  Office  its 
present  arbitrary  power  of  disallowing  all 
acts  of  the  colonial  legislatures,  and  thus 
of  interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
colonies.  Now,  this  arbitrary  power  has 
been,  and  as  long  as  it  exists  will  continue 
to  be,  a  perpetual  cause  of  colonial  discon- 
tent and  of  never-ending  discord  between 
the  colonics  and  the  Imperial  Government. 
All  the  colonics  complain  of  the  arbitrary 
power  of  tho  Colonial  Office.  Those  com- 
plaints are  frequently  but  too  well  founded, 
flow  is  it  possible  they  can  be  otherwise 
than  well  founded  ?  Consider  who  are  the 
persons  who  are  entrusted  with  this  arbi- 
trary power.  The  heads  of  the  Colonial 
Office  change  with  every  change  of  go- 
vernment. They  are  absentee  rulers,  liv- 
ing at  the  distance  of  many  thousands  of 
miles  from  their  subjects.  They  never 
have  ocular  experience  of  the  condition  of 
the  colonies.  They  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  the  well-being  of  the  colonists. 
They  are  always  obliged  to  trust  to  soc- 
ond-hand  and  partial  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  colonies.  They  are  therefore 
generally  ignorant,  and,  worse  than  igno- 
rant —  they  are  generally  misinformed 
about  colonial  questions.  They  are  said 
to  be  responsible  to  Parliament :  that 
responsibility  is  a  farce ;  for  wo  can- 
not spare  time  to  attend  to  colonial  affairs; 
we  cannot  obtain  accurate  and  impartial 
information  about  the  colonies;  we  are  ne- 
cessarily ignorant;  and  our  system  of  colo- 
nial government  may  with  accuracy  be  de- 
scribed as  government  by  the  misinformed, 
with  responsibility  to  the  ignorant.  This 
kind  of  government  is  most  bitterly  dis- 
tasteful to  men  of  our  race  and  habits. 
How  should  we  feel,  if  we  were  colonists 
distant  a  myriad  of  miles  from  our  mother 
country,  and  were  liable  to  have  our  acts 
of  parliament  disallowed  at  tho  whim  and 
caprice  of  some  noble  Lord  at  tho  anti* 
pedes,  responsible  to  a  parliament  sitting 
at  Sidney,  and  knowing  nothing  about  us? 
How  should  we  like  to  have  to  wait  throe 
years  before  we  could  be  certain  that  our 
acts  of  parliament  are  laws  ?  Why  does 
the  noble  Lord  retain  this  arbitrary  power 
to  the  Colonial  Office  ?  1  prestmio  bocause 
the  noble  Lord  will  say  the  Colonial  Of* 
fice  is  the  guardian  of  imperial  inUirauiu, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  retain   a  pow«r 
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of  disallowiDg  acts  of  the  colonial  le- 
gislatures, lest  those  legislatures  should 
make  laws  injurious  to  imperial  interests. 
Now,  I  acknowledge  at  once,  that  means 
must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  colonial 
legislatures  from  making  laws  injurious 
to  imperial  interests.  But  I  deny  that 
it  is  necessary  for  that  purpose  to  retain 
to  the  Colonial  Office  its  present  arbi- 
trary power  of  disallowing  aU  acts  of  the 
colonial  legislatures.  We  may  take  care 
of  imperial  interests  in  a  much  better  man- 
ner, as  I  will  explain  in  a  few  words.  To 
do  so,  I  must  observe  that  all  executive 
and  legislative  powers,  with  reference  to  a 
colony,  may  be  divided  into  two  classes. 
One  class  I  call  imperial  powers,  because 
they  ought  to  be  strictly  reserved  to  the 
Imperial  Qovemment;  and  they  ought  to 
be  so  reserved,  because  they  are  indispen- 
sable for  the  maintenance  of  the  unity  of 
the  empire,  and  for  the  management  of  the 
common  concerns  of  the  whole  empire. 
Therefore  they  ought  on  no  account  to  be 
delegated  to  the  colonies,  and  the  colonial 
legislatures  ought  not  to  be  entitled  to 
make  any  laws  affecting  or  derogating  from 
imperial  powers;  for  if  they  were  entitled 
80  to  do,  the  unity  of  the  empire  would  be 
destroyed.  Now,  all  other  executive  and 
legislative  powers  with  reference  to  a  colo- 
ny, except  the  imperial  ones,  1  call  local 
powers,  because  they  have  reference  to  the 
management  of  the  local  concerns  of  a 
colony,  as  distinguished  from  the  common 
concerns  of  the  whole  empire.  Now,  it  is 
evidently  of  great  and  primary  importance 
to  this  country,  and  to  the  empire  as  a 
whole,  in  what  manner  imperial  powers 
are  exercised ;  therefore  imperial  powers 
oueht  to  be  strictly  reserved  to  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  and  no  colonial  legisla- 
ture should  be  entitled  to  make  any 
law  affecting  or  derogating  from  imperial 
powers.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  evidently 
a  matter  of  little  or  secondary  importance 
to  this  country,  and  to  the  empire  as  a 
whole,  in  what  manner  local  powers  are 
exercised,  provided  only  that  the  colonists 
are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  local  powers  are  exercised.  Now, 
it  is  impossible  for  men  on  one  side  of  the 
globe  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Englishmen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  globe  without 
producing  intense  dissatisfaction.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  colonists  were  to  obtain 
the  uncontrolled  management  of  their  local 
affairs,  and  if  in  any  respect  they  were  to 
mismanage  their  local  affairs,  for  so  doing 


they  would  have  themselves  to  blame,  and 
nobody  else.  Therefore  I  infer  that  ve 
ought  to  delegate  to  the  colonies  all  local 
powers,  and  entitle  them  to  pass  any  law 
affecting  their  local  concerns.  Conse- 
quently, I  infer  that  we  ought  to  deprifs 
the  Colonial  Office  of  its  present  arbitaiy 
power  to  disallow  all  acts  of  the  oolonial 
legislatures,  and  to  limit  the  power  of  the 
Colonial  Office  to  questions  affecting  impe- 
rial powers.  For  this  purpose  it  would  be 
necessanr  carefully  to  enumn^te  and  to 
accurately  define  the  powers  which  oo^ 
to  be  held  to  be  imperial  powers.  Nov, 
the  noble  Lord  says  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  draw  the  line  of  distinction.  He 
began  his  speech  by  saying,  that  he  could 
not  spare  tune  to  attend  very  carefnlly  te 
these  subjects.  But  I  am  sure  that  the 
noble  Lord,  if  he  applied  all  his  eneqpes 
to  the  question,  could  draw  the  line  of  dis- 
tinction. Such  a  definition  of  imperial 
powers  has  not  only  been  attemptea,  bol 
made,  by  those  Anglo-Saxon  Btatetmea 
who  formed  the  constitution  of  Ameriea; 
and  glad  should  I  be  if  the  colonies  wen 
as  much  attached  to  the  mother  coimtrj 
as  the  States  are  to  the  American  Unioa. 
I  proposed  last  Session  that  a  Rojal  C«i- 
mission  should  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defining  imperial  powers,  and  tt 
prepare  a  measure  of  colonial  refenn. 
I  regret  much  that  the  House  did  sot 
assent  to  that  proposal,  for  by  this  time 
the  House  would  have  possessed  a  mora 
accurate  enumeration  of  imperial  powen 
than  that  which  it  can  expect  nt>m  me;  haft  I 
am  prepared,  at  this  moment,  if  the  Commit 
tee  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  minutes,  ts 
enumerate  the  powers  which  in  my  opiBioa 
should  be  reserved  as  imperial  obss» 
First,  I  would  enact  that  there  should  te 
strictly  reserved  to  Her  Majesty  all  the 
following  powers  and  prerogatives;  namelya 
to  send  or  receive  ambassadoiSp  to  en- 
ter into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  co^ 
federation  with  any  prince,  StaftOf  sr 
Power;  to  grant  letters  of  marqne  and  re* 
prisal  during  peace  or  war,  and  to 
safe  conducts  during  war;  to  dedaio 
make  war — conceding  to  the  colony,  ^ 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
ger  as  not  to  admit  of  delay,  the  power  ts 
engage  in  war ;  to  confiscate  the 
of  alien  enemies  in  time  of  war;  to 
lish  prize  courts  ;  to  command  the 
in  time  of  war,  and  at  all  times  to 
mand  all  regular  naval  and  militBiy 
employed  in  and  about  the 
to  coin    money    or  regnlate  its 
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that   of  foreign  coin ;   to  grant  titles  of 
nobility ;    to    regulate    the    transmission 
of  letters  bj  sea  to  or  from  a  colonj  and 
any  other  place  ;  to  keep  any  land  or  na- 
val forces  in  or  about  a  colony,  or  the 
coast  thereof;  to  erect  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,    dockyards,    and    other   needful 
buildings  for  military  purposes  ;  to  place 
garrisons  therein,  and  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  within  the  precincts  thereof; 
to  take  possession  of  any  waste  land  situate 
within  the  said  colony,  and  of  any  other  land 
therein,  upon  making  due  compensation  to 
the  owners  and  occupiers  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  such  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,   dockyards,   and    other    needful 
buildings,  and  for  any  other  military  pur- 
pose.    Secondly,  I  would  enact  that  the 
eolonial  legislature   shall  not  have  power 
to  make   any  law  to  affect   or   derogate 
from    the    aforesaid    powers   and    prero- 
gatives of  the   Crown ;   to  establish   sla- 
Tery;    to    alter    the    succession    of    the 
Crown,  or  pass  any  act  affecting  the  style 
and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  or  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  a  regent;  to  absolve 
any  person  from  his  allegiance;  to  deprive 
any  person  of  the  right  of  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  in  any  case  in  which 
8Qch  appeal  now  subsists;    to  make  any 
law  containing  any  matter  or  thing  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  as  received  and 
administered  in  the  Court  of  Great  Britain; 
to  make  any  law  respecting  captures  by 
land  or  water,  or  to  define  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high   seas;  to 
make  any  law  affecting  the  command,  re- 
gulations, or  discipline  of  Her  Majesty's 
military  and  naval  forces;  to  make  any- 
thing but  gold  or  silver  coin  a  legal  tender; 
to  define  treason,  or  alter  the  law  relating 
thereto;  to  lay  any  duty  on  supplies  to 
Her  Majesty's  military  and  naval  forces; 
to  bring  in  any  Bill  of  attainder;  to  im- 
pose any  differential  duty  on  imports  to, 
or  exports  from,  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  or  any  duty  inconsistent  with 
any  treaty  that  already  has  been  or  may 
hereafter  be   entered  into  between  Her 
Majesty,  her  heirs,    and  successors,    and 
any  foreign  country;  to  confer  any  privi- 
lege or  immunity  on  the  inhabitants  of 
New  South  Wales  that  shall  not  equally  be 
eonferred  on  the   other  subjects  of  Her 
Mf^esty,  and  every  law  or  provision  in  a 
law  in  contravention  of  this  clause  shall  be 
Toid.    Now,  in  consequence  of  these  reser- 
tations,  various  legal  questions  would  arise, 
which  I  would  propose  to  refer  to  the  deci- 
lion  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
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Council.    Thus,  I  would  substitute  for  the 
present  arbitrary  power  of  the  Colonial  Office 
a  legally-defined  power.    Now,  there  is  no- 
thing which  men  of  our  race  hate  more 
than  arbitrary  power — nothing  which  they 
respect  more  than  a  legally-defined  power. 
At  present    the   Qolonial  legislatures   do 
not  know  what  laws  they  may,  and  what 
laws  they  may  not,  make.     In  fact,  they 
may  at  present  make  any  laws  whatever, 
affecting  imperial  interests  in  any  manner 
whatever,  provided  the  Colonial  Office  does 
not  disallow  them  within  a  certain  period 
of  time.     On  the  other  hand,  the  colonial 
legislatures  cannot  make  any  law  which  the 
Colonial  Office  may  not  disallow.     I  pro* 
pose,  therefore,  in  the  manner  which   I 
have  explained,   to    enable    the    colonial 
legislatures  to  know   precisely  what  laws 
they  may  make,  and  what  laws  they  must 
abstain  from  making;  and  I  propose  to  settle 
all  disputes  which  might  arise  by  means  of 
the  decisions  of  one  of  the  highest  and 
most   esteemed  judicial  tribunals  in  this 
country.      1  have  now  answered  the  chal-. 
lenge  that  those  who  would  effect  reform 
in  our  colonial  system  should  state  what  in 
their  opinion  the  alterations  should  consist 
in.      In  order  to  reduce  my  principles  into 
a  practical  shape,  I  have,  with  the  aid  of 
some   legal  friends,   prepared   a   Bill   for 
New  South  Wales.     I  do  not  propose  to 
introduce  that  Bill ;  for  to  do  so  it  would 
be   necessary  to  have  the  consent  of  the 
Government.   But  if  the  Oovemment  and 
the  House  should  desire  it,  I  will  introduce 
the  Bill,  pledging  myself,  however,  only 
to  general  principles,   and  to   a  general 
outline,  and  not  to  minute   details;    for, 
in  order  to  make  a  perfect  measure,  in- 
formation   would  be    required   from    the 
Colonial    Office,   and  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  consult  constitutional  lawyers.     I 
must  now  beg  pardon  for  trespassing  so 
long  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee; 
but  I  must  rest  my  excuse  in  the  challenge 
thrown  out  by  the  noble  Lord.     In  conclu- 
sion, I  would  say  that  our  true  colonial  po- 
licy is  to  have  faith  in  our  colonists — to 
believe  that  they  are  as  rational  men  as 
we  are,  and  understand  their  local  concerns 
better  than  we  can;  consequently  we  ought 
to  give  them  the  uncontrolled  management 
of  their  local,  as  contradistinguished  from 
imperial,  concerns.  Then  the  colonists,  re- 
lieved from  the  hated  tyranny  of  the  Co- 
lonial Office ;  enjoying  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  citizens  ;  bearing  true 
allegiauce  to  the  Monarch  of  these  realms ; 
willingly  obeying  the  laws  made  by  the  Im- 
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peiial  Parliament,  or  bj  the  constituted 
authoritieii  to  whom  Parliament  shall  hare 
delegated  legiBlative  power  ;  haying,  there- 
fore, no  reason,  real  or  imaginary,  to  find 
fault  with  the  Imperial  Goremment — would 
be  bound  to  the  empire  bj  the  strong  ties 
of  race,  language,  and  self-interest. 

Hb.  ANSTEY  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  the  Teto  of  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary ought  only  to  be  given  to  acts  of  the 
Cilonial  legislatures  affecting  imperial  in- 
terests. The  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to 
aUilish  the  Colonial  Office  under  one  name, 
and  to  renew  it  under  another.  His  scheme 
proposed  to  abolish  Earl  Grey,  and  to 
transfer  his  functions  to  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council.  [Sir  W. 
MoLKHWOKTii :  No,  no  I]  lie  understood 
the  hon.  Baronet  to  say  that  in  those  cases 
where  a  question  arose  as  to  whether  the 
hical  leginlature  had  exceeded  its  functions 
by  trenching  upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  the  decision  was  to  lie  with  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 
[Sir  W.  MoLESWORin:  No,  noil  Then 
he  had  been  very  much  misled.  But  if  so, 
the  scheme  left  them  without  even  the 
assistance  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  interference  of  the  Crown  was 
called  for  or  not;  and  they  would  have 
litigation  without  end,  not  of  a  peaceful, 
perhaps,  but  almost  of  an  armed  character, 
between  the  Crown  and  the  colony.  If, 
however,  the  impression  which  he  had  first 
received  of  the  plan  was  a  correct  one, 
then  its  adoption  would  be  simply  to  trans- 
fer the  Colonial  Office  from  Downing-street 
to  Whitehall.  lie  thought  the  true  objec- 
tion to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  for 
the  Australian  colonies  was,  that  it  con- 
templated the  creation  of  a  council  one- 
third  of  whose  members  should  be  nominees 
of  the  Crown.  lie  was,  however,  prepared 
to  accept  for  the  present  even  a  much 
worse  scheme  than  had  been  proposed  by 
the  noble  Lord.  If  the  council  elected 
under  this  Bill  proceeded  to  exercise  the 
powers  with  which  they  were  invested,  he 
thought  the  noble  Lord,  acting  in  confor- 
mity with  those  sound,  enlightened,  and 
statesmanlike  views  which  he  had  that 
night  enunciated,  would  not  advise  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  to  countermand  the 
alterations  they  might  see  fit  to  make. 
Speaking  more  particularly  with  reference 
to  Van  Diemen  s  Land,  the  operation  of 
the  scheme  would  be  this — that  one-third 
of  the  members  would  be  the  nominees  of 
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the  Crowv.  The  ■si  si  it  ■'  wineh  wfnild  "he 
found  to  support  tW  MWMiJCL-  -of  i^  laoJ 
G  oreroment,  would  hrm  poiapK  two-tSurdi 
of  the  entire  eouBeil,  herswf  tkkt  fiTHmrii] 
position  of  Van  Dwomb^b  Land,  dcDved 
from  the  time  when  Sir  George  Ardaaar 
was  Goveraor,  had  resoited  in  placing  al- 
most the  wiiole  of  the  jMiyeiu  cf  the 
island  at  the  disposal  of  the  cidef  ofioos 
of  the  Goremment,  all  of  whom  were 
shareholders  and  managers  of  the  prine^nl 
banks — banks  possessing  mortgages  over 
nine-tenths  of  Uie  pn^iertT  in  the  eoikniT. 
They  would  therefore  be  able  to  eompd 
those  who  had  property,  to  execrate  impfi- 
citly  their  will  and  pleasure;  and  their  in- 
fluence being  brought  to  bear  on  the  elec- 
tions, the  consequence  would  be,  that  the 
chief  proprietors  of  the  island  woold  be  ai 
the  disposal  of  the  Goremment.  If  thej 
must  have  nominees  of  the  Crown,  lee 
them  do  in  Van  Diemen *s  Land  what  thcj 
proposed  to  do  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
— create  two  councils,  and  let  those  not 
influenced  by  those  banking  establishments 
—  those  who  were  either  not  proprietors,  or 
who  had  small  properties — elect  the  Lower 
House,  and  leave  the  great  proprieCora  to 
elect  the  Legislative  CounciL  The  eril, 
for  the  present,  would  no  doubt  be  great; 
but  they  might  hope  to  see  the  time  when 
the  state  of  the  colony  would  be  so  mnch 
improved  that  the  system  would  be  fonnd 
to  work  with  great  advantage. 

Mb.  BAILLIE  said,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention, on  the  present  occasion,  to  enter 
into  any  general  observations  on  the  yery 
important  subjects  which  the  noble  Lord 
or  the  hon.  Baronet  had  brought  under 
their  notice  that  evening.  Indeed,  he 
should  confine  the  very  few  remarks  he 
had  then  to  make,  to  one  only  of  the  colo- 
nies which  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  had  entered 
into  a  statement  with  respect  to  Uie  con- 
stitution which  had  been  granted  to  British 
Guiana,  and  declared  that  the  franchise  in 
that  colony  had  been  considerably  in- 
creased. Now,  as  he  (Mr.  Baillie)  believed 
the  noble  Lord,  doubtless  from  the  multi- 
plicity of  the  subjects  which  he  had  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House,  had  been 
misinformed  on  the  question,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  make  a  statement  of  the  real  facta 
of  the  case  to  the  House.  The  Committee 
which  sat  to  consider  the  grievanees  of 
British  Guiana,  recommended  that  an  al- 
teration should  be  made  in  the  constitution 
of  that  colony;  but  it  also  recommended 
that  that  alteration  should   be  made   in 
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friendly  coDcert  with  the  colonial  authori- 
ties. Now,  when  that  paragraph  of  the 
report  was  under  discussion,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  asking  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Tamworth  what  was  the 
interpretation  which  he  placed  upon  it. 
He  asked  him  explicitly  if,  in  his  opinion, 
it  could  he  considered  in  friendly  concert 
with  the  colonial  authorities  for  a  Bill  to 
be  introduced  into  the  Court  of  Policy,  and 
forced  through  that  Court  wholly  by  the 
official  votes;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
stated  that  he  should  consider  such  a  pro- 
ceeding most  objectionable. .  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Baillie)  was  prepared  to  state  to  the  House 
that  this  was  the  course  which  the  Gover- 
nor of  British  Guiana  had  resorted  to.  The 
new  Franchise  Bill  in  British  Guiana  was 
forced  through  the  Court  of  Policy  by  offi- 
cial votes  only — every  one  of  the  elected 
members  voted  against  the  measure,  which 
was  merely  carried  by  the  double  vote  of 
the  Governor,  and  became  law.  Every  one 
of  Uie  elected  members,  considering  this  to 
be  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  resigned  his 
seat;  and  although  every  one  of  them,  he 
believed,  would  have  been  returned  under 
the  new  Bill,  they  positively  refused  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  put  in  nomination. 
Now,  the  noble  Lord  stated  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  electors  had  been  increased;  but 
he  (Mr.  Baillie)  was  informed,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  number  of  the  electors — 
very  small  as  it  was  before  in  British 
Guiana — ^had  now  been  reduced  by  200. 
And  in  order  that  the  House  might  have 
an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
elections  were  now  carried  on  under  the 
new  Bill,  he  would  just  state  what  took 
place  at  the  election  for  the  county  of  £s- 
sequibo.  The  former  Member  for  that 
county  refused  to  stand;  and  the  candidate 
sent  to  replace  him  was  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral. There  were  just  two  electors  pre- 
Bent  at  the  election;  the  one  elector  was 
the  gaoler,  and  the  other  the  county  clerk. 
The  Solicitor  General  was  proposed  by  the 
icounty  clerk,  and  seconded  by  the  gaoler, 
and  was  returned  as  the  Member  for  the 
connty  of  Esscquibo.  So  that  a  Govern- 
ment officer  was  proposed  by  one  Govern- 
ment officer,  and  seconded  by  another,  and 
then  elected  by  the  two!  That  would 
illustrate  the  sort  of  constitution  which  the 
Government  had  granted  to  British  Guiana. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the 
jgeneral  discussion  of  the  measure  at  pre- 
sent. Doubtless  another  opportunity  would 
bettflbrded  for  doing  so;  and  then  he  should 
ibnter  more  generally  into  the  question. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  hoped  the  few 
remarks  he  would  address  to  the  Commit- 
tee would  be  in  strict  harmony  with  the 
same  calm  and  dispassionate  tone  which  he 
rejoiced  to  find  the  House  had  observed 
hitherto,  in  the  discussion  of  the  highly  im- 
portant subject  brought  under  its  notice  by 
the  noble  Lord — a  tone  which  he  trusted 
would  prove  an  augury  of  the  manner  in 
which  colonial  subjects  were  to  be  discussed 
this  Session,  and  which  he  thought  it  of 
the  deepest  importance  they  should  ever 
observe,  when  it  was  considered  that  an 
incautious  remark,  or  an  excited  expression, 
although  made  in  that  House  without  any 
such  intention,  might  yet  have  the  effect, 
when  it  reached  the  colonies,  of  producing 
incalculable  mischief.  He  was  particularly 
anxious  to  address  the  House,  having  borne 
a  share,  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of 
Privy  Council  in  Trade  and  Plantations, 
in  recommending  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Government  the  two  important  measures 
that  were  submitted  to  the  House  relating 
to  the  Australian  colonies  and  to  British 
Guiana.  And  he  wished  to  refer  to  some 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  South wark,  which  he  thought 
likely  to  create  an  erroneous  impression 
that  ought  to  be  removed.  He  was  quite 
ready  to  concede  the  general  principle  of 
the  propriety  of  the  mother  country  giving 
the  most  ample  powers  of  self  and  free 
government  as  regards  all  matters  strictly 
connected  with  their  local  affairs  to  those 
of  her  colonial  dependencies  which  were 
peopled  by  the  English  race;  and  he  re- 
joiced that  the  Government,  after  so  much 
vague  declamation  had  been  used  on  this 
subject,  had  had  an  opportunity  of  proving 
that  its  professions  were  not  mere  empty 
words,  whilst  it  at  the  same  time  solicited 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  House  on 
these  difficult  questions  deeply  affecting  the 
interests  of  a  great  and  distant  colonial 
empire.  And  he  thought  no  fair  and  candid 
man  would  hesitate  to  admit,  however  he 
might  differ  from  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  details  of  these 
measures,  that  with  respect  to  their  scope 
and  tenor.  Her  Majesty *s  Ministers  had 
been  animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  give 
freedom — constitutional  freedom  and  local 
self-government  in  the  amplest  possible 
manner — to  the  inhabitants  of  these  vast 
and  growing  colonies.  He  had  heard,  he 
I  confessed,  with  considerable  surprise,  very 
great  censures  passed  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Southwark  on  the  plan 
which  the  Government  had  proposed  for 
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the  AuBtralian  colonies;  but  he  rejoiced 
that  they  had  already  received  intelligence 
from  that  part  of  the  world  which  led  him 
to  suppose  that  there  were  very  good 
grounds  for  stating  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Australian  colonies  themselyes  would 
receive  in  a  very  different  spirit  and  manner 
those  proposals  of  the  Government  which 
had  drawn  so  much  stricture  and  objection 
from  the  hon.  Baronet.  It  was  quite  true 
ihat  he  had  not  yet  any  official  despatches 
on  the  subject  to  offer  to  the  Committee 
on  this  occasion;  but  there  existed  other 
means  of  information  regarding  the  feeling 
of  colonies  Uke  these,  that  were  of  a  nature 
scarcely  less  valuable  and  trustworthy.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  leading  newspa- 
per, published  in  New  South  Wales,  which 
must  be  well  known  to  every  gentleman 
who  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  that  part  of  the  globe.  He  meant  the 
Sydney  Herald — a  journal  not  only  of  the 
greatest  circulation  in  the  colony,  but 
which  represented  the  opinions  and  senti- 
ments of  by  so  far  the  more  popular  party. 
Now  he  begged  the  House  to  contrast  the 
language  of  that  paper  with  the  words  of 
Gentlemen  speaking  in  the  name  of  the 
colonists  on  the  floor  of  that  House  that 
evening.  The  paper  had  just  arrived  in 
this  country,  the  date  being  the  19th 
September  last.  The  language  of  the 
Sydney  Herald,  referring  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  on  Trade 
and  Plantations,  was  couched  in  terms  too 
flattering  and  complimentary  certainly  to 
those  who  had  drawn  up  that  report;  but, 
considering  the  object  for  which  he  quoted 
it,  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  ascribed  to 
personal  vanity  if  he  read  it  to  the  House : — 

"  Thoso  of  our  readers  who  have  attentivelj 
perused  the  long  and  elaborate  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Trade,  published  in  our 
columns  in  May  last,  will  no  doubt  agree  with  us 
in  thinking  it  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  consola- 
tory documents  of  the  kind  ever  laid  before  a 
colony.  To  what  extent  other  British  colonies 
may  have  experienced  kind  treatment  from  the 
Home  Grovernment  it  is  not  for  us  to  say,  but 
certainly  we  must  testify  that  never  before  has 
the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  received  so  large 
a  share  of  Ministerial  consideration,  liberality, 
and  kindness  as  it  has  in  the  present  instance. 
Her  Majesty  in  Council  has  been  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  concede  to  us  nearly  everything  we  have 
asked  for." 

He,  perhaps,  ought  to  make  some  allow- 
ance for  the  first  burst  of  gratitude  on  re- 
ceiving a  great  gift,  and  he  was  not  so 
ignorant  of  human  nature  as  to  think  such 
expressions  did  not  require  some  degree  of 
qualification;   but  at    the   same   time   he 


thought  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  say  that 
the  Government  had  not  been  altogether 
unsuccessful  in  conciliating  -  the  public 
opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  South 
Wales,  in  framing  the  proposition  they 
had  ventured,  after  much  deliberation,  to 
recommend  to  the  adoption  of  Parliament. 
So  much,  then,  as  to  the  state  of  public 
opinion  in  New  South  Wales.  But  he  had 
also  another  paper  that  had  arrired  by  the 
same  mail  from  Port  Phillip.  He  was  less 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  this  paper, 
and  therefore  could  not  speak  with  ao  much 
confidence  of  its  value  as  an  authority  as 
he  had  done  of  the  other.  It  was  the 
Victoria  Colonist  of  the  14th  September, 
and  it  stated  as  follows: — 

**  It  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  Earl  Grey  and 
the  rest  of  Her  Sfajesty*s  Sfinisters  to  find  that 
the  boon  granted  by  them  to  the  Australian  colo- 
nies in  the  new  constitution  before  us,  has  dtfAised 
such  a  general  satisfaction  throughout  the  pro- 
vince of  Victoria.  All  the  newspapers  are  muuii- 
mous  in  their  expressions  of  approval,  and  there 
is  not  even  one  solitary  instance  of  dissent." 

Therefore  it  would  appear  they  had  at  pre- 
sent reason  to  believe  that  the  uihabitants 
of  the  Australian  colonies  would  be  less 
critical  and  more  easy  to  please  on  this 
matter  than  some  of  those,  who,  doubtless 
with  the  best  intentions,  stood  forward  to 
defend  their  iDterests  in  that  House;  and 
that  they  were  inclined  gratefully  and 
readily  to  accept  those  measures  which  he 
might  truly  say  were  framed  and  deyised 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  their  be- 
nefit and  consult  their  wishes,  and  to  place 
them  upon  that  footing  on  which  he  was 
sure  they  had  a  right  to  be — that  of  free 
members  of  the  British  empire.  The  Go- 
vernment had  reason,  he  said,  for  belieying 
that  their  efforts  in  this  respect  had  not 
been  unattended  with  success,  and  that 
they  would  secure  the  object  for  which 
they  were  intended,  and  lay  by  this  Bill 
the  foundations  of  free  institutions,  calcu- 
lated to  produce  happiness  and  prosperitj 
for  the  colonies  concerned.  It  had  been 
urged  by  some  that  a  constitution  of  three 
estates,  following  the  model  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  mother  country,  was  altoge- 
ther preferable  to  the  form  of  constitutioii 
now  proposed  for  New  South  Wales.  Now, 
the  fact  was,  that  that  was  the  rery  same 
opinion  as  had  been  originallj  stronglj 
expressed  in  the  report  of  the  Conunittee 
of  Privy  Council  on  Trade  and  Plantations; 
and  it  was  only  in  deference  to  the  strong 
feeling  existing  in  the  Australian  colonies^ 
as  conveyed  to  the  Home  Goyemment  in 
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the  resolutions  passed  at  numerous  public 
meetings,  and  annexed  to  the  despatch  of 
Sir  W.  Denison,  that  the  original  intention 
had  been  departed  from.  That  was  the 
sole  reason  whj  the  Government  now  re- 
commended that  the  mixed  council  should 
remain  where  it  was,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  they  should  be  invested  with  the 
power  of  altering  it  whenever  they  thought 
fit.  The  House  would  find  numbers  of 
petitions  from  different  towns  in  the  colony 
contained  in  the  papers  headed  **  Austra- 
lian Colonies,"  now  lying  on  the  table. 
He  would  quote  one  at  pages  3,  4,  as  a 
specimen.     It  was — 

"  That  the  contents  of  the  despatch  dated  July 
31,  1847,  from  Earl  Grey,  Secretory  of  Stote  for 
the  Colonies,  has  excited  in  the  breasts  of  your 
Majesty's  petitioners  indignation  and  alarm,  as 
by  it  they  learn  that  the  electoral  franchise  en- 
joyed by  them  under  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament of  5  ds  6  Vict.,  cap.  76,  was  about  to 
be  abrogated  and  superseded  by  a  crude  experi- 
ment no  less  at  Tariance  with  the  principles  of 
the  British  constitution,  than  absurd  and  imprac- 
ticable in  a  population  dispersed,  and  located,  as 
are  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales.  Second 
to  none  of  Tour  Majesty's  subjects,  in  glowing 
loyalty  to  Your  Majesty's  person,  and  deep  vener- 
ation for  the  principles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
parent  Stote,  as  seen  in  operation  in  Great  Britoin, 
Your  Majesty's  petitioners  are  unconscious  of  any 
adequate  reason  for  depriving  them  of  that  dearly 
cherished  birthright  of  a  Briton,  the  power  of 
electing  his  representotiyes  in  the  councils  of 
their  country.  That  an  Act  effecting  the  change 
propounded  by  Earl  Grey,  would  deprire  Your 
Majesty's  petitioners  of  that  power,  and  thus  be  in 
truth  to  them  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  with- 
out  a  pretence  that  any  conduct  of  theirs  has 
merited  punishment.  That  Your  Majesty's  peti- 
tioners claim  the  right  to  enjoy,  as  nearly  as  cir- 
cumstonces  will  admit,  the  full  benefit  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  constitution,  and  humbly  and 
earnestly  implore  Your  Majesty  to  be  graciously 
pleased  to  interpose  your  high  authority  to  pre- 
Tcnt  this  colony  being  made  the  field  of  theoretical 
experimento  in  legislation.  That,  as  bom  sub- 
jects of  Your  Majesty,  they  conceive  themselves 
entitled  to  all  the  blessings  and  benefito  of  Britons ; 
and  they  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  expect  that 
no  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  colony 
shall  be  effected  without  the  previous  assent  of 
those  whose  liberties  and  property  must  be  affected 
by  it.  Yonr  petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly 
pray  Your  Most  Gracious  Majesty  will  not  assent 
to  any  alteration  of  electoral  franchise  of  your 
subjects  in  this  colony,  which  may  have  the  effect 
of  diminishing  the  rights  they  now  enjoy,  nor  any 
such  important  changes  in  the  form  of  their  go- 
vernment, which  shall  not  have  been  previously 
submitted  for  the  opinion,  and  received  the  appro- 
bation, of  the  colonisto." 

The  Government,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, had  done  exactly  what  the  colonists 
wished;  for  whilst  they  had  retained  the 
institutions  they  now  had,  they  included 


within  them  the  further  power  of  being 
altered  when  the  colony  should  think  fit, 
and  he  found  that  that  part  of  the  scheme 
of  the  Qovemment  received  their  unquali- 
fied approbation.  So  much  for  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Bill  for  the  Australian  colonies 
now  before  the  House.  But  the  hon.  Bn- 
ronet  the  Member  for  Southwark  had  made 
some  observations  also  on  the  constitution 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to  ad- 
vert. The  papers  relating  to  this  subject 
had  certainly  lain  on  the  table  but  a  very 
short  time,  and  therefore  he  could  not  blame 
the  boo.  Baronet  for  the  mistake  he  had 
made;  but  he  assuredly  could  never  have 
read  the-  documento  with  any  great  de- 
gree of  attention  when  he  represented 
the  plan  of  the  Government  to  be  what 
he  had  stated  it.  [Sir  W.  Molesworth 
said,  that  he  had  not  been  guided  by 
the  papers  which  he  had  not  read,  but  by 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.]  The  hon.  Baronet 
said  that  the  constitution  for  the  Cape  was 
to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  Sir  Harry  Smith. 
[Sir  W.  Molesworth  expressed  his  dis- 
sent.] Nothing  could  be  more  completely' 
at  variance  with  the  truth  than  this  as- 
sertion, the  truth  being  that  the  main 
principles  of  this  constitution  were  impera- 
tively laid  down,  there  not  being  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  case  of  the  Cape,  that  was  en- 
countered in  that  of  Australia.  There 
they  introduced  that  form  of  constitution 
in  the  abstract  which  they  believed  to  be 
the  best  fitted  for  Englishmen — ^namely, 
that  of  the  three  estates — and  gave  the  co- 
lony the  Governor  and  the  two  Councils. 
The  only  thing  left  to  Sir  Harry  Smith 
was  certain  details  with  regard  to  the  qua- 
lifications and  other  matters,  which  the 
Government  felt  it  extremely  difficult  to 
settle  in  this  country,  without  sources  of 
information  which  the  Governor  and  his 
Council  on  the  spot  could  most  effectually 
command.  And  he  was  sure  that  any 
Gentleman  who  read  with  any  care  the 
able  and  talented  papers  emanating  fix)m 
the  members  of  the  Council  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  from  the  Chief  Justice  and 
Secretary  Montague,  and  Mr.  Porter,  the 
Attorney  General,  and  observed  the  liberal 
and  enlarged  spirit  in  which  they  were 
conceived,  must  feel  that  the  Government 
acted  judiciously  and  wisely  in  leaving  it 
to  them  to  suggest  these  details,  rather 
than  incur  the  risk,  by  attempting  to  ar- 
range them  with  their  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances,  of  having  them 
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sent  home,  in  case  of  mistake,  to  be  en- 
tirely framed  anew.  He  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House  further  on 
these  subjects,  but  he  must  state  his  firm 
conviction  that  it  would  be  most  difficult 
in  practice  to  draw  a  precise  line  of  dis- 
tinction between  that  class  of  questions 
which  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  colonial  legislatures,  without 
reference  to  the  Home  Government,  and 
those  in  which  the  Home  Government 
should  have  the  right  of  exercising  a  veto. 
He  believed  that  every  prudent  English 
Government  would  desire,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, not  only  to  promote,  but  to  encou- 
rage all  our  colonies  which  had  the  bless- 
ing of  free  institutions  in  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, managing  their  own  local  concerns 
for  themselves.  He  felt  as  strongly  as  the 
hon.  Baronet  could,  the  inexpediency,  and 
indeed  the  impossibility,  of  our  intermed- 
dling in  any  manner  that  could  prove 
beneficial  to  the  colonies  themselves,  with 
the  regulation  of  their  own  local  affairs  ; 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  most  difficult 
and  dangerous  to  adopt  a  rule  attempting 
to  draw  a  precise  line  to  distinguish  impe- 
rial from  local  questions.  He  believed  it 
might  be  done,  however,  for  all  practical 
and  needful  purposes,  far  better  by  the 
discretion  and  prudence  of  the  Home  Go- 
vernment, than  could  be  effected  by  the 
fixed  and  arbitrary  definitions  of  any  Act 
of  Parliament ;  and  he  agreed  with  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Youghal 
had  said  with  respect  to  the  solution  of  the 
difficulty  which  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  South wark  saw,  but  could  not 
solve.  Leaving  the  difficulty  of  laying 
down  definitions  to  the  Privy  Council,  would 
occasion  the  most  serious  dangers  and  liti- 
gation. Even  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  where  the  supreme 
court  exercised  the  function  of  defining 
the  limits  of  the  authority  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  the  Congress  respectively, 
serious  difficulties  had  arisen,  although  the 
two  separate  jurisdictions  existed  in  one 
spot  and  in  the  same  country;  and  these 
evils  he  believed  would  be  infinitely  multi- 
plied and  aggravated  whenever  distant  co- 
lonies were  found  contending  with  the  Im- 
perial Government  at  home  on  questions 
of  the  nicest  distinction.  He  believed,  that 
under  such  a  system,  the  discontent  of  the 
colonies  would  be  infinitely  greater  than 
under  the  system  which  now  existed,  pro- 
vided it  was  discreetly  and  properly  ad- 
ministered. He  firmly  believed  it  was  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 


work  this  system  in  a  manner  which  would 
leave  to  the  colonies,  having  local  legisl»- 
latures,  as  far  as  possible,  that  unfettered 
and  unrestricted  management  of  their  own 
concerns,  which  properly  and  fairly  be- 
longed to  them.  But  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  for  the  general  interests  of  the 
empire  to  reserve  the  ultimate  and  supreme 
control  of  the  Government  and  Parliament 
of  this  country  over  all  its  scattered  mem- 
bers. He  admitted  that  that  system  might 
not  be  perfectly  reconcileable  in  its  work- 
ing with  the  theory  of  the  speculative  phi- 
losopher ;  but,  as  Mr.  Burke  had  said,  it 
was  yet  found  in  its  practical  and  daily 
operation  to  secure  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  all  the  different  members  of  our 
great  and  widely-extended  empire.  And, 
therefore,  he  trusted  the  House  would  de- 
cide upon  adhering  to  that  view,  without 
venturing  upon  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
dangerous  ground  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  South  wark. 

Mr.  roebuck  said,  he  should  be  sorrj 
to  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  tak- 
ing the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opin- 
ion upon  a  subject  on  which  he  had  be- 
stowed a  considerable  degree  of  attention. 
He  understood  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  to  have  done  two  things 
that  night :  first,  he  had  explained  the  ge- 
neral policy  intended  to  be  pursued  by  the 
Government  with  respect  to  our  colonial 
possessions  at  large;  and,  next,  he  gave  us 
an  illustration  of  that  general  policy,  in  the 
shape  of  a  specific  measure.  In  support  of 
the  general  policy  which  he  was  about  to 
adopt,  be  had  taken  a  review  of  the  past 
history  of  our  colonial  system;  but,  by  a 
most  curious  and  extraordinary  fatality,  he 
had  altogether  omitted  from  his  historical 
sketch  the  most  important  part  of  all  our 
colonial  history,  namely,  the  colonisation 
of  the  present  United  States  of  America. 
The  noble  Lord  moved  that  out  of  his  path, 
and  confined  his  observations  to  a  certain 
charter  given  to  Lord  Carlisle  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  with  respect  to  one  of  our 
West  India  possessions;  but  if  they  had  a 
policy  at  all  in  their  colonial  government, 
it  was  to  be  found  in  those  remarkable 
charters  which  were  granted  to  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  South  wark  stated  to  the 
House  that  those  charters  were  simply  ge- 
neral powers  conferred  on  the  colonists 
whereby  they  might  make  unto  themseWes 
a  constitution  ;  but  that  was  not  the  case. 
The  charters  given  to  those  colonies  were 
most  peculiarly  definite  and  specific,  and 
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tbe  resolutions  passed  at  numerous  public 
meetings,  and  annexed  to  the  despatch  of 
Sir  W.  Denison,  that  the  original  intention 
had  been  departed  from.  That  was  the 
sole  reason  why  the  Government  now  re- 
commended that  the  mixed  council  should 
remain  where  it  was,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  they  should  be  invested  with  the 
power  of  altering  it  whenever  they  thought 
m.  The  House  would  find  numbers  of 
petitions  from  different  towns  in  the  colony 
contained  in  the  papers  headed  **  Austra- 
lian Colonies,'*  now  lying  on  the  table. 
He  would  quote  one  at  pages  3,  4,  as  a 
specimen.     It  was — 

*<  That  the  contents  of  the  despatch  dated  July 
81,  1847,  from  Earl  Grey,  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  has  excited  in  the  breasts  of  your 
Majesty's  petitioners  indignation  and  alarm,  as 
by  it  they  learn  that  the  electoral  franchise  en- 
joyed by  them  under  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament of  6  A  Q  Yict.,  cap.  76,  was  about  to 
be  abrogated  and  superseded  by  a  crude  experi- 
ment no  less  at  variance  with  the  principles  of 
the  British  constitution,  than  absurd  and  imprac- 
ticable in  a  population  dispersed,  and  located,  as 
are  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales.  Second 
to  none  of  Tour  Majesty's  subjects,  in  glowing 
loyalty  to  Your  Majesty's  person,  and  deep  vener- 
ation for  the  principles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
parent  State,  as  seen  in  operation  in  Great  Britain, 
Your  Majesty's  petitioners  are  unconscious  of  any 
adequate  reason  for  depriving  them  of  that  dearly 
eherished  birthright  of  a  Briton,  the  power  of 
electing  his  representatives  in  the  councils  of 
their  country.  That  an  Act  effecting  the  change 
propounded  by  Earl  Grey,  would  deprive  Your 
Jligesty's  petitioners  of  that  power,  and  thus  be  in 
truth  to  them  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  with- 
out a  pretence  that  any  conduct  of  theirs  has 
merited  punishment.  That  Your  Majesty's  peti- 
tioners claim  the  right  to  enjoy,  as  nearly  as  cir- 
eumstances  will  admit,  the  full  benefit  of  the  prin- 
eiples  of  the  British  constitution,  and  humbly  and 
earnestly  implore  Your  Majesty  to  be  graciously 
pleased  to  interpose  your  high  authority  to  pre- 
Tent  this  colony  being  made  the  field  of  theoretical 
experiments  in  legisUtion.  That,  as  born  sub- 
jects of  Your  Majesty,  they  conceive  themselves 
entitled  to  all  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  Britons ; 
and  they  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  expect  that 
no  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  colony 
riiall  be  effected  without  the  previous  assent  of 
tboee  whose  liberties  and  property  must  be  affected 
by  it.  Yonr  petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly 
pnj  Your  Most  Gracious  Majesty  will  not  assent 
to  any  alteration  of  electoral  franchise  of  your 
flobjeets  in  this  colony,  which  may  have  the  effect 
of  aiminiihing  the  rights  thoy  now  enjoy,  nor  any 
meli  important  changes  in  the  form  of  their  go- 
vernment, which  shall  not  have  been  previously 
submitted  for  the  opinion,  and  received  the  appro- 
bation, of  the  colonists." 

The  GoTomment,  under  these  circumstan- 
eea*  had  done  exactly  what  the  colonists 
widhed;  for  whilst  they  had  retained  the 
iiiititatiomi  they  now  had,  they  included 


within  them  the  further  power  of  being 
altered  when  the  colony  should  think  fit, 
and  he  found  that  that  part  of  the  scheme 
of  the  Government  received  their  unquali^ 
fied  approbation.  So  much  for  the  ques* 
tion  of  the  Bill  for  the  Australian  colonies 
now  before  the  House.  But  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Southwark  had  made 
some  observations  also  on  the  constitution 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to  ad- 
vert. The  papers  relating  to  this  subject 
had  certainly  lain  on  the  table  but  a  very 
short  time,  and  therefore  he  could  not  blame 
the  hon.  Baronet  for  the  mistake  he  had 
made;  but  he  assuredly  could  never  have 
read  the-  documents  with  any  great  de- 
gree of  attention  when  he  represented 
the  plan  of  the  Government  to  be  what 
he  had  stated  it.  [Sir  W.  Molesworth 
said,  that  he  had  not  been  guided  by 
the  papers  which  he  had  not  read,  but  by 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.]  The  hon.  Baronet 
said  that  the  constitution  for  the  Cape  was 
to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  Sir  Harry  Smith. 
[Sir  W.  Molesworth  expressed  his  dis- 
sent.] Nothing  could  be  more  completely' 
at  variance  with  the  truth  than  this  as- 
sertion, the  truth  being  that  the  main 
principles  of  this  constitution  were  impera- 
tively laid  down,  there  not  being  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  case  of  the  Cape,  that  was  en- 
countered in  that  of  Australia.  There 
they  introduced  that  form  of  constitution 
in  the  abstract  which  they  believed  to  be 
the  best  fitted  for  Englishmen — namely, 
that  of  the  three  estates — and  gave  the  co- 
lony the  Governor  and  the  two  Councils. 
The  only  thing  left  to  Sir  Harry  Smith 
was  certain  details  with  regard  to  the  qua- 
lifications and  other  matters,  which  the 
Government  felt  it  extremely  difficult  to 
settle  in  this  country,  without  sources  of 
information  which  the  Governor  and  his 
Council  on  the  spot  could  most  efiectually 
command.  And  he  was  sure  that  any 
Gentleman  who  read  with  any  care  the 
able  and  talented  papers  emanating  from 
the  members  of  the  Council  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  from  the  Chief  Justice  and 
Secretary  Montague,  and  Mr.  Porter,  the 
Attorney  General,  and  observed  the  liberal 
and  enlarged  spirit  in  which  they  were 
conceived,  must  feel  that  the  Government 
acted  judiciously  and  wisely  in  leaving  it 
to  them  to  suggest  these  details,  rather 
than  incur  the  risk,  by  attempting  to  ar- 
range them  with  their  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances,  of  having  them 
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sent  home,  in  case  of  mistake,  to  be  en- !  work  this  STstem  ix  &  mymgr  wlueh  would 
tirelT  framed  anew.  He  did  not  think  it  leave  to  the  coloiuea.  iiiB'Tiur  loeal  legisk- 
necessarjr  to  trouble  the  House  farther  on  _  latures,  as  far  as  p-Haniifr.  chmt  unfettered 
these  subjects,  but  he  must  state  his  firm  '  and  unrestricted  maaaccHCBft  of  ihesr  own 
conviction  that  it  would  be  most  difficult '  concerns,  which  profcrix  and  fiurij  be- 
in  practice  to  draw  a  precise  line  of  dis-  '  longed  to  them.  Bob  he  thought  it  was 
tinction  between  that  class  of  questions  necessary  for  the  general  interats  of  the 
which  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  deci-  empire  to  reserve  the  oldmate  and  supreme 
sion  of  the  colonial  legislatures,  without  control  of  the  GoTemment  and  Pariiament 
reference  to  the  Home  Government,  and  of  this  countrr  over  aH  ha  scattered  mem- 
those  in  which  the  Home  Government  hers.  He  admitted  that  that  sjstem  might 
should  have  the  right  of  exercising  a  veto,  not  be  perfectlr  reconcileable  in  its  work- 
He  believed  that  every  prudent  English  ing  with  the  theory  of  the  sp«cnlatiTe  phi- 
Government  would  desire,  as  far  as  pes- .  losopher ;  but,  as  llr.  Borke  had  aaid,  it 
sible,  not  only  to  promote,  but  to  encou- '  was  yet  found  in  its  practical  and  dailj 
rage  all  oar  colonies  which  had  the  bless-  operation  to  secure  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ing  of  free  institutions  in  as  far  as  pos-  ness  of  all  the  dz£erent  members  of  our 
sible,  managing  their  own  local  concerns  great  and  widely-extended  empire.  And, 
for  themselves.  He  felt  as  strongly  as  the  therefore,  he  trusted  the  House  would  de- 
hon.  Baronet  could,  the  inexpediency,  and  cide  upon  adhering  to  that  riew,  withoat 
indeed  the  impossibility,  of  our  intenned-  venturing  upon  what  he  beliered  to  be  the 
diing  in  any  manner  that  could  prove  dangerous  ground  suggested  by  the  hon. 
beneficial  to  the  colonies  themselves,  with  Baronet  the  Slember  for  Sooth wark. 
the  regulation  of  their  own  local  atfairs  :  Mb.  ROEBUCK  said,  he  should  be  sorry 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  tak- 
and  dangerous  to  adopt  a  rule  attempting  ing  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opin- 
to  draw  a  precise  line  to  distinguish  impe-  ion  upon  a  subject  on  which  he  had  be- 
rial  from  local  questions.  He  believed  it  stowed  a  considerable  degree  of  attentioD. 
might  be  done,  however,  for  all  practical  He  underst'XKi  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
and  needful  purposes,  far  better  by  the  of  the  Government  to  have  done  two  things 
discretion  and  prudence  of  the  Home  Go-  that  night :  first,  he  had  explained  the  ge^ 
vemment.  than  couM  be  effected  by  the  neral  policy  intended  to  be  pursued  by  the 
fixed  and  arbitrary  definitions  of  any  Act  Government  with  respect  to  our  colonial 
of  Parliament ;  and  he  acrreed  with  what  possessions  at  large:  and,  next,  he  gave  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Youghal  an  illustration  of  that  general  policT,  in  the 
hail  said  with  respect  to  the  solution  of  the  shape  of  a  specific  measure.  In  support  of 
difficulty  which  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem-  the  general  policy  which  he  was  about  to 
ber  for  South  wark  saw,  but  could  not  adopt,  l;e  had  uken  a  review  of  the  past 
solve.  Leaving:  the  difficulty  of  lavinir  historv  of  our  colonial  STstem:  hut,  hr  a 
down  definitions  to  the  Privv  Council,  would  most  curious  and  extraordinarr  IktalitT,  he 
occasion  the  most  serious  dangers  and  liti-  had  altogether  omitted  from  his  historical 
gation.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  United  sketch  the  most  important  part  of  aU  our 
States  of  America,  where  the  supreme  colonial  history,  namely,  the  colonisntkNi 
court  exercised  the  function  of  defining  of  the  present  United  States  of  America. 
the  limits  of  the  authority  of  the  State  The  noble  Lord  moved  that  out  of  his  path. 
Legislature  and  the  Congress  respectively,  and  confined  his  observations  to  a  certain 
serious  difficult: trs  had  arisen,  although  the  charter  given  to  Lord  Carlisle  in  the  reign 
two  separate  jurisd  let  ions  existed  in  one  o:  Charles  1.  with  respect  to  one  of  our 
spot  and  in  the  same  country;  and  these  West  Isiia  possessions;  but  if  they  had  a 
evils  he  believed  would  be  infinitely  multi-  pjiloy  ai  all  in  their  colonial  goremment, 
plied  and  aggravated  whenever  distant  co-  it  was  to  be  found  in  those  remarkable 
lonies  were  fouud  contending  with  the  Im-  charters  which  were  granted  to  the  United 
perial  Government  at  home  on  questior.s  States  of  America.  The  hon.  Baronet 
of  the  nicest  distinction.  He  believed,  that  the  Member  for  South  wark  stated  to  the 
under  such  a  system,  the  discontent  of  the  House  that  those  charters  were  simply  ge- 
colonies  would  be  infinitely  grt^ater  than  neral  powers  conferred  on  the  colonists 
under  the  system  which  now  existed,  pnv  whervby  they  might  make  unto  thems^Tes 
▼ided  it  was  discreetly  and  properly  ad-  a  constitution  :  but  that  was  not  the  case, 
aiustered.  He  firmly  lielieved  it  was  the  The  charters  given  to  those  coloiues  were 
mteutioo  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to   most  peculiarly  definite  and  spedfica  and 
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went  into  the  particulars — so  much  so,  that 
some  of  them  even  to  the  present  hour  are 
the  actual  constitutions  of  a  portion  of  the 
United  States.  And  one  of  the  most  des- 
potic Ministers  this  country  ever  had,  under 
one  of  the  most  despotic  monarchs  this 
country  ever  had — Lord  Clarendon,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II. — conferred  on  Rhode 
Island  so  liberal  a  constitution,  that  to  the 
present  hour  it  is  the  constitution  of  that 
State.  So  specifically  was  it  given,  that 
they  were  enabled  under  it  to  elect  a  body 
that  is  the  governing  body  to  the  present 
hour.  The  noble  Lord  laid  down  a  most 
constitutional  proposition  of  great  liberality. 
He  said  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  to  the  colonies  the  manage- 
ment entirely  of  their  own  concerns.  He 
(Mr.  Roebuck)  was  delighted  to  hear  him 
say  so;  and  then  the  noble  Lord  began  to 
deal  with,  and  comment  upon,  the  conduct 
of  certain  gentlemen,  Members  of  that 
House,  of  whom  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  was 
proud  to  be  one,  in  respect  to  the  present 
policy  of  governing  our  colonial  possessions. 
If  they  wanted  a  justification  for  their  con- 
duct, or  required  anything  to  satisfy  them- 
selves and  the  country,  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  Lord  supplied  that  justification.  A 
Bet  of  gentlemen,  belonging  to  all  sections 
of  politics,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, expressed  the  deepest  interest  in  colo- 
nial government,  and  made  the  noble  Lord 
aware  that  the  country  felt  interested  in  it, 
and  he  was  also  obliged  to  give  attention 
to  the  subject.  He  (Mr.  Roebuck)  was  sa- 
tisfied that  if  the  country  was  quiet,  and  if 
they  had  not  expressed  their  opinions,  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  be  so  anxious  as  he 
was  on  the  present  occasion  to  satisfy  them. 
The  noble  Lord's  attention  having  been 
directed  to  the  subject,  he  came,  as  he  ge- 
nerally did,  very  gallantly  up  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  very  nearly  satisfied  him  as  to  the 
colony  of  South  Africa.  But  he  would  tell 
the  noble  Lord  that  he  could  never  have 
two  measures  for  their  colonies,  nor  three 
measures;  and  after  what  was  proposed  to 
be  done  for  South  Africa,  he  might  be  sure 
that  the  colonies  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  New  Brunswick,  would  all  demand  elec- 
tiTe  councils.  That  would  be  no  new  thing 
to  him  (Mr.  Roebuck);  he  had  been  asking 
for  something  like  twenty  years  for  that 
dective  council,  and  he  saw  a  civil  war 
arise  because  that  council  had  been  denied. 
He  had  seen  a  country  held  back  in  the 
race  of  improvement,  because  that  was  not 
granted.  But  the  noble  Lord's  mind  seem- 
ed now  like  a  blank  sheet  of  paper,  ready 


to  receive  impressions  free  and  unbiassed. 
His  mind  was  brought  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  double  chamber  was  necessary, 
and  that  both  should  be  elective.  He 
was  delighted  to  hear  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  brought  his  mind  to  that  opin- 
ion; but  he  could  not  understand  by  what 
process,  having  arrived  at  that  conclu- 
sion respecting  South  Africa,  he  should  ar- 
rive at  exactly  the  opposite  conclusion  with 
respect  to  New  South  Wales.  [Mr.  Hawes  : 
No,  no !  ]  The  noble  Lord  had  certainly 
come  to  a  most  opposite  conclusion  with 
respect  to  New  South  Wales.  This  was 
no  new  question,  and  had  been  brought 
before  other  assemblies  than  that.  They 
all  knew  that  the  question  of  a  single 
chamber  was  a  question  mooted  in  France 
since  1789.  The  great  revolution  of  1789 
turned  on  that  very  question,  and  the  Con- 
stituent Assembly  made  one  single  cham- 
ber out  of  three.  The  noble  Lord  had 
this  question  in  his  mind  before,  and  decided 
in  favour  of  two  chambers,  but  coming  to 
New  South  Wales,  it  appeared  that  the 
colonists  were  so  satisfied  with  the  present 
constitution  that  they  would  not  accept 
that  which  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  supposed 
would  be  a  much  better  one.  A  petition 
had  been  referred  to  in  which  the  peti- 
tioners protested  against  unnecessary  and 
theoretical  experiments;  but  this  was  no 
theoretical  experiment.  They  had  seen 
two  chambers  in  this  country  for  a  number 
of  years;  and  all  their  colonies  in  North 
America,  except  Rhode  Island,  had  two 
chambers.  And  when  the  noble  Lord  was 
about  to  make  a  model  constitution  in  South 
Africa,  which  will  go  down  to  posterity  as 
peculiarly  his  own,  he  proposed  a  double 
chamber.  Though  some  notion  might  pre- 
vail in  Sydney  in  favour  of  their  present 
system,  was  all  South  Australia  or  Port 
Phillip  bound  to  follow  that  most  unhappy 
experiment  ?  What  had  they  got  at  Syd- 
ney ?  A  council,  two-thirds  of  whom  wer^ 
elected  members,  and  one-third  the  nomi 
nees  of  the  Crown.  [Mr.  Hawes  :  The 
Governor.]  Nominees  of  the  Governor. 
Now  if  this  form  of  constitution  were  to  be 
imitated,  what  would  those  nominees  be  ? 
They  would  constitute  a  clique  of  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Government,  who 
would  be  in  constant  hot  water  with  the 
whole  community.  The  popular  mind 
would  be  for  ever  directed  against  them. 
He  (Mr.  Roebuck)  might  say  he  had  lived 
in  a  colonial  community ;  he  knew  what  it 
was — it  was  a  small  narrow  community, 
everybody  knowing  everybody,  and  almost 


591       The  Australian  Colonies       {COMMONS} 


^-Committee. 


593 


everybody  hating  everybody.  He  could 
not  himself  conceive  anything  so  horrible 
to  a  man  who  did  not  wish  constantly  to 
be  in  hot  water  than  living  in  that  state. 
He  knew  what  would  be  the  consequence. 
The  moment  they  got  their  council  there, 
they  would  have  a  great  constitutional  ques- 
tion to  discuss.  It  would  be  the  subject 
of  dispute  and  patriotic  declamation.  They 
would  have  opposition,  and  they  would  be 
always  fighting  with  the  Colonial  Office — 
that  is  to  say,  the  Colonial  Office  would  be 
fighting  with  the  colonies.  [Mr.  Hawes  : 
About  what  ?]  My  hon.  Friend  has  been 
three  years  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and  yet 
asks  that  question.  Because  the  nominees 
of  the  Government  would  not  satisfy  the 

Iieople.  They  might  be  the  best  possible 
egislature,  but  they  would  not  be  the 
legislature  of  the  people.  If  it  were  com- 
posed of  the  most  admirable  men  that  could 
be  found,  the  suspicions  and  prejudices  of 
the  people  would  be  aroused,  because  there 
were  a  set  of  men  sitting  there  who  would 
be  the  nominees  of  the  Government,  and 
they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  that  le- 
gislature. He  asked  the  noble  Lord, 
whose  object  he  really  believed  to  be  to 
govern  the  colonies  well,  why  did  he  halt 
thus  in  the  march  of  improvement  ?  His 
better  mind  was  acting  in  South  Africa, 
but  in  New  South  Wales  it  deserts  him, 
and  some  evil  genius  now  presides.  Why, 
he  asked,  should  they  leave  this  single  blot 
on  the  largest  portion  now  of  their  colonial 
possessions  ?  Taking  the  general  name  of 
Australia,  it  was  the  largest  portion  of  land 
they  had  got  to  settle,  and  why  should  they 
maintain  there  a  faulty  constitution  ?  It 
was  admitted  that,  taking  the  general  pro- 
position, two  chambers  were  better  than 
one ;  but  then  it  was  said  there  was  an  in- 
stance in  which  one  chamber  at  present 
exists,  and  as  they  were  about  to  make 
constitutions  for  Van  Diemen's  Land,  Port 
Phillip,  South  Australia,  and  another  co- 
lony— as  they  were  about  to  make  five 
new  constitutions  in  Australia,  the  Govern- 
ment were  led  to  go  against  their  better 
judgment,  because  there  now  exists  one 
faulty  constitution.  He  (Mr.  Roebuck) 
asked  the  Government  to  deal  with  this 
question  with  a  knowledge  of  human  nature 
— he  asked  them  to  address  themselves  to 
the  subject  as  men  having  a  knowledge  of 
human  nature — he  asked  them,  when  mak- 
ing a  great  experiment  like  this,  not  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  discontent,  and  not  to  plant 
a  quarrel  which  would  overshadow  the  be- 
nefits to  arise  from  this  measure. 


Mr.  HAWES  begged  to  call  attention, 
in  the  first  place,  to  two  petitions  signed 
by  certain  landowners  and  inhabitants  of 
New  South  Wales.  The  petitioners  stated 
that  the  5  in  6  Vict.,  the  Act  establish- 
ing the  constitution  of  New  South  Wales, 
was  brought  in  and  passed  after  serious 
deliberation;  that  it  had  only  existed  for 
five  years,  and  was  welcomed  as  a  boon; 
and  both  prayed  that  no  changes  in  this 
constitution  might  be  made  without  their 
consent.  There  was  also  a  petition  to  the 
same  effect  from  Van  Piemen's  Land,  ob- 
jecting to  any  constitution  but  that  con- 
ferred on  New  South  Wales,  and  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council  of  that  island  were  also 
favourable  to  a  single  chamber.  Now,  New 
South  Wales  was  the  largest  and  most 
populous  of  their  colonies,  and  what  was 
the  constitution  it  possessed  ?  He  was  not 
going  to  defend  a  single  chamber;  he 
agreed  that  the  old  constitution  was  pre- 
ferable, but  what  was  the  constitution  that 
was  so  highly  popular  in  New  Sonth 
Wales  ?  The  Legislative  Council  was  elee- 
tive,  with  this  exception  that  one-third  of 
its  number  consisted  of  nominees,  the  other 
two-thirds  being  elected  by  the  people.  It 
followed  from  that,  that  it  was  essentially 
a  popular  constitution,  the  numbers  ot 
official  to  elected  members  being  in  the 
ratio  of  one  to  two.  If  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield 
referred  to  the  papers,  he  would  see  that 
the  question  of  a  single  and  double  oham- 
ber  had  been  debated  in  the  Council  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  there  was  a  very 
narrow  division — the  double  chamber  be- 
ing negatived  only  by  a  single  vote.  That 
was  evidence  clearly  that  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales  prevailing  in  favour  of  a  doable 
chamber,  for  the  minority  was  so  large 
that  it  was  only  over-ruled  by  a  single  vote. 
But  on  examining  the  division  it  would  be 
found  that  nine  of  the  elected  members  voted 
against  a  double  chamber,  and  only  four  for 
it.  So  the  elected  members  decided  two  to 
one  against  the  double  chamber.  His  de* 
fence  of  the  proposition  of  the  Government, 
therefore,  was,  that  the  single  chamber  was 
acceptable  to  the  colonists,  and  that  it 
worked  well,  and  they  thought  it  right  to 
rest  their  measures  on  an  established  and 
tried  constitution  that  had  given  satisfae- 
tion.  In  taking  that  course,  was  it  de- 
cided by  Parliament  that  there  should  be 
a  single  chamber  ?  If  hon.  Gentlemen  re» 
ferred  to  the  Bill  of  last  year — and  the  Bill 
of  this  year  in  this  respect  was  the  same 
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as  the  last — thej  would  find  that  the  Legis-  |  tually  matured,  and  the  intention  to  intro- 
lative  Council  of  New  South  Wales  had  '  duce  them  entertained,  long  before  the  Co- 
power  to  alter  this  constitution.  With  this  lonial  Reform  Association  was  formed.  One 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  a  double  chamber  i  of  the  members  of  that  association  was  a 
— ^with  all  this  prepossession  in  favour  of  a  ;  former  Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  that 
double  chamber,  was  it  not  wise  to  leave  that  |  association  invited  the  colonists  to  send  ao- 
question  to  be  the  subject  of  public  discus-  credited  agents  to  represent  the  colonists, 
sion  in  the  colony,  to  preserve  their  consti-  He  (Mr.  Hawes)  must  say  that  a  more  dan- 
tation  intact,  but  to  give  to  them  tbe  power,  '  gerous  or  objectionable  measure  was  never 
if  public  opinion  became  changed,  of  alter-  \  suggested.  Who  was  to  accredit  those  par- 
ing and  modifying  their  constitution.  That  ties?  How  were  they  to  ascertain  their  con- 
was  the  most  deferential  course  towards  nexion  with  the  colonists  ?  How  could  they 
their  fellow-subjects  in  New  South  Wales  know  they  represented  them  ?  They  profess- 
that  could  be  taken.  Now  he  came  to  the  ed  to  ask  for  popular  sympathy  and  support; 
observations  that  had  been  made  in  refer-  how  did  they  know  that  any  of  those  parties 
ence  to  the  Cape.  It  was  said  they  were  would  represent  the  colonists  ?  He  knew 
establishing  there  what  was  an  innovation  the  colonies  well  enough,  and  the  parties 
upon  their  ancient  colonial  system,  inas-  so  sent  might  not  be  able  to  give  the  best 
much  as  they  were  conferring  on  the  Cape  :  and  soundest  information.  The  hon.  Ba- 
the privilege  of  having  an  elective  Legisla- '  ronet — who  showed  how  much  he  attended 
tive  Council;  and  it  was  said  also  that  when  to  the  subject  by  the  sketch  he  had  given 
once  the  Parliament  of  England  declared ;  of  his  Bill — seemed  to  think  it  would  be 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Cape  should  |  a  very  easy  thing  to  distinguish  between 
consist  of  elected  members,  it  would  be  ,  what  he  called  local  legislation  and  im- 
impossible  to  refuse  to  any  other  colony  pcrial  legislation.  If  he  came  to  the 
the  boon  they  had  granted  to  the  Cape,  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  he  (Mr. 
NoWy  this  must  be  considered,  and  so  he  Hawes)  would  defy  him  successfully  to  do 
would  wish  the  House  to  consider  it,  that '  so;  but  even  if  he  succeeded  in  making  it 
if  any  colony  having  a  certain  European  .  manifest  and  clear  that  the  distinction 
population,  desired  to  have  an  elective  Le-  ^  could  be  drawn,  he  (Mr.  Hawes)  had  an  ob- 
gislative  Council,  their  declaration  for  an  jection  to  make  a  judicial  body  the  arbiters 
elected  Legislative  Council  would  meet  with  ;  of  the  question  whom  they  had  not  adverted 
no  opposition  from  them.  When  an  elected  to  at  all.  He  had  heard  it  said  that  the 
LegisIativeCouncilwasgranted  to  the  Cape,  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  or  of  New 
it  could  not  be  objected  to  in  other  colonies,  !  Zealand,,  could  not  vote  a  sum  of  501,  for 
where  the  circumstances  were  the  same.  |  the  repair  of  the  government-house  or  mar- 
He  did  not  wish  to  allude  to  anything  of  ket  place  without  writing  home  to  the  Se- 
an angry  or  recriminatory  nature  that  had  !  cretary  of  State.  That  was  not  so.  The 
marked  the  earlier  part  of  the  speech  of  the  '  money  vote  was  taken  in  the  Council ;  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Southwark;  appropriation  vote  was  taken  there  as  here, 
bot  he  must  refer  to  the  observation  that,  and  the  money  was  expended  for  local  pur- 
in  consequence  of  the  delay  that  had  oc- ;  poses  long  before  the  appropriation  act 
eorred  in  bringing  forward  this  measure,  '  came  to  them  for  ratification.  While  on 
the  hopes  of  the  colonists  had  been  dis-  !  the  subject  of  local  and  imperial  legislation, 
appointed.  That  delay  arose  partly  from  '  why  did  not  the  hon.  Baronet  refer  to  the 
tae  state  of  the  business  before  the  House  '  question  of  the  Canadian  rebellion  losses 
last  Session;  and  from  that  cause,  and  :  which  had  been  discussed  in  that  House  ? 
also  from  legal  delays,  they  had  been  pre-  In  that  case,  there  was  a  Bill  essentially 
vented  from  laying  the  Bill  on  the  table  local;  but  a  very  high  authority  in  that 
of  the  House  at  the  time  they  wished.  But  I  House  considered  it  to  be  a  Bill  involving 
thej  had  never  any  intention   to  depart  |  imperial  considerations;  and  he  (Mr.  Hawes) 


from  their  plan.  As  far  as  regarded  the 
eonstitiition  of  the  Capo  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Australian  colonies,  the  same 
tdan  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
Ml  an  its  main  provisions,  in  the  early  part 
of  last  year.  He  (Mr.  Hawes)  did  not  want 
to  detract  from  the  services  conferred  by 
liie  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Colonial 
BeAum  Association;  but  he  felt  bound  to 
Mj  this — that  those  measures  were  ac- 


did  not  deny  the  weight  of  the  arguments 
he  had  used  in  support  of  his  views.  He 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  question,  and  was 
of  opinion  at  one  time  that  a  judicial  com- 
mittee might  be  formed.  He  had  the  plea- 
sure of  having  many  conversations  with  Mr. 
Godley,  and  could  only  say,  that  after  con- 
sulting those  who  were  best  qualified  to 
give  information,  and  forming  the  best  opin- 
ion in  his  power,  he  conceived  what  the 
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hon.  Baronet  proposed  would  be  an  injurious 
measure.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Inverness-shire  said  he  would  take  a 
future  opportunity  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  British  Guiana,  and  there- 
fore he  (Mr.  Hawes)  would  not  now  refer 
to  it;  but  he  begged  to  point  out  a  serious 
mistake  in  the  few  words  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  uttered.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  said  the  franchise  was  limited,  and 
referred  to  an  election  where  only  two  men 
had  voted.  Now,  it  had  been  his  (Mr. 
Hawes *s)  fortune  to  be  elected  without  a 
vote.  He  had  seen  many  elections  in  tins 
country,  even  in  Westminster,  without  a 
vote;  but  because  tlierc  was  no  contest, 
was  it  right  to  say  there  was  no  constitu- 
ency, or  to  represent  there  were  only  two 
voters  because  the  names  of  a  proposer  and 
seconder  only  appeared  ?  From  the  papers 
on  the  table  it  would  be  found  that  there 
was  a  large  number  of  registered  electors, 
and  when  the  proper  time  came,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  explain  the  clauses  inserted 
in  the  Bill  on  the  subject.  Referring  ge- 
nerally to  our  colonial  policy,  when  the  mea- 
sures now  proposed  came  before  the  House, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  found  that  all  their 
colonies  had  representative  forms  of  go- 
vernment, and  as  nearly  those  of  the  mother 
country  as  circumstanceH  would  permit. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  South- 
wark  had  stated,  when  speaking  of  the 
Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Sir 
H.  Smith,  that  he  was  no  statesman.  He 
would  remind  the  hon.  Baronet  that,  as 
Governor  of  that  colony,  he  was  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  enjoyed  the 
fullest  opportunities  of  consulting  the  At- 
torney General  and  Judges  of  the  colony; 
and  he  could  confidently  refer  to  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table  of  the  House  as  proving 
the  ability  with  which  the  Governor  had 
discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  him. 
The  papers  on  the  table  reflected  the 
highest  honour  alike  on  the  Governor  and 
his  advisers. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  it  was 
Dot  his  intention  at  that  late  hour  of  the 
Dight  to  enter  into  any  general  view  of  the 
colonial  policy  as  laid  down  by  the  noble 
Lonl  at  the  head  of  the  Government  at  the 
commencement  of  this  debate:  neither  was 
it  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  defence  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  a&s<*ciated  them-  I 
Belres  together  under  the  name  of  the  Oi>-  ■ 
kMual  R<^form  Association.     There  micVt.  ! 
ps.  be  points  in  the  oonsthuiion  of  '■ 
M       ty  which  were  open  to  criticism:  \ 
I  nght  that  at  any  rate  it  was  on-  - 

iD  fiairoess,  to  the  credit  of  hav-  ' 


ing  been  a  useful  stimuliu  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government.  The  hoD.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  obaenred 
that  the  AuBtralian  Constitution  Bill  was 
framed  long  before  the  formation  of  the 
Colonial  Reform  Association.  Of  that  fact 
there  could  be  no  doubt;  but  it  most  be 
remembered  that  the  Australian  Constitu- 
tion Bill  was  not  the  object  of  their  admi- 
ration, but  rather  of  their  criticiam.  The 
credit  which  the  Government  had  gained 
depended  upon  a  much  more  recent  pro- 
duction, namely,  the  outline  of  a  constitn- 
tion  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  that,  he 
apprehended,  dated  sobseqnent  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  Association.  [Mr.  Hawes  : 
No  !]  It  was  in  January,  1550,  that  the 
idea  of  the  elective  council  was  canTaased 
in  the  Committee  of  Council  of  Trade  and 
Plantations.  He  was  very  anxious  to  hack 
the  appeal  which  had  been  made  bj  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  SheflBeld, 
and  was  most  desirous  that  thej  should  not 
commit  a  false  step  with  respect  to  the 
Australian  constitution.  Against  the  mo- 
tives and  intentions  of  the  Govemment  in 
proposing  a  single  chamber  for  the  Austra- 
lian colonies,  he  had  not  a  word  to  say. 
He  believed  the  Bill  brought  in  for  that 
olject.  had  been  conceived  in  an  honest 
and  friendly  spirit:  and  if  he  rentured  to 
recommend  another  arrangement,  it  was 
by  no  means  with  the  desire  of  casting  any 
discredit  upon  hon.  Members.  But  how 
stood  the  case  with  respect  to  this  single 
chamber  of  New  South  Wales  ?  The  hon. 
Member  the  Under  Secretarv  for  the  Co- 
lonies  stated  that  in  the  first  Bill  thej  pre- 
ferred a  double  chamber,  but  that  thej 
had  adopted  a  single  chamber  because  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
was  opposed  to  the  creation  of  an  Upper 
House.  He  iMr.  Gladstone  t  believed  onW 
one  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
spoke  against  a  second  chamber.  The 
hon.  Under  Secretarr  added,  that  thev 
had  provided  a  remedy  for  the  error,  if  it 
were  one.  because  ihey  proposed  to  pre 
to  the  le^nslature  which  thcT  wej«  about  to 
constitute,  the  power  of  remodelling  itself, 
and  of  establishing  a  double  chamber  in- 
stead of  a  single  one.  Now,  with  respect 
to  this  remedv,  he  thoiz^i  it  a  most  im- 
perfect  one.  because  be  i*v»k  it  for  granted 
that  the  object  of  the  Goremment  was  to 
ascertain  the  sentimonts  of  ibe  communitr 
of  Now  South  Wiios.  He  knew  of  do 
public  intey>csTs«  of  no  Cx^wn  intenesta,  and 
of  no  cc'lv^nUl  intcxY^t,  in  auT  of  the  eolo- 
nies  like  that  of  New  South  Wales, 
from  the  intcresu  and  fA*J=-«-  «'  *^i 
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pie  of  the  colony  itself.  The  hody  which 
was  to  judge  of  the  constitution,  and  which 
was  to  possess  the  power  to  alter  it,  was 
a  hody  into  which  nomination  largely  en- 
tered. It  was  a  perfectly  conceivahle  case 
that  in  this  council  of  thirty-six  in  New 
South  Wales,  there  might  he  a  majority  of 
elected  representatives  who  were  favour- 
able to  a  double  chamber,  but  that  such 
majority  of  elected  representatives  might 
be  converted  into  a  minority  upon  the 
whole,  because  the  nominated  members 
might  object  to  the  change  from  a  single 
to  a  double  chamber.  And  what  was  more 
natural  than  that  the  nominated  members 
should  so  object  ?  Because,  of  course,  the 
second  chamber,  if  desired,  would  be  an 
elective  one,  and  those  gentlemen  who  sat, 
not  by  election,  but  by  nomination,  would 
naturally  be  arrayed  upon  the  side  of  the 
single  as  against  the  double  chamber.  The 
remedy,  therefore,  proposed  was  a  most 
imperfect  one,  and  one  which  in  all  proba- 
bility would  be  found  entirely  inoperative. 
Bat  was  the  allegation  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  even  correct,  that  this  question  of 
a  double  or  single  chamber  had  been  fairly 
brought  before  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  decided  by  them  in  favour  of 
the  single  chamber  ?  He  maintained  that 
the  question  had  not  been  so  brought  be- 
fore them,  and  he  joined  issue  with  him 
upon  a  matter  of  fact.  He  maintained 
that,  so  far  from  their  deciding  in  favour 
of  the  single  chamber,  the  question  had 
never  been  before  them  at  all.  The  people 
of  New  South  Wales  had  never  dreamt 
that  the  Government  would  consent  to  give 
them  an  elective  upper  chamber.  It  was 
qnite  true  that  the  question  before  them 
related  to  an  upper  chamber;  but  what 
question  was  that  ?  It  was,  whether  they 
would  have  an  upper  chamber  composed  of 
Goyemment  nominees  ?  To  that  question 
they  replied,  *•  We  have  got  our  Govern- 
ment nominees,  and  we  have  got  them 
eombined  in  a  single  chamber  with  the 
popular  representatives;  and  we  think  that 
system  preferable  to  a  house  of  represen- 
iatiTes  and  a  house  of  nominees."  He 
was  not  sure  that  he  would  not  have  agreed 
with  the  colonists  in  that  opinion.  He 
confessed  that  he  thought  the  existing  con- 
Btitntion  in  British  North  America  and  in 
Canada  was  very  defective.  If  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  draw  out  the  plan  for  a 
second  chamber,  they  roust  base  it  mainly 
and  entirely  upon  the  elective  principle, 
and  it  would  be  of  no  use  or  value   in 


checking  the  movements  of  a  popular  as- 
sembly, unless  the  elements  of  election 
were  included  in  it.  What  had  they  seen 
take  place  in  Canada?  They  were  told 
a  little  Vhile  ago  that  Lord  Elgin,  upon  his 
change  of  government,  had  swamped  the 
Legislative  Council.  He  found  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  it  in  harmony  with  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  suppose  that  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  having  no  title  beyond  general 
ability,  and  nominees  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, could  stand  in  collision  with  the  Lower 
House;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he 
found  it  necessary  to  add  to  the  number  of 
members,  and  thereby  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  House.  If,  however,  the 
second  chamber  were  elective,  it  would 
have  a  strength  of  its  own,  derived  from 
the  same  source  with  that  of  the  popular 
assembly — precisely  the  same  as  they  saw 
was  the  case  in  France  at  this  moment. 
There,  the  President  of  the  Republic, 
though  but  one  man,  yet  appealed  to  the 
will  of  the  electors  who  chose  him,  against 
the  will  of  those  who  elected  the  Assembly. 
Placed  in  these  circumstances,  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  had  no  alternative 
but  an  upper  house  of  Crown  nominees; 
and  the  judgment  which  they  had  come  to 
upon  the  subject  was  a  perfectly  natural 
one,  but  it  did  not  raise  even  the  faintest 
presumption  that  they  were  opposed  to  a 
double  chamber.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
had  stated  that  the  Governor  of  Van  Die- 
men's  Land  recommended  a  single  cham- 
ber. Such,  however,  was  not  the  case,  for 
he  had  sent  home  a  most  emphatic  recom- 
mendation the  very  reverse,  in  his  despatch 
of  August  15,  1848.     He  there  states — 

**  Without,  therefore,  wishing  or  presuming  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  general  question  of  the 
best  form  of  legislative  body,  I  may  say  that, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  colo- 
nies, I  should  most  strenuously  recommend  the 
adoption  of  a  second  or  upper  chamber." 

That  was  his  opinion  upon  the  subject ; 
and  that  strenuous  recommendation  of  an 
upper  chamber  was  sufficient  to  dispose  of 
the  argument  in  favour  of  a  single  cham- 
ber, founded  upon  the  assertion  that  the 
people  of  the  colony  had  pronounced  in  fa- 
vour of  a  single  chamber.  He  would  now 
briefly  give  his  reasons  why  he  conceived 
a  double  chamber  preferable.  In  the  first 
place,  v.'hcn  the  people  of  this  colony 
learned  that  they  were  about  to  give  an 
elective  upper  chamber  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  it  would  at  once  be  the  signal 
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for  a  strong  agitation  for  a  new  constito- 
tion ;  and,  secondly,  that  this  constitution 
proposed  for  New  South  Wales,  although 
it  might  have  heen  a  Terj  fair  constitution 
to  enact  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago, 
when  the  public  mind  was  not  so  rife  upon 
these  matters,  still  it  was  not  a  good  one 
for  the  present  time.  He  did  not  like  the 
idea  of  gathering  together  a  fixed  body  of 
gentlemen,  neither  more  nor  less  than 
twelve,  who  were  to  be  placed  in  the  face 
of  twenty-four  elected  members,  not  dis- 
tinguished persons  placed  there  because 
they  were  the  most  distinguished  charac- 
ters in  the  colony,  or  who  received  it  as 
the  reward  of  their  efficient  public  service. 
There  was  none  of  the  grace  or  dignity 
attaching  to  their  position  which  there  was 
to  appointments  to  the  House  of  Lords  in 
this  country,  whore  they  had  the  most 
eminent  men  of  their  professions,  great 
warriors,  or  those  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  their  various  lines  of  life  ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  were  twelve  men 
put  there  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
to  check  and  control  the  actions  of  the 
elected  members  of  a  popular  assembly. 
The  appointment  of  these  men  involved  a 
fundamental  and  vital  error.  It  proceeded 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  Crown  had 
something  to  defend  which  the  popular  as- 
sembly was  likely  to  attack — it  proceeded 
on  the  supposition  that  the  Crown  had  a 
set  of  interests  in  the  colony  opposed  to 
those  of  the  colonists,  which  tended  to  the 
creation  of  a  sect  or  party  in  the  colony, 
which  was  presumed  to  be  assisted  in  some 
particular  manner  by  an  exclusive  title  to 
loyalty  and  British  attachment  of  a  part 
of  the  colonists.  He  did  not  deny  that 
those  gentlemen  so  nominated  were  sin- 
cerely loyal ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
most  dangerous  for  them  to  do  anything 
which  should  tend  to  create  anything  like 
a  feeling  of  sect  or  party  in  the  colony. 
They  should  endeavour  to  make  the  whole 
colony  one  British  party.  The  best  course 
to  pursue,  in  order  to  obtain  that  desirable 
end,  would  be  to  leave  the  colonists  to 
themselves — leave  them  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs,  show  nothing 
like  a  feeling  of  jealousy  or  distrust  of 
them,  nor  endeavour  to  press  upon  them 
institutions  which  appeared  to  show  that 
this  country  had  separate  interests  and 
separate  objects  in  view,  for  which  they 
thought  it  necessary  to  appoint  special 
means  of  defence,  lest,  if  the  colonists  pos- 
sessed entire  liberties,  those  objects  would 
be  frastrated  by  their  want  of  attachment 


to  ns.  When  the  subject  came  fairly 
before  the  House,  he  would  be  prepared 
to  state  more  fiilly  his  opinions  upon  the 
question  of  a  single  chamber. 

Mb.  ha  WES  said,  that  as  the  right 
hon.  Member  who  had  jost  reanmed  his 
seat  had  quoted  incorrectly  the  opinion  of 
Sir  W.  Denison,  the  Governor  of  Van 
Diemen*s  Land,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House  he  would  read  some  passages  from 
the  same  despatch  referred  to  bj  fiie  right 
hon.  Member,  in  order  to  show  the  error 
into  which  he  had  fallen : — 

''  In  the  &ce  of  this  it  would  almost  seem  need- 
less that  I  should  saj  anythugmore  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  chances  appear  to  be  that  the  Bill  will 
have  passed  long  before  your  Lordship  can  receivB 
this  despatch  ;  but  as  delays  may  take  plaee,  and 
as  your  Lordship  may  not  be  able  to  carry  the 
Bill  through  Parliament  in  the  present  Session,  it 
will  be  but  just  to  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  to  myself,  that  I  should  explain  to 
your  Lordship  the  grounds  upon  which  we  reooai- 
mended  the  adoption  of  a  form  of  government  si- 
milar to  that  at  present  existing  in  New  Soath 
Wales,  without  attempting  to  give  an  oiMnion  as 
to  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  contingeBt 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  particular  form.  These 
reasons  may  all  be  summed  up  in  the  simple  foot 
that  the  form  was  established  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  that  the  Australian  oolonles  are  so 
connected  together — so  identified  with  each  other, 
as  far  as  the  character  and  habits  of  the  people 
are  concerned — as  to  make  any  change  in  tlie  ex- 
isting system  of  representation,  if  applied  only  to 
one  colony,  a  matter  of  very  donbtfol  p(diey.  The 
probability  would  be,  that  such  a  change  would 
be  looked  upon  with  suspicion  and  dislike,  and  for 
that  very  reason  would  not  be  earried  into  tOtfy- 
tual  operation." 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  siud,  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  made  an  explanation,  and  had 
read  some  extracts;  he  wished,  howeverp 
that  he  bad  continued  reading  a  little  long- 
er, for  he  had  jnst  stopped  at  a  Teiy  in- 
teresting part.  The  passage  which  he 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  read,  was  the  continu- 
ation of  the  letter.  The  object  of  the 
letter  of  the  Governor  of  Van  Diemen*a 
Land  was  to  show  that  it  wonld  be  dan- 
gerous to  alter  the  government  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land  from  a  single  to  a  double 
chamber,  while  only  one  chamber  remain- 
ed in  New  Soutli  Wales;  bnt  he  stated — 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  had  read  on  he 
would  have  seen  the  Govemor*s  reasoning 
on  the  subject,  which  was  as  fbllowa : — 

'*  Without,  therefore,  wishing  or  presoming  to 
giro  an  opinion  on  the  gmeral  qnesticm  ai  the 
best  form  of  legislative  body,  I  may  say  that, 
under  the  peculiar  cirramstanees  of  these  eolo- 
nies,  I  should  most  strmiKnuly  reeommend  tbe 
adoption  of  a  second  or  upper  chamber.** 

Mr.  HUME  looked  on  the  present  de> 
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bate  as  a  most  important  one,  for  it  in- 
volved the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
colonies.  He  was  pleased  with  a  great 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  at  tlie 
head  of  the  Govemment.  Nothing  could 
be  better  than  his  promises  and  statements, 
and  all  they  wanted  was  for  them  to  be 
realised.  Their  colonies  from  north  to 
south,  and  from  east  to  west,  were  dis- 
contented, because  they  were  never  allowed 
to  govern  themselves.  Instead  of  a  source 
of  strength,  which  they  would  be  if  well 
governed,  these  colonies  were  a  cause  of 
weakness,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated 
blanders  committed  in  the  mode  of  govern- 
ing them,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  tyrannised  over.  What  he  want- 
ed was,  to  see  all  causes  of  discord  and 
discontent  removed  from  the  colonies,  and 
not  their  separatiou  from  this  country.  If 
the  noble  Lord  carried  out  the  doctrines 
he  laid  down  with  regard  to  the  Cape,  he 
was  sure  they  would  give  entire  satisfac- 
tion. But  if  the  principle  he  laid  down 
were  good  for  the  Cape,  with  its  80,000 
colonists,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not 
be  equally  good  for  New  South  Wales, 
with  ito  200,000.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield,  that 
iheir  other  colonies  would  be  discontented 
if  they  saw  the  people  of  the  Cape  obtain- 
ing better  institutions  than  themselves, 
who  were  quiet,  because  the  colonists  of 
the  Cape  resisted,  and  defeated  the  Go- 
Temment.  He  therefore  called  on  the 
noble  Lord  to  treat  all  alike.  Indeed  he 
thought  there  should  be  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, empowering  the  colonies  to  choose 
SQch  institutions  as  they  themselves  liked 
best.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  was  not  one  of 
those  who  feared  a  separation  of  their  co- 
lonies; but  he  should  say,  he  did  fear  se- 
paration if  they  continued  to  act  towards 
them  in  the  unkind  and  unjust  manner  they 
had  heretofore  done.  The  noble  Lord  had 
read  to  the  House  some  chapters  on  colo- 
nial govemment;  but  he  (Mr.  Hume)  could 
read  for  him  chapter  upon  chapter  con- 
demnatory in  the  strongest  measure  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  com- 
plaining of  the  injury  they  suffered  by  rea- 
son of  excessive  taxation.  Therefore  he 
had  to  add  his  entreaty  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  first  commenced,  and  commenced 
well,  and  he  believed  meant  well,  would 
eontinoe»  and  assimilate  the  constitution  of 
the  other  colonies  with  that  which  he  in- 
tended to  bestow  on  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  He  hoped  and  trusted,  indeed  be 
donbted  not,  that  these  colonics,  as  soon 


as  they  got  the  power  of  regulating  their 
own  affairs,  would  give  their  full  attention 
to  them,  whereby  an  immense  saving,  in 
every  point  of  view,  would  be  effected  for 
this  country.  Therefore,  he  thought  the 
result  would  be  a  healing  of  the  dissensions 
that  previously  existed,  and  that  the  boon 
of  self-government  would  be  the  means  of 
promoting  happiness  and  contentment,  and 
putting  down  discontent  and  dissatisfac- 
tion. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  said,  that  he  cordi- 
ally  concurred  in  the  sentiments  which  had 
been  expressed  by  previous  speakers,  that 
this  debate  should  be  conducted  with  calm- 
ness and  moderation;  for  if  ever  there  was 
a  debate  which  called  for  a  display  of  calm- 
ness and  moderation,  and  the  absence  of 
all  party  feeling  or  spirit,  it  was  that  of 
to-night.  He  fully  believed  that  the  con- 
sequences of  this  debate,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  Session  even,  would  be  either 
to  rivet  for  ever  the  attachment  of  our  co- 
lonies to  the  empire,  and  to  relieve  this 
country,  wholly  or  in  part,  of  her  military 
burdens  and  expenses,  or  to  exasperate  the 
colonies,  to  disappoint  their  cherished  an- 
ticipations, and  perhaps  to  lose  many  of 
them  for  ever.  After  the  very  able  and 
lucid  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Govemment,  and  the  debate  which 
had  succeeded  it,  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
something  like  presumption  in  him  to  oc- 
cupy, at  length,  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  House;  but  he  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  congratulation  to  the  House, 
to  the  country  at  large,  and  to  the  colo- 
nies, that  there  was  at  last  found  in  this 
country  a  party  desirous  of  promoting  ex- 
tensive reforms  in  our  colonies,  and  that 
there  was  a  recognised  channel  now  estab- 
lished for  giving  expression  to  the  public 
opinion  of  the  colonies  in  this  country, 
which  had  already  succeeded  so  far  as  to 
force  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  to  place  in  its  proper  position 
of  prominency  among  the  debates  of  the 
present  Session  this  great  colonial  ques- 
tion— which  had  already  forced  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  modify  very  essen- 
tially the  principles  which  it  had  previously 
laid  down  in  the  Constitution  Bill — and 
which  he  hoped  would  at  last  succeed  in 
placing  the  interests  of  the  colonists  upon 
a  surer  and  sounder  basis.  With  respect 
to  the  Colonial  Reform  Association,  the 
noble  Lord  had  made  some  remarks  upon 
it;  but  his  criticisms  were  of  so  mild  a 
nature  that  he  (Mr.  Adderley)  could  hardly 
quarrel  with  them.      The  noble  Lord  had 
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characterised  some  of  the  proposed  plans 
as  being  "a  matter  of  dubious  policy." 
He  thought,  however,  that  they  could  bear 
with  that  criticism,  on  account  of  the 
great  assistance  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
given  that  night  to  the  objects  and  aim  of 
the  Association.  The  only  part  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  seemed  to  object  in  the 
proposed  plan  of  the  Association,  was  the 
establishment  of  correspondence  with  the 
colonies;  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  alluded  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  attended  the  selection  of 
accredited  correspondents.  To  his  (Mr. 
Adderley's)  mind,  however,  the  term  **  ac- 
credited *'  fully  pointed  out  the  nature  of 
the  proposed  correspondence,  and  afforded 
a  guarantee  that  it  would  not  be  corre- 
spondence pandering  to  the  popular  feelings 
of  the  colonies,  and  inviting  complaints, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  calling  for  informa- 
tion upon  all  subjects  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  colonies  to  open  a  free  communica- 
tion, and  afford  a  free  vent  for  the  expres- 
sion of  the  general  feeling  of  the  colonies 
-—for  giving  the  earliest  information  to 
this  country,  and  for  giving  to  the  colonists 
a  mode  of  expressing  their  opinion.  If 
the  noble  Lord  would  suggest  any  mode  by 
which  they  would  attain  the  same  objects 
more  easily  and  more  safely,  they  would  be 
most  thankful  for  the  suggestion.  As  the 
noble  Lord,  however,  had  laid  down  the 
principle  that  British  subjects  were  to  be 
allowed  to  give  expression  to  their  opinions, 
he  would,  at  all  events,  sympathise  with 
the  Association  in  their  endeavours  to  sup* 
ply  the  want  of  any  mode  of  expressing 
that  public  opinion  in  this  country.  If  the 
noble  Lord  would  allow  him  to  propose  a 
contract,  he  would  undertake  to  give  up 
the  *'  accredited  '*  agents,  if  the  noble 
Lord  would  give  an  elective  council  to  New 
South  Wales.  He  never  felt  the  slightest 
reluctance  in  supporting  the  Government 
in  bringing  forward  any  measure  which  ap- 
peared to  be  adequate  to  the  occasion ;  and 
if  the  noble  Lord  would  bring  forward 
such  measures  with  respect  to  the  colonies, 
he  would  most  heartily  give  him  his  vote, 
and  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  He 
repudiated  the  notion  that  any  opposition 
had  been  made  to  the  colonial  policy  of  the 
country  from  any  personal  hostility  to  any 
Minister  of  the  Crown ;  but  while  he 
utterly  repudiated  any  insinuation  of  that 
sort,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he  did  not 
see  in  the  scheme  of  policy  laid  down  by 
the  noble  Lord  any  great  advance  beyond 
the  measures  of  last  Session,  except  in  one 


particular  paper,  which  had  been  produced 
from  the  Privy  Council,  suggesting  a  new 
constitution  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope', 
and  which  only  appeared  yesterday  upon 
the  table  of  the  House.  He  did  not  see 
that  any  other  great  advance  had  taken 
place;  if  he  had,  he,  for  one,  would  have 
caught  at  it  with  the  greatest  earnestness. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  other  plans 
which  had  been  laid  down,  or  with  the 
premises  upon  which  they  had  been  laid 
down,  nor  could  he  agree  with  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  historical  sketch  upon 
which  he  seemed  to  rest  his  policy 
and  his  statesmanship,  when  he  stated 
that  it  had  always  been  the  policy  of 
this  country  to  give  freedom  to  the  colo- 
nies. By  way  of  proof  of  that  assertion, 
the  illustration  which  the  noble  Lord  used 
was,  that  whenever  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  was  highest  in  this  country,  liberty 
was  then  the  greatest  in  the  colonies. 
That  was,  no  doubt,  quite  true ;  and 
Guizot,  when  speaking  of  the  constitution 
of  England,  went  beyond  that,  and  stated, 
that  whenever  the  liberties  of  England 
were  the  greatest,  those  of  her  colonies 
were  the  lowest.  So  it  was  that  now, 
when  the  prerogative  was  the  lowest  in 
this  country,  the  liberties  of  the  colonies 
had  all  but  disappeared.  The  reason  why 
the  constitution  of  the  colonies  had  disap- 
peared with  the  declaration  of  American 
independence  was  merely  because  this 
country  adopted  the  plan  of  making  her 
colonies  penal  settlements.  It  was  the 
very  constitution  of  a  penal  colony  to  have 
a  despotic  governor  over  it ;  and  until 
they  could  introduce  freedom  into  gaols, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  introduce  a  pure 
constitution  into  a  convict  colony.  The 
noble  Lord  had  said,  that  if  the  colonies 
were  to  possess  entire  self-government, 
they  would,  upon  the  first  moment  of  dan- 
ger, appeal  to  some  foreign  country.  Did 
history,  however,  bear  out  that  assertion  ? 
Who  conquered  Canada  for  us  ?  Was  it 
not  the  colonial  officers  of  America  ?  Did 
the  Americans  appeal  to  France  ?  The 
very  first  grievance  which  Franklin  had  to 
bring  to  England  as  the  agent  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was,  that  England  did  not  allow  it  to 
tax  itself  for  the  purpose  of  self-defence  as 
they  desired  to  do.  They  wished  to  place 
a  tax  upon  the  whole  of  the  colony,  in- 
cluding the  proprietors.  England,  how- 
ever, taking  the  part  of  the  proprietors, 
refused  to  allow  the  taxation  to  that  ex- 
tent. A  general  rule  appeared  to  be  laid 
down  by  some  hon.  Members,  that  it  was 
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utterij  impossible  to  draw  any  line  of  dis- 
tinction between  imperial  and  local  sub- 
jectA«  and,  in  his  opinion,  that  was  fatal 
to  the  whole  plan.  The  noble  Lord  had 
stated,  that  such  a  distinction  was  a  neces- 
sary part  of  the  plan  of  the  Government ; 


ous  manner  to  carry  out  the  principle  of 
parties  in  the  colony.  He  did  not  object 
to  that,  but  he  could  only  account  for  the 
extraordinary  artificial  manner  in  which 
the  scheme  was  drawn,  by  attributing  it  to 
the  noble  Lord's  objection  to  part  with  the 


and  they  had  only  qualified  the  proposal ;  principle  of  nomination.  The  right  hon. 
made  to  them  by  saying  that  the  imperial ,  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
exceptions  should  be  of  very  rare  occur-  j  Trade  had  said  that  the  colony  of  New 
rence — as  of  course  they  must  be — the  South  Wales  had  expressed  its  assent  to 
rule  being  that  there  should  be  local  self-  ,  this  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Addcrley),  however, 
government,  with  a  very  few  specified  exccp- ;  did  not  know  how  the  House  was  to  get  at 
tions.  The  application  of  this  principle  the  expression  of  public  opinion  in  that  co- 
had  appeared  before  the  House  in  the  lony.  The  ofiicial  tongue  of  the  colony 
shape  of  two  Bills  —  one,  a  Bill  for  New  was  tied  by  its  connexion  with  Downing- 
South  Wales,  resuscitated  from  last  year,  street,  and  spoke  only  when  the  Colonial, 
with  no  alteration  in  it  at  all;  and  the  Office  pulled  the  strings.  The  natural 
other  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  tongue  of  the  colony  had  no  utterance. 
had  appeared  within  the  last  forty-eight  What  was  the  organ  of  public  opinion  in 
hours.  He  thought  that  Her  Majesty's  New  South  Wales  ?  Was  it  the  Sydney 
Government  had  better  allow  the  Colonial  Morning  Ilerald  ?  He  begged  to  say,  that 
Reform  Association  to  take  the  whole  if  any  assent  at  all  had  been  expressed,  it 
credit  of  this  last  measure,  because  other-  was  only  in  the  form  of  an  expression  of 
wise  it  might  be  said  out  of  doors  that  the  gratitude  for  any  change  whatever,  show- 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  got  more  than  ing  how  eager  they  were  for  change,  and 
onr  other  colonies,  only  because  they  had  how  desperate  their  present  condition  was. 
shown  more  spirit.  But  it  had  already  It  was  alleged  that  there  was  a  redeeming 
been  clearly  shown,  in  the  course  of  the  clause  in  this  constitution  of  New  South 
debate,  that  the  solitary  ground  advanced  Wales — the  clause  which  gave  power  to 
by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go-  the  colony  to  alter  its  own  constitution, 
▼emment,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  But  he  begged  the  House  to  bear  in  mind 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  for  that  whilst  this  clause  was  inserted  in  the 
making  this  distinction  between  New  Bill,  its  effect  was  neuralised  by  another. 
South  Wales  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  reserved  a  veto  to  the  Crown.  He 
was  without  any  foundation.  He  hoped,  did  not  know  whether  it  was  worth  while 
therefore,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  see  to  take  up  any  further  the  time  of  the 
no  objection  to  giving  the  colonists  of  New  House  when  the  question  had  already  been 
Sonth  Wales  what  they  most  heartily  de-  so  fully  discussed.  He  would  only  thank 
sired — the  most  exact  imitation  of  the  Bri-  the  noble  Lord  for  his  able  speech,  and  re- 
tish  constitution  which  circumstances  might  mark,  that  in  giving  our  colonies  the  power 
allow.  He  could  not  help  thinking,  how-  of  self-government,  Parliament  would  not 
ever,  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  yield  anything  to  popular  clamour,  but 
the  Colonial  Office  had  still  too  much  at-  would  simply  concede  rights  to  which  the 
tachment  to  his  old  system  of  colonial  go-  colonists  were  entitled.  A  portion  of  the 
▼emment,  and  that  he  still  wished  to  see  press  had  taken  up  the  matter  as  if  the 
his  own  infloence,  and  that  of  the  gover-  schemes  propounded  by  the  noble  Lord 
nors  whom  he  had  appointed,  supreme,  were  a  concession  to  a  popular  outcry;  but 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  he  (Mr.  Adderley)  should  be  the  last  man 
to  a  most  extraordinary  feature  in  the  Cape  in  the  world  to  yield  anything  to  mere  cla- 
of  Good  Hope  constitution,  which,  he  ven-  mour.  He  would  rather  take  arms  against 
tared  to  say,  was  a  novelty  not  introduced  a  colony  than  concede  any  claim  of  a  rebel- 
in  any  form  of  constitution  since  the  world  lious  tendency.  It  was  because  the  grant 
b^;mii«  He  supposed  that  the  noble  Lord  of  self-government  was  not  a  concession, 
felt  sempnlqus  about  giving  up  altogether  but  a  restoration  of  the  rights  of  British 
the  principle  of  nomination,  and  that  his  subjects,  which  our  fellow-countrymen  were 
•erases  led  him  to  make  the  extraordinary  entitled  to  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  that 
proposition  that  the  Upper  Chamber  of  the  he  seconded  the  movement  which  the  House 
Cepe  of  Good  Hope  should  be  elected  by  was  now  making.  There  was  great  attach- 
as  eleetofsl  body  of  officials.  This  elec-  ment  felt  in  our  colonies  to  the  institutions 
tonl  body  was  formed  in  the  most  ingeni-  of  this  country,  perhaps  even  greater  than 
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what  was  felt  at  homo.  Many  persons  find  it  impossible  to  withhold  one  for  so 
were  led  away  by  the  presumed  analogy  long  a  period;  and  he  begged  to  eall  the 
between  colonics  and  children  ;  but  e?en  if  attention  of  the  House  to  this  point,  be- 
thcy  were  to  bo  treated  as  children,  that  cause  when  the  Bill  was  brought  before 
was  no  reason  why  children's  rights  should  '  Parliament,  and  he  found  that  New  Zea- 
bo  taken  away.  The  very  first  ship-load  |  land  was  not  included  in  it,  he  shoold  use 
of  colonists  that  ever  left  the  shores  of  this  his  best  exertions  to  extend  the  prorinoni 
country  were  perfectly  ready,  on  arriving  of  the  measure  to  that  colony.  The  his- 
at  their  destination,  to  assume  the  func- ,  tory  of  New  Zealand  in  this  reapeet  was 
tions  of  self-government,  and  the  colonies  most  peculiar.  In  1846  a  constitntion  was 
founded  on  this  principle  grew  and  flou- '  granted,  which  was  suspended  on  the  7th 
rished.  It  was  because  this  plan  had  been  March,  1846,  although  the  Government 
reversed,  and  the  colonies  were  treated  as  had  the  testimony  of  its  own  officer.  Go- 
children  under  governors  and  tutors,  that '  vcmor  Grey,  that  the  southern  province 
so  much  misgovemmcnt  had  taken  place  in  was  as  fit  as  any  in  the  world  for  repreaen- 
colonial  administration.  Wo  had  our  own  '  tative  institutions,  although  he  did  not 
destiny  before  us,  and  that  was  one  of  think  that  the  situation  of  the  northern 
the  very  highest  in  the  world.  Colonics  province  was  adapted  for  them.  The  con- 
had  been  founded  in  former  times  for  the  stitution,  however,  was  suspended  ti»  Mo. 
purpose  of  war  and  the  purposes  of  com-  The  noble  Lord  said,  that  he  would  not 
merco;  but  the  noblo  Lord  had  pointed  out  give  New  Zealand  a  constitution  on  aoeount 
that  there  were  higher  motives  for  coloni-  of  the  natives.  There  were,  certainly, 
sation  than  either  of  these  objects — that  some  natives  in  the  extreme  north  of  the 
freedom  and  civilisation  for  which  it  might  island,  though  not  in  the  southern  pn»- 
be  hopod  the  foundation  had  already  been  vince;  and  in  the  middle  island,  a  eouniiy 
laid.  '  as  large   as   England,   there   were    only 

Mil.  AGLIONBY  observed,  that  the  2,000  natives.  As  he  had  sud  hefbre, 
noblo  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  when  the  Bill  was  brought  forward  he 
had  made  a  remark  on  what  he  called  the  should  press  the  claim  of  New  Zealand  for 
somewhat  dubious  policy  of  tho  Colonial  a  constitution  generally;  and  if  he  were 
Reform  Association.  Now  he  (Mr.  Agli-  defeated  in  that  attempt,  he  should  move 
onby)  saw  no  dubious  policy  at  all  in  the  that  a  constitution  be  granted  to  the  son- 
proceedings  of  the  Association;  and  he  be-  them  province.  The  refusal  of  a  consU- 
lioved  that  its  principles  were  based  on  tution  had  produced  the  most  deadly  feud 
truth,  and  that  its  action  would  be  useful  between  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand  and 
to  the  country.  He  could  not  help  think-  the  colonists  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
ing  that  it  would  do  good,  both  by  en-  island.  He  had  been  openly  charged  with 
couraging  II or  Majesty's  Government  to  deceiving  the  Government  at  home,  and  he 
persevere  in  the  course  which  they  had  would,  therefore,  caution  the  noble. Lord 
adoptoil,  and  by  calling  the  attention  of  not  to  reply  too  strongly  on  the  opinions 
the  public,  and  of  Members  of  that  House,  [  expressed  by  Governor  Grey.  He  would 
to  the  subject  of  colonial  reform.  He  did  now  only  thank  the  noble  Lord  for  the 
not  think  the  worse  of  the  Association  for  I  gratification  which  he  had  experienced  in 
wishing  to  have  accredited  agents  from  the  hearing  from  him  the  very  liberal  senia* 
colonists.  Information  was  much  wanted,  '  ments  which  he  had  avow^  in  farour  of 
for  the  Colonial  Ofiice  now  relied  on  the  self-government  and  representative  instito* 
statements  made  by  governors,  who  did  .  tions  in  the  colonies, 
not  always  ap:roe  in  opinion  with  the  popu-  '■  Mr.  SCOTT  said,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
lation  over  whom  thoy  presided.  A  very  tleman  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  «f 
important  remark  had  been  made  by  the  Trade  had  justly  observed,  that  nothing 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Shofiield,  was  of  greater  importance  than  that  our 
that  it  was  both  difiioult  and  dangerous  to  discussions  on  colonial  matters  should  be 
give  one  form  of  government  in  one  colony,  conducted  in  that  House  with  temper  and 
and  a  different  form  in  another.  But  he  caution;  for  that  whatever  occurred  there 
roirrotted  to  observe,  that,  with  respect  to  was  sure  to  reach  the  colonies,  and  thereto 
New  Zealand,  the  noble  Loril  held  out  no  be  criticised  and  commented  on.  If,  then* 
hopes  of  a  constitution,  except  under  its  '  it  were  desirable  that  they  should  avoid 
present  nominee  form,  until  the  7th  March,  -falling  into  inaccuracies  in  the  heat  of  de- 
ISJi.K  Would  that  be  tolerated^  lie  ;  bate,  how  much  more  important  was  it 
vontmvd  to  say  that  the  noMe  Lord  would    thnt  statements  deliberately  and  authorita- 
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tivcly  made  should  be  unimpeachable.  He 
regretted  that  such  ^vas  not  the  case  as  to 
what  had  fallen  from  several  Members  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject 
of  two  independent  chambers  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  South  Wales.  There  never 
was  a  greater  misconception — a  statement 
more  erroneous  in  point  of  fact  had  never 
been  made  in  that  House — than  the  decla- 
ration of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  echoed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  repeated  again  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies — that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  in  favour  of  a  single  chamber  in 
New  South  Wales,  was  in  consequence  of, 
and  in  conformity  with,  the  wislics  of  the 
colonists.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted 
the  opinion  of  the  Sydney  Morning  Iler- 
4dd,  as  showing  the  opinion  of  the  colony 
on  the  subject.  That  journal  has  the  widest 
circulation,  is  the  best  conducted,  and  the 
most  respectable  in  the  colony;  but  when 
a  house  of  legislature  is  sitting,  no  edito- 
rial remarks  are  to  be  taken  as  the  index 
of  the  opinion  of  its  members.  Lot  them 
learn  the  opinion  of  the  members  from 
themselves.  He  might  as  well  quote  the 
opinions  of  the  London  Morning  Herald  as 
reflecting  the  opinions  of  the  l^arliament  or 
the  Government  of  this  country.  At  the 
time  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Legislative  Council  was  sitting,  and 
there  was  ample  opportunity  of  obtaining 
the  opinion  of  that  body.  Why,  he  would 
ask,  did  he  not  state  an  opinion  founded  on 
the  authority  of  the  representative  body  in 
the  colony  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford  had 
jnstly  said  that  only  one  Member  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  had  expressed  an  opin- 
ion against  a  second  cliambcr.  The  gen- 
tleman to  whom  allusion  was  made,  was 
ifr.  Wentworth,  who  certainly  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  against  a  second  cham- 
ber the  members  of  which  were  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Government ;  but  this 
would  hardly  be  regarded  as  an  opinion 
against  a  second  chamber.  The  hon. 
Member  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies had  said  that  one  of  the  greatest  ar- 
^ments  for  a  single  chamber  was,  that  it 
"was  **  an  essentially  popular"  assembly;  and 
as  a  proof  of  this,  he  stated  that  if  twelve 
members  of  it  were  nominated  by  the 
Crown,  twenty-four  were  elected  by  the 
people.  If,  then,  in  that  House  200  Mem- 
iera  were  nominated  bv  the  Crown,  and 
400  Members  were  elected  by  the  various 
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constituencies,  they  would  have,  according 
to  the  hon.  Member  the  Under  Secretary, 
a  fair  specimen  of  "an  essentially  popular" 
assembly.  He  (Mr.  Scott)  was  altogether 
opposed  to  the  Crown  nominees  sitting  in 
either  of  the  colonial  chambers.  Every 
gentleman  who  had  been  in  these  colonies 
knew  that  there  were  ample  opportunities 
for  the  Government  officers  to  obtain  seats 
in  the  chambers  by  popular  election;  and 
the  fact  was,  that  several  persons  holding 
official  appointments  under  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment in  New  South  Wales,  had  been 
elected  Members  of  the  Council.  He  enter- 
tained some  doubts  with  respect  to  the  so- 
ciety to  which  the  noble  Lord  had  adverted; 
but  it  should  be  recollected  that  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances had  led  to  its  formation.  He 
>vould  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  name  a  colony 
in  which  there  was  not  last  year  either 
distress  or  disturbance.  The  condition  of 
the  whole  of  our  colonial  empire  was  such 
as  to  occasion  great  alarm  ;  and  a  strong 
feeling  was  excited  that  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colonies 
should  not  be  severed  by  the  vacillation  of 
the  Colonial  Office.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  if  the  noble  Lord  had  during 
last  Session  acted  on  those  liberal  views 
on  colonial  government  which  he  had  stated 
in  so  able  and  comprehensive  a  manner  to- 
night, there  would  have  been  no  desire  to 
form  such  a  society.  The  noble  Lord  had 
stated  that  the  cause  which  led  to  the  loss 
of  our  North  American  colonies  in  the  last 
century,  had  been  more  the  arbitrary  na- 
ture of  the  government,  than  the  unsteady 
policy  which  had  been  pursued.  If  this 
had  led — and  he  believed  it  had — to  dis- 
memberment in  the  last  century,  the  like 
causes  were  likely  to  have  the  same  effects 
at  the  present  time.  We  had  pursued  a 
policy  the  most  vacillating  and  inconsistent. 
If  they  looked  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Colonial  Office  with  regard  to  these  colo- 
nies during  the  last  three  years,  what  did 
they  see  ?  A  constitution  had  been  sent 
out  to  New  Zealand  which  had  been  acted 
upon  for  one  year  in  one  of  the  islands,  and 
then  abandoned,  and  which  had  not  been 
adopted  at  all  in  the  other.  Again,  within 
the  same  period  transportation  to  Van  Die- 
men's  Land  had  been  abandoned,  and 
again  readopted  after  some  time,  again 
abandoned,  and  since  then  again  adopted. 
In  184G,  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Co- 
lonics sent  out  a  despatch  to  New  South 
Wales  announcing  the  grant  of  a  new  con- 
stitution. This  constitution  proved  a  mis- 
take, and  despatches  were  sent  out  in  I847» 

X 


611  Party  Procetsions 


{COMMONS} 


(Irekmd). 


612 


again  in  1848,  and  again  in  1849,  each 
proposing  to  change  the  form  of  it.  To 
Canada,  in  like  manner,  a  despatch  deeply 
affectiDg  its  social  condition  was  sent  out 
by  one  packet,  and  another  despatch  to 
undo  the  former  forwarded  by  the  very 
next  mail.  Such  was  the  shifting  system 
of  our  colonial  policy  as  carried  out  by  the 
Colonial  Office.  Its  effects  have  already 
been  partially  developed  in  Canada,  and  if 
persevered  in,  results  yet  more  disastrous 
may  follow  elsewhere. 

Colonel  THOMPSON  would  propose  a 
question,  an  answer  to  which  would  bo  in- 
teresting to  large  classes  in  the  country. 
In  the  colonial  constitutions  which  are  to 
be,  is  provision  made  for  admitting  the 
aborigines  and  their  descendants  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  political  privileges,  on 
their  complying  with  reasonable  conditions  ? 
It  was  clear,  for  instance,  that  the  New 
Zealander  stood  in  precisely  the  same  posi- 
tion as  our  British  ancestors  did  to  the  Ro- 
mans. If  then  he  chose  to  **  clothe  his 
pink*d  and  painted  hide,**  and  conform  to 
the  rules  and  habits  of  English  society,  was 
the  way  open  to  him  to  the  privileges  of  a 
"true-bom  Englishman,**  like  any  other 
of  the  elements  out  of  which  that  hetero- 
geneous being  had  been  compounded  ? 

Mr.  ha  WES  had  satisfaction  in  sta- 
ting, that  under  British  rule  aborigines 
were  entitled  to  every  privilege  of  British- 
bom  subjects,  and  in  fact  were  such  when- 
ever they  complied  with  provisions  made 
and  provided. 

Then  it  was 

"  1.  Resolved — That  provision  he  made  for  the 
better  Government  of  Her  Majesty's  Australian 
Colonies. 

*'  Resolved — That  the  Governors  and  Legisla- 
tive Councils  of  Her  Majesty's  Australian  Colonics 
be  authorised  to  impose  and  levy  Duties  of  Cus- 
toms on  Groods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize  imported 
into  such  Colonies." 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  on  Monday 
next. 

PARTY  PROCESSIONS  (IRELAND). 
^  Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  in 
rising,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he 
had  given,  in  compliance  with  a  pledge 
made  at  the  close  of  last  Session  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  restrain  Party  Proces- 
sions in  Ireland,  he  should  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  briefly  stating  to  the  House  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Government  to 
ask  for  this  measure;  and  ho  would  also 
shortly  describe  the  nature  of  the  Bill.  The 


House  was  aware  that  this  was  not  the 
first  time  the  Parliament  had  been  called 
upon  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  Unfor- 
tunately, in  former  times,  party  processions 
and  party  collisions  frequently  took  place 
in  Ireland.  Formerly,  attempts  by  pro- 
clamations, and  by  the  authority  and  ex- 
ample of  influential  persons,  were  made  to 
put  a  stop  to  such  a  state  of  things,  but 
unfortunately  all  these  efforts  failed.  In 
consequence  of  this,  in  1832  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  that  House,  to  restrain  and 
put  down  these  party  processions.  That 
Bill,  which  was  for  a  limited  period,  was 
passed  into  a  law,  and  it  was  renewed,  at 
different  times,  until  in  June,  1845,  it  was 
allowed  to  expire.  From  that  time  to  the 
present  no  such  enactment  existed  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  down  such  processions. 
He  wished  he  could  say  there  had  yet  been 
no  occasion  to  pass  such  an  Act  as  ex- 
isted at  the  time  it  was  allowed  to  expire, 
in  1845.  Since  that  time  many  influentiid 
Gentlemen,  both  by  warning  and  exhorta- 
tion, had  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop  to 
those  proceedings;  and  the  Government 
also,  with  the  same  object,  on  the  approach 
of  certain  anniversaries,  had  directed  addi- 
tional forces  of  military  and  police  to  be 
sent  into  those  districts  in  which  such  pro- 
cessions were  expected  to  take  place,  but 
unfortunately  those  efforts  had  failed.  Party 
processions  had  occurred  at  various  parts 
of  the  country,  and  collisions  had  taken 
place  between  different  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  the  consequence  was  that  blood- 
shed had  followed,  and  the  greatest  ill-will 
prevailed.  In  such  a  state  of  things  he 
thought  it  would  be  considered  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  interfere  by  some  spe- 
cific enactment  on  the  subject.  It  might 
be  true  that  by  the  common  law  these  pro- 
cessions, as  tending  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  might  be  punished  as  misdemeanors; 
but,  unfortunately,  it  had  not  been  found 
sufficient  to  meet  the  evil.  In  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  offered  to  the  House,  he  had 
not  alluded  to  particular  cases.  It  had 
been  his  wish  to  avoid  them,  because  the 
Bill  he  proposed  to  bring  in  was  not  aimed 
at  any  particular  party;  and  if  he  had  been 
led  into  particular  allusions,  he  should  have 
incurred  the  risk  of  disturbing  that  unani- 
mity and  general  concurrence  of  all  parties 
which  it  was  his  wish  to  secure.  He  was 
sure  that  there  was  no  Gentleman  in  that 
House  who  did  not  feel  an  anxiety  to  put 
an  end  to  these  unseemly  scenes,  and  to 
put  down  a  system  which  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  so  much  evil.     These  party  pn>- 
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cessions  bad  caused  loss  of  life  and  destruc- 
tion of  property,  but  not  that  alone;  for 
tbej  bad  tended  to  keep  aliye  feelings  of 
animosity  and  ill-will  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same  district,  and  thus  retard- 
ed the  coming  of  prosperity.  That  was  a 
state  of  things  which  every  Gentleman,  on 
what  side  of  the  House  soever  he  might 
sit,  must  desire  to  put  a  stop  to.  He  would 
say  no  more  on  that  point.  He  should 
have  been  well  pleased  if  such  a  condition 
of  affairs  had  existed  as  to  render  this  mea- 
sure unnecessary,  and  that  special  legisla- 
tion had  not  been  called  for  by  party  views 
and  feelings.  As  the  case  stood,  however, 
be  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  propose  this  Bill 
to  the  House.  Of  the  object  and  nature  of 
the  Bill  he  need  only  say  that  it  proposed 
to  deal  with  offences  of  this  description  in 
the  same  way  as  in  the  former  Act — ^by 
summary  jurisdiction ;  and  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  this  Bill  perpetual. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Somerville,  Sir  George  Grey,  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  after  Ele- 
ven o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  February  11,  1850. 

lfiNUTX8.J  Pdbltc    Bills.— 10  County  Cess  (Ireland); 
Railwayf  Abandonment ;  Administration  of  Justice  (Ire- 
land.) 
T*  Eodcaiastical  Commission. 

EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

The  Earl  of  STRADBROKE  present- 
ed  a  petition  from  the  parents  and  guardi- 
ans of  children,  both  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  attending  the  school  of  Kilro- 
nan,  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  stating 
that  the  school  is  in  connexion  with  the 
Church  Education  Society  for  Ireland,  one 
of  the  rules  of  which  is,  that  the  holy 
Scriptures,  in  the  authorised  version,  shall 
be  used  in  the  daily  instruction  of  every 
child  capable  of  reading — that  the  peti- 
tioners approved  of  the  rule,  as  tending  to 
bring  up  their  children  in  the  way  they 
Bhoidd  go— but  that  in  consequence  of  this 
rule  the  school  was  precluded  from  partici- 
pating in  the  advantages  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary grant  for  promoting  the  education  of 
the  poor  of  Ireland.  The  petitioners, 
therefore,  prayed  that  the  school,  and  all 
Others  of  a  similar  character,  might  be  per- 
mitted to  participate  in  the  said  grant  for 


national  education,  without  being  required 
to  abandon  this  rule. 

Petition  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RATE  IN  AID. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  moved  that  the 
accounts  which  had  been  kept  under  the 
Rate  in  Aid  Act  should  be  produced  forth- 
with. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
they  were  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
would  shortly  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

STEAM  COMMUNICATION  WITH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Earl  TALBOT  rose  to  put  a  question 
to  the  noble  Secretary  for  the  Colonies. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  establish  any  such  com- 
munication; and,  if  so,  whether  it  was  to 
be  by  the  route  of  Singapore,  or  by  that 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  ? 

Earl  GREY  said,  that  contracts  had 
been  called  for  to  conduct  that  communica- 
tion in  the  most  comprehensive  manner. 
All  the  tenders  which  Government  expect- 
ed had  not  yet  been  received,  and  there- 
fore it  had  not  finally  considered  what 
route  ought  to  be  taken.  The  ultimate  de- 
cision would  partly  depend  on  the  terms 
which  could  be  agreed  upon. 

AFFAIRS  OF  GREECE. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  that  since  he 
had  last  adverted  to  this  subject,  informa- 
tion on  the  affairs  of  Greece  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  public,  in  an  official  shape, 
which  threw  rather  more  light  than  they 
had  formerly  had  on  the  real  nature  of  this 
case.  He  did  not  press  for  the  premature 
production  of  the  papers  which  the  noble 
Marquess  had  promised  on  a  former  occa- 
sion; but  he  must  say,  that  the  postpone- 
ment of  those  papers  to  a  period  when  the 
events  had  ceased,  and  the  public  interest 
had  subsided,  was  not  the  most  convenient 
course  to  adopt.  He  saw  in  the  French 
newspapers  that  the  official  correspondence 
between  the  different  Ministers  of  England, 
France,  Russia,  and  Greece,  had  been  pub- 
lished at  Paris,  not  indeed  by  the  French 
Government,  but  still  in  such  a  shape  as 
placed  the  whole  of  it  before  the  public  of 
France.  He  also  saw  that  a  conversation 
had  taken  place  in  the  French  Chamber 
of  Deputies  upon  that  correspondence;  and 
it  was  there  stated,  that  the  mediation  of 
France  had  been  offered  to  this  country  on 
the  differences  in  questioUi  and  that  it  had 
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been  accepted  bj  the  English  Government. 
He  rejoiced  that  anything  had  occurred  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  hasty  and  injudicious 
proceedings  which  had  been  taken,  without 
any  justification,  by  our  Minister  and  the 
British  Admiral  against  the  Government 
of  Greece.  He  could  not,  however,  help 
saying,  that  if  the  mediation  of  France 
had  been  accepted  by  our  Government, 
England  was  placed  in  a  situation  the  most 
humiliating,  whilst  France  might  well  be 
proud  of  the  exalted  position  which  she 
occupied  as  one  of  the  protecting  Powers 
of  Greece  in  accepting  such  a  mediation ; 
and  although  certainly  the  acceptance  of 
the  mediation  was  preferable  to  its  rejec- 
tion, he  should  have  preferred  that  no  oc- 
casion had  been  given  for  any  reference 
whatever  to  France;  still,  when  a  media- 
tion was  tendered,  he  conceived  the  Go- 
vernment to  be  at  liberty  to  accept  it.  He 
was  sorry  to  find  that  the  statements  made 
in  these  ofiicial  documents  did  certainly 
justify  him  in  the  declaration  which  he  had 
made  on  a  former  night,  that  our  Minister 
had  used  the  unwarranted  expression  that, 
**be  they  just  or  be  they  unjust,  our 
claims  must  bo  acceded  to — and  that  his 
orders  were  so  peremptory  that  he  had  no 
discretion  to  enter  into  any  further  discus- 
sion upon  them."  Now,  if  it  were  true 
that  the  mediation  of  France  had  been  ac- 
cepted, he  rejoiced  that  it  would  put  a  stop 
to  proceedings  so  inauspiciously  com- 
menced, and  so  likely  to  produce  more 
aggravated  violence  hereafter.  But  the 
acceptance  of  that  mediation  now  was 
grossly  inconsistent  with  the  refusal  of  the 
mediation  previously  offered,  and  with  our 
insisting,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or, 
he  should  rather  say,  on  the  roar  of  our 
cannon,  upon  immediate  redress.  The  first 
question  which  he  begged  leave  to  put  to 
the  noble  Marquess  was,  whether  the  me- 
diation of  France  had  been  tendered  to 
England,  and  had  been  accepted  by  the 
English  Government  ?  And  the  next  was, 
whether  that  mediation,  if  it  had  been  ac- 
cepted, extended  merely  to  the  indemnity 
claimed  for  certain  British  subjects,  or 
whether  it  extended  further,  to  the  still 
more  important  question  as  to  the  right  of 
Greece  or  of  the  Ionian  Republic  to  the 
possession  of  the  islands  adjoining  them  ? 
The  noble  Marquess  had  stated,  on  a  for- 
mer evening,  that  there  was  a  broad  dis- 
tinction between  those  two  sets  of  claims; 
and  the  latter  were  not  included  in  the 
*ogorical  demand  of  our  Minister,  Sir 
)mas  Wysc,     lie  wished  also  to  be  in- 


formed whether  any  attempt  would  be 
made  to  take  possession  of  the  disputed 
islands  before  the  mediation  was  con- 
cluded ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  had 
no  hesitation  in  answering  the  question  of 
the  noble  Baron.  In  the  first  place,  as 
to  the  production  of  the  papers  which  he 
had  promised  on  a  former  evening,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  telling  the  noble  Baron 
that  no  unnecessary  delay — nay,  more, 
that  no  necessary  delay,  would  prevent 
their  almost  immediate  delivery,  and  that  in 
a  few  days  they  would  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House.  The  noble  Lord,  referring 
to  the  proceedings  of  a  deliberative  assem- 
bly in  another  country,  asked  whether  this 
country  had  acquiesced  in  an  offer  of  me* 
diation  made  by  the  Government  of  France. 
He  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  had  to 
state  that  the  Government  of  this  country 
had  received  and  acquiesced  in  the  offer 
made  by  the  French  Government  to  inter- 
pose its  good  offices  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  this  question.  Though  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  was  as  well  aware  as  any 
man  could  be  that  there  was  some  differ- 
ence between  the  terms  **  mediation  "  and 
*'  good  offices,"  he  must  inform  the  House 
that  there  was  a  still  wider  difference  be- 
tween the  terms  **  mediation"  and  "  arbi- 
tration." Her  Majesty's  Ministers  took 
the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of 
France  in  the  same  sense  in  which  they 
had  accepted  it  in  the  dispute  which  we 
had  with  the  King  of  Naples  some  two  or 
three  years  ago.  The  same  offer  of 
**  good  services "  which  we  made  to 
France  some  time  ago,  when  there  was  a 
dispute  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  had  been  renewed  to  us.  The  in- 
terposition of  our  good  services  at  that 
period  had  been  attended  with  results  sa- 
tisfactory to  all  parties;  and  he  said  on  the 
present,  as  he  said  on  all  occasions,  that 
where  the  offer  of  such  **  good  services  " 
was  made  in  a  spirit  of  good  faith,  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  England,  and,  indeed, 
of  every  other  country,  to  accept  it.  No 
offer  of  **  arbitration  "  had  been  made  in 
this  case,  and  none  had  been  accepted. 
The  noble  Baron  had  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  offer  of  their  good  offices,  when 
made  by  the  French  and  Russian  Ministers 
at  Athens,  had  been  rejected,  although 
such  offer  had  been  subsequently  accepted. 
There  was  this  wide  distinction  between 
the  offers  :  the  first  was  not  authorised  by 
the  Governments  by  which  those  Ministers 
were  respectively  accredited;  neither  did 
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those  Ministers  know  wliethcr  their  Go- 
vernments would  sanction  the  offer  which 
they  had  respectively  made.  The  British 
Minister  at  Athens  was  therefore  justified, 
in  his  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowno's)  opi- 
nion, in  having  declined  that  offer.  The 
nohle  Baron  had  likewise  asked  whether 
our  claim  to  the  territorial  possession  of 
two  islands  was  to  ho  submitted  to  the 
good  services  of  France  ?  That  question 
was  not  included  in  the  offer  and  accept- 
ance of  the  good  services  of  France.  It 
was  a  question  which  stood  on  totally  dif- 
ferent grounds,  and  which,  as  it  was  not 
included  in  the  ultimatum  proposed  to  the 
Greek  Government,  was  excepted  from  the 
interposition  of  France.  The  nature  of 
our  pecuniary  claims,  and  the  amount  of 
our  pecuniary  indemnity,  were  the  only 
questions  on  which  the  **  good  offices  "  of 
France  had  been  accepted. 

Lord  STANLEY  observed  that  no  an- 
swer had  been  given  to  one  of  the  questions 
which  he  had  asked — whether,  in  the 
event  of  our  territorial  requisitions  being 
refused.  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
approve  of  any  measures  for  taking  forcible 
possession  of  the  islands  in  dispute  ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWME  had 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  such  steps 
would  be  taken. 

In  reply  to  a  question  of  Lord  Brougham, 
respecting  the  island  of  Cervi, 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
that  the  question  of  territory  was  not 
raised  in  the  categorical  demand  of  Sir 
'thomas  Wyse,  and  was  purposely  ex- 
cluded from  it. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  was  afraid  that 
there  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact  of  our 
vessels  having  taken  possession  of  some 
Greek  ships  of  war. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  stated 
that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  statement 
that  ships  of  war  had  been  seized  by  our 
cruisers;  but  that  the  Greek  vessels  were 
confined  to  a  station  in  which  they  were 
under  duress. 

Lord  BROUGHAM :  That  is,  they  are 
under  imprisonment. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  agreed  with 
his  noble  Friend  near  him  in  expressing 
his  satisfaction  that  the  mediation  ofibred 
by  the  French  Government  for  the  settle- 
ment of  this  affair  had  been  accepted,  be- 
cause it  seemed  to  him  the  only  means  of 
extricating  our  Minister  and  Admiral  from 
the  situation,  both  highly  embarrassing 
discreditable,  in  which  they  now  found 
themselves  placed.     There  was  some  little 


inconsistency,  however,  in  the  statements 
which  had  been  made,  for  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  now  agreed  to  accept  the  medi- 
ation of  France  in  the  settlement  of  claims 
which  last  week  he  pronounced  to  be  indis- 
putable, and  he  had  dropped  the  media- 
tion of  France  with  respect  to  that  which 
he  admitted  was  not  certain — namely,  the 
territorial  question.  We  had  also  declared 
to  Greece,  that  it  was  no  longer  a  question 
of  justice  or  injustice,  but  that  the  claims 
must  be  satisfied  in  twenty-four  hours; 
yet  we  now  not  only  admitted,  and  were 
ready  to  inquire  ourselves  whether  the 
clauses  were  just  or  unjust,  but  we  called 
upon  France  to  examine  and  decide  that 
question. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:  It 
is  not  an  arbitration. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  was  aware 
that  it  was  a  mediation.  He  thought  the 
Power  that  had  most  reason  to  complain  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  was  the  Go- 
vernment of  France.  They  professed  to 
cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  with 
the  French  Government,  and  they  did  well; 
but  what  was  the  sort  of  understanding 
which  existed  between  them  ?  Had  they 
communicated  to  the  French  Government 
their  intention  ?  Had  the  English  Minis- 
ter at  Athens,  or  the  English  Admiral  com- 
municated to  his  French  colleague  their 
intention  ?  Had  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment made  such  a  communication  to 
France,  he  could  not  doubt  that  that  me- 
diation might  have  been  offered,  and 
might  have  been  accepted,  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  and  with  much  better  cha- 
racter, than  after  the  unfortunate  pro- 
ceedings of  violence  which  had  taken 
place.  For  what  was  the  result?  This 
was  a  specimen  of  that  policy  which 
had  so  long  had  for  its  object  to  coun- 
teract French  influence.  They  had  now 
taught  Greece  to  consider  France  as 
her  protector  and  saviour  against  British 
violence,  and  they  were  contented  to  re- 
ceive lessons  of  moderation  and  justice 
from  republican  and  revolutionary  France, 
with  a  "Bonaparte  at  her  head."  He 
must  say  he  thought  that  was  a  position 
which  it  would  hove  been  well  to  have 
avoided,  by  that  friendly  communnication 
which  France  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
us,  before  we  undertook  a  measure  of  this 
violent  description  in  a  country  with  which 
she  was  so  closely  connected.  The  noble 
Marquess  must  know,  as  well  as  himself, 
the  sensation  which  a  proceeding  of  this 
kind  must  necessarily  produce  in  France » 
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He  must  know  perfoctlj  well,  that  if  this 
country  had  not  accepted  the  mediation  of 
France,  in  that  case  it  would  have  been 
unavoidable  that  France  should  have  placed 
herself  in  an  attitude  of  direct  hostility  to 
this  country,  or  else  the  French  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  shaken  to  its  very 
foundations.     Now,  ho  said  that  was  not 
the  way  to  treat  a  Government  with  which 
you  professed  to  be  on  the  most  intimate 
and  friendly  footing.     Therefore,  although 
the  acceptance  of  the  mediation  was  not 
only  wise,  but  necessary,  ho   thought  it 
would  have  been  highly  desirable  if  that 
mediation  had  been  accepted  before  any 
violence  was  accomplished ;  and  he  had  not 
the  least  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  of- 
fered had  the  communication  been  made 
which  France  liad  a  right  to  expect.  There 
seemed  to  bo  some  confusion  or  misunder- 
standing on  the  subject  of  the  separation  of 
the  territorial  claims.     lie  found  in  the 
papers  published  at  Athens  that  this  claim 
was  combined  with  the  rest.     The  Greek 
Minister  did  not  appear  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  the  private  demands  for 
pecuniary  compensation  and  the  cession  of 
territory.     However,  he  took  for  granted 
that  the  separation  had  been  made  now,  at 
all  events,  whether  it  was  so  or  not  at  the 
time  of  the  demand  being  made  by  Sir 
Thomas  Wyse.     He  was  quite  aware  that 
the  demand  for  the  possession  of  the  islands 
was    one   which  might  very  fairly  admit 
of  much  discussion;    it  was  a  very  com- 
plicated subject,  and  one  of  extreme  diffi- 
culty.    He  was  at  a  loss   to  understand 
why  the  claim  had  been  made  for  those 
two  islands,  because  the  question  referred 
not  to  two  but  to  twenty,  there  being  a 
considerable  number  of  others  in  precisely 
the  same  situation.    lie  was  happy  to  hear 
that  this  subject  had  been  separated  from 
the  other  demands.     At  the  same  time,  it 
would   be  very  satisfactory  if  the   noble 
Marquess  were  enabled  to  say,  from  what 
ho  knew  of  the   claims  and  the   manner 
in  which  they  have  been  met,  that  there 
was  no  danger  of  any  forcible  proceeding 
having  been  adopted  with  respect  to  these 
islands;  for,  if  ho  was  not  much  mistaken, 
the  exaction  of  that  part  of  the  demand 
being  entrusted  to  Sir  W.  Parker,  it  would 
be  in  his  power,  and  as  ho  had  reason  to 
believe,  according  to  his  instructions,  to 
take  possession   of  thoso  islands  without 
further  application  to  the  English  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Makquess  of  LANSDOWNE  would 
offer  only  one  or  two  words  iu  explanation 


after  what  had  Men  from  the  noble  EarL 
Had  the  observations  just  made  not  pro* 
ceeded  from  a  person  so  thoroughly  con^ 
versant  with  all  diplomatic  practice  as  the 
noble  Earl  was,  he  should  have  supposed 
that  the  noble  Earl  was  throughout  con« 
founding  arbitration  and  good  offices.     In 
one  of  the  speeches  he  had  made,  the  no- 
ble Earl  himself  plainly  adverted  to  that 
distinction,  and,  notwithstanding,  both  be- 
fore and  after  having  done  so,  he  ai^raed 
on  the  assumption  that  we  were  placing 
France  in  a  situation  to  arbitrate  between 
us  and  Greece.     We  had  done  no  such 
thing.     The    noble    Earl    was    perfectlj 
aware  that  the  acceptance  of  good  offices 
from  France  was  no  acceptance  of  any 
arbitration,  and  amounted  to  nothing  bind- 
ing upon  us.     But  the  noble  Earl  said 
that  was  inconsistent  with  his  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne's)  having  stated  on  a 
former  occasion  that  we  had  indispataUe 
claims.     Why,  what  he  stated  was,  that 
wo  had  indisputable  claims  to  an  anumnl 
of  compensation;  but  it  did  not  follow  thai 
the  precise  amount  of  compensation  waa 
not  capable  of  being  assessed  and  ng«- 
lated  by  the  good  offices  of  a  friendly  U^ 
vernmcnt.     And  it  was  preciselj  in  tltaft 
way,  after  having  made  assertions  of  baiag 
entitled  to  peculiar  compensation,  that  tUi 
country  had  interfered  on  behalf  of  otter 
countries,  and  that  other  countries  had  in- 
terfered in  our  behalf,  not  admitting,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  a  doubt  as  existing  in 
reference  to  tho  justice  of  the  claim,  Init 
admitting  the  possibility  of  assistance  being 
afforded  by  a  third  party  towards  sett&ng 
the  amount  of  the  demand,  and  ihe  extent 
of  interference.     The  noble  Earl  thongfit 
there  was  some  shame  to  this  countrj  in 
having  accepted  an  offer  from  France.    If. 
indeed,  tho  offer  of  these  good  offices  liRf* 
been  mado  in  the  spirit  which  the  noblr 
Earl  had  suggested,  for  which  he  had  sup- 
plied reasons  the  most  inconclusive  in  hi- 
mind,  probably  there  would  have  been  : 
difficulty  in  accepting  that  mediation,  at>> 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  not  ha\ 
had  that  advantage  which  the  noUe  £a 
stated  they  might  now  have.     Bat  fbrti 
nately  tho  offer  was  made  in  a  spirit  total. 
opposed  to  tho  observations  of  the  noi* 
Earl ;  it  came  unaccompanied  bTthattui 
of  complaint  and  of  insolence  whieh  wol 
have  created  a  difficulty  in  aooeptfaig 
Tho  offer  was  mndo  in  the  moat  ftiaai. 
spirit.     It  assumed  nothing  bat  tha  A/ 
riety  of  the  facts.     Upon  uat  attHMt^ 
assumed  it  to  be  a  miifortitte  4Mi.i» 
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Buch  facts  had  occurred ;  and  offered  to 
endeayour  to  put  an  end  to  any  serious 
consequences  arising  from  those  facts. 
With  reference  to  the  territorial  claim, 
orders  had  heen  issued  on  that  suhject 
totally  different  from  those  which  applied 
only  to  the  categorical  demand  ;  and  those 
orders  might  or  might  not  have  heen  acted 
upon — he  could  not  say  ;  hut,  as  he  had 
already  said,  instructions  had  heen  sent 
out  for  suspending  the  operations  of  the 
fleet.  He  was  obliged  to  the  noble  Earl 
for  assuming  we  had  something  like  a 
claim,  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  the 
Ionian  Islands,  to  the  territory  of  the  is- 
lands in  question.  His  opinion  to-night 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  his  opinion  on  a 
former  night.  He  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  noble  Earl  now  admitted  that  we  once 
had,  and  might  have  now,  some  claims  to 
these  islands.  Whether  the  negotiations 
had  heen  conducted  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  country  was  a 
question  he  would  leave  to  be  decided  by 
the  papers  which  would  be  presented  in  a 
few  days,  although  the  noble  Earl  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  anticipate  his  con- 
clusions by  pronouncing  an  unqualified  con- 
demnation of  the  course  pursued  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  said,  the  no- 
ble Marquess  had  misrepresented  what  he 
had  stated  in  relation  to  the  islands.  He  ad- 
mitted last  week  that  there  might  be  a  good 
claim  to  them  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
but  he  deprecated  the  mode  of  ezactiug  it 
by  demanding  a  cession  of  the  territory  in 
four-and-twenty  hours;  and  he  also  ad- 
mitted now,  because  he  was  more  fully 
informed  as  to  the  particulars,  that  the 
claim  was  a  doubtful  question.  But  he  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  it  was  a  most  un- 
justifiable proceeding  to  exact  a  cession  of 
the  islands  twenty-four  hours  after  the  de- 
mand had  been  made.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess formerly  insinuated  that  he  (the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen)  had  himself  made  a  demand 
for  the  cession  of  tbcse  islands,  and  ob- 
served that  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  our  rights.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess was  completely  mistaken  in  that  re- 
spect. He  had  never  made  any  such  ad- 
mission. Sir  Edmund  Lyon  made  the  de- 
mand three  or  four  weeks  before  he  (the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen)  had  entered  ofiice,  by 
yirtue  of  instructions  from  his  predecessor, 
about  which  he  knew  nothing.  The  noble 
Marquess,  therefore,  was  not  to  consider 
that  demand  as  one  proceeding  from  his  in- 
stmetionSy  or  that  he  entertained  any  such 


opinion  as  that  imputed  to  him.  The  noble 
Marquess  must  have  been  misled,  he  sup- 
posed, by  information  from  the  Foreign 
Office;  but  he  could  tell  the  noble  Marquess 
there  was  more  in  that  office  than  was 
**  dreamt  of  in  his  philosophy."  He  re- 
commended the  noble  Marquess,  for  it  was 
not  the  first  time  he  had  found  the  caution 
necessary,  to  be  upon  his  guard.  There 
was  a  familiar  from  that  office  at  his  elbow 
(Lord  Eddisbury)  who  would  also  do  well 
to  be  cautious.  Certainly  he  had  given 
no  such  instructions  as  those  the  noble 
Marquess  seemed  to  impute  to  him.  But 
he  was  not  quite  at  ease  on  the  subject  of 
these  islands,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Marquess.  The  noble 
Marquess  said  the  cession  of  that  territory 
was  no  part  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyse's  catego- 
rical demand,  but  that  other  instructions 
had  been  sent  out  respecting  it,  which 
might  or  might  not  have  been  acted  upon. 
He  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  very  much  fear- 
ed that  it  would  turn  out  that  those  instruc- 
tions left  the  admiral  a  latitude  as  to  taking 
possession  of  the  islands ;  and  if  that  should 
be  the  case,  the  question  would  become  very 
serious  indeed.  He  had  not  insinuated 
that  the  offer  of  mediation  from  the  French 
Government  had  been  made  in  any  other 
than  a  friendly  manner,  on  account  of  the 
great  difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  which 
this  country  was  placed  by  what  had  oc- 
curred in  Greece.  He  had  only  said  that 
our  policy  had  for  years  been  professedly 
to  counteract  what  was  called  French  in- 
fluence in  Greece,  and  that  we  had  now  un- 
advisedly done  that  which  must  establish  it 
in  the  heart  of  every  Greek  in  the  king- 
dom. 

Lord  EDDISBURY  could  not  sit  still 
after  what  had  just  fallen  from  the  noble 
Earl.  Fortunately,  no  long  time  had 
elapsed  since  the  last  discussion  on  this 
question;  and  he  appealed  to  all  their 
Lordships  who  had  heard  it  whether  the 
noble  Earl  had  not  distinctly  stated  that 
ho  had  consulted  the  map  which  was  an 
**  annex"  to  the  treaty  signed  by  himself, 
and  that  so  conclusive  was  that  map  on  the 
question  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  Ionian  States  had  no  claim  whatever 
to  these  islands.  Further  consideration, 
and  further  information,  as  the  noble  Earl 
himself  confessed,  had  compelled  him  to 
modify  his  opinion;  and  he  (Lord  Eddis- 
bury) hoped  that  further  time  and  fui*ther 
investigation  would  compel  him  to  modify 
it  still  more.  The  noble  Earl  had  stated 
that  regarding  one  of  the  islands^  Cenriy 
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not  Sapienza,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
whatever,  was  included  in  that  map  in  the 
Greek  territories.  [The  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen dissented.]  He  (Lord  Eddisbury)  was 
startled  at  that  statement.  He  too  had 
seen  the  map.  The  line  drawn  upon  it, 
which  the  noble  Earl  declared  to  be  de- 
structive of  our  claim,  seemed  to  him  to 
establish  it  beyond  contradiction.  The 
object  of  the  line  was  merely  to  mark  the 
difference  between  the  Turkish  and  Greek 
possessions  in  the  Archipelago.  The  pre- 
sent was  not  a  question  of  interference 
with  foreign  countries,  but  a  question  of 
procuring  justice  for  injured  British  sub- 
jects. It  became  their  Lordships  to  see 
that  no  injury  was  done  to  British  subjects 
in  foreign  countries  with  impunity.  He 
regretted  to  find  that  on  every  occasion 
the  noble  Earl  took  up  the  cause  of  those 
who  were,  he  would  not  say  the  enemies  of 
Britain,  but  who  were  ready  enough  to  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  British  subjects. 
It  was  not  sufficient  for  the  noble  Earl  to 
say  that  we  were  a  great  country,  and  that 
we  ought  not  to  bully  small  States.  The 
noble  Earl  well  knew,  from  his  long  expe- 
rience, that  the  countries  which  refused 
justice  for  wrongs  inflicted  were  generally 
small  States;  and  that  a  great  one  would 
hesitate  long  before  it  committed  an  act  of 
injustice;  knowing  that  it  must  be  respon- 
sible for  such  misconduct.  The  noble  Earl 
himself  had  been  engaged  in  enforcing 
justice  from  countries  not  larger  nor  more 
powerful  than  Greece.  Our  present  de- 
mands on  Greece  had  no  relation  to  that 
protectorate  of  it  which  we  had  undertaken 
to  exercise  in  combination  with  France  and 
Russia:  but  were  simple  demands  for  re- 
dress for  injuries  done  to  British  subjects, 
to  whom  justice  had  been  pertinaciously 
refused,  and  in  the  settlement  of  which 
England  and  Greece  were  alone  concerned. 
It  was  most  undesirable  that  a  premature 
discussion  of  this  kind  should  take  place. 
The  noble  Earl  had  spoken  contumeliously 
of  the  French  Republic  with  a  Buonaparte 
at  its  head;  and  of  the  French  Government 
with  its  shaken  foundations,  if  indeed  it 
had  any  foundations;  but  he  Lord  Eddis- 
bury) must  say  that  it  was  a  republic  which 
had  always  acted  honestly  and  fairly  to- 
wards this  country. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  must  say 
one  word  to  their  Lordships  by  way  of  ex- 
planation. He  thanked  the  noble  Baron 
for  the  reference  which  he  had  just  made 
to  the  map,  though  he  scarcely  knew  what 
to  say  in  answer  to  bis  remarks,  except  it 


were  to  repeat,  verbatim,  everything  which 
he  had  said  last  week.  He  had  not  seen 
the  map  since  the  year  1830,  but  from  his 
copy  it  appeared  that  the  isle  of  Cervi  was 
given  to  the  Greek  kingdom.  He  admitted 
that  it  was  so  given  without  any  previous 
examination  and  inquiry,  but  with  a  con* 
viction  that,  as  it  was  so  near  the  Greek 
shore,  it  must  belong  to  Greece.  He 
thought,  however,  that  that  point  was  now 
open  to  discussion. 

Lord  EDDISBURY  reminded  the 
House  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Earl  himself,  that  which  was  positive  the 
other  day  was  not  positive  now.  He 
insisted  that  strong  objections  had  beea 
made  from  time  to  time  against  the  Greek 
occupation  of  these  islands. 

Lord  COLCHESTER  observed,  that 
from  the  time  when  the  Ionian  Islands 
were  first  constituted  independent  States, 
he  had  always  considered  all  the  islands  on 
the  coast  of  Greece,  and  between  the  Mo- 
rea  and  the  Ionian  Islands,  to  belong  to  the 
Ionian  Republic.  The  whole  question, 
however,  hinged  upon  another;  and  that 
was,  whether  they  had  belonged  to  Venice 
and  had  been  ceded  by  her  to  the  Ionian 
Islands  ?  He  had  nearly  been  called  upon 
to  take  a  very  decisive  course  as  to  these 
islands  when  he  was  in  command  of  a  Bri- 
tish vessel  on  the  coast  of  Greece,  during 
the  time  of  Ibrahim  Pasha's  invasion  of 
Greece.  He  believed  them  to  belong  to 
the  Ionian  Islands,  and  was  prepared  to 
occupy  them  as  such  had  they  been  seized 
by  the  Turks. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  observed,  that  there 
was  a  party  in  this  case  to  whom  he  thought 
that  only  scanty  justice  had  been  done  in 
this  discussion.  That  was  M.  Londos,  the 
Greek  Minister,  who  had  drawn  up  a  most 
dignified  and  touching  statement  relative 
to  the  treatment  of  his  country  in  this  mat- 
ter; a  statement  which  he  considered  wor- 
thy of  the  heroic  and  illustrious  ancestors 
from  whom  ho  was  descended.  M.  Londos 
appeared  to  have  taken  a  very  different 
view  of  our  demands  from  that  taken  by 
his  noble  Friend  opposite.  Ho  drew  no 
distinction  between  our  claims  for  territory 
and  our  claims  for  money.  That  was  owing 
to  the  way  in  which  his  friend  SirT.Wyse 
had  put  forward  our  demand.  On  receiving 
our  demand,  M.  Londos  applied  to  the 
French  Minister  for  his  intercession  on 
behalf  of  the  Greeks;  and  to  that  applica- 
tion the  French  Minister  at  once  acceded. 
M.  Londos  also  applied  to  the  Russian 
Minister,  but  the  Russian  Minister  did  not 
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accede  to  his  application;  on  the  contrary, 
he  sent  to  St.  Petersburgh  for  instructions. 
Could  anybody  doubt  that  the  Court  of  St. 
Petersburgh  would  be  but  too  happy  to 
give  its  Ministers  instructions  to  comply 
with  the  application  of  the  Greek  Minis- 
ter,  and  to  encourage  him  to  offer  his 
**good  services"  also?  The  palate  of 
the  Court  of  Russia  was  especially  gi-ati- 
fied  with  the  taste  of  a  Mediterranean 
island,  and  doubtless  she  would  support 
any  measure  which  had  the  remotest  ten- 
dency to  produce  for  her  that  gratification. 
He  did  not  see  how  we  could  refuse  the 
good  services  of  Russia  after  we  had  ac- 
cepted those  of  France.  He  thought  that 
such  a  measure  as  the  taking  the  ships  of 
Greece  into  our  custody  was  calculated 
to  lead  to  much  greater  evil  than  that 
which  it  was  intended  to  avert. 

Viscount  CANNING  had  also  examined 
the  map  which  was  annexed  to  the  treaty  of 
Lord  Aberdeen.  It  contained  a  line  mark- 
ing the  boundary  of  Greece,  so  far  as  re- 
garded Greece  and  Turkey.  That  line 
passed  to  the  cast  of  all  the  islands  given 
to  Greece  by  the  treaty  of  1830,  and  came 
to  the  Morea.  It  was  then  prolonged  east- 
ward, from  Cerigo  to  Greece.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  reasonable 
man  that  it  was  intended  to  give  the  island 
of  Cervi  to  Greece,  and  not  to  Cerigo.  If 
that  point  were  to  be  decided  by  the  map, 
the  island  of  Cervi  belonged  to  Greece,  and 
not  to  the  Ionian  Islands. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

ECCLESUSTICAL  COMMISSION  BILL. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE,  hav- 
ing  moved  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  said  he  would  beg  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations for  the  purpose  of  distinctly  stat- 
ing what  the  objects  of  the  measure  were, 
and  in  what  way  he  proposed  to  carry  those 
objects  into  effect.  He  need  not  dwell  on 
the  circumstances  attending  the  creation 
of  the  former  commission.  Their  Lordships 
would  recollect  that  about  1835,  in  conse- 
quence of  many  remarks  made  in  and  out 
of  Parliament  as  to  the  then  state  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Church,  it  was  proposed  to 
appoint  a  Commission  to  determine  in  what 
way  those  revenues  could  be  better  applied 
and  distributed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church. 
A  Commission  was  accordingly  appointed, 
which,  in  the  following  year  (1836),  made 
a  full  report  on  the  subject.  That  report 
met  with  the  full  approbation  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  Government,  and  in  pursuance 
of  ita  recommendation  a  Commission  was 


appointed  in  that  year,  1836,  to  give  effect 
to  an  improved  distribution  of  the  Church 
revenues.     That  Commission,  consisting  of 
thirteen  members,  some  ecclesiastical  and 
some  lay,  proceeded  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  recommendations  of  the  previous 
Commission,  and  to  devise  certain  schemes, 
which,  submitted  for  the  approbation  of 
Parliament  by  the  channel  of  the  Privy 
Council,  were  to  bo  carried  into  effect  by 
Orders  in  Council,  and  he  believed  very  be- 
neficially so.     A  great  many  such  schemes 
were  carried  into  effect ;  but  after  a  time 
certain  changes  were  made  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  Commission,  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion, had  not  had  the  result  of  better  quali- 
fying the  Commission  for  the  then  increased 
magnitude  of  their  task,  but  rather,  with 
the  best  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers, of  diminishing  their  aptitude  for  that 
purpose.     The   alteration  made   in  1840 
enlarged  the  limited  number  of  thirteen  to 
forty-nine,  including  the  whole  bench  of 
bishops.     Now,  the  Commission  having  to 
deal  with  very  difficult,  very   important, 
and  very  complicated  pecuniary  interests, 
and  being  composed  of  so  large  a  number 
of  persons,  none  of  whom  were  bound  con- 
stantly to  attend,  and  any  portion  of  whom 
attending  were  subject  at  any  time  to  the 
interference  of  any  others  of  the  numbers, 
a  body  so  composed  had  rather  the  effect 
of  retarding,  and,  perhaps,  of  confusing  its 
own  proceedings.    Many  of  the  regulations 
adopted  were  calculated  to  have  the  same 
result ;  such,  for  example,  as  that  which 
subjected  any  person  in  the  room  who  hap- 
pened, by  reason  of  his  seniority  in  rank, 
to  fill  the  chair,  to  be  displaced  at  any 
point  of  the  proceedings  by  any  other  per- 
son, his  superior  in  rank,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  come  in.     There  were  many  subor- 
dinate   regulations   equally   objectionable. 
Yet,  when  the  importance  of  the  interests 
involved  was   considered,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  utmost  attainable  efficiency  ought 
to  be  secured.     The  Commission  had  to 
deal  with  property  derived  from  episcopal 
funds,  of  not  less  in  amount  than  16,000^. 
a  year,  and  with  property  derived  from 
what  was  called  the  common  fund  not  less 
in  amount  at  present  than  136,000^.  per 
annum,  and  which  would,  before  very  long, 
attain  the  amount  of  300,000^.  per  annum, 
derived  from  all  manner  of  sources,  from 
all  manner  of  interests ;  from  property  leased 
on  lives,  on  years,  on  renewals  by  fine,  all 
necessarily  requiring  the  most  constant  and 
vigilant  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
missioners.    He  was  not  surprised  that  a 
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Commission  so  composed  and  so  enlarged 
should  fail  to  attain  the  object  in  view — 
the  equal,  prompt,  and  beneficial  applica- 
tion of  the  funds  thus  derived  from  the 
Church.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
a  state  of  things  had  arisen  which  made  it 
imperatiye  to  alter  and  amend  the  compo- 
sition of  the  Committee,  and  ho  would, 
therefore,  briefly  state  to  their  Lordships 
what  were  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  which 
had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering the  Commission  more  efficient  for 
securing  greater  attention  to  the  important 
details  involved,  and  to  the  pecuniary  in- 
terests intrusted  to  the  Commission;  so 
that  these  might  not  be  left  to  the  inciden- 
tal care  of  persons  who  might  attend  at  one 
time  and  not  at  another.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  Bill  to  name  three  Commissioners 
for  the  management  of  these  Church  estates, 
to  be  called  the  Church  Estates  Commis- 
sioners. In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  it  was  recommended  that 
all  the  three  Commissioners  should  be  paid 
Commissioners;  but,  on  reflection,  it  had 
been  considered  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  have  ouly  two  of  the  Commissioners  paid 
Commissioners,  and  that  a  third  Commis- 
sioner might  be  found,  fully  competent  to 
the  task,  whom  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  remunerate  for  that  particular  service. 
The  Bill  provided  that  these  three  persons 
should  compose  an  independent  Commis- 
sion of  three  Commissioners,  one  of  them 
to  bo  named  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  other  two  by  the  Crown;  the 
paid  Commissioner  appointed  by  the  Crown 
to  be  the  chairman  of  the  Estates  Commit- 
tee, and  to  be  paid  an  allowance  of  1,200Z. 
per  annum;  the  paid  Commissioner  named 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  be 
paid  an  allowance  of  1,000^.  per  annum 
for  his  services.  In  order  to  secure  ade- 
quate attention  to  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  to  prevent  those  accidents 
which  had  occurred  under  the  late  arrange- 
ment, it  was  provided  that  no  act,  matter, 
or  thing  should  be  done  at  any  meeting  of 
the  Church  Estates  Commissioners,  unless 
two  of  the  Commissioners  were  present. 
Another  provision,  the  necessity  of  which 
had  been  enforced  by  a  recent  unfortunate 
circumstance,  was  that  the  offices  of  secre- 
tary and  of  treasurer  should  not  be  filled  by 
one  and  the  same  person;  but  that  the 
office  of  treasurer  should  be  jointly  filled 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Commission,  and 
the  Church  Estates  Commissioner  appointed 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Another 
daose  provided  that  fixed  incomes  might 


be  secured  to  those  bishops,  appointed  after 
the  1st  of  January,  1848,  who  might  pre- 
fer such  fixed  incomes  to  fluctuating  an* 
nual  incomes.  By  another  clause  it  was 
provided,  that  henceforth  what  was  called 
the  ''  episcopal  fund,"  arising  from  the 
diminution  or  alteration  of  episcopal  re- 
venues; and  the  ''common  fund,"  arising 
j&om  the  diminution  or  alteration  of  the 
revenues  of  deans  and  chapters,  and  other 
like  sources,  should  form  one  fond,  appli- 
cable to  aU  the  purposes  conducive  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Established  Church,  now 
separately  provided  for  by  these  funds. 
The  only  other  clause  to  which  he  need 
refer,  was  one  by  which  it  was  provided 
that  the  income  of  future  Deans  of  York 
should  not  exceed  2,5002. ,  that  the  future 
income  of  the  present  Deans  of  Salisbury 
and  Wells  should  not  exceed  1,500{.  per 
annum;  and  that  the  income  of  future 
Deans  of  Chichester,  Exeter,  Hereford^ 
Lichfield,  Salisbury,  and  Wells,  shouU 
not  exceed  1,0002.  per  annum.  The  noble 
Marquess  then  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Arcebishop  of  CANTERBURY 
said,  he  had  great  satisfaction  in  express* 
ing  his  entire  concurrence  in  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Marquess  as  to  the 
desirableness  of  making  an  alteration  in 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commission;  for  his  part, 
he  should  have  been  very  glad  had  such 
an  alteration  been  made  some  years  ago, 
but  for  the  reflection  that,  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  this  would  have  been  accom- 
panied with  the  subtraction  for  salaries  of 
so  many  thousands  of  pounds  from  the 
funds  of  the  Church.  It  had  now,  how- 
ever, become  essential  no  longer  to  delay 
the  change.  The  increasing  business  of 
the  Commission,  the  many  intricate  nego* 
tiations  in  which  it  was  involved,  and  the 
still  greater  number  likely  to  devolve  upon 
it,  rendered  it  essential  that  there  should 
be  some  responsible  officers  directly  and 
distinctly  charged  with  the  administration 
of  such  important  affairs,  and  of  such  large 
funds,  so  that  the  country  might  have 
some  guarantee  for  the  due  execution  of 
tho  one,  and  the  due  application  of  the 
other.  With  reference  to  the  late  Com- 
mission, he  felt  called  upon  emphatically 
to  protest  against  many  of  the  imputationa 
which,  out  of  doors,  had  been  cast  upon  it. 
No  one  could  assent  to  those  imputations 
without  doing  much  injustice  to  many 
noble  and  right  honourable  and  honourable 
persons,  who  had  given  their  time  and  at- 
tention, in  the  most  disinterested  way,  to 
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the  basinoBS  of  tlie  Commission.  With  re- 
ference to  the  late  unhappy  circumstance, 
by  which  6,0002.  had  been  abstracted  from 
the  funds  of  the  Church,  he  could  not  help 
saying  Uiat  the  late  secretary  of  the  Com- 
mission  had,  up  to  within  tho  last  six 
months  of  his  official  life,  performed  the 
part  of  a  faithful,  zealous,  and  very  useful 
servant.  It  would  appear  that  some  un- 
happy speculations,  involving  him  in  em- 
barrassments, had  induced  him,  in  an  evil 
hour,  to  appropriate  the  funds  of  the 
Church,  in  the  expectation  tbat  he  would 
be  able  to  replace  them.  But  a  charge  has 
been  made  against  the  Commission  which 
I  am  chiefly  concerned  to  notice,  because 
it  goes  far  to  accuse  of  malversation  the 
episcopal  members  of  tho  Commission.  We 
hive  been  charged  with  applying  to  the 
purpose  of  building  bishops'  palaces  tho 
funds  which  ought  to  have  been  applied  to 
the  augmentation  of  livings.  Allow  me  to 
lay  before  your  Lordships  tho  real  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  It  will  be  in  your 
Lordships'  recollection  that  the  Commis- 
sion, as  at  first  established,  had  two  ob- 
jects to  accomplish :  one  being  the  nearer 
equalisation  of  tho  several  sees,  by  taking 
from  the  superfluity  of  one  what  might 
supply  the  deficiency  of  another;  and,  se- 
condly, the  furnishing  endowments  to  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  revenues  of 
the  Church  were  very  insufficient  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  increasing  population. 
The  funds  were  to  accrue  from  two  differ- 
ent sources — partly  from  suppressed  can- 
onries  and  sinecures,  partly  from  tho  con- 
tributions of  the  richer  sees.  As  the  ob- 
jects were  separate,  and  the  sources  by 
which  they  were  to  be  supplied  separate, 
it  was  natural  that  the  funds  also  should 
be  separate;  and  accordingly  tho  Act  of 
Parliament  which  constituted  tho  Commis- 
sion established  also  an  episcopal  and  a 
common  fund.  From  tho  episcopal  fund 
so  formed,  a  residence  has  been  provided 
for  the  new  seo  of  Ripon,  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  a  new  house  for  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  has  been  furnished,  and  about 
9,0002.  has  been  expended  upon  the  resi- 
dences of  tho  Bishops  of  Worcester,  Glou- 
eester,  and  Oxford ;  tho  whole  expense 
being  about  29,0002.  Now,  then,  your 
Lordships  will  ask,  how  could  the  idea  pre- 
Tflil  that  the  expense  has  amounted  to  five 
times  that  sum  ?  Whatever  has  been  ex- 
pended beyond  29,000^.,  has  been  mere 
exchange  of  property ;  property  sold  in 
Hantfly  and  bought  in  Lincolnshire;  pro- 
pertj  in  Gloucestershire  disposed  of,  and 


bought  in  Bristol;  property  at  Bromley 
sold,  and  bought  at  D  anbury.  And  how 
came  it  that  this  was  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Commission?  Because  the 
negotiations  were  not  carried  on,  as  they 
would  formerly  have  been,  by  private  Acta 
of  Parliament,  but  through  the  general 
powers  granted  by  Parliament  to  the  Com- 
mission. They  therefore  appear  as  part  of 
its  transactions.  But  the  property  itself 
never  made  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
mission, nor  was  ever  intended  so  to  do; 
and  was  no  more  destined  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  benefices  than  the  estates  of  any 
of  your  Lordships.  It  is  very  unfortunate, 
my  Lords,  that  a  misconception  on  this 
subject  has  so  long  prevailed,  and  that  the 
public  have  been  so  slow  to  receive  the 
explanation.  An  impression  has  been  pro- 
duced upon  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
clergy,  natural  under  the  circumstances, 
but  not  the  less  to  be  regretted.  Many  of 
the  clergy  are  in  painfully  straitened  cir- 
cumstances. Placed  in  insulated  situa- 
tions, and  feeling  tho  want  of  domestic 
comfort,  they  are  led  to  marry  early,  often 
with  no  hotter  provision  than  a  precarious 
curacy,  or  an  ill-paid  incumbency.  It  can- 
not be  matter  of  surprise  that  they  soon 
find  themselves  embarrassed;  and  they  na- 
turally compare  their  incomes  with  their 
labours,  their  talents,  their  education,  and 
think  them  very  ill  requited.  My  Lords, 
when  men  arc  distressed,  it  is  easy  to  per- 
suade them  that  they  are  ill  used.  But 
the  supposition  is  no  less  unfounded  than 
it  is  injurious  to  the  Church.  For  it  can 
be  nothing  but  injurious  to  the  Church, 
when  the  feelings  of  the  inferior  clergy  are 
alienated  from  those  who  are  above  them 
in  rank  and  fortune,  though  often  in  no- 
thing else,  and  who  probably,  at  the  very 
moment  when  they  lie  under  tho  imputation 
of  selfishness,  arc  employing  their  time, 
their  thoughts,  their  influence,  and  often 
not  sparing  their  purses,  in  promoting  the 
comfort,  and  increasing  the  means  of  use- 
fulness, of  their  humbler  brethren.  My 
Lords,  it  is  one  of  tho  purposes  of  the  Act 
now  brought  in,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  misconceptions  in  future.  It  is  in- 
tended to  abolish  all  distinction  between 
the  episcopal  and  common  fund,  and  to 
take  from  tho  general  fund  what  may  be 
required  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the 
Commission.  But  I  am  glad  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  showing  that  the  epis- 
copal members  of  the  Commission  have  not 
been,  as  was  supposed,  selfish  administra- 
tors of  the  means  which  a  great  sacrifice 
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on  the  part  of  the  Church  had  placed  in 
their  hands. 

The  Earl  of  HARROWBY  did  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  though  he  confessed 
that  he  had  some  misgivings  respecting  it. 
The  nohle  Earl  then  suggested  that  the 
interval  of  time  between  the  second  reading 
and  the  committal  of  the  Bill  would  afford 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of  introdu- 
cing an  Amendment,  the  object  of  which 
should  be  to  increase  the  number  of  bishops 
from  time  to  time  as  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity required  them,  without  in  each  case 
having  to  draw  invidious  comparisons  be- 
tween the  claims  of  different  districts.  He 
thought  that  it  was  not  consistent  with 
common  sense  that  a  number  of  bishops, 
which  might  have  been  sufficient  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  Church  in  the  time  of 
King  Alfred,  should  be  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  now  that  the  population 
had  increased  to  so  vast  an  extent.  When- 
ever an  increase  was  made  in  any  regiment 
in  the  army,  it  was  always  deemed  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  number  of  its  colonels. 
The  same  rule,  he  thought,  ought  to  apply 
to  the  Church.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  alike 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  episcopal  juris- 
diction of  the  Church,  and  for  the  spiritual 
destitution  of  the  people. 

The  Bishop  of  LONDON  would  strongly 
recommend  the  consideration  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  of  the  suggestions 
thrown  out  by  the  noble  Earl  who  had  just 
spoken  as  to  reserving  the  power  of  pro- 
viding for  the  addition  of  new  bishoprics, 
as  occasion  might  arise.  The  present  was 
the  last  opportunity  that  might  present  it- 
self for  making  the  necessary  provisions 
for  attaining  that  important  object.  As 
regarded  the  constitution  of  the  Commis- 
sion, he  thought  that  a  somewhat  greater 
degree  of  equality  should  subsist  among 
the  members  of  it;  and  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  measure,  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioner  would  have,  he  apprehended, 
an  undue  preponderance.  A  complimen- 
tary allusion  had  been  made  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  episcopal  duties  in  London 
were  performed;  but  it  was  impossible  that 
any  single  individual,  however  zealous  he 
might  be,  could  be  capable  of  adequately 
fulfilling  the  whole  of  those  duties,  over- 
whelmed as  the  diocese  w^as  with  a  rapidly- 
increasing  population,  and  no  one  was  more 
sensible  than  himself  of  the  necessity  of 
relieving  the  bishops  from  a  portion  of  their 
labour.  The  right  reverend  Prelate  then 
expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the  position 
of  the  episcopal  commissioner  being  a  sa- 


tisfactory one  as  proposed  by  the  Bill,  and 
the  belief  that,  by  the  regulations  proposed, 
it  would  be  impossible  that  commissioner 
could  ever  sit  in  the  cludr  of  the  Commis- 
sion. Each  commissioner,  he  thought, 
should  take  the  chair  alternately.  With 
regard  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission, 
none  had  better  performed  its  functions, 
until  the  great  accession  of  business  of  late 
years,  and  it  had  worked  more  good  for  the 
public  than  the  public  imagined. 

Lord  STANLEY  concurred  in  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  Bill,  and  believed  it  to 
be  a  most  excellent  measure.  At  the  same 
time  he  must  say  he  concurred,  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner,  in  the  observa- 
tions which  had  been  made  both  by  his  no- 
ble Friend  (Lord  Harrowby)  and  the  ri|^t 
rev.  Prelate  (the  Bishop  of  London),  with 
respect  to  the  particular  provision  of  the 
Bill  to  which  they  had  referred,  and  which, 
if  it  remaiued  in  its  present  state,  took 
away  any  chance  of  increasing,  either  now 
or  hereafter,  the  number  of  the  bishops  of 
the  Church.  He  knew  well  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  effecting  that  object;  bat  thdr 
Lordships  might  depend  upon  it,  that  it 
was  a  question  which  if  they  did  not  face 
now,  they  would  be  obliged  to  do  so  at  no 
very  distant  period  ;  for  it  was  utterly  im* 
possible,  even  if  the  present  number  of  bi- 
shops was  equal  to  the  effective  discharge 
of  their  duties  now,  that,  with  oar  growing 
population,  with  the  increased  attention 
which  was  paid  to  the  religious  instruction 
of  the  people,  with  the  vast  multiplication 
of  the  number  of  the  clergy,  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  churches  which  he 
was  happy  to  see  erecting  throughoat  the 
country — it  was  utterly  impossible,  he  said, 
even  for  the  overlooking  of  the  clergy 
alone,  irrespective  of  other  duties,  that  the 
same  number  of  bishops  which  might  have 
been  sufficient  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
should  be  adequate  for  the  duty  which 
would  fall  upon  them  twenty  years  hence. 
He  had  listened  with  great  attention  and 
respect  to  the  explanations  which  had  been 
given  by  the  most  rev.  Prelate;  but,  while 
he  gave  him  entire  credit  for  the  mo- 
tives by  which  he  had  been  actuated  in  as- 
senting to  the  .consolidation  of  the  episcopal 
and  common  fund,  he  must  say  that  the 
arguments  which  he  had  used  in  its  favour 
led  him  (Lord  Stanley)  to  an  opposite  con- 
clusion, because  he  felt  quite  certain  that 
if  there  was  dissatisfaction  felt  at  present, 
when  there  were  two  funds — viz.  one  upon 
which  the  inferior  clergy  had  no  claim,  and 
one  upon  which  they  had   an    exclusive 
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claim,  dissatisfaction  would  be  felt  much 
more  strongly  when  the  fund  from  which 
Bubstractions  were  made,  either  for  the 
parpose  of  establishing  new  bishops  or  for 
moreasing  the  accommodation  and  comfoi*t 
of  those  who  already  existed,  was  a  fund 
upon  which  the  inferior  clergy  had  a  legal 
claim,  and  when  they  felt,  which  they  could 
not  do  at  present,  that  the  sums  granted 
for  the  accommodation  or  increase  of  the 
higher  order  of  the  Church,  were  deducted 
from  the  fund  which,  by  law,  might  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  increase  of  the  inferior  order. 
He  feared,  therefore,  that  the  separation 
which  the  most  rev.  Prelate  looked  to  as 
the  means  of  diminishing  the  dissatisfac- 
tion among  the  inferior  clergy,  would  have 
a  precisely  opposite  effect,  and  would  tend 
to  introduce  a  new  element  of  dissatisfac- 
tion and  jealousy  between  the  lower  and 
higher  order  of  clergy,  and  by  doing  so 
would  inflict  a  serious  injury  upon  the 
cause  of  religion  by  producing  a  feeling  of 
alienation  between  those  orders.  The  Go- 
vernment might  rely  upon  it  that  this  was 
the  last  chance  of  preserving  the  means  of 
doing  that  for  the  higher  order  of  clergy 
which  for  the  benefit  of  all  was  essential  to 
be  done.  He  did  not  ask  that  the  Bill 
should  contain  a  provision  for  augmenting 
the  number  of  bishops  —  although  he 
thought  it  a  highly  desirable  object ;  all  he 
suggested  and  desired  was,  that  the  Bill 
should  contain  no  provision  which  should 
*pat  it  out  of  their  power,  or  the  power  of 
their  successors  (which  they  would  do  if 
they  consolidated  the  episcopal  and  com- 
mon fund),  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Church  hereafter  when  they  should  be  felt 
to  be  most  urgent.  The  noble  Marquess 
had  stated  that  the  episcopal  fund  amounted 
to  16,000Z.  a  year,  and  the  general  fund  to 
136,000?.,  with  the  prospect  of  increasing 
to  300,000?.  Tho  addition  of  16,000?.  to 
300,000?.  was  a  matter  of  comparative  un- 
importance; it  would  not  add  largely  to  the 
general  fund;  but,  if  left  untouched,  that 
sum  would  afford  the  means  of  effecting  a 
great  national  and  ecclesiastical  object 
without  the  possibility  of  a  reasonable  com- 
plaint from  any  part  of  the  community,  lay 
or  ecclesiastical.  If,  however,  they  passed 
the  12th  clause,  they  would  deprive  them- 
selves for  ever  of  the  possibility  of  effecting 
that  object,  and  when  they  had  so  deprived 
themselves  of  the  power,  he  felt  certain 
ihej  would  regret  it.  This  then  was  a 
point  which  he  submitted  to  the  right  rev. 
Pmlates.  He  considered  this  point  of  the 
consolidation  of  tho  episcopal  and  common 


fund  to  bo  a  matter  of  deep  and  vital  im- 
portance, and  he  trusted  that  before  the 
Bill  went  into  Committee,  the  Government 
would  consider  whether  they  would  perse- 
vere in  pressing  a  portion  of  a  Bill  other- 
wise desirable  and  valuable,  which,  if  pass- 
ed, he  felt  quite  sure  (even  with  the  best 
intentions  for  the  good  of  the  Church) 
would  inflict  a  permanent  injury  now,  and 
prevent  the  possibility  of  future  good. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
that,  however  desirable  might  be  the  ob- 
ject to  which  reference  had  been  made,  he 
could  hold  out  no  hope  of  the  Goveniment 
departing  from  the  provision  which  they 
had  introduced  for  consolidating  the  two 
funds. 

On  Question,  Resolved  in  the  Affirma^ 
tive. 

Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  the 
2oth  instant. 

House  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 
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TYNE  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  Second 
Time.'* 

Mr.  grey  objected  to  the  Bill,  hecause 
it  would  still  leave  the  whole  power  of 
managing  important  funds  in  the  hands  of 
the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  the  Bill  pro- 
viding that  nine  out  of  the  seventeen  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  should  be  mem- 
bers of  the  town-council  of  Newcastle. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  **  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  **  upon  this  day  six 
months." 

Mr.  ORD  supported  the  Bill.  The  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle  were  now  willing  to 
give  up  the  right  which  they  had  so  long 
enjoyed  of  the  exclusive  administration  of 
the  property,  and  to  allow  other  towns  to 
be  associated  with  them  in  it,  and  he  could 
not  see,  therefore,  on  what  ground  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  SPOONER  said,  there  was  another 
Bill  on  the  paper,  the  **  Tyne  River  Conser- 
vancy Bill/'  and  ho  hoped  the  hon.  Gen* 
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tleman  opposite  the  Member  for  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  would  consent  to  allow  both 
Bills  to  go  before  the  same  Committee, 
otherwise  he  thought  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  the  second  Bill 
just  alluded  to  had  been  reported  to  the 
House  last  Session,  after  seventeen  days' 
consideration  in  Committee,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House,  though 
at  too  late  a  period  to  allow  of  its  being 
pressed  forward. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2^,  and  committed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

TYNE  RIVER  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time.'* 

Mr.  ORD  said,  that  the  corporation  of 
Newcastle  had  been  for  500  years  in  pos- 
session of  the  property  of  which  this  Bill 
sought  to  deprive  them,  without  any 
grounds  whatever  being  shown  to  justify 
such  a  proceeding.  He  should,  therefore, 
oppose  the  second  reading. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  ''upon  this  day  six 
months." 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  the  Amendment 
to  the  former  Bill  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  feeling  in  the  House  that  both 
Bills  ought  to  be  sent  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee; and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
show  by  its  vote  on  this  occasion  the  feel- 
ing which  it  entertained  of  the  preposter- 
ous course  now  taken. 

Mr.  card  well  said,  the  House  had 
two  Bills  before  it,  both  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  conservancy  of  the  Tyne. 
The  Bill  just  sanctioned  travelled  into  no 
other  object;  but  the  Bill  which  they  were 
now  asked  to  sanction  did  travel  into  other 
ground,  and  sought  to  induce  the  House 
to  refer  to  a  Committee  of  five  Members  a 
question  of  property.  The  promoters  al- 
leged that  the  corporation  of  Newcastle 
misappropriated  the  funds,  by  expending 
two-thirds  of  them  on  the  improvement  of 
the  streets  of  Newcastle;  but  if  that  were 
so,  surely  there  was  a  legal  tribunal  before 
which  the  question  ought  to  be  decided, 
instead  of  bringing  it  before  that  House., 

Mb.  ROEBUCK  said,  that  not  one 
)er  in  a  hundred  of  those  present 


knew  anything  about  the  whole  proceed- 
ing :  and  if  he,  for  one,  were  asked  to 
vote  on  the  question,  he  would  feel  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  House  without  doing  so. 
If  a  Committee  of  five  Members  were  unfit 
to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  after 
investigation,  surely  the  whole  House  was 
equally  unfit,  seeing  that  they  knew  no- 
thing of  the  merits. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  'now' 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  131;  Noes 
63 :  Majority  68. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2®,  and  committed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION— LORD 
J.  RUSSELL  AND  MR.  HORSMAN. 

Lord  ASHLEY  said,  that,  in  reference 
to  a  notice  which  appeared  upon  the  paper 
of  that  day,  he  would  beg,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  and  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth  and  the  no- 
ble Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Goyemmenty 
to  make  a  few  observations.  Perhaps  he 
might  be  permitted  to  interpose  his  good 
offices  between  two  Gentlemen  whom  he 
had  the  honour  of  knowing,  and  regarding 
whom  he  could  declare  that  the  highest 
and  most  honourable  motives  regulated 
both  the  private  and  public  conduct  of  each. 
The  House,  he  was  sure,  would  agree  with 
him  in  deploring  that  any  difiFerence  of 
opinion  should  have  arisen  between  two 
Gentlemen  who  stood  so  high  in  public 
estimation  as  the  noble  Lord  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cockermonth, 
who  still,  he  was  sure,  notwithstanding 
what  had  occurred,  entertained  feelings  of 
mutual  respect  and  kindness  for  each  other. 
He  did  not  think  the  differences  between 
them  would  be  adjusted  by  the  method 
proposed.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Cockermouth  proposed  to  move  for  a 
Committee  to  which  the  whole  case  was  to 
be  subjected.  Now,  what  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  evidence  to  be  laid  before  the 
Committee,  and  what  was  the  business 
which  it  was  to  decide?  A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  case  must,  of  necessity,  con- 
cern matters  that  took  place  without  the 
walls  of  the  House.  And  what  did  take 
place  within  the  walls  must  consist  in  a 
great  measure  of  a  few  verbal  communica- 
tions made  in  haste,  and  probably  during 
debates  upon  other  subjects,  one.  or  two 
angry  expressions  which  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth  had  used 
under  the  stinging  influence  of  the  defeat 
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of  meaBores  which  he  had  in  view,  and 
some  expressions  that  might  have  heen 
used  hy  his  nohle  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  GoYemment  when  listening  to  another 
debate,  and  not  knowing  precisely  what 
the  words  might  have  been  which  he  used. 
Now,  how  would  it  be  possible  for  his 
noble  Friend  at  this  distance  of  time  to 
charge  his  memory  with  the  precise  ex- 

Eressions  used  when  a  question  was  put  to 
im  in  the  course  of  debate  ?  But  even  if 
the  matter  could  be  more  precisely  han- 
dled, he  (Lord  Ashley)  did  not  think  a 
Committee  of  the  House  was  the  proper 
tribunal  before  which  it  shoidd  be  carried. 
He  believed  in  his  conscience  that  it  was 
simply — ^yes,  in  his  heart  he  believed  that 
it  was  simply  and  altogether  a  misunder- 
standing by  his  noble  and  hon.  Friends  of 
the  views  and  intentions  of  each  other. 
Because  he  was  quite  convinced  of  this, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth 
was  most  sincere  in  all  the  measures  he 
had  proposed ;  that  he  had  undertaken 
them  on  principle,  and  for  that  reason  it 
was  easy  to  account,  in  some  measure,  for 
the  warmth  he  entertained  regarding  them. 
But  his  noble  Friend  was  equally  ardent 
upon  those  very  subjects  of  improvement 
in  the  Church;  and  he  (Lord  Ashley)  did 
not  think  there  could  be  any  deliberate  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  his  noble  Friend  to 
withstand  any  proposition  that  he  thought 
would  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church,  or  the  promotion  of  the  public 
welfare.  He  therefore  thought,  indeed  be 
was  convinced,  that  the  whole  affair  had 
arisen  from  misconception;  and  be  thought 
it  would  be  very  gratifying  if  they  could 
bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion  without 
passing  any  opinion  whatsoever  upon  it, 
further  than  that  the  House  should  say  it 
was  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  honourable  in- 
tentions of  Gentlemen  who  had  sat  so  long 
a  time  within  its  walls,  and  who  took  so 
honourable  and  distinguished  a  part  in  its 
proceedings  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cockcnnouth,  and  his  noble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
He  thought  the  House  would  be  satisfied 
and  the  public  service  advantaged,  if,  with- 
out doing  more  than  expressing  regret  that 
any  difference  should  have  taken  place  be- 
tween parties  of  such  high  respect  and  cha- 
racter, the  House  should  at  once  pass  to 
the  business  on  the  paper.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  excuse  him  for  making  such 
a  proposition,  but  he  did  it  from  a  desire  to 
oonsidt  the  real  advantage  of  the  public, 
andy  in  a  great  measure,  because  he  enter- 


tained the  very  deepest  respect  for  both 
the  Gentlemen  concerned.  And  he  con- 
scientiously believed  that  nothing  but  a 
misunderstanding  could  have  led  to  such 
an  issue.  He  moved  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  be  now  read. 

Colonel  KNOX  seconded  the  Motion. 

Mr.  HORSMAN  said:  Sir,  if  I  under- 
stand aright,  the  House  seems  unanimously 
to  accede  to  what  is  proposed  by  the  noblo 
Lord  the  Member  for  Bath.  And  I  must 
hold  it  to  have  decided  that  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  go  into  the  inquiry  for  which  I 
came  down  to  move.  If  that  be  so,  I  bow 
at  once  to  the  declared  wish  of  the  House; 
but  I  must  at  the  same  time  ask  it  to  in- 
dulge me  for  a  few  moments  of  explanation 
before  it  passes  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
The  question  now  remains  in  this  state — 
that  I  brought  charges  against  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary, which  I  am  not  permitted  to  prove, 
or  called  on  to  retract.  Now,  I  must  say, 
if  the  matter  is  to  be  left  in  this  state,  it 
ends  in  a  manner  not  altogether  just  to  the 
noblo  Lord  whom  I  have  accused;  and, 
not  ending  in  justice  to  him,  it  would  not 
end  satisfactorily  to  my  own  feelings.  I 
therefore  think  that,  as  there  are  cer- 
tain passages  in  the  letter  alluded  to  which 
have  been  understood  to  convey  some- 
thing more  than  I  intended,  I  ought  to 
state  what  is  the  interpretation  I  should 
have  wished  to  be  put  upon  them — how  far 
I  meant  to  go  in  my  charge  against  the 
noblo  Lord — and  how  far  I  am  now  pre- 
pared to  withdraw  tho  imputation  which 
was  supposed  to  rest  on  his  personal  ho- 
nour. I  did  not  intend  to  make,  nor 
did  I  make,  any  allegation  whatever  as  to 
the  noblo  Lord's  motives.  I  did  not  in- 
tend that  any  such  construction  should 
be  put  on  my  letter;  and  perhaps  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  show  that 
what  I  am  about  to  say  is  not  mere  for- 
mality and  compliment,  if  I  were  to  tell  the 
House  and  the  noblo  Lord  what  I  really 
did  mean  and  what  I  felt.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  say  that  the  noble  Lord  had  wil- 
fully and  designedly  done  that  which  ho 
knew  to  be  dishonourable.  I  believed  the 
real  fact  to  be  that  he  was  annoyed  and 
irritated  at  my  persevering  in  my  Motions 
upon  the  Church;  and  that  he  rather  court- 
ed the  opportunity  of  showing  how  he 
could  with  impunity  dispense  with  the 
courtesies  of  Parliamentary  usage  in  the 
case  of  a  Member  who  had  not  a  party  at 
his  back;  and  that  he  incautiously  indulged 
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this  feeling  to  such  an  extent  that  he  very 
seriously  compromised  himself,  and  enahled 
mo  to  estahlish  such  a  case  against  him 
that  I  could  appeal  without  fear  to  the 
verdict  of  any  Committee  which  the  House 
might  think  fit  to  appoint.  That,  Sir,  was 
my  belief.  If  I  were  asked  if  I  thought 
the  noble  Lord  intended  deliberately  to  de- 
ceive me,  I  say,  fairly,  there  was  no  such 
accusation  conveyed  in  the  word  of  my  let- 
ter. And  I  may  add,  that,  so  far  from 
thinking  that  there  was  deliberation,  I 
rather  thought  the  noble  Lord  acted  too 
unreflectingly.  So  far  from  having  the 
motive  to  deceive,  I  believed  that  very  pos- 
sibly his  disposition  was  only  to  annoy; 
but  whatever  the  motive,  the  result  was  the 
same;  and  the  facts  which  I  was  enabled 
to  substantiate  against  the  noble  Lord 
were  the  same.  I  do  admit,  for  I  don't 
spare  myself  on  this  occasion,  that,  as  my 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Bath  has 
hinted,  I  may,  in  the  course  of  our  discus- 
sions, have  given  the  noble  Lord  some  pro- 
vocation; for  I  had  felt,  that  on  some  of 
these  questions  I  had  been  met  by  certain 
Members  of  the  Government  with  person- 
alities and  imputations  of  motives  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  alone  knew  the 
whole  injustice;  and  I  thought  he  did  not 
give  me  the  benefit  of  his  testimony  as 
in  honour  he  was  bound  to  do  on  those 
occasions.  I  felt  this,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent no  doubt  resented  it.  However,  that 
is  long  past :  and  I  now  assure  the 
noble  Lord  that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
there  shall  not  be  a  revival  of  that  per- 
sonal warfare  between  us.  In  future  dis- 
cussions it  shall  be  my  endeavour  to  avoid 
anything  which,  having  a  merely  personal 
bearing,  may  give  rise  to  unpleasantness 
with  the  noble  Lord.  And  I  hope  I  may 
ask  and  may  receive  on  his  side  that  cour- 
tesy which  will  show  that  he  gives  me  that 
credit,  in  my  advocacy  of  public  questions, 
for  being  actuated  by  public  motives  only 
which  everything  that  has  ever  passed  be- 
tween us  entitles  me  to  demand.  I  can 
only  now  say  further.  Sir,  that  1  cheerfully 
withdraw  any  imputation  upon  the  per- 
sonal honour  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  as  a 
matter  of  course,  of  the  right  lion.  Baro- 
net also;  and  1  have,  at  the  same  time, 
to  express  to  this  House  my  reirret  for 
the  trouble  which  this  explanation  has 
occasioned. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  Sir,  I  certainlv 
received  the  impression  from  the  letter 
which  was  read  to  the  House  the  other 
day,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 


for  Cockerroouth  did  suppose  that  I  in- 
tended to  deceive  him  with  respect  to  a 
measure  that  was  before  the  House;  and, 
being  quite  unconscious  of  any  such  inten- 
tion, I  certainly  could  not  but  feel  at  the 
time  that  it  was  a  very  unjust  imputation. 
But  1  understand,  from  what  has  just  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member,  not  only  that  he 
does  not  now  make  that  charge,  but  that 
that  was  not  a  charge  he  intended  to  make 
in  what  he  wrote  in  his  letter.  Nothing 
can  be  more  satisfactory  to  my  feelings  on 
that  subject.  With  regard  to  any  other 
matter,  all  I  can  say  is  this — ^the  hon. 
Member  hoped  I  would  only  attribute  to 
public  motives  his  pressing  forward  certain 
questions;  and  I  am  quite  ready  to  do  him 
justice  in  that  respect,  and  believe  that  in 
pressing  forward  those  questions,  the  hon. 
Member  had  no  object  in  view  but  the  ge- 
neral benefit  of  the  public,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Church.  But  I  am  in  a  some- 
what difierent  position  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, who  must  feel,  that  while  it  was  com- 
petent to  him  to  press  upon  the  House,  to 
the  full  extent,  his  views  and  impressions 
upon  a  subject,  it  occurred  to  myself,  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  if  he  undertook 
any  measure,  that  he  had  not  only  to  show 
to  the  House  that  the  measure  was  in  it- 
self just,  but  that  he  must  endeavour  to 
communicate  to  others  such  an  impresuon 
that  it  was  just  that  he  might  succeed  in 
carrying  it.  I  believe  this  difference  in 
our  positions  has  been  really  the  main 
cause  of  the  misunderstanding.  The  hon. 
Member  thought  that  a  measure  could  be 
carried  easily,  which  I  considered  could  not 
be  carried  without  asking  the  opinion  and 
requiring  the  deliberation  of  various  persons 
connected  with  the  matter.  I  am  very 
happy  to  find  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  hereafter  he  will  be  ready  to  make 
every  allowance  of  that  kind  which  I  could 
require;  and,  for  my  part,  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  I  shall  be  ready  to 
enter  into  anv  discussion  that  mav  come 
on,  giving  him  full  credit  for  zeal  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  purity  of 
his  motives. 

Sir  G.  grey  :  Sir,  I  am  very  happy 
to  hear  the  terms  in  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Cockermouth  has 
retracted  his  charges;  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  must  say,  that  I  regret  that,  feel- 
ing the  injustice  of  the  imputations  con- 
veyed in  his  letter  against  my  noble  Friend 
and  myself,  I  expressed  myself  in  terms  of 
undue  warmth.  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman^  that  in  the  discussion  of  thesQ 
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questions  to  which  he  specially  directs  his 
attention,  it  will  he  my  earnest  desire  to 
comply  for  the  future  with  the  hope  which 
he  has  expressed. 
Subject  dropped. 

CEYLON— CAPTAIN   WATSON'S    PROCLA- 
MATION. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  had  to  request  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  with  reference  to 
a  statement  which  had  been  made  in  the 
House,  which  had  occasioned  considerable 
pain  to  an  hon.  and  gallant  Officer,  who,  it 
would  be  remembered,  had  been  alluded  to 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  Wednesday 
last,  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  Ceylon — 
he  meant  Captain  Watson — who  was  the 
son  of  a  distinguished  officer,  and  who  had 
himself  been  for  more  than  twenty  years 
an  officer  in  the  Army,  and  who  was  now 
attached  to  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Brigade.  The 
statement,  as  reported  in  the  public  papers 
to  have  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Invemess-shire,  on  the  occasion  he  refer- 
red to,  was — 

**  We  hare  heard  much  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  West  Ridiug  of  Yorkshire  about  the  savage 
mroolamations  of  Field  Marshal  Haynau  and  others. 
Bat  listen  to  the  proclamation  I  am  about  to  read 
m~^  proclamation  of  one  of  Uer  Majesty's  officers 
in  Ceylon,  entrusted  at  the  time  with  the  full  and 
responsible  power  of  deciding  the  question  of  life 
and  death  with  respect  to  the  subjects  of  that 
oolony.  The  proclamation  is  as  follows :  '  That 
unless  all  those  who  have  held  concealed  the  effects 
of  Crolahella  Rata  Mahatmcya,  deliver  over  to  me 
such  property,  or  give  information  about  the  same 
without  delay,  such  persons  shall  bo  killed,  and 
their  property  confiscated. — A.  Watson,  captain 
commanding.'  Now,  I  ask  the  House,  is  this  a 
proclamation  for  the  destruction  of  mad  dogs  or 
of  human  beings  ?  I  confess,  Sir,  when  this  pro- 
clamation was  first  brought  under  my  notice,  I 
was  perfectly  astounded.  I  could  not  believe  such 
a  production  possible,  and  thought  there  must  be 
some  mistake.  But  there  is  no  mistake  about  the 
matter.  I  have  in  my  possession  two  of  the  ori- 
ginal proclamations,  signed  by  Captain  Watson's 
own  hand — proclamations  which  have  received  the 
full  sanction  and  cordial  approbation  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government ;  and  those  Gentlemen  who 
are  so  ready  to  denounce  Austria  for  her  acts,  arc 
the  supporters  of  that  Government." — Hansardf 
ToL  cviil.  p.  425. 

Now,  Captain  Watson  was  a  gentleman 
who,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Buckinghamshire  had  been  sum- 
moned as  a  witness  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Ceylon  Committee,  and  being  conse- 
quently in  this  country,  he  had  an  imme- 
diate opportunity  of  seeing  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member,  and  having  read  it  in 
the  public  papers,  he  had  written  to  Earl 
Orey  a  letter,  repudiating  the  charge  made 
HgiioBt  him  in  that  statement,  which  letter 
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having  been  forwarded  to  him  (Lord  J. 
Russell)  by  his  noble  Friend,  he  felt  bound, 
in  justice  to  Captain  Watson,  to  read  it. 
The  letter  was  as  follows : — 

"  22,  Craven  Street,  London,  Feh.«7. 

"  My  Lord — Owing  to  absence  from  London,  it 
was  only  this  morning  that  I  saw  in  the  morning 
papers  of  yesterday  the  very  cruel  and  unjustifi- 
able attacks  which  are  stated  to  have  been  made 
on  my  character  by  Mr.  Baillie  and  Mr.  Hume — 
who  have  coupled  my  name  with  acts  of  atrocity 
more  suitable,  as  they  say,  for  the  *  destruction 
of  mad  dogs/  than  becoming  proceedings  which 
involve  the  lives  of  human  beings.  In  attendance 
as  I  am,  pursuant  to  a  summons  from  Ceylon, 
and  about  to  be  examined  before  a  Conunittee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  appointed  to  inquire  into 
recent  events  in  that  island,  I  cannot  but  feel 
deeply  wounded  by  this  ungenerous  attempt  to 
damage  my  reputation,  and  discredit  my  testimony 
by  anticipation.  Nor  will  your  Lordship  fail  to 
perceive  the  prejudice  to  justice  which  must  ensue 
from  bringing  forward  such  imputations  in  places 
where  I  have  no  means  to  meet  and  repel  them, 
instead  of  reserving  them  for  the  approaching  in- 
vestigation, when  opportunity  would  be  aflforded 
me  for  defence  ;  and,  in  any  event,  the  charge  and 
its  refutation  would  go  together  for  the  decision  of 
the  public.  The  evidence  on  which  I  have  been 
thus  assailed,  is  a  document  said  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Baillie,  described  as  a  *  savage  pro- 
clamation,' and  purporting  to  bear  the  name  of 
*  A.  Watson,  captain  commanding.'  It  threatens 
with  death  and  confiscation  of  property  all  persons 
who  should  fail  to  make  disclosures  as  to  the  ab<» 
straction  of  the  effects  of  Golahella  Rata  Mahat- 
meya ;  and  Mr.  Baillie  is  said  to  have  declared 
that  all  doubts  as  to  its  authenticity  are  effectually 
set  at  rest  by  his  possessing  '  two  of  the  original 
proclamations  signed  by  Captain  Watson's  own 
hand — procLamations  which  have  received  the  full 
sanction  and  cordial  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.'  Had  opportunity  been  afforded  me 
by  Mr.  Baillie,  before  thus  pledging  his  own  rera- 
city  and  impugning  my  honour,  I  should  haVe  in- 
formed that  Gentleman,  as  I  now  do  your  Lord- 
ship, that  the  document  in  question  is  utterly 
spurious  ;  that  I  never  issued  or  authorised  such  a 
proclamation  ;  and  that  he  has  been  misled  by  an 
unprincipled  forgery.  The  other  allusions  which 
have  been  made  to  supposed  acts  of  mine,  by  both 
Mr.  Baillie  and  Mr.  Hume,  are  alike  devoid  of  all 
foundation  in  fact,  and  so  soon  as  an  opportunity 
shall  have  been  afforded  me  in  the  approaching 
Committee,  I  shall  have  no  more  difficulty  in  dis- 
posing of  them  than  I  have  in  denouncing  the  fic- 
titious proclamation  by  which  these  Gentlemen 
have  been  so  grossly  imposed  on. — I  have,  Ac, 

"  Albert  Watson, 
Captain,  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment. 

"  To  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  Ac." 

He  had  thought  it  due  to  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman,  whose  character  had  been 
aspersed  before  the  House  and  the  public, 
to  give  him  the  advantage  of  this  his  refu- 
tation of  the  charge  brought  against  him; 
and  he  had  not  another  word  to  say  on  the 
subject. 
Mr.  baillie  :  Sir,  I  have  only  this 
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statement  to  make,  in  answer  to  what  has 
just  been  read  by  the  noble  Lord.  I  re- 
ceiyed  the  proclamations,  to  both  of  which 
the  signature  of  Captain  Watson  is  append- 
ed. These  documents  are  couched  in  the 
Cingalese  language;  but  I  was  informed 
that  the  translations  I  have  given  were 
sworn  to  by  professed  interpreters,  before 
justices  of  the  peace.  Documents  thus 
Touched  for,  and  regularly  transmitted  to 
me,  I  could  not  believe  to  be  deliberate 
forgeries.  Should  they  turn  out  to  be  so, 
I  am  sure  no  one  will — no  one  can,  regret 
the  foundation  of  a  charge  upon  them  more 
than  I  shall;  but  I  repeat  that  the  signa- 
ture of  Captain  Watson — [Cries  of  **  Oh, 
oh!"] — well,  what  purports  to  be  the  sig- 
nature, in  his  own  handwriting,  of  Captain 
Watson,  is  attached  to  the  documents — 
documents  which  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
show  to  the  gallant  officer  himself. 

CEYLON. 

Order  read  for  resuming  the  further  pro- 
ceeding on  Question  for  appointment  of  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  as  one  of  those 
who  had  been  selected  to  sit  on  this  Com- 
mittee, and  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee 
of  last  year,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he 
could  not  expect  that  justice  would  be  done 
to  the  important  question  which  it  was  the 
object  to  investigate.  When  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  objected  to 
the  recommendation  that  a  Commission 
should  go  out  to  Ceylon  and  there  examine 
on  the  spot  the  parties  who  were  best  able 
to  give  evidence,  he  (Mr.  Uume)  took  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that,  as  it  was  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners — and  he  had  pre- 
sented four  petitions  on  the  subject  to  the 
House — that  evidence  to  prove  their  alle- 
gations should  be  taken  by  a  Commission 
on  the  spot,  because  in  no  other  way  could 
a  full  and  fair  investigation  of  the  facts  be 
obtained,  a  Parliamentary  Committee  only 
would  not  be  satisfactorv.  The  noble  Lord, 
however,  objected  to  that,  and  left  it  to  the 
Committee  to  send  for  evidence;  and  then 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  suggested  that  if  it  really 
was  intended  bv  the  Government  to  have  a 
fair  inquiry,  the  party  whose  conduct  was 
impugned  should  have  leave  of  absence,  or 
retire  from  his  station  as  Governor  of  Cev- 
Ion,  in  order  that  he  and  those  under  his 
control  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
interfere  to  prevent   such  evidence  being 
sent  to  England  as  might  be  necessary  to 
elacidate  Uie  question.     The  noble  Lord 
)ugtit  that  that  would  have  been  an  im. 


putation  against  Lord  Tonington;  but  it 
was  precisely  the  eoune  which  had  been 
followed,  he  believed,  in.  every  esse  where 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanoiirB  had  been 
charged  against  a  pahlic  fdnctioDAiy.  In 
one  of  the  petitions  he  had  presei^ed,  it 
was  alleged — and  the  parties  stated  thai  if 
opportunity  were  afforded,  they  were  ready 
to  prove  the  fact  on  oath — ^th&t  penoos 
had  been  prevented  from  coming  fonraid 
to  give  evidence  by  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
public  officers.  His  present  object  was  to 
guard  against  its  being  supposed  that  any 
satisfactory  result  could  come  out  of  the 
inquiry  by  this  Committee;  for  unless  th^ 
had  full  means  of  ascertaining  the  gronndb 
of  the  discontent  out  of  which  the  distub- 
ance  in  Ceylon  had  arisen,  the  inqniij 
would  be  useless.  Considering  the  means 
at  the  disposal  of  Lord  Torringtcm,  and 
the  noble  Secretary  for  the  Cronies  to 
keep  back  witnesses  whose  testimony  might 
elucidate  the  facts,  it  was  impossible  that 
justice  could  be  done;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  allow  those  who  had  express- 
ed that  opinion  in  their  petitions,  to  eome 
down  and  state  what  they  knew  of  the 
means  that  had  been  resorted  to  bj  thoae 
in  authority  to  prevent  a  foil  and  £ur  in- 
vestigation of  ail  the  facts  of  the  case.  He 
did  not  speak  as  to  Lord  Torrington  per- 
sonaUy,  for  he  had  no  desire  to  make  a 
personal  matter  of  it.  All  that  he  wanted 
was  the  future  better  government  of  Cey- 
lon; and  until  the  whole  facts  were  known, 
causes  for  turbulence  and  discontent  would 
continue  to  exist  in  that  colony. 

Mb.  J.  STUART  expressed  hinudf 
unable  to  see  how  the  House  conld  pos- 
sibly discharge  its  duty  unless  they  had 
some  assurance  from  the  Government  that 
the  future  proceedings  of  the  Committee, 
if,  indeed,  it  was  to  proceed  at  all,  should 
be  conducted  in  such  a  way,  and  nnder 
such  circumstances,  as  really  to  elidt  the 
truth.  Circumstances  more  extraordinaiy 
than  those  nnder  which  the  Committee 
was  about  to  be  reappointed,  had  never  oc- 
curred. The  present  Motion  was  for  a 
renewal  of  the  Committee  appointed  last 
year  to  examine  into  certain  grave  charges 
and  allegations.  But  without  witnesses,  or 
any  facilities  being  afforded  for  the  pro- 
duction of  witnesses,  the  reappointment  of 
that  Committee  was  an  idle  ceremonv. 
The  statements  of  Members  of  it  proved 
that  all  endeavours  hitherto  made  to  pro- 
cure the  attendance  of  the  necessary  wit- 
nesses, had  been  utterly  baffled.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  no  witnesses  had 


645 


Ceylon, 


{Feb.  11} 


Ceylon. 


646 


been  allowed  to  attend,  but  tbat  if  tbe 
Committee  were  now  reappointed  upon  tbe 
same  footing  as  tbat  wbicb  tbej  bad  oc- 
cupied last  Session,  tbat  tbe  tribunal — a 
tribunal  delegated  by  the  House  to  inquire 
into  tbe  trutb  of  certain  accusations  — 
would  be  in  tbis  singular  position  that 
they  would  have  witnesses  to  rebut,  but 
no  witnesses  to  establish,  the  charge — 
witnesses  for  tbe  defence,  but  none  for  the 

Eroseoution.  [Mr.  Hawes  :  No,  no  !  ]  He 
card  some  bon.  Gentleman  saj  **  No,  no.** 
He  thought  it  was  tbe  voice  of  the  bon. 
Oentleraan  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  but  he  would  establish  his  posi- 
tion. The  House  could  only  proceed  upon 
the  authentic  records  of  the  Committet^. 
Now,  on  one  of  the  last  days  of  the  Com- 
mittee's meeting,  he  found  that  the  follow- 
ing resolution  had  been  come  to : — 

"Tour  Committee  regret  that,  from  the  ter- 
mmation  of  the  Session  they  have  not  heen  able 
to  conclude  their  inquiries  into  the  grievances  in 
connexion  with  the  administration  and  govern- 
ment of  Ceylon,  and  especially  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  insurrection  in  that  colony,  and  into  the 
ineana  adopted  by  the  local  Government  for  its 
•itppression  ;  but,  from  the  gravity  of  the  circum- 
•tanees  which  those  inquiries  have  elicited,  your 
Committee  express  their  opinion  that  it  is  expe- 
dient that  they  should  be  reappointed  next  Ses- 
sion to  pursue  their  investigation,  and  that  means 
■hould  be  adopted  in  the  interval  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  ensure  the  attendance  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Queen's  Advocate  at  Ceylon,  of 
Captain  Watson,  and  such  others  whose  evidence 
may  be  necessary  to  explain  and  establish  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  martial  law  was  recently 
proclaimed  in  Ceylon,  and  to  give  information  as 
to  all  proceedings  which  were  thereon  adopted  by 
the  Government." 

This  resolution  had  been  come  to  upon  tbe 
30th  of  July,  and  for  this  reason — that  on 
the  28th  of  July  a  complaint  had  been 
made  in  this  House,  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee,  that  without  sending  a  com- 
mission to  Ceylon,  the  investigation  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  carried  out.  This  was 
on  the  28th  of  July.  On  tbat  occasion, 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Ripon,  interposing,  with  great  gravity  and 
dignity,  had  stated,  that  although  he 
eotdd  not  support  the  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mission, yet  he  thought  that  that  Motion 
wonld  be  readily  withdrawn  if  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
gire  the  House  an  assurance  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  tbis  Session  reappointed, 
and  that,  in  the  meantime,  and  before  the 
Session  ended,  the  Committee,  through 
their  chairman,  should  communicate  with 
the  Goremment  as  to  the  witnesses  and 
papers  which  might  bo  required^  so  as  that 


they  might  be  sent  for  in  the  interval,  and 
be  ready  to  be  produced  when  the  Committee 
was  reappointed.  The  course  recommended 
by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  was  adopted  by 
the  noble  Lord.  But  what  followed  ?  They 
were  now  here  continuing  a  discussion 
commenced  by  a  new  complaint  brought 
by  the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee.  He 
complained  that  the  endeavours  made  by 
him  as  chairman  of  the  Committee,  be- 
tween the  30th  of  last  July  and  the  next 
meeting  of  Parliament,  to  obtain  witnesses, 
bad  been  baffled  by  Earl  Grey.  Now,  the 
noble  Lord  at  tbe  head  of  the  Government 
said,  on  a  former  night,  tbat  he  had  care- 
fully read  from  Hansard  the  words  which 
he  had  actually  used  upon  the  28th  of 
July,  because  he  feared  that  there  might 
arise  some  misunderstanding  or  misconcep- 
tion relative  to  what  he  had  actually  said 
on  that  occasion.  But  tbe  noble  Lord 
must  pardon  him  (Mr.  Stuart)  if  he  said, 
tbat,  in  his  opinion,  tbe  noble  Lord  referred 
to  the  words  which  he  used  last  Session, 
without  a  sufficient  reference  to  the  con- 
text of  the  passage  quoted,  and  without 
enabling  the  House  properly  to  ascertain 
how  the  matter  had  been  actually  left  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  the  Government. 
The  right  bon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Kipou  ended  his  speech  of  the  28th  of 
July  last  as  follows  : — 

"  He,  therefore,  could  not  support  the  Motion 
now  before  the  House ;  and,  indeed,  he  did  not 
think  that  his  hon.  Friend  would  press  it,  if  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
give  the  House  an  assurance,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Session,  he  would  consent  to  the  reappoint- 
ment of  the  Conmiittee,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
suing the  inquiry.  In  that  case,  the  Committee 
could  meet  on  Monday,  and  communicate,  through 
their  chairman,  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  both  with  respect  to  papers  and  to 
additional  witnesses  that  they  would  think  neces- 
sary, when  the  Committee  met  again  at  the  com- 
mencement of  next  Session." — Hansard^  cvii. 
1098. 

Such  was  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  To  that  proposal  ho  (Mr.  Stuart), 
who  was  present,  understood  the  noble 
Lord  to  accede.  He  understood  the  noble 
Lord  to  mean  that  the  Committee  should 
assemble  on  the  following  Monday  ;  that 
they  should  consider  what  aiTangements 
were  to  be  made  for  summoning  witnesses; 
and  that  their  chairman  should,  on  their 
behalf,  communicate  with  the  noble  Earl 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  What  had 
taken  place  since  ?  On  the  30th  of  July, 
the  Committee  had  passed  the  following 
resolution : — 
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'^ Tbi:  'Jut  f:zjLrsAX^  ^  %sz^mMed  aadr^ 

There  vu  the  zK»Ue  Lord  acceding  to  tLe  "* ' 

razge^tkrD  nuide  in  the  H'>ase.  kariag  h  j,,  ^KU  the  uMt  F^ 

to  the  chairman  to  arrange  with  the  Secre-  ji^  ^  j^j^  ^^  laDovm:— 

tarr  of  State  for  the  Colonies  as  to  the 

necessarr  witnewes.     Well,  hot  no  sooner  -^  la  rsfiy  I  kaw  m 

did  the   hon.   Gentleman  put   himself  in  y-^^^ss**  }fff. 

eommcnica'.ion  with  the  noble  Lord,  than  ""^***^"?^!r^-_ 

the  latter  replied,  in  5alf*:ance,  that  he  ^  .C^  ^^-^ 


did  not  reco;^^  the  hon.  Gentleman,   as  £>nc^i  4c  ibne  p«au.  «r  tae 

the  cfiainnari  of  a  Committee  inrested  with  'j^*  =*  to  sbt«jc«taau««  I^w 

delegated  power  at  all.       The  noble  Lord,  ^^  ^^^^^  J^  «omh8m«  wiA  ifce 

in  fact,  itated  that  the  Committee  had  no  j^^ .^ M^ajibimgt^  wka I kavc  Mi  m  tte 

ri^ht  to  delein^te  anj  sach  power  as  that  dnpoi^cM  viuck  I  ^w  aAfacHBd  i 

of  naming  the  witnesses  to  be  summoned;  nor  of  Ccrloo,  aid  wUek  kave 

and  that,  eren  if  thej  had  such  a  right,  PariianMii-- 


he  would  »ot  consent  U,  their  request,  upon   ^^  ^^^^^  «««ioo.  the  Hook  «««y  A- 
the  ground  that  it  would  occasion  consider-   „_-    -,  t_  wli*tl^ 


. ,  -  /:     I  J     .  cerre,  as  to  whether  the  diiiiiiiifli  had 

able  eip*n^.    On  these  grounds  there  was  ^^  ^^^^  hT  the  BcUe  B«l.  wm  «* 

a  flat  refusal  giren  to  the  request  for  the  ^^^  j^,^^  ^  j^  „,  ,„„,,^     ^^  ^ 

sammoning   of  witnesses.      On  the   reas-  Q»n-rti   held  *^**     under    sock   are^n- 

sembling  of  Pariiament.  the  hon   Gentle-  ^^^J    ^^  Cominhtee.  vnleu  tiherhMl 

man  the  Member  for  InTeniess-shire  hav-  ^^  ^u««  Uiat   btfonBatio.  4i»U 

•»g  been  thus  treated  by  the  noble  Eari  ^,^  ^^  ^led  to  them.  inght«o> 

the_  SecreUry  for  the  Colonies.  _  and  the  f^  '^^^  g;^,;^  ,^^  {j;^  Jj  j, 


decision  of  that  nob  e  Lord  havmg  been  nearer  the  end  «f  their  appoiBtoeS:  WkU 
confirmed  bv  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  j,^  ^.^^  ^  ^^^  \!fced«-  Her  Mft. 
the  Government.  It  seemed  to  hm.  to  be  j^,^.,  c^enuneDt  intended  to  ofiiid  the 
clear  and  palpable --first,  that  this  had  iec^ssarr  facilities  or  dm  !  He  q«to  dis- 
been  an  evasion  of  the  understanding  ^^^^  j^  ^^  prindplM  »  to  the 
come  to.  and  that  means  had  been  taken  ^^^  ^^  conducting  the  bo»iM»8  of  Corn- 
to  baffle  the  endeavours  of  the  Committee  ^j^,^    ^^^   ^^  ^  ^y^  L,^     jf  ^ 

to  have  before  them  the  witnesses  they  ^^airman  could' not  iepie«»t  m.  Coouut- 
thought  proper  should  be  examined  This  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  furpo^  u  the  ho«.  Gentle- 
was  a  state  of  things  which  he  thought  ,^  ^^^^  Meilih«ifor  InvemeMhire  hid 
involv.Kl  grave  mattt^  of  censure  agamst  ^^nted  his  Committee,  then  the  ». 
the  Government  But  there  had  been  ^„j„^„t  ^  .  chMrman  «ms  perfeetlT  dL 
Still   more   immediate   and   direct    means   '    . j i w^^  :* ^   » 


null     luurc     luiiJicuiau;    aiiu     uircvb     lucaua  jratArr  ftnd  nseless          Waa  it  llfri'llBai  ■  fiw 

Uken  to  baflle  the  attempts  of  the  Commit-  ^  ^^;  ^^^^  Member,  of  thr^ZLeo 

tee  to  arrive  at   he  ruth       Not  only  had  ^  ^.^^            ^^^^  ^1,^  ^y^  j^  ^ 

the  noble  Earl  the  Secretanr  for  the  Colo-  Colonial  Secretaty  to  make  s  MiUemeot  m 

nies  not  acceded  to  he  request  conveyed  ^^  their  wishes  ?     Unless  aoi»e  .atiB&e. 

to  him  that  he  should  attend  before  the  ^^„^^^  were  given  by  Gorenunent 

Committee  to  ^ve  certain  explanations;  ^  \^  ^^  production  of  witnesses,  the  re- 

but  when  then,ommittee  put  the  noble  i„t„ent  of  the  Committee  w..  idh>- 

Larl  m  rK,ssess.on  of  the  points  on  which  .^^^^^  ^  Committee  merely  for  the  purpose 

they  wished  for  information  from  him,  he  ^^  whitewashing  the  Gorenior  of  bSloo, 

made  no  reply  whatever  to  one  of  the  in-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  .      J^ 

qumes.     The  following  questions  were,  as  ^^^^     jj^  ^^„,j  ^^jj  ^^  Qovenimeiit  tSt 

,t  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Com-  ^^^^  proceedings  were  not  to  he  tamed 

mittec^privately  forwarded  to  the  noble  -.^^^Xr^.     He  did  not  intend  to  impute 

'  to  the  noble  Lord  any  deliberate  improper 

"Whether  your  Lortlship    has  received   any  intention   beyond   this — and   this    he   did 

eopiei  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts-marti^  y^          y^^^  with— that  the  noble  Lord  WAS 

(iDclodinff  details  of  the  cndence  taken  upon  the  ^     /*,.        ^    ^i        ^        ^   i_.           — ^«     •— 

trials  of  the  prisoners),  which  were  held  in  Cey-  stretching  to  the  utmost  his  powers  OTCT 

Ion  in  1848,  and  information,  private  or  public,  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  in  order  to  pre* 
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Tent  a  due  and  proper  prosecution  of  this 
inquiry. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  altbougli 
the  questions  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man put  had  been  distinctly  answered  the 
other  day,  he  would  endeavour  very  shortly 
to  explain  what  were  the  views  with  which 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  had  moved  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  which  he  had 
given  notice.  As  he  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
understood  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Ripon,  what  he  meant  was 
this — that  he  supposed  by  the  resolution 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  should 
communicate  to  the  noble  Earl  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  with  respect 
to  the  witnesses  whom  he  and  the  Com- 
mittee should  think  necessary  to  have  pro- 
duced before  them.  Accordingly,  the  Com- 
mittee next  day  agreed  on  two  witnesses 
being  summoned,  one  of  whom  was  Cap- 
tain Watson.  And  they  had  been  sum- 
moned in  consequence.  But  if  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  had 
been  told,  when  that  last  resolution  of  the 
Committee  was  moved,  **  Now,  mind  this 
resolution  means  that  your  chairman  of 
the  Committee  is  to  have  absolute  power 
over  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  is  to 
order  him,  during  the  next  six  months,  to 
do  as  we  please,  and  he  is  to  have  no  dis- 
cretion or  option  ** — why,  then,  his  hon. 
Friend  would  have  refused  to  agree  to  any 
Buch  resolution.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newark  would, 
he  thought,  hardly  assert  that  it  would  not 
be  a  great  stretch  of  the  powers  of  the 
Committees  of  the  House  if  they  had  com- 
plete control  over  the  Secretaries  of  State. 
If  there  were  three  Committees  appointed 
at  the  end  of  the  Session,  and  that  the 
chairman  were  to  have  power  over  the 
three  Secretaries  of  State,  with  respect  to 
ordering  any  witnesses  they  pleased,  he 
was  sure  that  was  a  stretch  of  authority 
io  which  the  House  would  object.  With 
regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tee, he  could  only  say  that  when  they  sat 
ihey  would  have  full  power  to  summon  the 
witnesses,  and  every  facility  would  be  given 
to  them  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  arrive  at  the  facts  of  the  case. 
But  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
thought  that  in  the  inquiry  there  was  one 
part  of  the  question  to  be  entirely  disre- 
garded— and  that  was  the  defence — and 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard  on  the 
]Murt  of  the  defence — it  was  not  the  condi- 
tion on  which  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  assented 


to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  The 
principle  on  which  he  understood  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  was,  let  the  accusa- 
tion be  heard,  but  let  not  the  defence  bo 
suppressed. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  said,  that  there  was 
not  one  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  House  who 
had  ever  asked  for  the  suppression  of  the 
defence.  What  they  were  anxious  for  was, 
that  the  defence  should  not  be  brought  on 
before  the  evidence  for  the  accusation  had 
been  cohcluded.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  had  represented 
the  matter  as  if  the  Committee  had  dele- 
gated powers  to  their  chairman  to  dictate 
to  the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonics  what  witnesses  he  was  to  call. 
This  was  not  the  case.  The  noble  Lord 
had  stated  the  matter  more  fairly  when  he 
said  that  there  were  two  courses  open  for 
the  noble  Earl  to  adopt.  He  might  as- 
sume that  the  Committee  had  instructed 
their  chairman  either  to  consult  with  him 
as  to  what  witnesses  should  be  called,  or 
to  dictate  to  him  what  their  names  were 
to  be.  Now,  the  noble  Lord  had,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  brought  forward  only 
the  second  of  these  interpretations.  But, 
in  his  (Mr.  Adderley*s)  opinion,  the  noble 
Earl  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had  no 
right  to  assume  that  the  Committee  had 
instructed  their  Chairman  to  dictate  to 
him.  What  the  Committee  had  done  was 
this — they  had  instructed  their  chairman 
to  consult  with  the  noble  Earl  upon  the 
subject.  When  the  Committee  met  after 
the  discussion  in  this  House,  they  had 
suggested  the  names  of  two  witnesses;  but 
on  these  gentlemen  being  mentioned,  the 
whole  Committee  immediately  said  that 
there  were  others  absolutely  necessary,  es- 
pecially for  the  elucidation  of  matters  re- 
lating to  the  long  continuance  of  the  en- 
forcement of  martial  law.  It  was  said  to 
be  impossible  to  get  these  witnesses  with- 
out writing  to  Ceylon ;  and,  as  it  had  been 
determined  that  a  Commission  should  not 
be  sent  out,  the  only  alternative  was  to 
write  out  to  the  colony.  That  was  the 
only  course  the  Committee  could  take  ;  it 
was  the  course  which,  he  believed,  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Colonies,  after 
considerable  discussion  ;  and  he  confessed 
that  he  had  felt  astounded  when  the  hon. 
Gentleman  repudiated  the  arrangement. 
The  only  course  open  to  the  Committee 
was  to  send  out  to  the  colony,  in  order  to 
procure  the  necessary  witnesses,  and  after- 
wards communicate  with  the  noble  Earl  at 
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the  head  of  the  Colonial  Department.  The  I  making  statementa  on  the  mnihoritj  of  a 
noble  Loni  had,  however,  demurred  to  the  :  certain  document  placed  in  his  hands,  he 
authority  of  the  chairman  ;  and  had,  in '  (Mr.  Disraeli)  was  bound  to  say  that  his 
fact,  stopped  his  mouth,  although  he  (Mr.  ■  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  InTemess* 
Adderlev)  thought  the  noble  Earl  would  shire  had  been  fully  justified  in  making 
hare  done  well  to  hare  discussed  the  merits  '  those  statements  and  assertions.  He  gvn 
of  the  case  with  the  chairman  of  the  Com-  ■  no  opinion  with  respect  to  the  Teracity  or 
mittce.  The  noble  Earl  might  have  de-  !  authenticity  of  the  statement :  the  witness 
murred  to  such  witnesses,  and  alleged  that '  to  whom  it  referred  would  be  brought  be- 
thcT  were  improper  ones ;  he  might  have  fore  the  Committee,  when  he  oonld  be 
asked  on  what  grounds  they  were  called,  ;  fully  examined,  and  the  truth  of  the  ease, 
and  challenged  the  necessity  for  producing  '  no  doubt,  established.  He  thought  it  right 
them.  But  the  noble  Earl  had  not  done  ;  to  state  that  the  chairman  had  only  som- 
that,  but  had  rested  his  objection  upon  a  '  moned  at  his  own  instance  three  witnesses 
ground  which  he  (Mr.  Adderlev)  thought  I — two  of  them  filling  the  high  offidsl 
was  indefensible.  lie  had  onlv  one  other  '  post  of  Colonial  Secretanr;  the  other,  an 
remark  to  address  to  the  House.  The  '  eminent  merchant,  who  held  an  office  in 
noble  Earl  had  objected  to  the  expense  to  \  the  household.  He  had  not,  therefore, 
which  the  production  of  these  witnesses  attempted  to  substantiate  the  case  he  had 
would  put  the  country.  He  i  Mr.  Adder-  I  brought  forward  by  partial  witnesses,  or 
lev^  confessed  astonishment  at  such  an  oh- 1  by  the  evidence  of  persons  whose  opinions 
jection.  The  noble  Earl  stated  that  the  '  ought  not  to  have  great  influence  orer  the 
witnesses  would  involve  a  charge  of  from  *  House.  His  hon.  Friend  placed  the  mat- 
400^  to  700/.  each.  Xow,  although  manv  ter  in  a  still  more  favourable  Tiew  in  that 
witnesses  might  not  be  wonh  so  much  ■  respect  by  reminding  him  that  one  of  those 
money,  if  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  '  witnesses  whom  he  had  jnst  mentioned  had 
witnesses  were  worth  their  weight  in  gold  ;  been  summoned  by  the  hon.  Under  Seers* 
a  hundred  times  over,  it  was  in  the  case  of  tanr  for  the  Colonies.  As  Terr  few  had 
these  Ceylon  witnesses.  The  colonists  ■  read  the  evidence  with  great  attention,  the 
complained  that  the  courts-martial  were  '  House  might  probably  be  nnaoquainted 
open  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  re- '  with  the  fact,  that  it  had  been  by  no 
hellion  was  over — thev  alleged  that  several  means  confined  to  suhstantiatinfr  the  ae* 
of  the  Queen  s  subiects  had  been  tried  bv  '  cusation,  but,  on  the  contrarr,  that  modi 
these  courts,  and  had  been  put  to  death  '  of  it  was  from  witnesses  vindicating  the 
by  mistake.  Now,  without  saying  that  conduct  of  the  Governor,  and  who  had 
these  char<res  were  true — ^he  trusted  thev  been  siunmoned  hv  the  Colonial  Oflfee. 
were  nvt — be  should  rejoice  to  find  the  From  the  very  first  he  had  endeaTomea, 
Colonial  O^ee  consenting  fairly  to  con- :  as  much  as  he  could,  to  keep  the  Conunit- 
duct  .^n  invesTigation  into  them.  It  vas  '  tee  out  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
e>sential  both  to  the  credit  of  the  country  '  thought  he  had  endeavoured  to  condnct  it 
and  of  the  Goremment.  that  the  conduct  -  with  temper  and  impartiality,  and  that  the 
Lord  TorririL^on  should  be  i n vest iira ted.  '  present  unfortunate  proceeding  woold  not 
Far  l*e  it  from  him  to  vish  to  inculpate  have  happened  if  the  hon.  Gentleonui  the 
Li.-.rd  Torn'j£r:-:i.  ar.d  much  should  he  re-  \  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had 


j'-'-ce  if  the  charges  brought  against  bin  '  cepted  his  proposal.  He  waa  prapared 
should  prove  x?  l»e  cr.founded.  It  trcxJd  !  to  resume  that  investigation;  hot  he  was 
be  v.T:?'>niir.a:e  :f  he  were  inculpated  w::h-  '  bou^d  to  sav,  be  did  so  with  no  vert 
fi::  ir.T05::;ra:'.>n.  ari  ::  trculd  he  n:?*:  I  guine  hw  that  the  i^psult  would  be 
ii:«n-tr:::s  ::  Ilcr  Mi*?->*:v's  GoTorr.r/.or.;  faoiorv  to  the  Hoiiseor  t?  the  country.  It 
sh-jTi'.d  T'-:  : hon: solve 5  f >r"ward  as  his  ad-  was  cot  necessirv  for  him  to  introdnce  to 
V  ■-?&:£>  l-:::re  :h-:>  c:!:c!-j5:on  of  the  in-  the  notice  of  the  House  statements  which 
*^'i:ry.  [  should  be  yerr  severely  investicaied  by  the 

Mt;.  riS?.Ar!LI  s^iid,  i:  was  no:  hi?  ir.-  Tribunal  of  which  be  was  a  Member;  but 
t:r.::.^n  ::•  ^rp.-sv  the  n:-3ir.a:i:n  of  the  seeing  whs:  woTild  anse.  he  mnst  expiesa 
C'>Tn": ;::•:-?.  .*ir.  1  he  wo.::.:  T>?fra*n  frcn  r*-  his  sincere  cor.yiction  that  an  efbrt  was 
vV.r.^  th-?  dc :•-.:•?  ::  the  o:h-:r  day  as  to  5*S:i3t  to  be  zride  t,**  pr^fvest  that  tboroogh 
the  a5.»".rs  of  Cey'r.:  he:  a-  the  r  h'^  sr.l  isiTwria!  ir.v-jstigatioa  ci  the  tmth 
Lor*l  at  the  he 2 i  ::  :>.-:-  G .^v^ T-.r.:f r.t  hj:/.  ^hi.^h  the  hc-:-r  c:  the  OoviemineBt  and 
rr.ade  an  ...bscrra::;::  rvfr->:::r.r  th-:  <^:r.-  the  iusn^f  o:  the  o^tintrv  io  mtidi  re- 
d«:  of  the  chainuan  cf  the  Co-mr^itio?  for  J  quiied. 
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Mr.  roebuck  said,  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  House,  from  the  present  discussion, 
that  the  Committee  was  going  to  its  la- 
bours under  difficult  circumstances.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  the 
hon.  chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Newark,  had 
all  said  they  were  conscious — they  were 
sure— -that  there  was  to  be  a  power  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  to  interfere 
with  the  investigation  submitted  to  the 
Committee;  that  the  official  powers  of  the 
colonial  authorities  were  to  be  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  braving  the  investiga- 
tion. Now,  that  was  the  charge.  That 
was  the  grave  charge  brought  against  the 
Government  at  the  present  moment;  and 
each  of  the  Gentlemen  who  had  made  it, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Newark,  were  Members  of 
the  Committee;  and  they  all  said  that  they 
were  going  into  the  Committee,  that  they 
were  Members  of  it,*  and  that  they  were 
going  to  make  the  investigation.  Why, 
the  whole  proceeding  was  one  that  would 
be  characterised  out  of  doors  as  inconsis- 
tent upon  their  parts.  The  idea  of  going 
into  a  Committee,  preceding  it  with  a 
charge  against  the  Government,  and  say- 
ing they  could  not  do  justice,  that  they 
were  sure  to  be  misinterpreted,  and 
stopped,  and  that  they  could  not  obtain 
a  tnorough  investigation,  seemed  strange. 
The  real  proceedings  on  the  part  of  those 
Gentlemen  ought  to  be,  to  refuse  to  bo 
Members  of  the  Committee.  In  justice  to 
themselves  they  ought  to  make  a  state- 
ment to  that  effect.  They  charged  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  an  intention  to  prevent 
the  investigation  of  truth :  and  he  wanted 
to  know  if  ever  there  was  a  charge  more 
grave  brought  against  a  Government,  or 
one  which,  if  true,  would  tend  to  disgrace 
the  character  of  a  Government  more  than 
that  ?  Upon  what  ground  had  that  charge 
been  made  against  the  Government  ?  Be- 
cause he  held  that  when  a  certain  number 
of  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  got 
up  and  made  a  charge  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  description,  so  grave,  he  sup- 
posed they  had  got  evidence  in  support  of 
their  opinion.  He  presumed  that  they 
would  not  hazard  imputations — that  they 
ought  to  be  grounded  on  some  conviction 
in  their  minds  resting  on  evidence;  and 
if  lie  charged  a  Member  of  the  Government 
with  dishonesty,  he  hoped  he  would  have 
evidence  in  support  of  the  accusation. 
Welly  here  were  five  Members  charging 
Ad  Gdcmial  Secretary  with  the  most  se* 


rious  dishonesty.  That  was  the  truth  of 
the  charge,  that  he  (the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary) was  going  into  the  investigation  with 
a  desire  to  prevent  the  investigation  of 
truth.  How  did  they  get  that  ?  We  had 
got  a  dependency — Ceylon.  An  insurrec- 
tion broke  out  there.  That  insurrection 
was  suddenly  suppressed.  It  was  sup- 
pressed after  a  declaration  of  martial'law, 
and  certain  proceedings  which  he  was  not 
bound  to  characterise;  and  the  result  had 
been  immediate  peace,  and  peace  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  Now,  Ceylon 
was  called  a  colony.  It  was  not  a  colony 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term. 
It  was  a  dependency — a  large  dependency 
— filled  with  a  population,  not  English-— 
wholly  foreign.  We  had  a  small  body  of 
Englishmen  therein  residing,  amidst  a 
hostile  population,  with  a  governor  at  its 
head  representing  England.  Now,  if  that 
House  was  to  be  made  the  means  of,  upon 
all  occasions,  tying  the  hands,  paralysing 
the  mind,  disturbing  the  judgment,  and 
overturning  the  determination  of  those 
men  who  represented  England  in  those 
distant  colonies,  there  could  be  no  more 
dangerous  office  than  that  so  undertaken; 
and  he  saw  a  tendency  in  that  House  and 
in  this  country — he  was  going  to  say  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  sort  of  pitiful 
popularity — to  so  carp  and  cavil  at  those 
who  did  represent  this  country,  and  who 
endeavoured,  under  her  glorious  flag,  to 
subdue  anti-civilisation  at  various  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  to  extend  that  dominion, 
which,  by  its  extension,  was  a  blessing — 
he  sad,  he  saw  such  a  tendency  to  paralyse 
our  power,  and  those  who  represented  us,  in 
all  the  various  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
so  to  interfere  with  every  enterprise  which 
was  English,  that  he  deemed  it  his  duty, 
as  one  representative  of  this  country,  to 
stand  up  and  enter  his  protest,  solemn,  and 
sincere,  and  earnest,  against  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. Why,  what  had  they  got  upon 
this  occasion  ?  He  thought  Lord  Torring- 
ton's  great  mistake  had  been,  that  he  ever 
handled  a  pen.  If  he  had  not  written  de- 
spatches, but  only  acted,  he  might  have 
been  a  very  good  Governor;  and  he  (Mr. 
Roebuck)  did  not  know  whether  he  had 
written  the  despatches  himself,  but  he  pre- 
sumed he  had.  But  being  a  Governor  in 
the  midst  of  a  hostile  population,  as  he 
was — and  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  knew  the 
population — ho  had,  in  reality,  no  more  to 
do  than  any  other  man,  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fusion of  blood ;  and  if  he  had  tampered 
with  the  blood  of  a  hostile  population  of 
that  sort,  wo  should  have  had  a  war  in 
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Ceylon,  and  where  we  Lad  one  man  slain 
now  we  might  have  had  a  thousand.  But 
because  hon.  Gentlemen  with  refined  feel- 
ings had  received  representations  that  cer- 
tain things  which  thej  said  had  been  done 
contrarj  to  law,  they  were  frightened.  What 
was  contrary  to  law  in  Ceylon  ?  Let  this  be 
understood.  Ceylon  was  a  conquered  depen- 
dency. By  the  very  fact  of  its  being  con- 
quered, the  law  of  Ceylon  was  a  law.  The 
English  law  was  only  introduced  there  by 
the  direct  intervention  of  the  Sovereign, 
or  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  AVhatever 
the  Sovereign  chose  to  do,  supposing  no 
Act  of  Parliament  interfered,  went  as  far 
as  the  Sovereign  desired;  and  he  wanted 
to  know  if  it  were  not  law — the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Newark  was  so  learned 
about  constitutional  law  that  he  would  set 
him  right  if  he  was  wrong — ^he  wanted  to 
know  if  it  were  not  law,  constant  and  well 
understood,  that  a  conquered  dependency 
had  the  law  of  a  conquered  dependency 
until  it  was  altered,  either  bv  the  determi- 
nation  of  the  monarch  of  England,  or  by  an 
Act  of  ParHament  ?  He  wanted  some  one 
to  show  him  the  Act  of  Parliament  which 
did  prevent  the  Governor  from  proclaiming 
martial  law.  He,  unfortunatelv  for  him- 
self,  had  seen  martial  law  proclaimed  even 
where  there  was  a  constitution.  He  had 
seen  that  martial  law  supported  in  that 
House.  He  had  known  persons  under  that 
martial  law  to  be  convicted  and  executed, 
and  he  had  found  no  sympathy  expressed 
in  that  House  in  consequence  of  that  mar- 
tial law.  But  he  wanted  to  know  whether 
It  was  illegal  for  Lord  Torrington  to  have 
proclaimed  martial  law  in  Ceylon?  If  it 
was  not  illegal,  his  Lordship  might  have 
proclaimed  it,  and  he  might  also  have  ap- 
pointed the  tribunals  which  tried  the  pri- 
soners; and  thousrh  it  miirht  be  said  that 
he  was  cruel,  that  he  was  imperious,  that 
he  did  things  which  a  mild  and  merciful 
man  ought  not  to  have  done,  yec  he  ^Mr. 
Roebuck  j  judged  by  the  result  that  peace 
had  been  maintained  in  that  island  from 
that  time  to  this.  He  had  been  told  that 
there  was  a  judge  there  who  opposed  the 
Governor.  Did  anvbodv  know  the  hisiorv 
of  English  judges  in  India  *  Was  ii  not 
notorious  that  the  moment  you  set  an  Eng- 
lish lawyer  by  the  side  of  him  representing 
the  Government,  ihev  were  sure  to  cei  into 
disputes  f — and  he  believed  that  the  reason 
was,  that  English  lawyers  were  net  states- 
men. [••Hear,  hear!"]  The  statement  mi^h: 
m]^ar  ludicrous,  but  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  historv  of  India  knew  the  fact 

m 

perffictlj  weQ.     The   hon.    Member  for 


Montrose  ought  to  Imow  what  India  wu ; 
he  ought  to  know  that  the  moment  we  had 
lawyers  there,  they  went  to  loggerheads  at 
once.  He  had  no  faith  in  tbe  prudence  of 
such  men.  He  had  great  fidth  in  the  eon- 
science  and  in  the  deaire  of  English  law- 
yers  to  do  good,  hut  he  had  no  faith  in 
their  prudence,  and  they  were  the  last 
men  he  would  have  to  goTem  a  country. 
[Laughter,]  This  might  excite  laughter, 
and  yet  every  man  going  home  that  mgltt 
would  say  upon  reflection  that  he  (Mr. 
Roebuck)  was  right.  But,  coming  beck 
to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  he 
referred  to  already,  he  asked  was  not  this 
an  unwise  and  impolitic  way  to  deal  with 
our  distant  colonies?  We  had  got  the 
question  of  the  Chinese  ports  before ;  we 
had  now  got  the  question  of  C^lon;  both 
were  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  district  of 
the  globe,  very  much  in  the  same  difficult 
situation,  and  what  were  we,  for  party  and 
personal  purposes,  about  ?  [Sir  W.  Moua- 
woRTH :  Hear,  hear!]  The  hon.  Member 
for  Southwark  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
matter;  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  agreed  with  that 
hon.  Baronet  in  his  views  of  colonial  go- 
vernment, and  could  assure  lum  he  wai 
not  going  to  interfere  with  lum.  But  now 
the  debate  had  reference  to  distant  depen* 
dencies  held  by  force  and  not  inhabited  by 
English  colonies;  and  the  House  could  no* 
take  upon  itself  a  more  mischieTDiis  office 
than  that  of  endeaTouring  to  pandyae  the 
efforts  of  others  in  those  distant  dependen- 
cies, where  men  are  alwavs  alire  and  far- 
ful  lest  they  should  he  called  to  aeeoanty 
by  the  difference  of  party  polities  affioidiag 
to  some  individuals  a  handle  to  annoj  and 
disturb  an  Administration.  Any  of  those 
hon.  Gentlemen,  then,  who  hdwvcd  that 
bv  going  into  this  inrestigatioD  lie  would 
be  baffled  by  the  Colonial  Minister,  wodd 
'  do  much  more  for  his  own  charMter  and 
the  countnr  if  he  declared  that  lie  would 

m 

withdraw  himself  from  the  Committee,  and 
not  go  into  an  inquiry  with  this  sort  of  pfo- 
paratory  means  of  e^Eculpating  l»iitMiflf,  if 
he  failed  to  support  the  imputation. 

Mr.  BAILLIE  observed,  that  he  would 
not  go  into  the  question  of  the  jnstili- 
ability  of  proclauning  martial  mw  in 
Ceylon,  as  that  subject  was  not  nov 
fairly  under  the  consideratioo  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  and  karaed  Gentleman,  how- 
ever, who  had  just  spoken,  had  said 
that  certain  char^?»  were  being  made 
!  asrainst  the  Government.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  spoke  of  there  being 
charges,  but  he  did  not  know  ^at  those 
charges  were«     What  cimgea  had  hem 
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made  by  tlie  Gentlemen  to  whom  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  referred  ?  The 
only  charge  they  had  preferred  against  the 
Government  was  founded  on  a  refusal  to 
send  for  witnesses;  and  he  had  substan- 
tiated that  charge  by  a  reference  to  the 
correspondence.  The  only  accusations 
made,  therefore,  were  those  which  had 
been  proved  before  the  House.  He  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  any  further  discus- 
sion on  the  subject,  but  he  very  much  fear- 
ed he  should  be  obliged  to  bring  forward 
charges — not  against  the  Government,  be- 
cause he  would  not  believe  they  were  ca- 
pable of  countenancing  such  a  thing — but 
mg^nst  their  officers,  on  account  of  the 
persecation  going  on  in  Ceylon  against 
persons  of  the  highest  classes  as  well  as 
of  the  lowest,  and  to  ask  for  the  persons 
thus  persecuted  the  protection  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  long  as  he  had 
been  in  that  House,  he  never  had  heard  a 
more  tyrannical  speech  than  that  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  gave 
them  his  notion  of  what  should  be  the  law 
in  the  colonies — the  will  of  Lord  Torring- 
ton  was  to  be  the  law  in  Ceylon.  But  it 
would  have  been  well  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  made  aware  that 
Ceylon  had  a  constitution,  and  that  Her 
Majesty  sent  out  a  Governor  there  with 
certain  mstructions,  and  that  courts  had 
been  established  there  with  English  judges 
to  preside  over  them.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as  to  the 
general  character  of  English  lawyers;  and 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  was  sure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  at  least,  had  shown 
the  House'his  unfitness  to  preside  over  the 
administration  of  the  law,  or  as  a  states- 
man. Was  it  not  too  much,  after  human 
blood  had  been  shed  and  great  barbarities 
had  taken  place,  that  those  who  advocated 
the  cause  of  humanity  were  to  be  called 
popularity  hunters  ?  If  there  was  any 
one  in  the  House  who  deserved  to  be  called 
a  popularity  hunter,  it  was  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himself.  He  remem- 
bered when  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
stood  at  the  bar  of  tho  House  advocating 
the  cause  of  the  rebels  of  Canada,  and  he 
would  leave  it  to  him  to  say  how  his  lan- 
guage then  was  to  be  made  to  agree  with 
that  he  had  just  made  use  of.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  held  that,  in  the  present 
ease,  the  principle  of  fair  play  had  not 
been  maintained,  and  he  thought  that  the 
paUio  had  a  right  to  complain.    They  had 


been  told  that  Ceylon  was  not  a  colony — 
that  it  was  a  distant  dependency  of  Great 
Britain,  subject  to  the  will  of  the  Governor 
for  tho  time  being  ;  that  Lord  Torrington 
might  do  with  the  colony  just  as  he 
pleased  :  that  certainly  was  language 
which  he  had  not  expected  to  hear  from 
the  quarter  whence  it  proceeded.  He  did 
not  expect  to  hear  it  said  that  Lord  Tor- 
rington could,  by  his  own  authority  alone, 
take  away  from  every  individual  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law  ;  and  it  was  even  too 
ranch  to  say  that  the  rules  of  the  ordinary 
courts-martial  were  not  remain  in  force  in 
Ceylon.  Was  it  not  too  much,  considering 
the  state  of  Ceylon,  that  military  law  should 
have  been  kept  in  force  for  upwards  of  six 
weeks  ?  and  now  it  appeared  that  none 
of  the  courts  of  law  would  question  any  of 
the  acts  done  under  the  authority  of  Lord 
Torrington.  It  appeared  to  him  most 
strange  that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  should  have  ex- 
pressed anything  like  approbation  of  such 
a  course  of  proceeding.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  must  really,  in  the  course 
of  last  night,  have  slept  off  all  his  good  and 
ancient  opinions,  and  risen  from  his  bed 
this  morning  a  very  different  man  from 
what  he  had  hitherto  been — not  the  man 
that  he  had  always  been  taken  for — not 
the  anxious  and  ardent  supporter  of  liberty, 
ready  to  resist  any  attack  upon  the  rights 
of  the  subject.  Now,  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  stood  forth  in  the  character  of 
an  advocate  of  a  state  of  things  in  which 
the  courts  of  law  were  shut,  and  redress 
for  injury  or  grievance  denied.  By  the 
act  of  Lord  Torrington,  the  property  of 
every  man  might  be  confiscated,  and  his 
son  shot;  and  in  consequence  of  the  Act  of 
Indemnity  there  was  no  remedy  to  the 
suffering  parties.  To  that  the  sanction  of 
the  British  Crown  had  been  given,  and 
18  individuals  were  executed  without  the 
interposition  of  a  judge-advocate  ;  no  such 
officer  was  present  at  those  trials,  no  senior 
officer  presided  at  any  of  the  trials,  and 
the  unfortunate  victims  were  led  from  the 
courts-martial  and  shot :  was  not  that  a 
practice  in  the  conduct  of  courts-martial 
sufficient  to  make  the  hair  of  any  military 
man  stand  on  end  ?  In  the  Committee  he 
asked  if  any  report  or  account  of  the  pro« 
ceedings  had  come  home,  and  he  received 
an  answer  in  the  negative  ;  he  then  moved 
the  Committee  that  they  should  put  a  simi- 
lar question  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  the  answer  which  they  received  from 
the  Horse  Guards  was  "No."    Now,  he 
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would  ask  the  House,  had  the  noble  Lord 
giTon  his  sanction  to  those  proceedings 
without  any  documentary  evidence  of  their 
nature  or  character?  Not  content  with 
the  inquiries  made  in  the  Committee  and 
at  the  Horse  Guards,  he  moved  the  Com- 
mittee to  request  the  attendance  of  Earl 
6rej;  but  his  Lordship  declined  to  come, 
and  now  it  only  remained  for  him  (Mr. 
Hume)  to  ask  in  the  House  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  sauctioned  the 
execution  of  18  individuals  ?  They  had 
been  executed,  and  not  a  word  reached 
this  country  to  explain  or  excuse  such  a 
violation  of  justice  and  law.  Anxious  for 
information  upon  these  subjects,  he  could 
not  bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  man 
acting  in  the  character  of  a  British  Minis- 
ter could  have  been  induced  so  to  proceed 
on  no  evidence  other  than  that  which  was 
contained  in  the  blue  book  ;  was  it  to  be 
endured  that  Lord  Torrington  should  dis- 
regard the  aid  of  a  law  officer  of  the 
Crown  who  had  been  deputed  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  him  advice  ?  It  was 
well  known  that,  without  taking  the  opinion 
of  that  officer.  Lord  Torrington  directed 
the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  all  per- 
sons who  were  found  absent  from  their 
dwellings,  and  for  the  more  effectually 
carrying  those  designs  into  execution,  he 
sent  out  parties  of  military  to  seize  the 
persons  of  individuals  who  might  so  have 
absented  themselves  from  their  homes. 
Then  came  the  statement  that  Lord  Tor- 
rington confiscated  nothing  more  than 
perishable  articles  grain  and  cattle.  But 
what  would  the  House  say  if  they  found 
that  jewellery  and  clothes  to  a  large 
amount  had  been  confiscated  and  sold  by 
public  sale  ?  With  such  deeds  before  them, 
and  with  the  striking  fact  that  men  were 
executed  without  anything  like  a  lawful 
trial — with  those  broad  facts  before  them, 
the  general  feeling  in  this  country  was 
that  there  existed  great  ground  for  com- 
plaint—that there  was  groat  ground  for 
saying  that  the  authorities  in  this  case 
were  acting  unfairly  because  they  were 
acting  ignorantly;  and  had  it  not  at  length 
become  the  duty  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  truth 
and  making  it  known  ?  In  the  prosecution 
of  that  object  it  was  rather  too  much  that 
they  should  be  taunted  with  popularity 
hunting. 

Mr.  ROEBUCK  said,  that  though  his 
bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Montrose 
might  be  somewhat  angry,  yet  he  felt 
quite  convinced  that  that  hon.  Gentleman 


did  not  by  an  j  means  wish  to  misrepresent 
the  real  state  of  the  facts,  or  to  mislead 
the  House  bj  any  colouring  which  he 
might  give  them.  He  doubted  not  for  a 
moment  that  his  hon.  Friend  was  inflow 
enced  by  the  kindest  fedings,  bnt  strong 
feeling  did  not  always  contribute  to  clear- 
sightedness; and  he  therefore  would  on  no 
account  attempt  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  his  hon.  Friend,  bnt  he  eould  not  go 
back  from  the  propositions  which  he  had 
laid  down ;  he  could  not  bring  himself  to 
think  that  there  was  any  hope  of  m  sne- 
cessful  issue  to  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee when  a  large  number  of  Gentlemen 
went  into  it  predetermined  to  belioTe  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  getting  mt  the 
truth.  His  hon.  Friend  had  accused  him 
of  favouring  tyranny;  but  that  charge  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  regard  as 
groundless;  for  they  could  not  have  for- 
gotten that  he  drew  a  distinction  between 
colonies  and  settlements;  between  a  coun- 
try peopled  chiefly  by  Englishmen,  who 
were  governed  by  English  laws,  and  a  ter- 
ritorial conquest  which  a  small  body  of 
Englishmen  held  by  force;  and  if  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Montrose  did  not  at 
once  understand  that  distinction,  he  had 
little  hope  that  any  observations  which  it 
would  be  possible  for  him  that  evening  to 
make  in  the  House,  would  greatly  assist 
the  mind  of  his  hon.  Friend  on  the  sub- 
ject. His  hon.  Friend  had  told  the  House 
that  they  had  reason  to  complain.  Of 
what  ?  Of  the  Government  of  Lord  Tor- 
rington, he  supposed.  Well,  then,  if  Ids 
hon.  Friend  thoaght  so,  he  ought  to  im- 
peach Lord  Torrington;  or  he  ought  rather 
to  accuse  the  Colonial  Minister.  It  was 
nonsense  to  talk  about  Lord  Torrington^ 
for  if  all  that  hon.  Members  in  that  Honse 
said  was  true,  the  Colonial  Minister  ought 
to  be  an  object  of  accusation;  and  if  that 
Minister  were  accused,  his  hon.  Friend 
would  find  him  (Mr.  Roebuck)  as  ardent  an 
advocate — he  would  say  nothing  about  his 
own  ability  as  an  advocate,  but  he  would 
find  him  as  ardent  an  advocate  aa  any  in 
that  House.  Let  his  hon.  Friend  chaige 
Earl  Grey,  let  him  lay  a  good  ground  for 
that  charge,  and  he  would  find  no  warmer 
supporter  than  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  should 
prove  himself;  but  he  objected  to  unjust 
imputations,  for  their  effect  always  must 
be  to  weaken  all  fair  imputations.  The 
noble  Lord  on  the  Treasury  bench  sat 
smiling  at  these  imputations,  as  if  he 
thought  them  ridiculous;  the  world  thought 
them  ridiculous,  and  he  (Mr.   Roehnck) 
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had  the  misfortune  in  this  case  io  agree 
with  the  world. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  were  named  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  Mr.  Baillie,  Mr.  Hume,  Sir  Joshua 
Walmslej,  Sir  Rohert  Peel,  Sir  James 
Hogg,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Charles  Villiers, 
Mr.  Disraeli,  Mr.  Hawcs,  Mr.  Adderley, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Stuart  Wortlej,  Lord 
Hotham,  Mr.  M'Cullagh,  and  Major 
Blackall : — Power  to  send  for  persons,  pa- 
pers, and  records :  Five  to  be  the  quorum. 

PIRATES  (HEAD  MONEY)  REPEAL  BILL. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  he  read  a  Second  Time." 

Sir  G.  clerk  said,  ho  thought  it 
might  he  very  proper  to  introduce  a  moa- 
arare  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  the  pre- 
sent law  on  the  subject  of  head-money; 
it  might  he  very  proper  to  define  the  oc- 
casions upon  which  it  was  to  bo  payable, 
and  the  amounts  to  he  paid.  For  British 
subjects  found  on  board  enemies*  ships  in 
time  of  war,  head-money  could  bo  claimed; 
it  could  also  be  claimed  for  pirates.  Now, 
when  the  Act  of  George  IV.  was  passed, 
the  Spanish  colonics  had  hut  just  asserted 
their  independence,  and  the  Spanish  Main 
was  infested  with  pirates.  There  was  then 
in  that  part  of  the  world  a  vast  number  of 
pirates,  and  the  most  atrocious  acts  were 
committed.  Respecting  the  prevalence  of 
those  crimes,  many  complaints  had  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  by  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Lloyd's,  and  England  was  cer- 
tainly not  able  at  once  to  put  down  those 
nests  of  pirates;  but  eventually,  at  great 
expense  and  loss  of  life,  they  were  put 
down.  The  amount  was  and  ought  to 
he  large  for  the  capture  of  individual  pi- 
rates, for,  generally  speaking,  they  de- 
serted their  ships,  and  it  became,  there- 
fore, the  more  difficult  to  seize  them.  The 
principle  of  awarding  money  to  officers  and 
seamen  in  the  British  Navy  was  almost  as 
old  as  the  Navy  itself;  and  he  believed  the 
amount  of  head-money  during  the  whole  of 
the  war  had  remained  without  alteration 
from  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  was 
cratte  ready  to  say,  that  the  naval  service  of 
England  did  not  require  any  such  stimu- 
hif  as  head-money — they  were  always  pre- 
pared to  do  their  duty;  but  why  take  from 
them  this  species  of  reward  ?  Their  pecu- 
aiary  advantages  were  not  in  other  re- 
spects considerable,  and  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  one  like  this, 
which  they  had  so  long  enjoyed.  It  was 
tiw,  that  nnder  the  Bill  of  1825  there 


might  have  heen  some  abuses;  hut  let  the 
acts  deemed  piracy  be  more  accurately  de^ 
fined  than  they  had  been  by  that  measure, 
then  they  might  specify  more  precisely 
than  heretofore  the  class  of  vessels  to  which 
the  law  of  head-money  would  apply.  He 
took  the  liberty  of  submitting  these  obser- 
vations to  the  House,  hecause  he  had  been 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
when  the  Bill  of  1825  passed,  and  the  sug- 
gestions which  he  now  offered  were  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Navy.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  many  of 
the  objections  to  the  present  state  of  the 
law  might  be  met  by  modification  rather 
than  by  total  repeal.  Before  he  sat  down, 
he  begged  to  remind  the  House  that  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave  trade  were  deem- 
ed to  be  piratical,  and  he  wished  to  know 
how  they  proposed  to  deal  with  those  cases 
in  which  slavers  were  captured.  No  douht 
the  Admiralty  might  have  very  good  rea- 
sons for  their  measure,  hut  those  reasons 
had  not  yet  been  stated. 

Sir  F.  T.  BARING  said,  he  would  ha 
the  last  man  in  the  world  inclined  to  cast 
any  reflections  whatever  on  the  persons 
engaged  in  these  dangerous  services;  but 
he  must  say,  the  mode  in  which  the  allow- 
ance was  at  present  made,  was  open  to 
very  grave  objection.  It  was  now  pro- 
posed to  do  away  with  the  distinction  he- 
tween  the  amounts  awarded  for  every  pri- 
vate killed,  and  every  private  captured — 
20/.  and  51.  respectively.  The  gallant 
officer  in  command  on  the  station  where 
the  recent  transactions  occurred,  had  him- 
self expressed  his  opinion  in  an  official 
communication,  that  this  subject  should  be 
reconsidered,  as  the  services  now  perform- 
ed differed  from  those  contemplated  when 
the  allowance  was  originally  made.  No 
doubt  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
adopt  the  proposal  of  giving  51.  a  head  for 
all  the  pirates  captured  who  might  have 
heen  engaged;  but  the  course  which  the 
Government  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  pursue, 
was  not  by  any  means  to  deprive  those  en- 
gaged in  this  service  of  the  expectation 
which  it  had  been  the  habit  of  the  service 
to  hold  out  to  them,  but  simply  to  place 
the  awards  and  amounts  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Admiralty,  rather  than  adopt 
any  compulsory  amount  fixed  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  An  engagement  with  pirates 
was  often  an  engagement  with  men  as  ca- 
pable of  fighting  their  own  battles  as  any 
body  could  be,  and  that  class  were  more 
dangerous  because  they  were  more  despe- 
rate;   and  therefore  these   engagements. 
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tbougli  not  important  in  the  history  of  our 
naval  transactions,  were  still  deserving  of 
every  reasonable  reward.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  would  be  wrong  to  measure  the 
dangers  by  the  number  of  the  parties  op- 
posed to  us;  and  in  many  of  these  latter 
engagements  it  would  be  improper  to  esti- 
mate the  rewards  by  the  number  of  the 
parties  actually  on  board  of  the  prahus. 
He  should  be  obliged  to  call  on  the  House 
shortly  for  a  very  large  sum,  about 
100,0002.,  to  pay  these  rewards,  and  that 
of  itself  was  some  reason  why  the  subject 
should  undergo  revision.  But  on  the  best 
consideration  that  he  had  been  able  tq  give 
the  subject,  he  did  think  it  would  be  better 
to  invest  the  Admiralty  with  a  discretion 
ary  power,  in  communication  with  the 
Treasury,  to  consider  each  case  on  its  own 
separate  merits,  and  allow  a  reasonable 
sum  as  a  reward,  than  to  attempt  what  he 
did  not  think  it  possible  by  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  accomplish,  namely,  to  estimate 
the  service  rendered  in  any  particular  case, 
and  distribute  a  reward,  which  he  ad- 
mitted ought  to  be  given  in  a  fair  and  pro- 
per manner. 

Mr.  HUME  entirely  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  the  propriety*  of  repealing 
this  Act,  and  he  thought  some  credit  was 
due  to  the  Government  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  come  forward  and  express- 
ed their  disapprobation  of  the  system 
which  now  exists.  He  conceived  that  the 
principle  on  which  this  money  had  been 
given  was  wrong.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  reflection  on  the  service  that  our  naval 
officers  and  seamen  would  not  do  their 
duty  if  they  did  not  get  this  additional  re- 
ward. He  agreed  with  the  old  adage  that 
the  pirate  was  an  enemy  to  everyboily,  and 
ought  to  be  put  down.  He  wished  the 
right  hon.  bajronet  to  tell  him  when  he 
could  lav  on  the  table  of  the  House  the 
papers  he  had  muved  for,  because  on  them 
would  depend  whether  he  should  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  fraud  which 
had  been  commit  ted  on  the  country-  bv 
means  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  could 
not  hold  Government  altogether  innocent 
in  this  affair,  wheu  he  knew  that  thev  had 
promoted  the  officer  employed  in  this  ser- 
vice, though  there  had  been  no  despatches. 
He  hoped  that,  before  the  House  voted 
this  100,000/.,  they  would  inquire  how  the 
claim  had  arisen,  because  under  the  Act 
the  men  for  whose  capture  the  money  was 
to  be  given,  were  to  be  brousrht  before  a 
court  and  proved  to  be  pirates.     Now,  in 


the  whole  of  the  proceedinga  in  this  case, 
they  had  no  evidence  whaterer  that  these 
men  were  pirates.  He  supposed  the  mo- 
ney was  awarded  by  the  court  of  Singa- 
pore. [Sir  F.  T.  Bauko:  Yes.]  That 
was  a  power  of  drawing  on  the  revenue  of 
this  country  which  waa  moat  extnunt^Dsry. 
He  was  told  that  there  was  no  evidenee 
whatever  as  to  the  nmnbers*  mnd,  indeed, 
the  different  officers  engaged  did  not  know 
whether  the  number  killed  was  600  or 
2,000.  The  Navy  ought  to  do  their  doty 
as  other  navies  did,  without  these  addi- 
tional rewards.  There  were  other  matten 
to  which  he  might  call  attention.  For  in- 
stance, ships  of  war  were  paid  for  assistbg 
merchant  ships  when  in  distress.  He  was 
happy  to  find,  however,  that  the  Jud|;e  of 
the  Admiralty  Court  had  decided  against  a 
claim  of  salvage  by  the  Indian  marine.  He 
was  told  that  in  the  American  navj  theor« 
ders  were  to  assist  all  merchant  ships  in 
distress,  not  only  of  their  own  nation,  hoi 
of  other  nations,  without  reward. 

Sir  F.  T.  BARING  hoped  the  Home 
would  permit  him  to  say  that  he  had  made 
no  observations  in  reference  to  the  chaiao- 
ter  of  the  service.  There  would  be  hot 
little  delay  in  laying  on  the  table  of  the 
House  the  papers  which  they  had  got 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  asked  for  the  le- 
gal papers.  They  had  not  got  them  of- 
ficially; but  he  (Sir  F.  T.  Baring)  had 
learned  from  the  newspapers  that  the  par* 
ties  came  before  the  recorder  of  Singapore 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  he  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  he  must  have  further  eridenee 
that  they  were  pirates,  aa  he  waa  not  satii- 
fied  on  that  point.  In  consequence,  further 
evidence  was  given  to  him,  and  a  commis- 
sion was  appointed  to  uiake  inqurj  on  the 
spot.  Subsequently,  when  counsel  stated 
that  they  were  ready  to  give  further  evi- 
dence of  piracy,  the  recorder  stated  that 
he  was  perifectlv  satisfied  thej  were  pirates. 

Mr.  COBDEN  said,  he  had  presented  a 
petition  from  a  public  meeting  in  London, 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
subject  of  the  Borneo  massacres;  and  now 
as  they  were  promised  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  not  prejudge  the  case.  But 
he  could  not  allow  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  to  pass,  that  thej  were  going  to 
have  a  Bill  brought  in  to  f^y  lOO.OOOL  for 
destroying  the  pirates,  as  thej  were  caned» 
without  his  protesting  against  it,  because 
he  contended  we  had  no  evidence  that 
these  pirates  troubled  our  commerce.  He 
might  state  from  the  highest 
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that  at  Lloyd's  there  had  heen  no  appre- 1 
ciable  rise  of  premium  on  the  insurance  of 
ships  to  the  East;  and  therefore  he  had 
primd  facie  evidence  that  there  was  no 
piracy  of  English  commerce.  This  money 
was  claimed  for  services  which  were  not 
contemplated  when  the  Bill  was  passed; 
for,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  the  Act 
was  passed  to  protect  our  commerce  from 
the  buccaneers  of  the  West  Indies,  who 
were  cruising  and  plundering  ships  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  He  wished  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Government  to 
understand  that  they  must  have  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  What  he  understood 
was  this,  that  we  had  been  slaughtering 
certain  uncivilised  tribes,  because  they  lived 
in  a  low  state  of  barbarism,  and  had  been 
carrying  on  predatory  wars  with  each  other; 
bot  we  had  no  evidence  that  thev  inter- 
fered  with  British  commerce.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  show  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  these  parties  who  had  been  murdered 
ever  molested  English  commerce.  It  af- 
fected only  the  Sarebas  and  Sakarran 
Dyaks;  it  did  not  affect  the  Malays,  but 
was  simply  a  question  affecting  two  small 
tribes  who  had  the  misfortune-to  live  con- 
tiguous to  a  place  taken  possession  of  by  a 
man  called  the  Rajah  of  Sarawak.  He 
fitted  out  ships  of  war  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  savages.  He  might  have  his  mo- 
tire  for  that,  but  we  had  no  proof  whatever 
that  these  tribes  had  ever  molested  Eng- 
lish subjects;  and  it  was  too  bad  that  we 
should  commit  wholesale  slaughter  on  these 
sarages,  a  slaughter  greater  than  that  either 
at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar  or  the  Nile,  and 
that  without  so  much  as  one  man  being 
killed  in  an  English  ship  at  all.  It  seemed 
to  have  been  a  complete  battue,  as  if  of  so 
many  sheep  or  deer.  Now  he  hoped  they 
would  have  the  evidence  before  them  be- 
fore this  money  was  voted,  and  he  hoped 
Government  would  be  prepared  to  grant  a 
Committee  of  the  House  to  inquire  about 
ihe  matter,  provided  the  documents  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  did  not  entirely  dis- 
more  the  statements  which  had  been  made. 
He  was  not  now  taking  the  case  of  those 
who  accused  Rajah  Brooke,  but  of  those 
who  defended  him,  and  there  was  so  much 
before  the  public  that  he  did  hope  that  if 
GoTcmment  was  not  prepared  to  disprove 
the  charges  by  official  documents,  they 
would  grant  a  Committee.  He  would  not 
enlarge  on  the  matter.  There  were  men 
in  thiisr  country  well  acquainted  with  the 
lAole  coast  of  Borneo,  who  would  say  that 
Bni^ish  ships  were  never  molested  there. 


He  did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Sheffield  that  we  were  not  re- 
sponsible for  our  ships  of  war,  and  our  ser- 
vants in  distant  parts  of  the  world.  He 
believed  that  if  we  allowed  acts  of  injus* 
tice  to  be  perpetrated,  whether  in  Borneo 
or  elsewhere;  and  if  we  did  not  take  some 
steps  to  remedy  those  acts  of  injustice, 
there  was  an  overruling  Providence  who 
ruled  the  world  on  principles  of  justice,  and 
that  there  would  surely  be  retribution  on 
this  land. 

Sir  H.  VERNEY  would  recommend 
hon.  Members  to  read  upon  this  subject 
the  work  written  by  Sir  Stamford  Raffles, 
who  knew  more  of  the  condition  of  that 
part  of  the  world  than  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  or  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  that  House.  His  work  was  full  of 
statements  of  the  piracies  that  were  tak- 
ing place  in  the  Eastern  seas,  and  proved 
that  no  commerce  could  be  safely  carried 
on  there  unless  these  pirates  were  exter- 
minated. Piracy  in  these  islands  was 
reckoned  an  honourable  profession;  and  if 
we  or  any  other  country  desired  to  carry 
on  commercial  transactions  between  Aus- 
tralia and  China  the  extermination  of  these 
pirates  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Colonel  THOMPSON  said,  that  all 
that  was  wanted  was  some  proof  that  these 
men  were  pirates.  The  fear  that  people 
had  respecting  this  head-money  was,  that 
it  held  out  a  temptation  to  men  who  were 
going  about  the  world  in  command  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces  to  say,  **  Is  there  any- 
body we  can  kill  for  you  under  the  name 
of  pirates,  and  charge  them  in  the  bill?*' 
The  people  were  anxious  that  every  pos- 
sible means  should  be  taken  to  sift  these 
things.  He  could  suppose  a  case  where 
some  men,  finding  two  tribes  at  war,  might 
take  one  side,  and  say  that  all  the  rest 
were  pirates.  These  were  reasons  which 
made  the  public  regard  with  great  jealousy 
and  suspicion  the  payment  for  such  services 
as  were  now  in  question. 

Bill  read  2°,  and  committed  for  Wednes- 
day. 

THE  MERCHANT  SERVICE— THE 
MERCANTILE  MARINE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  that  it  was 
again  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  several  questions  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  maritime  and  commer- 
cial interests  of  this  country,  and  to  state 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  several 
subjects  which  materially  affected  the  in* 
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terests  of  our  merchant  navy.  It  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  detain  the  House  by 
dilating  upon  the  immense  importance  of 

Sucstions  affecting  the  interests  of  classes 
lan  which  none  were  better  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  that  House;  and  by  any 
laboured  explanation  of  the  value  of  those 
classes,  to  request  the  attention  of  the 
House  to   the   three  measures  which  it 
would  now  be  his  duty  to  introduce.     The 
first  question  which  he  would  consider  was, 
what  measures  might  be  expedient  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  captains   and 
seamen   in  our  merchant  service?     Sec- 
ondly, the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Mer- 
chant Seamen's  Fund,  and  the  means  of 
placing  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  for  a  long  time  past  it  had  been  ? 
Thirdly,  what  improvement  might  be  re- 
quired in  the  system  of  measuring  the  ton- 
nage of  the  mercantile  marine  ?     These 
subjects  would  form  the  materials  for  three 
separate  Bills,   for  although  the  general 
improvement  of  the  masters  and  mates, 
and  the  present  situation  and  prospects  of 
the  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  were  closely 
connected,  yet  as  these  subjects  included 
a  great  variety  of  details,  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  make  distinct   statements. 
He  would,  therefore,  first  explain  the  pro- 
posed measure  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  masters,  mates,  and  seamen  in  the 
merchant  service,  and  then  take  the  Mer- 
chant Seamen's  Fund.     With  respect  to 
the  first  Bill,  then,  the  Merchant  Service 
Bill,  he  was  happy  to  say  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  detain  the  House 
by  any  lengthened   statement,  as  if  the 
measure  were  entirely  new  to  the  House; 
because,   having    had   an   opportunity   of 
stating  his  views  and  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  subject  at  the  end  of  the 
last  Session,  it  would  not  be  neccssarv  for 
him  to  repeat  the  general  observations  he 
then  made.     These  views  he  had  also  em- 
bodied in  a  Bill  which  had  been  circulated 
throughout  the  country  since  the  last  Ses- 
sion.    The  Bill  which  he  now  proposed  for 
the  adoption  of  the  House,  although  it  had 
been  materially  altered  in  some  most  im- 
portant  details,   and   although,   in   conse- 
quence of  communications  which  had  been 
sent  to  him,  it  had  received  considerable 
amendments,  whereby,  as  he  hoped,  the 
objections  made  to  the  Bill  of  last  Session 
would  be  obviated;  vet  the  measure  now 
before  the   House  reposed  essentially  and 
fundamentally  upon  the  principles  which 
he  had  then  endeavoured  to  urge  upon  the 
House.     The  provisions  of  this  Bill  might 


be  divided  into  three  great  heads.  He  be- 
lieved, in  the  first  plaice,  without  making  a 
charge  of  a  sweepmg  and  general  nature 
against  the  captains  and  mates  of  the 
English  merchant  service,  among  whom 
there  were  not  a  few  persons  of  the  high- 
est qualifications  both  professional  and 
moral,  yet,  referring  to  them  as  a  whole, 
he  must  declare  his  opinion  that  the  mer- 
chant service  of  this  country  did  greatly 
suffer  from  the  notorious  ineompeteoey 
and  misconduct  of  many  of  the  indiTidnali 
who  exercised  the  command  of  Teasels,  and 
upon  whom  depended  the  liTcs  and  pro- 
perty of  many  of  Her  Majesty's  subjecti. 
This,  then,  was  one  head  of  the  proposed 
measure.  The  next  was  closely  connected 
with  the  same  subject,  for  it  referred  to 
the  want  of  discipline  on  the  part  of  the 
crews  which  prevailed  to  a  fatid  extent  in 
many  portions  of  our  mercantile  marine. 
Now,  unless  they  had  captains  and  mates 
fit  to  conduct  a  merchant  vessel,  and  unless 
they  armed  the  master  with  the  necessaiy 
power  of  maintaining  disciplinet  he  was 
satisfied  thev  would  never  have  the  disci- 
pline  of  the  crew  in  a  proper  state.  Lastly, 
he  would  consider  the  evib  which  the  sea- 
men were  exposed  to  from  the  hardships 
and  injustice  practised  against  them,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  tho  contracts  whidi 
they  entered  into  at  their  engagement,  and 
when  they  were  discharged  from  their  tos- 
sels.  He  now  came  to  the  nature  of  the 
remedies  which  he  proposed  to  apply.  He 
proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  constitute  a 
department  of  the  mercantile  marine  as  a 
part  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  shoold  bo 
responsible  to  the  country  and  to  Parlia- 
ment for  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  and  who  should  exercise  a 
general  superintendence  over  the  mercan- 
tile marine  of  this  country.  He  had  long 
felt  the  necessity  of  such  a  superintending 
power,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  mer- 
cantile marine  had  suffered  from  the  want 
of  such  a  department.  At  present  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  merchant  navy  was 
divided  between  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and,  with  regard  to  the 
latter  body,  they  were  without  the  pro- 
fessional knowledge  requisite  to  enable 
them  to  deal  with  the  subject.  If  the 
responsibility,  therefore,  of  superintend- 
ing the  merchant  navy  were  thrown  al- 
together upon  the  Board  of  Trade,  as 
it  seemed  desirable  should  be  done,  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  give 
that  department  some  professional  assist- 
ance.    The  mercantile  department  of  the 
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Board  of  Trade  would,  therefore,  include 
two  captains  of  the  merchant  service,  who 
would  sit  as  memhers,  and  assist  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  everything 
that  related  to  the  mercantile  marine.  He 
next  proposed  to  establish  a  system  of 
examination  of  masters  and  mates  of  the 
merchant  service,  to  make  provision  for 
the  discipline  of  the  crews,  and  to  substi- 
tute public  shipping  officers  for  the  present 
system  of  licensed  agents.  He  proposed 
to  leave  to  the  present  masters  and  mates 
engaged  in  the  merchant  service  the  free 
exercise  of  their  calling  without  undergoing 
any  examination;  for  he  felt  that  it  would 
be  the  height  of  hardship  to  men  who  had 
been  brought  up  under  a  different  system, 
to  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  exercising 
that  calling  unless  they  passed  an  exami- 
nation. «The  clause  providing  for  an  ex- 
amination would,  therefore,  bo  prospective, 
and  not  retrospective;  but  as  to  the  future, 
he  felt  it  to  be  important  to  establish  a 
system  under  which  no  man  would  be 
allowed  to  command  a  merchant  vessel 
without  ascertaining,  so  far  as  was  pos- 
sible, that  he  was  not  grossly  ignorant  of 
the  duties  required  from  him  in  that  capa- 
city. He  was  aware  of  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  dealing  with  this  subject  with  great 
caution.  He  knew  that  if  these  provisions 
were  suddenly  introduced,  if  the  examina- 
tion were  made  in  too  stringent  a  manner, 
and  if  candidates  for  the  situation  of  mas- 
ters and  mates  were  required  suddenly  to 
undergo  a  high  scientific  examination, 
much  hardship  and  inconvenience  might 
result.  But  the  House  might  safely  intrust 
to  a  Government  department  the  mode  of 
carrying  out  a  measure  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  mercantile  marine,  resting  se- 
cure that  tbey  would  not  exercise  the 
powers  intrusted  to  them  without  due  con- 
sideration, and  that  they  would  not  attempt 
to  carry  out  too  precipitately  an  alteration 
of  the  present  system.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed that,  as  to  captains  or  mates  who 
had  already  served,  it  would  be  sufficient 
if  they  obtained  a  certificate  that  they  had 
acted  in  this  capacity;  and  such  a  certifi- 
cate, without  examination,  would  enable 
them  to  command  a  vessel.  But  if  it 
should  occur  that,  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  any  person  so  entitled  to  his  certifi- 
cate as  having  already  served,  should  so 
grossly  misconduct  himself  as  to  prove  that 
cither  from  immoral  habits,  or  ignorance  of 
bis  profession,  the  lives  and  property  of 
men  could  not  be  safely  intrusted  to  him, 
be  (ICr.  Labouchere)  would  deprive  such  a 


man  of  that  certificate,  aad  would  not  al- 
low him  to  exercise  the  calling  of  a  captain 
or  mate.  Such  a  provision  was  much  re- 
quired; for  instances  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  in  which  men  who  had  been 
the  cause  of  frightful  loss  of  life  had  again 
found  employment,  and  were  again  in- 
trusted with  the  care  of  men's  lives  and 
property.  He  proposed  that  there  be  two 
classes  of  certificates,  according  to  the  ac-* 
quirements  and  merits  of  the  candidates, 
and  also  separate  certificates  for  those  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade.  There  were 
men  perfectly  fit  to  command  a  coasting  ves- 
sel, who  were  wholly  unfit  to  be  engaged  on 
the  long  voyage.  It  might  be  said,  and  it 
had  been  said  in  communications  he  had 
received  from  shipowners  on  this  subject, 
that  very  many  of  the  best  captains  knew 
little  of  science — that  they  did  not  believe 
it  was  so  requisite  as  had  been  stated  to 
have  these  examinations — and  that  they 
would  not  enable  anybody  to  ascertain  fully, 
the  qualifications  of  many  seamen.  He 
admitted  that  the  examination  would  of 
itself  go  but  a  little  way.  He  knew  there 
were  many  things  that  should  be  known  to 
the  person  commanding  a  vessel,  that  the 
examinators  might  be  ignorant  of,  and  that 
in  the  employment  of  all  such  men  much 
should  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  discre- 
tion of  the  owners;  but  he  thought,  never- 
theless, that  the  examinations  would  have 
a  great  moral  tendency  to  elevate  the  posi- 
tion and  raise  the  character  of  our  sailors. 
In  saying  so,  he  was  not  speaking  without 
the  experience  derived  from  other  coun- 
tries. Who  were  our  most  important  rivals 
as  shipowners  ?  The  Baltic  Powers,  and 
the  United  States  of  America.  Now,  with 
respect  to  the  Baltic  Powers  and  the  city 
of  Hamburgh,  where  the  whole  mercantile 
marine  was  on  a  most  admirable  footing, 
and  he  might  say  especially  in  the  Hanse 
Towns,  there  were  establishments  for  the 
examination  of  masters  and  mates,  which 
examinations  were  strictly  enforced,  and 
found  to  work  well-  In  the  United  States 
the  captains  and  mates  were  not  required 
to  undergo  a  public  examination;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  were 
very  different.  He  heartily  wished  that 
the  education  of  our  people  in  this  country 
could  be  compared  with  that  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  United  States.  He  had  had 
occasion  lately  to  see  the  sums  which  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  alone  devoted  to 
purposes  of  education,  and  he  found  that 
in  that  State  the  schools  supported  by  the 
public  were  so  good,  that  the  richest  and 
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greatest  men  of  the  State  preferred  send- 
ing their  children  to  them  in  preference  to 
private  estahlishments ;  and  these  institu- 
tions had  the  effect  of  raising  up  a  cUss 
of  men  fitted  successfully  to  follow  out  anr 
pursuit  to  which  thej  might  he  called — any 
who  might,  therefore,  he  employed  with 
the  most  perfect  confidence  hy  shipowners 
or  any  other  description  of  employers.  If, 
therefore,  it  was  said  we  should  not  hare 
examinations  hecause  they  were  not  made 
in  the  United  States,  the  difference  he- 
tween  the  two  countries  in  point  of  educa- 
tion ought  to  he  considered.  He  asked 
the  House,  then,  to  insist  upon  a  system 
of  examination  of  masters  and  mates  being 
introduced;  cautiously,  if  they  pleased,  but 
still  introduced;  because,  by  doing  so,  he 
beliered  they  would  promote  that  kind  of 
knowledge  which  was  of  the  deepest  inter- 
est to  the  mercantile  navy — they  would 
eleyate  both  captains  and  mates  in  the 
scale  of  their  profession,  arm  them  with 
proper  power  orer  their  crews,  and  confer 
many  important  benefits  upon  all  concerned 
in  the  navigation  of  the  seas.  He  now  came 
to  the  second  great  division  of  the  subject. 
Believing  that  the  greatest  evils  now  existed 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  seaman  exe- 
cuted his  contract  with  his  employers,  and 
in  the  manner  in  which,  when  he  returned 
from  his  voyage,  he  was  discharged,  he 
proposed  to  supersede  the  present  system, 
and  to  ask  the  House  to  consider  what 
ought  to  be  substituted  in  the  room  of  that 
wluch  had  notoriously  and  completely  failed. 
He  did  not  believe  tliat  he  would  be  here 
met  with  the  argument  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  interfere  between  masters  and  cm- 
ployed — that  he  would  be  told  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  sailor  and  the  captain 
or  shipowner  should  not  make  their  own 
agreement — that  these  were  matters  with 
which  the  State  oun;ht  not  to  interfere, 
and  that  they  should  be  loft  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  general  law  by  which  all  such 
things  were  regulated.  Nobody  could  value 
more  than  he  did  the  operation  of  that 
general  law,  believing  that  people  could 
better  take  care  of  themselves  than  the 
State  could  do.  But  it  was  contrary  to  all 
experience,  it  was  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  every  man  who  had  investijrated  the  sub- 
ject,  to  assert  that  the  sailor  could  take 
care  of  himself ;  or  that  the  contract  be- 
tween the  sailor  and  bis  employer  was  of 
that  description  that  it  could  be  safely  left 
to  be  determined  by  hazard,  and  that  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  State  to  interfere 
for  his  protection.     He  must,  besides,  re- 


mind the  Committee  thai  he  was  not  ask- 
ing them  to  establish  for  the  first  time  a 
system  of  interference  between  the  em- 
ployer  and  the  employed.  The  system 
now  in  operation  was  a  system  of  interfe- 
rence, and  it  was  established  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  evils  whieh  m  less  degree  of 
interference  had  produced.  It  was,  he 
thought,  in  1836  when  the  right  hon.  Gea- 
tleman  the  If  ember  for  the  JJmrerntj  of 
Oxford  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trsde 
— at  least  it  was  during  one  of  the  years 
when  that  Gentleman  was  in  office,  that  a 
Bill  was  brought  in  by  him  which  esta- 
blished the  present  system  of  Ucensing 
agents.  Xo  person  was  allowed  to  saper- 
intend  the  contract  between  the  sailor  and 
his  employer  unless  licensed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  object  of  this  was  to  pre- 
vent crimps,  and  other  persons  of  had  eha- 
racter,  from  getting  hold  of  the  sailor  and 
inveigling  him  to  his  destmcUon;  hnt  after 
full  experience  of  the  Bill  it  was  foond  to 
work  most  unsatirfactorily.  The  Board  ot 
Trade  had  done  its  best  to  give  these  li- 
censes to  none  but  respectable  persons; 
but  they  found  it  extremely  diflicnlt  to  get 
persons  of  superior  character  to  be  en- 
trusted with  the  duties.  They  Isid  it  down 
as  a  rule  not  to  give  any  slopseUers  a  li- 
cense, nor  any  publicans;  hnt  thej  could 
not  help  giring  it  to  lodging-house  keqiers. 
It  was  therefore  found  exceedingly  diflieolt 
to  check  the  many  evils  comphdned  of,  and 
they  had  come  at  last  to  the  oondnsion 
that  if  they  were  to  have  interference  at 
all,  it  must  be  exercised  in  a  different  man- 
ner. He  believed  there  was  no  coontiy 
where  the  interference  of  the  State  gene- 
rally was  watched  with  greater  jealonsj 
than  in  America;  and  yet  there  thej  had 
thought  it  right  to  enact  that,  except  hy  a 
notary  public,  no  sailor  should  enter  into 
any  agreement  with  his  employer.  We 
had  not  the  same  class  of  notaries  in 
this  country  that  they  had  in  America; 
and  the  agreement  there  was  one  of  a  very 
minute  kind,  and  contained  most  stringent 
regulations.  He  quoted,  when  he  last  ad* 
dressed  the  House  on  this  question,  the 
opinions  of  Chancellor  Kent,  a  great  Ame- 
rican lawyer,  on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
stated  his  perfect  conriction  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  State  interfering  by  law  to  pro- 
tect the  sailor.  lie  would  now  quote  the 
words  of  a  still  higher  authority,  a  great 
English  lawyer,  he  meant  Lord  Stowell, 
who,  iu  a  judgment  which  he  deliyered  on 
the  19th  of  April,  1825,  in  the  case  of  the 
ship  Jlinerra,  spoke  thus  of  the  great  dis« 
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advantage  under  which  seamen  lahoured  in 
entering  upon  engagements : — 

"On  the  one  side  are  gentlemen  possessed  of 
wealth,  and  intent,  I  mean  not  unfairly,  upon 
augmenting  it,  conversant  in  business,  and  pos- 
sessing the  means  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  practi- 
cal and  professional  knowledge.  On  the  other 
side  is  a  set  of  men  generally  ignorant  and  illiter- 
ate, notoriously  and  proverbially  reckless  and  im- 
provident, ill-provided  with  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing useful  information,  and  almost  ready  to  sign 
any  instrument  that  may  be  proposed  to  them ; 
uid  on  all  accounts  requiring  protection,  even 
against  themselves.  Everybody  must  sec  where 
the  advantage  must  lie  between  parties  standing 
upon  such  unequal  ground,  and  accordingly  these 
special  engagements,  so  introduced  into  the  mari- 
ners' contract  lean  one  way,  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  miiriners,  and  to  the  advantage  of  their 
employers,  by  increasing  the  duties  of  the  former, 
and  diminishing  the  obligations  of  the  latter." 

The  proposal  he  had  now  to  make  on  this 
suhject  was  essentially  unaltered  from  that 
of  last  year,  tliough  in  sonic  of  its  details 
it  was  improved.  It  was,  to  estahlish  in 
the  various  seaport  towns  of  this  country 
shipping  offices,  in  which  woidd  he  placed 
Government  officers,  who,  for  a  very  mo- 
derate fee — a  fee  much  less  than  was  given 
by  the  sailors  now  to  one  of  those  crimps 
who  haunted  them,  and  not  more  than  was 
taken  in  those  admirable  institutions  the 
Sailors'  Homes,  established  at  Liverpool 
and  London — and  for  this  moderate  fee  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  superin- 
tend the  contract  between  the  sailor  and 
his  employer ;  to  explain  to  him  the  provi- 
sions of  the  contract,  and,  indeed,  to  super- 
intend all  that  related  to  the  interests  of 
the  sailor.  In  the  same  manner  on  the 
return  of  a  ship  it  would  be  paid  off  in  the 
shipping  office,  and  the  shipping  officer 
would  again  superintend  the  whole  affairs 
of  the  sailor,  so  far  as  concerned  his  dis- 
charge. He  found,  from  the  communica- 
tions he  had  had  with  various  parties,  that 
an  apprehension  was  entertained  by  some 
that  respectable  people  would  not  be  found 
to  fill  these  situations,  that  the  evils  of 
crimpage  would  return,  and  that  no  effec- 
tual check  would  he  given  to  the  inju- 
ries at  present  complained  of.  It  was  also 
feared  by  some  that  by  the  substitution  of 
Government  officers  for  private  individuals, 
there  might  be  introduced  some  kind  of  in- 
terference— which,  however,  was  pointed 
at  in  ver}'  vague  terms — witli  the  operations 
of  trade-  But  he  thought  that  for  the  fees 
which  would  be  paid,  amounting  probably 
to  about  150/.  a  year,  it  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  men  in  the  ports  of  this 
(H>ttntry  whose  characters  would  be  a  euf- 
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ficient  guarantee  for  the  proper  discharge 
of  the  duties  required.  He  thought  there 
would  be  found  in  the  seaports  such  men 
as  retired  captains  of  merchant  vessels, 
who  were  living  there  with  their  families, 
and  not  desirous  of  going  any  more  to  sea, 
who  would  readily  undertake  and  perform 
the  duties  required  on  the  part  of  these 
shipping  officers.  In  the  Bill  of  last  Ses- 
sion he  proposed  that  the  shipping  officers 
should  have  the  power  of  determining 
disputes  between  the  sailor  and  his  em- 
ployer, lie  found,  however,  that  much 
objection  was  raised  to  that  provision,  and 
he  proposed  to  substitute  for  it  one  that 
would  be  safe  in  its  operation.  He  meant 
only  to  allow  the  shipping  officer  to  decide 
disputes  in  cases  where  both  parties  should 
agree  to  refer  them  to  his  decision.  He 
thought  there  were  cases  where  the  ship- 
ping officer  was  not  the  fittest  person  to 
settle  the  disputes  that  might  arise,  but 
there  were  many  other  things  that  by  mu- 
tual agreement  might  be  decided  by  him 
without  putting  the  sailor  to  expense  for 
lawyers  and  the  like.  He  would  make 
this  provision  voluntary,  however,  and  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  compulsory.  When 
he  first  addressed  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  quoted  as  a  great  inducement  to 
believe  in  the  good  working  of  the  system 
— he  meant  the  comparative  good  working, 
for  he  did  not  suppose  that  all  the  evils  of 
crimpage  would  be  removed  by  it — ^he  found 
great  encouragement  from  what  had  taken 
place  in  the  port  of  Quebec.  He  could  re- 
peat that  argument  with  even  greater  ef- 
fect now.  Gentlemen  connected  with  the 
shipping  interest  well  knew  that  there  was 
no  port  in  the  British  dominions  where  the 
evils  he  had  spoken  of  were  so  rife  as  in 
Quebec.  There  was  hardly  a  port  of  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  from  which  he  did  not  hear 
complaints  of  the  state  of  matters  there. 
The  crews  of  vessels  were  greatly  injured 
and  demoralised  by  what  took  place  there; 
and  the  hon.  Members  for  Cork  and 
Limerick  were  well  aware  that  such  was 
notoriously  the  fact.  This  state  of  things 
continued  till  1847,  when  the  colonial  le- 
gislature passed  an  Act  establishing  a 
public  shipping  office,  precisely  on  the 
principle  of  that  which  he  now  proposed  to 
introduce  into  England.  They  had  had 
two  years'  experience  of  the  working  of 
that  system,  and  the  results  were  most 
satisfactory  and  encouraging.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  this  striking  fact,  that  in 
two  years  desertions  had  fallen  off  one-half. 
In  1847  the  desertions  were  3,058;  ia 
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1849  tbey  amounted  to  1,333.     Ho  held  to  introduce  a  danse  into  tbe  Bill  to  enaUa 

in  his  hand  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  Government  to  adopt  these  Sailon'  Homes, 

shipping  master  of  the  port  of  Quehec  in  and  to  make  them  their  shipping  offices; 

1849,  signed  by  100  of  the  most  respect-  to  co-operate  with  them,  by  furnishing  to 

able  names,  in  which  they  said —  them  the  means  ont  of  the  fees  they  n- 

"  Wo,  tho  undersigned,  hog  to  testify  to  the  reived  to  carry  on  the  general  objecU  of 

exertions  you  havo  used  in  promoting  tho  cffl-  those  establishments.    Me  now  came  to  the 

ciency  of  tho  Act  for  the  shipping  of  seamen  in  question  of  the  registry  of  seamen.   Ho  pro- 

this  port.    Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  you  posed,  as  he  did  last  year,  to  take  power  to 

have  had  to  encounter,  you  hare  met  them  sue-  ^y^^^^  ^^  ^^^       ^^^  ^£  registry-^iot 

oessfully;  and  wo  are  persuaded  tho  result  will  be  .        i    t  i    -f     *  ^      i_     v  i-      \a  ax.  a. 

much  in  feTour  of  tho  British  seaman  and  of  the  to  abolish  it  at  once,  for  he  behered  that 

trade  of  the  port."  could  not  be  done  without  pronding  some 

He  would  also  trouble  the  House  with  a  ?u^stitute-but  to  teke  the  power  of  abot 

statement  from  the  shipping  master,  dated  't'""^  ^*'  ^l^"^  J  ^  A     "'' J  T. 

January  18,  1850,  in  which  he  made  use  ^Jl^^fJ  ^^ J^^  ^T^  f  w  !l."li!f 

of  the  following  lanffuatre  • shippmg  offices.     He  doubted  the  possi- 

°       5"  o   •  bility  of  altogether  dispensing  with  a  syi- 

"  Haying  the  honour  of  holding  tJio  office  of  ^^^  ^^  registry ;   and  he   thought,  as  a 

shippmg  master  for  this  port  under  tho  Colonuil  -°.j    •'..-  .   _    ^^ ^_    **-.     ^ ii 

Act.  I  trust  I  shall  not  he  intruding  on  your  ra-  f^^ans    of  identifying    seamen,    it    would 

loable  time  if  I  attempt  to  lay  before  you  the  re-  bo  particularly  valuable  for  the  purposes 

rait  of  its  working  up  to  the  termination  of  the  of  a  measure  to  be  introduced  relatiTO  to 

second  year.    Our  port  ha?,  indeed,  been  so  long  placing  the  Merchant  Seamen*s  Fund  00 

notorious  for  plundering  crimping  practices,  that    ^  ^^^  judicious  footing.      He   noW 

it  was  completely  at  the  mcrcv  ot  those  who  con-       .",   *,  ^      j     "L  ^    ^i.  *•         #    j 

•idered  every  ship  and  every  seaman  their  com- 1  wished  to  advert  to  the  question  of  advane^ 
men  prey.  At  tho  commencement  of  the  office  .  notes.  His  views  upon  this  subject  had 
duties,  every  conceivable  obstruction  was  thrown  undergone  a  material  alteration  since  he 
in  its  way  by  those  whoso  career  of  plunder  was    j^g^  touched  upon  it.   On  further  reflection, 

about  to  be  checkeil,  and  I  had  also  to  re^rret  the  . ,  . *_  i   .^  «u:j^  i.—  *i.*  --.:.. 

want  of  cordial  support  from  others.  The  evi- :  ^e  ^J«  ^0*  prepared  to  ^hidehj  the  opm- 
denco  before  a  committee  of  the  legislature  last  ;  lon  he  then  advanced,  lie  beliOTed  that 
session  proved  tho  office  to  have  rescued  the  ship-  the  sailor,  on  going  to  sea,  mast  baTO  a 
ping  interests  from  tho  plunder  of  50,000/.  a '  po^cr  of  obtaining  money  on  what  were 
^^^^'  I  called  advanced-notes.     Bat  nothing  wu 

He  mentioned  this  to  show  the  vast  pe-  worse  than  the  present  system.  The  mo- 
cuniary  interest  those  connected  with  the  ney  advanced  on  the  security  of  such  notes 
mercantile  marine  had  in  the  establishment  was  not,  in  fact,  recoverable  by  law.  Troe, 
of  a  system  which  would  put  a  check  to  the  transaction  was  legal,  hut  the  Expense 
the  great  evils  to  which  sailors  were  sub-  of  the  process  on  them  was  so  ezcessiTe, 
jected.  He  had  also  had  a  document  put  that  the  money  was  not  practically  reeover- 
into  his  hands,  signed  by  sqme  of  the  prin-  able.  Seamen  were  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
cipal  firms  of  Quebec,  among  whom  he  ing  most  usurious  interest — oftentimes  not 
found  the  names  of  Gilmour  and  Co.,  Rus-  less  than  50  per  cent  on  the  money  lent, 
sell,  Wainwright,  and  Co.,  and  a  groat  It  was  not  easy  to  abolish  the  system, 
many  others.  These  gentlemen,  in  a  pe-  but  it  was  most  desirable  to  improre  it. 
tition  to  the  legislative  assembly,  spoke  in  The  notes  never  exceeded  two  months^ 
the  highest  tonus  in  favour  of  the  Shipping  and  the  alteration  he  proposed  to  make 
Act,  and  were  anxious  that  it  should  not  was.  that  the  moner  should  be  recoTerahle 
be  repealed.  lie  found  great  inJucoraent  bv  the  ordinary  legal  process,  whicb»  not 
to  believe  in  the  good  o^eot  of  these  ship-  being  attended  with  any  great  expensep 
ping  c£ee3.  by  tho  experience  they  had  would  enable  the  sailor  to  obtain  money 
had  of  institutions  closely  analogous  to  upon  mueh  more  reasonable  terms.  A 
them — ho  meant  the  Sailors*  Homos  in  more  respectable  class  of  people  woold 
Liverpool  and  elsewhere.  It  was  not  the  advance  the  money,  and  the  notoriooaly- 
desire  ^B  interfere  in  the  smallest  de^rreo  bad  system  which  now  existed  wonid  be 
with,  or  to  supersede,  tliose  institutions,  abolished.  The  third  great  division  of  bis 
On  the  contrary,  he  CvVj'.J  r.ot  too  dis-  subject  was  that  which  related  to  the  dis- 
tinct 1v  sav  that  he  ^c\t  volur.tarv  exorticns  cipiine  and  treatment  of  the  sailoffs.  It 
of  that  sort  to  le  Icvoiiil  aiiythi:;^  that  would  g"*  a  great  way  towards  improTing 
Govommcnt  i:*oli  c.://.d  p.ssibly  estaMish;  the  Jisoipliae  of  the  crews,  and  of  secoring 
and,  so  far  frora  wi^hir.^  to  supersede  tho  gxi  sailors,  if  means  were  adopted  to  in- 
fanctions  of  such  instituiiocs,  he  proposed   stins  c£ciency  on  the  part  of  the 
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Having  done  all  they  could  to  improve  tbe 
character  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with 
authority,  some  alteration  in  the  law  was 
ahsolutely  necessary  in  order  to  improve 
the  discipline  on  hoard  their  mercantile 
ships*  The  main  provisions  of  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  and  to  which  he  still  adhered, 
were  these :  that  captains  having  a  first- 
class  certificate  should  possess  the  power 
of  imprisonment  for  certain  offences.  It 
was  true  this  general  power  now  existed, 
but  the  captains  were  afraid  of  exercising 
it  except  in  a  case  of  mutiny,  hccause  it 
was  not  expressly  given  to  them  by  law  ; 
and  where  the  power  was  not  actually 
given  to  them  by  law,  in  a  direct  manner, 
the  captains  were  exposed  to  great  hard- 
ship. Wherever,  therefore,  the  power  of 
imprisonment  could  be  carried  into  effect 
by  captains  having  first-class  certificates, 
it  was  most  desirable  that  they  should,  by 
an  express  provision  of  the  law,  be  enabled 
to  do  so«  He  was  aware  that  some  appre- 
hension had  been  entertained  that,  by  giv^^ 
ing  this  power  expressly  by  statute.  Par- 
liament would  be  weakening  the  power 
which  now  existed  by  the  general  law;  but 
he  had  resorted  to  the  highest  legal  autho- 
rities upou  this  subject,  and  they  had  as- 
sured him  that  there  was  no  danger  of  the 
general  power  given  by  the  law  being 
Weakened,  while  they  were  of  opinion 
that  this  additional  power  would  be  most 
useful  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline. 
He  also  proposed,  as  he  did  in  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  that  any  wilful  breach 
of  duty  that  should  cause  the  loss  of, 
or  serious  danger  to,  the  ship  or  to 
life,  on  the  part  of  the  captain  or  mate, 
should  be  deemed  a  misdemeanour.  A  man 
who,  by  drunkenness  or  wilful  misconduct, 
caused  the  loss  of  human  life  or  of  the  ship, 
Ought  to  bo  punished  on  his  return  home. 
He  also  proposed,  as  he  did  last  year,  that 
the  logbooks  should  be  produced  when  re- 
quired, and  that  they  should  contain  an  ac- 
count of  all  fines  imposed,  and  of  all  punish- 
ments infiicted;  in  short,  that  they  should, 
by  the  entries,  enable  the  competent  au- 
thorities to  judge  how  far  the  conduct  of 
the  master  had,  or  had  not,  been  proper 
daring  the  voyage.  Various  sanitary  pro- 
trbions  were  also  proposed.  He  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill  some  new  provisions  of 
ft  very  important  description,  and  which  he 
believed  would  produce  a  very  salutary 
•ffect.  It  was  well  known  that,  on  dis- 
tant stations,  and  when  ships  were  engaged 
on  long  voyages,  there  existed  a  great 
want  of  some  competent  authority  to  adju- 


dicate on  very  grave  cases  that  might  have 
occurred  on  board  during  such  voyages. 
He  proposed  that  on  application  to  the 
consul  at  any  of  the  ports,  or  to  the  com- 
mander of  a  Queen's  ship,  what  he  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  would  call  a  naval  court  might 
be  established,  composed,  if  possible,  of  one 
commander  of  a  Queen^s  ship,  or  one  con- 
sul; and  the  rest  of  the  court  consisting  of 
not  more  than  three  or  five  members,  two 
of  whom  should  be  captains  of  merchant 
ships  whom  they  might  find  in  the  port 
where  the  court  was  summoned  to  be  held. 
This  court,  so  constituted,  was  to  adjudi- 
cate upon  any  grave  case  of  misconduct  on 
tbe  part  of  any  master  or  mate,  or  of  any 
want  of  discipline  on  the  part  of  the  crew, 
and  to  such  court  very  summary  powers 
were  proposed  to  be  given  to  meet  cases  of 
emergency.  The  want  of  such  tribunals 
as  this  had  been  very  seriously  felt;  and  if 
the  House  should  agree  to  their  adoption, 
he  believed  they  would  be  providing  a  very 
efficient  remedy  for  an  evil  that  was  con- 
stantly producing  great  mischief.  There 
were  also  provisions  in  the  Bill  for  checking 
desertion,  and  to  meet  other  evils  that  at 
present  affected  our  mercantile  marine; 
but,  having  already  trespassed  too  long 
upon  the  House,  he  would  not  detain  it 
longer  by  entering  into  a  description  of 
them.  These  were  the  chief  provisions  of 
the  measures  he  proposed.  The  House 
would  perceive  that  the  Bill  was  not  altered 
in  its  main  principle  from  the  one  of  last 
year,  although  it  contained  many  new  pro- 
visions of  an  important  character  by  which 
that  principle  would  be  more  completely 
carried  into  effect.  He,  on  a  late  occa- 
sion, alluded  to  a  statement  made  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  one  of  the  most  ardent 
opponents  of  the  Government  when  they 
first  attempted  to  alter  the  navigation  laws, 
but  who  was  at  the  same  time  a  man  of 
energy,  sense,  and  courage — he  referred 
to  Mr.  Lindsay — and  who,  finding  that  al- 
teration inevitable,  had  manfully  prepared 
himself  to  meet  the  changes  which  he  knew 
must  necessarily  follow.  He  had  read  vari- 
ous letters  recently  published  by  that  gen- 
tleman, and  he  was  much  struck  with  the 
manly  genius  which  they  displayed.  Mr. 
Lindsay  observed,  that  that  man  must  be 
blind  who  did  not  see  that  the  regeneration 
of  our  mercantile  navy  had  become  abso- 
lutely necessary.  This  opinion  came  not 
from  a  mere  speculator — not  from  a  man 
who  was  looking  theoretically  at  the  sub- 
ject; but  it  came  from  a  British  shipowner, 
who  had  tho  manliness  to  avow  the  great 
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evils  and  the  great  abuses  of  the  existing 
system,  and  who  bad  detennined  manfully 
to  set  about  amending  them.  lie  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  now  asked  the  Ilouse  to  co- 
operate with  Mr.  Lindsay,  and  with  other 
intelligent  and  enterprising  shipowners  who 
he  firmly  believed  were  equally  ready  to 
carry  out  those  improvements  which  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  age  impera- 
tively demanded.  He  had  not  the  vanity 
to  suppose  that  the  measure  which  he 
now  brought  before  the  House  might  not 
through  the  practical  wisdom  of  such  men 
be  considerably  improved.  So  far  from 
neglecting  any  suggestions,  he  heartily  de- 
sired that  the  Bill  might  receive  every 
amendment  whicli  their  experience  could 
give  it.  He  should  attend  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  measure  in  its  progress  through 
the  House,  and  pay  the  greatest  attention 
to  whatever  suggestions  might  come  from 
those  who  were  practically  conversant  with 
this  great  subject.  But  he  could  truly  say 
that,  with  regard  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  Bill,  the  opportunity  which  had  been 
afforded  him  of  reconsidering  them  during 
the  recess,  had  served  only  the  more  to  con- 
firm and  stregthen  his  conviction  of  their 
soundness  and  practicability.  He  knew 
that  there  did  exist  in  many  respectable 
quarters  objections  against  any  interference 
whatever.  He  regretted  to  say  that  such 
objections  had  come  from  the  shipownei's 
of  Liverpool,  who,  nevertheless,  had  estab- 
lished the  Seamen's  Home,  and  who  were 
afraid  of  anv  interference  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  with  their  voluntary 
exertions.  The  shipowners  belonging  to 
that  port  with  whom  he  had  spoken  had 
told  him,  that  they  were  capable  of  ma- 
naging their  own  affairs  perfectly  well; 
that  they  could  provide  good  captains,  and 
equip  their  ships  and  crews  with  every  fa- 
cility required;  that  they  took  care  of  those 
they  employed  in  their  old  age,  and  that  it 
was  only  their  own  interest  to  do  whatever 
was  proper  and  right  to  be  done.  Xow, 
his  answer  to  these  cjentlemen  who  ih.us  ad- 
dressed  him  was,  that  if  every  man  was  like 
them  he  would  at  once  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  themselves;  but  could  they,  he 
asked — could  anv  man  who  knew  auvthins: 
of  the  mercantile  navv  of  this  countrv, 
deny  that  some  change  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary i  Could  anv  man  donv  that  the 
GoTcmment  were  justified  in  providing 
memns  for  insuring  etfioieney  on  the  part 
of  the  masters  and  protection  to  the  crews 
to  whom  were  intrusted  the  mercantile  na- 
Tigftlion  of  this  great  country  i  He  would. 


in  conclusion,  only  saj  for  himself,  that  if, 
by  this  or  any  other  measure,  he  could  con- 
tribute anything  towards  placing  the  British 
mercantile  navy  in  that  improved  condition 
which  he  desired  to  see  it  assume,  there 
was  no  object  in  public  life  that  would  be 
half  so  gratifying  to  his  ambition. 

Mr.  card  well  did  not  wish  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  further  discus- 
sion upon  the  Bill,  but  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  him  an 
assurance  that  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  would  not  be  fixed  so  early 
as  to  prevent  ample  time  being  afforded  for 
considering  those  alterations  which  had 
been  made  in  the  Bill  of  last  Session.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  paid  a  compli- 
ment to  those  whom  he  (Mr.  Cardwell)  had 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  had  spoken 
of  an  institution  in  the  town  of  Liverpool 
which  existed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out,  by  voluntary  exertions  many  of  those 
objects  which  he  proposed  to  carry  out 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  stated 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  mitigate  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  Bill  of  last  Session.  He  (Mr. 
Cardwell)  trusted  that  he  had  be^i  per- 
fectly successful  in  his  endeavours  to  re- 
move the  causes  of  opposition.  But  it 
would  be  at  least  premature  to  saj,  that 
he  had  collected  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  how  this  desirable 
object  was  accomplished.  By  the  BiU, 
as  he  understood  it,  the  masters  and 
captains  of  all  the  merchant  vessels  would 
be  made  the  mere  creatures  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  inasmuch  as  the  master  of  every 
sailing  vessel  in  the  country  would  not  be 
able  to  go  to  sea  unless  he  could  first  ob- 
tain his  certificate  from  the  Board  of  Trade. 
All  those  who  had  hitherto  commanded 
vessels  were  to  have  certificates;  hut  no 
person  for  the  future  could  become  a  mas- 
ter or  captain  of  a  vessel  who  had  not  re- 
ceived a  certificate  that  he  had  passed  an 
examination,  from  examiners  to  he  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Then, 
aj^ain,  everv  master  who  may  have  obtain- 
ed  his  certificate,  whether  on  account  of 
his  previous  service,  or  of  his  having  suc- 
cessfully passed  his  examination,  would  be 
completely  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  as  he  would  be  liable  to  have  his 
certincate  withdrawn  by  that  board  for  any 
offence.  [Mr.  Labouchere:  Only  if  the 
offence  were  proved  before  a  competent 
tribunal.]  It  would  still  be  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  decide  whe» 
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thcr  any  crime  had  been  committed  such 
as  to  disentitle  the  person  of  his  right  to 
a  certificate.  These  provisions,  therefore, 
whether  they  were  right  or  wrong,  would 
have  the  effect  of  rendering  for  the  future 
all  captains  and  masters  the  mere  creatures 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Then,  again,  the 
ao:reements  made  between  the  seamen  and 
the  owner  were  not  to  be  considered  suffi- 
cient unless  they  were  contracted  before 
the  superintendents  of  shipping  at  the  dif- 
ferent ports,  who  were  also  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  consequence 
of  this  would  be,  that  no  crew,  and  no  sea- 
man, could  be  engaged  till  the  sanction  of 
the  officer  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  pre- 
viously been  given  to  the  engagement,  and 
the  seamen  would  also  thus  become  the 
creatures  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  was 
bound  to  say,  that  so  far  as  his  constitu- 
ents were  concerned,  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  of  last  Session  had  caused  consider- 
able apprehension  among  them.  The  ship- 
owners felt  that,  being  exposed  for  the  first 
time  to  unlimited  competition  with  the 
shipping  of  all  foreign  countries,  they  were 
at  a  disadvantage  under  the  Act  of  last 
Session,  by  which  they  are  still  prohibited 
from  availing  themselves  of  the  cheaper 
services  of  foreign  seamen ;  and  the  difficul- 
ties would  be  increased  if  they  were  sub- 
jected to  the  necessity  of  conforming  to 
whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  every  step  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. They  objected  also  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  log-book ;  they  were  fully 
prepared  to  admit  the  necessity  of  having 
accurate  entries  made  in  the  log,  and  con- 
sidered the  provision,  so  far,  a  most  rea- 
sonable one.  The  hardship  of  which  they 
complained  was,  that  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  produce  the  log-book,  which  might 
contain  entries  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
particular  subject  which  was  required  to 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  which  referred  to  private  trans- 
actions with  or  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of 
the  vessels.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  be  prepared  to  meet  with  considerable 
discussion  in  the  course  of  this  Bill  upon 
those  and  other  points  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Cardwell)  had  referred.  It  was  impossible 
at  present  to  express  any  very  confident 
opinion  in  the  measure,  and  he  trusted  that 
ample  time  would  be  afforded  for  its  consi- 
deration previous  to  the  period  to  be  fixed 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  HUME  said,  the  Bill  might  be  of 
great  use,  or  might  be  productive  of  great 
eiil,  according  as  its  provisions  were  car- 


ried into  effect.  He  approved  of  abolish- 
ing the  registration  of  seamen.  It  had 
not  fulfilled  the  expectation  of  the  coun- 
try. He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  seeing  the  superior  charac- 
ter of  seamen  of  the  United  States,  it 
had  not  entered  into  his  scheme  to  establish 
(as  was  done  in  America)  schools  in  the 
seaport  towns,  where  apprentices  might 
obtain  instruction  ?  He  would  suggest 
that,  in  the  first  instance,  a  power  should 
be  given  to  the  board  to  form  establish- 
ments at  which  every  man  presenting  him- 
self might  be  examined  for  every  class  of 
duty.  He  would  make  it  a  voluntary  exa- 
mination. The  necessity  of  such  a  step 
was  obvious  when  they  considered  the 
competition  to  which  British  ships  were 
now  exposed.  When  merchants  asked  why 
they  preferred  foreign  ships,  the  answer 
was,  that  the  cargoes  were  better  packed 
and  attended  to,  and  that  the  crews  and 
officers  were  of  a  superior  class  of  men  to 
those  of  British  ships.  The  suggestion, 
therefore,  he  had  made,  deserved  consider- 
ation. He  thought  that  the  individuals 
before  whom  the  contracts  were  to  be  en- 
tered into,  should  ascertain  and  see  that 
sufficient  security  was  given  both  to  the 
captain  and  to  the  men,  so  that  when 
either  party  failed  to  fulfil  his  engagement, 
those  documents  might  be  available.  He 
would  suggest  that  magistrates  in  the  sea- 
ports should  have  the  power  of  deciding 
disputes  between  the  masters  and  seamen, 
and,  if  possible,  without  expense;  for  it 
was  notorious  that  seamen  were  the  most 
helpless  creatures  in  the  world.  He  must 
also  observe,  that  by  this  Bill  a  great  many 
new  officers  were  proposed,  and,  unless 
some  modification  of  it  took  place,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that  ob- 
jections would  be  made  by  those  who  did 
not  like  to  be  interfered  with.  There  was 
one  other  point  to  which  he  would  advert. 
To  show  the  strong  objection  which  the 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels  entertained 
against  too  much  interference  in  their 
affairs,  he  might  mention  that,  in  answer 
to  250  letters  which  he  had  sent  to  the 
profession,  inquiring  whether  they  were 
willing  to  have  a  Government  inquest  in 
case  of  the  loss  of  a  vessel,  only  five  ex- 
pressed themselves  willing  to  have  such  a 
regulation  instituted.  Lord  Auckland  had 
laid  down  a  rule  by  which,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, every  officer  in  the  coast-guard  was 
to  inquire  as  to  the  causes  of  shipwrecks 
in  his  district;  and  in  several  cases  it  had 
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\A:fr^  f^'irji  '.':.JLT.  -.rirj  .-.a.1  ir.jrtn,  :.-.a.  Ti*?^*  Montrose,  that  tint  hon.  Gcnileman  con- 
b*::.'.;?  :.',  T/.^rrt  .n  v.Ari,  Tla..:  iii-.trhd  wrired  the  proportion  of  tho  right  bon. 
t/i';  T.hf:*^,*.',^  '.:'  r.a-..i/  v.mft  tfif^  -^'i--T  ^Jentleman  vent  the  length  of  doing  awaj 
ti^rrit-A  '.r*,  4.-^^1  ':.-,  :^iji2-;:  1:  w  .:ilii  r.-?:  de-  with  the  registration  of  seamen  altogether. 
ninktvfz  %  'i^iVirj.I.th  ir.me  m.Ka.-.4  f>r  tl*:  He  did  not  participate  in  that  hope — ^he 
yiry*^z.  If  la  pr>.<::riie  w*,  thi^  ererr  should  be  glad  if  it  were  so — ^but  he  un- 
prof':ft.>ion  tLoalil  fi'^rrj  '^a  lu  b'l^Lri'cai  as  derstood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  Bay 
mucL  as  po->.-iif>w:  rjT  1ls':I5:  ba:  h^  cotild  that  he  would  introduce  such  a  system  as 
not a{^rf:e  with  th*:  \x**n.  \L'.n,\*:T  ijv  LIrer-  would  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  it  befwe 
ptjtA  that  the  n.-g^iiarion.)  propo^d  bj  the  long.  It  was  a  most  useless,  onerous^  and 
right  hon.  Gr:nth:mun  wou!<l  pat  the  sailor  expensive  system,  unpopular  with  seamen, 
in  the  haiKJA  of  th<:  Boanl  of  Tnnlc.  Tlic  and  perfectly  inoperative,  and  he  trusted 
sugi;;c:itioni  he  ha<l  msnh:  w«jre  not  made,  that  this  would  be  a  great  step  towards 
ill  opposition  to  the  rni.'aaarc;  on   tho  con-   getting  rid  of  it. 

trury,  the  rigiic  hon.  ^/enth^raan  knew  how  ;  Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  there  were 
anxious  he  wa.s  on  the  subject  of  rcgula-  only  two  points  to  which  ho  wished  to  re- 
tiuns  for  the  masters  of  vcs;9el5,  and  that .  fcr.  The  first  was  with  regard  to  what 
ho  had  endeavoured  to  collect  from  the  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Continental  States  what  their  regulations ;  Member  for  Liverpool.  He  assured  the 
on  that  subject  were,  so  as  to  sec  whether  j  hon.  Gentleman  that,  before  the  second 
nnytliing  might  be  taken  from  them  to '  reading  of  this  Bill,  ample  time  should  be 
benefit  our  system.  given  for  the  consideration  of  it.     With 

Mr.  KlCAllDO  said,  that  what  had  ,  regard  to  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Hon* 
passed  in  tho  course  of  the  debate  had  dc- 1  trosc  had  said  as  to  the  education  of  sea- 
monstrated  how  impossible  it  was  at  that  |  men,  it  was  quite  true  that  in  the  Bill  he 
stage  to  discuss  a  Bill  which  was  depend- ,  had  proposed  there  were  no  prospeetive 
cut  on  its  details  for  its  proper  working;  i  provisions  for  the  establishment  of  naval 
at  the  same  time,  ho  must  admit  that,  schools  in  our  ports.  He  should  he  most 
considering  tlio  constituency  reprosontcd  unwilling  to  encumber  a  subject  already 
by  the  hon.  Cioutlemau  tho  Member  for  difficult  enough  by  the  introdaetion  of  a 
Iiivorpoi>I,  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  met ;  system — a  very  grave  one,  and  idiieh  re- 
tiie  proposition  of  the  Government  in  tho  quired  very  deliberate  eonfiiderati(»L  But 
most  moderate  manner.  There  was  only  :  the  hou.  Gentleman  was  aware  that,  under 
ttiie  point  on  which  he  must  observe  as  to  ■  this  Bill,  there  would  accrue  certain  linids 
what  iiad  fallen  from  tho  hon.  Gentleman,  over  and  above  what  would  be 
Tiie  hdU.  (ieiitleman  intimated  that,  in  his  for  the  support  of  the  shipping 
opinion,  the  propitsition  of  the  right  hon.  and  he  did  pn>;w«e  to  take  a 
Gentleman  would  render  more  difficult  tho  power  in  the  Bill  which  woold  enahle  the 
ctinipi-titiua  which  we  had  now  to  meet  Board  of  Trade,  if  :i  weie  foond  advisable, 
with  foreign  countries  in  consequence  of  and  there  should  appear  to  be  a  wish  for  it 
the  tntdi;  being  thrown  oi>en.  lie  (Mr.  with  the  public,  to  ir:r>d3ce  soch  a  system. 
liicanli)  b'lit.'ved  that  if  there  wore  any  His  hon.  Fri^sd  :h*  MecnbK-  fer  Urerpool 
fHiint  at  all  on  which  wo  laboured  under  a  had  said  he  ob;«cie-l  lo  t^  Board  df  Trade 
di«advAritage  in  that  competition,  it  was  interfering  widi  tie  SiaiI<:rs'Hoeeiev.  There 
frtttn  the  notori«>us  incapacity  of  some  of  was  no  wiih  to  i:iwrriK  whi  ihem 
th»3  fiiTiTtiTi  and  males  i»f  l^ritish  vesseU.  he  tou:ii  th-eci  *c  '*^I1  ^:Qcnneid  » 
If*:  «li«l  lint  arc II -so  tho  nia>tors  and  mates    ihsz  a:  L:verT?i:i.L.  :,*  wi-ri  t:<  less 


lit'  fii':rLa/itil«.»  vosso!*  :;c  no  rally  uf  incapa-    o::?  j:i:a  ■:«:"  "-•?   si-'.'L->f   x  ti;**  j»n 
r.ri-       f[.:    kn- w    tliat    *uuic    wop:    bo^.tor    *t.'r^o»i :    *o   :*.•   fr-.irt   cs'ieA'^/^izritir  xo  »« 


irrxi.i:  ''^*i  *ii-.-?Cixr  -cS-'rfr*  iz;UACe?s  rf 


'^•jAiiti'.iJ   t-jf  this  duty   t\\s:i  iiioi*:  vf  any 

f,i\u:i'  vrrvii.'i:  III  tlic  wi..r!»i:   '.a':  ■:  w-.uiM  x* 

f/.#,Ii.:;,  ro  iliit  tl.-Ar  ■.-VH*  '.,..   li:..   r'u'c  tba:  '.'^'nn.    cL-;  j*;^*;'"?!  :2ssa  •iiyr'Si  i5.'m!te&. 

F.tir.i'':  i¥.i-?  .*  ?iar  ■■•a*':  jii '.!]'.' &i'.'r';j..T..!«' m-i-  i3  :Iie  Sa.I','rs>   jijCj  ji    — ■"^rrvxi-. 

f,uf.  ',t'  iiii-^iii.A  liv  t::-  ■:-.fi'ii'::  .f  >.i:.-;  ::  ':*'. 'h'i  ii-i-ua-  ;f  i-ji.':^  s  ^"^^i*^  ^^  t^ 

^11'.  mii.trj:f;;i.'j.J  .7iJ.'l:>  .'i  '.il':  N.nr  :.;•.•.  ia«i  ':•-'  1:10.     3'.'    V*-  :H/    3:»:'4."?<  F"^«if£ 

/•/mill  li'.C  TMi'.-:!   »:  a.i7   i-'^'^'J-"-:'    ir>iiU    V-  r.^'MnJir-    •«."    iir:.--'':-^    «  ::!    -J 

j»oaM    r»iiu:t:   '■.i':-:i    -fi  ^-i'-'i  *  -••'i'^i-C  ''■>'■'  *.>-i  •':    :.J  T'.-i:-    i   ^'-i.-^    JaCiiu 


685 


The  Merchant 


{Feb.  11} 


Seameti^i  Fund. 


686 


new  system  such  regulations  as  appeared 
to  be  most  desirable;  but  be  did  not  tbink 
it  would  be  rigbt,  witbout  consideration,  to 
sweep  awaj  tbe  registration  at  once.  He 
took  power  in  tbe  Bill  to  do  so,  but  be  did 
not  in  tbe  Bill  actually  propose  to  do  away 
with  re^stratioD. 

"  1.  Resolved — That  the  Chairman  be  directed 
to  moye  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  improving  the  condition  of  Masters, 
Mates,  and  Seamen,  and  maintaining  discipline  in 
the  Merchant  service." 

THE  MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE.  in  moving  a  re- 
solution upon  wbicb  a  Bill  should  be  found- 
ed for  the  better  regulation  of  this  fund, 
saidy  he  now  approached  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  difficulty,  of  which  he  felt  con- 
scious. It  was  that  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund, 
and  the  measures  it  might  be  desirable  to 
adopt  with  regard  to  that  subject.  He  need 
not  remind  those  Gentlemen  who  were  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the 
sailors  of  this  country,  how  deep  and  how 
just  was  their  dissatisfaction  with  tbe  con- 
dition and  management  of  that  fund.  It 
had  been  the  subject  of  repeated  inquiries 
on  the  part  of  the  House  and  by  a  Royal 
Commission.  It  had  been  the  subject  of 
seTeral  Bills,  brought  forward  by  several 
GoTcrnments;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  the 
ovil  still  remained,  not  only  unabated,  but 
actually  increased  and  certainly  increasing 
in  amount,  until  the  matter  was  brought 
to  a  state  in  which  it  had  become  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  Government  to  re- 
frain from  laying  it  fully  and  completely 
before  the  House,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  adopt  such  measures  in  regard  to  it  as 
in  their  wisdom  they  might  think  proper. 
He  would  shortly  state  to  the  House  what 
bad  been  the  past  history  of  this  fimd.  It 
dated  from  1746.  Before  that  time  the 
merchant  seamen  contributed  to  Green- 
wich Hospital  6d,  a  month  out  of  their 
wages,  but  received  no  advantage  from 
that  institution,  it  being  confined  entirely 
to  seamen  in  the  Royal  Navy.  In  1746 
some  of  the  principal  merchants  and  ship- 
owners formed  a  company  to  establish  a 
sort  of  Greenwich  Hospital  for  the  mer- 
chant service.  The  Government  of  that 
day,  moved,  he  believed,  much  by  pubUc 
motives,  but  especially  desirous  at  that  cri- 
tical period  of  our  history  to  conciliate  the 
feelingB  of  the  mariners  of  this  country, 
amoDgst  whom  great  dissatisfaction  pre- 
Taile£*-he  spoke  of  the  time  immediately 


succeeding  the  great  rebellion  of  1745 — 
co-operated  with  those  merchants  and  ship- 
owners in  establishing  the  Merchant  Sea- 
men's Fund.     An  Act  was  passed  incor« 
porating  that  company.     Its  object  was, 
as  near  as  possible,  to  give  the  merchant 
service  that  which  the  Royal  service  en- 
joyed in  Greenwich  Hospital,  and,  accord- 
ingly, they  proposed  to  erect  an  hospital^ 
and  to  grant  pensions  and    gratuities  to 
seamen  sick,  maimed,  and  disabled,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those — ^he 
begged  particular  attention  to  these  words 
— who  were  killed  or  drowned  in  the  mer-. 
chant  service.     Those  were  the   specific 
objects  for    which  these    funds  were  in- 
tended.     The    main   imposition    by   this 
Act  was  6d.  a  month  for  every  master, 
mate,  and  seaman,  in  addition  to  the  6d. 
then  paid  to  Greenwich   Hospital.      The 
fund  was  very  much  of  a  charitable  nature, 
and  was  supported  by  most  liberal  contri- 
butions from  the  great  merchants  and  ship- 
owners of  that  time.    They  did  not  possess 
accurate  records  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
society,   in  consequence  of  those  records 
having  been  lost  accidentally  by  fire;  but 
it  was  perfectly  clear,  from  the  state  of 
their  funds,  that  they  must  have  received 
most  liberal  support  from  private  subscrip- 
tions and  from  the  merchants  and  ship- 
owners of  this  country.     Tbe  hospital  was 
never  built,  but  grants  of  pensions  and 
gratuities   were   made  as  had   been  con- 
templated.    There  was  no  complaint  from 
the  merchant  service — it  worked  extremely 
well,  and  proved  a  most  useful  and  con- 
siderable fund  for  the  relief  of  disabled 
merchant  seamen,  and  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  merchant  seamen,  but  only   of 
those  who  were  killed  or  drowned  in  the 
merchant  service.      But  a  great  change 
subsequently  came   over  the  condition  of 
this  institution.     Between  1820  and  1830 
it  happened,  as  he  thought  for  many  rea- 
sons very  unfortunately,  that  the  great 
merchants  of  this  country  withdrew  from 
the  shipowning  trade,  and  it  fell  generally 
into  the  hands  of  a  less  considerable  and 
opulent  set  of  men,  and  from  that  period 
the  private  subscriptions  of  that  institution 
greatly  fell  off,  and  the  state  of  the  fund 
and  the  complaints   consequent  on    that 
state  became  such   that  in  1834  a  new 
Act  was  passed — the  Act  which  now  re- 
gulates the  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  the 
principal  provisions  of  which  were  that  the 
contributions  of  the  captains  were  fixed  at 
2s,  a  month,  and  the  subscriptions  there- 
tofore paid  to  Greenwich  Hospital  wore 
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tran^frriTcd  to  the  Fund.  On  the  other  '  of  recipients  of  tlie  fond  mt  each  of  diOBe 
hand,  ali  widoTr-s  and  oq>han.«  of  soamen  ports.  At  Lirerpool  the  tonn&ge  vas 
who  hail  c'intributcrd  were  aiIowe<l  to  claim  4'1>7,207,  and  the  number  of  recipeots 
penftiou",  unlike  the  former  provision, which  1.044;  at  Newcastle  the  tonnmj^  wai 
confined  the  relief  to  the  widows  and  or-  Sli,oO^,  and  tlie  reeipientB  2,6^7;  at 
phaus  of  ceamen  kilted  or  drowned  in  the  Sunderland  tlie  tonnage  wms  191,37-4^  and 
ucnrice.  The  society  in  other  respects  was  the  recipients  2fi5o ;  at  Whitehaven  the 
altogether  unaltered.  He  re;^etted  to  saj  tonnage  was  38,821,  and  the  recipients 
that  the  fund  under  this  new  constitution  744.  Thus,  while  the  tonnage  of  IdTer- 
had  entirely  failed.  The  present  state  of  pool  is  greater  by  one-fonrth  tbaa  that  ni 
it  mi;^ht  be  summed  up  in  vcn'  few  words.  Newcastle,  the  number  of  pensionen  oi 
The  fund  was  absolutely  bankrupt;  the  t1:e  former  was  only  one- third  of  that  ni 
p^inhions  were  inailrrquate  of  themselres,  the  latter.  The  tonnage  of  Lirerpool  was 
and  grossly  unequal  at  different  ports;  that  more  than  double  that  of  Sonderiand,  bat 
was  to  say,  whereas  the  seaman  contri-  -  the  pensioners  were  doable  the  number  at 
bute<l  the  same  amount  of  money,  no  Sunderland.  The  tonnage  of  Liverpool 
matt'rr  what  port  lie  belonged  to,  the  was  more  than  ten  times  that  of  Wbite- 
pensions  he  received  in  his  old  age  were  haven,  but  the  pensioners  at  the  former 
alUjgether  unequal,  according  to  the  acci-  port  arc  not  nearly  twice  as  nomeitnis  ai 
dent  of  his  having  passed  the  last  five  years  those  at  the  latter.  Those  figures  at  onee 
of  his  life  in  this  or  that  port,  and,  in  fact,  made  apparent  the  inequalities  of  the  ex- 
the  whole  system  would  soon  be  in  com-  isting  system.  As  a  coroUarr  to  the  fofe- 
plete  insolvency.  The  sailors'  dissatisfac-  going  statement,  he  would  put  the  House  in 
tiou  at  this  state  of  things  was  great  and  possession  of  the  rates  of  pension  paid  at 
justifiable.  There  was  a  fund  to  which  different  ports.  At  Belfast  the  average 
seamen  were  compelled  to  contribute — the  rate  of  annual  pension  was  7/.  10#.;  at 
llowrn  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  Liverpool,  7/.;  at  Dundee,  61. ;  and  at 
that  it  was  not  a  voluntary  act — and  under  about  that  rate  it  stood  until  we  came  to 
the  management  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  some  of  those  ports  to  which  sailors  in 
J'arliament  pensions  of  unequal  amount  their  old  age  resorted  in  order  to  embark 
were  paid  to  men  whose  contributions  were  in  the  coasting  trade.  At  Newcastle  the 
on  a  par,  whilst  the  fund  itself  was  reduced  average  rate  of  annual  pension  was  II.  IBs,; 
to  the  brink  of  insolvency,  and,  if  left  at  ^Vhitehaven,  H.  lOi.;  at  Poole,  1/.  4f.; 
to  itself,  it  would  in  a  short  time  be  in-  of  Sunderland  there  was  no  return,  but  the 
sufHcient  to  pay  even  the  present  in-  rate  there  was  probably  extremely  low. 
mlequate  pensions.  The  disparity  in  the  It  was  now  necessary  to  call  the  attention 
amount  of  the  pensions  paid  to  sea-  of  the  Committee  to  the  manner  in  ifbicb 
men  who  had  contributed  equally  to  the  the  fund  had  been  absorbed  by  the  altera- 
fiind,  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  tion  of  its  constitution  enabling  widows 
mariner  receiving  his  pension  at  the  port  and  children  of  seamen,  without  disUnetion, 
nt  which  he  had  resided  during  the  last  to  claim  pensions.  The  pensions  due  to 
five  years  of  ills  service;  and  it  happened  widows  and  children  amounted  to  36,8662., 
that  the  ports  which  sailors  selected  for  whilst  those  granted  to  seamen  reached 
their  residence  towards  the  end  of  their  only  18,39 N.  So  much  for  the  arbiteary 
career  were  different  from  those  at  which  and  capricious  manner  in  which  the  present 
they  were  located  during  the  more  active  system  worked.  The  more  serious  evil  re- 
part  of  their  career.  Experience  showed  maincd  to  be  noticed,  and  he  could  not  desig- 
that  it  was  in  the  usual  course  for  seamen  nate  it  otherwise  than  as  the  insolvency  of 
to  enter  first  into  the  foreign  trade,  and,  the  fund.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  de- 
Hubsequently,  as  their  powers  began  to  de-  monstrate  the  insolvency  of  the  fund  bj 
cay,  they  CHtablished  themselves  in  the  any  nice  calculations;  it  would  he  sufficient 
coasting  trade ;  and  those  trades  being :  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Commissiou 
chiefly  carried  on  from  different  ports,  the  over  which  Lord  Ellenborough  presided  a 
result  of  the  regulation  which  apportioned  few  years  ago,  and  by  which  the  whole 
the  pension  to  the  port  with  which  the  last  I  subject  had  been  ably  investigated  and 
five  years  of  service  were  connected,  was  scrutinised.  That  Commission,  of  whicb 
disadvantageous  to  the  sailor  in  the  way  '  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
he  had  stated.  To  show  how  the  system  |  Tower  Hamlets  was  a  member,  and  as* 
worked,  it  was  only  necessary  to  refer  to  sisted  by  Mr.  Finlayson,  the  actuary, 
the  tonnage  of  four  ports,  and  the  number  established  the  fact  that  the  fiind  was  in  a 
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state  of  complete  insolvency,  and  tbat  if 
it  were  allowed  to  go  on  for  a  short  time 
longer  the  result  must  he  utter  ruin.  The 
Commission  held  that,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine as  to  the  solvency  of  the  fund,  re- 
course must  he  had  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples hy  which  insurance  societies  were 
regulated ;  for  the  fund  differed  from  pri- 
vate henefit  societies  only  in  being  compul- 
sory instead  of  voluntary,  and  in  having 
its  contributions  and  distributions  deter- 
mined by  law  instead  of  hy  agreement. 
Tried  by  that  test  the  fund  proved  to  be 
insolvent  in  the  aggregate,  and  also  more 
or  less  in  all  its  parts.  In  various  ports 
the  fund  appeared  to  be  more  or  less  in  a 
comparatively  prosperous  condition ;  but 
there  was  scarcely  one  in  which,  if  left 
under  the  existing  system,  it  would  not 
shortly  become  insolvent.  The  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  fund  in  respect  to  existing 
pensions  on  December  31,  1846,  were  thus 
stated  in  the  report  of  Lord  Ellenborough*s 
Commission:- — 

"1.  Of  the  whole  Fund.  —  Value  of  exist- 
ing pensions,  506,586Z.  45.  5d.;  investments, 
202,696/.  4s.  6d. ;  balance  in  hand,  29,925^  6s.  Ud.: 
balance  against  the  whole  fund,  273,964 Z.  145. 1^. 
2.  Of  the  Funds  under  the  Management  of  the 
London  Corporation. — Value  of  existing  pensions, 
162,439/.  165.;  investments,  53,944/.;  balance  in 
hand,  857/.  155.  lOd. ;  balance  against  this  part, 
107,638/.  05.  2d,  3.  Of  the  Aggregate  Funds 
of  the  Outports.  —  Value  of  existing  pensions, 
844,146/.  85.  5d.;  investments,  148,752/.  45.  5d.; 
balance  in  hand,  29,067/.  IO5.  Id.:  balance  against 
outport  funds,  166,326/.  135.  lid." 

The  state  of  things  which  he  had  de- 
scribed had  attracted  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament and  of  successive  Administrations. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Dover  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  intro- 
duced a  Bill  which  was  intended  as  a 
remedy  for  the  evil.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Oxford  also  intro- 
duced a  Bill  for  the  same  object.  It  was 
likewise  his  (Mr.  Labouchere*s)  lot  two 
years  ago  to  bring  in  a  measure  founded 
on  the  report  of  Lord  EUenborongh's  Com- 
mission. All  these  attempts  of  successive 
Goyemments  to  cure  the  evil  had  unfor- 
timately  failed.  The  Bill  which  he  intro- 
duced proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  effect 
a  saving  by  consolidating  the  various  boards 
established  for  the  administration  of  the 
fond.  It  was  intended  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  fund  should  be  altogether 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Trinity-house. 
It  was  further  proposed,  by  way  of  aug- 
menting the  fund  and  rescuing  it  from  in- 
solTency,  that  Is,  &  ton  should  be  paid  by 


shipping,  and  that  the  sum  of  25,000Z.  a 
year,  which  was  paid  by  the  Trinity-house 
for  analogous  purposes,  should  be  united 
to  the  Seamen's  Fund,  and  administered 
in  conjunction  with  it.  It  was  likewise  pro-^ 
posed  that  at  the  expiration  of  five  years 
no  more  pensions  should   be   granted  to 
widows   and   orphans.      Those   were    the 
chief  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  he  intro- 
duced, and  they  were  founded  upon  the 
recommendations   of  the  report  of  Lord 
Ellenborough's  Commission,  for  he  did  not 
feel  himself  warranted  in  departing  from 
the  suggestions  of  that  able  and  well-con- 
sidered document.     The  representatives  of 
the  shipping  interest  in  that  House  were 
so  unanimous  in  their  condemnation  of  the 
proposal  for  placing  a  tax  of  Is,  a  ton  on 
shipping,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
it.     It  was  now  necessary  for  the  House 
to  consider  what  should  be  done.    To  post- 
pone that  consideration  further,  would  be 
improper  in  the  face  of  the  just  and  grow- 
ing discontent  of  the  seamen  with  refer- 
ence to  the  question.     No  one,  he  appre- 
hended, would  recommend  that  the  thing 
should  be  allowed  to  take  its  own  course 
until  utter  insolvency  ensued,  and  that  the 
seamen  who  had  been  compelled,  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  contribute  to  the  fund  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  their  lives,  in  the  expec- 
tation of  receiving  a  pension,  should  be  left 
destitute  in  their  old   age.      The  House 
and  the  country  were  responsible  to  the 
seamen  for  their  pensions.      It  would  be 
dangerous  to  disregard  the  just  claims  of 
the  seamen ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  appeal 
to   a  sentiment   of  prudence  ;    he   would 
rather  appeal  to  a  sense  of  justice.     Dis- 
missing,  therefore,   the    supposition   that 
Parliament  would  allow  matters  to  remain 
as  they  were,  two  courses  were  open  to 
them.     One  was  to  undertake  the  respon- 
sibility of  discharging  all  legitimate  claims 
upon  the  fund,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  system  as  one  which  had 
proved  to  be  vicious.     To  that  course  ho 
could  not  accede.     The  other  was,  to  put 
the  fund  on  a  proper  footing,  and  to  pro- 
vide in  future  for  seamen  not  unequal  and 
inadequate   pensions,  but  pensions  which 
would  be  valuable  to  seamen  in  their  old 
age,  and  which  might  conduce  to  an  im- 
portant national  object,  by  inducing  mari- 
ners to  engage  coutinuously  in  the  service 
of  England,  and  attach  themselves  to  her 
shores.      Those,  then,  were   the    objects 
which  he  proposed  effecting  by  the  mea- 
sure he  was  about  to  introduce.     In  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Lord  EUenborough's 
Commission,  that  the  fund  ought  to  be 
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placed  under  control  amhorlty.  he  entirely  |  cure  for  them  a  Talnable  pension  in  old 
concurred.     It  ▼nji  Iiis  opinion,  also,  that   age,   the  increase  would  be    readily  so- 


this  central  authuHcv  -houlti  not  be  a  Go- 
yernment  board.  ')ut  an  insiitution  inde- 
pendent tit*  the  Government,  and  he,  there- 
fore, propostni,  ad  Lord  Ellen  borough's 
Commission  had  dune,  to  entrust  the  gene- 
ral management  of  the  fund  to  the  Trinity- 
house,  with  authuritv  Zo  amaliramate  with 
it  their  own  annual  fund  of  2.5,<J00^.,  and 
to  dispense  both  under  >me  uniform  system. 
At  tho  same  time,  it  was  desirable  that 
tho  Trinitv-huuso  should  not  exercise 
tho  power  eontidod  to  them  altogether 
without  control :  and,  therefore,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  two  mercantile  naval  of- 
ficers, who,  under  the  other  Bill  which  he 
hail  opened  to  the  House  that  evening, 
were  to  advise  the  Boanl  of  Trade  on  mat- 
tors  con  not*  tod  with  the  subject  to  which 
that  measure  related,  should  be  joined 
with  the  Trinity-house  in  the  management 
and  distribution  of  the  fund.  It  would  also 
ho  provided  that  tho  Trinity-house  should 
pretiont  periodical  accounts  of  the  state  of 
tho  fund  to  i\irliamout  and  tho  Board  of 
Trade  ;  tiiis  would  furnish  a  security  for 
y^iHui  nuiiia«;('nicnt.  The  next  point  to 
which  hn  would  call  tho  attention  of  the 
CoiiiiiiilltM)  wu.H,  that  if  tho  Merchant  Sea- 
iiitiii  Kuiiil  w«*m  to  bo  continued,  it  ought 
to  j/ivi!  thnabl'Ml  MiMiincn  something  worth 
liiiviiiL'      Thi^  w niched  doles  bestowed  on 


cepted.  But  he  farther  proposed  to  re- 
vert to  the  original  rules  of  the  insti- 
tution with  respect  to  the  penaions  of 
widows  and  children.  If  thej  wished  to 
keep  within  reasonable  boanda,  they  mnit 
revert  to  the  system  by  which  pemioni 
or  gratuities  were  given  only  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  sailors  killed  or 
drowned  in  the  seryice.  The  alteration 
was  not  intended  to  apply  to  widows  or 
orphans  who  now  received  pensions,  for 
such  a  measure  would  be  harsh  and  nnjott 
Nay  more,  he  felt  it  would  be  Tery  impro- 
per to  deprive  of  pensions  those  who  had  a 
strong  probability  of  receiving  them.  He 
proposed  that,  after  a  period  of  ^re  years, 
no  names,  except  those  of  the  widows  oif 
sailors  killed  or  drowned,  should  be  plaeed 
on  the  lists  ;  so  that,  for  the  next  fivo 
years,  all  widows  would  have  their  names 
placed  on  tho  lists.  There  would  still  re- 
main a  deficiency  of  30,0002.  a  year  to  be 
supplied  before  the  fund  could  be  bronght 
to  a  state  of  solvency.  On  the  whole,  he 
was  prepared  to  recommend  that  that 
30,000^.  a  year  should  not  be  drawn  finom 
a  tax  on  the  shipowner,  or  from  an  in- 
creased mulct  on  the  sailor,  bot  should  be 
contributed  by  that  House.  Considering 
the  great  public  and  national  objects  rf 
retaining  to  the  State  the  serrieea  of  their 


ihiiiii  w«^i4}  of  liLlln  use;  and  the  fund  would  >  sailors,  he  believed  it  would  be  aonnd  po- 
iinL  bo  }il.ii!od  on  a  Hutisfactory  footing  un-  '  licj,  as  well  as  true  humanity,  to  assist  a 
li-.^.4  ib<-y  iiiiK-d  tho  payments  to  such  an !  fund  in  which  that  class  were  so  interested 
.iiiiiioiii  a-:  to  iM<M'riNo  a  material  influence  |  by  a  moderate  contribution ;  and  he  had 
on  ihi  >i  riiiiditioii  ill  old  ngo.  It  was  pro- 1  every  reason  to  think  —  baring  gone 
j,<m4'iI,  ihf.Mdoit',  that  tho  merchant  sea-  through  the  calculations,  and  c<»sulted 
i.Miii  .:liiiiilil  not  icrcive  loss  thanCJ.  a  day  Mr.  Finlays*3n — that,  according  to  the 
ii.^iii  tlii^  toiid  ;  but!  it  appeared  just  and  '  plan  of  which  the  chief  proviuons  had  now 
.i'.|i.i  iliaL,  tx".  tho  nuitributions  were  to  been  dosoribed,  a  systeca  would  be  estab- 
.'.  <:')u.kl.  «o '•.hould  tht;  pensions — that  it  li shed  which  shoold  oaiure  to  a  master  or 
ctiMild  li'ft  cliiiiictr,  according  as  a  man  was  ma:c«  the  m-x&esi  he  becomes  disabled,  a 
«  .1.  «!■,»« II  at  .Siiiidi:itaiid  and  Liverpool,  p^^Tisior.  c:  If.  a  dsy.  a&d  to  a  coBsmon 
it.»)  t.'.   di'itjl'l   h.i«<:  three  times  as  much   »d:':r  cVs   a  d&y.     Sc^.'h  wes«  tlie  outfiocs 

:i*  <•:  lici-;  b*  T-*cnT^  to  recommend. 
i   ,.»  .i»'..'.'\,  III- 0,  til  it  «.'Vorv  one  who    Hi-  wi5  i^-irv  c:  il-^  ci&nliT  which  at- 


,••  .1 


•• » 


■»n\ 


). .  /M'.ul'I   h^i":  at  hiiy  Other  port.     It 
J.,  .j,',.v  I,  til-  0,   til  it  «.'Vory   one   who 
...>,)    .-J.i  il'l,    on    an    average,    re- 
i\  I    ^  ilo  .    «h':n   !i»j  bvramo  a  p*::- 

a 

i.<  ',i'i:i  t'l  *:'kki  that  objo^.r.  iz 

I..'.  .•  .t  ■.■:i"  I    I't    fi.ali':    roiiiO    imp-jr:^:".: 

J,,     j.i.i:     i.j-ir'i'-.^    iT-jTH    wi::r. 

••  ;  *.      'i  •: ; .  J  - 1 ,      ii-'i  I      i'.  ^:•      "-Z 

.•  :    "y-.     *.  .  :     i  .'.-     "i'.  m     1  "• 
'.' .'    'J     -  * 
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•'.VIA    ^t     ni»:i . 
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'.':T.:.:d  zi'i  fitr-'ic*::  :d  r-c  w:as  coniineed 
:*iii.  .:•.  ?:.::•£  T-iy  cc  c<ii<r.  the  House 
r.-u*i  -j-jL  -9'.-:*.  -  :  ii«i  ii  wy^U  be  sean- 
£il:c*  -f  rr^rr^r*  ▼•£•:*  r:  ^*  kA  in  their 
rr^sft";  ^c^tj.'^t.  ^i  x-Ii  a^^T^d  that  the 
Tt:.  '''i  'l*bl  Tr-igiwfc  w:<cji  ginc  the 
^•i:^^fT  $;Lr.»Ciik"ri:a  ?:  a  ^laas  of  men  who 
£: Si •"'•;•£  Ti»f  syiiu'.miii  i3»i  care  of  the 
*.  .:-jr-sii  "L"*i  r*  n-uri  sa  iij  ^Las$  of  Her 
'..I  .s*;  *  Tsiijj.i  ",-.7s^  uiL  Tj-  w^*.iea  imm 
."^.':«.'!2:<u..'i  IT    ni;rt<'^  ^wcjt  "Kf  awarded  for 


I'f 


'•»ri:u»»t**ti     Uj-ijii    ;  c^-. :•:".«. !ii   vj-^jlI  «^    liw.  ?4C  &  Skc 


Jiaasd 


693 


The  Merchant 


^Feb.  11} 


Seamen's  Fund. 


694 


Mr.  HUME  said,  ho  approved  of  the 
plan  of  centralisation  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  dissented  from 
tho  provision  that  thej  ought  to  supply 
this  fund  by  substracting  from  the  scanty 
wages  of  the  seaman.     Why  not,  as  the 
Committee  upstairs  recommended,  abolish 
the  light-dues,  and  place  a  duty  of  Is,  a 
ton  once  a  year  on  the  registered  tonnage 
of  the    country — an   impost  which  would 
not  only  maintain  all  the  lighthouses,  but 
provide  ample  funds   for  the  object  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  in  view  ?     The 
late  Mr.  Soames  was  of  opinion  that  Is, 
per  ton  on  the  tonnage  registered  once  a 
year  upon  the  whole  of  tho  ships  of  all 
nations,  would  maintain  all  the  lighthouses 
in  Scotland,   England,  and  Ireland,  and 
leave  an  adequate  fund  for  a  pension  of  at 
least  6^.  a  day  to  the  seaman.     He  was 
surprised    that    the    Government    should 
think  of  placing  more  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Trinity-house.     It  would  be  found 
that  tho  people  at  the  Trinity-house  could 
not  properly  manage  this  fund.    As  it  was, 
the    lighthouse    dues    at    present    paid, 
amounted  to  from  350,0002.  to  400,0002. 
a  year,  while  the  system  of  management 
was  most    unsatisfactory   and    imperfect. 
He  considered  the  Trinity-house  to  be  a 
groat  burden,  and  he  could  not  conceive 
why  the  lighthouses  in  this  as  in  all  other 
countries    were    not    maintained    by   the 
State.     Of  what  use  was  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell or  Sir  James  Graham  as  members  of 
the    Trinity-house?      The    thing   was   a 
mere  mockery.     There  was  evidence  upon 
the  table  to  show  that  every  shipowner  was 
willing  to  contribute  Is,  per  ton  to  the 
abolition  of  the  lighthouse  dues  and  for  the 
provision  of  a  seaman's  fund.    Those  funds 
were  now  extended  as  a  matter  of  favour, 
whereas  they  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  right. 
The  seaman  ought  to  have  the  same  right 
to  a  pension  as  the  soldier.     He  protested 
against  putting  any  more  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Trinity- house.      No  class  of  | 
men  led  a  more  severe  and  arduous  life  \ 
than   seamen.     They  were  generally  at- 
tacked    with     rheumatism,    and     seldom 
reached  even  the  middle  period  of  human 
life.     Why  should  there  be  a  divided  man- 
agement of  the  Seamen's  Fund  ?     Why 
should  it  bo  partly  administered   by  the : 
Board  of  Trade  and  partly  by  the  Trinity- 1 
house  ?    Why  not  altogether  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  ?     The  Government  actually  dc-  ■ 
elared  itself  incompetent  to  manage  a  public 
fond  without  calling  upon   the    Trinity- 
IwQse  for  aid.     The  sum  which  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  take  from  the 
sailor,  although  it  sounded  small,  was  a 
great  deal  to  him,  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  poor  merchant  sailor  was 
thus  mulcted,  and  why  tho  commercial 
marine  of  this  country  was  obliged  to 
maintain  the  lighthouses,  whilst  Her 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  gentlemen's 
yachts  did  not  contribute  a  shilling.  Ha 
felt  bound  to  express  his  decided  dis« 
satisfaction  at  many  of  the  provisions  of  tho 
measure. 

Sir  G.  CLERK  observed  that,  as  Vice* 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  ho  had 
introduced  a  Bill  on  the  subject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  taunted  him  for  not  bringing 
it  forward  sooner;  but  from  the  objections 
taken  to  the  most  important  part  of  tho 
measure,  which  agreed  with  tho  present 
one  in  regard  to  centralisation  of  manage- 
ment and  equalisation  of  pensions,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  drop  the  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  experience 
opposition  from  the  outports  where  some 
funds  were  perfectly  solvent — others  the 
reverse ;  and  many  had  been  formed  by 
liberal  donations  from  parties  who  desired 
to  benefit  persons  connected  with  their  own 
port.  He  feared  an  attempt  was  made  to 
do  too  much  with  small  weekly  or  monthly 
subscriptions.  Few  sailors  were  fit  for 
service  after  45  or  50 ;  a  seaman  was  for- 
timate  if  he  were  employed  ten  months  in 
the  year,  and  tho  fund  raised  from  pay- 
ments of  If.  a  week  was  obviously  inade* 
quate.  But  he  doubted  the  policy  of 
raising  the  payment  to  Is.  6d.  In  the 
end  the  money  must  be  paid  in  additional 
wages  by  the  shipowners,  who  would  be 
better  pleased  if  a  yearly  contribution 
were  required  of  Is,  per  ton,  which  would 
yield  51.  for  every  21.  raised  at  present, 
lie  did  not  understand  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether,  in  addition  to  the 
Is.  6d.  a  month,  he  intended  to  take  the 
sum  of  25,000Z.  at  present  paid  by  the 
Trinity-house,  and  that  then  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  of  30,000Z.  to  be  supplied 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund.  For  himself, 
he  must  say,  if  it  were  thought  essential 
to  maintain  this  pension  fund,  that  ho  did 
not  see  the  equity  of  granting  a  bounty  of 
30,0002.  a  year  to  the  shipping  interest  at 
this  moment,  when  there  were  other  inte- 
rests which  had  equally  strong  claims.  He 
thought  it  would  be  infinitely  preferable  to 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  liord  E lion- 
borough's  Commission,  which  ho  regarded 
as  a  much  simpler  and  better  plan.    Ho 
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should  like  to  know  also  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  grant  these 
pensions,  suhjcet  to  a  certain  length  of 
service  or  age  of  the  seaman,  or  was  the 
disposal  of  this  large  sum  of  money  to  be 
left  with  the  hoard  ?  Unless  some  check 
of  that  nature  were  imposed,  he  feared 
that  the  amount  spoken  of  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  inadequate  to 
the  purpose  contemplated. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  more  successful  in 
pointing  out  the  difficulties  of  the  question 
than  any  practical  remedies.  Of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  case  he  was  well  aware,  and 
he  knew  how  strong  was  the  objection 
raised  by  local  interests  to  any  settlement 
of  the  question  that  involved  the  principle 
of  centralisation — a  principle,  however, 
without  which  he  was  convinced  it  would 
be  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory 
conclusion.  With  the  greatest  reluctance 
he  had  proposed  to  increase  the  contribu- 
tions from  the  sailors;  and  he  should  not 
have  done  so  unless  it  were  accompanied 
with  a  grant  of  30,000Z.  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  Under  the  circumstances,  he 
had  no  fear,  if  this  Bill  were  properly  ex- 
plained to  the  sailor,  but  it  would  become 
most  popular.  It  was  in  truth  a  most 
liberal  measure,  and  he  was  sure  when  the 
sailor  saw  the  fund  placed  on  a  sound 
foundation,  and  himself  receiving  an  in- 
creased pension,  he  would  view  it  in  that 
light.  With  regard  to  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  he  must 
observe,  that  the  question  of  light-dues  was 
not  before  the  Committee;  hut  he  believed 
that  by  the  measure  of  last  Session  great 
and  substantial  relief  had  been  granted  to 
the  shipping  interest ;  and  he  had  received 
most  satisfactory  assurances  from  the  coast- 
ing trade  to  that  effect.  Not  only  had  the 
Trinity-house  carried  out  fully  the  assur- 
ances which  he  had  made  in  their  name, 
but  other  corporations,  feeling  the  pressure 
of  public  opinion,  were  acting  in  the  same 
manner.  Only  two  days  ago  he  had  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  Liverpool,  in- 
forming him  that  the  pilotage  board  of  that 
town  had  made  a  regulation  by  which  steam- 
boats between  Liverpool  and  Ireland  would 
no  longer  be  required  to  take  pilots  unless 
they  used  them;  and,  by  this  relaxation, 
3,000/.  a  year  would  be  saved  to  one  com- 
pany alone.  Before  asking  the  House  to 
arm  the  Government  with  more  compulsory 
and  summary  powers  in  these  matters,  he 
was  anxious  to  allow  time  for  public  opin- 
ion to  have  its  full  influence. 


Mr.  W.  FAGAN  was  opposed  to  the 
system  of  centralisation,  as  suggested  bj 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  concurred  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dover  in  his  regret  that  the  right  hon. 
President  had  not  brought  the  same  mea^ 
sure  which  he  had  introduced  two  yean 
ago,  for  he  thought  the  shipping  interest 
of  this  country  and  of  Ireland  would  eon- 
tribute  Is,  A  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  the 
country,  as  they  had  an  equal  interest  with 
the  sailor  in  the  matter.  He,  however, 
concurred  in  the  principle  of  the  measure, 
as  he  thought  it  most  desirable  that  the 
pensions  should  he  raised  to  6d,  a  day. 
lie  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
reconsider  the  question  as  to  the  irapositi<m 
of  Is,  on  the  tonnage. 

Sir  W.  clay  explained  the  coune 
which  had  been  taken  by  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough's  Commission,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  Member,  and  confessed  that,  paternity 
apart,  ho  should  have  preferred  a  measure 
founded  upon  that  report  to  the  present 
plan.  At  the  same  time,  that  even  was 
preferable  to  allowing  the  fund  to  fall  to  the 
ground.  He  quite  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  cutting  off  the  pensions  to  widows  except 
in  the  case  of  accident  or  drowning.  With 
regard  to  pensions  to  the  seamen  them- 
selves, it  might  often  happen  that  an  ex- 
cellent sailor  might,  through  accident,  be 
prevented  from  following  his  avocation  at 
an  early  age.  The  Commission,  feeling 
this  difficulty,  had  used  no  other  qualify- 
ing term  than  *' disabled."  He  thought, 
that,  in  order  to  do  justice,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  give  a  large  discretionaij 
power  to  those  who  should  have  the  distri- 
bution of  the  fund. 

Mr.  CARDWELL  said,  that  when  a 
proposal  of  this  sort  was  announced  to 
them  for  the  first  time — a  proposal  from 
the  Government  to  make  from  the  Conso- 
lidated Fund  a  grant  of  30.000^  a  year, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  present  them  with 
something  like  a  million  of  money,  it  was 
desirable  that  hon.  Gentlemen  should  have 
time  allowed  them  to  consider  the  subject, 
and  to  consult  with  their  constituents  be- 
fore pledging  themselves  to  anything  defi- 
nite. The  difficulties  which  had  hereto- 
fore occurred  had  arisen  from  insolTcncy, 
occasioned  by  bad  management;  and  it 
was  now  proposed  to  place  the  funds  under 
central  instead  of  local  management.  He 
thought  the  experience  thej  had  had  of 
central  management  in  London  was  not 
such  as  to  encourage  them  to  expect  that 
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these  fniidt  vnTild  1*  li«*ixer  admiiiisierea  irt/if n  Ijf   cr^ud  LLve  dc-  Tiretpcsions ;  but 

bT  a  <*innJ  ihUtbdriTr  iLll  x'h*'T  had  iitttn:  the  liieas-u-e  viis  f.-cudeu   on  the  recom- 

bi*  l^ekl  m&iif^erfL.     TiieL;iL.  ]klen.':*er  for  i::)euc;&L'i:':i  of  l  ^:r^.rai&KJOL  frTOoicLed  dur> 

Cork  &2id  Liziiieif  nt]»Tifiii£*cl  lo  rerireafiLi  iLr  liJi   it^i   ^£«tt.i:in  »:-  cozl^jac:^  this  im- 

plu«&  irLert-  fnudi-  hhc  tetL  well  r.n>TiBre»d  ^lortLni  qa-rsrloL,  ti  ibv  L-it&d  of  which  was 

bj  k*L!l  fcuthnrititt..  whiji  c-:a:irLl  iDLiitre-  Lj.-u  .'o'li  Hat,  vL;.  Likd  laifcij  resigned 

meet  Ltd  resniiitL  ii;  iiis:i:r*'iii-T.     Ht  iiit-  Li*  «sfi:  it  iht*  E^ast-..  ado  who  La-J  1««ti 

derexcKid  :i  wtj  TrinTiOJ^fc  lUi.;  iht  i**:LtrL  i*a=-':r;i*»i   i t  iLr   cLtlrniLii  of  UctJ's,   }it 

iiiasair{^3>eLi  cr  in*-  fnudt  r-hnii'ic  :»e  it  lue  Wrvizri-!  :•:  iL-:-  il:»=«i  t-Tiiiiii-ri;  *.L:j»c»wiit'rs  of 

hands  c^  tri*"  TriLhr  LLitj-L.  L.iui*.c":T  f^.tz^i  iht   i-:'::itrT.  LZii  lI*.;-  I-t  xr^utleniexi  tiro- 

Gensl&^i €-i  fr :iiL  iii*-  Ii hlj-l  ■. if  T rt it.   N  ■: v .  :'r!*.f;lL r  thr  1. 'rL fcs:  *.t > e.L  »i£ c    t d ow]ed je. 

hetboiLrli  th«.t  '!7i£Lij*;i:i*?L  fr:»n-  ibr  I»;itri  Hr  :=.•:;..  therefi-re.  iLl:  Le  t-ronr^i  forwArd 


of  Tradtf  w:.tj£  !•£■  Iltt-'T  t;.  Lai*  Terr  i-;.L-  iLf-  I-l,  riiM.  tni-i-rhT  wLiti  wonid  isdoc^ 

sidenLie  co-tro:  ii  th-i  d'lKiiishJoi.  c-f  yez^-  iir  n.-s^r  ;.:  rr:v:::Tt  ;i  iriiL  lATonr,  aad  to 

aioiis,  wlii-1  were  2j:»i   t:-  \*z    i::.t inert    :■:  r-^^^  -i  'Siitlr  Aii«i.i>r  t-Mis^iJerAiior.     He 

right  bcT  of  fAToiL-:  Aiii  iLfj  woiJi  riid  w;.:J^  ji.>  tiAic-  l:-  tr.-r  E:-'!**  ihe  c"cijeral 

much  j^AilciiifT  ox  thr  T»Lr;   .•:  inia-l  eoLiri-  T-r-iii'ij-li*  ol  wUti  ile  lj'l\  was  foiiadcni: 
bntors,  if  the  fznii  ver*-  Ttifctt^d  t:  tui-i.  ll  ■  al'I   br   leJe-red.  if  ii    were   A-doi-ted,  ix 

extent  in  ihr  Ti :■▼**:  :.f  tLr  •>; vi;n.Tirn .  w:.::ji   on-lttsr  ihe  fc:-tL;w]*idrt^d  erils  of 

lix.  HFAI'LA  V    piosaiic'rei,  liit*  tir  il-*-  T're>rL"i  j-tj::.?!!.  Aijd  woiijd  wad  irju^ 

ehang^es  prc'Ti:*?-.!  ij  iL*-  r.n*  L-o--  Ge-i.-  rlLlj  -u-  inj-r^Tc  tl*  \*z3^z:z  of  the  *.hiji5 

tlemast.  eLiIiJei  "*-  '"-^  ti-  iLi  ir-Li.'!:?  ::  iit  rirAr^^^  iz.  i-nr  iwrt^Ai.:  satt.     The  pre- 


alupowaers  cf  I'lie  irn^nirr.  Ht   ilr.  Hr^Li-  s-rr**  ijcien  of  Zj€Aif -rectiLi  wi^  estAbiisb- 

lami  did  itoi  irr-ir  w':ii  ilr  lie.  ii-eiLi-er  **!  ':t  li.  A:i  jJA?&tii  :-  I'^e  '/iL  Vicioria,  to 

for  LlTer^i'.i:'.  ir.  LU  o"i;*i:tj:c^  i:  l  sJsi^-Zj  ob^iii/e  ilc  Crfeti*  or  iLe  j-restLi  sjstem. 

of  eeatTAi  iiiAiiLr^'n.'^i.: :  fi-r  Lr   irr^Tiei  TL-;  :■:  1.1.1. z-=-  of  ti-?  iiiijis  Lad  previocflT 

that  izz>dtrr  s^:i:L  a  tTsi,ezL  I'lc  fzii*  w^:*  lerL  cAli-::lA^£i5  Lt  ile  t-reA-diL  aiid  lenirih 

like] J  to  l»r  Aiii:i-'.v:e:ri   ^l:i   zlt  m-rr  :f  iir  Te»=^   a".;::*.  wiiLozi  eoniidt-ring 

jostiee  aui  fAinr-is  iLai;  wa£  tic  i-j-h:  a;  :if^!r  Itt::.-     T'lLa  lei  -■:■  iLe  cc-astrocuon 

prefect.  Ht  t-: j-.-::rrt?i  w:ti  •.LrL.L.  >!-:=.■-  ::  ri:pr.  wiiL  a  t:-:w  ::»  iV*  jii.Tii.rr.1  of 

ber  for  MocirirH: :-  v.- V'-.g  iLai  :Lr  sLAre  tMr-irr  d--*.  :r.  a  n  Airier  e:iLAl-T  iacon- 

of  eontro!  wLi:L  wa*  ::::..i?^i  :o  ":»r  ^-ixerL  =l=:rL:  w::i  iL-elr  atj-i-atalcc  a«  works  of 

to  the  TriiJ-iT  hjLri  ▼:••_*.£  i»e  irrr  -.  .'r::-  at:,  ali  wl-J:  ;:»i  sAiliLz  CTiiliiie*.     Un- 

tionable;  f:r.   A'Ti:-i-i  :La:  *:«.tAri  i.r.;-  i^r  ::.e  Trts^Li  ?T*:^rj  .;f  TDrAs-reaet:, 

nallr  coz^ir.Lzvri  1':. >.'!*.  a  T->Ar  t:-  :lr  L.wrTer.  iz.  £•:•=: !•-::!. j  :Le:L i-en; a:  CAiiachT 

lands,  the  a2l:-::i.:  wa=  reLl>  c-Ari'ri  -:':i.  :f  a  =i:t-.  :Lr  ■I-:-::':;  0:  :Le  t-jsj^^!.  as  wrll 

the  shipowii*r*.     11  e  v.-^i  n-Ti^r  s-rf;  iLr  a=  -/is  l^TiriL  AL-i  L-rridiL.  was  tikrn  \tao 

funds  coder  :L-t  c-.Lirii   :f  a  :eiT.:L^:':le  •;:i.rii^rA::  ji.:   1-3:  eiT'erieiiiie  Lad  shown 

GoTemmeLt    bi^-f.    rrir-irH:!:*-!    iz   :i-i;  ::.i:  -.L-:-  riisiirz  stsu-tj  was  s^-^ikreelr  an 

House,  and  wi.,  zz.'..:l\  ij  -/i^!r  rr:trrj^ri-  iv-TTiTv-A-;  "l>:.-  iLa:  :':r  wLich  h  had 
tatire  be  caII^:  -:»:l  :.r  -trjliLi::-::!*  as  !  b«::i  i-Vsiituiei.  S';.'.j-s  were  or::*:  :a  a 
to  the  discLari-e  '.f  :Lrlr  d--":les.                     '  iz^-Lor  -B-LicL  woiili  er.Ar«]e  tLem  10  carrr 

■'I  • 

■    S^      t.*"*/-    i* '.".""■*  r*    /^f*"*"*    -t?    •  I- i     ."■•■  i*  yfct-.  •  ^/»ja 

tomore::^  K::i«^.  ::-k:  .<=.-*  vr  r.-i  :  -r.rr  ■'  ^--*-r-  »^----  T.".{'  ri:si:r.j  STsi^m, 
in  a  Bill  i-jr  r^r^i^s  --^t  v^riiii.:  Sea^ri*  :.tr  >>.:vT.>i.  vj-rntvi  t-ttt  ur.jus:>  wiih 
Fund."  j  rrjiri  : 0  iLe  jirr^r   cliss   •:■:  Tc-iscls  as 

i  c:i-T»ir€^:  w;:h   :J-e   s::^i:ler   cliss.      The 
jii/^r..^^  \ >.^^A    ..    ^  .  -^ .^ 5 V i: vra   -if  rr.rAs^rcTi-rr.:   w i . .; .1  Lid   l-een 

MjlLABOV'IHPIKE  =i:d. he  :^  r»i'vn  rr.>:='^i  bv  :he  c-i-nirii-^i-.a.  ar,d  whk-b  he 
to  trespass  iip-ja  the  At-.-^LtiiL  of  :':.-:  Hius^  1  TeLi-ired  en  ::.v:r  a-i:.  i-ritv  :o  reo  •mmend 
for  a  few  mom€;.' ts.  w!:h  rvi'ar  i  :o  a  r:,oa-  "  :•>  ihe  House,  was  *ryz.^\iA  ^I"  -  *^^  basis 
soze  which  wa?  of  iTri:  i-.r-^.rtiLee  to  :'.•?  0:  rci'.  T-;wer  <*:  Cirrvinc  cirsro.  as  -;ea- 
meremntile  mar!:-*  :::'■-•■;  CvU-.trr.  ;■:::  -r-m  !  survi  st  :he  '^irr-'aoenon:  «■:  water,  ^-^r  the 
mich  he  f  jit  h  Lx  h:  ^ :  : :.  :■ :  v. :-; :  -r :. :  to  ex-  c :  rre  :■  t  *:  i  tern  a',  cu' . :  j :- 1  e :  n  tenu  0 :  ib  e  v  es- 
preia  an  opinion.  lie  Lai  r.:-^  t>  ilj-^-z  a  !  -^1.  T::e  co2-.ri:s=!;-::-:TS  had  sujr^t-s:ed  an 
resolntion  for  I^rarri  :.,   '.rlr.j  :::  i  E:!l  f:r    a-i'-jstrr.'.:.:  ..:   the  r.ew  :•>  t:.-?  ./.d  svsteai. 


regulating  the  A<L-£.eis-re:r.^r-:  ::  :':.^  ton- 
nage and  borde  n  of  nierc  ii  a  - :  t  \.  '.y'.i.z.  It 
WAS  obfions  that  in  'ieAllL^  -r-I'.L  this  .^ub- 
jeel,  icientifie  knowledge  was  :eY-iired,  to 


which  he  Ar'prehv..dvi  wo::!i  be  carried 
Out  witr.:-.::  anv  r.raeticil  -liSou'tT:  but  he 
would  r.ot  tr:'nb'ie  the  Iliuse  with  details 
on  these  matters.     lie  would  onlv  obserr^ 
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to  be  allowed  to  introduce  it,  and  tbat  the 
discussion  would  be  taken  on  the  seoond 
reading.      The  first  alteration  which  he 


that,  with  regard  to  steam  ships,  the  en- 
gine rooms  would  not  be  included  in  the 
admeasurement  of  tonnage. 

"  3.  Retohed — That  the  Chairman  be  directed 
to  move  the  House,  that  leaTe  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Admeasurement 
of  the  Tonnage  and  Burthen  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping." 

Resolutions  reported. 

Bill  on  the  First  Resolution,  Bill  on  the 
Second  Resolution,  and  Bill  on  the  Third 
Resolution,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Bernal,  Mr.  Labouchere,  and  Sir 
Francis  Baring. 

PARLIAMENTARY  VOTERS,  ETC. 
(IRELAND). 

Sib  W.  SOMERVILLE,  in  rising  to 
move  for  leaye  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  laws  for  regulating  the  qualification 
and  registration  of  Parliamentary  voters  in 
Ireland,  said,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  any  lengthened  details, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  twice  before  obtained 
leave  of  the  House  to  lay  this  Bill — in 
substance — on  the  table,  but  which,  for 
nnayoidable  reasons,  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  proceed  with  beyond  a  second  read- 
ing. He  might,  however,  say,  that  the 
necessity  of  some  such  measure  had  in- 
creased since  the  matter  was  last  under 
consideration ;  and  they  had  now  arrived 
at  that  point  when  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, if  they  meant  to  have  constitu- 
encies in  Ireland  at  all — and,  as  they  lived 
under  a  constitutional  Government,  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  meant  to  have  them — that 
some  alteration  should  be  made.  He  had 
said  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  go 
into  any  statement  of  the  details  of  the 
measure,  for,  when  ho  first  brought  in  the 
measure,  he  explained  fully  the  grounds 
on  which  it  was  proposed  to  legislate,  and 
the  particular  nature  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  He  did  not  now  propose  any 
material  alterations  from  those  provisions. 
It  would  be  remembered  that  when  he 
brought  in  the  previous  Bill,  he  said  he 
proposed  to  abolish  all  franchise  resting  on 
occupation,  and  to  substitute  for  it  a  simple 
rating  qualification,  fixing  the  value  at  8^., 
and  to  that  principle  he  proposed  still  to 
adhere.  In  the  Bill  of  last  year  ho  in- 
cluded the  town  constituencies,  and  he 
now  included  the  town  and  borough  con- 
stituencies, retaining  the  same  amount  of 
qualification,  the  82.  rating.  He  proposed, 
however,  to  make  one  or  two  alterations  in 
the  Bill  of  a  trifling  nature;  but,  as  the 
principle  was  entirely  the  same,  he  hoped 


proposed  to  make  in  the  Bill  was  to  do 
away  with  the  fixity  of  tenure,  and  give 
the  franchise  to  all  paying  an  82.  rate. 
By  the  6  &  7  Vic.  c.  9,  the  five  towns 
of  Dublin,  Cork,  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Belfast,  the  immediate  lessor  was  made 
answerable  for  the  payment  of  the  rate:  he 
proposed  that  this  should  be  extended  to 
all  Ireland.  He  proposed  also  that  teu'- 
ants  for  life  of  fee-simple,  of  the  value  of 
51,,  should  have  votes.  The  present  state 
of  things  in  Ireland,  arising  from  the  ten- 
ure of  land,  was  of  a  most  disastrous  char- 
acter, and  he  believed  that  if  the  franchise 
were  disconnected  from  it,  it  would  have  a 
most  beneficial  effect.  Having  been  per- 
mitted to  introduce  the  Bill  on  a  former 
occasion,  he  should  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  further  statement  at  present, 
but  would  simply  move  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce  it. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that,  in  offering  no  opposition  to 
the  first  reading  of  this  Bill,  no  one  was 
pledged  to  its  principle — or  that  part  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  chosen  for 
the  principle — or  the  details  of  the  BiU, 
particularly  as  to  the  amount  of  qualifica- 
tion. The  present  state  of  Ireland — al- 
though he  admitted  the  present  was  a  sea- 
son opportune  in  some  respects  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  Bill  of  this  kind — ^was  a 
reason  pro  tanto,  in  his  opinion,  why  the 
Bill  ought  not  to  advance  further.  The 
Bill  took  the  franchise  upon  the  amount  of 
rating;  but  nothing  could  be  in  a  more 
unsettled  state.  In  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try with  which  he  was  best  acquainted, 
political  changes  were  lost  in  the  social 
miseries  that  existed.  Great  would  be  the 
disappointment  of  Ireland  when  it  was 
found  that  the  first  measure  this  Session 
was  one  that  did  not  address  itself  to  the 
sustcntation  of  human  life  rather  than  to 
political  changes.  He  saw  so  many  state- 
ments, and  knew  personally  of  so  great  an 
amount  of  misery  in  his  part  of  the  coun- 
try, that  he  deeply  regretted  that  the  Mo- 
tion which  stood  upon  the  Orders  of  the 
Day  had  not  been  taken.  He  regretted 
the  illness  of  the  right  hon.  Baronot  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  the  cause, 
but  he  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
not  delay  a  single  week  before  it  addressed 
itself  to  the  relief  of  the  famine-stricken 
masses  in  Ennis,  in  Kilrush,  in  Scariff,  in 
the  county  of  Clare,  and  in  other  counties^ 
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in  all  of  which  there  reigned  a  state  of 
things  which  was  a  disgrace  to  England. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  spoken  of  leases;  hut  let  it 
not  he  understood  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
Act  as  it  stood  that  the  constituencies  had 
been  diminished.  The  Act,  as  it  stood, 
had  in  it  the  means  of  creating,  he  might 
saj,  a  multitudinous  constituency;  hut  the 
recent  diminution  had  arisen  from  circum- 
stances so  painful,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
80  well  known,  that  he  would  not  introduce 
ihem.  With  regard  to  leases,  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  country  against  them 
just  now.  The  relations  of  landlord  and 
tenant  had  been  so  unsettled  by  the  potato 
famine,  and  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws, 
that  tenants  were  not  inclined  to  make  per- 
manent engagements  of  that  kind.  The 
state  of  the  country  was,  however,  only  to 
be  met  by  measures  for  the  proposal  of 
^hich  Government  was  responsible. 

Sir  D.  NORRE  YS  denied  that  the  non- 
existence of  leases  was  not  entirely  because 
the  tenants  were  disinclined  to  accept 
leases;  the  landlords  were  equally  disin- 
clined to  give  leases.  He  thought  the  Bill 
would  disfranchise  many  freeholders. 

Mr.  H.  a.  HERBERT  observed  that 
any  system  of  franchise  founded  on  the 
present  valuation  must  entail  monstrous 
injustice,  because  it  would  differ  in  almost 
every  district.  He  begged  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  to  the  inequality  which 
existed  in  that  respect,  and  to  assure  him 
the  people  would  see  the  injustice  of  it. 

Mb.  M.  O'CONNELL  said,  that  as  to 
the  question  refen-ed  to  by  the  last  hon. 
Member,  the  guardians  would  have  the 
power  of  making  a  fair  valuation  in  six 
months.  The  only  objection  he  had  to  the 
Bill  was,  that  the  rating  of  SI.  was  too 
high,  and  he  suggested  a  rating  of  51,  as 
preferable.  It  would  turn  out,  that  those 
who  were  expected  to  have  a  rating  of  SI. 
could  not  be  rated  higher  than  at  6/.  or 
71,9  80  great  had  been  the  depreciation  of 

Spoperty  and  the  pressure  of  the  poor-law. 
J  their  legislation  they  had  made  the 
pauper  the  lord  in  fee-simple  of  the  land, 
and  had  taxed  the  hardworking  for  the 
support  of  the  idle  and  lazy.  Let  them  at 
least  give  to  those  who  were  struggling  to 
lire  on  worse  food  than  the  pauper  got  in 
the  workhouse  a  right  to  say  they  had  de- 
rired  some  benefit  from  the  legislation  of 
that  House. 

Mr.  FRENCH  was  surprised  at  a  Bill 
which^  for  the  first  time^  introduced  the 


principle  of  striking  off  those  voters  who 
had  been  already  placed  on  the  registry. 
It  was  not  only  a  Bill  for  the  extension  of 
the  suffrage,  but  for  the  collection  of  the 
poor-rates,  for  the  rate  must  be  paid  before 
the  franchise  was  available.  The  tenants- 
at-wlU  would  be  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of 
the  landlords;  or,  if  they  exercised  any 
independent  feeling,  would  be  subject  to 
eviction;  so  that  great  misery  would  be 
brought  upon  them. 

Mr.  grog  an  said,  that  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point  he  agreed  with  the  principle  of 
the  measure,  but  he  considered  that  to 
make  it  beneficial  it  would  be  necessary  to 
introduce  one  general  system  of  valuation 
throughout  Ireland.  He  asked,  was  it 
intended  that  parties  should  be  placed 
upon  the  register  who  were  simply  rated, 
or  was  the  previous  payment  of  the  rates 
to  be  required  ? 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  the 
payment  of  rates  due  up  to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary must  be  made  before  the  parties  could 
be  placed  on  the  register. 

Mr.  SCULLY  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  at  last  in 
earnest  on  this  subject — that  he  was  at 
last  aware  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
passing  a  Registration  Bill  for  Ireland.  He 
(Mr.  Scully)  trusted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  really  in  earnest,  and  that 
he  meant  to  pass  his  Bill,  notwithstanding 
the  objections  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  poor-law 
valuation — objections  in  which,  he  con- 
fessed, he  did  not  see  any  very  great  force. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  postpone  his  Bill  on  account  of  any 
such  reasons  as  those,  for  in  Ireland  it  was 
really  a  question,  as  matters  now  stood,  of 
whether  they  should  have  any  franchise  or 
none.  Wliilst  he  said  this,  however,  he 
bore  his  full  testimony  to  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
tonshire as  to  the  distress  in  those  parts  of 
the  country  to  which  he  had  referred;  and 
he  hoped  they  might — indeed,  it  was  most 
essential  that  they  should — have  an  early 
discussion  in  that  House  on  the  state  of 
Ireland,  which  he  considered  had  not  been 
sufficiently  pressed  upon  their  attention, 
either  in  the  Speech  on  opening  the  Ses- 
sion, or  in  any  of  the  speeches  of  those 
who  had  addressed  the  House  on  that  oc- 
casion. The  state  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom,  its  wants  and  its  grievances, 
were  such  as  to  require  the  introduction  of 
measures  by  the  Government  calculated  to 
raise  the  social  condition  of  the  people. 
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I  rogard  to  tho  treatment  of  prisonen  in  Gad*  aad 
UouKB  of  Correction  in  Engliad  and  WaUi." 

Mr.  C.  PEARSON  said,  that  if  it  wm 
^  to  be  undorstood  that  the  object  of  this  Mo- 
j  tioi)  was  to  take  out  of  his  hands  the  pro- 
j  posal  wliich  ho  hod  mado  last  Seaaion,  h« 
Lord  C,  HAMILTON  expressed  his  '  should  take  the  seose  of  the  House  on  tha 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  Oeutleman  had '  question.  In  that  case  he  would  not  be 
not  aceompanied  bis  statement  on  this  ,  compromised.  Ho  would,  on  an  early  day, 
measure  with  some  observationa  which  ,  submit  to  the  House  a  specific  Uotion,  un- 
might  induce  the  House  to  hope  that  ho  j  less  in  the  mean  time  the  right  hon.  Baro- 


and  develop,  by  reproductirc  employment 
the  resources  of  the  country.  He  n 
grettcd  that  such  measures  had  not  com 
first  on  tho  list  of  tho  measures  it  wa 
intended  to  bring  in  in  reference  to  Ire 
Und. 


was  prepared  to  take  steps  to  improve  tho   net  conseuted  to  mould  the  terms  of  the 
present  stole  of  the  valuation  in  Ireland,  "  ■  ■     ■  ■ 

and  make  it  more  uniform.  It  was  not 
now  in  a  state  which  fitted  it  to  be  made 
the  permanent  basis  of  a  franchise. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  hy  Sir  Wil- 
liam Somerville,  Sir  George  Grey,  and  llr. 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE. 
SiB  G.  GREY  moved  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  rules  and  disci- 
pline established  in  prisons  in  Englaud 
and  Wales.  He  said  it  would  he  recol- 
lected that  late  in  the  previous  Session  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  moved  for  e. 
Committee  to  iuquiro  into  tho  merits  of 
the  specific  plan  which  he  desired  to  have 
adopted  with  respect  to  tho  treatment  of 
prisoners.  In  the  debate  which  took  place 
on  that  occasion,  an  Amendment  was 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Lei- 


cestershire, for  the  purpose  of  making  the  '  *!"'  T"^  «f.''efpaii 
1    ■     r    !     r        e  ■       -,  ..     tion  ho  was  mvitea 
inquiry  general,  instead  of  confining  it  to    „„„„;„^  «„c^:„       i 
any    particular    plan.       To    euch    an    in- 
quiry, he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  conseuted;   hut, 
OS   it   appeared   improbable   that  it  could 
he  brought  to   a  close   during  the  short 


inquiry  so  as  to  embrace  his  object.  That 
there  might  be  no  mistake,  he  would  re- 
peat his  former  statement,  that  under  a 
sound  system  of  prison  discipliDo  the 
criminal  class,  which  now  cost  tho  nation 
450,0001.  a  year,  might  be  made  to  main- 
tain itself  by  its  own  industry,  without  in> 
flicting  injury  on  any  clasd  of  the  commti- 
nity.  Give  him  a  fairly  selected  Commit- 
tee, and  ho  was  prepared  to  pledge  himself 
that  if  that  Committee  did  not  report  that 
his  object  was  practicable,  he  should  no 
longer  desire  to  retain  a  seat  in  that 
House,  being  there  wholly  and  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  convinca 
the  House  that  the  result  which  he  hsd 
stated  would  flow  from  the  application  of 
the  principles  on  which  ho  had  taken  his 
stand,  lie  asked  if  the  representative  of 
one  of  the  largest  constituenoiee  of  this 
country  was  fairly  treated  in  having  the 
Motion  taken  out  of  his  hands,  when,  in 
opposing  the  Mi>- 
to  postpone  it  till  the 
ling  Session,  because  it  was  too  lata 
then  to  inquire  into  it.  It  was  not  too 
late  now.  Ho  had  brought  with  him  a 
large  mass  of  papers — but  it  was  not  his 


remainder  of  the   Session,    the   Amend- 1 '°'!'"''"',  *°    P^"^"'^"    them-unless    hia 
ment  was  withdrawn  ou  the  understand- :  ft''t''™f  *»  ^'^  contravened.    Talk  «bout 


iog  that  at  the  commencement  of  th 
present  Session  he  should  himself  move 
for  a  Committee  in  the  same  terms. 
Tho  Motion  before  the  House  was  not 
identical  in  terms  with  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Leicestershire, 
some  exception  having  been  taken  to  those 
terms,  but  they  were  similar  in  substance, 
and  embraced  tho  same  matter  which  was 
inquired  into  by  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords  which  sat  several  years 
ago  on  tho  same  subject.  lie  hoped 
that  no  objection  would  be  offered  to  the 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 


the  system  of  discipline  in  gaols  in  England 
and  Wales  I  There  was  not  in  any  one  of 
them  any  regularity  worthy  the  denominft- 
tion  of  a  system.  A  harlequin's  jacket 
was  of  a  consistent  colour  in  comparisoa 
with  the  vaiiety  and  discrepancies  of  the 
so-called  systems  whicli  prevailed  in  this 
country.  In  some  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, the  average  annual  expense  of  a  pri- 
soner was  61.  U.  iOd.;  in  other  parU, 
501.  2s.;  ami  throughout  the  country  tho 
average  was  291.  10s.  And  then  the  coat 
of  prison  accommodation  was,  in  soma 
parts,  300/.  for  each  prisoner;  while,  in 
other  places,  there  were  wooden  prisons 
rhere  the  cost  was  40^  each  p 

tortioD  of 


it  Committee  bo  appointed  to  in- ;  "^^  ready  and  willing  to  form  a  portioi 
l«SMul<lisciplibc«iuUljiUcilwitii|  this  Committee;  but  if  elevated  to  1 
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post ,  lie  would  nil  c ■" n i- r :c- ! ? •?  a  wh i :  n oe  ili •?  ! : i-j .  G ol : ' o n: in ' s  : l I -: •>: : : I vlo-?  : 
of  his  independence.  Ho  ^ySA  ;:•  iboro  aL  J  iLi:  he  &::ou".il  be  glad  lo  biie  :be 
for  the  purpose  of  ge::!i:  j  ill  il:-?  licis  he  r-vaod:  of  L:>  service- 5  on  the  Cc=:z-::;eo, 
could,  and  then  he  won!!  ccnie  10  the  if  Lo  was  willi-^  ;o  serve.  Wiih  resj^ci 
House  to  gel  all  ihe  House  would  gi^e  10  tLe  lerms  of  ilie  i'jquirr,  he  ibou^hc 
him.  He  had  been  an  az'^t^'or  in  his  dav.  ilicm  large  e::ou  jh  to  enable  the  Cc-mmiiie^ 
and  it  was  his  intention  ::•  be  an  ari'Ator  to  consider  anv  improved  system  thatzui^ht 
again;  hut  he  had  suspended  Lis  ruiiciicns  l»e  brouirh:  before  them:  but  he  objected 
as  an  agitator  during  the  interval  af:er  l:e  to  a Jd  anv  speoinc  direction  imp-jsing  upoa 
receiTod  from  the  rijrht  h on.  Baron-i-t  tLe  iLeai  ice  necessi:T  0:  taking  up  ihe  pani- 
asaurance  that  this  subject  sLruld  be  in-  cular -ch en: e  of  the  h on.  Gentleman.  He 
quired  into,  and  to-daj  he  n:e:  biia  cere  to  w^-uIJ  leave  i:  to  the  discretion  of  the  Corn- 
redeem  that  pledge.  But  he  searcelv  ox-  miitee  to  do  so  or  not,  as  tbej  might  think 
peeled  such  a  performance  from  the  liberal  ].rcj«er.  W-tb  respec:  to  the  suggestion  of 
exponent  of  a  Liberal  Govemrr.ent.  He  iLe  h-.::.  Member  for  Limerick,  he  admit- 
expected  that  he  should  hare  had  a  resolu-  ted  :La:  the  state  cf  the  Irish  gaols  was 
tion  instructing  a  Committee  to  inquire  such  as  10  render  the  application  of  a 
into  the  subject  he  prop^^undtd,  when  it  rein^-dy  desirable;  bu:  Le  was  in  hopes  i: 
was  first  taken  out  of  his  hands.  If  the  migh:  be  possible,  with  :he  help  of  the  re- 
light hon.  Baronet  would  enlarge  tl::*  Mo-  pons  of  tLe  inspectors,  to  applv  a  remedr 
tion,  and  give  him  an  opj^Mjrtunity  of  con-  wiibout  azij  reference  to  a  Committee, 
cnrring  with  him  in  the  nomination  of  a  He  thought  that  if  they  aJaTid  Ireland  and 
few  Members  of  the  Committee,  he  shoal  J  Scotland  to  the  terxs  of  the  Moilon,  the 
be  satisfied;  but  if  the  right  hon.  Baror.o:  Coramiiiee  would  be  so  overwbelmed  that 
folded  himself  in  the  diffrii:y  of  his  omee.  it  would  be  hopeless  to  bx-k  for  a  rep-ort 
and  chose  to  put  down  an  independent  Mem-  from  them  during  the  present  Session. 
ber,  which,  by  official  power  and  numbers.  The  best  way  would  be  to  limit  the  in- 
lie  might  do,  he  1  Mr.  Pearson  would  look  quiry.  in  the  nrst  instance  at  all  events,  ;o 
forward  to  a  future  dav  when  he  should  be-  En::;land  and  Wales:  and  if  the  Committee 
come  stronger  in  the  H-jUse,  and  strjuirle  got  throuirh  its  labours  at  any  early  }>eriod, 
with  him  more  successfully  on  the  question,    he  would  then  not  object  to  extend  the  in- 

Mr.  MONSELL  said,  his  objection  to  quiry  to  Ireland.  It  might  be  desirable  in 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  was,  that  case,  however,  to  alter  the  composi- 
ihat  a  very  important  portion  of  the  empire  lion  of  the  Committee  a  little. 
was  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this  in-  LoJii»  XAAS  thought  that  an  inquiry 
qoiij.  He  expressed  his  surjirise  that  the  in:o  the  state  of  the  gaols  in  Ireland  was 
light  hon.  Baronet  the  Hume  Secretary  absolutely  necessary,  and  it  micrht  be  right 
should  have  made  such  a  proposition  to  the  to  a<ld  the  names  of  certain  Members  who 
House  without  including  the  gaols  of  Ire-  might  aid  in  such  inquiry.  The  average 
land.  They  were  bound  to  ajtply  some  number  of  prisoners  had  increased  euor- 
immediate  remedv  to  the  present  most  d is-  mou-^lv  since  IS47.  He  had  no  other 
astrous  and  disgraceful  state  of  things  in  cour=e  but  to  move  that  the  word  ••  Ire- 
that  country.  He  would,  therefore,  entreat    land*  be  added. 

of  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  to  add  the        Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the 
word  **  Ireland''  to  his  Motion.  Question  to  add  the  words  ••and  Ireland.'' 

Sm  G.  GREY  said,  that  the  hon.  Gen-  Coloxel  DUXNE  seconded  the  Motion, 
tleman  the  Member  for  Lambeth  had  been  '  Mil.  ROBERT  PALMER  said,  he  could 
rather  hard  upon  him.  The  fact  was,  that  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry  being 
it  was  not  he  who  took  the  Motion  out  of  made  into  Reading  gaol,  as  to  the  ]K»ssi- 
tlie  hon.  Gentleman's  hands.  The  Amend-  bility  of  etfecting  any  improvement  in  that 
ment  last  Session  was  moved  by  the  hon.  prison,  and  he  believed  that  such  inquiry 
Member  for  South  Leicestershire,  and  a  would  bo  satisfactory  to  his  brother  magis- 
laige  majority  of  the  House  seemed  to  traies;  at  the  same  time,  he  did  not  pledge 
think  that  an  inquiry  specifically  directed  himself,  on  their  part  or  his  own.  as  to 
to  the  plan  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  in-  any  specific  jdan,  but  he  thought  that 
expedient,  and  that  it  ou^lit  to  be  enlarged  some  amendnunt  might  be  made  in  the. 
BO  as  to  include  the  state  of  the  C':aols  ge-  system  at  Reading,  lie  was  glad  that  the 
nerallj.  He  could  assure  thohon.  Gentle-  subject  was  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
man  that,  in  making  the  present  Motion,  ;  by  a  Committee  of  that  House.  He  per- 
he  had  no  idea  of  doing  anything  to  sacri-    fectly  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 

VOL.  CVIIL    [third  SEUiEs.]  '        *2  A 


707        AcU  of  Parliament 


{LORDS} 


iiUfwiafion. 


708 


the  Home  Secretary,  that  if  they  were  to 
have  inquiry  into  the  gaoU  of  Ireland  as 
well  as  Scotland,  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  so  onerous  that  they  would 
not  achieve  their  object. 

Sir  D.  NORREYS  hoped  the  inquiry 
would  he  extended  to  Ireland.  It  was  as- 
certained that  the  poor  in  Ireland  preferred 
the  gaob  to  the  poorhouses,  such  was  the 
system  of  discipline. 

Mr.  HENLEY  thought  the  object  of 
the  Committee  was  to  ascertain  the  best 
mode  of  prison  discipline;  and  he  did  not 
see  why,  if  there  was  a  better  gaol  in  Ire- 
land or  Scotland,  the  Conmiittee  should 
not  inquire  into  this,  as  well  as  the  best 
gaols  in  England.  By  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence, the  Committee  would  not  he  cm- 
powered  to  take  into  consideration  any 
case  but  such  as  might  arise  in  England 
alone. 

Mr.  H.  a.  HERBERT  said,  he  had 
been  over  Reading  gaol,  where  the  sepa- 
rate system  prevailed,  and  he  had  been 
over  the  only  gaol  in  Ireland  where  the 
same  system  obtained;  and  he  must  say 
that  the  discipline  of  Belfast  gaol  was  su- 
perior to  that  of  Reading  gaol.  There 
was,  for  instance,  a  system  of  hard  labour 
combined  with  a  separate  system. 

Mr.  M.  O'CONNELL  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  do  justice  to  Ire- 
land. He  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  ex- 
tended to  the  gaols  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  PEARSON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  deprive  the  Committee  of  the  advan- 
tage of  knowing  what  great  improvements 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  had  attained 
in  Ireland,  and  if  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
moved  the  Amendment  called  for  a  divi- 
sion, he  would  give  him  his  support. 

Sir  G.  GREY  was  anxious  that  the 
Committee  should  not  be  encumbered  in 
their  inquiries.  If  it  were  the  sense  of 
the  House,  however,  that  one  Committee 
should  inquire  into  the  state  of  gaols 
throughout  the  united  kingdom,  he  could 
have  no  objection.  He  should  be  happy 
to  be  a  member  of  that  Committee,  and  to 
give  his  best  attention  to  the  subject. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  feared  that  by 
too  widely  extending  the  operations  of  the 
Committee,  they  would  mar  the  efficiency 
of  its  inquiries.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  reserve  the  in- 
quiry as  to  Ireland  until  another  oppor- 
tunity. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  added.'* 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Another  Amendment  propoted,  to  leave 
out  the  wordfl  "  England  and  Walea/'  and 
to  add  the  words  '*  the  United  Kingdom/' 
instead  thereof. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  the  Quea- 
tion." 

The  Honse  divided: — ^Ayes  23;  Koes 
18:  Majority  5. 

Amendment  made,  at  the  end  of  the 
Question,  by  adding  the  words  "  and  into 
any  improvement  which  can  be  made 
therein.  ' 

Question,  as  amended,  pat,  and  agreed 

to. 

"  Ordered— T\i2>.t  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  mlea  and  dieeipline  et- 
tablished  with  re^pu^  to  the  treatment  of  Pri- 
soners in  GaoU  and  Hoiues  of  Correction  in  £i^- 
land  and  Wales,  and  into  any  improvement  iHiich 
can  be  made  therein." 

House  adjourned   at   half    after    One 

o'clock. 
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MiNDTBS.]     Took  the  Oki<A«.— The  Biihop  of  Doini 

Connor,  and  Dromore. 
Pdblic  Bills.    V*  Acts  of  PutiamcBt  Abtaeviatian* 
20  County  Cen  (Irelaod). 


ACTS  OF  PARLIAMENT  ABBREVIATION. 

Lord  BROUGHAM,  in  presenting  a 
Bill  for  abridging  the  wording  of  Acts  of 
Parliament,  observed  that  he  had  made 
frequent  attempts  in  that  House — ^he  was 
going  to  say  with  more  or  less  suceess* 
but  it  was  hardly  possible  to  do  so  vith 
less  success,  unfortunately — to  amend  the 
only  manufacture  which  had  receiyed  no 
improvement  for  the  last  150  years — ^that 
of  Acts  of  Parliament.  We  went  on  from 
one  generation  to  another  without  improve- 
meut,  thereby  causing  the  greatest  evil  to 
the  subject,  to  the  law,  and  to  the  courts 
of  justice  above  all  things.  He  had  in* 
tended  to  introduce  very  large  improve* 
mcnts  in  the  law,  but  he  would  be  con* 
tented  to  accept  even  the  smallest  possible 
improvement,  which  he  had  pleged  himself 
to  introduce  in  his  letter  to  Sir  J.  Graham; 
and  with  that  view  he  begged  to  lay  before 
their  Lordships  a  Bill  for  shortening  the 
language  used  in  framing  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. One  clause  now  introduced  into 
every  Bill  he  proposed  to  superlede  alto- 
gether, for  it  was  a  ludicrous  one — "  That 
this  Act  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  re- 
pealed during  the  present  Session  of  Par« 
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liament" — ^the  ground  on  which  it  had 
been  heretofore  used  being,  that  every  Act 
was  supposed  to  be  part  of  one  Act,  all  the 
Acts  of  a  Session  forming  one  statute. 
He  proposed  to  enact  that  every  Act  should 
be  alterable,  repealable,  or  amendable  dur- 
ing the  Session.  Another  proposition  was, 
that  no  necessity  should  exist  of  constantly 
repeating  words  "and  further  enacting;** 
but  that  each  section  of  each  Act  should 
follow  the  word  "that,"  which  would  be 
perfectly  sufiBcient.  Another  very  import- 
ant improvement  had  been  often  suggested 
to  him  by  special  pleaders.  At  present 
you  only  cited  a  former  Act  by  saying, 
**  by  virtue  of  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  to 
do  80  and  so,'*  <$z;c.,  giving  the  title  and 
the  year  of  its  passing.  He  meant  to  pro- 
pose that  in  future  you  should  be  enabled 
to  refer  to  any  Act,  merely  stating  the 
chapter  and  section,  with  the  year  of  the 
king's  reign.  This,  and  one  or  two  other 
points,  might  have  been  considered  by  the 
great  Bentham  as  mock  reforms,  because 
they  were  of  very  small  amount,  but  it  did 
not  therefore  follow  that  they  were  of  very 
small  importance. 
BiU  read  1». 

THE  CAPE  COLONY. 

Lord  STANLEY  had  to  present  to  their 
Lordships  two  petitions  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  one  signed  by  4,000  persons, 
the  other  from  the  district  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, signed  by  8,000.  The  petitioners 
entered  at  considerable  length  into  the 
case  of  the  convicts  sent  out  from  this 
country.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  refer 
to  the  Order  in  Council,  or  the  conduct  of 
Government  concerning  it,  inasmuch  as  he 
believed  it  had  been  withdrawn  in  defer- 
ence to  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  colo- 
nists. He  would 'only  express  his  regret 
that  the  order  should  have  been  issued  be- 
fore it  was  ascertained  that  the  colonists 
were  willing  to  receive  the  convicts,  there- 
by placing  the  Government  in  a  very  in- 
convenient situation.  He  hoped  that  no 
attempt  would  be  made  to  renew  the  order, 
and  should  wish  to  hear  an  assurance  to 
that  effect  from  the  noble  Earl  opposite. 

Earl  GREY  had  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  giving  the  noble  Lord  the  assurance  he 
required.  He  could  not  conceive  that  there 
could  exist,  under  present  circumstances, 
any  intention  of  again  passing  an  Order  of 
Council  on  this  subject.  As  the  whole 
course  of  the  Government  was  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  despatches  laid  on  the  table, 
which,  he  believed,  had  now  been  distri- 


buted, he  should  follow  the  noble  Lord's 
example  in  abtaining  from  comments,  ad- 
ding only  one  observation  with  reference 
to  the  passing  of  the  Order  in  Council,  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  act  upon  it,  except 
in  one  special  and  particular  case,  until 
the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been  ascertained. 
It  would  be  seen  by  those  despatchss,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  placed  in 
a  situation  of  extreme  embarrassment  with 
respect  to  the  disposal  of  certain  convicts 
who  were  at  Bermuda,  having  been  sent 
there  in  consequence  of  offences  committed 
during  the  unfortunate  famine  which  had 
prevailed  in  Ireland.  The  objections  to 
sending  them  to  any  other  colony  were 
extreme,  and  the  course  adopted  was  con- 
sidered upon  the  whole  the  least  objection- 
able of  any.  But,  undoubtedly,  it  was 
never  contemplated  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  establish,  as  a  regular  system, 
the  practice  of  sending  convicts  to  a  colony 
not  originally  established  as  a  convict  co- 
lony, without  the  consent  of  the  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  must  again  enter 
his  protest  against  the  conduct  of  the  in- 
habitants at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  A 
most  unjustifiable  course,  he  felt  bound  to 
say,  was  pursued  by  them.  It  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  harsh  and  cruel  to  treat 
in  this  way  persons  who,  though  criminal, 
were  suffering  a  most  cruel  punishment, 
having  been  already  confined  for  three 
months  on  board  ship. 

Lord  STANLEY  certainly  thought  the 
colonists  had  gone  far  beyond  what  they 
were  justified  in  doing,  and  did  not  mean 
to  vindicate  their  conduct  in  all  points. 

TheEARLof  ELLENBOROUGH  wished 
to  draw  attention  to  one  circumstance  con- 
nected with  the  lot  of  the  persons  whose 
transportation  had  produced  such  extreme 
excitement  at  the  Cape.  The  captain  of  a 
ship  engaged  by  contract  to  carry  coiricts 
to  their  destination  was  bound  to  have  on 
board  a  quantity  of  provisions  and  water 
far  exceeding  the  probable  consumption  of 
those  on  board.  In  this  case  it  appeared 
that  whilst  the  ship  lay  at  the  Cape,  the 
water  was  expended,  and  only  400 lbs.  of 
beef  remained,  there  being  hardly  any 
other  provision  on  board.  Had  there  been 
a  gale  off  the  Cape,  the  probability  was 
that  every  one  of  these  persons  would  have 
died  of  famine. 

Earl  GREY  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  contract  had  been  per- 
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fortned  in  this  case.  Very  probably  the 
small  quantity  of  provisions  on  board  was 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  extraordinary 
long  passage  of  the  vessel,  which,  on  many 
accounts,  was  most  unfortunate.  The  ship 
left  Bermuda  on  the  22nd  April,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the 
19th  September,  a  period  very  consider- 
ably longer  than  the  average  passage  from 
this  country  to  New  South  Wales. 

Petitions  to  lie  on  the  table. 

House  adjourned  to  Thursday. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  February  12,  1850. 

MfNUTEs.]     PuBuc    Bill.  — lo    Process  and   Practice 
(Ireland). 

TRANSPORTATION. 

'  Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  wished  to  ask  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  a  question,  in  opposition 
to  a  statement  recently  made  in  the  House. 
Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  the  case,  that  such  was 
the  excellent  character  with  which  a  con- 
vict ship  lately  approached  the  coast  of 
Australia,  that,  even  before  the  convicts 
were  landed,  almost  all  were  engaged  in 
the  employ  of  respectable  settlers,  who 
came  on  board  for  the  purpose  ;  and  this, 
in  the  case  of  convicts,  when  two,  if  not 
more,  emigrant  ships  were  already  along- 
side ?  He  referred  to  the  convicts  on 
board  the  Hasheemy,  under  the  care  of 
that  distinguished  officer  Dr.  Browning, 
whom,  though  he  did  not  know  him,  he 
delighted  to  name;  who  had  already  made 
seven  voyages  as  surgeon  superintendent 
of  convicts  to  the  Australian  colonies,  and 
whose  Christian  course  of  instruction  and 
of  discipline  had  been  blessed  in  former  in- 
stances as  in  this,  so  that  he  had  been  en- 
abled to  land  large  numbers  of  men,  ren- 
dered useful,  instead  of  noxious,  to  society, 
by  God*s  blessing  on  his  labours. 

Mr.  II AWES  said,  that  the  accounts 
which  had  been  received  stated  that  one  of 
these  convict  vessels  arrived  in  Moreton 
Bay  at  the  same  time  with  (he  believed) 
two  or  three  emigrant  ships,  and  that  the 
convicts  were  all  engaged  at  good  wages 
before  any  of  the  free  emigrants.  Since 
then  we  had  had  accounts  of  another  ship- 
load of  convicts  arriving,  and  they  had  all 
been  engaged  also,  and  their  conduct, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  had  been  satisfac- 
tory. 
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Lord  ASHLEY  begged  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment to  the  recent  decision  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  upon  the  meaning  and  power  of 
the  Factory  Act,  and  to  ask  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  a  measure  declara- 
tory of  the  meaning  and  intentions  of  the 
Legislature  in  passing  the  Act,  or  to  take 
any  other  steps  to  obviate  the  rerj  eril 
consequences  of  that  decision  ? 

Sir  G.  grey  replied,  that  he  had  only 
received  the  transcript  of  the  shorthand 
writer's  notes  of  the  decision  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  just  as  he  was  entering  the 
House  that  evening;  and  he,  therefore, 
had  had  no  opportunity  as  yet  of  becoming 
fully  informed  as  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  decision  was  founded.  He  was 
anxious  last  year  to  introduce  an  Act  to 
reconcile  the  differences  existing  between 
the  various  clauses  of  the  Factory  Act; 
but  he  found  that  the  persons  who  held 
extreme  opinions  on  both  sides  were  aT^se 
to  any  such  interposition,  and  that  they 
were  anxious  to  have  the  decision  of  a  su- 
perior court  of  law  upon  the  interpretation 
that  should  be  put  upon  the  Act.  That 
decision  had  at  length  been  obtained ;  hut, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  he  had  not  as 
yet  had  time  to  see  upon  what  grounds  it 
rested. 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES. 

Sir  W.  moles  worth  said,  that  he 
had  given  notice  of  a  Motion  on  the  present 
condition  of  our  colonies,  the  immediate 
necessity  for  a  reform  of  our  colonial  sys- 
tem, and  that  the  colonies  should  have  the 
power  of  self-government.  But  on  Friday 
night  last  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  had  wisely  taken  the  sub- 
ject into  his  own  hands,  and  as  a  debate  of 
considerable  length  had  ensued,  during 
which  he  (Sir  W.  Molesworth)  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  stating  his  opinions  upon 
the  subject,  he  did  not  think  he  should  be 
acting  properly  in  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  House  with  the  Motion  which  he  had 
upon  the  Paper  for  that  night.  He,  there- 
fore, would  not  submit  to  the  House  the 
resolution  which  he  had  intended.  At  the 
same  time,  he  might  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  although  nothing  could  be,  in  his 
;  opinion,  sounder  or  more  liberal  in  its 
general  principles  than  the  plan  of  the 
noble  Lord,  yet  ho  was  sorry  that  the 
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noble  Lord  did  not  go  to  the  extent  which 
he  thought  desirable  and  necessary  for  the 
competent  conduct  of  the  colonies.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  noble  Lord  only  intend- 
ed to  revive  the  Bill  of  last  vear  witli  re- 
gard  to  Australia;  but  still  he  would  not 
offer  any  objection  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  as  it  recognised  the  principle  of 
representative  institutions  in  Australia, 
and  he  thought  any  form  of  representa- 
tive institutions  was  better  than  none  at 
all.  He  would,  however,  try  to  obtain  two 
elective  chambers  and  an  elective  govern- 
ment for  them.  The  power  which  the 
Colonial  Office  at  present  possessed  was  a 
great  grievance  to  the  colonists;  and  he 
objected  to  such  a  measure  as  would  keep 
up  for  the  Colonial  Office  an  arbitrary 
power  of  interfering  in  the  internal  man- 
agement of  colonial  affairs.  He  should 
propose  to  denude  the  Colonial  Office  of 
the  power,  and  he  would  try  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  an  inferior  and  a  local 
parliament.  He  should  likewise  object  to 
the  details  of  the  measure,  because  it  did 
not  include  New  Zealand,  which  was  as 
ready  for  a  constitution  as  any  of  the 
Australian  colonies.  However,  he  would 
not  then  detain  the  House  by  stating  at 
any  further  length  his  objections  to  the 
details  of  the  noble  Lord's  measure.  He 
would  withdraw  the  Motion  he  had  given 
notice  of,  and  move — 

"  For  Copies  or  Extracts  of  any  Correspond- 
ence between  the  Colonial  Office  and  any  of  the 
Authorities  in  Australia,  Van  Diemen's  Land,  or 
New  Zealand,  relating  to  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Sidney  Stephen  from  the  Bar  of  Van  Diemen's 
Land,  and  his  appointment  as  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  New  Zealand." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

JURY    LISTS   (IRELAND)  — 

CALLANAN  v.  CAMERON. 

Mr,  SADLEIR,  in  rising  to  move  for 
a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  connected  with  the  striking  of  the 
special  jury  in  the  case  of  '*  Callanan 
against  Cameron,''  reminded  the  House 
of  the  circumstances  which  took  place  at 
the  State  trials  in  1844,  not  very  unlike 
those  to  which  he  had  now  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House.  A  meeting  was 
held  in  Ireland  on  the  occasion  of  those 
trials  in  1844  to  protest  against  the  exclu- 
sion of  Catholics  from  the  jury ;  and, 
among  the  names  of  the  parties  on  whose 
requisition  the  meeting  was  called,  were 
those  of  the  present  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  Sh:  T.  Wyse,  Sir  T.  Redington, 


and  the  Master  of  the  Mint;  and  the  present 
First  Minister  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  at  that 
time  to  bring  the  circumstances  before  Par- 
liament. He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  did  not  wish, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  attack  the 
Government  or  individuals,  but  to  expose 
a  vicious  system — a  system  which  every 
man  who  had  a  stake  in  the  coimtry 
was  interested  in  putting  an  end  to;  and 
he  would  maintain,  that  while  religious 
sectarianism  was  allowed  to  defile  the  jury- 
box,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the 
Irish  people  would  cease  to  have  those  pre- 
judices  which,  he  admited,  his  Catholic 
fellow-countrymen  entertained,  as  regarded 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  Protestantism. 
They  had  no  just  idea  of  the  true  and  libe- 
ral principles  of  Protestantism;  they  con- 
sidered it  as  Orangeism — as  something  in- 
tolerant— as  bigotry  under  another  name. 
The  facts  of  the  case  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  public  attention  were  these: — In 
1848,  during  the  disturbances  in  the  south 
of  Ireland,  Major  Cameron,  of  the  3rd 
Buffs,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  pos- 
session of  some  houses  in  Carrick-on-Suir, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Callanan,  a  respectable 
Catholic  trader  of  that  town.  Mr.  CaUanan 
commenced  an  action  against  Major  Came- 
ron for  so  taking  possession  of  his  houses, 
ejecting  the  inmates,  casting  the  furniture 
into  the  streets,  and  occupying  the  place 
with  his  soldiers.  Mr.  Kemmis,  the  Crown 
Solicitor,  acting  for  the  defendant,  obtained 
an  order  for  a  special  jury,  and  when  the 
solicitors  for  the  plaintiff  and  for  the  de- 
fendant came  to  strike  off,  as  was  their 
right,  12  names  each  from  the  list  of  48 
which  had  been  obtained  by  ballot,  Mr. 
Kemmis  struck  off  9  of  the  10  Roman  Ca- 
tholics on  the  list,  and  the  10th  probably 
escaped  the  insult  merely  by  the  accident 
that  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  Protestant. 
These  nine  names  were  not  in  consecutive 
order  on  the  list,  but  were  picked  out  by 
Mr.  Kemmis  from  various  parts  of  it;  and 
when  he  had  struck  them  off,  he  had  the 
indelicacy  to  say  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  him  which  were  the  three 
remaining  names  that  he  objected  to. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Sadleir)  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  those  nine  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen,  and  could  bear  testimony  to 
their  unblemished  reputations  and  unde- 
niable respectability.  As  for  their  social 
position,  some  of  them  were  county  ma- 
gistrates and  deputy-lieutenants;  some 
men  of  large  property  and  moderate  po- 
litical opinions — men  who  had  served  on 
grand  juries   for  years — men    who   had 
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never  taken  part  in  any  political  move- 
ment or  discussion — men  deservedly  re- 
spected for  their  exemplary  conduct  as 
grand  jurors,  as  magistrates,  and  as  pri- 


was  bound  to  take  the  course  best  eskii- 
lated  to  secure  a  verdict  for  his  client^  just 
as  in  an  ordinary  case;  but  he  (Mr.  Ssd- 
leir)  denied  such  a  rule  was  applicable  in 


vate  gentlemen.  Among  them  was  Mr.  a  case  in  which  the  Crown  defended, 
Bianconi,  whose  character  was  well  known  It  might  be  said,  that  according  to  the  b- 
in  that  House,  and  who  had  gained  uni-   structions  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the 


versal  praise  from  all  classes  of  men  for 
his  probity  and  worth.  English  Gentlemen 
were  utter  strangers  to   such  a   system, 


late  Sir  Michael  O'Loghlen^  Mr.  Justice 
Perrin,  and  Lord  Chancellor  Brady,  *  dis- 
cretionary power  was  vested  in  the  Crown 


and  hesitated,  naturally  enough,  to  believe  |  Solicitor;  but  every  one  acquainted  with 
it  existed  in  Ireland ;  but  the  facts  were  ;  the  history  of  Mr.  Eemmis  must  know  that 
too  notorious  to  be  denied.  A  committee  '  such  a  discretionary  power  in  his  hands 
of  Protestant  and  Catholic  gentlemen  had  |  would  be  exercised  so  as  to  operate  as  a 
drawn  up  a  report  on  the  sjrstem  which  had  '  practical  insult  to  every  Roman  Catholic, 
prevailed  in  striking  juries  in  Tipperary, ;  He  believed  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of 
from  which  it  appeared  that  in  lo39,  out ;  great  worth  in  private  life,  as  well  as  a 
of  a  panel  of  300,  118  were  Roman  Catho-  :  clever  public  officer;  but  he  knew  well  the 
lies,  of  whom  16  were  among  the  first  50,  j  system  in  which  Mr.  Kemmis  had  bees 
and  38  among  the  first  100;  while  in  1843  .  schooled — ^that  he  had  been  cradled  in 
the  panel  was  reduced  to  201,  and  the  Ro-  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and  that  he  was 
man  Catholics  to  37,  of  whom  4  only  were  '  the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Eemnus,  who  had 
among  the  first  oO,  and  9  among  the  first  been  the  official  of  one  of  the  most  nun* 
1 00.  He  did  not  state  these  facts  to  ex-  ■  pant  Orangemen  that  ever  filled  the  poii- 
cite  religious  dissension,  but  to  extract  from  tion  of  first  law  officer  of  the  Crown. 
Government  a  substantial,  intelligible,  and  He  would  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
conclusive  explanation  that  would  satisfy  House  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland  that  the  re-  ,  and  that  also  of  Mr.  William  Kemmis, 
preventative  of  royalty  had  had  nothing  to  ,  with  reference  to  the  marks  and  nnmbers 
do  with  an  insult  so  wantonly  and  delibe-  affixed  to  the  names  of  certain  gentlemen 
ratcly  perpetrated  against  them,  as  well  as  in  the  jury  list  which  he  held  in  hia  hand, 
their  Protestant  fellow-countrymen.  He  i  certain  of  those  gentlemen  being  described 
hoped  the  Government  would  make  no  as  proper  loyal  men.  But  what  did  thoie 
vague  or  illusory  declaration:  and  he  im-  words  mean  ?  They  meant  that  propiff 
plored  them  not  to  lead  awoy  the  House  and  loyal  men  were  pliable  men — men  on 
from  the  main  issue  by  raising  some  insig-  whom  the  Government  of  the  day  might 
nificant  collateral  question — to  avoid  all  rely  for  support  in  the  jury-box.  So 
topics  of  irritation,  and  not  to  lose  time  in  much  for  the  way  in  which  justice  had 
a  vain  endeavour  to  rake  up  any  political  been  administered  in  1812.  A  more 
pamphlet  or  postprandial  speech  of  his  in  recent  illustration  of  the  mode  of  its  ad- 
davs  c:onc  bv.  He  cautioned  the  Soli-  ministration  was  to  be  found  in  the  case 
citor  Genoral  a:rainst  meet  ins:  the  Mo-  which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
tion  in  the  spirit  of  a  nisi  prius  lawyer.  Member  for  Atblone  brought  under  the 
The  Governinoat  ouirht  to  do  justice  to  notice  of  the  House  in  the  course  of  last 
Lord  Clarondou.  to  the  law-officers  of  the  Session.  He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  had  no  inten- 
Crown.  aiul  to  those  to  whom  the  destinies  tion  of  then  occupying  the  time  of  the 
of  a  grroa:  na:ion  were  practically  delegated.  House  by  repeating  the  details  which  had 
All  aoknowloil LTod  organ  of  the  Irish  Go-  already  been  laid  before  them;  but  he 
vornniont  had  dealt  in  no  measured  terms  could  not  help  noticing  the  groimda  on 
with  the  prosout  case,  and  had  declared  it  which  the  Home  Secretary  met  the  case 
a  nioi^t  monstrous  transaction,  and  one  that  that  hod  been  brought  forward  by  his  hon. 
requireil  explanation  and  investigation,  and  learned  Friend.  The  right  hon.  B^ 
It  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it  was  ronet  defended  the  proceedings  then  im- 
a  case  in  ^Thioh  the  conduct  of  the  Go-  pugned  by  pleading  the  defects  of  the 
vemraoat  odi.^ial  had  boon  highly  censur-  law;  but  there  was  no  ground  for  that 
able,  an.l  :lio  Irish  nuMic  wore  tor  a  ti::;o  allocation,  the  law  being,  if  fairiy  admin- 
deluJcJ  int.^  a  h.  po  tha:  suoh  an  invo?::-  :?;oroJ.  t^aito  su£oienc  for  all  the  purposes 
gaiion  woulJ  b>  :r»aJo.  On  rlio  other  ::a:ul.  whioli  the  case  brought  forward  by  his 
it  had  boon  contondod  that  Mr.  Koniniis,  hon.  and  learned  Friend  demanded.  Sir 
the  otficial  in  quesuon,  as  Crown  Solicitor.    ColmanOXoghlen,  Lord  Chancellor  Bradj, 
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and  Mr.  Justice  Perrin,  yery  clearly  laid 
down  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  and, 
from  their  explanations,  nothing  could  he 
more  evident  than  that  the  law  was  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  secure  equal  and  indif- 
ferent justice.  It  had  been  said,  that  in 
those  cases  the  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen 
had  been  set  aside  in  a  spirit  of  kindness, 
lest  they  should  be  exposed  to  injury  on 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
might  discharge  their  duties  as  jurors. 
That  assertion  was  a  gross  calumny  upon 
the  Irish  nation.  He  next  begged  to  refer 
to  what  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  had  said  with  respect  to  the 
case  which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Athlone  had  brought  for- 
ward in  that  House;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  avail  himself  of  the  pre- 
sent or  some  other  opportunity  to  explain 
his  sentiments  on  the  subject.  In  sub- 
stance the  noble  Lord  on  that  occasion  said 
that  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
Repealers  and  An ti- Repealers,  should  alike 
be  considered  as  fitting  persons  to  serve  on 
juries;  but  when  men  were  found  who  aim- 
ed at  a  separation  of  Ireland  from  Eng- 
land, who  were  advocates  for  deposing  the 
Queen — such  men,  the  noble  Lord  said, 
were  not  fitting  jurors  upon  State  trials 
involving  that  very  question  of  separation 
between  England  and  Ireland  :  such  an 
issue  they  could  not  be  expected  fairly  to 
try;  and,  if  the  Attorney  General  had  any 
reason  to  think  there  were  men  of  that 
class  upon  the  panel,  and  that  they  would 
not  give  a  fair  verdict,  he  had  a  right  to 
remove  them  from  the  list.  Those  were 
the  opinions  expressed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
and  to  such  sentiments  every  well-minded 
Irishman  must  assent.  Nevertheless,  some- 
thing like  insinuation  was  conveyed  by  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  it  was  an 
insinuation  calculated  to  wound  and  irritate 
the  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  of  Ireland, 
seeming,  he  thought,  to  imply  that  there 
were  those  upon  the  list  who  sympathised 
with  rebellion.  He  repeated  his  hope  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  explain  this  speech — 
that  he  would  explain  what  he  meant,  when 
he  said  that  he  believed  that  to  be  the  case 
with  those  gentlemen  whose  names  had 
been  removed  from  the  list  to  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Athlone  had 
referred.  He  could  not  help  now  observ- 
ing, that  great  professions  were  made  of  a 
desire  to  put  an  end  to  religious  differences : 
he  would,  therefore  ask  the  Government  to 
d^Tise  measures  for  preventing  a  recur- 
T9DI09  of  such  cases.  Their  Sovereign^  when 


She  went  to  Ireland,  plainly  intimated  in  a 
hundred  touching  and  graceful  forms,  that 
She  knew  no  religious  distinctions.  An 
acute  observer  of  the  Irish  character,  Sir 
John  Davies,  said  that  no  people  loved  im- 
partial justice  more  than  the  Irish;  and  it 
ought  to  be  the  study  of  the  Government, 
by  an  equal  and  impartial  administration  of 
the  law,  to  strengthen  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Irish  people  that  inherent  love  of  justice  for 
which  the  Irish  nation  has  been  at  all  times 
remarkable.  The  Government  should  la- 
bour to  abolish  in  Ireland  those  religious 
distinctions  which  tended  to'  perpetuate  so- 
cial dissensions,  retarding  not  only  the  so- 
lid recovery  of  Ireland,  but  likewise  the 
permanent  prosperity  and  union  of  the  two 
countries. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

**  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  facts  connected  with  the  striking  of 
the  Special  Jury  in  the  case  of  Callanan  against 
Cameron." 

Mr.  SCULLY  seconded  the  Motion. 

Mr,  HATCHELL  was  quite  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow,  in 
bringing  forward  his  Motion,  was  actuated 
solely  by  the  desire  to  conciliate  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  reconcile  those  differences 
which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  that  coun- 
try. He  lamented  that  anything  should 
have  occurred  to  lead  to  the  suspicion  that 
the  striking  and  empannelling  of  juries  in 
Ireland  had  been  conducted  unfairly.  But 
the  fact  was  that  the  case  of  Callanan  and 
Cameron  still  remained  untried,  and  he 
thought  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
in  saying  that  it  would  not  conduce  to 
the  strict  administration  of  justice  in  that 
case  at  this  moment  to  cast  reflections 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  jury  had 
been  appointed.  The  jury  had  been  struck 
according  to  the  forms  of  law,  and  they 
would  necessarily  feel  embarrassed  by  an 
impeachment  of  the  propriety  of  their  se- 
lection. If  the  hon.  Member's  Motion 
were  agreed  to,  a  Committee  of  this  House 
would  be  sitting  and  the  trial  itself  be  going 
on  at  one  and  the  same  time.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  case  adverted  to  was 
not  a  question  between  the  Crown  and  the 
subject  in  a  criminal  proceeding,  but  an 
ordinary  case  between  subject  and  subject. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake  to  say  that  the 
striking  of  any  gentleman  off  a  special  jury 
was  casting  any  personal  disrespect  on  him. 
It  was  not  like  the  ordinary  case  of  a  juror 
being  put  by  in  open  court  when  about  to 
be  sworn,  but  the  attorneys  of  the  respec- 
tive parties  having  attended  before  the 
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officer  at  his  cbanibcr  in  Dublin,  each  of 
them  is  bound  to  strike  off  twelve  from  the 
list  of  forty-eight :  he  is  bound  to  make  a  se- 
lection, and  he  merely  says,  '*  I  shall  strike 
off  this  person  that  I  like  the  least  of  the 
two,  otherwise  I  shall  have  to  strike  off  ano- 
ther that  I  would  like  better. "  That  was  the 
whole  case;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  special 
jury  competent  to  try  a  case,  it  was  the 
jury  impanelled  to  try  this  trumpery  case 
about  taking  possession  of  two  old  houses 
in  Carrick-on-Suir.  It  would  have  a  very 
bad  tendency  to  grant  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry in  this  in'stance,  because,  if  they  did 
so,  they  must  expect  to  have  every  man 
having  an  objection  to  a  jury  coming  for- 
ward with  a  similar  complaint,  and  de- 
manding an  inquiry  in  that  House.  Mr. 
Kemmis,  the  Crown  Solicitor,  was  a  gen- 
tleman holding  an  honourable  position  in 
his  profession  in  the  city  of  Dublin ;  and 
it  was  extremely  hard  that  that  imputation 
should  be  made  against  a  person  who  had 
no  opportunity  of  defending  himself.  But 
the  spirit  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
low  had  shown  might  best  be  seen  from  his 
unnecessary  reference  to  the  transactions 
of  1812,  and  his  thereby  seeking  to  arraign 
the  son  for  the  conduct  of  the  deceased 
father.  As  to  bringing  any  charge  against 
the  Government  respecting  this  transac- 
tion, the  Government  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it :  it  merely  ordered  the  Crown  So- 
licitor to  defend  Major  Cameron,  leaving  the 
management  of  the  case  entirely  to  him, 
like  any  other  private  action  between  party 
and  party.  He  would  endeavour  to  satisfy 
the  House  that  there  had  not  been  the 
slightest  intention  to  cast  any  slur  on  the 
character,  or  offer  any  insult  to  the  religion, 
of  the  gentlemen  struck  off  the  jury.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  directed  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  obtain  from  Mr. 
Kemmis  an  explanation  of  how  the  mat- 
ter occurred;  Mr.  Kemmis  wrote  a  letter 
in  reply  on  the  24:th  of  August  last,  which 
he  would  read  to  the  House.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  then  read  Mr. 
Kemmis's  letter  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  Ireland  as  follows : — 


"  Sir — In  compliance  with  your  directions,  that 
I  should  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lonl  Lieutenant,  with  the  grounds 
on  which  I  reduced  the  jury  list  in  the  case  of 
Callanan  against  Cameron,  and  whether  I  had 
struck  off  any  juror  on  that  occasion  because  of 
his  religious  persuasion ; 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  his  Excellency,  th.at  the  case  is  a  civil  action 
brought  by  Mr.  Patrick  Callanan,  a  shopkeeper 
and  boatowncr,  in  Carrick-on-Suir,  against  Major 
CjuneroQ  of  the  3rd  BufEs,  for  an  alleged  forcible 


occupation  of  two  hoaaesin  that  town  by  faim  «nd 
the  military  under  his  command,  on  the  26th  of 
Juno,  1818,  and  few  following  days,  at  a  time 
when  that  part  of  the  county  of  Tipperary  was  on 
the  verge  of  rebellion. 

"  In  defending  the  action,  counsel  advised  thai 
the  trial  should  not  be  had  by  an  ordinary,  but  by 
a  special,  jury  of  the  South  Hiding  of  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  and  I  obtained  the  necessary  order 
for  the  purpose. 

"  In  the  case  of  a  special  jury  it  is  necessary,  as 
you  are  aware,  for  the  solicitors  for  each  party  to 
reduce  the  list  of  forty>eight  names  by  twelrs 
each,  and  I  took  off  twelve  names  so  as  to  leave 
those  on  who,  from  my  own  experience  and  know- 
ledge, I  believed  best  calculated  to  find  a  fiiir  and 
impartial  verdict. 

"  Of  the  twelve  gentlemen  whose  names  I  took 
off  the  list,  I  did  not  strike  off  any  one  of  them  on 
account  of  his  religion,  nor  did  it  enter  into  my 
mind  that  several  of  them  professed  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  until  I  was  informed  that  the 
matter  had  been  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  jury  was  struck  in  Dublin,  and  to 
convenience  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  the 
forty-eight  names  balloted  for  were  reduced  the 
day  after  they  were  drawn,  so  that  I  had  no  time 
to  make  any  particular  inquiry  ;  but  as  the  names 
drawn  were  generally  of  a  very  respectable  class, 
I  was  well  satisfied  to  leave  on  those  whom  I 
happened  to  have  a  knowledge  of,  and  knew  to  be 
well  qualified  fairly  to  try  the  case. 

"In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I  exercised 
my  best  judgment  and  ability  for  the  interest  of 
my  client,  in  the  same  way  as  I  am  confident  any 
respectable  solicitor  would  have  done.  This  was 
a  civil  case  between  party  and  party,  and  there 
are  no  official  directions  whatsoever  to  guide  the 
Crown  Solicitor  relative  to  this  duty.  The  law  re- 
quires tliat  twelve  names  shall  be  struck  off,  even 
without  reasons  ;  and  that  where  special  reasons 
have  guided  the  Crown  Solicitor  to  any  particular 
juror,  it  has  not  been  usual  publicly  to  state  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  though  I  can  and  do  conscientiously 
state  that  it  was  done  by  mc  entirely  irrespective 
of  religious  distinctions,  and  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  my  client,  as  I  was  bound  as  a  professional 
man  to  do." 

He  (Mr.  HatchcU)  therefore  tbougbt,  after 
reading  such  a  document,  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  where  thej  bad 
a  solemn  repudiation  of  the  charge  of  sec- 
tarianism from  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Kem- 
mis's  high  standing  and  respectabilitj,  tbey 
were  hound  to  take  It  that  what  be  assert- 
ed was  true,  and  not  rest  upon  any  surmise 
or  conjecture.  The  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
low  had  made  a  ver}'  ungenerous  insinuation 
against  Mr.  Kemmis;  for  when  he  found 
that  one  of  the  names  left — namely*  that 
of  Mr.  James  Archer  Butler — was  that  of 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  of  the  first  respec- 
tahilitj  in  the  county,  he  said  that  Mr. 
Kemmis  must  have  made  this  single  ex- 
ception to  his  rule  of  choosing  Protestants 
only  through  ignorance  or  mistake.  Thai, 
he  thought,  was  carrying  bis  bostility  to 
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Mr.  Kemmis  to  a  very  unfair  length.  He 
must  protest  against  the  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  a  case  like  this,  which 
yet  remained  untried;  and  he  called  on  the 
House  to  negative  the  Motion. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  explained  that  he  had 
studiously  abstained  from  adverting  in  any 
manner  to  the  merits  of  this  case;  and  as 
to  his  observations  regarding  Mr.  Kemmis, 
ho  appealed  to  the  House  whether  he  had 
not  gone  out  of  his  way  to  acknowledge 
Mr.  Kemmis  to  be  a  perfect  gentleman, 
and  of  great  amiablity  of  character  in  his 
private  capacity. 

Mr.  SCULLY  considered  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  So- 
licitor General  for  Ireland  no  answer  to  the 
arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  rested  his 
argument  merely  on  this — that  this  was 
merely  the  ordinary  case  of  a  civil  action; 
but  the  real  question  was,  whether  the 
practice  of  selecting  none  but  those  who 
were  called  **  pure  and  loyal  men,"  pro- 
fessing only  one  religion,  was  to  be  con- 
tinued or  not.  He  could  state,  from  per- 
sonal knowledge,  that  that  practice  had 
prevailed  in  the  county  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  (Tipperary);  and  al- 
though he  admitted  that  it  ofi*ercd  no  in- 
sult to  particular  individuals,  it  was  still  a 
wrong  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  as  the 
representative  of  a  Catholic  count}',  he  felt 
bound  to  protest  against  the  system.  At  the 
trial  of  Mr,  Smith  0*Brien,  at  Clonmel,  in 
September,  1848,  among  the  first  one  hun- 
dred names  called,  there  were  found  only 
five  Catholics;  but  at  the  spring  assizes 
for  the  same  year,  when  there  were  no  po- 
litical charges,  out  of  the  first  seventy-five 
names  called,  twenty-three  were  Catholics. 
The  only  remedy  for  the  evil  was  to  give 
strict  instructions  to  the  Crown  solicitor  to 
state  in  open  court  fairly  and  manfully  his 
objections  to  any  juror,  and  see  if  the  ob- 
jections were  sound  or  not;  and  if  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose, one  should  be  passed.  The  present 
partial  system  weakened  the  respect  for  the 
Jaw  in  Ireland,  where  a  man,  even  although 
he  might  have  been  fairly  convicted  of 
murder,  was  looked  upon  as  a  martyr,  if 
be  had  been  tried  by  a  sectarian  jury;  and 
until  a  total  change  in  the  jury  system  was 
introduced  into  Ireland,  discontent  and 
social  disorganisation  must  be  expected  to 
continue. 

Mr.  NAPIER  said,  the  precise  question 
before  the  House  was  this — a  special  jury 
was  applied  for  in  a  civil  action.     The 


panel  in  the  Crown  Court  and  the  special 
jurors*  book  were  constructed  on  an  en- 
tirely different  footing.  The  names  of  all 
the  gentlemen  competent  to  act  were  placed 
on  the  special  jurors*  book  in  alphabetical 
order.  The  sheriff  attended  the  striking 
of  the  jury,  which  was  done  in  this  man- 
ner :  certain  numbers  were  put  into  a  box, 
and  on  being  drawn  out,  a  reference  was 
made  to  the  book  to  ascertain  the  names, 
and  forty-eight  names  were  thus  selected 
by  ballot  out  of  the  whole  special  jurors' 
list  to  serve  on  every  cause  tried  by  a  spe- 
cial jury.  Then  what  did  the  law  allow  ? 
He  agreed  in  the  observation,  that  Ireland 
ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  English  insti- 
tutions. The  same  law  was  applicable  to 
both  countries.  Out  of  the  forty-eight 
names  so  selected,  the  law  allowed  each 
party  the  legal  right  to  object  to  twelve, 
without  being  answerable  to  any  tribunal; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  attorney  to 
strike  away  the  twelve  which  he  considered 
the  most  objectionable,  and  leave  the  rest. 
If  there  had  been  any  fraud,  the  'court 
ought  to  have  been  appealed  to  on  affidavit; 
and  he  decidedly  objected  to  the  system  of 
pretermitting  the  opportunity  of  going  be- 
fore the  judges,  and  involving  the  House 
of  Commons  in  a  religious  discussion,  when 
the  facts  were  not  fully  before  it.  He 
thought  Mr.  Kemmis  had  exercised  an 
honest  discretion,  and  on  every  ground  he 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  vote  with  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  pagan  admitted  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  contradict  Mr.  Kemmis 's 
denial  in  his  letter  of  having  been  in- 
fluenced by  any  religious  bias;  but  he  con- 
sidered that  the  charge  of  partiality  was 
justified,  when  they  remembered  that  in  a 
list  of  forty-eight  gentlemen  for  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  out  of  ten  Catholic  names 
upon  it,  nine  were  struck  off,  and  that 
some  of  the  nine  happened  to  be  some  of 
the  most  influential  and  leading  men  in  the 
county.  He  had  great  respect  for  those 
at  present  intrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  in  Ireland ;  but  he  must 
say  that  the  system  of  jury  packing 
had  prevailed  in  that  country  during  the 
last  two  years ;  and  the  present  case 
arising  out  of  recent  political  events, 
Mr.  Kemmis,  who  was  known  to  have 
strong  feelings  against  the  Catholics,  was 
believed  to  have  been  influenced  in  this  in- 
stance by  his  religious  prejudices.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  had  found  fault  with 
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his  (Mr.  Pagan's)  Friend  the  Memher  for 
Carlow  for  bringing  forward  this  question 
pending  the  cause;  but  it  was  not  brought 
to  trial  because  the  plaintiff  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  jury — not  because  the  jury 
were  not  respectable,  for  he  (Mr.  Fagan) 
believed  they  were — but  because  he  was 
under  the  conviction  that  justice  would  not 
be  done  in  consequence  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  jury  had  been  struck.  He  (Mr. 
Fagan)  hoped,  however,  that  such  convic- 
tion would  be  removed  from  the  plaintiff's 
mind  by  the  discussion  of  that  evening. 
He  admitted  that  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Kemmis  had  in  a  great  degree  removed 
from  his  mind  the  impression  that  he  was 
actuated  by  any  sectarian  feeling ;  but 
when  there  were  only  nineteen  Catholics 
altogether  on  the  sheriff's  special  list  in 
Tipperary,  it  must  be  admitted  that  list 
was  not  fairly  made  out,  for  certainly 
there  were  more  than  nineteen  Catholics  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary  who  were  entitled 
to  be  put  on  the  special  jurv  list. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said,  he 
must  join  with  his  hou.  and  learned  Col- 
league the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in 
requesting  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  not 
to  press  this  question  to  a  division.  He 
protested  against  the  House  at  all  enter- 
taining a  question  of  this  description  ex- 
cept there  was  a  direct  charge  of  corrup- 
tion brought  against  the  public  officer.  It 
was  not  to  be  contended  that  that  House 
should  sit  as  a  court  of  appeal  upon  his 
acts  on  the  ground  merely  that  he  exer- 
cised his  discretion  on  the  part  of  his 
client,  for  he  could  not  fairly  exercise  that 
discretion  if  his  acts  were  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  inquiry  in  that  House  or  else- 
where. They  would  fetter  his  discretion, 
which  should  be  left  totally  unfettered,  for 
otherwise  he  could  not  act  fairly  and  justly 
towards  his  clients.  He  had  assisted  in 
the  trial  of  many  political  offenders,  and 
had  often  given  instructions  to  strike  the 
names  of  gentlemen  off  the  list  of  jurors; 
but  there  never  had  been  the  sliirhtost 
discussion  in  that  House  as  to  the  undoubt- 
ed right  of  those  who  acted  for  him  to 
strike  the  names  of  twelve  persons  from 
the  list.  He  wished  the  same  mode  of 
law  to  be  applied  to  the  two  countries.  If 
there  was  to  be  a  Select  Committee,  let  it 
not  be  to  investigate  a  particular  ease;  but 
let  it  be  an  inquiry  bearing  on  sonic  gone- 
nl  measure  applicable  to  the  two  countries. 
and  if  the  system  was  defective,  then  have 
one  general  measure  for  the  reform  of  the 
law  in  both  countries.     At  a  period  when 


English  proprietors  were  about  to  embuk 
their  property  in  Ireland,  it  seemed  to  him 
that,  in  entertaining  tins  question,  they 
were  taking  a  course  that  was  lughly  calen* 
lated  to  shake  their  confidence.  They  did 
not  hear  of  such  complaints  being  made  in 
England,  and  nothing  conld  so  shake  the 
confidence  of  those  men  who  might  become 
the  purchasers  of  land  in  Ireland  as  to 
suppose  that  in  the  case  of  a  trial  before  a 
jury,  on  the  mere  assertion  of  parties,  the 
matter  might  be  brought  before  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  implored  of  the  House, 
whenever  there  was  a  matter  exciting  pnb- 
lic  interest  in  the  country,  and  when  the 
minds  of  jurors  should  be  calm,  not  to  fur- 
ther excite  the  minds  of  parties  in  the 
neighbourhood  by  provoking  discussion  in 
that  House.  Let  them  not  do  it  now  at 
the  very  moment  when  this  case  might  be 
about  to  be  brought  forward  before  the 
tribunal  that  was  to  try  it.  He  ^d  not 
draw  any  distinction  between  public  and 
private  cases,  but  objected  that  the  Hoose, 
except  in  cases  where  there  was  a  change 
of  corruption,  should  discuss  sudi  questions 
at  all.  He  trusted  the  hon.  Member  finr 
Carlow  would  be  satisfied  with  the  dis- 
avowal of  Mr.  Kemmis,  and  that  the  dis< 
cupsion  would  be  allowed  to  terminate. 

Mr.  HUME  thought  it  was  unwise,  im- 
politic, and  improper  to  bring  forward  any 
judicial  question  in  that  House  except  on 
specific  grounds.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  asked 
who  complained  of  such  a  thing  being  dine 
in  England;  and  his  (Mr.  Hume's)  answer 
was,  no  one;  because  in  England  the  juries 
were  justly  struck;  but  there  was  no  com- 
parison to  bo  made  in  that  respect  between 
England  and  Ireland.  Why  had  Sir  Gdlmaa 
O'Loghlen  made  a  regulation  that  no  man 
should  be  challenged  as  a  juror  on  acoonnt 
of  being  a  Roman  Catholic,  hut  because  the 
fact  of  a  man  being  a  Roman  Gatliblie» 
was  formerly  deemed  a  sufficient  ground 
for  striking  him  off  the  panel  ?  Wherever 
such  acts  were  committed,  or  where  there 
was  even  a  suspicion  of  such  acts  having 
been  committed,  the  Government  should 
not  wait  until  they  were  goaded  on  by  in- 
dividuals, but  should  voluntarily  do  their 
best  to  remove  all  grounds  of  complaint. 
The  fact  of  the  Orange  party  being  ailowed 
to  trample  under  foot  the  Roman  Catholics, 
had  been  the  cause  of  great  discontent,  and 
ho  trusted  he  would  sec  the  time  when  that 
system  would  be  put  an  end  to-*when 
Protestant  and  Cathotic  would  alike  enjoy 
the  civil  rights  they  were  entitled  to,  and 
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when  all  suspicion  of  injustice  would  be  re- 
moved. With  regard  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, the  matter  being  under  judgment  was 
a  sufficient  reason  for  not  pressing  the  in- 
quiry. 

Mb.  SADLEIR  felt  he  ought  not  to 
take  a  division  on  the  subject  that  night, 
not  precisely  on  account  of  the  reply  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Government,  but 
from  the  thin  state  of  the  House.  The 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  had  abandon- 
ed the  broad  constitutional  ground  on  which 
he  (Mr.  Sadleir)  had  put  the  question,  and 
had  endeavoured  to  lead  the  House  away 
upon  collateral  and  technical  issues,  and 
had  said  that  the  Irish  people  never 
should  have  heard  of  what  went  on  in  the 
office  of  the  gentleman  whose  duty  it  was 
to  preside  over  the  jury  ballot.  Now,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  a  man  of 
mature  experience,  he  had  grown  gray  in 
years,  and  was  familiar  with  the  prejudices 
and  feelings  of  his  countrymen ;  and  yet  he 
had  endeavoured  to  mislead  English  Gen- 
tlemen, and  to  delude  them  into  the  erro- 
neous notion  that  in  an  action  in  which  a 
private  individual  Roman  Catholic  was 
plaintiff,  and  the  Crown  was  substantially 
the  defendant,  the  mode  of  procedure 
adopted  by  the  Crown  officer  in  striking 
the  jury  could  be  cushioned  in  Ireland. 
Knowing,  as  the  people  of  Ireland  did,  that 
the  practical  working  of  the  system  enabled 
the  Crown  to  exclude  Roman  Catholics 
from  the  jury  box,  every  Irishman  looked 
with  anxiety  to  the  conduct  of  the  Crown 
Solicitor  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  **  Cal- 
lanan  against  Cameron."  Secrecy  in  Ire- 
land in  such  a  case  was  an  utter  impossi- 
bility. He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  disclaimed  cast- 
ing any  imputation  on  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Kemmis  as  a  private  gentleman,  or  saying 
that  there  had  been  any  legal  defect  in 
these  proceedings ;  but,  as  the  law  stood, 
a  discretionary  power  was  vested  in  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  and  the  charge  he  made 
against  Mr.  Kemmis  was  that  he  had  not 
exercised  that  discretionary  power  wisely, 
fairly,  or  justly.  He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  felt  he 
had  a  right  to  complain  that  he  had  never 
received  a  copy  of  Mr.  Kemmis's  letter, 
although  the  subject  was  brought  by  him 
before  the  House  last  Session,  and  had 
eince  been  much  discussed  in  Ireland.  Mr. 
Kemmis  had  represented  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  religious  opinions  of  the  nine 
gentlemen  whose  names  had  been  struck  out 
of  the  jury  list,  and  that  he  had  not  taken 
off  those  names  because  they  were  Roman 
Catholies.     He  (Mr.  Sadleir)  supposed  he 


must  give  his  credence  to  that  gentleman, 
and  must  believe  those  two  statements;  but 
he  must  tell  the  House  that  neither  one 
statement  nor  the  other  would  be  believed 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Kemmis  was  between  70 
and  80  years  of  age,  and  had  been  50  years 
attending  the  assize — ^many  of  those  years 
at  Clonmel,  where  some  of  those  nine  gen- 
tlemen acted  as  grand  jurors;  and  to  tell 
the  House  that  the  Crown  Solicitor  was 
not  aware  that  Mr.  Scully,  the  Messrs. 
Dohcrty,  and  the  Messrs.  Power,  were 
Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  was  what  would  not  be  be- 
lieved in  that  county,  or  in  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Munster.  Then,  as  to  Mr.  Kem- 
mis not  having  struck  off  the  nine  gentle- 
men because  they  were  Roman  Catholics, 
the  House  would  bear  in  mind  the  state- 
ment which  he  had  already  made,  and 
which  had  not  been  contradicted,  that  Mr. 
Kemmis  went  up  and  down  the  list,  and 
one  after  the  other  took  from  it  the  names 
of  those  nine  gentlemen,  and  having  done 
so,  ho  proceeded  to  take  off  three  Protes- 
tant gentlemen.  To  say  that  this  was  all 
done  by  accident,  was  a  statement  which 
would  not  be  believed  in  Ireland.  He 
would  not  divide  the  House,  but  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Mr.  KER  begged  to  make  an  observa- 
tion with  respect  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, in  reference  to  the  Orange  party  in 
Ireland.  He  begged  to  enter  his  protest 
against  that  party  being  supposed  to  have 
any  association  with,  or  to  be  affected  by 
the  acts  of  the  Solicitor  General  of  a 
Whig  Government  in  Ireland.  It  was 
possible  that  the  Orange  party  themselves 
might  hereafter  be  found  complaining,  and 
for  the  same  reason  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics complained  on  the  present  occasion. 

Motion  negatived. 

PROCESS  AND  PRACTICE  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Readintj  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time.'' 

Mb.  NAPIER  made  an  appeal  to  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, on  behalf  of  some  of  the  oflScers  of 
the  Irish  Court,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  which 
was  considered  equivalent  to  a  freehold; 
but  who,  under  the  37th  Clause  of  this  Act, 
were  to  receive  compensation  at  the  mere 
discretion  of  the  Commissioners  of   the 
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TroiiNiiry.  TIiih  clauBo  had  created  the 
^roatortt  alfiriii  in  Ireland,  and  be  hoped 
that  h'lH  hun.  and  loarncd  Friend  would 
oon^tMit  to  alter  it  in  Committee. 

The  SOIilCITOK  GKNKRAL  wasdis- 
])oH(ul  to  admit  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  force*  in  what  hin  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  iir^ud,  and  ho  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Trtmnury  would  accede  to  the  claims  of 
those  Gontlomon.  lie  could  not,  however, 
pvo  any  promise  on  a  subject  which  it  was 
not  within  his  province  to  determine.  He 
ehould  propose  to  commit  the  Bill  pro 
fornuif  and  introduce  several  alterations, 
before  it  underwent  a  discussion  in  Com- 
mittee, and  he  would,  therefon\  fix  the 
Committee  for  the  2M\\  inst.,  upon  the 
undorstAndin^  that  a  later  period  should 
bt«  taken  for  the  bona  fitle  committal  of  the 
Bill, 

l^ill  n^ad  2^.  and  committed  for  Monday, 
*2ox\i  Fobruarv. 


COURT  OF  CllANOFRY  vlKFl.AXD)  UlLL. 

Or\ier  for  Second  Keadinsr  read. 

Motion  niad<;.  and  Question  pn>po5«\l, 
'•  ThAt  the  Bill  be  now  n>ad  a  SccvMiJ 
Tmu\ 

Mr.  TURNKR  sAid,   that  ho  was  as 
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the  whole  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland  on  proceedings  bj 
petition  and  affidavit.  Now,  what  was  the 
difference  between  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend's  proposition  and  the  course  which 
was  now  pursued  ?  Did  the  present  pro- 
ceeding by  bill  differ  from  the  proceeding 
by  petition,  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  proposed  to  substitute  for  it  ?  Tak- 
ing into  account  the  fact  that  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  give  the  petitioners  power  to 
annex  interrogatories  to  their  petition,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  merely  giving 
another  name  to  a  similar  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, with  this  additional  inconvenience, 
that  whereas,  in  the  proceedings  by  bill, 
the  signature  of  counsel  was  a  guarantee 
for  the  statements  which  it  embodied,  a 
petition  might  contain  any  allegation  which 
a  solicitor  chose  to  insert,  thus  losing  the 
seounty  afforded  by  the  attention  and  care 
of  counsel  to  the  introduction  on  the  record 
of  that  only  which  was  material  to  be 
stated  for  the  consideration  of  the  court. 
Ap^in.  by  this  proceeding  by  petition  and 
adidavit,  the  advantage — not  a  yery  great 
one.  but  still  not  to  be  left  out  of  sight — 
of  cn>$$- examining  witnesses,  was  lost  alto- 


gt'tbor.  and  the  court  would  be  called  upon 
anxious  to  avo:d  the  delays  and  oxpor.»o  !  to  adjudicate  on  claims  to  property  of  an 
incurred  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  lr\>-  j  en.^rmous  ar::ount — 50,000,000/.  at  least 
land,  ar.d  he  wou'd  add.  of  the  Court  of   — ^y  a  poi:;Jon  rerified  by  affidavit  only. 


C::accery  in  £r.^*.arL.i,  as  his  hc^n.  ar.d  He  ^iki  not  mean  to  say  that  proceedings 
kamed  Frierd  iho  S/.io*:v^r  Oor.or*':  ard  by  Ty::;;:,-.r.  ocfht  not  to  be  adopted  in  any 
he  b.ped,  oisher  :r.:r.:oi:A:o>  KtVro  Fas>'c*so:  >ut  he  would  assert  that  in  many 
tor  vT  :r-::riv.:aTcy  a:";<:r»Ards.  to  :r.:rAlc»v    oas;*^  s^ri  prv>ceei^gs  would  lead  to  great 


a  r>£'nx>ay  rw"^7  tr.o  Ci.av  sra  oxivr.so  .wa-  .s>>*.  a^^i  t^yu  aner  all  the  expense  of  it 
sivCv^i  bv  iho  T-:\««>^ii-.rrs  :r.  the  Cour:  *:  r.*.*.  Kvc.  :T>fTcrred,  recourse  mast  he  had 
CVir:>:rT  :r.  Er.r.ir.v'..     lli'kir^  r.'.A.:i»  ;>&:    :.^  ;>:   :>:?•£  c.ai:$e  of  the  BiD,  which  em- 

?>.*•■;•  ^-^i  :li*  Coicri  i.>f  Chancery  to  direct  a 
s;-:  :.-  >f  :i;<::mi^.  He  woold  also  beg 
:>;-  £::^7r>:4:  cc  t^  Hoose  to  the  fourth 
,' jiiTSf,  ^r.jco:  Tcrrioed  that  if  any  party, 
:Apr  .'C  ti>e  Tc\x*eedings,  objected 
a:  7rAe>eedin^  by  petition,  he 
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r  \:-' :  *.7«T»';   ;.•  tSf  c.»ar5  to  stop  the  pro- 
.',v..  :o^  jti>£  ^.^,v:  a  sc:t  to  he  instituted 
-.^rj.-*  w:s* ;  ▼^horocTKm  the  court 
n\:i.v;  ^v't  or3:>r  as  should  seem  to 
-1^>  I'oir.    ai«i  learned   Friend 
v-rj^  ix>oa5cTV!S  he  pleased  to 
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s*-..— ,v  ^.•  7\*v'!«s:-,r^*  of  the  Court  of 
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brought  into  operation.  One  of  the  great 
evils  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  was,  and 
always  had  been  since  the  foundation 
of  the  court,  that  it  would  do  no  jus- 
tice unless  it  could  do  complete  justice; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  when  a 
question  arose  on  the  construction  of  a 
deed  or  will,  the  Court  of  Chancery  or- 
dered that  the  whole  accounts  of  an  estate 
should  be  taken  before  it  pronounced  an 
opinion.  Day  by  day  cases  came  under 
his  consideration  as  counsel,  in  which  he 
could  give  no  opinion  till  this  process  had 
been  gone  through.  The  result  was,  that 
the  estate  went  into  the  Master's  office, 
and  hundreds  of  pounds  were  spent  before 
he  could  determine  whether  the  residue 
was  vested  or  not.  He  alluded  to  that 
part  of  the  Bill  which  empowered  persons 
to  present  a  petition  for  the  opinion  of  the 
court  upon  a  special  case;  but  he  must  see 
that  this  clause  was  carried  out  with  safety 
to  the  rights  of  married  women  and  infants, 
as  it  was  well  known  that  all  sorts  of  con- 
trivances were  resorted  to  to  defeat  the 
claims  of  such  parties.  The  ninth  clause 
provided  that  a  party  might  file  a  petition, 
praying  for  the  opinion  of  the  court  upon 
a  special  case,  and  that  it  should  he  lawful 
for  the  court  to  give  judgment  upon  such 
petition,  which  judgment  should  bind  all 
such  persons  as  the  court  should  direct, 
and  in  default  of  such  direction,  should 
bind  all  such  persons  as  presented  the  pe- 
tition. In  the  absence,  then,  of  any  di- 
rection by  the  court,  the  petitioners  would 
be  bound  by  the  result  of  that  petition,  and 
nobody  else.  But  then  the  clause  went  on 
to  enact  as  follows : — 

"  And  when  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  desired 
in  any  matter  in  which  any  infant,  idiot,  lunatic, 
married  woman,  or  any  person  uncertain,  un- 
known, or  not  to  be  found,  is  interested,  it  shall 
bo  lawful  for  the  Master  of  the  court  in  rotation 
to  direct  the  presenting  of  such  petition  by  way  of 
special  case,  on  behalf  of  the  infant,  idiot,  lunatic, 
married  woman,  or  such  other  person,  and  such 
direction  of  the  Master  shall  be  conclusive  to  all 
intents  and  purposes." 

If,  then,  any  hon.  Member  of  that  House 
happened  to  have  a  child  abroad  in  Italy 
or  in  France,  anybody  might  go  to  the 
Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  pre- 
sent a  petition  in  the  shape  of  a  special 
case,  upon  which  the  Master's  direction 
would  be  conclusive;  and  when  the  infant 
returned  to  this  country  he  might  find  all 
his  property  gone  without  the  sanction 
or  concurrence  of  anybody  who  had  the 
least  right  to  interfere  in  his  concerns. 
Now,  this  was  not  the  manner  in  which 


the  House  ought  to  legislate.  Acts  of 
Parliament  ought  to  be  more  carefully  pre- 
pared when  they  came  before  the  House  in 
the  shape  of  Bills,  than  was  the  case  with 
the  present  measure.  On  looking  into  the 
next  branch  of  the  Bill,  he  found  it  pro- 
posed that  the  court  should  have  power, 
when  any  petition  was  presented  with  re- 
spect to  the  administration  of  the  estate  of 
a  deceased  person,  the  foreclosure  and  re- 
demption of  mortgages,  the  appointment  of 
new  trustees,  and  the  allowance  and  main- 
tenance to  infants,  and  also  with  respect 
to  such  other  branches  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, with  the  assistance  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  should  by  any  general  order  from 
time  to  time  direct,  refer  the  petition  to 
the  Master,  without  notice  to  any  other 
parties,  either  generally  or  with  such  spe- 
cial directions  as  to  the  court  might  seem 
fit.  Let  the  House  only  conceive  the  state 
to  which  these  provisions  would  reduce  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  He  would  take  the 
case  which  constantly  occurred,  of  eight, 
ten,  or  twenty  parties  going  before  the 
Master,  all  represented  by  one  solicitor. 
The  House  would  observe  that,  by  the 
thirteenth  clause  of  the  Bill,  the  Master 
was  empowered  to  give  such  relief  as  the 
case  might  require,  and  was  to  have  the 
same  jurisdiction  as  might  have  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  court  in  a  suit.  The  court 
was  thus  enabled  to  escape  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  adjudication  on  matters  re- 
ferred by  parties  to  its  decision,  and  the 
powers  of  the  court  were  given  to  the  Mas- 
ter, who  must  be  set  in  motion  by  the  soli- 
citor; and  in  every  case  when  there  were 
eight,  or  ten,  or  twenty  parties  before  him, 
there  might  be  as  many  propositions  before 
the  Master  as  to  what  he  should  do.  Bad 
as  the  existing  system  was,  it  was  twenty 
times  better  than  that  which  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  establish.  He  wished  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General 
to  understand  that  he  made  these  observa- 
tions with  a  full  regard  to  the  other  duties 
which  he  had  to  discharge,  and  to  the  im- 
possibility of  his  minutely  considering  the 
language  and  details  of  the  Bill.  But  he 
pressed  his  objections  with  the  greater 
force  on  account  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
last  Session,  which  the  House  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  pass  another  Act  to  suspend, 
and  it  was  therefore,  he  said,  that  this  Bill 
was  quite  a  disgrace  to  legislation.  The 
thirteenth  clause,  which  was  the  one  now  in 
question,  provided  that  the  Master  should 
exercise   the  powers  which  it  conferre4 


731       Court  of  Chancery 


{COMMONS} 


(JMmd)  J7iS. 


732 


upon  bim,  within  the  limits  and  subject  to 
the  restrictions  and  regulations  therein 
provided.  Now,  he  had  searched  through 
the  Bill,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to  find 
what  limits  or  restrictions  or  regulations 
there  were  by  which  the  Master  was  to  be 
guided.  He  would  suggest  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  propriety  of  either  with- 
drawing this  Bill,  and  bringing  in  another 
in  a  more  efficient  shape,  or  of  referring  it 
to  a  Select  Committee,  where  it  might  be 
moulded  into  a  form  fit  for  the  wants  and 
exigencies,  not  only  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  Ireland,  but  in  England  also.  He 
could  assure  him  that  every  notion  that 
bad  crossed  his  (Mr.  Turner's)  mind  on  the 
subject  of  reform  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
would  be  quite  open  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  if  he  desired  it.  His  (Mr.  Turner's) 
own  Bill  was  in  the  course  of  preparation, 
and,  as  he  had  said  already,  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the  House 
either  immediately  before  or  immediately 
after  Easter. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  con- 
fessed  that  he  was  a  little  taken  by  sur- 
prise at  the  wai-mth  exhibited  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Coven- 
try, but  he  was  quite  aware  that  this  was 
only  the  beginning  of  a  great  deal  of  oppo- 
sition which  the  Bill  would  have  to  en- 
counter. He  could  not  say,  however,  that 
the  observations  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  quite  convinced  him  that  the 
Bill  was  so  defective  as  he  represented. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  that 
the  proceedings  by  petition  was  objection- 
able, because  it  was  nothing  more  than  pro- 
ceeding by  bill.  If  so,  it  certainly  would 
not  be  more  objectionable  than  the  present 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  objection  that  a 
petition  had  not  the  sanction  of  counsel's 
signature  might  be  obviated,  when  the  Bill 
got  into  Committee,  by  requiring  counsel's 
signature  to  a  petition.  Ilis  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  said  that  statements  might 
be  introduced  into  a  petition  which  would 
not  appear  in  a  bill;  but  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  Court  of  Chanccrv  had 
the  power  of  striking  out  any  portion  of 
the  proceedings  which  was  not  relevant  to 
the  matter  in  issue,  and  of  making  the 
parties  pay  for  the  improper  introduction 
of  that  matter.  Their  jurisdiction  extend- 
ed as  much  over  petitions  as  over  proceed- 
ings by  bill  in  this  respect.  And  it  should 
be  recollected  that  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  bill  were  in  proportion  to  its 
length,  which  was  not  the  case  in  petition; 
and  one  of  the  greatest  reforms  in  the  Court 


of  Chancery  would  be  to  make  it  the  in- 
terest of  the  practitioner  not  to  make  the 
proceedings  of  great  length.  Another  ob- 
jection put  forward  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  was,  that  there  was  no  cross-ex- 
amination of  witnesses.  That  obiection 
was  open  to  a  doable  answer.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Bill  provided  that  the  par- 
ties who  proceeded  by  petition  might  an- 
nex interrogatories  to  the  petition,  while 
the  respondents  also  might  file  interroga- 
tories, to  be  answered  by  the  petitioners. 
The  court  also  had  power  given  by  the  Bill 
to  direct  evidence  to  be  taken  vivd  voce. 
But  the  system  of  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses in  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  so 
preposterous,  that  the  late  Mr.  Bell  stated, 
when  examined  before  a  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  reform  of  the  Court  of  Chanceiy, 
that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  experience 
he  never  had  cross-examined  a  witness, 
unless  he  had  examined  in  chief,  or  unless 
he  could  be  cross-examined  on  the  ground 
of  interest.  The  reason  for  this  cantion 
was  obvious  to  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  practice  of  the  court;  the  witness 
was  cross-examined  without  its  being  known 
what  he  had  deposed  to  in  his  examination 
in  chief.  The  consequence  was,  as  all  prac- 
titioners of  the  Court  of  Chancery  knew, 
that  a  cross-examination  was  very  Hkely  to 
prove  an  adversary's  case.  Another  objec- 
tion urged  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
was,  that  the  9th  clause  provided  that  the 
opinion  of  the  court  upon  a  special  case 
bound  the  parties  by  whom  ^e  petition 
was  presented,  and  also  those  parties  who 
were  under  disabilities,  if  a  petition  was 
presented  in  their  name.  But  in  the  latter 
class  of  cases  the  sanction  of  the  court  or 
of  the  master  must  be  obtained  before  the 
question  could  be  argued.  Then  counsel 
appeared,  and  argued  on  behalf  of  the 
party  disabled,  and  whether  that  party  was 
in  England  or  in  France  was  of  no  more 
importance  than  whether  he  ¥ra8  in  the 
next  street  or  at  the  sea-side.  No  special 
case  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  master  if 
a  mere  stranger  interposed.  Some  reliance 
must  be  placed  on  the  judges  of  the  court, 
and  their  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  equity.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
say  that  the  phraseology  of  this  Bill  was 
exact  in  every  particular,  and  ho  should  be 
only  too  happy  to  avail  himself  of  the  re- 
sults of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend's 
knowledge  and  experience  when  he  brought 
forward  his  Bill;  but  he  must  say  that  the 
present  system  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
amounted  to  a  denial  of  justice  in  a  rery 
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great  number  of  cases,  since  it  had  been 
stated  by  so  high  an  authority  as  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  Leigh,  that  no  man  recommended  a 
recourse  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  unless 
the  matter  in  dispute  was  of  the  value  of 
1,0002.  That  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Eng- 
lish system  of  procedure;  and  as  it  was  es- 
sential to  alter  this  cumbrous  system,  the 
Legislature  could  not  well  do  otherwise 
than  trust  to  the  discretion  of  the  judges  to 
make  such  orders  as  they  thought  fit  to 
issue  for  that  purpose.  His  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Friend  objected  to  the  clause  by  which 
certain  classes  of  petitions  might  be  refer- 
red summarily  to  the  master,  even  without 
notice,  and  by  which  he  was  empowered  to 
determine  what  the  parties  themselves 
wished  to  refer  to  the  decision  of  the  court. 
He  admitted  that  the  court  ought  to  deter- 
mine all  those  matters  which  should  be  de- 
cided before  a  reference  to  the  master, 
and  therefore  the  Bill  gave  a  permissive 
and  not  a  compulsory  power.  The  clause 
specified  four  particular  classes  of  cases. 
ISo^,  let  it  be  supposed  that  a  man 
filed  a  long  Bill  stating  a  will,  and 
other  proceedings,  under  which  he  was 
interested.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
tilings  there  would  be  a  Bill,  an  answer, 
an  amended  Bill,  a  second  answer,  a  repli- 
eation,  and  so  on,  till  five  or  six  counsel 
were  retained  to  conduct  the  proceedings 
in  court,  and  then  one  of  them  would  get 
up  and  say,  **  My  Lord,  this  is  a  common 
administration  suit,  and  1  ask  for  the  usual 
decree."  Now,  he  (the  Solicitor  General) 
would  say,  **  Get  the  usual  decree  at  once, 
and  abolish  proceedings  which  are  of  no 
use  whatever,  except  to  put  money  in  the 
pocket  of  the  practitioner."  So,  again, 
with  respect  to  the  foreclosure  and  redemp- 
tion of  mortgages;  it  was  proposed  that 
these  matters  of  course  should  be  referred 
to  the  master  in  the  first  instance.  Very 
considerable  steps  had  already  been  taken 
in  that  direction,  as  the  working  of  the 
Joint  Stock  Companies  Act  evinced.  The 
master  took  the  accounts,  which  was  the 
only  matter  in  issue  between  the  parties, 
who  had,  nevertheless,  the  power  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  court  from  his  decision.  A 
power  was  also  reserved  to  the  court  to 
■ubstitute  the  old  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
to  parties  also  to  apply  to  the  court  for  the 
same  purpose,  at  the  peril,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, of  costs.  There  might,  perhaps, 
be  objections  to  the  wording  of  the  Bill, 
but  he  felt  that  he  was  justified  in  calling 
on  the  House  to  support  him  in  carrying 
it  into  Committee.    Ho  must  now  beg  per- 


mission of  the  House  to  say  one  word  on  a 
matter  personal  to  himself.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Coventry  alluded  to 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  disgraceful  le- 
gislation as  regarded  a  Bill  which  was 
brought  in  and  passed  last  year,  and  with 
respect  to  which,  towards  the  end  of  the 
Session,  another  Bill  was  introduced  to 
suspend  its  operation  until  a  late  period  in 
the  present  year.  The  Bill  which  passed 
last  year  through  both  Houses,  would,  he 
believed,  be  found  highly  beneficial,  and 
he  was  not  aware  until  a  late  period  that 
objections  were  entertained  to  some  of  its 
provisions  in  certain  quarters.  He  might 
have  stopped  the  Bill  at  any  of  its  stages, 
as  was  well  known  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Newark,  but  he  preferred  al- 
lowing it  to  pass,  and  bringing  in  a  short 
Bill  to  suspend  its  operation  for  a  certain 
period;  he,  therefore,  did  not  think  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  jus- 
tified in  using  the  expression  "  disgraceful 
legislation." 

Mr.  TURNER,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  did  not  allude  to  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
but  to  that  of  the  present  year.  He  did 
not  intend,  in  the  hasty  expression  he  had 
used,  to  give  any  personal  offence. 

Notice  taken,  that  forty  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted;  and  forty 
Members  not  being  present. 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  February  13,  1850, 

M1KUTBS.3    Public  Bills— !<>  Parliamentary  Voten,  dtc 
(Ireland) ;  Elections  (Ireland) ;  Highwayi. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY,  ETC.  BILL. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time." 

Col.  THOMPSON  said,  the  Act  for 
the  establishment  of  this  railway  had  been 
obtained  on  the  ground  of  its  promising  in- 
creased accommodation  to  the  public,  par- 
ticularly the  less  opulent  classes.  And 
now  this  Bill  was  brought  in,  to  repeal 
those  obligations.  He  further  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  introduction 
of  a  clause  confirming  to  the  directors  the 
power  of  opening  parcels  to  see  if  the 
sender  had  inclosed  two  parcels  instead  of 
one.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to 
propose  to  enact,  that  every  man  should 
be  obliged  to  make  up  his  parcel  to  a  hun* 
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dredweight  with  stones  and  gravel,  in  order  the  writer's  belief,  had  been  hanged.  All 
that  the  railway  might  charge  for  it.  He  ho  could  say  in  reference  to  that  assertion 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  i  was,  that  all  his  relatives  in  Canada  enter- 
this  day  six  months.  '  tained  very  different  views  from  what  ho 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  had  advocated  with  regard  to  that  colony 
word  "  now,**  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques-  — that  none  of  them  had  been  sympathisers 
tion  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six  in  the  cause  of  the  French  or  insurgent 
months.**  party,  but  that  they  had,  on  the  contrary, 

Mr.  H.  BERKELEY  said,  that  hav-  acted  against  that  party — ^that  be  had  lost 
ing  moved  this  Bill,  in  the  absence  of  an  '  no  relative  throughout  these  transactions, 
hon.  Friend,  in  his  absence  he  should  with- 1  and  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  influ- 
draw  it.  |  enced  by  feelings  of  revenge  in  the  course 

Mr.  GOULBURN  did  not  think  it  right ;  which  he  had  taken — and  that*  in  point  of 
to  throw  out  the  whole  Bill  on  account  of  \  fact,  he  had  not  been  actuated  by  any  such 
one  clause,  and  thought  it  had  better  bo  motives.  He  had  heard  a  variety  of  state- 
read  a  second  time. 

Col.  THOMPSON  would  not  press  for 
a  division  now. 

Question  proposed,    **  That  the    word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question.'* 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2°,  and  committed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


ments  made  and  insinuations  thrown  out 
against  him  with  regard  to  this  subject, 
but  with  these  he  had  nothing  to  do  on  this 
occasion.  In  offering  the  present  explana- 
tion, he  had  been  influenced  by  a  feeling  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  those  whom  be 
held  dear,  and  he  therefore  trusted  that  he 
should  be  pardoned  for  giving  this  explaot- 
tion  to  the  House. 

HIGHWAYS  (DISTRICT    SURVEYORS) 

BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mil.  FREWEN  moved  the  second  read- 


MR.  ROEBUCK  AND  THE  "MORNING 
CHRONICLE." 
Mr.  ROEBUCK  said,  he  had  to  solicit 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  a  personal 
matter.  He  did  not  like  doing  so  where  it ,'  ing  of  this  Bill.  He  said  that  no  person 
was  possible  to  avoid  it,  but  in  this  instance  '  had  a  stronger  objection  to  placing  power 
he  had  no  other  means  of  setting  himself  in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible  body  thsn 
right  before  the  public,  and  it  was  besides  he  had,  but  he  believed  that  bj  adopting 
a  matter  which  referred  to  the  memory  of ,  the  system  of  the  baronial  sessions  whi<i 
persons  who  were  dear  to  him.  In  conse- '  existed  in  Ireland,  and  on  which  the  mogis- 
quence  of  certain  observations  which  he  had  ,  tratos  and  the  higher  class  of  ratepayers 
thought  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  in  that  were  associated  together  for  the  manage- 
House  a  few  evenings  since  on  the  subject  ment  of  the  roads,  that  considerable  im- 
of  the  recent  proceedings  in  Ceylon,  he  provement  might  be  effected.  What  he 
found  in  one  of  the  public  journals,  the  .  proposed  was  to  associate  the  commissioners 
Morning  Chronicle  of  this  day,  the  follow-  '  of  assessed  taxes  with  the  magistrates  of 
ing  observations  having  reference  to  him.  i  each  district  for  the  management  of  the 
After  commenting  at  some  length  on  his  highways;  and  ho  believed  that  such  a  pita 
speech,  it  proceeds  to  say  : —  i  would  be  much  more  advisable  than  the 

"  Let  us  tost  Mr.  Roebuck  himself  by  the  mca- '  course  that  had  been  recommended  of  pl»- 
sure  which  ho  wishes  to  iiieto  out  to  our  colonies   cing  tlio  roads  under  the  care  of  the  board 

— we  bog  his  pjirdon — to  our  conquered  dependen-  gf  (guardians. 

cies      We  believe  he  lost  a  relative,  amongst  the         1[q^,q^    ,uade,  and    Question  proposed, 

ranks  of  the  Canadian  sympathisers,  during  the  ,.  mi     .    ^i       t>'ii  i                         i  o          j 

antepenultimate  troubles  in  Canada.     And  we  be-  **  That  the    Bill  be    noW  read,  a  Sccond 

lieve — and  to  his  credit  wo  say  it — that  he  left  no  ,  TmiC. 

stone  unturned  to  avenge  his  death,  which  he  con- 1       SiH  W.   JOLLIFFE    opposed   the  Bill, 

sidered  to  have  been  an  unjust  act."  i„  ^^i^jch  ho  said  there  were  many  clauses 

And  then  there  was  afterwards  a  supposi-  of  an  unusual  character.     A  measure  upon 

titious  case  put,  how  he  would  have  acted  in  the  subject  of  highways  was  about  to  be 

that  ease  if  his  brother  had  been  hanged,  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  hon.  Member 

thus  leaving  the  woild  to  suppose,  what  for   Herefordshire,   and   it  would   be  the 

the  direct  asdcrtion  previously  made  would  better  course  to  allow  the  Government  Bill 

naturally  suggest,  that  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  to  be  seen  before  proceeding  with  the  one 

having  lost  a  relative  during  the  disturb-  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
anccs  in  Canada,  that  relative,  according  to       Mu,  C,  LEWIS  asked  the  hon.  Gentle* 
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man  the  Member  for  East  Sussex  to  post- 
pone his  Bill  until  the  one  he  was  about  to 
propose  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
yernment  should  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Members. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  •*  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six 
months/' 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Amendment  and  Motion,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Bill  to  be  read  2°  on  Wednesday  the  6th 
of  March. 

COUNTY  RATES  AND  EXPENDITURE 

BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.    M.    GIBSON,    after    presenting 
some  petitions  in  favour  of  the  establish- 
ment of  boards  for  the  control  of  county 
expenditure,    proceeded  to   say,    that   he 
should  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble 
the  House  with  many  observations  in  mov- 
ing the  Second  Reading  of  the  County  Rates 
and  Expenditure  Bill,  because  the  House 
was  tolerably  familiar   with  the   subject, 
the  Bill  being  similar  to  the  measure  which 
was  before  it  last  Session,  both  in  its  prin- 
ciple and  in  all  its  leading  details ;  and  he 
was  rather  taking  up  a  measure  which  could 
not  be  completed  last  year,  than  introduc- 
ing a  new  Bill.     He  had  taken  charge  of 
the  measure  at  the  request  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose,  who  brought  it  forward 
last  year,   and   who,    in  fact,    originated 
this  proposal  of  a  system  of  county  coun- 
cils to  control  county  expenditure,  analo- 
gous to  the  system  introduced  in  boroughs 
to  enable  town-councils  to  control  the  mu- 
nicipal penditure.     It  was  desirable,  how- 
ever, to   remove   a  few  misapprehensions 
which    had    arisen    respecting   this   Bill. 
There  had  been  an  idea  that,  as  an  hon. 
Member  had  expressed  it,  it  was  to  super- 
sede Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace. 
It  was  not  a  Bill  to  supersede  them,  but  to 
give  the  ratepayers  in  counties  a  concur- 
rent control  with  Her  Majesty's  justices  of 
the  peace  over  the  county  expenditure;  and 
it  was  entirely  remote  from  his  (Mr.  Gib- 
son's) mind,  in  promoting  this  measure, 
that  he  was  in  any  way  disparaging  Her 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  or  wishing 
to  supersede  them  in  any  of  their  judicial 
duties.     Already  we  had  the  precedent  of 
elected  guardians  and  justices  of  the  peace 
working   harmoniously  together,    and  en- 
gaged in  controlling  local  expenditure  under 
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the  head  of  poor-rate.  The  Commission 
appointed  in  1836  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject  of  county  rates,  saw  no  objection 
to  the  constitution  of  such  boards  as  those 
now  proposed,  consisting  partly  of  justices, 
and  partly  of  ratepayers,  to  control  the 
county  expenditure.  The  report  of  that 
Commission  stated — 

"  The  principle  of  the  county  rate  seems  open 
to  serious  objection  upon  the  ground  that  the 
charge  is  imposed  by  persons  not  chosen  by  the 
ratepayers  ;  no  other  tax  of  such  magnitude  is 
laid  upon  the  subject  except  by  his  representatives. 
It  is  impossible  not  to  admit  that  the  persons  who 
contribute  to  the  county  rate  have  little  control 
over  its  expenditure.  The  administration  of  this 
fund  is  the  exercise  of  an  irresponsible  power  in- 
trusted to  a  fluctuating  body." 

The  Commissioners  went  on  to  hint  at  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  very  similar  to  that  now 
before  the  House.    It  was  proposed  by  this 
Bill  to  establish  county  financial  boards  to 
control  the  assessing  of  county  rates  and 
the  expenditure  of  county  rates;  that  these 
boards  should  consist  of  ratepayers  elected 
by  the  different  boards  of  guardians,  and 
justices  of  the  peace  elected  by  the  jus- 
tices ;  that  to  these  boards  should  be  trans- 
ferred all  the  financial  powers  now  vested 
in  the  justices  of  the  peace;  but  the  Bill 
would  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  their 
judicial  powers,  or  afiect  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.     An  objection  was  started 
the  other  evening  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire,  who   intimated   that  it 
was   not   fitting    for    Gentlemen   holding 
opinions  similar  to  his  (Mr.  Gibson's)  to  be 
asking  that  tenant-farmers  and  occupiers 
should  have  a  control  over  this  expendi- 
ture, having  always  contended  that  rates 
fell  upon  rent,  and  that  therefore  the  occu- 
pier  had  no  permanent  interest  in  their 
control.    He  (Mr.  Gibson)  adhered  to  that 
view;  but,  although  at  every  fresh  bargain 
between  a   tenant   and   his    landlord   the 
amount  of  rates  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  agreeing  upon  the  rent,  yet,  when 
an  agreement  was  once  entered  into,  the 
tenant  had  a  clear  and  obvious  interest,  in 
preventing  during  the  currency  of  the  term 
of  his  tenancy,  an  extravagant  expenditure, 
or  the  rates  being  larger  than  ho  calculated 
on  when  he  entered  into  the  agreement. 
In  Lancashire  the  county  rate  in  one  year 
rose  from   125,000?.  to  175,000?.     That 
sudden  increase  must  have  been  borne  by 
the  occupying  tenants,  who  however  had 
no  opportunity  of  deciding  whether  the  ex- 
penditure   was    judicious.      But  if  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  (Mr. 
Gibson's)  introducing  tliis  Bill,  with  hi^ 
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opinions,  there  could  be  none  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  hon.  Member's  supporting  it, 
for  the  whole  of  his  policy  seemed  to  be 
founded  upon  the   conviction  that  these 
rates  were  paid,  at  first  and  at  last,  by  the 
tenant-occupiers;  how  then  could  he  ob- 
ject to  giving  them  a  power  over  the  county 
expenditure  ?     A  petition  from  Bucking- 
hamshire set  forth  the  case  so  well  that 
the  House  would  perhaps  allow  a  part  of  it 
to  be  cited  to  them.     It  came  from  the 
Aylesbury  union.      That   union,    it    was 
stated,  contained  forty  parishes,    mostly 
agricultural;    and  the   petitioners    repre- 
sented that  they  were   principally   occu- 
piers of  land,  and   in  that   capacity  con- 
tributed   very    largely  to    the  poor-rates, 
over  which  the    Legislature  had   allowed 
the  ratepayers  a  right  of   administration 
and    control ;    but   that    the    petitioners 
also    contributed    largely  to   the   county 
rates,    and,   without   wishing   to   impugn 
the  propriety  of  their  application,  urged 
that  the   principle    of    supervision  which 
Parliament  had   sanctioned    in    the    case 
of   poor-rates,    should    also   be   extended 
to  the  county  rates;   that  60,000?.   had 
lately  been  charged  upon  the  rates  for  the 
county  on  the  erection  of  a  new  county 
gaol,  and  a  large  further  expenditure  was 
contemplated  in  the  erection  of  a  lunatic 
asylum.  [Colonel  Sibthorp:  Hear,  hear!] 
The  meaning  of  that  cheer  evidently  was 
that  Acts  of  Parliament  and   the   Home 
Office  imposed  on  the  magistrates  the  obli- 
gation to   erect  these  gaols  and  lunatic 
Asylums,  and  that  they  were  not  respon- 
sible for  that  expenditure.    So  did  Acts  of 
Parliament  impose  upon  guardians  the  ob- 
ligation to  relieve  the  destitute  poor;   but, 
nevertheless,    the    Legislature    gave    the 
ratepayers  a  control  over  the  expenditure 
of  the   poor-rate,  and  a  voice  upon   the 
question  whether  the  applicants  for  relief 
were  fit  persons  to  receive  it.    Just  so,  be- 
cause Acts  of  Parliament  had  imposed  the 
obligation  to  erect  gaols  and  lunatic  asy- 
lums, it  did  not  follow  that  those  who  had 
to  pay  for  them  might  not  have  a  voice  in 
the  making  of  contracts,  and  in  the  con- 
sideration whether    more    accommodation 
was  provided  and  greater  expenditure  in- 
curred than  was  necessary.     In  Yorkshire 
a  sum  of  200,000Z.  was  expended,  he  be- 
lieved, in  prison-building  for  the  reception 
of  160  prisoners.     lie  had  been  informed 
that   the   requisite  accommodation   might 
have  been  provided  for  35,000/.     It  would 
be  a  great  public  evil  if  lunatic  asylums 
and  prisons  were  not  properly  erected  and 


regulated;  but  it  was  quite  eonsiBtent 
a  due  regard  to  this  consideration  that  tin 
ratepayers  should  haTO  this  control,  and 
wo  might  hope  that  they  would  be  as 
much  alive  to  the  importance  of  baling 
proper  lunatic  asyloms  and  prisona  as  the 
justices.     An  hon.  Member  had  anggested 
that  the  margin  within  which  these  finan- 
cial boards  could  effect  any  reduction  was 
so  small  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
alter  a  system  with  which  persons  had  be- 
come familiarised.     But  he  (Mr.   Qibson) 
believed  that  a  control  in  the  way  he  had 
mentioned,  might  be  exercised  OTor  all  the 
expenditure,  with  the  exception  of  that 
which  was  strictly  necessaiy  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  judicial  functions  of  ihe  ma- 
gistrates, and  for  that  case   there  was  a 
provision  in  the  Bill.    Besides,  these  finan- 
cial boards  would  be  bodies  of  men  who 
could  watch  these  new  Bills  and  meaaores 
in  Parliament  which  would  lay  freah  bnr^ 
dens  upon  the  land ;   and  when  anj  inch 
proposal  came  before  Parliament  we  should 
have  a  competent  business  board  to  attend 
to  the  matter,  and  such  measures  wonU 
not  be  so  liable  to  pass  without  due  consi^ 
deration.     The  county  rate  was  no  small 
sum,  and  its  progressive  increase  oould  not 
be  viewed  without  apprehension  by  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  land.     In  1835, 
when  it  was  thought  necessary  to  appoint 
a  Commission  upon  it,  the  amount  was 
690,0002.  in  the  year;   it  was  now  some* 
thing  like  1,300,0001.     It  had  inereased 
in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  either  orime 
or  population.     In  Lancashire  it  was  aboat 
3d.  in  the  pound  in  1834,  and  now  he  be- 
lieved it  was  nearly  8d. ;   and  the  assess- 
ment on  which  it  was  taken  had  increased 
between  1834  and  1848  from  4,000,000{. 
to  6,000,000^     In  proposing  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  all  he  aaked  of  the 
House  was  an  acquiescence  in  this  most 
reasonable  principle,  that  there  abould  be 
representative  control  over  the  county  rate 
— that  taxation  and  representation  ahonld 
go  together ;   he  did  not  ask  the  House  to 
pledge  themselves  to  all  the  detuls  of  the 
measure,  and  he  should  propose  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  con- 
sider the  machinery  for  carrying  the  prin- 
ciple into  effect.   When  the  Bill  bad  under- 
gone the  ordeal  of  a  Select  Gonmiittee,  the 
House,  if  they  did  not  approve  of  it,  could 
exercise  their  discretion  and  throw  it  ont 
on  the  third  reading ;   but,  looking  to  the 
petitions  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
House,  and  the  representations  which  bad 
been  made  by  boards  of  goardiana  com? 
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posed  of  gentlemen  entertaining  different 
political  opinions,  and  agreeing  only  on  the 
present  question,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
refuse  to  read  it  a  second  time,  with  the 
understanding  that  no  hon.  Member  would 
be  supposed  to  pledge  himself  to  more  than 
the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
*^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time/' 

Mr.  SPOONER  rose  to  put  it  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  press  his  Motion,  when  he  re- 
fleeted  that  owing  to  the  hasty  manner  in 
lidiioh  the  Bill  had  been  introduced,  only 
one  day  had  virtually  elapsed  between  the 
first  reading  and  the  present  stage.  The 
Bill  professed  to  be  the  same  as  that  of 
last  Session,  but  it  varied  essentially  in  its 
details.  He  was  favourable  to  the  repre- 
sentative control  of  the  county  rates  by 
the  ratepayers,  but  he  wished  to  see  that 
principle  affirmed  with  deliberation  and 
^are;  and  he  was  satisfied,  if  the  House 
affirmed  the  principle  now  by  reading  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  they  would  not  sanction 
the  details.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  STANFORD  thought,  also,  that 
many  clauses  of  the  Bill  would  require 
great  time  and  deliberation  before  the 
House  could  assent  to  them.  He  vindi- 
cated the  conduct  of  the  magistracy  in  the 
transaction  of  county  business.  For  five 
or  six  centuries  these  gentlemen  had  dis- 
charged their  duties  with  great  satisfaction 
to  the  country  ;  and,  before  any  change 
took  place  in  the  present  system,  a  case  of 
great  fraud,  extravagance,  and  waste, 
should  be  substantiated  against  them.  He 
concurred  with  many  Gentlemen  on  his 
side  of  the  House  that  taxation  should  go 
along  with  representation;  but,  without 
aspiring  to  any  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  he 
could  not  but  say  the  present  Bill  did  not 
carry  out  that  principle.  Why  should  not 
the  tenant-farmers,  and  all  persons  who 
paid  rates,  have  direct  votes  in  the  election 
pf  members  of  the  Financial  County 
Board  ?  Tho  Bill  also  introduced  a  prin- 
ciple of  antagonism  in  the  composition  of 
the  board,  by  providing  that  it  should  con- 
sist of  magistrates,  and  of  persons  not 
magistrates,  in  an  equal  number.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Manchester  had  referred  to  the  petitions 
in  favour  of  a  change ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  the  petitions  were  very  few,  consider- 
ing the  importance  of  the  measure,  and 
the  petition  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


tleman relied  proceeded  from  interested 
parties.  It  was  all  very  true  that  rate- 
payers had  an  interest  in  economy  in  the 
county  expenditure,  and  in  the  erection  of 
gaols  and  asylums;  but  were  the  magis- 
trates to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  coun- 
try but  to  discharge  their  very  onerous 
duties  in  dispensing  justice  ?  He  hoped 
the  debate  would  not  be  adjourned,  but 
that  the  House  would  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  which  cer- 
tainly was  not  that  taxation  should  be  re- 
presented. 

Sir  G.  grey  suggested,  that  one  of 
two  questions  ought  to  be  discussed — the 
question  of  adjournment  of  the  debate,  or 
the  actual  merits  of  the  Bill.  As  to  the 
Motion  for  adjournment,  he,  personally, 
should  not  have  asked  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  consideration  of  the  Bill;  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  express  any  final 
or  decided  opinion  with  respect  to  its  de- 
tails. If  the  discussion  were  to  go  on, 
however,  he  would  be  ready  to  state,  as  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  the  course  he 
should  deem  it  advisable  to  take.  Still, 
he  was  not  inclined  to  regard  the  demand 
for  postponement  as  unreasonable.  What- 
ever might  be  the  course  to  be  adopted  by 
the  House  as  to  the  Bill,  it  was  obviously 
quite  impossible  that  a  measure  of  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  that  before  them 
should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature without  full  consideration  and  dis- 
cussion; while,  if  it  were  to  be  thought  ne- 
cessary that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  that  Committee  ought, 
he  imagined,  to  be  invested  with  the  power 
of  taking  evidence.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  suggestion 
for  adjournment  should  be  adopted. 

Sir  J.  PAKINGTON  deprecated  a  de- 
sultory discussion  on  a  Bill  of  such  im- 
portance. He  wished  to  meet  the  measure 
in  the  fairest  spirit;  but  was  it  not  remark- 
able that  a  Bill  of  this  magnitude,  involv- 
ing the  monetary  transactions  of  all  the 
counties  in  England,  should  be  forced  upon 
the  House  only  three  days  after  it  had 
been  delivered  to  hon.  Members  ?  For 
his  own  part,  he  wished  to  obtain  some  in- 
formation as  to  t^ie  probable  working  of 
the  Bill  in  his  own  county,  which  informa- 
tion it  was  impossible  he  could  be  furnish- 
ed with  in  time  for  the  discussion,  unless 
some  delay  were  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  HUME  was  sorry  to  see  this  at- 
tempt made  to  postpone,  and,  by  post- 
poning, defeat  this  Bill.  Were  a  new 
question  involved  in  the  measuroi  then,  no 
2B2 
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doubt,  delay  ought  to  bo  granted.  But 
what  was  the  fact  ?  After  the  rcfonn  of 
the  corporations,  the  revenues  of  boroughs 
were  placed  under  the  management  of  in- 
dividuals appointed  by  the  ratepayers  of 
each  town,  and  there  was  then  a  great  cry 
that  the  management  of  county  rates 
ought  to  bo  similarly  reformed.  Ho  be- 
lieved that  there  was  no  instance  in  the 
history  of  this  country  of  such  an  amount 
of  taxation  as  that  paid  in  county  rates 
being  levied  without  the  taxpayers  having 
something  to  say  as  to  its  expenditure. 
He  regretted  extremely  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  should 
have  taken  the  course  he  had  adopted, 
after  what  had  passed  last  year,  and  after 
the  petitions  in  favour  of  some  such  mea- 
sure which  had  emanated  from  almost 
every  county  in  England.  [Loud  cries  of 
"  No,  no  !  **  fro7n  Hie  Opposition,]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  said  **No,  no!  **  Well,  then, 
let  them  find  and  produce  one  petition  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  existing  order  of 
things.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  suffer  this  Bill  to  be  defeated  by  a 
side-wind. 

Sir  R.  peel  said,  that  it  was  very 
material  that  the  House,  in  determining 
which  course  ought  now  to  be  adopted, 
should  be  influenced  by  those  considera- 
tions which  would  most  conduce  to  a  full, 
satisfactory,  and  temperate  consideration 
of  this  important  measure.  Now,  he  thought 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(the  Member  for  ilanchcstcr)  would  volun- 
tarily acquiesce  in  the  proposal  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwickshire, 
that  that  course  would  much  more  conduce 
to  such  a  temperate  and  full  discussion, 
than,  at  that  moment — nearly  four  o'clock 
— to  open  a  debate  upon  the  second  read- 
ing. Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  pro- 
posal for  delay  came  from  a  Gentleman 
distinctly  declaring  himself  not  to  be  hostile 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  the  principle 
of  combining  a  representative  system  with 
the  present  method  of  managing  the  county 
rates.  The  Bill  was  only  printed  on  Sa- 
turday last,  and,  although  it  was  no  doubt 
discussed  during  the  last  Session,  yet 
surely  it  was  not  unimportant  that  there 
should  be  some  time  left  to  their  constitu- 
ents for  the  formation  of  public  opinion  as 
to  the  matter  on  its  reintroduction.  He 
asked  for  delay,  not  with  the  intention  of 
defeating  tlic  Bill  by  postponement,  but 
because  he  tliouijjlit  that  the  request  was 
reasonable.  Indeed,  if  it  were  not  ac- 
quiesced in,  ho  feared  that  a  feeling  would 


be  roused  likely  to  prevent  the  full  and 
temperate  discussion  of  the  question.  He 
did  trust,  therefore,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  press  on  his  Motion. 
If  he  did,  he  could  assure  him  that  he 
would  not  thereby  forward  his  views.  Six 
o'clock  would  speedily  come,  and  would 
bring  with  it  a  delay  not  conduciye  to  the 
speedy  resumption  of  the  question.  He 
hoped,  under  these  circumstances,  that  the 
earliest  possible  day  would  be  at  once  fixed 
for  the  resumption  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  M.  GIBSON,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  quarters  whence  those  recom- 
mendations came,  would  he  willing  to  ac- 
quiesce in  them,  but  he  wished  the  House 
justly  to  consider  the  position  of  an  inde- 
pendent Member  who  stood  alone  in  the 
House.  Delay  in  his  case  was  the  loss  of 
the  measure  for  the  Session.  It  might  be 
a  month  before  he  could  get  another  op- 
portunity of  bringing  forward  the  measure 
of  which  he  had  taken  charge.  Was  he 
to  bear  the  responsibility  of  not  proceeding 
with  it  when  it  came  before  the  House  m 
the  order  of  business  ?  Was  he  to  aban- 
don the  second  reading  without  any  rea- 
sonable ground  except  the  arguments  of 
authority,  such  as  the  suggestions  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronets  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth,  and  Northumberland  North  ?  He 
hoped  Government  would  relieve  him  from 
that  responsibility.  He  really  coold  not 
stand  against  that  sort  of  pressure  For 
his  own  part,  he  would  prefer  to  go  on  and 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  now  on  the 
second  reading.  Would  the  Goremment 
assist  him  by  naming  an  early  day  ?  Per- 
haps the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  might  throw  a  little  light  on 
the  question. 

Mr.  roebuck  understood  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was,  that  taxation 
should  be  represented.  He  very  well  un- 
derstood tho  right  hon.  Baronet's  remark 
that  the  Bill  should  be  carefully  considered, 
but  the  present  issue  was  with  respect  to 
the  principle.  He  wanted  to  know  if  (jo- 
vernment  were  for  that  principle.  If  not, 
he  could  understand  their  desire  to  post- 
pone the  second  reading.  But  if  they 
approved  of  the  principle,  he  could  not  see 
why  they  should  suggest  any  delay  in  af- 
firming it. 

Mr.  HENLEY  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
postponed.  He  did  bclievo  the  Bill  con- 
tained the  substance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement.  The  details  ac- 
tually involved  the  principle,  and  an  ad- 
journment would  only  save  time. 
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Mr.  NEWDEGATE  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemauy  that  when  he  spoke 
of  the  pressure  upon  him,  he  must  he  in 
error,  if  he  supposed  the  counties  thought 
him  interested  in  their  expenditure,  or  that 
they  were  interested  in  his  Bill.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  wanted  to  appear  as 
the  farmers'  friend,  just  as  those  who  had 
destroyed  our  colonial  interest  affected  to 
be  the  friends  of  the  colonies;  but  it  would 
not  go  down  with  the  country.  The  highest 
authorities  as  men  of  business  assured  him 
they  could  not  master  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  allow  the  adjournment  to  take  place. 

Sir  H.  HALFORD  suggested  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  would  be  as 
well  to  substitute  for  his  measure,  a  Bill 
exempting  occupying  tenants  from  the  pay- 
ment of  rates  altogether. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  as  it  was 
now  so  late,  there  could  be  no  chance  of  a 
decision  before  six  o'clock,  when  they  could 
proceed  no  further,  and  the  practical  con- 
sequence might  be,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  in  no  better  position 
than  if  he  had  accepted  the  proposition 
for  an  adjournment.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  asked  him  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  throw  some  light  on  the  ques- 
tion; which  meant,  as  he  understood,  that 
Government  should  fix  a  day  for  the  second 
readmg.  He  (Lord  J.  Russell)  regretted 
he  could  not  accede  to  the  suggestion,  as 
he  thought  there  was  hardly  a  sufficient 
number  of  days  for  the  Government  busi- 
ness which  had  been  announced.  He  must 
think,  however,  that  some  portion  of  delay, 
to  enable  the  country  to  know  the  nature 
of  the  measure,  and  the  important  conse- 
quences which  would  result  from  it,  would 
not  be  injurious.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sheffield  had 
asked  what  was  the  disposition  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  principle  of 
representation  contained  in  the  Bill.  He 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  could  only  answer  that 
he  was  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the  intro- 
duction of  that  principle,  that  he  should, 
when  it  came  to  the  question,  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  second  reading.  He  would  do 
80,  however,  without  at  all  undertaking 
the  defence  of  any  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill;  and,  thinking  it  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  Select  Committee  to  consider 
the  details,  it  would  be  probably  necessary 
also  to  take  evidence  before  the  Committee 
with  respect  to  the  present  system. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Wednesday  13th 
Harch, 
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Mr.  C.  lewis  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  laws  relative 
to  the  management  of  highways  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  During  the  recess  a  Bill 
had  been  prepared  having  regard  to  the 
considerations  which  had  arisen  during  the 
discussion  on  the  Bill  of  the  preceding 
Session,  of  which  he  would  state  the  prin- 
ciple to  the  House.  The  difficulty  of  com- 
bining turnpike  roads  and  highway  roads 
had  been  so  great  in  the  latter  Bill,  that  the 
Government  had  resolved  not  to  attempt 
it.  The  present  Bill  was  therefore  limited 
to  parish  roads  and  highways,  and  did  not 
refer  to  turnpike  trusts.  The  details  into 
which  he  would  enter  sufficiently  showed 
the  importance  of  the  question,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  sums  involved.  In  1837 
the  total  expenditure  on  highways  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  amounted  to  1,113,434^. 
In  1845,  the  last  year  for  which  there 
were  any  accounts,  it  was  1,717,334?.;  so 
that  an  increase  of  expenditure  of  603,900?. 
had  taken  place  in  eight  years.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  diminution  of  408,711?.  had 
occurred  in  the  same  period  in  the  ex- 
penditure on  turnpike  trusts  in  England 
and  Wales;  the  amount  for  1837  being 
1,780,859?.;  and  in  1845, 1,372,148?.  The 
cause  of  the  change  had  been,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  introduction  of  railways,  which 
had  altered  the  internal  communications  of 
the  country,  and  had  taken  the  traffic  off 
many  turnpike  roads,  while  some  parish 
carriage  ways  had  become  of  primary  im- 
portance. The  expense  of  maintaining 
these  roads  fell  with  considerable  weight, 
not  only  upon  parishes  in  which  the  popu- 
lation were  principally  agricultural,  but 
upon  those  parishes  also  where  manufac- 
tures were  largely  carried  on,  and  which 
were  thickly  populated.  For  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  House  the  way  in  which 
the  present  system  worked,  he  would 
just  call  their  attention  to  the  expenditure 
for  highways  during  the  year  1845  in  ten 
counties  of  England.  In  Middlesex  it  was 
286,921?.;  in  Yorkshire,  including  all 
the  ridings,  187,649?. ;  in  Lancashire, 
163,451?.;  in  Lincolnshire,  97,316?.;  in 
Kent,  71,019?.;  in  Surrey,  65,189?.;  in 
Devonshire,  42,198?.;  in  Gloucestershire, 
41,057?.;  in  Warwickshire,  39,728?.;  and 
in  Somersetshire,  39,265?.  To  all  who 
examined  this  subject,  it  must  be  obvious 
that  the  evils  and  inconveniences  of  the 
system  were  much  aggravated  by  the  small 
size  of  the  districts  upon  which  those  rates 
were  levied.     In  many  cases  the  highways 


747 


JBighioatft. 


{COUMOKS} 


IRghwajfii 


748 


were  maintained  not  bj  the  parishes,  but  by 
the  townships  ;  and  sometimes  even  the 
townships  were  divided.  The  result  was, 
that  no  fewer  than  15,841  distinct  places 
paid  separate  highway  rates;  that  they  had 
each  their  individual  surveyors  appointed 
by  the  vestry;  that  those  surveyors  pos- 
sessed no  professional  knowledge  whatever 
respecting  roads;  that  they  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  any  species  of  remunera- 
tion for  their  services;  and  that  their  ac- 
counts were,  for  the  most  part,  very  imper- 
fectly audited.  The  general  consequences 
of  the  present  system,  then,  were,  the 
want  of  economy,  the  want  of  skill,  and 
the  want  of  due  discrimination  in  expendi- 
ture. In  support  of  these  observations, 
and  especially  in  favour  of  small  districts, 
he  might  read  to  them  various  authorities, 
but  he  should  content  himself  with  calling 
their  attention  to  a  note  on  the  last  High- 
way Act,  an  edition  of  which  had  been 
published  by  a  barrister  of  some  eminence. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman — and 
not  of  him  alone,  but  of  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  public — ^that  the  parish  roads 
were,  for  the  most  part,  very  imperfectly 
maintained;  that  placing  the  highways 
under  the  authorities  of  the  vestries  was  a 
mode  of  proceeding  repugnant  to  all  sound 
principles  of  management;  and  that  that 
species  of  road  could  never  be  placed  upon 
a  satisfactory  footing  till  the  mode  of  its 
management  could  be  totally  changed. 
Such  he  believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
most  intelligent  portion  of  the  community, 
founded  upon  the  principles  which  had 
been  recognised  for  some  years.  It  could 
not  fail  to  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  in  the  5th  and  6th  of  William 
IV.  clauses  had  been  introduced  to  enable 
the  justices  at  sessions  to  form  combina- 
tions of  parishes,  each  combination  to  be 
placed  under  a  common  surveyor ;  but 
those  clauses  remained  a  dead  letter,  and 
no  advantage  accrued  to  the  country  from 
their  enactment.  Looking,  then,  at  the 
experience  which  the  way  in  which  those 
clauses  were  received  had  furnished,  he 
should  say,  that  if  any  impulse  were  to  be 
given  to  the  formation  of  larger  districts 
and  paid  surveyors,  it  could  only  be  accom- 
plished by  making  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  compulsory;  and  upon  that  principle 
he  had  drawn  up  the  measure  which  he 
now  proposed  to  introduce.  In  thus  merely 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  he  had 
no  wish  to  enter  into  unnecessary  details. 
One  mode  of  carrying  out  the  principle 
upon  which  the  measure  had  been  founded 


was,  that  at  petty  sessions  the  districtB  of 
the  county  might  bo  settled,  supposing 
they  adopted  the  plan  of  the  Bill  brought 
that  day  under  their  notice  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Sussex.  If  they  abol- 
ished the  parish  surveyors,  and  took  away 
from  the  vestry  the  power  of  appointing 
them,  they  would  deprive  the  ratepayer^ 
of  a  privilege  which,  perhaps,  they  did  not 
very  much  value;  still  it  had  long  been 
conceded  to  the  vestry,  it  could  be  exer- 
cised by  that  body,  and  it  would  be  hardly- 
consistent  with  the  principles  generally  re- 
ceived on  such  subjects  to  deprive  the  rate- 
payers of  such  a  privilege,  for  the  purpose 
of  vesting  it  in  the  magistrates;  he  should, 
therefore,  not  like  to  propose  anything 
against  such  a  principle  of  representation. 
No  doubt  the  power  might  be  entrusted 
partly  to  the  magistrates  and  partly  to  the 
ratepayers;  but  that,  after  all,  would  be 
only  creating  a  duplicate  board  of  guar- 
dians. Now,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
would  be  much  better  simply  to  take^  M 
he  proposed  to  do  by  the  present  mea- 
sure,  the  existing  divisions  of  the  poor- 
law  unions,  and  the  boards  of  guardian^ 
as  they  stood,  and  give  them  the  powers 
that  had  been  previously  exercised  by  th6 
vestries.  To  adopt  this  course  Would  pre- 
vent any  necessity  for  creating  fresh  ter- 
ritorial divisions  or  the  creation  of  any 
new  elective  body,  and  the  boards  of  guar- 
dians might  be  authorised  to  choose  paid 
surveyors,  at  the  same  time  that  each 
parish  might  be  bound  to  maintain  its  own 
highways,  and  defray  the  expense  of  them. 
The  only  additional  charge  to  be  incurred 
would  be  the  salary  of  the  surveyor,  and 
compensation  to  the  union  officers  employ* 
cd,  for  the  trouble  that  they  might  incur.  He 
further  proposed  to  abolish  the  parish  sur^- 
veyors  altogether,  to  abolish  the  highway 
rate  as  such,  or  under  that  name ;  andy 
as  the  districts  which  he  proposed  to  create 
would  be  nearly  coincident  with  the  poor- 
law  districts,  the-  highway  rate,  and  the 
poor*s-ratc,  might  be  made  to  constitute 
one  collection — ^both  might  be  collected 
and  paid  by  the  overseers. .  In  making  this 
alteration,  there  would  be  no  change  ef- 
fected in  the  incidence  of  the  highway 
rate  as  a  charge  upon  real  property.  By 
the  Bill,  as  he  proposed  to  frame  it,  there 
would  be  power  given  to  combine  paN 
ishcs  in  certain  cases  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  at  their  joint  expense  to 
maintain  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  own 
highways.  There  was  a  maximum  rate 
now  fixed  by  law  for  highwaysi  and  h% 
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proposed  to  continue  that  maximum — 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  system 
would  remain  in  force  except  in  the  cases 
which  he  had  specifically  stated,  the  rate, 
AS  A  charge  incident  to  property,  remain- 
ing the  same  as  hefore.  It  had  just  heen 
suggested  hy  an  hon.  Friend  near  him, 
that  he  had  not  yet  said  anything  respect- 
ing his  proposed  audit :  upon  that  point  it 
was  only  necessary  for  him  to  say,  that  as 
the  accounts  would  he  kept  at  the  work- 
house, and  the  meetings  held  there,  that 
would  he  the  fitting  place  for  the  audit, 
and  to  the  poor-law  auditors  he  proposed 
io  entrust  that  duty.  By  them  it  coiild  he 
made  with  little  additional  trouhle  or  ex- 
pense. The  Bill  which  he  now  intended 
to  introduce  would  also  contain  a  clause 
for  the  purpose  of  repealing  a  statute  well 
known  hy  the  name  of  Sir  Charles  Bur- 
rell's  Act,  hy  which  measure  provision  was 
made  for  contributions  from  parishes  on 
account  of  insolvent  turnpike  trusts;  and 
in  repealing  that  Act,  he  proposed  to  pro- 
vide that  the  expenditure,  according  to  its 
provisions,  should  be  carried  on,  not  by 
the  officers  of  the  turnpike  trusts,  but  by 
the  district  surveyors.  There  was  one 
other  observation  which  he  had  omitted  till 
now  to  make — namely,  that  the  manage- 
meut  of  highways  was  not  like  the  relief 
of  the  poor.  It  was  not  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  managing  the  highways,  that 
constant  attendance  should  be  given.  It 
wad  not  necessary  that  there  should  be 
weekly,  or  even  fortnightly,  meetings  ; 
perhaps  once  a  month  would  be  found 
quite  enough  to  enable  a  standing  com- 
mittee, appointed  out  of  the  whole  body 
df  the  guardians,  to  do  all  that  could  be 
required  for  the  efficient  care  and  control 
of  the  highways.  Of  course,  the  boards 
of  guardians,  in  electing  such  committees 
— which  they  might  do  annually — would 
select  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  giving 
most  attention  to  such  subjects,  and  who 
were  practically  best  acquainted  with 
roads! 

Mr.  FREWEN  observed,  that  many  of 
the  poor-law  unions  contained  one  or  two 
parishes  which  were  out  of  the  county  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  union  might 
be  situate,  and  for  such  cases  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  provision.  With  re- 
gard to  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
Bill)  he  must  say  he  did  not  consider  that 
the  poor-law  guardians  would  be  the  fittest 
fMdllil  to  undertake  the  control  and  man- 

»WM  of  the  highways;  and  he  thought 
fiiti  ^e  more  objectionable  inasmuch 


as  the  parishes  which  contained  the  great- 
est number  of  roads  did  not  always  return 
to  their  respective  boards  of  guardians  the 
greatest  number  of  representatives;  besides 
that,  the  guardians  of  the  poor  had  quite 
enough  to  do  in  attending  to  their  owti 
proper  functions. 

Mr.  rice  considered  that  on  several 
accounts  the  proposed  measure  would  im** 
prove  the  state  of  the  law.  He  approved 
of  the  Bill  upon  two  grounds;  one  was  that 
its  provisions  were  compulsory,  the  other 
that  it  would  do  away  with  parish  survey^ 
ors.  He  was  sure  that  the  Bill  of  his  hon. 
Friend  would  be  found  simple  and  efiective; 
but  before  he  sat  down  he  wished  to  inquird 
to  what  extent  it  was  proposed  to  invest 
the  guardians  with  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  highways. 

Sir  W.  JOLLIFFE  said,  that  every  day 
he  became  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  that  they  could  not  find  a  worse 
management  for  highways  than  a  board  of 
guardians;  and  he  was  sure  that  it  must 
lead  to  the  employment  on  the  roads  of 
ablebodied  paupers  in  excessive  numbers. 
The  surveyors  would  never  be  able  to  re- 
sist the  pressure  that  would  be  made  on 
them  to  employ  the  poor  of  the  districtil* 
The  only  part  of  the  proposed  measure  of 
which  he  cordially  approved  was  the  re- 
peal of  Sir  Charles  Burrell's  Act. 

Mr.  DEEDES  reserved  to  himself  the 
full  power,  at  any  future  stage,  of  object^ 
ing  to  the  details  of  this  Bill;  but  he 
thanked  the  hon.  Member  opposite  for 
having  introduced  such  a  measure  to  im- 
prove a  system  that  was  in  many  respects 
faulty.  Although  he  was  not  certain  that 
placing  the  control  of  the  highways  in  the 
hands  of  the  poor-law  guardians  would 
be  the  best  possible  course,  yet  he  thought 
that  plan  must  open  the  door  to  an  im- 
provement on  the  present  system ;  for 
he  could  not  but  believe  that  a  paid  sur- 
veyor of  a  district  would  be  more  able 
to  resist  solicitations  to  employ  the  poor  of 
parishes  unprofitably,  than  the  unpaid  sur- 
veyor was  now  able  to  do.  Under  the  pre* 
sent  system,  there  was  an  extravagant  ex- 
penditure of  money,  attended  with  great 
demoralisation  of  the  people  employed  on 
the  roads. 

Mr.  SLANEY  approved  of  the  proposed 
audit,  and  ofiered  to  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  BiU  the 
meed  of  his  gratitude  for  persevering  in  so 
useful  a  work.  He  considered  it  tst  great 
improvement  that  each  parish  should  pay 
its  own  quota,  and  he  considered  it  alse 
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absolatelj  necessary  that  some  such  mea- 
sure should  pass  into  a  law,  inasmuch  as 
the  great  lines  of  railway  ran  nearly  at 
right  angles  to  our  principal  roads.  Like- 
wise he  approved  of  the  Bill  because  he 
thought  it  would  effect  a  greater  unifor- 
mity in  the  repair  of  roads;  for  if  it 
passed  into  a  law,  no  obstinate  parish 
could  resist  a  general  desire  for  improye- 
ment. 

SirH.  WILLOUGHBY  understood  that 
the  charge  for  the  highways  would  still  fall 
on  real  property,  and  that,  too,  according 
to  a  wider  area  than  the  poor-rates.  He 
apprehended  that  the  Bill  would  add  to 
the  burdens  on  lands,  instead  of  reducing 
them. 

Mr.  E.  B.  DENISON  approved  of  the 
compulsory  plan.  The  permissive  system 
was  worth  nothing.  Though  some  of  the 
details  of  the  measure  might  be  open  to 
objection,  he  thought  that,  under  it,  the 
country  would  have  better  roads  than  here- 
tofore. 

Sm  R.  PEEL  said,  he  had  discharged  a 
painful  duty  when,  in  the  course  of  last 
Session,  he  opposed  the  measure  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Herefordshire, 
though  he  gave  that  Gentleman  full  credit 
for  Uie  exceUent  motives  which  induced 
him  to  bring  forward  the  former  proposi- 
tion. He  had  now  much  pleasure  in  giving 
his  cordial  support  to  his  present  proposi- 
tion, so  far  as  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
went.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  entitled 
to  much  credit  for  devoting  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  a  subject  not  in  itself  very  invit- 
ing. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  proposed 
Bill  had  been  framed  judiciously  with  refer- 
ence to  the  compulsory  combination  of  pa- 
rishes, in  lieu  of  the  permissive  principle. 
There  might,  no  doubt,  in  some  quarters, 
be  a  great  unwillingness  to  change  a  long 
existing  practice,  and  in  others  to  part  with 
present  patronage.  In  what  mode  the  com- 
bination of  parishes  should  be  effected,  was  a 
most  important  question.  The  hon.  Member 
proposed  to  make  the  existing  districts  sub- 
ject to  the  management  of  poor-law  guar- 
dians. It  would  be  premature  to  give  a 
positive  opinion  on  this  subject,  but  it  was 
one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  it  would 
be  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
House  whether  district  bodies  could  not  be 
established  for  the  management  of  the 
highways  better  suited  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  required  from  them  than  the 
present  boards  of  poor-law  guardians,  j 
These  latter  bodies  had  been  established 
withoat  any  reference  to  their  fitness  for 


I  deciding  npoa  the  rarioiis  considerfttioDS 
which  were  involved  in  the  great  chmnge 
made  by  the  railways  in  the  lines  of  com- 
munication thionghoiit  the  countiy.  The 
I  true  principle  on  which  the  maintenmiiee 
of  the  highways  ought  to  be  condaeted,  was 
to  do  the  business  in  the  most  perfect  man- 
ner at  the  least  expense,  discarding  eveij 
!  other  consideration.  To  intrust  the  man- 
I  agement  of  parish  highways  to  any  an- 
I  thority  that  would  be  likely  to  emploj 
the  destitute  poor  upon  the  hi^ways, 
because  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  mi- 
employed  labourers  in  a  union,  would  be 
objectionable  in  principle.  Now  woold 
I  there  not  be  an  involuntary  leaning  on  the 
I  part  of  boards  of  guardians  to  employ  upon 
=  the  highways  the  nnemjdoyed  labourers  of 
[  their  respective  parishes  ?  He  should  bare 
much  more  confidence  in  a  board  dected  by 
I  ratepayers  specially  appointed  to  manage  the 
highways,  than  in  the  administration  by  the 
poor-law  guardians.  Whether  it  was  po- 
litic in  other  respects  to  transfer  duties  of 
this  kind  to  poor-law  guardians,  was  an- 
other important  question.  He  doobted 
whether  they  would  not  act  with  more  au- 
thority and  weight,  in  the  discharge  of  tb^ 
proper  duties,  if  they  confined  themselves 
to  the  administration  of  the  pow-law,  than 
if  they  had  other  business  to  discharge 
such  as  the  management  of  highways.  If 
the  House  should  think  there  was  any  force 
in  these  considerations,it  would  not  be  impos- 
sible, he  thought,  to  divide  the  country  into 
districts  convement  for  the  classification 
and  management  of  the  highways,  having 
due  reference  to  the  great  changes  made 
by  the  railways,  permitting  the  ratepayers 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  a  board 
distinct  from  the  board  of  guardians,  whpse 
single  province  should  be  to  maintain  the 
highways  in  the  best  state  at  the  least  ex- 
pense, excluding  every  other  con^deration. 
Approving,  then,  of  this  Bill  so  far  as  it  com- 
pelled a  combination  of  parishes,  and  tend- 
ed to  a  more  economical  adminbtration,  bj 
enablinci:  districts  to  make  contracts  on  a 
larger  scale  and  to  secure  more  able  sur- 
veyors, and  reserving  his  opinion  as  to  the 
constitution  of  the  authority  that  should 
manage  these  highways,  he  would  give  his 
cordial  support  to  the  Bill.  He  did  not 
think  the  mere  audit  of  accounts,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  preceded 
him  (Mr.  Slaney),  would  be  any  check  on 
the  employment  of  unnecessary  labour  by  a 
board  of  guardians.  The  duty  of  the  andi- 
tors  would  be  to  see  that  a  certain  number 
of  labourers  had  reaUj  been  employed,  and 
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that  they  had  been  paid  no  more  than  rea- 
sonable wages.  Whether  or  not  employ- 
ment had  been  given  on  the  roads  to  des- 
titute labourers  for  the  purpose  of  dimi- 
nishing the  pressure  on  the  poor-rate,  |  the 
auditors  could  not  determine.  There 
might  be  a  perfect  audit  upon  the  points 
ho  had  mentioned,  without  a  corrective 
of  the  tendency  to  make  road-labour  a 
source  of  relief  for  the  unemployed. 

Mr.  V.  SMITH  had  no  doubt  that  the 
plan  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  the  best,  if  it  were  only  practicable  to 
carry  it  out.  There  were  many  objections 
to  the  boards  of  guardians,  who  might  in- 
terfere injuriously  with  the  supply  of  la- 
bour. He  had  more  faith  in  a  paid  sur- 
veyor, as  proposed  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Bill.  That  officer  would  be  likely  to  em- 
ploy useful  labour,  and  no  other.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  go  forth  to  the  country 
that  a  paid  surveyor  would  entail  additional 
expense  on  the  districts.  Such  an  impres- 
sion was  quite  erroneous,  as  the  present 
surveyors,  though  nominally  unpaid,  were 
not  unpaid  in  reality.  They  received  fre- 
quent votes  of  money  from  the  parish  ves- 
tries, and  were  also  paid  by  jobs  they  had 
to  perform  in  repairing  the  roads.  As  to 
the  combination  of  the  two  rates,  there 
was  this  objection  to  that  plan — that  we 
would  not  know  how  much  was  spent  under 
the  name  of  poor-rate,  and  how  much  under 
that  of  highway  rate;  and  as  long  as  the 
farmers  could  throw  the  burden  of  the  poor 
on  the  highway  rate,  they  would  be  always 
ready  to  do  so.  That  was  an  argument  in 
favour  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  sugges- 
tion; but  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
had  the  experience  which  others  had  ac- 
quired on  this  subject,  in  Committee  up- 
stairs, he  would  then  have  been  aware  of 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  discovering  a  pro- 
per remedy  for  these  evils.  He  hoped  that 
it  would  be  shown  that  this  measure  would 
throw  no  additional  burdens  on  land,  be- 
cause he  was  sure  it  would  not  be  suffered 
to  pass,  if  that  would  be  its  effect. 

Mr.  buck  hoped  that  sufficient  time 
would  be  given  to  the  country  to  consider 
the  details  of  so  important  a  Bill.  He 
thought  the  measure  now  proposed  was 
.preferable  to  the  Bill  of  last  Session;  but 
he  was  satisfied  that  no  addition  of  the 
nature  now  proposed,  ought  to  be  made  to 
the  duties  of  poor-law  guardians.  They 
would  form  committees  of  their  body  upon 
whom  would  practically  devolve  the  man- 
agement of  these  trusts,  and  he  thought  it 
better  on  many  accounts  to  put  the  man- 


agement of  the  highways  under  some  other 
control.     . 

Mr.  C.  lewis  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reference  to  some  remarks  that 
had  been  made  in  course  of  the  discussion. 
The  Bill  intended  to  enable  the  guardians 
to  elect  the  paid  surveyor,  and  fix  his 
salary;  and  they  would  also  be  empowered 
to  remove  him,  if  his  conduct  called  for 
his  dismissal.  That,  he  apprehended, 
would  amount  to  a  moral  as  well  as  a  legal 
control  over  that  officer;  but  if  any  addi- 
tional words  could  be  inserted  to  strengthen 
the  intention  of  the  clause,  ho  would  be 
quite  ready  to  adopt  the  suggestion.  To 
come  to  another  point — ho  had  already 
stated  that  he  proposed  to  entirely  abolish 
the  highway  rates  by  name,  and  require 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  make  a  rate 
for  the  purposes  of  the  highways,  and  pay 
the  money  over  to  the  board  of  guardians; 
but  he  did  not  propose  any  change  in  the 
incidence  of  the  rate.  Clauses  were  mtro- 
duced  into  the  Bill  by  which  the  rate  would 
be  made  to  fall  on  property  exactly  iden- 
tical with  that  which  was  now  subject  to 
highway  rate.  He  admitted  the  justness 
of  the  strictures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  on 
the  union  boundaries,  and  on  the  poor-law 
guardians  as  managers  of  highways;  but 
he  felt  that  this  was  a  case  where  they  had 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties;  for  whatever 
course  they  could  recommend,  valid  objec- 
tions would  be  urged  against  it.  He  fully 
admitted  that  if  they  had  now  for  the  first 
time  to  make  a  separate  provision  for  the 
highways,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  adopt 
the  poor-law  area  for  the  purpose;  but,  on 
the  whole,  after  much  consideration,  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  plan  he  now 
proposed  was  the  one  least  open  to  objec- 
tion. In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dover,  who  had  inquired  what  control  the 
guardians  would  have  over  the  paid  surveyor, 
he  (Mr.  Lewis)  stated  that  they  would  elect 
him,  they  would  have  the  power  to  fix  his 
salary,  and  to  remove  him.  With  respect 
to  the  highway  rate,  he  proposed  entirely 
to  abolish  it  under  that  name,  and  to  re- 
quire overseers  of  the  poor  to  make  a  rate 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  high- 
ways, which  rate  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
hand  over  to  the  boards  of  guardians;  but 
he  did  not  propose  to  make  any  change  in 
the  incidence  of  the  rate,  which  would  fall 
upon  property  just  in  the  same  manner  as 
at  present.  He  begged  to  thank  the  House 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  had  been 
received.     He  was  glad  to  see  so  generid 
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a  r^ognition  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  of  highways,  of  the  improper  man- 
ner in  irhich  highway  rates  were  frequently 
Bpetit,  and  of  the  importance  of  making  it 
compulsory  upon  districts  to  unite  for  the 
management  of  their  highways.  He  was 
aware  of  the  difficulty  of  selecting  a  body 
to  whom  should  be  intrusted  the  manage- 
ment of  highways.  The  last  Bill  he  had 
proposed  contemplated  a  separate  electire 
Doard  for  the  management  of  turnpikes 
and  highways.  But  when  the  House  re- 
Bolred  that  the  turnpikes  should  form  the 
subject  of  distinct  management,  it  was  not 
thought  worth  while  to  hare  a  separate 
electire  body  for  the  management  of  high- 
ways. If  the  question  of  territorial  diri- 
sion  were  res  Integra,  he  would  admit  that 
it  would  not  be  desirable  to  take  the  boun- 
daries of  the  present  poor-law  unions;  but 
the  subject  presented  a  choice  of  difficul- 
ties. Valid  objections  might  be  urged  to 
whatever  course  might  be  proposed,  but 
the  plan  he  had  adopted  was  open  to  the 
leabt  objections  in  amount  and  gravity. 
He  would,  in  the  interval  before  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill^  see  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  substitute  any  other  local 
body  in  preference  to  the  boards  of  guar- 
dians. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  by  Mr.  Come- 
wall  Lewis  and  Sir  George  Grey. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-after  Five 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Thursday,  February  14,  1850. 

MmirrsB.]     Pubuc  Bills.  —  Umpires   Appointment; 
Sunday  Trading  Prevention. 
Reported,— "S^  County  Cess  (Ireland). 

AFFRAY  AT  DOLLY'S  BRAE. 
The  Marquiess  of  LONDONDERRY 
said :  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  present 
opportunity  of  putting  two  or  three  ques- 
tions to  the  noble  Baron  who  has  given  no- 
tice of  a  Motion  on  Monday  next  relative 
to  the  late  unfortunate  transactions  at 
Dolly's  Brae.  I  wish  to  extract  from  the 
noble  Baron  near  me  some  information  as 
to  the  nature  or  objects  of  his  Motion.  I 
hope  I  am  not  infringing  by  unjustifiable 
(surionity  beforehand  the  Parliamentary 
tUMiges  in  this  respect,  and  I  am  sure  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  think  me  deficient  in 
OOurtesy  if  I  endeavour  to  know  beforehand 
Ik  Iittl<)  of  the  course  he  means  to  pursue. 
Thlvi  9St%  none  of  your  Lordships  who  are 


more  deeply  interested  in  ihe  county  %ber§ 
the  unfortunate  event  took  place  than  my« 
self.  Possibly,  therefore,  some  indolgrai^e 
may  be  extended  to  me  if  I  Tenture  to  ^x** 
press  that  if  no  piaotical  object  or  poeiti?^ 
decision  is  intended  to  be  taken  hj  %r^ 
currence  to  all  those  over-and-orer  agidn 
recorded  facts — if  nothing  is  to  emanate 
from  the  Motion  but  statements  and  coun- 
ter-statements, so  long  and  so  fully  before 
the  public — I  too  much  fear  that  fanning 
the  flame  anew,  which  is  now  expiring,  by 
your  Lordships'  discussion,  must  only  be 
productive  of  evil.  If  the  Motion  were 
brought  forward  by  any  Peer  not  in  the 
peculiar  position  of  the  noble  Lord,  I 
might  not  fear  its  conseqnenceil  bo  mttch; 
but,  as  the  head  of  a  great  party  Which  he 
leads  in  this  House  and  in  the  country,  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  persuade  the  Oa- 
tholics  of  Down  that  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
in  league  with  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head 
of  the  Orange  Society,  and  that  this  mea- 
sure and  discussion  are  renewed  for  thdl* 
disadvantage,  and  fresh  bitterness  and  re« 
vengeful  feelings  will  arise.  Besides,  mf 
Lords,  I  confess,  unless  it  is  a  Motion  tb 
condemn  the  Irish  Government  for  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Earl  of  Roden,  or  a  positive  toto 
of  censure  on  any  part  of  the  proceedings,  I 
cannot  see  the  practical  good  that  cfln  re- 
sult, but  much  pain  and  inconvenience,  in 
having  two  personages  in  collision  upon 
statements  of  facts  before  your  Lordships, 
out  of  which  nothing  b  to  arise.  Report 
informed  me,  it  was  to  be  asked  if  tnet^ 
was  to  be  an  unreserved  disclosure  bet#ee& 
the  two  noble  Lords.  My  Lordd,  miich 
private  explanation  has  taken  place,  bnt 
surely  we  are  not  called  upon  or  bound  t6 
go  into  this.  I  certainly  should  coniem"- 
plate  such  a  proceeding  with  much  regret. 
I  have  the  highest  respect  for  both  ndUe 
Lords;  with  one  I  have  the  pride  of  being 
connected;  with  the  other  1  esteem  lus 
high  character,  and  it  is  from  feeling  for 
both  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  uselesB 
exposes  and  explanations,  which,  during  a 
long  period,  have  been  through  such  a 
press  as  the  Irish  press  high  coloured 
and  exaggerated.  The  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Roden)  has  had  every  demonstration  that 
could  satisfy  personal  vanity,  l^he  Lord 
Lieutenant,  I  conclude,  has  had  Her  Ma- 
jesty's approbation  for  these  proeeedings. 
Their  reciprocal  conduct,  therefore,  (Stands 
without  any  necessity  for  public  vindicA- 
tion.  May  I  then  not  be  permitted  to 
doubt  if  this  Motion  upon  the  public  tran- 
quillity of  Down  may  not  be  Attended  With 
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more  harm  than  adrantage  ?  Thai  hither- 
to peacdable  and  industrious  countj  is  in 
a  state  of  dreadful  excitement,  by  the 
Presbyterian  ministers  at  the  present  mo« 
ment  exhorting  the  people  not  to  pay  rents, 
but  to  resist  the  laws;  they  are  more  rabid 
in  their  radical  doctrines  than  the  Catholid 
priests  have  ever  been  formerly.  To 
make,  at  present,  any  further  agitation  of 
the  Dolly  s  Brae  merits  or  demerits  would 
be  productire  of  increasing  party  differ- 
ences, and  surely  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 
aroided.  Feeling  these  sentiments,  I 
Irould  eniareat  the  noble  Lord,  unless  he 
elearly  sees  a  practical  object  in  his  Mo- 
iiim,  not  to  incur  the  risk  of  greater  ani- 
mosities in  my  unhappy  country. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  he  really  felt 
aomewhat  embarrassed,  for  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  said  that  he  would  put  two  or 
three  questions  to  him;  and  yet,  though 
he  had  listened  with  the  most  patient  at- 
tention to  the  speech  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quedB»  he  had  not  heard  either  of  the 
questions  to  which  he  was  expected  to  giro 
kti  answer.  If  the  noble  Marquess  meant 
to  adk  him  for  the  precise  nature  of  his 
Motion,  he  would  furnish  him  with  the 
particulars  of  the  papers  for  which  he  in^ 
tended  to  more,  of  which  ho  had  giren 
the  noble  President  of  the  Council  a  list  last 
night)  and  which  he  now  formally  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  What  connexion  the 
noble  Marquess  might  perceive  between  the 
proceedings  at  Dolly's  Brae,  and  the  reluc- 
tance of  his  tenants  in  the  county  of  Down 
to  pay  their  rents,  he  (Lord  Stanley)  had 
tlo  knowledge.  As  to  the  receipt  of  the 
noble  Marquess's  rents,  that  was  a  matter 
not  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  their 
Lordships,  and  might  arise  from  other 
causes  than  the  agitation  ensuing  after  the 
events  at  Dolly's  Brae.  If  the  noble  Mar- 
quess was  afraid  of  the  excitement  which 
the  discussion  of  his  Motion  might  occa- 
sion, he  would  dissipate  his  alarm  by  pro- 
mising that  he  would  not  allude  either  to 
the  noble  Marquess  himself,  to  his  tenants, 
or  to  his  rents,  and  that  he  would  confine 
himself  strictly  to  the  great  constitutional 
question  which  he  should  then  endeavour 
to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  If  the  noble  Marquess  really 
wanted  to  know  the  object  of  his  Motion, 
he  hoped  that  he  would  come  down  and 
listen  to  the  statement  which  he  should 
make  on  Monday  night. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY 
denied  that  he  had  ever  said  that  the  agi- 
talioil  which  was  now  going  on  in  the 


county  of  Do#n  was  owing  to  the  transao* 
tions  at  Dolly's  Brae.  But,  as  the  agi-> 
tation  on  that  subject  had  been  followed 
by  agitation  on  other  subjects^  and  espe** 
cially  on  the  payment  of  rent,  he  consider** 
ed  it  to  be  very  unwise  in  the  noble  Baron 
to  renew  an  agitation  which  had  been  the 
signal  for  raismg  all  the  agitation  which 
followed. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  February  14,  1860. 

THE  KILftUSH  UNION. 

Mr.  MONSELL  wished  to  put  a  ques^ 
tion  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre< 
tary  for  Ireland  with  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  paupers  in  the  Kilrush  union. 
When  a  question  was  put  on  the  sub- 
ject a  few  days  ago,  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net led  the  House  to  believe  that  the  state* 
ments  then  made  as  to  the  miserable  and 
starving  condition  of  those  unfortunate 
persons  were  exaggerated,  and  said,  that 
at  the  time  they  were  alleged  to  be  in  such 
a  frightful  condition  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  accommodation  available  in  the 
union  workhouse.  He  (Mr.  Monsell)  had 
since  received  accounts  from  Kilrush,  from 
which  he  learned  that  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  workhouse  in  November,  1849,  was 
50 ;  and  in  the  month  ending  the  3rd  of 
February,  1850,  the  number  had  increased 
to  120.  He  was  also  informed  that  in  the 
week  ending  the  2nd  of  February,  40  per- 
sons died,  28  of  them  f^om  dysentery,  and 
that  more  than  one-half  of  those  unfortu«- 
nate  persons  had  not  been  a  month  in  the 
workhouse ;  and  also  that  a  large  number  of 
persons  who  had  repaired  to  the  workhouse 
from  distant  parts  of  the  union  had  been 
compelled  to  return  to  their  homes  without 
food  or  relief.  He  therefore  begged  to 
ask  whether  outdoor  relief  had  been  stopped 
in  the  union  at  two  separate  periods;  whe- 
ther there  were  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
guardians  at  the  time  of  the  last  stoppage; 
whether  the  number  of  deaths  he  had 
stated  was  correct;  and  whether  it  was 
true  large  numbers  of  persons,  amounting 
to  several  hundreds,  had  been  sent  baek 
from  the  workhouse  without  their  cases 
being  considered  by  the  guardians  ? 

SiH  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  on 
a  late  occasioU,  when  his  hon.  Friend  tha 
Member  for   Stroud  put  to  him  »  long 
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series  of  interrogatories  with  reference  to 
the  Kilrush  union,  he  (Sir  W.  Somerville) 
answered  him  to  the  host  of  his  ability,  and 
in  a  great  degree  from  memory.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Lime- 
rick county  would  excuse  him  if  he  adopted 
a  different  course  on  this  occasion;  because 
it  was  really  impossible  for  him  to  return 
precise  and  specific  replies  at  the  moment 
to  questions  founded  upon  communications 
which  might  be  made  to  any  hon.  Gentle- 
man, when  he  had  no  papers  which  would 
enable  him  to  answer  those  inquiries  with 
accuracy.  He  had  not  meant,  on  the  last 
occasion,  at  all  to  deny  the  great  amount 
of  distress  existing  in  the  Kilrush  union; 
and  he  told  the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud, 
that  if  he  required  any  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject, ho  (Sir  W,  Somerville)  was  ready  to 
produce  them.  He  could  only  now  repeat 
that  statement  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick;  and  if  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  move  for  papers,  he  was  quite  ready 
to  lay  on  the  table  any  information  it  was 
in  his  power  to  afford.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  stoppage  of  relief  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  likely  to  have 
arisen  from  any  want  of  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  guardians.  He  had  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  amount  of  mortality  from 
the  returns  which  were  furnished  to  him; 
and  it  was  quite  true  that  there  had  been  a 
very  great  increase  in  the  mortality  in  the 
Kilrush  union  during  the  last  few  weeks. 
He  did  not  wish  to  understate  the  amount 
of  misery  and  destitution  existing  in  that 
union.  The  privations  which  the  people 
were  suffering  were  undoubtedly  excessive, 
and  he  deeply  regretted  the  existence  of 
such  a  state  of  things;  but  he  believed 
that  the  destitution  would  be  best  relieved 
by  increasing  the  workhouse  accommoda- 
tion. He  might  observe,  that  within  a 
very  short  time  the  Government  had  ad- 
vanced the  necessary  funds  for  providing 
additional  workhouse  accommodation  in  the 
Kilrush  union  for  500  paupers. 

PUBLIC   LIBRARIES  AND  MUSEUMS. 

Me.  EWART  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  enabling  town  councils  to  es- 
tablish Public  Libraries  and  Museums.  He 
said  there  was  scarcely  any  country  in 
Europe  so  inadequately  provided  with  pub- 
lic libraries  as  England;  and,  in  submitting 
the  present  Bill  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  he  was  supported  by,  he  might 
Bay,  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  last  Session.  That 
the  metropolis  and  the  large  towns  of  this 


country  were  in  a  more  lamentable  condi- 
tion for  want  of  public  libraries  than  any 
of  the  capitals  or  large  towns  of  Europe, 
had  been  a  subject  of  complaint  so  long 
ago  as  the  time  of  Gibbon.  Since  the 
days  of  Gibbon  the  metropolis  had  had  the 
benefit  of  the  opening  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum library;  but  much  still  remained  to 
be  done.  If  they  compared  the  condition 
of  London  with  regard  to  public  libraries 
with  that  of  Paris,  or  even  Dresden,  it  was 
most  miserable.  Generally  speaking,  on 
the  Continent  the  rule  of  accessibility  was 
universal;  and  any  hon.  Gentleman  in  that 
House,  who  had  resided  for  any  time  in  a 
continental  town,  must  have  found  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  accessibility 
of  the  public  libraries.  If  the  condition  of 
the  great  manufacturing  towns  on  the  Con- 
tinent and  in  England  were  compared,  how 
great  were  the  advantages  in  favour  of  the 
former.  In  Italy  and  Germany  no  great 
town  was  without  a  library.  Here  there 
was  only  a  sort  of  small  public  library  in 
Manchester;  but  there  was  none  in  Glas- 
gow, Leeds,  Sheffield,  and  other  great 
manufacturing  towns;  whilst  in  Amiens, 
Rouen,  Lyons,  Marseilles,  and  other  towns 
in  France,  the  working  classes  resorted  in 
numbers  to  the  fine  public  libraries  that 
were  open  to  them.  The  literature  of  the 
country  must  naturally  have  suffered  from 
the  want  of  such  institutions.  The  Com- 
mittee turned  their  attention  especiaUy  to 
the  point,  and  found  it  to  be  so.  All  the 
evidence  taken  upon  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject tended  to  prove  that  the  labouring  po- 
pulation would  be  far  more  advanced  if 
they  had  such  opportunities  as  were  afford- 
ed by  means  of  public  libraries  to  the  work- 
ing classes  of  other  countries.  There  were 
two  kinds  of  education — that  imparted  in 
schools,  and  that  acquired  by  individuals 
themselves;  and  they  had  the  authority  of 
Gibbon  for  saying  that  the  education  which 
a  man  gave  to  himself  was  far  more  im- 
portant than  that  which  he  could  acquire 
from  a  teacher.  In  public  libraries  the  op- 
poii;unity  of  self  teaching  would  be  afforded 
to  the  labouring  classes.  The  Americans 
had  made  far  greater  advancement  in  the 
matter  than  the  people  of  this  country  had. 
In  every  state  of  the  Union  there  was  a 
library  kept  up  by  the  State,  and  accessible 
to  the  public,  and  from  them  the  people 
derived  immense  benefit.  There  was 
scarcely  a  native  of  the  United  States  who 
could  not  read.  He  would  not  then  dilate 
at  any  length  upon  the  subject.  He  was 
aware  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem« 
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ber  for  Mancbester  was  about  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House  the  important  question  of 
taxes  upon  knowledge,  and  it  would  then 
be  seen  what  immense  advantages  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  had  over  those  of 
England  in  that  respect.  It  was  for  these 
reasons  that  he  (Mr.  Ewart)  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  to  lay  their 
opinions  before  the  House,  and  that  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  offering  this  Bill  for 
its  consideration.  He  hegged  to  he  per- 
mitted to  describe  very  shortly  the  nature 
and  provisions  of  it.  In  the  first  place  it 
would  be  a  very  brief  Bill.  A  few  years 
ago  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Salford 
and  himself  had  introduced  a  Bill  enabling 
town  councils  to  establish  public  museums 
of  art  and  sciences.  That  Bill  was  car- 
ried under  the  auspices  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tam worth.  It  was  carried 
unanimously,  and  it  had  given  considerable 
advantages  to  the  public.  But  inasmuch 
as  the  Bill  he  now  proposed  went  some- 
what further  than  that  which  was  commonly 
called  the  Museum  Act,  and  as  the  Museum 
Act  contained  one  or  two  inconsistencies, 
he  had  thought  it  better  to  consolidate  the 
two  Bills,  and  to  enable  town  councils  to 
found  both  museums  and  public  libraries. 
The  Museum  Bill  gave  to  town  councils 
the  power  of  levying  a  small  rate,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  halfpenny  in  the  pound,  for 
the  establishment  of  public  museums.  He 
had  adopted  that  provision  in  the  present 
Bill  to  enable  town  councils  to  purchase 
land  and  erect  buildings,  and  furnish  them 
as  libraries  and  museums  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. In  the  next  place,  he  proposed  to 
vest  fixedly  and  for  ever  the  property  and 
the  buildings  in  the  town  councils.  The 
Museum  Bill  restricted  the  power  of  estab- 
lishing such  museums  to  cases  of  towns 
possessing  a  population  of  not  less  than 
10,000  inhabitants.  He  thought  it  better 
to  extend  the  power  to  all  municipal  bodies 
whatsoever.  He  proposed  to  allow  any 
municipal  board  to  establish  a  library  and 
museum  under  this  Act.  In  the  next 
place,  the  Museum  Bill  enabled  town  coun- 
cils to  levy  one  penny  upon  each  person 
admitted  to  the  museum.  He  thought 
that  a  useless  impediment,  although  it  was 
80  small,  and  he  proposed  to  abolish  it  and 
admit  the  public  gratuitously  both  to  the 
libraries  and  museums.  These  were  the 
principles  of  the  Bill.  It  would  not  give 
to  the  town  councillors  the  power  to  pur- 
chase books;  they  relied  upon  books  being 


supplied  by  the  donations  of  individuals. 
They  had  many  instances  of  such  donations 
being  given.  Ho  need  only  mention,  as 
one,  the  Grenville  contribution  to  the  Brit- 
ish Museum.  But  a  very  practical  question 
that  might  be  put  was,  whether  the  Bill 
was  called  for  by  the  people  for  whom  it 
was  intended?  He  replied  that  it  was. 
It  had  even  been  anticipated  by  the  people. 
Some  of  the  towns  had  anticipated  a  Li- 
braries Bill  by  turning  the  Museum  Bill  to 
their  use.  One  instance  he  would  give 
was  that  of  the  town  of  Warrington,  which, 
a  short  time  ago,  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  Museum  Act  to  establish  a  library  as 
well  as  a  museum,  and  the  library  com- 
mittee set  forth  in  their  last  report  that 
they  had  not  only  an  increasing  library, 
but  that  the  specimens  of  art  and  science 
had  been  much  increased  also;  indeed, 
they  expected  shortly  to  bo  well  supplied 
with  books.  Another  case  was  that  of 
Salford.  At  the  instance  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Salford,  the  Salford  town 
council  had  placed  a  large  building  which 
was  in  their  possession  at  the  disposal  of 
the  public  for  a  library,  and,  although  it 
had  been  instituted  only  six  months,  there 
were  already  5,000  volumes  in  it,  and  they 
had  continual  promises  of  further  contri- 
butions. The  people  of  Birmingham  and 
Sheffield  had  held  meetings,  and  expressed 
a  good  deal  of  anxiety  upon  the  subject; 
and  at  a  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at 
Sheffield,  it  was  stated  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  had  expressed  to  the  de- 
putation from  that  town  a  strong  feeling  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Ewart)  might 
multiply  instances  to  prove  that  in  passing 
such  a  Bill  as  that  he  proposed,  the  House 
would  be  following,  not  anticipating,  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  But  what  he  had 
stated  would  suffice.  One  great  advantage 
which  might  be  hereafter  derived  from  such 
institutions  he  should  mention.  It  was 
that  their  contents  would  be  illustrative  of 
the  local  and  natural  history  of  the  places 
in  which  they  were  established.  They 
would  be  most  valuable  to  the  future  his- 
torian, as  furnishing  not  only  works  illus- 
trative of  the  locality  in  the  libraries,  but 
as  preserving  in  the  museums  samples  of 
the  natural  curiosities  of  the  neighbourhood. 
The  Act  was  founded  entirely  on  a  popular 
basis.  They  were  not  about  to  ask  the 
Government  for  any  assistance,  pecuniary 
or  otherwise.  They  merely  asked  that 
those  popular  institutions  might  be  legally 
founded  by  the  people,  supported  by  the 
people,  and  enjoyed  by  the  people. 
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Mr.  BRQTHERTON  seconded  the 
Motion. 

Leaye  given. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ewiu^y  Mr.  Brotherton,  and  Mr.  George 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

MINISTEES*  MONEY— (IRELAND). 

Mr.  FAGAN,  haying  first  presented  a 
petition  from  Cork,  signed  bj  12,000  per- 
sons against  the  rate  called  ministers* 
money,  and  another  to  the  same  effect 
from  Kinsale,  said,  that  in  rising  to  sub- 
mit for  the  third  time  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  the  Motion  of  which  he  had 
giyen  notice,  he  would  not  occupy  at  any 
length  its  attention.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  do  so.  The  House  was  already 
familiar  with  the  question.  On  the  first 
year  he  brought  forward  this  Motion,  he 
detailed  the  grieyance  of  the  imposition  of 
ministers'  money  on  corporate  towns  in 
Ireland,  which  were  principally  inhabited 
by  Roman  Catholics  —  namely,  Dublin, 
Oork,  Glonmel,  Limerick,  Kinsale,  Kil- 
kenny, Drogheda,  and  Waterford;  while 
the  corporate  towns  in  Ulster,  such  as  Bel- 
fast, Londondeny,  Carrickfergus,  were  free 
from  the  tax.  He  showed  likewise  that 
eyen  in  these  eight  Catholic  towns  the  poor 
Catholic  inhabitants  were  principally  press- 
ed on  because  inhabiting  generally  the  old 
quarters  of  towns  which  had  fallen  one- 
£>urth  in  yalue,  while  the  yaluation  for 
ministers*  money  there  remained  the  same, 
they  were  quadrubly  assessed,  while  the 
new  and  wealthier  parts  of  these  towns 
which  were  inhabited  principally  by  Pro- 
testants, were  comparatiyely  lightly  taxed, 
because  no  matter  how  high  the  yaluation 
of  the  houses  they  dwelt  in,  they  could  not 
be  assessed  for  ministers*  money  beyond  a 
shilling  in  the  pound  on  601,  Irish.  He 
showed  likewise  how  this  tax,  though 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  no  more  than 
\5,000L  a  year,  kept  alive  religious  dis- 
sension and  rancour  amongst  the  different 
sects  of  Christians,  causing  perpetual  divi- 
sion and  unceasing  irritation  amongst  Irish- 
men— not  only  in  those  towns  where  the 
tax  was  paid,  but  alike  throughout  the 
country,  because  every  Catholic  felt  that 
the  payment  of  such  a  tax  by  his  Catholic 
countrymen  was  a  mark  of  degradation, 
and  a  disgrace  and  insult  which  was  in- 
flicted on  him  as  well  as  on  those  who  paid. 
Last  year  he  proved  from  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  Select  Committee,  as  well  as  from 
letters  he  had  himself  received,  that  the 
clergy  who  received  the  tax,  were  as  anxi- 


ous that  it  should  be  abolished  and  a  sub- 
stitute found  as  the  Catholic  taxpayers 
themselves.  He  could  scarcely  wonder  at 
that.  These  clergymen  feel  that  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant  for  them  to  obtun 
their  incomes  by  distraining  the  miserable 
furniture  of  those  with  whom  they  have  na 
religious  communion.  In  the  discharge  of 
their  clerical  functions  they  think  it  is  their 
duty  to  preach  against  and  disparage  the 
religion  of  the  people  from  whom  they  de- 
rive their  incomes,  and  therefore  thej  feel 
anxious  that  any  substitute  should  be  found 
to  relieve  them  from  so  unjust  and  so  pain-^ 
ful  a  mode  of  levy.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
handbill  which  was  within  the  last  few 
days  distributed  amongst  the  Catholics  cf 
Cork.  It  is  addressed  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, and  it  invited  them  to  come  to  hear 
a  lecture  delivered  on  Ash  Wednesday  in 
one  of  the  churches  of  that  city,  ''  in  which 
it  will  be  proved  that  the  Church  of  Rome 
has  erred  from  the  faith  and  structnre  of 
the  Apostolic  Church.'*  The  reetor  re^ 
ceived  a  large  income  from  ministers'  mo-t 
ney  paid  by  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the 
parish;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
he  have  the  feelings  of  a  Christian  minister, 
that  he  should  desire  the  mode  of  receiving 
his  income  should  be  altered.  This  offen- 
sive practice  of  lecturing  during  Lent  is 
always  carried  on  in  Cork.  The  walls  are 
placarded  with  the  most  offensive  state* 
ments  against  the  Catholic  religion,  and 
the  least  the  Catholics  should  obtain  in  re- 
turn from  the  Legislature  is,  that  they 
should  not  be  forced  to  pay  those  who  thus 
insult  their  religion.  Last  Session  he  en- 
deavoured to  demonstrate  that  a  substitute 
was  to  be  found  in  the  funds  of  the  Bcele- 
siastical  Commissioners,  as  was  recom- 
mended by  a  Select  Committee  of  that 
House.  That  there  was  some  weight  in 
the  argiunent  he  made,  was  proved  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary 
moving  the  previous  question,  or,  in  other 
words,  admitting  the  justice  of  the  demand 
and  the  truth  of  his  statements;  but  al- 
leging that  the  time  was  not  arrived  to 
carry  his  views  into  effect.  Subsequent 
to  the  debate,  he  (Mr.  Fagan)  had  an  inter- 
view with  Sir  George  Grey,  who  assured 
him  that  he  concurred  in  most  respects  in 
his  proposition,  but  that  the  Lord  Lieute* 
nant,  who  was  then  in  town,  did  not  see 
how  anything  could  be  effected  that  Ses- 
sion. Since  then  Lord  Clarendon  had  an- 
nounced to  his  (Mr.  Fagan 's)  constituentSi 
that  the  question  was  under  consideration. 
Ho  therefore  came  forward  to  submit  his 
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Motion  with  renewed  confidence.  He  had 
the  promise  of  the  Minister — the  favour- 
ahle  disposition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant — 
the  yisit  of  Her  Gracious  Majesty  to  Ire- 
land— as  an  earnest  of  Her  desire  to  do 
that  country  justice.  He  had  the  pledge 
oip  Parliament,  and  of  the  Sovereign  of 
these  realms,  to  redress  all  the  proven  and 
real  grievances  under  which  it  laboured. 
Such  being  the  position  of  the  question — 
the  admitted  injustice  of  the  tax,  and  de- 
sire of  the  clergy  and  taxpayers,  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Parliament,  to  get  rid  of 
it  as  a  proven  grievance — he  came  forward 
with  eonfidence  to  propose  a  substitute. 
With  such  a  disposition  towards  Ireland,  it 
shall  not  be  said  that  an  endeavour  was  not 
made  to  get  rid  of  this  tax,  which  was 
hateful  to  the  clergy  who  received,  as 
well  as  the  people  who  paid.  He  main- 
tained that  in  the  fund  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tieal  Commissioners,  that  substitute  was 
to  be  found,  notwithstanding  apparently 
their  present  deficient  state.  He  repeated 
what  he  said  last  year,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Church  Temporalities  Act 
which  prevented  the  annual  sales  of  per- 
petuities being  used  as  income.  What 
IS  the  money  received  by  the  conversion  of 
bishops'  leases  into  perpetuities  ?  Up  to 
1844,  the  money  so  obtained  was  used  as 
income,  and  expended  annually  for  the  re- 
pairs of  churches  and  other  church  pur- 
poses. That  year  Lord  Heytesbury  di- 
rected that  the  amount  of  these  annual 
sales  should  be  capitalised  and  funded,  and 
interest  alone  used  as  income.  But  in  the 
Church  Temporalities  Act  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  its  being  expended  as  it 
eame  in.  The  question,  then,  is  simply 
this — was  it  right  and  expedient  to  follow 
the  course  which  was  adopted  by  the  Ec- 
clesiastical Commissioners  up  to  1844,  and 
expend  as  a  substitute  for  ministers ' 
money,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  an  obnoxi- 
ous tax,  a  portion  of  the  annual  receipts 
from  the  sales  of  perpetuities,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  did  for  repairing  churches, 
while  their  ordinary  income  was  inadequate 
for  that  purpose.  The  entire  value  of  the 
perpetuities  was  valued  by  the  lowest  esti- 
mate at  1,200,000^.,  and  of  this  nearly 
700,000?.  is  still  outstanding.  The  lowest 
sum  received  within  the  year  for  these 
sales  was  13,000?.;  it  may  be  safely  esti- 
mated at  20,000?.,  if  sufficient  encourage- 
ment be  given  the  tenants  to  purchase. 
When  the  bishoprics  of  Armagh,  Derry, 
and  Clogher  become  vacant,  16,500/.  will 
be  added  to  the  income  of  the  Ecclesias- 


tical Commissioners;  and  Mr.'Quin,  one  of 
these  commissioners,  estimates  the  pro- 
bable increase  to  be  derived  from  the  tax 
on  benefices  and  bishoprics,  and  dignities 
yet  to  be  voided,  at  13,600/.;  both  these 
sums  make  over  30,000/.  a  year,  an  in- 
come which  will  arise  within  a  very  few 
years,  for  the  present  incumbents  of  these 
bishoprics,  and  dignities,  and  benefices, 
are  all  far  advanced  in  life.  If,  then, 
until  this  increase  of  income  arrives, 
15,000/.  a  year  out  of  700,000/.,  to  be 
obtained  from  the  sales  of  perpetuities,  be 
appropriated  as  a  substitute  for  ministers' 
money,  there  would  not  be  much  injuiy 
done  to  the  property  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners,  and  no  one  would  say  that 
it  was  not  appropriated  to  a  church  pur- 
pose. It  was  true,  that  of  late  years  the 
sales  of  perpetuities  had  fallen  ofi^.  There 
are  several  reasons  for  this.  But  the 
principal  one  was  the  change  made  of  late 
in  the  mode  of  estimating  the  value  of  the 
perpetuity,  and  the  inadequate  bonus  given 
to  the  purchaser.  The  old  mode  of  es- 
timating the  sales  of  debentures  was  this 
— the  diocesan  annual  value  of  the  land 
held  by  the  tenant,  being  ascertained  from 
this  annual  value,  was  deducted,  the  rent 
and  annual  fine  paid  by  the  tenant,  and  the 
difi'erence  multiplied  by  20,  for  the  value 
of  the  fee-simple.  Then  the  rent  paid  by 
the  tenant,  with  the  annual  fine  added 
thereto,  was  multiplied  by  12,  821,  to  as- 
certain the  value  of  his  interest.  The  one 
was  subtracted  from  the  other,  and  the  dif- 
ference, deducting  4  per  cent  bonus,  p^l^ 
for  converting  his  lease  into  a  perpetuity. 
Now,  the  diocesan  value,  which  consisted 
of  the  rental  paid,  together  with  five  times 
the  usual  fine,  was  far  below  the  real 
bond  fide  marketable  annual  value  or  rent 
of  the  land.  Now,  of  late  years,  the  Com- 
missioners, under  the  advice  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  in  ascertaining  the 
value  of  the  perpetuity,  take  the  solvent 
tenant-test  of  value  of  the  land ;  and,  con- 
sequently, the  tenant  has  a  much  larger 
sum  to  pay  for  the  perpetuity.  Therefore, 
it  is,  that  unless  a  larger  bonus  than  4 
per  cent  is  given,  no  purchase  will  be 
made.  Now,  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners arc  deeply  interested  in  having 
these  purchases  effected,  while  no  person 
is  interested  in  their  not  being  effected. 
Every  sale  made  adds  to  their  income,  and 
neither  bishop,  nor  other  ecclesiastic,  nor 
bishops*  tenant,  is  interested  in  these  sales 
not  being  made.  Therefore,  though  in- 
creasing the  bonus  may  take  something  off 
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the  700,000?.  yet  to  be  brought  in  by 
these  sales,  ho  would  still  maintain  the 
expediency  of  making  the  bonus  8  per 
cent  instead  of  4.  There  was  another 
reason  why  these  sales  had  fallen  off.  It 
has  been  lately  ascertained  that  the  tenants 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  need 
not  come  in  annually  and  pay  their  fines; 
hut  that  if  they  deferred  doing  so  until  the 
very  last  year  of  the  lease,  they  would  be 
entitleil  to  a  renewal  without  any  addi- 
tional charge.  This  is  not  the  case  with 
the  leases  held  under  the  bishops.  In 
these  cases,  if  the  tenant  deferred,  until 
the  last  year  of  his  lease,  he  would  have 
an  enormous  sum  to  pay.  Now,  this 
knowledge,  enjoyed  by  the  tenants  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  lessened  the 
income  of  the  Commissioners  considerably, 
and  indisposed  the  tenants  to  purchase  per- 
petuities. It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to 
amend  the  law  in  that  particular,  so  as  to 
oblige  the  tenant  to  renew  yearly.  This 
would  be  a  stimulus  to  him  to  purchase. 
If  this  course  was  adopted,  the  revenues  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  would  be 
amply  increased  by  the  sales  of  perpetui- 
ties, to  enable  them  to  provide  a  substi- 
tute for  ministers*  money.  Allowing  the 
receipt  from  the  sales  of  perpetuities  to 
be  15,000^  a  year,  the  account  would 
stand  thus : — 

RECEIPTS. 

SappTKiicd  bishoprici: £50^79  2  10 

Sttspraded  bra«fices 15.574  14  6 

Taxonbmofices S,7S4  4  1 

RMviwd  from  Bi»bop  of  Dwtt  4.160  0  0 

1iit«f>M4  on  mort jr:U!f  s 2,61S  0  0 

3iiiM^   ...? 402  0  0 

Saklesofpcrpetuitw«    15,000  0  0 


£^»,S1S     1     5 


ExrExi^rrmE. 

Chwrli  TC«qxiiste$ ;£54,7S'2 

R<iHuns  *<- 22.1?.^ 

Itij^p  of  KilnKw l<*0 

Int^TM^  on  b^ildiof ti>> 

Stipends  t*>  I\:Min  cxiniM*s l.v»  '2 

FHlloto  rkar*^  ch*>rftl S.f»>v» 

Aii$:n>M)X3a>isr.  <*f  ssull  Ivvnu5»t^ i*t"^2 

SoKot%liiui^/4<» l.'^2 

S^ftUncjK 6,51<S 

1iicidM)lad  ^'Tw-nfic* 2>7> 

Other  *\7»«isi« 2f.S 


£743/7 


K*'V;:i:i:rr  ^.^►^4 


Tbe  expfoiltUTV.  which  is  hirfxr  thsTi  ii 
Ins  ^ilbeno  r^ia^rhed  t4\  hiid  frccn  ibe  id- 
ciOHWw  wv¥o}d  Wve  oTe^r  io,C\W,  lo  ne*: 
liie  pmMM  of  miniftors*  jdodct.      The 


MoMjf-'ilreland).        768 

reason  there  was  hitherto  no  snrploB  was, 
that  the  Commissioners  had  to  repay  the 
debt  due  to  the  Government.     This  debt 
was  now  reduced  to  30,0002. ;  and  it  was 
part  of  his  plan  that  this  sum  should  not 
be  demanded  by  the  Government.     They 
forgave  a  million  sterling  during  the  tithe 
contests;  and  it  was  not  too  much  to  hope 
I  that  to  assist  in  settling  this  painful  ques- 
tion of  ministers'  money,  they  wonld  aban- 
'  don  their  claim  to  this  paltry  sum — more 
i  particularly  when  it  is  recollected  that  the 
j  original  debt  of  100,000/.,  of  which  this 
was  a  balance,  was  contracted  to  meet  the 
,  demands  which  ought  to  have  been  paid 
<  by  the  arrears  of  church  rates,  but  which 
I  the  Legislature  declared  should  be  forgiren. 
I  His  plan  then  was,  firstly,  to  make  the 
'  annual  sales  of  perpetuities  income :  this 
required  no  alteration  in  the  law;  sec^mdlj, 
\  to  increase  the  bonus  from  fonr  to  eight 
per  cent,  and  to  oblige  the  tenant  to  pay 
their  fines  annually;  thirdly,  to  place  the 
payment  of  the  incumbents  in  the  eight 
corporate  towns  where  ministers'  mcniej  is 
paid,  the  ecclesiastical  funds  in  lien  of  that 
'  tax  which  he  would  iiboEsh :  for  this  pur- 
pose he  proposed  bringing  in  a  Bill  altoing 
the  Church  Temporalities  Act  in  these  re- 
spects, and  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
72nd  section  of  that  Act  to  the  pajmenta 
of  these  clergymen;  and,  lastly,  he  would 
wipe  off  the  debt  remaining  due  to  the  Go- 
vernment.    There  can  be  no  fair  oljeetioa 
to  this  proposition,  and  he  put  it  to  Her 
Majesty  s  Government  whether  ther  wiD 
any  longer  resist  it.     The  sum  is  sdmD, 
but   the  evil  effects  of  its  coUeetioQ  is 
greater  than  if  the  sum  were  ten  times  as 
large,  and  was  not  connected  with  refig^ons 
behef :  for,  after  all«  that  wms  the  povcrfvl 
part  of  the  subject.     That  being  tiie  case, 
the  smallness  of  the  sum  is  a  reason  wlij 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  get  rid  of  ^is 
obnoxious   tax.      It   is   far  thai   raMM, 
therefoT^^,  that  he  appeakd  for  the  third 
tin^.e  on  the  suLjec:  to  the  Houi«.  cca- 
£«ieni  thai,  now  that  there  is  a  £sp«isitioa 
t-o  i>edr>ess  the  present  grieraDoes  of  Ire- 
land, the  tax  of  ministers*  xnooer  wifl  not 
be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  Si;atuie4N»ok 
— a  tax  as  disagreeable  to  the  clergy  vho 
rt>et^ivovi  ::,  as   the  pef»f(3e  who  paid    it. 
There  i^  :^  other  sabsi5t3:te  exc«|«  the 
OT^e  he  cevised  thai  can  he  sstafifartMy. 
I:  cannM  be  pa5i  o<st  of  the  CcoisaSdaxcd 
F'.:r:i.    The  peop2e  of  tjiis  com-rnr  wiD  »m 
]■>:<:-  :■:■  sach  a  pn*-pMctiiCi.     Ii  caioifit  be 
T'l::  cci  the  landioros;  fsr  it  has  hem  s^mhwh 
in  iht  e-ndeoce  bcfoi«  the  S<^eci  C 
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tee  that  the  house  property  in  these  towns 
belongs  principally  to  Catholics.  The  tithes 
were  put  on  the  landlords  in  the  form  of 
rent-charge;  hut  nineteen  twentieths  of  the 
landed  property  of  Ireland  was  in  the  hands 
of  Protestants,  therefore  the  analogy  does 
not  hold  good.  The  great  argument  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Protestant  Church 
Establishment  in  Ireland  was,  that  it  was 
part  and  parcel  of  the  United  Church  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  If  that  be  so, 
why  not  put  both  churches  on  an  equality  ? 
In  England  there  is  no  ministers'  money 
except  an  ancient  tax  payable  in  the  city 
of  London.  Why,  then,  should  it  exist  in 
Ireland  ?  He  had  studiously  avoided  any 
reference  to  the  general  church  question ; 
that  belonged  to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex,  and  whenever  he  brought 
it  forward,  he  (Mr.  Fagan)  would  not  shrink 
from  taking  a  part  in  that  discussion.  But 
he  could  not  avoid  saying  that  it  was  too 
bad  that  they  should  be  year  after  year 
petitioning  for  relief  from  an  obnoxious 
tax,  while  there  were  600,000  acres  of 
the  best  land  in  Ireland  belonging  to  the 
Established  Church ;  while  the  clergy  re- 
ceived a  half  a  million  annually;  the  bi- 
fihops  60,000^.  annually;  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  100,000Z.  a  year — all  to 
support  the  religion  of  800,000  persons  out 
of  a  population  of  8,000,000.  He,  there- 
fore, conscientiously  believed  that  he  did 
nothing  to  injure  or  weaken  the  Protestant 
religion,  or  to  subvert  the  Church  Estab- 
lishment in  moving  the  resolution. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  House  will,  To-morrow,  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Law  relating  to  the  Rate  or  Tax  called  '  Min- 
isters* Money/  in  Ireland,  with  the  view  to  the 
repeal  of  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  said 
Rate  or  Tax ;  and  further  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  Act  3  and  Will.  IV.,  c.  114,  called  •  The 
Church  Temporalities  Act,'  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  same  so  as  to  provide  thereby  a 
substitute,  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners,  as  a  provision  for  the  Pro- 
testant Ministers  in  certain  corporate  towns  in 
Ireland,  in  lieu  of  the  annual  sums  now  received 
by  them  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Act  17  and 
18  Charles  II.,  c.  7." 

Dr.  POWER  seconded  the  Motion. 

Sir  G.  grey  must  say  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  brought  forward  the  sub- 
ject again  in  the  same  spirit  of  fairness, 
and  with  the  same  temper  and  discretion, 
as  in  last  Session.  He  only  regretted 
that,  the  circumstances  being  almost  iden- 
tical, he  was  compelled  to  take  the  same 
course  as  on  the  former  occasion,  and  move 
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the  previous  question.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  stated  that  in  moving  the  pre- 
vious question  he  had  admitted  the  hon. 
Member's  case;  and,  to  a  certain  degree, 
he  had.  He  had  admitted  that  it  was 
much  to  be  deplored  that  the  income  of 
some  of  the  clergy  in  the  towns  in  question 
was  dependent  upon  a  source  obnoxious 
both  in  their  own  opinion,  and  in  the  opin- 
ion of  those  who  paid  it.  In  the  report  of 
the  Committee  upon  this  subject  in  1848, 
there  was  a  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
some  of  those  clergymen  in  foregoing  their 
dues  rather  than  incur  the  odium  to  their 
religion,  as  well  as  to  themselves  per- 
sonally, of  coming  into  collision  with  their 
Roman  Catholic  neighbours.  But  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  stated  the  re- 
solution of  that  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee, after  adverting  to  several  proposi- 
tions for  providing  a  substitute,  not  pro- 
posing the  abolition  of  the  tax  without  a 
substitute — in  which  the  hon.  Member  ap- 
peared to  concur  with  them — said  they  had 
proceeded  to  make  inquiry  into  the  receipt 
and  expenditure  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners, and  that  they  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  not  that  there  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  a  fund  suffi- 
cient to  provide  a  substitute,  but  only 
**  that  the  existing  income  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners  was  adequate  to 
their  actual  expenditure,*'  and  that  pro- 
spectively and  contingent  upon  the  occur- 
rence of  certain  events  a  large  increase  in 
their  funds  would  take  place,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  their  funds  might  be  rendered 
available  as  a  substitute  for  ministers* 
money.  They  did  not  say  that  it  then 
existed,  but  that  when  it  arrived  a  sub- 
stitute might  be  provided  for  this  impost. 
To  adopt  this  Motion,  therefore,  now,  would 
not  be  acting  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Committee.  A  sug- 
gestion was,  indeed,  thrown  out  by  one  of 
the  witnesses,  hut  it  was  not  adopted  by 
the  Committee,  that  this  charge  might 
be  borne  by  **  some  Government  fund- 
say  the  Consolidated  Fund."  He  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  not  to  concur  in 
this  suggestion,  but  he  adverted  to  the 
debt  due  to  the  Government  from  the  Com- 
missioners, and  thought  the  Government 
would  do  well  to  abandon  it  and  let  the 
amount  be  available  for  the  proposed  ob- 
ject ;  but  that  was  only  a  circuitous  mode 
of  charging  the  Consolidated  Fund.  It 
was  desirable,  no  doubt,  to  find  a  substi- 
tute; but  the  circumstances  contemplated 
by  the  Committee  did  not  at  present  exist« 
2C 
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He  felt  it  his  duty,  therefore,  to  more  the 
preTions  question. 

Dr.  power  could  state  that  payment 
of  this  tax  was  often  obtained  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  of  poor  Roman  Ca- 
iholic  artisans.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Home  Secretary  appeared  to  say  that 
the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  removing  the 
tax,  was  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  sub- 
■titute.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  city  of  Cork,  however,  though  not 
bound  to  do  so,  had  pointed  out  that  sub- 
stitute. But  was  it  not  a  heartless  mock- 
«y  to  tell  the  neople  of  Ireland  they  were 
to  pay  the  tax  because  the  most  richly  en- 
dowed church  in  the  world  was  unable  to 
provide  for  a  few  of  her  clergy  f  The  time 
was  coming  when  the  whole  question  of 
the  Irish  Church  would  be  thoroughly 
ttfted.  Ireland  must  be  held  bv  force, 
and  not  a  man  could  be  reduced  from  the 
army  maintained  there  by  this  country  so 
long  as  the  Established  Church,  which  was 
the  cause  of  aU  the  misery  and  bloodshed 
that  had  taken  place,  was  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. He  believed  the  Government  wished 
to  do  justice,  and  the  people  of  Ireland  | 
were  persuaded  it  was  the  sincerest  wish ! 
of  their  Sovereign's  heart  to  redress  their  | 
grievances;  but  that  temple  of  peace  to 
which  the  rio^ht  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  had  once  alluded,  would 
sever  arise  tiU  its  foundations  were  laid  on 
the  ruins  of  the  Established  Church. 

Mb.  HUME  contended  that  the  question 
came  before  the  House  under  different  cir- 
enmstances  from  those  which  surrounded 
it  last  year.  Her  Majesty  had  since  visited  j 
Her  Insh  subjects,  uid  had  promised  them  I 
in  Her  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  t 
preeent  Session  that  their  grievances 
should  be  redressed,  and  what  was  de- ' 
HsctiTe  in  the  government  of  that  conn-  j 
trr  should  be  reme«^ed.  The  rifht  hon.  ' 
Baronet    the   Home   Secretarr    admitted 
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tlus  impost  to  be  a  grieraace.  asd  vet 
he  r^sed  to  n^moTe  i«.  This  was  a  grle- 
vazice«  too,  which  extended  to  Scotla-id. 
Charges  II.  esiabiisbed  a  siaiilar  i=:p->5:  in 
Edinburgh  and  Mc^;rc«5»e:  asd  on  behalf  o: 
his  cc^nstituents  azhi  the  inhabitazts  of 
Edinburgh,  as  weS  as  on  behalf  c:  the 
people  of  Irelaad.  he  d«2Asded  the  abcc:- 
tkn  of  this  nr^jsst  aoi  p^arsial  tax.  It 
was  fj«  the  aaocni  h^  I.x4ed  a:,  sc*  rsaeh 
aa  the  pria^ple,  Th<r  ^bcle  azic^:::!::  leTi^ 
far  Dinbte?^'  nocrj  is  Ir^lasi.  he  K^!:eTc•i. 
waa  w4  i!>L^re  thin  Ic.'.WT..  aaJ  is  S,v-:- 
Ia»l  ii  did  -vt  eiv-^ed  15.0X*,.  thcr^-f:r* 
the  SKMBt  Ta&  aM  ispgcufo.  His  scvcif 


objection  was,  that  H  was  the  stamp  of  op* 
pression.  In  Ireland,  too»  he  was  Borrj  to 
say  some  of  the  clergy  who  received  it  had 
lately  been  preaching  damnation.  And  using 
language  highly  irritating  to  thoee  who 
paid  the  money.  This  was  not  onlj  an 
unjust  but  a  most  tmgratefol  return* 

Mb.  MONSELL  said,  that  his  object  in 
rising  was  to  reply  to  Uie  ohserrationB  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  See* 
retary.  Tlmt  right  hon.  Gentleman  ftdlj 
admitted  a  grievance,  w^e  he  refosed  to 
redress  it.  Now,  in  the  ease  of  n  Tompike 
Bill,  the  right  hon.  G«itleman's  aignment 
for  the  prerious  question  might  be  A  good 
one;  but  when  a  large  number  of  the  poo* 
pie  were  deeply  interested*  he  tlioiighl 
that  the  course  adopted  on  the  Treaanrf 
bench  was  anything  but  satisfiietory.  He^ 
would  like,  however,  to  quote  the  antluirity 
of  a  much-respected  a^  hdoved  prelele 
on  the  subject.  He  allnded  to  the  Bishop 
of  Limerick.  The  Bishop  of  limerick  ex- 
pressed a  decided  opinion  that  if,  instead 
of  the  present  mode  <tf  payment,  there  wna 
a  fixed  stipend,  diminished  by  one-lbarth, 
much  of  the  diflicnlty  woold  he  olmaled. 
It  would  appear,  also,  from  a  letter  whieh 
had  been  addressed  to  him  from  the  Krirap 
of  Down  and  Connor,  that  when  that  pre^ 
late  was  connected  with  a  parish  in  the 
city  of  Limerick,  die  great  bulk  of  the 
payers  of  this  tax  wefe  Roman  Cathoiica. 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  Censmittoe 
also  went  to  show  that  as  large  an  ■■tgiwl 
on  account  of  miusters'  money  waa  paid 
in  respect  of  hooses  valued  at  GOL,  hot 
whose  value  was  reallT  only  201.,  aa  lor 
the  flourishing  establishment  of  the  Meaan, 
Beamish,  valued  at  2,3C<K.  The  laat  pre- 
late to  whom  he  had  rdared,  had  nlao 
said  that  in  the  parish  of  SL  Man^nSy  in 
Limerick*  nearly  everr  contribotor  to  lids 
tax  was  a  Roooan  Catholic,  and  that  the 
coUeetion  of  the  money  had  given  rine  to 
much  party  feeling:  he  shonld, 
s:ro:::j:'«T  reommead  that  soom 
zien:  be  devised  to  x\fsiove  the  gnmnd  of 
cv>a:plai2U  MazLV  parishes  in  the  sooth  of 
Inrl&ni  «-ej\^  in  the  same  eonditios;  and  he 
v>:uli  chIt  ass;;in?  Her  Maiestv*s  Mimsters 
iLa:  if  they  ex^^^cted  die  people  el  Ireland 
to  ex'rdxt  tovszds  this  conntiT  feeKnga  of 
l.^rsliT  a:i.d  afeeiioG.  ther  shcvid  take  the 
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that  improvement  in  Ireland  which  it  now 
Beemed  to  be  the  general  disposition  to  in- 
augurate. 

Mr.  NAPIER  thought  that  the  nature 
and  character  of  this  tax  were  much  misun- 
derstood. It  was  not  personally  a  tax  on 
Roman  Catholic  occupiers.  It  was  con- 
tinued on  the  settlement  of  property  in  the 
time  of  Charles  II.,  and  it  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent charge  from  what  was  generally  sup- 
posed. He  admitted  there  was  much  in- 
convenience in  the  collection  of  the  money. 
He  admitted,  that  in  many  cases  the  clergy 
had  forbore  their  rights,  rather  than  hazard 
any  disagreement  with  their  parishioners. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  this  money  was  ori- 
ginally put  on  corporate  towns  in  Ireland  at 
the  time  when  they  were  exclusively  Pro- 
testant; and  by  an  Act  of  Charles  II.  the 
whole  property  was  remodelled,  and  the 
course  taken  was  this  : — People  who  had 
been  dispossessed  of  property  in  the  towns, 
got  property  allotted  them  outside  of  the 
towns,  and  the  corporate  towns  were  in- 
habited by  English  settlers.  The  Crown 
had  then  the  whole  fee  of  the  property, 
no  one  had  any  right  in  it  but  Charles  II.; 
and  having  invited  English  settlers  to  these 
towns,  he  then  provided  that  there  should 
be  a  charge  on  the  House  for  the  purpose 
of  supporting  certain  of  the  clergy.  And 
80  far  from  those  who  received  this  money 
ever  preaching  doctrines  which  were  oh- 
noxious,  he  would  appeal  to  both  JEloman 
Catholics  and  Protestants  whether  there 
could  be  a  more  diligent,  useful,  or  bene- 
volent body  of  men  to  be  found  in  any  part 
of  Ireland.  The  charge  being  on  the 
owners  of  houses,  on  whom  else  could  they 
put  it  ?  No  substitute  for  the  ministers' 
money  had  ever  been  proposed  by  anybody, 
though  the  question  had  been  discussed 
year  after  year.  His  hon.  Colleague  and 
himself,  in  Committee,  had  agreed  to  ex- 
empt small  tenements  from  the  impost; 
but  as  to  the  removal  of  the  tax,  there 
having  been  no  substitute  named,  he  was 
confident  that  no  man  with  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice would  do  this.  A  right  rev.  Prelate 
had  regretted  that  there  should  be  another 
Parliamentary  confederacy  on  foot  against 
the  Church  of  Ireland,  and  observed  that 
they  who  knew  the  effect  of  the  sad  tithe 
war  of  1832  should  be  cautious  how  they 
proceeded  in  such  a  course.  The  minis- 
ters' money  was  provided  for  in  the  Church 
Temporalities  Act,  when  Mr.  O'Connell 
was  in  ihe  House.  He  was  willing  to  re- 
move any  inconvenience  in  the  mode  of 
collecting  for   small  tenements;  but  be 


hoped  that  the  House  would  not  assent  to 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  city  of  Cork,  who  sought  to  de- 
prive these  reverend  gentlemen  of  their 
vested  rights. 

Mr.  KEOGH  merely  rose  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and 
those  who  acted  with  him,  though  very 
ready  to  declare,  in  general  terms,  that 
they  were  quite  prepared  to  remove  the  im- 
post, would  be  likely  to  find  some  special 
objections  when  the  time  came  to  test  their 
sincerity.  They  would  be  sure  to  object 
to  the  occasion,  to  the  time,  or  to  the  want 
of  a  substitute.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Home  Secretary  had  already  suggest- 
ed, indeed,  that  no  substitute  had  been 
pointed  out;  but  it  was  incumbent  on  Go- 
vernment, when  a  grievance  was  admitted 
by  them — a  grievance  which  the  Protes- 
tants were  as  anxious  to  remove  as  the  Ro- 
man Catholics — to  find  one,  and  not  to  let 
it  rest  on  a  private  individual,  or  an  inde- 
pendent Member  of  the  House.  There  was 
something  very  suspicious  about  the  decla- 
ration of  readiness  to  remedy  the  grievance, 
particularly  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  brought  in  the  case  of  the  anti- 
tithe  war.  There  was  no  connexion  what- 
ever between  the  two  cases.  If  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary  was,  in- 
deed, anxious  for  the  repeal  of  the  impost, 
why  did  he  seek  to  prevent  discussion  ?  He 
was  astonished  to  hear  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  leamed  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin,  that  when  the  impost  had 
been  first  established,  the  owners  of  houses 
were  all  Protestants.  Would  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  say  that  they  were  aU 
Protestants  now  ?  A  more  monstrous  pro- 
position had  never  been  put  forward,  when 
it  was  known  what  a  mass  of  houseowners 
were  Roman  Catholics.  The  Rev.  J. 
Elmes,  the  Protestant  rector  of  St.  John's, 
Limerick,  who  was  examined  before  the 
Committee  of  which  the  hon.  and  leamed 
Gentleman  was  a  Member,  said  he  believed 
that  when  the  enumeration  of  houses  took 
place  in  1782  and  1846,  99  out  of  every 
100  houseowners  were  Roman  Catholics. 
How  could  the  hon.  and  leamed  Member 
with  any  face,  then,  say  that  ministers' 
money  was  not  injurious  to  Roman  Catho- 
lics, because  it  only  pressed  on  the  owners 
of  houses  ?  He  tmsted  the  House  would 
force  on  the  attention  of  the  Government 
the  necessity  of  removing  an  impost  Ythiob 
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was  insulting  and  obnoxious  to  the  Roman 
Catholic,  while  it  did  no  good  to  the  Pro- 
testant, and  the  rcmoTal  of  which  would 
confer  substantial  benefit  on  the  Estab- 
lished Church. 

Mr.  cowan  was  gkd  to  hear  the  ob- 
noxious nature  of  the  tax  was  admitted  by 
Her  Majesty's  Goyemment;  and  he  was 
much  disappointed,  after  the  expectations 
which  had  been  held  out,  that  so  little  pro- 
gress had  been  made  in  respect  to  the 
carrying  out  this  question.  Two  years  ago 
a  Commission  had  been  appointed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Edinburgh  to  inquire  into  the  an- 
nuity tax  of  Edinburgh.  A  report  had 
been  given  in  about  a  year  ago,  and  he  had 
frequently  put  questions  to  the  noble  Lord 
on  the  subject,  but  had  never  obtained  a 
satisfactory  reply.  If  that  House  wished 
to  secure  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
people  of  Scotland,  they  should  proceed  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstauccs  which  were 
so  grievous  to  the  people  of  Edinburgh  par- 
ticularly. 

Colonel  RAWDON  said,  ho  was  a 
member  of  the  Established  Church,  and 
had  a  great  veneration  for  the  faith  he 
professed;  but  he  thought  that  the  subject 
now  under  discussion  resolved  itself  into 
one  of  justice,  and  that  the  House  would 
be  guilty  of  continuing  an  injustice  if  they 
exacted  from  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  they 
were  doing,  a  tax  for  the  support  of  Pro- 
testant clergymen.  Some  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  opposition  benches  had  recently 
signed  a  manifesto,  headed  by  Lord  Glen- 
gall,  in  which  they  promised  to  inquire  into 
the  various  grievances  of  Ireland.  This, 
then,  was  the  time  for  testing  their  sin- 
cerity, for  now  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
inquiring  into  one  of  those  grievances, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  injuring  the 
Church  in  any  respect.  He  was  sure  that 
if  the  tax  were  abolished,  other  temporal- 
ities would  easily  be  found,  to  afford  the 
requisite  stipend  to  the  clergy,  and  there- 
fore he  should  vote  now,  as  he  had  voted 
in  former  years,  in  favour  of  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  city. 

Whereupon  previous  Question  put,  "That 
that  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  76;  Noes 
96:  Majority  20. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Aglionby,  H.  A.  Bouverie,  hon.  E.  P. 

Anderson,  A.  Bright,  J. 

Armstrong,  Sir  A.  Brotherton,  J. 

Barron,  Sir  11.  W.  Brown,  W. 

Bass,  M.  T.  Castlereagh,  Visct. 


Caolfeild,  J.  M. 
Clifford,  H.  Bf. 
Cobden,  A. 
Corballj,  M.  E. 
Cowan,  C. 
Drammond,  H. 
Ellice,  E. 
Ellis,  J. 

Evans,  Sir  De  L. 
Ewart,  W, 
Fergus,  J. 

Fortescne,  hon.  J.  W. 
Fox,  W.  J. 

Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Grace,  0.  D.  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Grattan,  H. 
Greene,  J. 
Grenfell,  C.  P. 
HaU,  Sir  B. 
Harris,  R. 
Hastie,  A. 
Herbert,  H.  A, 
Heyworth,  L. 
Horsman,  E. 
Hume,  J. 
Humphery,  Aid. 
Keating,  R. 
Keogh,  W. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Lushington,  C. 
M*CuUagh,  W.  T. 
M'Taggart,  Sir  J. 
Meagher,  T. 


Mrignnd,  Tiiet. 
Moffiitt,  G. 
Mcdesworth,  SirW. 
Monaell,  W. 
Ifuntx,  G.  F. 
Norr^s,  Sir  D.  J 
O'Connor,  F. 
Pearson,  C. 
Perfect,  R. 
PUkiogtoo,  J. 
Pinnej,  W. 
Power,  N. 
Rawdon,  CoL 
Salwey,  CoL 
Scholefield,  W. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Scully,  F. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Smythe,  hon.  6. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Stant<m,  W.  H. 
Stuart,  Lord  D. 
Sullivan,  M. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Thomely,  T. 
Trelawney,  J.  S. 
WaU,  C.  B. 
Walznsley,  Sir  J. 


Fagan,  W. 
Power,  Dr. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Abdy,  T.  N. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Bateson,  T. 
Beresford,  W. 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Best,  J. 
Blair,  S. 

Blandford,  Marq.  of 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Boyle,  hon.  Col. 
Bramston,T.W. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Charteris,  hon.  F. 
Cbatterton,  Col. 
Christy,  S. 

Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Cocks,  T.  S. 
Cole,  hon.  H.  A. 
Compton,  H.  C. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Ebrington,  Visct. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Enfield,  Visct. 
Farrer,  J. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fordyce,  A.  D, 
Fox,  S.  W.  L. 
Frewen,  C.  H. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Greenall,  G. 


Grey,  rt  hon.  Sir  Q. 
Grogan,  £. 
Guernsey,  Lord 
Gwyn,  H. 

Hallyburton,  Lord  J.  F. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
HatcheU,  J. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Heald,  J. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  rt.  hon,  S. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Jocelyn,  Visct. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Knox,  Col. 

Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Lacy,  H.  C. 
Lascelles,  hon.  E. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Lowther,  H. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Maxwell,  hon.  J.  P. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
Miles,  W. 
Morison,  Sir  W. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Mundy,  W. 
Naas,  Lord 
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Napier,  J. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Paget,  Lord  C. 
Paget,  Lord  G. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Portal,  M. 
Pusey,  P. 
Richards,  R. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Sandars,  6. 
Smith,  J.  A. 


Somerville,  rt.hn.  Sir  W. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanley,  £. 
Tancred,  H.  W, 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Verney,  Sir  H. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Williamson,  Sir  H. 
Wilson,  J. 
Young,  Sir  J. 

TELLERS. 

Grey,  R.  W. 
HiU,  Lord  M. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  rose  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  Act 
5  George  IV.,  relative  to  transportation  of 
felons.  He  was  not  now  about  to  raise 
the  general  question  of  transportation,  or 
to  propose  anything  which  should  lead  to 
an  abandonment  of  that  mode  of  punish- 
ment. The  object  of  his  Motion  was  simply 
this,  that  when  for  the  future  it  should  be 
necessary  to  make  choice  of  a  new  penal 
settlement  (and  by  that  he  did  not  mean 
the  revival  of  an  old  settlement,  but  the 
breaking  of  new  ground),  that  choice  should 
be  made  not  by  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
but  by  Act  of  Parliament.  He  desired  to 
state  at  once  to  the  House  that  his  present 
proposal  had  been  suggested  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  those  great  petitions  from 
the  Cape,  which  he  had  lately  had  the 
honour  to  present  in  this  House,  and  which 
Lord  Stanley  had  presented  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  and  supported  with 
so  much  eloquence.  Those  large  petitions, 
emanating  from  public  meetings  and  muni- 
cipalities in  South  Africa,  not  only  prayed 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  category  of  penal 
settlements — they  not  only  asked  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Order  in  Council  making 
them  so,  but  they  prayed  the  repeal  alto- 
gether of  the  Act  of  the  5th  Geo.  IV,, 
enabling  the  Colonial  Office  to  make  any 
fresh  penal  settlements,  and  prayed  further 
that  the  question  should  thereafter  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  Parliament.  The  noble 
Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment had,  in  the  most  frank  and  manly 
manner,  acknowledged  his  error,  and  re- 
voked the  Order  in  Council,  and  he  (Mr. 
Adderley)  would  be  the  last  man  to  revive 
anything  tending  to  resuscitate  those  feel- 
ings of  irritation  which  had  arisen  in  con- 
sequence of  that  Order  in  Council.  He 
knew  it  might  be  said  that,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  having  defended  themselves 
from  the  danger  of  being  made  a  penal 


settlement,  they  ought  now  to  rest  satis- 
fied ;  but  he  was  not  of  that  opinion.  At 
the  same  time,  he  had  no  doubt  they  were 
quite  safe  from  the  future  infliction  of  any 
such  wrong.  Their  conduct  was  so  manly 
and  spirited  that  they  need  not  fear  any 
future  danger  of  that  character ;  but  other 
colonies  were  not  so  secure;  and  if  that 
had  been  the  iirst  time,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape  might  fairly  hope  it  would  be  the 
last,  on  which  they  wotdd  be  exposed  to 
the  hazard  of  being  made  a  penal  settle- 
ment. But  it  was  not  the  first,  nor  the 
second,  nor  the  third.  When  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  Lord 
Stanley,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  were 
respectively  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  attempts  were  made  to  convert  the 
Cape  into  a  penal  settlement;  and  the  oc- 
casion to  which  he  now  referred  was  the 
fourth  time  that  a  similar  attempt  hfud  been 
made.  True  it  was  that  attempt  had  been 
unsuccessful,  but  that  very  circumstance 
only  rendered  the  situation  of  other  colo- 
nies more  unsafe.  France  might  protect 
Guernsey  and  Jersey,  and  perhaps  Canada 
could  protect  itself;  but  what  should  pro- 
tect Jamaica,  Ceylon,  and  the  Mauritius, 
without  some  further  guarantee  with  re- 
spect to  the  question  of  transportation? 
Now,  only  part  of  the  Order  in  Council  had 
been  revoked.  That  part  of  the  order 
with  respect  to  the  transportation  of  felons 
had  been  abolished,  but  the  part  bearing 
reference  to  the  reception  of  military  con- 
victs had  been  retained.  When  it  was 
proposed  to  send  out  military  convicts  to 
the  Cape,  it  was  known  that  Sir  Harry 
Smith  had  spoken  of  the  suggestion  in 
terms  sufficiently  strong  to  bring  down  a 
sharp  reprimand  from  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  colonial  department,  who 
contended  that  a  distinction  should  be 
drawn  between  military  and  other  convicts. 
Now  he  (Mr.  Adderley)  could  hardly  im- 
derstand  this  distinction;  for  although  the 
Mutiny  Act  exposed  military  convicts  to 
only  certain  punishments,  and  provided 
that  they  should  be  sent  to  fortresses  and 
other  places  of  confinement,  they  might 
not  be  so  sent,  or  at  all  events  on  their  re- 
lease they  were  as  likely  to  become  scat- 
tered throughout  the  colonies  as  other  con- 
victs. Nothing  could  have  been  worse 
than  the  hasty  and  ill-considered  changes 
made  by  the  Colonial  Office,  or  the  mode 
of  classifying  convicts  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation to  the  Cape;  but  he  did  not  de- 
sire to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  upon 
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li»  iMjt  l/yg^  «i*  vM  to  Vlame  naber  nezx  Ad. 

Uisa  i'jT  orlir^x^tixig  it.  The  tmdi  vift,  G<t:<rr«  IIL,  TnTvad  ^^  pc'vcr,  yperioaij 
tittt  ii  vat  frr/m  tbe  ^eptnaKsit  «f  xLe  *;z::izfir  mTarDgWfJ,  if  iSkc  Ctdvb,  tet  oalf 
rijAt  bfjb«  Gfrnticmaii  tke;  Hcime  Seeretanr  in  a  rerr  fiuai  mtuiB,  It  £■«•  w 
that  the  pretfnre  emme;  for  whcB  aa  fteen-  Crwn  tae  pwuu  'vi^  ife  aMoe  «£  Ae 
dqImmd  cyf  eoDTieti  arote,  the  Colonial  Prrnr  CoizdcS,  asd  ake  indk  ife  aMea 
H<»sretarT  waa  expected  to  make  pitnriiioii  and  co^cpevdaK  «f  iscfe  mnpyhiMV^  ta 
f<r/r  them.  In  an  nDportant  eammm-  name  azid  afpuK  i^  piaBes  hcnBd^Ae 
d^nee  wbieb  took  plaee  betveea  Lord  seas  lo  vhieh  f«siimf  dwoU  he 
Hunlej  and  Sir  James  Graham  in  1842,  next  point  ehniassnr  tiu  sa&jBcx*  « 
th4  former  Lad  eomplained  of  the  mixed  question  w^aA.  ame  211  a  i  "^  ^  * 
and  jnTjdjoua  duties  thus  thrust  upon  him,  '  House  with  rtsari  s&  tike 
\H%Am^  Uf  a  complication  both  of  ac-  <  of  America,  vtiaa  ABBiea 
e*jwtU  and  functions.  Beliering,  there- 1  against  EnzJazd  as  a  &ui  Jor 
for<>,  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  to  \  tion,  it 


blanje  rather  for  the  process  of  the  system  j  where  this  eonctiT 

than  for  its  ori/pn,  far  be  it  from  him  to  :  ous  aeenmnktiBB 

int«5r)d  this  Motion  as  one  of  censure  on   places  were 

the  noble  KarL     lie  had  heard  it  said  br   nosed,  howerer,  beis^  S 

Ooritlemcri  out  of  doors,  that  this  If otka    jfr.  Burke,  in  a 

trffnf.'had  on  the  prerogative  of  Her  lla}^^*    sirated  against 

and  th<*r<;fore  he  was  anxious  to  «^ow  thas    as  theire  was  no  Act  of  Pj 

it  would  in   no  war  hare  thai  effem.     Ix    iix  ranTxls,  whatever 

tlin  first  plnc<;,  transportation  was  w  bvk-   siaaZJtT.  to  be  sent  to  an 

ivr  of  prorogatire  whaierer.     It  wms  ii»-   He  iIas  <rf  Sierra 

known  to  the  common  law;  it  wi^  icsTtHr  a   t^xi  ParBaxBent  had  the 

ttiniU*r  nf  statute;  and  the  o^h  Elisat^sQ^   %^  •d»6de  od  what  pbeea  ikaaH  fe 

WMS  (hn  flr«t  4iatat«  on  t&e  ss^^en  wixk   <«2  t?  ««&«  mmisak  to.     i 

$*tti^mwt'rot\  IlifT  Maj^ij,  whh  tbe  adT^re   tLas  the  I^^  Gwrp  IIL 

Iff  lior  i'rtrj  CoQr>!::]-Uwo   Jf«s.%«£n  cf  fcr  t^  aext  Act,  the  24th  Gcaife 

whi''h    w«T<;  warned,  th*  Ixed  ChaEkecJCriw   c^^.  ras  is  searir the 

nut)  f  >»«•   iy/rd  Tr**«Tsrer — to  nasse  pftares   p«s*s=t  Tt: 

wHh'ttt  U*rr  'hmrTt'y^DB  vj  wlieh  ro^TMS  aad   a  Tf^BA&mal 

tntifihffwU  n#;i^t  b*  Kot-     B«  that  Act,    Gewr*  III-,  cl  56. 

^/f  f;tr  ff^rni  r^'/;r»iftjsr  aoj  prer^faisre  of  with  ^he  adriee  of  the  PiiiT 

Of*  fl*i''*^f  «>ivw*d  that  Parliameni  gave   power  cf  TtaffB--frr  the  place  tm 

fhtf    hmUA    avl    resirieted    pvwers    to   soocrs  sbtwid  le  scsot  who 

\\hr    Jtl«J<;MT,    ftami=z    «'hat   the  Crown   in  fisss  nsade  ««t  Vr  the  Jvdgea  «f 

*h//»M  rf//t  ^v  M  well  as  wLsi  it  shovld  ^  seotinkced  br  vaem  to  tnwyortati 

d'/,   ftf^d  yf^*rtj'.l:yT  «nj  adraatag^e   £rom    only  to  zsaase  the  pftacr  ifv  the 

\ifiufg,  *hkf^  xi'^iw  another  Act,  to  Imig   sp«i£«d  in  the  jBdrea*  &ts.  aad  ■• 

it)nU    r^//j^    :.'.v^  EagisErd  oa   prctenee   Three  years  afterwaidks  the  !2Ttk  G«Hp 

//f  f,rA»«;^/.aiitM^,     TLerefon  that  Act  of  III.  was  yiiagij.  lecitDc^  the 

^f,Ur,H}f^h  40Ttyi  tjiVt  be  ewnimd  a  prece- :  slating  that  vaiAer  :t  Xew  S^Blk  Wain 

fUt,i  ff/r  vrify^^v.^^,  b*:t,  '/:;  the  eoctrarr, ,  Bociar  Bar  had  beca   Mekcicd   fsr 

wftir  %},*:  *t\r,^  '^z^Vkfl'A  of  a  p7w#T  con-    tnup:na&m  4f  two^  Ems  gn^en  m  hr 

f«7/«->J   ur  if^/iJu^^TLX.     TK*  &ti'.  A^  on    J&iz*s-    Aad  h  was  m>anaBt  to 

ih'r  ft'.V^i'rt,  ^rc^T^'s?  t2ie  HabeM  C:<T^a«  *  that  PaHi&aMDt  f^iaid  it  neDBaaarr  t 

A/r'»  'w*kit:L  *::«'f>r:^y  :z.'r:d.<^:iu{*y  al:«i^  to   a  speciiJ  Ac:  tr}  aaiLsr^ie  a  cout  of 

trjkfi(>:-ru!t: '.c  ,  wm  the  4tL  of  Ge^-.-fgie  I.    diction  in  Xew  S-Mth  WaLea^  that 

TLj»  Act  wa§  penLSpf  the  ftro!:g*e«t  case  i  carry  on  jodSnal  proceeifioDga  ia  a 

be  bad  :3  p>L9i,  beea-iE^  :t  uy>k  the  pr>wer  f  summary  maaaer  thaa  the  law  laai 

/rotL-^Iy  0^1  of  nh«r  Lands  of  the  Cr>w3,  ^  recogised  befcfe.  doing  any  with  trial  hj 

b^arirz  to  PaHL&azent  the  choice  of  tL^ '  j^^»  *°^  makfag  a  perp«taal  anitial  lav 

places  10  wLe^-fa  eosr>ns  should  be  s^st,    hang  orcr  the  coloay.  which  it  £d   fsr 

ffM"  it  «ts:<€Ti  t>Lit  \h^r  §bou!d  no  ]orL2rep  be  -  ihirtr  rearsv  cntii  a  brilliaBt  dehaat  ia  the 

sent  CO  ihe  W^t  Zuiie*.  bet  to  Aserl^:^.  •  House  put  an  end  to  it*  bat  bm  krifiotv  the 

Aod  so  ftrosz^y  was  \h.\i  Act  sippoted  to  [  greatest  damage  had  been  Samt  to  ear  ca- 

alMbh  the  power  of  the  Crown,  that  the  |  lonial  systcoL    The  next  Ad  wat  tka 
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lent  Transportation  Act,  under  which  the 
recent  Order  in  Council  had  been  made  to 
constitute  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  amongst 
other  colonies,  a  penal  station.     The  5th 
George  IV.,  c.  84,  only  differed  from  the 
24th  George  III.,  c.  56,  in  the  fact,  that 
it  gave  the  Crown  the  power  not  only  to 
name  particular  places  to  which  criminals 
should  he  sent,  but  to  name  any  places 
within  our  dominions,  at  any  time,  to  which 
any  felons  or  other  criminals  under  sen- 
tence of  transportation  should  be  sent — in 
fact,  to  name  any  particular  places  within 
our  dominions,  and  designate  them  perma- 
nently penal  stations.     To  that  Act  it  was 
he  greatly  objected,  as  most  obnoxious  in 
its  operation  to  the  colonists,  and  also  in- 
jurious to  the  penal  system  of  the  country. 
If  anybody  thought  he  proposed  an  inter- 
ference with  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
and  held  that  there  was  an  analogy  be- 
tween this  power  and  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing places  for  gaols,  he  thought  it  might 
Boon  be  seen  that  there  was  no  such  ana- 
logy.    In  the  first  place,  Earl  Grey,  in  his 
last  despatch  to  the  Cape,  drew  a  distinc- 
tion, and  admitted  the  difference  between 
the  power  to  select  particular  places  of 
confinement  and  the  power  to  select  places 
in  which  to  distribute  felons  throughout  a 
country  at  large,  on  tickets  of  leave.     But 
further,  when  any  place,  such  as  Reigate 
or  Portland,  was  to  be  selected  for  a  place 
of  confinement,  to  be  supported  either  from 
the  county  rate  or  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
it  must  be  established  by  special  or  general 
Act  of  Parliament;  at  all  events,  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  always  necessary  to 
raise  the  funds  and  give  the  Crown  the 
means  of  carrying  the  plan  into  effect. 
Therefore,  the  protection  which  he  now 
wished  to  obtain  for  the  colonies  was  en- 
joyed by  the  people  at  home — namely,  that 
the  power  could  not  be  exercised  at  a  mo- 
ment's  notice,  but  must  come  regularly 
before  Parliament,  and  allow  time  for  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  before  enter- 
ing upon  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 
He  liiought  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
proving  to  all  those  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  transportation  for  the  last  twelve 
years  that  there  were  good  reasons  for  ef- 
fecting a  change  in  the  present  system. 
Experience  too  abundantly  proved  that  the 
worst  evil  of  the  existing  system  was  the 
disastrous  uncertainty  which  it  occasioned; 
and  he  really  believed  that  it  would  be 
better  to  make  a  colony  for  a  penal  sta- 
tioBy  than  to  expose  it  to  the  uncertain 
•hanet  of  being  suddenly  fixed  upon  at 


any  time  for  such  a  purpose.  He  would 
refer  to  the  case  of  the  Cape,  as  the  best 
illustration  of  the  evils  of  this  imcertain- 
ty.  In  1848,  what  with  having  transporta* 
tion  discontinued  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
closed  for  two  years  in  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
and  having  the  establishment  broken  up  at 
Norfolk  Island,  the  perplexity  of  finding 
an  outlet  for  our  convicts  became  ahnosl 
as  great  as  at  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  the  Home  Secretary  had  to  in« 
sist  on  the  Colonial  Secretary  providing 
some  means  for  relieving  the  gaols  at 
home  of  their  overcrowded  inmates.  A 
new  system  was  consequently  adopted,  re* 
fleeting  very  great  honour  on  those  who 
advised  it;  and  he  thought  the  liBtter  and 
the  despatch  written  on  the  subject  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  by  Earl  Grey,  showed  the  greatest 
statesmanship,  ability,  and  goodness  of 
heart.  He  would  not  now  discuss  the  sys- 
tem, but  merely  point  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  been  compelled 
to  act  under  the  emergency.  New  South 
Wales,  which  had  been  recently  aban- 
doned, was  again  revived  as  the  place  most 
accustomed  to  transportation;  Van  Die- 
men's  Land  was  again  opened.  But  this 
was  not  enough ;  and  the  noble  Lord, 
thinking  the  Cape  a  very  quiet  settlement, 
not  well  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and 
with  nobody  else  seeming  to  care  for  it, 
pitched  upon  it  rather  than  select  a  larger 
colony,  and  one  better  adapted  for  his  pur- 
pose, but  which  might  be  capable  of  resist- 
ing the  experiment.  An  order  was  sent 
by  Earl  Grey  to  the  Governor  of  the  Capo 
to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  colony  on 
the  project;  but  before  an  answer  could  be 
received,  intelligence  reached  this  country 
that  Bermuda  was  in  such  a  condition  that 
the  Governor  found  it  no  longer  possible  to 
preserve  discipline  on  his  station.  The 
emergency  being  so  great,  and  there  being 
no  time  for  reflection,  unfortunately  for 
this  country.  Earl  Grey,  without  waiting 
for  an  answer  to  the  despatch  he  had  sent 
to  the  Cape,  immediately  ordered  a  batch 
of  300  convicts  from  Bermuda  to  the  Cape. 
It  was  certainly  most  unfortunate  that  the 
worst  period — namely,  between  asking  the 
consent  of  the  colony  and  the  arrival  of  its 
answer — was  selected  for  taking  this  step, 
He  would  not  go  through  the  history  of 
the  rapid  succession  of  events  that  followed 
— the  unanimous  opposition  of  the  eolonisti 
at  the  Cape,  and  a  resistance  on  their  part 
which  he  thought  redounded  greatly  to 
their  honour — ^he  need  not  mention  how 
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the  unfortunate  GoFemor,  Sir  Harry  Smith, 
was  made  to  pledge  himself  to  the  colonists 
that  no  convicts  would  he  landed  at  the 
Cape  without  their  consent,  and  in  a  few 
short  weeks  afterwards  he  found  himself, 
as  a  military  man,  compelled  to  ohey  or- 
ders, and  was  made  to  appear  to  hreak  his 
solemn  pledge.  He  need  not  recount  all 
the  disastrous  irritation  that  ensued,  and 
the  formation  of  a  league  among  the  colo- 
nists to  resist  the  Government,  all  origina- 
ting under  the  feeling  that  their  confidence 
had  heen  violated.  He  need  not  recount 
the  disastrous  shifting  and  changing  of  the 
Government  in  consequence — namely,  that 
the  Cape  was  first  made  a  penal  colony; 
afterwards,  that  such  an  intention  was  re- 
tracted; then  it  was  said  that  this  first 
batch  of  300  convicts  were  all  that  would 
be  sent;  then  it  was  attempted  to  be  shown 
that  they  were  a  very  innocent  batch,  and 
only  Irish — only  peasants — only  of  that 
description  whose  offence  could  hardly  be 
called  an  offence;  in  fact,  their  offences 
were  so  diluted  and  so  softened  down,  that 
at  last  one  could  hardly  tell  why  on  earth 
such  persons  should  be  transported  at  all, 
or  what  difference  there  was  between  them 
and  free  emigrants.  At  last,  after  all 
these  miserable  shifts  and  petty  excuses, 
came  what  he  thought  most  disastrous  of 
all,  namely,  that  flags  of  passive  resistance 
were  hoisted  on  mastheads,  and  ensigns 
displayed,  teaching  other  colonies  that 
when  they  had  any  grievance  to  complain 
of,  they  had  only  to  resist  the  Home  Go- 
vernment, and  redress  would  be  conceded. 
And  look  at  the  strong  temptation  to  acts 
of  tyranny  which  the  position  of  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  created.  At  this  moment, 
what  had  Earl  Grey  done  ?  He  had  not 
withdrawn  the  military  convicts — they  were 
at  the  Cape  still.  And  why  did  he  wait  till 
November  before  ordering  the  convict  ship 
off  from  the  Cape  ?  Because  he  actually 
had  it  in  his  mind  up  till  that  moment  that 
it  was  possible  the  colonists,  after  being 
goaded  and  irritated  for  twelve  months, 
might  yield  at  last,  and  allow  him  to  carry 
his  point.  The  state  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary's mind  could  be  conceived  by  certain 
little  incidental  episodes.  In  the  middle  of 
all  this  discontent  and  agitation  at  the 
Cape,  Earl  Grey  thought  it  right — or  his 
officers  thought  it  right,  and  he  must  an- 
swer for  them — to  enter  into  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  Philanthropic  Society,  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  attempting  to  send 
juvenile  convicts  to  South  Africa,  where 
the  spawn  of  an  older  class  of  criminals 


might  be  stealthily  deposited,  and  allowed 
to  breed  without  observation.  The  fact  of 
entertaining  such  a  proposition  while  the 
Cape  was  in  such  an  excited  state  as  he 
had  described,  showed  how  the  despotic 
and  anomalous  power  of  the  Colonial  Min^ 
ister  warped  his  mind,  and  rendered  him 
utterly  incapable  of  seeing  what  must  be 
the  natural  consequence  of  such  condact* 
He  would  not  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House  any  longer;  but  he  thought  he  had 
made  out  a  case  for  an  immediate  altera- 
tion in  the  system  of  transportation  to  the 
colonies,  and  shown  that  it  could  easily  be 
effected  without  trenching  upon  the  prero- 
gative of  the  Crown;  and  he  therefore  con- 
cluded by  asking  the  House  to  repeal  that 
portion  of  the  existing  Act  which  gave  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  the  discretion  of  naming 
any  colony  to  which  convicts  sentenced  to 
transportation  should  be  sent. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"  That  leaTe  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  re- 
peal that  part  off  the  Act  5  Geo.  IV.  whieh  em-' 
powers  Her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy 
Council,  to  appoint  anj  places  in  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions  for  the  Transportation  of  Felons  and 
others  under  sentence  of  punishment." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  seconded  the  Motion. 

Sir  a.  GREY  said,  the  hon.  Membw  for 
North  Staffordshire  had  very  truly  stated 
his  Motion  to  be  a  matter  which  concerned 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment rather  than  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  but  he  did  not  understand  how  the 
course  he  had  taken,  or  the  measures  which 
he  had  proposed,  could  do  other  than  in- 
crease their  embarrassments  in  dealing  with 
convicts  under  sentence  of  transportation. 
The  hon.  Member  proposed  to  repeal  the 
power  given  by  statute  to  the  Crown  to  fix 
places,  under  Orders  in  Council,  to  which 
convicts  might  be  conveyed;  but  he  did  not 
propose  any  substitute  for  those  places,  ex- 
cept such  substitutes  as  Parliament  might 
hereafter  name.  The  hon.  Member  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  clause  in  the  Transpor- 
tation Act,  5th  of  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  84,  which 
gave  the  Queen  in  Council  the  power  of 
which  he  complained;  but  there  were  sta- 
tutes imposing  sentences  of  transportation, 
and  which  gave  the  judges  as  to  some  of- 
fences no  discretion  respecting  the  pass- 
ing sentence  of  transportation  beyond  the 
seas.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  how 
it  would  be  possible  to  cairy  these  sen- 
tences into  effect  if  the  power  now  exist- 
ing in  the  Crown  to  carry  them  out  were 
taken  away?  This  power  of  fixing  the 
places  of  transportation  had  existed  in» 
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the  Crown  under  the  powers  conferred  by 
Parliament  ever  since  transportation  had 
been  known  to  the  statute  law  of  this 
country.  And  since  the  period  when  by 
the  changes  in  the  criminal  code  the 
punishment  of  transportation  became  the 
main  secondary  punishment  of  criminals  in 
this  country,  it  had  been  the  more  ne- 
cessary that  this  power  should  exist  to 
enable  the  Government  to  find  the  means 
of  carrying  into  effect  sentences  of  trans- 
portation. The  hon.  Member  had  rested 
his  whole  case  upon  the  recent  occurrences 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  had  re- 
ferred to  them  as  the  ground  for  complain- 
ing of  what  he  had  represented  as  the  des- 
potic use  of  the  power  vested  in  the  Queen 
in  Council.  Now,  he  would  not  advert  at 
any  length  to  what  had  happened  at  the 
Cape,  because  last  year  he  had  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Government  had 
acted.  But  he  would  repeat,  that  the 
Government  had  never  intended  to  enter 
into  a  contest  with  the  inhabitants  of  that 
colony  on  the  question,  and  had  always  pro- 
posed that  if  the  opinion  of  the  colonists 
were  adverse  to  the  reception  of  the  con- 
victs, their  reception  should  not  be  insisted 
on.  The  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  Sir  H. 
Smith,  in  the  course  of  these  transactions, 
had  violated  his  word.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
did  not  know  to  what  pledge  the  hon. 
Member  referred.  He  stated  that  Sir 
Harry  Smith  had  given  the  assurance  that 
the  convicts  should  not  be  landed;  but  he 
must  be  in  possession  of  more  information 
than  himself  (Sir  G.  Grey)  if  he  said  that 
Sir  Harry  Smith  had  violated  any  such 
promise.  All  who  knew  that  distinguished 
officer  would  feel  that  he  was  utterly  in- 
capable of  doing  so.  He  believed  the  con- 
victs had  not  been  landed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber might  possibly  refer  to  the  military 
convicts;  but  military  convicts,  in  fact,  were 
not  sent  there  under  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil, but  in  virtue  of  the  Mutiny  Act. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  had  said  that  Sir 
Harry  Smith  had  been  made  to  "  appear  '' 
to  have  broken  his  word. 

Sir  G.  grey  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  the  Cape  had  been  made  a  penal  set- 
tlement; but  it  did  not  follow  because  these 
convicts  had  been  sent  there  that  the  co- 
lony had  been  made  a  penal  settlement. 
Convicts  were  sent  to  Gibraltar,  but  that 
was  not  a  penal  settlement.  Convicts 
were  also  sent  to  Bermuda.  The  hon. 
Member,  however,  might  say,  they  were 
not  sent  there  under  the  powers  of  the 
clause  he  wished  to  repeal.     This  was  the 


fact,  and  if  the  clause  in  question  should  be 
repealed,  there  would  still  remain  a  power 
under  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  to  keep 
convicts  at  hard  labour  in  any  colony  as  at 
present  at  Gibraltar  and  Bermuda.  Con- 
victs under  sentence  of  transportation 
might  be  sent  to  those  or  any  other  colo- 
nies just  as  they  might  be  sent  to  Wool- 
wich or  Portland,  or  any  other  place  within 
the  united  kingdom,  until  they  were  other- 
wise disposed  of.  He  did  not  wish  to  refer 
to  the  opposition  made  by  the  colonists 
at  the  Cape  to  the  reception  of  the  convicts 
further  than  to  say,  that  although  he  could 
respect  the  feelings  which  made  them  op- 
posed to  the  reception  of  convicts,  he 
must  not  be  understood  to  concur  in  the 
eulogy  of  the  hon.  Member  with  regard  to 
the  mode  in  which  they  had  expressed  their 
dissent.  But  when  the  hon.  Member  said 
that  what  had  occurred  at  the  Cape  showed 
the  absolute  necessity  for  a  change  in  the 
power  now  possessed  by  the  Queen  in 
Council,  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  thought  a 
contrary  inference  might  be  drawn  there- 
from. If  it  were  the  fact,  as  stated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  a  disposition  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  exercise 
their  power  hastily  and  despotically,  it  was 
clear  that  there  was  a  mode  whereby  that 
disposition  might  be  counteracted.  With  the 
present  rapid  transmission  of  intelligence, 
whereby  the  complaints  of  a  colony  were 
heard  in  that  House  in  almost  as  short  a 
time  as  news  could  formerly  be  received 
from  some  portions  of  Her  Majesty's  do- 
minions at  home,  no  other  precautions  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  than  those  which 
now  existed  to  secure  attention  in  that. 
House  to  the  complaints  of  the  colonies, 
and  deference  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
colonists.  The  change  now  proposed  would 
take  away  from  the  Government  the  means 
of  enforcing  sentences  of  transportation; 
every  one  would  concede  that  it  was  essen- 
tial, if  you  had  transportation  at  all,  that 
the  convicts  when  sent  from  this  country 
should  be  dispersed  as  widely  as  possible. 
The  evils  principally  complained  of  by  the 
inhabitants  of  penal  settlements  had  arisen 
from  the  excessive  aggregation  of  con- 
victs, which  had  produced  the  accumula- 
tion of  vice  and  iniquity  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  deprecated.  If  transportation  were 
to  be  limited  to  one  or  two  colonies,  the 
convicts  must  necessarily  be  sent  in  masses, 
and  when  their  sentences  had  expired,  with- 
out the  opportunity  of  applying  refor- 
matory discipline  in  the  meantime,  they 
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wovid  be  disporaed  as  emaaeipiBis  throagii 
these  eolooies,  whieh  the  hon.  Member  was 
desiroos  <tf  preserring   from   contamin*- 
tioB.     Bat,  mider  tbe  plan  of  the  Gorem- 
BM&t,  when  these  eooviets  did  go  oat»  it 
venld  be  after  strieft  penal  discipline  at 
heme,  and  under  some  restrictions,  which 
would  not  prerent,  but  fsciliute,  their  dis- 
persioii  in  the  cokmies.     The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  himself  admitted    the    difficnltr  in 
which  the  Cokmial  Office  was  placed  in 
endeaTonring  to  dispose  of  conricts;  and 
he  (Sir  G.  Grej)  {At  it  of  importance  to 
warn  the  House  against  triding  with  this 
snbjeet,  bj  requiring  the  judges  and  the 
eoarts  id  quarter-sessions    to  pass   sen- 
tences of  transportation,  and  then  to  take 
awaj  the  means  of  carrying  out  such  sen- 
teaees.     Let  the  House  look  at  what  had 
taken  place  in  Ireland.     There  was  a  po- 
pular ddusion  in   that  countrr  that  the 
crowded  state  of  its  gaols  arose  from  the 
■uspension  of  transportation  as  a  punish- 
ment; and  it  was  gencranj  supposed  that 
fewer  eoBTicts  th^    usual  had  been  re- 
moTcd  during  the  last  three  rears.     That 
was  not  the  fret.    Transportation  to  Van 
Diemen's  Land  had  been  necessarOj  sus- 
pended ibr  a  time  in   1S46,  and  the  best 
results  had  fbUoved  frem  checking   the 
stream  of  transportation  to  that  cokmj;  at 
the  same  time  increased  numbers  had  been 
■est   to  Bermuda  and  Gil^altar,   with  a 
view  to  relieve  the   pressure  here,    and 
ncarir  the  same  number  had  been   sent 
from  Ireland  as  in  former  jcars,  although 
thej  had  not  been  sent  to    tlie  Auscra- 
Ban  colonies:  but  a  Terr  great   increase 
.had  taken  place  in  the  numbers  sentenced 
in     Irriazid.      In    England    the   number 
of   persons   sentenced    to    transportaiion 
had  not  increased  ot  late  rears.     In  1S44 
the  sentences  of  transportation  upon  male  | 
and  lemale  conricts  were  3.3^7;  in  1S4^  { 
ther  were  3J?^:  and  in  l>i9  ther  were  i 
redaeed    about    o'X'  below    the  n\mtber ' 
in  I S4^,    F^^Ij  owing  to  the  o^racion  ■ 
ef  the  Act  of  Us:  Sees:>jn.  w!L2eh  abolish- » 
ed  the  pun:sb=:ect   of    t7azisporta:»n   is 
cases  cf  a  £rss  coaT:ction  for  simpi^  iar< 
cenr.  and  oartlr  owir^c  ^«>  the  increased 
eoBif.^rts  ef  the  people*  wkx*h  bad  3xiioh  > 
decreased  the  number  of  o5K»es   ia  i^v 
pukws  parts  of  the  eountry.     Fiit.  while 
in    EnglasDi   senteaces  of    tnn:sporta6?a 
been  re^iTI•^fd  bj  abcct  o^J^X  as  com- 
wiii  Lass  T^ar.   in    IreLisd   a  ^vrr 
isrrease  bad  been  tvu:^  on.     Tbse 
]Hember   had  said,  that  frvm  tbe  ae- 
«f  the  cea^iett  who  bad  Indlt  i 


I  Bermudft  frr  die  Cafe,  he  hardly  kmmwkj 
thej  should  hare  hewn  transported.  He 
(Sir  G.  Grej)  was  ahnost  ashamed  to  aaj, 
also,  that  he  hardly  knew  whj  sentwea 
of  transportatioB  Imd  been  pasanii  iqwa 
some  of  these  peiaoni.  The  very  huge 
number  of  persima  aentaneed  to  trsBapor- 
tation  in  Ireland  for  laiceny,  was  one  ef 
the  stnmgest  jostifieations  of  the  Act  i^idi 
had  taken  away  the  pmushmoift  ef  traaa* 
portation  for  ample  laiceny.  La  Irdand* 
in  the  year  1844,  sentenee  of  tramportft* 
tion  was  passed  upon  709  persona;  in  1845 
the  number  was  627;  in  1846,  708;  m 
1847,  during  whi^  and  the  next  year 
transportation  to  Tan  Diemmi'a  Land  waa 
suspmded,  the  number  had  jnrwaed  In 
2U>08:  in  1848  it  waa  2,729;  m  1849, 
3.039.  This  gieai  inereaae  in  the  moh* 
ber  of  Irish  conTicts  occasioned  manch  em^ 
barraasment  as  to  their  dispoeaL  OfisBeea 
in  Ireland  had  increaaed  refy  mndidariiig 

the  three  latter  ycara,  owing  to  the  frmlMb 

and  the  Gorenmcnt  frit  it  neeomaij  for 

the  protectieB  of  property,  thtti  maaiT  ef 

the  persons  coBTicted  ef 

and   senteneed   to 

be    remored   from   the 

were  sent  to   Bermuda 

the  cooricts  in  the  Ifepiwm 

posed  excfaisiTely  of  the 

he  had  just  referred,  they 

There  were  other  conrieta  im  the  wkSf^ 

but  ther  were  all  eaicfiBllT  adeetad  wm  nen 

whose  good  eondnct  had  entitled 

indulgnce.    And  this 

by  their  sabeeqnent  good  eemhmi.     Uey 

inight  not  be  sfffptshfai  to  a  celoay  theft 

did  not   wish  to  kave  any  coHfiela;  h«| 

in  Van  Diemen's    Land,   aad  the  eA« 

Australian    cohxiiea,    he    halief<ed    ^hey 

would  prove  as  Talnahle  a  daaa  ef 

as  maar  free 

from  thfis  coea 

edlr,  been  gexhy  of 

pertT.  bet  they  appeared  to 

urz^  to  them  bT  the  want 

w'oich  Ur^  dasaes  of  the  popnlatioa 

i'jj^  d:irjix  ^e  famine.     It 

»ctocy  to  h/air  thns  crisMa  ef  thia 

raccer  haii.  wixhin  the  last  three  er  €smr 

ia>.Hiths^    Tery   sensibiy    fimxaiahed.      It 

stlcht  be  neceasary  tims  a  furtlMr 

?ioa  shvHui  be  m*2e  in  the 

w2ioa  sentenee  of  mnispertati 

rsksssed:  b<u  so  lon^  as 

:aiz*:d  this  punishmecs,  he 

wocid  30C  ieprivv  the  Goi 

pow«r  ^  <efrr*ttg 

The  W.   til 
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the  power  of  fixing  the  plaee  of  trans- 
portation  as  having  heen  ezerciBed  des- 
poticaUj  hy  a  Member  of  the  Govem* 
ment,  the  Colonial  Secretary;  whereas 
it  was  the  act  of  the  Government  col« 
leotively,  being  resolved  upon  in  Council, 
and  was  never  exercised  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  upon  his  own  responsibility.  If 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
carried,  it  would  increase  tenfold  the  em- 
barrassments already  felt  in  connexion 
with  transportation,  and  therefore,  unless 
some  stronger  grounds  than  had  been 
urged  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  be 
stated,  he  thought  it  would  be  highly 
impoUtic  that  his  Motion  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House.  In  the  case 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Govern- 
ment had  yielded 9  as  they  said  they  would 
yield,  to  the  wishes  of  the  colonists;  and 
that  being  the  only  case  on  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  rested  his  Motion,  he 
trusted  that  Parliament  would  not  hastily 
adopt  the  suggestion  which  he  had  made. 

Sir  W.  moles  worth  said,  the 
question  was  whether  the  Colonial  Office 
ought  or  ought  not  to  possess  the  power 
of  appointing  places  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  convicts  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  North  Staffordshire  pro- 
posed to  deprive  it  of  that  power;  and  he 
agreed  in  the  Motion,  thinking  that  the 
Colonial  Office  had  proved  itself  not  well 
quahfied  to  exercise  that  power,  and  could 
not  be  safely  entrusted  with  it.  In  proof 
of  that  proposition,  it  was  only  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  Co- 
lonial Secretary  with  regard  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  to  read  one  of  two  de- 
spatches—  either  the  despatch  of  Earl 
Grey,  of  the  30th  of  November,  1849,  or 
that  of  Sir  Harry  Smith,  of  the  5th  of 
September,  1849.  From  the  latter,  it  ap- 
peared that  on  the  7th  of  August,  1848, 
the  present  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 
lonies sent  a  circular  to  certain  colonies, 
offering  them  a  certain  description  of  con- 
victs— ticket-of-leave  men — as  a  boon,  and 
stating  that  none  should  be  sent  unless  the 
colony  in  question,  especially  the  Cape,  ap- 
proved of  their  being  so  sent.  And  Sir 
Harry  Smith  was  directed  to  take  imme- 
diately the  best  means  of  ascertaining  the 
feeling  and  opinion  of  the  colony  on  the 
subject.  Sir  Harry  Smith  immediately 
brought  the  matter  under  the  attention  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  colony,  and 
therefore  made  it  known  to  all  the  colo- 
nists. In  so  doing,  he  pledged  his  word 
that  no  convicts  should  be  sent  to  the 


Cape  of  Good  Hope,  unless  their  being  bo 
sent  should  be  approved  of  by  the  majority 
of  the  colonists.  Nevertheless,  Earl  Grey» 
without  waiting  for  an  answer  to  his  de- 
spatch, informing  him  of  the  feeling  of  the 
people  on  the  subject,  determined  ou  send* 
ing  certain  convicts  to  the  colony.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (the  Member  for 
North  Staffordshire)  said  that  Sir  Harrj 
Smith  had  broken  his  word ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary  denied 
that  such  had  been  the  case. 

Sir  G.  grey  :  I  understood  the  hon* 
Gentleman  opposite  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  that  imputation. 

Sib  W.  MOLESWORTH;  What  was 
the  fact?  It  was  hterally  true  that  Sir 
Harry  Smith  himself  said  he  had  been 
obliged  to  break  his  word.  At  page  4  of 
his  despatch  he  used  these  words  :-— 

"  This  (the  sending  of  convicts  to  the  Oape  of 
Good  Hope)  places  me  in  a  most  delicate  and 
painful  position ;  having  pledged  myself  in  the 
Legislative  Council  to  the  colonists,  upon  the  fiuth 
of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  7tb  of  August, 
they  naturally  look  up  to  me  to  fbllll  that  pledge, 
which  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  do." 

Therefore,  he  was  compelled  to  violate  this 
pledge;  and  what  was  the  consequence  t 
The  colonists  virtually  rebelled,  and  then 
the  convicts  were  sent  away.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposed  the  Motion,  because 
it  was  easy  to  appeal  to  that  House.  But 
when  did  the  House  turn  to  these  ques- 
tions, and  give  redress  to  the  colonists? 
Only  when  the  question  was  between  the 
rebellion  of  the  colony  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Government  from  their  original  in- 
tention. He  regarded  what  had  happened 
in  the  Cape  as  a  great  blow  and  cause  of 
danger  to  our  colonial  empire;  for  it  had 
told  all  the  colonies,  especially  the  south- 
em  colonies — "  If  you  want  to  save  your- 
selves from  the  tyranny  and  the  power  of 
the  Colonial  Office,  your  only  means  of  so 
doing  is  to  use  threats  and  menaces. '^  He 
was  sorry  to  find  that  feeling  extending  in 
the  southern  colonies.  Only  a  few  days 
ago  he  had  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
6,000  persons  in  New  South  Wales, 
threatening  to  use  every  means  to  resist 
the  revival  of  transportation,  and  stating 
in  plain  and  distinct  terms,  that  to  perse- 
vere in  sending  convicts  to  that  colony, 
would  tend  to  sever  their  connexion  with 
this  country.  And  this  was  before  they 
heard  of  the  successful  issue  of  the  strag- 
gle at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  de- 
plored anything  which  tended  to  prodoeo 
a  conviction  in  the  colonists  that  their  only 


791  2'ranyport€Uion. 


{COMMONS} 


Ti^uniporUxH&n.         792 


means  of  obtaining  redress  from  us  was  bj 
proceeding  to  these  extremities.  But  were 
they  justified  in  averting  or  resisting  trans- 
portation? Having  paid  much  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  having  sat  two  years  on 
the  Transportation  Committee,  he  must 
say,  that  he  could  not  conceive  that  any 
man  of  upright  feeling,  and  father  of  a 
family,  could  ever  consent  to  become  a 
governor  of  a  colony  which  was  made  a 
convict  settlement.  The  consequences  of 
transportation  as  evinced  in  the  amount  of 
crimes  in  New  South  Wales,  were  thus  de- 
scribed in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Transportation  —  a  report  which  had  been 
unanimously  agreed  to  by  some  of  our  most 
distinguished  statesmen,  and  which  had 
gone  out  to  all  the  colonies,  telling  them 
in  plain  terms  what  were  the  consequences 
of  our  system  of  transportation.  That 
Committee,  which  sat  in  1839,  con- 
sisted of  Lord  J.  Russell,  Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hawes,  Lord  Ho  wick.  Sir  R.  Peel, 
Mr.  C.  Buller,  and  Viscount  Ebrington. 
They  said  in  their  report — 

"  It  is  difficult  to  form  an  adequate  conception 
of  the  frightful  degree  of  crime  which  the  above 
tables  express  in  New  South  Wales  and  Van  Die- 
men's  Land.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  New  South  Wales,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  England,  the  number  of  conyic- 
tions  for  highway  robbery,  including  bushranging, 
exceeds,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  the  total 
number  of  convictions  for  all  offences  in  England ; 
that  rapes,  murders,  and  attempts  to  murder,  are 
as  common  in  New  South  Wales  as  petty  lar- 
cenies in  England.  In  short,  in  order  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  amount  of  crime,  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  17,000  offenders  who  were  last  year  (this 
was  in  1839)  tried  and  convicted  in  this  country 
for  various  offences,  before  the  several  courts  of 
assize  and  sessions,  had  all  been  condemned  for 
capital  crime  —  that,  in  addition,  7,000  had  been 
executed,  and  the  remainder  transported  for  life — 
that,  in  addition,  120,000  other  offenders  had  been 
convicted  of  the  minor  offences  of  forgery,  sheep- 
stealing,  and  the  like — ^then,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  populations,  the  state  of  crime  and 
punishment  in  England  and  in  the  Australian  co- 
lonies would  have  been  precisely  the  same." 

These  statements  having  gone  out  on  such 
authority,  would  any  colony  that  had  the 
means  of  resisting  transportation  abstain 
from  doing  so  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
said,  the  Motion,  if  carried,  would  make 
transportation  more  difficult.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  than  that,  he  would 
gladly  vote  for  it.  Ever  since  he  first 
brought  this  subject  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  he  had  been  most 
anxious  to  abolish  transportation.  It  was 
impossible  to  keep  the  colonies  if  the  sys- 
tem of  transportation  continued.     We  had 


no  right  whatever  to  make  the  colonies  our 
cesspools  —  to  disburthen  and  cast  away 
our  crime  upon  them.  Those  which  were 
strong  enough  to  resist,  and  of  English 
race,  would  never  allow  us  to  do  so.  There- 
fore, both  because  he  thought  the  Colonial 
Office  ought  not  to  possess  this  power,  and» 
as  a  step  towards  the  abolition  of  trans- 
portation, he  should  most  cheerfully  Tote 
for  this  Motion. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  sud, 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  South- 
wark  had  not  spoken  to  the  question  im- 
mediately before  the  House,  which  was, 
not  the  propriety  of  abolishing  transporta- 
tion altogether,  not  thp  expediency  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  reference  to 
the  Cape,  but  whether  the  House  should 
take  from  the  Grown  the  power  now  Tested 
in  it  of  defining  the  places  of  transporta- 
tion by  Order  in  Council,  and  make  no  pro- 
vision for  such  places,  but  wait  till  the 
assent  of  the  different  colonies  could  be 
obtained,  to  know  whether  they  could 
safely  legislate  to  make  them  such  places. 
The  hon.  Baronet  was  perfectly  consistent 
in  his  course,  for  he  had  uniformly  been 
an  advocate  of  the  total  abolition  of  trans- 
portation ;  and,  without  considering  what 
might  be  the  insuperable  difficulties  which 
this  Motion,  if  carried,  would  place  in  the 
way  of  the  Government,  or  caring  how 
they  might  be  embarrassed,  or  what  might 
be  the  result,  he  sought  to  achieve  hia 
favourite  object  of  abolishing  transporta- 
tion altogether.  Though  he  was  peifectlj 
consistent,  yet  this  was  not  quite  the  op- 
portunity for  considering  whether  trans- 
portation should  be  abolished  altogether, 
for  they  were  discussing  a  Motion  which 
admitted  the  necessity  of  transportation, 
but  took  away  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  fix  the  place.  There  was  no 
Motion  before  the  House,  to  discuss  the 
principle  of  transportation  generally,  but 
merely  to  direct  the  power  of  the  Crown; 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  sought  to  avail  him- 
self of  this  as  a  means  of  abolishing  trans- 
portation altogether.  If  there  was  no 
better  ground  for  adopting  the  Motion,  the 
House,  he  apprehended,  would  pause  be- 
fore indirectly  achieving  an  object  of  that 
description  by  a  side-wind,  and  upon  a 
collateral  Motion.  The  hon.  Mover  had 
no  such  object.  He  sought  to  preserve 
transportation,  and  to  give  Parliament  the 
power  of  fixing  the  places. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY:  Only  to  name  the 
place,  providing  it  was  a  new  one,  leaving 
to  the  Government  the  responsibilitj  of 
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carrying  out  the  arrangements,  as  at  pre^ 
sent. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  would 
come  to  that  immediately.  He  would  not 
now  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  was  no  alle- 
gation that  could  be  supported  by  any 
breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  either  Sir 
Harry  Smith  or  the  Government.  Go- 
vernment sent  the  convicts ;  they  were 
never  landed,  for  immediately  the  dissent 
of  the  colonists  was  properly  intimated, 
orders  were  given  to  send  them  on.  He 
would  not  enter  on  that  subject ;  there 
were  difficulties  enough  in  the  question 
itself.  The  hon.  Member  sought  by  his 
Motion  to  repeal  part  of  the  Acts  of  5  <Sc  6 
Geo.  IV.,  which  empowered  Her  Majesty, 
with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy  Council,  to 
appoint  any  places  in  Her  Majesty's  domi- 
nions for  the  transportation  of  felons  and 
others  under  sentence  of  punishment.  This 
would  repeal  all  the  orders  so  made  under 
this  Act,  there  being  no  provision  for  the 
continuance  of  those  places  which  had 
been  already  appointed  as  places  of  trans- 
portation. The  simple  object  of  the  Mo- 
tion was  to  take  away  from  the  Crown  the 
power  of  appointing  these  places  by  Order 
in  Council.  The  hon.  Member  did  not  pro- 
fess to  touch  the  third  section  of  the  Act. 
[Mr.  Adderley  :  Yes,  I  do.]  If  the  hon. 
Member  does  not,  this  state  of  things 
would  occur.  The  Crown  would  no  longer 
have  the  power  of  transporting  to  places 
where  salutary  control  and  means  of  re- 
formation were  offered,  but  would  retain 
the  power  of  confining  convicts  in  ships, 
or  buildings,  or  other  places,  where  they 
were  without  the  means  of  control  or  re- 
formation, by  employment  on  public  works 
or  otherwise.  The  consequence  would  be, 
as  their  terms  of  transportation  expired, 
they  would  be  set  at  large,  and  become 
free  men,  but  more  contaminated  than 
before.  But  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  section  he  had  referred 
to,  what  became  of  the  reformatory  pro- 
cesses at  Woolwich,  Parkhurst,  and  other 
places?  This  power  was  given  by  the 
same  section  which  enabled  the  Crown  to 
appoint  places  either  at  home  or  abroad 
for  the  reformation  or  control  of  prisoners 
under  sentence  of  transportation.  By  re- 
pealing those  statutes,  and  making  no 
provision  in  lieu  thereof,  he  would  repeal 
the  whole  of  those  rules,  and  prevent  the 
.Government  from  employing  prisoners  at 
Woolwich  or  elsewhere.     If  it  were  pro- 


posed to  take  away  the  powers  given  1)oth 
by  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  IV.,  and  that  of  24 
Geo.  III.,  he  should  object  to  it  on  several 
grounds.  First,  it  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  On 
looking  into  the  history  of  the  matter, 
there  could  be  no  question  that  it  was 
originally  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to 
define  the  place  of  transportation.  Trans- 
portation, when  first  introduced,  was  not  a 
punishment  imposed  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  a  commutation  of  a  higher  sentence— 
that  of  death.  The  Crown  had  then  the 
power  of  selling  the  labour  of  the  prisoners 
to  planters  or  others  ;  and,  accordingly, 
they  were  then  sent  to  the  West  Indies. 
It  was  only  in  consequence  of  collusion  on 
the  part  of  those  to  whom  the  services  of 
the  prisoners  were  assigned,  whereby  the 
transportation  was  not  actually  carried  into 
effect,  that  a  statute  was  passed  directing 
that  transportation  should  not  be  to  the 
West  Indies,  as  formerly,  but  peremptorily 
to  America.  But  to  say  that  therefore 
the  Crown  had  not  the  prerogative,  and 
did  not  exercise  it,  was  to  deny  the  un- 
doubted law  of  the  country,  and  to  aim  a 
direct  blow  at  the  unquestionable  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown.  When  the  system  was 
abused,  and  when  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Crown  to  carry  its  power  into  effect,  it 
might  have  called  in  the  aid  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  appoint  permanent  places  of  trans- 
portation; but  that  did  not  show  that  the 
prerogative  was  given  up:  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  recognised.  When  America 
ceased  to  be  the  place  positively  defined, 
the  24th  George  III.  enabled  the  Crown 
to  fix  places;  and,  following  the  same  prin- 
ciple, the  5th  George  IV.  as  positively  and 
clearly  vested  in  the  prerogative  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power.  To  carry  a  measure 
of  this  sort,  would  be  to  infringe  upon  the 
prerogative.  But  what  would  be  its  effect  ? 
As  soon  as  the  Bill  was  introduced  to  Par- 
liament, what  was  to  happen  until  Parlia- 
ment had  settled  the  places  of  penal  trans- 
portation ?  Did  the  hon.  Member  propose, 
by  the  same  Bill,  to  ask  Parliament  to 
select  some  places  ?  Certainly  not.  Did  he 
suppose  that,  having  repealed  this  power, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  col- 
lect from  the  different  colonies  their  assent 
or  disapprobation  as  to  becoming  penal 
settlements  ?  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  create  public  investigation  and  in- 
quiry, and  to  excite  what  might  not  other- 
wise have  arisen  in  the  colony,  general 
discontent  ?     Did  the  hon.  Member  wish 
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thus*  to  prepare  the  colonies  to  dispute  the 
authority  of  the  Goyemment  when  the  Act 
was  passed  ?  Certain  persons,  from  poli- 
tical or  other  motives,  would  ho  sure  to 
ohject  to  the  selection  of  particular  places; 
and  the  intention  of  Parliament  heing  cir- 
culated hj  the  press,  the  colonists  would 
thus  he  aroused.  In  enforcing  a  difficult 
power  like  this,  the  ohject  was  to  conciliate 
as  much  as  possihle,  not  to  excite  discon- 
tent, hj  hringing  a  Bill  into  Parliament, 
getting  up  a  discussion,  and  having  a  puh- 
lio  report  of  it.  The  necessary  conse- 
quence would  he,  the  colonists  would  he 
informed  of  what  was  intended;  and  there 
was  no  place  that  would  he  content  under  any 
circumstances  to  he  so  selected.  Suppose 
that  either  hy  the  force  of  Government,  or 
from  imperfect  information  in  the  House,  a 
statute  had  passed  last  Session  making  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  a  penal  settlement, 
and  that  Parliament  had  risen,  as  it  did 
rise,  just  hefore  the  convicts  were  sent 
there.  There  would  have  hccn  no  power 
to  retain  the  transports  in  the  vessel,  no 
power  to  repeal  the  order  which  the  statute 
had  pronounced — ^that  the  Cape  should  he 
a  penal  settlement;  and  the  passive  resist- 
ance which  the  hon.  Gentleman  so  much 
commended,  would  no  douht  have  heen  fo- 
mented into  rehellion.  Thus  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  heen  prevented  from 
calmly  considering  the  question,  and  from 
yielding  upon  representation  of  the  wishes 
of  the  colony;  for  if  the  matter  was  made 
to  rest  upon  an  Act  of  Parliament,  all 
power  of  conciliation  or  of  pausing  was 
taken  away.  Had  such  an  Act  heen  passed, 
either  from  the  force  of  Government  in  the 
House,  or  the  want  of  attention  and  in- 
formation in  Parliament,  declaring  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  a  penal  settlement,  the 
consequences  would  have  heen  most  se- 
rious. They  could  not  hut  have  sent  the 
convicts  there;  more  would  have  followed; 
they  could  not  have  withheld  their  landing; 
they  could  not  have  recalled  the  orders; 
the  law  of  Parliament  must  have  heen 
obeyed.  And  what  chance  would  the  co- 
lonists have  had  for  a  calm  and  patient 
hearing  of  their  grievances,  if  at  the  very 
time  they  made  their  complaints,  it  ap- 
peared they  had  been  setting  Parliament 
at  defiance,  by  refusing  to  obey  an  order 
of  the  Imperial  Legislature?  It  would 
have  been  impossible.  To  his  mind  these 
objections  were  insuperable.  The  Motion 
infringed  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
and  repealed  a  statute  without  providing 
any  means  whatever  for  carrying  into  ef- 


fect sentences  of  transportation*  Thota 
who,  like  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Southwark,  did  not  like  transportatioD, 
and  thought  it  fair  to  get  rid  of  it  by  a 
side-wind,  might  rote  for  the  Motion;  those 
who  did  not  think  it  a  subject  to  be  so 
lightly  treated,  and  who  did  not  think  that 
the  Government  should  be  embairassed  in 
such  a  difficult  matter  by  the  introdnetioa 
of  extraneous  topics,  would  concur  in  the 
view  taken  of  the  Motion  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Home  Secretary. 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  agreed  with  the  kon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral that  this  was  not  the  time  to  oon- 
sider  the  system  of  transportation.  It 
was  too  serious  a  question  to  be  got 
rid  of  by  a  side-wind.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion which  probably  before  long  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  Government  to  have 
under  consideration,  and  untU  the  Govern^ 
ment  propounded  their  plan,  it  was  detira- 
hle  they  should  abstain  from  discnasing  it. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as  to  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  he  (Mr.  Aglionby) 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  was  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree afifected  by  this  proposition;  and  his 
opinion  was  confirmed  by  high  authority. 
Neither  in  Blackstane  nor  in  Bum^M  Jui" 
tice  did  he  find  a  single  remark  to  show 
that  such  would  be  the  case.  Transporta- 
tion and  exile  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  common  law.  They  were  statutable 
punishments.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  How 
in  the  case  of  a  cmmnutation  of  eapitsl 
punishments?]  No  doubt,  if  a  perMa 
were  condemned  to  be  hanged,  it  was  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  grant  mercy, 
and  say,  "  You  shall  not  be  hanged*  hot 
shall  be  sent  to  another  country ;"  bet 
that  was  not  transportation,  that  was  eom- 
mutation.  He  (Mr.  Aglionby)  repeated, 
that  the  punishment  of  exile  was  unknown 
at  common  law,  and  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  various  Acts 
passed  on  the  subject.  It  was  qnite  appa- 
rent that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  no  places  would  be  left  for 
transports  if  this  measure  were  agreed  to 
— that  is,  so  long  as  transportation  was 
allowed,  for  the  Mover  of  the  question 
said  that  the  Bill  did  not  interfere  with 
any  bygone  description  of  places  for  trans- 
portation, and  to  such  places  so  named 
transports  should  he  sent  until  they  were 
disallowed  by  Parliament.  He  said*  let 
them  guard  against  certain  etils  in  fdtve^ 
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by  declaring  that  no  such  power  should  in 
future  be  rested  in  the  Queen,  and  Council; 
but  if  the  Legislature  wished  to  hare  any 
new  places  it  would  he  competent  for  Par- 
liament to  name  such  additional  places, 
ftnd  before  Parliament  named  any  place, 
the  matter  would  be  made  more  public 
than  it  could  be  if  the  decisions  were  made 
by  the  Privy  Council.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
had  asked  what  would  be  the  effect  if  Par- 
liament had  made  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
tt  penal  colony,  and  what  would  have  oc- 
curred while  Parliament  was  not  sitting. 
He  (Mn  Aglionby)  would  say  a  much 
longer  controversy — a  much  longer  insur- 
rection—=-he  might  even  say  a  much  longer 
rebellion  than  could  have  taken  place  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  Parliament.  He  was 
not  sure  that  before  very  long  the  attention 
of  Government  would  not  be  called  by  the 
colonists  themselves  to  the  necessity  of 
relieving  them  from  being  penal  settle- 
ments ;  and  though  no  Member  now  pro- 
posed to  tnake  a  change,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  say,  we  think 
We  are  in  a  wrong  course,  and  will  relieve 
Some  of  those  colonies  from  being  places 
<yf  transportation.  The  question  now  was, 
would  they  leave  things  as  they  were,  or 
{prevent  them  from  getting  worse,  except 
by  the  sanction  of  Parliament ;  and,  on 
considering  that  question,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  give  his  support  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  this  Motion. 
fie  did  so,  because  he  was  aware  of  the 
heartburnings  and  schisms  that  arose 
from  those  persons  being  sent  to  a  colony. 
He  had  seen  it  tried  in  a  modified  shape, 
by  sending  a  number  of  Parkhurst  boys 
to  New  Zealand,  and  never  was  there  so 
fatal  or  so  baneful  an  effect  produced. 
Everything  showed  that  the  experiment, 
however  well  intended,  had  totally  failed. 
Even  that  diluted  class  of  criminals  had 
introduced  crimes  unknown  there  pre- 
viously. When  going  amongst  the  natives, 
they  introduced  new  crimes  and  new 
frauds  ;  and  there  was  one  general  system 
of  crime  from  one  end  of  the  settlement 
to  the  other.  There  were  protests  made 
in  the  strongest  manner  even  against  those 
persons  being  sent  out ;  and  he  thought, 
upon  the  whole,  the  state  of  the  law  was 
such  that  it  ought  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  law  felt,  unfortunately,  that  he 
eould  not  support  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 
Friend  who  had  introduced  this  question 
to  the  House;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
ielt  that  it  might  be  a  very  proper  course 


On  the  part  of  his  hon.  Friend,  at  some  fu* 
ture  time,  to  direct  attention  in  a  pointed 
manner  to  the  question  of  transportation^ 
unless  the  Government  should  by  their  own 
act  bring  the  important  question  for  deoi* 
sion  before  the  House.  If  the  general 
question  of  transportation  were  before  the 
House,  it  would  be  proper  to  considw  what 
aid  should  be  given  by  Parliament  to  the 
Crown,  in  carrying  out  sentences,  or  what 
restraint  should  be  imposed  on  the  discre*- 
tion  of  the  Crown ;  but  at  the  present 
stage  the  only  question  they  had  to  ask 
themselves  was  this-^would  they  fetter  the 
discretion  of  the  Government,  who  were 
called  upon  by  the  law  to  carry  out  in  in* 
numerable  instances,  the  sentence  that 
stood  upon  their  Statute-book  for  trans^ 
portation,  and  which  could  only  be  obeyed 
by  the  Government  doing  their  best  to  di»» 
tribute  the  persons  who  were  the  objects 
of  that  sentence  of  transportation  in  proper 
places,  according  to  their  discretion  and 
upon  their  responsibility.  He  could  not^ 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  question,  give 
his  support  to  the  Motion,  but  at  the  same 
time  no  thought  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  had  put  this 
question  rather  too  high  as  a  matter  of 
prerogative.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Crown 
in  granting  mercy  on  certain  conditions 
amounted,  in  that  sense,  to  the  exercise  of 
its  highest  prerogative ;  but  transportation 
for  many  years  was  understood  to  be  estab« 
lished  by  statute,  because  it  was  a  punish* 
meut  imposed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
to  be  carried  out  in  the  manner  provided 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  He  (Mr.  LaW) 
would  be  the  last  person  to  trespass  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown;  but  he  felt  there 
was  very  little  weight  in  the  argument  of 
the  Attorney  General,  though  he  was  not 
at  liberty  to  discuss  the  question.  The 
very  form  of  the  sentence  which  till  lately 
had  been  pronounced,  uniformly  reposed  a 
discretion  in  the  Crown  —  the  sentence 
being,  that  the  prisoner  should  be  trans* 
ported  to  such  place  as  Her  Majesty,  with 
the  advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  should 
direct  and  appoint,  thus  leaving  the  place 
entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive 
Government.  In  many  modem  instances 
the  sentence  was  not  so  set  forth  in  the 
statutes,  it  being  simply  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  transported  for  a  certain  period* 
While  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  withhold  hiS 
support  from  the  present  Motion,  he  en^^ 
treated  the  Government  to  bring  forward 
some  measure  which  should  lead  to  *  dis* 
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cussion  in  that  House,  in  all  its  important  I  the  Goremment  of  this  countrj.     What 
bearings,    of  the  important  question    of  was   sought  bj  the  Bill  which   lus  hon. 


transportation.  As  far  as  his  experience 
extended,  he  was  satisfied  that  transporta- 
tion was  the  only  effective  secondary  pun- 
ishment, and  was  the  only  remaining  con- 
dition upon  which  the  Legislature  could,  in 
its  mercy,  relax  those  severer  punish- 
ments which  no  person  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister justice  could  wish  to  see  enforced. 
But  while  he  was  favourable  to  a  system 


Friend  had  now  moved  for  leare  to  intro- 
duce, was  simply  that,  in  fiitare,  all  penal 
settlements  should  be  distinctly  appoiDted 
by  Act  of  Parliament*  instead  of  bemg  left 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Colonial  Seeretaiy. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Seeretmry  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  had  stated 
that  it  was  a  question  in  which  the  Cabi- 
net was  concerned,  and  not  merely  a  qnea- 


of  transportation,  he  did  not  consider  it  a  I  tion  with  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Sndb, 
punishment  that  needed  at  all  to  involve  {  however,  was  not  the  case,  for  it  was  well 
the  mischiefs  which  attended  any  peculiar ,  known  that  all  matters  of  this  aort  ori- 
administration  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the  !  ginated  with  the  Colonial  Seeretaiy,  and 
want  of  any  well-digested  system  for  its  that  if  his  suggestions  were  to  be  objected 
regulation.  While  the  hon.  Baronet  the  to  by  his  colleagues,  he  would,  of  eoune* 
Member  for  South wark  expressed  his  de-  i  retire  from  his  position.  But  the  C^e 
termination  to  support  any  Motion  which  -  was  not  the  only  place  which  bad  suffered 


^m  the  indiscretion  of  the  Cokmial  Sec- 
retary in  these  matters.  The  Sydmeff 
Gazette^  which  had  arrived    by  the  \uX 


Believing  that  some  alteration 
tively  called  for,  he  would  give  his  eonUal 
support  to  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend. 
Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  before 


would  be  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  sys- 
tem of  transportation,  he  (Mr.  Law)  woidd, 
on  the  contrary,  not  give  his  support  to 

any  which  tended  in  the  least  degree  to  I  mail,  gave  an  account  of  the 
the  abolition  of  a  punishment  which  was ;  feeling  which  prevailed  at  Sydney  in 
necessary  so  long  as  they  wished  to  pre- '  sequence  of  the  determination  of  the  aatho- 
serve  anything  that  would  be  a  terror  to  i  rities  to  land  some  convicts  almost  at  the 
the  wrong-doer,  and  which  would  impose  |  mouth  of  the  cannon.  The  GoTemment 
any  restraint  upon  his  conduct.  If  the !  House  was  placed  almost  in  a  state  of 
Government  would  bring  forward  the  mea- 1  siege,  and  five  or  six  thousand  persons  met 
sure  in  the  manner  he  had  taken  the  liberty  .  for  the  purpose  of  remonstrating  on  the 
to  suggest,  he  felt  assured  that,  instead  of ;  subject.  The  resolutions  passed  at  the 
receiving  anything  like  opposition,  they '  different  meetings  were,  however,  totally 
would  receive  the  thanks  of  every  person .  unheeded  by  the  Governor  of  the  colony, 
who  was  interested  in  securing  the  safety  j  and  the  convicts  landed  in  defiance  of  them. 
of  the  public  and  the  conviction  of  offend- 
ers, for  their  praiseworthy  exertions. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  while   he  was 
prepared  to  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 

Member  for  North  Stafibrdshire,  he  cer-  j  the  House  came  to  a  division  on  the  sab- 
tainly  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the  '  ject,  he  would  place  fairiy  before  the  Honae 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Southwark, ;  the  difficulties  in  which  the  Government 
who  had  expressed  a  desire  to  see  trans- !  were  at  present  placed,  and  which,  he 
portation  altogether  abolished.  But,  while  ;  thought,  would  not  be  at  all  diminished  by 
he  was  in  favour  of  transportation  as  a  \  the  Motion  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
means  of  punishment,  he  was  anxious  that  North  Staffordshire  had  brought  fin^rard. 
the  present  system  of  carrying  it  out  should  It  was  proposed  to  repeal  a  particular  part 
be  discontinued,  and  that  it  should  not  be  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  whereby  Her 
carried  on  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  Majesty  in  Council  was  empowered  to  send 
colonies  to  which  the  convicts  were  sent,  transported  convicts  to  certain  places,  ac- 
The  recent  events  which  had  taken  place  cording  to  Her  Majesty's  discretion,  within 
at  the  Cape,  showed,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  Her  own  dominions.  At  the  same  time, 
strongest  manner,  the  folly  of  giving  the  it  was  not  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
power  at  present  held  by  the  Colonial  Sec- '  to  repeal  other  parts  of  a  former  Act, 
retary  to  any  one  individual.  If  the  Cape  which  conferred  the  same  power,  nor  was 
had  been  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  it  proposed  to  repeal  the  Act  passed  a  few 
as  a  place  for  the  reception  of  the  conviors.  years  since,  which  gave  power  to  Her  Ma- 
there  would  have  been  none  of  those  Iarj:e  jesty  to  send  convicts  to  Gibraltar,  and  by 
public  meetings,  or  of  those  exeitinii:  and  which,  also,  transported  convicts  might  be 
irritating  acts,  which  had  placed  the  colony    sent  to  work  in  any  places  within  Her  Ma* 

in  a  state  of  almost  actual  rcbellioa  against  jesty 's  dominions.  If  that  was  so,  he  coidd 
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not  very  well  see  what  object  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  in  view,  except  to  show 
that  this  power  had  been  abused,  and, 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  taken  awaj. 
Now,  if  that  were  his  intention,  he  would 
submit  to  hon.  Members  that  they  were 
about  to  decide  a  very  important  question 
upon  very  insufficient  data.  Susposing 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  proved  that 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Colonial 
Office  had  been  entirely  mistaken  in  his 
conduct,  in  the  administration  of  that 
power  with  respect  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  it  did  not  follow  that,  therefore,  the 
power  was  one  which  ought  not  to  exist. 
Or,  supposing  that  the  conduct  was  alto- 
gether wrong  in  that  particular  Secretary 
of  State,  it  did  not  follow  that  other  Sec- 
retaries of  State  might  not  make  use  of 
the  power  in  a  manner  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  others,  might  think  very 
useful  to  the  country.  It  certainly  did 
seem  a  very  illogical  consequence,  that  be- 
cause a  power  had  been  badly  exercised  in 
one  particular  instance,  therefore  it  was  to 
be  altogether  abolished.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  instance  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Staffordshire  had  alluded 
in  the  early  part  of  his  speech,  namely, 
the  great  difficulties  to  which  the  Secre- 
taries of  State  for  the  Colonies  were  sub- 
jected, he  certainly  could  not  have  stated 
these  difficulties  too  highly.  But  while 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  those  difficulties 
fully  before  him,  he  made  no  allowances 
for  them.  In  the  first  place,  then,  the 
law  of  this  country  authorised  the  punish- 
ment of  transportation,  and  the  Judges 
and  chairmen  of  the  quarter-sessions  con- 
demned some  3,000  persons  altogether, 
and,  with  those  whoso  sentences  were  com- 
muted, there  were  about  4,000  persons  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  every  year.  If 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  was  desired  to 
take  charge  of  these  persons,  sent  them  all 
to  one  particular  colony,  they  found  the 
greatest  evils  to  result  from  the  concen- 
tration of  so  many  persons  of  a  criminal 
character — a  most  horrible  state  of  society 
existed,  and  representations  were  sent  here 
which  no  Secretaries  of  State,  or  other  per- 
sons, could  hear  or  read  of  without  wishing 
to  redress.  Then,  if  he  said  to  other  co- 
lonies, **  We  are  very  much  embarrassed 
with  this  large  number  of  convicts,  and 
we  wish  to  know  if  you  are  willing 
to  receive  them  ?  '  *  —  instantly  com- 
plaints of  tyrannical  conduct  were  made; 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
South wark  indignantly  exclaimed,  "  Was 
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there  ever  such  tyranny  before  ?  Here  is 
a  Secretary  of  State  asking  the  colonies  if 
they  have  any  objections  to  receive  con- 
victs! What  tyranny  it  is!"  The  cir- 
cular sent  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  the  Colonies  to  the  governors  of  the  dif- 
ferent colonies,  stated  that  he  should  be 
glad  if  they  would  ascertain,  in  any  man- 
ner which  might  appear  most  expedient  to 
them,  the  opinions  of  the  colonists  with 
respect  to  the  reception  in  the  colonies  of 
persons  sentenced  to  transportation;  and 
that  if  the  feelings  of  the  people  should  be 
found  opposed  to  it,  the  necessary  steps 
would  be  taken  by  the  Government  at 
home  for  excluding  those  colonies  from  the 
list  of  places  to  which  convicts  might  be 
sent.  Could  anything  be  less  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  than  that  ?  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  brought  forward  the  Motion 
had  stated  that  there  was  a  great  objection 
in  the  Cape  to  the  reception  of  transported 
criminals  in  that  colony;  and  it  was  stated 
by  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  that  if  such  was  the  case,  there 
was  no  intention  of  forcing  them  upon  the 
colony.  But  there  certainly  did  occur  a 
case  of  very  great  embarrassment  for  the 
Government,  and  in  which  not  only  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
was  conceraed,  but  also  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, and  his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department.  The 
number  of  persons  sentenced  to  transpor- 
tation from  Ireland  had  increased,  in  a  few 
years,  from  about  700  to  nearly  3,000. 
Many  of  those  persons  who  had  been  so 
sentenced,  and  were  sent  to  Bermuda,  were 
really  unfit  for  the  hard  work  which  was 
to  be  there  performed.  They  were  prin- 
cipally persons  who,  under  the  pressure  of 
famine,  had  committed  acts  of  theft,  but 
who,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would 
never,  probably,  have  been  brought  before 
a  court  of  justice.  It  appeared,  after  con- 
sultation upon  the  subject,  that  it  might 
very  possibly  be  the  case,  that  if  300  of 
these  persons  could  be  sent  to  the  Cape, 
they  would  inflict  no  great  injury  upon  the 
Cape,  and  would  enable  us  to  send  others, 
who  were  crowding  the  gaols  in  Ireland, 
to  Bermuda.  The  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Colonies  had  stated  in  his  de- 
spatch, then  before  the  House,  that  he 
was  mistaken  in  his  opinions  with  respect 
to  the  feelings  of  the  colonists  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  reception  of  the  convicts,  and 
regretted  his  error.  Was  there  anything 
in  this  transaction,  then,  of  so  flagrant  a 
character  as  to  evince  any  wish  to  commit 
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an  act  of  tjraiuiy  in  the  colonies?  He 
did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  history  of  what 
had  occurred  in  the  colony  of  the  Cape, 
hecause  he  thought  that,  although  they 
were  fully  justified  in  saying,  as  they  were 
ii^vited  tq  do,  whether  they  wished  the  con- 
victs to  he  sent  there  or  not,  still  he  thoiight 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  resistance  to 
their  reception  was  expressed,  was  one 
which  did  not  reflect  much  honour  upon 
those  who  were  concerned.  Sir  Harry 
Smith  stated,  in  one  of  his  despatches — 
"  The  introduction  of  these  convicts  has 
heen  made  a  pretext  for  oppoing  the  Go- 
vernment;" and  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  had 
no  douht  that  he  was  correct  in  that  opin- 
ion, apd  that  there  were  persons  who  wish- 
ed to  found  some  "pretext''  upon  the  in- 
troduction of  those  convicts  for  creating 
agitations,  and  who  availed  themselves  of 
the  convict  question  for  that  purpose.  Sir 
Harry  Smith,  he  thought,  went  very  far 
to  endeavour  to  conciliate  the  colonists, 
and  went  very  far  with  their  own  feelings 
on  the  suhject.     He  said — 

f*  Although  I  have  been  informed  that  this  ship 
is  to  arrive,  and  my  general  instructions  will  bo 
to  land  the  convicts,  still  I  do  not  propose  to  land 
them,  hut  to  keep  the  ships  in  which  the  convicts 
are  sent  until  I  receive  further  orders  from  the 
Government  at  home  in  what  way  I  am  to  dispose 
of  them." 

He  (Lord  J.  Russell)  would  have  thought 
that  its  being  declared  in  the  colony  that 
the  Order  in  Council  was  not  to  be  carried 
into  effect  for  sending  the  convicts  there, 
and  that  in  future  it  was  not  to  he  a  colony 
to  which  transports  should  be  sent — that 
declaration  having  heon  made  in  the  colony 
in  April,  and  more  formally  in  the  despatch 
of  Earl  Grey  in  the  same  month — that  Sir 
Harry  Smith  having  declared  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  300  convicts  who  had  been 
sent,  they  should  not  be  landed  till  he 
received  further  orders  from  home — he 
would  have  thought  that  those  persons 
who  had  nothing  at  heart  but  a  wish  to 
prevent  the  colony  receiving  the  convicts, 
would  have  been  satisfied  by  these  declar- 
ations, one  of  the  Government  at  home, 
and  the  other  of  the  Governor  of  the  co- 
lony. But  upon  the  arrival  of  the  de- 
spatches announcing  the  determination  of 
the  Government  with  respect  to  not  forcing 
the  convicts  upon  the  colony,  and  deciding 
not  to  send  any  in  future,  the  exertions 
hecame  greater  than  ever.  One  gentle- 
man even  went  to  a  public  meeting,  and 
asked  was  it  to  he  home  that  they  were 
to  he  contaminated  by  seeing  the  Neptune 
in  Simon's  Bay,  which  they  knew  con- 


tained convicts  on  board?  That  WM  omh^ 
tainly  going  to  an  extent  which  he  ^Qvii 
scarcely  understand.  At  that  very  momftiM} 
the  colonists  had  hefore  them  the  sight  of 
300  convicts  working  on.  Eohin'g  Xslaqd, 
and  yet  the  sight  of  the  ship  anchored  ill 
Simon's  Bay,  which  they  knew  contaiiied 
convicts,  was  a  contamination  which  thj^F 
purity  could  not  stand.  Beally,  they  di4 
carry  to  a  most  extravagant  length  their 
indignation  upon  the  subject.  The  bop. 
Gentleman  opposite  had  chosen  to  raiaa 
this  question,  or  he  (Lord  J.  Eussell)  woubl 
not  have  been  tempted  to  enter  upop  tbo 
suhject.  The  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
was  inexpedient ;  and  even  if  he  bad  preyed 
his  case  with  respect  to  the  Cape,  it  would 
not  have  justified  his  Motbn,  which  was 
inexpedient  in  itself,  but,  having  failed  to 
establish  that,  the  House  was  doubly  bpund 
to  reject  the  Motion. 

Mb.  STANFORD  wished,  in  giving  bia 
vote  against  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, to  guard  himself  from  any  supposition 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
transportation.  He  was  only  anxious,  la 
the  course  which  he  adopted,  to  eodeaToqr 
to  bring  about  some  beneficial  alteration  in 
the  mode  in  which  the  system  was  at  pror 
sent  carried  out. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  numerous  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
sented from  the  Cape,  had  suggested  to  him 
the  propriety  of  bringing  forward  his  Mo- 
tion. Those  petitions  had  emanated  from 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Southern  Africa;  and  he  considered 
that  nothing  could  be  better  adapted  to 
found  his  Motion  upon  than  petitions  of  so 
weighty  a  character  as  those  to  which  he 
had  referred.  With  respect  to  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Cape,  he  merely  used  them 
as  an  illustration,  and  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  arguing  from  the  particular  to 
the  general.  If,  however,  more  illustrar 
tions  were  required,  they  were  to  be  found 
in  the  colonies  of  New  South  Wales,  Nor- 
folk Island,  Van  Diemen's  Land,  and 
every  convict  colony  which  had  ever  be- 
longed to  England  since  its  first  settle- 
ment in  New  South  Wales.  The  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
well  maintained  his  reputation  for  chivalry 
for  taking  up  the  cudgels  so  manfully  in 
favour  of  Earl  Grey.  Upon  that  subject 
he  (Mr.  Adderley)  was  well  satisfied  to 
leave  it  to  the  opinion  of  the  country.  The 
noble  Lord  had  sneered  at  the  people  of 
the  Cape  for  thinking  that  they  would  be 
contaminated  by  the  sight  of  a  shipfiil  of 
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•onyictis.     I^  w»9  not,  )iowever,  the  sight 
of  the  sl^ip  which  they  thought  would  con- 
ta^iin^t^  them,  but  because  they  saw  that 
ship  kept  there  in  the  harbour  for  month 
after  month,  $nd  pould  naturally  only  004- 
cludp  tha^  it  w^s  intended  by  the  Qovern- 
ipent  to  land  t^e  cargo,  despite  all  the 
promises  which  had  been  made  upon  the 
subject.     That  was  what  they  were  afraid 
of|  fini  pot  the  sight  of  the  ship.    It  would 
prpbt^bly  be  ip  the  recollection  of  the  noble 
Lord  that  a  great  debate  took  place  upon 
one  occasion  in  Massachusetts  on  the  sub- 
jept  pf  farthings,  and  it  was  thrown  in  their 
te^th  tb^t  they  lifere  making  a  great  fuss 
about  a  few  farthings.     But  it  was  not  the 
farthings,  it  was  the  principle  which  was 
ipYolved  that  gave  rise  to  such  long  de- 
bases.    In  the  same  manner,  the  people  at 
the  Cape  made  a  great  piece  of  lYork  about 
the  Neptune  in  Simon's  Bay,  because  the 
happiness  and  safety  of  their  children  and 
posterity  were  involved  in  the  continuance 
pf  that  ship  in  the  bay.    Every  Member  of 
tbe  Government  who  had  spoken  on  this 
subject  had  taken  great  credit  to  them- 
selves for  not  landing  the  convicts,  and 
said  that  they  had  kept  their  word,  and 
l^ad  not  landed  them.     Was  there  ever 
^uch  a  barefaced  argument? — when  they 
kept  their  ship  with  the  convicts  there  for 
months  together,  and  would  have  landed 
them  if  they  could  possibly  have  done  so. 
They  took  advantage  of  the  successful  re- 
sistance of  the  Cape,  and  then  turned  round 
and  said  that  they  had  kept  theii*  word. 
But  it  had  been  said  by  more  than  one 
hon  Member  of  the  Government,  that  they 
had  no  intention  of  forcing  the  convicts 
upon  the  Cape.     If  so,  why  did  they  keep 
the  Neptune  in  the  harbour  till  the  month 
of  November  ?    Would  auy  Member  of  the 
Government    tell    him,   if  there   was   no 
intention  of  forcing  the  convicts  upon  the 
Cape,  why  they  kept  them  there  all  that 
time  ?  Until  that  question  was  answered,  the 
opinion  of  the  country  would  be  the  very 
reverse  of  that  just  expressed  by  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  Colleagues.     But  the  noble 
Lord  also  asked  whether  it  was  tyrannical 
to  ask  the  colonies  to  receive  the  convicts  ? 
Certainly  not.     No  person  had  said  that  it 
was;  but  the  tyranny  was  in  asking  the 
colonists  if  they  would  have  the  convicts, 
and  not  waiting  for  their  answer.     The 
tyranny  was   to  ask,  and  then  send  the 
convicts    before    an    answer  was    given. 
Asking    the   question    was    no    tyranny. 
With  respect  to   the   Motion  before  the 
House,  the  Government,  he  presumed,  in- 


tended to  refuse  him  permission  to  bring 
his  Bill  before  the  House,  because  the  hon, 
and  learned  Attorney  General  had  given 
sui^dry  objections  to  another  Bill,  no  more 
like  the  one  which  he  (Mr.  Adderley)  pro- 
posed,  than  one  thing  could  be  }ike  another. 
The  hon  and  learned  Gentleman  had  put  i^ 
great  many  suggestions  into  his  mouth 
which  he  (Mr.  Adderley)  had  never  made, 
aud  argued — very  ably,  no  doubt — against 
his  own  suggestions.     But  it  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Adderley)  that  even  if  the  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  completely  an- 
swered his  own  arguments,  that  was  barely 
a  reason  for  the  Government  refusing  him 
permission  to  lay  his  Bill  upon  the  table  pf 
the  House,  and  submit  it  to  its  judgment. 
Several  hon.    Gentlemen   had   expressed 
their  intention  of  voting  against  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause the  hon.  ^^^ronet  the   Member  for 
South wark  had  stated,  that,  in  his  jude^- 
ment,  it  would  lead  to   the  abolition  of 
transportation.  Hon.  Members  were  really 
meeting  the  subject  as  though  it  were  a 
vote  of  confidence  in  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Southwark,  and  because  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  such  would  be 
the  effect  of  it,  therefore  they  would  vote 
against  it.     Why,  it  would  be  much  more 
creditable  to  the  House  if  hon.  Members 
would  allow   the  Bill   to  be  brought   in, 
so   that    they   might    have   an    opportu- 
nity  for  perusing   it    and    deciding    for 
themselves   as   to    the  effect  it  would  be 
likely   to    have,   without   voting    agaii^st 
its    introduction    in    such    a    hand   over 
head  manner.     He  reppdiated  the  ide^ 
that  he  was  aiming  a  blow  at  transporta- 
tion by  a  mere  side-wind.    He  had  no  such 
intention.  In  his  opinion  the  present  system 
would  very  soon  lead  of  itself  to  the  c^boli- 
tion  of  transportation,  and  that  too  withiii 
a  few  months  of  the  present  time,     ^e 
would  risk  his  credit  with  the  ^QUse  if  the 
common  sense  and  judgment  of  the  public 
would  not  soon  lead  to  a  total  abolition  of 
the  present  system.     The  hpn.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  had  made  several  sug- 
gestions with  respect  to  the  measure,  which 
he  (Mr.  Adderley)  h^d  never  suggested  to 
the  House.     For  instance,  he  supposed 
that  the  present  proposal  would  narrow 
very  much  the  present  field  of  transporta-r 
tion.     He  had  intended,  before  he  brought 
in  his  Bill,  to  have  had  it  very  carefully 
submitted  to    the  judgment  of    eminent 
members  of  the  legal  profession;  but  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlem&i^ 
whether  the  repeal  of  those  tuf q  clauses  of 
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had  alreadj  named  a5  places  to  vhleh  fe- 
lons cx^uld  he  sent  ?  Would  it  not  he  equally 

as  competent  for  the   Judges — suppo^ng  this   question* 

the  clauses  worv^  repealed  tto-daj — to  send  i  which  it  sbould  Tceeire  would 

ti^-morrow  convicts  to  Norfolk  Island,  or'  -Mr.  Anstcr's'*  roce.     Some  " 

Van  Piemen's  Lard,  as  it  was  with  these  in  the  reply  of  the  bon. 
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Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G.  Melgund,  Yisot. 

Cowan,  C.  Milnes,  R.  M. 

Cowper,  hon.  W.  F.  Mofl^tt,  G. 

Craig,  W.  G.  Monsell,  W. 

Crowder,  R.  B.  Moody,  C.  A. 

Drumlanrig,  Visct.  Mulgrave,  Earl  of 

Duncan,  G.  Norreys,  Sir  D.  J. 

Duncuft,  J.  FakingtoD,  Sir  J. 

Dundas,  Adm.  Parker,  J. 

Dundas,  rt.  hon.  SirD.  Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 

Ebrington,  Visct.  Perfect,  R. 

Ellis,  J.  Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  £.  Plumptre,  J.  P. 

Evans,  Sir  De  L,  Power,  Dr. 

Evans,  J.  Power,  N. 

Fagan,  W.  Pusey,  P. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A,  Rawdon,  Col. 

Fordyce,  A.  D.  Romilly,  Sir  J. 

French,  F.  Russell,  Lord  J. 

Frewen,  C.  H.  Scrope,  G.  P. 

Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H.  Scully,  F. 

Greenall,  G.  Seymour,  Lord 

Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G.  Sidney,  Aid. 

Hatchell,  J.  Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 

Hawes,  B.  Smith,  J.  A. 

Hayes,  Sir  E.  Somerville,rt.hn.SirW. 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G.  Stanford,  J.  P. 

Heald,  J.  Stanton,  W.  H. 

Heathcoat,  J.  Talbot,  C.  R.  M. 

Henley,  J.  W.  Tennent,  R.  J. 

Herbert,  rt.  hon.  S.  Thompson,  Col. 

Heywood,  J.  Thornely,  T. 

Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J.  Trelawny,  J.  S. 

Hood,  Sir  A.  Tufnell.  H. 

Howajrd,  Lord  E.  Vane,  Lord  H. 

Jervis,  Sir  J.  Verney,  Sir  H. 

Keogh,  W.  Wall,  C.  B. 

Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  H.  Wellesley,  Lord  C. 

Lascelles,  hon.  E.  Willcox,  B.  M. 

Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S.  Wilson,  J. 

Law,  hon.  C.  E.  Wilson,  M. 

Lennox,  Lord  H.  G.  Wood,  W.  P. 

Lewis,  G.  C.  WyvUl,  M. 

Littleton,  hon.  E.  R.  Toung,  Sir  J. 
Lockhart,  W. 

M'Taggart,  Sir  J.  tellers. 

Matheson,  Col.  Grey,  R.  W. 

Maule,  rt.  hon.  F.  Hill,  Lord  M. 

The  House  adjourned  at  Ten  o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  February  15,  1850. 

OUTRAGES  IN  EMIGRANT  SHIPS. 

The  Earl  of  MOUNTCASHELL,  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given,  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  received  any  communications 
relative  to  the  ill-treatment  of  the  emi- 
grants on  hoard  the  hark  Indian,  destined 
for  Port  Adelaide,  South  Australia  ?  He 
had  seen — as  he  had  no  douht  many  of 
their  Lordships  had  seen — in  the  Morning 
Post  a  statement  regarding  this  emigrant 
vessel,  which,  in  the  course  of  last  year, 
bad  sailed,  with  182  emigrants  on  hoard. 


to  Australia.  Amongst  those  emigrants 
were  married,  and  many  unmarried,  wo- 
men. It  appeared  that  the  treatment  to 
which  these  women  were  exposed  during 
the  voyage  was  of  so  gross  and  scandalous 
a  character,  that,  on  their  arrival  at  Ade- 
laide, their  friends  called,  hy  advertise- 
ment, a  public  meeting,  at  which  a  great 
number  of  emigrants  themselves  were  pre- 
sent. The  chairman  stated  generally  to 
the  meeting  the  gross  and  shameful  usage 
which  the  emigrants,  particularly  the  fe- 
males, had  experienced,  owing  to  the  re- 
missness of  the  captain,  and  the  disgrace- 
ful conduct  of  the  second  mate,  the  sur- 
geon, and  the  steward,  by  whom  the  ves- 
sel had  been  converted  into  a  sink  of 
iniquity  worse  than  any  brothel  in  London. 
The  second  mate,  in  his  drunken  fits,  had 
forced  himself  into  the  cabins  of  the  female 
passengers,  and  had  committed  the  most 
revolting  debaucheries  with  those  who 
admitted,  and  had  been  guilty  of  great 
cruelty  and  violence  towards  those  who 
stood  firm  against,  his  advances.  One  in- 
nocent young  woman,  who  resisted  his 
proposals,  and  complained  of  his  conduct 
to  the  captain,  was  taken  upon  deck,  and 
buckets  of  water  were  thrown  upon  her. 
One  of  the  male  passengers,  who  stood  up 
in  her  defence,  was  grossly  insulted.  Vio- 
lence was  exhibited  towards  all  who  stood 
up  for  her  protection  ;  and  the  captain  in- 
formed her  that,  if  she  made  a  second  com- 
plaint of  the  conduct  of  his  officers,  she 
should  be  placed  in  confinement.  The 
only  officer  on  board  the  ship  who  acted  in 
a  proper  and  becoming  manner  was  Mr. 
Davis,  the  first  mate ;  all  the  rest  acted 
most  shamefully.  He  called  the  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  these  out- 
rageous transactions,  because  it  was  very 
important  that  some  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  them. 
He  had  been  informed  that  a  society  had 
been  recently  established  in  London,  hy 
which  a  large  sum  had  been  subscribed  by 
benevolent  individuals,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  distressed  women  to  emigrate  to 
our  colonies.  Now,  after  the  publication 
of  such  a  statement  as  that  of  which  he 
had  given  their  Lordships  the  substance, 
was  it  likely  that  any  virtuous  and  well- 
conducted  woman  would  trust  herself  on 
board  of  a  vessel  if  she  was  not  sure  of 
protection  ?  He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
this  was  not  an  isolated  case,  for  he  had 
heard  of  other  vessels  where  similar  pro- 
fligacy had  prevailed,  although  the  out- 
rageous conduct  of  the  officers  and  orev 
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had  tiot  been  made  pnblic.  Besides  the 
reasons  Trhich  he  had  already  mentioned, 
there  was  another  which  induced  him  to 
bring  this  abominable  state  of  things  under 
the  notice  of  Parliament.  During  the 
coui-se  of  last  summer,  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners in  England  and  Ireland  had 
sent  to  the  different  boards  of  guardians  in 
both  countries  circulars  inquiring  whether 
they  had,  in  their  respective  districts,  any 
poor,  but  well-conducted,  girls  who  were 
willing  to  emigrate.  Many  such  young 
women  were  selected  in  both  countries, 
and  several  from  the  union  with  which  he 
was  coimected.  Now,  if  there  were  to  be 
no  protection  offered  to  these  friendless 
young  women,  either  by  the  captain,  or 
the  mates,  or  the  other  officers  of  the  emi- 
grant Vessels  in  which  they  had  embarked, 
and  if  the  matron  were  to  be  reduced  to  a 
mere  cyphet,  and  left  without  any  power, 
it  must  be  productive  of  the  greatest  evil. 
It  also  appeared,  from  statements  made  at 
the  meetirig  at  Adelaide,  that,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Passengers'  Acts,  spirits  had  been  publicly 
sold  on  bdard  of  this  vessel,  though  there 
was  a  heavy  penalty  affixed  to  every  dis- 
tinct offence  of  that  sort ;  and  that  it  was 
in  and  after  the  drunken  revelries  of  the 
officers  that  these  atrocious  assaults  on  un- 
protected women  ^ere  generally  attempted. 
In  dontravcntion  of  another  provision  of 
the  same  Act,  it  appeared  that  the  proper 
qtldntity  of  water  and  of  food  allotted  to 
each  passenger,  had  been  systematically 
kdpt  f^om  them;  and  that,  in  Consequence, 
they  had  been  obliged  to  live  on  short  com- 
mons during  the  greater  part  of  their  long 
voyage.  Memorials  on  this  subject,  he 
understood,  had  been  sent  both  to  the 
nobib  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  to 
his  right  hon.  relative  the  Secretary  for 
the  Sortie  Department.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  those  memorials  had  been 
receited,  and,  if  so,  what  were  the  steps 
which  Government  intended  to  take  upon 
them  f 

Earl  GREY,  in  reply  to  the  question 
of  the  noble  Earl,  said,  that  no  Official 
cotnmunication  on  this  subject  had  yet  been 
received  by  Her  Majesty's  Gotcrnment. 
In  &  newspaper,  however,  frdm  the  colony, 
which  had  been  recently  received  in  this 
counter  overland  from  India,  and  of  a  later 
date  than  the  last  official  despatches,  he 
hftd  seen  an  account  of  the  outrages  to 
which  the  hoble  Earl  had  referred.  From 
that  newspaper  it  appeared  that  allegations 
of  the  existence  of  very  serious  abases  on 


board  of  this  emigrant  vessel  had  beeli  ft^ 
ferred  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  colohjr. 
Those  allegations  were  now  under  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  colonial  government,  and 
he  could  assure  the  noble  Earl  th&t  it 
would  be  strictly  carried  on  not  only  by  th6 
colonial  government  but  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  home;  and  that,  if  abuses  had 
taken  place,  those  who  had  beeil  guilty  of 
them  had  incurred,  and  should  be  made 
subject  to,  the  severest  penalties  df  tiie 
law.  Not  only  were  the  officers  of  the 
vessel  liable  to  severe  penalties  under  the 
Passengers'  Acts  for  any  abuses  committed 
during  the  voyage,  but  the  shipowners  also 
would  not  escape  from  them.  The  Emi- 
gration Commissioners,  by  virtue  of  the 
contracts  which  they  had  made  with  the 
shipowners,  were  entitled  to  hold  back  a 
large  portion  of  the  passage-money  paid 
for  these  emigrants  in  case  any  abUses 
took  place  on  board  their  vessels.  Be  in- 
formed their  Lordships  that  wheneJrer 
abuses  had  taken  t)lace,  the  Emigtatlorl 
Commissioners  had  not  hesitated  to  eiei*- 
\  cise  the  power  vested  in  them.  When  the 
noble  Earl  stated  that  the  present  was  not 
a  solitary  case  of  abuse,  but  that  there 
were  many  others  which  had  not  com^  be* 
fore  the  public,  he  appeared  to  him  (Earl 
Grey)  to  be,  if  not  wholly  uninformedi  ai 
least  very  nearly  so.  He  (Earl  Grey)  ap- 
pealed to  those  noble  Lords  who  had  t^iA 
the  papers  recently  laid  on  the  table  on  the 
subject  of  emigration,  whether  ibey  did 
not  contain  satisfactory  proofs  both  of  the 
pains  and  of  the  success  with  whieh  the 
Emigration  Commissioners  had  exertea 
themselves  to  check  abuses  of  this  kind. 
He  need  not  say  that  cases  of  abuse  must 
sometimes  occur;  but  he  could  {lssui*e  the 
noble  Earl  that,  whenever  they  did  occur, 
they  should  not,  as  far  as  he  (Earl  Grey) 
was  concerned)  pass  unpunished.  For  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  ship  the  Emi- 
gration Commissioners  were  riOt  responsi- 
ble, for  the  officers  were  selected  by  the 
shipowners ;  but  the  Cotniuissloiiers  had 
this  check  upon  the  shipowners,  that  they 
could  deprive  them  of  a  large  portion  bf  ih^ 
passdge-money,  in  case  thfey  iippointc^d 
officer's  who  either  committed  themsMvefl 
or  sanctioned  abuses  in  others.  In  dii& 
case,  he  had  himself  directed  the  Emigra^ 
tion  Commissioners  ib  ehfoi*6e  ihe  ^hdld 
amount  of  the  forfeiture  on  the  shipd#ner«; 
and  the  Emigration  Commissioners  iiad  id 
consequence  withheld  from  them  500^.,  to 
which  they  would  h^ve  been  otherwise  en^ 
titled.     The  surgeoti  ef  the  vedsd  ftkH 


813       NcAimuil  Sducdtkm^ 


{Feb.  15}        The  ManagBment  Clauses,      814 


linder  tlib  control  of  the  Commissioners; 
but,  as  no  great  remuneration  was  offered 
td  the  surgeons  of  emigrant  vessels,  there 
was  some  difficulty  in  getting  competent 
persons  to  act  in  that  capacity.  In  a  great 
inajority  of  cases,  however,  the  surgeons 
had  performed  their  duty  very  admirably. 
In  the  present  case,  the  surgeon  had  been 
▼ery  hastily  appointed,  in  consequence  of 
a  tery  serious  illness  which  had  suddenly 
attacked  the  surgeon  previously  appointed. 
[The  Earl  of  Mountcashell  :    Mr.  Sand- 
ford?]  Yesj  and  looking  at  the  testimonials 
upon  which  he  had  received  his  appoint- 
ment) he  must  say  that  they  were  suffi- 
ciently strong   to  justify  the  Emigration 
Cotnmissioners   in    sanctioning    it.       The 
noble  Earl  had  referred  to  other  instances 
itf  libuse  tvhich,  he  alleged,  had  occurred 
In  the  case  of  female  emigrants  from  Ire- 
lilnd.       Generally   speaking,    the    female 
Utiiigrants   from   Ireland  had  turned   out 
well;   but  in  one   case  great  abuses  had 
oecurred,  not  indeed  on   the  part  of  the 
officers  of  the  vessel  which  carried  them 
out,  but  in  consequence  of  the  gross  de- 
ceit which    had    been   practised   on  the 
Emigration    Commissioners   by  parties  in 
Ireland  as  to  the  character  of  the  women 
^mbarkedi      The  poor-law  guardians,  for 
Some  reasoh  or  other,  allowed  other  women, 
^jspecially  women  from  the  town  of  Belfast, 
to  be  sent  bn  board  instead  of  those  of  whose 
good   character  they  had  given  testimo- 
nials.    This  was  almost  the  only  case  of 
abuse  T^ith  which  he  was  acquainted.     As 
soon  lis  the  information  reached  him,  he 
took  care  that  more  caution  should  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  aiithorities  in  Ireland.     He 
readily  admitted  to  the  noble  Earl  that  in 
eohducting    emigration    to    so   distant   a 
Ijtiarter  of  the  globe,  the  difficulty  of  gliard- 
ing  against  abuses  was  yery  great ;    but, 
oh  the  other  hand,  he  assured  him  that  no 
effbi't  had  been,  and  that  no  effort  would 
be,  Spared  to  guard  against  them.     So  far 
«S    the   Emigration   Commissioners  were 
tjofaderned,  emigration  was  conducted  with 
ils  little  abuse  as  possible. 

The  Earl  of  MOUNTCASHELL  said, 
that  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  statc- 
ihent  of  the  noble  Earl,  which  he  thought 
irould  produce  the  most  beneficial  results. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

NATIONAL   EDUCATION— THE  MANAGE- 

MENT  CLAUSES. 

Lord  STANLEY  wished  to  put  a  ques- 

"liWi  with  regard  to  a  portion  of  the  pro- 

6ii6dhig8  of  the  Committee  df  Council  dn 


Education,  which  was  regarded  with  con- 
siderable interest,  especially  by  clergymen 
of  the  Church  of  England.     He  would  not 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
Committee  itself,  or  of  any  part  of  its  pro- 
ceedings; but  there  was  one  point  upon 
which  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  mis- 
understanding and  doubt,  as  to  a  matter 
of  fact,  and,  as  it  led  to  a  controversy  be- 
tween the  National  Society  and  the  Go- 
vernment, it  ought  at  once  to  be  set  right. 
He,  therefore,  took  the  liberty  of  referring 
to  that  one  point.     It  would  be  in  their 
Lordships*  recollection,  that  up  to  the  year 
1846,  or  during  the  early  period  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Committee,  the  Parliament- 
ary grants  which  were  disbursed  by  them 
were  exclusively  for  the  erection  and  build- 
ing of  schools,  and  all  negotations  befot^ 
the  years  1839  aiid  1840,  had  reference  to 
grants    for    building    purposes.      Subse- 
quently, the    objects   of  the  Committee^ 
with  the  means  at  its  disposal,  were  much 
extended,  and  the  grants  for  building  pur- 
poses becanle  subsidiary,  and,  during  the 
last  two  years,  wholly  secondary  objects  ; 
and  a  great  portion  of  the  funds  w£is  given 
for  the  maintenance  of  certain  schools,  and 
for  supplying,  upon  the  reports  of  Govern- 
ment   inspectors,    premiums   to    teachers 
and  pupils.     Ultimately^  the  management 
clauses  were  introduced,  and  their  adop- 
tion was  made  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the    acceptance  of  aid  from    the   public 
funds.     Those  management  clauses  were 
objectionable  to  the  Church  schools,  and, 
in  consequence,  they  had  been  debarred 
from  any  participation  in  the  grant.     How- 
ever, within  the  last  few  days  he  had  seen 
a  pamphlet  which,  although  not  written 
from  authority,  evidently  showed  thB  au- 
thor was  well  acquainted  with  the  subject; 
and,  in  the  postscript  at  the  end  of  the 
pamphlet,  there  was  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  the  requiring  of  the  adoption  of 
the  management  clauses,  as  a  condition  for 
obtaining    Government    pecuniary   assist- 
ance, did  not  apply  to  those  subsequent 
objects — the  maintenance  of  thb  schools, 
and  the  premiums  to  pupils  and  teachers, 
but  was   applicable   only  to  the  case   of 
schools  hereafter  to  be  erected,  and  then, 
in  their  case,  only  as  far  as  regarded  the 
building   of  them ;   that   schools   already 
erected,  or  hereafter  to  be  erected,  whe- 
ther they  adopted  the  management  clauses 
or  not,  would  be  entitled  to  the  aid  of  Go- 
yernment  in  other  respects,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  submitting  td  Government  inspec- 
tion.    It  was  important  to  know  whether 
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that  statement  was  correct  or  not ;  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  pamphlet,  schools, 
independent  of  the  adoption  or  otherwise 
of  the  management  clauses,  should  parti- 
cipate in  the  advantages  of  the  puhlic 
grant? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDO WNE  would 
follow  the  nohle  Lord's  example  in  not  en- 
tering upon  any  discussion  of  tho  general 
suhject.  In  reply  to  the  nohle  Lord,  he 
must  he  allowed  to  say  that  the  pamphlet, 
though  written  with  ability,  was  the  pro- 
duction of  an  individual  clergyman,  pub- 
lished without  any  sort  of  authority  what- 
ever. The  appearance,  however,  of  that 
pamphlet  would  naturally  suggest  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  inquiry  as  to  the  matter  of 
fact;  and,  in  answer,  he  had  to  inform  him 
that  the  statement  applied  to  a  state  of 
things  which  had  not  yet  actually  arisen. 
He  could  not  find  that  any  case  of  an  appli- 
cation for  an  annual  allowance,  on  the  part 
of  schools  submitting  to  the  Government 
inspection,  and  not  receiving  a  grant,  had 
occurred.  He  could  not  find  either  that 
any  case  bearing  the  least  analogy  had  oc- 
curred ;  therefore,  all  he  could  say  was, 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  relating  to 
the  management  clauses  had  been  adopted, 
after  much  deliberation,  and  after  strong 
recommendations,  with  some  modifications, 
with  a  view  to  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  but 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
receive  applications  from  schools  which  had 
been  erected  without  any  assistance  from 
the  public  funds.  At  the  same  time,  as  it 
was  obvious  that  schools  erected  before 
those  management  clauses  were  adopted, 
had  received  aid,  there  was  no  rule  adopted 
which  should  prevent  the  Committee  from 
considering  any  application  that  should  be 
made  by  schools  which  had  not  been  erected 
by  assistance  from  Government,  for  further 
assistance  administered  in  the  shape  of  an 
allowance  for  premiums  to  teachers  and 
pupils. 

ENCUMBERED  ESTATES  (IRELAND). 
The  Earl  of  GLENGALL  moved  for— 

"  A  Return  from  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Court  of  Incumbered  Estates,  Ireland,  stating 
the  Number  of  Petitions  lodged  in  their  Court  to 
this  Date,  the  Total  Rental  of  the  Property  in 
each  case  proposed  to  be  sold,  and  the  Gross 
Amount  of  Incumbrances  stated  to  be  charge- 
able thereon." 

He  considered  it  most  essential  that  their 
Lordships  should  have  the  information 
which  this    return  would    afford.      Last 


Session  an  Act  was  passed,  which  had 
been  pronounced  an  arbitrary  measure  in 
that  House,  but  which  he  called  uncon- 
stitutional, and  he  had  seen  no  reason  to 
change  his  opinion  of  its  character.  Deep 
sensation  had  been  created  in  every  part 
of  Ireland  at  the  vast  amount  of  property 
which  this  Act  had  brought  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ex- 
ecute it.  No  fewer  than  420  petitions  had 
already  been  lodged  in  the  court,  involving 
a  rental  of  nearly  1,500,0002.,  and  the  in- 
terests of  80,000  creditors.  All  these  in- 
terests were,  therefore,  placed  in  jeopardy; 
and  when  the  extreme  depreciation  of  pro- 
perty and  produce  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation, it  could  not  be  surprising  that  the 
deepest  interest  was  felt  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  court.  It  had  been  reported,  and  he 
wished  to  be  informed  if  the  report  was 
true,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  proceed  to  sales  whatever 
might  be  the  result  of  the  auction.  He 
had  indeed  heard  that  they  had  declared 
they  would  sell  any  property,  provided 
seven  years'  purchase  was  offered.  Whe- 
ther this  statement  was  true  or  not,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  say,  but  certainly  it  was  so 
reported;  and  he  had  been  requested  to 
ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether 
such  was  or  was  not  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioners.  A  vast  quantity  of  land 
was  now  for  sale  in  Ireland,  and  if  the 
Commissioners  sold  for  anything  like  seven, 
or  ten,  or  twelve  years'  purchase,  it  was 
manifest  the  owners  must  be  ruined.  A 
sale  under  such  circumstances  would,  in 
in  point  of  fact,  amount  to  a  direct  and 
wholesale  confiscation;  and  he  trusted  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  not  consent 
to  allow  such  proceedings  to  take  effect. 
A  state  of  things  somewhat  similar  to  the 
present  occurred  during  the  rebellion  of 
1798,  when  Lord  Clare  was  Lord  Chancel- 
lor of  Ireland.  A  great  amount  of  landed 
property  came  into  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  sell  it;  Lord  Clare, 
however,  distinctly  refused  to  make  de- 
crees for  the  sale  of  those  estates,  because 
he  knew  that  a  sale  under  such  circum- 
stances would  deprive  the  owners  and  their 
creditors  of  all  their  property.  He,  there- 
fore, held  the  decrees  over,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  following  year  property  re- 
sumed its  former  value,  on  which  the  mort- 
gagees, who  had  been  anxious  to  sell,  were 
perfectly  satisfied  to  allow  their  money  to 
remain  upon  the  land  as  before.  In  com- 
mon justice,  then,  he  hoped  that  sales, 
such  as  those  to  which  he  referred,  would 
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not  be  allowed  to  proceed;  for,  he  repeated, 
they  amounted  to  downright  robberj.  At 
all  events,  he  hoped  no  sale  would  be 
made  until  something  like  a  fair  value  was 
offered.  He  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Mar- 
quess whether  it  was  true  that  the  Com- 
missioners had  decided  that  property  should 
be  sold  for  less  than  seven  years*  purchase. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE,  in 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  noble  Earl, 
begged  that  he  would  understand  that  he 
(the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  did  not  re- 
present the  Commissioners  of  Encumbered 
Estates,  and  that  he  did  not  feel  himself 
authorised  to  state  the  views  which  they 
had  laid  down  for  their  course  of  action 
in  the  exercise  of  the  very  large  discretion 
which  Parliament  had  reposed  in  them  last 
Session.  But  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  the  Commissioners  had  not 
adopted  any  such  rule  as  the  noble  Earl 
had  supposed ;  on  the  contrary,  he  should 
rather  say  that  they  had  expressly  guarded 
themselves  against  the  adoption  of  any 
such  rule.  He  drew  this  conclusion  from 
the  spirit  of  their  proceedings.  In  con- 
clusion, the  noble  Marquess  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Earl, 
after  certain  verbal  alterations,  which  he 
suggested  should  have  been  made  in  it. 

The  Earl  of  MOUNTCASHELL  re- 
minded  their  Lordships  that  when  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  Bill  was  before  them  in 
the  last  Session,  the  noble  Marquess  the 
President  of  the  Council  had  stated  that 
great  care  should  be  taken  that  a  vast 
mass  of  land  should  not  be  thrown  into  the 
market  at  one  time;  but  the  result  of  the 
Bill  had  been  that  great  quantities  of  land 
had  been  simultaneously  thrown  into  the 
market,  and  the  price  had  in  consequence 
been  very  much  reduced.  In  his  opinion, 
the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  in  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  that 
property  should  not  be  sacrificed. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  ex- 
plained, that  when  the  Act  was  under  con- 
sideration last  Session,  a  hope  was  express- 
ed in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Commissioners  would  exercise  their  discre- 
tion; but  he  was  not  aware  of  any  pledge 
having  been  given.  He  was  perfectly  as- 
sured that  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
Commissioners  was  such  as  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  describe;  and  when  the  noble 
Earl  spoke  of  land  being  depreciated  by 
being  thrown  upon  the  market,  he  would 
only  remind  him  that  the  operation  of  the 
Act  would,  upon  the  whole,  enhance  its 
.Talue«  . 


Lord  BEAUMONT  was  afraid  that  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Earl  would  tend  td 
produce  the  very  evils  which  he  wished  to 
avert.  If  the  returns  for  which  ho  had 
moved  were  produced,  they  would  make  it 
appear  to  the  public  that  an  enormous 
mass  of  property  was  about  to  be  disposed 
of;  and  if  that  knowledge  were  not  accom» 
panied  by  the  information  that  a  rule  had 
been  adopted  by  the  court  that  only  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  land  should  be  placed  in 
the  market  at  one  time,  of  course  the  na- 
tural impression  amongst  persons  who 
were  inclined  to  bid  would  be,  that,  from 
the  immense  quantity  of  land  thus  thrown 
into  the  market,  prices  must  necessarily  be 
lowered.  The  public  would  draw  their 
inferences  from  the  return  moved  for,  and 
finding  these  orders  of  the  court  for  the 
sale  of  real  property  to  so  large  an  amount, 
would  not  think  of  competing  for  the  lots 
about  to  be  put  up  to  auction.  Purchasers 
would  bide  their  time,  and  speculators  cal- 
culate on  lower  prices.  There  would  be  no 
competition.  He  thought  the  Motion  was, 
therefore,  ill-advised,  and  dangerous  to  the 
value  of  Irish  land.  He  confessed  that  he 
was  quite  alarmed  at  the  number  of  peti- 
tions which  had  been  already  lodged  in  the 
Commissioners*  Court,  and  the  reported 
amount  of  property  that  would  soon  be  in 
its  hands.  Still,  notwithstanding  that  cir- 
cumstance, he  could  not  imagine  that  it 
would  be  in  accordance  with  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice, either  to  the  landowners  or  the  puisne 
creditors,  that  they  should  throw  all  that  land 
into  the  market  at  once.  No  land  should  be 
disposed  of  unless  there  was  competition 
in  the  market;  for  though  he  knew  there 
were  certain  grounds  for  expecting  that 
the  price  of  land  would  never  rise  to  what 
it  was  fonnerly,  he  was  far  from  despond- 
ing on  that  subject,  and  he  firmly  believed, 
and  if  he  had  time  he  could  show  ample 
reasons  for  the  belief,  that  the  value  of 
land  would  again  rise,  if  not  actually  to  its 
former  value,  yet  to  something  very  near 
that  amount,  and  that  would  be  the  case 
in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  this  country.  With 
this  conviction  on  his  mind,  he  trusted  the 
Commissioners  would  defer  sales  till  such 
period  as  the  land  would  reach  its  fair  and 
proper  value.  Let  it  therefore  be  known 
that  the  object  of  the  Act  was  not  to  glut 
the  market,  and  thus  bring  down  the  price 
of  land,  but  to  facilitate  the  transfer,  and 
give  the  purchaser  a  good  title  when  the 
state  of  the  market  and  the  demand  for 
land  made  it  desirable  that  deeply  encum- 
bered estates  should  be  sold« 
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Lord  CAMPBELL  expressed  an  earnest 
hope  that  the  ohserrations  of  his  nohle 
Friend  (Lord  Beaumont}  would  he  puhlish- 
ed  all  oyer  England  and  Ireland;  for,  if 
80,  they  would  have  a  tendency  to  raise 
the  price  of  land  in  hoth  countries.  He 
reminded  their  Lordships  that  these  Com- 
missioners were  judges,  and  that  thej  were 
invested  with  large  discretionary  powers. 
The  nohle  Marquess  would  not  he  autho- 
rised in  stating  what  they  intended  to  do; 
hut  he  (Lord  Carophell)  helieved  that  they 
would  exercise  their  jurisdiction  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  prove  not  only  creditable 
to  themseltres,  hut  also  highly  beneficial  to 
the  owners  of  encumbered  estates,  and  to 
their  mortgagees. 

The  Earl  of  OLENGALL  believed  the 
Commissioners  intended  to  act  with  perfect 
jtistice;  but  as  they  were  bound  to  make 
a  report  of  their  proceedings  within  one 
month  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  he 
Ijoped  their  report  would  embrace  a  copy  of 
all  their  rules  and  regulations. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
the  Commissioners  knew  perfectly  well  they 
were  entrusted  with  very  large  powers; 
and  he  believed  their  discretion  would  be 
00  exercised  as  to  prevent  an  undue  accu- 
mulation of  land  in  the  market. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  February  15,  1850. 

MiNVTSB.]  POBLic  B1LL8.— !<>  Civil  Bill  (Boroughs)  Ire- 
Itnd ;  Mercantile  Marine;  Mcrdiant  Seamen's  Fund; 
Merchant  Shipping. 

if*  Party  Proceisions  (Ireland) ;  Court  of  Chancery  (Ire- 
land). 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  RETURNS. 

Mb.  DISRAELI  said,  he  should  take 
that  occasion  to  put  the  questions  to  the 
right  hbn.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  of  which  ho  had  given  no- 
tice on  the  preceding  day,  with  regard  to 
the)  returns  given  to  the  House  by  the  dc- 
pattment  over  which  the  right  hon.  Gcn- 
ilemah  presided.  lie  wished  to  receive 
acme  information  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
ilemah  as  to  the  causo  of  the  delay  that 
hild  taken  place  in  furnishing  these  returns. 
"They  were  now  in  the  middle  of  the  month 
of  February,  and  yet  the  monthly  return 
to  December  had  not  yet  been  circulated, 
irli  ihe  general  summary  for  the  year 
mlj  been  printed  that  morning.  There 
anotber  publication  of  the  Board 


of  Trade  to  wbieh  he  begged  to  eall  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention.  He  al- 
luded to  the  digested  returns,  called  tables^ 
relating  to  the  rerenae,  trade,  and  eom- 
mercc  of  the  country.  They  had  recently 
had  an  additional  Tolume  deliTered  to  them, 
but  still  the  House  was  only  in  possession 
of  the  returns  relating  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country  up  to  the  year 
1847,  the  present  being  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  1850.  He  wanted  to  know  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  what  use  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  supposed  that  retumi  of 
so  distant  a  date  could  be  to  the  Hotfaoi 
and  whether  no  means  could  be  derised  by 
which  returns  of  so  much  importance  might 
be  carried  down  to  a  more  recent  period  f 
lie  should  also  like  to  know  the  cause  of 
the  delay  that  had  thus  taken  place^  and 
whether  it  proceeded  from  a  want  of  suffi- 
cient hands  to  prepare  the  information 
that  was  in  their  possession;  and  if  so^ 
why  they  had  been  favoured  in  preferedcO 
with  a  volume  a  few  days  ago,  aboondmg 
in  information  of  a  peculiar  nature,  btrt 
not  possessing  the  importance  of  the  mat^ 
ter  to  which  he  had  alluded;  as,  fot*  \A- 
stance,  the  number  of  summoilses  israed 
against  spirit  shops  in  the  city  of  Ddblin^ 
or  the  number  and  conduct  of  ihe  tempeN 
ance  coffee  shops  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Is  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlcman  now  alluding  to  returns  fiortaished 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  ? 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said  that  he  wf&s^  diid 
he  was  glad  to  have  called  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  a  matter  connect- 
ed with  his  own  department,  of  which  he 
Had  been  ignorant.  The  volume  also  con- 
tained a  list  of  the  brothels  in  Manchester, 
while  returns  of  the  utmost  importance 
connected  with  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  country  were  withheld — the  most  re- 
cently furnished  being,  as  he  had  already 
observed,  only  down  to  the  year  1847. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  that  With 
the  exception  of  the  last  question,  the  hOd. 
Member  had  been  good  enough  to  give  him 
notice  of  the  nature  of  the  informatioti 
which  he  required.  The  first  twd  tftte^ 
tious  related  to  the  delay  which  the  non. 
Gentlcmati  alleged  had  taken  place  in  the 
returns  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  was  under  a  misapprehension  if  he  aiip- 
posod  that  any  delay  had  taken  place  this 
year  as  compared  with  preceding  jetfrs. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  had  the  curiosity 
to  ask  for  an  account  of  the  date  of  pr^ 
senting  these  returns  in  past  years,  alia  be 
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found  that  erer  since  1835  there  Was  hut 
one  y^ar  in  which  the  returns  had  not  heen 
presented  later  than  in  the  present  year. 
This  year  the  annual  summary  had  heen 
laid  on  the  tahle  on  the  11th  of  Fehruary, 
which  was  earlier  than  the  date  in  every 
other  year,  with  the  exception  of  1842, 
when  the  returns  were  made  on  the  11th 
of  February  also,  hut  they  were  then  found 
to  he  so  inaccurate  that  they  had  to  he 
withdrawn,  and  a  more  correct  return  made 
out.  He  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  this  delay  did  not  rest  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  alone.  They  had  to  wait  until 
they  receired  the  returns  from  the  different 
departments,   and  their  duty  was  to  pre- 

Eare  them  afterwards  for  the  House.  Both 
is  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
BidheqUer  and  himself  were  most  anxious 
that  as  little  delay  as  possible  should  take 
place,  and  they  had  both  written  to  the 
Bofttd  of  Customs  to  stimulate  them  to  in- 
creased haste;  and  as  an  additional  proof 
that  the  delay  had  not  taken  place  in  the 
Board  of  Ttade,  he  might  add  that  it  was 
only  on  yesterday  that  the  Excise  accounts 
had  been  forwarded  to  them.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  also  asked  why  the  digest- 
ed accounts,  which  generally  went  by  the 
Ham^  of  Mr.  Porter *s  Tables,  had  only 
reached  dowti  to  1847.  But  before  the 
dtibtistical  department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  t^as  in  existence,  these  accoutits 
wete  always  an  additional  year  in  arrear. 
Thb  statistical  department  of  the  Board  of 
TtAiie  had  succeeded  in  lessening  the  pe- 
riod rieceSsary  for  collecting  these  returns, 
which  came  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
by  otie  year.  There  was  one  department 
hi  the  rfetui-ns  which  was  called  '*  Section 
A,"  arid  related  to  finances  and  trade;  and 
thiS^  which  Was  prepared  distinct  from  the 
remftitlder,  would  be  laid  on  the  table,  he 
hdped,  within  a  fortnigbti  bringing  down 
the  r'ettirh  to  the  end  of  1848.  There  was, 
he  <i0tild  assure  the  hofi.  Gentleman,  both 
bii  th^  part  of  the  Customs  Board,  and  in 
tfetj  de|)artment  of  the  State,  every  de- 
sh^  to  furnish  these  accounts  as  early  as 
|l58Sible;  but  when  the  information  to  be 
ddlledted  was  scattered  over  the  world,  it 
iftkB  impossible  that  greater  despatch  could 
he  tscjd.  Besides,  if  the  returns  were  to 
bd  bf  riny  Value,  it  was  necessary  that 
Strict  ttCfetirflcy  shbuld  be  attended  to.  Even 
With  lil!  the  delay  that  took  place,  the 
Bodrd  of  Trade  still  found  it  very  difficult 
to  make  the  returns  perfect.  With  regard 
to  the  inisfeellaneous  returns  to  which  the 
h&iii  Oehtletnan  had  referred,  though  they 


were  comprised  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in^ 
the  general  returns,  still  it  wfts  clear  tiiat 
they  were  returns  with  the  compilation  of 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  They  referred  to  the 
statistics  of  crime  atid  police,  which  it 
would,  however,  be  admitted  it  was  veJ^* 
desirable  shotild  be  laid  before  the  HoUsej 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman,  or  any  other  hon* 
Member,  had  any  suggestion  to  offer  tend- 
ing to  lessen  the  delay  that  took  place,  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  be  most  happy  to 
give  it  the  fullest  consideration. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES— EMIGRATION. 

Mr.  SCOTT  said,  he  had  a  question  te 
ask  relating  to  a  statement  contained  m 
the  report  from  the  Select  Committee  ef 
the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Soiith 
Wales  on  Crown  lands,  dated  the  2Qd  of 
October,  1849.  That  report  stated  that  d 
gang  'of  desperate  and  hardened  ruffidnii 
had  been  sent  out  to  New  South  Wales  in 
an  emigrant  ship  in  the  course  of  last  year^ 
and  that  they  had  not  only  been  sent  out 
by  the  Government,  but  that  the  land  fund 
of  the  colony  had  been  expended  in  pay- 
ing the  cost  of  their  passage  ;  thdt  they 
had  been  received  and  escorted  on  boara 
by  police  ;  and  that  their  conduct  both  on 
board  ship  and  on  shore  had  been  mokt 
ruffianly  and  disgraceful.  They  complain- 
ed that  350^.  of  the  Colonial  Land  Fund 
had  been  expended  for  the  advantage  of 
these  ruffians,  and  they  requested  that 
that  amount  might  be  given  back  to  theili. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  representation 
contained  in  that  report  was  founded  in 
fact? 

Sir  G.  grey  had  not  seen  the  report 
of  the  Committee  to  which  the  hon;  Gen- 
tleman referred.  He  was,  however,  happy 
to  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  the  state- 
ment was  altogether  without  foundation. 
No  persons  of  the  character  described  in 
that  report  had  been  sent  out  as  colcMiidts 
either  at  the  expense  Of  the  colony  or  of 
the  Home  Government.  He  had  no  ddnbt, 
however,  that  the  circumstances  which 
had  given  rise  to  the  statement  were  these: 
— About  twelve  months  ago  the  magis- 
trates in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ash  ton 
addressed  a  communication  to  him,  re{)re^ 
senting  that  certain  married  nien  with  fii- 
milies,  who  had  given  evidence  in  the  pre- 
vious year  against  persons  who  had  be^ 
tried  for  riots  and  disturbances  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  had  been  subjected  to 
so  much  annoyance  in  consequeiice  that 
they  were  anxious  to  eidigrate^  knd  the 
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magistrates  inqnired  whether  a  free  pas- 
sage woald  he  granted  to  those  persons. 
Ho  (Sir  G.  Grey)  communicated  with  the 
Emigration  Commissioners  on  the  suhject, 
and  it  was  found  on  inquiry  that,  with  the 
exception  of  two  of  the  persons  mentioned, 
all  these  men  came  within  the  class  to 
which  the  commissioners,  applying  the  or- 
dinary rules  upon  which  they  acted  in  the 
distribution  of  the  funds  at  their  disposal, 
could  afford  assistance  to  enable  them  to 
emigrate.  These  persons  were,  therefore, 
sent  out  by  the  commissioners,  with  some 
aid  from  the  colonial  funds,  at  an  expense 
of  205L,  and  not  3oOZ.  as  had  been  as- 
sorted, lie  might  add,  that  he  had  been 
applied  to  by  magistrates  to  afford  assist- 
ance for  the  emigration  of  persons  who 
had  been  convicted  of  criminal  offences, 
on  their  release  from  prison,  with  a  view 
to  romovo  them  from  the  contaminating 
influcnco  of  their  former  associates  in  this 
country ;  but  ho  had  felt  obliged  to  reply 
to  such  requests  that  the  colonial  funds 
could  not  bo  applied  to  aid  the  emigration 
of  persons  convicted  of  crime. 

DISTRESSED    UNIONS  —  ADVANXES  AND 
REPAYMENT  OF  ADVANCES  (IRELAND). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  IIayter,  the 
IIouso  then  wont  into  Committee  on  the 
Distressed  Unions  Advances  and  Repay- 
tnent  of  Advances  (Ireland);  Mr.  Bernal 
in  the  chair. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  In  proposing  the 
Motion  which  I  shall  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee respootins:  the  Government  advances 
that  have  boon  made  of  late  vears  to  Ire- 

m 

land,  and  likewise  with  respect  to  the  pre- 
sort state  of  distress  in  unions  in  Ireland, 
I  will  endeav«>::r.  as  far  as  possible,  to 
ff^Tt  the  Cos^ciittoe  many  of  the  details 
np^a  tbo««  suVoot5  that  have  boon  laid 
before  iho  CTOkrommont,  and  will  rather 
gi»e  the  C«Bmittoe  a  general  view  of  the 
preseot  staio  of  Ireland,  and  of  our  pro- 
|«tta}s  with  refix^ct  u>  the  a4ivan^<:'S  ihat 
kave  been  luade  to   tihat  oourtrv.      A:l 

m 

dwM  vbo  are  arquair.w  «:ih  tLo  state  of 
IkIhiJ  dcriaf  ibe  la5>t  few  vfiarss.  must  bo 

t  a  obaXipe  of  the  very  creai^^t 

e  has  xalfoi  pla^e  is  the  or>7)d:Uviii 

ft  coBBtrr.      Ix  wiil  lie  rorciDort-oQ 

%  Snr  T«ian  arcc  the  oik^cq  cc  ihc 

m  «if  Ircilaxid  related  to  a  sraie  ci 

wa*,  in  maaT  r»pwTJs.  <x- 

mcQmc&olT,   and  xo  -which  d-: 

ic  "bt-  a^tpiica^ije  Vv  thf  Lk- 

Jll  •         ci]      ibe  STTBLxet  ■lt.iL' 
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were  not  sopported  by  wages;  thej  liTed 
entirely  upon  small  plots  of  potato  ground; 
and  during  great  part  of  the  year  they  suf- 
fered extreme  prifation.  At  the  same 
time  there  was  such  a  competition  for  land 
that  wo  heard,  from  year  to  year,  of  oat- 
rages  and  murders  committed  in  order  to 
obtain  land;  and  Pariiament  was  called 
upon,  from  time  to  time,  both  before  and 
since  the  Union,  to  pass  eztraordiDary 
measures  of  rigour  and  coercion,  in  order 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  crimes  which  were 
committed.  Now,  Sir,  without  entering 
into  any  question  of  the  policy  that  has 
been  adopted  of  late  years  with  respect  to 
Ireland,  1  may  say  that  the  failure  of  the 
potato  crop,  and  the  famine  by  which  that 
country  has  been  visited,  have  of  them- 
selves produced  a  change  which  I  do  not 
believe  any  legislative  measures  would  have 
effected.  In  those  districts  of  Ireland 
where  there  was  the  greatest  competition 
for  land,  that  competition  has  nearly  ceas- 
ed, and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  tenants 
is  rather  to  get  rid  of  the  land  they  h<^. 
There  has  been  an  immense  emigration; 
and  the  alteration  which  has  taken  place  is 
of  the  most  remarkable  kind.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  we  haTO 
no  longer,  to  any  considerable  extent,  thoae 
outrages  and  murden  which  were  fonneriy 
of  constant  occurrence.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  the  greatest  presauie 
upon  all  persons  of  property,  whether  land- 
lords or  tenants,  or  othera  of  the  indnatri- 
ous  classes,  in  order  to  preserre  the  fives 
of  the  people,  and  to  mitigate  the  seieiilj 
of  the  awful  calamity  by  which  Irehmd 
has  been  visited.  The  change  whidi  has 
thus  been  taking  place,  is,  in  its  main  fea- 
tures, entirely  independent  of  any  hiws 
which  the  Le^slatnre  has  enacted  or  eodU 
enact:  but  the  influence  of  the  Legisla- 
ture may  be  veir  great  in  temperii^ 
that  change — in  making  the  afflietioBS 
which  most  accompany  it  leas  giieium 
than  ;hoT  would  otherwise  be,  and  in 
i^TtivaHiiir  the  conrktrv  for  that 
which  3s  ir;CT^tal»lo,  In  so  doing,  I 
o(-:Te  :hat  tibe  ot'jiein  of  the  Le^gulaterB 
s.>.oxiid  l*e  to  arcod  two  freat 
£rs:*  that  v>f  ariowirii:  the  people,  who 
rt:<  JCir.xroT  the  p^-^tai-o  to  dejicDd  on, 
v(ho  V.aro  z)o  iDi-tiie  XDeans  than  the? 
rK>iiis]T  pM»tess«<^  of  ohi&aniing  wa^ 
k,lir>v.:.  to  TKTJsh  froze  famiDo:  and  nex^ 
-:.;t  of  iiLT^ofiiRr  <^nob  hoavr  hnrdens  idmhi 
Ir^ruo)^  tiifit  p{*.rs.iir.S'  of  propcrrr  mi^  Ve 
di-r*:>crared,  uni  thr  produor  of  the  safl 
max  be  msnficicni  to  ntssain  ^  ~^  **  * 
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tants  of  the  country.  I  will  now,  Sir,  pro- 
ceed to  state  what  I  think  bo  far  encour- 
aging, that  it  gives  me  hope  that  a  hene- 
ficial  change  is,  in  some  districts,  taking 
place.  I  have  had  hefore  me  the  reports 
of  a  numher  of  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  from  different  counties  in  Ireland; 
I  have  especially  studied  those  which  came 
from  the  more  distressed  districts;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  those  from  the  county 
of  Clare,  they  generally  hear  testimony  to 
an  increased  desire  to  cultivate  the  land, 
to  a  growing  wish  for  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  to  a  readiness  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  exei*t  themselves 
to  avert  those  evils  under  which  the  coun- 
try has  hitherto  suffered.  With  respect 
to  two  or  three  of  those  counties  of  which 
we  have  frequently  heard  as  being  the 
roost  distressed,  it  is  stated  that,  though 
there  is  much  land  that  is  untenanted,  yet 
that  there  would  not  be  any  great  difficulty 
in  securing  tenants  if  a  reduction  of  about 
25  per  cent,  or  one-fourth  of  the  rent  paid 
four  or  five  years  ago,  were  made.  There 
are  other  reports  with  regard  to  the  fish- 
eries and  other  industrial  employments, 
which  are  of  a  very  satisfactory  character, 
and  show  the  readiness  with  which  the 
people  are  exerting  themselves  to  pursue 
such  branches  of  industry.  But  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  change  that  has  taken 
place  since  the  prorogation  of  Parliament 
last  year,  has  been  the  very  great  diminu- 
tion in  the  pressure  of  the  poor-rate.  The 
House  has  heard  how  great  that  pressure 
has  been  in  former  years,  and  what  vast 
numbers  of  the  people  were  not  only  re- 
lieved, but  derived  their  sole  subsistence 
from  the  rates  levied  under  the  poor-law. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  an  account  of  the  de- 
crease of  expenditure  for  the  last  four 
months — October,  November,  December, 
and  January,  as  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding months  of  1848  and  1849.  The 
decrease  in  October  was  18,000Z.;  in  No- 
vember, 40,000Z.;  in  December,  60,000Z.; 
and  in  January,  1850,  70,000?. — making 
a  total  decrease  on  the  four  months  of 
188,000?.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of 
persons  on  the  relief  lists  receiving  out- 
door relief  is  still  more  remarkable.  On 
the  27th  of  January,  1849,  there  were 
524,284  persons  receiving  outdoor  relief; 
while  on  the  26th  of  January,  1850,  there 
were  only  118,940 — being  a  decrease  of 
405,344  persons.  It  is  right  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  there  has  been  an  increase,  but 
to  no  great  extent,  in  the  number  of  per- 
sons receiving  indoor  relief  during  the  same 


period.  I  have  various  reports  and  pri* 
vate  letters  from  inspectors  of  the  poor, 
and  others,  with  regard  to  the  causes  of 
this  decrease.  They  say  that  the  cheap- 
ness of  food  in  the  present  season,  and  the 
fact  that  the  produce  of  the  potato  was 
much  more  abundant  last  year  than  of  late 
years,  have  increased  the  means  of  the 
people  to  support  themselves,  and  have 
been  the  main  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  outdoor  relief.  But  another 
cause  to  which  this  decrease  is  generally 
attributed,  and  to  which  it  is  attributed  by 
a  person  whose  name  has  been  deservedly 
mentioned  in  this  House — I  allude  to  Colo- 
nel Clarke,  who  acted  as  poor-law  inspec- 
tor—is the  increased  vigilance  in  watching 
cases  of  imposture,  the  desire  to  carry  the 
law  into  effect  according  to  its  true  mean- 
ing and  intention,  and  the  determination  of 
all  classes,  and  especially  of  the  gentry, 
who  in  many  instances  have  not  hitherto 
attended  at  the  boards  of  guardians,  to  in- 
vestigate the  cases  of  applicants,  to  see 
that  the  relief  given  by  the  law  shall  be 
afforded  to  the  destitute,  and  to  no  others. 
I  will  now  give  the  Committee  a  compari- 
son, which  is  very  remarkable,  of  the  ex- 
penditure in  thirty  unions  in  Ireland,  which 
have  been  taken  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners as  those  which  were  generally  the 
most  distressed,  and  to  which,  therefore, 
considerable  aid  has  been  given  from  the 
votes  of  Parliament  in  former  years.  The 
cost  of  indoor  relief  in  these  thirty  unions 
was,  in  Dec.  1849,  14,982?.,  and  in  Dec. 
1848, 18,206?.,  being  a  decrease  of  3,224?. 
The  amount  of  outdoor  relief  has  decreased 
from  28,868?.  in  December,  1848,  to 
6,048?.  in  December,  1849,  being  a  de- 
crease of  22,820?.  The  decrease  in  all 
other  expenses  has  been  from  18,719?.  in 
December,  1848,  to  16,093?.  in  December, 
1849 — a  decrease  of  2,626?.;  and  the  total 
decrease  has  therefore  been  28,670?.  The 
total  number  of  persons  who  received  in- 
door  and  outdoor  relief  in  December,  1848, 
was  297,918,  and  in  December,  1849, 
147,397,  showing  a  decrease  of  150*521  • 
This  certainly  is  so  far  satisfactory,  as  it 
shows  that  there  is  an  improvement  even 
in  those  districts  which  were  considered 
the  most  distressed,  and  which  some  per- 
sons were  afraid  would  go  from  bad  to 
worse.  Now,  Sir,  among  the  opinions 
which  have  been  given  by  various  persona 
in  Ireland  from  whom  we  have  received 
reports,  there  is  none  which  is  more  pre- 
valent than  this — that  the  burdens  arising 
from  the  loans  of  former  years  now  press 
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SO  beftvilj  on  many  of  the  unions,  that, 
though  they  might  be  able  to  bear  the 
pressure  arising  from  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
they  are  not  able  at  the  same  time  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  repayments  which  ought  now 
by  law  to  be  made  upon  those  loans.  I 
will  state  what  have  been  the  loans  made 
of  late  years  in  aid  of  the  poor-law  unions 
in  Ireland.  In  1839  and  the  following  year 
the  sum  of  1,225,000^  was  advanced  for 
building  workhouses  in  Ireland.  47,0002. 
has  been  allowed  to  be  deducted  for  mis- 
management in  the  construction  of  those 
workhouses,  and  48,0002.  has  been  repaid, 
leaving  1 ,130,0002.  as  yet  unpaid.  The  next 
public  debt  of  this  kind  was  for  the  labour 
works  in  the  spring  of  1846.  The  sum  of 
476,0002.  was  then  advanced,  one-half  of 
which,  238,0002.,  was  a  free  grant,  and 
the  other  half  was  to  be  repaid  in  20  half- 
yearly  instalments,  with  interest  at  5  per 
cent.  In  the  summer  of  1846  another 
Act  was  passed,  under  which,  in  the  winter 
of  1846  and  the  spring  of  1847, 4,850,000/. 
was  advanced,  of  which  2,425,0002.  was 
remitted,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  re- 
paid in  20  equal  half-yearly  payments, 
with  interest  at  about  32.  Ss.  per  cent. 
In  the  summer  of  1847  another  amount 
was  advanced  under  the  Temporary  Relief 
Act,  sometimes  called  Burgoyne's  Act,  of 
which  only  953,0002.  was  required  to  be 
repaid,  the  remainder  having  been  remit- 
ted. That  amount  was,  however,  to  be 
repaid  immediately,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  and  no  interest  was  to 
be  charged.  By  an  Act  of  August  last 
year  an  additional  advance  for  building 
workhouses  was  authorised;  and  it  is  cal- 
culated that  a  sum  of  about  100,0002.  will 
be  advanced  under  that  Act.  The  sums 
which  are  now  due  from  Ireland  to  the 
Consolidated  Fund  are  these: — Loans  for 
building  workhouses,  1,130,0002. ;  addi- 
tional loans  now  being  made  for  the  same 
purpose,  about  100,0002,;  amount  remain- 
ing unpaid  for  relief  works  under  the  9th 
Victoria,  cap.  1,  about  158,0002.;  amount 
unpaid  under  the  9th  of  Victoria,  cap.  107, 
about  2,305,000/.  ;  advances  under  the 
Temporary  Relief  Act,  790,0002.;  making 
altogether  4,483,0  002.  By  one  of  the  Acts 
under  which  these  loans  were  made,  the 
Treasury  were  enabled  to  extend  the  re- 
payments over  a  period  of  20  years,  on  the 
application  of  the  counties  to  which  loans 
had  been  granted,  and  at  the  same  time 
power  was  given  them  of  shortening,  if 
they  saw  fit,  the  period  of  repayment. 
Under  that  Act^  six  counties  have  applied 


to  have  the  time  of  repayment  [Mrolonge^f 
and  thrjee  counties  have  applied  to  b^  i^l-i 
lowed  to  pay  off  the  whole  of  their  loa^i  in. 
a  shorter  time.  The  condition  of  t^e  Wr 
ferent  counties  is  exceedingly  yaried ;  §p4 
in  soipe  cases  the  half-yearly  p^y^i^^ts  ta^ 
so  small  th^t  it  is  more  convenient  to  thsnf^ 
to  discharge  the  debt  forthwith,  whild  in 
other  cases  the  burden  is  most  oppressive, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  tbepii 
to  obtain  a  longer  time  for  rep^jfneni. 
Now  we  propose  taking  ^he  pnnciplfi  pf 
the  Act  to  which  I  refer,  to  extend  still 
further  the  time  within  which  the  T^W^r 
ments  shall  be  made;  to  consolidate,  where 
it  is  desirable,  all  the  various  payment^, 
and  to  allow,  where  it  is  necessary,  ^  pe« 
riod  of  40  years  before  Repayment  is  re- 
quired. I  may  observe,  wiUi  regard  to  the 
former  loans,  that  the  time  allowed  for  rjs- 
payment  was  regulated  by  the  Treasury, 
in  proportion  to  the  rates  levied  in  the  dif- 
ferent unions.  For  instance,  if  the  fftte 
was  under  5s.  in  the  course  of  the  year| 
no  extension  of  time  was  granted ;  wheii  it 
was  above  5«.,  ten  years  were  allowed: 
above  8^.,  15  years;  and  ^bove  10«.,  20 
years  were  granted  on  application.  Il  is 
proposed  now  to  take  the  s^me  gpner^^ 
course.  While  some  of  the  loans  bear  in- 
terest at  a  fixed  apiount  per  cent,  there  are 
others  for  whiqh  no  interest  has  been  re- 
quired. We  propose  to  take  these  liabili- 
ties just  as  they  arc,  to  contjnup  to  require 
interest  where  the  Acts  provide  that  in- 
terest shall  be  paid,  but  not  to  make  pufr 
ties  liable  for  interest  where  they  have  beeii 
exempted  by  the  Acts.  The  Committ<»e 
will  be  aware  that  in  mapy  parts  of  Irelaijid 
these  burdens  have  been  stated  to  be  so 
large  that  it  is  difficult  to  provide  for  th^ 
current  expenses  of  administering  the  poor- 
law;  but  there  are  some  particular  unipn# 
in  which  the  burden  hiEis  been  far  more 
heavily  felt  than  in  others.  I  may  state 
what  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  would  be  the  bui:- 
dcn  in  some  unions  if  the  payments  were 
regularly  made.  In  30  unions  the  average, 
I  think,  is  from  5s,  to  Qs,  on  the  valuation, 
which,  considering  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land, is,  I  should  think,  generally  beyond 
the  actual  value;  and  in  some  cases  tbe 
amount  is  as  high  as  9^.,  without  the  pay- 
ments required  for  current  expenses.  Of 
course,  it  is  very  difficult  for  these  unions 
to  meet  such  demands;  but  there  is  ano- 
ther charge  to  which  they  are  subjected 
which  is  still  more  grievous,  and  which 
prevents  them  from  making  tbose  efforte 
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-fliich  they  pibprwise  would  make  for  tbe 
purpose  of  providing  ivorkhQuse  acpomnio- 
dation,  aii4  relieying,  according  to  the  true 
prippipjes  of  tl^e  poor-law,  those  p^r80^B 
wbp  ip^J  t>P  de$^iti|te,  without  lavishing 
money  upop  those  who  do  pot  require  aid. 
What  I  now  advert  to  is  the  amount  of 
4eh^  which  has  hcen  incurred  to  contrac- 
tors during  these  years  of  excessive  famine, 
to  furnish  supplies  of  food  and  clothing  to 
t)ie  worl^ouses,  and  who  have  not  received 
the  payment  of  those  debts,  owing  to  the 
ipability  of  these  impoverished  unions.  In 
some  oases  all  the  effects  in  the  workhouse 
have  been  seized,  and  it  has  been  with 
great  difficulty,  by  the  interference  gene- 
rally of  private  parties,  that  those  effects 
hi^VQ  been  retained;  the  unions  consenting 
to  pay  a  very  high  interest — 6  per  cent  or 
more— upop  the  value  of  the  articles  which 
they  refined.  In  no  less  than  ten  work- 
houses has  there  been  an  execution  in  con- 
sequence of  debts  due  to  contractors;  and 
ip  some  cases  the  beds  of  the  persons  in 
the  infirmary  have  been  seized.  Now,  it 
i^peiirs  to  us  that  these  difficulties  are 
ipainly  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  fa- 
mine, and  the  excessive  numbers  of  people 
who  required  relief  in  former  years;  and 
that  if  the  unions  could  be  relieved  from 
these  incumbrances  they  would  be  able  to 
hegin  afresh,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  due 
administration  of  the  poor-law.  Such  cer- 
tainly is  the  opinion  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
ipissioners  for  Ireland,  more  especially  of 
Mr.  Power,  who  has  reported  to  us  that  he 
19  of  opinion  that,  in  several  cases,  they 
would  be  able  to  hire  and  fit  up  temporary 
worjihouses,  and  that  by  the  application  of 
the  workhouse  test  those  unions  would  be 
able  very  much  to  diminish  their  expen- 
diture, but  for  these  debts  which  are 
hanging  over  them.  Such  being  the  case, 
we  think  it  advisable  to  propose  to  this 
House,  that  a  sum  should  be  added  to  the 
4,483,000^.  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned for  the  purpose  of  advances  to  be 
applied  to  the  discharge  of  these  debts — 
that  this  sum  should  be  added  to  the  whole 
sum  which  I  have  stated,  and  be  made 
repayable,  by  instalments,  in  forty  years, 
with  interest,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
remaining  part  of  the  debt.  According 
to  the  accounts  which  we  have  received, 
the  general  debts  of  the  poor-law  unions 
in  Ireland  were  diminished  between  Sep- 
tember last  and  the  end  of  December  by 
no  less  than  100,000/.;  but  the  distressed 
unionSi  of  which,  as  I  have  said,  there  are 
about  thirty,  have  not  been  able  to  make 


such  efforts  to  diminish  in  the  si^mp  pi^p- 
ner  their  amount  of  debt.  At  the  end  pf 
December  the  amount  which  they  had  tp 
pay  was  about  270,000/.  But  there  arp 
Qther  sun^s  which  are  due  froip  electoral 
divisions  tp  pther  electoral  divisions,  thpj 
having  obtained  advances  from  the  geperpj 
rates  of  the  uniop,  which  werp  levied  op 
other  electoral  divisions,  pnd  which  arp 
entered  in  the  accounts  as  due  from  th§ 
divisions.  The  Poor  Law  Commissionprii 
are  of  opinion  that  if  these  debts  could  be 
discharged,  not  only  would  the  district  hp 
placed  in  a  fpr  better  position  in  regard  fp 
carrying  on  the  administration  of  the  l^Wt 
but  in  some  cases  it  wopld  enable  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  make  thosp 
divisions  in  accordanpe  with  the  reports  c^ 
the  Boundary  Conunissioners,  which  other- 
wise they  find  of  extreme  di£$culty.  \ 
should  mention  that  there  has  been  a  di£|- 
culty  in  the  law  with  regard  to  thpt  QUb-T 
ject.  The  House  is  aware  —  espepipDy 
those  who  sat  on  the  Poor  Law  Committee 
of  last  year — that  the  Boundary  Commis^ 
sioners  prepared  a  scheme,  which  it  Wf^ 
generally  thought  it  would  be  very  expe- 
dient to  adopt,  by  which  several  pew 
unions  were  to  be  formed,  and  especially 
there  were  to  be  electoral  divisions  pf 
smaller  size;  but  there  has  beep  a  dilS' 
culty  in  carrying  that  into  effect,  Pwing  tp 
the  question  as  to  the  liability  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor  of  the  new  unions  apd  pew 
electoral  divisions  before  they  had  tin^e  tp 
collect  a  rate.  |t  is  proposed,  therefore, 
that  part  of  this  sum  should  be  applied  tp 
relieve  the  existing  liabilities,  in  order  that 
this  change  may  be  able  %q  be  parried  ipto 
effect.  I  think  thpre  are  about  ei^h$  pew 
unions  that  have  been  formed*  PPd  nine 
unions  of  which  the  boundaries  of  the 
electoral  divisions  have  been  altered;  but 
until  Parliament  shall  declare  its  opipiop 
upon  this  subject,  it  will  bp  very  difficult, 
under  the  present  law,  to  carry  thesp 
changes  into  effect.  [Mr.  H.  A.  HERBEaT  : 
What  is  to  be  the  amount  for  thjsf  ?] 
270,000/.  will  be  for  the  debts  of  the 
unions,  and  30,000/.  more  will  bp  re- 
quired for  this  purpose,  making  altogether 
300,000/.,  which,  added  to  the  4,483,000^ 
already  advanced,  will  make  the  whole  ad- 
vance amount  to  4,783,000/.  I  will  npw 
state  what  has  been  done  with  regard  tp 
the  rate  in  aid,  which  was  sanctioned  by 
Parliament  in  the  course  of  last  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  immediate  dis- 
tress. A  sum  of  250,000/.  was  albwed 
to  be  advanced  under  vmoua  Acta  of  Far^ 
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liament,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  rate  in  aid.  This  sum  was  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  urgent  distress  which 
took  place  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August,  1849.  Of  this  sum  of 
250,000^.,  150,000Z.  have  been  received 
from  the  unions,  and  paid  to  the  Paymaster 
of  Civil  Services  in  Ireland:  and  there  is 
a  further  sum  in  hand,  which  the  Treasury 
have  not  ordered  to  be  yet  entered  to  his 
account.  But  it  is  to  be  considered  that 
there  will  be  sums  required  for  purposes 
which  appear  to  us  to  come  properly  under 
the  provisions  of  the  rate  in  aid.  The 
first  of  these  is  that  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  namely,  enabling  the  guardians 
of  the  different  unions  to  support  the  poor 
who  are  receiving  relief  from  the  present 
unions  during  the  transition,  until  the  new 
unions  and  new  electoral  divisions  can  be 
rated  according  to  the  change;  that  would 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  the  poor-law.  We  like- 
wise think  it  would  be  advisable  to  apply 
part  of  this  sum,  which  would  be  other- 
wise entered  for  repayments,  to  the 
furnishing  of  temporary  workhouses,  to 
enable  the  law  to  be  better  carried  into 
effect.  And  I  must  here  say — what  cer- 
tainly is  but  restating  an  opinion  I  have 
stated  on  other  occasions,  but  which  I  have 
now  more  strongly  confirmed  than  ever — 
namely,  that  by  keeping  to  the  workhouse 
test,  and  by  applying  it  wherever  you  can, 
you  have  the  best  security  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  poor-law.  While  upon 
this  subject  I  may  also  make  what,  con- 
sidering the  numbers  in  Ireland  always 
standing  in  need  of  relief,  and  the  extreme 
poverty  of  that  country,  may  seem  a  ra- 
ther startling  statement,  with  regard  to 
the  proportion  of  the  population  relieved 
in  Ireland  and  in  England  at  the  end  of 
December  and  beginning  of  January.  I 
have  obtained  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  an  account  of  the  numbers  relieved 
in  England  and  Wales  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, and  it  appears  that  about  one  in 
fifteen  was  receiving  relief  from  poor-rates 
at  that  time;  whereas  in  Ireland,  at  the 
end  of  December,  it  appears  that  only  one 
in  twenty-seven  was  receiving  poor-law 
relief.  Now,  considering  the  two  countries, 
if  there  has  been  any  advantage  with 
respect  to  the  law,  it  is  that  those  who 
administer  the  law  in  Ireland  have  much 
greater  means  of  offering  the  workhouse 
to  those  who  apply  for  relief  than  those  in 
England.     I    think,   therefore,   that    we 


should  not  be  acting  imprudentlj,  but 
with  good  husbandry,  if  we  enable  the 
guardians  in  Ireland  to  provide  themselves 
further  with  workhouses,  and  administer 
the  poor-law  there  still  more  strictlj  than 
they  are  enabled  to  do  at  present.  As  I 
have  said,  150,000Z.  of  that  250,0001. 
have  been  repaid,  and  100,0002.  remain 
due.  There  will  be  further  rates  to  be 
made,  and,  according  to  law,  half  those 
rates  will  be  applicable  to  repayments.  I 
do  not  imagine,  as  150,000Z.  have  already 
been  repaid  in  a  year,  that  there  will 
be  any  considerable  difficulty  in  repay- 
ing the  remaining  100,0002.  It  wasealca- 
lated — it  was  considered  a  sanguine  calca- 
lation — that  the  whole  amount  of  the  rate 
in  aid  would  be  320,0002.  in  each  year; 
but  it  was  always  reckoned  that  a  consider- 
able part  of  that  sum  would  have  to  be 
levied  from  the  distressed  unions,  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  taken  away  from  those 
unions,  as  they  required  relief,  but  that  the 
money  ought  to  be  returned  to  them ;  so 
that  I  should  think  that  if  300,0002.  are 
levied  under  the  rate  in  aid,  it  will  be  fuHj 
as  much  as  can  be  expected.  As  I  said, 
150,0002.  have  been  already  repaid,  and  I 
do  not  expect  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
in  levying  that  rate,  though  we  heard  not 
a  little  at  one  time  of  the  impossibili^  of 
it.  Then,  the  proposals  I  have  to  make  to 
the  House  are — first,  that  the  general  sums 
which  have  been  advanced  to  Ireland,  be- 
ginning with  the  workhouse  loans  of  1839, 
and  going  on  to  the  advances  made  in  1846 
and  1847  and  subsequent  years,  should, 
where  it  is  desired,  and  where  the  pres- 
sure of  the  poor-law  appears  to  be  felt,  be 
converted  into  Consolidated  Annuities,  and 
be  repayable  with  interest  where  interest 
is  due,  without  interest  where  the  Act  of 
Parliament  gives  no  interest,  in  the  period 
of  forty  years.  The  next  proposal  I  have 
to  make  is,  that  300,0002.  should  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
boards  of  guardians,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  to  pay  off 
the  sums  which  are  due  for  debts  contracted 
for  food  and  clothing  of  the  poor  during 
the  years  of  distress.  I  should  not  be  jus- 
tified in  making  these  propositions  to  the 
House  if  I  was  not  of  opinion  that,  great 
and  difficult  as  the  transition  is  to  which  I 
alluded  in  the  first  sentences  I  addressed 
to  the  House,  and  great  as  has  been  the 
suffering  in  Ireland  in  past  years,  there  is 
now  a  prospect  of  Ireland,  if  these  burdens 
are  not  unduly  placed  upon  her,  being  able 
to  recover  from  that  very  great  depreBsion» 
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and  enabled  to  enter  upon  a  new  social 
state.  It  is  evident  that,  if  we  were  to 
look  to  the  state  of  society  which  existed 
from  1760  to  1845,  we  should  only  be 
looking  to  a  recurrence  of  misery  and  of 
bloodshed  to  a  people  not  having  those 
means  of  comfort  to  which  the  civilised  na- 
tions of  Europe  are  accustomed.  There 
has  been  neither  that  due  connexion  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  nor 
that  connexion  between  the  tenant  and  the 
labourer,  which  we  are  accustomed  to  see 
in  civilised  countries.  There  has  not  been 
that  expenditure  on  farm  buildings,  or 
those  outlays  which  the  landed  gentry  in 
England  and  in  Scotland  arc  accustomed 
to  make  in  compliance  with  their  arrange- 
ments with  their  tenants.  There  has  not 
been  that  regular  payment  for  labour  by 
the  farmers  to  the  labouring  men,  which 
ought  to  be  the  certain  source  of  their  sub- 
sistence. On  the  contrary,  in  the  relations 
of  various  classes  in  Ireland  everything  has 
been  disorder  and  disorganisation.  Hence 
we  heard  of  those  dreadful  crimes  which 
were  connected  with  the  occupation  of 
land.  Hence  we  heard  of  those  divisions 
of  different  classes  of  society  which  it 
seemed  beyond  the  powers  of  any  legisla- 
tion to  remedy.  That  which  is  not  for  us 
to  dispose  of  can  be  disposed  of  by  a  higher 
Power;  and  I  do  believe  that  we  are  now 
approaching  a  period  when  Ireland  may  be 
constituted  in  a  different  manner — when 
she  may  look  to  a  better  state  of  society — 
when  her  higher  classes,  her  farmers,  and 
her  labouring  poor,  may  act  in  harmony 
together  for  the  improvement  of  a  fertile 
country  and  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  a  noble  and  generous  people.  The 
noble  Lord  concluded  by  moving  that  it 
be— 

"  1.  Resolved — That  it  is  expedient  to  make 
further  provisions  for  the  repayment  of  Advances 
which  have  heen  made  or  authorised  to  he  made 
for  the  relief  of  distress  and  other  purposes,  to 
Poor  Law  Unions,  Electoral  Divisions,  Baronies, 
and  other  districts  in  Ireland. 

"  2.  Resolved — That  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  he  authorised  to  direct 
the  issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
said  United  Kingdom,  of  any  sum  not  exceeding 
300,000/.,  to  he  advanced  to  certain  distressed 
Poor  Law  Unions  and  Electoral  Divisions  in  Ire- 
land, on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
directed  by  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  of  Par- 
liament." 

On  the  Question  that  the  Chairman  re- 
port the  Resolutions  to  the  House, 

Mr.  FRENCH  complained  of  the  un- 
founded censure  endeavoured  to  be  cast  by 
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the  noble  Lord  on  the  landowners  and  land- 
holders of  Ireland  ;  and  maintained  that  in 
the  last  half-century  Ireland  had  made 
greater  progress  than  had  ever  been  done  in 
the  same  period  of  time  by  wealthy  and  pros- 
perous England.  He  told  the  noble  Lord 
to  look  to  the  unfair  treatment  Ireland  had 
ever  received  from  this  country — her  manu- 
factures prohibited,  and  her  agriculture  dis* 
couraged — and  he  would  then  find  the  root 
of  those  social  evils  of  which  he  com- 
plained. It  was  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
lay  before  the  House  any  information  as  to 
the  working  of  the  poor-law  in  Ireland  for 
the  last  twelve  months,  previous  to  making 
the  statement  they  had  just  heard,  although 
he  (Mr.  French)  was  in  a  position  to  state 
that  the  accounts  were  made  up  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1850,  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  Why  was 
this  information  withheld  ?  Were  there  in 
it  facts  which  would  militate  against  the 
impression  sought  to  be  made  on  the 
House?  Even  in  papers  furnished  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  the  night  be- 
fore, the  accounts  were  not  carried  further 
than  June.  The  present  position  of  Ire- 
land was  described  as  *'  a  favourable 
change.  *'  If  abandoned  mansions ,  levelled 
cabins,  bankrupt  shopkeepers,  ruined  land- 
lords, and  starving  people,  were  indications 
of  prosperity,  there  might  be  some  founda- 
tion for  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord. 
A  change  had  indeed  taken  place,  and  a 
fearful  one,  amongst  the  people  — from 
plenty  to  scarcity;  from  great  natural  af- 
fection to  intense  selfishness;  from  charity 
to  inhumanity:  let  the  five  hundred  ver- 
dicts of  deaths  by  starvation  in  the  last 
year  test  how  favourable  has  been  the 
change  boasted  of.  It  was  true,  as  stated 
by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  desire  to  hold 
land  was  not,  amongst  the  peasantry,  as 
great  as  it  had  been  three  years  ago. 
Why  ?  Because  it  was  not  possible  to 
work  it  at  a  profit,  owing  to  the  enactment 
of  a  law  unsuited  to  the  country,  passed  in 
defiance  of  her  representatives,  and  con- 
tinued in  opposition  to  the  declared  opin- 
ions of  every  class  of  her  people — a  law 
which  has  not  even  answered  the  selfish 
objects  of  those  who  voted  for  it  in  this 
country,  which  has  to  be  supported  by 
50,000  bayonets  at  an  expense  to  the  united 
empire  of  at  least  two  millions  annuaUy. 
Why  did  not  the  financial  reformers  look 
to  this  ?  When  Lord  Anglesey  was  Lord 
Lieutenant,  13,000  men  were  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland.     The 
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noble  Lord  stated  that  in  ilic  last  four 
months  there  had  been  a  diminution  of  ex- 
penditure, compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  the  former  year,  of  188,000?. 
That  saving  had  been  effected  since  the 
dismissal  of  the  paid  officers  of  the  Crown, 
the  vice-guardians,  and  the  merit  of  it  was 
attributable  to  the  exertions  of  the  elected 
guardians.  Why  did  not  the  noble  Lord 
toll  them  what  the  expenditure  of  the  en- 
tire year  had  been  ?  When  the  vice-guar- 
dians were  in  power,  it  was  upwards  of 
two  millions,  though  the  number  relieved  year  would  be  the  utmost  required  for  tlie 
were  fewer,  and  the  price  of  food  much  |  annual  support  of  the  poor,  and  one  millioD 
lower,  thau  in  the  prece^iing  year:  two  ■  to  repay  the  sum  expended  on  the  work* 
millions  of  money  wore  levied  on  a  rental  houses.  On  payment  of  this  amonnt  bj 
not  exooiHling  nine -millions  a  year,  in  ad- 1  Ireland,  injustice,  no  farther  claim  ought 
dition  to  a  million  and  a  half  for  grand  |  to  be  made.  That  sum  has  been  alreadj 
jury  ooss  and  labour  rate.  There  was  not  j  paiJ.  The  law  was  about  eleven  jean  in 
in  Kurope  so  heavily  taxed  a  country  as  '  operation.  Seven  millions  had  been  col* 
unfortunate  Ireland.  In  the  constitution  ;  lected.  3,330.Ck)0/.,  according  to  the  et- 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board  there  was  an  im- ;  timate  of  Mr.  Xicholls,  and  the  assaranee 
provoment.  Mr.  Power  had  brought  to  it  >  of  the  Government,  was  more  than  8u£Ei- 
courtesy  in  eonuiuuiieation:  and  he  hoanl.  '  cient  for  the  support  of  the  poor  during 


on  them,  and  applied  by  Mr.  NicboOs  in 
such  a  way  that  the  workhouses  when 
built  were  found  nearly  worthless,  and  a 
further  sum  was  necessary  to  make  them 
available  for  the  ptuposes  for  which  ihej 
were  designed.  Even  of  the  original  aumt 
Mr.  Penethom,  the  Government  Commis- 
sioner, recommended  a  considerable  deduc- 
tion to  be  made  on  the  ground  of  no  yalne 
given.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  law  was  passed,  on  the  solemn  assur- 
ance of  the  noble  Lord  that  300.0002.  a 


with  pKMsure,  that,  from  the  experience  of .  that  time,  and  there  remained 
the  last  four  months,  there  was  every  rea-  [  cf  o.7i»C«,C»C>U?.  to  set  off  agunst  the 
son  to  hope  he  would  add  to  it  economy  1 .2LV,0i»<^?.  for  building  the  houses.  Faith, 
and  etfieienoy.  The  noble  Lord  had  -rivon  however,  was  not  to  be  kept  with  them; 
some  explanation  of  the  cause  of  do'ay  in  and.  in  Ji-£ance  of  justice,  this  sum  was 
carrying  out  the  reoommendatii^ns  of  the  to  l:»e  levied  over  again  in  the  next  futj 
Boundary  Com  mission  ers.  though  soaroely  '  years.  As  to  the  2,3iH!*,(H)0/.  expended  in 
sutHeiont  in  n^card  to  those  eight  new  the  destruction  of  the  thoroughfares  of  the 
unions,  and  nine  aliere»i.  whioh  the  Bound-  eouniry,  repayment  was  also  to  be  en- 
ary  Commissioners  had  ro^vmmended.  and  forced.  4.4N^.'Xv/.  was  to  be  pud  hj 
the  poor-law  authoritie.*  had  sanctioned,  Ireland,  with  interest  at  a  hi^ier  rate  it 
lie  had  befv>ro  borne  his  testimony  to  the  1  per  cent  than  Government  {Mid,  by 
very  able  manner  in  which  Captain  Lar-  !  whieh  they  would,  for  the  next  forty  yean, 
com.  Captain  Brought  on,  and  Mr.  Craw-  derive  a  pro£i  of  I7a»vX»7.  a  yearfniiii  tbat 
ford  wore  diseharcinc  their  duties;  and  he  wast<\l  and  impoverished  countxy.  The 
trusti\l  no  further  t;:r.e  wonld  be  lost  in  c-iiV  pinion  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
carrying  thi^^  ah  oral  ions  into  effee:,  by  L:rJ  he  heard  with  satisfaction  was,  the 
whioh  the  oUvtoral  divisions  won\i  be  re-    rie.-^iss'.iv  of  ro:nra:ng  to  the  pnneipleB  of 


WAS   TO 


waste;u..v  "ineurro*i  I-v  n-.s 


t:.e  *-je::s.  rerw- 
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duoo«l  to  manageaV.e  'i:ni;s,  lie  wouii 
now  <s>mo  to  the  prolv^sa';  of  the  Vu-lic 
Lon).  mhioh,  he  regTeii<.\l  to  mv,  he  eo::- 
Mder^\l  noiiher  lilvra^,  n.r  i«si.  Tl::^  r..>.'e 
l«>ryl  pnvjV\«sl  an  adv,'.:^»v  of  r^>\'"».\^.. 
the  groaier  pan  of  wl..,-^H 
pli<si  to  the  }'kA\n'»eni  ot 
lM»ly  and 

ofteors^     Ho   throw   on    the    iT-Tsr*  ;;r.:or,s 

ibo  pa^^Tftont  of  these  »#.:;*;   debis,   ay>d 

teU  ihom  to  bo  tha^ikfo.*  thsi  he  o\t^n.^e,i 

»  pent^  of  rOjV^yr.-ior.t  over  for:v  years. 

i     t  iK>Klo  Lorvl   s:ai«v,  thflt  "1. «.*».'■,, •.'•,■'' 

Km4I  ad^'anoo.^  at  the  I'er.-r.nd  of  t:;c 

I  cowntjos  for  the  V;-/.*-,*  r.i  of  w;.rk- 

m  Ireland,    lie   Vr.  yre:v>.   r*.*  r> 

»oither  t:io  oot;rtjes  r^or  t":r 

sakcd  for  ;u  that  it  « a»  :;cooi 


the  A  ex  of  ]SS>,  and  insisting  in  erety 
ease    oc   the   worth oi^se  wsi.     This   the 

rl^r.t  h:<r..  Baronet  the  Member  for  T 

«    «     «        « 


te  fi  T^    '"- ".  >C'  r .  r.". ".  Tj  :*« '  c 


statctd  must  at  oiiee  be 

Irc'.&rJ  was  not  to  be  made  an  in* 
r.~f.ss  uf  j4airpc>nsm:  and  the 


:.4}.^e4.    rv  &ra:n 


Lord  anended  to  that  ad- 
The  hon.  Member  coa* 
cxpressjnc  his  am  pi  be 
t  one  sr  woT:'.  Tcried  hi  the  history  of 
;r  r.:. I ::•:.>  £.f  the  noble  Lord,  should 
w  :.i:;,s;  :f  i^o  irnjir&r.t  of  the  social  erils 
'.:'0*a7>a.  and  so  incLpalue  of 


^jySV.LL  cordiaUr  thanhed  Her 
\. ; .';->:  A ' f  vV ;  vc-rr.in oit  for  the  mesieie 
«:.•.:.  ihiv  i^i  iriroaziM^  for  without 
yor.>o  sjkI  i  LartmcLi  it  woBid  be 
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ble  to  get  purchasers  for  land,  or  tenants 
for  farms.  He  differed  from  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Roscommon  in  considering 
the  proposition  was  not  liberal.  But  there 
was  one  point  of  considerable  importance 
with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  a  recur- 
rence of  the  present  state  of  things,  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  alluded,  and  which 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  impressing  on 


House — namely,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
inserting  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be 
framed,  clauses  prohibiting  any  board  of 
guardians  from  making  any  contracts  for 
proyisions  accompanied  by  penalties.  He 
knew  there  was  always  a  difficulty  in  get- 
ting the  House  to  listen  to  a  statement  of 
an  individual  union,  but  he  would  beg  to 


on  the  part  of  the  House,  he  could  not 
give  his  assent  to  resolutions  such  as  those 
the  noble  Lord  had  submitted.  They  had 
all  heard  of  the  distress  amongst  our  agri« 
cultural  population,  but  not  even  an  ex* 
pression  of  sympathy  could  be  afforded  for 
them,  while  large  advances  of  money  were 
made  to  relieve  the  poverty  of  Ireland. 
When  the  Bill  founded  on  these  resolutions 


the  attention  of  the  Government  and  the   came  before  the  House,  he  hoped  he  should 


be  supported  in  opposing  it.  Ho  objected 
to  the  proposition  altogether.  What  se- 
curity was  there  that  the  money  would 
ever  be  repaid  ?  Forty  years !  why,  they 
would  be  all  at  peace  and  quiet  before 
that. 

Mr.    p.    SCROPE    looked    upon    the 
measure  as  a  great   indulgence  to  those 


state  the  case  of  the  union  of  Newcastle,  unions  which  were  indebted  in  large  sums 
in  the  county  of  Limerick,  which  he  was  of  money  and  were  unable  to  pay.  But  the 
sure  would  astonish  every  English  Mem-  people  of  England  had  some  interest  in  the 
her.  In  May  last  that  union  was  under  matter,  and  if  the  time  for  the  repayment 
the  control  of  vice-guardians.  On  the  14th  of  these  loans,  which  amounted  to  nearly 
of  May,  the  officers  of  the  commission  be- 1  5,000,000^.,  were  extended  over  forty  in- 
ing  present,  they  entered  into  a  contract  stead  of  twenty  years,  they  had  a  right  to 
by  which,  when  the  new  board  came  into  know  that  the  poor-law  should  for  the 
office  on  the  1st  of  November,  they  found  |  future  be  as  fairly  carried  out  in  Ireland  as 
the  union  was  involved  in  a  debt  of  8,1502.,  j  it  was  in  England.  At  present  there  were 
and  the  union  were  to  be  called  upon  to  very  great  complaints  of  the  burden  of  the 
pay  this  at  2,0002.  a  year.   The  Poor  Law   poor-rates  in  Ireland;  but  the  noble  Lord 


Commissioners,  on  being  appealed  to,  said, 
that  in  affairs  of  contracts  they  could  exer- 
cise no  control.     He  thought  it  essential, 


had  told  the  House  that  during  the  last 
year  of  distress  the  number  of  paupers 
amounted  in  that  country  only  to  1  in  27 


in  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  '  of  the  population,  while  in  England  and 


evil,  that  clauses  should  be  inserted  pro- 
hibiting any  boards,  under  any  circum- 
stances, from  entering  upon  any  contracts 
cariying  with  them  penalties. 

The  Earl  of  ARUNDEL  and  SURREY 
would  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  the  poor  re- 
ceiving outdoor  relief,  had  not  been  effected 
in  such  a  manner  as  he  had  been  informed 
it  had  been  in  the  union  of  Kilrush.  He 
was  credibly  informed  that  numbers  of  the 
wretched  people  had  come  a  great  dis- 
tance, some  eighteen  or  twenty  miles,  to 
have  their  cases  investigated  at  the  work- 
house, and  were  obliged  to  return  without 
having  them  investigated.  If  the  Govern- 
ment found,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  guar- 
dians in  that  district  did  not  do  their  duty, 
they  should  establish  vice-guardians  to 
afford  some  chance  to  the  remnant  of  the 
people  of  escaping  from  perishing. 

Colonel  SIBTHORP  felt  as  much  for 
the  Irish  poor  as  any  man;  but  when  he 
saw  increasing  distress  in  this  country, 
arising  from  want  of  due  consideration  on 
the  part  of  Ministers,  and  want  of  purpose 


Wales  it  was  1  in  15,  therefore  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  the  pressure  was 
greater  in  England  than  in  Ireland.  He 
much  feared  that  the  late  reduction  in  the 
number  of  persons  relieved,  and  in  the 
amount  of  poor-rate  levied,  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Lord,  arose  from  a  denial  of  relief, 
rather  than  from  any  actual  diminution  in 
the  amount  of  pauperism.  This  was  a 
matter  in  which  the  people  of  England 
were  deeply  interested,  for  if  the  Irish  des* 
titute  poor  were  refused  relief  at  home,  they 
must  come  over  here  and  help  to  take  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  our  own  people, 
or  commit  crime  and  be  transported  at  the 
public  charge.  In  Ireland  the  charge  for 
relief  was  about  id.  a  day  for  each  pauper, 
while  in  England  it  was  28,  a  week,  and 
even  that  paltry  amount  of  help  had,  he 
believed,  been  in  many  cases  altogether  re- 
fused. The  Government  accounts  only 
came  down  to  April  last;  but  from  infor- 
mation he  had  received  to  a  recent  period, 
he  understood  that  in  many  unions  great 
reductions  had  been  made  in  the  expendi- 
ture for  relief  by  means  which  appeared  to 
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him  unwarrantable.  In  some  unions,  as 
Kilrush,  Westport,  Iniiistlmon,  and  Scarriff, 
he  was  informed  10,000  or  12,000  persons 
had  been  struck  off  the  relief  list,  and  per- 
sons who  had  been  refused  relief  out  of  doors, 
on  applying  to  be  received  into  the  work- 
house, had  been  denied  and  sent  home  a 
distance  in  some  cases  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles,  without  food  or  assistance  of 
any  kind.  In  Kil'rush,  outdoor  relief  had 
been  stopped,  and  the  food  from  within  the 
workhouse  was  not  according  to  the  dietary 
sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  but  con- 
sisted principally  of  turnips,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was  that  dysentery  had 
set  in,  and  the  deaths  had  increased  in  the 
six  weeks  ending  February  2nd,  from  15 
to  140.  He  had  received  accounts  from 
other  unions  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
diet,  and  the  filth  and  demoralisation 
which  the  paupers  in  the  workhouses  were 
subject  to.  If  the  noble  Lord  meant  to 
limit  the  relief  to  the  workhouses,  let  him 
take  care  that  the  workhouses  were  pro- 
perly conducted.  But  to  limit  the  relief  to 
the  workhouses,  was  not  treating  England 
fairly.  In  England  the  proportion  receiving 
outdoor-relief  was  six-sevenths  of  the 
whole;  and  why  should  the  law  be  carried 
out  differently  in  Ireland  ?  He  was  not  now 
speaking  of  the  ablebodied  poor,  but  the 
sick  and  the  impotent,  and  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  be  relieved  out  of 
the  House  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  this 
country.  He  had  no  objection  to  offer  to 
the  financial  part  of  the  scheme,  but  he 
entreated  the  noble  Lord  to  see  that  the 
poor-law  was  carried  out  in  Ireland  in  the 
same  spirit  of  fairness,  justice,  humanity, 
and  righteousness  befitting  a  Christian 
people  as  in  England. 

Mr.  CLEMENTS  thought  every  Mem- 
her  connected  with  Ireland  ought  to  feel 
grateful  to  the  noble  Lord  and  his  Govern- 
ment for  the  proposition  of  setting  the 
unions  on  their  legs  again,  and  relieving 
them  from  the  fear  of  the  sheriff's  officers. 
One  of  the  great  difficulties  incurred  in  the 
western  unions  arose  from  the  enormous 
extent  of  business  imposed  on  the  board  of 
guardians  by  reason  of  the  great  size  of 
the  unions.  One  union  comprised  178,000 
acres.  How  was  it  possible  that  any  board 
of  guardians  could  satisfactorily  administer 
the  affairs  of  so  extensive  a  union  ?  It 
was  four  times  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
union  in  England,  and  twice  the  average 
size  of  Irish  unions.  The  boundary  com- 
missioners recommended  the  forn/ation  of 
fifty  now  unions.     The  noble  Lord  said 


he  was  not  prepared  to  cany  out  that  re- 
commendation to  its  full  extent,  and  thai 
there  were  not  means  at  present  for  form- 
ing more  than  eight  or  ten.  He  (Mr.  Cle- 
ments) hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  recon- 
sider the  subject,  and  make  some  arrange- 
ments for  forming  new  unions  and  giving 
increased  accommodation  to  the  poor. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord,  but 
to  express  his  regret  that  it  had  not  been 
carried  further.  It  was  well  known  that 
there  were  largo  tracts  of  land  in  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland,  lying  in  a  state 
of  non-cultivation  owing  to  arrears  of  rates. 
The  consequence  of  no  rates  being  collect- 
ed on  these  lands  was,  to  augment  the 
rates  on  the  others.  Now  he  thought  that 
if  these  arrears  of  rates  were  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  arrears  of  insolvent 
unions,  and  loans  were  made,  to  be  repaid 
in  the  same  manner  as  by  such  unions,  the 
effect  would  be  that  large  portions  of  land 
now  lying  waste  would  be  put  into  cultiva- 
tion, and  a  considerable  amount  of  labour 
employed  on  them. 

Sir  H.  WILLOUGHBY  said,  he  wished 
to  guard  himself  against  being  pledged  to 
the  principle  of  the  measure  to  be  intro- 
duced, because  he  had  assented  to  the  re- 
solutions. He  apprehended  that  there  was 
a  debt  of  4,783,000^.  Did  the  noble  Lord 
mean  to  convert  the  sum  of  300,0001., 
which  was  included  in  the  large  amount 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  into  Conso- 
lidated Annuities  ?  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther that  principle  was  to  apply  to  the 
300,0002.  It  was  not  indeed  without  some 
misgivings  that  he  gave  his  assent  to  the 
resolution,  because  the  House  would  recol- 
lect that  this  4,783,0002.  was  borrowed 
money  of  the  united  kingdom;  it  was  made 
a  loan  of  nearly  eight  or  nine  millions,  of 
which  this  four  millions  constituted  a  part. 
He  objected  to  lending  out  this  money  for 
so  long  a  period  as  forty  years. 

Mr.  GRATTAN  said,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  Ireland  had  been  born  for  a  better 
state  of  things  than  that  of  being  beggar, 
and  that  Providence  never  intended  she 
should  be  the  recipient  of  alms.  She  had 
got  a  fine  cHmate,  an  excellent  soil,  a 
hardy  people,  the  finest  harbours  in  the 
world,  and  honesty  in  dealing,  and  morality 
at  bottom.  And,  yet,  with  all  these  bene- 
fits and  blessings  conferred  upon  her,  she 
was  now  at  the  door  of  England  begging 
for  bread.  He  despised  the  situation.  An 
able  writer  had  said,  '*  The  first  founda- 
tion of  friendship  is  not  the  power  of  con- 
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ferring  benefits,  but  tbe  equality  witb 
which  they  are  received  and  may  be  re- 
turned." He  thanked  the  noble  Lord  for 
having  given  benefits,  but  the  means  of  re- 
turning them  to  English  gentlemen  he  was 
at  some  loss  to  discover.  He  should  not 
act  the  part  of  a  dishonest  man  by  saying 
otherwise;  but  if  he  believed  he  could  re- 
pay the  hon.  and  gallant  Colonel  who  had 
already  spoken,  then,  indeed,  he  would 
have  the  honesty  to  say  that  that  hon. 
Gentleman  or  his  heirs  might  expect  to  be 
paid.  The  question  was,  whether  England 
was  to  go  on  eternally  giving  to  Ireland  ? 
What  did  the  noble  Lord  propose?  If  he 
(Mr.  Grattan)  were  an  English  gentleman, 
he  certainly  would  not  trust  the  noble  Lord 
upon  Irish  subjects,  because  he  had  given 
expression  to  sanguine  hopes  of  the  Irish 
people  becoming  great,  prosperous,  and 
happy.  But  these  were  mere  words.  The 
facts  were  against  the  noble  Lord,  and 
against  his  fine  statements.  Her  people 
were  flying  away,  and  her  gentry  were  re- 
duced; and  he,  for  one,  would  never  sub- 
mit to  the  continuance  of  such  a  state  of 
things.  The  fact  was,  Ireland  did  not 
want  English  money — she  did  not  require 
British  gold,  provided  the  landlords  and 
tenants  of  the  country  did  their  duty. 
There  was  a  great  mistake  in  the  noble 
Lord  supposing  that  he  was  granting 
money  from  the  English  Treasury  to  Irish- 
men exclusively,  because  there  was  a  large 
number  of  English  proprietors  of  land  in 
the  sister  country,  including  marquesses 
and  others  of  note.  The  truth  was,  that 
England  had  now  been  in  possession  of 
Ireland  for  400  years,  and  she  had  ruined 
it.  Let  her,  then,  take  back  her  money, 
for  money  was,  at  the  best,  a  dirty  thing, 
and  seldom  did  any  good;  besides,  there 
were  means  of  getting  through  life  without 
having  your  hand  always  in  your  breeches 
pocket.  The  noble  Lord  had  said,  **  I 
will  give  the  Irish  300,000?.,  and  do  you, 
English  Members,  be  quiet;  and  do  you, 
Irish  boys,  hold  your  tongues,  and  the 
thing  will  pass."  It  would  not  pass.  He 
(Mr.  Grattan)  warned  them  that  Ireland 
would  be  the  means  of  unfortunately  pull- 
ing England  down,  unless  they  took  timely 
care.  How  could  they  bear  the  constant 
drain  of  the  sister  country  ?  The  people 
were  fast  leaving  that  country.  During 
the  last  year  alone  200,000  persons  had 
emigrated  from  her  shores.  There  was  no 
plan  now  proposed  to  check  existing  evils 
but  a  loan  of  money,  but  money  would  not 
bring  back  the  gentry.     The  gentry  were 


I  flying  away;  the  land  was  deserted;  there 
was  no  society  to  be  had;  the  castle  was 
the  only  place  were  there  was  any  society; 
all  the  rest  of  the  people  were  paupers; 
and  the  country  would  soon  be  a  sheep- 
wnlk,  and  there  would  be  nobody  left  in  it 
but  a  parcel  of  poor  freize-coated  men. 
If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  removed,  the 
last  remnant  of  respectability  would  have 
departed  from  the  land.  The  Protestants 
were  fast  leaving.  It  was  difficult  for  him 
(Mr.  Grattan)  to  induce  his  Protestants  to 
remain.  If  it  were  intended  to  depeople 
the  country,  he  hoped  England  would  not 
take  away  the  morals  of  the  men  and  the 
virtues  of  the  women  of  Ireland.  He  saw 
nothing  but  a  continuance  of  peplexity  and 
distress.  Ireland  was  still,  as  she  had 
ever  been,  the  great  difiSculty  in  the  way 
of  English  statesmen.  He  did  not  see  how 
they  were  to  get  rid  of  it.  He  thought 
they  might  have  got  out  of  it  by  never 
getting  into  it.  It  had  been  sometimes 
asked  why  the  Irish  Members  were  so  fond 
of  protection.  The  answer  was,  because 
the  Irish  had  nothing  to  protect.  That 
was  the  reason  they  were  all  protectionists 
now.  Protect,  indeed !  Had  they  acted, 
as  Sheridan  would  have  had  them  act,  they 
might  have  had  something  to  protect,  for 
his  words  were,  they  ought  to  have  waded 
knee  deep  in  blood.  But  as  for  the  dirty 
shilling  that  was  now  offered,  or  the  barrel 
of  wheat,  or  oats,  he  would  never  take 
it.  The  free-traders  might  rest  assured 
that  he  would  never  go  for  the  pound 
of  tea  or  sugar  now  going  to  be  doled 
out.  Had  the  Irish  held  their  position, 
as  Wellington  did  at  Torres  Vedras,  they 
would  have  had  much  to  protect.  He 
might  himself  be  a  simple  man,  but  he 
believed  in  his  soul  that  England  would 
never  again  get  so  good  an  arrangement 
as  was  made  in  Ireland  in  1782;  and  she 
knew  it.  He  was  doubtful  whether  he 
ought  upon  this  point  to  speak  in  terms  of 
debasement  or  indignation;  but  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  tell  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  was,  that  Ireland  had  been  given  up 
to  England  in  the  year  1800  in  a  whole- 
some state.  The  Catholics  were  not  then 
corrupted,  neither  were  the  Protestants 
disloyal.  There  was  a  bad  set  of  men  in 
Belfast  certainly,  but  the  spirit  of  Ireland 
at  that  period  was  not  anti-English,  and 
might  have  continued  so,  were  it  not  for 
the  shameful  atrocities  then  committed  of 
flogging  the  people.  Her  exports  and  im- 
ports had  been  increasing,  and  her  gentry 
were  prosperous.     See  her  situation  now. 
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Were  they  willing  to  keep  the  country  in 
a  state  of  beggary  and  starvation,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  hold  an  army  there  of 
50,000  men  ?  England  wanted  men  like 
Chatham,  Burke,  and  Fox  at  present,  and 
Buch  men  there  were  if  the  English  intel- 
lect had  not  dwarfed  of  late  years;  she 
wanted  those  who  would  bind  Ireland  to 
her  with  an  adamantine  chain,  and  give 
the  sister  country  liberty,  and  life,  and 
action.  It  was  full  time  that  something 
should  be  done  to  rescue  Ireland  if  possible 
from  the  wretched  condition  to  which  she 
bad  been  reduced.  Her  power,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  were  gone.  There  was  no 
sign  or  symptom  of  them  now  remaining. 
De  non  apparentibtis  et  non  existentibus 
eadem  est  ratio.  Let  the  House  bear  in 
mind  that  the  exact  amount  of  the  revenue 
of  Ireland  was  398,000^.,  while  the  reve- 
nue of  the  absentees  came  to  4,000,0002. 
He  thought  the  Irish  Members  had  not 
been  of  the  least  use  last  Session — that 
they  could  do  no  good  this  Session — and 
that  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  with 
them  would  be  to  get  them  to  sign  a  docu- 
ment that  they  would  remain  attached  to 
England,  and  work  for  their  country.  Much 
had  been  said  from  time  to  time  respect- 
inff  bad  landlords  in  Ireland;  but,  in  his 
opmion,  the  bad  landlords  were  those  who 
deserted  their  duty,  and  who,  when  a  shot 
was  fired  from  behind  a  hedge,  ran  away, 
and  left  the  other  Irish  proprietors  to  take 
their  chance.  He  had  found  that  to  be 
the  case.  The  English  Minister  ought  to 
open  his  eyes,  and  see  whafwas  passing 
around  him.  Fas  est  et  ah  hoste  doceru 
Why  did  he  not  read  the  debates  in  the 
French  Legislative  Chamber,  and  pay  at- 
tention to  the  contemptuous  observation 
made  by  the  French  orator  a  few  days 
since,  who  exclaimed,  **  Grace  a  Dieu,  la 
France  nest  pas  encore  ahimke  dans  la 
misire  comme  VIrlande,''  What  a  disgrace 
to  England  it  was  that  a  country  which 
had  been  for  so  many  years  under  her  ex- 
clusive management  should  be  in  a  state  of 
prostration  which  made  her  a  by- word  and 
a  term  of  reproach  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Then  again,  supposing  Ireland  to 
be  depopulated,  how  would  England  be 
able  to  recruit  her  regiments  ?  Would  she 
go  to  Manchester  for  men  ?  No.  There 
would,  however,  be  no  use  in  her  going  to 
Ireland,  for  the  only  parties  who  were  now 
living  in  that  country  were  the  policeman, 
the  soldier,  the  person  who  received  money 
£  Government,  and  the  gaoler.  This 
.  the  state  of  things  which  existed 


when  Chatham  spoke,  and  Pitt  planned, 
and  Fox  charmed,  and  Sheridan  prophe- 
sied. Let  England,  then,  fall  back  on  Ire- 
land, and  stand  by  her.  Yet  there  never 
was  a  time  when  Ireland  was  in  danger 
that  she  had  not  been  abandoned.  She 
had  been  abandoned  in  the  time  of  Charles, 
and  again  in  1776,  1781,  end  1782.  The 
policy  now  was  to  give  her  300,000  half- 
pence. Such  a  policy  would  break  her 
down,  dispel  her  hopes,  destroy  her  happi* 
ness,  her  political  happiness,  and  her  finan* 
cial  happiness,  if  there  was  any  happiness 
in  that.  Disease,  famine,  and  death  were 
still  rife  in  the  country.  The  sum  of 
200,0002.  had  been  expended  last  year  on 
cases  of  sickness  and  death.  Where  was 
this  to  end  ?  He  called  upon  the  House  to 
stand  by  Ireland,  and,  if  they  were  to  tell 
up  men,  to  sell  up  those  who  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  ruin.  He  believed  that  Eng- 
land could  not  stand  the  shocks  she  might 
receive  from  other  countries  if  she  had  Ire- 
land like  a  log  around  her  neck;  and  there- 
fore it  was  high  time  to  remove  the  loff, 
and  to  legislate  in  a  spirit  of  justice  towards 
the  country.  There  were  no  such  things 
as  comfort  and  happiness  in  Ireland  now. 
No  man  could  return  to  his  home  with 
other  feelings  than  those  of  sorrow  and 
anguish,  for  everything  that  met  his  gate 
filled  him  with  dismay,  and  tended  to  sad- 
den and  dishearten  him.  He  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  Motion  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  introduced;  but  he  would  be  delighted 
to  see  some  measure  of  a  comprehensive 
and  truly  statesmanlike  character  brought 
in  for  the  permanent  advantage  of  Ireland. 
Viscount  BERNARD  thought  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  if  the  number  of  in* 
stalments  were  increased,  so  as  to  lighten 
the  pressure  upon  the  unions  generally. 
He  thanked  the  noble  Lord  for  the  mea- 
sure of  relief  which  he  proposed  to  give  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
had  that  evening  given  them  a  great  boon, 
and  he  had  enhanced  its  value  by  the  pe- 
riod at  which  he  had  brought  it  forwm. 
He  (Lord  Bernard)  had  for  a  considerable 
time  been  the  chairman  of  a  board  of  guar- 
dians. He  knew  the  working  of  tlie  poor- 
law;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  so  long  as  a  union  was  in  debt,  it 
could  not  advantageously  manage  the  ex* 
pcnses  of  its  poor.  With  respect  to  the 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  generaUy,  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  they  began  to  see  the 
necessity  of  attending  more  closely  to  busi- 
ness than  heretofore.  He  wished  to  add, 
that  he  hoped  the  present  would  prove 
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a  great  encouragement  to  the  people  of 
Ireland. 

Mb.  bright  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  ohserrations  before  the  debate  on  this 
subject  was  disposed  of.  He  thought  the 
speech  made  bj  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  to  some  extent  satisfac- 
tory, inasmuch  as  it  showed,  what  he  (Mr. 
Bright)  believed  to  be  the  fact,  that  in 
some  parts  of  Ireland  there  was  some 
improvement  visible  from  the  disastrous 
condition  of  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
He  could  comprehend  the  kind  of  claim 
wbich  hon.  Members  thought  they  had  for 
the  300,0002.,  to  pay  off  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  certain  of  the  most  distressed 
unions,  for  he  had  received  letters  from 
those  unions,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  very  furniture  belonging  to  the  union- 
houses  had  been  put  up  for  sale  by  the 
creditors,  and  the  guardians  had  been  put 
to  the  utmost  extremity  as  to  how  they 
were  to  keep  the  people  alive  from  one  day 
to  another.  But  there  appeared  to  be  this 
point  of  weakness  in  the  noble  Lord*s  case. 
He  (Mr.  Bright)  did  not  think  the  noble 
Lord  had  sufficiently  explained  to  the  House 
why  there  happened  to  be  a  considerable 
arrear  of  rates  in  many  of  the  most  dis- 
tressed unions.  The  House  could  easily 
understand  how  it  would  be  difficult,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  collect  from  many  of 
the  ratepayers;  but  when  he  was  in  Ire- 
land, some  three  or  four  months  ago,  be 
took  the  trouble  to  make  certain  inquiries, 
in  two  of  the  unions  at  least,  and  he  found 
that  in  those  unions  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  money  which  was  in  arrear  of  the 
rate  owing  to  the  guardians,  was  owing, 
not  by  the  occupiers,  but  by  the  owners,  of 
land  in  those  unions.  Now  he  was  per- 
suaded that  there  was  not  always  a  strict 
impartiality  shown  by  the  authorities  in 
these  unions,  in  the  collection  of  the  rates. 
It  might  be,  to  some  extent,  the  fault  of 
the  law  if  this  was  the  case;  but  he  was 
quite  sure  from  what  he  had  heard,  that  if 
oocupiers  had  any  property  whatever,  that 
property  was  distrained  for  the  payment  of 
the  rate  in  a  multiplicity  of  cases,  while  the 
owners  of  the  soil  were  allowed  to  go  free 
on  account  of  the  exceeding  difficulty  under 
the  present  state  of  tho  law,  whicb  the 
guardians  met  with  in  enforcing  payment 
from  them.  Ifthe  House  would  permit,  he 
woiikl  read  one  or  two  notes  that  he  made 
while  he  was  in  Ireland,  and  he  thought 
when  Government  proposed  that  advances 
•hould  be  made  from  the  public  taxes,  they 
bound  to  show  that  everything  had 


been  done  which  could  be  done  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  rate.  He  would  not 
mention  the  unions,  because  it  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  individuals 
whom  he  did  not  wish  to  expose;  but  if 
any  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  know,  he 
would  give  him  all  the  particulars  in  pri- 
vate. He  learned  that  in  one  union  more 
than  half  the  magistrates  were  defaulters 
in  respect  of  the  poor-rate.  Now,  he  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  magistrates  were 
themselves  owners  of  land.  Then  he  found 
that  both  the  Members  for  the  county  were 
defaulters  in  the  payment  of  their  poor- 
rate.  He  was  told,  on  what  he  believed 
to  be  good  authority,  that  one  Member  of 
the  county  had  made  over  to  one  of  his  re- 
latives, he  believed  to  his  mother,  the  chat- 
tels which  were  in  his  house,  so  that  the 
poor-law  guardians  could  not  take  them  for 
the  rates.  He  found  that  another  gentle- 
man, a  magistrate,  who  had  a  large  house 
and  a  park,  had  no  chattel  property,  for 
it  had  recently  been  sold  by  auction  and 
bought  in  by  one  of  his  brothers.  He 
found  that  another  gentleman — a  magis- 
trate, and  a  leading  man  in  the  union — 
had  transferred  his  stock  to  his  son,  and 
that  his  sheep  had  his  son's  brand  on  them; 
that  they  summoned  him  for  the  poor-rate^ 
and  that  the  magistrates  dismissed  the 
case,  and  that  a  representation  had  been 
made  to  the  Castle,  but  no  notice  had  been 
taken  of  it.  He  found  that  another  gen- 
tleman— a  magistrate — sat  on  the  bench 
in  his  own  case,  and  that  the  case  was  dis- 
missed, as  might  have  been  expected,  and 
that  this  was  also  represented  to  the  Castle; 
and  that  one  gentleman  travelled  a  great 
many  miles  to  attend  the  sessions,  at  which 
he  was  not  accustomed  to  attend,  and  sat 
on  the  bench  and  helped  his  friend  there 
to  baffle  the  poor-law,  and  that  that  friend 
came  back  and  helped  him,  and  that  the 
guardians  find  it  almost  impossible  to  col- 
lect the  rates.  On  looking  over  the  list  of 
arrears  in  this  union,  he  found  this  obser- 
vation : — 

"  William  Burke,  cwjcupier  of  nineteen  English 
acres.  This  man  is  wretchedly  poor,  but  his  land 
is  well  tilled,  he  and  his  family  have  been  in  the 
fever,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  pay." 

He  learned  from  the  most  undoubted  au- 
thority, that  wherever  there  was  property 
belonging  to  the  occupier,  that  property 
was  invariably  seized  for  the  rate  when  pay- 
ment was  not  made;  but  where  the  rates 
were  due  from  the  owner  of  the  land,  the 
difficulty  of  the  law  was  ahnoai  insur- 
mountable.    First  of  ally  the  case  went 
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whole  fum  of  money  that  might  be  conm- 
sidered  uncollected  arrears  of  the  last  rate, 
only  amounted  to  207,000^     This  collec- 
tion of  96  per  cent  out  of  7,000,0002.  was 
perfectly  sufficient  to  show  that  no  reason- 
able effort  had  been  neglected  to  collect 
the  rate,  and  that  the  collection  of  the 
rate  had  been  close  and  successful.     With 
regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick,   he  was  not  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Member  and  the  board  of 
guardians  for  the  Newcastle  union  should 
express  their  surprise  and  dissatisfaction 
at  the  contracts  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  alluded;  but  he  (Sir  W.  Somer- 
Tille)  denied  that  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners were  answerable  for  such  a  state 
of  things.     In  the  case  of  the  Listowcl 
union,  the  opinion  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners was  asked  before  entering  into 
these  contracts;  but  that  was  not  the  case 
in  the  Newcastle  union,  and  he  doubted 
whether  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  had 
a  right  to  interfere  when  the  contracts  had 
once  been  made.    He  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  proposition  made  to-night  by  the  Go- 
Temment  had  been  receircd  with    great 
fsTonr  on  the  part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  con- 
nected with  Ireland,  and  by  most  of  the 
hon.    Members  who    had    addressed   the 
House.     It  seemed,  indeed,  as  if  we  had 
arriTcd  at  a  state  of  thmgs  when  some 
hope  was  held  out,  and  when  there  ap- 
peared a  fair  prospect,  that  we  had  seen 
the  worst  of  the  unfortunate  crisis  which 
Ireland  had  passed   through.     The   hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Portarlington  was 
correct  in  stating  that,  if  you   took  the 
financial  year  of  1849,  and  compared  it 
with  that  of  1848,  the  financial  year  of 
1849  was  the  most  expensiye  ;  but  since 
that  time  there  had  been  a  considerable 
improTcment  in  the  state  of  things.     The 
diminution  in  the  expenditure,  since  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  had  been  very  marked  and 
increasing,  until  it  had  amounted,  in  Janu- 
ary last,  to  a  sum  which  exhibited  a  dimi- 
nution of  70,000/.  as  compared  with  the 
expenditure  in  January  of  the  last  year. 
This  was   Teiy  satisfactory.      The   noble 
Earl   the   Member  for  Arandel   had   ex- 
pressed his  fears  that   the  diminution  of 
rr-law  expenditure  had  been  occasioned 
the  maladministration  of  the  lair,  and 
had  mentioned  the   case  of  the   Kilrush 
union.     Inquiry  should  be  made  into  this 
efaarge,   and,    without    pronouncing    any 
opinion    respecting    the    conduct    of  the 
paiiiat  who  administered  the  poor-law  iu 
that  onion,  he  would  say  that  if  it  were 


true  that  a  number  of  mifortiuuite  poraoos 
had  attended  before  the  board  of  gnardinna 
of  the  Kilrush  union,  and  had  not  lied  their 
cases  iuTostigated,  the  law  had  not  beea 
properly  administered  in  that  union.  He 
confidently  hoped  that  if  the  House  aliovld 
sanction  this  advance  of  money  for  tlie 
purpose  of  relieying  the  most  diatrcaeed 
unions  in  Ireland  from  these  debts  whieh 
had  crippled  their  energies,  they  would  be 
doing  more  to  help  the  people  of  Ireland 
than  by  any  other  meana.  He  wna  noi 
without  hope  that  the  time  was  not  distant 
when  these  unions  would  be  aelf-eupport- 
ing,  and,  when  returning  prosperity,  nnd  a 
better  state  of  things  in  Ireland*  would 
preyent  the  necessity  for  further  naaist- 
ance  from  that  House  for  the  unions  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  MONSELL,  in  explanation,  said,  as 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  the  Gommissionera  were  not 
responsible  for  tho  contracts,  b^^ged  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  poor- 
law  inspector,  Mr.  Lynch,  was  present  at 
the  time,  and  that  there  waa  also  a  tempo- 
rary inspector  there.  If  they  were  not 
aware  of  it,  it  was  the  fsnlt  of  their  own 
officers;  and  if  they  had  been  aware  of  it» 
and  they  could  hare  proTonted  the  contract 
from  being  made,  he  could  hardly  doubt 
thev  would  hare  done  so. 

Mr.  GROGAN  said,  he  thought  m  ML 
and  satisfactory  answer  had  been  giTen  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  and  he 
hoped  that  when  the  hon.  Member  next 
undertook  to  lecture  the  owners  and  ooeu* 
piers  of  land  in  Ireland,  he  would  think  of 
the  full  and  crushing  reply  he  had  had 
upon  this  occasion.  He  truated  the  hen. 
Gentleman  would  also  come  to  the  oonein* 
sion  that  a  short  tour  of  two  or  three 
months  could  not  qualify  any  man,  how- 
ever able  he  might  be,  to  put  himself  in 
the  position  of  a  philosophical  lecturer.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  bore  in  mind  that  the 
proprietors  who  refused  the  ofiPera  whieh 
had  been  referred  to  were  themselvea  bear- 
ing the  loss,  and  also  the  accumulated  pres- 
sure of  the  rates,  he  would  find  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  soimdest  principles  of  poli- 
tical economy  to  allow  such  a  state  of 
things  to  remain  :  and  if  he  also  bore  in 
mind  that  these  persons  went  to  Ireland  to 
get  land  at  what  they  called  a  dead  bar- 
gain, and  that  they  wished  the  proprietors 
to  part  with  their  land  for  seTon  yeara' 
value,  he  would  cease  to  be  surprised.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  blamed  GoTemment 
for  not  giymg  power  to  seixe  the  lands  of 
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such  owners  as  were  in  arrear.  Now,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  took  a  very  active  part  in 
the  dehates  and  in  the  Committee;  but  he 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the  power 
which  he  spoke  of  existed,  for  where  the 
arrears  had  been  owing  for  a  certain  time, 
there  was  power  to  sell  the  land.  He 
oould  not  reconcile  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
consenting  to  this  advance  with  his  posi- 
tion as  a  leader  of  the  financial  reform 
movement,  without  his  taking  more  strin- 
gent measures  to  make  these  landlords  pay 
up.  Representations,  he  said,  had  been 
made  to  the  Castle  authorities,  and  he 
called  upon  him  to  move  for  the  production 
of  these  papers,  that  the  House  and  the 
country  might  know  who  were  these  pro- 
prietors who  had  neglected  their  duty  in 
the  manner  that  he  alleged,  and  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  Irish  proprietors  might 
not  be  included  in  his  condemnation. 

Sib  H.  W.  BARRON  was  glad  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  had  made 
this  charge  against  some  of  the  landed  pro- 
prietors, magistrates,  and  Members  con- 
nected with  Ireland,  because  it  had  elicited 
an  answer  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  that  country,  showing 
that  Ireland  had  paid  at  least  her  share  of 
this  tax,  and  even  a  larger  proportion  than 
England  had  ever  done.  He  was  glad  that 
this  malicious  and  unfounded  charge  had 
been  brought  forward,  and  had  received 
such  a  retort.  He  unhesitatingly  asserted 
that  in  that  part  of  the  country  with  which 
he  was  connected,  no  undue  favour  had 
been  shown  to  the  landlord,  the  magistrate, 
or  any  other  person ;  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  made  proper  inquiries,  he  would 
have  received  the  same  assurance  with  re- 
spect to  a  vast  majority  of  the  unions.  He 
felt  thankful  for  the  vote  which  Govern- 
ment had  proposed,  and  hoped  that  their  fu- 
ture measures  for  Ireland  would  be  brought 
forward  in  a  similar  spirit.  There  were 
aeveral  points  of  difference  between  the 
poor-law  of  Ireland  and  the  poor-law  of 
England  which  he  would  desire  to  see  ad- 
justed. The  expense  of  educating  the 
children  of  the  poor  in  England  was  paid 
out  of  the  public  funds,  while  in  Ireland  it 
was  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates.  In  Eng- 
land half  of  the  expense  of  medical  relief 
to  the  poor  was  paid  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund;  while  in  Ireland  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  medical  relief  was  paid  out  of  the 
local  taxation.  A  return  which  he  intend- 
ed to  move  for,  would,  he  believed,  show 
that  in  England  assistance  was  given  for 
the  purpose  of  pauper  emigration  out  of  the 


colonial  fund,  while  in  Ireland  the  whole 
charge  fell  upon  the  poor-law  unions.  He  be- 
lieved that  that  return  would  prove  that  vast 
favouritism  was  shown  to  the  richer  coun- 
try— England — and  that  three-fourths  of 
the  funds  granted  for  emigration  were  ex- 
pended on  England.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  who  had  introduced 
the  subject  when  he  stated  that  the  po- 
verty of  Ireland  was  sensibly  diminishing. 
He  could  only  say  that  in  his  union  the 
increase  in  paupers  within  the  last  four 
months  had  been  900  persons.  When  the 
present  board  of  guardians  came  into  office, 
there  were  1,700  persons  receiving  indoor 
relief,  and  200  outdoor  relief.  Since  then 
outdoor  relief  had  been  abolished,  and  the 
number  of  indoor  paupers  had  increased 
to  2,700  persons.  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  vice-chairman  of  the  board,  and 
it  informed  him  that  the  increase  of  pau- 
pers was  going  on  at  the  rate  of  100  per 
week,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  to 
hire  additional  house  accommodation  to 
prevent  the  relief  being  outdoor.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  be  led  away 
by  official  returns.  Though  in  some  parts 
of  Ireland  the  amount  of  relief  might 
have  decreased,  he  felt  certain  that  that 
must  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  out-of- 
door  relief  had  been  abolished  in  a  great 
many  unions.  The  poor  in  that  part  of 
Ireland  in  which  he  resided  were  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition.  Ablebodied  men 
could  be  obtained  who  would  be  glad  to 
work  for  the  miserable  wages  of  a  shilling 
a  week,  with  two  meals  of  Indian  com  per 
day.  That  was  the  actual  rate  of  wages 
among  the  farmers  all  over  the  union  in 
which  he  resided.  The  truth  was  that  the 
agricultural  interest  was  so  depressed  that 
no  farmer,  no  landlord,  could  afford  to 
give  one  half  the  employment  that  he 
could  give  some  four  or  five  years  ago. 
The  consequence  was,  that  thousands  were 
thrown  out  of  employment  throughout  Ire- 
land, as  agriculture  was  the  only  source  of 
employment  for  the  poor.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  boast  of  cheap  provisions,  and  of 
that  lessening  the  pressure  on  the  rates; 
but  of  what  value  were  cheap  provisions  to 
a  man  who  could  get  no  employment  or 
wages  ?  He  might  give  the  answer  which 
a  poor  peasant  gave  to  him  before  he  left 
home.  He  met  the  man,  and  asked  him, 
**  I  hope  you  have  got  good  work  now 
that  food  is  cheap."  The  man  replied, 
*'  Oh,  sir,  food  is  cheap,  but  we  have 
nothing  to  give  for  it.  There,  over  the 
way,  is  an  honest  fanner  who  used  to  em- 
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pioT  me  and  seven  or  ei<rhc  othen:  he  jdvnnce  ot  3Q0,0GOL  or  50<).00O^.  The 
to-iiav  empiiir^  one.  and  JOd  noc  liven  m.e  7*10 i»»  rare  dmnsfaoac  Ireland  was  not 
A  dav'i  work  for  :he  .asz  zw^Wii  aiouc!i:».  tp--?  jca^^.  Ie»  prababiythan  the  avermge 
I  am  eonseiiaenrlv  srarrn-r.  ind  wx^  z'y-  )r  r-ires  in  znonT  parts  of  this  comitrT. 
in^r  ^o  -*>  ^-^ar  house  lo  i^k  ror  5*inie  d:?-  Tbac  1  j^oried  nu  zroiind  whatever  for 
^iscaaee.  "  K-i  Ami  hear-l  irrr  Hiiers  in  'Mminzr 'o  =iiis  House  ^ir  gnncs.  LeaTing 
his  neitpiijooHiood  lioid  simil:ir  !iin^ri;i:ie.  tiia:  )iir  of  die  •Toesdon,  he  came  to  tbe 
However  mimii  rve-:niie  3ieas?ir?<  aiiir^^  iarr«*Tiuir  inions.  There  were  some  in 
have  benenciHi  Ujnchifrsrer  )r  E'rniin:r-  wiiicii  he  fzuold  not  saj  how  large  die 
ham.  diev  iiad  been  :Iie  niii  ^f  Iruumd.  irr^an  were,  but  uie  largest  portioa  of 
The  Iran  wer*  in  i^ivjinml  pfopie.  ind  ihosse  arrears  was  due  &qm  the  owners  of 
had  oo  •»mpiofTien-  :?  diil  jjurs  apon  :z 
a^cnirar?  w?r*  iesrr^^-f*:.  Tbeir  rar^ 
muse  be  -^riier  srir^iri-.-n  ^r  :!ie  xir-i- 
huoae.  If.  ia  be  bud  ?a;d  inti  "relies  ?*:. 
■heir  rree-crode  nieajsur^s  bad  riinei  Ir?- 
land,  taev  ana'  "ar  r'.jp  :;  z.i  fii^-f  liie 
people  r-jm  «ca-."iri-i.-n.  Tbej  -vnald  ba-e 
more  iraaa  'jz  yX.'0>'.  .'rm-n-r  :i:;im 
cliem.  for  :b:5.  be  ;i:rild  i^4;:r«  :Ii»fni.  -v.* aid 
noc  be  :be  bi5r. 

said.  ^ha«  'ji  3ienri:i::n:I  :be  '^r:c**m»'a.  jc 
rases  iMiIeeced  .i.  Ir;t.i.ii:.  be  bad  n  5. 'me 
resoeecs  av«r*rar*i:  :be  .vLse,  xad  :n  :rher5 
andersused  ::.  3.-i  2^1  «:•!  ::ia:  .*•*  per 
cent  oc  ^e  wb'^e  ncf*  'uti  been  ■.••'ilet:.*! 
snee  die  ■:•:•:  c-ia^  i:*a-T:e  •::!".}  -jpenrloc. 
ther^bv  LeaT-in;^  ^e  J-: use  :.:  i:i«ier5Ca;ic 
chas  four  "jer  jen*  J:j-i  been  b:«.  Tba: 
was  nee  j^-;  f:r  be  :ii:^z  '.0  ba*-*  ieii'ieced 
a  person  :c  iie  n:e  -•:■▼  bi  ,.i:i2r'*e  cf 
eaiieedon.  T"ie  rial  scire  :c  "ibe  -itu** 
was  si-s :  '."t"  *be  ri"*?  i:;i»:e  Tr:*:'*!*  i: 
the  uk»5  7a:e.  iber^  ba  i  b»£'jn  .*-=  ^er  .-en:. 
<iHjee«ed  *^*^  *'*iz^d'.  lae  rfTiiahr^x  -i  7t;r 
<en^  wx?  ::•:«:  jjs-c.  :■*:  4  Te;:  -t^-zz  :c  • 
auhi  beec  rarrec  i*  i.Tfar^  'iw  ib.e  ias* 
'>t  ibe  -fc"^  ;*:i"'£t.":n:f:  fi^l^f  ibe 
vw  bibd  :een  "n  f  r?^r,  :c.  t  _  Ter  r^c* 
jeen  «v^x"^i  .rrf-^^a;xal:iLe.  T-vr^- 
Atr*.  i^i!c^  be  ^.^x**"  ba^f  -ffrKaiid  v:*; 
caae  oo*  »iT.  be  ba.i  ri:b>*r  x:»L'!'>."^i**c  z 
ia  ;aje  rcier.      -  Zii:  wi*  ibe  'vail  *-Ta:e   :•: 


21  Zm,  siL  .fail.  *:e  .'Cin  t::'*^'  ▼  :":.'i 
km.  £ifcr:ce^  ij»i  ii:-;b  tt  ▼^'L'-^^i^  "-    "*' 

■tt  I^^aaii  :»T  ib^  wiicuf-  ▼■jj  as  esi- 

•VLZ  'LLr.r  frid  fTesLknq:  ic  lie 

aj[<4=   wijii   i*   bjfci    i""'ia    ib.*; 

Tai.'.zx  ti«t  v'liiiJe  :: 

w:»Lji  :e   f :•=!)£  xr    ":•£ 

LbC  leea   a-rxiix-   *•*   2lx^t 

'Ji'  BKill    Lai    Tfrr    «3I.L. 


bin«i.  Ze  bad  aomeii  three  oniona.  with 
T^snet!^  :j  twi  or  which  he  was  certain, 
in*i  be  *jei:e^»ii  die  •n;3e  wa^  the  same  in 
•zi**  TLiiri — 'J-irlien.  Ballinnbe.  and  Casde- 
ar.  At  inj  nre.  be  had  tmlj  described 
:lie  lowers  whieh  die  present  poor-law 
riariians  bmi  aj  eo^iree  die  eoOetBtioB  of 
:be  rare:  and  the  Ticht  hon.  Seeretarr  far 
Irf-and  winid  be  able  »  saT  whedier  that 
•io«.'rici}n  -lid  aot  wiiesoomi  with  the  fact. 
If  1  bindiiwaerwas  inarrear,  die 
'.-;a.d  ipriY  M  die  axairscnses  tbrj 
ba-in^  ?o coined  diis.  diej  eoold  applj  to 
jne  ;f  rbe  ^.-rjeror  oiurzs^  and  get  a  dec  tee 
>r  ;:id.rnent.  This  became  a  jqdg icut 
T7i'a  die  iand.  to  die  exxnt  «]C  the  annnrnt 
:z  razes  :w:3;r  *-'  die  asipjn:  but 
nLrr  :c  ibcLJiLn^r  diijse  arrears  mi 
rare  fr:m  die  binded  wiwieaRSv  owrnc  to 
dre  ix:sv.3:r  K3se  jf  the  Law. 
diar  ''  WX5  ibzb?es  impossic 
^-??!ir^  ."rozd  be  ^liLecsnL  He  £4.  not 
:«"7x  d:  *  15  1  .'SLirre  a^sinisc 
:c  :be  bLiii  :n  azanv  casesw  5ir  ] 
TTJiv  :c  ibem  w«re  bi  «ica  ; 
:ba3  '.'***r  2^1  70  frxi^  ■••at  oc 
* :<:.*•:  !*▼:  i-ni  if  sbe  bn 
tbe  'az<i  -r<eif  CL*n~d  a»;c  be  ^tni  hold  of  to 

-m:  tbe  Tr*«?cecjr5  .x  tie  ^ 

7«-"  be  ::   :iikTie.     >k  s 

wbx-i  r-»;T->^  dKf  anman  «f  the   60- 

Tfrr^re^:  re*^:*!*  ibe-r  cuiie 

A.'-:   tAfi  f;c  fxrdier  fr^txsa  of 

Tb-f  b-.-ff    M i-irber  f:r  5«rrr  B&ai  aud  ^mI 

b  ?  V-  i-^rb:  5  K 

i*i.  vb i:  ▼■Aj  w:.-ie*  a  w 

Z*  ba  •  T':^  7r»^^r.\-'ie»£  ti»* 

b-.-T     >LiCr':e-r  r.-^:  see   ^m  whc^  if  he 

rb»f  rr-Asrc  t>v  b»i    ' 

T*fc^"tT*    z  :bit;  h*5  T^"  wi>nB  n 

re-iT.   i>>f    f'r.-r*"Tarfisrr)*T7*   c^ 

T»L*:  :  r.-T*^  iT»i  *.LTb  ;Y»f  siase  tif  ^e  hiw, 

dr.ij  ir-f  T  r.fii  ?.-r  fc-pa*  ai  u>csr 

m 

B^4  dh&4  ib>£CY  wcjTf  Hir^ 
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prepared  to  show.  He  had  taken  the  par- 
ticulars from  the  hooks  of  the  union;  he 
had  them  from  the  highest  poor-law  autho- 
rities in  the  union;  and  he  was  as  confi- 
dent as  any  one  could  he,  on  the  hest  eyi- 
dence,  that  what  he  had  stated  was  cor- 
rect. He  should  not  give  the  names  of 
those  gentlemen  to  the  House.  He  was 
quite  certain  he  was  pursuing  the  right 
course  in  doing  so.  He  was  only  pointing 
out  a  fact  or  a  series  of  facts  to  the  Go- 
yernment,  in  order  that  their  attention 
might  he  drawn  thereto.  He  had  no  wish 
to  make  a  great  puhlic  matter  like  that  a 
ground  of  personal  attack,  or  to  create  ill 
feeling  amongst  men,  some  of  whom  per- 
haps might  he  much  more  to  he  pitied  than 
hlamed  in  this  matter. 

Lord  NAAS  felt  himself  constrained  to 
advert  to  the  most  extraordinary  charges 
against  individuals  hrouglit  forward  hy  the 
hon.  Memher  for  Manchester.  He  declined 
to  mention  names;  hut  he  had  declared  that 
certain  proprietors  in  Ireland  were  using 
every  means  in  their  power  to  evade  pay- 
ment of  the  poor-rates;  that  they  were  pay- 
ing their  keepers  to  keep  the  bailiffs  out 
of  their  houses;  and  these  charges  were 
hrought  against  Memhcrs  of  that  House. 
Now,  he  asked  whether  it  was  fair  for  any 
Gentleman  to  stand  up  in  this  way  and 
make  such  charges  without  giving  names, 
so  that  the  class  against  whom  they  were 
made  might  have  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating themselves  ?  He  asked  him  whether 
he  would  or  would  not  state  the  union,  at 
least,  where  these  acts  had  been  committed, 
in  order  that  some  Member  might  move 
for  papers  to  show  whether  the  accusation 
was  founded  in  fact  or  not  ?  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  Ireland  paid  a  less 
measure  of  poor-rate  than  England  did. 
[Mr.  Bright  had  only  put  a  hypothetical 
case,  behoving  that  on  the  whole  of  Ireland 
the  average  rate  might  be  lower  than  in 
England.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
them  to  understand  that  Ireland  was  taxed 
in  a  lesser  degree  for  the  poor-rate  than 
England  was.  He  might  talk  of  putting  a 
hypothetical  case  and  taking  averages,  but 
no  person  who  heard  his  statement  could, 
if  he  believed  it,  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion than  that  the  Irish  people  were 
taxed  in  a  lower  degree  than  the  people  of 
England.  Now,  perhaps  he  had  never 
read  the  protest  entered  by  the  Earl  of 
Rosse  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lords  with  reference  to  the  rate  in  aid. 
That  document  showed,  on  the  question  of 
local  taxation,  that  the  rateable  property  of 


England  was  105,000,000Z..  and  the  local 
taxation  12,000,000?.,  just  2s,  S^d.  in  the 
pound;  whereas  the  rateable  property  of 
Ireland  was  9,898,566Z.,  and  the  local 
taxation  4,224,3 1 5^,  just  Ss.  4d,  in  the 
pound,  or  nearly  four  times  the  local  taxa- 
tion of  England.  He  trusted  this  would 
be  the  last  time  he  should  hear  the  un- 
founded statement  that  England  was  taxed 
for  the  support  of  the  poor  higher  than  Ire- 
land; and  he  would  again  express  a  hope 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester 
would  see  the  propriety  of  at  least  stating 
the  name  of  the  union  in  which  the  paHies 
to  whom  he  had  referred  resided ;  also,'  at 
what  time  the  letters  he  had  alluded  to 
were  written  to  the  Castle;  and  that  he 
would  give  the  name  of  the  Member  who, 
as  the  hon.  Member  had  alleged,  had  not 
paid  his  rates. 

Mr.  TRELAWNY  remarked,  that  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
had  omitted  to  state  that  half  the  relief  to  the 
poor  in  Ireland  was  supplied  by  England. 
[*•  Oh,  oh !  *']  He  would  maintain  the  truth 
of  the  proposition,  that  so  long  as  the  dis- 
tress arising  from  the  famine  lasted  in  Ire- 
land, the  people  of  this  country,  in  addition 
to  their  own  poor-rates,  contributed  one- 
half  of  the  expense  of  supporting  the  poor 
in  Ireland.  [Sir  H.  Barron:  It  was  a 
loan  to  a  portion  of  the  united  kingdom.] 
It  came  to  the  same  thing,  for  what  was 
the  meaning  of  a  loan  to  Ireland  ?  He  ob- 
jected to  the  phraseology  adopted  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  when  he  spoke 
of  the  Irish  landlords  refusing  to  let  their 
land  on  reasonable  terms.  He  could  not 
understand  how  a  free-trader  could  consis- 
tently with  his  own  doctrines,  use  such 
language.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  said  that  the 
amount  of  money  actually  raised  in  Ireland 
under  the  poor-law  was  96  per  cent  of  the 
whole  charge.  [Sir  W.  Somerville  :  94 
per  cent.]  If  that  was  the  case  he  could 
not  understand  on  what  principle  it  was 
that  the  noble  Lord  came  down  to  that 
House  and  asked  for  an  additional  grant 
from  this  country  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish 
poor.  He  had  always  conscientiously 
opposed  these  grants,  and  should  take 
the  same  course  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  TORRENS  M'CULLAGH  said, 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  unneces- 
sarily identified  themselves  with  the  charge 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester. 
For  one,  he  felt  grateful  for  the  proposition 
now  made  by  Ministers,  and  must  protest 
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agmm«t  the  iniicTZArion  of  ihe  hoc.  ViKiber  70?e€E<«i  act  pcnon  of  the  kind  should  be 

for  Tav's-zck    Mr.  Tr^Liwnv  .  tfcAC  e^err  shi^n  ttd  also. 

Ioah  za  IreLkni  wa^  a  lois  to  Es^Lind.  ThV  Ms.  < AI'LEIB  said,  that  br  the  Act  of 

hotLGeGtleoidui  r^siiii'IedLisiifA'vrTthn:  Lii*  ScSAxa  mo«t  snmmajj  powers  were 

was  told  Qt  zh^  Li:e  Mr.  GrarLin  :  A  y.fzr.z  r>ez.  to  the  iKoxda  of  giiar£aiis  for  the 

Member  asked  him.  rsi  -te.*  cccasi::.  who  r^e^T^rrrf  arrears  of  poor-rates,  aaagafairt 

u   the   TJers^za   aii'irt-?*:^^  ie   H ^cie  .'  :!•?  ■:  wrer*  of  land  in  Ireland;  and  if  anj 

That,  Sir.  i*  Sir  R.  «rvi.  i  reciil-jirii  :j."I:  wis  zo  be  found  with  those  powers, 

who  is  never  at  a  I-r-ss  ::r  a  w  rrii.  i^-i  *ji j,z  ::  wis  zhAZ  iey  were  too  excessive.     Anj 

a  had  one."    For  the  Ii:z.  Gfr-iIeEiAz   Mr.  '-z*iz=.-i:iz  cbtoLied  under  that  Act  would 

Trelawnr     had   leritur^   ^-r-trfi^yir — :he  :»rt:i;z:e  n*::  a  judgment   or  incambrance 

Minister  who  in:r:il-'.»e^i  the  rr£-5^zt  pr:-  -t«:  ::  the  lazd.  of  the  date  of  the  judgment. 


gire  an  op>3rtu2itj  to  th-j  inielte'I  .ii*-  :^e  «.  ::z=:L?i:ocers  to  confer  upon  the 
tricts  ti>  redeem  the=:5e>e5  :t  i  ocirse  •::  ':^:arli  o:  g^Lirdians  the  most  stringent 
honourable  ind-strr.  A*  to  th-e  ur:-:-*  r-r^-^r?  :;r  the  enforcement  of  arrears  of 
alliided  :o  \r  th-f  h?a.  Me:r.b»fr  f:r  Mj.!t-  "•:•: r-rstes  Tiriic  owners  of  land.  Whb  re- 
Chester,  he  c-^lie-ed  th:-  :ij:  was  thit  th^  *r»;-».'t  to  the  statements  made  br  the  bon. 
pro  pert  J  I:V:Ie  to  :hr  nte-j  in  arT\:air  wis  Member  f:r  Manchester,  confoonding,  as 
not  in  the  han-i<  ■::  the  TartL^s  wh:5e  they  did.  tT.-.  diferen:  classes  of  landlords, 
names  were  n-rt  ;n  the  rtitcf  t'.o'i*.  In  I'e  *r»r.ie«"ed  that  theT  would,  if  indnlged 
Clir'ien  nnion  the  idr-^'r^:  rrj-tirtj  in  ir-  i-.  d:  more  to  retard  the  prosperitr,  in- 
rear  was  in  the  zizh  ::  :!ie  niortrir^t-  -i-itrT.  mi  reccTerr  cf  Ireland^  than  aaj 
an  Esjiiih  insnranje  uv:nipanj.  Bi:  it  ^tdiements  cr  anj  le-^^Iatxon,  bowerer 
was  a  rrea:  mistike  ::r  z--i.  Gentlemen  n:i?chieT.::i*.  which  cccid  be  conceired  hj 
opposite  to  sh:w  su-;h  *^n*i:iTfze<*.  ind  the  r-dscst  enemj  of  the  countrr. 
make  commrn  oau*.r  w;:h  the  ie:j.-'.:er«.  M?..  BRIGHT  said,  that  the  elanae  of 
y^h'Aj  -McM  imi^ine  :hi:  :he  h:n.  Mem-  --e  Act.  whioh  denned  what  the  law  was 
ber  f:r  Mizohesier  mea:it  :o  make  a  w::h  resT^ot  to  the  recovery  of  the  rates, 
*weept2X  •:hir-^r  irii::*:  :>.:>  ^c.:'.2  cz  :he  i^rr^rei  -arith  the  statement  whieb  be  bad 
■anded  pritriet.ir* -.:  Irei-nl.  The  ra.:c'  -r^t  mj-de.  and  with  the  information  be 
able  p"»;p^rtj  in  thi:  ciu-trj  wi5  j.  I:::I-:  liad  re-.Trived  from  the  poor-law  antboritaes 
nnder  1  o .'*•!•;-■>"' i  J. .  izi  :he  t ■: :al  j h irj?  i n  I r^ -.and  'the  hoa.  G en tleman  here  read 
there*: G  for  the  rc-ir-rate  ::r  eijh  cf  the  '^e  ITth  and  ISth  olacses  of  the  12tb  and 
list  tTo  jear^  wi*  i':.:nt  -^.  oi.  in  the  -o-ii  Vl-.-t^via.  c.  I  "'4]:  the  authorities  to 
p«3cnd.  E-erv  'ine  knew  rhis  wis  :rr'-:ater  wh:m  he  rrferr«5d  described  the  process  of 
than  the  a-enc^  in  Ez^ia-  :.  I:  :he  Iri?h  'aw  to  ^e  ei«»-d:rrij  te^oc*.  In  one  of 
:»3c'e  *h;wei  :hr:r  w-^iz  j^;^*  v.-js  to  as-  the  nnirn*  to  which  he  alluded  it  was 
*ess  them*»rlTe*.  n;:  'Zzlj  ::r  ;he  o-rt^-t  s:a:ed  :o  him  br  the  Tioe-gnardians  tbat 
erzense  ;:  the  or-rr.  ":n:  f:7  :he  r^rajmen:  :iicrv  was  extreme  dl^cnltr,  in  conse> 
of  adTan:es.  it  wj.*  n.t  fair  :•:  .'hir-je  :h-m  :-::--'e  of  the  tardr  creracon  of  the  law, 
wi:h  :zd:*t':si:i:n  t;-  rerav  :he  I:jns.  I:  i-i  ■:::a:nir;  the  ravmens  of  the  rates, 
was  m.st  nzz'^nenu*  a-i  urji'iir  t: ':•:  ::n-  ^I'-ho-^h  :i-.ev  did  their  best  to  collect 
tin::aIlT  7et-a:>«'  thi*  •.•'ar-:::.  thfm.  There  f.:::e  it  was  tha:  he  saud  there 
Mi.  H .  A .  H ^ ?. B Z 7w T  i :•:' ir=-!  :h :.:  : ^ V :  :  :■  *:•:  a  m : r»:  rar id  mode  of  recoiwr 
neither  >.e  r..rhLj  r. /:'.:  F:-:::!-.". :  11 .—'  .:"  "-i-e  G:T:mmv:n;  ^;ame  to  that  House  to 
h^T  f:r  K^iiire  f:.:  tl-:L:*;>-:5  ::.::£::  »;sk  f.r  advd--.-:^'?. 

wita  tne  t'ir^-.n*  i^a:!?:  -^i.zi  :-f  :.:i:-j:  M.'..  3K  >  ;.-  tJio-^^tit  tna:  :t  was  anj- 
had  befn  mil:  it  :i?  h.z.  il.-  ":-rJ  :  :  :hir^*  ':-:  a  master  cf  sir? rise  that  Irish 
Man*:  h :  *t  -:  r .  ' !  -  :h  :■  0:1:7177.  '.--  IL  ?-  7-  -:  - : ! :  men  sh :  u !  1  :e  thankfn!  to  r  the  pro- 
claimed ::.  izi  :e*t  ti:i:  '.}."':  n  ^\:'-t  .:  T-::jdi  -w  made  :t  the  n.ble  L»:rd  at  the 
iZszh.  'ZLZ'izKZ  ::^i:  :.  .:  '..-:. i  -3  :.  :-':!.*  .  tj.:  -.f  :>.e  Grremment  :o  adrance  them 
odirnn.  T!:eT  :1-.  .::::*-_:  ^i.h  1  .'iiarj;  .i^'^:  :^.::    m:t-:v.     ?!a,:ir^   himself    in   tbeir 

«                     -                                                    ....  ■                                    _ 

not  to  be  ir.-zz-''--"^^-'^ -Z'- ~-^' ^'l'  ■■■•-"  '^.-^  :.'.-r..  -e   j-.-.-i  w--..  reei.  how  &rr  and 

of  men ;  t - :  *•:  fir  :? . -. .  i  i . r. : ". :'v ! - .j  :L : ■ . -  7 . m ? . r i": "e  : :  w ; ui :  : e  f : r  him  to  support 

^▼ea  with  ::.  thi-T    :  i,:'.i:med   i:.     Th:  :Lr  "-:tj  .f  H-r  Ma-istv's  Goverament  in 
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m    ^^    and    the    G  iTertmient    that  partv  who  were  Terj  mnch  dLs<»dsfied  with 


861 


B$payin$9it  of 


^Feb.  15} 


Achanees  (Ireland).        862 


respect  to  this  matter,  and  that  was  a  party 
composed  of  the  honest  and  industrious 
people  of  England.  They  asked,  and  with 
justice,  how  much  longer  the  system  of 
giving  grants  was  to  last?  The  nohle 
Lord  hi^  come  down  to  the  House  year 
after  year  to  ask  for  grants,  hut  he  had 
never  told  the  people  of  England  what 
was  the  matter  with  Ireland.  Year  after 
year  they  were  told  there  was  a  great  fa- 
mine. Well,  hut  was  that  famine  never 
to  come  to  an  end?  Were  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  for  ever  to  hang  their  coats  upon 
that  peg?  Would  they  not  even  fix  some 
date,  if  only  a  distant  one,  when  they 
thought  the  effects  of  this  famine  would 
cease?  He  had  told  the  Government  last 
year  that  they  would  he  sure  to  come  down 
again  this  year  for  a  grant,  and  it  had  just 
turned  out  as  he  had  predicted.  He  also 
told  them  that  he  would  not  vote  for  the 
grant,  and  never  would  for  any  other,  and 
he  would  not  vote  for  this.  Was  there  a 
single  man  in  the  House  who  helieved  that 
the  money  would  ever  he  repaid  by  Ire- 
land? He  always  felt  some  delicacy  in 
speaking  of  Irish  affairs,  as  he  could  hardly 
be  supposed  to  know  so  much  of  them  as 
some  other  hon.  Members,  but  still  there 
were  certain  general  principles  upon  whicli 
a  person  in  his  situation  could  speak  his 
opinion  without  knowing  much  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Ireland. 
His  constituents  told  him  that  they  were 
taxed  heavily,  that  there  was  no  famine 
now;  on  the  contrary,  everybody  was  com- 
plaining that  the  produce  of  the  land  was 
too  cheap.  He  could  not  understand  what 
this  money  was  again  wanted  for.  An 
end  must  be  put  to  this  system  of  con- 
stantly taking  grants  for  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. The  Government  ought  to  set  about, 
as  was  their  duty,  to  find  out  what  was  the 
real  cause  of  the  distress.  They  had  no 
right,  till  they  had  done  that,  to  come 
down  to  the  House  every  year,  with  the 
burden  of  which  they  saddled  posterity. 
He  protested  against  any  grant,  loan,  or 
fund,  which  was  thus  sought  to  be  added 
to  the  national  debt,  to  bo  paid  by  those 
who  had  no  voice  in  contracting  that  debt. 
If  the  money  was  to  be  raised,  why  did 
they  not  give  it  up  at  once,  and  be  done 
with  it,  out  of  the  surplus  revenue  that 
was  spoken  of  ?  That  would  be  an  open 
straightforward  course.  It  was  never  meant 
to  be  repaid,  and  it  was  never  expected 
that  it  would  be  returned;  it  was  intended 
only  to  add  it  to  the  national  debt,  which 
posterity  was  to  pay.    He  should  most 


certainly  give  his  vote  against  the  mea- 
sure. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  did  not  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  had  at  all  suffered 
from  that  delicacy  which  he  said  he  felt 
when  speaking  of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman generally  spoke  out  pretty  boldly 
when  touching  upon  Irish  subjects.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  have  been  pre- 
sent when  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  made  his 
statement  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
because  if  he  had  he  would  have  learned 
what  the  reasons  were  upon  which  he  (Lord 
J.  Russell)  proposed  that  the  present  ad- 
vance should  be  made  ;  and  he  would  also 
have  known  that  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  stated 
that  Ireland  was  not  now  suffering  from 
famine.  The  hon.  Member  said  it  was  a 
grant;  for,  whenever  any  money  was  asked 
for  Ireland,  there  was  no  chance  of  its  ever 
being  repaid.  They  heard  the  same  lan- 
guage last  year;  but  the  House  consented, 
notwithstanding  those  forebodings,  to  ad* 
vance  250,000^.  for  the  relief  of  the  very 
great  distress  that  prevailed.  That  was 
made  on  a  tax  which  they  were  told,  and 
very  truly,  was  exceedingly  obnoxious  to 
the  people  of  Ireland — that  the  people  of 
the  north  would  think  it  unjust,  and  that, 
independent  of  the  burden,  it  would  create 
a  feeling  of  the  injustice  of  being  taxed 
that  would  cause  great  difficulty  in  repay- 
ment. But,  notwithstanding  that,  150,000^. 
of  that  sum  had  been  repaid  within  six 
months.  That  did  not  show  such  an  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  having  any  repayment 
made  in  Ireland ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
other  100,000^,  he  believed  it  would  be 
repaid  in  a  very  short  time  more.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Tavistock 
would  not  think  it  necessary  to  divide  the 
House,  especially  in  the  present  state  of 
the  business,  for  he  believed  the  question 
then  was  that  the  resolutions  should  be  re- 
ported to  the  House.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  put  the  question  into  the  shape  of 
a  Bill,  and  then  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  or  any 
other  hon.  Member,  to  object  to  this  pro- 
posal. He  had  no  objection  to  its  being 
thoroughly  canvassed,  because  he  thought 
the  favour  with  which  it  was  first  received 
by  the  House  would  be  justified  by  the 
nature  of  the  case. 

Colonel  SIBTHORP  said,  that  he 
should  oppose  the  Bill  at  a  futui*e  stage. 

Mr.  M.  O'CONNELL  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  had  stated  that 
his  constituents  were  always  asking  what 
was  the  matter  with  Ireland  ?     That  ques^ 
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against  the  insinuation  of  the  hon.  Memher 
for  Tavistock  (Mr.  Trelawny),  that  every 
loan  to  Ireland  was  a  loss  to  England.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  reminded  him  of  a  story  that 
was  told  of  the  late  Mr.  Grattan  :  A  young 
Memher  asked  him,  on  one  occasion,  who 
was  the  person  addressing  the  House  ? 
"  That,  Sir,  is  Sir  R.  Cox,  a  gentleman 
who  is  never  at  a  loss  for  a  word,  and  that 
a  had  one."  For  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Trelawny)  had  lectured  everybody — the 
Minister  who  introduced  the  present  pro- 
posal, the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester, 
and,  finally,  the  representatives  for  Ire- 
land. The  proposal  of  Government  would 
give  an  opportunity  to  the  indebted  dis- 
tricts to  redeem  themselves  by  a  course  of 
honourable  industry.  As  to  the  unions 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester, he  believed  the  fact  was  that  the 
property  liable  to  the  rates  in  arrear  was 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  rate  books.  In 
Clifden  union  the  largest  property  in  ar- 
rear was  in  the  hands  of  the  mortgagee, 
an  English  insurance  company.  But  it 
was  a  great  mistake  for  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  show  such  sensitiveness,  and 
make  common  cause  with  the  defaulters. 
Nobody  could  imagine  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  meant  to  make  a 
sweeping  charge  against  the  whole  of  the 
landed  proprietors  of  Ireland.  The  rate- 
able property  in  that  country  was  a  little 
under  Io,000„OOOZ.,  and  the  total  charge 
thereon  for  the  poor-rate  for  each  of  the 
last  two  years  was  about  2s,  6d,  in  the 
pound.  Every  one  knew  this  was  greater 
than  the  average  in  England.  If  the  Irish 
people  showed  their  willingness  thus  to  as- 
sess themselves,  not  only  for  the  current 
expense  of  the  poor,  but  for  the  repayment 
of  advances,  it  was  not  fair  to  charge  them 
with  indisposition  to  repay  the  loans.  It 
was  most  ungenerous  and  unfair  to  be  con- 
tinually repeating  this  charge. 

Mr.  II.  A.  HERBERT  declared  that 
neither  he  nor  his  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kildare  felt  themselves  identified 
with  the  persons  against  whom  the  charge 
had  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester.  On  the  contrary,  they  dis- 
claimed it,  and  felt  that  parties  guilty  of 
such  conduct  ought  to  be  held  up  to  public 
odium.  They  thought  such  a  charge  ought 
not  to  be  brought  forward  against  any  body 
of  men;  but  so  far  from  identifying  them- 
selves with  it,  they  disclaimed  it.  The 
party  guilty  of  such  conduct  should  bo 
shown    up,    and    the    Government    that 


screened  any  person  of  the  kind  should  he 
shown  up  also. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  said,  that  by  the  Act  of 
last  Session  most  summary  powers  were 
given  to  the  boards  of  guardians  for  the 
recovery  of  arrears  of  poor-rates,  as  against 
the  owners  of  land  in  Ireland;  and  if  any 
fault  was  to  be  found  with  those  powers, 
it  was  that  they  were  too  excessive.  Any 
judgment  obtained  under  that  Act  would 
become  not  a  judgment  or  incumbrance 
upon  the  land,  of  the  date  of  the  judgment, 
but  would  stand  in  an  unparalleled  positioii 
as  a  first  charge  upon  the  land.  Breij 
precaution  had,  therefore,  been  taken  by 
the  Commissioners  to  confer  upon  the 
boards  of  guardians  the  most  stringent 
powers  for  the  enforcement  of  arrears  of 
poor-rates  upon  owners  of  land.  With  re- 
spect to  the  statements  made  by  the  hon.' 
Member  for  Manchester,  confounding,  as 
they  did,  two  different  classes  of  landlords, 
he  believed  that  they  would,  if  indulged 
in,  do  more  to  retard  the  prosperity,  in- 
dustry, and  recovery  of  Ireland,  than  any 
statements  or  any  legislation,  however 
mischievous,  which  could  be  conceived  by 
the  basest  enemy  of  the  country. 

Mr.  bright  said,  that  the  clause  of 
the  Act,  which  defined  what  the  law  was 
with  respect  to  the  recovery  of  the  rates, 
agreed  with  the  statement  which  he  had 
first  made,  and  with  the  information  he 
had  received  from  the  poor-law  authorities 
in  Ireland  [the  hon.  Gentleman  here  read 
the  17th  and  18th  clauses  of  the  12th  and 
13th  Victoria,  c.  104];  the  authorities  to 
whom  he  referred  described  the  process  of 
law  to  be  exceedingly  tedious.  In  one  of 
the  unions  to  which  he  alluded  it  was 
stated  to  him  by  the  vice-guardians  that 
there  was  extreme  difficulty,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  tardy  operation  of  the  law, 
in  obtaining  the  payment  of  the  rates, 
although  they  did  their  best  to  collect 
them.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  said  there 
ought  to  be  a  more  rapid  mode  of  recovery 
if  the  Government  came  to  that  House  to 
ask  for  advances. 

Mr.  MUNTZ  thought  that  it  was  any- 
thing but  a  matter  of  surprise  that  Irish 
Gentlemen  should  be  thankful  for  the  pro- 
posal now  made  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  to  advance  them 
more  money.  Placing  himself  in  their 
position,  he  could  well  feel  how  fair  and 
reasonable  it  would  be  for  him  to  support 
the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  respect.  There  was,  however,  another 
party  who  were  very  much  dissatisfied  with 
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or  two  points  which  he  should  suhmit  to  their 
respectful  consideration.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  was  entirely  to  remodel  the  course  of 
practice  and  pleading  in  the  Irish  Court  of 
Chancery.     He  did  not  think  there  were 
four  men  then  in  the  House  who  knew 
much  on  the  subject.     This  he  said  with 
all  respect,  hoping  that  those  who  were 
conversant  with  such  matters  would  rightly 
understand  what  the  Bill  was.     What  he 
wished  to  submit  to  their  consideration  was 
this : — He  conceived  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  was  the  individual  an- 
swerable for  the  course  of  practice   and 
pleading  in  his  own  court;  that  he  held  his 
office  upon  those  terms  of  responsibility  on 
which  a  great  officer  of   State  ought  to 
bold  his  office;  and  that  if  there  were  great 
abuses  in  his   court,  as  he  (Mr.  Stuart) 
believed  there  were,  he  was  answerable,  and 
was  bound  to  rectify  them.    But  the  House 
was  now  invited  to  discharge  those  duties 
for  him.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Solicitor   General,  or   some   hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  might  support  this 
Bill,  why  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
did  not  reform  the  course  of  practice  and 
pleading  in  his  court  ?     Could  any  hon. 
Member  show  that  without  the  interference 
of    Parliament   it    could    not   be    done  ? 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Plymouth,  to  his  great  surprise,  had 
taken  an    entirely  different  view  of  this 
Bill  from  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Coventry,  who  spoke  the  other 
night,  and  whose  character  he  had  risen  to 
defend  from   misapprehension.      He  had 
described  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  as 
a  man  of  high  authority  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  he  was  justified  in  doing 
80.      They   knew  his  hon.   and   learned 
Friend   to  be   an   honourable   and   inde- 
pendent man,  and  he  had  stated  in  that 
House  reasons  hitherto  unanswered,  why 
ibis  Bill  should  not  pass  into  a  law.     He 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  hon.  and  learned 
Members  who    ought  to  give   the  House 
some  sufficient  reason  for  legislating  in  a 
way  in  which  that  House  had  never  legis- 
lated before,  why  they  were  in  that  House 
to  settle  rules  of  practice  for  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland?    His  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Friend  the  Member  for  Plymouth  hoped 
that  something  would  be  done  to  improve 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.     He  hoped  so  too,  because 
be  knew  there  were  grievances ;  but  he 
expected  the  reform  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  England  to  proceed  from  that  high 
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authority  who  was  bound  by  his  office  to 
do  his  duty,  and  was  armed  with  full  au- 
thority by  Parliament  for  that  purpose — 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor.  Let  hon.  Mem- 
bers look  at  the  first  clause  of  this  Bill.  It 
was  a  sweeping  enactment  to  substitute  a 
mode  of  proceeding  by  petition  instead  of 
proceeding  by  bill.  How  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers then  in  the  House  were  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  such  proceedings,  or 
knew  the  difference  between  a  petition  and 
a  bill  in  Chancery  ?  and  yet  he  saw 
an  array  of  hon.  Members  summoned  by 
the  Government  to  support  them  in  passuig 
this  Bill.  But  if  they  were  to  enter  on 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  show,  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  intelligence  of  any  man  of  common 
sense,  why  this  proposal  to  substitute  pe- 
titions for  bills  was  an  entire  mistake. 
First  of  all,  however,  he  must  protest 
against  that  House  assuming  cognizance 
of  any  such  question  ;  and  he  address- 
ed himself  to  thoso  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  were  laymen,  but  whose 
duty  it  was  to  attend  as  well  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  as  one  of  the  great  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  as  to  any  other  insti- 
tution which  they  were  bound  to  preserve 
and  put  into  a  perfect  state.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  the  power 
of  doing  all  that  any  man  could  say  was 
useful  in  this  Bill.  If  he  were  right 
in  that  proposition,  what  followed?  If 
they  took  the  work  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  out  of  his  hands  —  if 
they  assumed  as  the  House  of  Commons 
to  pass  these  minute  regulations  on  points 
of  practice,  and  course  of  pleading,  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  make,  did  they  not 
deprive  his  office  of  all  that  responsibility 
which  alone  could  give  to  it  its  dignity  and 
public  utility?  Upon  that  ground  alone 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  that  this  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,  however  small  the  number  of 
Members  who  would  vote  with  him.  He  was 
aware  that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Coventry  proposed  to 
bring  in  a  measure  with  reference  to  the 
Coui-t  of  Chancery  in  England.  When 
they  came  to  deal  with  that  measure  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  consider  its  scope. 
But  if  it  was  to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor 
greater  power  than  he  now  had  to  rectify 
abuses  in  his  court,  he  should  be  ready  to 
support  it,  when  he  knew  that  such  power 
was  really  wanting.  But  why  had  we  hither- 
to had  no  measure  of  the  kind  in  England? 
Because  we  had  at  the  head  of  the  Com*t  of 

2F 


863         Court  of  Chancery 


{COMMONS} 


(Ireland)  BiU. 


864 


tion  was  easily  and  shortly  answered.  The 
legislation  for  Ireland  had  been  first  for  a 
class,  then  for  a  sect,  and  then  again  for  a 
class;  almost  with  perfect  ignorance  of  her 
interests,  her  wants,  and  her  wishes. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  on  Monday 
next. 

COURT  OF  CHANCERY  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time.'' 

Mr.  ROUNDELL  PALMER  said,  he 
did  not  rise  upon  that  occasion  to  offer  any 
objection  to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
the  introduction  of  which  he  had  seen  with 
yerj  great  satisfaction,  because  he  believed 
it  was  an  opinion  almost  uniformly  enter- 
tained in  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  a  very 
extensive  system  of  reform,  proceeding  on 
such  a  principle  as  was  incorporated  in  and 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
present  Bill,  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
restore  efficiency  and  complete  utility  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  and  for  the  purpose  of  clear- 
ing an  institution  in  many  respects  amongst 
the  most  useful  and  important  to  the  coun- 
try of  the  very  serious  defects  which  made 
recourse  to  it  so  costly  and  difficult,  that  if 
those  defects  were  not  removed,  justice  in 
that  very  important  department  would  be 
very  soon  in  a  degree  of  discredit  which  it 
could  not  be  for  the  welfare  of  the  country 
should  be  permitted  to  continue.  lie  did  not 
think  that  that  was  the  most  convenient 
stage  to  enter  into  a  particular  discussion  of 
the  details  of  this  measure,  and  he  should 
not  then  have  intruded  on  the  attention  of 
the  House  but  for  the  circumstance  that  he 
thought  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Coventry,  who  was  then  ab- 
sent, had  been  greatly  misunderstood — ho 
had  almost  said  misrepresented — not  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General,  but  elsewhere,  with  reference  to 
the  part  which  he  took  on  this  subject  some 
evenings  ago.  He  believed  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  to  every  one  connected  with 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  was  as  anxious 
for  the  reform  of  the  abuses  that  had  crept 
into  the  administration  of  justice  in  that 
court — or  he,  should  rather  say,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  obstacles  to  justice  that  now 
existed  there — as  any  person ;  and  if  it  were 
supposed  that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
was  insensible  to  reform  in  that  court,  it  was 
an  impression  most  erroneous,  and  founded 


on  an  entire  miBunderstanding  of  his  yiews 
on  the  subject.  ^^^  opinion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  was  much  too  valuable  in 
that  House,  and  elsewhere,  to  allow  of  its 
being  misunderstood.  In  the  Court  of 
Chancery  no  authority  was  higher  than 
that  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend;  and  if 
he  were  opposed  to  the  principle  of  a  mea- 
sure of  this  description,  it  would  indicate 
a  very  different  state  of  feeling  and  opinion 
in  that  court  from  what  really  prevailed. 
The  practitioners  of  that  court  were  as 
nearly  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  princi- 
ple on  which  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  under- 
stood this  measure  to  be  founded  as  pos- 
sible, and  also  that  a  measure  founded  on 
that  principle  should  be  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  England  as  well  as 
in  Ireland.  The  question  was  only  as  to 
the  means  or  details  by  which  that  should 
be  done;  and  he  was  quite  sure  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General 
would  be  the  first  to  say  it  was  extremely 
desirable  that  those  means  and  details 
should  be  maturely  considered;  and  that 
there  should  be  the  fullest  contribution  of 
the  advice  of  all  persons  capable  of  form- 
ing an  opinion  upon  it  to  make  the  mea- 
sure as  perfect  as  possible.  He  would 
only  add  one  word,  and  that  was  the  cir- 
cumstance that  this  Bill  was  introduced 
for  Ireland  only,  and  not  for  England. 
Upon  that  point  he  was  willing  to  confide 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Government.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  very  important  that  there 
should  not  be  a  series  of  changes  on  this 
subject,  and,  therefore,  if  there  were  a 
fair  opportunity  of  making  an  experiment 
of  those  parts  of  the  measure  which  were 
uncertain  in  their  operation,  it  might  per- 
haps be  desirable  to  make  it  in  Ireland  only, 
instead  of  in  Ireland  and  England  together. 
Mr.  J.  STUART  wished  to  state  to 
those  hon.  Members  who  came  from  Ire- 
land what  this  Bill  was.  He  would  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  them  whether  they 
knew  what  they  were  about  to  do  in  voting 
for  this  Bill  ?  If  he  could  show  that  its 
effect  would  be  to  increase  the  expense  and 
delay  of  litigation,  and  to  interfere  with 
matters  which  ought  not  to  be  regidated 
by  the  direct  interference  of  Parliament, 
although  under  its  control,  such  a  Bill  ought 
not  to  be  passed.  From  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  he  thought  it  highly  probable  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  would  succeed  in  carrying  this  Bill 
through  the  present  stage;  but  he  asked  it 
of  the  fairness  of  Irish  Members  in  that 
House,  to  apply  their  understandings  to  one 
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or  two  points  wHch  be  should  submit  to  tbeir 
respectful  consideration.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  was  entirely  to  remoSlel  the  course  of 
practice  and  pleading  in  the  Irish  Court  of 
Ohanoerj.     He  did  not  think  there  were 
four  men  then  in  the  House  who  knew 
much  on  the  subject.     This  he  said  with 
all  respect,  hoping  that  those  who  were 
conversant  with  such  matters  would  rightly 
understand  what  the  Bill  was.     What  he 
wished  to  submit  to  their  consideration  was 
this : — He  conceived  that  the  Lord  Cban- 
cellor  of  Ireland  was  the  individual  an- 
swerable for  the  course  of  practice   and 
pleading  in  his  own  court;  that  he  held  his 
office  upon  those  terms  of  responsibility  on 
which  a  great  officer  of   State  ought  to 
hold  his  office;  and  that  if  there  were  great 
abuses  in  his   court,  as  he  (Mr.  Stuart) 
believed  there  were,  he  was  answerable,  and 
was  bound  to  rectify  them.    But  the  House 
was  now  invited  to  discharge  those  duties 
for  him.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Solicitor   General,  or  some  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  might  support  this 
Bill,  why  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
did  not  reform  the  course  of  practice  and 
pleading  in  his  court  ?     Could  any  hon. 
Member  show  that  without  the  interference 
of    Parliament   it   could    not   be    done  ? 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Plymouth,  to  his  great  surprise,  had 
taken  an    entirely  different  view  of  this 
Bill  from  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Coventry,  who  spoke  the  other 
night,  and  whose  character  he  had  risen  to 
defend  from   misapprehension.      He  had 
described  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  as 
a  man  of  high  authority  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  he  was  justified  in  doing 
so.      They  knew  his   hon.   and   learned 
Friend   to   be   an   honourable   and   inde- 
pendent man,  and  he  had  stated  in  that 
House  reasons  hitherto  unanswered,  why 
this  Bill  should  not  pass  into  a  law.     He 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  hon.  and  learned 
Members  who    ought  to  give   the  House 
some  sufficient  reason  for  legislating  in  a 
way  in  which  that  House  had  never  legis- 
lated before,  why  they  were  in  that  House 
to  settle  rules  of  practice  for  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland?    His  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Friend  the  Member  for  Plymouth  hoped 
that  something  would  be  done  to  improve 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.     He  hoped  so  too,  because 
he  knew  there  were  grievances;  but  he 
expected  the  reform  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  England  to  proceed  from  that  high 
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authority  who  was  bound  by  his  office  to 
do  his  duty,  and  was  armed  with  full  au- 
thority by  Parliament  for  that  purpose — 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor.     Let  hon.  Mem- 
bers look  at  the  first  clause  of  this  Bill.  It 
was  a  sweeping  enactment  to  substitute  a 
mode  of  proceeding  by  petition  instead  of 
proceeding  by  bill.    How  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers then  in  the  House  were  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  such  proceedings,    or 
knew  the  difference  between  a  petition  and 
a    bill    in    Chancery  ?    and   yet   he    saw 
an  array  of  hon.  Members  summoned  by 
the  Government  to  support  them  in  passing 
this  Bill.     But  if  they  were  to  enter  on 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  show,  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  intelligence  of  any  man  of  common 
sense,  why  this  proposal  to  substitute  pe- 
titions for   bills  was  an   entire  mistake. 
First   of   all,   however,    he  must   protest 
against  that  House  assuming  cognizance 
of  any  such  question  ;    and  he   address- 
ed himself  to  thoso  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment who   were   laymen,   but  whose 
duty  it  was  to  attend  as  well  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  as  one  of  the  great  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  as  to  any  other  insti- 
tution which  they  were  bound  to  preserve 
and  put  into  a  perfect  state.     He  contend- 
ed that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  the  power 
of  doing  all  that  any  man  could  say  was 
useful  in  this   Bill.      If  he    were   right 
in  that  proposition,  what  followed?      If 
they  took  the  work  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor   of    Ireland  out  of  his  hands  —  if 
they  assumed  as  the  House  of  Commons 
to  pass  these  minute  regulations  on  points 
of  practice,  and  course  of  pleadin|f,  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  make,    did  they  not 
deprive  his  office  of  all  that  responsibility 
which  alone  could  give  to  it  its  dignity  and 
public  utility?     Upon  that  ground  alone 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  that  this  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,   however   small  the    number    of 
Members  who  would  vote  with  him.  He  was 
aware  that  his  hon.  and   learned  Friend 
the    Member  for    Coventry   proposed   to 
bring  in  a  measure  with  reference  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in   England.      When 
they  came  to  deal  with  that  measure  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  consider  its  scope. 
But  if  it  was  to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor 
greater  power  than  he  now  had  to  rectify 
abuses  in  his  court,  he  should  be  ready  to 
support  it,  when  he  knew  that  such  power 
was  really  wanting.  But  why  had  we  hither- 
to had  no  measure  of  the  kind  in  England? 
Because  we  had  at  the  head  of  the  Court  of 
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Chancery  in  England  a  learned  Judge,  who, 
howcyer  much  he  (Mr.  Stuart)  might  differ 
from  him  on  political  matters  in  many 
points,  he  would  say  was  a  Judge  to  whom 
the  public  owed  the  greatest  obligations; 
who  was  possessed  of  great  talents  and 
great  learning;  who  had  discharged  the 
Unctions  of  his  office — he  (Mr.  Stuart) 
spoke  of  his  judicial  functions,  not  of  his 
political,  to  which  he  (Mr.  Stuart)  took 
great  exception  —  in  a  manner  that  had 
made  hira  pre-eminent;  who  had  restored 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  degree  of 
dignity  and  importance  which  ho  (Mr. 
Stuart)  grieved  to  say  had  been  previously 
somewhat  impaired,  and  created  that  con- 
fidence in  his  learning  and  integrity  in 
administering  the  duties  of  his  office,  which 
made  every  member  of  his  bar  concur  in 
saying  he  was  eminently  fitted  to  preside 
over  the  court  which  he  so  much  adorn- 
ed. He  (Mr.  Stuart)  was  happy  to  bear 
testimony,  when  it  could  be  borne  with 
truth,  to  the  merits  of  any  individual 
Member  of  a  Government,  however  he 
might  be  opposed  to  the  general  po- 
licy of  that  Government  ;  but,  having 
mentioned  his  opinion  of  the  capacity  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  he  asked 
what  was  the  House  to  infer  from  it  with 
reference  to  such  a  Bill  as  this  being 
brought  in  for  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
Ireland  ?  The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land had  never  sought  the  assistance  of  the 
Legislature.  He  know  he  had  the  power 
to  rectify  the  proceedings  of  his  court,  and 
that  any  regulations  he  made  would  be  re- 
ceived with  respect  and  confidence,  and 
that  if  they  failed  in  their  operation,  he 
would,  from  the  knowledge  of  his  good  in- 
tention, restore  confidence,  and  have  the 
yigour  and  power  to  make  such  further  re- 
forms as  might  be  necessary.  No  Bill  was 
introduced  for  the  English  Court  of  Chan- 
cery because  none  was  necessary.  Why 
was  there  one  necessary  for  Ireland  ?  Par- 
liament had  lately  boon  legislating  for  Ire- 
land, and  for  the  landed  property  of  that 
country  in  particular,  without  the  slightest 
success.  Year  after  year  Bills  had  been 
brought  in,  founded  doubtless  on  just  com- 
plaints regarding  the  Court  of  Chancery; 
but  hitherto  those  measures  had  proved 
signal  failures.  [Mr.  Keogii  :  No,  no!] 
An  hon.  and  learned  Member  behind  him 
would  except  the  Bill  passed  last  Session 
for  facilitating  the  sale  of  encumbered  es- 
tates,  but  he  would  advise  that  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  not  to  halloo  till  he  was 
out  of  the  wood.     Perhaps  the  hon.  and 


learned  Gentlemftn  would  inform  the  House 
how  many  estatoB  had  been  sold  under  the 
Commission.  When  the  Bill  was  before 
the  House  last  year,  he  (Mr.  Stuart)  said 
that  it  prorided  for  the  appointment  of 
three  Commissioners  to  do  the  dutj  of  the 
Lord  Chaneellor  of  Ireland;  and  he  said 
so  still.  He  had  not  the  honour  of  know- 
ing  the  Irish  Lord  Chancellor-^he  was  not 
sure  that  he  even  knew  his  name;  bnt 
whoever  he  happened  to  be,  he  was  one  oi 
the  most  fortunate  of  mankind.  Last  year 
he  succeeded  in  persuading  the  House  to 
appoint  a  Commission,  at  the  expense  of 
English  as  well  as  Irish  pockets,  to  per- 
form duties  which  he  ought  to  dischai^ 
himself;  and  now,  here  was  another  Bill 
introduced  to  relieve  him  from  fiirUier 
trouble  and  responsibility.  We  had  en- 
cumbered estates  in  England,  and  thej 
were  sold,  without  giving  rise  to  any  com- 
plaint, under  the  jurisdiotion  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England. 
Why  was  not  the  same  thing  done  in  Ire- 
land ?  It  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, who  sat  opposite,  would  have  arailed 
himself  of  the  proposed  second  reading  of 
the  present  Bill  to  make  an  exposition  of 
the  horrible  abuses  which  were  said  to  exist 
in  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
of  Ireland,  and  proposed  to  be  remedied 
by  this  Bill.  If  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  would  discharge  his  duty,  one  half 
of  the  legislation  which  was  going  on 
would  be  unnecessary.  Complaints  were 
constantly  made  against  rcceiyers  in  Ire- 
land; but  those  were  in  fact  complaints 
against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  whose  officers 
those  receivers  were,  appointed  by  him, 
and  entirely  under  his  control.  When  Sir 
E.  Sugden  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, there  were  comparatively  few  of 
these  complaints  against  receiyers.  This 
Bill  had  been  evidently  prepared  by  the 
Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Irish  Solicitor  General;  and  he  (Mr. 
Stuart)  thought  that  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  not  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Enofland.  ouscht  to  conduct  this  Bill 
through  the  House,  and  explain  why  it  was 
necessary,  and  what  was  its  nature. 

Mr.  HATCHELL  said,  he  was  not  a 
Member  of  the  House  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced. 

Mr.  STUART  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  a  Member  of  the  House 
when  the  second  reading  was  mored. 
Did  any  Member  of  the  Opposition  then 
come  forward  and  say  that  it  was  necessaiy 
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to  have  a  Bill  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  en- 
cumbered estates  bj  reason  of  abuses  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  ?  But  his  objections  to 
the  measure  augmented  when  he  came  to 
look  at  its  provisions.  The  great  scope  of 
the  Bill  was  to  alter  the  mode  of  pleading 
in  the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery  from  bill 
and  answer  to  petition.  This  was  not  a 
new  matter.  In  1812  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Solicitor  General's  honoured  father  in- 
troduced a  Bill  to  give  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  England  a  limited  jurisdiction 
by  way  of  petition — it  was  limited  to  cases 
of  charities.  The  experience  of  the  past 
must  guide  us  as  to  ihe  future.  If  he 
eould  be  satisfied  that  the  present  Bill 
would  shorten  the  way  to  justice  and  di- 
minish expense,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any 
man  in  endeavouring  to  pass  it  into  a  law. 
But  what  did  he  find  with  respect  to  the 
Act  of  1812  ?  As  long  as  the  jurisdiction 
by  petition  was  limited  to  charity  cases,  its 
operation  was  eminently  beneficial;  but 
when  Sir  Thomas  Plumer  extended  it  to 
the  celebrated  Ludlow  case,  in  which  the 
controversy  turned  on  title  to  land,  the  re- 
sult was  most  unfortunate.  Sir  Thomas 
Plumer  made  what  he  believed  to  be  a  sound 
order  on  the  petition  presented  in  that  case; 
but  an  appeal  was  entered  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  after  ten  years  had  been  lost, 
and  thousands  of  pounds  expended,  this 
order  was  reversed,  and  the  case  com- 
menced afresh  in  the  old  form  of  a  bill 
and  answer.  That  was  a  case  parallel  to 
many  which  might  be  expected  to  occur 
under  the  operation  of  the  present  Bill, 
should  it  ever  become  law.  The  measure 
would  effect  no  saving  of  time  or  expense, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  increase  litiga- 
tion, and  add  to  the  profits  of  lawyers. 
Now  this  was  the  sort  of  proceeding  which 
this  Act  intended  to  authorise.  [Mr. 
CocKBURN :  Hear,  hear!]  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Southampton  might 
think  ten  years  of  litigation  a  very  good 
thing,  and  so  it  was — for  lawyers.  Every 
one  who  thought  that  an  advantage,  would 
support  this  Bill,  but  he  was  not  one  of 
those  persons.  These  schemes  for  accele- 
rating the  pace  of  justice  did  not  always 
fulfil  the  expectations  of  their  projectors. 
For  instance,  he  understood  that  the  Com- 
mission appointed  under  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Bill  had  not  yet  sold  a  single  acre; 
but  all  the  proceedings  in  the  respective 
eases  were  going  on,  and  the  estates  were 
being  eaten  up  by  double  sets  of  costs,  for 
almost  every  encumbered  estate  in  Ireland 
was  before  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  de- 


voured by  the  double  costs  of  those  two 
tribimals.  From  an  announcement  recently 
made  that  the  proceeding  in  sixteen  causes 
before  the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery  had 
been  stopped,  he  feared  that  the  estates 
had,  in  those  cases,  been  swallowed  up  by 
the  costs.  There  was  no  mode  of  proceed- 
ing so  unsatisfactory  as  that  of  commencing 
by  petition,  when  important  disputes  were 
to  be  decided;  for  it  rendered  it  necessary 
for  the  parties  to  enter  into  a  contest  of 
affidavits  at  enormous  length  and  enor- 
mous expense,  and  without  ever  fairly  join- 
ing issue  on  the  rent  question.  The  first 
question,  he  repeated,  was  whether  they 
were  or  were  not  about  to  execute  duties 
which  properly  devolved  on  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  ?  and  if  they  were  to  in- 
terfere, he  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  whether  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland  had  framed  the 
Bill,  or  to  what  extent  he  approved  of  it, 
so  that  on  the  subsequent  stages  they 
might  be  better  able  to  decide  how  far 
their  interposition  was  required.  In  the 
meantime  he  begged  to  move  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  on  that  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  he  ad  LAM  said,  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  contended  that  this 
House  could  not,  or  at  any  rate  ought  not, 
to  interfere  by  legislation,  because  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  had  power  to 
make  orders  which  would  have  the  same 
effect  as  the  enactments  of  the  Bill.  He 
(Mr.  Headlam)  contended  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  had  no  power  to 
make  such  order.  And  he  further  argued 
that  even  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
had  such  power,  still  it  was  no  reason  why 
the  House  should  not  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  For  it  was  quite  clear  that  no 
such  power  had  been  exercised,  and  no 
such  orders  had  been  made,  nor  was  there 
the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  such 
orders  would  be  made  without  the,  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature.  Consequently, 
as  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  had 
power  to  make  such  orders,  it  was  no  rea- 
son why  the  House  ought  not  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill;  but  the  least  investigation 
of  the  Bill  would  satisfy  the  House  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  thus  pro- 
ceed by  order;  for  instance,  by  the  15th 
Section  it  was  provided  that  in  certain 
cases  the  orders  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery 
should  have  the  effect  of  orders  of  the 
Court.  Now  it  was  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  contend  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
could,  without  the  assistance  of  the  Legisr 
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lature,  give  such  authorities  to  the  Masters, 
or  delegate  to  another  the  powers  vested  in 
him  hy  the  constitution.  The  Bill  of  Sir 
S.  Romilly,  so  far  from  heing  open  to  the 
animadversions  of  his  hon.  Friend,  was  one 
of  great  utility ;  and  although  it  had  heen 
construed  with  great  jealousy,  and  there 
had  heen  several  decisions  upon  it  most 
materially  confining  its  operations,  still  it 
had  materially  reduced  the  expenses  in 
many  proceedings,  so  that  the  inference  to 
he  deduced  from  that  measure  was  in  fa- 
vour of  the  present  Bill;  and  his  hon. 
Friend  was  not  happy  in  quoting  it  as  an 
argument  against  similar  measures  heing 
adopted  hereafter.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  is  closely  di- 
rected to  the  great  defects  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  which  are — ^first,  the  expensive 
and  voluminous  proceedings  before  a  cause 
is  at  issue  ;  secondly,  the  additional  great 
mass  of  documents  that  accumulate,  after 
a  cause  is  at  issue,  under  a  system  which 
requires  all  evidence  to  be  in  writing; 
and,  thirdly,  the  manner  in  which,  when 
a  cause  is  ready  for  a  decree,  references 
are  made  to  the  Masters  of  the  Court. 
Hon.  Members  know  that  a  reference  to  a 
Select  Committee  is  often  identical  with  a 
decision  to  shelve  a  matter  before  the 
House.  How  would  business  be  conducted 
if  all  matters  before  the  House  were  re- 
ferred to  Select  Committees  to  report  upon 
before  decision  was  ever  adopted?  This 
Bill  provides  a  remedy  for  the  first  of  these 
evils,  namely,  the  length  of  modern  plead- 
ings, by  enabling  the  parties  to  proceed 
upon  petition.  It  abolishes  the  necessity 
for  documentary  evidence,  by  enabling  evi- 
dence to  be  taken  vivd  voce;  and,  lastly, 
and  what  was  really  the  most  important 
part  of  the  Bill,  it  prevented  the  necessity 
of  a  cause  being  bandied  backwards  and 
forwards  between  the  Court  and  the  Mas- 
ter, by  enabling  the  Master  to  make  orders 
having  the  effect  of  orders  of  the  Court; 
and  by  enabling  simple  matters,  such  as 
the  administration  of  the  estates  of  de- 
ceased persons,  to  be  at  once  referred  to 
the  Master.  This  was  somewhat  on  the 
principle  of  the  Joint  Stock  Companies 
Winding-up  Act,  which  had  been  the 
means  of  doing  justice  in  cases  of  great 
difficulty,  and  d  fortiori^  would  be  eflfectual 
in  matters  so  much  more  simple  in  their 
nature.  In  conclusion,  he  (Mr.  Headlam), 
without  pledging  himself  to  all  the  details 
of  the  measure,  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
that  it  would  tend  to  make  the  Court  of 
Chancery  an  institution  more  suited  to  the 


spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  wants  of  modern 
society. 

Mb.  KEOGH  said,  that  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Newark  had 
flung  his  challenges  very  boldly  about  the 
House,  and  was  rather  imprudent  and  dis- 
courteous in  asserting  that  there  "were  not 
four  men  in  the  House  who  understood 
the  subject,  especially  when  he  recollected 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  England,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  introduced  the  Bill,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Coventry, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Memherfor  Southamp- 
ton, and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Newark  himself,  were  all  present.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  anticipations  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  were  unfounded.  He 
had  asked  the  House  had  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Bill  effected  their  object,  and  made 
several  lively  remarks  upon  a  single  estate 
not  having  been  sold  as  yet  under  its  pro- 
visions. He  (Mr.  Keogh)  would  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  however,  how 
long  had  that  Bill  been  in  operation  ? 
Why,  only  four  months.  What  would 
have  taken  place  if  a  bill  in  Chancery  had 
been  filed  for  the  same  period.  Why,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  be  per- 
fectly well  aware,  if  he  filed  a  bill  in  one 
of  the  simplest  causes,  four  years,  and  not 
four  months,  should  elapse  before  a  sale 
could  be  effected.  He  (Mr.  Keogh)  knew 
of  a  suit  where  the  bill  was  filed  in  the 
year  1794,  in  which  the  estates  were  not 
sold  yet.  Suppose  a  bill  were  filed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  England,  what  time 
would  it  take  ?  [Mr.  Stuabt  :  Six  weeks.] 
In  Ireland  it  would  take  two  months.  If 
the  plaintiff  chooses  to  amend  his  bill,  two 
months  more.  If  a  single  party  in  the  suit 
dies,  there  must  be  a  bill  of  revivor  filed. 
He  happened  to  be  attending  professionalij 
before  the  Commissioners  for  the  Sale  of 
Encumbered  Estates.  It  was  necessaiy 
to  produce  a  certificate  from  the  Court  of 
Chancery  showing  the  state  of  the  case. 
The  extent  of  the  Bill  was  twenty-three 
skins  of  parchment,  and  there  was  a  sup- 
plemental bill  of  seventy-two  skins.  There 
were  sixty  or  seventy  defendants  in  tiiat 
suit,  but  there  was  one  circumstance  wor- 
thy the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Newark,  that  the  same  coun- 
sel who  signed  the  original  bill,  signed  also 
twenty-five  answers  of  the  defendants.  No 
English  lawyer  in  that  House  could,  and 
certainly  no  English  layman  could  at  all 
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estimate  the  enormity  of  the  evil  inflicted 
by  so  expensive  and  tedious  a  proceeding 
upon  a  poor  country  like  Ireland.  Such 
costly  and  cumbrous  machinery  was  bad 
enough  in  England,  but  in  Ireland  its  evils 
were  quadrupled.  There  could,  therefore, 
be  few  greater  boons  to  that  country  than 
a  measure  which  would  render  Chancery 
suits  of  shorter  duration  and  less  expensive. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Newark 
urged  another  objection  against  the  En- 
cumbered  Estates  Bill — namely,  that  it 
had  not  stopped  suits  in  Chancery;  but  he 
answered  himself  in  the  same  breath,  for 
he  said  he  was  horrified  at  reading  in  a 
newspaper  that  sixteen  Chancery  suits  had 
been  stopped  by  it.  He  accused  the  House 
of  supporting  a  measure  without  under- 
standing it.  For  his  (Mr.  Keogh's)  own 
part,  he  could  truly  say  he  had  taken  pains 
to  understand  it;  and  if  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  carried  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  in  his  memory,  he  must  know  that  the 
moment  the  order  of  sale  was  pronounced 
under  the  Encumbered  Estates  Bill,  that 
moment  the  Commissioners  must,  by  the 
very  wording  of  the  Act,  send  a  notifica- 
tion of  the  fact  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  would  immediately  cause  all  proceed- 
ings in  his  court  to  be  stopped.  He  be- 
lieved the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral would  agree  with  him  in  this  state- 
ment. [The  Solicitor  General  :  Hear, 
hear !  ]  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
asked  why  did  not  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  reform  his  own  court  ?  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  not  treated 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  well.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said,  he  did 
not  even  know  the  name  of  that  learned 
person;  but  they  who  came  from  Ireland 
were  bound  to  know  the  names  of  the  past 
and  the  present  Chancellors,  and  Chancel- 
lors who  were  to  be.  But  although  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  laboured  under 
the  disadvantage  of  being  unknown  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Newark,  he 
had  yet  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  he 
was  esteemed  and  respected  by  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  profession,  and  that  he  had 
secured  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all 
parties  in  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  Keogh)  had 
not  the  honour  of  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  that  distinguished  functionary,  but  he 
believed  there  was  nobody  who  knew  him 
that  did  not  respect  him.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  asked  why  the  Irish 
Lord  Chancellor  did  not  reform  his  court. 
He  (Mr.  Keogh)  would  endeavour  to  give 
an  answer.       He  remembered  sitting  in 


company  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Ripon,  upon  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  this  very  sub- 
ject of  Chancery  reforms.  He  remem- 
bered also  before  that  Committee  a  gentle- 
man was  examined,  whose  name  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Newark  would 
probably  know — Sir  Edward  Sugden,  and 
that,  on  Sir  Edward  Sugden  being  asked 
why  those  changes  and  reforms  had  not  been 
introduced  by  him,  he  replied  that  he  had 
made  great  reforms  in  particular  branches 
of  the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery,  but  there 
were  certain  other  and  more  important  re- 
forms which  he  could  not  properly  attempt, 
and  which  he  doubted  his  authority  to 
carry  into  operation,  for  many  of  those 
practices  which  it  was  desirable  to  reform 
had  been  long  established,  and  had,  in 
a  manner,  been  sanctioned  by  custom,  and 
had  been  conformed  to  by  the  profession 
for  a  long  course  of  years.  The  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  that  the  grossest 
abuses  existed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
England;  and,  indeed,  the  moment  this 
measure  was  introduced,  English  barristers 
vied  with  one  another  in  declaring  the  ne- 
cessity of  reform.  Now,  he  asked  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  why,  if  the  Lord 
Chancellors  of  England  had  the  power  to 
reform  (and  surely  they  had  as  much 
power  as  the  Lord  Chancellors  of  Ireland), 
why,  he  repeated,  the  English  Lord  Chan- 
cellor had  not  reformed  those  abuses  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  there 
were  not  even  four  lawyers  in  the  House 
who  understood  the  Bill,  although  this  Par- 
liament contained  a  greater  number  of 
barristers  (if  not  lawyers)  than  any  within 
the  memory  of  man.  Well,  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Coventry  seemed 
to  think  legislation  for  those  abuses  was 
requisite,  for  he  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  suppress  them. 
If  the  Lord  Chancellor  could  per  se  remedy 
them,  where  was  the  need  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Coventry  ?  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said,  that  if  the  Bill  lessened 
the  time  of  the  suit,  or  diminished  the  ex- 
penditure— if  it  made  law  cheap  and  ac- 
cessible, he  would  support  it.  How  could 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  doubt  that  it 
would  have  these  efi^ects,  if  indeed  he  had 
himself  perused  the  Bill  ?  For,  in  the  first 
place,  it  proposed  that  a  simple  petition 
might  be  filed  by  a  party,  briefly  stating  his 
rights;  that  the  opposing  party  might  there- 
upon put  in  his  answer,  and  annex  inter- 
rogatories to  his  petition.     But  there  waa 
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a  new  and  a  great  ingredient  introdaccd  ;  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
jnto  this  Bill— one  that  had  been  often  dc-  .  ccnr.  He  certainly  did  not  profess  to  any  pro- 
tired  by  the  most  eminent  Judges,  and  one  found  knowledge  of  the  mysteries  of  that 
th^  ahjienco  of  which  was  constantly  felt  court,  but  still  he  knew  quite  enough  to 
in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  that  evidence  enable  him  to  see  through  the  ntter  liiti- 
might  Ik;  taken  rirj  xf/ce.  The  hon.  and  lity  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
\tkrtnA  Gentleman  seemed  to  forget  an-  objections  to  the  proposed  measure.  As 
other  prori.Mion  in  this  Bill — a  most  valu-  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  said  no 
ahl/;  proviJiion,  namely,  that  persons  who  two  lawyers  agreed  as  to  the  merits  of  this 
m%\ifA  to  enter  into  tedious  and  expensive  .  Bill,  he  had  ventured  to  express  his  dls- 
Iftigation,  and  who  objected  to  proceedings '  sent,  although  he  did  not  practise  in  the 
tiuA(*.r  the  Act,  must  give  security  for  the  ^  Court  of  Chancery.  His  general  professional 
tni%iik  iriccirred  in  huch  proceedings.  That .  knowledge,  howcTer,  of  matters  in  Chan- 
wan  a  wi^e  and  a  salutary  provision,  for  in  eery  enabled  him  to  form  a  judgment  on 
Ireland  many  estates  were  encumbered  -  this  subject,  and  he  felt  bound  to  saj  that 
h^ryond  their  value.  The  defendant  clung .  he  had  never  beard  a  weaker  case  than 
U9  the  fioil,  and  determined  upon  getting ,  that  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  He 
AM  mueh  aH  he  could  out  of  it,  knowing  that  j  had  never  in  his  life  beard  such  a  case  as 
in  reality  it  wan  no  longer  his  own.  But  |  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  at- 
hy  thfi  litii(iouHriesH  and  delay  which  he  |  tempted  to  put  forward  against  this  Bill. 
f!aiiM<)d,  till)  hotifrHt  creditor  was  put  to  great  i  It  put  him  in  mind  of  an  old  and  memo- 
<!)i|if:rifi«%  which  ho  could  never  be  rcim- 1  rable  saying  of  a  celebrated  nobleman — 
hunted    in  conwequ^'nco  of  the   needy  cir- ,  Earl  Chatham — which,  though  uttered  long 


(:iimAlanc<?M  of  the  defendant.  The  provi- 
ttlonn,  too,  of  i\u:  \2\\\  Cluuse  were  most 
iin|»oitaht.      Tlii^y  wen;    - 


It 


ago,  appeared  applicable  to   the   present 
day — that  if  you  were  to  introduce  a  mea- 
sure to  shake  the  British  sonstitntion  to  its 
Willi  ri'.%\itu.i  Ui  tlio  .vlmiriiHtration  of  the !  centre,  the  lawyer  would  remain  quiet  in 
"     '  '  •..      — .  .    .,    i  IjJjj  cabinet;  but  if  you  attempted  to  shake 

one  of  the  cobwebs  in  Westminster-hall, 
the  whole  body  of  lawyers  would  rush  ont 
to  its  defence.  For  himself,  he  believed 
that  this  measure  was  calculated  to  work  a 
most  salutary  reform  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland;  and 
when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ob- 
served that  it  had  not  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  introduce  any  such  measure  for 
England,  he  could  only  say  that  as  he  had 
no  doubt  these  measures  would  be  found  to 
work  most  advantageously  in  Ireland  in 
providing  the  facilities  for  the  transfer  of 
land  which  the  exigencies  of  that  country 
required,  and  as  he  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  only  one  degree  less  necessary  in  this 
country,  he  trusted  that  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  similar  measures  should 
be  introduced  here.  What  were  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Newark  ?  He  commenced  by  saying  that 
they  were  encroaching  on  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  that  le- 
_     .  .         ,     ^  ,    ,        ,  ,  S^^  functionary  having  the  power  and  juris- 

tion  of  Its  provisions,  he  felt  bound  to  ten- '  diction  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  his 
der  his  thanks  to  the  hon.  and  learned  So- 1  court,  so  as  to  make  them  most  consistent 
licitor  General  for  bringing  it  in.  with  the  interests  of  the  suitors;  but  when 

MR.COCKBURNsaid,thehon.andlearn-  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  stated 
ed  Member  for  Newark  had  been  pleased  to  |  that,  and  at  the  same  time  added  that  the 
direct  one  or  two  sarcastic  observations  to-  1  Lord  Chancellor  had  not  so  inteifercd,  that 
wards  him,  as  though  his  particular  branch  \  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Cockburn's)  opinion  reason 
^  practice  did  not  render  him  conversant   enough  for  Pariiament  to  interfere.     Were 


hnlh\*t  uf  a  Atuu'ittKoA  fHTMori  -  with  n;Hp**ct  to  the 
fiffriiiflfiKiirh  hfifl  ri'di-iiiption  of  iriort;ra*jc>} — with 
run\t*xvX  Ut  th«  «|i|fOtiitmoiitof  new  trustees — with 
r*in\Hu\i  Ui  tho  A|>{Hiiijtrfi(;iit  oi*  guardians  and  the 
filloMrftii(5o  ttt  inainti'iianco  to  infants — and  with 
ff.tt\n'.fX  Ut  Mijch  other  branclK'M  of  the  said  juris- 
<ii';tiori  AM  tho  Lord  Cliancellor  of  Ireland,  with 
tlift  fi««i«t&iir*o  of  iho  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Irc- 
Und,  by  any  Kcncral  order  to  bo  made  as  hcrein- 
Aft4ir  provided,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  to 
Ihj  within  the  scope  of  this  Act,  the  Court  may,  on 
th«  apjilieation  of  p^ititioners,  and  on  the  produc- 
tion or  such  affidavit  or  verification  as  aforesaid, 
by  order  made  in  a  summary  way,  and  without 
notice  to  any  other  parties,  unless  the  Court  sec 
fit  to  direct  any  such  notice  to  bo  given,  refer  the 
said  i>etition  to  the  Master  in  Ordinary  of  the  said 
court  in  rotation,  either  generally  pr  with  such 
special  directions  with  reference  thereto  as  to  tho 
Court  may  seom  fit.'' 

He  believed  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  had  no  reason  to  regret  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  to  Ireland — he  believed 
it  was  calculated  to  do  much  good — he  felt 
convinced  that  the  majority  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers, as  well  as  the  majority  of  tho  Irish 
people,  felt  grateful  for  its  provisions;  and 
for  his  own  part,  after  a  careful  considera- 
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they  to  wut  until  the  judicial  authorities 
Feformed  the  court  and  its  procedure  ?  If 
BO  they  might  wait  for  ever.  It  was  enough 
^en  for  him  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
not  interfered;  but  he  said  more,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  would  have  been  wrong  in 
interfering.  In  matters  of  petty  and  minute 
detail,  no  doubt  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  reform  his  court;  but  when 
ihey  came  to  deal  with  the  essential  prin- 
ciples of  procedure,  he  denied  that  the 
Judge  had  any  right  to  discharge  the  func- 
tions of  the  Legislature.  Nothing  could 
be  more  mischievous  than  such  a  course; 
and  he  said,  therefore,  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor would  have  acted  with  a  very  unwise 
discretion,  and  in  his  (Mr.  Cockburn*s) 
judgment,  most  unconstitutionally,  if  he 
had  attempted  to  introduce  the  reforms 
which  this  Bill  proposed.  But,  more  than 
that,  he  contended,  so  cumbrous  were  the 
proceedings,  so  voluminous  were  the  plead- 
ings, so  various  and  incessant  were  the  op- 
portunities for  delay,  so  numerous  were  the 
interruptions  which  might  be  interposed  by 
the  death  of  old  parties,  or  the  introduction 
oi  new  parties  to  the  suit,  or  by  the  chi- 
eftnery  of  an  astute  practitioner,  that  the 
Judges  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  discharge 
their  judicial  duties  without  interfering 
with  the  functions  of  the  Legislature.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  remarks, 
therefore,  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Cockbum) 
to  convey  a  very  unjust  and  ungenerous 
attack  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  have 
heard  complaints  of  delay  in  the  English 
Court  of  Chancery  and  in  the  Masters' 
Offices ;  and  he  must  know  also  that,  in 
his  own  time,  new  Judges  had  been  added 
to  that  court  to  enable  them  to  get  through 
their  work.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man further  said,  that  the  machinery  of  the 
Bill  was  such,  that  after  much  delay  the 
parties  might  eventually  be  driven  to  adopt 
the  course  of  practice  at  present  pursued  ; 
but  that  was  not  so,  because  the  Act  gave 
the  Lord  Chancellor  the  power  to  decide 
what  was  the  proper  procedure  to  be  adopt- 
ed in  each  particular  case.  It  seemed  to 
him,  therefore,  that  the  attacks  which  the 
kon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  made  up- 
on this  Bill,  fell  altogether  to  the  ground. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  wished,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession,  to  express  his 
unbounded  acknowledgments  and  grateful 
thanks  to  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
S(^eitor  General  for  having  taken  the 
eourse  he  had  in  introducing  these  legal 
measures  to  the  House.     It  was  most  gra- 


tifying to  the  public,  and  he  was  sure  he 
might  add  to  the  legal  profession  also,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  to  see  that  distin- 
guished Member — distinguished  in  posi- 
tion, distinguished  by  his  office,  distin- 
guished by  his  great  learning  and  eminent 
talents,  taking  the  course  he  was  adopting; 
and  it  was  more  gratifying  to  them  all  to 
think  that  these  legal  reforms,  of  which 
they  all  felt  the  necessity,  were  proposed 
by  the  son  of  his  great  and  honoured  fa- 
ther, who  was  the  first  to  introduce  the 
great  question  of  legal  reform  into  the  le- 
gislation of  the  country.  It  was  most  gra- 
tifying to  think  that  the  son  was  treading 
in  the  father's  steps,  and  that  he  was  likely 
to  add  to  the  lustre,  honour,  and  renown 
of  the  name  of  Romilly. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  would 
trespass  on  the  House  only  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, whilst  he  addressed  himself  to  one 
or  two  observations  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Newark, 
although  they  had  been  already  sufficiently 
answered  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Athlone,  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  who  had  just  sat  down.  It  was 
impossible  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman could  think  that  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  could  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  without  a  sta- 
tute. If  he  meant,  indeed,  that  such  re- 
forms as  he  thought  expedient  could  be 
carried  out  without  a  statute,  he  might  be 
correct ;  but  he  (the  Solicitor  General) 
feared  that  such  reforms  would  be  very 
slender.  To  state,  however,  that  that 
which  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  Bill 
could  be  effected  by  any  Lord  Chancellor 
without  a  statute,  was  a  proposition  which, 
he  ventured  to  say,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  did  not  intend  seriously  to  as- 
sert upon  his  responsibility  as  a  lawyer. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
thought  fit — he  would  not  say  to  make  a 
direct  attack  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland — but  indirectly  he  had  said  that 
which  he  was  sure,  if  he  had  been  a  little 
better  acquainted  with  the  system  of  the 
law  in  that  country,  and  the  way  in  which 
it  was  administered  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, he  would  have  been  the  last  man  to 
say.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Athlone  had  fully  replied  to  that  observa- 
tion, and  he  (the  Solicitor  General)  felt 
that  he  should  only  be  doing  an  injustice 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  if  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  add  his  feeble  voice 
to  what  had  been  already  said.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Newark  had  been 
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Terj  sparing  in  his  observations  respecting 
the  defects  which  he  had  found  in  the  Bill, 
the  only  objection  being  that  the  proceed- 
ing was  by  petition.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  it  was  objectionable  that 
the  suit  was  to  be  defended  by  afHdavit, 
and  said  that  the  defendant  could  not  put 
his  defence  properly  upon  affidavit,  though 
he  could  upon  answer.  Ho  stated,  also, 
that  this  was  a  matter  which  was  not  pro- 
perly cognizable  by  that  House,  but  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  then  he  thought  that,  by  using  the 
legal  phrase,  "  answer,"  he  threw  a  sort 
of  mystical  blind  over  the  House  through 
which  they  could  not  penetrate.  Now,  he 
(the  Solicitor  General)  asked  confidently, 
what  was  the  difference  between  "answer" 
and  "  affidavit  ?  "  An  answer  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  statement  on  oath  of 
the  defence  the  party  made  to  the  Bill, 
together  with  a  specific  answer  to  every 
question  put  by  the  Bill,  so  that  they  only 
differed  in  this — that  the  one  omitted  all 
that  was  surplusage  and  unnecessary  in 
the  other.  In  all  other  respects  they  were 
identically  the  same.  He  must  warn  the 
House,  if  they  attempted  legal  reforms 
that  they  must  not  allow  lawyer  after  law- 
yer to  get  up,  and  tell  them  that  they 
were  not  capable  of  understanding  the 
subject.  The  House  might  depend  upon 
it,  if  they  could  not  reduce  a  legal  pro- 
position to  the  plain  principles  of  common 
sense,  comprehensible  to  persons  of  ordi- 
nary intelligence  and  understanding,  the 
defect  was  that  it  was  a  technical  system 
invented  for  the  creation  of  costs,  and  not 
to  promote  the  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice. His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had 
quoted  a  most  unfortunate  instance  for  the 
proposition  which  ho  intended  to  put  for- 
ward— he  referred  to  an  Act  of  Parliament 
brought  in  and  passed  through  that  House 
by  one  to  whom  he  (the  Solicitor  General) 
was  bound  by  every  pious  tie,  and  he 
stated  that  that  had  been  productive  of 
evil,  because  when  it  went  up  to  the  high- 
est tribunal  in  this  country  it  was  found 
inadequate  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Sir  T.  Flummer,  a  most 
cautious  and  active  judge,  understanding 
that  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  way  in  which 
it  was  intended,  considered  that  the  rights 
of  parties  coming  before  him  might  be  well 
understood  on  petition  and  affidavit.  That 
matter  was  referred  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
aad  it  so  happened  that  Lords  Eldon  and 
Redesdale  refused  to  go  into  the  question 
of  merits,  but  said,  it  was  necessary  for 


the  parties  to  go  orer  the  whole  agmin  by 
bill  and  answer ;  whereas  if  this  Act  had 
been  in  operation  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  them  so  to  have  decided,  but 
they  must  have  gone  on  with  the  caae  on 
its  merits.  Why  was  it  that  this  Act  wu 
introduced  if  the  court  could  haTe  pro- 
ceeded with  those  cases  by  petition  ?  Why 
was  it  that  petitions  had  been  introduced 
by  statute  after  statute  in  that  House,  mi- 
less  it  were  that  without  the  aathoritj  of 
Parliament  the  court  had  not  the  means  of 
allowing  those  matters  to  be  brought  be- 
fore it  by  petition.  Those  particular  in- 
stances showed  that  the  House  had  made 
the  experiment  in  cases  of  this  description, 
and  that  in  a  great  variety  of  cases  peti- 
tion was  a  safe,  simple,  and  speedy  mode 
of  determining  upon  the  rights  of  parties. 
He  should  not  detain  the  House  nirthsr, 
except  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Members  for  Newark  and 
Coventry,  who  had  thought  fit  to  say  that 
he  was  not  really  responsible  for  this  Bill, 
and  had  suggested  that  possiUj  some 
amount  of  labour  and  business  which  he  had 
to  perform  had  relieved  him  of  his  responn- 
bility.  Now,  he  begged  to  disclum  any- 
thing of  that  sort.  Whatever  might  be 
the  business  he  had  to  do,  be  conudeied 
that  that  was  no  excuse  whaterer,  and 
he  considered  that  he  was  fully  responsible 
for  every  Bill  on  which  his  name  appeared; 
and  if  there  were  any  defects  in  the  BiU, 
on  him  the  blame  ought  properly  to  &11, 
and  not  on  any  other  person  whatsoever. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  alM 
asked  whether  the  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced with  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Ghaa- 
ccllor  of  Ireland.  In  reply  to  that  ques- 
tion, he  had  to  state  that  he  should  not 
have  ventured  to  introduce  to  the  House, 
or  to  his  colleagues,  a  Bill  upon  this  sub- 
ject which  had  not  been  previouslj  sub- 
mited  both  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  ths 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  Though  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  every  expression  in  the 
Bill  met  with  their  sanction,  or  that  it 
was  by  any  means  perfect,  yet  he  did  say 
that  the  principles  and  object  of  the  BiU 
had  had  the  sanction  of  those  learned  and 
eminent  Judges.  He  begged  it  to  be  un- 
derstood distinctly,  that  in  the  attack  this 
Bill  made  on  the  practice  and  proceedings 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  be  made  no  i^ 
tack  whatever  upon  the  principles  and  kw 
administered  by  that  court.  That  there 
were  some  defects  that  might  be  removed 
by  statute,  he  did  not  deny;  but  he  did  say 
that  no  person  could  be  acquainted  wiu 
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the  system  of  law  administered  by  that 
court,  especially  that  which  compelled  peo- 
ple to  fulfil  to  the  full  extent  the  duties  of 
the  trusts  imposed  upon  them,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  regarded  agreements 
and  arrangements  between  people  of  the 
same  family,  without  feeling  that  it  admi- 
nistered not  only  a  great  system  of  civil 
law,  but  also  a  very  high  and  pure  system 
of  morality,  and  that  it  would  act  most 
beneficially  upon  the  interests  of  society 
if  that  system  were  much  more  extensiyely 
diffused,  and  were  generally  acted  upon. 
But  it  cast  a  slur  and  disparagement  upon 
the  name  of  Chancery,  and  the  doctrines 
of  high  morality  and  purity  which  pro- 
ceeded from  it  were  supposed  to  be  inju- 
rious, because  they  came  from  that  place 
from  which,  unfortunately,  no  suitor  scarcely 
ever  came  during  his  lifetime,  and  which 
never  afforded  its  protection  to  the  suitor 
unless  accompanied  by  a  heavy  penalty 
upon  his  fortune.  Though  he  felt  there 
were  many  things  in  the  Bill  which  might 
be  improved,  he  entreated  the  House  to 
sanction  its  principle  ;  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, he  would  take  every  means  in  his 
power  to  render  it  more  efifective,  and  to 
carry  it  into  complete  operation,  for  the 
removal  of  all  ambiguity,  and  any  doubt 
or  difficulty,  with  respect  to  the  intention 
of  its  provisions.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  now  proceed  with  the  second 
reading,  and  he  would  postpone  the  Com- 
mittee until  such  a  time  as  should  enable 
him  to  receive  and  consider  any  sugges- 
tions with  which  he  might  be  favoured. 

Ma.  W  A  LP  OLE  agreed  that  some  re- 
form —  and  an  extensive  reform  —  was  re- 
quired in  the  Court  of  Chancery  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  he  should  give 
his  hearty  support  to  measures  for  carry- 
ing out  that  reform.  He  begged  to  suggest, 
however,  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Solicitor  General  that  he  should 
refer  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  it  into  the  proper 
Bhape  for  caiTying  out  the  object  which 
everybody  had  in  view.  It  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  all  the  provisions 
should  be  most  carefully  examined,  and 
that,  in  his  opinion,  could  only  be  satisfac- 
torily done  in  a  Select  Committee. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  could 
not  consent  to  the  request  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend.  He  knew  what  the  effect 
of  submitting  a  measure  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee was.  He  would  endeavour  to  adopt, 
as  far  as  he  could,  every  practicable  sug- 
gestion; and  he  would  gladly  communicate 


with  any  one  who  should  favour  him  with 
suggestions  on  the  subject;  but  he  could 
not  consent  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

Mr.  turner  very  much  regretted 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
not  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
for  had  he  done  so,  he  should  have  had  no 
hesitation  in  voting  with  him.  Under  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  on 
the  present  occasion  —  unable,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  from  a  full  conviction  that  it  could 
not  be  carried  out ;  and  unable,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  agree  to  the  proposition  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Newark,  he  should  decline  voting  on 
either  side.  He  assured  the  House,  that, 
so  far  from  having  any  desire  to  defeat 
the  Bill,  any  time  or  sacrifice  which  he 
could  make  to  obviate  the  delay  and  ex- 
pense of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  should  be 
readily  given. 

Mr.  STUART,  in  reply,  said,  he  would 
not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a 
division,  and  his  reason  for  not  doing  so 
was  this,  that  there  was  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  (the  28th)  which  gave  full  power  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  make  all  the  neces- 
sary alterations,  and  he  intended,  when 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  to  move  that  it 
should  consist  of  that  clause  only.  He, 
therefore,  begged  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  present  occasion. 

Question,  **  That  the  word  *  now'  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2°,  and  committed  for  Friday, 
1st  March. 

REGISTRARS'  OFFICE  BANKRUPTCY 

BILL. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
*  *  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair. '  * 

Mr.  HENLEY  said,  that  as  there  had 
been  so  strong  a  manifestation  for  law  re- 
form by  the  Government,  he  hoped  a 
change  had  not  come  over  the  spirit  of 
their  dream,  as  he  feared  it  had  if  he  were 
to  judge  from  the  provisions  of  this  mea- 
sure. He  felt  himself  compelled  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  of  the 
offices  connected  with  the  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor — namely,  that  of  Secretary  of 
Bankrupts.  The  5th  and  6th  Victoria 
created  certain  deputy-registrars,  and  made 
this  provision,  that  in  the  event  of  the  de- 
cease of  the  person  called  registrar^  the 
Lord  Chancellor  should  fill  up  the  office  of 
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registrar  from  thcso  deputy -registrars. 
There  were  in  the  London  district  six 
commissioDcrs  of  bankrupts.  By  the  Act 
which  passed  last  year,  the  Legislature 
was  of  opinion  that  four  commissioners  of 
bankrupts  were  capable  of  doing  that 
which  six  had  now  to  do.  There  also  ex- 
isted an  officer  called  secretary  of  bank- 
rupts. He  had  something  to  do  in  the 
shape  of  taking  fees  from  the  fiat;  but 
now  the  fiat  was  done  away  with,  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Bill  of  last  year,  ho  (Mr.  Hen- 
ley) could  not  understand  what  the  secre- 
tary of  bankrupts  had  to  do.  Thi»  person 
received  a  salary  of  1,200?.,  his  chief  clerk 
500^,  and  the  second  clerk  300?.  a  year. 
All  the  duties  of  secretary  of  bankrupts 
were  capable  of  being  done  by  one  of  the 
six  gentlemen  in  the  London  district.  To 
show  that  this  was  the  case,  he  thought  it 
fair  to  the  House  to  let  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
how  the  duties  could  be  best  and  most 
economically  performed. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  loavo  out  from  tbo  word  *  That'  to  the  end 
of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words  '  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  the 
best  mode  of  dealing  with  the  office  of  Registrar 
of  Bankrupts,  now  vacant,'  instead  thereof." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said,  ho 
did  not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  gave  the 
House  much  encouragement  in  the  progress 
of  those  reforms  into  which  they  had  em- 
barked, when  ho  met  the  first  measure  for 
the  abolition  of  an  office  and  the  reduction 
of  a  salary  of  1,200?.  a  year  by  a  direct 
negative;  for  his  resolution  was,  not  that 
it  bo  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  that 
the  office  should  be  abolished,  but  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  filling  up  that  office.  What 
mode  could  bo  more  acceptable  to  his  hon. 
Priend  or  the  House  than  to  abolish  the 
office  and  the  salary  attached  to  it?  It 
appeared  to  him  that  when  the  office  was 
abolished,  and  the  salary  of  1,200?.  a  year, 
the  most  satisfactory  mode  had  been  ar- 
rived at.  His  hon.  Friend  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  statute;  but  if  it  were  as  he  stated, 
the  Act  was  necessary  for  abolishing  the 
office,  and  cutting  down  the  rate.  He  quite 
agreed  that  the  office  of  chief  registrar 
was  a  sinecure,  and  that  was  a  main  reason 
why  it  should  be  abolished.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill,  and  it  came  before  the 
House  in  a  former  Session,  that  on  the 
death  of  the  chief  registrar  the  office  should 
be  filled  by  the  secretary  of  bankruptcy. 
There  was  then  no  occasion  for  going  into 
nittee,  for  they  proposed  to  abolish 


the  office.  It  was  tnie,  the  seeretaij  of 
bankruptcy  did  not  discharge  the  datiet 
that  officer  had  formerly  done.  But  that 
officer  waa  necessary,  as  he  knew  fropn  hit 
noble  and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Chaa- 
cellor;  there  were  many  cases  in  which  he 
had  extensive  correspondence  in  his  ofiieial 
and  responsible  situation  of  secretaiy,  and 
it  was  therefore  that  the  office  was  to  be 
conferred  upon  him,  it  being  absolntelj  ne- 
cessary that  there  should  be  an  officer  of 
that  description.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
there  was  any  ground  for  an  inquiry  that 
that  office  should  be  immediately  filled,  and 
the  country  fixed  with  a  salary  of  1,20W. 
a  year. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  objected  to  the  Bill, 
because  it  would  make  the  secretary  of 
bankrupts  chief  registrar  of  the  Conrt  of 
Bankruptcy,  and  would  so  perpetuate  the 
latter  office.  He  agreed  in  the  necessity 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  chief  registrar 
as  an  absolute  sinecure,  for  all  the  biui> 
ness  the  registrar  was  expected  to  do  wm 
performed  by  the  accountant  of  bank- 
ruptcy, who  had  a  salary  of  1,500/.  a  year. 
But  the  question  was,  why  should  the  see- 
rctary  of  bankrupts  be  appointed  to  an 
office  the  duties  of  which  were  nil  f  It 
had  been  shown  before  a  Select  Commit* 
tee,  which  inquired  into  this  subject  some 
time  ago,  that  the  office  of  secretary  of 
bankrupts  was  also  a  sinecure;  for  before 
the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  last  year  was  passed, 
that  officer  had  nothing  to  do.  He  thought 
the  best  course  would  be  to  refer  the  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee,  with  the  power  <tf 
hearing  evidence;  but  if  the  Bill  went  on, 
he  would,  on  third  reading,  move  such 
amendments  as  would  altogether  aboliah 
the  office  of  registrar  of  bankrupts. 

Mb.  MULLINGS  said,  it  had  been  trulr 
stated  that  under  the  Act  5th  and  6th 
Victoria,  there  were  to  be  six  registran; 
and  it  was  provided  by  that  statute  tiiat  at 
the  death  of  the  chief  registrar  one  of  the 
other  registrars  should  fill  the  office.  If, 
therefore,  instead  of  perpetuating  the  office 
of  secretary  of  bankruptcy  by  promoting 
him  to  the  office  of  chief  registrar,  they 
filled  that  office  by  advancing  one  of  the 
deputy  registrars,  a  saving  of  1,0001.  a 
year  would  be  effected.  It  was  provided 
by  the  statute  passed  last  year  that  the 
registrars  should  be  reduc^  to  four;  if, 
therefore,  one  of  the  six  deputy  registrars 
be  appointed  to  the  chief  registrarship  he 
gets  1,200^  a  year,  and  the  office  of  secre- 
tary of  bankruptcy — admittedly  a  sineeure 
— would  not  be  perpetuated.    He  consid- 


885 


The  Affray 


{Feb.  18} 


ered  by  tlie  arrangement  he  proposed,  a 
saving  of  1,900/.  a  year  would  be  effected. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  entirely 
dissented  from  the  statistical  details  brought 
forward  by  thehon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and 
contended  that  by  the  Bill  before  the  House 
a  saving  of  1 ,200?.  a  year  would  be  produced. 

Sir  H.  WILLOUGHBY  said,  it  ap- 
peared  to  him  that  neither  the  chief  re- 
gistrar of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  nor  the 
secretary  of  bankrupts  had  anything  to 
do,  and  he  therefore  did  not  see  how  the 
House,  with  any  pretensions  to  economy, 
could  perpetuate  such  offices. 

Mr.  W.  p.  wood  commenced  his  ob- 
servations by  reading  an  extract  from  the 
evidence  of  the  present  secretary  of  bank- 
ruptcy, the  object  of  which  was  to  show  that 
when  the  fiats  would  be  abolished,  there 
would  be  nothing  for  the  clerks  to  do.  It  was 
perfectly  true  that  by  the  Bill  before  them  a 
saving  would  be  effected,  but  by  that  Bill 
they  were  perpetuating  the  office  of  chief 
registrar,  and  were  attaching  one  useless 
office  to  another  to  perpetuate  one  of  them. 
As  long  as  the  present  secretary  of  bank- 
ruptcy continued  to  fill  the  office,  there 
would  be  a  saving;  but  then,  again,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  will  be  in  a  position  to 
appoint  a  perpetual  chief  registrar.  They 
might  not  detach  him  as  long  as  he  held 
the  office,  but  he  believed  the  days  of  that 
office  were  numbered. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  57 ;  Noes 
61 :  Majority  4. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 

Abdy,  T.  N.  Keppcl,  hon.  G.  T. 

Anson,  hon.  Col.  Kildare,  Marq.  of 

Baring,  rt.hon.  Sir  F.  T.  Labouchcre,  rt.  hon.  U. 

Bellew,  R.  M.  Lascclles,  hon.  W.  S. 

Berkeley,  C.  L.  G.  Lewis,  G.  C. 

Boyle,  hon.  Col.  Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 

Brockman,  E.  D.  Martin,  C.  W. 

Campbell,  hon.  W.  F.  Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 

Caulieild,  J.  M.  Mulgrave,  Earl  of 

Cockbum,  A.  J.  E.  Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 

Craig,  W.  G.  Paget,  Lord  A. 

Duadas,  Adm.  Palmerston,  Visct. 

Ebrington,  Vise.  Parker,  J. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  E.  Pelham,  Capt. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A.  Rich,  H. 

Freettun,  Col.  Romilly,  Sir  J. 

Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G.  Russell,  Lord  J. 

Grey.  R.  W.  Russell,  F.  C.  IL 

Hatchell,  J.  Shell,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 

Hawes,  B.  Shelburne,  Earl  of 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G.  Simeon,  J. 
Hobhonse,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J.     Somerville,rt.hn.SirW. 

Hobhouse,  T.  B.  Spearman,  H.  J. 

Howard,  Lord  E.  Stuart,  Lord  D. 

Howard,  Sir  R.  Tennent,  R.  J. 

Ferris,  Sir  J.  Towushend,  Capt. 


Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Willcox,  B.  M. 
Wilson,  J. 
Wyld,  J. 
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WyriU,  M. 

TKLLBB8. 

Tufnell,  H. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 
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Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Best,  J. 
Blair,  S. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Brown,  W. 
Bunbury,  E.  H. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
Clay,  J. 
Cobbold,  J.  C. 
Cocks,  T.  S. 
Currie,  H. 
Dodd,  G. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Duff,  G.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan.  G. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Fagan,  W. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Forster,  M. 


Macnagbten,  Sir  £. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Matheson,  Col. 
Morris,  D. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Palmer,  R. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Pilkington,  J, 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Ricardo,  0. 
Salwey,  Col. 
Scholefield,  W. 
Scully,  F. 
Shafto,  R.  D. 
Spooner.  R. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan.  M. 


Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J.      Tancred,  H.  W. 

Grattan,  H.  Thicknesse,  R.  A. 

Greene.  J.  Thompson,  Col. 

Gwjn,  H.  Thomely,  T. 

Ilardcastle,  J.  A.  Turner,  G.  J. 

lleadlam,  T.  E.  WiUoughby,  Sir  H. 

Ilcald,  J.  Wilson,  M. 

Hudson,  G.  Wood,  W.  P. 

Keogh,  W.  TELLERi. 

Kershaw,  J.  Henley,  J.  W. 

King,  hon.  P.  J.  L.  Bouverie,  E.  P. 

Words  added ;  Main  Question,  as  amend« 
ed,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Select  Committee  appointed,  '*  to  con- 
sider the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
office  of  Registrar  of  Bankrupts,  now  va- 
cant.*' 

The  House  adjourned  at  Twelve  o'clock 
till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Monday,  February  18,  1850. 

MiKDTBS.]    Public  Bills — !<>  Convict  PriiODi. 
2o  Acts  of  Parliament  Abbreviation. 

THE  AFFRAY  AT  DOLLY'S  BRAE. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  assure  you,  my 
Lords,  that  often  as  I  have  trespassed  be* 
fore  upon  your  attention,  and  often  as  I 
have  been  received  by  you  with  much  kind* 
ness  and  indulgence,  I  never  had  greater 
need  of  your  kindness  and  indulgence  thaa 
now,  when  I  am  about  to  bring  before  you 
matters  of  great  importance  in  themselves, 
as  aflfecting  not  only  the  character,  but 
also  the  private  conduct,  of  two  individuals 
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of  high  and  responsible  station,  both  Mem- 
bers of  jour  Lordships'  House,  and  both,  I 
rejoice  to  say  it,  present  in  their  places, 
but  of  greater  importance  still  as  affecting 
the  due  administration  of  justice,  the  posi- 
tion and  independence  of  the  magistracy, 
and  the  relations  in  which  they  ought  to 
stand,  and  have  been  placed,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  of  Ireland.  In  the  ob- 
servations which  I  shall  have  to  address  to 
your  Lordships,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  im- 
pugn the  public  conduct  of  my  noble  Friend 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  I  do  not 
wish  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  his  mo- 
tives. I  am  fully  satisfied  that  on  this  oc- 
casion, as  on  every  other  in  the  period  dur- 
ing which  he  has  been  in  his  high  office, 
his  main  desire  has  been  to  act  in  a  man- 
ner consistent  with  his  duty  to  himself, 
and  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  tranquil- 
lity of  Ireland.  1  believe,  my  Lords,  that 
he  has  taken  the  steps  which  I  am  about 
to  condemn  with  great  reluctance  and  much 
personal  pain  to  himself;  and  therefore, 
whilst  I  do  not  impugn  his  motives,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  impugn  the  discre- 
tion he  has  exercised,  and  to  denounce  his 
proceedings  both  as  erroneous  and  uncon- 
stitutional. I  must  also  impugn  the  con- 
duct of  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to 
act  in  a  capacity — judicial  shall  1  say,  or 
magisterial  ? — for  their  functions  partook 
of  both  characters,  and  yet  belonged  strictly 
to  neither.  I  must  also  impugn  the  con- 
duct of  the  learned  Commissioner  who  was 
sent  by  my  noble  Friend  the  Earl  of  Clar- 
endon to  examine  into  the  proceedings 
which  will  form  the  subject-matter  of  this 
discussion;  and  I  must  likewise  impugn 
the  conduct  of  a  high  officer  of  State,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who  permitted 
his  responsible  yet  independent  office  to  be 
degraded  into  a  merely  ministerial  one. 
having  thereby  abrogated  the  duty  imposed 
on  him  by  the  constitution — I  mean  the 
duty  of  directing  and  controlling,  if  not  of 
protecting  and  defending,  the  magistracy 
of  which  he  is  the  acknowledged  head. 
My  Lords,  in  bringing  this  case  before 
you,  I  shall  have  to  struggle  against  those 
feelings  of  impatience  by  which  you  cannot 
fail  to  be  animated  whilst  listening  to  de- 
tails and  citations  of  evidence  which  I  must 
necessarily  lay  before  you  in  order  to  bring 
it  fully  and  fairly  under  your  notice.  I  feel 
that  I  shall  also  have  to  labour  against 
prepossessions,  natural  to  many  minds, 
whilst  I  complain  of  the  periodical  and 
mischievous  demonstrations  or  processions 
of  one  or  other  of  the  parties  who  have  so 


long  distracted  Ireknd— demonstrations  or 
proceedings  which  are  indulged  in  onco  or 
twice  a  year,  and  which  have  a  tendency 
to  unsettle  the  minds  of  all  classes  of  men 
in  that  country,  to  renew  religious  and  poli- 
tical animosities,  and  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  which 
sometimes  terminate  even  in  the  loss  of 
life  itself.  In  the  aversion  which  I  enter- 
tain to  these  processions,  I  know  that  mj 
noble  Friend  near  me  (the  Earl  of  Roden) 
participates  almost  as  strongly  as  I  do,  for 
during  a  long  period  he  has  wished  tiiem 
to  be  abandoned,  and  has  even  used  his  in- 
fluence to  stop  them.  Of  mj  own  sincerity 
in  this  respect  I  can  give  you  no  stronger 
proof  than  this — that  having  been  chamd 
with  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land, under  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  mj 
noble  Friend  the  Master  of  the  Ordnance 
(the  Marquess  of  Anglesey),  I  was  the  in- 
dividual Minister  to  bring  in  the  Proces- 
sions Act,  which  from  the  year  1832  to 
the  year  1844,  when  it  expired,  re- 
moved all  doubts  as  to  their  iUe^itj, 
and  which,  as  I  believe,  not  only  pre- 
vented the  occurrence  of  any  distorh- 
ances,  but  also  contributed  mainly  to  mi- 
tigate that  rancorous  feeling  of  political 
and  religious  animosity  which  the  constant 
excitement  of  these  processions  generated 
and  increased.  Under  such  circumstances, 
my  Lords,  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  entertaining  an  undue  bias  in 
favour  of  the  Orange  processions  or  of 
the  Orange  party.  I  give  due  credit  to 
the  good  qualities  which  I  believe  that 
population  to  possess.  I  believe  the  mem- 
bers of  it  to  form  a  loyal,  industiious, 
brave,  energetic,  and  religious  population. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not 
among  them,  as  among  aU  bodies,  some 
men  with  whom  religion  and  loyalty  are 
not  really  implanted  in  their  heart  and  in 
their  conduct,  but  who  use  loyalty  and 
religion  as  mere  party  passwords,  under 
which  they  shroud  party  animosity  and 
political  virulence;  yet,  though  some  snch 
may  find  a  place  in  their  ranks,  I  do  not 
believe  that  such  a  character  belongs  to 
them  generally;  on  the  contrary,  I  brieve 
that  as  a  body  they  possess  the  good 
qualities  for  which  I  have  given  them 
credit;  and  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  if  any 
enemy,  foreign  or  domestic,  threatens  the 
dignity  of  the  Crown  of  England,  on  them, 
individually  or  collectively,  the  Crown  may 
repose  with  the  fullest  trust  and  confidence. 
But  I  am  far  from  denying  that  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  their  good  qualities. 
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from  their  loyalty,  from  their  industry, 
from  their  bravery,  from  their  energy,  and 
from  their  religion,  are  not  sometimes 
neutralised  by  that  organisation  which  pre- 
vails among  them,  and  by  their  demonstra- 
tions and  processions,  which  tend,  as  I 
have  before  said,  to  perpetuate  religious 
differences  which  it  would  be  well  to  ex- 
tinguish, and  to  keep  alive  feelings  of 
party  animosity  which  it  is  very  desirable 
to  put  down.  It  is  with  these  general 
views  that  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  particular  details  of  the 
case  now  before  the  House.  These  must 
now  be  familiar  to  all  your  Lordships;  yet, 
so  necessary  are  they  to  my  argument, 
that  I  will  crave  your  attention  whilst  I 
rapidly  run  over  the  particular  facts  to 
which  I  am  desirous  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Lordships.  Previously  to  the 
12th  of  July  last,  it  was  well  known  that 
on  that  day  a  great  demonstration  of  the 
Orange  body  in  the  province  of  Ulster 
would  take  place.  That  there  was  to  be  a 
large  procession — that  many  members  had 
declared  their  intention  of  coming,  accord- 
ing to  their  custom,  armed — that  they  were 
to  march  with  the  banners  of  their  respec- 
tive lodges,  with  bands  of  music,  and  with 
all  the  usual  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
such  processions.  Due  notice  of  this  in- 
tention was  given  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment; and  the  Government  thus  had 
an  opportunity  to  take,  and  did  actually 
take  measures,  to  meet  the  exigency  of 
which  it  was  apprised,  and  to  secure  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  peace,  in  case 
it  were  threatened.  In  pursuance  of  its 
plans,  the  Government  sent  down  two  sti- 
pendiary magistrates  and  two  troops  of  ca- 
valry, with  some  infantry,  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bally  ward,  from  which  place  the 
Orange  procession  was  to  move  first  by 
what  was  known  as  the  Pass  of  Dolly's 
Brae,  and  then  to  Castlewellan,  and  thence 
to  Tollymore-park,  the  seat  of  my  noble 
Friend  near  me  (the  Earl  of  Roden), 
where  preparations  had  been  made  for 
their  reception.  If  you  will  look  my 
Lords,  at  page  44  of  the  printed  papers 
now  on  your  table,  you  will  find  a  map  of 
the  country  between  Magheramayo-hill 
and  Dolly's  Brae.  Shortly  before  reaching 
the  hill  of  Magheramayo,  the  road  sepa- 
rates into  two  branches.  One,  the  old 
road,  goes  along  the  high  ground  to  Cas- 
tlewellan, and,  leaving  the  hill  of  Magher- 
amayo on  the  right,  reaches  to  the  top  of 
the  ridge  called  Dolly's  Brae,  where  it 
narrows  into  a  kind  of  defile,  in  which, 


according  to  the  evidence  now  before  you, 
an  inconsiderable  force  might  stop  a  force 
of  700  or  800  men.  The  new  road  keeps 
the  level  ground,  runs  round  the  base  of 
Magheramayo  and  the  other  hills,  and 
after  a  detour  of  about  half  a  mile,  finally 
joins  the  old  road,  which  traverses  the 
ridge  of  Dolly's  Brae.  Threats  had  been 
held  out  by  the  other  party  that  no  Orange 
procession  would  be  allowed  to  pass  over 
Dolly's  Brae,  and,  with  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing any  collision  on  that  point,  a  small 
body  of  troops  occupied  the  position  of 
Dolly's  Brae  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th  of  July.  And  that  body  of  troops 
was  not  there  a  minute  too  soon,  for  soon 
after  there  appeared  marching  towards  it 
an  irregular  array  of  men  armed  with 
scythes,  muskets,  and  pikes,  with  a  view 
of  occupying  that  position.  They  found 
themselves,  however,  disappointed;  and, 
after  a  short  consultation  among  them- 
selves, marched  off  and  encamped  on  a 
little  ridge  in  the  vicinity,  to  the  left  of 
the  road,  from  which  they  commanded  the 
road  from  Bally  ward.  The  Orange  pro- 
cession, which  came  from  Bally  ward,  was 
escorted  by  the  police  and  the  military, 
who  marched  in  their  front.  It  was  ac- 
companied by  a  large  number  of  their 
women  and  children,  who  came  out  to 
make  holiday,  and  thus  gave  to  the 
whole  proceeding  the  air  of  a  great 
festival.  The  procession  passed  by  its 
antagonists  in  good  order.  Directions 
had  been  given  to  those  who  composed 
it  not  to  fire  a  shot,  even  in  sport ;  and 
those  directions,  as  well  as  others  re- 
quiring them  to  keep  the  line  of  proces- 
sion, had  been  strictly  adhered  to.  Al- 
though some  insults  were  offered  to  the 
procession,  by  some  individuals  in  the 
crowd,  on  its  line  of  march,  owing  to  the 
exertions  of  the  magistracy,  of  the  police 
and  military,  and,  I  must  also  in  justice 
add,  to  those  of  two  Roman  Catholic  priests 
(Messrs.  Morgan  and  Mooney),  it  passed 
Dolly's  Brae  without  any  injury,  or  blow, 
or  shot,  from  either  side.  The  question 
then  arose,  whether,  as  the  procession  had 
passed  Dolly's  Brae  without  interruption, 
it  should  return  back  from  ToUymore-park 
by  the  same  road.  That  question  was  left 
in  doubt  when  they  first  passed  Dolly's 
Brae,  and  it  was  not  known  by  which  road 
they  would  return  until  they  arrived,  after 
leaving  Tollymore-park,  at  the  point  where 
the  two  roads  again  diverge  at  Dolly's 
Brae.  Some  curious  scenes  had  taken 
place  in  the  interim.     The  cavalry,  not 
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haying  brought  forage  for  their  horses 
with  them,  were  obliged  to  remoye  from 
the  ground  to  procure  it,  and  did  not  re- 
turn in  time  to  head  the  procession,  as 
they  had  done  during  its  adyance.  The 
police  and  the  infantry,  howeyer,  were  on 
the  ground.  The  other  body — I  scarcely 
know  what  name  I  ought  to  giye  them — 
maintained  its  first  position  during  a  groat 
part  of  the  day.  They  were  yisited  in  the 
course  of  it  by  two  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
men ;  and  one  of  those  gentlemen,  Mr. 
Morgan,  unwisely  as  I  think,  but  as  he 
himself  declares  for  the  purpose  of  prc- 
Tenting  them  from  straggling  away  and 
getting  into  the  public-houses,  bought 
them  a  quantity  of  bread.  He  also  gaye 
his  blessing  to  the  crowd,  on  condition 
that  they  would  clear  away  out  of  the  yal- 
ley  and  keep  the  peace.  But  about  an 
hour  afterwards,  when  it  was  still  uncer- 
tain which  road  the  procession  would  take 
on  its  return,  a  yery  curious  manoeuyre 
was  practised  by  those  whom  I  may  be 
permitted  to  style  the  Ribandmcn.  I  have 
already  observed  that  the  hill  of  Maghera- 
mayo  lies  a  little  obliquely  from  the  high- 
road, and  commands  both  the  roads  which 
lead  to  and  from  Dolly's  Brae.  The  body 
of  Ribandmen  had  first  encamped  near 
Dolly's  Brae,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the 
old  road  from  that  which  they  subsequently 
occupied,  and  to  which  they  marched  in 
sometbing  like  military  order  and  precision 
— indeed,  so  much  like  it,  that  one  of  the 
military  officers  present  declared  at  the 
time  that  they  must  be  under  the  command 
of  an  old  pensioner,  and  it  subsequently 
turned  out  that  they  were  led  by  a  person 
who  had  been  discharged  from  the  police 
force.  They  thus  left  the  position  where 
they  had  been  under  the  control  of  the 
military,  and  took  up  a  new  position  on 
Maghoremayo-hill,  which  commands,  as  I 
before  said,  both  roads,  the  new  road  be- 
inff  about  a  mile  lonsfer  than  the  old.  The 
procession,  after  it  had  received  some  re- 
freshments from  my  noble  Friend  near  mc 
in  Tollymore-park,  and  after  it  had  been 
addressed  by  my  noble  Friend  in  a  speech 
with  which  I  think  my  noble  Friend  oppo- 
site (the  Earl  of  Clarendon)  can  find  no 
fault,  returned  by  the  same  road  whica  it 
had  taken  in  the  morning.  They  had 
nearly  all  got  through  the  pass  of  Dolly's 
Brae.  Mr.  Morgan,  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman,  had  promised  to  march  with 
the  procession  on  its  return,  in  order  to 
afford  it  his  protection.  Mr.  Morgan  did 
not  attend  according  to  his  promise,  but 


his  curate,  Mr.  Mooney,  did;  and  nerer 
left  the  procession  nntU  nearly  the  whde 
of  it  had  passed  the  lines  of  Ribandmen. 
These  lines  were  twofold,  ranging  one  a 
little  aboye  the  other,  a  little  oUiqnely  te 
the  road,  and  commanding  it  from  a  con- 
siderable height.  The  immediate  front  of 
each  line  was  protected  bj  a  strong  wall, 
and  these  were  flanked  by  two  or  three 
small  houses,  and  their  endoanrea  were 
occupied  by  detachments  from  the  main 
body.  After  the  Orange  party  had  neailj 
passed  these  lines,  and  just  after  Mr. 
Mooney  had  met  the  police  and  military, 
whom  he  told  "that  all  was  right — that 
there  would  be  peace,  and  that  not  a  shot 
would  be  fired,'  a  squib  waa  exploded  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  road,  then,  from. 
the  Riband  houses  or  the  enclosures  before 
them,  two  shots  were  fired,  and  then  im- 
mediately followed  a  full  yolley  from  the 
whole  Riband  army  on  the  Orangemen, 
the  police,  and  the  military.  The  main 
part  of  the  volley  was  poured  upon  the 
police.  The  police,  at  first  a  little  startled 
by  the  suddenness  of  the  discharge,  re- 
covered themselves  with  a  degree  of  finn- 
ness  and  forbearance  for  which  they  de- 
serve every  credit ;  and  immediately  after- 
wards, owing  to  the  gallantry  of  Mr.  HiD, 
sub-inspector  of  police,  they  charged  np 
the  hill,  and,  though  their  numbers  did  not 
exceed  40  men,  drove  from  it  the  Riband- 
men, who  were  600  or  700  strong.  I  feel, 
my  Lords,  that  I  cannot  do  suffioient  jus- 
tice to  the  spirit  and  gallantry  whieh  the 
police  displayed  on  this  occasion;  it  was 
of  great  importance,  for  one  of  the  mili- 
tary officers  present  declared  that,  if  the 
police  had  not  fired  and  charged  at  onoe 
up  the  hill.  Her  Majesty's  troops  wonU 
have  been  slaughtered  most  unmern- 
fuUy.  He  also  stated,  that  the  p<^ce 
would  have  been  foiled  by  the  strength 
of  the  position  and  by  the  number  of 
their  opponents,  had  not  the  Orange- 
men, who  had  not  yet  passed  the  hill,  taken 
the  Ribandmen  in  the  flank,  whilst  the 
police  attacked  them  in  the  ^nt,  and  aided 
them  in  dispersing  the  rebel  band.  I  call 
them  the  rebel  band,  and  I  can  now  call 
them  nothing  else,  since  I  think  with  Lien- 
tenant  Terry,  of  the  9th  Regiment,  that 
they  deserve  to  be  called  rebels  who  fire 
on  Her  Majesty's  troops.  Then  occurred 
scenes  which  I  regret  to  say  I  must  con- 
cur with  the  Commissioner  appointed  by 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  (the  Eari  oF 
Clarendon)  in  denouncing  as  scenes  of  atro- 
city on  the  part  of  the  Orangemen,  al- 
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thongh  I  think  that  he  has  painted  them 
in  somewhat  exaggerated  colours,  and  in 
some  cases  misrepresented  the  real  facts. 
I  am  sm^,  however,  that  if  the  perpetra- 
tors of  them  can  he  discovered,  my  nohle 
Friend  near  me  (the  Earl  of  Roden)  will  he 
as  ready  as  any  man  can  be  to  bring  them 
to  justice  and  punishment.  Houses  were 
fired,  one  inoffensive  person  was  put  to 
death,  and  the  work  of  retaliation  and  re- 
tribntion  was  carried  further  than  I  can 
either  palliate  or  justify.  Such  is  the  his- 
tory of  these  painful  transactions.  Shortly 
afterwards  my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  appointed  a  commission 
to  investigate  their  nature  and  extent.  It 
sat  for  four  or  ^ve  days  in  the  months  of 
July  and  August,  and  then,  on  the  18th  of 
September,  Mr.  Berwick  was  desired  to 
interfere.  The  sessions  were  then  held 
at  Castlewellan,  and  applications  were 
made  to  the  magistrates  on  the  bench  for 
informations  against  several  Orangemen. 
Those  applications  were  refused  by  the 
bench,  of  which  my  noble  Friend  near  me 
was  then  the  chairman.  Whereupon  my 
noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land recommended  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
that  country  to  dismiss  from  the  commis- 
sion of  the  peace  my  noble  Friend  near  me, 
the  chairman  of  the  bench  of  magistrates, 
and  two  other  magistrates  of  the  name  of 
Beers.  I  think,  that  upon  the  evidence 
there  may  be  a  primd  facie  case  for  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  William  Beers;  but,  so 
far  as  I  can  make  out,  the  charge  which 
my  noble  Friend  has  brought  against  Mr. 
Francis  Beers  is  not  tenable  even  for  a 
moment.  I  must  decline  to  enter  upon 
this  occasion  into  the  individual  case  of 
Mr.  W.  Beers;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  make 
out  the  charge  against  his  brother,  Mr.  F. 
Beers,  it  is  this,  and  this  only — that  the 
procession  was  mustered  in  his  demesne, 
and  that  he  marched  along  with  it  on  the 
public  road,  in  his  character  as  a  magis- 
trate, without  badges  or  distinctive  marks 
upon  him,  and  in  company  with  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  sent  down  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as  the  head  of  the 
police.  Now,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that,  both  in  going  to  and  in  returning 
from  ToUymore-park,  Mr.  Francis  Beers 
was  most  active  in  preventing  a  collision 
between  the  parties,  and  that  after  the 
collision  had  taken  place,  he  was  most  ac- 
tive in  saving  life,  and  restoring  peace. 
You  have  one  of  the  witnesses  actually  de- 
claring that  he  should  have  been  deprived 
of  life  had  he  not  been  saved  bv  the  inter- 


ference of  Mr.  Francis  Beers.  No  other 
charge  can  be  brought  against  that  gentle- 
man but  this — that  on  arriving  at  Tolly- 
more-park,  where  none  but  Orangemen 
were  met  together,  he  did  put  on  and  wear 
during  his  presence  there  an  Orange  riband, 
though  he  had  not  attended  an  Orange  lodge 
for  twenty-four  years  previously.  Before 
he  left  Tollymore-park  he  took  it  off  again, 
and  never  appeoired  with  it  at  all  in  public. 
This  is  the  only  offence  charged  against 
Mr.  Francis  Beers.  The  offence  charged 
against  my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Roden)  is,  that  he  received  an  Orange  pro- 
cession in  his  park;  that  he  made  an  ad- 
dress to  them;  that  he  did  not  recommend 
them  to  return  by  the  new  road;  and  that, 
as  chairman  of  the  bench  of  magistrates  at 
Castlewellan,  he  refused,  upon  application, 
to  receive  informations  tendered  by  the 
sessional  Crown  solicitor  against  certain 
persons,  not  for  perpetrating  acts  of  vio- 
lence, but  for  attending  a  procession,  said 
to  be  per  se  and  ah  initio  altogether  illegal. 
My  answer  is  this — I  admit  the  facts  to  be 
as  I  have  stated  them;  but  I  contend  that 
they  form  no  justification  foir  the  conduct 
of  Government  towards  him.  Neither  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  nor  the  stipen- 
diary magistrates  sent  down  to  their  as- 
sistance, believed,  or  professed  to  believe, 
that  the  procession  was  illegal,  or  that  it 
was  considered  so  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. I  am  prepared  to  contend, 
that  up  to  the  moment  when  my  noble 
Friend  received  the  procession  in  his  park, 
he  believed  that  it  was  acting  under  the 
sanction  and  protection  of  Government,  es- 
pecially as  it  was  attended  by  an  escort  of 
military  and  police.  There  is  another  point 
which  is  still  more  doubtful  than  the  legal- 
ity of  the  procession,  and  that  is  the  legality 
of  the  warrant  which  my  noble  Friend  op- 
posite was  advised  to  issue,  and  of  the  whole 
proceedings  carried  on  by  the  Commissioner 
under  its  authority.  Now,  I  am  prepared 
to  contend  that  the  evidence  laid  before  my 
noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land by  his  commissioner,  Mr.  Berwick, 
was  not  the  evidence  really  given  before 
him.  I  contend,  and  shall  endeavour  to 
prove,  that  that  evidence  was  garbled.  I 
have  the  confession  of  the  Commissioner 
himself,  that  he  did  not  furnish  my  noble 
Friend  with  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  but 
only  with  notes  of  the  evidence  taken  by 
himself,  and  which  he  believed  to  contain 
all  that  was  material  in  it.  Now,  I  say 
that  those  notes  do  not  contain  all  the  ma- 
terial evidence;  and  further,   I  say  that 
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they  are  garbled  and  distorted,  and  I  am 
not  saying  too  much  when  I  say,  that  in 
one  case  they  are  actually  falsified.  And 
I  further  say,  that  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  magistrates  did  not  justify  the  allega- 
tions of  the  information,  and  that  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  the  magistrates 
could  not  but  refuse  to  grant  informations 
upon  them.  I  say  deliberately  that  the 
evidence  did  not  warrant;  and  would  not 
have  justified,  the  informations  which  this 
bench  of  magistrates  was  called  on  to 
grant.  I  further  contend,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  has  egregiously  failed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  functions  as  head  of 
the  magistracy  in  that  country,  inasmuch 
as  on  the  same  day  on  which  he  received 
the  suggestion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
dismiss  these  magistrates  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  without  evidence, 
without  any  consideration,  without  any  re- 
monstrance, he  did — what  ?  Call  on  the 
magistrates  to  answer  the  charges  preferred 
against  them  ?  No;  but  without  a  ques- 
tion on  his  part,  without  an  answer  on 
theirs,  without  any  examination,  on  evi- 
dence taken  behind  their  backs,  without 
any  exercise  of  his  own  judgment,  he  dis- 
missed my  noble  Friend  from  the  commis- 
sion of  the  peace,  and  with  him  two  other 
magistrates,  one  of  whom  had  held  it 
for  more  than  forty  years.  I  say,  that 
those  magistrates  had  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  this  procession  was  in  itself 
illegal.  If  tlie  noble  Earl  near  me  had 
known  that  it  was  illegal,  he  would 
have  been  the  last  man  in  the  country 
to  lend  his  sanction  to  it.  I  have  evi- 
dence by  which  I  can  show  to  your  Lord- 
ships the  course  actually  taken  by  my 
noble  Friend  near  me,  when  there  was  no 
doubt  that  these  processions  were  illegal. 
On  the  21  st  of  June,  1843,  my  noble 
Friend  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the 
Members  of  an  Orange  lodge : — 

"  My  dear  Friends  and  Brother  Protestants — 
The  anniversaries  of  the  Ist  and  12th  of  July  are 
at  hand  ;  any  processions  on  cither  of  those  days 
are  illegal.  It  is  most  important  for  our  cause 
that  there  be  no  public  display  of  any  kind  on 
either  of  those  occasions  ;  nothing  would  be  more 
gratifying  to  your  enemies  than  your  transgression 
of  the  law,  nothing  would  be  more  deeply  morti- 
fying to  your  friends.  I  have  received  many 
&vour8  from  you ;  I  am,  therefore,  emboldened  to 
speak  freely  to  you.  Some  of  you  are  my  imme- 
diate neighbours  and  my  valued  acquaintances. 
I  beseech  you,  then,  for  reasons  the  soundness  of 
which  you  would  acknowledge  could  1  communi- 
cate them  to  you,  let  no  taunt,  no  provocation,  no 
circumstance  whatever,  induce  any  of  our  Protes- 
tant brethren  to  break  the  law  by  assembling  in 
prooeMionon  the  Ist  or  12tb  of  July  next." 


Again,  mj  Lords,  in  the  year  1845,  when 

the  Party  Proceaaons  Act  had  expired, 

my  noble  Friend  repeated  to  the  Orange 

lodges  his  warning  to  abstain  from  these 

processions: — 

**  July  3, 1846. 
"  Brothw  Protestants— The  Istof  Juljit  ofw; 
the  monster  meeting  which  the  Repealers  threet- 
ened  to  hold  on  that  memorsble  anniTersuyoa 
the  banks  of  the  Boyne  has  not  taken  place. 
Happily  for  the  peaoe  of  Ulster,  we  have  beea 
saved  from  that  iiMult.  I  bear  that  the  Bepealfii 
are  now  endeavouring  to  induce  our  brethzen  to  oe- 
lebrate  the  12th  by  processions  with  banners  and 
flags.  It  cannot  be  for  our  advantage  that  sneh 
advice  should  be  followed.  Mnoh  as  yon  ¥b1m 
the  events  commemorated  on  that  da^r — nnieh  as 
they  should  be  honoured  and  regarded  bj 
loyal  subject  in  the  land — I  would  not 
these  wishes  expressed  by  the  Repealers  of 
Tyrone,  and  Armagh.  I  should  rather  that  job 
quietly  met  in  your  respective  neigfaboorliooda,  de- 
termined to  maintain  true  Protestant  prineiples 
amongst  yourselves  and  your  children,  rejecting 
alike  the  insidious  snares  of  fidse  Protestantism 
\vithin  the  Church,  and  the  errors  of  Romanism, 
from  which  we  have  been  happily  deliTerad,  nndsr 
God,  through  the  means  of  that  Prince  of^orioos 
memory,  King  William  the  Third.  I  ccmld  aoi 
let  this  opportunity  pass  without  tendering  to  yon 
my  opinion  as  to  your  proceedings  on  the  ap- 
proaching 12th.  Tou  already  know  I  can  have 
but  one  object  in  doing  so,  which  is  yonr  weUkie^ 
and  consequently  the  prosperity  and  happinsss 
of  all  denominations  of  our  feliow-eobjeets  ia 
Ulster." 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  you  now  see  that  not 
only  when  these  processions  were  noto- 
riously illegal  did  my  noble  Friend  near 
me  giro  the  Orange  lodges  warning  of  the  il- 
legality of  these  processions,  and  use  eveiy 
intrcaty  to  dissuade  them  from  joining  in 
them,  but  even  afterwards  when  the  old  lav 
was  restored,  he  impressed  npon  them  the 
necessity  of  dispensing  with  and  abstaining 
from  them.  But  not  only  had  mj  noble 
Friend  near  me  no  reason  to  think  that  these 
processions  were  not  legal,  but  you  wiU  find 
that  they  had  every  reason  to  belieye  that 
they  were  not  deemed  illegal,  by  the  Gb» 
vernment  themselves.  I  will  now  beg  leave, 
my  Lords,  to  bring  under  yonr  notice  one 
of  the  papers  which  I  shall  this  night  move 
for — I  mean  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  authorities  in  Dablin 
Castle  and  the  magistrates  of  Armagfay  on 
the  subject  of  Orange  processions,  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  1846;  and  this 
correspondence  is  the  more  remarkable^ 
because  you  have  in  it  the  opinions  of  the 
reprcscntativos  of  two  successive  Govern* 
ments  upon  the  point  now  in  qnestion. 
On  the  29th  of  June,  1846,  Mr.  W.  Paton 
writes  thus  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln^  then 
Secretary  for  Ireland : — 
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"  Armagh,  June  29,  1846. 
"  My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  a  copy  of  resolutions  this  day  entered 
into  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  resident  in 
Armagh,  and  to  request  the  earnest  attention  of 
your  Lordship  and  of  the  Government  to  the 
subject  of  them,  as,  unless  a  sufficient  force  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  magistrates  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  they  feel  that  they  could  not 
be  responsible  under  the  circumstances  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  city.  I  have  been 
further  directed  by  the  magistrates  present  to  re- 
quest the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
with  reference  to  the  following  statement : — The 
Government  must  be  aware  that  the  .iffray  and 
homicide  which  occurred  on  the  last  1 2th  of  July 
arose  out  of  a  collision  between  a  party  walking  in 
procession,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of 
the  town  principally  occupied  by  Roman  Catholics, 
and  the  magistrates  having  learned  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Orange  party  on  the  ensuing  oc- 
oaaion  to  walk  through  the  same  district  of  the 
city,  and  feeling  that  such  an  attempt  would  in- 
evitably lead  to  resistance  and  serious  outrage, 
are  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  they  would 
be  justified  in  preventing  the  Orange  procession 
from  entering  that  portion  of  the  town,  either  with 
or  without  sworn  informations  being  previously 
laid  before  them  that  such  an  attempt  would  bo 
likely  to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Ac.  "  W.  Paton." 

Now  it  is  quite  clear,  my  Lords,  that  if  the 
magistrates  receive  sworn  informations 
that  a  procession  is  likely  to  lead  to  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  they  may  exercise 
their  discretion,  and  prevent  it  as  illegal. 
In  July,  1846,  Mr.  Pennefather  addressed 
this  letter  to  the  Armagh  magistrates,  in 
reply  to  inquiries  from  them  as  to  the 
course  they  should  take  with  regard  to 
party  processions : — 

"  Dublin  Castle,  July  4,  1846. 
•*  Sir — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  29th  ult. ,  which,  with  the  copy 
of  the  resolutions  enclosed  therein,  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  in  reply  I  am 
commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you  that 
the  Act  2  and  3  William  IV.,  c.  118,  having  ex- 
pired, party  processions,  merely  as  such,  are  no 
longer  illegal ;  and  the  magistrates  should  there- 
fore be  very  circumspect  in  interfering  with  them, 
if  no  breach  of  the  peace  be  actually  committed. 
If  the  persons  composing  the  procession  be  con- 
ducting themselves  peaceably,  the  magistrates 
should  not  interfere  with  them  further  than  to  en- 
deavour to  persuade  them  not  to  go  into  any  par- 
ticular part  of  the  town  where  their  appearance 
in  procession  may  exasperate  others  to  commit  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  As  a  strong  reinforcement 
has  been  made  to  the  military  force  in  Armagh, 
the  magistrates  can  have  a  sufficient  force  placed 
in  those  parts  of  the  town  where  any  disturbance 
is  apprehended,  and  take  such  measures  as  may 
appear  to  them  advisable,  from  the  informations 
they  receive,  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  prevent  any 
such  collision  as  is  apprehended.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  military  should  be  accompanied  by  a  ma- 
gistrate ;  and  his  Excellency  has  directed  the 
attendance  of  a  stipendiary  magistrate  at  Armagh 
on  the  11th  inst.  to  assist  the  local  magistracy  in 
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preserving  the  peace  of  that  city  on  the  oecasion 
referred  to. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  iio, 

"  Richard  Pennefather." 

The  magistrates  were  not  quite  satisfied 
with  these  instructions,  which  they  did  not 
consider  sufficiently  definite;  and  on  the 
9th  of  July  they  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  Government : — 

"  Armagh,  July  9,  1846. 
"  Sir — I  have  this  day  submitted  your  letter  of 
the  4th  inst.  to  a  meeting  of  magistrates,  and  am 
directed  to  state  that  it  is  not  so  satis&ctory  as 
they  could  have  wished,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
answer  distinctly  the  question  put  in  my  letter  of 
the  20th  ult.,  namely,  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances therein  stated,  the  magistrates  would, 
either  with  or  without  sworn  informations,  be  jus- 
tified in  preventing  the  Orange  procession  m>m 
entering  that  part  of  the  town  where  disturbances 
might  be  apprehended.  I  have,  therefore,  now  to 
request  you  will  inform  me  whether  under  any 
and  what  circumstances,  in  reference  to  the  case 
stated,  the  magistrates  would  be  justified  in  stop- 
ping the  procession  from  entering  those  parts  of 
the  town  where  any  disturbance  is  apprehended  ? 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  die. 

"  W.  Paton." 

The  answer,  expressing  the  opinions  of  the 
Government,  was  exceedingly  useful  to 
those  for  whose  guidance  it  was  intended ; 
for,  this  being  an  inquiry  as  to  what  course 
of  proceeding  was  to  he  taken  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  of  July,  the  letter 
giving  the  magistrates  advice  was  written 
on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  was  re- 
ceived in  Armagh  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th.     The  letter  was  in  these  terms  :-— 

"  Dublin  Castle,  July  12,  1846. 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
inst.,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  it  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates  how  far  the 
sworn  informations  received  will  justify  their  in- 
terfering to  preserve  the  public  peace  by  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of  the  procession.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  most  effectual  mode  of  preserving  order 
will  be  by  placing  a  strong  force  in  the  locality 
where  a  collision  between  hostile  parties  is  prin- 
cipally feared. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^. 

«*  T.  N.  RsDiNOTOir. 

"  W.  Paton,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Armagh." 

I  must  now,  even  at  the  risk  of  weary- 
ing your  Lordships,  refer  to  a  few  points 
of  the  evidence,  some  of  which — as  heing, 
I  suppose,  considered  immaterial — were 
altogether  omitted  hy  Mr.  Commissioner 
Berwick  from  his  report.  Evidence  was 
given  to  show  the  opinions  not  only  of  the 
local  magistrates,  hut  of  the  stipendiary 
magistrates,  with  regard  to  this  particular 
meeting  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  also  upon 
the  general  question  whether  party  proces- 
sions, per  86,  were  illegal  or  not.  Some 
of  your  Lordships  may,  perhaps,  not  be 
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disposed  to  lay  much  stress  upon  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  William  Beers ;  but  he  states 
that  he  believed  the  procession  was  not  an 
illegal  one.  [The  noble  Lord  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a  shorthand  writer's  report  of 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Beers,  in  which  that 
gentleman  stated  that  he  was  of  opinion 
the  meeting  was  legal,  and  tliat  opinion 
prevailed  among  the  magistrates.  Uis 
reason  for  entertaining  the  opinion  was, 
that  ho  had  been  informed  that  on  the 
17th  of  March,  the  high  sheriff  at  the 
assizes  informed  Chief  Baron  Pigot  that 
an  armed  body  of  men  was  coming  into 
the  town,  and  asked  what  course  he  should 
take;  and  the  Chief  Baron  said,  that  if 
danger  of  a  riot  was  apprehended,  the 
military  might  be  called  out;  but  in  the 
meantime  the  procession  passed  quietly 
through  the  town.]  But  what  was  the 
evidence  given  by  my  noble  Friend  Lord 
Roden  ?  I  am  quoting  now,  not  from  the 
**  material**  portions  of  the  evidence  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Commissioner  Berwick,  but 
from  the  notes  of  a  shortliand  writer  who 
attended  the  whole  proceedings,  who  took 
the  evidence  much  more  fully  than  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Berwick, 
and  the  accuracy  of  whose  report  has  been 
verified  by  affidavit  in  the  Court  of  Queen *s 
Bench  by  himself,  and  testified  to  by  the 
different  parties  who  gave  evidence.  One 
Df  the  papers  for  which  I  move  is  the  re- 
port annexed  to  the  affidavit  of  John  Por- 
ter, which  was  taken  by  the  reporter  for 
the  same  newspaper  whose  report  was  re- 
lied upon  in  these  proceedings  by  Mr.  Ber- 
wick, as  testifying  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
terms  used  in  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
W.  Beers,  and  upon  which  report  Mr. 
Beers  was  condemned  and  removed  from 
the  commission.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  my 
noble  Friend  will  not  impugn  the  accuracy 
of  this  report  of  the  proceedings  before  the 
Commissioner.  I  must  beg  your  Lordships 
to  observe  that  the  report  of  Mr.  Berwick 
— a  report  of  evidence  supposed  to  contain 
all  that  was  material,  and  furnished  as  the 
ground,  and  the  sole  ground,  for  the  sum- 
tnary  dismissal  of  two  magistrates — docs 
not  distinguish  between  the  evidence  taken 
on  the  examination  in  chief  and  that  taken 
on  cross-examination  ;  it  does  not  state,  in 
answer,  to  whom  the  evidence  was  given ; 
but  it  gives  a  summary  of  the  evidence, 
sometimes  confounding  the  evidence  which 
was  given  in  July  and  August  with  that 
subsequently  given  by  the  same  witness  in 
'*  month  of  September.  Any  person  at 
icquainted  with  the  nature  of  criminal 


proceedings,  miut  be  satisfied  that  it  is  of 
the  greatest  consequence  to  know  whether 
evidence  was  given  on  examination  in  chief 
or  on  crosB-ezamination,  and  to  know  bj 
whom  the  questions  were  put,  in  order  to 
judge  of  the  probable  object  of  such  ques- 
tions ;  but  there  is  no  separation  of  thii 
kind  in  the  evidence  presented  bj  Mr. 
Berwick.  I  was  about  to  ask  yonr  Lord- 
ships* attention  to  the  eyidenceof  mj  noble 
Friend  Lord  Roden.     He  says — 

"  On  the  17th  of  March  last,  between  sevan  and 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  I  rods 
to  this  town,  to  see  the  prooenion  for  mjMlf ; 
saw  scattered  groups  of  people  as  I  rode  akKQg,  all 
armed.  They  seemed  very  much  surprised  to  lea 
me  there  alone  at  that  hour  of  the  morning ;  fomt 
of  them  were  very  civil  to  me,  and  touched  thflir 
hats  ;  others  fired  off  their  guns.  After  breaks 
fast  I  rode  out  again,  with  my  son,  and  did  nj 
utmost  to  prevent  the  Protestants,  who  were  vaiy 
much  alarmed,  irom  offering  the  Ribandmen  aoj 
annoyance.  Was  engaged  riding  throngh  tha 
country,  with  my  son,  the  whole  day  for  that  pui^ 
pose.  I  prevailed  on  the  Protestanta  to  ke^ 
quiet,  and  the  procession  got  no  annoyance.  After 
dinner,  in  the  evening,  a  party  of  the  Bihand  pro- 
cession marched  through  my  village  (BryanifordX 
which  is  a  Protestant  village,  and  as  they  passed 
my  gate  they  fired  a  volley  over  it ;  it  did  no 
harm — ^it  was  done  more  for  bravado  than  any- 
thing else,  I  think.  They  did  not  get  any  annoy- 
ance in  consequence  of  that.  If  I  had  thought 
the  Orange  procession  was  illegal,  it  should  not 
have  entered  my  gates." 

In  his  subsequent  evidence  he  says — 

"  My  impression  was,  that  both  procesaions,  on 
the  respective  days  of  the  17th  of  March  and  12th 
of  July,  were  not  illegal ;  if  not,  I  should  havo 
felt  it  my  duty,  as  a  magistrate,  to  stop  them. 
Both  parties  seemed  to  agree  that  each  had  a 
right  to  walk  on  the  respective  days.  My  opimon 
was,  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  Prooeasions 
Act  both  parties  had  a  right  to  march.*' 

Mr.   Shaw,   another  of   the  magistrateSt 

says — 

"  Orange  processions  have  been  permitted  from 
time  immemorial  by  Government;  have  always 
seen  arms  witli  them,  which  were  fired  off  foolishly ; 
did  not  consider  this  an  illegal  procession  becaoie 
the  men  had  arms  with  them.  I  say,  that  seeing 
the  procession  with  arms  in  their  hands  did  not 
create  terror  in  me,  nor  did  iiny  one  else  declare 
to  me  that  he  felt  terror.  Cannot  say  if  the  Kid- 
man Catholics  had  reason  to  feel  terror." 

Mr.  M*Mullan,  a  Roman  Catholie  magis- 
trate, said  he  never  knevr  there  was  any 
law  to  prevent  processions.  Captain  Fiti- 
maurice,  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  who 
was  sent  down  to  act  with  the  other  ma- 
gistrates, says — 

•'  I  did  not  consider  the  body  of  men  I  saw  aa- 
sonibled  on  Mr.  Beers'  lawn  an  illegal  body.** 

Yet  that  evidence  of  Captain  Fitzmamiee 
is  considered  immaterial  hy  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Berwick,  and  is  omitted  fh>m  his 
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report.     I  muBt  trouble   your   Lordships  been  an  attack,  and,  therefore,  that  they  left  their 

with  a  somewhat  lengthened  extract  from  houses." 

the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hill,  another  stipendi-  This   is  most  improbable  evidence  for  a 

ary  magistrate,  which  is  given  very  briefly  gentleman  to  give  who  says  he  thought  it 

in  Mr.  Berwick's  abridgment.     Mr.  HiU  his  duty  to  escort  that  very  procession  and 

gays—  protect  it.     But  in  page  114  of  the  report 

of  the  evidence  1  have  before  quoted  from, 
"On  the  12th  of  July.  1848,  the  Orangemen  j^^.  Beers  makes  this  statement:— 
marched  by  the  new  road  to  Castlewellan  ;   I  es- 
corted them,  on  that  occasion,  as  on  this  12th,  <*  I  escorted  them  through  what  1  conceived 
with    police ;   they   were    not  molested    in   any  the  dangerous  part  of  the  road,  and,  after  I  left 
way  in   1848;    1  have  also  escorted  bodies    of  them,  they  fired  shots  into  my  demesne ;  the  Pro* 
Bibandmen,    on    varioua    occasions,    and    pro-  cessions  Act  having  expired,  I  really  did  not 
tected  them.         .         .       Mr.   Francis    Charles  think  this  an  illegal  body,  but  I  thought  there  was 
Beers  walked  with  me  at  the  head  of  the  police,  danger  of  a  breach  of  the  public  peace  should  the 
from  Bally  ward  to  Caste  wellan,  as  a  magistrate,  Orangemen  and  they  come  in  contact." 
and  not  as  a  leader  of  the  Orangemen;  he  could  *       \.     p          i?i» 
not  have  acted  as  a  leader  of  the  Orangemen  And  yet,  m  the  face  of  this  evidence,  Mr. 
without  my  knowledge ;  did  not  think  the  meet-  Berwick  would  lead  you  to  believe,  by  his 
ing  was  an  illegal  or  unlawful  assembly,  especi-  significant  blank,  that  Mr.  Beers  had  given 
aUy  as  I  had  repeatedly  reported  the  fact  of  armed  ^^        •   j^^  ^^^   ^^^   meeting  was  illegal, 
processions  to  Government,  and  sent  forward  the  ,  .i            .i            ,            i      j     i          xi.   P-l 
names  of  parties  for  prosecution,  without  Govern-  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  declares  that  he 
meat  taking  any  notice  of  the  matter ;  the  Orange-  believed  it  to  have  been  legal.     That,   I 
men  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  assembling  think,  my  Lords,   is  a  direct  perversion  of 
to  celebrate  a  ceremony  on  the  12th  of  July  with  ^he    evidence  ;    and    upon    this    perverted 

arms  in  their  hands ;  on  the  17th  of  March,  Mr.        .j  .,  ^i    x  1,1    I?'     j 

F.  Beers,  with  a  paiiy  of  police,  went  at  the  head  ^"^'^^^^^^  it  was  that  my  noble  Friend  was 

of  a  Riband  procession  that  passed  by  Kate's  called  upon  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the 

Bridge  ;  he  kept  the  peace  on  that  occasion ;  Mr.  case.      Mr.  Berwick,   however,   lays  down 

F.  C.  Beers  was  with  me  when  the  firing  took  the  law  after  a  fashion  of  his  own,  and  in 

place  ;  he  did  not  join  the  Orangemen   but  re-  ^           singular  manner.     I  am  aware  that 

mamed  with  me,  and  acted  as  a  magistrate,  being  ,         1...°       1.       .               tji-'i? 

exposed  to  the  fire  as  well  as  myself;  never  be-  1  ought  to  apologise  to  your  Lordships  for 

fore  saw  so  peaceable  a  procession  of  Orangemen  attempting  to  deal  with  a  question  of  this 

as  this  one,  up  to  the  time  of  the  skirmish."  kind;  but   I  must  say  that  the  doctrines 

—,...,        . ,           -  ,,     TTM1     1.  .     Ml  laid  down  by  Mr.  Berwick  appear  to  me  so 

That  18  the  evidence  of  Mr  mil ;  but  will  extraordinary,  that  it  is  impossible  they 

your  Lordships  believe  that  the  only  Ime  ^^^  ,^^^^  J  foundation  in  lifw.     In  page 

of  that  evidence  recorded  by  Mr.  Beyeick  9  ^^  ^^  ^     •;.    Mr.  Berwick  Uys  down  the 

is  this  ?-"  I  have  repeated  y  reported  the  ;„,;  1     ^^^^ 

fact  of  armed  processions  to  the  (jovem-  ^        ^ 

ment."     Mr.  Berwick  omits  the  evidence  "^1  bodies  or  processions  of  men,  whether 

V     A     ii.            J     i.     r  IT      -D^^-^    ^«    *u«.*  armed  or  unarmed,  but  more  particularly  if  armed, 

US  to  the  conduct   of  Mr.  Beers   on   that  ^^^  ^^^  assembled  m,der  such  circumstances  a^ 

occasion;  he  omits  the  opinion  of  that  gen-  are  calculated  to  endanger  the  public  peace,  and 

tleman,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  meet-  to  excite  terror  and  alarm  amongst  Her  Majesty's 

ing  illegal,  and  the  reason  for  that  opinion;  subjects,  are  thenceforth  to  be  considered  and 

because,  after  his  repeated  representations  ^^\f  ^J  t^^«®  ^«»«°«d  to  keep  the  public  peace 
,  .y  r\  X  xL  T_  J  ^  1  *8  illegal  bodies,  dangerous  to  the  well-being  of 
to  the  Government,  they  had  taken  no  ^^^^^^y^  and  therefore  to  be  repressed,  if  neces- 
steps  to  prevent  such  meetings.  All  this  sary,  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  And  it  is  also 
is  judged  immaterial  by  the  impartial  Mr.  an  equally  plain  proposition  inlaw,  that  any  body 
Berwick,  and  is  omitted  in  the  evidence  of  private  persons  combined  even  for  the  most  in- 
\^\A  v«r«««  «,«  ««i.i^  i?..:^»^  ^^«««:*.«  t  nocent  and  lawful  object,  who  proceed  in  numbers 
laid  before  my  noble  Friend  opposite.  I  to  effect  that  object,  with  a  determination  to  resUt 
would  beg  your  Lordships  to  compare  the  i,y  force  all  who  shaU  oppose  them  in  their  design, 
evidence  of  Mr.  F.  Beers,  as  given  in  Mr.  is  dangerous  to  the  public  peace ;  their  acts  he- 
Berwick's  report,  and  in  the  report  to  come  thenceforth  illegal ;  and  all  who  lend  their 
which  I  have  referred.  Mr.  F.  Beers,  in  assistance  or  countenance  to  their  proceedings  are 
11  J*  X  xi.  -D'v  J  •  1*1.  abettors  in,  and  answerable  for,  all  the  rcsultmg 
alludmg  to  the  Riband  procession  which  consequences." 

took  place  on  the  17th  of  March,  is  re-  , .  ,    ,r     t>       -  ^ 

presented,  in  Mr.  Berwick's  report,  as  say-  The  inference  which  Mr.  Berwick  mam- 

jjjj- festly  seeks  to  draw  from  the  law  thus 

laid  down  as  applicable  to  this  case  is,  that 

«•  I  did  believe  that  the  procession  of  the  17th  if  I  and  some  of  my  neighbours  in  pursuit 

^IJ^'^^^^IJ'^}^^^''^  procession;  and  I  have  ^f  ^  i^^f^^  ^^^  infiocent  object,  are  met 

little  doubt  that  the  procession  of  the  12th  of  .^,    ,,        ^           j    •  i                 j       x              'c 

July  [there  is  a  blank  hero  in  my  notes  of  one  With  threats,  and  violence,  and  outrage--if 

line]---!  believe  they  thought  there  would  have  we  are  told  that  parties  nave  collected  to 
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oppose  us  by  force,  and  to  prevent  us  from 
performing  the  most  innocent,  and  even 
most  praiseworthy  acts,  the  fact  of  their 
being  an  illegal  combination  against  us 
makes  our  arming  for  our  own  protection, 
with  a  determination  not  to  be  put  down, 
an  illegal  act  in  itself;  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  illegal  conduct  of  our  oppo- 
nents, our  innocent  act  is  converted  into  an 
illegal  proceeding.  My  Lords,  a  more 
monstrous  proposition  was  never  attempted 
to  be  brought  forward  by  any  person  pro- 
fessing even  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
law.  Every  person  possessing  the  least 
acquaintance  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  constitution  is  aware 
of  the  right  which  every  Englishman  has 
to  protect  himself,  his  wife,  his  family, 
and  his  servants,  by  violence,  if  need  be, 
against  unlawful  oppression  and  unlawful 
force  from  any  quarter.  This  proposition 
does  not  need  enforcing;  but  in  the  fifth 
report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Re- 
form of  the  Criminal  Law,  I  find  this  pas- 
sage : — 

"  If  it  be  proper  that  the  law  should  allow  a 
man  to  defend  his  dwelling-houMe,  or  his  person  in 
his  dwelling-house,  by  numbers  and  arms,  it  must 
be  equally  so  to  give  him  the  same  means  of  re- 
taining possession  of  his  lands  when  threatened 
with  an  unlawful  entry ;  and  of  his  goods,  when 
they  aro  about  to  be  taken  from  him ;  and  also  of 
protecting  his  person  when  ho  has  reason  to  ap- 
prehend an  unlawful  assault  wheresoever  it  may 
occur." 

That  doctrine  is  consistent  with  reason  and 
with  our  constitutional  principles  and  prac- 
tice; but  if  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Berwick 
were  carried  to  the  extent  to  which  he  is 
disposed  to  press  it,  English  law  would  be 
— what  it  never  was  intended  to  be,  and 
what  I  hope  it  never  will  be  allowed  to  be 
—absolutely  destructive  of  English  liberty. 
I  may  refer  your  Lordships,  in  further  ex-  j 
planation,  to  a  distinction  taken  by  two 
very  distinguished  Members  of  this  House 
in  the  proceedings  in  error ;  in  the  case  of 
the  late  Mr.  O'Connell,  in  1844.  In  that 
case  there  was  a  count  charging  intimida- 
tion, which  was  declared  by  all  the  noble 
and  learned  Lords  who  were  present  to  be 
bad,  as  ambiguous  and  uncertain,  inas- 
much as,  according  to  a  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite,  it  did  not  appear  from  the 
count  whether  the  intimidation  charged 
was  intimidation  in  defence  of  the  law,  or 
intimidation  against  the  law;  or,  as  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  near  me  said,  it 
did  not  appear  that  it  was  not  an  intimida- 
tion of  the  intimidators.  If  it  had  been 
an  intimidation  of  the  intimidators — an  in- 


timidation in  defence  of  law  against  those 
who  were  violating  the  law — there  could  be 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  human  being, 
except  Mr.   Commissioner   Berwick,  that 
that  intimidation  would  have  been  perfectly 
lawful,  and  that  no  person  could  have  been 
punished  for  it  if  these  processions  were 
not  pronounced  illegal  in  1846.     I  may 
ask  how  it  is  that  so  sudden  a  change  has 
come  over  the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  noble 
Lords  opposite  with  regard  to  the  body  of 
Orangemen  since  1848  ?     For  the  answer 
to  that  question  I  think  I  may  appeal  to 
my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland.     1  ask  him  what  were  the  cir- 
cumstances  of  the  year   1848  ?     1   ask 
him  in   what   condition  he  and   the   Go- 
vernment   stood    in    March,   April,    and 
May,    1848  ?     I    ask    him    whether    he 
did  not  find  it  politic,   wise,  and  neces- 
sary, threatened  as  he  then  was  by  a  most 
insane  rebellion,  hardly  more  ludicrous  in 
its  results  than  it  was  formidable  in  its 
preparations,  1   ask  whether  he  did  not 
then    rejoice     in     the    demonstration    of 
Orange    numbers,    of   Orange    force,    of 
Orange  loyalty  ?     I  ask  where  were  then 
the  Orangemen   of   Ulster?     There   was 
no  talk  then  of  "  what   is  called  grand 
master  of  a  lodge  ;*'  but  grateful  acknow- 
lodgments  and  thanks  were  given  to  the 
loyal  Orangemen  of  one  district,  and  the 
loyal   Protestants   of  another.     [A   Feeb 
here  made  a  suggestion  to  the  noble  Lord.] 
Ay,  to  the  loyal  Orangemen.     Answers 
were  given  to  the  addresses  of  the  loyal 
Orangemen  ;    the  loyal  Orangemen  were 
intrusted  with  arms — not  perhaps  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  Clarendon),  but  certainly  by  per- 
sons very  nearly  and  intimately  connected 
with  him.     They  were  intrusted  with  arms 
for  the  formation  of  a  body  which  profess- 
ed its  determination  to  exclude  Catholics 
— an   exclusively   Protestant   body,    such 
arms  being  furnished  by  the  command  of 
Sir  Edward  Blakeney,  in  1848.     [A  Pebb 
here  made  a  remark  to  the  noble  Lord^ 
who  immediately  said] — I  believe  that  to 
have  been  the  case;  but  if  there  is  the 
smallest  doubt  on  the  subject  I  withdraw 
the    statement.     There    is,   however,   no 
doubt  that  in   1848  the  Orangemen,  as 
Orangemen,  were  not  only  flattered,  petted, 
caressed,  but  much  more  than  that — thej 
were  trusted  ;  and  it  was  in  consequence 
of    the    organisation,    the   numbers,   the 
power,    and    the    determination    of     the 
Orangemen,  that  my  noble  Friend  opposite 
was  enabled  to  strip  Ulster  comparatively 


905 


The  Affray 


{Feb.  18} 


at  Dolly's  Brae, 


906 


of  the  Queen's  troops,  and  to  leave  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  that  province 
in  the  hands  of  the  loyal  Orangemen.  To 
show  the  spint  which  existed  in  1848,  I 
may  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  address- 
ed hy  my  nohle  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Kodcn) 
to  Mr.  W.  Beers.  He  says — 

"I  trust  the  excellent  advico  you  have  given 
the  Orangemen  of  the  county  of  Down  will  be 
duly  appreciated  and  strictly  adhered  to  ;  so  that 
our  valuable  institution  will  gain  the  approbation 
of  many  who  have  hitherto  disapproved  of  it. 
The  peaceable  demeanour  of  our  brethren,  and 
the  calm,  but  determined,  deportment  of  the  thou- 
sands of  brave  Orangemen  who  will  unite  in  cele- 
brating their  anniversary  on  the  12th  of  July, 
cannot  fail  to  insure  this  result.  Had  it  been 
consistent  with  your  arrangements,  I  should  have 
been  happy  that  the  ground  chosen  for  your  meet- 
ing was  within  the  gates  of  Tolly  more  Park, 
where  an  opportunity  would  have  been  afforded 
me  of  witnessing  the  numbers,  as  well  as  the 
loyalty,  of  those  lodges  over  which  you  preside.  . . 
It  is  of  little  consequence  to  us  now  what  political 
party  is  in  power  ;  perhaps  the  least  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  those  who  are  the  present 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  ;  but  I  am  sure  it  is  our 
duty  as  loyal  Orangemen  to  give  every  support  in 
our  power  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  Government, 
so  long  as  the  law  is  put  in  force  against  its  trans- 

g'essors,   and  that  justice  and  impartiality  are 
irly  meted  out  to  all  denominations  of  our  coun- 
trymen." 

Did  the  nohle  Earl  then  disclaim  such 
allies — did  he  refuse  to  accept  their  assist- 
ance, on  the  ground  that  they  violated  the 
law  by  illegal  demonstrations  of  force,  and 
by  illegal  party  processions?  No  such 
thing.  It  was  known  that  my  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Roden)  was  at  that 
time  in  constant,  familiar,  and  confidential 
communication  with  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site ;  yet  no  notice  of  dissent  from  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Orangemen  of  Ire- 
land emanated  from  the  noble  Earl,  and 
they  had  a  right  to  beHeve,  and  did  be- 
lieve, that  their  processions  and  meetings 
were  sanctioned  by  the  Government.  If 
these  meetings  were  in  themselves  illegal, 
why  were  they  allowed  to  be  carried  to  a 
greater  extent  in  1848  than  at  any  pre- 
vious time  ?  and  I  ask  if,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  Mr.  Berwick,  they  were  all 
grossly  illegal  ah  initio,  why  informations 
were  not  tendered  in  a  single  case  of 
such  illegal  meetings  and  processions  ? 

But  I  will  inquire,  in  the  next  place, 
had  the  Government  no  notice  of  these  pro- 
ceedings in  1849?  Why,  Mr.  Scott,  a 
resident  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Down, 
states  in  evidence,  that  he  had  apprehen- 
sions before  the  1st  of  July  that  serious 
work  would  take  place  on  the  12th  of  that 
month  ;  and  he  says — 


**  I  spoke  to  Mr.  M'Mullin,  a  Roman  Catholic 
magistrate ;  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  Dublin, 
and  asked  whether  I  might  state  at  the  Castle,  on 
his  authority,  our  apprehension  that  there  would 
be  a  riot.  I  called  at  the  Castle  and  saw  Mr. 
Rcdington,  and  told  him  I  called  on  the  subject, 
fearing  there  would  be  a  riot." 

Mr.  Scott  subsequently  stated,  in  cross- 
examination,  that  he  put  Mr.  Redington 
in  possession  of  all  the  information  he  had, 
and  told  him  that  both  parties  were  armed 
very  extensively.  The  sub-inspector  of 
police,  Mr.  Hill,  also  gave  similar  informa- 
tion to  the  Government,  and  told  them 
even  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  in 
Tollymore  Park,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Roden,  who  was  then  in  constant  confiden- 
tial communication  with  my  noble  Friend 
opposite.  I  ask  the  noble  Etirl  whether, 
at  that  time,  he  gave  to  the  Earl  of  Roden 
the  slightest  intimation  that,  by  receiving 
a  procession  such  as  had  been  described  in 
Tollymore  Park,  he  would  render  himself 
liable  to  be  implicated  in  the  proceedings 
of  an  illegal  assembly  ?  If  that  were  not 
done,  if  no  such  warning  proceeded  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  case, 
then  I  say  that  my  noble  Friend  had  cause 
to  be  surprised  when  he  was  told  that  by 
receiving  the  procession  in  Tollymore  Park 
he  had  implicated  himself  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  an  illegal  assembly.  But  these 
were  not  the  only  gentlemen  who  gave 
information  on  this  subject  to  the  Govern- 
ment; they  were  the  only  two  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Berwick's  report.  Similar  infor- 
mation was  given  by  Mr.  F.  Beers,  though 
the  fact  is  omitted  as  immaterial  in  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Berwick.  Mr.  F.  Beers  was 
in  Dublin  at  the  time,  and,  as  far  as  it  ap- 
pears, had  no  intention  of  taking  part  in 
the  procession.  He  wrote  to  the  Sub-In- 
spector of  police  on  the  spot  to  know  what 
was  going  to  take  place.  The  Sub-In- 
spector wrote  to  Mr.  Beers,  entreating  him 
to  go  down  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  peace.  Before  Mr.  Beers  left  Dublin 
he  called  upon  the  Inspector-General  of 
police,  and  gave  him  information  on  the 
subject.  The  Inspector  replied,  that  he 
had  sent  down  a  sufiicient  force  to  preserve 
the  peace,  and  requested  Mr.  Beers  to  go 
down  to  the  spot;  and  for  so  being  upon 
the  spot,  in  consequence  of  information  he 
received  from  the  Inspector  and  Sub-In- 
spector, this  matter  being  omitted  in  Mr. 
Berwick's  very  faithful  report,  and,  for 
taking  the  part  I  shall  describe  to  your 
Lordships,  Mr.  F.  Beers  was  summarily 
dismissed  from  the  commission  of  the  peace. 
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Mr.  Berwick  bats,  lie  thinks  the  stipen- 
diary magistrates  were  wrong  in  not  hav- 
ing taken  steps  to  prevent  the  procession, 
and  in  not  distinctly  requiring  the  assist- 
ance of  their  brother  magistrates  to  pre- 
vent the  march  of  the  Orange  party  through 
the  district.     It  is  very  easy  to  blame  the 
stipendiary  magistrates  for  not  taking  that 
course;  but  when  the  magistrates  uf  Ar- 
magh asked  if  they  would  be  justified  in 
Buch    interference,    thov   were   told    thev 
would  not — that  thev  must  act  on  their 
own  discretion.    Whv  were  not  the  mas  is- 
trates  furnished  with  distinct  instructions  \ 
If  they  had  such  instructions,  I  want  to 
know  where  they  are.     I   want  to  know 
what  instructions  wore  given   to  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrates  who  were  sent  down 
specially  from  other  districts  to  advise  the 
local  magistrates,  and  whether  they  had 
directions  to  prevent  this  procession  from 
taking  place.     I  want  to  know  why  no  in- 
formations were  sworn  ?  I  will  tell  your 
Lordships    why — because   no   danger  was 
apprehended    from    the   procession.      No 
danger  of  a  collision  was  apprehended,  ex- 
cept by  those  who  were  determined  unlaw- 
fully to  obstruct  the  procession,  and  they 
did  not  swear  informations  because  they 
trusted    in   their  iutrenchments  and  their 
walls,  from  the  shelter  of  which  they  com- 
mitted their  dastardly  and  cowardly  attack. 
There  was  no  apprehension  that  the  public 
peace  would  be  violated  by  the  Orangemen; 
nor,  till  the  attack  upon  them,  was  there  a 
single  instance  of  irregularity  or  miscon- 
duct on  the  part  of  any  of  that  bcxly. 

I  now  come,  my  Lords,  to  another  part 
of  the  case — the  character  of  the  commis- 
sion. I  say  that  the  commission  is  a  mat- 
ter of  much  more  doubtful  Icj^alitv  than  the 
procession.  I  should  like  to  know  where 
my  noble  Friends  opposite  found  any  war- 
rant for  the  issue  of  a  commission  of  in- 
2uiry  into  crime — a  commission  to  be  con- 
noted according  to  no  known  principles  of 
law,  but  in  violation  of  the  best  known 
principles  of  law — and  which,  according  to 
Lord  Coke,  is  itself  illegal.  That  Icurned 
writer  aaid — 

•*  A  commiflsion  is  a  delegation  by  warrant  of 
aa  Aet  of  Parliament,  or  of  the  corumou  law, 
whereby  jnritdiction,  jK>wer,  or  authority,  is  eon- 
ferred  to  others.  All  cornmishioiifj  of  new  inven- 
tion are  againit  law,  until  thr*y  have  allowance  by 
Aet  of  Parilaraeiit/' 

.  Whiteside,  a  very  able  Irish  lawyer, 
with  regard  to  com  miss  ions  of  in- 
ring  to  the  case  entitled  '*  Coui- 
[nquiry/'  12  JUporU,  31j:  — 


I  *'  There  a  commission  waa  gnnied  to  Mrtaia 
j  commissionert  to  innaire  into  depopolation  of 
I  houscit,  conrerting  of  arable  lands  into  paitiiR, 
i  ±c.  This  commiision  was  held  to  be  againit  hw. 
'  For  this,  *  that  it  was  only  to  inquire,  whiek  ii 
I  against  law ;  for  by  this  a  man  maj  ba  v^jiutlj 

aoousod  by  perjury,  and  he  shall  not  have  any  n- 
I  motly/     And  again,  '  No  toch  commiasion  trcr 

was  seen  to  inquire  only  of  crimes.' " 

Mr.  Whiteside  further  sud — 

"  I  think  it  clear  no  witness  sworn  and  en- 
minod  before  Mr.  Berwick  coold  be  prosecuted  ftr 
j  pi^rjurr.  And  upon  the  highest  aathority  in  thi 
law  it  is  submitted  this  eommission  of  inquiry 
granted  to  Mr.  Berwick  was  illegal  and  uneumti- 
tutional — a  positire  obstruction  to  justice ;  per- 
mitting the  defiimation  of  individuals,  the  uimg 
of  false  oaths,  for  which  there  could  be  no  poniih- 
nient,  and  provoking  resistance  to  its  n 
wher<»,  if  death  ensued,  there  could  be  no 
tion  fur  murder." 

In  1 835  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  pnrpote 
of  aholishing  certain   oaths  and  affirma- 
tions, and  section  13  provided  that  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act  it  should  be  unlaw- 
ful for  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 
person  to  administer,  or  allow  to  be  ad- 
ministered, or  to  receive,  or  cauae  or  aDow 
to  be  received,  any  oath  or  solemn  affirma- 
I  tion  touching  any  matter  or  thing  wheraof 
such  justice  or  other  person  had  not  juris- 
diction or  cognisance  by  Bome  statute  in 
force  at  the  time.     Now,  I  beg  the  noble 
Lords  opposite  to  point  out  bj  what  statute 
Mr.  Commissioner  Berwick  was  authorised 
to   summon   witnesses,   or   to    administer 
oaths,  in  defiance  of  this  distinct  Aet  ef 
Parliament.     Mr.  Berwick's  court  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  a  mock  tribunal,  where 
men*s  characters  were  taken  awaj  by  wit- 
nesses who  could  not  be  indicted  for  per- 
jury.    I  ask,  what  sort  of  court  was  this  ! 
Was  this  inquiry  a  judicial  or  a  magisterial 
proceeding  ?  Clearly,  it  was  not  a  judicial 
proceeding  in  conformity  with  any  known 
principle  of  English  law.     There  was  ne 
person  to  try;    the  prosecutor,  Ifr.  Ber^ 
wick,   was  also  the  judge;    and,  if  thcie 
were  any  culprits,  they  were  the  witnesses 
who  were  brought  forward  to  give  evidence. 
This  was  no  magisterial  inquiry*   for  the 
nature  of  magisterial  inquiries  was  defined 
by  the  12th  and  13th  Victoria,  c.  16,  which 
stated  that  magistrates  might  grant  sum* 
mouses  and  warrants   against  parties  ac- 
cused or  suspected.     But  here  there  was 
no   party  accused  or  suspected.     Hagia- 
t rates  may  issue  summonses  for  witneases, 
and  in  this  case,  no  doubt,  witnesses  wen 
huiMinonod,  who  were  required  to  answer 
such  questions  as  Mr.  Commissioner  Ber« 
wick  chose  to  put  to  them  de  omnihus  rtbt. 
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There  were,  besides,  three  attorneys  and 
two  counsel  on  each  side,  who  might,  in 
the  cross-fire  of  their  examination,  put 
to  these  unfortunate  witnesses  questions 
touching  their  own  conduct  with  regard 
to  matters  which  might  afterwards  be- 
come the  subjects  of  judicial  inquiry.  It 
is  provided  bj  the  English  law,  that  in 
proceedings  before  magistrates  the  ac- 
cused persons  shall  be  cautioned  that  any 
statements  they  make  will  be  taken  down 
and  may  be  used  against  them;  but  no 
such  caution  was  given  by  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Berwick  to  the  persons  who  came 
before  him  in  the  mixed  character  of  cul- 
prits and  witnesses.  If  the  investigation 
nad  been  directed  with  a  view  to  guide  the 
*  Executive,  as  to  whether  criminal  prose- 
cutions should  not  be  directed  against 
offenders,  and  its  proceedings  had  been 
conducted  privately,  he  should  have  felt 
less  objection  to  it;  but  it  was  directed 
against  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates. 
Mr.  Berwick  declared  his  court  to  be  an 
open  court,  to  which  all  persons  had  right 
of  access,  open  to  all  the  world.  His  next 
proceeding  was  to  summon  witnesses,  and 
to  threaten  with  committal  those  who  did 
not  attend  his  illegal  summons;  nay,  to 
threaten  with  committal  persons  who  omit- 
ted to  produce  papers  and  documents  which 
he  chose  to  call  for.  I  say  that,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  case  as  to  the  commis- 
sion itself  in  initio,  these  proceedings  of 
Mr.  Berwick,  in  his  commission,  were 
without  any  warrant  of  law;  and  I  say 
that  the  publication  of  this  illegal  evidence, 
ooUected  before  an  illegal  tribunal,  was 
prejudicial  to  the  administration  of  justice, 
inasmuch  as  the  publication  of  that  evi- 
dence prejudiced  persons  who  were  liable 
to  be  put  on  their  trial;  persons,  some  of 
whom,  as  I  am  reminded  by  my  noble 
Friend  behind  mc,  have  since  been  actually 
indicted,  and  are  about  to  undergo  a  trial, 
with  all  the  prejudice  arising  from  that 
publication  arrayed  against  them. 

I  will  proceed  to  show  that  not  only 
were  the  proceedings  before  the  commis- 
sion illegal  and  unwarrantable  in  them- 
selves, but  that  the  evidence  taken  has  not 
been  fairly  stated  in  Mr.  Berwick's  report. 
I  have  got  here  some  few  illustrations  of 
this  fact,  among  a  great  many  samples 
iliat  I  might  readily  adduce.  First,  I  will 
lemiest  jour  Lordships  to  turn  to  Mr.  Ber- 
^ck'ft  statement,  page  5,  about  the  shots 
fired  at  Mr.  Morgan  : — 

>  "  tJnfortimately,  however,  after  the  procession 
l)Ad  lp4od|  spme  stragglers  from  the  Orange  party 


committed  some  acts  of  violence,  and  fired  shots 
in  the  evening  on  their  way  homo  in  the  neigh- 
hourhood  of  Mr.  Morgan's  house,  the  halls  from 
two  of  which  came  so  close  to  that  gentleman, 
that  he  was  of  opinion  that  they  were  fired  at  him, 
and  his  parishioners  were,  in  consequence,  much 
exasperated." 

What  was  the  evidence  actually  given  be- 
fore Mr.  Berwick  ?  That,  on  the  evening 
of  the  12th,  as  the  procession  was  return- 
ing, some  Catholics  were  firing  off  a  few 
shots,  and  the  Orangemen  thought  these 
were  fired  at  them,  upon  which  some  of 
them  turned  back  to  repel  the  insult.  So 
that  whereas,  according  to  Mr.  Berwick's 
account,  this  was  an  unprovoked  attack  by 
the  Orangemen  on  the  Roman  Catholics; 
the  facts,  as  stated  in  the  evidence,  show 
that  the  attack  originated  "  in  a  few 
shots  *'  fired  by  the  Roman  Catholics  at 
the  Orangemen,  a  portion  of  whom  turned 
back  to  repel  the  insult;  and  there  is  in 
support  of  this  statement  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  W.  Beers  that  he  remonstrated  on  the 
particular  occasion.  There  is  manifestly^ 
then,  a  decided  bias  not  only  in  Mr.  Ber- 
wick's report,  but  in  his  selection  of  the 
evidence.  In  the  next  page  to  that  I  have 
quoted,  after  mentioning  that  Mr.  Wa 
Beers  had  given  repeated  announcements 
on  the  subject,  and  setting  forth  that  Mr.^^ 
Beers  organised  the  procession,  Mr.  Ber- 
wick proceeds  to  say — 

"  About  the  time  this  was  taking  place,  Mr. 
Fitzmaurice  had  arrived,  with  Mr.  Hill,  fi*om 
Rathfriland  at  Bally  ward,  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Francis  Beers.  There  they  found  the  Orange 
party  assembled  in  arms  in  his  demesne  in  great 
numbers,  their  place  of  rendezvous  having  been 
fixed  at  Ballyward  church,  whence  they  were  to 
proceed,  through  Mr.  Beers'  demesne,  on  their 
road  to  Castle wellan." 

But  when  we  turn  to  Mr.  Beers*  evidence, 
we  find  him  stating — 

"  I  did  not  organise  the  procession.  I  orga- 
nised the  constabulary  and  military,  who  were  to 
protect  the  procession,  and  not  the  procession." 

Yet,  with  this  evidence  before  him,  Mr. 
Berwick  tells  us  that  it  was  in  Mr.  Beora* 
demesne  the  Orange  party  was  mustered^ 
Now,  as  to  the  reasons  for  not  taking  the 
new  road  home,  Mr.  Berwick  states  in  hisr 
report — 

"  The  magistrates  were  then  assembled  on  the' 
hill,  and  all  agreed  that  it  would  be  most  dangerous 
to  allow  the  Orange  party  to  come  back  by  the  same 
road,  and  it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice 
should  proceed  to  Lord  Roden's,  and  request  his 
Lordship's  interference  to  induce  them  to  return 
by  some  other  way.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  though 
still  expressing  his  fears  of  a  collision,  appears  to 
have  doubted  the  utility  of  suoh  an  arraogemeDt,; 
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as  be  said,  '  since  tboy  had  gone  that  road,  they 
might  as  well  come  back  the  same  way.' " 

Now,  Mr.  Morgan  gave  no  such  evidence, 
nor  anything  like  it.     He  stated  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  he  did  at  first  express  the 
opinion  that  as  thej  had  come  bj  the  old 
road  the  J  might  as  well  return  by  it;  but 
he  afterwards  altered  this  opinion,  a  fact 
which  does  not  at  all  appear  on  the  face  of 
the  proceedings.     The  evidence  which  he 
did  actually  give  is  contained  in  page  105, 
and,  where  not  altogether  omitted,  is  alto- 
gether misrepresented   in  Mr.   Berwick's 
report.     It  is  not  the  fact  that  all  the  ma- 
gistrates were  of  the  opinion  stated  by  Mr. 
Berwick.      The   magistrates  deputed  Mr. 
Fitzmaurice,  who  proceeded  to  Tollymore- 
park,  and  represented  to  Lord  Roden  that 
there  might  he  some  danger  in  returning 
the  same  way,  giving  this,  not  as  Mr.  Mor- 
gan's opinion,  but  as  his  own;  and  Lord 
Roden  having  spoken  with  Mr.  W.  Beers, 
said  that  he  had  received  reasons  which  he 
thought    sufficient  to  induce  him  to  the 
opinion  that  if  he  advised  the  Orangemen 
to  return  hy  the  new  road  instead  of  by 
the  old,  a  portion  of  them  might  take  his 
advice,  hut  the  other  portion  might  not 
take   it,  and   thus   there   might  be  split 
among  them,  the   consequence  of  which 
would  he  an  infinitely  greater  danger  of 
collision  than    there   would    he    if   they 
went  altogether  in  a  body.     The  reason 
thus    assigned   was    amply    sufficient    to 
have  guided  the  judgment  of  Lord  Roden, 
if  that   had    hcen    the   only  question,  or 
if  Lord  Roden  had    been   the   person  to 
determine  the  question.     And  mark,  that 
if   the  procession   had   adopted   the   ad- 
vice, and  gone  by  the  new  rood,  the  result 
would  have  heen,  after  the  movement  of 
the  Rihand  hody,  by  which  they  took  pos- 
session of  the  hill  which  commands  both 
roads,  that   the   Orangemen    would   have 
been  exposed  to  the  attack  of  the  Riband- 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  hill  of  Ma- 
gheramayo.     The  reason,  such  as  it  was, 
which  thus  influenced  the  route  of  the  pro- 
oession,  and  which  is  represented  in  Mr. 
Berwick's  report  as  quite  insignificant,  is 
not  even  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Under  Secretary,  written,  I  presume,  un- 
der the  direction  of  my  noble  Friend.    Mr. 
Tabateau  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that,  if 
Orangemen  had  gone  the  other  road 
^•he  morning,  no  collision  would  have 
"olace.     The  priest  also  lays  infinite 
this  point,  on  the  importance  of 
(he  body  together,  and  he  even 
m  this  ground  his  administering 


to  a  large  armed  assembly  his  blessing,  on 
the  condition  that  they  would  not  attack 
the  Orangemen;  a  condition  which,  when 
they  were  asked  the  question,  it  appears 
they  did  not  give  any  assent  to;  but  never- 
theless he  ad[ministered  the  blessing.  His 
view  was,  that  so  long  as  you  kept  the 
whole  body  together,  mischief  might  be 
prevented,  but  if  stragglers  got  running 
over  the  country  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
collision  was  inevitable.  I  go  on  to  ano- 
ther misrepresentation  of  Mr.  Berwick  on 
a  very  important  point.  He  says — ''Two 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen  appear  to  have 
exerted  themselves  without  effect  to  induce 
this  body  to  return  to  their  homes.'*  Now, 
the  two  Roman  Catholics  did  no  such 
thing.     The  evidence  on  this  point  is — 

"  I  did  advise  them  to  go  away  out  of  that  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  but  did  not  tell  them  to  go 
home.  If  I  stated  formerly  that  I  did  tell  them 
to  go  home,  I  did  not  do  it  knowingly.  The  rea- 
son I  did  not  tell  them  to  go  home  was,  that  I 
was  afraid  lest  some  evil-disposed  persons  might 
not  do  so,  but  waylay  the  Orangemen,  as  they 
were  returning  home,  and  attack  them." 

There  are  only  two  other  points  in  this 
evidence  on  which  it  is  necessary  to  say  a 
few  words.  Mr.  Berwick  says  when  the 
procession  was  formed,  a  blank  shot  was 
fired,  but  from  what  party  ho  was  not  able 
to  say.  Now,  I  will  not  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  details  of  the  evidence,  bnt  the 
circumstances  were  somewhat  remarkable. 
One  witness  states  that  when  the  proces- 
sion was  formed  he  followed  it  some  way, 
and  then  states  that  a  squib  or  signal  was 
fired.  Seven  or  eight  other  witnesses 
state  that  they  did  not  see  Ihe  squib,  bnt 
heard  it,  and  further  state  most  of  them, 
their  impression  that  it  came  from  the 
road.  On  the  other  hand,  a  number  of 
soldiery  not  connected  with  the  procession, 
swear  most  positively,  and  on  their  oath, 
that  they  saw  the  smoke,  and  that  they 
heard  the  squib,  and  that,  most  distinctly, 
it  was  fired  on  the  hill;  that  immediately 
afterwards  two  persons  came  forward  from 
among  the  Ribandraeu  and  fired  two  shots, 
which  shots  were  immediately  followed  by 
a  volley ;  yet  after  this  sworn  evidence 
Mr.  Berwick  ventures  to  state  that  he  con- 
siders it  doubtful  which  party  it  was  that 
fired,  or  rather,  indeed,  that  he  considers 
the  balance  of  evidence  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  opinion  that  the  shots  were  fired  from 
the  hill.  Balance  of  evidence !  Why,  the 
whole  evidence  is  on  one  side,  and  none  on 
the  other  whatever !  Or  give  the  •*  im- 
pressions **  on  which  Mr.  Berwick  thinks 
fit  to  rely,  the  title  of  evidence^  and  irtJH^ 
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,be  law  establUh- 
ir  imd  Qodoubted 

•  lmv<i  that  law  ch- 
[  iiiii<it  say  be  Uiok 
uiini  to  obtain  that 

ii)ri  fiOtn  being  ob- 
right  that 


t  of 


I   ha  apply  to  the 

f-ir  11  mandamus  to 

(u  receive  the  iii- 

'.ho  aiugiatroteB  had 

*  fiiBing  that  informa- 

*"        I'a  Bench   nould 

■A  t    maiK^miM 

!!,i'i'  band,  it  was 

1 1  Air  t  would  not 

,;r'.>  except  upoQ 

]\  :•  case  for  the 
lliimagiBtrates, 
'  inigtstratcs  ex- 


I  lit'  Queen's  Bench 

I  II  mandamue,  cx- 

Ni-n.iv,ion.     On  the 

i!j  cuuiU  DOt  have  done 

1  on  tho  9th  of  October, 

icctiiig  of  tho  mogist rates 

ivblch  informations   of  a 

Hp:c  tendered,   and   ro- 

oiit  of  fourteen  of  the 

ilistanding  the  opportune 

lioden  two  days  previ- 

iintime  an  Act  bad  come 

.  the  12th  and  13th  Vic- 

■  An  Act  for  the  Proteo- 

•y'a  Subjects  in  Ireland," 

iiaeted  that  where  mngis- 

r'   tu  do  any  act  required 

:|  be  Inwful  for  parties   to 

:rt  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a 

I  the  justices  to  show  cause 

not  dono  it,  and  if,   after 

•iirh  rule,  they  do  not  show 

'■f  shn.ll  have  power  to  coni- 

tlio  net  BO  required.     This 

'n  force  on  the  2Qd  of  Oc- 

' !  have  supplied  Mr.  Eerwick 

!aw,  bad  he  clioson  to  avail 
'ml.  lie  did  not.  I  havo  now 
.icludcd  my  statement.  But 
jiut  to  which  it  is  impossiblo 
>  £r«m  adverting,  although  I 


shall  compress  my  obserrations  into  the 
narrowest  compass.  I  presume  that  Hr. 
Berwick's  report  and  the  minutes  of  eri- 
dcuco,  such  as  they  were,  reached  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  soon  after  tjie  22nd  of  Septem- 
ber (the  date  of  the  conclusion  of  the  in- 
quiry). No  doubt  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
must  hare  carefully  perused  the  evidence. 
As  a  proof  of  the  time  and  attention  which 
he  paid  to  the  case,  I  find  that  his  Lord- 
ship's letter,  or  rather  the  letter  of  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
is  dated  the  6th  of  October,  and  that  in 
that  letter  it  is  stated  that — 

"  on  a.  full  considerntioo  of  the  CDtiTQ  Can,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  haa  como  to  the  conelusion  that 
A  Juc  rog.ird  for  tho  futum  proBervntion  of  the 
peace  in  the  district  in  question,  and  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  tbercJD  in  o,  maoner  whieh 
will  be  entitled  to  public  confldonoc  and  respect, 
imperativclf  requires  tluit  tho  magistratea  whose 
conduct  bo  has  thus  noticed  should  no  longer  dis- 
charge tho  important  functions  and  duties  of  that 
office,  and  1  am  tberofcm  desired  to  conTcy  to 
jour  Lordship  bis  Exccllency'i  recommendation 
that  the  Earl  of  Roden,  William  Beers,  and  Fran- 
cis  Beers,  EEquircs,  be  superseded  in  the  commia- 
siona  of  tlie  peace  which  they  now  bold." 

Now,  1  have  always  understood  (1  shall  be 
corrected  hj  high  authority  if  I  am  wrong) 
that  the  magistrates  of  Ireland,  like  the 
magistrates  of  England,  are  not  under  the 
authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  bnt  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  it  was  vested  in  the  Lord  High 
Ciiancellor  to  direct  and  control  the  magis- 
trates, and  I  well  recollect  the  virtuous  in- 
dignation of  the  noble  Lord  now  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  tho 
occasion  of  the  dismissal  of  certain  magis- 
trates for  attending  the  monster  Repeal 
meetings  some  years  ago — I  say  I  well  re- 
collect the  virtuous  indignation  with  which 
the  noble  Lord  expressed  a.  hope  that  it 
was  not  true  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
acted,  not  upon  bis  own  judgment,  but 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  noble  Lord  on  that  oo- 
caaion  expressed  a  hope  that  anything 
so  unconstitutional,  so  irregular,  so  arbi- 
trary, could  not  have  taken  place  as  that 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  venturing  to  in* 
terfere  with  the  functions  and  authority  of 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor  in  recommend- 
ing the  dismissal  of  magistrates.  It  turned 
out  that  that  decision  was  taken  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  having  received  any  recommcnda* 
tion  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  discharge 
a  duty  which  strictly  belonged  to  himself. 
1  wonder  what  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
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Bated.     The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the    kett),  in  1823,  exactly  appropriate  to  the 
'      '     '  '  1  1        ■"  >        I   present  oconrrenoe : — 


woolwck,  for  example — and  lie  will  do 
tjie  justice  to  believe  tliot  I  do  not  refer 
to  him  in  the  slightcBt  degrco  oSensivelj  of  thi 
— not  above  two  or  tlirco  inontlia  since 
heard,  as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, a  case  of  property  between  an  in- 
dividual  and  a  company,  tlio  Grand  Junc- 
tion Canal  Company,  and  decided  in  favour    ^ 

Of  that  company   Lo  himself  being  a  Urge    \  ^    ,  ^  ; 

shareholder  m    it.      Did  any  man  take  ex- ,  __  .  Xli,   . .■.*_*..... 

ception  to  this  proceeding;,  and  put  it  as  a 
case  for  ParUamentary  censure  and  im- 
peachment ?  Yet  the  impeachment  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  have  heen 
only  an  analogous  case  with,  and  not  a  whit 
more  serious  case,  than  the  degradation  to 
which  my  noblo  Friend  has  been  subjected 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Ano- 
ther circumstance  to  be  observed  upon  is 
that  the  hench  at  Castlewcllan  on  this 
occasion  was  not  the  ordinary  bench;  by 


It  (ft  committee)  is  a  judieial  ut  on  the  put 
igiatrste;  he  muit  eieroiia  hii  mm  du- 
cretioa,  and  rest  upon  his  own  reiponiibility.  I 
uonrcivo  it  would  be  a  great  violation  of  dotf  ill 
liini  to  relinquish  hig  own  judgment  to  that  of  taj 
other  pcnon,  and  I  ooDoeive  it  would  be  a  vny 
improper  thing  on  tho  part  of  anf  othar  pnwn  te 
adirectioQ." 

Would 

think  a  magistrate  actfid  properly  in 

committing    on   the   opinion    of    the    law 

officers  of  the  Crown,  on  evidence  tden 

before   them,    withont  himself  examining 

having    it  regularly 


e  accident  or  other  it  si 
upon  that  particuh 
gentlemen  were  present, 
distant  parts  of  tho  county, 


sworn  and  reduced  into  the  form  of  in- 
formations before  him  ?  "  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  replied  —  "I  should  think 
that  he  acted  very  irrognlarly  and  im- 
properly in  so  doing."  What  was  the 
case  at  Castlewellan  petty  seBsions  f  I 
hold  tho  information  iu  my  hand  — 


appcnc  a  ^  information  was  not  drawn  up  accordiag 
'  to  tlie  definition  of  the  law  laid  down  by 
Iilr.  Berwick,  for  his  subordinates  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  follow  his  authority  in 


who  fur- 
,,  I    -  Til  '  .  i-i-      I  '  iJJJUiL  i£   iiruu[;nij   w  luiiuw  uia  auLDDn» 

lh.r  h.pp.md  to  l,.,e  .iroug  P»lil»>l  '  n„  ^.J,  Th.  infonn.ti.n  n,n.  Ihu., 
opmions  coinciding  with  the  views  of  Mr. 
Berwick,  and  who  made  up  the  minority' 
that  voted  in  favour  of  the  informations. 
Why  was  lit.  Berwick  there  at  all  ',  Why, 
be  was  there  to  intimidate,  to  overawe,  to 

bribe  the  magistrates.     Not  in  a  pecuniary    tliercd  yourselves  together,  to  tho  peat 
^   "bribery        ^"''   "'"''"    ^^   several  of  Her    Mfjettj'i 


"  For  that  vou,  on  the  13th  da7  of  July  lait,  in 
the  pansh  of  Drumgoolind,  in  aaid  oouoty  (with 
acveral  other  eril-diipoied  periong  nnlmoini,  M 
tho  nnnibcr  of  GOO  and  upwards),  unlawflillj, 
iotODSlT,  and  tumultuoual;  auembled  and  ga- 


way  of  oourso;  but  the  term  "bribery,  ,       , 

'  .,  -         ,  •         lects  thereabouts  r««iduic 

atrong  as  it  may  appear,  is  not  an  atom  -Ulng  «.  »«mbled,  did  ct 
too  strong  for  the  fact,  when  1  can  show    ■    ■■  -  ■■ 

that  Mr.  Berwick,  when  be  found  tiie  ma- 
gistrates indisposed  to  receive  bis  definition 
of  the  law,  endeavoured  to  persuade  them 
privately  to  take  a  course  which  they  did  .  Tliat  was  the  form.     What  was  the  eii- 


;  and,  further, 

,  and  aid  and  alat 
of,  diven  overt  acta  of  violBMe, 
in  furlberanco  of  the  objeati  br  which  ;ou  and 
».iid   ottier  persons  nnlawfiiUf  aisembled   tcge- 


not  deem  consistent  with  the  constitution, 
by  the  promise  which  he,  in  his  quality  of 
High  Commissioner,  thought  fit  to  give, 
that  if  the  parties  were  convicted  the  sen- 
tence should  be  only  a  nominal  sentence. 
At  least,  ha  put  forward  this  statement  as 
an  inducement  for  the  magistrates  to  find 
the  informations^ that,  if  he  were  the 
judge  who  had  to  try  the  case,  he  should 
deoidedly  be  of  opinion  that  the  punish- 
nwnt  alKwld  be  only  n  LI  want  to 

know      «t  b  k  had  to 

I       M         IP  N       u  n  Mltf     Thu 


dence  on  which  the  informatio 
ported?  Mr.  Inspector  Hill  statfla  tut 
Ur.  Jardine,  the  first  person  charged  with 
being  engaged  in  any  illegal  violence,  wu 
not  engagMl  in  any  act  of  violence;  that 
the  assembly  did  not  create  alarm  in  Ur, 
Ilill,  and  was  not  calculated  to  excite  terror 
and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  Her  Uajeatj's 
subjects;  that  it  was  quiet  and  orderly,  m^ 
companied  by  the  stipendiary  and  olber 
mngiatratea,  with  a  large  body  of  police 
and  military,  and  also  with  many  respoot* 
able  women  and  children  belongmg  to  tho 
baulies  of  tboM  who  composed  the  pneea- 

Subh  waa  the  evidanea  which  waa 
I       1  the  infbnaationai  and  npon  mck 

a  aasaredly  the  magialntaa 

1        n^T  J    ufied  in  refitatng  to  nowTS 

n.  ootwithatanding  Mi.  ficr- 

g  npon  the  ntal  imptrtaiuNi 
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of  having  what  he  called  the  law  estahlish- 
ed.  If  the  law  was  as  clear  and  undouhted 
as  Mr.  Berwick  seemed  to  think  it  was, 
and  if  his  ohject  was  to  have  that  law  es- 
tahlished  hy  a  decision,  I  must  say  he  took 
a  course  not  at  all  calculated  to  obtain  that 
end,  hut  one  which  seems  to  me  more 
likely  to  prevent  a  decision  from  being  ob- 
tained. If  Mr.  Berwick  was  right  that 
this  was  a  mere  point  of  law  and  not  of 
discretion,  why  did  not  he  apply  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  mandamus  to 
compel  the  magistrates  to  receive  the  in- 
formation? For  if  the  magistrates  had 
violated  the  law  by  refusing  that  informa- 
tion, the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  would 
undoubtedly  have  granted  a  mandamus 
in  the  case.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
a  case  of  discretion,  the  court  would  not 
have  granted  the  mandamus  except  upon 
evidence  of  a  corrupt  intention.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  was  clearly  a  case  for  the 
judgment  and  discretion  of  the  magistrates, 
and  that  it  is  evident  the  magistrates  ex- 
ercised a  sound  discretion.  There  is  an- 
other course  which  Mr.  Berwick  might 
have  taken.  Why  did  he  not  indict  the 
parties  before  the  quarter-sessions?  I 
have  said  that  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
would  not  have  granted  a  mandamus^  ex- 
cept upon  evidence  of  corruption.  On  the 
2nd  of  August  they  could  not  have  done 
so;  but  they  could  on  the  9th  of  October, 
when  the  second  meeting  of  the  magistrates 
was  held,  before  which  informations  of  a 
similar  character  were  tendered,  and  re- 
jected by  thirteen  out  of  fourteen  of  the 
magistrates,  notwithstanding  the  opportune 
dismissal  of  Lord  Roden  two  days  previ- 
ously. In  the  meantime  an  Act  had  come 
into  force  (namely,  the  12th  and  13th  Vic- 
toria), entitled,  **  An  Act  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Subjects  in  Ireland," 
by  which  it  is  enacted  that  where  magis- 
trates shall  refuse  to  do  any  act  required 
of  them,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  parties  to 
apply  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a 
rule  calling  upon  the  justices  to  show  cause 
why  they  have  not  done  it,  and  if,  after 
due  service  of  such  rule,  they  do  not  show 
cause,  the  Court  shall  have  power  to  com- 
pel them  to  do  the  act  so  required.  This 
statute  came  into  force  on  the  2nd  of  Oc- 
tob^,  and  would  have  supplied  Mr.  Berwick 
with  a  simple  and  inexpensive  mode  of  es- 
tablif^ing  the  law,  had  he  chosen  to  avail 
himself  of  it ;  but  he  did  not.  I  have  now 
very  nearly  concluded  my  statement.  But 
there  is  one  point  to  which  it  is  impossible 
L  oan  refrain  from  adverting,  although  I 


shall  compress  my  observations  into  the 
narrowest  compass.  I  presume  that  Mr. 
Berwick's  report  and  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence, such  as  they  were,  reached  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  soon  after  the  22nd  of  Septem- 
ber (the  date  of  the  conclusion  of  the  in- 
quiry). No  doubt  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
must  have  carefully  perused  the  evidence. 
As  a  proof  of  the  time  and  attention  which 
he  paid  to  the  case,  I  find  that  his  Lord- 
ship's letter,  or  rather  the  letter  of  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
is  dated  the  6th  of  October,  and  that  in 
that  letter  it  is  stated  that — 

"  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  entire  case,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
a  due  regard  for  the  future  preservation  of  the 
peace  in  the  district  in  question,  and  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  therein  in  a  manner  which 
will  he  entitled  to  public  confidence  and  respect, 
imperatively  requires  that  the  magistrates  whose 
conduct  he  has  thus  noticed  should  no  longer  dis- 
charge the  important  functions  and  duties  of  that 
office,  and  I  am  therefore  desired  to  convey  to 
your  Lordship  his  Excellency's  recommendation 
that  the  Earl  of  Roden,  William  Beers,  and  Fran- 
cis Beers,  Esquires,  be  superseded  in  the  commis- 
sions of  the  peace  which  they  now  hold." 

Now,  I  have  always  understood  (I  shall  be 
corrected  by  high  authority  if  I  am  wrong) 
that  the  magistrates  of  Ireland,  like  the 
magistrates  of  England,  are  not  under  the 
authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  it  was  vested  in  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  to  direct  and  control  the  magis- 
trates, and  I  well  recollect  the  virtuous  in- 
dignation of  the  noble  Lord  now  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dismissal  of  certain  magis- 
trates for  attending  the  monster  Repeal 
meetings  some  years  ago — I  say  I  well  re- 
collect the  virtuous  indignation  with  which 
the  noble  Lord  expressed  a  hope  that  it 
was  not  true  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
acted,  not  upon  his  own  judgment,  but 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  noble  Lord  on  that  oc- 
casion expressed  a  hope  that  anything 
so  unconstitutional,  so  irregular,  so  arbi- 
trary, could  not  have  taken  place  as  that 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  venturing  to  in- 
terfere with  the  functions  and  authority  of 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor  in  recommend- 
ing the  dismissal  of  magistrates.  It  turned 
out  that  that  decision  was  taken  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  having  received  any  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  discharge 
a  duty  which  strictly  belonged  to  himself. 
I  wonder  what  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
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of  the  Goyernxnent  tbinks  of  tbis  case.  I 
wonder  whether  he  will  condemn  this  pro- 
ceeding with  the  same  emphatic  and  indig- 
nant eloquence  as  he  condemned  the  sup- 
posed proceedings  on  the  part  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Sugden  ?  But  there  is  another  point 
with  regard  to  the  repeal  magistrates  to 
which  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
Lordships.  Those  magistrates  were  fore- 
warned that  it  was  inconsistent  with  their 
duty  to  attend  the  monster  meetings;  and 
that  if  they  persisted  in  attending  them,  it 
would  he  the  duty  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  dismiss  them.  Was  any  such  notice 
given  in  this  case  ?  Had  my  noble  Friend 
and  the  other  magistrates  the  slightest 
reason  to  suppose  that  anything  would  be 
said  or  done  to  thorn  for  acting,  as  they 
imagined,  in  the  strict  performauce  of 
their  duty  ?  that  in  the  laudable  exercise  of 
their  functions,  I  would  say,  they  would  bo 
visited  with  the  severe  sentence  of  an  arbi- 
trary dismissal?  I  would  ask,  too,  whe- 
ther, upon  receiving  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor read  the  evidence,  considered  what  had 
been  stated,  transmitted  copies  of  the  evi- 
dence to  the  magistrates,  and  asked  them 
what  they  had  to  say  in  their  own  vindica- 
tion ?  No  such  thing.  In  the  course  of 
the  6th  of  October  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  seems  to  have  been 
conveyed  to  them,  accompanied,  as  far  as 
appears  from  the  papers,  by  the  report  of 
Mr.  Berwick,  but  not  accompanied,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  by  the  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence which  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Ber- 
wick; and  before  the  post  went  out,  as  if 
in  order  to  save  a  day,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, as  he  states,  **  in  accordance  with  his 
Excellency's  recommendation,*'  proceeded 
summarily  and  absolutely,  without  asking 
an  explanation  or  waiting  for  an  answer, 
without  even  informing  himself  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  act 
professed  to  be  founded,  to  dismiss  three 
magistrates,  who  had  hitherto  acted  irre- 
proachably— one  of  them  for  forty  years — 
ui  the  commission  of  the  peace — a  course 
of  proceeding  which  I  maintain  is  altoge- 
ther unwarranted  and  unjustified  by  prece- 
dent, is  in  abnegation  of  the  functions  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  a  degradation  of 
t  hi^h  officer  to  the  position  of  a  mere 
of  Executive.  And,  in  adopting 
n^  position,  he  did  not  even 
ary  to  go  through  the  forms 
ij  i  ig  what  the  parties  had 
would  have  expected  too, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to 


my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Roden)  would 
have  been  printed  verbatim  et  literatim  in 
the  papers  presented  to  this  House  "by 
command  of  Her  Majesty,"  but  it  is  not 
so.  In  the  printed  copy  it  is  stated,  **  I 
have  to  express  my  regret  that  I  am  un- 
der the  necessity  of  directing,  in  accord- 
ance with  his  Excellency's  recommenda- 
tion, that  the  necessary  warrants  be  pre- 
pared," <kc.;  whereas  the  original  docu- 
ment runs  thus — **  I  regret  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  informing  your  Lordship, 
that  in  accordance  with  this  Excellency  a 
recommendation,  I  have  directed,"  &c,  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  alteration  is 
very  material ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  have  been  any  variation  at  all.  I 
can  only  account  for  it  by  supposing  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  his  intense  eager- 
ness and  hurry  to  act  upon  the  orders  of 
his  master  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  said  to 
his  son,  or  whatever  other  relative  acts  as 
his  secretary — **  Let  this  be  done  at  once. 
You  write  to  the  two  commoners,  and  1*11 
write  to  the  peer  myself."  That,  being 
within  half-an-hour  of  losing  the  post,  he 
had  not  had  time  to  take  a  copy  of  the 
letter  which  ho  transmitted  to  my  noble 
Friend,  and  that  the  copy  now  printed 
had,  doubtless,  been  made  up  from  a  copy 
of  the  letter  which  his  more  leisurely  se- 
cretary wrote  to  the  commoners. 

I  would  now  ask  the  Government  what 
they  have  gained  by  these  proceedings? 
Have  they  established  one  point  of  law? 
Is  the  law  more  clear  now  than  it  was  be- 
fore these  proceedings  commenced?  An 
application  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
as  I  have  shown,  might  have  settled  the 
case;  but  the  dismissal  of  my  noble  Friend 
does  not  pretend  to  settle  it.  Did  the  dis- 
missal of  the  three  magistrates,  on  the  6th 
of  October,  induce  their  brother  magis- 
trates, on  the  9th,  to  receive  tho  proffered 
*'  information?"  Did  you  carry  the  feel- 
ing of  the  country  with  you  in  favour 
of  the  judicial,  impartial,  and  deliberate 
application  of  the  law  ?  Do  you  not  be- 
lieve, on  the  contrary,  that  by  the  dismis- 
sal of  these  justices  by  the  authority  of  the 
Executive,  and  not  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, you  have  excited  a  feeling  among  the 
remaining  magistrates  that  they  are  ex- 
pected henceforth  to  be  subject  to  and 
dependent  upon  the  political  chief  of  the 
day  ?  And  do  you  not  feel  that  you  most 
have  alienated  them  from  the  adbninistn^ 
tion  of  tho  law,  and  even  irritated  them 
against  the  law  which  they  are  called  upon 
to  administer?     Have  you  lowered   the 
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character  and  position  of  my  noble  Friend 
who  has  been  so  long  known  for  his  esti- 
mable qualities  ?  So  far  from  having  suc- 
ceeded in  that — if  that  was  your  object, 
which  I  cannot  suppose — your  arbitrary 
and  unjust  dismissal  of  him,  as  it  has  been 
felt  to  be,  has  called  forth  in  my  noble 
Friend's  favour  an  expression  of  sympathy, 
kindness,  and  respect  such  as  may  well 
console  any  man  who  has  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Her  Majesty's  Government; 
and  I  am  sure  it  must  be  gratifying  to  him 
at  the  close  of  forty  years'  faithful  service 
to  receive  the  testimony  that  the  public 
know  and  appreciate  his  conduct.  This 
testimony  does  not  proceed  from  Orangemen 
or  Protestants  alone.  A  remarkable  paper 
has  be^n  placed  in  my  hand,  with  which  I 
shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships,  but  I 
may  mention  that  it  is  a  paper  signed  by 
the  whole  board  of  guardians  over  whom 
my  noble  Friend  presides,  composed  of 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  in  which  they 
not  only  express  their  deep  regret  at  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  towards 
him  by  the  Government,  and  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  able  discharge  of  his  duty  to 
the  poor,  but  state  that  *'it  is  no  less  their 
duty  than  their  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to 
his  Lordship's  strict  impartiality  us  chair- 
man of  the  board,  his  conduct  having  ever 
been  guided  by  equal  justice  to  all. "  And 
the  conclusion  of  the  document  is  a  re- 
markable one,  for,  although  they  have  lost 
the  services  of  ray  noble  Friend  as  ex 
officio  guardian,  they  passed  a  resolution 
requesting  him  to  retain  the  chair  till  the 
annual  election,  when  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant would  unite  to  place  him  in  the 
position  of  an  elected  guardian,  and  re- 
store him  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  board. 
I  am  now  about  to  conclude  my  observa- 
tions, and  I  regret  that  I  have  been  ob- 
liged to  detain  the  House  at  such  great 
length.  I  only  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  say 
one  word  with  respect  to  the  motives  which 
have  actuated  me  in  bringing  this  question 
forward.  1  do  not  know  that  I  should 
have  been  inclined  to  take  up  the  case  if 
the  Oovemment  had  not  put  forth,  in  vin- 
dication of  their  proceedings,  an  explana- 
tion»  which  appeared  to  me  to  present  such 
a  distorted  statement  of  facts,  that  the 
public  mind  was  likely  to  be  misled  by  it. 
I  do  not  bring  forward  this  question  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  the  animosity  of 
Protestants  against  Catholics,  and  Catho- 
lics against  Protestants;  neither  do  I  bring 
it  forward  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  for- 
gotten discussions.     I  have  been  actuated 


solely  by  a  desire  to  let  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth  be  known  in  the  matter,  and 
to  show  the  country  that  however  esteemed 
in  their  private  character,  however  irre- 
proachable may  be  the  motives  of  public 
men  in  official  situations,  they  are  not 
above  the  set  checks  and  controls  as  ad- 
ministered through  your  Lordships  and  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  acting  through 
public  opinion,  if,  in  the  discharge  of  what 
they  believe  to  be  their  duties,  they  over- 
step the  limits  provided  by  the  law  and 
constitution.  I  may  be  asked  why,  if  these 
are  my  sentiments,  I  do  not  move  a  direct 
vote  of  censure  against  the  Government  ? 
I  abstain  from  doing  so,  not  because  I  think 
that  the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  not  open  to  serious  imputation,  but 
because  I  desire,  as  far  as  possible,  on  a 
great  constitutional  question  like  this,  to 
keep  apart,  as  far  as  possible,  from  party 
feelings  and  party  conflicts.  I  bring  this 
question  before  your  Lordships  in  a  quasi" 
judicial  capacity.  I  ask  your  attention 
simply  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  I  have 
mis-stated  or  overstated  anything,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  corrected  by  those  who  fol- 
low me.  I  ask  no  Parliamentary  triumph 
in  the  case.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
fair  either  to  the  House  or  to  my  noble 
Friend,  if  I  were  to  place  the  question  be- 
fore you  so  as  to  involve  in  its  decision  the 
acquittal  of  the  Government,  or  the  con- 
demnation of  my  noble  Friend,  or  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Government  and  the  ac- 
quittal of  my  noble  Friend,  feeling,  as  I 
do,  that,  with  every  desire  to  do  justice, 
you  could  not  help  being  influenced  by 
party  feelings,  in  deciding  a  question  which 
comes  in  the  shape  of  censure  upon  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  question  would  be 
decided  not  upon  its  own  merits,  or  with 
reference  to  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  my 
noble  Friend,  but  simply  with  regard  to 
the  point  as  to  whether  the  Government 
should  submit  to  a  political  defeat.  These 
are  the  grounds  for  confining  myself  to  my 
present  Motion.  I  ask  for  further  infor- 
mation in  the  case — because  I  think  fur- 
ther information  necessary — and  because, 
after  this  discussion  and  the  production  of 
the  papers,  the  public  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  whether  the  dismissal  of 
which  I  complain  was  politic,  judicious,  or 
just;  or  whether  it  was  an  impolitic,  unjust, 
and  arbitrary  act  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  nobleLord  concluded  by  moving— 

**  That  there  bo  laid  before  this  House  copiei 
of  Correspondence  between  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Armagh  and  the  Executive  Government  in  the 


923 


The  Affray 


{LORDS} 


<U  DaOy's  Brae. 


924 


months  of  June  and  July,  1846  ;  also,  Copies  of 
any  instructions  to  the  constabulary  in  reference 
to  any  processions  expected  to  take  place  on  the 
12th  of  July  last  ;  and  of  instructions  to  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrates  who  were  specially  sent 
down  to  Castlewellan  before  that  day  ;  also,  Copy 
of  official  communications  from  the  stipendiary 
magistrates  and  constabulary  officers  as  to  the 
proceedings  on  the  12th  July,  1849,  in  any  part 
of  Ulster  ;  also.  Copy  of  instructions  to  W.  Ber- 
wick, Esq. ,  accompanying  the  commission  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1849  ;  also  Copy  of  affidavits  of  John 
Jardine  and  John  Porter,  filed  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  the  Hilary  Term  last,  and  of 
the  report  annexed  to  the  affidavit  of  John  Porter, 
and  verified  thereby  ;  and,  also.  Copy  of  any  of- 
ficial report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  of  the  procedings  at  the 
petty  sessions  held  at  Castlewellan  on  the  11th  of 
September  and  the  9th  of  October,  1849." 

The  Earl  of  CLARENDON  :  My 
Lords,  before  I  proceed  to  offer  a  few 
i*emark8  upon  the  speech  of  my  noble 
Friend  who  has  just  sat  down,  your  Lord- 
ships will  perhaps  permit  me  to  express  a 
hope  that  my  presence  hero  this  evening 
may  not  be  considered  as  constituting  a 
precedent.  I  am  here  this  evening  at  a 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  public  business 
of  Ireland,  in  order  to  defend  an  act  of 
the  Executive  Government ;  and  I  have 
done  so  because  I  understood  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Stanley),  in  giving  notice  of 
his  Motion,  and  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke 
after  him  (the  Earl  of  Roden),  threw  out  a 
sort  of  challenge  to  me  to  appear  in  my 
place  on  this  occasion,  and  I  thought  it 
might  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  decline  it, 
or  that,  at  all  events,  my  declining  it 
might  render  my  conduct  liable  to  miscon- 
struction. But  I  did  not  determine  to 
come  without  much  doubt  and  reflection, 
because  I  thought  it  would  be  injurious 
to  the  public  service,  and  to  the  position, 
always  more  or  less  an  anomalous  one, 
of  Her  Majesty's  representative  in  Ireland, 
if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  were  expected  to 
appear  here  in  his  place  upon  every  occa- 
sion when  any  noble  Lord  might  think  fit 
to  require  his  attendance  to  explain  the  acts 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  Ireland. 
If  such  should  become  the  practice,  the 
result  would  be,  that  when  party  spirit  ran 
high  (degenerating,  as  it  too  often  does, 
into  personal  questions),  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  main- 
tain the  position  and  prestige  which  are 
essential  to  his  authority  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  multifarious  duties  which  he 
is  called  upon  to  discharge.  I  had,  how- 
ever, determined  to  come,  before  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  a  letter  from  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Roden)  stating  that  there 


was  certain  matter  in  the  papers  laid  before 
the  House  reflecting  upon  his  character, 
and  that  he  would  not  like  to  make  his 
statement  in  reply  in  my  absence.  Bui  I 
beg  to  assure  your  Lordships  that  eyen  if 
I  had  determined  not  to  come,  the  assu- 
rance that  my  presence  was  in  any  way 
necessary  for  the  vindication  of  the  noble 
Earl's  honour  or  character,  would  haye 
been  quite  sufficient  to  make  roe  alter  that 
decision.  Upon  public  grounds,  howeyer, 
I  again  express  a  hope  that  my  presence 
may  not  be  considered  as  constituting  a 
precedent,  although,  so  far  as  I  am  indi- 
vidually concerned,  I  cannot  regret  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  any  of  those 
charges  or  misrepresentations  with  which* 
for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  I  haye 
been  perseveringly  assailed.  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  noble  Friend,  that  no  man, 
whatever  his  rank  or  auUiority  in  tiie 
State,  is  above  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country,  and  I  am,  therefore,  not  sonj 
that  the  question  has  been  brought  before 
your  Lordships,  as  by  narrating  certain 
facts  and  supplying  certain  deficiencies  in 
the  narrative  of  my  noble  Friend,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  able  to  place  your  Lordships  in  a 
position  of  judging  whether  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment has  committed,  as  my  noble 
Friend  says,  an  act  unjust,  arbitrary,  and 
unconstitutional,  or  whether  the  dismissal 
of  the  magistrates  was  an  act  rendered 
imperative  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  was  unavoidable  in  the  interests 
of  society,  for  upholding  the  authority  of 
the  law,  and  maintaining  confidence  in  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice.  In 
order  to  enable  your  Lordships  better  to 
understand  the  case,  and  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it,  I  will  in  the  first  plaee 
briefly  refer  to  what  has  taken  place  since 
the  expiration  of  the  Act  of  1832  for  re- 
straining Party  Processions  in  Ireland. 
That  Act  was  introduced,  was  first  intro- 
duced, by  my  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley), 
then  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  stated  at 
the  time  that  every  one  of  these  proces- 
sions, as  they  had  all  a  tendency  to  break 
the  peace,  was  a  misdemeanour  by  comnum 
law.  The  Act  was  renewed  by  the  lat  and 
2nd  Victoria,  and,  unfortunately  in  my  o^n- 
ion,  this  Act  was  permitted  to  expire  towards 
the  close  of  1845  without  renewal.  Since 
that  period  party  processions  haye  no  longer 
been  ipso  facto  illegal ;  but  they  have 
always  been  looked  upon,  like  other  assem- 
blages, as  being  liable  to  become  so  ac- 
cording to  the  character  they  aasumed. 
If  they  led  to  a  breach  of  ihe  peaee,  or 
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efen  if  they  were  calculated  to  inspire  rea- 
sonable terror  in  the  minds  of  Her  Majesty's 
peaceful  subjects,  they  at  once  became  un- 
lawful, and  were  liable  to  be  dispersed,  and 
the  parties  forming  them  punishable  for  a 
misdemeanour.  I  believe  that  is  the  opinion 
of  OTory  sound  and  constitutional  lawyer, 
as  well  as  that  of  Judge  Jebb,  which  was 
quoted  by  my  noble  Friend,  in  introducing 
his  Bill  in  1832.  But  not  being  ipso  facto 
illegal  since  1845,  party  demonstrations 
have  not  been  treated  as  such  by  the  au- 
thorities ;  as  they  were,  however,  from 
their  character,  considered  more  likely 
than  other  assemblages  to  endanger  the 
public  peace,  so  more  than  ordinary  pre- 
eautions  were  taken  by  the  authorities  for 
the  maintenance  of  order  on  such  occasions, 
the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  the  pro- 
cessions being  left  to  the  magistrates,  as 
H  was  impossible  to  provide  by  specific  in- 
structions for  the  various  circumstances 
and  contingencies  under  which  the  magis- 
tracy ipight  be  called  upon  to  interfere. 
In  1845,  the  year  that  the  Party  Proces- 
sions Act  was  allowed  to  expire,  very  few 
processions  took  place.  They  were  dis- 
couraged very  generally  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  influence  with  the  Orange  body. 
Lord  Famham,  in  an  admirable  letter, 
said — 

••  I  have  on  former  occasions  given  them  my 
advioe  to  abstain  from  their  annual  processions, 
in  obedience  to  the  law  of  the  land.  Now  that 
the  *  Party  Processions  Act*  has  expired,  I  would 
sdll  impress  upon  them  the  fact — and  repeat  my 
firm  impression  of  its  truth — that  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  hold  their  processions  without  endan- 
gering the  peace  of  the  country,  and  puttini^  them- 
selves into  a  false  position,  at  variance  with  their 
ebaraeter  as  loyal  Protestants — anxious,  while 
tbey  retain  their  principles  unabated,  to  main- 
tain the  public  peace,  and  to  live  on  terms  of 
good  will  and  friendship  with  their  neighbours." 

The  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Roden) 
also  exerted  himself  to  the  same  effect,  I 
believe  in  1845.  About  that  time  the 
case  of  Mr.  Watson  occurred,  who  was  dis- 
missed from  the  deputy  lieutenancy  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  as  well  as  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  for  having  taken  the 
chair  at  a  meeting  where  a  resolution  was 
passed  for  reorganising  Orange  lodges  and 
Orange  processions.  On  that  occasion  Mr. 
Lucas,  who  was  then  Under  Secretary, 
wrote  an  excellent  letter  on  the  subject, 
aud  stated  the  principle  on  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  acted — namely,  that  he  could 
not  reconcile  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
Watson  at  the  meeting  in  Antrim  with  his 
'duty  as  a  deputy  lieutenant  and  magistrate, 


as  the  proceedings  at  it  had  led  to  a  serious 
affray,  which  led  to  the  loss  of  life,  and 
which  in  several  respects  tended  to  excite 
a  breach  of  the  peace :  under  such  circum« 
stances,  his  Excellency  felt  bound  to  de- 
prive him  as  far  as  he  could  of  any  autho- 
rity in  the  administration  of  justice;  he 
had,  therefore,  given  directions  to  remove 
him  from  the  deputy  lieutenancy:  the 
Lord  Chancellor  also  had  under  his  oousi^ 
deration  the  propriety  of  removing  him 
from  the  magistracy.  I  quote  this  case 
in  order  to  show  that  the  course  which  was 
pursued  within  the  last  few  months  by  the 
Irish  Government,  and  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  characterised  in  very  strong 
terms  as  unjust,  illegal,  and  unconstitu- 
tional, was  the  same  course  as  that  pur- 
sued by  the  Government  of  1845,  of  which 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  (Lord  Stanley) 
was  a  Member.  In  1846,  before  the  17th 
of  March,  a  memorial  was  sent  to  Lord 
Heytesbury  by  four  magistrates  of  the 
county  of  Down,  stating  that  a  party  of 
Ribandmen  was  about  to  march  in  proces- 
sion, and  that  such  march  would  be  resist- 
ed, and  that  very  great  danger  was  appre- 
hended both  to  the  peace  of  the  neighbour- 
hood and  the  lives  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. The  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  memorial,  adopted  the  ne^ 
cessary  precautions,  and  no  procession  took 
place;  but  it  appears  that  three  out  of  the 
four  magistrates  who  signed  that  memorial 
to  Lord  Heytesbury  were  on  the  bench  at 
Castlewellan,  in  September  last,  and  re- 
fused to  take  the  information  which  was 
tendered  to  them  against  the  Orangemen 
for  marching  exactly  under  similar  circum- 
stances of  danger  to  the  public  peace  as 
those  described  in  the  memorial,  and  after 
the  serious  affray  had  taken  place.  In 
1847  there  were  a  very  few  processions. 
In  1848,  in  consequence  of  the  political 
excitement  then  prevailing,  more  than 
usual  demonstrations  of  party  feeling  were 
to  be  expected.  I  can  assure  my  noble 
Friend  that  there  is  nothing  which  he 
could  say  that  I  would  not  say  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  whole  Protes- 
tant party  in  assisting  the  Government  to 
keep  the  peace  in  1 848,  particularly  in  the 
province  of  Ulster,  and  in  offering  their 
services  in  any  possible  way  that  the  Go- 
vernment desired.  This,  however,  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  party  processions.  I 
knew  that  these  demonstrations  would 
take  place;  I  knew  that  such  processions* 
leading  to  a  breach  of  the  peace  might  oc- 
casion very  great  alarm;  and  I  did  take 
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very  unusual  precautions  with  regard  to 
them.  I  sent  large  reinforcements  of  mi- 
litary and  upwards  of  500  constabulary 
into  the  north;  and  I  think  that  is  a  proof 
that  I  did  not  wish  to  encourage  these  pro- 
cessions. I  know  that  they  were  not  ipso 
facto  illegal,  and  I  did  not  therefore  forbid 
them  altogether,  but  I  took  more  than  or- 
dinary precautions  that  they  should  not 
lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  and  as  to 
the  knowledge  which  existed  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  rendered  such  demon- 
strations illegal,  I  may  mention  that  a 
magistrate  of  the  county  Donegal  wrote  to 
say,  that  the  Orange  procession  having 
come  armed,  the  magistrates,  of  whom 
there  were  six  present,  compelled  them  to 
leave  their  arms  in  a  house  by  the  wayside, 
before  they  marched  further,  it  being  their 
opinion  that  an  armed  procession  was  de- 
cidedly illegal.  In  1848  an  Orange  proces- 
sion assembled  for  the  purpose  of  going 
over  this  disputed  pass  of  Dolly's  Brae; 
but,  having  heard  that  their  passage  would 
be  disputed,  Mr.  Francis  Beers  interfered, 
and  by  his  persuasion  they  took  another 
route.  Unfortunately,  in  1849,  Messrs. 
F.  and  W.  Beers  neglected  that  warning, 
and  the  good  effects  that  had  resulted  from 
attention  to  it  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
deliberately  prearranged  and  sanctioned 
a  passage  over  that  old  road,  although 
they  had  12  months'  notice  that  it  would 
probably  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace; 
and  they  did  so  it  appears  because  the 
Riband  party  had  considered  the  not  going 
over  Dolly  *8  Brae  a  triumph,  and  had  cele- 
brated it  by  a  song.  A  great  deal  of 
party  excitement  having  taken  place  in  the 
winter  of  1848,  I  sent  down  considerable 
reinforcements  to  the  county  of  Down,  and 
more  particularly  to  those  parts  of  the 
county  where  I  understood  that  danger 
was  to  bo  apprehended.  The  peace  was 
maintained ;  but  at  Crossgar  a  collision 
took  place  attended  with  the  loss  of  two 
lives ;  and  in  consequence  of  previous  out- 
rages in  the  county  not  having  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  arrest  of  any  of  the  parties, 
the  resident  magistrate  was  informed  that 
those  persons  belonging  to  either  party 
who  offended  against  the  law  must  be  ac- 
tively pursued,  and,  if  possible,  brought  to 
trial.  Some  of  these  persons  were  in 
consequence  arrested  and  committed,  and 
a  Queen's  Counsel  was  sent  down  to  con- 
duct the  prosecution.  At  the  quarter- 
aossions  of  Newtonard,  where  they  wore 
tried,  it  was  most  clearly  and  distinctly 
laid  down  by  the  assistant  barrister,  that 


the  procession  of  the  17th  of  March  was 
illegal,  as  it  tended  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace;  but  nevertheless  the  jury  acquitted 
the  prisoners.  Later,  at  the  Hillsborough 
quarter-sessions,  the  law  was  again  laid 
down  in  the  same  clear  and  explicit  man- 
ner as  to  what  constituted  an  illegal  pro- 
cession, and  there  the  prisoners  were  con- 
victed. Again,  on  the  10th  of  July  the 
law  was  once  more  explained  in  the  same 
clear  manner,  and  the  jury  again  found 
the  prisoners  guilty.  I  mention  tliis  be- 
cause, those  men  having  been  arrested, 
three  very  distinct  occasions  had  occurred 
of  making  known  exactly  what  was  the  law 
with  regard  to  these  processions;  and,  as  all 
these  proceedings  were  published  in  the 
local  newspapers,  it  was  impossible  that  the 
legal  opinion  upon  the  subject  should  not 
be  known.  Matters  stood  thus  at  the  com- 
mencement of  July,  and  as  I  had  reason 
to  believe  that  numerous  party  demonstra- 
tions would  take  place,  I  sent  down  mili- 
tary and  police  to  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  county  of  Down  I  weai 
seven  sub-inspectors,  seven  head-consta- 
bles, and  250  police.  Several  of  the  most 
experienced  stipendiary  magistrates  were 
directed  to  repair  to  certain  spots,  and 
place  themselves  in  communication  with 
the  local  magistrates;  and  to  prevent  con- 
fusion the  military  were  placed  under  thdr 
orders;  and  several  of  the  best  detective 
officers  were  sent  into  the  neighbourhood 
to  obtain  private  information  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  demonstration.  In  fact,  my 
Lords,  as  I  superintended  all  these  axw 
rangcments  myself,  I  can  conscientiously 
say  that  no  precaution  which  the  Qovern- 
ment  could  have  taken  beforehand  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  was  neglected. 
But  it  is  said,  that  the  Government  had 
abundant  information  of  what  iras  goiog 
to  take  place,  and  that  these  procesaieos 
ought  to  have  been  stopped  altogether. 
The  fact,  however,  is,  that  the  Govern* 
ment  had  no  such  special  information. 
Towards  the  end  of  June,  SirD.  M'Gregor, 
the  inspector  general  of  constabulary, 
wrote  to  all  the  inspectors,  and  other 
chief  officers,  of  police  in  the  north,  de- 
siring them  to  report  what  processions 
were  expected,  whether  thej  were  Ukely 
to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  whi^ 
reinforcements  would  be  required.  The 
replies  received  were  from  the  county  in- 
spectors, who  said  generally  that  there 
would  be  large  processions,  and  that  rmn* 
forcements  would  be  required — ^for  Sab-in- 
spector Hill,  who  spoke  of  a  breach  of  the 
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peace  being  apprehended,  as  the  proces- 
sion was  to  go  through  a  Roman  Catholic 
district,  to  Tollymore-park ;  and  accord- 
ingly an  extra  number  of  troops  and  police, 
together  with  a  stipendiary  magistrate, 
were  sent  to  Castlewellan,  but  no  mention 
was  made  of  Dolly's  Brae,  the  name  even 
of  which  pass  was  unknown  to  any  official 
person  in  Dublin;  nor  was  it  in  the  district 
of  Mr.  Ilill,  and  the  sub-inspector,  in  whose 
district  it  was,  made  no  mention  of  the 
contemplated  movement.  My  noble  Friend 
alluded  to  Mr.  Scott,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  of  Down.  On  the  29th 
of  June,  he  waited  upon  Mr.  Redington, 
the  Under  Secretary,  and  expressed  a  fear 
that  there  would  be  a  riot,  but  without 
any  allusion  to  the  pass  of  Dolly's  Brae. 
Mr.  Scott,  however,  was  informed  of  the 
precautions  that  were  about  to  be  taken, 
and  he  went  away  perfectly  satisfied.  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  therefore  see 
that  every  possible  precaution  wns  taken, 
and,  as  no  special  danger  was  apprehended, 
and  all  the  information  received  was  of  a 
general  character,  there  was  no  reason  for 
departing  from  the  usual  course,  or  to  give 
special  instructions  to  the  stipendiary  ma- 

fistrates,  which  would  have  hampered  their 
iscretion  in  dealing  with  circumstances  as 
they  arose.  Those  stipendiary  magistrates 
were  among  the  very  best  and  most  expe- 
rienced of  the  body.  Military — both  ca- 
valry and  infantry — and  police  were  at 
their  disposal,  which  might  easily  be  re- 
inforced from  Downpatrick,  and  else- 
where, if  they  thought  it  necessary ;  and 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  issue 
a  proclamation,  or  by  other  means,  to 
prevent  this  particular  procession,  of  the 
nature,  extent,  and  objects,  of  which  no- 
thing was  known.  The  same  must  have 
been  done  for  all  parts  of  the  country 
where  danger  was  apprehended,  and  rein- 
forcements had  been  sent;  it  would  have 
been  an  unusual  practice,  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, when  the  arrangements  for  proces- 
sions had  been  made;  it  would  have  been 
certain  to  produce  irritation  and  resistance, 
and  probably  have  incurred  the  collisions 
it  was  intended  to  avert.  In  further  proof 
that  no  special  danger  was  apprehended,  I 
may  also  mention  that  when  Mr.  Tabuteau 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  reached  Castle- 
wellan on  the  11th  of  July  and  placed  him- 
self in  communication  with  Mr.  Shaw,  the 
local  justice  residing  there,  that  gentleman 
expressed  his  surprise  at  the  military  police 
and  stipendiary  magistrate  having  come, 
and  wondered  who   had  applied   for   the 
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force,  although  he  must  have  then  known 
that  the  procession  was  to  go  over  Dolly's 
Brae;  and  that  notwithstanding  it  had 
avoided  the  disputed  pass  the  year  before, 
he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  call  out  the 
military  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  what  he  had 
learned  in  the  neighbourhood,  Mr.  Tabu- 
teau, on  the  11th  of  July,  waited  on  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Roden), 
and  stated  to  him  that  he  had  received 
information  that,  if  the  procession  went 
over  Dolly's  Brae,  there  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  take  possession  of  the  pass;  but  I  be- 
lieve the  noble  Earl  did  not  think  that  any 
liarticular  precautions  were  required.  On 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  W.  Fitzmaurice, 
the  other  stipendiary  magistrate,  together 
with  Mr.  Scott,  went  to  Baleyward,  the  re- 
sidence of  Mr.  F.  Beers,  and  having  learnt 
from  the  inspectors  of  police  that  a  colli- 
sion was  to  be  apprehended  at  Dolly's  Brae, 
represented  to  that  magistrate  the  pro- 
priety of  dissuading  the  Orangemen  from 
going  through  the  disputed  pass;  but 
in  vain,  as  Mr.  Beers  disclaimed  having 
any  influence  over  them,  and  said,  that  no 
human  power  could  prevent  their  proceed- 
ing by  the  old  road.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances. Captain  Fitzmaurice  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  interfere  to  prevent  the 
procession.  In  this  particular,  I  think  he 
committed  an  error ;  still  I  think  it  a 
venial  error,  because,  if  he  had  proceeded 
in  forcibly  interfering  with  the  procession 
in  defiance  of  their  leader,  who  was  himself 
a  magistrate,  if  any  collision  had  taken 
place,  the  whole  blame  of  that  collision* 
the  bloodshed,  and  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences, would  have  been  laid  upon  the 
officers  of  the  Government ;  for  it  would 
have  been  said  that  the  procession  had 
passed  off  peaceably  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  but  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
unnecessary  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  bloodshed  had  taken  place. 
A  large  body  of  the  Ribandmen  were  post- 
ed on  the  hill,  but  by  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  the  police,  no  collision  took  place. 
The  magistrates,  however,  were  so  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  return 
that  way,  that  they  despatched  Captain 
Fitzmaurice  to  represent  that  to  the  noble 
Earl,  and  request  his  interference  to  in- 
duce the  procession  to  return  some  other 
way.  The  object  and  result  of  his  mission 
is  stated  in  Mr.  Berwick's  report  as  fol- 
lows : — 
**  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  proceeded  at  onco  to  Tolly- 
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more-park,  wbcro  he  saw  the  Orange  body  arrive 
and  pass  in  procession,  with  their  arms  and  ban- 
ners, in  front  of  Lord  Ilodcn*s  mansion,  where 
they  were  received  by  his  Lordship,  decorated 
with  an  Orange  scarf,  and  accompanied  by  the 
members  of  his  family  and  some  friends,  seyeral 
of  whom  wore  Orange  ribands  and  1)ad<][es  ;  after 
which  they  proceeded  to  a  field  belonging  to  his 
Lordship,  where  a  tent  had  been  pitched,  and  a 
platform  erected,  and  some  provision  made  for 
their  entertainment.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  was  intro- 
duced to  Lord  lloden,  and  communicated  to  him 
the  fact  that  an  armed  body  was  posted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  old  read,  and  his  dread  of 
a  collision  on  the  return  of  tlio  Orangemen,  and 
begged  that  his  Lordship  would  use  his  influence 
with  the  Orange  party  to  return  another  way.  lie 
made  the  same  communication  to  several  of  the 
apparent  leaders  of  the  Orange  party.  Lord 
Roden,  in  reply,  informed  him  that  he  feared  he 
Iiad  not  himself  sufficient  influence  to  eflcct  the 
object,  but  that  he  would  speak  to  the  party,  and 
also  to  Mr.  William  Beers,  on  the  subject,  lie  did 
accordingly  speak  to  Mr.  William  Beers ;  but, 
having  bBcn  informed  by  that  gentleman  that,  if 
any  change  were  made  in  the  route,  a  split  might 
take  place  in  the  body,  which  would  cause  greater 
risk  to  the  public  peace,  he  was  contented  with 
this  reason ;  and,  although  he  saw  that  the 
Orange  lodges  which  came  fi'om  Oastlewellan  and 
Ballyward  were  armed,  while  those  which  came 
from  some  other  quarters  were  not  so,  he  did  not, 
in  the  address  which  he  delivered  to  the  Orange 
body,  make  any  reference  to  this  subject.  It  ap- 
pears, also,  that  Mr.  William  Beers  never  did 
himself  make  the  slightest  attempt  to  influence 
the  Orange  body  to  go  home  by  the  new  road, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  advised  them  to  return  by 
the  same  way  by  which  they  had  come  ;  although 
ho  admitted,  in  his  evidence  before  me,  that  it 
was  possible  the  Orange  body  might  have  been 
induced  to  take  his  advice,  if  given,  and  go  homo 
by  a  different  way." 

Mr.  Berwick  goes  on  to  say — 

"  No  step  was  taken  during  the  day  to  dis- 
perse this  illegal  body,  nor  was  any  attempt  made 
to  arrest  their  leaders.  In  explanation  of  this, 
the  magistrates  informed  me  that  they  thought  it 
more  prudent  not  then  to  attempt  to  disperse 
them,  fearing  that,  if  they  resisted,  lives  might 
be  lost ;  and  even  if  they  did  not,  that  they  would 
divide  into  straggling  bodies,  and  thus  mora  easily 
provoke  a  collision  with  the  Orangemen,  where 
the  police  or  troo])s  would  be  unable  to  inter])ose. 
The  two  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  aj)pear  to 
have  exerted  themselves  without  effect  to  induce 
thi?  body  to  return  to  their  homes  :  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day  some  bread  was  supplied  to  thorn 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  to  hinder  them,  as  ho 
alleged,  from  going  into  the  public-houses  and  be- 
coming intoxicated.  This  body  aj>i)ears  to  have 
considerably  increased  during  the  day  by  tlie  ad- 
dition of  a  number  of  the  inhaltitants  of  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  some  of  whom  ajjpear  to 
have  joined  them  from  curiosity,  and  some  who 
shut  up  their  houses  and  came  there,  as  they  al- 
leged, for  protection.  In  the  evening,  the  Orange 
party,  Iiaving  remained  about  two  hours  at  Lord 
Roden's,  did  return,  and  took  the  old  roatl  througli 
Dolly's  Brae,  and  passed  it  in  safety,  and  cheered 
after  they  passed.  Nothing,  however,  occurre<l  to 
excite  alarm,  except  tho  taunts  of  a  number  of 


women  collected  on  the  toftdside,  who  told  thoiii 
'  they  were  prisonen,  and  would  catch  it  before 
they  passed  ^laghoramayo-hill.  The  Orange  pro- 
cession, some  of  whose  members  appear  not  to 
have  been  so  peaceably  conducted  as  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  preceded,  as  before,  by  a  body  of  police, 
and  tho  rear  was  also  protected  by  another  body 
of  police,  and  by  the  Dragoons.  On  arriiing  at 
tho  iK)int  of  the  road  immediately  under  the  brow 
of  Magheramayo-Iiill,  where  the  opposing  force 
was  strongly  intrenched,  the  police  who  were  in 
front  drew  up  along  the  side  of  the  road,  and 
stopped  to  allow  tho  Orange  procession  to  mardi 
past,  which  they  did  without  interruption.  Un- 
fortunately, afler  the  whole  body  had  passed  for* 
ward,  and  while  the  police  were  in  the  act  of 
forming  again  to  follow  them,  a  squib  or  blank 
shot  was  fired,  but  from  which  party  I  am  unable 
to  say ;  several  trustworthy  witnesses  haying 
stated  their  belief  that  it  came  from  the  rear  <} 
the  Orange  party,  and  others  equally  credible 
having  stated  that  it  came  from  a  place  on  the 
hill,  about  half-way  between  the  Riband  party 
there  posted  on  the  road.  Almost  immediaftdy 
after  this  occurrence,  two  shots  were  fired ;  and, 
as  contradictory  evidence  was  offered  to  show 
from  which  party  they  came,  I  shall  only  say  that 
the  weight  of  the  evidence  appeared  to  me  to  fii^ 
vour  tho  opinion  that  they  were  fired  by  two  of 
the  Riband  party,  posted  on  the  hill,  at  the  Oraage 
body." 

It  will  bo  found  that — 

''Immediately  afterwards,  a  rolley  Was  dis- 
charged fVom  the  main  body  on  tho  htll,  wUA 
appeared  to  have  been  indiscriminately  directed 
at  police,  military,  and  Orangemen,  and  the  firing 
from  both  sides  then  became  general.  It  was 
then  deemed  necessary,  and  I  think  wisdy,  to  dis- 
lodge the  body  posted  on  the  heights  ;  and  aooor- 
dingly  the  police,  under  Mr.  lliU,  charged  up  to 
and  gained  the  first  entrenchment^  firinff  aa  thqr 
ascended  at  the  men  who  were  placed  behind  ik 
Immediately  after  it  was  carried,  the  body  there 
posted  fled,  and  the  police,  who  had  fired  in  all 
only  eighteen  shots,  ceased  firing,  and  took  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  among  whom  were  fiTe  wounded. 
Several  of  tho  prisoners  were  found  erouehi^ 
with  arms  beside  them,  behind  the  walli. 

"  In  the  meantime  a  body  of  100  or  200  of  thi 
Orange  party  liad  dashed  up  the  hill  transTWiely 
towards  the  samo  quarter,  firing  shots  at  the  i^ 
treating  body  on  tho  hill,  and  the  police  were  fiir 
some  time  in  considerable  danger,  being  pisood 
between  two  fires ;  they,  however,  threw  them- 
selves between  tho  two  parties  as  soon  aa  thay 
could,  and  stopped  the  advance  of  tho  Orange 
])arty,  and,  in  my  opinion,  prevented  a  very  grsat 
loss  of  life,  which  must  have  occurred  if  tlie  two 
I)arties  had  come  to  closer  quarters.  While  this 
was  going  on  above,  I  lament  to  say  that  the  woik 
of  retaliation  both  on  life  and  property  by  the 
Orange  party  was  proceeding  lower  down  the  hOl, 
and  along  the  side  of  the  road,  in  a  moat  bmtal 
and  wanton  manner,  reflecting  the  deepeat  dis- 
grace on  all  by  whom  it  was  perpetrated  or  cn- 
cournged.  One  little  boy,  ten  years  old,  was  de- 
liberately fired  at,  and  shot,  while  running  aenw 
a  field.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  stopped  a  man  in  tha 
act  of  firing  at  a  girl  who  was  rushing  from  bat 
father's  house.  An  old  woman  of  aoTenty  was 
murdered,  and  the  scull  of  an  idiot  wma  beaten  in 
with  the  butts  of  their  muskets.*' 
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[An  ezpreflsion  of  dissent  from  Lord  Stan- 
LBY.]  My  noble  Friend  seems  to  doubt 
this;  but  Mr.  Janns,  sub-inspector  of  po- 
lice, states,  in  his  evidence,  that  the  scull 
of  the  unfortunate  Sweeny  was  beaten  in 
with  the  butts  of  their  muskets,  and  that 
oorrespondB  with  the  account  given  before 
the  coiDner.  Mr.  Berwick  goes  on  to 
say— 

"  Another  old  woman  was  severely  beaten  in  her 
hoQM ;  while  another,  who  was  subsequently  saved 
bj  the  pdiioe,  was  much  ii^urcd,  and  left  in  her 
house,  which  had  been  set  on  fire.  An  inoffensive 
man  was  taken  out  of  his  house,  dragged  to  his 
garden,  and  stabbed  to  death,  by  three  men  with 
iMyonets,  in  the  sight  of  some  of  his  family.  The 
Rimuui  Catholic  chapel,  the  house  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  curate,  and  the  National  School-house, 
were  fired  into,  and  the  windows  broken,  and  a 
number  of  the  surrounding  houses  of  the  Roman 
Oathdio  inhabitants  were  set  on  fire  and  burnt, 
ettty  article  of  fiimiture  having  been  first  wan- 
ton! j  destroyed  therein ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  active  interference  of  magistrates  and  the 
troops,  much  more  loss  of  life  and  property  would 
Biidoiibtedly  have  taken  place." 

Hn  Berwick  further  adds — 

••  Before  I  close  this  report  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  make  some  observations  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  those  to  whose  care  the  protection  of  the  public 
peace  on  that  day  was  entrusted,  which  appear  to 
me  necessary  for  your  Excellency's  information, 
and  useful  to  prevent  the  future  recurrence  of 
such  calamitous  and  disgraceful  procerdlngs.  And 
Tfrith  respect  to  the  police  engaged  on  that  day,  I 
have  only  to  say,  that,  considering  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  placed,  they  appear  to 
have  acted,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  with 
<Nmrage,  coolness,  and  forbearance ;  and  I  conceive 
thej  were  successful  in  preventing  a  great  sacri- 
fice of  human  life.  But  after  the  most  anxious 
consideration  which  I  can  give  to  tliis  case,  be- 
lieving, as  I  do,  that  the  magistrates  who  took 
part  in  the  transactions  of  that  day  could  have 
adopted  a  line  of  conduct  which  would  have  pre- 
vented the  outrages  then  perpetrated,  and  which 
the  information  they  possessed  ought  to  have  sug- 
gested to  their  minds,  I  cannot  avoid  noticing  the 
grievous  error  thus  committed,  where  the  conse- 
^ueneoB  have  been  so  formidable  to  the  public 
peace.  I  entirely  acquit  them  of  any  intentional 
disregard  to  the  loss  of  life  or  property ;  and  I 
Ibel  persuaded  that  from  the  time  the  conflict 
eommenced  all  present  were  engaged  and  instru- 
mental in  preventing  outrage,  and  protecting,  to 
tiie  best  of  their  power,  both  parties  from  injury. 
But  in  all  their  previous  proceedings  they  appear 
to  have  acted  imder  a  great  misunderstanding  of 
the  nature  of  their  duties — some  of  them  to  such 
•a  eirtent  as  actually  to  give  countenance  and  pro- 
teetion  to  persons  engaged  in  proceedings  at  vari- 
anee  with  the  law." 

And,  my  Lords,  I  can  only  repeat  that 
party  processions  not  being  ipso  facto 
lU^al,  but  liable  to  become  so,  it  must  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates  to 
determine  in  what  way  and  at  what  time 
it  18  necessary  for  them,  as  conservators  of 


the  public  peace,  to  interfere  for  its  main- 
tenance; and,  if  a  magistrate  allows  the 
peace  to  be  endangered  or  disturbed,  and, 
through  want  of  firmness  or  error  of  judg- 
ment, fails  to  preserve  it,  that  conduct 
should  be  dealt  with  as  it  appears  to  de- 
serve, if  he  deliberately  abstains  from 
taking  any  part  to  prevent  its  being  dis- 
turbed. But  if  he  prearranges  and  sanc- 
tions a  meeting  which  he  knows  must 
lead  to  danger,  and  afterwards,  when  that 
danger  is  pointed  out,  again  does  nothing 
to  prevent  it,  I  think  no  one  can  deny  that 
such  a  magistrate  is  unworthy  to  remain 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace.  Your 
Lordships  must  well  remember  the  painful 
sensation  that  was  created  in  the  country 
by  the  news  of  the  fatal  events  at  Dolly's 
Brae,  and  the  various  discussions  they  gave 
rise  to  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
induced  the  noble  Earl  opposite  to  come 
from  Ireland  and  to  make  a  statement  in 
this  House.  Public  opinion  was  only  paci- 
fied by  the  assurance  which  the  Govern- 
ment gave,  that  a  full  inquiry  should  take 
place  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
I  selected  Mr.  Berwick  to  conduct  that  in- 
quiry, because  he  was  a  Queen's  Counsel 
and  assistant  barrister  of  great  experience, 
who  had,  during  the  space  of  fourteen  years, 
conducted  his  business  as  assistant  bar- 
rister to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  magistracy  of  the  distiict, 
and  the  public  at  large.  I  knew,  more- 
over, that  he  was  by  no  means  a  party 
man,  but  a  man  of  a  thoroughly  impartial 
mind,  as  well  as  of  a  most  mild  and  con- 
ciliatory disposition;  and,  though  my  noble 
Friend  has  dealt  most  severely,  and  I  must 
say  most  unjustly,  by  him,  I  am  perfectly 
convinced  that  amongst  the  many  eminent 
men  now  at  the  Irish  bar,  there  is  none  who 
is  better  qualified  to  conduct  such  an  in- 
quiry as  this  that  was  intrusted  to  him  in  a 
moro  able  and  impartial  manner.  I  believe 
I  may  say  that  he  was  considered,  by  per- 
sons on  the  spot  at  the  time,  to  have  con- 
ducted the  inquiry  in  the  fairest  and  ablest 
manner.  One  of  the  charges  made  by 
my  noble  Friend  was,  that  Mr.  Berwick 
had  presumed  to  go  to  Castlewellan,  and 
to  offer  his  advice  to  the  magistrates,  and 
he  expressed  a  desire  to  know  why  he  had 
so  gone.  I  will  tell  my  noble  Friend  why, 
because  he  had  learned  that  the  magis- 
trates of  Castlewellan  had  complained,  and 
loudly  complained,  that  they  had  not  had 
the  opinion  of  the  law  advisers  of  the 
Crown  as  t#  the  real  legal  view  of  the 
case.     Upon  that  account  Mr.  Berwick  in- 
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torforcd.     On  the  17t1i  of  July,  five  days  !  on  the  subject.     To  tbat  communication 

after  the  occurrcneo  at  Dolly's  Brae,  and  j  Mr.  Shaw  replied  — 

whilst  the  investigation  was  proceeding  at  > 

Castlowolla,u  tho  magistrates  directed  their      ..  ^^_^  „^^  ^."o^r'^;  f^  to  '.itef f«r 

choinnan,  Mr.  Shaw,  to  send  up  to  the  the  information  of  his  ExceUency  the  Lord  Lieute- 
Qovornmont  the  following  letter : —  |  nant,  that  I  had  not  the  slightest  reoolleetion,  at 

_  .  .,  T  1  t»  loi/^  >  the  meeting  of  the  ksthenoh  of  magistrates  here, 
"  CftStloweUan,  July  17, 1840.  I  of  the  letter  alluded  to  hy  Mr.  Quinn  as  having 
"  At  a  petty  scMion  hold  at  Castlewellan  this  .,  ij^en  written,  or  of  having  received  an  answer, 
day,  t<>n  magistratos  being  present,  to  inquire  into  Fr^m  some  circumstances  which  have  been  sinoo 
oerUin  transnctions  which  took  pUco  m  this  brought  to  my  memory,  I  now  recoUect  the  an- 
noighhourliood  on  tlio  12th  of  July  instant,  it  was  ^^^^  having  been  received.  What  became  ofit  I 
doU^rinincHl  to  ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  law  offi-  cannot  state,  but  I  think  either  Mr.  Tabutean  or 
cors  of  the  Oowii,  whether  an  assemblage  of .  Captain  Fitzmaurice  got  it.— I  am,  dtc. 
Orangonion   nniounting  to  l.ftOO  persons,  partly  u  Geobqe  Sbaw." 

armod  with  flrcanns,  pnK*o<Hling  along  the  ro.id 

docoratod  with  ribamlii,  is  an  ille;ral  assembhige,    Mr.    Redington  then    wrote    to  those  two 
and  liable  to  have  informations  taken  against  such   gentlemen  requesting  the  information  fimm 
ai  can  Ihj  identifled  as  walking  in  it,  although  no   ^^em.     Mr.  Tabuteau  answered-- 
pnrticular  not  of  viulonco  can  be  proved  against 

them.     Anil,  if  the  Crown  should  bo  of  opinion  '  "  Waterfbrd,  September  27, 1840. 

that  sueh  prtHH'ssion  is  illegal,  that  they  shall  di-  '  "  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  tbe  86th 
reet  tbe  |H)liee  to  take  tbe  neci^ssary  steps  to  make  inst.,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  comspondenee  with 
tbe  |H*r!<ous  known  to  have  walked  in  the  proces-  Mr.  Shaw  of  Castlewellan,  relative  to  an  opinion 
siou  tbat  (Ki'tW  lK)lly*s  Brae  on  the  la^t  12(h  of  of  tbe  .\ttomey  General,  addressed  to  him  on  the 
July,  nml  wbieh  subs^^iuentlr  came  into  collision  21st  of  July  last,  I  hare  the  honoor  to  say,  that 
witb  nil  i>p|Hvsing  )vnr(y  called  Ribandmen,  aiuena-  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  being  handed  that 
bio  to  justi«H«.    '  document  to  read  while  standing  In  the  street  of 

**  iiKouuK  Su.vw,  J.  r.,  Chairman.**        Catlowellan.  and,  after  reading  it,  handing  it  bask 

to  the  gentleman  who  gare  it  to  me  to  read,  and 
Thi>  opuuon  of  tho  Attorney  Cioncral  m  who.to  thebestof  myrecoUcction,wa8Mr.Shaw. 
Answer  to  thnt  was,  **  I  have  no  doubt  but    I  have  not  that  document  in  my 


that   such   a   mooting   is    illoij:al.'*     That    had  I  it  in  my  possession  longer  than  it  took  ■• 

opinion   was  sont  to\\lr.   ShaV      On  tho    ^<^*^^**^     I  never  saw  it  afterwaHs. 

12th  of  Soptombor  tho  followinir  letter  was    „     ^.  .  .  J.Tabctbau. 

rtHvivtHl  hy  tho  Lorvl  Lioutonaiit  fr»m  Mr.    ^^-  *>*™auricc  wntea— 

Quinn,  a  jus^lico  of  the  peace  of  the  county  **  Roscrea,  September  26, 1849. 

of  Down  : '   .      *'  ^^  '^^T'  to  the  annexed  eommimieatioB,  I 

!  hare  the  honour  to  sute,  for  his  Eaeelloiey's  is- 

**  IVnnorv^bvHise.  County  of  IS}wn,      '  xormation.  that  I  never  eren  saw  tlie  ilnr  iinmef 

Si^ptembor  I:?.  ISl^,  aUuued  to  by  XIr.  Shaw.     I  mei^  heud  that 

**  Mv  1.oi\l — .\t  the  inwMijTtnon  wh:oh  t<vk    Mr.  Shaw,  as  chairman  of  the  meetii^  of  magis- 

|4a\N^  Wllv^ix^  tbe  majn^tntes  at  Ca$t!owvl*.an  on    trates  beM  at  Castlewellan  on  Satmdny,  tiM  14A 

the  17th  \U'  July  la»t«  it  was  rew^lved  to  ask  tK>m    of  July  last,  had  reccired  tbe  law  adviaei^s  opiniBa, 

tbe  Cr\mu  an  opiniiH)  as  to  the  leiriuiiT  «>t  v^ruLpt    that  the  pt\>c««ion  of  the  I  Mi  of  July  ai  belly's 

pr«H»^«ions.    In  ae\vi>ian<>e  with  that  re$(>>uuoa.    Brae  was  illejaL        **  G.  FkxsxAinuci^  RJf." 

a  statement  ^ef  which  I  annc\  a  eow'  wa*  driwa 

up  by  n^e  in  open  \vuTi.  and  han«U>d  to  Mr.  Ta^T:-    Now,  my  Lords»  I  hope  yon  will 
I^M««  one  \M*the  stipv'ndiarr  majr.»;ra:o$  tboa  prl^-    that  tbat  wms  a  aitU&eiarr  t%m 

istrates  having  compSanied  of  beng 
in  iirnoffsiice  of  the  Uw,  UMwaliaff  ta 
^niry  K^mj:  tt>a»lc  a*  to  mhoth.sr  as  ar.sww  iiii   ^*;*  Crowa,  and  an  answer  havmi^  beoi 


be«N»  txsvivjnI  hNviw  th^  Uw  a,;^  :sf  r  o:*  the  Crcwz.    JT.vcn  by  the   Crow^,   that 

th**  poiiy  *i>5,v.o.r*  o'isr-k  o^"  vV;Ii'wel'.A::  Ari  \;r.    Jui^rrossed  bv  tbo  *^V*?rTHn      I  aaT  I  hoM 


^ ».    V  -  .      V   «        V  ^''  -  ^■^"  Cw'ns:aer  u:at  a  leason  wIit  Jlr. 


Kt  tSo  Vr.. h     Norn,  ;  a.^«  ^^s..vx-•i.;.;,v  K^^  .,^r-    K.-w.^-k  sh.^T:.^  state  wbaj  tte  law  was  to 
UN  ii>,;ww  ^V,>>:if^r  any  aas^-.-r  >.a5  Siv'-r  »fr\  a::i   t:^^*  riA^^trtic*  cc   CxsdeweDaa.      Lord 


•r-;r!jrM   r.:Tr.sk"-:  Tir:«r*y   exeraaii^   kii 
:-r. ;.:->,  yc:  I  ciir?:c  fccVaar  saiii^tliat 

Wl^^^  ha.I  ^■^■'n  arswcrvV,  u;vr.  :>..''  C'.^:  ^f  5^i~u  ,t  r**rcr  Lat^-  u^ita  ii>e  mil  lie£d 
JaK:  ar.,;  hi?  :c-;:cr  *a*  ^k-^rt  :,*  Mr.  S>aw,    .•  :>j::   x-ri.sC:izL,  ::c  ii>e  <vesioa  to  be 

witb  A  *v*t :? '^<l  l*^it  *^  *>  *■  v*  '    .^- . -•..  .-^; ..,  -  J.        *..,,.  r_^;  ■»■-*■*.   «-,•■.   -*  w'^^.A. 


<ibMrraS)oe»  tiat  K^  ::::./i;  >jire  t/::iaiV    is4cc.':ljo:  w*5  lop^  <c  3ii«s*aj,  was  oao 
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which  made  the  whole  difference  in  his 
case,  and  to  decide  himself  that  it  was  not 
BO,  and  possibly  to  lead  others  by  the  de- 
claration of  his  opinions  in  no  very  mea- 
sured language,  to  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion, in  despite  of  the  high  legal  and 
judicial  opinions  recently  delivered  upon 
the  very  case,  was  a  course  which,  I  think 
upon  reflection,  he  mfist  have  regretted; 
because,  if  it  were  of  general  application, 
it  would  unquestionably  destroy  confidence 
m  the  impartial  administration  of  justice 
by  the  magistracy.  I  am  far  from  saying 
that  he  was  bound  to  abide  by  the  legal 
and  judicial  opinions  I  have  adverted  to.  I 
should  never  cast  blame  on  a  magistrate  for 
acting  on  his  own  unfettered  judgment; 
he  had  the  fullest  right  to  do  so,  and  I 
have  lately  stated  this  in  answer  to  a  me- 
morial signed  by  60,000  persons,  asking 
for  the  dismissal  of  the  magistrates  who 
refused  to  take  the  informations  at  Castlc- 
wellan.  But  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  what 
the  public  consider  his  own  cause,  is  what  a 
magistrate  cannot  do  with  safety  to  his 
own  reputation. 

My  Lords,  when  Mr.  Berwick's  report 
came  into  my  hands,  it  caused  me  the  ut- 
most regret,  for  I  read  it  with  the  eyes 
and  feelings  of  a  friend;  and  most  happy 
should  I  have  been  if  I  had  found  in  it  the 
materials  for  exonerating  the  noble  Earl, 
but  I  could  not.  I  communicated  my 
opinion  to  my  noble  Friend  at  the  head 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  from  whom 
and  his  colleagues,  including  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  woolsack,  it  received  the  most 
anxious  and  careful  consideration.  The 
result  was  that  they  agreed  with  me  on 
the  necessity  of  superseding  the  noble  Earl 
and  the  Messrs.  Beer  in  the  commission  of 
the  peace;  and,  my  Lords,  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  saying  that  it  was  the  most 
painful  act  of  my  life.  I  had  long  been 
honoured  with  the  friendship  of  the  noble 
Earl.  From  the  moment  that  I  had  gone 
to  Ireland,  until  then,  I  had  received  from 
him  the  most  unvarying  and  useful  kind- 
ness. I  felt  the  most  sincere  respect 
and  personal  esteem  for  him.  I  knew 
how  much  his  dismissal  would  be  resented 
by  his  numerous  friends,  and  the  unpopu- 
larity I  should  earn  for  myself  even  among 
those  who  were  not  his  friends,  through- 
out the  north  of  Ireland.  I  felt  and  I 
foresaw  all  that ;  but  still  there  was  one 
feeling  superior  to  every  other — a  feeling 
of  duty;  a  feeling  from  which  I  did  not 
Tentnre  to  shrink,  and  by  which  I  need  not 
assure  your  Lordships  I  was  alone  actuated 


in  the  course  that  I  adopted.  Ever  since  the 
government  of  Ireland  was  confided  to  my 
care,  my  great  object  has  been  to  render  the 
law  a  reality — to  inspire  all  classes  of  the 
community  with  confidence  in  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice—  to  convince  them 
that  before  the  law  all  men  were  equal — 
and  that,  whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
the  same  measure  of  justice  should  be  meted 
out  to  all.  I  should  then  indeed  have  felt 
ashamed  of  myself,  and  unworthy  the  con- 
fidence of  my  Sovereign,  if  I  had  dealt 
differently  with  the  noble  Earl  from  any 
any  other  man;  or  if  I  had  allowed  for 
one  moment  my  personal  inclinations  to 
interfere  with  what  I  believed  to  be  just 
and  necessary.  I  fear,  my  Lords,  that 
the  noble  Earl  is  of  opinion  that  other  and 
improper  motives  infiuenced  me,  because  I 
have  perceived,  in  some  of  his  answers  to 
addresses,  that  besides  characterising  his 
dismissal  in  terms  which  to  him  no  doubt 
appeared  just,  he  has  stated  that  his  dis- 
missal was  a  blow  aimed  at  Protestantism 
in  his  person,  and  that  all  Protestants  were 
in  danger,  as  there  was  a  conspiracy  to 
overthrow  their  religion.  Now,  passing 
by  the  total  want  of  proof  of  this  either 
before  or  subsequent  to  the  events  of  the 
12th  of  July,  and  that  I  will  defy  any  un- 
prejudiced man  to  adduce  the  slightest  evi- 
dence of  any  such  conspiracy,  I  must  assure 
the  noble  Earl  that  I  yield  to  no  man  in 
my  attachment  to  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  that  I  am  as  incapable  as  himself  not 
only  of  lending  myself  to  any  conspiracy, 
but  to  any  act  directly  or  indirectly  mili- 
tating against  the  true  interests  of  the 
Protestant  faith.  But  nothing  can  induce 
me  to  believe  that  the  true  interests  of 
Protestantism,  and  the  mild  and  pure  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  are  not  endangered 
by  assemblages  that  are  meant  to  irritate, 
and  by  proceedings  that  must  engender 
bitter  and  hostile  and  un- Christian  feelings 
among  those  classes  of  our  fellow-coun- 
trymen from  whose  creed  we  differ,  but 
whose  conscientious  feelings  we  are  bound 
to  respect,  and  have  no  possible  right  to 
outrage.  The  question  of  religion  or  poli- 
tics no  more  entered  into  my  mind  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  case  of  the  noble  Earl, 
than  if  the  occurrences  which  led  to  his 
dismissal  had  taken  place  in  some  seques- 
tered village  of  England.  The  question 
simply  was,  whether  the  meeting  was  legal 
or  illegal — did  the  magistrates  do  their 
duty,  or  fail  in  their  duty — were  sufficient 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  a  fatal  colli- 
sion— and,  if  not,  were  they  properly  to  be 
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held  respoDBible?  That  was  tbo  whole 
question ;  and  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
dismiss  from  his  mind  the  idea  that  I  was 
influenced  by  any  considerations  of  a  dif- 
ferent character.  My  noble  Friend  has 
taken  great  exception  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  inquiry  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  Berwick;  and,  first,  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  this  inquiry,  if  it 
were  unconstitutional,  as  the  noble  Lord 
says,  it  has,  at  all  events,  had  the  sanction 
of  practice  in  Ireland;  and  it  has  had  the 
sanction  not  only  of  successive  Qovemments 
but  of  successive  Parliaments,  because  the 
evidence  and  the  decisions  taken  and  pro- 
nounced under  such  inquiries  have  con- 
stantly been  made  the  subject  of  debate. 
I  have  got  some  of  the  cases  in  which  in- 
quiries have  been  made  of  a  similar 
character.  The  following  letter  showed 
one  instance : — 

"  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  22,  1830. 
**  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Justices  to 
inform  you,  that  Louis  Porrin,  Esq.,  one  of  Uor 
Majesty's  counsel,  has  received  directions  forth- 
with to  proceed  to  Lurgan,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating into  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  outrage  which  took  place  at  Maghery  on 
the  22nd  ult.  I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that 
it  is  Mr.  Pcrrin's  intention  to  reach  Lurgan  on 
Monday  next,  on  which  day  their  Excellencies 
trust  you  will  attend  at  Lurgan  and  render  Mr. 
Perrin  every  assistance  in  your  power  in  the  in- 
vestigation alluded  to. — I  have,  &c. 

"  W.  Gbboort. 
'*  W.  J.  Hancock,  Esq.,  Lurgan." 

I  find  another  letter,  dated  **  Dublin 
Castle,  April  4.  1832,"  signed  by  Sir  W. 
Gossctt,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Crampton, 
the  Solicitor  General: — 

"  Sir — I  beg  to  send  you,  by  command  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  several  letters  mentioned  in 
the  enclosed  schedule  relative  to  party  riots  which 
have  occurred  during  the  last  month  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Portglenone,  and  as  it  is  deemed  ex- 
pedient that  an  investigation  should  take  place,  I 
am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  request  that  you 
will  proceed,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to  Port- 
glenone for  that  purpose,  and  report  the  result  of 
your  investigation  for  his  Excellency's  informa- 
tion." 

If  such  inquiries  are  neither  judicial,  nor 
ministerial,  nor  constitutional,  it  was  never- 
theless true  that  these  things  had  been  done 
by  my  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley),  then 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Again,  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Howley, 
to  make  inquiry  into  certain  matters  relat- 
ing to  Lord  Northland,  and  others,  as  well 
as  the  circumstances  connected  with  riotous 
proceedings  at  the  Dungarvon  election. 
These  inquiries  have  been  authorised  by 
successive  Governments  and  Parliaments 


down  to  the  present  day ;  and  with  lueh 
precedents  as  these  before  me,  on  what 
possible  ground  could  I  have  refused  to 
act  upon  them,  and  so  get  rid  of  the  pro- 
mises which  had  been  made  to  Parliameiii 
with  reference  to  the  public  peace  in  Ire^ 
land  ?  It  would  have  been  a  mockery  had 
I  declined  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  fulfil  fhe  anticipations  whioh 
Parliament  was  entitled  to  entertain.  Mj 
noble  Friend  says  I  had  no  right  to  issue  a 
commission  of  the  peace  to  any  person 
under  the  circumstances,  giving  him  au« 
thority  to  examine  on  oath;  and  he  quoted 
the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  (which,  however-*- 
the  learned  Gentleman  speaking  on  the 
noble  Lord's  side — I  do  not  reckon  of  au- 
thority), stating  that  a  person  taking  an 
oath  before  Mr.  Berwick  could  not  he 
indicted  for  perjury.  But  knowing  how 
the  law  stood,  I  made  Mr.  Berwick  a  ma- 
gistrate for  the  county  of  Down ;  and  he 
had  as  full  power,  and  as  good  a  right,  to 
examine  on  oath  as  any  other  magistrate. 
My  noble  Friend  alluded  to  the  Act  5th 
and  6th  William  IV.,  c.  62.  I  beg  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  the  1 3th  Section, 
which  was  cited  as  proving  that  Mr.  Ber- 
wick had  no  right  as  a  magistrate  to 
tender  an  oatb.     The  section  says — 

"  And  whereas  a  practice  has  prevailed  of  ad- 
ministering and  receiving  oaths  and  affidavits  vo- 
luntarily taken  and  made  in  matters  not  the  hiIn 
jcct  of  any  judicial  inquiry,  nor  in  anywise  pend- 
mg,  or  at  issue  before  the  justice  of  the  peaoe,  or 
other  person  by  whom  such  oaths  or  affidavits  have 
been  administered  or  received ;  and  whersat 
doubts  have  arisen  whether  or  not  such  proeeediiig 
is  illegal ;  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of 
such  practice  and  removing  such  doubts,  be  it 
enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement 
of  this  Act  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of 
the  pciice,  or  other  person,  to  administer,  or 
cause  or  allow  to  be  administered,  or  to  receive, 
or  cause  or  allow  to  be  received  any  oath,  affida- 
vit, or  solemn  affirmation  touching  any  matter  or 
thing  whereof  such  justice  or  other  person  hath 
not  jurisdiction  or  cognisance  by  some  statute  ia 
force  at  the  time  being." 

On  that  passage  my  noble  Friend  relies 
when  ho  argues  that  Mr.  Berwick,  having 
no  jurisdiction,  had  no  right  to  put  parties 
on  oath.  But  there  the  noble  Lord  stopped 
short,  and  gave  your  Lordships  to  unoer- 
stand  that  the  law  was  as  he  had  quoted 
it ;  now  the  clause  goes  on  to  state  an  im- 
portant provision : — 

"  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  ooa 
tiincd  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  oath 
affidavit,  or  solemn  affiimation  before  any  justice 
in  any  matter  or  thing  touching  the  preservation 
of  the  pcaco,  or  the  prosecution,  trial,  or  punish- 
ment of  offences,  or  touching  any  proceedings 
before  either  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament." 
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But  this  ia  not  all.  Mr.  Berwick,  like 
any  other  magistrate,  was  in  possession  of 
the  commission  of  the  peace;  and  your 
Lordships  will  judge  whether  under  that 
oommiflsion  Mr.  Berwick  had  not  authority. 
Amongst  various  other  things,  it  authorises 
parties  to  inquire — 

**  of  those  who  presume,  by  unlawful  assemblies, 
te  be  disturbers  of  our  peace,  and  of  our  people 
within  our  said  county ;  and,  also,  of  all  those 
who,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  have  either  gone  or 
ridden,  or  that  hereafter  shall  presume  to  go  or 
ride,  in  companies,  with  armed  force  against  our 
peace,  to  the  disturbance  of  our  peace ;  and,  also, 
of  all  those  who,  in  like  manner,  have  lain  in 
wait,  or  hereafter  shall  presume  to  lie  in  wait,  to 
maim  or  kill  our  people.'* 

The  terms  of  his  commission,  therefore, 
moBt  certainly  conferred  on  Mr.  Berwick 
the  right  to  hold  such  an  inquiry.  My  nohle 
Friend  dwelt  with  great  severity,  with  great 
injustice,  I  think,  on  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Berwick  conducted  the  inquiry.  But 
I  should  wish  to  advert,  £rst,  to  what  my 
noble  Friend  states  as  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
oellor  not  being  consulted.  I  should 
scarcely  have  thought  my  noble  Friend 
would  have  occupied  the  time  of  the  House 
SO  much  upon  what  he  must  know  is  a 
mere  form;  and,  if  he  were  correct  in  point 
of  fact,  I  do  not  admit  that  ho  is  right  in 
ike  principle  ho  lays  down.  First,  it  is  my 
duty  to  institute  inquiry.  Having  received 
9k  report  and  the  evidence,  and  finding  that 
the  conduct  of  certain  magistrates  is  incul- 
pated, I  send  that  report,  with  my  opinion, 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  And  what  is  it 
that  I  do  ?  Do  I  instruct  ?  Do  I  order  ? 
No,  my  Lords,  I  recommend.  It  remained 
for  him  to  act  on  that  recommendation ;  he 
might  have  refused.  The  first  thing  I  did 
on  receiving  the  report  was  to  have  it  sent 
wholly  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  without 
telling  him  what  was  the  opinion  I  had 
formed.  I  found  that  he  had  come  to  the 
game  conclusion  with  myself.  We  then 
conferred  on  the  matter,  even  before  I 
communicated  with  my  noble  Friend  at 
Ae  head  of  the  Government  ;  and  when 
blame  is  imputed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
for  sending  off  the  intimation  of  his  reso- 
lution in  the  matter  only  a  day  or  two 
after  it  was  put  formally  into  his  hands, 
the  real  state  of  the  case,  I  must  observe, 
waa»  that  no  time  was  necessary  for  him, 
his  mind  having  been  made  up.  But  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
.eellor,  in  which  he  says — 

^  I  have  heard  that  it  is  to  be  alleged  or  sug- 
gMfted,  in  the  approacbing  discussion  respecting 
tin}  dinnifoal  of  Lord  IU>den  and  the  Messrs. 


Beers  from  the  commission  of  the  peace,  that 
from  the  terms  of  my  letter  announcing  to  them 
my  determination  to  supersede  them,  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  I  acted  under  a  supposed  necessity  of 
conforming  to  your  recommendation  without  re- 
ference to  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
could  not  have  imagined  that  any  such  mistake 
was  entertained  as  that  I  would  take  so  decided  a 
step  against  my  own  judgment,  or  without  apply- 
ing it  to  the  consideration  of  the  case.  Having 
been,  from  the  first,  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which  you  acted  ;  and, 
entirely  concurring  in  them,  I  did  not  require  any 
time  to  deliberate  on  the  course  I  should  pursue  ; 
and  I  thought,  that  in  the  way  I  acted,  I  fully 
indicated  that  concurrence  ;  but,  to  prevent  any 
misconstruction  on  the  subject,  I  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  stating  that  I  regard  the  act  of  dismissal 
of  Lord  Roden  and  the  Messrs.  Beers  as  my  own, 
and  on  which  I  consider  myself  as  the  person 
directly  responsible  ;  and  of  the  propriety  of 
which,  on  the  grounds  stated  in  Mr.  Redington's 
letter,  I  had  not  at  the  time,  nor  have  I  now,  the 
slightest  doubt." 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  I  have  relieved  my 
noble  Friend  from  the  anxiety  he  has 
sufiered  respecting  the  independence  of 
the  Lord  Chancellors,  and  the  coercion 
under  which  he  acted.  Reverting  to  the 
charges  made  against  Mr.  Berwick,  I  have 
been  informed  by  Mr.  Berwick  that  he 
proceeded  in  the  same  way  as  in  other 
cases,  except  that  he  had  taken  more 
than  special  pains  to  note  down  everything 
which  could  be  supposed  to  have  a  bearing 
on  the  matter,  more  particularly  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates, 
and  had  carefully  re-examined  the  whole 
case  before  making  his  report.  My  noble 
Friend  has  given  your  Lordships  to  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Berwick's  notes  were  not 
full  and  complete  ;  but  they  were  quite  as 
full  and  complete  as  those  of  a  judge,  which 
are  always  considered  sufficient  guides  in 
a  matter  that  may  require  after-considera- 
tion relating  to  a  case  that  had  been 
decided.  They  are  not  so  full  as  the 
report  of  a  shorthand  writer,  which  con- 
tains not  only  the  examination  in  chief, 
but  the  cross-examinations,  minutely  de- 
tailed. The  question,  however,  really  is, 
whether  the  judge  has  with  sufficient  ful- 
ness and  perfect  impartiality  taken  down  all 
the  necessary  evidence  for  coming  to  an  im- 
partial decision;  and  my  firm  conviction  is, 
that  Mr.  Berwick  has  done  so.  My  noble 
Friend  rather  forestalled  me  when  he  said 
that  no  objection  could  be  taken  to  a  report 
which  appeared  in  the  Newry  Telegraphy 
because  Mr.  Berwick  has  relied  on  that 
paper  in  another  matter,  namely,  the  re- 
port of  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Beers. 
This  Newry  Telegraph  is  one  of  the  most 
unscrupulous  partisan  papers  in  Ireland; 
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and  that  is  Baying  a  great  deal.     It  was 
to  be  expected    that   it   would   give  cor- 
rectly  the   speech  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  the   Orange   Lodge.     If  I   wanted   to  < 
look  for  a  speech  of  ^fr.  Beers  I  should ' 
refer  to   that  journal  ;    but   it   does   not 
follow  that  I  should  equally  rely  on   its : 
authority  in  a  matter  where  his  friends  : 
were  concerned,  and  their  conduct  the  sub- 1 
ject  of  grave  inquiry.     Mr.  Berwick  has  I 
examined  the  report  given  by  that  paper, 
and  found  in  it  omissions,  and  a  garbling  i 
of  evidence,  palpably  wilful ;  but  my  noble  ! 
Friend  says  it  was  verified  on  oath  in  the  • 
Queen's   Bench,    and    that   the   reporter ' 
affirmed  on  oath  that  it  was  all  correctly 
taken  down  by  himself;  but  listen  to  a 
letter  which  has   been  put  into  my  hand 
three  or  four  days  ago.     It  is  from  the 
reporter  of  another  paper,  the  Banner  of 
UUter,  and  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Conway, 
proprietor  of  the  Dublin  Evening  Post,  a 
gentleman  against  whom  the  action  was 
brought  in  the  Queen's  Bench  : — 

"  Dear  Sir — A  friend  of  mine  has  just  pointed 
oat  to  me  an  article  in  the  Dublin  Herald  of  last 
Thursday,  in  which  strong  praise  is  accorded  to  a 
report  of  evidence  taken  before  Mr.  Berwick,  at 
Castlewellan,  which  report  is  stated  to  have  been 
'  before  the  public  for  months/  to  have  '  passed 
the  ordeal  of  the  Queen's  Bench  unscathed/  and 
'  to  bo  authenticated  by  the  solemn  oath  of  the 
reporter/  which  latter  person  is  again  described 
as  having  been  '  impartially  industrious.'  The 
two  last  phrases  attracted  my  special  attention, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  notice  to  the  follow- 
ing fact  in  connexion  therewith.  On  the  day  on 
which  the  Government  inquiry  was  resumed  at 
Castlewellan,  no  reporter  from  the  Telegraph 
office  took  any  notes  at  all.  The  report  of  that 
day's  proceedings  was  furnished,  as  an  abstract,  • 
by  me  in  the  first  place,  and  afterwards  falsified — 
then  published.  I  received  the  usual  fee  from  the 
Telegraph  reporter  for  the  matter  so  furnished, 
and  the  other  reporters  present  know  as  well  as  I 
do  that  throughout  the  entire  day's  proceedings 
the  party  in  question  never  wrote  a  line.  If  any- 
body has  sworn  to  a  report  of  that  day's  business, 
he  must  have  sworn  faiuoly,  inasmuch  as  I  am  in 
a  position  to  prove  that  no  person  took  full  notes 
of  it  but  myself." 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  will  beg  to  ask  what 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  oath  of  a 
man  who  not  only  did  not  take  the  evi- 
dence he  swore  he  did,  but  who  actually 
falsified  the  evidence  ho  bought  But  this 
is  not  all.  Mr.  Berwick  having  heard 
there  were  some  doubts  thrown  on  his 
notes  in  consequence  of  a  comparison  with 
the  report  of  this  "impartial  "  and  ** in- 
dustrious "  gentleman,  sent  this  evidence 
to  Mr.  Ruthven,  Sessional  Crown  Solici- 
tor, and  received  an  answer  yesterday,  in 
which  Mr.  Ruthven,  who  had  taken  a  full 


report  in  shorthand  of  all  the  proceediogiy 


savs — 

"  Your  note  I  have  received,  bat  hope,  ers  tfai^ 
you  have  received  per  last  night's  mail  mj  pared, 
containing  the  notes  of  evidence,  and  with  it  a 
copy  of  the  Orange  report,  noted  by  me  so  &r  as 
I  had  time  to  do  so,  since  I  got  your  first  note  on 
the  subject.  It  only  requires  a  careful  ezamina, 
tion  and  comparison  with  my  report  to  fully  point 
out  the  continuous  mistakes  and  errors  of  the  re- 
port relied  on  by  the  Orange  party — sappreanon 
of  evidence  at  times  by  wholesale.  If  I  bad  got 
time  I  would  have  gone  through  the  whole,  and 
noted  it ;  I  would  not  have  left  them  a  line  to 
rest  on.  If  it  ever  comes  to  proof,  then  will  be 
seen  who  is  right ;  for  my  part,  I  am  not  afraid. 
My  report  I  can  prove,  and  I  think  jonr  note  will 
show  it  also.  The  report  relied  apon  by  the 
Orange  party,  if  it  comes  to  that,  their  own  re- 
porter cannot  prove,  and  well  they  know  it. 
Whenever  it  comes  to  that,  1*11  then  state  fbrthflr 
fiicts,  with  which  I  shall  not  troablo  yon  at  this 
moment." 

This  affidavit,  was,  therefore,  in  perfect 
keeping  with  all  the  other  brought  for- 
ward on  that  most  discreditable  trial;  and 
they  were  characterised  by  Chief  Justice 
Blackburne,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
judges  who  ever  adorned  the  bench,  in  tiie 
following  terms : — 

"  I  must  say  they  ^the  newspaper  articles)  have 
been  brought  forwara  by  the  affidavits  offered  to 
the  court  in  a  most  garbled  and  imperfect  man- 
ner, and  many  of  them  are  really  not  the  com- 
ments of  the  editor,  but  the  expression  of  opinion 
growing  out  of  this  murderous  and  terrible  out- 
rage, having  no  manner  of  relation  to  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Jardine.  These  passages  have  no 
distinct  reference  to  Mr.  Jardine,  and  could  not 
prejudge  his  case ;  they  have  reference,  in  the 
shape  of  comment,  to  the  nature,  character,  and 
circumstances  of  one  of  the  most  barbarous  and 
outrageous  transactions  which  has  over  disgraced 
our  country." 

I  feel  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  an- 
other word,  or  even  to  ask  your  Lordships 
to  dismiss  from  your  minds  any  impression 
that  may  have  been  made  upon  you  with 
reference  to  the  report  from  which  he 
has  so  largely  quoted.  And  yet  it  is 
upon  evidence  such  as  this  that  accusa- 
tions are  brought  against  a  gentleman  un- 
impeachable in  conduct,  a  man  of  high 
judicial  character,  who,  being  invested 
with  the  character  of  a  judge,  was  yet 
charged  on  such  testimony  with  garbling 
and  suppression — a  charge  which,  if  proved, 
would  not  only  exclude  Mr.  Berwick  from 
the  bench,  but  would  drive  him  for  ever 
from  the  society  of  honest  men.  Before  I 
sit  down,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  ex- 
tend to  me  your  indulgence  on  a  matter 
which,  though  personal  to  myself,  is  not 
altogether  without  public  importance;  be- 
cause, I  fully  admit,  as  the  noble  Lord 
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said,  that  the  characters  of  puhllc  men 
are  to  he  placed  under  the  control  of 
puhlic  opinion,  and  the  puhlic  are  in- 
terested in  knowing  whether  men  in  high 
positions  have  rightly  exercised  their  pow- 
ers, and  warranted  the  confidence  placed 
in  them;  or  whether  accusations  brought 
against  them  are  or  are  not  well  found- 
ed. As  I  have  been  brought  over  here 
this  evening,  the  opportunity  is  afforded 
me  of  alluding  to  certain  misrepresenta- 
tions, for  the  refutation  of  which,  under 
other  circumstances,  I  should  have  relied 
on  my  own  character,  and  the  conscious- 
ness that,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I 
have  performed  the  arduous  duties  with 
vhich  I  have  been  intrusted  for  the  space 
of  now  nearly  three  years.  Ever  since  the* 
dismissal  of  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  been 
exposed  to  calumnies  in  every  variety  of 
form — some  promulgated  in  Ireland,  some 
in  this  country.  But  those  professional 
libellers  I  treat  with  the  contempt  they 
deserve.  There  is  one  document,  how- 
ever, to  which  I  do  think  I  am  entitled 
to  direct  the  attention  of  your  Lordships, 
because  it  is  signed  by  a  Member  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  whom  I  now  see  be- 
fore me  (the  Earl  of  Enniskillen);  and 
the  object  of  that  document  avowedly 
was  to  expose  my  unfitness  for  the  office 
I  held,  and  to  prove  that  I  had  done 
acts  unworthy  of  a  gentleman.  The  do- 
cument is  made  up  of  scraps  of  let- 
ters and  reports  of  conversations ;  and 
the  principal  charges  against  me  are 
founded  on  the  sayings  and  doings  of  two 
gentlemen,  one  of  whom  is  dead,  and 
the  other  is  now  in  India.  It  was  said, 
that  in  the  hour  of  peril  I  had  courted  the 
Orange  party  of  Dublin,  and  basely  de- 
serted them  when  I  no  longer  required 
their  aid  ;  and  that  I  gave  them  arais 
exclusively  when  I  was  refusing  arms  to 
all  other  classes  in  Ireland.  Now,  instead 
of  my  having  courted  them,  I  knew  no- 
thing of  the  Orangemen  of  Dublin,  but 
ihat  a  certain  party  existed  under  that 
name,  till  the  13th  of  March,  1848,  when 
I  received  a  copy  of  a  very  proper  and 
loyal  address  from  persons  connected  with 
the  Orange  party  in  Dublin,  saying — 

**  We  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Excellency  as 
the  representative  of  our  Sovereign  with  sincere 
offers  of  unpurchasable  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
Her  Protestant  person  and  house,  and  wo  pledge 
ourselves  (in  case  of  our  servicee  being  required) 
At  the  present  crisis  to  aid  and  assist  the  au- 
thorities in  the  lawful  execution  of  their  duties, 
and  for  the  suppression  of  anarchy  and  revolu- 
tion." 


That  was  about  three  weeks  after  the  re- 
volution broke  out  in  Paris  —  when  poli- 
tical clubs  and  war  committees  were 
springing  up  every  day  in  Dublin,  where 
two  or  three  associations  existed,  and  the 
most  seditious  language  was  used  —  when 
every  newspaper  was  daily  teaching  the 
people  how  to  massacre  the  troops,  and 
set  fire  to  towns,  and  erect  barricades 
— a  time  when  every  day  brought  over  in- 
telligence of  new  casualties  and  violent 
changes  on  the  Continent;  and  there  was 
no  reason  to  expect  that  the  capital  of 
Ireland  would  have  escaped  the  revolu- 
tionary contagion.  At  such  a  time,  I 
should  have  been  very  much  failing  in 
my  duty  if  I  had  allowed  the  political 
or  religious  tenets  of  any  persons,  who 
voluntarily  came  forward  in  defence  of 
public  order,  to  interfere  with  the  measures 
which  the  emergency  of  the  times  might 
demand.  It  was  my  duty  to  accept  all 
offers,  without  reference  to  religious  or  po- 
litical feeling,  which  were  made  by  all 
classes  who  were  prepared  to  rally  round 
the  Throne  and  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  And,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I 
should  have  received  that  address.  But 
my  attention  was  called  to  certain  resolu- 
tions passed  the  same  evening  the  address 
was  adopted : — 

**  Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing the  present  disorganised  and  deplorable  state 
of  Ireland  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  base 
policy  of  statesmen  who  have  treacherously  be- 
trayed the  trust  confided  to  them  by  Protestants, 
in  granting  unjustifiable  concessions  to  Popery* 
and  that  no  attempt  to  remedy  existing  evils  will 
be  successful  until  the  Romish  Emancipation  Bill, 
the  Maynooth  Endowment  Bill,  and  all  such  mea- 
sures, arc  entirely  repealed,  and  the  constitution 
restored  to  its  original  integrity.  Resolved — That 
wc  arc  of  opinion,  and  are  assisted  in  that  opinion 
by  the  speech  of  a  Papist  nobleman  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  Popery  is  the  same  as  it  ever  was,  and 
is  unchanged  and  unchangeable ;  and  that  all 
bulls,  (fee,  ever  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Rome  for 
the  extirpation  and  extermination  of  Protestants 
are  still  in  force,  if  the  opportunity  occurred  of 
using  them.  Resolved — That  when  we  know  a 
bull  to  be  in  force  which  calls  our  Queen  a  here- 
tic, and  would  reward  an  assassin  for  murder,  we 
must  consider  it  most  disloyal  and  unconstitu- 
tional of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  seek  to  es- 
tablish diplomatic   relations  with  her  deadliest 


enemies. 


As  I  considered  the  resolutions  inseparably 
connected  with  the  address,  I  took  means 
for  informing  the  Orangemen  that  unless 
these  resolutions,  so  properly  offensive  to 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen, 
were  withdrawn,  the  address  could  not  be 
received.  They  were  not ;  and  the  address 
has  been  neither  received  nor  answered  to 
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ibis  day :  so  much  for  my  courtship.  At 
the  same  time  a  request  was  made,  in 
order,  it  should  seem,  that  these  meu  of 
"  unpurchasable  loyalty  "  might  test  my 
trustworthiness,  for  arms  or  money  to  pur- 
chase arms;  and  it  may  bo  said  that  these 
wore  the  only  people  who  at  that  moment 
of  general  peril  tried  to  turn  their  loyalty 
to  account,  because  they  requested  me  to 
receive  their  address  or  give  them  arms. 
Subsequently  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Enniskillcn)  applied  to  me,  both  as  to  receiv- 
ing the  address  and  furnishing  arms;  and 
though  he  himself  stated  in  his  manifesto 
that  he  met  with  no  success,  yet,  because 
on  the  next  day  Captain  Kennedy  fur- 
nished money  for  the  purchase  of  arms, 
the  noble  Earl  did  not  think  it  beneath  him 
to  affix  his  signature  to  a  document  imply- 
ing that  the  money  must  have  come  from 
me,  and  that  I  was  doing,  in  a  mean  and 
underhand  way,  that  which  I  had  myself 
told  him  I  thought  would  bo  wrong,  and 
which  I,  therefore,  did  not  dare  avow 
openly.  I  knew  nothing  about  the  money, 
nor  did  I  know,  until  a  few  days  ago,  whe< 
ther  it  was  Captain  Kennedy's  own,  or 
the  result  of  a  subscription  that  had  been 
set  on  foot,  or  had  been  furnished  from 
any  other  quarter.  All  I  knew  was  that 
it  did  not  come  from  the  Government; 
and  I  hope  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
giye  my  solemn  assurance  that  during 
the  whole  time  I  have  held  office  I 
never,  directly  or  indirectly,  have  given  a 
weapon,  or  a  shilling  to  purchase  one,  to 
any  person  in  Ireland.  Captain  Kennedy, 
who  was  stated  to  have  been  employed  by 
me,  held  no  employment  whatever  under 
the  Government,  but  was  agent  for  the 
Pevon  estate,  and  had  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices as  an  experienced  engineer  officer 
to  organise  the  well-affected  inhabitants  of 
Dublin,  and  to  make  preparation  for  de- 
fending certain  parts  of  the  city,  because  I 
bad  given  notice  that  in  the  event  of  an 
insurrection,  that  the  troops  should  not  be 
scattered  about,  and  it  was  for  the  citizens 
to  take  some  means  for  the  protection  of 
their  own  lives  and  property.  The  year 
after,  it  appears  Captain  Kennedy  had 
given  to  the  Horse  Guards  his  plan  for  the 
defence  of  Dublin  ;  and  among  the  docu- 
ments was  a  letter  to  Sir  E.  Blakeney, 
dated  August  6,  1848,  which  I  had  never 
seen  before,  nor  did  I  know  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  letter  until  it  was  placed  in 
my  hands  a  few  days  ago  : — 

'*  In  considering  this  portion  of  the  subject,  it 
iQuit  bo  admitted  that  the  policy  of  Govornment 


in  delaying  to  arm  to  some  extent  the  lojil  piurte 
in  Ireland,  has  originated  in  the  most  hamaneana 
philanthropic  motives,  however  hatardous  this 
course  may  have  been  to  the  peace  and  saiity  cf 
the  country,  and  however  trying  to  the  loyalty  tf 
both  the  military  and  civil  forces.  The  ttriet  ad- 
herence to  this  policy  cost  me  600/.  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms  to  keep  our  unruly  adherenta  ii\ 
good  humour,  and  to  prevent  their  placing  tiieni* 
selves  in  hostility  to  the  Government  at  tfs  bmmI 
critical  period  of  our  difficulties.*' 

This  is  not  all.  Within  the  last  ihrea 
or  four  days  I  have  heard  from  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, the  eminent  physician  of  DuUiQ. 
that  by  the  last  India  mail  a  letter  faa4 
been  received  by  him  from  his  brother 
Mtyor  Kennedy,  dated  "  Head*quarten, 
Camp,  Lahore,  Deo.  22,  1849,"  written 
on  learning  that  the  matter  which  oocurred 
in  the  spring,  1848,  had  been  made  a  ivb^* 
ject  of  public  discussion.     He  says—? 

"  I  have  not  had  time  to  read  your  luttan 
through,  but  amongst  other  things  I  tee  tliOM 
Yillanous  partisans  of  all  shades,  I  suppott,  a^ 
scolding  at  mo  in  Ireland  for  the  best  act  in  mf 
life — the  having  sacrificed  600/.  to  prevent  the 
Orangemen  throwing  Dublin,  and  with  It  every 
part  of  Ireland,  into  a  deluge  of  blood.  Thair 
wretched  abuse  is  sweet  music  to  my  ear.  I  kava 
not  read  it  yet,  but  I  shall  not  feel  anything  but 
compassion  when  I  do." 

Now,  my  Lords,  1  hope  it  will  be  conai* 
dered  that  this  question  of  the  6001.,  and 
my  arming  the  Orangemen  of  Dublin,  haa 
been  effectually  disposed  of.  It  may  ap- 
pear to  some  incredible  that  such  a  private 
sacrifice  should  be  made  by  Captain  Ken- 
nedy for  a  public  purpose,  but  those  who 
know  his  disinterested  and  enthusiaatio 
character  will  have  no  doubt  of  it  ;  and 
although  1  am  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  him,  I  do  know  of  various  great  sacri- 
fices that  he  has  made :  be  quitted  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  had  greatly  distin- 
guished himself,  and,  I  believe,  held  some 
lucrative  employment,  and  lived  during 
fourteen  years  in  the  mountains  of  Donegal* 
devoting  himself  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country,  hoping  for  no  other  reward 
than  that  of  doing  good.  What  he  aajt 
is  perfectly  true :  my  refusal  to  give  arms 
did  anger  and  dispirit  many  of  the  lojal 
and  well-disposed  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
in  Ireland.  I  was  pressed  to  it  by  depu- 
tations, by  individuals  for  whom  I  had  the 
liighest  respect,  and  by  every  kind  of 
threat  and  entreaty:  it  was  the  general 
desire  at  that  time,  and  not  unnaturattj, 
for  alarm  was  general  and  well-founded. 
I  believe,  also,  that  the  Government  wai 
blamed  in  this  Uouse  for  not  consenting 
to  call  out  the  yeomanry;  but  as  my  noble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Qe- 
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▼emmeni  left  ibese  matters  to  my  decision, 
holding  me  responsible  for  tbo  peace  of 
the  oountrj,  I  resolutely  refused  all  appli- 
cations, though  I  took  care  to  place  up- 
wards of  100,000  stand  of  arms  in  different 
dep6t8  throughout  the  country,  ready  for 
distribution  to  the  well-affected  in  the 
event  of  emergency  according  to  certain 
regulations;  but  it  was  my  duty  to  look 
beyond  the  actual  moment,  and  I  knew 
that  if  one  class  of  Irishmen  were  armed 
against  another,  the  seeds  of  fresh  reli- 
gious animosity  would  be  sown,  and  that 
when  the  revolutionary  movement  was 
over,  Ireland  would  be  found  further  off 
than  ever  from  internal  tranquillity.  In 
the  result  I  was  not  disappointed;  for 
the  intended  rebellion  was  suppressed, 
the  law  was  vindicated,  no  blood  was 
•pilled,  no  rancorous  feelings  were  left  be- 
hind; Her  Majesty  was,  for  the  first  time 
HDoe  her  accession,  able  to  visit  that  por- 
tion of  Her  dominions;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  that  one  particular  procession  and  its 
fatal  consequences  in  the  county  Down, 
joor  Lordships  would  now  have  the  satis- 
faetion  of  knowing  that  Ireland  was  more 
free  from  sectarian  feuds,  as  I  am  happy 
to  say  it  is  from  political  agitation  and 
agrarian  outrage,  than  at  any  time  during 
ihe  last  twenty  years.  On  public  grounds, 
I  regret  that  my  noble  Friend  has  seen  fit 
to  bring  this  question  before  the  House,  as 
it  will  tend  to  revive  the  angry  feelings 
whioh  were  gradually  subsiding;  but  as  I 
trust  your  Lordships  will  give  your  assent 
to  a  Bill  which  is  now  before  the  other 
House  for  putting  an  end  to  all  processions 
-^^-a  Bill,  I  beg  to  say,  which  is  directed 
against  no  particular  party,  and  will  be  a 
triumph  to  none  ;  I  look  forward  to  the 
extinction  of  these  foolish  and  irritating 
demonstrations,  aided  as  the  law  will  be 
by  the  efforts  of  every  well-thinking  man 
in  Ireland.  After  all  that  unfortunate 
oonntry  has  gone  through,  after  years  of 
agitation  destructive  alike  of  industrial  pro- 
gress and  social  improvement,  after  hav- 
ing endured  a  calamity  unparalleled  for  its 
appalling  magnitude  and  duration,  the 
.great  want  of  Ireland  is  repose.  A  famine 
.of  four  years  sweeping  away  the  resources 
and  means  of  the  country  must  leave  sad 
traces  behind  ;  but  I  humbly  hope  that  the 
■visitation  of  Providence  has  ceased,  that  the 
•worst  is  now  over,  and  that  an  earnest  union 
of  all  olasses  for  their  own  common  good  will 
load  to  that  social  regeneration  with  which 
the  interests  of  this  country  no  less  than 
those  of  Ireland  are  inseparably  connected. 


The  Earl  of  BODEN  said,  he  had  been 
most  anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
answering  those  calumnious  aspersions 
that  had  been  cast  upon  his  character  with 
regard  to  the  occurrence  that  took  place 
in  the  north  of  Ireland  in  July  last.  Be- 
fore proceeding  to  address  their  Lordships, 
he  begged  to  return  his  most  sincere 
thanks  to  the  noble  Lord  behind  him  (Lord 
Stanley),  for  having  given  him  that  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  that  noble  Lord  had  entered 
so  ably  and  so  fully  into  the  many  points  con- 
nected with  the  occurrence,  it  had  become 
unnecessary  that  he  should  detain  their 
Lordships  at  any  length  with  the  observa- 
tions he  had  to  make.  He  could  not  but 
think  that  he  had  been  most  harshly  used 
by  the  noble  Lords  opposite,  and  by  the 
Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  in  particular  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  whom  he  saw  opposite.  He 
trusted,  at  all  events,  that  he  would  do 
him  the  credit  to  believe  in  taking  the 
course  which  he  had  pursued  in  reference 
to  many  of  the  acts  connected  with  that 
occurrence,  his  only  intent  in  doing  so  was 
to  defend  his  character  from  the  aspersions 
that  had  been  cast  upon  it,  and  that  he 
was  actuated  now  by  no  party  feeling,  or 
feeling  of  irritation,  towards  him — an 
individual  whom  he  had  always  esteemed 
as  a  friend,  and  to  whom  he  had  had  rea- 
son to  be  thankful  for  many  kind  acts. 
The  first  thing  to  which  he  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  was,  that 
on  the  23rd  of  July,  eleven  days  after  the 
occurrence  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  he  had 
written  to  the  noble  Lord,  stating  his  sin- 
cere regret  and  grief  at  the  circumstances 
which  had  taken  place,  and  also  offering 
to  tender  his  resignation  as  a  magistrate 
in  case  his  remaining  in  office  should  occa- 
sion any  difficulties  to  the  Government. 
At  the  same  time  ho  had  stated,  before 
making  that  offer,  that  he  thought  his 
resignation  would  be  construed  as  a  tri- 
umph to  the  opposite  party.  In  answer, 
he  had  received  from  the  noble  Lord  a 
most  courteous  and  kind  reply,  stating  that 
his  removal  from  the  magistracy  had  never 
entered  into  his  head,  and  that  he  did  not 
desire  him  to  sacrifice  himself  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Government.  Until  the  7th 
of  October,  ho  did  not  receive  anything 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  from  any 
other  officer  whatever  ;  but  on  that  mor- 
ning he  received  a  letter  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  which  had  been  read  by  the 
noble  Lord,  accompanied  by  a  public  docu- 
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mcnt,  purporting  to  be  a  report  of  pro- 
ceedings taken  by  the  instructions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor.     At  the  same   time  a 

?rivate  note  reached  him  from  the  Lord 
lieutenant,  expressing  his  sorro\7  at  being 
obliged  to  authorise  the  letter  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  but  assuring  him  confiden- 
tially that  his  opinion  of  him  was  in  no 
way  altered  from  what  it  always  had  been. 
A  letter,  however,  was  put  in  the  news- 
papers, a  letter  from  Mr.  Rcdington,  the 
letter  of  which  he  complained,  containing 
most  serious  charges,  affecting  his  charac- 
ter as  man  and  a  magistrate.  The  three 
charges  which  it  contained  were — first, 
that  he  had  aided  and  abetted  an  illegal 
meeting  ;  second,  that  he  had  not  used 
his  exertions  as  a  magistrate  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood  by  his  fellow-subjects; 
and,  thinl,  that  he  had  acted  as  a  magis- 
trate in  his  own  case  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  ends  of  justice.  These 
were  charges  under  which  he  could  not 
rest  satisfied,  and,  indeed,  his  wonder  was, 
that  under  charges  such  as  these  he  should 
be  permitted  to  address  their  Lordships  at 
that  table,  instead  of  being  a  prisoner  and 
at  their  Lordships'  bar,  awaiting  the  ver- 
dict they  should  see  fit  to  pronounce  upon 
him.  Contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice known  in  this  coimtrv,  he  had  been 
found  guilty  without  a  trial.  It  was  true 
that  in  the  letter  he  had  referred  to,  it 
was  asserted  that  he  had  been  publicly 
arraigned  ;  but,  he  now  asked,  where,  and 
bv  whom  ?— for  he  found  nothing  for  it 
but  an  assertion,  and  he  had  looked  in 
rain  for  the  evidence.  The  noble  Lord 
know  that  he  had  always  received  his  sup- 
port whenever  it  was  of  consequence  to  the 
interests  of  the  countrv.  In  1S4^  Ireland 
was  in  a  serious  and  awful  position.  Re- 
bellion had  spread  among  the  people,  and 
the  troops  were  increased  to  40.iXK^.  At 
that  period  he  had  thought  it  his  duty, 
with  the  loyal  men  who  were  prepared  to 
follow  him,  to  srive  the  Government  his 
support,  and  to  rally  round  the  Throne. 
This  was  near  the  1-th  of  ,lulv.  the  dav 
when  these  men  assomblc^i  to  oelebrate 
their  anniversarv;  and  w:ili  a  feelir;^  of 
lovaltv  and  attachment  to  Her  Ma'osiv's 
Government,  which  he  was  sure  could  not 
but  receive  the  approl^tioa  of  those  in 
authoritv,  in  si^ito  of  manv  and  crvat  ir.- 
ducements  held  out  to  them,  these  men 
withdraw  from  the  Kejvalor?.  ar.d  the  eon- 
»N)Qenoc  WAS  tba:  :lio  iiv.litary  vf  l''>:or 
coqM  be  rvnu^veti  to  the  disturlwl  p:;rts. 
aad  Umi  trivial  rvvolu;;oa  was  suppressovl. 


In  the  month  of  March,  1849,  another  pro- 
cession took  place,  at  which  the  same  happy 
results  did  not  turn  up  as  in  the  previous 
year.  At  that  period  he  had  put  himself 
in  communication  with  the  noblo  Lord, 
stating  to  him  the  circumstances  which 
had  occurred,  and  the  endeavours  which 
he  had  used  to  prevent  collision  between 
the  parties,  and  he  received  the  thanks  of 
the  noble  Lord  for  these  endeavours.  At 
that  time  the  Government  had  in  contem* 
plation  the  passing  of  the  Procession  Act, 
and  in  the  month  of  May  he  had  had  com- 
munications with  the  noble  Lord  respect- 
ing it.  He  regretted  extremely  that  that 
Act  had  not  been  passed  soon  after  March, 
but  the  press  of  business  before  the  House 
made  it  quite  impossible.  In  the  month 
of  May  the  noble  Lord  wrote  to  him  about 
the  Procession  Act,  and  he  had  written  in 
answer,  stating  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
then  too  late  to  introduce  the  Bill,  as  it  would 
not  pass  till  immediately  before  the  12th  of 
July,  and  that  it  would  then  appear  to  have 
been  passed  especially  against  the  Orange- 
men— a  most  ungracious  course  of  pro- 
ceeding after  what  had  occiured  the  previ- 
ous year.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  Campbell)  would  remember 
that  he  had  a  conversation  with  him  rela- 
tive to  that  Act,  and  that  he  was  onlj 
stating  to  the  House  the  substance  of  whi^ 
took  place.  On  the  29th  of  June,  he  had 
an  interview  with  the  noble  Lord,  when  he 
again  told  him  that  it  was  intended  the 
procession  should  take  place,  and  the  noUe 
Lord  said  that  there  would  be  no  danger, 
as  the  necessary  precautions  ahonld  be 
taken.  He  certainly  had  no  idea  from  any 
thing  which  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  on  that 
-  occasion  that  the  procession  was  conudered 
'  by  him  to  be  illegal.  In  fact,  so  little  did 
;  the  noble  Lord  lead  him  to  think  that  he 
!  considered  the  procession  iUegal,  or  that 
i  by  taking  any  part  in  it  he  (the  Earl  of 
i  Reden'i  would  be  in  auT  way  abetting  an 
illegal  act,  thai  immediately  after  the  pro- 
cess ion  had  left  his  demesne,  it  being  then 
nearly  post  hour,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
r.oble  Lord,  stating  bow  satisfactorily  everj- 
•  thing  had  p>ne  on,  and,  by  return  of  post, 
he  nx'^ived  an  answer  from  the  noble  Lord, 
statin;;  how  reioiced  he  was  to  hear  whit 
■  he  ^tho  Earl  of  Rodent  had  mentioned,  and 
how  grateful  be  was  to  him  for  the  eoone 
.  he  had  pursued.  The  12th  of  July  ar- 
rived. a::d  he  certainly  would  saj  that  be 
:V'.:  rride  ar.d  satisfaction  in  rec^TUig 
^^0\'  or  his  cjuctrymen,  with  their  wives 
and  childn^n,  besides  some  2,000  others 
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vlio  had  come  as  lookers  on,  and  who  had 
come  to  compliment  him  by  their  visit. 
On  that  occasion,  he  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, who  expressed  a  hope  that  he  (the 
Earl  of  Roden)  would  use  his  influence 
with  the  processionists,  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  go  home  by  another  road,  as  he 
had  seen  armed  men  on  the  hill  as  he  came 
along.  He  at  once  consulted  another  ma- 
gistrate who  was  present,  and  he  said  that 
such  advice  would  he  unwise,  as  the  pro- 
cession would  bo  split  in  consequence  of  it. 
He  knew  the  meaning  that  was  intended 
to  he  conveyed  by  the  expression — that 
some  of  the  party  would  go  by  one  road, 
and  some  the  other,  and  that  either  party 
thus  weakened  would  bo  exposed  to  be 
attacked.  Therefore,  influenced  by  a  de- 
sire for  the  safety  of  the  people,  he  gave 
them  the  best  advice  in  his  power.  That 
advice  was  before  their  Lordships,  and  he 
need  not  refer  further  to  it;  but  this  he 
would  say,  that  the  brave  and  determined 
men  to  whom  he  had  spoken  would  have 
acted  on  that  advice  and  have  gone  peace- 
ably to  their  homes,  had  they  not  been  basely, 
cowardly,  and  brutally  attacked,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  by  conspirators,  hiding 
behind  the  houses  and  walls.  It  was  when 
they  were  fired  at,  and  when  they  were  de- 
fending their  wives  and  children,  that  these 
unhappy  occurrences  took  place,  which 
every  one  must  regret.  With  regard  to 
the  boy  to  whose  death  allusion  had  been 
made,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
shot  by  which  he  fell  had  been  fired  from 
the  hill,  as  he  was  at  the  time  in  the  tail  of 
the  procession  which  he  had  been  accom- 
panying all  day. 

The  Earl  of  CLARENDON  said,  he 
had  quoted  the  evidence,  where  it  was  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  boy*s  scull  had  been 
battered  in  by  blunt  instruments. 

The  Earl  of  RODEN  continued  to  say 
that  it  was  true  the  boy's  head  had  been 
broken  in,  but  then  two  troops  of  cavalry 
had  passed  over  the  road  where  he  was 
lying,  and  the  battering  could  be  accounted 
for  in  that  way.  Believing  that  the  evi- 
dence on  which  he  was  disposed  to  rely 
might  he  questioned  by  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite, he  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
write  to  the  witnesses  who  had  been  exa- 
mined. The  persons  to  whom  he  had 
made  application,  had  no  interest  in  the 
matter  one  way  or  the  other,  as  they  were 
officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Army.  Having 
drawn  their  attention  to  both  reports,  he 
asked  them  to  state  which  they  thought 


most  correct,  and  this  was  Major  Wilkin- 
son's reply: — 

"  Belfiist,  Feb.  14. 
**  My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  state,  in  re- 
ply to  your  Lordship's  note,  that  I  consider  tho 
report  of  my  evidence,  as  taken  in  shorthand,  as 
giving  a  much  fuller  report  of  my  evidence. — 
Yours,  Ac. 

"  J.  Wilkinson,  Major  13th  Regiment." 

"  Castlewellan,  Feb.  16. 

"  My  Lord — I  have  carefully  read  over  the  re- 
ports of  my  evidence  taken  at  the  investigation 
last  year.  I  think  that  Mr.  Berwick  has  letl  out 
two  or  three  material  points  which  are  reported 
in  the  shorthand  writer's  one,  and  therefore  of 
the  two  I  should  recommend  it  as  best. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  obedient  humblo 
servant, 

"  Wm.  Parker  Terry,  Ensign  9th  Foot. 

"  Viscount  Jocelyn." 

"  Castlewellan. 
**  My  dear  Lord — I  have  carefully  read  over  the 
notes  of  Mr.  Berwick's  minutes  of  the  evidence 
given  by  me  relative  to  the  affray  at  Maghermayo, 
on  the  12th  July,  and  comparing  it  with  the  re- 
port of  tho  same,  taken  by  the  shorthand  writer, 
and  published  by  Mr.  Henderson,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  latter  is  the  most  correct,  and 
the  fullest  of  the  two. — I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  yours  very  faithfully, 

"  Georoe  Shaw,  J.P." 

"  Rathfriland,  Feb.  16. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your 
informing  Lord  Jocelyn  that  I  consider  my  evi- 
dence, as  reported  by  Mr.  Berwick's  notes,  nei- 
ther full,  clear,  nor  correct:  and  I  am  satisfied  it 
is  given  as  fully  and  fairly  as  possible  in  tho  pam- 
phlet published  in  Newry.  I  was  from  home,  and 
did  not  return  until  af^or  post  hour  yesterday,  or 
I  would  have  written  last  night. — I  remain,  dear 
sir,  yours  truly, 

"  Thomas  Scott,  J.P.,  County  Down. 

"To  John  Reilly,  Esq." 

But  the  next  charge  made  against  him  was 
of  a  very  serious  nature  indeed.  It  was, 
that  he  was  careless  or  indifferent  with  re- 
gard to  the  preservation  of  the  puhlic  peace. 
The  following  was  the  portion  of  the  charge 
to  which  ho  referred.  It  was  from  Sir 
Thomas  Rcdington's  letter  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor : — 

"  On  the  arrival  of  the  Orange  procession  at  Tol- 
more-park  they  were  received  by  Lord  Roden, 
who,  joined  by  the  two  Messrs.  Beers,  proceeded 
to  his  house,  while  the  procession  marched  past 
to  a  field,  where  a  tent  and  platform  had  been 
erected,  and  refreshment  provided  for  the  body 
by  his  Lordship.  Thither  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  the 
stipendiary  magistrate,  had  also  repaired,  to  re- 
present to  Lord  Roden,  on  the  part  of  the  magis- 
trates who  were  then  assembled  on  the  hill  (who 
all  agreed  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  allow  the 
Orange  party  to  come  back  by  the  same  rood), 
that  an  armed  Ribbon  party  was  stationed  near 
Dolly's  Brae ;  and  that  if  the  procession  returned 
by  that  way  a  collision  was  seriously  to  be  appre- 
hended. Lord  Roden  in  reply  stated,  that  he 
feared  ho  had  not  himself  sufficient  influence  to 
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effert  this  object,  but  that  ho  would  speak  to  tho 
party,  and  tilno  to  Mr.  William  HccrH,  upon  tho 
iiubj<K]t.  Ill  thu  addrcMS,  however,  which  he  sub- 
MNjiKintly  (leliver<.'(l  to  the  Orange  brxly,  he  ab- 
Htained  from  any  attempt  to  dissuade  them  from 
rntuniin^  by  a  route,  tho  passage  along  which, 
hn  had  boon  apprised,  would  l>e  attended  with  so 
much  rink.      The   Lord  Lieutenant  cannot  but 


Her  Majesty  as  lady-in-vaitiog  on  Her 
Majesty  s  visit  to  IrelaDd.  It  was  mani- 
fest what  the  feelings  of  the  Trriter  to- 
wards him  were;  and  the  object  was  cleaiiy 
to  seek  to  degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen,    by  making  it  appear  that 


muei  ri«K      ine  i,ora  j.ieutenant  cannot  out    jj^j.  Majesty  had   Buch  a  Strong  feeling 
leel  that  those  who  Hanetioned  this  course  bemg       .  ,         ''    y         ,  i.*  f  u     i.  3 


taken,  or  who  took  no  Hteps  to  prevent  it,  showed 
thcinNclves  most  inditt'orent  to  the  prcnervation  of 
the  publie  ]K?ace,  which,  as  magistrates,  it  was 
their  ■j>eeial  duty  to  maintain." 

Now,  ill  answer  to  that  statement,  he  must 
say,  that  he  had  throughout  the  whole  of 
tlioso  transactions  shuwn  himself  most 
anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
pouce,  and  that  his  not  asking  the  party 
to  return  by  the  other  road  was  in  itself 
one  of  the  strongost  ])roofs  that  he  could 
luive  given  of  his  anxiety  for  the  public 
safety.  With  regard  to  the  objection  made 
against  him  for  attending  at  sessions  after 
those  charges  had  been  brought  forward, 
ho  had  only  to  say  that,   had  he  abstained 


with  regard  to  the  course  which  he  had 
pursued,  that  She  conld  not  allow  one  con- 
nected with  him  to  remain  near  Her  per- 
son. Personally  he  had  no  motive  to  serve 
by  remaining  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace.  His  sole  desire,  as  a  resident  pro- 
prietor and  magistrate  in  Ireland,  had  been 
to  seek  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  bene- 
fit the  country,  and  to  dispense  justice  to 
all  classes  and  all  denominations  alike.  He 
cared  not  where  his  words  went  forth,  or 
who  might  listen  to  the  statement  which 
he  now  made;  but  he  would  fearlessly  as- 
sert that,  throughout  his  whole  career  as  a 
magistrate,  he  had  never  favoured  one 
party  more  than  another;    that  he  had 


from  attending  tho   sessions,  as  he   had  i  always  done  justice  to  the  best  of  his 
always  been  in  tho  habit  of  doing,  it  would   ability,  and  had  never,  in  the  dispensation 


have  to  some  extent  implied  that  he  ac- 
knowledged tho  justice  of  the  allegations 


of  it,  allowed  himself  to  be  inflaeneed  by 
any  considerations,  religions,  political,  or 


nmdo  against   him.     At    tbo  same  time,  ;  personal.     In  conclusion,  he  had  only  to 

when  tho  forty-two  men  wore  brought  up,  refer,  which  he  did  with  pride,  to  the  ex- 

ohargod  by  tho  Crown  solicitor  with  being  '■  pression  of  feeling  which  the  treatment  he 

ongagod  in  an  illegal  nssonibly,  he  felt  that  had  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Gorem- 

iho  assombly  could  not  have  boon  illegal,  ment  had  called  forth  throughout  the  covn- 

or  oUo  that  tho  nv>blo  Lord  would  have  told  try.     Not  only  those  who  knew  him  per- 

hini  so.     Tltorotoro  he  could  not  in  con-  sonally,  but  those  who  were  only  acquaint- 

soitMioo   consent    to    rocoivo  iutonnations  ed  with  him  bv  the  character  which  he 

against  thoni  on  such  a  charge:  but  at  tho  boro.  and  by  the  reports  of  the  treatment 

.«>Aiuo  time  ho  had  gone  to  that  session,  as  which  he  had  received,  came  forward  to 

ho  had  ulwavs  dvmo,  with  a  determination  subscribe  their  names  to  most   generons 

to  do  just  ice  to  every  man — he  had  no  fool-  and  afToctionate  addresses  that  poured  in 

ing  in  favour  of  ono  more  than  o(  another:  upon  him  from  every  portion  of  the  em* 

and  if  ho  had  boon  askod  to  rocoivo  infor-  piro.     The  noble  Earl  concluded  hy  stat- 

mations  against  any  of  those  who  had  com-  inc  that  ho  had  never,  at  any  period,  en- 

mittod  any  of  tho  outrages  that  had  taken  tortained  feelings  of  personal  hostility  or 

idaiv,  ho  xxould  willingly   have  dor.o  so.  y'".v]-jo   towards  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord 

lie  felt  also  th.it  tho  ono.s  of  ius::oo  oo',:-d  Lior.tor.ant  of  Ireland. 


bo  bv  no  •.r.oar.>  oo;ni^ronv.>o.l  1»n  i1;o  Ci  v.rso 
which  ho  foh  it  l.is  tlut\  to  t.iko.  a*  ^!^. 
Uorwick  and  other  :r.:ici'^tJ'atos  wirc  vro- 
mMxt  \^ho  did  no;  oov.our  ;:;  l.is  \lo*xs.  a:;.; 
b v  w  h on\  tho  i nt" o r.-.^ .'. : : ,  :\ s  !:-.  i  :r'i '  i  V.  a  \  o  V'C  i  r. 
nvoivisl.  It  w,;s  vsrJxV.r.'v  \crv  ovtrr.v^Vv;:- 
nar v ,  that  t  h.o v, ;;V.  V. o  a r. ,1  :  ■ : o  s .^  w V.  .^  ,\  -. . 
ounwl  with  l;i:u  ha  a  V.  vn 
nvei ve  in  :\ ^ rr. i  .> :  u : j s  ;^:  c-  i '  > t 
still  that  ;«o  sossu^r.s 

lo*%\l    to    '.V.SS    *M  ^T 


*  « « « •  • 


.:>. 


..*: 
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tion»  h  a  x  i  r  c  '  a*  *  *  >  o : 
h^n  m«do  (o  a  U::( 
t^n  wiih  A  xii'w    of  ! 


4  ••     \  V 


AV  -:. 


v:vAC 


Tho  Easi  01  CLARENDON,  in  expla- 
r.;:::.:;.  said,  it  was  tme,  as  his  noble 
Fr-.L-d  had  stated,  that  he  had  writtett 
h-.!:i  a  \-::cr  savincr,  that  as  it  was  evident 
:":.:.:  o:r:a:a  parties  wore  detennined  to 
vlr'v;:  h:~i  fr^m  tbo  magistracy,  he  tmsted 
:>.:;:  ho  :l.o  Earl  of  Clarendon)  would 
:  ,V.*:'a-  hirjiSL^l:  lo  be  embarrassed,  hut, 
::  v.:  o:r.s:ilorod  it  proper,  would  remove 
"  ":r.  .\:  ;v:oc:  AT.d  ::  had  never  crossed  his 
r.-.rr.  h:?  roMe  Friend  out  of  the 
n^v  :■»  rt'icTc  himself  of  emhar- 
:.  '^Vitl  rospoct  to  the  dday  in 
.^:r^  ir.  :f  T^o  PrMessioBS  Act'last 
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pressure  of  other  business,  and  of  Irisb 
business  in  particular,  and  had  been  after- 
wards postponed  on  the  representation  of 
his  noble  Friend;  but  at  the  time  it  was 
BO  postponed  he  asked  his  noble  Friend 
what  security  he  would  give  that  the  pub- 
lie  peace  should  not  be  disturbed  on  the 
12ih  of  July,  and  his  noble  Friend  an- 
swered him,  that  every  loyal  man  was 
willing  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to 
preserve  peace.  He  then  expressed  his 
very  great  objection  to  the  Orange  proces- 
i(ion,  not  because  he  considered  it  illegal, 
but  he  regretted  that  such  a  procession 
should  go  to  Tollymore  Park,  as  there 
rested  a  peculiar  responsibility  on  his  noble 
Friend. 

The  Earl  of  WINCHILSE  A  said,  that 
after  the  speech  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Stanley)  there  was  not  one  man  who  was 
influenced  by  a  proper  feeling  who  would 
not  give  an  honourable  acquittal  to  his 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Roden)  of  having 
violated  any  of  the  laws  of  his  country. 
His  noble  Friend  had  been  most  harshly, 
unjustly,  and  unconstitutionally  treated. 
But  he  had  received  at  the  hands  of  800 
magistrates  of  all  characters  and  political 
creeds,  a  testimonial  of  which  he  might 
well  be  proud,  and  which  would  descend 
with  honour  to  his  posterity.  He  held 
that  the  commission  sent  down  by  the 
noble  Earl  to  institute  an  inquiry  was  a 
perfectly  unconstitutional  act.  If  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Rodcn)  had  been 
guilty  of  any  violation  of  the  law,  his 
conduct  ought  to  have  been  investigated 
in  a  court  of  law,  and  then,  if  proved 
guilty,  the  Executive  Government  might 
hare  pronounced  upon  him  whatever  sen- 
tence the  law  awarded.  But,  were  Eng- 
land's liberties  to  be  placed  in  this  jeopardy 
— that  Government  was  to  send  forth  a 
commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
any  man  holding  a  magisterial  character, 
and  that  upon  the  report  of  such  commis- 
sion Government  was  to  pronounce  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  and  exercise  an  arbitrary 
power  in  awarding  whatever  punishment  it 
chose  ?  Such  a  proceeding,  ho  contended, 
was  a  violation  of  the  first  principles  of 
the  British  constitution.  The  Processions 
Act  was  allowed  to  expire  because  it  was 
well  known  that  that  Act  was  confined 
entirely  to  Orange  lodges;  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  the  Roman  Catholic  parties.  [Lord 
StakLET  corrected  the  noble  Earl  and  said, 
the  Act  applied  to  all  party  processions.] 
If  that  was  the  case,  how  was  it  that 
thode  monster  meetings  for  the  repeal  of 
tiie  Union  were  allowed  to  be  held  in 


Ireland  ?  There  were  two  parties  assem- 
bled at  Dolly's  Brae  :  one  to  maintain  the 
Roman  Catholic  principles  of  James  XL, 
the  other  to  maintain  the  Protestant  prin- 
ciples of  the  house  of  Hanover.  The 
latter  assembled  peaceably  and  unarmed 
in  their  own  locality,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  their  wives  and  children;  while 
the  foi-mer  were  brought  from  a  distance, 
and  were  led  on  by  two  priests,  who  gave 
them  bread,  knowing  that  they  were 
armed,  and  that  they  were  going  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  other  party.  It  would  be 
well  for  their  Lordships  to  inquire  in  what 
manner  this  Mr.  Berwick  conducted  the 
investigation  he  was  commissioned  to  make. 
That  gentleman  confined  his  inquiries  en- 
tirely to  the  conduct  of  the  Orange  party, 
without  taking  any  evidence  whatever  that 
affected  the  Ribband  party;  and  the  in- 
vestigation was  conducted  in  so  indifferent 
and  slovenly  a  manner  that,  instead  of 
eliciting  the  truth,  it  only  involved  the 
whole  matter  in  one  mass  of  contradic- 
tions and  inconsistencies.  Though  his 
noble  Friend  had  been  most  unconstitu- 
tionally and  most  cruelly  dismissed  from 
the  commission,  yet  he  (the  Earl  of  Win- 
chilsea)  would  toll  his  noble  Friend  that  he 
envied  him  the  applause  which  his  high 
and  virtuous  character  and  most  constitu- 
tional conduct  had  received  from  as  honour- 
able a  body  of  men  as  could  be  found  in 
Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

LoiiD  BROUGHAM  said,  that  he  came 
to  the  consideration  of  the  present  ques- 
tion void  of  all  party  feeling,  party  views, 
or  party  connexions,  at  least  equally  with 
his  noble  Friend,  who  had  so  ably  and  elo- 
quently opened  what  might  bo  regarded  as 
a  ^uojt  judicial  discussion.  But  in  answer 
to  the  appeal  of  his  noble  Friend  who  spoke 
last,  and  who  said  that  no  person  whose 
mind  was  not  biassed  could  possibly  dream 
of  imputing  any  base  or  dishonourable  or 
illegal  conduct  to  the  noble  Earl,  whoso 
proceediugs  formed  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  though  he  entirely  ac- 
quitted that  noble  Earl  of  all  illegality 
or  immorality  of  conduct,  it  by  no  means 
followed  that  he  could  assent  to  the  se- 
cond part  of  his  noble  Friend's  (Lord 
Winchilsca's)  proposition,  and  say  that  he 
considered  all  the  noble  Earl's  proceedings 
such,  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Go- 
vernment such,  as  to  entitle  him  (Lord 
Brougham)  to  say,  and  their  Lordships  to 
conclude,  that  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Roden)  had  been  unjustly,  unconstitution- 
ally, or  arbitrarily  dismissed  from  the 
magistracy.     Although  he  should  not  go 
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into  the  facts  of  the  case  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  why  he  did  not  accept  that 
part  of  the  proposition,  yet  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  offer  a  few  observations  upon 
points  which  had  incidentally  come  under 
consideration,  but  which  were  roost  mate- 
rial when  discussing  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  Government,  as  well  as  material  to 
their  deliberations  on  the  subject  generally. 
First  of  all,  he  should  deeply  lament  if 
the  violence  with  which  his  noble  Friend 
opposite  had  been  of  late,  and  only  of  late, 
assailed  in  Ireland  should  furnish  another 
instance  of  that  which  they  had  too  fre- 
quently had  occasion  to  observe  in  the 
conduct  of  their  fellow-subjects,  the  Irish, 
in  dealing  with  great  national  questions. 
He  was  in  much  pain  to  observe  that  it 
might  seem  to  afford  another  instance  of 
that  volatile  nature  which  appeared  to  pre- 
vail among  great  multitudes  of  our  fellow- 
countrymen  in  that  portion  of  the  united 
kingdom.  One  year  you  were  the  object  of 
their  praise — praise  ! — they  reject  so  feeble 
an  expression;  of  their  eulogy — that  won't 
do;  of  their  profound  admiration  ; — that  is 
nothing  like  it — of  their  deep  and  heart- 
felt respect — in  the  heart*s-core  felt  re- 
spect!— even  that  is  not  sufficient;  but  of 
their  veneration,  of  their  all  but  adoration, 
and,  if  their  priests  would  permit  it,  even  of 
their  worship:  with  them  he,  who  to-day 
was  all  but  deified,  in  a  very  few  weeks, 
before  the  moon  waned,  became  the  object 
of  one  deep,  loud,  and  universal  burst  of 
vituperation.  The  idolaters  become  icono- 
clasts, broke  their  images  to  atoms,  which 
they  trampled  under  foot.  All  this  af- 
forded a  strong  ground  for  watching  such  a 
people's  conduct,  and,  in  connexion  with 
such  a  people,  the  conduct  of  their  magis- 
trates. But  their  Lordships  were  not 
to  be  led  away  by  those  feelings;  they 
were  to  argue  like  rational  men.  Iler 
Majesty  had  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  most  graciously  expressed  the  re- 
liance She  had,  not  only  upon  the  loyalty, 
but  upon  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  He  had  not  the  least  desire  to 
underrate  that  reliance,  but  rather,  if  he 
could,  to  regard  it  as  a  reliance  upon  a 
rock,  and  not  upon  a  reed;  and  but  for 
those  alternate  fits  of  popular  fever,  of 
heat  and  cold,  he  should  readily  participate 
in  that  expression  of  reliance  upon  their 
common  sense,  in  spite  of  all  experience 
of  their  mercurial  nature.  Now,  this  ob- 
servation was  very  germane  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand,  and  might  well  account  for 
there  being  one  law  for  dealing  with  ma- 
gistrates in  a  country  composed  of  people 


of  great  deliberation,  of  great  slowness  to 
be  moved,  of  great  aversion  to  strong  ex* 
pressions,  either  of  admiration  or  of  cen- 
sure, and  another  law  for  dealing  with  ma- 
gistrates in  a  country  composed  of  people 
of  so  mercurial  a  temperament  that  not- 
withstanding their  many  excellent  qaalities» 
and  notwithstanding  all  their  genius,  thej 
had  taken  this  notion  into  their  minds» 
that  all  matters  of  the  most  grave  impor- 
tance, all  matters  in  which  any  very  imme- 
diate personal  interests  to  them  as  indi- 
viduals or  as  a  people  were  involved,  are 
of  no  consequence  compared  with  a  few 
notions  of  a  totally  abstract  nature,  such 
as  the  repeal  of  the  Union,  or  such  as 
those  other  questions  which  were  at  this 
moment  distracting  the  minds  of  our  ex- 
cellent neighbours,  the  French.  Their  eon- 
stitutional  temperament,  like  that  of  the 
Parisians,  was  such,  that  any  man  by  rais- 
ing his  hand  for  any  sort  of  abstract  notion, 
could  get  together  20,000  or  30,000  peo- 
ple, march  them  in  procession,  and  make 
them  meet  in  one  field;  and  all  this  with- 
out the  slightest  intention  of  breaking  the 
peace,  or  for  any  illegal  purpose;  though 
such  people  were  very  apt,  before  the  day 
was  over,  to  turn  their  numbers  to  illegal 
purposes,  because  when  great  numbers 
are  assembled  together,  their  very  num* 
bers  makes  them  illegal.  The  meeting  in 
masses  of  armed  men,  however  innocent 
in  itself  originally,  would,  from  the  rery 
fact  of  their  numbers,  become  illegaU 
That  which  was  perfectly  legal  in  its  in- 
ception might  become  illegal  in  its  en* 
durance,  and  might  lead  to  most  mis- 
chievous consequences  by  astonishing  and 
terrifying  the  peaceable  subjects  of  the 
Cr8wn,  and,  above  all,  by  endangering  the 
public  peace  of  the  realm.  Look  at  our 
greatest  authorities  in  the  law,  and  yon 
find  it  laid  down  that  even  a  body  of 
friends  assembled  to  accompany  a  man 
to  market,  and  defend  him  in  his  walk 
thither,  is  an  unlawful  assembly,  and  to 
be  dealt  with  as  such,  and  dispersed* 
nay,  with  punishment  of  the  parties  so 
assembled.  But  as  he  understood  the 
facts  of  the  present  case,  even  the  purpose 
for  which  the  assemblage  took  place  in 
Castle wellan  was  such  as  to  make  a  colli«> 
sion  extremely  probable.  There  was  a 
challenge.  That  which  had  happened  the 
year  before  between  these  parties  rankled 
in  their  minds;  and  when  it  was  said  bj 
one  party  to  the  other,  •*  Oh,  you  dare  not 
do  so  and  so,"  the  other  said,  ''But  we 
dare  do  so  and  so."  "Oh!"  says  the 
noble  Earl,  *'  there  was  no  collision,  be« 
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cause  only  one  party  was  concerned." 
Aje,  but  the  challenge  was  given  and  it 
was  accepted,  and  there  must  always  be 
two  parties  to  a  collision.  If  a  man  goes 
out  to  fight  a^  duel,  he  breaks  the  peace, 
and  there  is  a  collision  if  they  meet,  and 
though  they  don't  there  is  a  misdemeanour. 
He  (Lord  Brougham)  declined  entering  into 
the  details  of  this  case.  But  the  purpose 
for  which  he  more  especially  rose  to  ad- 
dress their  Lordships  was  one,  considering 
the  profession  to  which  he  belonged,  he 
could  not  avoid  regarding,  nor  could  he  let 
the  present  debate  close  without  stating 
one  matter  which  had  struck  him  while 
attending  to  this  discussion.  With  respect 
to  the  dismissal  of  magistrates,  he  had 
no  manner  of  doubt  that  their  dismissal 
was  clearly  within  the  competence  of  the 
Great  Seal,  according  as  the  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal  should  think  right.  That 
was  clear;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  persons  in  that  high 
trust  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion.  He 
was  not  capriciously,  above  all  he  was  not 
from  personal,  party,  or  corrupt  motives, 
to  exert  that  power.  He  was  bound  to 
satisfy  his  own  conscience  by  inquiry  that 
there  was  good  ground  for  dismissal.  He 
(Lord  Brougham)  always  greatly  doubted 
the  soundness  of  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  Lord  Eldon,  that  when  once  a  man 
was  in  the  commission,  there  was  no 
possibility  of  removing  him  until  he  had 
been  convicted  of  some  criminal  offence; 
that  was  not,  in  his  (Lord  Brougham's) 
opinion,  the  law  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
England — at  all  events  since  the  time 
of  Lord  Eldon  it  never  had  been  the 
practice;  persons  had  been  removed  from 
ihe  commission  of  the  peace  in  Eng- 
land without  any  conviction  in  a  court  of 
law.  He  himself  presented  a  petition 
against  Lancashire  magistrates  for  fining 
poachers  whom  they  could  not  convict  on 
the  game  laws,  but  asked  if  they  had 
been  at  church  last  Sunday,  and  finding 
they  had  not,  fined  them.  This  was  an 
outrage  on  all  justice,  for  which  he  had 
ealled  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  to 
remove  them,  and  yet  they  never  could 
have  been  prosecuted  for  it.  But  in  Ireland 
the  practice  had  been  quite  different,  even  in 
Lord  Eldon's  time,  from  that  observed  in 
England;  he  meant  that  it  had  been  much 
more  lax.  Magistrates  there  had  been 
constantly  removed  from  the  commission 
for  causes  which  were  never  thought  to  be 
a  ground  of  removal  in  England ;  such  as 
for  attending  a  Repeal  meeting,  or  a  meet- 
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ing  connected  with  the   Orange  lodges. 
His  noble  Friend  had  said  that  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment was  an  unconstitutional  one;  and 
that  the  magistrates  ought  to  have  been 
brought  before  a  court  of  law  for  inquiry. 
But,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  instituting  any  inquiry  at  all.    The 
Lord  Chancellor  must  satisfy  himself  that 
there  were  good  grounds  for  dismissal;  he 
must  adopt  every  reasonable  mode  to  in- 
form his  own  conscience.     But  it  appeared 
that  a  commission  was  issued,    and  was 
entrusted  by  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Clarendon)  to  Mr.  Berwick,  who  pos- 
sessed his  noble  Friend's   confidence,  he 
not  being  a  violent  partisan,   but  a  per- 
son who  from  his  habits  as  well  as  his 
rank   and   station  would  ably  and  fairly 
conduct  the  inquiry.     But  then  it  was  said 
that  he  was  unduly  empowered  to  admi- 
nister an  oath;  he  (Lord  Brougham)  ad- 
mitted that  making  Mr.  Berwick  a  magis- 
trate for  the  county  would  not  authorise 
him    to    administer    an    oath,    except   in 
matters  over  which  he  had  jurisdiction  as  a 
county  magistrate;  he  could  not  examine 
upon   oath  solely  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
forming the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  result  of  his  inquiries; 
but  then  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  exercising 
the  powers  of  the  Crown,  had  clearly  a 
right   to   empower  Mr.    Berwick    to    ex- 
amine upon  oath  whether  he  was  a  ma- 
gistrate or  not.     This  was  often  done  in 
England  on  the  most  important  inquiries. 
Thus  he  (Lord  Brougham)  sealed  a  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  corporations,  and 
the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  grew  out 
of  their  report.      That  Commission  em- 
powered any  one  or  more  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  examine  all  persons  upon  oath. 
Thus   the   Lord    Lieutenant  possessed  a 
power  to  enable  Mr.  Berwick  to  adminis- 
ter  an  oath,  in  this  inquiry,  though  he 
(Lord  Brougham)  would  not  say  that  per- 
jury could  be  assigned  against  any  party  on 
account  of  such  oath.     But  then  it  was 
asked,  why  were  not  Lord  Roden  and  the 
Messrs.  Beers  authorised   to  attend  this 
commission  ?    But  the  commission  was  not 
of  a  nature  to  require  them  to  attend.     It 
was  an  ex  parte  proceeding  to  satisfy  the 
Great  Seal  and  the  Government,  and  no 
other  party  had  any  right  to  complain  of 
not  being  invited  to  attend.     Such  meet- 
ings as  those  which  had  been  mentioned 
during  the   debate,    as    their    Lordships 
were  aware,  were  attended  with  very  great 
risk  of  disturbance  in   Ireland;   and  no 
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laior    v';-.  ..ionn    a   'he    'me  now  tmiier  •iiaeiisiiaii, 

-f^nwti  I  .na    IlSli  i.  iflrht  'mzrae  had  jeen  pursued. 


.1: 


"'lo.'.ri'.        -..IT. 

r:.     ^i-:r     liiiefl   .nd     lun- •  .lu    -tiftxuciiz   'iiat  no  oiijecnun   wfaofiever 


.Ev  -:oriir:  /r!cna    .a^  ::nc  1  ^nicn.    .n.  iiia  ')piiiion,   hod   been  diBta- 
.:  ^'ihoiic    -''aiiinir    :    le  !  jnuncd  :>▼  iireac  wiadom  ;mii  perfect  ho- 


■•ifwlnr.      ir  ■:.! 

.II.  III! ^ 

''■Mf.       i      ,:.. 

;i!rnii.v-n-H.     :sr  i-i   :     :\itv   rt^r'*.    .-iizuz 'o    1 1    ojuii  je  msuie  ro  che  comiucc  of  his  nobie 
■inni<^.        ...jri  .rT.;:;:.zr:    T'los    ^    loc    a:  jrrena    'Dnoaice    the  Eari  of  iJhimidoiilt 
'lift    ■vidrnfro. 
^ail  .iM  ■i:':f:r. 

noKo  -rirrr?  !:oim.  .^aii  .:i?  .^aii  .:  .:e  ▼oiiai !  .ic:stv.  He  iioped  the  eourae  chat  had 
.avn  ■,*i(in  -rioiiitinr  *iii.  Tlie  v-r.rfis.  ?x- .  »wn  r'oiiu^pd  ro-nirixt  woukl  aoc  fae  drmwn 
ictiv  13  .  lavo  .!-*"n  'aem.  .rn  ic  r-iii ;  ;.uo  i  nrecedent,  and  that  when  anr  ma- 
'.'nirrri  .:i  .iaior  ^'iikir.iion -.  -viacncr.  1 1  jistrate  ^os  I'emoTed  trom  die  conuniuioo, 
•)nnt  -ii  vnicii  .!.:-a  ►iioi"'  .r*e.  .:•:;  -ar^.  .  ';iEher  iiere  or  in  Ireland,  ther  woald  not 
"  T!if  poopte  >:imti  ntii  iioir  ibii:.-)  imi  1  ,:a.Tri  i  -ix  aonrs  ilebate  on  the  eirtnm- 
Mieir  iuDueruussca  -xacciv  la  f  -nev  1  canccs  if  liis  11180113801.  He  must  add 
•vere  ^oiiiir  'o  i  icmu.  '  Jly  Lur't  I  *iiac  a  moro  triumphant  anawer  he  nerer 
iinjuifiiami  *ou:9iaero«i  nat  \  :oiuDLc*ce !  liad  iieoxd  rhan  that  given  to  hia  noble 
iiiswLT  ":iad  iHou  _'ivi}n  "o  "iie  ;uar'^"  !  7nend  Lord  Stanley)  on  die  notes  of  the 
iifuiii&c    .Mr.      >»;nviL'te.     imi    :ie    ^as    .f?- ;  absent  rcT>orter.     Had  he  (Lord  SUmlej) 


;<iictMi  tiiac  :iie  iioiiiiur  ind  rairne:iH  >>f  riiat  J  raken  the  trouble  of  comparing  Mr. 

^L'liiiijiimu  ?   'M*(jL*e«Miinir<)   liad  jetm    'indi-  i  -m'k  3  own  notes  with  hia  report,  he  might 

have  made  a  better  case.  He  woold  only 
riSLV.  before  he  fiat  down,  that  he  was  cer- 
tain  the  noble  Eari  1  the  Eori  of  Rodeo), 
during  Ilia  lon^  exercise  of  judicial  fmie- 
riona  as  a  ma^atratc,  had  nerer  shown  the 
-ii(rhtc*9t  approach  to  nnlaimesa,  partialitj, 
•ir  pFpjudice,  political,  religioua,  or  per- 
gonal; and  after  the  debate  which  had 
takon  place,  the  name  of  that  noble  Lord 
-.vould  <ro  forth  from  this  trial  to  hiB 
crjuntry  and  to  the  word  as  entirdj  nnim- 
pcaciicni  and  untamlahed  bj  anj  imputa- 
tion of  unfaimeaa,  partialitr,  or  injiutice» 
aa  it  was  before  the  I2th  of  last  Jiuj;  and 


uaccd.  ^oru  :>rou:;nam  'vttnt  -in  m  -.ay 
that  '.iiti  i.*iiarir«j  lipiinisi  the  InMh  t.han- 
ceilor  was  t'ntir».My  -•ri)iindlcs3.  Tliat  liiirh 
I'ltiour,  MO  duubc.  iiad  ri»ad  and  w«iil  wiiiirh«?d 
the  ovldoucu.  In  .ill  '.ikulihood  tuu  letter 
addr«j»;k.'d  CO  iiiuiauii  was  traniotl  with  hia 
«iwa  L'uiicuri'ojicc.  Ho 'Lord  Bruui^hami 
iiad  no  doubt  wliacuvor  uu  thia  head.  IIi.* 
Lurd  UrtiUgiiaui/  had  tbri^cteu  to  put  hia 
noble  l^'riond  i  Lord  Stanley)  right  on  what 
iiu  luoai  crrunouu;»ly  conceived  to  be  a  no- 
velty iu  .Mr.  I  Berwick's  mode  of  reoonling 
ihc  ovidcnco  of  witiios;>es.  Why  ilid  he 
':;ivc   no  •lucaiioiJd,  Siiid   hia  noble    Friend. 


!iuL  only  aiKswcrs  •      What  judge  liid  so  i  i  more  unimpeaohed  or  untarnished,  no  name 

in  Europe  could  be. 

The  Marquess  of  CLAXRICARDB 
was  anxious  to  state,  that  in  ererj  step 
which  his  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  had  taken  on  this  subject, 
he  had  had  the  entire  co-operation  and 
the  fullest  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's 


iLu  •  Lord  BroU'tfliaui)  muat  int'orm  his 
iiuMu  Kriciul,  )iv  asking  the  <|ue8tion.  what 
iiidi;o  v\ci  iu  I  Ik-  world  did  take  down  the 
■  ju4.v.tuKia  '  ^\  !iy,  no  one  ever  heard  of 
aicii  h  ihiu^t  iiiuea.s  oiico  in  half  a  year, 
ktlii.-ii  ^oitic  ]ioc'iiiiar  ri;a.Hon  arises  for  de- 
,iifct»ii^     in-ui    till?    'irdinary    course   most 

■tu:i.jiial^  iiiii.iiicd  bv  ;ill  iudires  in  all '  Government.  The  noble  Earl  had  held 
,>.kiLj  lit  Mil-  •:ii.[iirc  where  witnesses  are :  office  in  Ireland  during  a  most  extraordi- 
.«.*;itiiii:il  t>.-i>>ii:  thciii.  Yet  tlicso  uoccs,  j  nary  period,  and  no  part  of  his  conduct 
.^liii-ii  jiv<>  11'  •|ii.:'iii.iii^,  and  only  record 'had  more  entirely  merited  the  approha- 
\\i  ..iini-.i.iii  r  iMiln- .in-.w.rs.  are  reported  tion  of  his  Sovereign  and  of  the  Gorem- 
:  ,  .ii  .  ..<iiu  tvii.i..  .^  i\n:  !*'oird>  come  for  |  ment  than  had  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
...j.*:.  k!t>:  h-s.  ;!id'..i-.'  ijot.-.nn" the  answers  '  conducted  this  most  delicate,  difficult,  and 
.!•  ;>iN.;L4ii.  1:  loiiii  ilii:  ijiii>  '^rounds  on  which  '  unpleasant  business.  He  (the  Marquess  of 
..U  ..iiii  -ipi*.  .*!»'«1  '•»  [H'Hrtvd,  .ir  can  pro-  ■  Olanricarde)  greatly  regretted  the  cirenm- 
It  .iMi  luii)  i>lf  aiiy  shorthand  stances  which  had  led  to  this  debate.  It 
:iii>nr«d  t«>  be  seen  bv  '  was  vexatious  to  everv  man  who  felt  in- 


.,.  .  J        .S'.i 
,M ii    I  «  11  ii 


■ .» i-i 


t.^  .  :...«.;   .n.jiiiJiid  Ni.  <*w:ii  if  Huch  >hort-    tercsted  in  the  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and 

Ui«>mI  *»i».»-».   'iLld;  1  ilm  lil.ih   c^.-nileman.    it  was  mortifying  and  humiliating  to  every 

II  III  i  .  m'-  ii.  Hi<:  MhidiMvx  iiiiinatiMn.     Irishman,  to  tiud  that,  notwithstanding^ 
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tlie  Crowiiy  it  had  boen  impossiblo  to  root 
out  of  that  country  those  remains  of  fac- 
tion and  party  which  had  led  to  the  la- 
mentable result  that  had  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  the  discussion  that  night.  Every 
one  had  joined  in  deprecating  those  socio- 
ties,  and  yet  tho  noble  Lord  opposite  ap- 
peared in  this  Motion  as  the  apologist  and 
adTOcate  of  the  Orangemen;  and  he  (the 
Kareuees  of  Clanricarde)  appealed  to  their 
Lordahips  whether,  in  almost  every  part  of 
bis  speech,  there  had  not  been  constant 
laudation  of  the  men  of  that  party,  which 
maintained  and  promoted  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power  these  mischievous  proces- 
sions ?  The  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl 
of  Roden)  had  complained  that  Orangemen 
had  been  persecuted  by  all  statesmen,  whe- 
ther Whig  or  Tory;  but  did  it  never  occur 
to  the  noble  Lord  that  the  Orangemen  by 
their  conduct  had  deserved  the  reproba- 
tion which  he  acknowledged  they  had 
met  with  from  every  eminent  and  un- 
prejudiced man  ?  Troops  and  magis- 
trates were  sent  out  as  much  against  the 
Bibandmen  as  against  Orangemen;  there 
was  no  special  feeling  on  that  side  the 
House  against  Orangemen,  but  the  gene- 
ra] opinion  was,  that  both  societies  were 
equally  injurious.  Now,  Orange  societies 
were  maintained  chiefly  by  and  for  these 
processions.  The  object  of  those  who 
permitted  and  encouraged  the  demon- 
strations on  the  part  of  Orangemen  was 
elear;  for  if  it  were  not  for  the  processions 
of  which  they  had  heard,  there  would  be 
no  Oranffemen.  Tho  evils  resulting  from 
the  contmuance  of  these  societies  and  pro- 
eessions  were  fully  shown  in  the  present 
ease.  They  had  first  the  tumult,  riot,  and 
bloodshed  which  invariably  accompanied 
processions  of  this  kind;  and  they  had 
then  the  corruption  and  contamination  in 
the  administration  of  justice  which  inevi- 
tably resulted  from  the  existence  of  such 
■oeieties.  He  did  not  mean  to  impute  any 
injustice  or  partiality  to  the  noble  Earl, 
who  was  as  incapable  as  any  one  could  be 
of  such  conduct;  but  he  asked  them  to 
look  to  the  facts  of  tho  present  case,  and 
imagine  what  must  have  been  the  feelings 
of  the  Catholics  of  his  neighbourhood,  when 
ihey  saw  the  noble  Enrl  (the  Earl  of  Roden) 

Sppear,  as  he  had  done,  on  the  bench  at  Cas- 
ewellan.  In  these  cases  of  party  riots,  not 
only  had  Catholics  their  houses  wrecked 
and  their  persons  injured;  but  when  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  in  courts  of  law,  they 
Ibnnd  that  they  had  to  depend  upon  the  de- 
cisions of  Orange  juries  and  Orange  magis- 


trates. Catholics  wore  almost  always  con- 
victed, while  an  Orangemen  never  was. 
[  Cries  of  **  No,  no  I "]  Was  it  not  so  at 
Crossgar  ?  Was  it  not  so  at  Ruthneale  ? 
And  was  it  not  the  fact  that  several  Catho- 
lics had  been  held  to  bail  at  Castlewellan 
for  being  concerned  in  an  illegal  assembly, 
while  at  the  very  same  place  informations 
tendered  against  Orangemen  for  a  similar 
oETence  had  been  rejected  ?  Would  peo- 
ple suppose  that  justice  was  administered 
fairly  when  they  saw  the  noble  Earl  act- 
ing as  he  did?  He  (the  Marquess  of 
Clanricarde)  imputed  nothing  whatever  to 
the  noble  Earl  beyond  a  mistake  in  judg- 
ment, and  felt  sure  that  he  was  anxious  to 
act  with  the  utmost  impartiality  and  most 
conscientiously  in  administering  justice  be- 
tween man  and  man;  but  there  were  cases 
in  which  such  mistakes  must  be  visited 
with  reprehension.  He  (the  Marquess  of 
Clanricarde)  hoped,  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart,  that  this  would  be  the  last  time 
there  would  be  a  discussion  in  Parliament 
upon  this  most  odious  subject.  It  was  a 
painful  thing  that  the  Government  should 
be  obliged  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  as  they 
had  introduced  into  Pai'liament,  instead  of 
trusting  to  the  common  law  of  the  countiy. 
He  trusted,  however,  that  a  Bill  would 
put  an  end  to  such  proceedings;  and  he 
was  confident  the  course  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Clarendon)  had 
taken  was  the  only  course  which  could 
have  been  taken  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  law,  and  to  show  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  Ireland  that  justice  in  Ire- 
land would  be  adminbtered  without  par- 
tiality. 

Lord  ABINGER  did  not  consider  that 
there  had  been  shown,  during  the  whole  of 
the  debatQ,  any  reason  why  the  noble  Earl 
had  been  dismissed  from  tho  commission  of 
the  peace.  Lord  Roden  could  not  be  ac- 
countable for  the  attack  upon  the  proces- 
sion— he  was  surely  not  accountable  that 
an  Orange  procession  should  take  place. 
When  he  assented  to  receive  the  deputa- 
tions, he  was  not  aware  that  a  procession 
would  be  formed,  consequently  it  was  for 
something  subsequent  to  the  procession 
that  he  was  dismissed.  It  was  impossible 
for  Lord  Roden  to  receive  information  of 
what  afterwards  occurred.  Punishment 
ought  not  to  be  inflicted  upon  magistrates 
except  upon  proof  of  corruption.  That 
was  a  wholesome  maxim  of  our  civil  law, 
but  there  was  not  even  in  this  case  tho 
allegation  of  such  a  charge.  The  Govern- 
ment were,  in  his  opinion,  using  the  autho- 
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ritj  of  the  Crown  against  the  Crown,  and 
he  did  trust  that  thej  would,  in  a  short 
time,  see  the  justice  of  restoring  the  nohlc 
Earl  to  a  commission  which  he  had  so 
worthily  occupied. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  if  the  nohle 
Lords  opposite  were  satisfied  with  the  is- 
sue of  the  dehate,  and  thought  that  their 
proceedings  were  vindicated,  he,  for  his 
part,  would  he  quite  satisfied  with  its  re- 
sult. With  respect  to  the  shorthand 
writer's  notes,  he  had  heard  their  correct- 
ness questioned  for  the  first  time  that 
night.  He  had  a  great  numher  of  letters 
in  his  pocket,  all  testifying  to  their  ac-' 
curacy.  That  report  was  verified  by  an 
affidavit  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
which  remained  uncontradicted.  He  be- 
lieved it  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Clarendon)  that  the  reporter 
of  the  Netcry  Telegraph  had  not  taken 
notes  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Earl  of  CLARENDON:  Not  on 
the  second  day. 

Lord  STANLEY  had  no  opportunity  of 
knowing  whether  he  had  taken  notes  or 
not,  but  it  was  quite  clear  he  was  present. 
He  could  only  say  that  he  would  not  set 
the  assertion  of  a  rival  newspaper  against 
a  report  verified  by  an  imcontradicted  affi- 
davit in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in 
Dublin,  but  would  set  that  affidavit  against 
an  anonymous  communication. 

The  Earl  of  CLARENDON  said  the 
communication  alluded  to  was  not  anony- 
mous. 

Lord  STANLEY  could  state  that  the 
observations  of  Chief  Justice  Blackbume 
were  not  addressed  to  this  affidavit.  The 
proceedings  against  the  Dublin  Evening 
Post  were  instituted  at  a  late  period,  and 
the  question  arose  why  they  were  not  taken 
sooner.  In  order  to  meet  this  case,  a 
scries  of  articles  published  in  the  Dublin 
Evening  Post  were  put  on  the  file,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  their  continuous 
publication  was  injurious  to  the  prosecutor. 
Clnef  Justice  Blackbume  was  of  opinion 
these  articles  were  insufficient  to  account 
for  the  delay,  and,  on  this  ground,  he  re- 
fused to  make  the  rule  absolute ;  but  to 
show  that  there  was  no  allegation  on  the 
truth  of  the  prosecutor,  it  would  be  suffi- 
ciont  to  state  that  the  rule  was  discharged 
without  costs.  He  felt  it  would  not  be 
nooossary  for  him  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  wlu>lo  ease;  but  he  would  remark 
that  ho  dill  feel  surprised  that  the  noble 
jNIarquesa  opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Clan- 
ricarde)  had  accused  him — ho  thought  he 


might  have  been  asleep  daring  the  early 
part  of  his  address — had  accused  him 
(Lord  Stanley)  of  being  the  advocate  of 
party  processions.  He  who  claimed  to  be 
the  Minister  who  first  introduced  a  Bill  to 
put  such  party  processions  down — be  who 
had  hoped  to  have  passed  the  measure 
quickly  through  the  House — ^he  who  had 
done  something  by  bringing  forward  this 
substantive  Motion,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
question  being  mixed  up  with  the  gteater 
question  of  party  processions — ^he  did  feel 
surprised  that  he  should  be  accused  of 
being  the  champion  and  advocate  of 
Orangemen.  In  1835  he  had  been  most 
anxious  to  dissolve  the  old  body,  and  be 
regretted  the  formation  of  the  new.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the 
discussion,  as  far  as  his  noble  Friend  (the 
Earl  of  Roden  was  concerned.  The  noUe 
Marquess  (the  Marquesss  of  Clanricarde) 
had  inquired  if  sucn  a  discassioa  woold 
havo  taken  place  if  Mr.  Beers,  or  aome 
one  occupying  a  more  insignificant  position 
than  the  noble  Earl  had  been  ^smissed; 
and  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord 
Brougham)  had  said  that  it  would  hamper 
Chancellors  if,  when  a  magistrate  was  ms- 
missed,  it  were  to  be  a  Parliamentary 
question.  Now  he  said,  be  be  bigb,  or  be 
he  low,  be  well  known  or  obscure*  if  op- 
pression or  tyranny  were  exercised  in  the 
dismissal  of  any  magistrate,  be  trusted  the 
time  would  never  come  when  that  magis- 
trate would  find  the  doors  of  Parliament 
closed  against  his  just  complaints.  Hb  noUa 
Friend  had,  during  that  debate,  ampk 
testimony  borne  to  his  station  and  high 
character.  It  was  true  bis  noble  Friend 
had  not  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  for 
what  cause  he  was  dismissed  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace  ;  but  be  bad  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  hearing  that  GoTemment 
which  had  dismissed  him  bearing  tesUmony 
to  his  justice  and  impartiality  aa  a  magis- 
trate; he  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  all  that  could  be  brought  against  him 
was  that  in  this  single  case  he  bad  been 
guilty  of  an  error  of  judgment. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  till  To«morrow. 
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Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  wished  to  ask  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  county  of  Bute,  when  the  Bill  for 
legalising  the  marriage  of  a  widower  with 
his  late  wife's  sister,  which  Bill  he  had 
unhappily  obtained  the  leave  of  the  House 
to  introduce,  would  be  delivered  to  Mem- 
bers ?  That  leave  was  given  on  the  7th 
instant,  and  the  Bill  was  read  the  same 
night;  and  short  as  the  Bill  was—- one  sheet 
only — ^it  had  not  yet  been  printed. 

Mr.  S.  WORTLEY  said,  he  was  re- 
sponsible  for  the  delay,  being  desirous  of 
introducing  a  clause  of  great  importance, 
similar  to  the  one  proposed  last  Session  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  must  now  appeal  to 
the  Speaker.  His  right  hon.  Friend  said, 
in  substance,  that  the  printing  of  the  Bill 
had  been  delayed  because  he  wished  to 
frame  a  clause  in  concurrence  with  the 
views  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Devonport.  He  had  very  great  respect  for 
that  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and  he 
knew  by  experience  the  value  of  his  sup- 
port; but  he  contended  that,  though  any 
Member,  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
House  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  on 
any  subject,  might  take  days,  we^ks,  or 
months  for  the  purpose,  he  could  not,  when 
once  he  had  brought  up  such  Bill,  and 
when  the  House  had  received  and  read  it, 
make  any  alteration  whatever  in  it.  It 
was  no  longer  his  property,  any  more  than 
that  of  any  other  individual  Member,  and 
could  not  be  altered  by  any  one.  The 
House  alone  could  then  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  speaker  said,  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  an  hon.  Member  to  make  any 
other  than  a  clerical  alteration  in  a  Bill 
which  had  once  been  introduced  and  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  S.  WORTLEY  said,  that  the  Bill 
was  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  last 
Session,  and  that  the  alteration  he  had 
made  did  not  affect  the  principle.  He 
should  very  shortly  have  an  opportunity  of 
laying  it  before  the  House. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  hoped  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  would  now  let  the  Bill  be 
printed  and  distributed  as  it  had  been  read 
and  ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed. 

MR.  FEARGUS  O'CONNOR. 
Mr.  F.  O'CONNOR  wished  to  know,  as 
a  grievous  attack  bad  been  made  on  his 
character  in  another  place,  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield,  whether 
any  course  was  open  to  him  by  which  he 


could  bring  the  accusations  before  the 
House,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  defending  himself  from  the  charges 
brought  againdt  him  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  There  is  no  course  I 
know  of  to  enable  the  hon.  Member  to 
bring  the  question  before  the  House. 

DENMARK  AND  PRUSSIA. 

Mr,  G.  SANDARS  begged  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs if  it  were  true  that  the  Danish  Go-* 
vernmcnt  had  refused  to  renew  the  armis- 
tice of  the  10th  July  last;  and  if  so,  whe- 
ther the  noble  Lord  considered,  as  a  natural 
consequence,  that  there  would  be  a  renewal 
of  the  blockade  of  the  Prussian  ports  of 
the  Baltic  and  the  Elbe  ?  He  had  seen  a 
statement  in  the  public  papers,  since  he 
had  placed  his  notice  on  the  Paper,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Danish  Government  had 
consented  to  a  renewal  of  the  armistice  on 
certain  terms.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
that  statement  was  correct;  and  if  it  were, 
whether  the  noble  Lord  would  state  the 
nature  of  the  conditions  upon  which  Den- 
mark had  consented  ? 

Viscount  PALMERSTON  presumed 
the  House  would  remember  that  the  con- 
vention of  armistice  between  Denmark  and 
Prussia  was  to  last  for  six  months,  and 
terminated  in  January  last.  Her  Majes- 
ty *s  Government  proposed  to  the  two  par- 
ties to  continue  that  armistice  for  six 
months  longer.  There  was  objection  made 
to  it  in  the  first  place  on  both  sides;  but 
on  the  16th  of  this  month,  he  received  a 
communication  from  the  Danish  Minister 
here,  transmitting  a  despatch  from  the 
Danish  Government,  intimating  their  wil- 
lingness to  consent  to  the  proposal,  upon 
condition  that  all  the  parties  concerned 
should  concur  in  acknowledging  that  ar- 
mistice, and  that  the  conditions  of  the 
armistice  should  be  faithfully  carried  into 
execution.  There  had  been  differences 
between  the  two  parties  as  to  the  de- 
tailed execution  of  some  of  the  conditions 
of  the  preceding  armistice,  which  differ- 
ences had  never  been  adjusted  up  to  the 
moment  when  it  expired.  The  parties  the 
Danish  Government  required  to  be  con- 
senting to  the  prolongation,  he  apprehend- 
ed, would  be  the  Prussian  Government  and 
the  Central  Power  at  Frankfort.  There 
might  be  some  difficulty,  he  was  apprehen- 
sive, with  respect  to  the  latter;  but  he  had 
instructed  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  at  Ber- 
lin and  Frankfort  to  recommend  the  pro- 
longation of  the  armistice.    Sufficient  time 
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had  not  yet  elapsed  to  enable  him  to  state 
the  determination  of  the  parties;  but  the 
armistice  virtually  continued,  though  the 
specific  period  for  which  it  was  contracted 
had  expired.  Hostilities  could  not  be  re- 
sumed without  six  weeks'  notice;  and  he 
certainly  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
there  was  on  either  side  an  intention,  at 
present  at  least,  so  to  announce  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities.  The  proposal 
to  which  the  Danish  Government  had  con- 
sented, was  for  a  renewal  for  six  months ; 
it  might  perhaps  be  desirable  to  extend 
the  armistice  still  further;  and  he  believed 
the  Danish  Government  would  be  willing 
to  continue  it  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

PUBLIC   BUSINESS. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  moved  that  upon 
every  alternate  Thursday  Orders  of  the 
Day  have  precedence  of  Notices  of  Motion 
on  the  Paper.  There  had  been  a  gradual 
decrease  from  eleven  in  1846,  to  eight  in 
1849,  of  Government  Motions  on  Thurs- 
days. His  opinion  was,  that  the  arrange- 
ment now  proposed  would  be  the  one  most 
convenient  for  the  Ilouse.  The  Amend- 
ment placed  on  the  Paper  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sutherland  would  most  pro- 
bably answer  the  object  of  the  Government, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  so  con- 
venient to  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  upon  Thursday,  the  eleventh  day  of  April 
next,  and  every  alternate  Thursday  following, 
Orders  of  the  Day  have  precedence  of  Notices  of 
Motions." 

Mr,  HUME,  in  the  absence  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sutherland,  would  move  the 
Amendment  of  which  notice  had  been  given. 
Ho  complained  that  the  timo  allotted  to 
individual  Members  was  gradually  cur- 
tailed, and  urged  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  whom  he  represented  on 
that  occasion  was  a  compromise  which  the 
Government  ought  not  to  decline. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  every '  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
*  Thursday  following,  Orders  of  the  Day  have  prc- 
cedenco  of  Notices  of  Motions  ;  hut  that  the  right 
shall  not  he  reserved  to  Ilor  Majesty's  Ministers 
of  i)lacing  Government  Orders  at  the  head  of  the 
list.' " 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  his  only 
object  was  to  get  the  Bills  through  that 
Ilouse  in  time  for  their  careful  considera- 
tion in  tlio  other  House  of  Parliament. 
Thinking  his  Motion  the  best  calculated  to 
effect  that  object,  he  must  oppose  the 
Amendment. 


Mr.  SPOONER  reminded  Ministers 
that  many  measures,  in  the  handi  of  pri- 
vate Members  last  Session,  were  obliged 
to  be  postponed  altogether,  in  consequence 
of  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of 
days  on  which  such  measures  had  pre- 
cedence. He  considered  this  was  an  at- 
tempt to  stifle  the  voice  of  private  Mem- 
bers which  ought  to  be  resisted. 

Mr.  M.  GIBSON  considered  tliat  a 
Thursday  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session 
was  much  better  worth  having  to  a  private 
Member  than  one  at  the  end,  while  the 
latter  was  as  valuable  to  the  Government 
as  the  former,  inasmuch  as  thej  oonld  al- 
ways secure  a  House.  As  one  who  had 
some  interest  in  the  matter — ^for  it  was  his 
duty  occasionaUy  to  trouble  the  Hoose— 
he  was  desirous  that  the  Thursdays  should 
be  continued  to  private  Memhers  as  long 
as  possible  in  the  early  part  of  the  Ses- 
sion, and  that  they  should  be  given  op  to 
the  Government  at  a  more  advanced  pe- 
riod. On  a  recent  occasion  he  had  experi- 
enced the  inconvenience  which  the  lixnited 
number  of  days  now  allotted  to  private 
Members  occasioned,  having  been  obliged 
to  postpone  a  measure  of  some  oonsiSsr- 
able  importance  for  a  month.  He  was  in- 
clined to  support  the  Amendment,  aedng, 
as  he  thought,  a  growing  attempt  to  limit 
the  power  of  independent  Members  in  that 
House. 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  that  the  present 
proposition  was  to  give  every  altemats 
Thursday,  from  the  11th  of  April,  for  Oo- 
vemment  business ;  this  would  give  the 
Thursdays  for  the  first  three  months  of 
the  Session  nearly  to  private  Memben. 
The  Government  were  desirous  of  haviig 
the  extra  day  at  an  eariier  period  than 
heretofore,  in  order  that  they  mi^^t  be 
able  to  send  up  measures  of  importanee  ts 
the  Lords  before  the  end  of  the  Session, 
when  they  were  frequently  thrown  ofcr, 
for  want  of  time  to  consider  them.  It 
should  be  remembered  that,  besides  the 
two  notice  days,  private  Members  had  the 
Wednesdays  for  bringing  forward  any  BiOs 
which  they  had  in  charge;  and,  when  they 
talked  of  Government  days,  he  beliefsa 
there  was  now  a  general  desire,  whidi  Mi- 
nisters were  anxious,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
meet,  that  Government  should  take  chaige 
of  all  measures  of  public  importance,  in- 
stead of  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  inde- 
poiulcnt  Members  ;  therefore,  the  oonntry 
in  general  were  interested  in  affording  them 
facilities  to  bring  forward  their  business  at 
as  early  a  period  in  the  Session  as  possiUs. 
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Mb.  HUME  was  anxious  to  preserve 
those  popular  rights,  in  regard  to  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  Business  of  the 
House,  which  at  present  existed,  and 
thinking  that  the  feeling  of  the  House  was 
in  his  favour  he  would  divide. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  140;  Noes 
38 :  Majority  102. 

Mb.  DISRAELI  looked  upon  Motions  of 
this  sort  as  systematic  attacks  on  the  privi- 
leges of  the  minority,  which  had  always  been 
regarded  as  the  only  hope  of  a  suffering  com- 
munity. He  could  not  understand  why  hon. 
Gentlemen  should  now  so  willingly  and 
shamefully  surrender  privileges  which  had 
ever  heen  their  greatest  boast.  For  his 
oim  part,  he  did  not  consider  either  the 
Motion  or  the  Amendment  entitled  to 
their  approbation  ;  he  protested  altogether 
a«inst  surrendering  the  notice  days,  which 
alone  afforded  to  independent  Members  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  matters  often  in- 
ydying  the  most  important  public  interests, 
and  should  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
against  the  proposed  order. 

LoBD  J.  RUSSELL  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  practice  he  con- 
demned so  strongly  had  existed  since 
1840.  During  the  last  ten  years  the 
Thursdays,  from  a  certain  period  of  the 
Session,  had  been  given  up  to  the  Govern- 
ment; but  by  the  arrangement  now  pro- 
posed, by  beginning  earlier,  and  taking 
only  each  alternate  .Thursday,  probably 
fewer  days  would  be  taken  than  in  former 
years. 

Mb.  HUME  could  only  say,  that  since 
1840  there  had  been  a  greater  arrcar  of 
business  at  the  end  of  each  Session  than 
bad  ever  been  known  before.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  they  were  progressing  year  by 
year  in  making  inroads  on  those  rules  and 
regulations  which  those  who  used  to  be 
looked  upon  as  authorities  had  often  de- 
dared  to  have  been  framed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  people. 

Colonel  SIBTHORP  thought  they  were 
goinff  backward  every  day,  and  all  ho 
oonld  hope  for  was,  that  they  would  soon 
luniTe  at  that  state  when  they  could  not 
get  worse,  for  then  there  would  bo  some 
nope  of  amendment. 

Sm  R.  H.  INGLIS,  not  being  one  of 
ihose  who  were  disposed  to  die  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  concurred  entirely  in  the 
prmKMition  of  the  noble  Lord. 
.     BiR  R.  PEEL  admitted  that  in  the  ab- 


stract two  days  a  week  were  not  too  much 
to  give  to  private  Members,  in  order  that 
they  might  have  the  opportunity  of  Ques- 
tioning the  acts  of  Government,  or  inviting 
consideration  to  great  questions  of  public 
interest  ;  but  he  had  great  difficulty  in 
resisting  the  appeal  of  the  noble  Lord, 
seeing  tbat  for  five  years  in  succession  he 
himself  had  been  compelled  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty  to  ask  the  House  to  give  a 
similar  privilege  to  the  then  Government, 
not  for  their  convenience  merely,  but  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  legislation.  On 
the  whole,  he  thought  the  present  arrange- 
ment an  improvement  upon  that  of  late 
years,  and  that  it  would  tend  to  the  gene- 
ral convenience  for  Ministers  to  begin 
earlier  and  take  every  alternate  Thursday 
rather  than  take  every  Thursday  at  a  later 
period  of  the  Session.  He  was  the  more 
inclined  to  vote  for  the  noble  Lord's  Mo- 
tion from  the  intimation  thrown  out  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary, 
tbat  Government  were  disposed  to  take 
into  their  own  hands  all  measures  of  pub- 
lic importance,  with  the  view  to  legislation. 
That  intimation  was  at  variance  with  the 
doctrine  the  noble  Lord  had  held  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  but  he  was  disposed  to 
think  the  principle  an  excellent  one,  so  far 
as  independent  Members  were  concerned, 
that  the  duty  of  preparing  measures  of 
legislation  should  in  all  cases  of  general 
public  interest  be  undertaken  by  Ministers. 
Main  Question  put : — Ayes  143  ;  Noes 
47  :— Majority  96. 


List  of 

Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Alcock,  T. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Baines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Baring,  II.  B. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Berkeley,  hon.  II.  F. 
Berkeley,  C.  L.  G. 
Bemal,  R. 
Blair,  S. 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Brown,  W. 
Burke,  Sir  T.  J. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Card  well,  E. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
Castlercagh,  Visct. 
Cayley,  E.  S. 
Cbartcris,  hon.  F. 
Clay,  J. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Corbally,  M.  E. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Cubitt,  W. 
Davie,  Sir  U.  R.  F, 


the  Ayes. 

Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Denison,  J.  E. 
Divett,  E. 
Douglas,  Sir  0.  E. 
Drummond,  H. 
Drummond,  U.  U. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Dunne,  Col. 
Du  Tre,  C.  G. 
Ebrington,  Viact. 
EUicc,  rt.  hon.  £. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Enfield,  Visct. 
Farrer,  J. 
Fergus,  J. 

FitzPatrick,  rt.  hn.  J.W. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
French,  F. 

Gladstone,  rt.  hn.  W.E. 
Glyn,  G.  C. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
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Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
Hallyburton,  Lord  J.  F. 
Harris,  R. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hawes,  B. 

Haytcr,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Heneage,  G.  II.  W. 
Hervey,  Lord  A. 
Hoyworth,  L. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Hoiirard,  Lord  £. 
Howard,  hon.  C.  W.  G. 
Humphcry,  Aid. 
Hutt,  W. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jorvis,  Sir  J. 
Keppel,  hon.  G.  T. 
Labouchore,  rt.  hon.  II. 
Laoy,  H.  C. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Lemon,  SirC. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Looh,  J. 

Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Macnaghten,  Sir  £. 
M'Taggart,  Sir  J. 
Meagher,  T. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Martin,  J. 
Mastorman,  J. 
Matheson,  Col. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Molesworth,  SirW. 
Morgan,  0. 
Morison,  Sir  W. 
Morris,  D. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
Norroys,  Lord 
O'Brien,  T. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Ord,  W. 
Pakington,  Sir  J. 

List  of 

Adair,  H.  E. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Boldoro,  H.  G. 
Bouverie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Bremridgc,  R. 
Bright,  J. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Dick,  Q. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Evans,  Sir  Do  L. 
Forbes.  W. 
Fox,  W.  J. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Gore,  W.  0. 
Gwyn,  H. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Hardoastle,  J.  A. 
Hastie,  A. 

Herries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
Hudson,  G. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Lushington,  C. 
McGregor,  J. 


Palmer,  R. 
Palmerston,  Visot. 
Parker,  J. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  F. 

Pendarves,  E.  W.  W. 
Perfect,  R. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 
Portal,  M. 
Power,  Dr. 
Power,  N. 
Pugh,  D. 
Rich,  H. 
Roebuck,  J.  A. 
Romilly,  Sir  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Sandars,  G. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Shell,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of 
Simeon,  J. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smytho,  hon.  G. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Somervillc,  rt.hn.  Sir^W. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Stansfleld,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stuart,  H. 
Thesiger,  Sir  F. 
Thomely,  T. 
Trcla¥ray,  J.  S. 
Villiers,  Visct. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walpole,  S.  II. 
Wellesley,  Lord  C. 
Williamson,  Sir  H. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 
Wood,  W.  P. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
WyvUl,  M. 

TELLERS. 

Tufnell.  H. 
Grey,  R.  W. 

the  Noes. 

Manners,  I^rd  J. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Moflfatt,  G. 
Mowatt,  F. 
Newdegatc,  C.  N. 
O'Connor,  F. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Scholcflcld,  W. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stuart,  Lord  D. 
Sturt,  II.  G. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wawn,J.  T. 
Willcox,  B.  M. 
Wyld,  J. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  J. 
Beresford,  W. 


AUSTRALIAN    COLONIES    GOVERNMENT 

BILL. 

Mr.  hawes  moved  the  Second  Bead- 
ing of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT  said,  he  did  not  propose  to 
offer  such  an  opposition  to  the  Motion  as 
would,  if  carried  out,  defeat  the  purpose 
of  the  measure — his  object  was  rather  to 
obtain  more  certain  information  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  colonists  on  the  subject.  He 
was  anxious  to  improve  the  govemment» 
and  to  extend  liberty  to  the  inhabitants  of 
our  Australian  colonies;  and  he  admitted 
that  no  measure  had  ever  before  emanated 
from  the   Colonial   Office,    conferring    so 
large  an  amount  of  civil  liberty  as  the  pre- 
sent.    But  there  were  constitutional  ques- 
tions in  the  Bill  so  important  that  they 
must  be  considered  before  the  principle 
was  affirmed.  It  certainly  was  the  interest, 
and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  duty,  of  every 
State  to  give  to  its  dependencies  institn- 
tions  similar  to  those  which  it  enjoyed  it- 
self.    That  was  the  best  mode  of  extend- 
ing our  empire,  and  cementing  the  affec- 
tions of  our  colonies  to  us.    Our  connexion 
could  not  long  continue  with  colonies  to 
which  we  gave  institutions  essentially  differ- 
ing from  our  own.  They  were  now  about  to 
give  to  the  colonies  of  Australia  a  new  con- 
stitution;  but  what  he  complained  of  was, 
that  there  was  not  in  that  constitution  a  sin- 
gle feature  in  common  with  our  own.     The 
constitution  they  were  about  to  confer  on  the 
Australian  colonies  assimilated  rather  to  the 
Republican  Government  of  France,  or  the 
federal  form  of  government  prevailing  in 
the  United  States,  than  the  constitution  of 
England.     This  was  the  point  to  which  he 
wished  chiefly  to  draw  attention.     There 
wore  various  questions  involved,  as  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  the  veto,  and  others 
which  were  too  intricate  to  venture  upon  at 
that  stage  of  the  measure,  and  into  whidi 
he  would  not  enter.     The  Bill  before  them 
contemplated  the  existence  of  one  chamber 
in  New  South  Wales  instead  of  two;  and  the 
argument  on  which  this  change  from  our 
own  constitution  was  based,  was  the  wish 
of  the  colonists  themselves.     The  Govern- 
ment stated  their  own  opinion  that  two 
chambers  were  preferable  to  one;  but  they 
surrendered  their  own  opinion  in  deferenoo 
to  the  wishes  of  the  colonists.     But  ho 
maintained  that  no  sufficient  evidence  has 
been  given  that  such  was  really  the  desire 
of  the  people  of  the  colonies.     Now,  let 
the  House  look  at  the  constitution  whieh 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  confer- 
ring on  the  colonies  of  Australia.      One- 
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third  of  the  memhers  of  the  chamher 
would  conBist  of  nominees  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  New  South  Wales,  the  cham- 
ber itself  would  consist  of  36  mem- 
bers; 24  of  those  would  be  elected,  and 
the  remaining  12  would  be  either  officials 
or  nominees  of  the  Crown;  and  the  Bill 
provided  that,  in  the  event  of  the  cham- 
ber being  extended,  these  proportions  were 
to  be  retained.  Now,  in  point  of  fact, 
this  arrangement  would  be  found,  upon 
most  questions,  to  afford  an  actual  ma- 
jority to  the  Government,  because  they 
would  have  one-third  official  persons  always 
present,  and  these  could,  on  most  occa- 
sions, command  a  certain  number  of  votes, 
so  as  to  overwhelm  popular  sentiment. 
Suppose  the  British  House  of  Commons 
to  contain  230  Members,  actual  nominees 
of  the  Government,  holding  their  seats  in 
the  House  according  as  they  voted  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Government  —  that  would 
afford  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  form  of 
representative  government  proposed  for 
our  Australian  colonies.  It  was  said,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  the  original  form  of 
government  given  to  the  colonies  in  ques- 
tion; but  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that 
the  Act  giving  that  form,  which  was  the 
5th  &  6th  of  Victoria,  was  introduced  by 
Lord  Stanley,  and  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons  without  discussion,  and 
passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  after  a 
remark  or  two  from  Lord  Monteagle.  'But 
that  Bill  had  been  given  as  a  step  towards 
more  extended  liberty,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  such  a  measure  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  colony,  was  much  more 
*  likely  to  hamper  the  Government  than  to 
assist  them.  There  was  no  precedent  for 
having  a  single  chamber.  The  custom 
throughout  had  been  to  give  two  chambers 
in  preference  to  one;  and  if  two  had  been 
given  to  the  Cape,  and  two  to  Nova  Scotia, 
how  could  the  House  expect  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  one  in  New  South  Wales 
would  give  satisfaction  to  Australia  ?  More- 
over, it  had  been  admitted  that  rash  legis- 
lation was  more  likely  to  be  prevented  by 
two  chambers  than  by  one;  and  he  could 
give  more  than  one  instance  in  which  very 
disastrous  consequences  had  been  likely  to 
follow  from  the  impetuous  conduct  of  a 
single  Chamber.  He  knew  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  reply,  that  power  was 
given  the  colonists  to  alter  the  constitution 
i£  they  wished;  but  then  the  single  cham- 
ber was  recommended,  whilst  the  colonies 
were  told  that  they  might  adopt  any  other 
form  of  government  they  pleased.     The 


hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield  had 
said  the  other  night  that  jealousy  and 
divisions  were  likely  to  be  excited  by  such 
legislation;  and  he  (Mr.  Scott)  certainly 
feared  that,  if  one  set  of  colonists  were 
thus  excited  against  another  set,  the 
divide  et  impera  policy,  by  which  the 
Colonial  Office  was  enabled  to  manage 
parties  in  the  colonies,  would  create  any- 
thing but  harmony.  The  question  was, 
why  had  Her  Majesty's  Government  aban- 
doned the  form  of  government  they  them- 
selves considered  fit,  and  recommended  the 
single  chamber  ?  He  knew  it  would  be 
said  that  they  had  done  so  in  compliance 
with  the  wish  of  the  colonists,  and  that 
the  papers  heretofore  presented  to  the 
House  would  be  brought  forward  in  proof 
of  the  inclination  of  those  colonists  in  fa- 
vour of  one  chamber.  But,  in  looking  at 
the  papers,  he  asked  whether  any  such 
preference  was  to  be  found  for  one  cham- 
ber over  two,  either  in  the  petitions  con- 
tained in  the  papers,  or  in  the  decisions  of 
the  legislative  council,  or  in  the  represen- 
tations made  to  the  Government  ?  Sir 
William  Denison  was  in  favour  of  two 
chambers  instead  of  one.  Sir  Charles 
Fitzroy  had  given  his  opinion  that  the 
assimilation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
colony  to  that  of  the  older  British  colonies, 
where  distinct  legislative  councils  existed, 
was  extremely  desirable.  The  Legislative 
Council  itself  had  given  the  preference  to 
two  chambers  over  one,  even  though  one 
of  the  two  chambers  should  be  entirely 
composed  of  Government  nominees;  and 
the  petitions  from  the  colony  which  were 
cited  the  other  night,  set  forth  the  admira- 
tion of  the  petitioners  of  two  separate 
chambers.  When  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
which  was  very  similar  to  the  one  now 
proposed,  had  reached  Australia,  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  New  South  Wales  was 
sitting.  It  continued  its  sittings  for  three 
weeks  afterwards;  and  he  was  very  de- 
sirous of  knowing  what  papers  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  since  then  re- 
ceived in  reference  to  the  measure.  If 
they  had  received  any  in  favour  of  the 
single  chamber,  why  were  they  not  pre- 
sented ?  He  thought  this  Bill  had  been 
introduced  without  due  deliberation,  and 
he  was  unwilling  to  go  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  measure  which,  in  its  principle, 
perpetuated,  or  sought  to  perpetuate,  a 
form  of  government  that  prevailed  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  only  had  a  parallel 
in  the  constitution  of  France,  and  in  the 
constitution  originally  given  to  Corsica.  He 
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AUSTRALIAN   COLONIES    GOVEKNIfENT 

BILL. 
Mr.  ha  WES  moved  tbe  Second  BeKl- 
ing  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT  said,  he  did  not  propoBe  to 
offer  Buch  an  opposition  to  the  Motion  m 
would,  if  carried  out,  defeat  the  purpose 
of  the  measure — ^his  ohject  was  rather  to 
ohtain  more  certain  information  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  colonists  on  the  subject.  He 
was  anxious  to  improve  the  goveninient» 
and  to  extend  liberty  to  the  inhabitants  of 
our  Australian  colonies;  and  he  admitted 
that  no  measure  had  ever  before  emanated 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  conferring  so 
large  an  amount  of  civil  liberty  aa  the  pie- 
Bont.  But  there  were  constitutional  qnea- 
tions  in  the  Bill  so  important  that  thej 
must  be  considered  before  the  principle 
was  affirmed.  It  certainly  was  the  interest* 
and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  doty,  of  etery 
State  to  give  to  itt  dependendea  instiCM- 
tions  similar  to  those  which  it  enjoyed  it- 
self. That  was  the  best  mode  of  cxtead- 
ing  our  empire,  and  eenentiag  the  albe- 
lions  of  our  colomes  to  na.  Onr  eoniieziia 
cv^uld  not  long  eondnne  with  caioMce  to 
which  we  gave  insototioBS  wrntially  diAr- 
ir.i:  fmca  ocr  own.  They  were  now  ahoot  to 
i  c-^re  to  the  CiS^xiKi  of  Awtrafia  a  BeveoB- 
•  ststsiSioi:  bm  witai  be  ooBplaiBed  of 
'  tiuit  ibtne  wiks  i»M  in  ^lat  wuiiiniaa  i 
'  r-'<'  fx>&m:Y  ir  coimiDoa  wnh  c«r  owb. 
«'«.'«r.5XTrb.-fr  tMvwiere  abras  to  eoafer  «■  Ae 

I^^'TicVjru:  G-fVYnanemi  «f  FrsBee,  cr  Ae 
TAkKT^k  imL  {£.  gr^vmmcmt  fiwaumg  m 
:>f  V7i^4>£  >'suiea.  taisz  t^  mniiiiaiisM  of 
TTirUiSii  TiuF  was  iiie  ncdni  lo  whickhi 
v-&n^£  raifffr  ir  saw  asawnji 

t'nw  5iuj?r  fc  UK  mnamrcw 

!r  "v  t-'T  >iiua  "^aif*  TRsr:ta£  ictwk 

m.T.    srifcLv    iit5*p   rwT   immuit 

s•.r-*>.-r..^r^H  xft=»r  «"«rx  munuiL  ik 

V     :!iL    T-^^n^  (T  w  rjiuni»&.      BiB  hs 

'.^     «t«r*.^i-    iv  inf  7!nuaiti&.     3Ctqr«  hi 
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third  of  the  memhers  of  the  chamher 
would  conBist  of  nominees  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  New  South  Wales,  the  cham- 
ber itself  would  consist  of  36  mem- 
bers; 24  of  those  would  be  elected,  and 
the  remaining  12  would  he  either  officials 
or  nominees  of  the  Crown;  and  the  Bill 
provided  that,  in  the  event  of  the  cham- 
ber being  extended,  these  proportions  were 
to  be  retained.  Now,  in  point  of  fact, 
this  arrangement  would  be  found,  upon 
most  questions,  to  afford  an  actual  ma- 
jority to  the  Government,  because  they 
would  have  one-third  official  persons  always 
present,  and  these  could,  on  most  occa- 
sions, command  a  certain  number  of  votes, 
so  as  to  overwhelm  popular  sentiment. 
Suppose  the  British  House  of  Commons 
to  contain  230  Members,  actual  nominees 
of  the  Government,  holding  their  seats  in 
the  House  according  as  they  voted  in  fa- 
TDur  of  the  Government  —  that  would 
afford  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  form  of 
representative  government  proposed  for 
our  Australian  colonies.  It  was  said,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  the  original  form  of 
government  given  to  the  colonies  in  ques- 
tion; but  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that 
the  Act  giving  that  form,  which  was  the 
5th  &  6th  of  Victoria,  was  introduced  by 
Lord  Stanley,  and  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons  without  discussion,  and 
passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  after  a 
remark  or  two  from  Lord  Monteagle.  But 
that  Bill  had  been  given  as  a  step  towards 
more  extended  liberty,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  such  a  measure  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  colony,  was  much  more 
likely  to  hamper  the  Government  than  to 
assist  them.  There  was  no  precedent  for 
having  a  single  chamber.  The  custom 
throughout  had  been  to  give  two  chambers 
in  preference  to  one;  and  if  two  had  been 
nven  to  the  Cape,  and  two  to  Nova  Scotia, 
now  could  the  House  expect  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  one  in  New  South  Wales 
would  give  satisfaction  to  Australia  ?  More- 
OYer,  it  had  been  admitted  that  rash  legis- 
lation was  more  likely  to  be  prevented  by 
two  chambers  than  by  one;  and  he  could 
giye  more  than  one  instance  in  which  very 
disastrous  consequences  had  been  likely  to 
fbUow  from  the  impetuous  conduct  of  a 
ringle  Chamber.  He  knew  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  would  reply,  that  power  was 
given  the  colonists  to  alter  the  constitution 
if  they  wished;  but  then  the  single  cham- 
ber was  recommended,  whilst  the  colonies 
were  told  that  they  might  adopt  any  other 
form  of  government  they  pleased.     The 


hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield  had 
said  the  other  night  that  jealousy  and 
divisions  were  likely  to  be  excited  by  such 
legislation;  and  he  (Mr.  Scott)  cei*tainly 
feared  that,  if  one  set  of  colonists  were 
thus  excited  against  another  set,  the 
divide  ei  impera  policy,  by  which  the 
Colonial  Office  was  enabled  to  manage 
parties  in  the  colonies,  would  create  any- 
thing but  harmony.  The  question  was, 
why  had  Her  Majesty's  Government  aban- 
doned the  form  of  government  they  them- 
selves considered  fit,  and  recommended  the 
single  chamber  ?  He  knew  it  would  be 
said  that  they  had  done  so  in  compliance 
with  the  wish  of  the  colonists,  and  that 
the  papers  heretofore  presented  to  the 
House  would  be  brought  forward  in  proof 
of  the  inclination  of  those  colonists  in  fa- 
vour of  one  chamber.  But,  in  looking  at 
the  papers,  he  asked  whether  any  such 
preference  was  to  be  found  for  one  cham- 
ber over  two,  either  in  the  petitions  con- 
tained in  the  papers,  or  in  the  decisions  of 
the  legislative  council,  or  in  the  represen- 
tations made  to  the  Government  ?  Sir 
William  Denison  was  in  favour  of  two 
chambers  instead  of  one.  Sir  Charles 
Fitzroy  had  given  his  opinion  that  the 
assimilation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
colony  to  that  of  the  older  British  colonies, 
where  distinct  legislative  councils  existed, 
was  extremely  desirable.  The  Legislative 
Council  itself  had  given  the  preference  to 
two  chambers  over  one,  even  though  one 
of  the  two  chambers  should  be  entirely 
composed  of  Government  nominees;  and 
the  petitions  from  the  colony  which  were 
cited  the  other  night,  set  forth  the  admira- 
tion of  the  petitioners  of  two  separate 
chambers.  When  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
which  was  very  similar  to  the  one  now 
proposed,  had  reached  Australia,  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  New  South  Wales  was 
sitting.  It  continued  its  sittings  for  three 
weeks  afterwards;  and  he  was  very  de- 
sirous of  knowing  what  papers  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  since  then  re- 
ceived in  reference  to  the  measure.  If 
they  had  received  any  in  favour  of  the 
single  chamber,  why  were  they  not  pre- 
sented ?  He  thought  this  Bill  had  been 
introduced  without  due  deliberation,  and 
he  was  unwilling  to  go  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  measure  which,  in  its  principle, 
perpetuated,  or  sought  to  perpetuate,  a 
form  of  government  that  prevailed  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  only  had  a  parallel 
in  the  constitution  of  France,  and  in  the 
constitution  originally  given  to  Corsica.  He 
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was  for  giving  a  distinct  co-ordinate  chamber 
to  the  colonics  of  Australia,  and  thus  invest- 
ing the  colonists  with  tho  full  benefit  of 
popular  representation.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  South 
Wales  fully  proved  that  its  members  pos- 
sessed talent  and  ability,  and  a  capacity 
for  business,  and  that  many  of  its  most 
prominent  speakers  were  men  of  high 
character;  and,  as  evidence  of  this  fact,  he 
need  only  refer  in  particular  to  Mr.  Went- 
worth  and  others,  who  had  taken  part  in 
moral  and  religious  questions,  and  shown 
their  aptitude  for  taking  the  place  of  inde- 
pendent members.  He  believed  the  double 
chamber  would  elevate  the  tone  of  society, 
exalt  the  morals,  and  conduce  more  than 
anything  else  to  cement  and  attach  Aus- 
tralia to  the  parent  State;  and  with  the 
express  wishes  of  the  colonists  before  the 
House  in  favour  of  the  double  chamber,  he 
thought  hon.  Members  wanted  more  evi- 
dence to  be  laid  on  the  table  before  they 
advanced  the  Bill  now  proposed  another 
stage.  He,  therefore,  moved  as  an  Amend- 
ment that  that  stage  of  the  Bill  be  post- 
poned until  further  papers  on  the  subject 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  would  for- 
bear  from  going  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  because  at  that  stage  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  go  at  any  great  length  into  a 
discussion  of  tho  measure  itself,  but  to  con- 
fine that  discussion  to  the  principle.  He 
apprehended  the  general  principle  was  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  present  legisla- 
ture, so  as  to  enable  the  colonists  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  themselves  which  they 
might  send  to  this  country  for  confirma- 
tion, if  confirmation  to  it  here  should  be 
considered  advisable  and  proper.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  stated  his 
belief  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to 
the  colony  that  we  should  frame  a  consti- 
tution for  it  resembling  that  which  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  had  been  advised  to 
grant  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  of 
having  two  chambers.  He  (Mr.  Labou- 
chore)  presumed  to  doubt  whether  that 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  present  state  of 
tho  colony,  did  actually  represent  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  those  of  whom  he 
was  the  agent  in  this  country,  for,  from  all 
the  means  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
)iad  of  judging  of  their  wishes,  they  were 
quite  contrary  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  just  stated  to  the  House.  The  hon. 
Gbptieman  had  said  that  there  was  no  sup- 
pott  of  the  single  chamber  in  the  papers 
•boodj  Uud  upon  the  table.    He  (Mr.  La- 


bouchore)  admitted  that  there  was  not  ofi- 
dence  in  those  papers  to  show  that  it  was 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  inhabitants 
that  finally  and  permanentlj  the  single 
chamber  would  be  better  than  two  oham- 
bers;  but  it  was  the  almost  aniTorsal  opin- 
ion of  the  inhabitants  that  they  shonld  be 
left  to  their  present  institutions,  with  only 
such  alterations  as  should  enable  them  to 
propose  a  scheme  of  government  for  them- 
selves, rather  than  that  any  constitation 
should  be  sent  out,  cut  and  dry  for  them, 
from  that  House.  This  was  the  sabstance 
of  the  evidence  the  papers  contained.  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  a  very  remarkable  despatch, 
written  by  Sir  Charles  Fitsroj,  whea 
transmitting  a  petition  from  a  large  puUie 
meeting  held  at  Sydney  npon  this  subjeet 
Sir  Charles  said  that  the  petition  had  beoi 
signed  by  upwards  of  3,(}00  persons,  who 
prayed  Her  Majesty  not  to  assent  to  any 
change  in  the  constitution  of  the  eoloay, 
which  should  not  receive  the  assent  of  the 
colonists  at  large — ^that  this  petition  had 
been  signed  by  men  of  all  shadea  of  opin- 
ions— that  public  meetings  for  a  nnular 
purpose  had  been  called  throngfaont  the 
colony — and  that  other  similar  petitions 
were  in  progress  of  signature.  [Mr.  Soon : 
What  is  the  date  of  that  despatch  ?]  The 
2nd  of  February,  1848.  [Mr.  Sooir:  Two 
years  ago.]  The  prayer  of  the  peiitioa 
adopted  at  the  Sydney  meeting,  wis  to 
the  efifect  that  Her  Majesty  would  not  as- 
sent to  any  change  in  the  eonatitution, 
which  should  not  have  receiyed  the  pie- 
vious  sanction  of  the  colonists.  Sir  Ghanes 
Fitzroy  had  sent  over  at  the  same  time  a* 
report  of  the  speeches  made  at  the  pahGe 
meeting,  many  of  which  were  veir  ahk. 
One  of  them  had  been  deliTered  by  Mr. 
Wentworth,  the  gentleman  already  refomd 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  who  de- 
clared that  although  some  difierence  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  formation  of 
another  House,  yet  that  the  only  objectioa 
he  had  to  the  present  council  was,  that  it 
did  not  possess  power  onough-^that  it  wsi 
powerless  for  good,  and  potent  for  otiL 
This  did  not  express  any  distmat  in  the 
Legislature  as  at  present  oonstituted,  or 
any  unwillingness  or  inability  to  frine 
right  and  proper  measures  to  enlai^  its 
powers.  Now,  by  the  Bill  at  present  pro* 
posed,  the  colonists  would  be  left  to  sug- 
gest those  measures  and  that  form  of  go- 
vernment which,  in  their  opinion,  most 
suited  their  position;  and  he  (Ur.  Lahoa- 
chere)  thought  Her  Migeety'a  Hiniiten 
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had  acted  wisely  in  forming  the  measure 
on  such  a  principle.  He  agreed  with  some 
of  the  riews  laid  down  hy  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Memher  for  Southwark  touching  the  ma- 
nagement of  our  colonies;  and  he  thought 
that,  in  matters  of  such  great  concern  as 
those  now  involyed,  it  was  not  asking  too 
much  that  the  Grown  of  England  should 
consider  the  plans  suggested  hy  the  colo- 
nists of  Australia;  and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  Her  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment would  approach  the  task  of  consider- 
ing them  with  a  sincere  desire  to  conciliate 
the  wishes  of  the  parties  immediately  con- 
eemed,  and  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the 
empire  at  large.  The  hon.  Memher  for 
Berwickshire  had  repeated  an  ohscrvation 
made  the  other  night  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Memher  for  the  University  of  Oxford, 
for  he  said  the  remedy  now  proposed  would 
he  imperfect,  inasmuch  as  the  body  to 
whom  the  new  powers  were  to  bo  entrusted, 
would  consist,  one-third  of  them  of  nomi- 
nees of  the  Crown,  and  that  those  nominees 
would  outvote  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  But  there  was  no  just  foundation 
for  the  doubt  thus  expressed.  The  colo- 
nists themselves  had  expressed  no  appre- 
hension that  from  the  mixed  council,  com- 
poied  partly  of  the  nominees  of  the  Crown, 
there  would  not  issue  recommendations 
and  measures  which  would  be  suited  to 
the  community  among  whom  they  lived; 
and,  indeed,  it  was  the  most  idle  of  all  ap- 
prehensions to  suppose  that,  because  there 
existed  these  nominees  of  the  Crown,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  were  to  be 
outvoted.  He  thought  it  a  very  ground- 
leas  and  unfounded  apprehension  to  ima- 
gine that  the  assembly  would  not  work 
well  and  efficiently.  There  had  been  a 
choice  of  difficulties  in  the  question.  If 
two  chambers  were  not  to  be  established, 
then  no  one  would  expect  that  the  single 
chamber  should  be  left  without  any  nomi- 
nation from  the  Crown.  He  would  not 
ipiah  to  live  under,  or  to  see  introduced, 
■nch  a  form  of  government  as  should  ex- 
dade  that  nomination ;  and  though,  as  a 
general  question,  he  quite  preferred  two 
ehcBibers  to  a  single  chamber,  yet,  if  they 
had  a  single  chamber,  there  must  be  a 
counterpoise  in  it.  He  thought  it  most 
desirable  that  the  House  should  confine 
haelf  at  present  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
lecenring  details  for  future  consideration 
when  the  measure  should  have  gone  into 
Committee.  He  had  no  apprehension  that 
it  wovld  not  secure  the  approbation  of  those 
whose  interest  it  was  designed  to  promote. 


So  far  as  could  be  judged  from  the  news- 
papers  published  in  every  part  of  Austra- 
lia, there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  the 
colonists  had  received  it  with  gratitude  and 
satisfaction.  He  hoped  nothing  would  oc- 
cur in  the  House  to  bar  or  interfere  with 
that  harmony  and  goodwill  which  was  now 
subsisting  between  England  and  Australia. 
The  Bill  had  been  prepared  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  promote  the  welfare  tCUd  pros- 
perity of  the  Australian  colonies;  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  the  House  would  assent  to  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  roebuck  said,  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  that  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  measure  the 
House  ought  to  confine  itself  to  a  discus- 
sion of  the  principle,  and  not  enter  upon 
the  details.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said,  that  in  his  opinion  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  give  an  en- 
larged power  to  the  existing  legislature  in 
the  colony  of  Australia.  He  had  stated, 
in  so  many  words,  that  there  being  in  the 
colony  a  certain  form  of  legislature,  the 
powers  were  now  restricted  by  which  the 
parties  might  act,  and  that  the  whole  ob- 
ject and  intent  of  the  Bill  was  to  take  this 
legislature  and  give  them  a  sort  of  unlimit- 
ed power  in  making  constitutions  for  them- 
selves, wbich  constitutions  were  to  come 
home  and  receive  the  assent  of  the  Crown. 
That  was  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  at  once  objected  to  that 
principle.  Remark  how  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wished  to  proceed.  He  wished 
the  House  to  proceed — first,  by  making  le- 
gislative councils  in  a  great  measure  no- 
minated by  the  Crown,  with  hardly  any 
power  from  the  people  in  the  colony,  and 
afterwards,  when  that  was  done,  to  give  to 
these  nominees  of  the  Crown,  or  at  least  a 
large  portion  of  the  nominees,  the  great 
powers  of  legislation  which  that  House  (the 
House  of  Commons)  ought  itself  to  exer- 
cise. He  complained  of  the  Government, 
and  would  complain  of  the  House,  if  it 
were  so  contented  to  divest  itself  of  its 
great  powers  of  legislation,  so  far  as  the 
dependencies  of  the  Crown  were  concern- 
ed; for,  if  it  were  so  contented,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  be  confessing  their  own  igno- 
rance and  weakness,  and  saying  they  were 
not  fit  for  the  government  of  the  colo- 
nics. [Mr.  Hume:  Hear,  hear!]  He  was 
astonished  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Montroso  cheering  this  statement,  as  if  he 
(Mr.  Roebuck)  had  been  saying  something 
which  was  opposed  to  the  liberties  of  the 
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colonies.  What  was  he  objecting  to  ?  He 
was  objecting  to  giving  powers  to  people 
who  did  not  derive  their  will  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  colonies.  He  wanted  the  House 
to  frame  a  legislature,  to  send  that  legisla- 
ture out  to  the  colony,  and  when  it  got 
there  to  plant  at  once  liberal  institutions, 
and  not  to  go  through  all  the  contest  and 
agony  which  would  be  created  by  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill.  He  had  supposed  when 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment came  down  the  other  night,  and  said, 
ho  was  going  to  explain  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  respecting  the  colonies, 
he  thought  the  noble  Lord  was  going  to 
lay  before  the  House  some  large  and  liberal 
policy,  some  well-defined  measure,  some 
well-digested  plan;  whereas  of  all  the  abor- 
tions ever  put  forward  by  an  incompetent 
Administration,  this  Bill  was  that  which 
bore  away  the  palm.  He  defied  any  one 
to  understand  it  without  the  greatest  care, 
attention,  and  even  knowledge.  If  he  took 
into  his  hand  the  Act  of  Parliament  creat- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  Canadas  as 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt,  nobody  would  find 
any  difficulty  in  understanding  that.  It 
was  clear,  defined,  logical.  It  began  by 
defining  the  limits  of  the  colony.  It  created 
the  actual  form  of  the  constitution.  It 
told  us  of  whom  the  various  parts  of  that 
constitution  should  consist.  It  told  us 
more  than  that — what  should  be  the  con- 
stitution of  the  representative  assembly.  It 
told  us  what  should  be  the  franchise  that 
should  elect  the  assembly,  and  in  fact  it 
was  what  it  purported  to  be,  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  colonies.  Now,  what  was  the 
present  Bill  ?  He  was  not  going  to  discuss 
the  details  of  the  measure  as  details,  but 
he  was  discussing  it  as  the  constitution  for 
a  colony;  and  he  would  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the 
way  in  which  it  had  been  framed.  It  be- 
gan by  enumerating,  he  did  not  know  how 
nianv  Acts  of  Parliament,  but  there  were 
between  seven  and  eight  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  did  not  repeal,  it  recited  them. 
He  wanted  to  know  the  meaning  of  that  ? 
If  there  was  no  portion  of  them  repealed, 
why  recite  them  ?  If  they  said  to  the  people 
of  Australia — **  Here  is  vour  constitution.'* 
how  were  they  to  understand  it  ?  At  the 
end  of  the  first  clause,  thev  divided  a  cer- 
tain  colony  and  made  a  now  clause,  and 
then  they  proceeded  to  deal  with  each  se- 
purato  colony  with  reference  to  all  these 
Aets,  80  that  to  understand  any  one  por- 
tion  of  the  Act,  you  must  have  all  the  other 
Acta  in  your  hand — ^you  must  compare  and 


understand  them  inth  the  eye  of  a  lawy^; 
and  none  but  a  lawyer  could  understNid 
them.  That  was  not  the  way  to  draw  op 
a  constitution  for  a  people  of  any  sort.  It 
was  not  like  the  Reform  Bill  broaght  in  by 
the  noble  Lord.  That  was  an  exceedingly 
elaborate  performance.  It  told  us  what 
was  the  constitution  the  various  towns  and 
boroughs  were  to  have  in  order  to  make 
the  House  of  Commons.  Parliament  was 
now  about  to  divest  itself  of  the  power  of 
approval.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Crown 
should  reserve  certain  powers  to  itself.  He 
would  not  deprive  the  Crown  of  that.  He 
could  well  understand  that  the  Crown 
should  preserve  it  through  the  governor; 
but  he  could  not  agree  that  they  ahoald  on 
every  occasion  send  their  legialationy  not 
for  the  approval  of  this  HonBe*  but  of  the 
Colonial  Office.  That  was  not  what  he 
thought  this  House  ought  to  do.  But  he 
asked  what  the  House  ought  to  do  ?  Was 
it  not  clear  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  consider  the  whole  of  our  co- 
lonies that  were  of  the  description  of  the 
Australian  colonies.  New  Zealand  and 
South  Africa,  as  one  set  of  colonies, 
and  at  once  to  prepare  a  legislature  for 
them.  Now,  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  there  had  gone  out  of  the  Colo- 
nial Office  a  ready-made  constitution  for 
South  Africa.  If  the  Colonial  Office  could 
send  out  a  ready-made  constitution  for 
South  Africa,  he  wanted  to  know  why  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might  not 
send  out  a  ready-made  constitution  for  the 
Australian  colonies.  The  hon.  G^entiemaa 
the  Member  for  Benrickshire  objected  to 
one  cut  and  dried  by  Parliament,  and  jet 
he  did  not  object  to  the  cut-and-dried  con- 
stitution that  was  concocted  in  the  Colo- 
nial Office.  He  was  told  that  that  was  a 
really  beneficial  constitution,  and  he  £d 
not  object  that  it  was  cut  and  dried.  Then 
were  five  colonies  in  Australia,  but  theletten 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  quoted,  and  the 
petitions,  all  came  from  Sydney;  and  ho 
told  them  it  was  the  opinion  of  tlieir  legis- 
lature there  that  their  constitution  ahooU 
not  be  altered  without  their  approral.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  foisted  in  the 
word  "  colonist.*'  He  wanted  to  haom 
what  was  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  colo- 
nist.*' The  right  hon.  GenUeman  had 
quoted  declarations  made  at  a  public  meet^ 
ing.  He  knew  what  public  meetings  were. 
They  were  generally  got  up  to  Bcrre  the 
purposes  of  those  who  called  them.    He 
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eould  not  understand  why  the  Goyernment 
should  divest  itself  of  the  power  of  legisla- 
tion. He  hoped  the  House  would  not  so 
divest  itself,  and  when  thq  time  came  he 
should  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
the  suhject.  He  did  not  ohject  to  a  single 
council  if  it  was  to  he  wholly  elective.  He 
did  not  ask  for  it,  and  he  did  not  know  a 
single  colony  that  did  ask  for  it.  But  that 
was  what  their  experience  in  Canada  con- 
vinced them  must  take  place.  He  wanted 
to  know,  when  they  had  had  that  long  ex- 
perience in  Canada,  and  when  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  and  the  nohle  Lord  were 
.  both  convinced  that  the  legislative  council 
chosen  by  the  Crown  was  a  source  of  mis- 
chief, why  they  should  introduce  into  South 
Australia  this  newfangled  doctrine.  He 
did  not  use  the  word  to  bring  it  into  con- 
tempt, or  to  imply  that  he  objected  to  a 
newfangled  doctrine;  but  this  was  altoge- 
ther contrary  to  our  experience.  We  had 
had  nothing  at  all  like  it,  to  have  a  body 
of  people  elected  by  the  colonists,  and  a 
set  of  men  chosen  by  the  Colonial  Office, 
or  by  a  clique  in  the  colony.  Calling  it 
the  act  of  the  Sovereign  did  not  lend  it 
dignity;  it  was  no  more  than  a  means  of 
giving  power  to  a  small  body  of  the  colo- 
nists, a  power  opposed  to  the  opinions  of 
a  large  body  of  the  people.  They  might 
hide  it  as  they  pleased  under  fantastic 
names ;  they  might  call  it  a  single  cham- 
ber ;  they  might  talk  about  the  attributes 
of  this  country,  and  about  connecting  it 
with  this  country.  It  was  no  such  thing; 
it  was  a  mere  device  to  retain  the  power 
in  the  hands  of  a  few.  He  warned  the 
Government  and  all  those  connected  with 
the  colonies,  that  so  sure  as  they  created 
this  body,*  so  sure  did  they  create  a  con- 
stant source  of  discontent  and  quarrel. 
Now  he  should  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  jus- 
tify to  himself,  and  to  the  country,  this 
strange  anomaly.  He  did  not  agree  with 
Uie  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  said  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  colonists.  It  was  the 
opinion  no  doubt  of  those  that  he  quoted; 
for  they  did  not  dislike  the  supposition 
Uien  in  their  minds,  that  there  was  to  be 
no  alteration  without  their  approval.  But 
he  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  if  this  legis- 
lature was  like  that  which  they  were  going 
to  send  out  to  South  Africa  ?  Let  them 
send  out  to  New  South  Wales  such  a  le- 
gislature as  they  were  about  to  send  out 
to  South  Africa,  and  he  should  be  very 
much  mistaken  if  the  people  of  those  colo- 
nies did  not  receive  it  with  great  thank- 
fofaiess.    But  recollect  we  were  not  taking 


a  step  from  which  we  could  go  back.  This 
the  noble  Lord  introduced  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  system.  He  said  the 
colonies  were  about  to  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  connexion  with  England 
through  monopoly,  and,  therefore,  said  the 
noble  Lord,  "  We  are  about  to  begin  a 
new  system;  we  are  laying  the  foundation 
of  a  great  empire."  Therefore,  he  would 
ask  this  House  to  see  how  they  laid  that 
foundation  which  they  could  not  unmake. 
It  was  like  a  building  which  when  once 
the  foundation  was  laid,  it  took  as  much 
trouble  "to  alter  as  to  lay  it.  This  Bill, 
when  it  had  passed  and  gone  out  to  Aus- 
tralia, would  be  a  species  of  charter.  He 
hoped  that  in  time  it  would  work  benefi- 
cially— that  they  would  in  time  have  a 
good  constitution,  but  they  would  have  it 
in  spite  of  this  legislation,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  it ;  whereas  they  would  find  that 
in  South  Africa  they  would  not  have  the 
difficulty  they  would  have  in  these  colonies. 
These  were  their  model  colonies,  and  they 
were  going  to  place  in  that  large  district 
of  the  globe  a  set  of  institutions  which 
were  totally  unfit.  Two  plans  were  brought 
forward.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  colonies,  of  his  own  unbiassed  judg- 
ment, sent  out  one  to  South  Africa,  and 
from  some  strange  caprice  this  other  one 
was  brought  to  the  House  and  called  a 
constitution.  Why,  they  had  left  all  the 
power  in  the  present  assembly;  they  were 
divesting  themselves  of  every  means  of 
legislation,  and  the  only  check  they  had 
was  the  check  of  the  Colonial  Office.  It 
was  a  Bill  for  perpetuating  the  power  of 
the  Colonial  Office.  If  the  House  of 
Commons  was  prepared  to  throw  from 
its  shoulders  all  care  about  the  colo- 
nies, let  it  do  so  boldly  at  once;  but 
do  not  let  us  create  a  dominion  in 
Downing-street,  which  all  the  long  years 
of  our  colonial  experience  had  taught 
to  be  most  mischievous.  Ask  anybody 
what  had  been  the  effect  of  the  Colo- 
nial Office  on  the  destinies  of  America, 
beginning  with  New  England  and  Vir- 
ginia down  to  Canada.  When  the  peo- 
ple of  New  England  were  left  to  them- 
selves they  thrived  and  became  a  great 
people;  and  when  the  Colonial  Office  inter- 
fered, quarrels  took  place,  something  like 
rebellion  was  constantly  breaking  out,  and 
from  one  end  of  New  England  to  the  other 
they  had  constant  discontent,  and  at  last 
the  consummation  of  it  was  the  declaration 
of  independence  in  1776.  Cross  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  they  found  the  same  influ- 
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enccs  exist.  In  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
they  traced  the  power  of  the  Colonial  Of- 
fice for  mischief.  There  they  had  the  no- 
minated legislative  council.  They  had 
themseWes  acknowledged  that  that  nomi- 
nated legislative  council  could  not  he  main- 
tained. And  why  ?  Because  the  growing 
intelligence  of  the  colonists  was  such  that 
they  would  not  put  up  any  longer  with  it. 
The  fault  lay  with  the  Colonial  Office 
rather  than  with  the  Colonial  Minister. 
The  Colonial  Minister  did  not  govern  the 
colonies ;  it  was  the  persons  constantly  in 
the  office — the  men  who  maintained  power 
through  all  changes  of  the  Administration. 
The  Ministry  were  hut  lost  in  their  hands; 
they  wielded  power  according  to  their  own 
will,  and  not  according  to  that  of  the  Min- 
istry; and  this  it  was  that  rendered  this 
Office  the  hane  of  the  colonies.  It  was  liot 
the  really  responsible  Minister  who  go- 
verned; he  was  a  mere  instrument  in  their 
hands.  He  had  seen  ten  or  twelve  changes 
in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Office :  in  one 
Administration  there  were  four  or  ^yc» 
No  sooner  did  a  man  go  in  and  learn 
something,  than  he  was  changed  for  the 
exigencies  of  tho  Administration,  and  thus 
the  power  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  clerks. 
They  were  going  to  do  the  same  with  this 
Bill.  The  consequence  would  be,  they 
would  hold  up  this  Bill  as  they  did  now 
the  great  mistake  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
constitution  of  Canada — namely,  the  nomi- 
nated council,  the  mischief  of  which  was 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Burke  at  the  time,  who 
said  they  could  not  make  an  aristocracy  in 
the  Canadas.  There  were  not  tho  ele- 
ments. Now,  wore  there  the  elements  in 
Australia  ?  Then  why  did  they  retain  this 
anomaly  ?  They  retained  it  under  the  in- 
fluence of  persons  behind  them  who  wished 
to  maintain  power,  and  they  designed  to 
retain  it  by  specious  contrivances.  The 
noble  Lord  had,  on  his  own  judgment,  scut 
out  a  constitution  to  South  Africa,  and  be- 
fore twelve  months  were  over  they  would 
have  a  legislative  council  in  both  the  Ca- 
nadas, in  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  Newfound- 
land ;  in  a  short  time  they  would  have  tlio 
same  demand  from  Australia,  and  they 
would  have  to  retrace  their  steps.  He 
asked  them  to  take  at  once  that  step 
which  they  knew  in  their  hearts  to  be 
right.  lie  saw  the  hen.  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonics  present,  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  prefer  a  charge  against  him,  for 
he,  like  his  noble  superior,  was  a  tool  in 
this  matter.  lie  was  no  more  answerable 
for  it  than  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  was.     Uis 


mind  had  had  noihiog  to  do  with  it;  and 
if  his  hon.  Friend  could  make  it  out  that  it 
was  his  noble  superior's,  then  he  should 
think  so  much. the  worse  of  him.  The 
people  in  Australia  were  exaeilj  the  same 
class  of  people  as  iu  South  Afiiea,  with 
this  exception,  that  in  South  Aiiica  they 
had  two  races — the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish. Some  of  our  own  colonies  had  heen 
penal  colonies;  but  he  helieved  that  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  convicts  rapidly 
changed,  and  that  they  would  find  the  peo^ 
pie  in  New  South  Wales  as  moral  and  as 
well  conducted  as  in  any  country  that  had 
not  been  a  convict  colony.  And  that  heiog 
so,  why  had  they  two  measures  for  the 
same  set  of  people  ?  Would  his  hon.  Friend 
get  up  and  teU  him  that  the  colonies  de- 
sired it  ?  Would  he  tell  him  that  New 
Zealand  desired  it  ?  or  that  Port  Phillip 
desired  it?  No,  he  would  only  tell  him 
that  certain  persons  in  Sydney  desired  it; 
and  upon  that  ground  alone  had  the  hon. 
Gentleman  justified  this  strange  anomaly. 
In  one  colony  he  created  two  chamben* 
both  elected  by  the  people;  and  in  the 
other  he  had  one  chamber,  and  put  into  it 
one-third  who  were  nominees,  not  of  the 
Crown — he  would  not  so  dignify  them — 
but  nominees  of  a  clique.  At  the  presert 
moment  the  great  receptacles  for  oar  emi- 
grant population  were  South  Africa,  Nov 
Zealand,  and  South  Australia.  Thepeo- 
ple  liked  to  go  under  British  law.  There 
was  a  feeling  that  Canada  would  not  re- 
main under  it  long;  he  was  sorrj  for  it;  be 
wished  to  preserve  it.  There  waa  a  feel- 
ing growing  up,  that  in  going  to  Gansds 
they  would  soon  be  under  the  United 
States,  and  would  cease  to  be  Englishmea. 
People  might  call  it  a  prejudice  if  thej 
liked — he  was  glad  there  was  auoh  a  pre- 
judice; hut  Englishmen  would  rather  be 
under  tho  protection  of  England,  aad, 
therefore,  they  preferred  going  to  Austn- 
lia  and  New  Zealand.  They  were  nov 
making  a  constitution  for  Engliahmen,  anl 
he  wanted  to  know  how  bis  hon.  Friend 
and  his  superior  could  justify  themselTes 
to  the  English  people  for  making  sneh  a 
constitution  as  this?  Bocauae  this  wse 
for  ages  yet  to  come,  and  over  a  traei  ef 
land  as  large  as  Europe.  At  this  present 
moment  he  belieyod  that  South  AustraliSt 
taking  one  colony  only,  was  vety  nesr 
as  large  as  France  and  Spain  put  to- 
gether. He  anticipated  the  time  wba 
these  would  bo  great  nations;  and  why 
sliould  they  not,  as  wise  and  prudent 
legislators  for  tho  future,  why  should  tb^ 
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not  laj  the  broad  foundations  of  jnstico 
and  right,  and  not  to  do,  as  they  had  al- 
ways done,  except  in  the  case  of  the  noble 
Lord  sending  out  a  constitution  to  South 
Afrioa,  endeayour  to  presenre  a  power 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  called  the 
power  of  Crown,  but  which  he  (Mr.  Roe- 
baok)  called  the  power  of  a  clique  ?  They 
had  desired  to  do  that,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  that,  they  had  done  all  they  pos- 
sibly could  to  preyent  the  improyement  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  Compare 
the  emigrants  who  went  out  from  England 
to  America,  and  their  success,  with  those 
who  went  out  from  the  United  States 
farther  west,  with  their  success.  It  was 
no  answer  to  say  that  Englishmen  had  the 
Atlantic  to  cross.  It  was  just  as  difficult 
for  the  Americans  to  take  the  land  journey 
and  cross  the  Mississippi,  to  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  as  it  was  for  Englishmen  to 
cross  the  Atlantic.  If  they  compared  the 
colonies  of  the  United  States  with  ours, 
thej  saw  the  real  reason  of  the  rapid  suc- 
cess of  the  one,  and  of  the  deterioration, 
or  rather  slow  success,  of  the  other.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Qoyemment  read  the  other  night  certain 
figures  as  to  the  increase  of  the  Canadas 
and  of  the  United  States.  Let  the  noble 
Lord  compare  the  separate  States;  let  him 
compare  Ohio  with  any  portion  of  our  colo- 
nies; let  him  compare  any  one  of  the  free 
States,  he  did  not  say  the  slaye  States,  with 
cor  oolonies,  and  he  would  see  why  it  was 
that  our  colonies  did  not  show  that  prosperity 
that  the  colonies  of  the  United  States  did. 
There  was  nothing  so  miserable  for  a  traycl- 
]er  as  crossing  the  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  one 
side  he  found  a  people  not  under  a  Colonial 
Office,  but  governing  themselyes.  There 
was  every  improyement,  rapidity  of  transit, 
exertion,  law,  peace,  energy,  success,  ac- 
tiTity,  happiness.  Let  him  cross  the  water, 
and  every  man  was  looking  across  the  At- 
lantic to  know  what  Downing-strcct  should 
saj.  There  was  nothing  of  the  activity  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water.  The  traveller 
asked  himself,  how  is  this  strange  con- 
trast ?  Here  we  have  as  fertile  a  soil,  as 
genial  a  climate,  as  sagacious  a  people,  as 
en  the  other.  So  striking  a  difference 
could  not,  he  observed,  bo  believed  on  the 
wide  globe,  the  difference  being  the  more 
apparent  from  the  identity  of  the  sources 
of  prosperity  on  each  side  of  the  river. 
Go  from  one  canton  in  Switzerland,  from  a 
Protestant  to  a  Catholic  canton,  and  they 
might  find  some  difference,  but  nothing  like 


that  of  which  he  was  now  speaking.  The 
grandeur,  the  magnificence,  the  spirit  of 
commercial  enterprise  on  the  south  border 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  compared  with  the 
crushing,  cruel  misery  of  the  other,  was 
one  of  the  most  painful  spectacles  for  an 
Englishman  to  witness.  J^ow  he  wanted  to 
ask  the  House  not  to  cast  this  mildew  into 
the  other  colonies.  He  entreated  the  House 
to  curb  and  control  that  power  which  it  was 
about  to  continue,  and  not  to  spread  this  ter- 
rible mischief  over  our  colonial 'Htnpire. 

Loud  J.  RUSSELL :  Sir,  I  thmk  I 
never  heard  a  speech  marked  by  so  many 
errors  and  mistakes,  with  regard  to  consti- 
tutional theories,  with  regard  to  history, 
and  with  regard  to  practice,  as  the  speech 
just  delivered  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  He  has  called  to  our  atten- 
tion the  Act  which  was  passed  for  the  se- 
paration of  the  two  provinces  of  Canada; 
but  I  think  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man could  not  have  chosen  a  more  unfor- 
tunate model  than  that  Act  to  ask  us  to 
follow.  Sir,  the  consequence  of  that  Act 
was,  that  the  Government  of  Canada,  being 
divided  into  a  legislative  council  named  by 
the  Governor,  and  into  a  popular  assembly 
named  by  the  people  of  Lower  Canada, 
who  were  pent  up  in  Lower  Canada,  and 
divided  from  Upper  Canada,  there  was, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  the  most  bitter 
dissension  between  the  council  and  the  as- 
sembly; and  at  length  that  constitution 
came  to  an  entire  stop,  owing  to  the  im- 
possibility of  making  the  two  parties  act 
together;  and  the  result  was,  that  even  a 
sufficient  number  to  form  a  House  could  not 
be  collected  in  the  popular  assembly.  And 
that  is  the  model  which  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  wishes  us  to  follow.  [Mr. 
Roebuck  :  It  was  only  for  the  logical  pre- 
cision with  which  the  constitution  was 
drawn  that  he  had  commended  it.]  With 
regard  to  the  logical  form,  if  we  can  pro- 
vide a  measure  calculated  practically  to 
benefit  the  people,  I  think  I  would  give  up 
something  in  point  of  logical  precision  as 
regards  language,  for  the  sake  of  the  sub- 
stantial benefits  of  good  government.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  says,  that  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Bill  various  Acts 
are  recited  and  referred  to.  I  think  that 
this  is  only  a  characteristic  of  this  Bill, 
which  is  common  to  many  other  Bills. 
Nay,  more,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man says  it  requires  care,  attention,  and 
legal  knowledge,  in  order  to  understand 
this  Bill.  Why,  I  don*t  mean  to  say  that 
persons  careless  and  inattentive  will  alto- 
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gotbor  bo  able  to  follow  ibis  Bill.  Some 
caro  and  attention  on  a  Bill  wbicb  is  to 
govern  a  great  colony,  is  surely  not  too 
mucli  to  ask.  With  respect  to  legal  know- 
ledge, I  do  not  think  it  requires  any  more 
than  that  knowledge  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  law  with  \f hich  most  Memhers  of 
this  House  ought  to  be  familiar  on  matters 
of  legislation.  But  then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says,  **  After  all,  why 
is  it  that,  in  the  substance  of  your  Bill, 
you  prefer*  a  legislature  which  is  formed 
of  a  single  body,  instead  of  having  a  le- 
gislature of  two  bodies,  both  of  which 
shall  bo  elected  ?  *'  And  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says,  '*  Surely  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
Australian  colonies.**  lie  says,  in  sub- 
stance, **  Never  mind  what  the  opinion  of 
Australia  is — never  mind  what  is  said  by 
New  South  Wales — never  mind  what  their 
wishes  are — but  form  a  constitution  accord- 
ing to  your  own  notions  of  what  theoreti- 
Cfldly  must  be  right.**  Now,  I  think  that 
is  rather  new  language  from  thoso  who 
bavo  always  asked  us  to  givo  such  a  mode 
of  government  to  the  colonies  as  they  wish 
to  provide  themselves.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says,  "  Take  a  mode 
of  govornmeut  which  shall  be  approved  by 
the  opinions  of  this  House,  and  do  not  take 
any  fanciful  measure  of  our  own.*'  Why, 
this  **  fanciful  measure  of  our  own  **  is,  in 
fact,  the  kind  of  constitution  by  which, 
Bince  IS42,  New  South  Wales  has  been 
governed.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man totally  omits  the  fact  with  which  we 
have  to  deal.  He  seems  to  assert  that  we 
come  forward  with  a  proposition  for  a  le- 
gislature formed  of  a  single  body,  entirely 
of  our  own  invention,  when  we  might  refer 
to  far  better  models  and  other  institutions. 
And  on  this  subject  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  talks  of  tho  Colonial  Office  in 
the  way  that  be  and  others  like  him  talk 
of  the  Crown  in  this  country.  It  is,  in 
fact,  the  power  of  the  Crown  exercised 
through  the  St'cretary  of  State,  which  is 
ihe  only  formal  means  by  which  the  Crown 
CMi  fittitc'iMf  p<>wer.  The  Crown  now  has 
ihe  pf>w<;r,  and  always  has  had,  in  the  colo- 
%l^m  ui  thM  country  which  are  not  govern- 
m1  h^  A  el  of  rarlianieut,  and  where  there 
(  A/>  frtti«r  jitipuUciou^  otherwise  to  bind 
itfi^mu — iho  Crown  ha^  the  power  to 
nUttJi  a  Council  and  an  assembly  as  a 

ht  ^i>v<;rfiiri^   Auch  Ctilonios.      Such 
PMk«v»  iKm  ^t^^r  of  the  Cruwn  without 

fHi^ft\u)l  to  i'^rliAnicnt;  anil  It'  I  do 
wrnksr^Uiid  the  hun.  and  learned 


Gentleman,  he  proposes  to  dispiite  this 
power — ^to   say   that  the   Colonial   Ofiee 
(substituting  the  Colonial    Office  liar  the 
Crown)  should  no  longer  have  this  power, 
but  that  every  constitution  of  n  edoBj 
must  in  the  first  instance  be  settled  1^ 
Parliament.     But  now   as  to   tbe  facts. 
They  are — that  in  1842,  after  n  ooendl 
nominated  by  the  Crown,  with  the  Gorer- 
nor,  had  been  legislating  for  New  Sooth 
Wales,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  intio- 
duced,  which  had  been  a  good  deal  con- 
sidered under  the  former  Government,  bar- 
ing, I  believe,  been  introduced  by  Lord 
Stanley;   and  a  Legislative  Coancil  was 
introduced,  one-third  of  its  members  to  be 
named  by  the  Crown,  and  two-thirds  by 
the  people  of  the  province.     Well,  if  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  said,  *'We 
do  not  approve  of  this   constitntion;  we 
wish  to  have  two  chambers  instead  of  one, 
and  desire  that  that  change  shall  be  made 
by   Parliament;*'    these    representations 
would  be  laid  before  the  House,  and  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council,  to  whom  this 
question  was  referred,  would  have  serionsly 
considered  the  mode  in  which  such  a  consti- 
tution should  be  granted.     Becaoae,  agun, 
when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  talks 
uf  the  Colonial  Office,  he  altogether  in- 
dulges his  fancy  on  this  topic.    The  derici 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  to  whom  he  allndes, 
although  they  do  their  duty  with  grest 
ability,  have  not  to  decide  questions  of  this 
kind,  nor  have  they  to  be  decided  bj  the 
Secretary  of  State.     He  refers  a  qnestioi 
of  this  magnitude  to  the  Committee  of 
Privy  Council.     They  make  their  rmit 
to  the  Govenmient  on  the  subject.     It  it 
considered  by  the  Government,  and  then  a 
measure    is    introduced.      The    coloniiU 
could  not  say  we  have  maturely  considered 
the  question  between  a  l^;ialatiire  con- 
posed  of  a  single  body  and  a  legislature 
composed  of  two  bodies,  but  they  say  that 
we  have  a  legislature  in  which  there  is  a 
large  popular  element,  in  which  two-thirds 
I  of  the  members  are  elected  by  the  people, 
:  and  we  should  not  like  any  change  in  the 
'  principle  of  that  legislature  until  we  have 
'  bad  ourselves  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
1  ing  such  a  proposal.     Now  that  is  all  that 
we  propose  to  adopt.     We  prc^jioae  to  give 
weight  to  the  opinions  of   the  colonists. 
We  say  we  will  listen  to  your  opinions, 
and  we  will  introduce  among  yoa  a  l^is- 
lature  similar  to  tha:  which  yon  have  at 
present,  giving  more  power  to  the  legis-> 
i;iture.  but  maintaining  the  principles  of  its 
'  constitution,  and  tlia:  will  remain  until  joi 
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liave  maturely  coDsidered  a  different  form 
of  representation ;  and  if  you  think  of  fram- 
ing a  better  legislature,  then  that  shall  he 
eonsidered  in  this  country,  and  a  favour- 
able view  will  be  taken  of  your  opinions 
upon  that  subject.  The  Crown  may  give 
its  assent;  but  that  is  the  nature  of  the 
constitution  of  this  country.  In  the  case 
of  South  Australia,  the  Crown  has  pro- 
posed, by  an  Order  in  Council,  to  give  that 
constitution  ;  that  is  a  power  inherent  in 
the  Crown  of  this  country,  and  unless  the 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  proposes  to 
take  away  that  power  from  the  Crown,  it 
will  remain  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try. But  there  are  greater  matters  to 
consider.  What  we  propose  is,  in  the  first 
place — a  point  on  which  the  hon.  and 
teamed  Gentleman  did  not  dwell — to  give 
to  South  Australia  and  to  the  new  pro- 
yince  of  Victoria,  legislative  councils, 
which  they  had  not  before,  Victoria  being 
united  with  New  South  Wales,  and  South 
Australia  having  had  a  representative  con- 
stitution before.  But  if  we  had  to  frame 
•  second  Legislative  Council — ^to  frame 
another  house  as  it  were — for  Australia, 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  Members  of 
this  House  would  frame  at  once  such  a 
provision  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of 
that  second  chamber  as  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  colonists  of  Aus- 
tralia. In  the  Cape,  wo  have  proposed 
that  the  election  shall  be  vested  in  certain 
bodies^  and  among  others  certain  persons 
holding  offices  under  the  governor  of  the 
Cape.  I  do  not  believe  that  similar  offices 
exist  in  Australia;  but  if  they  did  exist, 
it  is  not  clear  to  me  that  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Australia  generally 
would  prefer  such  a  body  of  electors  to 
^e  single  chamber  which  is  now  proposed; 
therefore  we  should  have  the  risk  of  fram- 
ing a  constitution  which  did  not  suit  their 
epinions,  which  did  not  meet  their  wishes, 
or  else  we  should  bo  obliged  to  resort  to  a 
measure  which  should  be  sent  to  Australia, 
and  only  upon  the  return  of  the  reports 
from  that  colony  a  year  hence  should  we 
be  able  to  frame  a  Bill.  Is  it  not  a  more 
rational  and  practical  course — the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  having  framed  a 
report  in  March  last — that  we,  having  in- 
troduced a  Bill  towarxls  the  end  of  the 
Session,  and  that  report  and  Bill  having 
gone  out  to  Australia,  and  having  met 
with  the  assent  and  approbation  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  colonists,  now  pro- 
pose to  carry 'Out  a  measure  founded  on 
(hose  principles,  leaving  it  to  bo  settled 
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hereafter  whether  there  shall  be  any 
changes  in  that  constitution?  The  colo- 
nists might  think  that  the  democratic 
power  would  be  more  likely  to  prevail  in  a 
single  chamber,  two-thirds  of  whose  mem- 
bers were  elected,  than  if  they  had  a 
separate  chamber,  composed  of  persons  of 
greater  property,  or  in  any  way  likely  to 
counteract  the  popular  wishes  of  the  colo- 
nists. For,  supposing  the  single  chamber 
to  consist  of  36  members,  if  the  24  elected 
by  tlie  people,  or  even  less,  voted  one  way, 
the  nominees  of  the  Crown  would  have  no 
power  to  counteract  their  will  ;  but,  sup- 
posing there  to  be  two  chambers,  and  the 
popular  assembly  to  be  unanimous  in  fa- 
vour of  a  particular  measure,  the  other 
chamber  would  have  a  positive  veto  when 
the  measure  came  before  them.  Now  I 
am  not  saying  it  is  not  a  better  thing  to 
have  a  constitution  of  two  chambers,  than 
it  is  to  have  a  constitution  with  one.  I 
think  it  is  a  better  form  of  constitution  to 
have  two.  I  submit  that  we  are  certainly 
pursuing  a  course  which  is  more  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ditferent  opinions  of  the 
colonists  than  that  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  proposes  to  pursue. 
There  are  other  questions  connected  with 
this  subject  which  are  of  no  inconsiderable 
difficulty.  It  is  a  general  principle  of  our 
constitution  to  adhere  to  a  House  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  and  it  is  said  we  should 
have  in  the  colonics  a  governor,  a  council, 
and  an  assembly.  But  when  the  council 
is  to  be  formed,  it  is  desirable  that  that 
council  should  have  a  certain  weight  and 
authority — that  it  should  be  composed  of 
persons  whoso  experience  or  whose  name 
will  carry  with  it  a  certain  degree  of  in- 
fluence when  its  decision  should  come  to 
be  known.  It  is  desirable  also  that  it 
should  act  in  some  manner  as  a  check, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  merely  the  echo 
of  the  popular  representation  which  is  to 
form  the  basis  of  their  power.  Now,  be- 
tween those  two  difficulties  the  task  is  by 
no  means  easy.  In  several  of  our  colo- 
nics the  Legislative  Council  has  had  little 
weight,  because  it  did,  in  fact,  consist  of 
persons  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  who 
had  no  authority,  except  as  being  nomi- 
nated by  the  Crown,  when  they  went  into 
that  assembly.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
persons  forming  the  Legislative  Council 
should  not  be  nominated  merely  because 
they  are  likely  to  agree  with  the  represen- 
tative body,  and  should  be  elected  to  keep 
up  the  harmony  with  the  representative 
portion  of  the  council.     That  is  a  con- 

2K 


995      Auttralian  Cohniei 


{COMMONS} 


GoMiuMMl  JML       M6 


siderablc  evil.  In  an  ancient  society  like 
this,  with  all  the  advantages  of  great 
achievements,  of  great  properties  and  of 
historical  events,  you  would  get  over  the 
difficulties  which  I  have  stated.  In  a 
country  like  the  United  States  of  America, 
consisting  of  a  very  large  population,  where 
you  have  the  means  in  the  different  States 
of  finding  men  of  great  capacity  and  ex- 
perience from  their  youth  in  the  modes  of 
legislation,  you  have  the  means  of  forming 
a  Senate.  A  Senate  formed  of  such  ma- 
terials in  the  United  States  is  uniformly 
respected  in  those  States,  and  throughout 
the  world.  There  the  problem  may  be 
solved  ;  but  it  is  not  easy  at  once,  point- 
ing to  a  given  colony,  to  show  at  the  same 
time  how  two  chambers  may  be  formed 
to  have  authority  and  influence  with  the 
Government.  If  it  can  be  formed,  thev 
should  point  out  to  us  how  it  can  be 
formed,  and  how  those  conditions  can  be 
fulfilled  which  shall  have  all  the  authority 
and  independence  that  may  be  required. 
We  propose,  therefore — and  that  is  the 
general  principle  of  the  Bill — to  continue 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  to  introduce 
into  other  parts  of  Australia,  that  form  of 
constitution  which  was  introduced  by  the 
Act  of  1 846.  We  do  not  imagine  that  we 
are  forming  a  constitution  for  all  time,  but 
we  do  say,  we  are  continuing  a  constitu- 
tion against  which  we  do  not  hear  any  loud 
remonstrance.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, at  the  end  of  his  speech,  pointed 
out  what  was  the  difference  between  Ca- 
nada and  the  United  States,  and  attributed 
to  that  bugbear,  the  Colonial  Office,  all 
that  was  defective  in  Canada,  and  all  that 
contrasted  with  the  freedom  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  know  in  what  respect 
the  United  Provinces  of  Canada  are  not  as 
free  as  the  States.  It  is  true  that  they  do 
not  elect  their  own  governor.  On  the  other 
hand,  with  regard  to  their  tariffs,  and  se- 
veral other  subjects — with  regard  to  the 
duties  on  customs  which  are  imposed — 
they  have  far  greater  liberty  than  the 
United  States  have,  and  are  more  at  li- 
berty to  pursue  their  own  course.  I  be- 
lieve the  dissensions  which  have  prevailed 
in  Canada  for  many  years  have  been  a 
great  obstacle  to  their  progress.  I  believe 
that  the  unfortunate  difference  made  on 
the  suggestion  of  Lord  Granville  between 
Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  was  the  cause 
of  the  slow  proufress  made  by  one  province 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  other  ;  the 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  had  been 
prohibited  by  the  jealousies  and  dissensions 


prevailing  between  the  two  prorinees;  lad 
the  shutting  up  the  French  people  in  one 
province,  and  blowing  the  British  imoe  to 
flow  into  the  other,  hail  been  an  eztremelj 
injurious  course.  Whatever  the  eanie» 
they  have  now  freedom  of  constitation»  ft 
great  increase  of  wealth,  as  shown  by  the 
imports  and  exports,  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation, and  a  prodigious  increase  in  the 
amount  of  property  assessed  in  those  co- 
lonies. What  was  there,  then,  to  prevent 
those  provinces  making  as  great  progress 
— not  as  the  newly-formed  States  beloDff^ 
ing  to  the  United  States,  for  thai  wow 
be  altogether  an  unfair  comparison — ^biit 
as  any  of  the  American  States  whioh  had 
been  settled  an  equal  time  with  that  pro- 
vince ?  If  so,  the  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman's  objection  to  the  interference  of 
the  Crown  was  altogether  misplaced ;  for 
there  was  no  need  of  waiting  for  comma- 
nications  from  Downing-street  with  retpeel 
to  any  measure  which  the  Canadians 
thought  necessary  for  their  own  intemsl 
benefit ;  to  no  such  measure  would  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  a  moment  hentats 
to  give  his  approbation  when  it  was  rs- 
quired.  But  the  greater  part  of  the  ques- 
tions arising  in  the  Canadian  legislatvrs 
were,  in  fact,  settled  by  the  people  of  Cs- 
nada  themselves ;  and  the  Secretaiy  sf 
State  and  the  Colonisl  Office,  of  wludi  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  so  noA 
horror,  said  nothing  at  all,  and  in  no  way 
interfered,  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
whatever  the  colonists  thought  hesft  for 
themselves.  I  look  with  confidence  to  the 
support  of  the  House  to  the  second  reed- 
ing of  this  Bill.  It  has  been  formed  with 
considerable  care,  after  knowing  the  gene- 
ral opinions  entertained  in  "Sew  Sidnth 
Wales,  and  having  gone  out  to  New  Sovdi 
Wales,  it  has  been  approved  of  than.  The 
House  would  do  unwisely  to  throw  away  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  for  the  purpose  of  fmaang 
a  constitution  on  their  own  notions,  whiA 
might  be  found  unpalatable  to  the  people 
of  the  colony.  And,  lastly,  on  the  pna- 
ciple  of  allowing  the  people  to  gofcn 
themselves,  this  Bill  is  more  consoosal 
with  that  principle  than  the  scheme  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  who,  in  stit^ 
ing  the  history  of  the  colony,  and  misre- 
presenting the  constitution  of  this  conntrTf 
sought  to  induce  the  House  to  set  ande 
the  opinion  of  the  colony,  and  to  l^date 
on  some  unsatisfactory  notion  of  his  own. 
Mr.  FREDERICK  PEEL  hoped  he 
would  find  an  apology  for  addressing  the 
House  in  the  importance  of  themeasore 
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then  under  discnsBion.  That  importance 
was  drawn  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
Bill  proposed  not  only  to  establish  political 
institationB  for  five  separate  and  distinct 
eolonies,  sharing  between  them  nearly  all 
the  existing  settlements  in  that  great  tract 
of  country,  Australia,  but  also  to  found  a 
federal  union  between  them  for  the  man- 
agement of  their  inter-colonial  concerns. 
To  the  greater  part  of  the  measure  he  had 
BO  objection  to  offer.  He  approved  of  the 
Mparation  of  Port  Phillip  from  the  colony 
4f  New  South  Wales.  He  thought  it  was 
wise,  in  the  existing  state  of  feeling  in  the 
colonies,  and  jealousy  of  all  interference, 
to  allow  the  legislative  council  in  these 
eolonies  to  alter  by  Act  the  charges  on  the 
Oiril  list,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
governor's  salary,  without  rendering  it  ne- 
cessary that  that  Act  should  be  reserved 
for  the  signification  of  the  Queen's  plea- 
sure before  it  came  into  operation.  He 
thought  it  was  wise,  too,  to  introduce  pro- 
visions for  cancelling  those  corporate  insti- 
totions  imder  the  management  of  district 
councils,  which  had  been  created  by  letters 
(Mitent,  issued  under  the  Constitutional 
Act  of  New  South  Wales,  and  which  had 
excited  discontent,  and  appeared  to  be  un- 
iuited  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  colo- 
nists. But  it  was  what  he  conceived  to  be 
ihe  main  principle  of  the  Bill  which  had 
his  hearty  approval — he  meant  the  recog- 
nition of  popular  representation  as  an  in- 
dispensable element  in  the  form  of  colonial 
government.  His  opposition  was  pointed 
against  the  organisation  of  the  legislative 
essembly.  He  owned  to  a  predilection  in 
favour  of  a  double  chamber.  He  should 
Ukc  to  see  the  legislative  power  shared  by 
two  distinct  and  independent  branches,  each 
exercising  a  control  over  the  other,  and 
each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other's 
proceedings.  His  ideas  and  sentiments  on 
that  subject  were  grounded  not  only  on 

S moral  political  reasoning,  but  also  upon 
e  uniform  sanction  which  experience  had 
flTCn  to  the  conclusions  of  abstract  theory. 
he  policy  of  a  division  in  the  legislative 
body  was  something  more  than  true  only 
in  the  region  of  thought.  History  and  the 
experience  of  this  country  had  made  it  a 
great  practical  truth ;  but  it  was  a  truth 
which  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  de- 
monstrate, because  it  was  admitted  and 
conceded  by  the  noble  Lord  himself,  and, 
he  (Mr.  Peel)  believed,  in  the  report  which 
was  framed  by  the  Committee  of  Council. 
The  noble  Lord  said  he  should  have  pro- 
poced  to  Parliament  the  adoption  of  a 


double  chamber,  but  for  one  consideration, 
and  that  was,  that  the  colonists  had  clearly 
expressed  and  recorded  their  wishes  in  fa- 
vour of  a  single  chamber. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  begged  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon,  he  did  not  say  so. 

Mr«  F.  peel  thought  it  at  all  events 
to  be  so  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  upon  which  this  Bill 
was  acknowledged  to  be  based.  If  that 
was  so,  he  (Mr.  F.  Peel)  approved  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  course  which  had  been 
taken.  He  did  not  think  they  should  be 
justified  in  legislating  on  any  abstract  no- 
tions, or  upon  general  reasoning,  or  even 
upon  the  conclusions  of  historical  experi- 
ence, against  the  expressed  wishes  or  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  colonists. 
But  he  could  not  so  readily  admit  that  the 
colonists  had  expressed  their  wishes  on  this 
matter  in  that  clear  and  unmistakeable 
way  which  would  alone  justify  in  his  mind 
a  deviation  from  tho  usual  type  of  colonial 
governments.  The  opinions  of  the  colonists 
of  New  South  Wales  might  be  collected 
from  four  distinct  sources :  from  them- 
selves, in  their  public  meetings;  from  their 
organ,  the  legislative  council;  from  tho 
executive  council;  and  from  tho  Governor 
of  the  colony.  With  respect  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales, 
so  far  as  they  could  be  collected  from  the 
resolutions  arrived  at  in  their  public  meet- 
ings, he  thought  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  year  1847  that  Lord  Grey  first  com- 
municated in  a  despatch  to  the  Governor 
of  New  South  Wales  his  proposition  for 
remodelling  the  constitution  of  the  colony. 
That  scheme  met  with  great  opposition, 
and  excited  much  discontent.  It  undoubt- 
edly contained  a  proposition  for  dividing 
the  legislative  body  into  two  branches;  but 
it  was  not  against  that  part  of  the  scheme 
that  the  indignation  of  tlie  colonists  was 
directed.  It  was  against  that  portion  of  it 
which  proposed  to  place  the  legislative  coun- 
cil and  the  district  councils  in  the  mutual 
relation  of  representative  and  constituent. 
It  was  to  that  portion  of  it  which  proposed 
to  deprive  the  colonists  of  the  franchise 
they  then  enjoyed,  and  reduce  them  to  tho 
condition  of  mere  primary  electors — to  give 
them  only  a  right  of  electing  the  district 
councillors,  by  whom  again  the  representa- 
tives in  the  legislative  council  were  to  be 
nominated.  He  ventured  to  say  that  in  no 
petition,  contained  in  the  papers  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  tablo  of  the  Housefi' was 
there  any  opinion  expressed  adverse  to  the 
legislative  authority  being  shared  by  two 
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cbambers.  The  burden  of  complaint  in 
every  petition  was  the  attempt  to  deprive 
them  of  their  legislative  franchise;  with 
one  single  exception,  he  thought,  that  was 
so.  If  that  was  the  case  with  the  people, 
80  far  as  their  sentiments  could  be  collected 
from  their  public  meetings,  how  did  the 
matter  stand  with  their  organ — the  legis- 
lative council?  The  legislative  council  was 
not  in  session  when  Lord  Grey's  despatch 
arrived  in  that  colony;  but  no  sooner  did 
the  legislative  council  meet  than  they  re- 
solved themselves  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
a  certain  resolution  upon  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  that  despatch.  The  resolution  was 
put  to  the  vote,  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, and  was  carried  by,  he  believed,  a 
small  majority,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house.  It  was  not,  it  was  true,  reported, 
and  did  not,  therefore,  appear  on  the  re- 
cords of  the  proceedings  of  that  house ; 
but  he  was  justified  in  saying  that  the  le- 
gislative council  came  to  that  resolution 
by  a  majority  in  its  favour.  It  was  re- 
solved— 


**  That  this  council  is  disposed  to  view  &your- 
ably  the  proposition  of  separating  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  nominees  of  the  Crown  from  those 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people." 

With  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the  executive 
council,  he  believed  they  were  unanimously 
in  favour  of  a  division  of  the  legislative 
body — at  least,  they  all  voted  in  favour  of 
that  resolution  which  he  had  read  to  the 
House.  And  with  respect  to  the  opinions 
of  the  governors  of  the  colonies,  justly  en- 
titled to  great  weight,  because  expressed 
in  a  very  unqualified  manner,  he  would 
read  to  the  House  the  opinions  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the 
Governor  of  Van  Diemen's  Land.  The 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  said — 

**  My  own  opinion,  confirmed  by  that  of  the 
most  experienced  and  unprejudiced  persons  who 
liave  watched  the  working  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion of  the  colony  is,  that  the  assimilation  of  the 
constitution  of  this  colony  to  that  of  the  older 
British  colonies,  where  distinct  legislative  bodies 
exist,  would  be  generally  considered  to  be  ex- 
tremely advantageous  to  its  interests." 

With  respect  to  the  Governor  of  Van  Die- 
men's  Land,  he  said — 

"  Without,  therefore,  wishing  or  presuming  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  general  question  of  the 
best  form  of  legislative  body,  I  may  say  that, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  colo- 
nies, I  should  most  strenuously  recommend  the 
adoption  of  a  second  or  upper  chamber." 

So  that  to  whatever  source  of  public  opinion 
be  looked,  be  could  not  say  he  found  any 


opinion  adverse  to  the  dividing  the  legisla- 
tive authority  between  two  bodies ;  and, 
believing  that  that  policy  was  approved  on 
general  reasoning,  and  that  the  truth  of 
that  general  reasoning  had  been  demon- 
strated by  experience,  and  not  finding  either 
in  the  circumstances,  or  character,  or  in 
the  wishes  of  the  colonists,  anything  which 
would  make  him  believe  that  any  form  of 
government  other  than  that  which  had 
been  usually  applied  to  the  colonies  of  thia 
country,  would  be  better  fitted  to  the  people 
of  Australia,  he  could  not  but  think  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  them  that  the  legisla- 
tive authority  should  be  shared  between 
two  bodies.  These  considerations  were,  he 
thought,  equally  applicable  to  the  structure 
of  the  General  Federal  Assembly.  But 
there  was  one  other  consideration  connect* 
ed  with  this  part  of  the  case  to  which  he 
would  briefly  advert.  The  federal  union 
should  represent  the  interests  of  the  States 
as  collective  bodies,  and  the  interests  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  States  as  indivi- 
duals. So  far  as  the  first  class  of  interests 
were  in  question,  each  State  being  as  inde^ 
pendent  and  sovereign  as  another,  should 
have  an  equal  representation  in  the  As- 
sembly; but,  so  far  as  the  second  class  of 
interests  was  concerned,  that  State  which 
was  most  populous  should  have  a  prepon* 
derance  in  the  number  of  its  representa* 
tives.  He  could  not  but  think  that  if  the 
link  of  connexion  which  it  was  proposed  to 
establish  was  to  be  permanent,  it  would  he 
necessary  to  place  a  constitutional  barrier 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  one  State 
against  the  other;  and  that  that  would  he 
best  secured  by  requiring  the  representi^ 
tives  of  the  States  to  sit  in  one  chamber* 
and  the  representatives  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  States  in  another.  Ho  was  obliged 
to  the  House  for  the  attention  with  which 
it  had  listened  to  him.  He  took,  indeed, 
some  interest  in  this  question.  He  believed 
it  was  the  destiny  of  the  people  of  Australia 
to  increase  and  spread  themselves  over  that 
great  continent.  He  believed  that  thej 
had  sown  there  the  germ  of  future  nations, 
and  that  what  was  now  an  unproductiye 
waste,  would  be,  at  no  distant  day,  the  site 
of  thriving  communities.  And  being  firmly 
persuaded  that  the  form  of  colonial  govern- 
ment would  exercise  a  very  powerful  infln« 
cnce  upon  the  maturity  of  that  country, 
which  was  now  in  its  infancy,  he  did  hope 
the  House  would  stamp  on  that  form  of  go- 
vernment the  impress  of  the  British  consti- 
tution, and  would  enable  the  colonists  to 
enter  upon  that  career  which  lay  pp^n  be* 
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fore  th^m  with  all  the  advantages  in  the 
way  of  political  institutions  which  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  mother  country  to  con- 
fer on  them. 

Sir  W.  moles  worth  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  it  would  be  wise  policy 
on  the  part  of  this  House  unanimously  to 
assent  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and  to 
show  to  the  Australian  colonies  that  they 
were  anxious  as  speedily  as  possible  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  representative  govern- 
ment. Therefore,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  better  to  offer  no  opposition  to  the  first 
stages  of  this  Bill,  but  that  all  questions 
concerning  the  form  of  government,  and 
the  powers  to  be  delegated  to  the  colonial 
Authorities,  should  be  carefully  considered 
in  Committee.  He  thought,  however,  if 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  was  not  too  much 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  and  the  noble  Lord  should 
consent  to  give,  full  opportunity  to  discuss 
the  details  of  this  measure,  and  to  propose 
amendments  to  it.  Did  the  noble  Lord 
assent  to  this  ?  If  so,  it  appeared  to  him 
(Sir  W.  Molesworth)  that  before  the  Bill  is 
discussed  in  Committee,  tho  noble  Lord 
should  alter  its  shape  and  form.  For  in  its 
present  form  many  of  the  most  important 

aaestions  with  regard  to  the  government  of 
be  Australian  colonies  could  not  be  directly 
nused  upon  the  clauses  of  this  Bill,  but 
only  indirectly  by  reference  to  the  clauses 
of  a  former  statute  upon  which  this  Bill  was 
founded.  The  noble  Lord's  Bill  was  found- 
ed upon  the  constitutional  act  of  New 
South  Wales,  5  &  6  Vict.,  c.  76.  The 
Bill  first  repealed  one  portion  of  the  Act, 
then  continued  another  portion  of  it,  then 
altered  and  amended  a  third  portion  of  it, 
then  added  several  new  clauses,  and  then 
applied  this  statute,  so  altered  and  amcnd- 
ea,  so  curtailed  and  augmented,  to  the  se- 
parated colonies  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  and  to  all  the  other  Australian 
colonies.  Certainly,  in  its  present  shape 
snd  form,  it  was  a  confused  Bill.  It  was 
not  possible  for  an  hon.  Gentleman  to  un- 
derstand it,  unless  he  had  previously  almost 
learnt  by  heart  the  Constitutional  Act  of 
New  South  Wales.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  he  began  by  reading  the  Constitutional 
Act»  he  could  not  tell  what  portion  of  it  was 
to  continue  to  be  law  till  he  had  carefully 
studied  the  Bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  There- 
fore, if  an  hon.  Member  wished  to  make 
liimself  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the 
noble  Lord's  measure,  he  must  go  back- 
wards and  forwards  from  the  Bill  to  the 
Constitutional  Act,  and  from  the  Constitu- 


tional Act  to  the  Bill.     For  instance,  sup- 
pose an  hon.  Member  wished  to  ascertain 
what  were  to  be  the  powers   of  district 
councils,  he  would  not  find  them  in  this 
Bill,   but  he   would  find   sundry  clauses 
which  would  refer  him  to  the  Constitutional 
Act ;  in  that  Act  he  would  discover  nume- 
rous clauses  about  district  councils,  one  of 
which  would  appear  to  him  to  be  utter  non- 
sense, and  then  he  would  have  to  return  to 
the  noble  Lord's  Bill  to  ascertain  whether 
that  incomprehensible  clause  was  or  was 
not  to  be  repealed.  Again,  suppose  an  hon. 
Member  wished  to  ascertain  what  is  to  be 
the  elective  franchise  in  the  colony,  say  of 
Van  Diemeu's  Land.     He  would  not  find 
it  in  this  Bill.    He  would  find  in  Clause  6, 
that  the  present  legislature  of  Van  Die- 
men's   Land   '*  may  reduce  the  minimum 
value  of  land  required  to  confer  the  right 
of  voting."     He  would  then  naturally  ask 
where  was  the  amount  of  this  minimum 
value  to  be  found  ?  and  the  clause  would 
answer,  in  provisions  not  specifically  con- 
tained in  this  BilK  but  **  hereinafter  by  re- 
ference contained  "  in  it.     He  would  then 
proceed  to  search  for  these  **  hereinafter 
by   reference   contained   provisions,"   and 
would  find  in  Clause  11  that  this  expression 
meant  certain  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the 
sixth  year  of  Her  Majesty,  as  altered  and 
amended  by  an  Act  of  the  eighth  year  of 
Her  Majesty,  and  after  having  carefully 
read   through  both  of  these  statutes,   he 
would  arrive  at  this  result,  which  might  be 
stated  in  a  few  words — namely,  that  the 
legislature  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  may  fix 
the  minimum  value  of  land  required  to  con- 
fer the  right  of  voting  at  any  sum  not  e  - 
ceeding  200^.  It  would  be  easy  to  multiply 
instances  of  this  kind.     But  his  chief  ob- 
jection to  this  Bill  was,  that  it  would  not 
offer  fair  opportunity  to  discuss  some  of  the 
most   important  questions  of  colonial  go- 
vernment.    Neither  the   question  of  the 
amount  of  the  franchise,  nor  of  the  amoimt 
of  the  property  qualification  of  members, 
nor  of  the  duration  of  colonial  parliaments, 
nor  of  the  power  of  the  governor  to  reserve 
bills,  nor  of  the  power  of  the  Colonial  Office 
to  instruct  the  governor,  nor  of  the  power 
of  the  Colonial  Office  to  disallow  Bills — not 
one  of  these  important  questions  would  be 
directly   raised  by  this  Bill,  but  only  in- 
directly, in  the  11th  clause,  by  reference  to 
the  Constitutional  Act  of  New  South  Wales. 
Consequently  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  on  these 
questions.     Therefore,  if  the  noble  Lord 
bo  willing  that  hon.  Members  should  hare 
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a  fair  opportunity  to  discuss  the  details  of 
his  measure,  and  to  offer  amendments  to 
it,  he  should  consent  to  alter  the  shape  of 
his  Bill ;  he  should  consent  to  consolidate 
it  with  the  Constitutional  Act  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  the  two  short  Acts 
which  amend  and  explain  the  Constitu- 
tional Act — ^that  is,  the  nohle  Lord  should 
propose  to  repeal  those  three  Acts,  and 
should  introduce  into  his  Bill  clauses  re- 
enacting  in  full  such  portions  of  those  Acts 
as  the  noble  Lord  wishes  to  have  re-en- 
acted. Then,  all  questions  with  regard  to 
the  form  of  government,  with  regard  to 
the  powers  to  he  reserved  to  the  Colonial 
Office,  or  to  he  delegated  to  the  colonies, 
would  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  in  a  clear  and  distinct 
manner,  and  each  question,  as  it  would 
arise,  would  be  discussed  and  easily  settled. 
The  convenience  of  such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  self-evident.  It  might,  how- 
ever, be  said,  that  such  an  alteration  in 
the  form  of  the  Bill  would  cause  delay  in 
going  into  Committee:  but  he  thought  it 
need  not  do  so;  for  he  believed,  in  one 
day,  with  the  aid  of  a  learned  gentleman 
skilled  in  drawing  bills,  the  alteration  pro- 
posed by  him  in  the  shape  of  this  Bill 
might  be  easily  made.  Then  they  should 
have  a  Bill  which  could  easily  be  under- 
stood and  discussed,  and,  if  it  were  passed, 
would  not,  on  account  of  its  form,  be  an 
opprobrium  to  their  legislation ;  for  if  it 
became  law  in  its  present  shape,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Australian  colonies  would 
not  bo  contained  in  this  Bill,  but  might 
be  described  as  being  contained  in  an  Act 
of  the  lOth  year  of  Her  Majesty,  for 
the  Government  of  the  obsolete  colony  of 
New  South  Wales,  as  cleared  of  doubts  by 
an  Act  of  the  8th  year  of  Her  Majesty, 
as  amended  and  explained  by  another  Act 
of  the  same  year,  as  partly  repealed  and 
partly  amended,  augmented,  and  applied 
to  all  the  Australian  colonies  by  an  Act  of 
the  14th  year  of  Her  Majesty.  He  asked 
the  noble  Lord  to  consider  this  subject.  He 
did  not  ask  him  to  make  any  alterations  in 
the  details  of  this  measure,  but  merely  in 
its  form,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
fair  opportunity  to  discuss  the  details  in 
Committee,  and  to  propose  amendments. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  stated  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was,  that  the  Austra- 
lian colonies  should  have  power  to  frame 
their  own  constitution  in  the  manner  they 
thought  best.  He  (Sir  W.  Molesworth] 
completely  agreed  in  that  principle.     The 


real  question  for  the  House  to  deeide  w«.» 
not  what  was  theoretically  the  best  fomi 
of  government,  but  what  was  the  form  of 
government  with  which  the  colonies  wonld 
be  best  satisfied.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
they  did  not  possess  that  intimate  acquanir 
ance  with  the  affairs  of  the  colonies  which 
would  enable  them  to  judge  what  was  the 
form  of  government  best  suited  to  their 
wants  and  interest;  and  if  they  let  the 
colonists  frame  their  constitution  in  the 
manner  they  thought  best,  they  woiiU 
have  themselves  to  blame,  and  no  one  elsey 
if  it  proved  unsatisfactory.  Though  he 
agreed  in  the  proposition  which  had  bees 
so  clearly  laid  down  by  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  <^ 
Trade,  and  agreed  also  in  the  observationi 
of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go* 
vemment,  he  was  very  far  from  agreeing 
with  them  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  his 
measure.  Let  him,  by  this  Bill,  enact  thai 
the  governor  of  each  colony  should,  in  m 
certain  period  of  time,  convene  a  consti* 
tuent  assembly  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  colony,  and  delegate  to  that  consti* 
tuent  assembly  the  power  to  f^ame  their 
own  constitution,  limiting  that  power  after* 
wards  to  whatever  extent  he  tnought  pro* 
per.  That  was  the  mode  and  manner  i» 
carry  out  the  principle  of  this  measure. 
The  more  he  considered  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill,  the  more  certain  he  felt  that  it  would 
fail  to  give  permanent  satisfaction  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Australian  colonies.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  certain  new  re- 
solutions which  Mr.  Lowe,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  legislative  council  of  Neir 
South  Wales,  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move  on  the  14th  of  August  last.  [An 
Hon.  Member:  They  were  withdrawn.] 
They  were  withdrawn ;  but  Mr.  Lowe  said 
they  were  so  withdrawn,  not  because  he  or 
his  friends  had  changed  their  opinion,  bat 
for  other  reasons.  The  fact  was,  that  in- 
telligence having  been  received  from  Oa« 
nada  of  the  disorders  there,  the  spirit  of 
loyalty,  which  he  was  proud  to  say  at  pre* 
sent  exists  in  New  South  Wales,  induced 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Lowe  to  advise  him  not 
then  to  bring  forward  the  matter,  lest  it 
should  embarrass  the  Government.  These 
resolutions  were  to  the  effect  that  no  form 
of  constitution  for  the  colony  of  Now 
South  Wales  would  be  acceptable,  per- 
manent, or  beneficial,  which  did  not  em- 
body the  following  requisites: — 
"  1.  An  ezplioit  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
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•oloaitU  of  New  South  Wales  to  hare  their  go< 
mrnnent  admiiiistered  by  persons  responsible  to 
Ibeir  representatiyes.  2.  A  government  remoT- 
able  by  the  yote  of  the  colonial  legislature,  and  in- 
vetted  with  all  colonial  patronage.  3.  An  elec- 
tive anembly,  in  which  no  person  nominated  by 
tte  Grown  shall  hare  a  seat.  4.  The  placing  the 
mm  of  81,0002.,  contained  in  the  schedules  A,  B, 
and  C,  appended  to  the  Act  5  and  6  Victoria,  c. 
76,  together  with  expenses  of  the  customs  depart- 
ment, at  the  disposal  of  such  assembly.  5.  The 
npeal  of  the  Act  5  and  6  Victoria,  c.  76,  and  the 
tmnifer  to  the  local  government  and  legislature 
of  the  management  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  co- 
lony and  the  revenue  derived  from  them." 

And  if  these  concessions  were  made,  Mr. 
Jjowe  proposed  also  to  move,  that — 

"  In  consideration  of  them  the  colony  of  New 
Sonth  Wales  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  such 
BUlitary  force  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly,  might  be  necessary  for  its  protection 
in  time  of  peace." 

Kow  the  Bill  of  the  nohle  Lord  did  not 
Mntain  any  one  of  those  conditions  without 
which  Mr.  Lowe  said  that  no  form  of  con- 
stitution would  give  permanent  satisfaction 
to  the  colonists  of  New  South  Wales.  He 
WM  persuaded  that  Mr.  Lowe's  assertion 
would  prove  true  with  regard  to  all  the 
Australian  colonies,  and  that  no  assembly 
would  he  acceptable  to  those  colonies  which 
should  contain  members  nominated  by  the 
Crown.  Of  still  greater  importance  was 
the  question  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised 
bj  the  Colonial  Office.  He  was  convinced 
Ihst  if  we  wish  to  frame  a  measure  which 
should  remove  the  great  and  fundamental 
eauses  of  colonial  discontent,  we  must  de- 
prive the  Colonial  Office  of  its  present 
power  of  interfering  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  colonies.  A  good  illustration  of  the 
present  vexatious  power  of  the  Colonial 
Office  had  been  lately  brought  under  his 
BOtice,  which  he  would  mention  to  the 
House.  For  some  time  the  inhabitants  of 
Sydney,  a  city  of  some  fifty  thousand  souls, 
have  been  complaining  of  the  practice  of 
slaughtering  beasts  within  the  precincts  of 
that  city — a  practice  which,  in  that  warm 
dimate,  they  consider  to  be  an  abominable 
nuisance,  and  injurious  to  their  health. 
Thej  were,  therefore,  anxious  that  the 
slaughter-houses  should  be  removed;  and  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1848,  a  select  committee 
of  the  legislative  council  recommended  that 
the  slaughter-houses  should  be  removed  to  a 
place  called  Globe  Island,  and  that  to  pay 
TOT  their  removal  certain  lands  upon  which 
a  cattle  market  stood  should  be  sold.  Now 
it  appears  from  the  Sydney  Herald,  of  the 
28^0  of  September,  1849,  that  up  to  that 
date  tlia  nuisance  of  the  slaughter-houses 


had  not  been  abated,  and  would  not  he 
abated  for  at  least  a  year  more;  because, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  colonial 
secretary  of  New  South  Wales,  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 
lonies must  be  obtained  before  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  could  be  at- 
tended to;  and  with  the  utmost  despatch 
that  sanction  could  scarcely  be  obtained  in 
less  than  a  year.     Thus,  for  more  than 
two  years,  a  city  of  50,000  inhabitants,  in 
a  semi-tropical  climate,  will  be  exposed  to 
the  fevers  and  other  disorders  arising  from 
the  putrefaction  of  animal  matter,  because 
it  could  not  sell  or  buy  a  plot  of  land  with- 
out the  consent  of  functionaries  at  their 
antipodes.      They  might  be  assured  that 
every  noxious  odour  that  arose  from  the 
slaughter-houses  of  Sydney  was  a  germ  of 
hatred  to  the  Colonial  Government.    Now, 
was  it  necessary  for   the  interest  of  the 
whole  empire  that  the  Colonial  Office  should 
retain   powers   of  this  description?      He 
maintained  it  was  not;  and  that  as  long  as 
the  Colonial  Office  had  an  arbitrary  power 
of  interfering  in  the  local  affairs  or  the  co- 
lonies, there  would  be  perpetual  discord 
between  the  colonies  and  the  Colonial  Of- 
fice.     The   only  mode   of  removing  this 
cause  of  discord  was  by  strictly  limiting 
the  power  of  the  Colonial  Office  to  ques- 
tions   affecting    imperial    interests.      He 
knew  some  hon.  Members  would  exclaim, 
**  If  we  deprive  the  Colonial  Office  of  its 
power,  what  will  remain  ?  what  will  become 
of  the  connexion  between  the  colonies  and 
this  country — the  colonics  will  be  separated 
from  the  empire?"     Now,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  in  the  minds  of  some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen there  were  grave  errors  and  a  great 
confusion  of  ideas  on  the  subject  of  what 
constitutes,  and  ought  to  constitute,  the 
connexion  between  the  colonies  and  this 
country.     From  old  associations  and  an- 
cient prejudices,  some  of  them  were  apt  to 
look  upon  the  colonies  as  subject  commu- 
nities— that  is,  as  communities  subject  to 
the  British  communities;  therefore  to  look 
upon  themselves  as  kings,  and  the  colonists 
as  subjects,  and  to  consider  that  the  con- 
nexion between  the  colonies  and  this  coun- 
try consisted  in  dominion  on  our  part,  and 
subjection    on    theirs.      Therefore    they 
thought,   to  preserve  that  connexion,   it 
was   necessary  to  rest   that  dominion  in 
some  department  of  the  State;  in  short, 
that  the  power  of  the  Colonial  Office  bound 
the  colonies  to  this  country,  and  that  the 
Colonial  Office  was  the  connecting  link, 
which  would  be  broken  asunder  if  die  Co* 
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lonial  Office  were  to  be  deprived  of  its  pre- 
sent power.  He  maintained  a  diametri- 
call  J  opposite  doctrine — that  the  Colonial 
Office  was  the  institution  which  tended  to 
alienate  the  colonies  from  this  country  ; 
that  in  proportion  as  the  power  of  the 
Colonial  Office  was  curtailed,  the  union 
between  the  colonies  and  this  country  would 
be  strengthened,  for  with  the  destruction 
of  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Colonial  Office 
the  colonists  would  cease  to  he  subjects  of 
that  office,  and  would  become  true  citizens 
of  the  empire.  They  ought  to  look  upon 
their  colonies,  properly  so  called,  as  in- 
tegral portions  of  the  British  empire,  in- 
habited by  men  who  ought  to  enjoy  in 
their  own  localities  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
Tilcgcs  that  Englishmen  do  in  England. 
Now,  the  colonists  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  management  of  local  affairs  in 
Great  Britain,  and  they  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  management  of  the  local  af- 
fairs of  the  colonies.  They  were  entitled 
to  reserve  to  themselves  the  management 
of  the  common  concerns  of  the  empire,  be- 
cause imperial  power  must  be  located 
somewhere  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
unity  of  the  empire.  And  here  he  must 
■ay  that  it  would  tend  much  to  consolidate 
the  empire  if  they  could  admit  into  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  representatives  from  the 
colonies.  That  was  a  subject  well  worthy 
the  consideration  of  statesmen. 

Mr.  ANSTEY  considered  that,  in  dis- 
cussing this  question,  they  should  not  refer 
to  the  opinions  of  governors,  but  should 
refer  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  public 
meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  only  Australian  colony  in  which 
this  experiment  had  been  tried.  That  opin- 
ion was  unequivocally  spoken  against  a 
single  chamber  composed  in  part  of  elected 
representatives,  and  in  part  of  nominees  of 
the  Crown.  The  last  papers  from  that  co- 
lony brought  an  account  of  public  com- 
plaints of  the  attempt  to  reintroduce  into 
that  colony  British  convicts;  and  Mr.  Lowe, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  subject,  declared, 
amidst  the  applause  of  the  thousands  that 
surrounded  him,  that  no  confidence  could 
be  placed  in  the  Legislative  Council  so 
long  as  one  single  Crown  nominee  was  al- 
lowed to  sit  in  it;  and  he  said  the  nominees 
of  the  Crown  were  so  despised  by  their 
brother  members,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
get  for  them  a  fair  share  of  the  courtesy 
of  the  bouse.  The  experiment  had  been 
triedt  and  he  must  say  it  had  resulted  in  a 
■onie  nnfavourable  to  renewal  of  that  ex- 
periment; yet  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 


of  the  Government  now  proposed  to  extend 
the  same  plan  to  all  the  colonies  in  Anstr*- 
lasia.  He  would  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord 
that  he  should  leave  to  the  proTisional  coon- 
cils,  which  were  more  likely  to  be  hiued 
in  favour  of  the  Crown  than  of  the  demo- 
cratic element,  the  power  he  proposed  to 
give  them,  but  without  control.  He  might 
be  sure  they  would  not  use  it  in  a  sense  too 
favourable  to  the  people,  and  thai  they 
would  make  the  franchise  high  enough. 
For  his  own  part,  he  should  naye  much 
greater  confidence  in  the  decision  of  an 
aristocratic  assembly  so  constituted,  than 
in  the  decision  of  an  assembly  composed  of 
popular  representatives  and  nominees  of 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  mangles  gave  his  yeiy  ecxdial 
support  to  the  measure  brought  forward 
by  the  Government,  because  he  was  peN 
suaded  they  had  a  sincere  intention  to  give 
free  institutions  to  those  colonies  that  are 
in  a  proper  state  to  receive  them;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  could  not  conceal  from 
himself  the  fact  that  they  had  made  a 
great  and  serious  mistake  in  the  measure 
they  proposed,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the 
constitutional  chambers,  and  he  believed 
the  reasons  they  gave  in  support  of  thtt 
proposition  were  founded  on  a  serious  fd- 
lacy.  It  was  said  that  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  had  given  their  sanction  to 
one  chamber;  but  his  opinion  was,  that 
they  never  had  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  selection,  or  thought  that  two  elected 
chambers  were  attainable.  Would  they  be 
satisfied  when  they  heard  that  two  cham- 
bers were  given  to  South  Africa  ?  He  wai 
sure  they  would  most  willingly  accept  a 
similar  constitution.  He  thought  there 
was  a  great  fallacy  running  through  all 
the  analogies  that  had  been  drawn  in  re- 
ference to  this  measure.  It  was  assumed 
that  the  House  of  Lords  were  the  nominees 
of  the  Crown.  They  might  have  been  at 
some  remote  period  nominees  of  the  Grown, 
but  they  were  now  no  more  nominees  of 
the  Crown  than  any  other  Gentlemen 
around  him.  And  in  what  a  different 
situation  they  stood  from  the  gentlemen 
nominated  by  the  Governor  of  Australia  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  who  held  their 
offices  for  five  years  only,  and  were  re- 
movable at  the  end  of  those  five  years  en- 
tirely at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown.  He 
did  not  wish  that  the  House  should  throw 
out  this  measure,  because  he  considered  it 
to  be  a  large  step  in  advance. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  the  question  now 
before  the  House  was,  whether  they  wooU 
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read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  or  postpone  it 
till  they  received  further  papers.  He  was 
against  any  postponement,  because  he  was 
anxious  that  the  Bill  should  pass  as  speedily 
as  possible,  though  he  should  endeaTOur  to 
amend  the  blots  it  contained.  He  con- 
sidered the  measure  to  he  a  healing  one, 
and  as  one  tending  to  preserve  the  colo- 

.  nies.  Ho  valued  this  Bill,  not  for  what  it 
gave,  so  much  as  for  what  it  gave  the  means 
of  obtaining.   The  Bill  was  clumsily  framed 

.  -^but  still  he  thought  it  a  good  measure, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  speedily  passed.  To 
make  the  colonies  useful  and  effective,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  give  them  elec- 
tive government.  Much  as  was  the  benefit 
derived  by  Canada  from  responsible  govern- 
ment, the  want  of  an  elective  council  was 
felt  to  be  a  great  drawback.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Van 
Piemen's  Land,  dated  1849,  who  said  that 
their  case  there  was  desperate — that  they 
were  depending  entirely  on  the  House  of 
Commons — that  they  only  wanted  the 
power  of  managing  their  own  affairs,  of 
appointing  their  own  officers,  and  expend- 
ing their  own  money,  and  that  if  that  power 
were  given  them  they  would  readily  con- 
sent ta  contribute  to  the  expense  incurred 
for  protection.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  did  not 
fear  any  evil  result  from  a  spirit  of  demo- 
cracy. He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  that 
if  our  colonies  were  fairly  treated,  that  we 
need  have  no  apprehension  whatever  of 
their  separation  from  British  government, 
for  they  were  fully  impressed  with  a  con- 
fiction  of  the  advantages  they  must  derive 
from  the  connexion.  On  this  point,  al- 
though he  regarded  the  present  measure 
as  an  immense  advance,  he  relied  more 
upon  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  felt 
satisfied,  from  what  they  had  said,  that 
the  Government  did  intend  to  give  respon- 
siblo  government  to  our  North  American 
colonies,  which  were  still  without  it;  and 
that  if  those  colonies  did  call  for  a  second 
chamber  they  should  obtain  it.  There,  was, 
however,  an  exception  made  in  this  Bill, 
which  he  objected  to,  as  calculated  to 
create  much  discord — he  meant  the  money 
for  the  Church.  Now,  these  colonies  had 
ample  means  from  land  to  meet  their  wants 
in  that  respect;  and  as  certain  as  he  stood 
there,  it  would  form  a  bone  of  contention. 
Another  reason  why  he  wished  the  Bill 
should  pass  was,  as  a  friend  to  voluntary 
emigration,  which  had  been  obstructed  to 
an  extent  scarcely  credible  by  the  want  of 
puffer  government  in  our  colonies.    Out 


of  34,000  persons  who  had  emigrated  to 
New  Zealand,  only  20,000  remained,  the 
rest  being  so  disgusted  that  they  left  and 
proceeded  elsewhere.  On  the  whole,  he 
rejoiced  in  the  measure  as  a  means  for  ren- 
dering our  dependencies  so  many  great  ad- 
vantages, instead  of  being  sources  of  em- 
barrassment and  difficulty  to  the  country; 
still  there  were  some  imperfections  in  it 
which  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
allow  to  be  remedied  in  Committee. 

Mr.  ha  WES  said,  that  he  would  ven- 
ture to  anticipate  that  the  present  debate 
was  one  which  would  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to   the  colonies.     The  desire  which 
had  been  manifested  from  all  parts  of  the 
House  to  frame — whatever  the  differences 
of  opinion  among  hon.  Members  on  other 
subjects — constitutions  satisfactory  to  the 
colonies,  could  not  fail  of  giving  satisfac- 
tion to  the  parties  concerned.     One  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
the  Bill  was,  that  it  proposed  to  establish 
a  form  of  constitution  in  the  colonies,  not 
exactly  similar  to  those  generally  existing, 
and  not  in  exact  accordance  with  what  had 
been  called  the  British  constitution.    Now, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  double  chamber, 
with  respect  to  which  this  objection  had 
mainly  arisen,  hon.   Members  would  find 
that,  if  they  took  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council,  the  opinion   of 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  the  governors  of 
the  colonies,  and  even  many  of  the  colo- 
nists themselves,  there  would  be  found  to 
be  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  double  chamber.     He  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  make  that  admission,  and 
those  who  differed  from   him  in  opinion 
might  take  the  full  benefit  of  that  admis- 
sion.    Well,  then,  it  might  be  asked,  why 
had  the  Government  departed  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill  from  the  usual  form,  especially 
when  there  was  such  a  unanimity  of  opin- 
ion in  favour  of  the  double  chamber  ?  The 
answer  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  in 
order  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  exist- 
ing constitution  of  the  colonies,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  the  representatives  of  each 
colony  should  be  first  consulted   on  the 
subject.     The  people  of  New  South  Wales 
were  content  with  their  present  form  of 
government,  and  the  legislature  of  that  co- 
lony had  foimally  and  authoritatively  re- 
quested that  if  any  alterations  were  made 
in  their  constitution,  they  should  be  first 
consulted  upon  the   subject;  and  it  was 
absolutely  essential,   before  making   any 
change    in    that    constitution,  that  they 
should  be  consulted.    In  the  case  of  the 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope»  there  was  no  legisla- !  where  it  mighi  be  required,  be  trmted 
tive  sjitem  in  that  colony,  and  nothing,  that  no  iinneceaiarj  delay  wonld  take 
consequently,  to  prevent  the  Government  place.  It  had  been  nrged  that  there  was 
from  adopting  at  once,  and  completely,  the  no  security  for  the  eoloniee  obtainiag  thii 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  double  chamber,  even  if  ^ey  desired  it,  as 
Privy  Council.  The  Committee  of  Conn-  the  influence  of  the  Crown  nomineea  would 
cil  had  laid  down  the  outlines  of  the  con-  ;  stand  opposed  to  such  an  alteration.  There 
stitution,  leaving  them  to  be  filled  up  by '  was,  however,  no  ground  for  eoming  to 
the  colonists  themselves.  There  was  such  a  conclusion,  because  the  Crown  no- 
nothing,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  Govern-  minees,  knowing  the  opinions  ezpreeMd 
ment  from  carrying  out  that  recommenda-  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  be  in  fa* 
tion.  With  respect  to  New  South  Wales,  vour  of  the  plan,  they  could  not  be  sup- 
the  case  was  entirely  different.  Were  posed  to  place  themsdvea  in  the  poeitioe 
they  prepared  to  force  upon  that  colony  a  of  preventing  its  being  carried  into  efieet. 
double  chamber,  without  their  consent  hav-  As  to  the  provision  for  the  Ghnreh,  tiie 
ing  been  previously  obtained  ?  Xo  con-  ■  New  South  Wales  Church  Act  whieh  now 
sent  had  been  given,  and  no  complaints  existed  gave  protty  general  aatiafaetioni 
had  been  made,  of  the  existing  form  of  go-  and  this  Bill  created  nothing  new  in  this 
Tcrnment  there.  Parliament,  therefore,  respect;  it  gimply  respected  existing  rights, 
were  justified  in  saying  to  that  colony,  and  left  the  airangementa  as  thej  now 
*'  your  constitution  having  given  vou  sa-  stood.  Notwithstanding  all  the  eritieisiai 
tisfaction,  and  vou  having  made  known  to  which  had  been  made  upon  the  Bill,  hi 
the  Crown  that  you  did  not  wish  any  al-  believed  that  it  would  be  fonnd  most  ae- 
teration  to  be  made  without  your  being  ceptable  to  the  colonies,  and  woold  alis 

Sreviously  consulted,  and  no  opportunity  be  found  to  work  welL  From  all  the  ee- 
aving  been  affordedfor  consulting  you  upon  lonies,  from  the  newspaper  press  of  tht 
the  subject,  we  do  not  propose  to  make  any  colonies,  and  from  conununicatioiis  wfaiek 
alteration  in  your  existing  constitution,  but  he  had  received,  and  the  delibermte  epinios 
the  power  will  be  conferred  upon  you  by  of  one  of  the  colonies  itself — Sondi  Aui^ 
the  Bill  of  making  the  alterations  your-  tralia — there  had  been  a  general  opinioii  ex- 
selves,  if  you  should  wish  to  do  so.  **  There  pressed  in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  it  then  stood, 
was.  therefore,  no  necessity  whatever  for  and  he  believed  it  wonld  be  the  height  of 
forcing  this  double  chamber  upon  them,  imprudence  to  attempt  to  alter  the  pnndpk 
If  they  wished  for  such  a  form  of  constitn-  upon  which  the  Bill  was  framed. 
tion,  they  would  only  have  to  exercise  the  Mr.  V.  SMITH  said,  that  he  thought 
constitutional  powers  given  under  the  Bill,  by  this  time  the  subject  had  been  prrttr 
in  order  to  obtain  the  required  change.  If  well  threshed  out.  But,  after  the  speech 
the  House  iutended  to  give  to  these  colo-  which  they  had  just  heard  of  the  hos. 
nies  the  double  chamber,  they  would  of  Member  the  Under  Seeretarj  of  the  Ce> 
necessity  greatly  retard  the  progress  of  louies,  he  was  really  at  a  loss  to  knew 
the  Bill,  as  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  what  it  was  they  were  discussing.  The 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  colonial  legisla-  whole  of  this  debate  had  eriginated  upon  a 
tures  upon  the  subject.  A  groat  deal  of  single  clause  of  the  BiU,  and  he  eertsinl^ 
time,  too,  would  necessarily  be  lost  in  ob-  had  never  before  heard  of  a  dehete  upon  a 
taining  the  requisite  information  from  the  single  clause  of  a  Bill  upon  wlueh  efeij^ 
colony.  For  instance,  it  was  not  at  pre-  body  was  agreed,  or  rather  upon  whUk 
sent  known  whether  there  existed  in  the  evervbodv  acreed.  The  hoB.  Member 
colony  of  Now  ^outh  Wales  the  materials  the  Under  Secretaiy  of  the  Goloiiies  had 
for  a  second  chamber.  He  Wlieved  that  stated,  that  the  governors  of  the  eolooiMb 
there  did  exist  those  materials,  but  he  had  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and,  indeed, 
nothing  like  tangible  grounds  for  the  for-  everybody,  was  in  favour  of  a  doable  disn^ 
mation  of  that  opinion.  There  was  no  ber.  Then,  why  not  let  them  have  a 
reason  which  he  could  assign  for  his  hav.  double  chamber  i  Thej  were  abovti  is 
ing  come  to  that  conclusion,  except  that  it  spice  of  all  these  unanimous  c^hdiqm  is 
was  a  thriving,  prosperous,  and  highly- in-  favour  of  a  double  chamber,  to  Tote  them 
tdligt^nt  c\>lony.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  single  one.  But  what  was  the  defcnee 
highly  desirable  that  no  unnecessary  delay  put  forward  by  the  Govemnieiit  for  this 
should  take  place  in  passing  this  Bill :  o«.  ndaoi  i  It  was.  that  the  present  eenst^ 
and,  seeing  that  it  provided  the  means  for  tution  had  given  satiafactieit  to  the  eoloBiiL 
ohUieing  the  double  chamber,  in  ntr  Hn-hul  ihit  niriifinTiiMhnwi  nijiesjoilT 


lOlS      AmUraKan  Oohnies 


{Fib.  18} 


Oof^emmml  Bill        1014 


From  threo  of  them  there  had  heen  no 
suoh  satisfaetion  expressed,  because  such 
ezpression  mutt  come  from  the  represen- 
tatires,  and  thej  had  no  representatives. 
From  New  South  Wales  had  the  only  ex- 
pression of  satisfaction  been  heard.  And 
that  satisfaction  was  founded  upon  the  ex- 
perience of  seven  years,  being  exactly  the 
duration  of  one  Parliament  in  this  country. 
It  was  upon  that  experience  that  they  were 
about  to  legislate  for  the  whole  of  the  colo- 
nies. Some  allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
popular  feeling  expressed  on  the  subject  in 
the  Sydney  Morning  Herald;  but  that  ex- 
pression of  feeling  was  made  with  respect 
to  s  totally  different  measure.  They  pre- 
ferred, no  doubt,  the  constitution  which 
they  then  possessed  to  the  one  that  was 
offered;  but  if  they  had  been  offered  some- 
thing better,  no  doubt  they  would  have 
gladly  accepted  it.  He  did  not  attach 
any  weight  to  the  argument  made  use  of, 
that  any  alteration  in  the  Bill  would  in- 
volve delay.  A  year's  delay  was  not  to 
be  thought  of  when  they  were  deciding 
upon  the  constitution  of  a  number  of  im- 
portant colonics.  He  regretted  that  the 
Bill  had  not  been  brought  forward  in  a 
more  simple  form,  and  with  more  of  the 
appearance  of  a  model  Bill.  If  that  de- 
bate did  not  go  out  to  the  colonists  along 
with  the  Bill,  to  explain  the  intentions  of 
Parliament,  they  would  think,  from  a  pe- 
rusal of  the  Bill  itself,  that  it  contained 
the  only  constitution  that  was  intended  to 
be  given  to  them.  But  how  would  such 
a  chamber  as  the  proposed  one  operate  ? 
In  times  of  popular  tumults  and  excite- 
ment, those  officials  would  be  unable  to 
stand  out  against  the  pressure  of  the  popu- 
larly elected  representatives ;  whilst  in 
times  of  tranquillity,  and  when  the  popular 
mind  would  not  be  much  worked  upon,  so 
as  to  compel  the  representatives  to  act 
together,  the  officials  would  have  every- 
thing their  own  way.  There  was  one 
other  important  question  involved  in  the 
Bill,  that  of  federation.  He  should  say 
that  he  had  not  heard  from  his  noble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  or 
from  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  from  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
11108,  a  single  valid  argument  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  federation.  For  such  a  prin- 
oiple  there  was  no  parallel — no  satisfac- 
tion expressed  by  the  colonists — no  expe- 
rienee  to  which  they  could  appeal.  Why, 
tboB,  did  they  adopt  it  ?  |t  appeared  to 
him  lo  be  exactly  what  they  did  not  want 


in  Australia.  The  principle  of  federation 
in  the  United  States  of  Ajnerica  had  been 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  diplo- 
matically with  foreign  States,  which  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  intended  to  give  to  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies  the  power  of  doing.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  establishing  a  new 
principle  that  was  totally  uncalled  for.  The 
federal  system  was  a  republican  institution; 
and  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  wished  to  see 
England  establishing  republican  institutions 
all  over  the  world.  As  to  the  question  of 
one  or  two  chambers,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Southwark  would 
introduce  in  Committee  the  principle  of 
the  double  chamber;  and  their  object 
should  be  to  give  the  best  possible  consti* 
tution  to  the  colony.  And  such  being 
their  object,  he  had  hoped  that  the  debate 
would  have  been  allowed  to  go  on  without 
an  attack  upon  the  Colonial  Office.  Some 
allusions,  however,  had  been  made  to  it  and 
its  influence,  and  he  regretted  to  hear  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Sheffield 
again  introduce  his  allusions  to  an  invisible 
agent.  He  wondered  who  the  invisible 
agent  was.  Formerly  Sir  James  Stephens 
was  always  understood  to  be  the  invisible 
agent.  But  he  regretted  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Sheffield  was  not  then 
in  his  place  to  explain  to  the  House  who 
the  new  invisible  agent  was.  There  were 
two  important  points  still  left  untouched — 
the  military  expenditure  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  question  of  transportation  of  cout 
victs.  He  regretted  there  had  been  no 
further  debate  upon  them.  When  the  es« 
timates  came  on  they  would  be  told  that 
that  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  so  large 
a  question  as  the  military  expenditure  of 
the  colonies;  and  the  question  of  transpor- 
tation  had  been  but  partly  discussed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stafford  when  he  took 
the  House  away  from  its  consideration  to 
other  topics.  The  colonies  cost  this  country 
about  3,500,000^  a  year.  [Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell :  How  much  does  Great  Britain  cost?] 
Their  cost  to  this  country  was  enormous ; 
and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  they  could  be 
governed  and  kept  for  less,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House,  as  conservators  of  the  public 
purse,  to  set  about  reducing  the  expendi- 
ture. Now,  with  proper  representative  insti« 
tutions,  many  of  the  colonists  thought  that 
they  could  bear  their  own  burdens  entirely; 
and  many  persons  in  England  thought  so 
too,  and  that  with  self-government  they 
could  manage  also  self-defence.  As  to  the 
question  of  transportation,  the  people  of 
this  country  were  looking  with'  great  anx< 
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iotj  to  know  what  Parliainciit  was  going  to '  the  united  kingdom?  Again,  he  would 
do  with  the  convicts.  lie  had  heen  greatly  heg  to  call  attention  to  the  replj  of  Eaii 
struck  by  a  letter  signed  '*  H.  Denison,"  Grey  to  Sir  W.  Denison*  in  order  to  show 
which  ho  had  seen  in  the  public  papers,  the  way  in  which  the  wishes  of  colonists 
That  gentleman  pointed  out  that  the  con-  had  been  misunderstood  by  the  noble  Lord. 
victs  had  no  chance  of  redeeming  their ;  There  was  one  passage  in  Sir  W.  Deni- 
characters  in  this  country.  The  only  son*s  letter  in  which  he  made  use  of  the 
chance  of  reclaiming  them  was  the  sending  ,  expression — "that  however  much  he  might 
them  to  a  colony.  The  colonics  were  approve  of  the  working  of  the  existing  con- 
calling  out  for  labour.  And  although  he  stitution,  he  would  most  strenuously  recom- 
(Mr.  V.  Smith)  did  not  think  that  they  >  mend  the  adoption  of  an  alteration  from 
should  bo  overwhelmed  by  an  influx  of  one  to  two  chambers."  To  which  Earl 
convicts,  which  might  disgust  them,  he  yet  \  Grey  replied,  that  from  the  reasons  he  had 
thought  that  a  considerable  number  might  given — in  favour  of  the  single  chamber — 
bo  sent  out  who  would  both  be  serviceable  j  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  adopt  his 
to  tho  colonies  by  giving  them  labour,  and  \  recommendation  to  introduce  a  second 
stand  a  better  chance  of  being  reclaimed  I  chamber ;  showing  that  the  noble  Lord 
from  their  evil  courRCs  than  if  they  were  had  entirely  misconceived  Sir  W.  Deni- 
suffered  to  remain  at  home.  son's  meaning.     The  other  point  to  which 

Mr.  AD1>ERL£Y  would  offer  but  a  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretaiy 
very  few  observations  to  the  Ilouse,  as  ■  for  the  Colonies  alluded  in  arguing  for  the 
the  arguments  seemed  to  have  gone  so  I  single  chamber  was,  that  it  was  necessaiy 
much  one  way.  Almost  every  one  seemed  I  to  have  a  representative  body  as  the  basis 
to  be  agreed  that  the  grounds  for  giving .  of  the  constitution.  Now,  in  seeking  to 
only  one  chamber  to  the  colony  were  in-  establish  such  a  basis,  there  were  two 
sufficient.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Un-  courses  open.  The  one  was  to  give  the 
der  Secretary  for  the  Colonics  stated  that :  colonists  fiill  constituent  powers  to  make 


there  were  two  reasons  for  giving  this  new 
form  of  constitution  of  a  single  assembly, 
which  had  induced  the  Government  not  to 


their  own  constitution.  The  other  to  lay 
down  at  once  a  good  constitution  adapted 
to  their  wishes.     But   neither   of   thcM 


give  way  either  to  their  own  wishes  or  to  >  courses  had  been  adopted  by  Her  Majes- 
the  arguments  of  others:  and  those  two  '  ty*s  Ministers.  They  had  contrived  a  con- 
reasons  were,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  i  stitution,  of  which  the  best  use  the  colo- 
colonists  to  preserve  their  existing  fonn  of  uists  would  make  would  be  to  alter  iL 
constitution;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  One  reason  for  adopting  the  single  cham- 
have  a  representative  basis.  Now,  the  ;  ber  form  was  said  to  be,  becanae  there  wai 
questioQ  of  the  express  wishes  of  the  colo- :  ^  constitution  ready  to  hand.  Now,  if  it 
nists  had  been  disposed  of.  It  had  been '  ^<>re  an  ancient  constitution,  one  which 
set  aside.  And,  if  he  were  allowed  to  bad  lasted  fur  years,  that  might  be  a  fair 
quote  two  pas?ar^e4  from  a  book  that  was  reason  for  the  Government  adopting  iL 
before  the  House,  he  would  show  that '  But  how  long  had  it  been  in  existence?  How 
there  had  been  an  entire  misconception, ;  bad  they  begun  in  New  South  Wales?  By 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  depriving  the  colonists  of  all  British  riglita— 
of  wme  of  the  information  which  they  hail '  of  even  trial  by  jury.  The  first  time  thej 
received  In  the  report  of  the  Friw  ^^'re  recognised  at  all  as  having  any  lighti 
Cinmcil,  dated  1st  May,  IS49,  it  was  saiii ,  was  in  1S!23,  when  Sir  T.  Brisbane  hav- 
that —  '  in;;  introduced  a  number  of  free  emigrmnli» 

-Ctwtom  appear*  to  havo  attached  the  oolo-  ^"'^''^ .  ^^*:^  *  measure  something  like  a 

DIMS  to  a  ^nscle  ohaniber  ;  pubLic  ••pinion  in  Nov  constitution — a  simple  legislative  COmieQ; 
Soofih  Waie«  jetrnid  to  be  opposed  to  any  alcera-  and  at  the  same  time  trial  br  jorr.  Ai^ 
^f^'"  it  wa^  not  until  IS42  that  the  eeosdtation 

He  would  bejr  leave  to  contrast  that  pas-  ''^  5^^'*-*°  ^^^^^  ^^^*-'^  ^**  ^•'^  I^d  down 
sa^  with  a  iiani:rai}h  in  a  petition  which  *-  *  ^'"  "^^  irrevocable  basis  firom  iMA 
appeared  in  'the  "siith  pa-.?  of  the  same  ^^"^T  ^""^"^^^  °*^^  depart.  Eari  Grey  had 
vabme*  where  it  was  sec  forth  bv  the  pe-  ^*^*^"  ^*^^°?  ^**  ^^*«  ^^  mtrodoce  a  new 
tttioners  that  thev  were—  "  ^''-^^   *l^  consticucion   inco  New   Zedkad, 

which  had  been  han«cinjc  over  the  hndb  of 

••nuf   to    oar**  1  ct«n:fticuc:on  as    n«*ar*v    is    •],  .    .  »      ■  ..       i.       ""     fi        t       * 

Uke  uia£  ot  toe  Irucva  A.iii'iioni.  ,  .  ,  .     4««A^t  haw  ■■/* 

tainu:  oise  tuan  accept  vL,     Bat  ^le  leana 
;  proposed  eoa;»dtutiuu  Iik<j  thas  sji    why'  diey  had  had  diis  constttoMK  nvca 
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them  was,  that  Earl  Grey  had  an  extraor- 
dinary inclination  for  making  constitutions. 
He  copied  as  a  model  the  old  American 
constitution.  It  was  clear  that  the  sub- 
ject was  exhausted,  but  he  hoped  that  the 
Bill  would,  in  the  next  stage,  be  more 
completely  debated.  There  was  only  one 
thing  more  to  which  he  wished  to  allude, 
namely,  the  cause  which  had  prevented  the 
Government  from  carrying  out  its  views. 
When  the  noble  Lord  stated  that  they 
were  about  to  give  the  points  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution  to  these  colonies,  the 
House  naturally  expected  to  see  something 
like  them  proposed.  But  really  one  was 
quite  disappointed  at  finding  the  proposi- 
tion fall  so  far  short  of  the  promise.  The 
fact  was,  the  Government  had  not  made 
np  their  minds.  They  were  afraid  of 
breaking  up  the  present  system  at  home, 
and  it  was  so  difficult  to  draw  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  what  was  home  and 
what  colonial  business,  that,  as  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
aaidy  it  was  almost  impossible  to  do  it. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
read  an  extract  from  De  Tocqueville's 
Democracy  in  America^  to  show  the  na« 
tare  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  said  that  no  reason  had  been 
shown  why  the  same  system  could  not  be 
introduced  into  the  colonies.  But  the  no- 
ble Lord  had  introduced  the  anomalous  in- 
atitution  of  municipal  corporations  into  the 
colonies,  and  he  now  attempted  to  resus- 
citate it.  There  was  another  matter  to 
which  he  should  allude  before  sitting  down. 
Before  the  bodies  to  whom  the  sale  of  the 
waste  lands  in  the  colonies  was  to  be  con- 
fided could  be  formed,  a  good  deal  of  time 
must  elapse,  during  which  the  sale  would 
be  altogether  suspended;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  that  suspension  would  be,  most 
probably,  that  the  Government  would  take 
up  again  the  convict  transportation  system 
to  supply  the  want  of  emigration.  He 
objected  to  the  formation  of  a  congress  of 
the  Australian  colonies,  and  for  one  reason 
especially — it  was,  that  one  colony  alone 
would  supply  fifty  per  cent  of  the  members 
of  that  body.  One  colony  would  have  an 
OTerwhelming  influence  in  it.  He  hoped 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  bear  in 
mind  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for 
them  to  carry  the  Bill  in  its  present  state, 
and  that  they  would  make  the  alterations 
suggested  to  them.  If  they  did  so,  they 
would  get  the  entire  and  cordial  support  of 
that  House,  and  of  the  people  in  the 
coIoQm. 


Mr.  M.  MILNE S  said,  that  he  thought 
Her  Majesty's  Government  deserved  praise 
for  giving  so  large  and  liberal  a  permissive 
power  to  the  colonies.  He  did  not  believe 
that  any  of  the  old  American  States  had 
ever  received  a  charter  equal  in  liberty 
to  that  now  offered  to  the  Australian  co* 
lonies :  .nor  that  in  the  history  of  the 
world  a  measure  had  ever  passed  which 
placed  so  completely  in  the  power  of  colo- 
nists the  conduct  and  choice  of  their  future 
government  as  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  objections  raised  to  the  Govern* 
ment  for  not  having  given  two  chambers 
to  the  colony,  were  they  to  do  so,  would 
they  not,  seeing  that  the  colonists  were 
satisfied  with  the  present  system,  be  rather 
allowing  their  own  prejudices  to  interfere 
with  the  future  destiny  of  the  colony  ?  Was 
it  not  much  better  to  allow  the  colonists  to 
modify  their  own  forms  as  they  found  con- 
venient ?  Besides,  whilst  talking  about  two 
chambers,  hon.  Gentlemen  did  not  all  mean 
the  same  thing.  If  the  formation  of  a  con- 
stitution resembling  that  of  this  country 
meant  anything  really  like,  it  presupposed 
the  existence  of  elements  for  an  aristocra- 
tic chamber,  like  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
meant — if  it  meant  anything — ^two  cham- 
bers like  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
a  lower  Representative  Chamber  and  an 
Upper  Chamber,  aristocratic  in  its  compo- 
sition, and  either  hereditary  or  nominated 
by  the  Crown.  But  there  was  nothing 
analogous  existing  in  any  colony.  The 
elements  were  totally  wanting,  and  the 
attempt  to  manufacture  such  a  system 
amounted  just  to  that  "  constitution-mon- 
gering"  of  which  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  spoken.  They  saw  in  America  that 
most  wise  and  eminent  body,  the  Senate; 
but  to  attempt  to  form  such  a  body  at 
once  in  Australia  would  be  doing  just  that 
of  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  so 
fond  of  charging  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. They  saw  in  Franco  the  system  of 
a  single  chamber  lately  adopted  by  the 
choice  of  the  entire  people;  and  in  leaving 
to  the  Australian  colonies  the  choice  of 
one  chamber  or  two,  they  were  doing  just 
that  which  was  essential,  considering  the 
democratic  nature  of  the  insritutions  which 
those  colonies  must  adopt.  He  was  anxi- 
ous to  express  his  gratification,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  not  a  word  had  fallen 
which  might  induce  the  colonists  to  believe 
that  there  remained  in  the  mind  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  the  least  reservation 
of  those  principles  of  interference  with  in- 
ternal colonial  affairs  which  had  so  long 
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been  a  subject  of  annoyance  to  tbe  colo- 
nists. Upon  ibe  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment all  were  agreed.  And  as  to  tbe 
question  of  tbe  Federation,  be  did  not  see 
bow  it  was  possible  for  manj  great  ques- 
tions of  yital  importance  to  all  tbe  Austra- 
lian colonies  to  be  settled  oiberwise  tban 
bj  an  assembly  analogous  to  t^  Con- 
gress of  tbe  United  States.  Surely,  ibe 
bon.  Gentleman  opposite  would  not  wisb 
to  see  tbe  colonies  outbidding  one  anotber 
in  tbe  matter,  for  instance,  of  tbe  sale  of 
waste  lands.  He  bigbly  approved  of  tbe 
plan  of  Her  Majesty's  Government;  and 
trusted  tbat  tbe  United  States  of  tbe 
loutbem  world  migbt  one  day  represent 
and  advance  tbe  Britisb  name,  Britisb  lan- 
guage, and  Britisb  institutions,  as  well  as 
tbe  great  federation  of  tbe  world. 

Mr.  WYLD  said,  be  did  not  sec  wby 
Canada  and  Van  Diemen*s  Land  sbould 
not  bave  representatives  in  tbe  Britisb 
House  of  Commons,  or  wby  tbey  migbt 
not  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  distant 
counties  of  one  great  kingdom.  In  bis 
Opinion,  Parliament  would  not  be  doing 
justice  to  tbe  colonies  or  to  tbe  empire  if 
tbey  did  not  admit  tboso  settlements  of 
Englishmen  to  equal  privileges  witb  tbe 
otber  portions  of  tbe  great  empire  over 
wbicb  Her  Majesty  ruled.  He  by  no 
means  thougbt  tbat  tbat  House  would 
suffer  eitber  in  dignity  or  efficiency  by  ad- 
mitting representatives  from  tbe  colonies. 

Mr.  STANFORD  said,  tbat  tbe  noble 
Lord  in  introducing  tbe  measure  before  the 
House  took  a  review  of  the  history  of  our 
colonies;  but  he  sbould  bave  been  much 
better  satisfied  if  the  Prime  Minister  of 
this  country  bad  thought  proper  to  pay 
some  tribute  of  approbation  to  tbe  enter- 
prise and  the  energy  of  the  men  by  whom 
our  colonies  had  been  founded  and  ac- 
quired. Tbe  noble  Lord  ought  to  have 
said  something  of  the  hundreds  of  millions 
of  money  expended  in  tho  acquisition  of 
those  colonies;  he  migbt  have  told  the 
House  that  a  great  portion  of  the  national 
debt  had  been  contracted  on  account  of 
them;  neither  bad  be  done  justice  to  the 
period  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  in  which  so 
many  important  colonial  acquisitions  had 
been  made.  He  told  them  nothing  of  the 
treasure  that  bad  heen  expended,  or  of  the 
lives  that  had  been  lost,  in  the  acquisition 
of  those  colonies.  The  noble  Lord,  how- 
ever, in  tbe  course  of  bis  speech  soon 
quitted  history  for  commerce  and  statis- 
tics; but  it  unfortunately  happened  for  the 
erodit  of  bii  information  on  these  subjects, 


tbat  tbe  official  despatches  from  ibe  oolo^ 
nies  on  these  subjects  contradicted  almoit 
every  one  of  bis  statements.  Tbe  eondi* 
tion  of  Britisb  Guiana,  of  New  Bmnswiok, 
and  St.  Vincent's,  showed  tbe  eril  of 
abandoning  what  the  noble  Lord  called 
monopoly,  but  what  be  (Mr.  Stanford) 
called  protection.  Those  despatches  showed 
tbe  decline  of  all  our  colonial  posseisionf 
under  the  free-trade  system.  Had  tbe 
noble  Lord  by  any  part  of  bis  speech,  or 
by  tbe  measure  which  be  introduced,  laid 
down  any  principles  wbicb  could  bave  tbe 
effect  of  cementing  the  union  of  tbe  colo^ 
nies  with  the  mother  country  ?  Tbe  noble 
Lord  told  the  House  that  bis  measures 
would  put  an  end  to  commercial  monopoly 
of  every  kind.  Now,  it  migbt  be  doubted 
whether  be  succeeded  even  in  tbat;  but  at 
all  events  he  succeeded  in  doing  what  bad 
an  obvious  tendency  to  alienate  tbe  colo* 
nies  from  the  mother  country,  and  if  il 
could  be  said  that  there  was  any  portion  of 
his  Bill  more  unsatisfactory  than  anotber 
to  the  colonies,  it  was  tbat  wbicb  snapped 
the  tie  which  bound  them  to  tbe  United 
Kingdom.  [«  Divide,  divide  1"]  He  did 
not  wonder  when  be  made  these  observa- 
tions that  bon.  Gentlemen  on  tbe  other 
side  of  the  House  were  impatient  for  a 
division;  but  he  could  not  conclude  without 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  thought  proper  to  touch  upon  tbe  sub* 
ject  of  transportation  to  the  colonies  with* 
out  disposing  of  it,  nor  even  did  he  seem 
to  have  arrived  at  any  practical  concluuoni 
In  the  samo  way  he  took  up  the  subjeet  of 
emigration,  and  abandoned  it  without 
reaching  any  final  or  satisfactory  result. 
His  opposition  to  the  Bill  might  perhaps  b4 
of  little  importance  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  noble 
Lord;  but  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  be  must 
resist  such  a  measure,  prepared,  as  he 
thought  it  had  been,  without  the  care 
which  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  a  Bill  tbat 
was  to  form  the  basis  of  all  future  leffis*- 
lation.  In  justice,  however,  to  the  noble 
Lord,  he  must  thank  him  for  the  conser* 
vativc  character  of  some  parts  of  tbe 
measure,  though  he  protested  altogether 
against  tho  commercial  portion. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

DISTRESSED  UNIONS,  Ac.  (IRELAND). 

Resolutions  reported. 

Colonel  SIBTHORP,  having  already 
stated  his  objections  to  the  resolutions  now 
before  the  House,  would  not  repeat  them 
on  tbe  present  occasion.     But  when  the 
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Bill  came  before  the  House,  he  should  xnoye 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time  on  that  day 
dx  months* 

Mr.  P.  SCROPE  said,  there  was  no 
evidence  before  the  House  that  due  efforts 
had  been  made  to  collect  the  rates  due  in 
these  unions.  On  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  had  been  great  remiss- 
nesSi  and  he  thought  the  vote  ought  to  be 
postponed  until  the  House  had  received 
nnriher  information  on  the  state  of  these 
wuons.  All  they  knew  at  present  was 
that  the  debt  of  these  unions  amounted  to 
300,000;. 

LOBD  J.  RUSSELL  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  defer  the  report,  and  thought 
the  hon.  Member  would  be  better  able 
to  make  his  objections  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  House.  Although  there  were 
thirty  unions  in  which  distress  existed,  it 
Wotild  be  wrong  to  say  that  the  distress 
was  confined  to  those  unions,  and  that 
other  unions  might  not  require  the  assist- 
ance which  this  vote  of  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 300,000?.  would  give. 

xiesolutions  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Bemal,  Lord  John  Russell,  Sir  George 
Orey,  and  Sir  William  Somerville. 

Landlord  and  tenant  (Ireland). 

SiK  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  he  had 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  pro- 
Tide  compensation  to  tenants  for  improve- 
ments effected  by  them  in  certain  cases, 
and  to  amend  the  law  of  landlord  and  ten- 
ant in  Ireland.  Important  as  the  subject 
was,  and  although  it  had  been  on  three 
separate  occasions  introduced  into  Parlia- 
menty  it  was,  nevertheless,  true  that  no 
Government  Bill  had  ever  undergone  a 
complete  discussion  in  that  House.  Bills 
had  been  introduced  in  1845  and  1846  into 
that  and  the  other  House  of  Parliament; 
l^t  the  Bill  brought  into  the  Upper  House 
had  never  come  down  to  the  House  of 
Oommons,  and  the  Bill  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  was  never  read  a  se- 
cond time.  In  1848  he  had  the  honour  to 
introduce  a  third  Bill,  which  was  read  a 
second  time,  but  only  with  a  view  of  re- 
ferring it  to  a  Select  Committee,  in  which 
it  received  many  improvements.  That  Bill 
SO  amended  by  the  Select  Committee  was  re- 
tamed  to  the  House;  but  the  Session  was 
then  so  far  advanced  that  it  was  impossible 
to  proceed  with  it,  and  the  Bill  was  there- 
upon dropped,  without  having  undergone  a 
mD  and  complete  discussion  in  the  House. 


That  Bill,  he  was  bound  to  admit,  did  not 
meet  with  any  great  favour,  on  account  of 
the  complicated  machinery  by  which  it  was 
proposed  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect* 
Under  the  Bill  each  party  would  appoint 
an  arbitrator,  and  they  were  to  appoint  an 
umpire.  The  Select  Committee,  instead 
of  an  umpire,  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  nominate  an  inspector  of  improvements 
who  should  act  as  umpire  when  the  arbi- 
trators could  not  agree.  Now,  he  had 
thought  that  if  it  were  advisable  to  do  away 
with  the  umpire,  and  substitute  an  inspec- 
tor of  improvements,  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  entire  decision  with  the  latter 
functionary,  and  to  do  away  altogether 
with  the  arbitrators.  The  whole  machinery 
then  became  more  simplified.  This  was  the 
principal  alteration  made  in  the  Bill  of 
1848,  the  other  details  being  not  suffi* 
ciently  different  or  important  to  warrant 
him  in  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
describing  them.  He  thought  that  the 
Bill,  as  now  laid  on  the  table,  was  of  all 
the  measures  yet  proposed  the  most  simple, 
the  most  easy  of  comprehension,  and  of 
being  carried  out.  He  had  not  altered  the 
terms  or  the  amount  of  compensation,  of 
the  Bill  of  1848;  but  having  received  many 
letters,  both  from  landlords  and  tenants, 
he  was  afraid  that  the  present  measure 
would  not  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  It 
was  certain  that  if  both  those  who  advo* 
cated  the  cause  of  the  landlords,  and  those 
who  took  the  side  of  the  tenants,  held  out 
on  each  side  for  their  extreme  opinions, 
his  belief  was  that  nothing  would  be  done. 
But  he  trusted  that  a  wiser  and  more  mo- 
derate course  would  be  taken.  Every 
suggestion  made  by  the  House  should  have 
his  best  consideration,  and  he  trusted  that, 
with  the  aid  of  the  improvements  which 
the  Bill  might  receive  in  its  passage 
through  Parliament,  it  might  receive  the 
assent  of  the  Legislature  during  the  pre- 
sent Session. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  was  anx- 
ious  to  know  whether  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  with  respect  to  compensation  for  im- 
provement was  to  be  retrospective  ?  [Sir 
W.  Somerville  said  that  it  was  not.]  For 
any  measure  which  should  take  away  the 
tenant-right  of  Ulster  would  be  regarded 
by  the  people  of  that  province  with  feelings 
of  hostility.  He  should  not  be  disposed  to 
give  his  assent  to  any  measure  which  with- 
held compensation  either  for  past  or  exist- 
ing improvements.  This  question  of  ten- 
ant-right had  taken  a  deep  root  in  the 
county  of  Down,  although  agitation  waff 
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not  observed  in  the  neighbouring  counties 
of  Antrim  and  Louth.  It  was  painful  to 
find  that  the  Presbyterian  clergy  had  taken 


did  not  want  spoliation  or  robbery,  but  sud 
the  fanner's  requital  for  toiling  and  sweat- 
uiQ  to  enrich  the  rent-roll  of  the  landlord 


the  lead  in  this  agitation.  At  a  meeting  i  was  the  impoyerishment  and  ruin  of  him- 
held  in  the  county  of  Down  on  the  28th  of  |  self  and  family.  He  (Viscount  Castle- 
January  last,  there  were  present  sixteen  :  reagh)  expressed  a  hope  that  the  rev.  gen- 
clergymen  belonging  to  the  General  As-   tlcmen  would  be  taught,  from  the  nnaiu« 


sembly  or  Synod  of  Ulster,  and  only  one 
Roman  Catholic  clergyman.  One  of  this 
number,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rutherford,  address- 


mous  verdict  of  public  opinion,  that  it  was 
better  for  them  to  attend  to  the  spiritual 
interests  of  their  flocks,  than  to  become  po- 


iug  the  meeting  in  the  character  of  a  min- 1  litical  agitators  of  the  character  be  bad 
istor  of  the  gospel,  thought  it  not  unbc-  '■  described,  and  made  some  quotations  from 
coming  in  him  to  indulge  in  such  loaguagc  \  the  language  of  several  dignitanes  of  the 
as  the  following : — The  rev.  gentleman  said   Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland,  to  show 


that  their  Presbyterian  brethren  might  ad- 
vantageously take  a  lesson  ft*om  them  in 
inculcating  universal  peace   and   charity, 
and  in  standing  aloof  from  political  strife. 
Mk.   M.   O'CONNELL  was  glad  the 


that  the  whole  diflPercnce  between  the  value 
of  the  land  in  its  present  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  in  its  primeval  state  250  years 
ago  was,  beyond  all  contradiction,  the  in- 
alienable property  of  the  tenant-farmers  of 

Ulster.   The  rev.  gentleman  also  cautioned   right  hon.  Baronet  had  brought  forward 
the  tenants  not  to  receive  any  money  for  i  this  measure,  as  nothing  was  more  wanted 
drainage,  because  the  landlords,  knowing  .  in  Ireland  than  an  Act  clearly  defining  the 
the  tenants  had  a  bond  fide  property  in  the  :  duties  of  both  landlord  and  tenant, 
soil,  desired  to  neutralise  their  claim  by  in- 1      Colonel  DUNNE  said,  that  many  Irish 
vesting  a  sum  of  their  own  in  improve- 1  Members  would  shortly  be  obliged  to  go 
ments.     Now,  although  he  was  not  a  land-  i  home  to  attend  the  assizes,  and  it  was, 
lord  himself,  he  was  perfectly  certain  the '  therefore,  most  desirable  that  the  disens- 
altercd  circumstances  of  the  country  de- '  sion  on  this  important  measure  shoold  be 
manded  a  revision  of  rents.     At  the  same  '  fixed  for  a  period  when  as  many  Irish 
time,  he  entirely  discountenanced  a  reduc-   Members  as  possible  could  be  present. 
tion  of  rents  on  all  pniperty  belonging  to ,      Bill  ordered  to*  be  brought  in  bj  Sir 
a  landlord,  not  discriminating  between  the   William  Somerville,  Sir  George  Grej»  and 
good  tenant  and  the  bad  tenant.    He  must ,  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
also  advert  to  another  meeting,  held  at !      The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  be- 
Combcr,  where  another  Presbvterian  der-   fore  Twelve  o'clock, 
gyman  declared,  that  *'  God  not  only  made 
his  own   people   farmers,  but  gave  them  !  — «— — 

their  farn»  in  perpetuity :  he  gave  them  ;  HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 

fixity  of  tenure,  on  which  the  success  and  ;  ' 

prosperity  of  the  farmers  depended.     God  -  Tuesday ^  February  19,  1 850. 

had  jK^nintted  the  present  depression,  in  ^  j,^^,^^   p,,^  b«u*-i*  Tn»te  or  L«i  (to- 
order  to  show  the  hollownoss  of  the  rela- ,    undi. 
tion  between  landlonl  and  tenant."     The  j  y  luawys  AiMwi<wiiwt. 

same  rev.  gontlemau  also  gave  a  historv  of  r  «•  i-      «     -t>/x  %#«.  -m  «* 

an  estate  belonging  to  a  noble  relative  of  RAILWAYS  ABANDONMENT  B  LL. 

his  Lordship,  the  substanoo  of  which  was, '  Earl  GRANA'ILLE  moved  tbe.Seeond 

that  the  Comber  estate  was  purohascil  by  Reading   of  the   Railways  Abandonment 

its  present  owners  during  the  latter  half  of  Bill.     The  Bill  was  nearly  similar  to  the 

the   last  centurv  for  oO.OOlV.;    that  the  measure   that  had  been   introduced  last 

rtMit-roU  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  was  Session.     The  object  of  it  was  to  giTe  the 

betWiH>n  o.OOlV.  and  4,000/.;  that  it  now  Railway  Commissioners  power  to  anihoriie 

amounted  to  24.0i.XV.     The  rev.   gentle-  the  abandonment  of  the  whole  or  part  of 

uau  then  askeil  who  had  caused  this  in-  the  works  of  any  railway  company  on  the 

cr«ase  i  to  which  the  meeting  responded  by  application  of  at  least  three-fifths  of  the 

cries  of  **  the  tenants;**  and  then  he  in-  shareholders,  and  thus  to  save  the  eompa- 

fbrmed  his  auditory  that  the  legal  interest  nies  the  expense  of  applying  for  separate 

of  o0,00lV..  the  amount  of  the  purchase  Acts  of  Parliament  in  each  case. 

money,  at  ;"»  per  cent,  was  lAV/.     lie  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said,  theie 

also,  apparently  by  way  of  monU  to  his  couUl  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 

liarratiTc»  concluded  by  professing  that  he  importance  of  facilitating  toe  abandoiimeiit 
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of  the  whole  works  of  particular  compa- 
nies; hut  from  cases  that  had  come  hefore 
him  in  his  judicial  capacity,  he  could  not 
bat  feel  that  acts  of  injustice  might  he 
done  if  railway  companies  were  allowed  to 
shrink  from  performing  their  original  un- 
dertakings. Many  persons  might  subscrihe 
to  the  original  undertaking  with  a  view  of 
bringing  a  railway  to  a  particular  town, 
and  these  persons  ought,  he  thought,  to 
have  their  money  returned  should  they  re- 
quire it  hefore  allowing  the  original  con- 
tract to  be  departed  from. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  said  that 
there  were  hundreds  of  cases  similarly 
circumstanced  with  those  to  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had  alluded,  where 
companies,  in  their  eagerness  to  keep  other 
parties  out  of  the  field,  promised  every- 
thing that  was  asked  of  them  without 
being  able  or  willing  to  carry  out  their  en- 
gagements afterwards. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  recommended  that 
the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  Law  Lords  should  he 
requested  to  turn  their  attention  to  its  pro- 
visions. He  would  trust  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners if  they  had  to  act  upon  some 
definite  plan,  or  if  the  principle  upon  which 
they  were  to  act  were  laid  down  by  law; 
but  to  entrust  to  a  body  which  was  not 
judicial,  functions  of  the  nicest  judicial 
character,  without  giving  that  body  chart 
or  compass  to  guide  them,  was  not  a  course 
their  Lordships  would  act  wisely  in  adopt- 
ing. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  if  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  he 
should  not  offer  any  opposition  to  it.  He 
would  consider  the  suggestions  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Bill  read  2^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

House  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  February  19,  1850. 

XiVVTBS.]  Public  Bilu— !<>  Affirmation. 

SOUTH  TORKSniRE,  DONCASTER,  AND 
GOOLE  RAILWAY,  Ac.  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  J.  WILLIAMS  ohjected  to  the 
right  claimed  by  it  of  opening  parcels 
when  in  transitu.  He  affirmed  it  to  he 
lotallj  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  fair 
.trader^  who  had  a  right  to  caiTy  on  his 

VOL.  CVIII.      [third  8BRIES.] 


affairs  without  the  prying  inspection  of 
those  he  paid  as  carriers.  He  moTcd  that 
the  Bill  he  read  a  second  time  this  day 
six  mouths. 

Mr.  W.  BROWN  quite  agreed  in  this 
view.  It  was  so  manifestly  to  the  interest 
of  the  public,  that  no  doubt  whatever 
should  be  left  upon  this  subject. 

Colonel  THOMPSON  said,  that  a 
Post-office  clerk  of  the  last  century  would 
be  uneasy  in  his  grave  at  the  thought  thift 
two  pieces  of  paper  could  be  sent  under  the 
same  cover  for  a  penny.  Why  was  the 
wrong  to  be  continued  by  railway  proprie- 
tors after  it  had  been  given  up  by  the 
Post  Office  ?  The  railway  proprietors  had 
an  almost  unlimited  power  of  fixing  their 
own  prices  for  single  parcels ;  and  with 
this  they  ought  to  be  content.  The  public 
had  a  right  to  look  to  the  Government  for 
assistance  in  putting  down  this  foolish 
wrong  on  the  industrious  community. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  2°  and  committed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

AGRICULTURAL  DISTRESS. 

Mr.  DISRAELI :  Sir,  I  have  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  200  owneri^  and 
occupiers  of  land,  who  recently  met  at 
Great  Marlow,  representing  the  unpre- 
cedented depression  of  all  classes  con- 
nected with  the  land,  begging  the  House  to 
remedy  their  sufferings,  by  placing  them, 
firstly,  on  an  equality,  in  point  of  taxation, 
with  their  fellow- subjects  ;  and,  secondly, 
in  their  own  market  with  the  foreigner. 
I  have  also  a  petition  from  the  Bucking- 
hamshire Society  for  the  Relief  of  Real 
Property,  signed  by  nearly  1,000  mem- 
bers, but,  having  perceived  an  informality,  I 
am  prevented  presenting  it.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  depression  among  the  classes  con- 
nected with  agriculture,  referred  to  by  the 
petitioners  whose  prayer  I  have  just  now 
placed  upon  the  table,  continues.  Since 
the  meeting  of  Parliament,  when  that  de- 
pression received  no  sympathy  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government — I  may  say  no  re- 
cognition— it  has  become  even  darker  and 
more  lowering.  The  300,000,000?.  of  ca- 
pital  invested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
yield  no  profit  to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
The  value  of  the  fee  itself  is  deteriorated; 
and  that  factitious  employment  of  the  la- 
bouring population  in  the  rural  districts, 
which,  to  the  honour  of  this  country,  has 
taken  place,  necessarily  and  naturally  di- 
minishes daily.  Since  these  topics  were  last 
adverted  to  in  this  House,  the  report  of  th^ 
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Poor  Law  Board,  to  which  tho  Minister  on  I  of  the  people,  should  be  eondnetedy  u  I 


believe  it  now  to  be,  in  a  manner  wbich 
entitles  it  to  public  confidence.  Bnt  we 
have  to-night  to  inquire  what  is  the  best 
course  to  remove,  if  possible,  certainly  to 
mitigate,  that  unprecedent^  depresuon 
to  which  the  petitioners  have  raferred. 
Upon  this  side  of  the  House  we  believt 
that  that  depression  has  been  occa«oned 
bj  recent  legislative  enactments,  bj  the 
recent  repeal  of  the  laws  which  regulated 
the  importation  of  foreign  agrioultunl 
produce.  We  believe  that  the  surest 
course,  the  most  safe,  the  most  effica- 
cious, the  course  which  in  the  long  rmi 
would  be  most  advantageous  to  tlie  eom* 
munity  and  most  popular  with  the  eommu* 
nity,  would  be  the  re-establishment  of  laws 


that  ucoasiou  confidentially  referred,  has 
boon  placed  in  the  hands  of  Members,  and 
wo  have  there  seen  the  data  upon  which 
Uie  Oovommont  then  founded  their  argu- 
ment. I  am  bound  to  say  that  from  al- 
most tho  commencement  of  this  year  I 
have  myself  received — and  I  believe  I  only 
represent  tho  position  of  every  Gentleman 
inunediatcly  connected  with  agricultural 
coustitueneies — I  have  received  reports 
from  considerable  unions  in  the  country, 
which  oonvev  a  different  result  from  that 
which  is  aecurately  reported  in  the  docu- 
ment to  which  I  have  referred.  But  the 
House  will  romcmber  that  the  date  of  the 
aggri'gate  of  facts  which  was  thus  pre- 
sented to  our  notice,  was  only  the  first  day 

of  tliis  year.  It  is  since  that  time  that  j  regulating  the  importation  of  that 
tlint  employment,  which  I  have  ventured  produce.  And  that  being  our  oonrietioD, 
to  dosoribe  as  factitious,  has  in  ray  opinion  {  we  may  be  taunted,  as  we  have  already 
greatly  diminished  in  the  agricultural  dis-  j  been  taunted,  with  the  circumstftiiee  that 
tnet5  of  the  united  kingdom.  It  was,  in- !  we  shrink  from  maintaining  oar  eonne- 
deixl,  with  ri'ferenee  to  this  point,  my  in-  j  tion  by  argument  in  this  Honse.  The 
tout  ion  to  have  moved  in  this  House  for  a  |  taunt  is  one  easy  to  make,  and  it  is  not  one 
Tt^turu  similar  to  that  which  we  are  in  pos- ;  very  hard  to  bear.  Speaking  for  those 
sesjiion  of  up  to  tho  Ist  of  February  ;  but.  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
upon  inquiry,  it  wa$  represented  to  me  '  to  act,  I  can  say  that  we  do  not  in  anyway 
that  such  a  return,  it  consent  oil  to,  would  shrink  from  an  argument  upon  that  sub* 
entail  upon  a  branch  v-«f  tho  Administration  jeot.  We  have  seen  nothing  at  all  which  ia 
that  h.'is  already  £:rt\si]y  oxortod  itself  in  our  opinion  confutes  the  eonclmioas  which 
onior  to  aiforvl  tho  nu^st  nvont  and  au-  in  goo;l  report  and  evil  report  we  have  at- 
thojQtio  intom^ation  10  tho  House  and  the  tempted  to  advocate  in  this  House  with  re- 
country,  oxonions  so  onormoas.  that  1  fo'.t  gardtothat  great  subject.  We  still  hdiere 
K>ttntl  to  rolinouij^  my  purpoM>.  And,  in-  that  the  principles  npon  which  you  have  con- 
dood,  aJthou;h  1  wish  tho  oiHoo  had  fallen  s:ruOtc<d  tout  cosimercial  code  are  £dla- 
upon  a  MomK^r  of  p>^ator  i::5uor.oo  in  :he  cious.  We  still  beliere  that  the  Ume  will 
House  tV.an  irvsilf.  1  wo;ild  Tor.turo  to  come  when  rou  rourselTes  will  acknowledin 
maVo  a  romarV  v.*.vn  t>.e  roT^^'^r&i  oonduot  tho  trsth  of  that  assertion.  But,  althoo^ 
of  that  V.rar.oh  of  thi-  A.:r.v!r.;i^TrA:i:T..  Fv^r  1  ar.:  rr.ysolf  of  opinion  that  disenssioii  is 
^o  mav.T  x-i>aT^  tho  oor:::*^.  miTifiirr-.is:  of  the  *:ul  cf  ihi*  Hoase.  asdL  indeed,  of  tins 
tho  Tvx^T-aws  !:*>  o.w-.t^n:  i::  thi<  :!:u>o  so    fr•::^  oju-r-v:  ibcTzzh  I  believe  that  thflie 
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are  c<w^iisi:-ns  vhen  diseussien,  and  mere 
.^l^:  .:>>:;  r..  ni&r  be  the  hichest  dntr  and  the 
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by  the  name  of  "protection/*  still  we 
eould  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  practical 
conclusion  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  a 
large  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment not  to  disturb  at  present  the  settle- 
ment which  this  country  has  recently  ar- 
rived at  in  that  respect.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, representing  a  great  body  of 
the  people  who  are  suffering,  in  our  and 
their  opinion,  by  those  changes  in  the  law; 
bsTing  arrived  at  a  conviction  that  no  abro- 
gation of  recent  legislation  could  be  obtain- 
ed at  present  from  the  present  Parliament, 
it  became  our  duty  to  consider  what  course 
might  be  taken,  which,  without  controvert- 
ing the  conviction  of  the  majority  of  the 
House,  might  at  least  be,  as  far  as  the 
fortunes  were  concerned,  of  a  remedial  char- 
iMter.  Since  this  great  controversy  first 
commenced  in  this  House,  I  have  always, 
Msuming  that  those  laws  which  regulated 
the  industry  of  the  country  might  be  re- 
pealed, seen  looming  in  the  distance  a 
great  alternative,  to  which  I  have  been 
surprised  that  our  roost  eminent  statesmen 
have  shut  their  eyes.  I  have  always  felt, 
if  we  thought  fit  to  repeal  those  laws, 
and  especially  the  laws  which  referred  to 
the  agricultural  industry  of  this  country, 
that  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  that  all 
classes  connected  with  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  would  offer  this  alternative  to 
the  Government:  —  **  If  you  deprive  us 
of  that  system  of  legislation  under  which 
for  so  long  a  period,  with  various  modi- 
fications, we  have  enjoyed  our  property 
or  pursued  our  industry,  we  shall  ask 
this  of  you  in  the  name  of  justice,  that 
joa  should,  at  least,  adapt  our  position  to 
the  altered  circumstances  in  which  you 
bave  placed  us,  and  that  you  should  revise 
the  system  of  taxation  that  prevails  in  this 
country,  with  reference  to  its  more  equal 
ftnd  just  distribution. "  I  do  not  think  that 
the  claims  of  the  classes  connected  with 
the  soil  can  be  placed  before  the  House 
more  neatly  or  more  concisely  than  in 
the  petition  which  I  presented  to  it  to- 
Aij,  The  classes  connected  with  the  soil 
demand  of  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try two  things :  first,  that  they  should  be 
placed  upon  an  equality  with  their  fellow- 
Bubjects;  and,  secondly,  that  they  should 
be  placed  in  their  own  market  upon  an 
equality  with  the  foreigner.  They  refer, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  that  enormous  sys- 
tem of  peculiar  taxation  from  which  the 
majority  of  this  country  are  exempt,  and 
which  they  have  borne;  they  refer,  in  the 
second  place,  to  those  fiscal  restrictions 


which,  when  you  have  placed  them  in  di- 
rect competition  with  the  foreigner,  pre- 
vent them  from  exerting  their  utmost  en- 
ergies, and  freely  availing  themselves  of 
their  complete  resources.  Now,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  these  are  claims  logically 
expressed,  and  founded  on  severe  justice; 
and  if  those  who  hurried  on,  as  I  believe 
unhappily  hurried  on,  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
which  regulated  the  importation  of  foreign 
agricultural  produce,  did  not  at  the  time 
sufficiently  and  completely  consider  the 
consequences  of  their  course — if  they  had 
not  well  weighed  what  must  be  the  inevit- 
able result  of  the  new  system  which  they 
have  sought  to  establish — much  as  I  regret 
the  want  of  foresight  in  men  so  eminent, 
great  and  even  perilous  as  may  be  the 
consequences  of  that  inattention  upon  their 
part,  I  cannot,  as  the  representative  of  an 
agricultural  constituency,  refrain  from 
doing  my  duty  to  those  who  sent  me  here; 
and  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  there 
may  be  a  majority  of  economists,  I  cannot 
think  I  am  acting  wrong  if,  notwithstand- 
ing their  economical  convictions,  I  have 
still  confidence  in  the  justice  of  English- 
men. Sir,  my  business  to-night  is  to 
touch,  and  to  touch  only  partially,  one  por- 
tion of  the  great  theme  which  will,  I  be- 
lieve, for  a  considerable  time  amply  occupy 
the  attention  of  Parliament,  and  before  I 
advert  more  specifically  to  that  portion, 
and  to  the  measure  which,  with  reference 
to  it,  I,  with  unaftected  humility,  shall  pre- 
sume to  propose  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  I  shall  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations on  the  opinions  that  have  been 
often  expressed  of  late  with  respect  to  the 
nature  of  that  taxation  to  which  I  am 
about  particularly  to  call  your  attention. 
We  are  all  well  aware  that  recently,  when 
that  portion  of  our  taxation  popularly 
known  as  Rates,  has  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  Parliament,  considerable  con- 
troversy has  occurred  with  reference  to 
the  classes  on  which  the  weight  and  bur- 
den of  these  imposts  fall.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen have  informed  us  that  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  soil  alone  paid  them;  others 
have  maintained  that  they  were  paid  by 
the  occupier,  and  they  have  advocated 
their  repeal  because  the  cultivator  of  the 
soil  would  be  benefited  by  that  repeal. 
But  time,  which  generally  brings  with  it 
truth,  has  removed  in  a  great  measure  the 
difiiculties  connected  with  this  question. 
The  hoD.  Member  for  Montrose,  who,  in 
the  first  year  I  took  the  liberty  of  making 
a    Motion    on    this    subject,  moved    an 
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Amendment  declaring  proprietors  alone 
paid  rates,  last  year  was  the  father,  as 
lie  is  this  year  the  godfather,  of  a  new  re- 
presentative system,  which  he  is  ahout  to 


stitution,  they  always  have  been  of  opiQ« 
ion  that  it  was  the  first  duty  of  a  British 
statesman  to  sustain  the  industry*  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  influence  of  our  territorial 


introduce  throughout  the  country,  in  order  '  population.  It  is  for  this  reason  they  have 
that  the  occupiers,  whom  ho  now  maintains  ;  ever  been  of  opinion — an  opinion  strietly 
to  be  the  real  payers  of  the  rates,  should  j  constitutional — ^that  we  should  in  all  our 
exercise  a  control  over  the  funds  which  !  legislation  which  refers  to  or  regulates 
they  mainly  furnish.  Appealing,  there-  j  the  distribution  of  power,  consult  the  pre- 
fore,  to  the  legislative  proposition  of  last  pondcrance  of  the  landed  interest.  They 
Wednesday  on  this  subject,  I  might  fairly  !  thought  so  because  they  considered  that 
assume  that  there  was  no  longer  any  dif-  i  preponderance  the  best  security  for  order 
ference  of  opinion  between  hon.  Gentlemen  I  and  liberty,  and,  in  addition,  the  best  se* 
opposite  and  myself  as  to  the  incidence  of  ■  curity  for  that  political  stability  which  is  a 
this  class  of  taxation.  But  I  am  not  will- :  still  rarer  quality  in  the  history  of  nations 
ing  to  rest  my  argument  on  so  narrow  a  '  than  order  and  freedom.  These  are  opinions 
basis,  or  to  offer  the  proposition  it  is  my  :  which  I  know  are  considered  somewhat  old- 
duty  to  lay  before  you  on  so  partial  an  ad-  j  fashioned  in  the  House  of  Commons*  but 
mission.  I  think.  Sir,  the  time  has  come  which  I  believe  have  not  yet  forfeited  their 
when  we  must  view  this  question  a  little  '  hold  on  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
more  profoundly.  As  long  as  you  passed  and  I  humbly  venture  to  share  m  and 
laws  in  this  House  the  tendency  of  which,  >  adhere  to  them.  There  is  another  class 
according  to  your  opinion — was,  in  your  of  opinions  not  so  popular  or  so  preralent 
own  language,  to  raise  rents,  you  had,  out  of  the  House,  but  in  the  House  main- 
perhaps,  even  if  that  opinion  were  fal-  tained  with  great  vigour  and  ability  with 
lacious,  a  right  to  analyse  the  relative  respect  to  land.  The  Gentlemen  who  re- 
interests  of  the  owner  and  of  the  occu-  -  present  this  opinion  hold  that  there  is  no 
pier  of  the  soil.  But  the  moment  you  difference  whatever  between  the  land 
swept  those  laws  from  off  your  Statute-  even  of  England  and  any  other  speeies 
book — ^the  moment  you  resolved  that  the  of  property.  They  maintain  that  all  ibose 
land  of  England  should  enter  into  free  considerations  to  which  I  have  referred 
competition  with  all  the  soils  of  all  the  king-  -  respecting  the  maintenance  of  order,  of 
doms  of  the  globe,  I  think  you  were  ■  liberty,  and  of  the  stability  of  States, 
estopped  from  considering  the  relative  in-  are  mere  superstitions ;  that  the  land 
tcrests  of  occupiers  and  owners,  and  that,  is  to  be  considered,  to  use  a  phrase 
instead  of  busying  yourselves  with  the  in- '  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
terests  of  landlord  and  tenant,  you  had  Riding  very  erroneously  imputed  to  me^ 
from  that  time  to  deal  only  with  the  in- '  ns  raw  material,  which  we  ought  not  to 
terosts  of  the  land.  There  have  been  and  regard  as  endowed  necessarily  with  any 
still  arc,  1  may  say,  two  opinions  prevalent  peculiar  quality  whatever.  I  have  never  ad- 
in  this  House,  or  at  least  in  this  country,  mitted,  nor  do  1  now  in  any  way  admit,  ths 
on  tlio  subject  of  that  species  of  property  truth  of  this  opinion;  but  I  accept  it  in 
which  we  popularly  term  **  land.**  There;  argument,  for  nothing,  I  think,  u  mon 
are  those  who  hold  that  there  is  a '  convenient  in  discussion  than  to  draw  your 
distinction  between  land  and  all  other  conclusions,  if  possible,  from  the  admissions 
species  of  property.  There  are  those  of  your  opponents ;  and  for  that  reason 
who  hold  that  distinction  absolutely  and  alone,  having  heard  it  in  this  House 
under  all  oiroumstancos.  There  are.  Sir,  from  persons  of  great  authority,  and  find- 
many  who  hold  it  with  roforonce  to  the  land  ing  similar  opinions  promulgated  by  lite- 
of  England  as  a  groat  political  principle,  rary  organs  out  of  doors  of  great  ability, 
which  an  Englishman  ought  not  to  n^lin-  1  said,  if  the  land  indeed  were  a  raw 
quish.  Considering  that  all  our  institutions  material,  we  claimed  for  it  the  application 
spring  fnmi  the  land— considering  that  of  the  same  principle  you  esteud  to  all 
the  Thri^no,  that  the  estAtos  of  the  realm, '  other  raw  materials.  To  that  remark  I  am 
that  the  groat  sohomo  of  our  juridical  in-  bound  to  say.  Sir,  I  have  not  yet  received 
stitution^.  the  inhoritanoo  of  the  pivr.  a  satisfactory  answer :  great  subsequent 
the  *acro%l  spiros,  as  it  wore,  of  our  ooolo-  siloiioo  on  this  subject  in  the  House— out 
siastical  ostabllshmont.  all  have  their  of  the  House,  among  those  organs  of  which 
origin  in  tho  same  souroo — oonsidoring  1  have  spoken — similar  silence  also  for  a 
that,  in  fact,  wo  have  a  territorial  eon-   time,  then  a  denial  that  the  land  was  a 
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faw  material,  or  assertions,  if  it  be  so,  it 
18  a  raw  material  peculiar  from  all  others, 
because  it  produces  a  quality  called  "  rent.  *' 
Now  what  I  want  to  impress  upon  the  House 
is  this — that  from  the  moment  you  forced 
the  land  of  England  into  competition  with 
the  land  of  all  the  world,  you  have  no 
business  to  inquire  into  that  quality  called 
•*  rent."  According  to  our  opinion,  and 
to  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  most  in- 
fluential men  opposed  to  the  agricultural 
polity  we  would  recommend,  the  conse- 
quence of  your  recent  laws  will  be  to  throw 
a  great  quantity  of  land  out  of  cultivation. 
The  difference  between  us  on  this  head  is 
only  one  of  degree.  According  to  all,  there 
is  one  class  of  land  which  is  certainly  doom- 
ed to  sterility.  Well,  what  I  wish  to  urge 
on  the  House  is  this,  that  the  amouut  of 
this  peculiar  taxation,  styled  local  taxation, 
may  make  the  exact  margin  which  permits 
that  land  to  be  cultivated,  or  dooms  it  to  a 
barren  existence.  It  is  on  these  grounds 
I  maintain  that  you  have  no  right  now 
to  consider  what  may  be  the  effect  of 
jour  legislation  on  rent.  All  you  have  to 
do  with  regard  to  the  land,  is  to  act  with 
justice,  and  consistently  with  those  econo- 
mical principles  which  are  the  foundation 
of  your  commercial  code.  I  say  the  House 
has  no  longer  any  right  to  speculate  on 
the  amount  and  nature  of  rent.  It  is  a 
•object  which,  owing  to  your  recent  legis- 
lation, is  swept  from  your  consideration. 
And,  Sir,  nothing  astonishes  me  more 
than  the  tone  assumed  in  this  House  on 
this  subject.  If  I  did  not  know  I  was 
addressing  a  society  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  society  of  gentlemen,  on  the 
whole,  the  ablest  and  best  informed  in  the 
country,  I  should  sometimes  suppose  that 
in  this  House  existed  some  of  those  preju- 
dices which  are  to  be  found  elsewhere  with 
respect  to  the  character  of  landed  pro- 
prietors. On  another  occasion,  when  a 
similar  subject  was  under  discussion,  I 
rentured  to  request  that  the  House  would 
consider  the  elements  composing  that  class, 
because  certainly  the  tone  taken  in  debate, 
when  speaking  of  them,  is  one  which  ap- 
plies only  to  a  limited,  luxurious,  indolent, 
and  aristocratic  class — a  class  whose  rights, 
howerer,  even  if  they  should  be  thus  justly 
described,  should,  I  conceive,  bo  treated  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  justice. 
But  it  is  well  to  consider  if  this  prevalent 
character  of  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  is  a 
just  one.  I  took  occasion  recently  to  men- 
tion, that,  following  the  researches  and  con- 
elostons  of  the  most  eminent  writers  on  this 


subject,  I  calculated  the  number  of  landed 
proprietors  of  the  united  kingdom  as  pro- 
bably about  250,000.  Now,  I  ask  the 
House  to  consider  what  is  the  aristocratic 
element  of  this  numerous  and  important 
class.  You  cannot,  perhaps,  take  any 
better  mode  to  ascertain  a  fact  of  so 
much  importance  than  the  following : — 
Calculate  the  number  of  manorial  estates. 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  you  will  probably 
find  no  return  ready  to  your  hand;  but  we 
all  know  that  in  the  united  kingdom,  gene- 
rally speaking,  every  parish  is  a  manor, 
though  every  manor  is  not  a  parish.  Al- 
lowing, then,  one-fourth  for  manorial  es- 
tates  not  parochial,  which  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  is  a  liberal  allowance,  we 
may  assume  that  there  are  20,000  ma- 
norial estates.  These  form  the  aristo- 
cratic element;  these  are  the  estates  of 
that  squirearchy  of  whom  we  hear  so 
much,  and  whose  personal  interests,  we 
are  told,  are  alone  considered  when  we 
legislate  for  the  land.  Well,  you  find 
that  they  are  thus  exactly  one-twelfth  of 
the  class  of  landed  proprietors.  But  divide 
the  complete  rental  of  the  united  king- 
dom, according  to  the  returns,  by  the  num- 
ber of  these  proprietors;  take  the  rental 
at  60,000,000^.  a  year,  and  you  will  find 
that'you  have  a  body  of  proprietors  at  240^. 
a  year  each.  But  as  we  all  know  there 
are  many  who  have  much  more,  it  follows 
there  must  be  a  great  number  who  have 
much  less.  Yet  this  is  the  class  who  are 
always  painted  to  the  passions  of  the  com- 
munity as  a  luxurious,  limited,  privileged, 
and  aristocratic  class,  though  they  are,  on 
the  contrary,  the  most  thrifty,  the  most 
industrious,  the  most  hard-living  class  as 
a  whole  that  probably  exists  in  the  united 
kingdom.  I  maintain,  then,  that  with  re- 
spect to  this  class  you  should  legislate  ac- 
cording to  justice,  and  to  the  principles 
you  are  perpetually  parading ;  that  no  in- 
quiry respecting  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, as  to  whether  it  falls  on  the  owner 
or  on  the  occupier,  is  necessary  for  you  in 
order  to  decide  what  you  should  do;  that 
you  should  henceforth  act  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  political  justice,  and 
with  what  you  consider  economic  truth ; 
that  in  taking  the  course  which  justice  and 
policy  alike  recommend,  you  are  not  to  re- 
gard the  owner  or  the  occupier,  but  to  con- 
sider whether  you  are  doing  justice  to  that 
most  important  interest,  the  land  of  Eng- 
land ;  whether  the  land  which  you  have 
thrown  into  competition  with  all  the  soils  of 
all  the  countries  of  the  world,  can  be  worked 
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in  A  rcmnncrativo  manner,  and  not  whether 
tho  ])rofit  p^ocs  to  the  lauded  proprietor  or 
to  tho  occupying  tenant.  Now,  Sir,  with 
those  opinions,  1  proceed  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  tho  first  part  of  the 
important  suhject  to  which  1  have  adverted, 
namely,  the  relations  of  the  agricultural 
interest  in  all  its  classes  to  the  local  tax- 
ation of  tho  country.  I  have  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  taken  an  opportunity  of  call- 
ing your  attention  to  the  general  subject 
of  local  taxation  in  England.  The  facts 
I  tlu»n  placod  before  you  were  not  con- 
troverted at  tho  time,  nor  have  they 
since  been  disputed;  and  indeed  many 
Gontlomen  of  oificial  authority  who  took 
part  in  that  debate,  acknowledged  their 
accuracy.  On  that  occasion  I  stated  that 
the  pn^porty  connected  with  the  soil  of  Eng- 
land, independently  of  contributing  to  tho 
general  revenue,  contributed  to  another 
riM'cnuo  in  England  alone  to  the  amount 
of  ll\000.0(HV.  storlin:;.  and  that  all  the 
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That  branch  of  ihe  local  taxation  of  tiiA 

united  kingdom  are  the  poor-rates.     I  tee 

that  the  hon.  Member  for  Shetland  and 

the  Orkneys  has  moved  an  Amendment 

on  my  Motion  to-night,  to  which  I  ahall 

for  a  moment  advert.     The  hon.  Gentle* 

man  has  moved — 

"  For  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  the  laws  for  levying 
duties  on  the  importation  of  com  and  other  agri- 
cultural produce  fiom  the  year  1815  to  1848,  iMth 
inclusive ;  also,  into  the  reUtive  amonnts  of  tax- 
ation, local  and  general,  which  hare  been  levied 
during  the  same  period  on  agrioaltural  aod  other 
property  and  incomes." 

Now,  that  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very 
sensible  Motion;  and  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  had  more  experience  than 
he  possesses  of  the  Honse,  I  think  he 
would  have  moved  it  as  an  unopposed 
return,  because  I  can  assnre  him  aU  tho 
information  he  desires  on  these  important 
subjects  can  be  obtained  npstairSt  and  if 
he  only  examined  the  reports  of  Commit* 


objects  for  which  this  second  revenue  was  tees  of  this  House  and  of  the  House  of 
raised,  wcro  objects  of  general  interest  j  Lords,  he  would  find  eveiy  particular  so 
and  national  concern.  1  then  included !  amply  furnished  that  it  would  not  have 
the  land  tax  in  the  ac£:refi:ate  amount.  1 1  been  ncoessarv  to  move  this  Amendment. 
assumed  the  land  tax  to  be  virtually  two  [  Indeed.  I  have  been  furnished  bj  a  gen« 
niiUiou<^  per  annum,  which  was  admitted  I  tieman  of  authority  with  a  digest  of  all 
by  the  OhancoUor  of  the  Exehequer,  as  it  \  the  information  the  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
must  be  by  any  one  who  had  given  atten<  '  quires.  It  ranges  not  merely  from  18I5| 
tion  to  tho  subjct't ;  but  I  acknowledged  but  from  ISO.^  to  184o;  and  in  refer- 
that  though  it  was  a  tax  on  the  land, '  enee  to  it  the  hon.  Member  will  find  that 
and  locally  rai$c\i.  there  was  a  difference  •  landed  property  in  that  period  has  paid 
hetwt«en  it  and  other  sources  of  local  taxa-  i  oSI,CHX).0<X)^  to  the  State,  as  oompared 
tion»  Uvauso  it  was  paid  into  the  imperial  with  15i)jXX),000^  paid  by  other  rest  pro- 
ovchiHiuer.  1  :^hall  not  dwell  on  this  point  perty.  Now  I  have  no  wish  to  touch  oil 
on  the  pre5on:  o<va:>ion.  l>ecauso  it  does  the  comparative  tributes  by  the  different 
not  iinnioaiatcly  cvuicern  u$.  The  laud  classes  of  real  property.  I  think  it  unjust 
t;i\  is  ottly  another  insca:K*e  how  the  laL'd  to  these  classes  that  they  should  contri* 
of  Kn inland  hji.<  Kvn  ac  all  times  made  to  bute  to  a  peculiar  taxation.  All  this  in* 
p.>«y  mou'  i:t;o  tho  exchequer  than  It  ought,  formation,  and  much  more  that  refers  to 
siuco  '.:ic  Uw  cv.ta'.ltr.^  the  land  tax  was  the  subject,  ia  not  of  the  slightest  use  to 
ori;;tnaIiv  a  Uiw  which  or.iallv  ari^Iiod  to    nie.  and  I  shall  not  avail  mvaelf  of  it:  hnt. 


ail  ot  n  er  # i>^v io #  o  f  v^orc  r :  v .    I :  w ou'.d  c o c 

Iv  difHoirt.  ind^wl.  :o  pp;ve  :r:a:  <:r.oe  i:* 

»  *        1."".  '■■'•» 

:«t?\>\ii;v"i'.  "'.  '.voro  t:\;v,  I' "."..'.r  .,«.«.  .  r.Ave 


■.■:iC""i"T 


et  iho  i.v:vl  ;av  r"'Av.  -Ju'  !jiVvi  c'jc>:  :,^  hi^e 


la\a::^*n  o:  :'*.o  i:-*  uv.  *jl::*^:o*v.*»::::*/c  a?-^o 
tho  U;;d  la.v.  as  '  ^.  \\\  •'«.  "..  I  v".:"v  rv:Vr 
tv»  th*»  Uc5  :l;jk:  :*.*o  *tl.''".:>e  *>•;.:  1.1  XMr  :-j 
m ind  the  ^'? io ru *.  a :vv •  r. v \  o :"  : >  *  rcc ul  jlt 
rvv^mo,  *v»  rv»iv.ArxAy\  "H'^vx:.  avd  w >.:..•>. 
Ww  bcv'U  *it> I. *::'.>-,  ^  .!•.  *■.'..* A  a  <'•-:  .;* 
^mlunuKV  tor  Sv*    •■*;:  %  •v-;.i.  a-,  i  ,'  J.:    : 

•Mi^   wore   ; '.i^t '  ^     ^ >.'.io -    •.■■.•    -;. ■•■  ■ '  a* 

hraikch  of  wva:  •■•  :  •  i>.:c>.  1  i-*  :•♦ 
akiMH  10  <ali  lU  att^ttt^o!?  xv'n^  ^-H.'CLfc: 


as  I  am  of  opinion  thai  in  the  iater- 
C':'.irse  of  sceijd  life  an  interdiange  of 
P;&r':-.i::iea:arT  eeartesies  i^  not  the  least 
a^r^^-^a**:  !e.  I  have  brought  the  digest  down 
:o  :l:-o  H:u;<e.  in  order  chat  the  hon.  Mcm- 
'.  k  r  *.i!ay  U5e  i:  in  his  speech.  If  he  makes 
^x<d  use  o:  ::.  IiL»  speech  will  he  one  an* 
rivalled  :er  ssaoaucal  research,  and  the 
:=ly  ziLsfortuz**  will  be  that  hia  fiseta  aad 
f^'ires  will  ez^irciy  refite  all  hia  Ibce- 
g-.--:  N.":::e>i*ioc4w  I  Tencure  now.  Sir,  to 
.m!.  :>•:  a::ec::ofT  or*  tli<  House  to  the  asr 
.:  \  y<;o>law.  I  have  before  this 
:.iv;*  1 '^erTj  of  joying  that  a  poor- 

a «    wi^   ^    l«ftv  wiiLcii   might    be   vindi- 
:a:e'I  .'a  ;wv}  pruxcin 
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ter  of  police,  or  as  a  matter  of  Bocial 
duty.  If  you  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  po- 
liee-— if  it  be  the  interest  of  society,  that 
by  providing  for  those  in  want,  society 
should  be  secure  from  the  consequences  of 
yiolenoe  and  rapine,  it  is  clearly  the  in- 
terest of  all,  and  it  should  be  supported  by 
aU.  But  if  you  take  the  higher  motive, 
and  eonsider  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
as  we  do  in  England,  a  social  duty,  then 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  according  to  their 
means;  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be 
a  tax  charged  on  one  kind  of  property. 
Every  one  knows,  however,  it  is  a  tax  charge 
ed  on  one  kind  of  property.  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  wearisome  inquiry  to  ascertain  the 
relative  amount  of  property  subject  to  it, 
and  the  amount  of  property  privileged  and 
exempted  from  it.  Never  mind  whether  it 
is  one-fourth  or  whether  it  is  one-third  of 
the  income  of  the  country — never  mind 
whether  80,000,000^.  or  60.000,000^. 
bear  the  charge  which  240,000,000^. 
ought  to  bear — the  great  fact  remains, 
that  the  vast  majority  of  the  property 
of  the  country  does  not  fulfil  the  social 
duty  which  all  acknowledge.  Now,  there 
are.  Sir,  I  know,  very  grave  objec- 
tions to  remedial  measures  in  this  behalf, 
and,  indeed,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive 
how  such  flagrant  injustice  could  have 
flourished  so  long,  were  not  the  difficulty 
in  removing  it  considerable.  In  the  first 
place,  every  one  is  afraid  of  interfering 
with  or  disturbing  that  happy  system  of 
local  government  of  which  we  have  so 
much  reason  to  be  proud,  and  which  has 
been  the  source  of  so  much  public  happi- 
ness, 1  never  happen  to  speak  on  this 
subject  to  any  person  of  great  property, 
not  connected  with  the  land,  but  I  find  him 
eloquent  on  the  blessings  of  that  system. 
Ask  any  fortunate  possessor  of  30,0002.  or 
40,0002.  per  annum,  in  the  sweet  simpli- 
city of  the  three  per  cents,  if  he  does  not 
think  he  ought  to  contribute  proportion- 
ately to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  he  will 
tell  you  that  abstractedly  he  admits  the 
justice  of  it,  but  fears  lest  in  doing  so  he 
ttiight  endanger  our  happy  system  of  self- 
government.  I  frankly  admit  I  should  my- 
self be  unwilling  to  support  any  proposition 
which  could  endanger  that  system;  but  I 
cannot  admit  the  solution  of  the  problem 
is  impossible  which  shall  reconcile  local 
management  with  imperial  taxation,  though 
}  confess  that  in  attempting  to  solve  it  the 
Iftw  of  settlement  must  be  determined  for 
•▼cr«  But  there  is  another  objection  against 
aftufiug  any  relief  as  to  the  present  dis- 


tribution of  the  taxes  levied  under  the 
poor-law,  and  it  is  rather  a  popular  oh* 
jection  also.  It  is  said,  and  has  been 
recently  repeated  with  no  novelty  of  as- 
sertion but  with  some  authority,  that 
land  in  the  country  has  been  inher* 
ited,  or  otherwise  acquired,  subject  to 
this  charge.  That,  I  observe,  is  a  remark 
which  always  tells,  and  which  perplexes  if 
it  docs  not  convince,  but  with  respect  to 
which  there  is  one  simple  but  sufficient  oh-* 
servation — it  is  not  true.  In  the  first  place, 
it  clearly  is  not  true  as  regards  Ireland. 
The  land  of  that  country  was  not  inherited 
or  acquired  subject  to  poor-rates.  It  is 
clear,  again,  it  is  not  true  with  regard  to 
another  of  Her  Majesty's  kingdoms.  The 
land  of  Scotland  was  not  inherited  or 
acquired  subject  to  poor-rates.  But  nei* 
ther  is  it  true  with  respect  to  very  con-* 
siderable  portions  of  the  land  of  England, 
The  House  would  be  surprised,  if  they  in* 
vcstigated  this  topic,  at  the  number  of 
very  considerable  estates,  and  of  some  less 
important  but  not  less  interesting  tenures, 
yeoman  estates,  which  were  not  originally 
subject  to  this  charge.  I  had  intended 
giving  some  of  the  names  of  those  pro* 
perties,  but  refrain  from  doing  so  be* 
cause  the  list  would  be  imperfect,  and 
would  therefore  only  lead  to  erroneous 
conclusions.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  forget 
that  I  am  standing  opposite  the  noble 
Lord,  the  son  of  one  of  our  greatest 
houses— of  a  house  which,  I  am  willing 
to  admit,  has  exercised  its  vast  possessions 
generally  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
England — which  certainly  did  not  inherit 
or  otherwise  acquire  those  vast  possessions 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  43rd  of 
Elizabeth.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  therefore, 
this  assertion  is  not  true.  But  as  a  mat- 
ter of  principle  is  it  just  ?  I  am  not  dis* 
posed  to  assent  to  the  principle,  that  be* 
cause  an  estate  has  been  inherited  or 
acquired  subject  to  taxation  which  is  im* 
politic,  the  tax  is  to  be  retained  because  it 
is  inherited.  If  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  land  of  England  should,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances  of  unlimited  competition, 
be  as  exempt  as  possible  from  peculiar 
taxation,  I  hold  that  we  should  take  every 
fitting  occasion  to  relieve  it  from  that  pe* 
culiar  taxation.  But,  advancing  a  step  fur- 
ther, if  you  maintain  these  estates  were  in* 
herited  subject  to  the  impost,  I  must  make 
up  accounts  on  both  sides,  and  ascertain 
whether  this  property  was  not  inherited  and 
acquired  subject  to  other  laws  which  gave 
it  an  adventitious  value — whether  mej^ 
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were  not  laws  to  that  effect  which  for  a 
long  series  of  Parliaments  found  favour 
with  you — whether  there  may  not  he  cases 
of  a  man's  purchasing  an  estate  hecause 
the  Legislature  had  for  centuries  secured 
him  a  certain  market  for  his  produce,  and 
not  only  secured  a  market,  hut  passed  laws 
which  offered  a  honus  for  the  exportation 
of  his  produce.  I  might,  when  you  urge 
that  poor-rates  are  an  inherited  impost, 
reply  tliat  the  legislative  advantages  he 
inherited  he  also  found  ratified  hy  consent- 
ing senates  in  succession,  and  that  those 
advantages  you — suddenly,  and  in  a  man- 
ner he  was  least  prepared  for — deprived 
him  of.  The  two  arguments,  then,  gene- 
rally hrought  forward  on  this  question — 
first,  tho  risk  you  incur  of  disturbing  our 
local  administration  if  you  attempt  to  give 
relief  to  tho  oppressed  property ;  and,  se- 
condly, that  the  property  seeking  relief 
has  been  acquired  subject  to  these  charges 
— I  have  referred  to  merely  because  I 
thought  the  present  a  fair  opportunity  for 
refuting  them,  and  not  hecause  I  am  in- 
terested in  refuting  those  propositions,  in- 
asmuch as  tho  measures  I  shall  submit  to 
you  are  not  open  to  either  of  these  objections. 
I  think.  Sir,  the  time  has  come,  as  I  ven- 
tured to  intimate  it  would,  when  we  must 
seriously  consider  whether  we  cannot  adapt 
the  position  of  all  those  classes  connected 
with  tho  laud,  so  far  as  regards  taxation, 
to  tho  new  circumstances  in  which  Parlia- 
ment has  placed  them.  We  do  not,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  relinquish  one  jot 
of  tho  opinions  wo  have  ever  maintained 
on  this  subject,  and  I  have  therefore  now 
only  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  upon  former 
occasions,  that  when  the  fitting  oppor- 
tunity may  offer  we  shall  be  as  fully  pre- 
pared as  you  to  act  upon  our  convictions  ; 
but  now,  accepting  your  legislation  as  a 
fact — believing  that  there  is  in  this  House 
a  pledged  majority  prepared  to  act  upon 
those  principles  of  legislation,  and  believ- 
ing that  those  principles  are  deeply  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  those  whom  we 
have  the  honour  to  represent  in  this  House, 
and  whom  we  wish  to  relieve — wo  propose 
now  to  enter  upon  a  series  of  remedial 
measures,  which  may  mitigate  their  suf- 
ferings, but  which  are  founded  on  princi- 
ples of  political  justice,  which  you  cannot 
oeny,  and  which  are  in  conformity  with 
Aose  principles  of  economic  science  which 
JOQ  baTe  adopted  as  the  basis  of  your  le- 
gisbilion.  In  the  course  of  last  year, 
vImu  I  submitted  a  Motion  to  this  House, 
A«  flgeet  of  which  was  for  the  land  to 


obtain  some  relief  from  the  pressure  of 
local  taxation,  I  was  told  that  my  design 
was  too  vast,  and  I  was  assured  that  ue 
state  of  the  Treasury  at  that  time  would  not 
permit  the  Government  even  to  consider  any 
such  proposition.  I  hope  that  I  shall  not 
be  told  now  that  my  design  is  too  limited, 
seeing  that  I  have  now  confined  myself  to 
only  one  part  of  the  wide  field  oyer  which 
my  view  had  previously  extended.  Circmn- 
scribed,  then,  within  my  present  boundaiy, 
I  would  hope  that  the  Ooyemment  would 
support  me  if  the  propositions  which  I 
make  be  not  only  just,  but  essentially  prao> 
ticable.  And,  now,  with  respect  to  those 
propositions.  I  propose  to  moTC  serersl 
resolutions,  if  we  get  into  Committee,  as 
I  hope  we  may,  which  would  lay  the  fbnn- 
dation  of  legislative  measures  connected 
with  the  poor-rate,  calculated  to  mitigate 
the  distress  and  depression  of  the  agii* 
cultural  classes — a  species  of  distress  and 
depression  which,  it  is  agreed,  cannot,  like 
commercial  distress  and  depresuon,  be  de- 
scribed as  **  a  pasMng  cloud."  If  we  get 
into  Committee,  as  I  hope  and  eamestlj  wish 
may  be  the  result  of  my  Motion,  the  first  re- 
solution which  I  shall  propose  to  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  that  a  sum  not  inconsid- 
erable should  be  remitted  to  the  ownen 
of  real  property — a  remission  whicb  wodd 
certainly  not  be  open  to  either  of  the  ob- 
jections which  I  have  already  eonmdered 
and  answered.  The  first  point  wlueh  I 
propose  to  consider  in  Committee  is  that 
class  of  charges  connected  with  the  poor- 
law  which  aro  known  by  the  n»Die  orBs- 
tablishment  charges.  It  is  perfectly  weD 
known  that  these  charges  are  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  local  administratioa, 
and  virtually  are  almost  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  it ;  such  a  change  would  have  no 
bearing  whatever  upon  onr  admirable  sys- 
tem of  local  government  —  that  systesi 
would  remain  intact,  its  machinery  mudter- 
ed,  its  chain  of  checks  and  control  as  befion. 
I  should  propose,  then,  that  from  the  2dth 
of  March,  1850,  the  establishment  chai|pai 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  united  king- 
dom should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  genenl 
revenue  of  the  State.  This  first  yote, 
then,  would  have  the  effect  of  duninishing 
local  burdens  to  the  extent  of  little  vnder 
l.;mMXK){.  steriing.  Now  it  is  important 
not  to  forget  that  while  thoee  eetaUish- 
ment  charges  are  barely  subject  to  loesl 
irovemment,  and  while  in  dealing  with  tiMn 
we  leave  the  general  fimd  for  indoor  and 
outdoor  relief  to  he  derived  from  the 
sources,  and  administered  in  the 
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ner  and  by  the  same  hands  as  heretofore, 
no  one  can  attempt  to  contend  that  the 
Imrden  of  the  establishment  charges  have 
been  inherited  or  acquired  with  the  estates 
which  the  owners  of  land  now  hold.  The 
time  at  which  those  charges  were  created 
18  not  so  much  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  inhabitant  of  this  House,  as  rather 
of  the  youngest.  The  second  resolution 
which  I  shall  put  before  the  Committee  if 
I  succeed  with  my  present  Motion,  will  bo 
one  in  which  I  shall  yenture  to  deal  with 
all  rates  which  arc  raised  by  the  machi- 
nery of  the  poor-law,  but  which  have  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  do  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  and  which  it  is  a  flagrant  in- 
joBtice  to  add  to  the  taxes  for  the  support 
of  ihe  poor,  and  to  levy  off  those  who  are 
already  burdened  to  excess,  by  not  only  main- 
taining the  poor,  but  paying  all  other  local 
taxes  besides.  Some  years  ago  the  House 
passed  an  Act  for  a  general  registration  of 
births  and  deaths,  the  expense  of  main- 
taining which  amounts  to  60,0007.  a  year; 
and  the  task  of  defraying  that  annual  ex- 
penditure was  imposed  upon  real  property 
alone.  It  was  an  easy  way  of  dealing  with 
the  matter,  by  which  you  may  go  on  ad 
it^inUum  augmenting  the  weight  of  local 
taxation  on  one  species  of  property.  Next 
eamethe  charges  of  preparing  the  jury  and 
burgess  lists — somewhere  about  24,0007. 
a  year — and  the  Bill  was  at  once  handed 
OTOS  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and 
the  burden  laid  upon  real  property,  to  be 
raised  by  the  same  convenient  machinery, 
the  poor-rate.  This  was  followed  by  the 
sanitary  alarm,  and  Parliament  could  not 
hdp  giving  its  instant  attention  to  the 
canses  of  that  alarm,  and  the  means  of 
their  removal,  and  therefore  we  have  had 
Nuisances  Acts,  and  Sanitary  Acts;  and 
in  the  regular  course  of  such  events  the 
cost  of  those  measures,  which  amounted 
to  a  considerable  sum,  was  raised  in  the 
same  way,  and  from  the  same  quarter.  I 
should  quite  weary  the  House  were  I  to 
proeeed  with  the  long  catalogue  of  succes- 
iiTO  burdens  heaped  upon  the  land.  There 
is  the  Vaccination  Act,  the  Parochial  As- 
iossments  Act — in  short,  the  aggregate  of 
tfaeso  miscellaneous  charges  can  scarcely 
be  estimated  at  less  than  500,0007.  for 
England*  and  probably  700,0007.  per  an- 
num for  the  whole  of  the  united  king- 
dom. There  snrely  is  no  reason  why  the 
real  property  of  the  country  should  bear 
all  these  burdens;  and  this  mode  of  levy- 
ing them  certainly  has  nothing  to  do  with, 
Bor  does  it  afford  any  security  for,  the 


continuance  of  that  happy  state  of  self- 
government  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
so  highly  appreciate;  that  is  already  abun- 
dantly secured  by  levying  millions  upon 
the  suffering  land  of  England.  I  should 
propose,  then,  by  my  second  resolution, 
that  from  and  after  the  25th  of  March, 
1850,  all  rates,  not  being  rates  for  the 
maintenauce  of  the  poor,  which  are  levied 
under  and  by  means  of  the  machinery  of  the 
poor-law,  should,  with  the  exception  of  the 
police  and  county  rates,  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund;  and  I  hope  that  in 
making  such  a  proposition  I  shall  have 
the  support  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, who  at  least  must  admit  that  my 
propositions  are  sufiiciently  specific.  As- 
suming, then,  that  I  am  so  fortunate 
as  to  carry  these  resolutions,  I  shall  still 
have  another  to  propose.  I  have  hitherto 
proposed  to  deal  with  a  sum  of  2,000,0007., 
of  which  I  calculate  that  two- thirds  press 
directly  on  the  suffering  land;  and  in  so 
doing,  I  have  not  asked  the  House  to 
depart  from  any  of  those  ancient  princi- 
ples of  government  which  are  rigntly  so 
much  reverenced  by  us.  All  I  have  sug- 
gested is,  that  we  should  transfer  from  the 
land,  and  from  the  classes  connected  with 
it,  imposts  of  very  modern  date,  which  no 
one  pretends  on  principle  the  land  should  en- 
dure more  than  other  property.  The  third 
resolution  which  I  shall  propose,  will  be  that 
from  the  same  day,  viz.,  the  25th  of  March, 
1850,  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  provid- 
ing for  the  casual  poor  of  this  country  shall 
bo  transferred  to  and  defrayed  out  of  the 
general  revenue  of  the  united  kingdom. 
The  House  will  remember  that  the  casual 
poor  are  not  at  present  a  parochial  charge. 
They  are  already  supported  in  England  by 
a  union  rate.  This  third  resolution,  from 
the  difference  in  the  law,  would  not  apply 
to  Ireland,  but  to  Scotland  it  would  be  a 
very  considerable  relief.  These,  then,  are 
the  resolutions,  the  expediency  of  which  I 
propose  to  move  in  Committee.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  there  is  much  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  them ;  they  are  just ;  they  are 
essentially  practicable.  They  require  no 
new,  they  destroy  no  old  machinery,  and  the 
expenses  of  them  may  be  defrayed  from 
that  balance  in  the  Exchequer  of  which  we 
have  heard  much,  and  hope  more.  Acting 
with  my  friends  in  this  matter,  I  cannot 
but  regard  it  as  a  congratulatory  circum- 
stance, that  the  elements  of  controversy 
are  very  slightly  mingled  with  this  propo- 
sition. The  Finance  Minister,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  cannot  come  before  us  to 
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plead  in  formd  pauperis.  But  these  in- 
tended reBolutions,  hare,  I  think,  other 
recommendations  than  their  justice  and 
their  practicability.  They  are  eminently 
conciliatory.  The  First  Minister  says  wo 
were  in  error  in  assuming,  on  the  first 
night  of  the  Session,  that  there  was  no 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  GoYomment 
with  the  sufferings  of  the  agricultural 
classes.  I  willingly  believe  him.  The 
noble  Lord  has  before  this  shown,  and 
naturally  feels,  a  sympathy  with  the  agri- 
cultural classes.  Their  distresses  are  now 
severe.  You  cannot  alleviate  these  dis- 
tresses by  referring,  as  some  of  the  noble 
Lord's  colleagues  have  done,  to  the  other- 
wise rampant  prosperity  of  universal  Eng- 
land. I  will  not  say  on  this  occasion  that 
that  prosperity  has  been  obtained  at  the 
expense  of  the  agricultural  interests,  or 
through  the  agency  of  their  distress,  but 
it  seems  to  have  a  suspicious  concomitance 
with  those  incidents.  This,  I  trust,  is  not 
the  tone  the  noble  Lord  will  adopt.  I  ask 
him  in  acceding  to  this  Motion  to  make  no 
sacrifice  of  his  principles,  or  in  any  way  to 
compromise  his  previous  policy.  It  is  a 
happy  occasion  when  he  may  maintain 
that  policy,  and  yet  evince  his  considera- 
tion for  the  sufferings  of  powerful  and 
loyal  classes.  The  noble  Lord  may  say 
**  I  have  unbroken  faith  in  the  industrial 
doctrines  which  I  have  upheld  in  this 
House.  I  believe  the  practice  of  those  doc- 
trines are  the  real  cause  of  the  great  and  ge- 
neral prosperity  which  England  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  enjoys.  But  I  deeply  deplore 
the  depression  and  distress  of  the  agricul- 
tural classes.  They  are  classes  second  to 
none  in  importance.  I  know,  and  I  my- 
self before  have  acknowledged,  that  they 
endure  peculiar  burdens,  from  which  the 
other  and  the  prospering  classes  are  ex- 
empt, but  until  now  I  had  not  encountered 
the  well-considered  means  of  even  their 
partial  removal ;  and  I  am  happy,  as  a 
practical  statesman,  to  acknowledge  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Government  and  Par- 
liament to  mitigate  their  distress  by  the 
redress  of  these  grievances.'*  Sir,  I  can 
conceive  nothing  more  dignified,  more  poli- 
tic, and  more  consistent  than  such  a 
course  on  the  part  of  the  First  Minister. 
I  cannot  believe  that  he  will  be  withheld 
from  giving  his  sanction  to  these  measures 
because  they  are  brought  forward  by  a 
political  opponent.  I  have  told  the  noble 
Lord  before  this,  I  repeat  it  now,  that  on 
this  subject  of  the  land  we  have  no  party 
politics.    Let  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other 


Minister,  do  justice  to  the  land,  and  h^ 
will  recoive  from  these  benches  a  powerful, 
a  cordial,  a  disinterefitad  support.  And  if, 
with  his  assistance,  we  carry  this  Moftiini 
to-night,  I  can  assure  him,  thai  it  will  not 
be  on  this  side  of  the  House  that  the 
result  will  be  esteemed  a  party  triumplu 
But  it  is  not  only  to  the  Goyemment  tAtt 
before  the  division  is  called  I  would  maka 
an  appeal.  I  entreat  the  House  itself  wdl 
to  weigh  the  consequences  of  the  adoption 
or  the  refusal  of  these  claims.  It  has  besa 
truly  said,  that  it  is  impossible  to  exagge- 
rate the  agitation  which  prevaila  out  o{ 
doors  with  respect  to  this  agricultural  snf* 
fering.  The  hen.  Member  for  the  Weil 
Riding  himself  acknowledged,  the  other 
night,  that  since  the  Reform  Bill  thevs 
has  been  no  excitement  equal  to  it.  But 
what  is  its  chief  characteristic  ?  Left  me 
entreat  the  House  to  observe  what  is  the 
chief  characteristic  of  this  agitation.  Is 
it  not  an  expression  of  opinion  that  ajqjwsb 
to  this  House  are  hopeless  ?  That  in  this 
House  there  is  no  sympathy  with  agrieoU 
tural  suffering  ?  Why,  what  it  that  bat  a 
want  of  confidence  in  the  institutions  U 
the  country  ?  [Mr.  Cobbbk  :  Hear,  haul] 
The  hen.  Gentleman  cheers  aa  if  I  sans* 
tioned  such  doctrines.  I  have  neTar  saae* 
tioned  the  expression  of  suoh  feelings ;  I 
never  used  language  elsewhere  whieh  I 
have  not  been  ready  to  repeat  in  tlus 
House.  I  never  said  one  thing  intone 
place,  and  another  in  another.  I  hate 
confidence  in  the  justice  and  wiadem  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  although  I  at 
with  tho  minority.  I  haye  ezpreaaed  thit 
confidence  in  other  places.  I  never,  indeed, 
supposed  that  the  House  would  eons 
forward  and  cancel  all  their  conTiotiqBS,  Is 
which  the  majority  had  prohablj  am?el 
after  long  and  painful  deliberation ;  bet 
remembering  what  the  House  did  en  tbs 
subject  of  the  Sugar  Bill,  two  years  sgSi 
I  have  expressed  the  conyiotion  fthaS  I 
earnestly  entertain,  that  this  House,  ii- 
stead  of  being  an  assembly  with  a  dssf 
ear  and  a  callous  heart  to  the  sufferings  of 
the  agricultural  body,  would,  on  the  eoa- 
trary,  be  found  to  be  an  assemblj  pvenpl 
to  express  sympathy,  prompt  to  repair,  if 
it  might  be,  even  the  injury,  neeeesaij  itf 
the  main  as  they  might  think  it,  which  ta^ 
had  entailed  on  the  agrioultunl  classes  of 
the  country.  I  feel  that  conyiotion  oov, 
I  cannot  believe  that,  in  the  present  stsls 
of  the  country,  when  propoutiona  brooghl 
forward,  as  I  think,  with  so  mndi  modsi^ 
tion,  in  a  spirit  of  JustioOb  vrgnd,  I  hopik 
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with  temper^I  cannot  conceive  that  ve 
shall  be  met  with  anj  heartless  opposi- 
tion. I  hardly  know  what  arguments  we 
are  to  encounter.  All  the  usual  ones  to 
which  I  have  referred,  are  entirely  shut 
out  from  this  discussion.  All  they  can 
•ay  is,  that  "we  ask  so  little,  and  that 
that  little  is  so  easy  to  ho  granted."  We 
may  indeed  be  told,  as  we  have  been 
told  before,  that  we  who  are  the  advocates 
of  a  protective  system  ought  to  be  content 
with  nothing  less  than  a  recurrence  to  that 
system  in  justice  to  our  constituents.  Well, 
that  is  a  style  of  objection  that,  with  great 
respect  to  hon.  Qcntlemcn,  I  shall  never 
condescend  to  reply  to.  I  have  that  con- 
fidence in  the  good  sense  of  the  English 
people  that,  while  I  believe  they  are  pre- 
pared, when  the  constitution  gives  them 
the  opportunity,  to  vindicate  the  industrial 
principles  which  they  think  ought  to  pro- 
TBalf  yet,  in  this  House,  where  we  are  met 
by  a  pledged  majority,  which  will  scarcely 
listen  to  a  discussion  of  that  nature,  they 
will  deem  we  are  only  doing  our  duty,  we 
are  only  consulting  their  interests  in  tak- 
ing every  opportunity  to  alleviate  their  bur- 
dens, in  trying  to  devise  remedies  for  their 
sufferings,  and,  if  we  cannot  accomplish 
immediately  any  great  financial  result,  at 
least,  achieving  this  great  political  pur- 
pose, that  we  may  teach  them  not  to  des- 
pair of  the  institutions  of  their  country. 
.   Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  Houso  will  resolrc  itsolf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  its  consi- 
dermtion  such  revision  of  the  Laws  providing  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  may  mitigate  the 
dlstreu  of  the  Agricultural  Classes." 

The  Question  having  been  put. 
Sir  G.  grey  :  Sir,  in  rising  to  answer 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  I  must 
begin  by  expressing  the  satisfaction  I  feel 
at  the  course  he  has  taken  in  bringing 
forward  thus  early  in  the  Session  the 
Motion  which  he  has  now  submitted  to 
the  House;  and  I  think  that  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  England  are  indebted  to 
hhn  on  more  grounds  than  perhaps  they 
themselves  believe  for  the  course  he  has 
thus  taken.  After  all  we  have  heard 
daring  the  last  few  months  of  the  proposi- 
tions made  at  the  county  meetings  held  in 
so  many  parts  of  the  kingdom — after  all 
the  confidence  in  the  anticipations  there  ex- 
pressed of  the  immediate,  or,  at  least,  early 
retiim  to  the  protective  system — after  all 
ibm  cheers  elicited  by  the  fervid  eloquence  of 


orators  at  these  meetings — many  of  whom 
now  sit  near  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  are 
there  compelled  to  recognise  him  as  their 
able  and  distinguished  leader — I  say   it 
is   satisfactory  to  hoar  him   coming  for* 
ward  in  the  name  of  that  numerous  and 
distinguished  party  that  I  see  opposite  me» 
many  of  whom  had  been  accustomed  to 
meet  the  promoters  and  abettors  of  free 
trade  with  the  most  doleful  predictions  of 
the   inevitable  and  utter  rum  that  must 
befall  the  agricultural  interest  if  protec- 
tion was  not  speedily  restored — it  is  sa- 
tisfactory to  those  who  are  prepared  to  ad- 
here to  the  system  of  commercial  policy 
recently  adopted,   to  hear  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman,  recognised  as  the  leader  of  that 
party,  himself  declare,  amidst  the  cheers 
of   that  party,  and    in    the    presence  of 
this   House  and  the   country,   his    belief 
that  so  long  as  the  present  Parliament, 
at  least,  should  endure,   a  return  to  that 
protective    system    is   utterly   impossible, 
I    think  the    agricultural    interest   is   in- 
debted  to    the    hon.   Gentleman   for  his 
frank  and  candid  avowal;    but  I  must  do 
him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  is  not  one  of 
those  who  are  open  to  the  taunt — so  far,  at 
least,  as  my  observation  enables  me  to 
judge — of  saying  out  of  this  House  what 
he   does   not  say  on  the   subject  within 
it.     He  has  not  fostered  and  encouraged 
what  I  must  call  a  mischievous  delusion, 
spread    at    many    of    these    agricultural 
county  meetings,  and  which  was  leading 
away   the   minds   of  the   farmers  of  this 
country  from  the  use  of  those  means  which 
Providence  has  placed  within  their  reach 
for  meeting  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  times;  but  that  ignis  fatuuSy  the  re- 
storation of  protection,  has  been  declared 
by  him  utterly  hopeless  and  impracticable 
during   the  present   Parliament  at  least. 
[Sir   J.    Tyrell:    Hear,    hear!]       The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  sits  near  him  implies 
by  that  cheer  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Member   for   Buckinghamshire    only 
limited  this  hopelessness  and  impractica- 
bility to  the  duration  of  the  present  Par- 
liament, but  considered  that  another  Par- 
liament would  return  to  protection.     Sir, 
I  utterly  disbelieve   in  the  probabiUty  of 
such  a  result.     I  believe  that  the  benefits 
of  the  system  of  policy  lately  adopted,  are 
too  widely  felt  and  enter  too  much  into 
the  every-day  comforts  of  the  great  body 
of  the  working  classes  in  the  country,  be 
their   occupations  in   manufactures  or  in 
agriculture,  to  allow  me  to  suppose  that  the 
opinions  of  the  country  can  be  changed  in 


liM7  A'/rimUvral  {C^^^OXS}  Dufrvci.  1048 

the  VAT  the  bos.  Kember  for  North  E&wx  '  lov  &s  to  oeeMKn  fisorcK  to  dw  cwnen 

isDiiriaestb^jcas.eTenif  aceTPar!:«aQei.i  asj  ceeiaiHen  «f  land  is  masiT  pans  of 

ve;^?  eWied.      Hon.  Gestlemea  ojpos::'?  the   co'sotrx   frnee  t3>e  li£S   birivBrt.     I 

ZQAT  aatxijii;^  a  cbsn^e  at  ma  «aHt  perk^i :  bei^ere  this  ajis«i  inm  a  donUBaliaB  of 

I  ciinoM  UT  vbftt  mfter  the  3 apse  of  jejirs  ca:ifes^  iDdikdisc  s>»  ^co&t   ike  five  im- 

ZQAT  oK-nr.  or  vha;  reroVjiion  in  tbe  p::b]k  forutaoo  of  farerrn  eon  m  a  J'flv  «1mi 

f«*!^V.g  CAT  l:^:>»::er  t.&ke  p!a^?e.     B=t  I  ve  Lad  an  alMZ3>daiiz  banvss.     Bvs  I  nvt 

r:oc*:T*  iJiai  c:-:h:rz  can  :•?  =:ore  irjiir  :-:i*  mt.  Ix'kinr  at  tbe  rrtsMt  htSk  ei  «ar  agri- 

thas  f>ri2je  xT^fiilrsral  iL:r:>ect  lo  V:*c*k  :o  cilrcral    p:*ivi:latSc«n.   asid    ay^JiIag  to  it 

tins  &s  a  ^i::^e,iT  f:r  i:s  «:U:rrs<.     I  har-e  the  izfoal  lesu.  I  fz^d  iw  izifieasM  of  aar 

t{k  thank  ;i»  Lie.  Ge:::!r:::a::  for 'Yi:  irne  grc^t  disiTess  assxnn;  ikai  c^ada,  aa 

iriifh  t^hsTx-rwrii^i  his  &pr*eh  j^rrrallj,  jiareii  w:ih  fijrsxr  pervif:  'vUle.  aa 

aad  z.*T  his  frLr.k  ad=::s5i:n  :ha;  ihr  -i-r-  T«aTie4  "wiih  th*  w-npn§  5«ar,  ilaue  are 

cssKQ  of  Ftrlia.:::*::;   •:■-   ih*  Anserinrzt  izrdl-ftaiii-Es  of  tli«r  wa»£ik«   Wo^    isa- 

to  ii>»  A2ir«.*  ir  ar.5»-rr  to  H-?r  Ma^es^r's  irc'Tec.     DfriTinj  air  l*Beff  fma   Aofe 

SpM<-b — Lihizz^   lii:    Anrz2=:c=:  »as  5.;'^r^«  tif  Esf-i^^.aMn.  i«  vUck  tbe  «f- 

rey!rss»K::c*i   :t  sir::*   h;-.  GTi::'e::.ei  a".  £«  I  b:M  rrr«s  e*  aeciesK,  I 

tt>*  i:r>T  lo  Ilt*  rrerelv  is£<ei  ::r  a  few  b:r   ih*  H :«<•«'   f:^   a 
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Tibst  z:l  z-i'iihi-r  rrkr^f-h  ::  :iv  Zji-z-^l^'z^  are  pT^erjr  «TTe  iz^fieasams  rf  ife  phjBCil 

rtL  fcT.T  ic*::t:»5Al  ::t  "/^e  r-;*:;raTi:=  re  pr>  ^csi'^ir  -;f  ib»  rreBt  bnlk  of  the  peoffe. 

i*ri5:i!E   fi-5  {hri^zr   it  s-rpir:.      Bet  i^*  Th-s^e  i-esr*  a^* — ti»  ftt2e  of  crine  aad 

rnnke  3j:r*  :rLTi,e<r.i".«-'r  i.;.  ile  •■rjirs  al-  riLirtrTisa.      Whi   re^aTd   tio   paaperim 

1do««  ^?  :t  'ie  h:--.  Gr=:£-e=:ia-=.   I  r:i;r:  azri  ^rire.  ibes.  vims  »  dte  rraall  of  a 

f»t»i»erTe  iLai  ci  il:«  :t?:-i5::i  be  Las  5j3i  Kciarisrc   *»!<rp^«ni  i>4'5  aad  lSi9«  go- 

Vn  iTLte  :f  ibe  tmiLl  £  r:re**  '•bkh  b;-  :ir  ibricrb  ti»e  ▼bcue  rf  i1k  eDaatiei  of 

ia!k»  w  ib'i   ▼b:Ie   riksis   :f  bU  M:T5:n.  E- rlas;  r — 

E*    krsxzsT^f   ibr   eris^-f  J^=    :£    er:-:r:*:T^  -                             -     .                ._        _  . 

.  ,  '*.*!.&  etnxiiasw:a  ic  cran^.  as  cvwaeei  or 

a.Ti«  o«7  ^.«;L^-.•^5  . . .  .'^i-.  ^*    *^T    a^-j.  ^-  nmnT-aiftfra  3.  Ijtr^uif  asi£  Wa}i^  a  iSiSaal 


LisuTir^t.       -*•*  :c_J  a-  lis:;--  It  r:.a.j*    :>ir-Ti  ltovot*  laati  xbf 
1!  h  "VLS  a  i.iT'T':*T-:'T  iir-T  f;cT>5i»I  .'c  a.TT    ▼^tff*?  fsf  .Mf.   it  j>«*. 

Oaa 


~-    .  _-  . .r  .'-.    " .r  -   _  ?.ci":Uirij*:a  iC  xiif  nmiiiiir  rf  ; 


i&«ac  It  ieji:r  r-'i^  :c-t  t.;  —*  .s:  :■:  .  ir~  -r^**  ^^  «-WT.  w  f.  * 

ar^mJrnraL  v,*:.   :'^i»*T  jaitic*.  si»."b  as  ':l'i  tt*:  .-.'oniii?*    uil  -aas  imcv 

pO{iir-lE¥-   TOST  ba^:  ::.  Tn.'^.jri-iLr    £.*■..".•:  15  kci  ic  rraw  ant 

•ri«n-   bi::   ^  js  i.^..r;i:>f;r  a   rrL:z::^  ^^..^  vr-'i.  jt  ^i«e  tesa.  5i  csumol  be 

afsiiri.prn.T    .■:   ::-f    :ot     .-::-..^a.T.    r.c  r_^,^  ,^^  .-    TiTfii^aZ  «a»£uon  of  the 

^n,rb  ^f  :jcs  ti.-:  au.vj--  fx-:-^  -,.,  ^^.x,,; ,  .^^ .,-,  ^^  .^^^-,  ;i:  :>4?  thaa  in  1848. 


'.z.  r£TLri  r:   rrnvu  &  :Ysnarsal»le  im- 
F^    ••  r  . *.-  .,.  *^-  .  ^.. -  i.  ^.> :r:'£c:*fa:  iJiS  tL&fcr  Tiia^c,  iriiicli  was  at 


jcT.«  u>f  ^^.•^:;  o^u-jf  .r  -..^J  A-..-**:.  ;.:.,.:  ,.  ^  ^  ^^Jj^  it^^rmA  to  the 

-••:  V-'^'-^      \  '^-  -^•"  '■*-  ••••'••:  -**-'■•  i-i.T.- .-i-rr  ;c  r3ii:i£«i.  Vt  ihe  Bccorier. 

^  '•*•  ,*-^-    •' ^*v     *    •;  •   -"•*   *  i:  ::f  .  fj-zra.  . ttil^u-.  v vMirt,  oa  the  5th 

rM«  c^rr:-*..  as    ;  was  a::rr.  :-•:.    .:  u^-::.,  .-  7,.^,.;;^.,.  :5j.        :  f^  15^,^  ^  „j^ 

It  "SIH   Aa:;'^*>*  :r.  a2;>T:-c  ?:    :.  :r.L:  *  "     * 

«nt?»:  BDL  t:   ^f   i  T>.^7.^-..»;:>  "nr:  ::.:;  :i.f  ^,.,.^  ^.,    ,„„s^.twr«i:^  sours  ^tf"  t^t  wliichina 
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of  the  year,  and  that  it  was  also  very  considerably 
below  the  usual  average  of  committals  for  the  pe- 
riod that  had  elapsed  since  the  termination  of  the 
latt  session.  .The  jurisdiction  of  the  Central  Crimi- 
nal Court  extended  over  a  population  of  more  than 
2,000,000,  and  out  of  that  number  there  appeared 
to  be  only  123  persons  committed  for  trial  on  the 
present  occasion.  Every  one  one  must  feci  gra- 
tified to  find  this  diminished  number  of  commit- 
tals; but  this  gratification  was  very  much  en- 
hanced by  the  result  of  a  statement  that  was  lying 
befi)re  him,  giving  a  detail  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons committed  for  trial  to  this  court  during  the 
years  1848  and  1840,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
503  less  persons  were  committed  during  the  latter 
year  than  in  the  former,  and  this,  coupled  with 
the  condition  of  the  present  calendar,  might  very 
reasonably  justify  the  conclusion  that  crime  was 
permanently  on  the  decrease.  To  whatever  other 
causes  this  gratifying  result  was  to  be  attributed, 
tbare  could  be  very  little  doubt  that  the  improved 
condition  of  the  people  must  be  a  prominent  one 
among  them,  and  this  impression  was  borne  out 
bj  the  fiiot,  as  proved  by  the  returns  before  them, 
that  the  cases  of  common  larceny,  the  great  pro- 
portion of  which  were  the  result  of  the  poverty 
and  destitution  of  the  persons  by  whom  they  were 
committed,  were  greatly  upon  the  decrease.  In 
addition  to  the  gratification  that  was  derived  from 
the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  crime,  it  was  also 
a  pleasing  fuct  that  the  heinous  character  of  the 
crimes  usually  brought  before  the  attention  of  this 
court  appeared  very  considerably  diminished,  and 
that  oflfences  against  the  person  and  acts  of  vio- 
Imce  were  much  less  nimierous  than  they  formerly 
irare.  He  concluded  his  charge  by  congratu- 
lating the  grand  jury  upon  the  probability  of 
tlieir  labours,  on  the  present  occasion,  being  of 
abort  duration,  and  at  the  same  time  said  that  he 
congratulated  the  country  generally  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  better  times,  and  of  a  happier  condition  of 
persons  in  a  humbler  position  of  life." 

Now,  it  may  be  said  that  this  only  applies  to 
the  metropolitan  district.  [Sir  J.  Tyrell  : 
Hear,  hear !  ]  Well,  will  the  hon.  Member  for 
Korth  Essex  be  satisfied  if  I  give  him  the 
result  of  the  last  sessions  tbrougbout  the 
country,  ezclusiye  of  two  millions  of  people 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Central  Cri- 
minal Court  ?  The  comparative  numbers 
of  persons  for  trial  at  the  Epiphany  Ses- 
sions in  England  and  Wales  were,  in  1849, 
4,443 ;  in  1850,  3,980;  being  a  decrease 
of  463  persons,  or  above  10  per  cent;  and 
this  includes  those  rural  districts  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  by  his  cheer  seemed 
to  intimate  would  give  a  very  different 
result.  With  regard  to  Ireland  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said  very  little.  He  put  in 
a  claim,  it  is  true,  to  transfer  a  por- 
tion of  the  charge  of  the  poor-law  in  Ire- 
land to  the  Consolidated  Fund— 500,000?., 
I  believe,  was  the  amount  that  he  named. 
Bnt  as  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said  nothing.  I  will  not  weary 
the  House  with  a  recapitulation  of  the 
Htfttements  of    my  noble  Friend  at  the 


head  of  the  Government  the  other  night 
with  regard  to  Ireland;  but  simply  observe 
that  while  the  state  of  that  country  is  un- 
happily still  very  far  from  what  we  could 
desire,  there  are  indications  of  improve- 
ment, and  that  this  improvement  is  con- 
nected with  the  present  price  of  food,  en- 
abling persons  to  maintain  themselves 
without  coming  upon  the  rates  for  relief, 
or  when  they  come  upon  the  rates,  dimin- 
ishing by  one-half  the  cost  of  maintenance 
per  head  in  1849  as  compared  with  1848. 
With  regard  to  Scotland,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  cite  cases  of  distress  there  to 
strengthen  bis  argument.  But  he  asked 
me  the  other  night  for  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Supervision  of  the  Poor,  which 
has  since  been  presented,  and  from  which 
it  appears  that  while  in  Scotland  there 
may  be  a  gradual  increase  of  the  class  of 
registered  poor  on  the  roll,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  a  remarkable  decrease 
in  1849,  as  compared  with  1848,  in  an- 
other class  of  poor,  whose  condition  is 
the  best  indication  of  the  general  state  of 
the  people  of  Scotland  —  1  allude  to  a  de* 
crease  in  the  number  of  casual  poor.  Sir 
John  Macneill,  the  President  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board  in  Scotland,  addressed  to  me 
a  letter,  dated  the  29th  of  January  last, 
bearing  on  this  subject,  from  which  I  will 
read  an  extract.     He  says — 

"  Information  upon  this  subjeet  (the  state  of 
the  working  classes  in  Scotland)  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  comes  incidentally  before  the  board 
in  the  course  of  inyestigations  as  to  complaints  of 
inadequate  relief.  The  information  derived  from 
this  source  concurs  with  all  the  other  information 
to  which  I  have  access,  to  establish  the  fact,  that, 
except  in  some  parts  of  the  highlands  and  islands, 
the  working  classes  of  Scotland  —  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  mining  —  urban  and  rural, 
taken  together,  liave  not,  during  the  four  yean 
that  I  have  been  connected  with  this  board,  been 
at  any  time  so  well  off  as  they  have  been  doring 
the  last  half  of  1840.  There  has  been  no  other 
\  season  within  that  time  when  the  abundance  of 
!  employment  and  the  general  adequacy  of  wages, 
with  reference  to  prices,  has  enabled  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  working  population  of  this  coun« 
try  to  command  an  ample  supply  of  the  neoes- 
saries  of  life." 

I  do  not,  however,  deny  that  agricultural 
distress  exists,  but  it  is  chiefly  among  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  unprecedented  in  degree, 
and  I  believe  it  is  less  than  has  existed 
at  many  other  periods  that  might  be 
named ;  and  certainly  less  now  than  it 
was  this  time  twelvemonths  amongst  the 
agricultural  classes.  In  some  districts 
the  rate  of  wages  may  have  been  reduced 
to  a  greater  degree  than  is  compensated 


lO/il  Af/rimltwral 


{COMMONS} 


IHHreii. 


1052 


fur  by  llio  rodnrlion  in  tho  prico  of  food ; 
but  iiikinpc  North  Northumberland,  a  pecu> 
linrljr  iiKrioulturiil  diHtriot,  nnd  other  dis- 
triotM  in  tlio  north  of  Kngland,  I  bcliovotbo 
riMhiotinn  in  tlio  wnp^a  of  even  agricultural 
Inbotir  \\M  boon  full}*  compensated  by  the 
roduotion  in  tho  pricoR  of  the  ncccsBaries 
ol  lifo;  nnd  that.  I  tbink,  will  be  found  to 
bo  tho  pMioral  roitult  of  any  inquiries  made 
throughout  tho  oountry.  In  some  districts, 
{ndood.  tho  hibo\m»r**  wages  have  been  re- 
duood  to  (>.<.  tir  7f.  a  week;  and  in  these 
oa»0!(.  I  think,  tho  rtnluction  has  been 
nmdo  to  press  on  tho  labourer  in  an  unjust 


on  these  inyeBtigationB.  Bat  I  should  hare 
thought,  when  the  bon.  Gentleman  gaTe 
a  notioe  of  a  Motion  connected  with  the 
poor-law,  that  a  subject  so  important  u 
the  law  of  settlement  cotdd  not  htTe 
been  overlooked  when  it  has  a  most  direct 
bearing  upon  the  interests  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  agricnltural  population.  I  wiQ 
not  discuss  the  principles  of  the  poor-law 
with  the  bon.  Gentleman ;  but  tbe  foundsr 
tion  of  his  argument  was,  that  tbe  unjust 
and  exclusive  burden  of  tbe  poor-rate  bu 
been  placed  upon  tbe  landed  interest.  [Mr. 
Disraeli  intimated  his  dissent.]   Tbe  bon. 


do^*«H\   and  if  oooasiouiHl  by  inability  to   Gentleman    appears  to   have  fallen  into 

{m V  higher  wsi^i^i's,  tho  pressun^  oui^ht  to  tho  same  error  as  last  year — ^namelj,  in 
m\o  boon  pn^portionably  ri'lioved  by  a ,  confounding  real  property  with  tbe  teim 
rtnluotion  of  r^'ut.  With  n^i^anl  to  the  roso- 1  '*  the  landed  interest."  Tbe  bon.  Member 
lutions  whioh  tlio  hon.  Ciontloman  wishes  said  that  the  landed  interest  bad  to  betr 
to  submit  to  a  Oommittoo  of  tho  whole  >  the  burden  of  12,000,000?.  of  local  taxa- 
HouM'*  I  harvllv  autioipated  that  ho  would  .  tion.  Now,  the  bon.  Gentleman  wben  be 
ha^o  totally  omitttNl.  oxoopt  in  a  more  pass<  was  speaking  of  the  property  bj  wbieb  tbe 
hij*  jv'\«vnthoiu'Al  n^tVr^Mu'o.  that  impi^rtant  burden  of  these  12,OO0,OOOI.  bad  to  be 
<|uostiou  ooumvtM  ^ith  tho  |Hvr-Iaw —  borne,  was  speaking,  not  of  tbe  landed 
\m(vrtaut«  not  so  t\u;oh  as  n^siwcs  tho  in-  intort^st,  but  of  tbe  great  bulk  of  tbe  real 
torv^sts  o?*  tbo  ow'uT  or  vwui^ior  ot  land.  prop«?rty  of  this  eonntzr,  wbich  baa  been 
oNxvj^t  \ud'.*Av;\v :  bu:  r.^^s:   ir.*:v*rtAr.:  to   as*o*«d  to  the  poor  erer  since  the  staUrte 
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::  Kliiabeth.  He  says  it  b  not  just  dial 
rval  rr:r<r:T  should  bear  this  burden  es- 
cusirvly:  l-ui  ve  have  heard  Teij  litde 
frod  t^e  boa.  Gentieman  about  the  towati 
Ho  5>: le.  I  :hirLk.  of  these  budeaa  as  «• 
c*-<:.v£>  TCfs*:::^  cj^kxi  the  ••  aoQ."  aad 
be  :.Li.**i  :f  hs  ^:i=^  ocs  of  enkiTadon  ia 
a':-,:.-  fs-i  :lw^>  ^-csr  lie  presaore  of  tbeie 
rc^i^ciw  r'r>f  Ip:s.  G«eswaiaB  alse  ^okt 
;:  :j.i  t .:r«ttrfix^  ^^*^  *?*■  lutd,  omg 
:-'  T^x>:ss  Ar:5  :c  Par^aaacsit  which  iB> 
rcrs.xi  :b^s«fr  :c^*£*l»  ca  nae  Jmiiplisa  «f 
;•,".  i>^.oA  :•  "r.-.T^'crr.  Tit*  hm^  *3«stIeMan  aatici- 
*W  .,■»«.*-»  ;  ,v  ,»x  ;.*  >  >^.:  .v;.  AT'',  :":v;-  TUir^'^i  :«r:  r.nrjkiijof  M V«mas  to  his  w^ 
?v>»^.i  ,v  'V'  i-:/.  ".'ir^*.  ^c .  -o*  ■*.  ;.:*>:  ":•.»»  r^.vrsv  jc-f  ;c  v-xars.  lie  aflKiv^  aM  tM 
>\  Y*-^  u'^,-»*\\-.  *-.*V.  V  ,  ^.  -,  -  s.'.  .'*-£T  ;.•  rioi  ie  c^niiMSf^  I  wifl  b^gii 
%^  V  >  >v*^v  V  x,v  :o,     ,■:      ■  * :    •  :i   tt^-  t.-sc.      T:*  ipta^  ilnnhsMi  ai 
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to  draw  off  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  estates  that  might  have  heen  acquired 
or  inherited  hefore  the  Act  of  Elizaheth 
was  passed.  But  oven  those  estates  hare 
borne  this  burden  ever  since  the  statute  of 
Elisabeth.  That  Act  required  that  the 
property  rated  to  the  reHcf  of  the  poor 
ahould  be  local,  visible,  and  productive 
within  the  parish  in  which  the  owner  re- 
aided.  Now,  it  has  been  over  and  over 
again  decided  that  these  conditions  could 
not  coeiist  in  the  great  bulk  of  per- 
gonal property.  The  Legislature,  there- 
in, practically  excluded  personal  pro- 
perty from  this  burden  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  Disputes'  have,  no  doubt,  arisen 
as  to  the  liability  of  stock  in  trade.  [Mr. 
Disraeli:  Hear,  hear!]  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman cheers  me,  but  he  must  know  that 
stock  in  trade  was  never  practically  rdted. 
It  was  attempted  in  some  few  instances, 
but  the  attempt  proved  utterly  hopeless. 
The  objections  are  so  obvious  that  I  scarce- 
ly need  allude  to  them.  You  must  go  into 
Ut^esmen's  accounts — you  must  have  an 
investigation  of  every  man's  affairs,  and  if 
any  inaccuracy  is  proved,  the  whole  rate  is 
liable  to  be  quashed :  on  those  grounds 
the  annual  Exemption  Act  is  passed.  On 
this  subject  I  will  read  what  is  stated  in 
the  report  on  Local  Taxation,  which  was 
laid  before  the  House  in  the  year  1844. 
In  that  report  it  is  stated  — 

.  *'  Stock  in  trade,  therefore,  was  held  to  bo  liable 
as  the  only  remainiog  species  of  property  which 
complied  with  the  couditions  of  being  local, 
Tisible,  and  profitable.  It  was  not,  however,  till 
»  century  and  a  half  after  the  passing  of  the  sta- 
tute of  Elizabeth  that  the  liability  of  inhabitants 
to  be  rated  for  personal  property  was  agitated  in 
the  courts  of  law.  Lord  Mansfield,  whose  judg- 
ments on  subjects  of  poor-law  were  as  adniirablo 
M  those  by  which  he  gained  so  great  a  reputa- 
tion in  other  matters,  resolutely  controverted  tlie 
liability,  insisting  strongly  that  it  was  impossible 
io  carry  the  liability  into  effect,  and  that  if  it 
were  possible  the  practice  would  bo  highly  impo- 
litic. He  described  many  of  the  anomalies  which 
}t  would  involve,  and  anticipated  most  of  the 
practical  difficulties  which  have  since  been  expe- 
rienoed.  Lord  Mansfield  said,  in  '  Rex  v.  Ring- 
wood,'  decided  in  the  year  1775,  'In  general,  I 
believe,  neither  here  nor  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom  is  personal  property  taxed  to  the  poor 
•  .  .  .  the  justices  at  sessions  should  have 
amended  the  rate  if  they  thought  this  property 
l«teable  ;  and  then,  on  attempting  to  do  it,  they 
would  have  discovered  the  wisdom  uf  conforming 
to  tlie  practice  which  they  expressly  state  in  the 
ease,  of  not  rating  it.  If  tliey  had  tried  to  have 
•mended  it,  how  would  they  have  rated  this  stock? 
An  the  hops  and  the  malt,  and  the  boiler  to  be 
rated  at  so  much  for  each ;  or  is  the  trader  to  be 
jrated  for  the  gross  sum  which  his  whole  stock 
VrooU  sell  for  f   If  the  justices  had  considered, 


they  would  havo  found  out  the  sense  of  not  rating 
it  at  all,  especially  when  it  appears  that  mankind 
has,  as  it  were  with  one  universal  consent,  re- 
frained from  rating  it ;  the  difficulties  attending 
it  are  too  great,  and  so  the  justices  would  have 
found  them.  As  to  the  authorities  which  have 
been  cited,  they  are  very  loose  indeed,  and  even  if 
they  were  less  so,  ono  would  not  pay  them  much 
deference,  especially  as  they  diflbr,  and  the  rules 
they  lay  down  have  not  boon  carried  into  execu- 
tion for  upwards  of  100  years.  They  talk  of  visible 
property — what  is  visible  property  ?  I  confess  I 
do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  visible  property.  If 
every  visible  thing  should  be  determined  to  come 
under  that  description,  in  that  case  a  lease  for 
years,  or  a  watch  in  a  man's  pocket,  would  be 
rateable.  Visible  property  is  something  local  in 
the  place  where  a  man  inhabits.  But  that  does 
not  decide  what  a  man's  personal  property  is.  Con- 
sider how  many  tradesmen  depend  upon  oston* 
siblc  property  only.' 


>f» 


I  have  read  that  to  show  that  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  denies  that  real  property 
has  been  exclusively  subject  to  the  assess- 
ment for  the  poor-rate  from  time  imme- 
morial, he  denies  what  I  believe  to  be  an 
incontrovertible  position,  that  since  the 
passing  of  the  statute  of  Eliz&beth,  real 
property  only  has  been  by  the  common  con- 
sent, as  Lord  Mansfield  says,  of  mankind, 
the  property  assessed  for  the  poor.  As  to 
the  possibility  of  rating  personal  property, 
wo  are  all  agreed  that  it  would  necessarily 
lead  to  a  national  rate,  without  which  it 
could  confer  no  benefit  on  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  each  parish  still  maintain- 
ing its  own  poor  from  its  own  resources. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  talked  of  gradually 
increasing  burdens,  owing  to  Acts  of  Par- 
liament passed  almost  without  observa- 
tion, by  which  additional  taxation  has  been 
put  on  real  property;  but  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  omitted  to  mention  one  im- 
portant fact,  which  is  the  growing  diminu- 
tion of  those  burdens.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  state  in  terms  that  those  bur- 
dens were  increasing;  but  by  his  allusion 
to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  in  question  it 
was  to  be  inferred  that  he  intended  to 
represent  that  year  by  year  real  pro- 
perty was  becoming  more  and  more  bur- 
dened by  this  parochial  and  local  taxation. 
Now,  what  is  the  fact  ?  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  paper,  moved  for  in  1845  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Ripon,  and 
which,  with  the  help  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
has  been  now  continued  to  the  year  1849. 
This  return  shows  the  total  amount  of 
money  levied  for  poor-rates  and  county 
rates  in  England  and  Wales,  and  the  sums 
expended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  from 
1813  to  the  present  time.  In  1813  it  appears 
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that  the  poor-rates  and  the  county  rates 
amounted  to  8,646,84H.,  and  in  the  year 
1849  to  7,674,146i.— so  that  there  is  with- 
in  a  fraction  of  a  million  less  charged  in 
1849  upon  real  property  for  county  rates 
and  poor-rates  than  was  charged  in  1813. 
Now  what  was  the  amount  of  the  popula- 
tion in  1813?      In  1813  the  population 
amounted  to  10,418,000,  and  in  1849  the 
population  may  be  computed  at  17,715,340. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  number  of  persons 
paying  the  rate  has  very  much  increased, 
while  the  charge  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
has  been  diminished  from  12s,  Sd,  per  head 
in  1813,  to  6s,  6^d,  (nearly  one  half)  in 
1849.     So  much  with  respect  to  the  in- 
justice of  what  it  is  said  the  owners  of  real 
property  hare  a  right  to  complain,  on  the 
ground  of  there  being  an  increasing  burden 
on  them,  which  is  totally  disproved  by  the 
figures  to  which  1  have  referred.     From 
these  figures  it  appears  that  the  charge 
upon  real  property  has  been  in  the  course 
of  the   last    thirty-five    years  diminished 
one  million,  while  the  whole  population  has 
increased  from  10,448,000  to  17,715,340. 
Now,  I  will  come  to  another  point  con- 
nected with  this  subject,   and  one  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has    passed   lightly 
over,  namely,  the  proportion  which   land 
bears  to  the  other  real  property   which 
is  assessed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.     I 
understood  the   hon.  Gentleman  to  take 
the  land    as    constituting    two-thirds    of 
the    real  property    so    assessed.       [Mr. 
Disraeli  :    I   beg   the  right    hon.    Gen- 
tleman's pardon,  I   did  not  advert  to  that 
subject.]     1  so  understood  him,  but  as  he 
did  not  advert  to  the  subject,  it  is  the  more 
necessary  that  1  should  advert  to  it,  to 
show  the  proportion  tlie  land  bears  to  other 
real  property.     I  hold  in  my  hand  a  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Poor  Laws  for  1844, 
in  which  the  subject  has  been  alluded  to. 
It  shows  the  increase  of  rateable  property 
since  the  year  1813.     In   1813  the  pro- 
perty taxed   amounted    to    51,898,423?.; 
in  1843  the  property  taxed  amounted  to 
85,800,735^  So  that  not  only  has  the  gross 
charge  diminished  nearly  1,000,000^.  and 
the  population   increased  seven   millions, 
but  during  the    same  period   the   whole 
amount  of  real  property  assessed  for  the 
relief   of    the    poor   has    increased   from 
51,898.423^.  to  85.802,735?.     In  1813 
we  have  51,898,423/.,  bearing  a  larger 
charge  than   85,802,735/.    in    1843.      I 
have  been  able  to  bring  those  returns  down 
to  a  later  period  than  was  quoted  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last  year, 


and  I  find  there  has  been  a  progreuive 
increase  in  each  sabsequent  year  in  the 
value  of  real  property.  The  propertj 
assessable  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was, 
I  said,  in  1813,  about  51  miUiona;  m 
1842,  1843,  and  1844,  it  was  about 
85  millions ;  in  1845  about  86  millions ;  in 
1846,  88  millions  ;  in  1847,  89  miUioni; 
and  in  1848  the  real  propertj  assessed  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  beuing  a  diminished 
burden  as  compared  with  1813,  was  91 
millions;  showing,  since  1813,  an  increste 
of  40  millions.  I  shall  now  call  attentim 
to  the  proportion  of  taxation  which  the 
land  bears  in  comparison  with  the  other 
real  property  assessed;  On  this  point  I 
will  quote  a  passage  from  the  same  re- 
port. After  stating  that  a  yeiy  great  in- 
crease had  taken  place  in  the  jearlj  amoimt 
of  rateable  property  in  England  and  Wsks, 
and  that  its  annual  progress  was  rapid,  the 
Commissioners  say — 

"  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  inoctM 
in  the  annual  value  of  rateable  pi'opettj  ariNi* 
not  onlj  from  the  improved  enltivatioD  of  tki 
land,  and  its  consequently  increaaed  prodaotife- 
ness,  but  also,  to  a  great  extent,  firom  the  laift 
number  of  new  houses  and  other  bnildiiigs  {wtSk 
as  manufactories  and  warehouses),  as  well  as  nil- 
ways,  canals,  wharfe,  dso.,  which  are  eoaitr acted 
from  year  to  year.  Accordingly,  land,  as  wofA, 
pays  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  local  rates  is 
each  successive  year;  and  a  larger  propottioa 
fiiUs  on  the  other  sorts  of  rateable  property.  TUi 
&ct  appears  from  the  table  inserted  in  oar  waA 
annual  report,  par.  27,  which  shows,  that  wlmeu 
the  proportion  of  the  poor's  rates  fidliag  190s 
land  was  69  per  cent,  and  that  fidling  on  othtf 
property  was  31  per  cent,  in  18S6:  thepropoftios 
&lling  on  land  was  only  52  per  cent,  and  on  oCfav 
property  4d  per  cent,  in  1811." 

By  a  return  made  up  to  the  latest  date,  it 
appears  that  the  proportion  now  borne  bj 
land  is  45  per  cent,  and  all  other  property 
55  per  cent.     I  hold  in  mj  hand  a  state- 
ment of  the  increase  in  the  annual  Tihs 
of  real  property  assessed  to  the  propertj 
tax  in  England  and  Wales,  in  1848,  as 
compared  with  184:3.     From   that  doea- 
ment  I  observed  that   in  1843  the  total 
value     of    real    property    assessed    wsi 
85,802  J35Z.     Of  this  the  land  represented 
40,167,088?.;  houses,  35,556,4001.;  raO- 
wavs,  2,417,610{.;  and  all  other  propertj, 
7,661,637.  In  1848  the  rated  value  <rflsnd 
was  41.179,713?.;   houses,  37,282,140.; 
railways,  5,465,584/.;  and  all  other  m- 
pcrty,  7,245,034/.    Showing  between  lo43 
and  1848,  an  increase  in  the  value  of  land 
of  1.012,625/.;    of  houses,  1,725,74«.; 
ralways,  3,047,974/.;  on  all  other  propertj 
there  is  a  decrease  of  416,6031.;  but  the 
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general  increase  in  the  value  of  real  pro- 
perty amounts  to  5,369,736?.  The  in- 
crease per  cent  on  land  is  2.5  per  cent ; 
on  houses,  4.9  per  cent;  and  on  railways, 
126.1  per  cent.  It  thus  appears  that  the 
proportion  of  the  hurdens  now  borne  by  the 
land,  instead  of  being  52  per  cent,  as  in 
1844,  is  45  per  cent,  while  upon  all  other 
property  it  is  55  per  cent.  I  cannot  state 
the  result  better  than  by  an  extract  from 
a  document  submitted  to  the  Lords*  Com- 
mittee, on  the  burdens  of  land,  in  1846,  by 
Lord  Monteagle,  where  it  is  said — 

"  The  rate  has  been  decreasing,  the  property  on 
which  it  is  levied  augmenting,  the  relative  amount 
apportioned  on  land  diminishing,  and  the  whole 
amount  expended,  as  compared  with  the  popula- 
tion, has  been  greatly  reduced." 

I  will  not  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
reductions  that  have  been  made  of  local 
taxation  affecting  real  property,  for  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  confined  himself  to  the 
poor-rate,  but  will  only  remind  the  House 
that  in  the  year  1846  a  portion  of  those 
charges  that  had  been  before  local  charges, 
amoanting  to  a  sum  exceeding  100,0002. 
a  year,  were  taken  off  the  local  taxation, 
and  have  since  been  voted  by  Parliament 
as  an  item  in  the  annual  expenditure.  The 
han.  Gentleman  has  said  that,  having  an- 
ticipated those  two  objections — the  neces- 
iitj  for  a  national  rate,  if  personal  pro- 
perty was  to  be  assessed,  and  the  length 
of  time  this  burden  has  been  exclusively 
placed  on  real  property — he  claims  for  real 
property  an  exemption  from  this  exclusive 
onraen.  He  said  that  the  land  had  been 
entitled  to  countervailing  advantages  which 
enabled  it  hitherto  to  bear  the  burden ;  but 
his  claim  is  not  confined  to  the  land,  but 
extends  to  property  not  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  protective  system.  But  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
other  branches  of  industry  have  been  pro- 
tected, and  the  only  difference  between 
them  and  land  is,  that  agi*icultnrc  was 
the  last  great  branch  of  industry  that  lost 
that  protection — the  protection  having  been 
taken  from  others  at  former  periods;  so 
that  no  sound  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  the  removal  of  protection,  to  prove 
that  this  charge  should  now  be  distri- 
buted over  other  branches  of  industry  which 
lost  at  an  earlier  period  the  advantage  of 
protection.  With  regard  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  proposes  in  the 
first  instance  that  all  the  establishment 
charges  of  the  poor-law  should  be  transferred 
from  the  local  taxation;  that  the  amuunt 
of  tliose  charges  should  be  no  longer  levied 
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on  the  property  assessable  for  the  poor- 
rate,  but  that  in  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  the  charges  should  be  borne 
by  the  imperial  treasury.  The  estab- 
lishment charges  are,  I  believe,  776.000^. 
[Mr.  Disraeli:  Tfie  sum  is  980,000Z.] 
That  amount  is  for  one  year  only  when  the 
Removal  Act  occasioned  some  confusion  in 
the  accoimts,  and  greatly  increased  the  ex- 
pense; but  in  the  last  year  the  establish- 
ment charges  amounted  as  nearly  as  pos^ 
siblc,  to  776.000;.  With  regard  to  Ire- 
land  there  is  no  detailed  statement,  but  1 
understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  state 
the  whole  at  about  a  million  and  a  half  for 
the  united  kingdom.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
says  the  transfer  of  those  charges  from  the 
local  to  the  general  taxation,  does  not  vio- 
late any  principle;  but  I  must  say  I  differ 
with  him.  A  portion  of  those  estabHshment 
charges,  1  fully  admit,  do  not  stand  on  the 
same  ground  as  money  actually  expended 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  but  there  are 
some  of  those  charges  in  which  there  is 
great  risk  of  extravagance.  If  you  take  off 
the  local  check,  by  transferring  them  to 
the  public  treasury,  the  charges  might  be 
indefinitely  increased.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man next  proposes  that  certain  other  ex- 
penses should  be  transferred  from  the  local 
taxation  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  amount- 
ing together,  with  the  former  sum,  to 
2,200,000?.  With  regard  to  some  of  those 
items,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  that  if 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  an  available  surplus, 
I  should  oppose  the  transfer  of  any  parti- 
cular charge,  to  the  transfer  of  which  no 
objection  on  principle  could  be  made,  from 
local  to  general  taxation ;  and  in  arguing 
against  the  proposition  now,  and  asking  the 
House  not  to  accede  to  the  proposal  that 
has  been  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  let 
it  not  be  supposed  that  I  desire  to  preju- 
dice the  consideration  of  any  future  ques- 
tion, with  respect  to  the  transfer  of  some 
of  those  smaller  charges.  1  have  before 
alluded  to  the  transfers  that  were  made  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  T  am  worth,  in  the  year 
1846,  from  local  to  general  taxation.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  that  between  these 
charges  which  were  so  transferred,  and 
some  of  the  charges  enumerated  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  there  is  a  distinc- 
tion in  principle  which  would  prevent  the 
transfer  of  them  from  being  considered, 
or  that  if  justice  required  it,  or  other 
circumstances  rendered  it  expedient,  they 
should  not  be  transferred.     And  if,  at  i^ 
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future  time,  there  is  any  specific  pro- 
position brought  forward  with  regard  to 
those  charges,  I  claim  to  be  at  liberty  to 
come  to  the  discussion  of  the  question  per- 
fectly unfettered,  and  that  I  shall  not  be 
precluded  from  considering  it  by  anything 
1  now  say.  The  hon.  Gentleman  proposes 
that  this  sum  of  2,200,0002. should  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  local  to  the  general  tax- 
ation; and  he  then,  by  his  third  resolution, 
proposes  that  in  addition  to  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  charge  for  the  relief  of  the 
casual  poor  shall  be  transferred  from  the 
local  taxation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  attempt  to  give  us  any  estimate  of 
the  amount  required  for  the  relief  of  the 
casual  poor  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land. He  proposed,  however,  to  transfer 
the  whole  amount  at  once  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  and  said,  in  passing,  that 
this  branch  of  relief  required  no  local  ad- 
ministration, and  that  no  possible  reason 
can  exist  why  the  relief  of  that  class  of 
poor  should  not  be  undertaken  by  the 
Treasury.  [Mr.  Disraeli:  My  proposal 
did  not  apply  to  Ireland.]  Then  Ireland 
is  to  receive  no  benefit.  Now  I  cannot 
conceive  anything  more  objectionable  than 
to  transfer  the  charge  for  the  relief  of  the 
casual  poor  to  the  public  treasury.  When 
I  look  to  the  report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  lately  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House,  I  find,  that  owing  to  the  local  ex- 
amination that  takes  place,  and  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  boards  of  guardians  to 
keep  down  this  branch  of  expenditure, 
great  reductions  have  been  made.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  would  not  bo  tlie  case,  if 
the  expense  was  thrown  on  the  Treasury, 
and  I  must  therefore  on  this  ground  object 
to  this  proposition.  But  what,  in  fact,  is 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  ?  It 
is  a  transfer  of  a  large  amount  of  expendi- 
ture from  local  to  general  taxation.  He  draws 
a  wide  distinction  between  his  proposal  this 
year  and  last  year.  On  the  present  occasion 
he  says  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  an  overflowing  treasury,  and  he  speaks 
of  the  surplus  as  being  sutfioient  to  meet  the 
demand  on  the  general  taxation  of  the 
country,  which  the  adoption  of  his  scheme 
would  create.  Now,  I  denv  that  anvthins: 
has  fallen  from  niv  riirht  hon.  Friend  that 
would  justify  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  saying 
that,  to  supply  this  l\200.000/.,  to  which 
it  to  be  added  an  indefinite  amount  for  the 
nlief  of  the  casur.l  pi>or,  there  is  a  suf- 
Scient  suqilus  without  tlie  imposition  of 
freth  taxes.  But.  supiH^so  this  surplus 
aihoiild  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  pioposal  of 


the  hon.  Gentleman,  is  it  juBt,  is  it  expe- 
dient, or  is  it  reasonable,  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  without  taking  a  general  and 
comprehensive  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
country,  to  anticipate  the  appropriation  of 
that  surplus,  whatever  it  may  be  ?  Will  ihe 
House  now  pledge  itself,  without  taking  the 
view  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  of  the  gen- 
eral financial  position  of  the  eountrj — will 
they,  without  considering  what  rdief  (if 
relief  be  practicable)  may  be  accorded  to 
the  agricultural  as  well  as  to  other  branches 
of  the  community,  be  prepared  to  saj  that 
with  an  uncertain  surplus  they  will  propose 
the  imposition  on  the  public  taxation  of 
the  country,  or  the  Consolidated  Fnnd,  of 
a  sum  which,  leaving  out  one  unascertained 
amount,  exceeds  2,000,000Z.,  the  lai^^t 
amount  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he  had  a  right  to 
anticipate.  It  is  proposed  that  this  charge 
should  be  thrown  on  the  general  taxation 
of  the  country,  and  that  without  taking  a 
general  view  of  the  taxation  and  of  the  in- 
terests of  this  country.  But  what  wonld  be 
the  value  of  this  transfer  to  the  persons  of 
whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  speaxs  ?  We 
ought  to  know  in  the  first  place  what  the 
amount  of  relief  to  them  would  be,  and 
what  benefit  they  would  derive  from  it. 
Taking  the  2,200,000{.,  and  tearing  out 
the  item  of  casual  relief,  the  land  pays 
45  per  cent  of  that  sum,  and  other  rsal 
property  55  per  cent.  What  great  ad- 
vantage, then,  would  the  transfer  confisr 
on  the  agricultural  districts,  which,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  would  enable  them 
to  bear  up  against  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  ?  It  would  take  off  a  portion  of 
local  taxation,  of  which  their  proportion  if 
only  45  per  cent ;  but  it  must  be  obriooi 
that,  if  it  were  necessaiy,  as  I  beliefe  it 
would  be,  to  impose  new  taxes,  they  wooU 
have  to  bear  their  share  of  the  increassd 
taxation,  and  thus  lose  in  one  way  what 
they  would  gain  in  another.  I  belieye  the 
relief  afiforded  to  the  agricultural  interest 
would  not  amount  to  more  than  3d,  or  id, 
in  the  pound  at  the  most  on  the  property 
assessed  as  land;  and  I  do  not  betiere  tlM 
agricultural  interest,  after  all  they  hafe 
heard  of  their  impending  min,  and  the 
measures  proposed  for  their  relief,  will 
thank  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  rdief 
intended  to  be  conferred  on  them  by  hif 
present  proposition.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  also  of  the  incidence  of  taxation, 
which  is  a  material  point  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  difier  much  from  the  riew  he  takes  of 
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this  snbjeet.  He  said  the  incidence  of 
taxation  was  on  the  land,  and  that  there 
was  a  community  of  interest  between  the 
landowners  and  land  occupiers.  To  a  great 
extent  this  is  true.  I  will  read  an  extract 
on  this  subject  from  the  Lords'  report  with 
respect  to  the  burdens  on  land.  The  re- 
port says — 

"  In  estimating  the  amount  of  the  burdens  to 
which  real  property  is  subject,  the  Committee 
havo  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  attempt  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  owner  and  occupier  of 
the  soil,  as  representing  separate  interests.  In 
many  parts  of  the  country  they  arc  actually  iden- 
tical, the  owners  cultiyating  their  own  property. 
Letting  land  to  capitalists,  instead  of  the  owner 
eultivating  it  himself,  is  only  a  different  mode  of 
management;  and  all  charges  leyicd  upon  the 
land,  whether  paid  by  owner  or  occupier,  reduce 
the  net  profits  of  their  joint  capital  invested  in 
the  cultivation  of  it.  The  capitalist  hires  the  use 
€f  the  land  and  of  the  buildings  necessary  for  the 
eultiyation  of  it,  as  an  instrument  by  which  he 
may  torn  his  capital  to  profit ;  and  the  price  he 
offers  is  regulated  by  the  liabilities  he  incurs,  in 
the  employment  of  such  an  instrument.  When 
tboee  liabilities  are  easily  ascertained,  the  capi- 
talist can  precisely  calculate  the  consequent  re- 
daction in  the  amount  he  would  otherwise  pay  for 
the  use  of  the  soil ;  but  in  cases  where  the  charges 
flaotuate,  and  an  approximation  to  their  amount 
can  alone  be  made,  he  subjects  himself  to  the 
irariation  of  those  charges  during  the  term  of  his 
occupation." 

This  passage,  and  especially  the  latter 
part  of  it,  appears  to  me  to  contain  a 
nur  statement  of  the  incidence  of  taxation 
between  the  owner  and  occupier.  When 
A  eertain  sum  is  charged  on  land,  such  as 
that  for  tithe,  it  falls  on  the  owner,  and 
not  on  the  occupier.  The  occupier  gives 
flo  much  more  or  less  rent,  according  as 
he  is  to  pay  the  tithe  or  not.  As  to  the 
fluctuating  charges  on  land  during  the 
terms  of  the  tenant's  occupation,  he  has  an 
immediate  interest  in  keeping  them  down. 
If  there  be  any  reduction  of  them  during 
his  occupation,  there  is  no  doubt  the  money 
floes  into  his  pocket,  for  he  pays  a  certain 
Sxed  rent  to  the  landlord;  but  the  moment 
he  eomes  to  make  a  new  bargain,  the  land- 
owner says  the  rates  on  an  average  are 
less  than  before,  you  must  give  me  so 
much  more  rent  than  before,  and  the  land- 
lord gets  the  benefit  in  the  shape  of  an  in- 
creased rent.  Ultimately,  therefore,  the 
benefit  is  gained  by  the  owner  of  the  land. 
The  hon.  Member  has  said  that  his  propo- 
sitions were  recommended  to  the  House 
hj  their  justice.  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  has  correctly  described  his  pro- 
posals as  just  ones.  I  have  shown  that 
diose  charges  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  have  been  imposed  upon  real  pro- 


perty from  time  immemorial — ever  since, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  passing  of  the  43rd 
Elizabeth.  I  have  also  shown  that  the 
grounds  put  forward  for  the  proposed  ex- 
emption, on  the  ground  of  the  removal  of 
protection,  might  with  equal  propriety  and 
justice  be  put  forward  by  the  other  branches 
of  industry  in  this  country  from  whom  pro- 
tection had  been  withdrawn  at  an  earlier 
period.  When  the  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
to  the  Amendment  of  which  notice  had 
been  given,  but  which  has  not  been  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Orkney,  he  stated 
that  he  held  in  his  hand  returns  which 
showed  the  amount  of  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  land  since  1-800 ;  but  in  order  to  give 
a  complete  view  of  the  case,  the  amount  of 
corresponding  advantages  derived  during 
that  same  period  from  the  operation  of  the 
protective  system  ought  also  to  be  shown. 
The  hon.  Member  also  recommended  his 
proposition  to  the  House  on  the  ground  of 
its  practicability.  In  that  opinion  I  do  not 
concur  with  the  hon.  Member ;  for  his  plan 
would  require  a  larger  amount  of  disposable 
revenue  than  can  be  anticipated  from  any 
statement  that  has  been  made  with  respect 
to  surplus  revenue  at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year;  and  it  would  be  obviously  unjust 
to  exclude  all  the  other  classes  of  industry 
from  those  benefits  which  they  might 
claim  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  best 
mode  of  dealing  with  that  surplus.  But 
in  addition  to  that  objection  to  the  plan,  it 
is  also  open  to  that  of  the  increased  ex- 
penditure which  would  almost  of  necessity 
attend  his  proposed  transfer  of  local  charges 
to  general  taxation.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  made  this  proposal  as  one,  as  he 
tells  us,  of  a  series  of  measures.  That, 
Sir,  is,  I  think,  one  reason  why  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  be  extremely  cautious  how  they 
give  their  assent  to  this  the  first  only  of  a 
series  of  measures.  We  ought  to  hear 
something  of  the  other  plans  in  con- 
templation, and  we  ought  to  be  told 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from  which 
is  to  give  relief  to  the  ogricultural  inter- 
est, by  means  of  those  other  measures 
which  are  yet  in  perspective,  and  which 
the  hon.  Member  intends  to  submit  to  the 
House  after  we  agree  to  this  Motion.  At 
all  events,  we  ought  not  to  be  placed  in 
the  dilemma  of  having  agrfccd  to  the  first 
proposal  of  the  series,  when,  probably,  the 
remaining  plans  may  be  found,  when 
brought  forward,  to  be  inoperative  or  im- 
practicable. We  ought  to  know  to  what 
the  adoption  of  the  first  would  lead  us,  and 
to  what  point  it  is  that  the  hon.  Member 
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wiRliftfl  118  to  follow  him;  and  more  especially  !  it  was  delivered,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
18  iU'iA  caution  necessary,  since  the  hon.  was  a  single  expression  in  his  speech 
(iontloman  has  tolil  iis  that  he  is  not  in  which  could  give  pain  or  offence  to  any 
the  hahit  of  rotating  out  of  the  House  what  person.  I  only  hope  that  in  the  answer 
he  would  not  be  prepared  to  state  in  the  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  make,  I  have 
House ;  and,  although  we  have  not  yet  also  avoided  anything  which  can  be  con- 
been  told  in  the  House  what  any  of  those  sidcred  as  even,  I  will  not  say,  giving  no 
ulterior  measures  may  be,  wc  arc,  through  olfence  to  any  portion  of  the  community, 
tho  medium  of  statements  made  at  meet-  but  as  indicating  even  a  want  of  sympathy 
ings  during  the  recess,  not  altogether  with  that  class  of  the  community  upon 
without  information  as  to  what  may,  in  whose  behalf  he  appeals  to  the  House.  I 
all  probability,  be  the  next  proposal  in  am  glad  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
the  series.  I  hold  in  mv  hand  what  the  concurrence  of  those  who  sit  near  him, 
purports  to  be  a  revised  copy  of  the  intimates  that  any  system  of  protection 
speech  of  the  lion.  Member  for  Bucking-  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
hamshire,  delivered  by  him  in  the  ha-  price  of  produce,  or  for  keeping  up  the 
rouial  hall  of  Castle  Hedingham,  in  the  amount  of  rents,  is  not  to  be  thought  of. 
county  of  Essex,  in  which — after  adverting  I  think  nothing  can  be  more  prejudicial  to 
to  the  proposal  whicii  he  now  makes  of  the  the  interests  of  agriculture  than  to  lead 
transfer  of  local  burdens  to  the  general  those  connected  with  it  to  expect  any  great 
taxation  of  the  country,  and  which  he  relief  from  any  measures  which  Parlia- 
states  would  be  but  a  very  slight  benefit  ment  could  adopt.  I  believe  that  it  is  nus- 
to  the  landed  interest,  and  not  that  which  chievous,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  encou- 
it  was  to  be  supposed  that  he  thought  the  rage  this  expectation.  But,  at  tbe  same 
agricultural  interest  were  entitled  to  claim,  time,  I  believe  it  to  be  impossible  to  se- 
or  such  as  would  enable  them  to  bear  up  parate  the  interests  of  the  agriculturist 
against  the  altered  circumstances  in  which  from  that  of  all  other  classes,  or  that  there 
they  were  now  placed — the  hon.  Member  can  be  a  permanent  flourishing  manufac- 
goes  on  to  state  that  his  other  measures  turing  community  in  any  conntxy  where 
were  of  a  far  more  important  character,  agriculture  is  permanently  depressed.  With 
and  urged  the  necessity  of  not  allowing  respect  to  the  existence  of  agricultural 
Parliament  tu  assemble  for  a  week  before  distress,  to  the  extent  which  I  have  be- 
all  England  made  itself  heard  in  the  dc-  fore  stated,  I  concur  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
mand  for  the  establishment  of  a  sinking  tleman,  and  I  sympathise  with,  and  par- 
fund.  The  hon.  Member  says —  tieipate  obo,  to  a  certam  extent,  in  that 
••  Mj  opiniua  k  ih.it  the  best  and  most  practi-  distress.     But  that  is  no  reason  why  we 

eal  war  of  carryin:;  that  out  is  by  doin^  that  di-  should  merely  look  to    Parliament  for  le- 

reccly  by  a  proo>d!»  which  I  pointed  out  formerly  lief,  instead  of  adopting  those  means  which 

indir»*tly.  namely   to  lay  an  */  vdortui  duiy  ^re  within  our  reach  of  meetinir  an  altered 

upon  all  artici...  of  h,r,ri-n  imports.     Ihat  is  the  ^  circumstances,  bj  applTiniT  that 

wirapon.  the  charm*nl  weapon,  with  which  we  shall  *'*"\'-    '^*    »,..^t*i«a«««*.«,   wj   •ft^ju'S  •»• 

win  thr  battle.     Put  that  weapon  into  the  hands  capital  to  the  Uind  which  may  deyelop  itt 

of  any  knight  you  may  choose  tor  the  rencontre,  resources,  and  which,    I    beliere,   ia    now 

and  I  itake  my  political  reputation  upon  the  sue-  beins:  applied  more  extensirely  than  per- 

ceM  of  the  plan."  :  jj^j^*"  ^^  ^j,^  former  period,  with  the  Tiew 

I  ask  the  hon.  Kembor,  does  he  still  stake  of  increasing  its  production,  and  giTing  a 

his  political  reputatii)n  upon  tiie  success  of  large  amount  of   employment  to  the  la- 

a  proposal  of  that  kind  i — and.  if  wo  are  bourer.      That  is  the  true  remedy  which 

prepared  to  agree  to  his  proposition,  is  the  ought  to   be   applied    under  the    present 

increased  expenditure  to  be  met  by  an  lui  state  of  things.     I  trust  that  tbe  result  of 

valorem  duty  upon  all  articles  uf  import,  tlie  discussion  in  this  Hoa;se  will  be  to  un- 

including,  of  course,  the  important  article  doeolvo  those  who  have  been  deluded  on 

of  com  }      That  is  a  question  upon  which  such  occasions  as  that  in  the  old  baronial 

I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  give  us  a  de>  hall   of  Castle    Hedingham,   listening  to 

dare  answer  before  the  Hou^e  proceeds  to  what  was  there  termed  one  of  the  splenfid 

a  TQte  upon  his  present  pri:'p«>sal.      Tho  corruscacious    of    the    hon.    Memb^   for 

&aa.  Member  has  spoken  ot  the  temper  ia  Ducklni^hamshire:   or  at    other   meetings 

sEl  he  had  bruuirht  forward  hi 4  MocLvi.  wliorc  they  have  been  led  to  expect  lar«« 

Udsnre  the  lion.  M-iiabor  that  I  ha-t;  -irA   cciirorohenoive   !uoasure«  of  relief,  or 

i  wicli  ^ra:;ac:icion   to   his  Otlo ;•'.•>.<.  .i    ■••.': '.irM   to    the    pritcctive    svscenu  and 

I          si  the  oniric  aiiJ  temper  iu  wiiicli  '>>':iop.*  a  ilespouiiiuir  spirit   H-»^    been 
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couraged  by  those  whose  iuterests  alone, 
I  should  have  thought,  would  have  led 
them  to  encourage  a  different  spirit.  I 
trust  that  the  discussion  which  took  place 
upon  the  Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  the  effect  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  has  ad- 
mitted, and  the  discussion  upon  this,  the 
first  of  a  series  of  proposals  to  be  submit- 
ted to  the  House,  and  those  which  may  yet 
take  place  upon  the  subsequent  proposi- 
tions which  the  hon.  Member  may  submit, 
Irith  the  view  of  completing  the  series,  will 
have  the  effect  of  leading  the  agriculturists 
of  this  country  to  look  to  themselves  for 
the  remedy  for  those  evils  of  which  they 
complain  —  to  look  to  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  land  by  the  appli- 
cation of  labour  and  capital  to  the  soil, 
and  the  exercise  of  that  skill  and  in- 
dustry which,  I  believe,  it  is  an  injustice 
to  the  agriculturists  to  suppose  that  they 
do  not  possess,  to  an  equal  extent  at  least, 
with  the  other  industrial  classes  of  the 
country.  For  these  reasons  I  feel  bound 
to  oppose  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mb.  CHARTERIS  said,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  vote  for  going  into  Committee. 
It  had  been  contended  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  and 
he  supported  that  view,  that  it  was  unfair 
there  should  be  greater  burdens  on  real 
property  than  on  personal  property.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  based  his  claim  on 
agricultural  distress.  He  (Mr.  Charteris) 
believed  that  distress  was  great,  and  he 
deplored  its  existence;  but  he  differed  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  a  certain  degree  as 
to  the  cause,  and  did  not  believe  that  it  was 
permanent.  But  why  should  he  come  to 
the  House  in  formd  pauperis  when  he  be- 
lieved he  could  come  as  a  creditor  de- 
prived of  his  legal  riglit  ?  He  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  damaged  his  cause  and 
prejudiced  his  constituents  in  making  an 
appeal  cui  misericordiain,  instead  of  to  the 
justice  of  the  House — an  appeal  which  had 
DOTor  been  made  in  vain.  The  question 
really  at  issue  was,  what  was  the  law  of 
England  on  this  point  ?  By  the  statute  of 
the  43rd  of  Elizabeth,  it  was  enacted  that 
ererj  man  should  be  called  on  to  support 
tiie  poor  in  proportion  to  his  ability.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
had  attempted  to  show  that  that  was  not 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  quoted  a  judg- 
ment of  Lord  Mansfield;  but  that  noble 
and  learned  Lord  did  not  say  that  that  was 
not  the  laWy  but  that  it  was  impolitic  to 


carry  it  into  effect;  and  he  (Mr.  Charteris) 
also  believed  that  that  judgment  was  given 
prior  to  a  judgment  by  Lord  Kenyon  on 
the  same  subject.  The  latter  was  given  in 
1795,  and  Lord  Kenyon  in  it  expressed 
his  opinion,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
other  judges  of  his  court,  that  personal 
property  was  liable  to  be  assessed  for  the 
poor.  The  preamble  of  the  Act  which 
they  annually  passed  for  the  exemption  of 
stock  in  trade,  showed  what  the  spirit  and 
the  intention  of  the  law  was;  but  the  law 
was  not  carried  out — it  was  defeated  by  the 
Act  to  which  he  had  just  referred.  The 
one  was  an  ancient  statute,  just  in  principle 
and  permanent  in  character;  the  other  was, 
as  it  has  been  termed,  a  legislative  violence 
— unjust  in  principle,  temporary  in  charac- 
ter, and  of  recent  date.  And  why  was  it 
temporary,  except  that  it  was  so  palpably 
and  flagrantly  unjust  that  no  Minister  ever 
proposed  its  enactment  for  a  longer  period 
than  a  year  ?  As  far  as  real  property  was 
concerned,  the  burdens  had  been  increas* 
ing.  He  thought  the  landed  interest  had 
a  just  claim  that  personal  property  should 
bear  its  fair  share.  Since  the  43rd  of 
Elizabeth,  numerous  other  burdens  had 
been  imposed,  from  which  stock  in  trade, 
among  other  things,  was  exempted.  Among 
these  might  be  mentioned  rates  for  lunatic 
asylums,  borough  watch  rates,  hundred 
rates,  and  several  others  of  a  similar  char- 
acter. They  had,  therefore,  a  just  right 
to  present  their  claim  for  some  alteration 
in  this  state  of  things.  They  could  not 
impugn  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but  they 
said  that  the  law  exempting  stock  in  trade 
and  other  personal  property  was  passed  of 
necessity,  because  the  law  as  it  stood  be- 
fore was  practically  inapplicable,  and  could 
not  be  carried  out,  so  great  were  the  diffi- 
culties; but  he  would  ask  why  it  could  not 
be  carried  out,  because,  if  he  turned  to 
Scotland,  they  had  there  a  law  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  by  what  was  called  a 
system  of  means  and  substance,  which  was 
practically  of  the  same  effect  as  the  law  of 
Elizabeth.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Senior,  and 
others,  who  had  been  examined  before  the 
Lords*  Committee,  stated  that  personal 
property  contributed  to  the  support  of  the 
poor  in  Scotland,  and  in  New  England. 
Where  there  was  a  will  there  was  a  way; 
and  if  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  the 
law  was  grappled  with,  it  would  rapidly 
disappear  :  but  he  would  admit,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  difficulty  was 
that  the  law  really  could  not  be  carried 
out.     What  then?     They  admitted  that 
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they  could  not  deny  the  justice  of  the 
claim  of  the  landed  interest,  and  therefore 
that  interest  had  a  right  to  come  to  that 
House  for  compensation  and  relief  in  some 
other  way.     He  did  not  assent  to  or  de- 
fend the  form  in  which  the  hon.  Mcmher 
for  Buckinghamshiro  had   proposed   that 
the  relief    should  ho    given.      lie   (Mr. 
Chartcris)  was  well  aware  of  the  argument 
that  any  attempt  to  defray  any  portion  of 
these  charges  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
would  open  the  door  to  every  species  of 
ahuso  and  extravagance,  and  that,  under 
the  operation  of  such  a  system,  the  poor- 
rates,  which  now  amounted  to  about  six 
millions,    would   soon   double    that    sum. 
There  were  charges,  however,  which  were 
not  open  to  that  objection.     He  admitted 
the  validity  of  the  objection,  and  believed 
with  the  right  hon.  Home  Secretary  that 
it  was  to  our  self-government  and  to  our 
municipal  institutions  that  we  were  indebt- 
ed for  our  spirit  and  independence;  and  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  established  in  this 
country  that  bureaucratic  and  centralising 
system  that  prevailed  on  the  Continent. 
But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  cost  of  the 
erection  of  lunatic  asylums,  of  gaols,  of 
workhouses,  and  the  payment  of  the  police, 
should  not  be  charged  on  real  property; 
and  he  would  suggest,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  police  should  be  carried  out  on  the 
system  recommended  by  the  Constabulary 
Commissioners — a  general  system.     That 
would  tend  to  check  vagrancy,  which  so 
much  interfered  ^i-ith  the  relief  extended 
to  the  casual  poor.  Indeed,  ho  was  inform- 
ed that  in  Essex  the  casual  poor  had  de- 
creased 90  per  cent  in  consequence  of  the 
relief  having  been   administered   through 
the  police.     The  remarks  which  he  had 
ventured  to  offer  to  the  House,  were  made  in 
no  hostile  spirit  towards  the  manufactur- 
ing or  any  other  class,  for  he  well  knew  that 
upon  the  prosperity  of  manufactures  and 
trade  that  of  the  landed  interest  depended. 
It  was  to  the  rapid  increase  and  growth  of 
manufactures  the  land  owed  its  value — a 
Talue  that  was  daily  increasing;  but  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  nature  of  the 
ease,     lie  did  not  see  why  the  fundholder 
or  the  manufacturer  should  not  contribute 
his  support  to  the  poor  as  well  as  others. 
Thej  had  the  same  interest  in  the  internal 
1       a  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  as 
who  were  dependent  on  land.      If 
were  any  disturbance  in  the  manu- 
I      ricts,  it  was  not  the  land  that 
;er,  but  the  mills  and  factories, 
pertj  of  the  manufacturer.     If 


there  were  a  rising  in  Yorkshire  or  Lanca- 
shire, that  necessarily  acted  on  the  Stock 
Exchange,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  fsU 
of  the  funds.  He  therefore  urged  the 
claims  of  the  landed  interest  upon  the 
House,  convinced  of  their  justice.  It  was 
no  favour  that  they  asked — thej  demanded 
a  right,  and  called  on  the  Goyemment  to 
carry  out  the  law  in  letter  and  spirit  as  it 
was  found  in  the  Statute-book;  and  if 
the  Government  told  them  that  thej  wwe 
unable,  or  that  it  was  impolitio  so  to  do, 
then,  he  said,  they  had  a  claim  at  their 
hands  for  compensation. 

Mr.A.ANDERSON'^:  Hr.  Speaker, in 
rising  to  explun  to  the  House  my  reason 
for  not  now  moving  the  Amendment  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Buck« 
inghamshire,  which  stands  on  the  paper  in 
my  name,  as  well  as  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  give  notice  of  it,  I  must  not 
omit,  Sir,  in  the  first  instance,  to  express 
my  humble  acknowledgments  to  that  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  condescending  oourtesj 
which  he  has  evinced  towards  me,  in  kindly 
volunteering  to  enlighten  my  ignorance  ana 
instruct  my  inexperience,  by  statistical  in> 
formation  on  com  and  taxation,  extending 
to  so  remote  a  period  as  the  year  one  thou- 
sand and  five;  and  at  the  same  time  to  as- 
sure him  that  his  courteous  offer  has  had 
no  influence  whatever  on  my  detenninatioa 
not  to  press  my  Motion  on  the  conuder^ 
tion  of  the  House  on  the  present  oceaskm. 

Until  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
enlightened  us  on  the  subject,  we  were  in 
the  dark.  Sir,  as  to  the  precise  nature  of 
the  questions  which  he  intended  to  submit 
to  the  House,  if  it  should  agree  to  go  into 
Committee.  He  has  now  informed  us  thst 
he  intends  to  propose,  that  about  two  nul> 
lions  of  the  local  taxation  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  to  which  landed  property,  in  eon- 
junction  with  other  fixed  property,  has  been 
hitherto  liable,  shall  be  transfeired  to  the 
community  at  large.  I  therefore  oonuder. 
Sir,  that  it  will  be  more  expedient  and  sa- 
tisfactory to  leave  that  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  House,  on  its  own  merits, 
than  to  encumber  it  with  an  Amendment. 

I  now,  Sir,  beg  to  craro  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  while  I  attempt  to  state  a 
few  plain  facts,  explanatory  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  propose  my  Motion 
as  an  Amendment  on  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire;  and  which 
Motion  I  may  probably  yet  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  bring  forward  in  a  substantiTe 
shape. 

In  entering  into  this  explanation,  Sir^  I 
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hope  to  be  able  to  render  myself  intelli- 
gible to  the  House,  without  the  aid  of  the 
antiquarian  statistics  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man— although  on  some  future  occasion  I 
may  be  induced  to  avail  myself  of  his  prof- 
fered instruction,  when,  perhaps,  he  may 
kindly  favour  me  with  the  statistics  of  a 
com  monopoly  of  a  still  more  ancient  date, 
namely,  that  which  brought  a  certain  an- 
oient  people  into  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
where  they  were,  at  the  outset  at  least, 
treated  by  the  corn  monopolists  of  that 
country  far  better  than  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man's party  have  treated  the  corn  buyers 
of  this  country. 

From  the  recent  proceedings  of  that 
party»  they  appear  to  have  two  objects  in 
Tiew — namely,  to  induce  the  country  to 
submit  again  to  that  system  of  restrictive 
commercial  legislation  from  which  it  has 
BO  lately  been  emancipated;  and  also  to 
pennit  them  to  remove  from  themselves, 
and  to  place  on  the  people,  a  portion,  or 
perhaps  the  whole,  of  the  burdens  which 
they  allege  are  borne  in  an  undue  propor- 
tion by  land. 

Now,  Sir,  in  order  to  enable  the  House 
and  the  country  to  consider  these  questions 
correctly,  I  submit  that  a  preliminary  in- 
TCStigation  ought  to  be  instituted,  for  the 
purpose  of  eliciting,  first,  the  effect  which 
the  laws  restricting  the  importation  and 
consumption  of  foreign  corn  and  provisions 
have  had  on  the  cost  of  the  food,  and  on 
the  industrial  and  social  progress  or  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  during  the  period  of 
thirty-four  years  that  tliey  were  in  force. 
And,  in  the  second  place,  to  ascertain 
whether  landownership — as  I  may  term  it 
—-has  any  well-founded  claim  to  relief,  on 
the  ground  of  its  bearing  more  than  its 
fair  proportion  of  the  public  burdens,  or 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  it  has  not  un- 
fiairly  exempted  itself  from  a  proportion  of 
taxation  which  it  ought  to  have  borne,  and 
whether  the  claim  for  relief  does  not  rest 
with  the  people  as  against  the  owners  of 
agrteultural  property. 

These,  Sir,  were  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  place  my  Motion  on  tho  Notice 
paper,  and  I  will  now  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  state  to  the  House  some  of 
the  facta  by  which  I  intended  to  support 
that  Motion.  And  with  reference  again. 
Sir,  to  the  attempt  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire  to  demolish,  by  anti- 
inpation,  so  undistinguished  an  antagonist 
ms  myaelf,  on  my  presumed  ignorance  of 
blue-backed  literature,  I  venture  to  express 
a  hope,  that  when  I  have  finished  my  state- 


ment, even  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  acquit 
me  of  having  been  altogether  negligent  in 
consulting  it. 

The  history  of  tho  corn  laws.  Sir,  with 
which  I  now  propose  to  deal,  is  familiar  to 
most  of  us — is  in  the  personal  recollection 
of  many  of  us — and  may  be  told  in  a  few 
words. 

In  the  year  1815,  tho  country  had  re- 
turned to  a  state  of  peace,  from  a  war  with 
nearly  all  the  world ;  a  war  which  had  cost 
the  nation  an  enormous  amount  of  blood 
and  treasure,  and  in  which  it  was  involved 
by  the  landowning  class  themselves,  to 
further  a  class  policy,  and  for  no  object  of 
national  benefit  or  necessity.  Now,  Sir, 
we  all  know  that  the  Parliament  of  1815 
contained  a  large  majority  of  owners  of 
land,  and  of  nominees,  dependants,  and 
connexions  of  owners  of  land;  and  that  the 
majority  of  that  Parliament  so  composed 
— being  apprehensive  that  the  introduc* 
tion  into  this  country  of  foreign-grown 
corn,  and  of  other  agricultural  produce 
used  for  human  food,  which  the  return  to 
a  state  of  peace  would  facilitate,  would 
lower  tho  high  prices  which  the  state  of 
war  had  enabled  them  to  obtain,  and  would 
consequently  diminish  their  rents  and  in- 
comes— passed  a  law,  intended  to  maintain 
wheat  at  8O5.  the  quarter,  and  other  kinds 
of  grain  in  proportion,  by  preventing  the 
people  of  this  country  from  consuming  fo- 
reign corn,  until  they,  the  landowners, 
could  realise  such  prices  for  theirs.  The 
importation  for  consumption,  in  this  coun- 
try, of  various  other  articles  of  agricultural 
produce,  such  as  beef,  pork,  live  cattle, 
butter,  cheese,  dz^c,  was  also  prohibited  by 
high  duties.  The  corn  law,  with  some 
modifications  as  to  the  minimum  prices 
which  it  was  supposed  could  be  maintained 
by  it,  continued  from  the  year  1815  to 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1849,  when  it 
ceased  ;  the  enlightenment  of  the  publio 
mind,  tho  apprehension  of  a  famine,  and 
the  moral  courage  of  a  leading  statesman, 
who  sacrificed  party  and  power  to  the  good 
of  his  country,  having  effected  its  abolition. 

Now,  Sir,  when  we  are  asked  to  re-enact 
the  corn  law,  and  to  return  to  the  restric- 
tive system  of  commercial  legislation,  it  is 
surely  proper  to  take  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  operation  of  that  law  and  system 
during  the  long  period  they  were  in  force. 
And  what,  Sir,  have  been  their  effects  ? 
Fortunately,  I  have  here  the  answer  to 
that  question,  in  the  words  of  one  whose 
opinion  must  command  infinitely  more 
respect  than  any  opinion  of  so  very  humble 
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an  individual  as  myself.     It  is  the  opinion, 

Sir,  of  no  less  a  personage  than  the  noble 

Lord  now  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's 

Councils.   That  noble  Lord,  after,  no  doubt, 

devoting  his  great  abilities,  and  giving  the 

most  anxious  consideration  to  the  subject, 

declared  and   published  to  the  world  his 

deliberate  conviction  that  the  corn  law  had 

operated  as 

— "the  bane  of  agriculture,  the  blight  of  com- 
merce, the  source  of  bitter  divisions  among 
classes,  the  cause  of  penury,  fever,  mortality,  and 
crime  among  the  people." 

Now,  Sir,  is  it  possible  to  imagine  a 
greater  national  curse  than  these  words 
describe  ?  Not  my  words,  be  it  remem- 
bered, but  the  words  of  the  Prime  Minister 
of  England.  Yet,  to  such  a  system, 
fraught  with  such  disastrous  consequences, 
would  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  wish 
the  country  to  return  !  And  for  what  ob- 
ject ?  To  mitigate  the  alleged  distress  of 
the  agricultural  classes,  putting  promi- 
nently forward,  under  that  denomination, 
the  tenant-farmers !  Why,  Sir,  the  tenant- 
farmers  have  been  the  chief  victims  of  the 
landlord's  law.  They  have  been  deluded 
from  time  to  time — and  many  of  them 
seem  not  yet  to  have  awakened  from  that 
delusion — that  it  was  possible  to  maintain 
a  steady  high  price  for  corn  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  They  were  told  by  their 
landlords,  in  1815,  that  wheat  should  bo 
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for  a  great  portion  of  the  period  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  with  the  prices  which  ruled 
in  this  country  at  similar  times.  After 
deducting  the  cost  of  transit  charges,  and 
a  fair  commercial  profit,  I  have  considered 
the  prices  at  which  such  foreign  com  and 
provisions  could  have  been  placed  in  this 
country,  free  of  duty,  to  be  the  prices 
at  which  all  com  and  provisions  could  have 
been  obtained  in  this  country.  For  this 
estimate,  I  have  not  only  availed  myself  of 
the  published  official  records,  but  of  mt- 
vate  mercantile  information.  And,  with- 
out fatiguing  the  House  by  a  mass  of  de- 
tails, I  will  at  once  state  the  aggregate 
result :  that  result.  Sir,  is,  that  dmiog 
the  thirty-four  years  that  Uiis  restrictive 
system  was  in  operation,  the  people  of  this 
country  have  had  the  cost  of  their  food 
enhanced,  as  compared  to  what  it  would 
have  been  under  a  system  of  free  trade, 
to  an  amount  not  less  than  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  !  —  a  sum.  Sir,  that 
would  have  sufficed  to  liquidate  the  na- 
tional debt.  And,  although  the  past  etn- 
not  be  recalled,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  per- 
mitted the  reflection — What  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  this  country  had  she 
possessed,  in  1815,  a  Parliament  truly  re- 
presenting the  interests  and  feelings  (^  tlie 
people,  and  which,  legislating  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  community,  instead  of  fbr 
the    benefit    of   a    dominant    dass*  fasd 


of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  millions 
nually,  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt — can  there  be  a  doubt 


maintained  at  80^.  the  quarter,  and  agreed  adopted  enlightened  principles  of  com- 
to  pay  rents  in  proportion.  They  were  \  mercial  policy — had  removed  all  impedi- 
told  in  1822 — the  intervening  seven  years  !  ments  to  the  freedom  of  exchange  and 
having  shown  that  the  price  of  wheat  had  even  accompanied  that  measure  by  the 
could  not  be  permanently  maintained  at  imposition  of  a  direct  tax,  to  the  amount 
SOs, — that  it  should  be  maintained  at  7O5., 
and  they  agreed  to  pay  rents  accordingly. 
In  1828,  645.  was  promised  to  the  farmers; 
and,  lastly,  in  1842,  the  price  was  pro- 1  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  have 
miscd  to  be  maintained  at  oQs,  And  all  been  much  more  prosperous,  under  the 
these  promises  proved  delusive.  How  men,  operation  of  such  a  tax,  than  they  have 
possessed  of  ordinary  intellect,  could  have  been  under  the  operation  of  the  buidlord'i 
been  deluded  into  the  making  of  bad  bar-  tax,  and  that  the  British  nation,  freed  from 
gains  for  so  long  a  period,  and  in  spite  of  the  incubus  of  that  debt,  would,  by  this 
experience,  is,  I  confess,  to  mc  almost  in-  time,  have  become  the  pride  and  envy  of 
comprehensible.  !  the  world  ? 

Now,  Sir,  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  Now,  enormous  as  this  amount  of  im- 
forni  an  estimate  of  the  extent  to  which  povcrishmeut  of  the  people  by  the  enhanee- 
the  cost  of  the  food  of  the  people  has  ment  of  the  cost  of  their  food  may  appesr, 
been  enhanced  by  the  operation  of  the  I  it  is  by  no  means.  Sir,  I  consider,  the  mei- 
lavvs  for  restricting  the  importation  of  sure  of  the  disastrous  effects  of  these  re- 
agricultural  produce.  To  ascertain  this,  strictive  laws.  They  have,  by  retarding 
with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible,  1  have  the  industrial  progress  of  the  people,  not 
made  a  coniparison  of  the  prices  of  corn  '.  to  speak  of  the  moral  degradation  which 
and  provisions  at  tlic  jjriiicipal  places  |  they  have  caused,  inflicted  an  aggregAe  of 
abroad,  from  whence  we  have  been  accus-  ;  evil  far  exceeding  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
turned  to  obtain  our  supplies  when  required,    which  I  have  just  stated. 
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To  illustrate  their  operation  in  prevent- 
ing the  development  of  our  induslrial  re- 
BoureeB,  I  will  heg  peimission  of  the  House 
to  state  an  incident  which  occurred  within 
my  own  experience. 

The  most  northern  of  the  two  groups  of 
islands  which  form  the  very  peculiar  county, 
Sir,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
in  this  House  —  namely,  the  Shetland 
Islands,  do  not,  hy  reason  of  the  inferiority 
of  their  soil  and  climate,  produce  grain  for 
the  adequate  suhsistence  of  more  than 
about  one  half  of  their  population.  They 
obtain  such  additional  supply  as  they  can 
afford  to  purchase,  by  exchanging  for  it 
the  produce  of  their  staple  manufacture 
(as  I  shall  term  it — although  it  is  not  cot- 
ton goods  nor  hardware,  but  dried  fish),  a 
manufacture  which  they  carry  on  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  drawing  their  raw  mate- 
rial out  of  the  seas  which  surround  their 
coasts.  Now,  some  years  since,  an  estab- 
lishment, in  which  I  was  concerned,  was 
formed  in  these  islands,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  their  fisheries,  and  of  opening 
up  the  extensive  markets  of  Spain  to  them, 
from  which  the  previous  inferior  mode  of 
cure  had  nearly  shut  them  out.  Soon 
afier  this  establishment  had  been  formed, 
I  received  a  proposal  from  some  Spanish 
merchants,  offering  to  purchase  a  large 
qnantity  offish,  at  a  price  nearly  one- third 
higher  than  these  islanders  had  for  many 
years  previously  been  able  to  obtain,  on 
condition  that  I,  on  their  behalf,  would 
receive  payment  for  it  in  good  soft  Spanish 
wheat,  to  be  delivered  at  the  islands  at  the 
rate  of  355.  the  quarter — a  price  which, 
could  the  wheat  have  been  delivered  free 
of  duty,  would  have  given  these  people 
good  Spanish  flour  at  a  cost  of  about  one- 
third  less  than  they  were  then  paying  for 
common  Scotch  meal.  But,  Sir,  at  that 
time  the  sliding  scale  was  in  active  and 
somewhat  erratic  operation  —  apparently 
graduating  upwards.  Prudence  would  not 
permit  me,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
Tenture  on  such  a  speculation.  The  Shet- 
landers  could  only  receive  hard  dollars  from 
the  Spaniards  for  their  fish.  The  order 
was,  in  consequence,  diminished  to  a  com- 
paratively small  quantity  offish;  and  thus 
these  poor  people  were  not  only  deprived 
of  a  cheap  supply  of  what  they  most  ur- 
gently wanted — bread,  but  were  also  de- 
prived of  an  advantageous  outlet  for  the 
produce  of  their  industry.  I  should  not. 
Sir,  have  adverted  to  this  circumstance, 
only  that  I  consider  it  to  present  an  epito- 
mised illustration  of  the  operation  of  the 


late  corn  laws  on  the  whole  kingdom. 
Great  Britain,  like  the  Shetland  islands, 
does  not  produce  corn  sufficient  for  the 
adequate  subsistence  of  her  population. 
The  additional  supply  required  can  only  be 
procured  by  exchanging  for  it  the  produce 
of  her  manufacturing  industry;  and  the 
corn  law,  for  thirty-four  years,  besides  en- 
hancing the  cost  of  food,  cramped  the  in- 
dustry of  the  whole  kingdom  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  did  that  of  the  Shetland 
islanders,  in  the  instance  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

The  operation  of  the  restrictive  system 
on  the  social  progress  and  moral  condition 
of  the  people,  has  been  ably  demon- 
strated by  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  and 
I  shall,  therefore,  only  beg  to  refer  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  may  not  have  sa- 
tisfied themselves  on  this  part  of  the 
question,  to  the  public  records,  which 
will  show  them  that  when  bread  is  dear, 
committals  are  numerous,  and  vice  versd 
—  clearly  proving  that  scarcity  is  the 
parent  of  crime  as  well  as  of  disease 
and  death. 

I  now.  Sir,  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  few  facts  which  have  more  di- 
rect" reference  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire. 

The  hon.  Member  proposes  that  we 
should  revise  the  poor-rates,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  agricultural  classes ;  and  he 
further  indicates,  that  if  this  House  should 
agree  to  go  into  Committee,  he  will  pro- 
pose that  a  sum  of  two  millions  annually 
shall  be  levied  on  the  community  at  large, 
and  be  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  these 
classes.  I  shall  take  leave  to  translate 
"agricultural  classes'*  into  "land-owner- 
ship,'' which  I  consider  the  real  interest 
to  be  benefited  by  his  proposal. 

Now,  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  sup- 
port him,  if  he  will  go  into  a  general  revi- 
sion of  our  public  burdens;  and  if  he  can 
show,  on  a  fair  investigation  of  that  sub- 
ject, that  land  has  borne,  and  is  bearing, 
more  than  its  due  proportion,  I  will  be  the 
first  to  concur  in  such  an  equitable  adjust- 
ment as  will  relieve  landed  property  of  any 
portion  of  taxation,  local  and  general, 
which  it  may  be  burdened  with  to  a 
greater  degree  than  other  property  and 
industry.  But,  Sir,  as  a  representative  of 
the  people  in  this  House,  I  do  most  firmly 
protest  against  the  mode  of  adjustment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman — namely, 
to  lay  his  finger  on  one  particular  item 
which  he  may  consider  a  peculiar  burden 
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on  land,  and  overlook  how  land  is  situated 
as  regards  the  other  branches  of  taxation. 
I  insist,  Sir,  that  if  he  wishes  to  disturb 
the  account  as  between  land  and  the  na- 
tion, he  must  open  the  whole  account,  and 
let  us  see  whether  land,  if  bearing  peculiar 
burdens,  iatnot  also  enjoying  peculiar  and 
unfair  exemptions  ? — whether,  availing  it- 
self of  its  predominant  but  illegitimate 
power  in  the  Legislature,  it  has  not  con- 
trived to  throw  upon  the  community  a 
large  portion  of  taxation  to  which  it  was  in 
justice  bound  equally  to  contribute  ? 

And  I  will  now,  Sir,  reciprocate  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  kind  offer  of  statistical 
information  to  mo  by  stating,  for  his  infor- 
mation, some  of  the  items  of  exemption  for 
which  I  consider  land  to  stand  indebted  to 
the  nation.  The  first  items  which  I  shall 
take.  Sir,  are  the  probate  and  legacy  du- 
ties. These  duties  were  first  imposed  in 
the  year  1797.  The  Minister  of  that  day 
intended  to  impose  them  on  real  as  well  as 
on  personal  property;  but  finding  he  would 
in  that  case  encounter  the  opposition  of  the 
landed  interest  in  Parliament,  and  would, 
consequently,  be  unable  to  carry  his  mea- 
sure, he  was  compelled  to  purchase  the 
concurrence  of  that  interest  by  sacrificing 
to  it  the  interest  of  the  nation;  and  he 
agreed  to  exempt  real  property  from  these 
duties,  throwing  them  on  personal  property 
only.  Now,  it  is  estimated  that  the  capi- 
tal of  real  property  —  that  is,  land  and 
houses  held  under  freehold  or  copyhold 
tenure — has,  since  1797,  been  equal  in 
amount  to  the  capital  of  personal  property ; 
and  as  the  the  law  of  nature  has  made  no 
exemption  from  the  debt  of  nature  in  fa- 
vour of  the  possessors  of  landed  or  real 
property — and,  therefore,  the  ratio  of  mor- 
tality and  succession  must  be  the  same 
among  each  class — I  consider.  Sir,  that 
the  amount  of  these  duties,  which  has 
been  levied  on  personal  property,  must  be 
a  tolerably  correct  measure  of  the  amount 
of  exemption  which  real  property  has  un- 
justly obtained  for  itself.  The  average 
annual  amount  of  these  duties,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past,  has  been  rather  upwards 
of  2,000,0002.  The  amount  levied  on 
personal  property,  up  to  the  end  of  the 
Tear  184o,  according  to  the  evidence  given 
D!f  .  Pressly,  the  Secretary  to  the 
I  n  of  Stamps  and  Taxes,  before  the 
;tee  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
▼hioh  sat  in  1846,  to  inquire  in- 
burdens  on  real  property,  was 
V){.  Adding  to  this  sum  the 
during  the  four  years  which 


have  elapsed  sinoe  1845,  at  the  rate  of 
2,000,0002. — or  say,  in  round  numbers, 
8,000,0002.— will  make  the  total  amount 
levied  on  personal  property,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  total  arrear  of  exemption,  for 
which  the  landed  interest  stands  equ- 
tably  indebted  to  the  nation  at  lai^, 
77,528,0002. 

Now,  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the  pretext 
set  up  by  the  landed  interest,  and  wlueh 
is  still  adduced  as  a  ground  of  exemption 
from  these  duties,  is  that  the  stamp  duties 
on  the  transfer  of  landed  property  are 
much  heavier  than  on  the  transfer  of  per- 
sonal property.  I  shall  soon  show  how 
much  this  argument  is  worth.  The  largest 
item  among  the  stamp  duties,  is  that  re- 
turned under  the  head  of  Deeds  and  Con- 
veyances, which  amounted,  for  the  financisl 
year  1847-8,  to  1,703,0422.  Bat  the 
same  Gentleman,  before  the  same  Com- 
mittee to  which  I  hare  just  allndedj 
states,  in  answer  to  question  7,002,  that 
but  a  small  proportion  of  this  amoont  is 
produced  by  stamps  on  doomnents  eon- 
nected  with  land;  that  it  is  ohieflj  pro- 
duced by  leases,  sales,  and  transfers  of 
leasehold  houses,  and  other  personsl  pro- 
perty. 1  think,  therefore,  that  if  we  al- 
low the  odd  703,0422.  to  stand  as  the  pro- 
portion of  it  applicable  to  land,  it  is  a 
liberal  estimate.  We  then.  Sir,  hate  a 
balance  of  this  item  of  1,000,0001.  as  eon- 
tributed  by  personal  property;  and  when 
to  this  is  added  the  stamp  duties  lened  on 
other  property,  and  on  the  ordinaiy  trans* 
actions  of  trade  and  industry,  namdy— 
bills  of  exchange,  bankers'  notes,  reeeipts, 
marine  insurances,  licenses,  newspapers, 
fire  insurances,  advertisements,  stage  and 
hackney  coaches,  and  railways,  amouitiiig 
in  the  same  year,  1847-8,  to  3,430,3882.— 
we  shall  have.  Sir,  the  sum  of  4,430,30BL, 
contributed  under  the  head  of  stamp  datiai 
by  personal  property,  trade,  and  indnstiy, 
against  only  /  03,0422.  contributed  hf 
land.  So  much.  Sir,  for  the  cUdm  of  Isod 
to  be  exempted  from  2,000,0002.  per 
annum  of  probate  and  legacy  duties,  os 
the  ground  of  an  excessive  contribntion  in 
stamp  duties. 

The  next  item  to  which  I  shall  adveiii 
Sir,  is  the  exemption  of  horsea  used  in 
agriculture  from  the  horse-tax.  If  a  smsB 
tradesman  or  huckster  use  a  horse  sad 
cart  for  the  purposes  of  his  trade,  he  mnit 
pay  a  tax  of  12.  8$.  for  them;  or  if  he  nis 
a  horse  only,  he  must  10«.  6c2.  But  l«t 
that  horse  be  sold  to  a  farmer,  and  trans- 
ferred to  agricultural  purposes,  he  beeomei 
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immediately  a  privileged  animal,  and  pays 
no  tax  whatever.  Now,  I  have  the  evi- 
dence of  the  same  Gentleman,  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Taxes,  to  refer  to  on 
this  item.  He  estimates  the  number  of 
horses  at  one  million,  which,  at  lOs,  6d. 
each  horse,  will  give  the  amount  of  this 
exemption  at  525, 000^.  per  annum,  which, 
as  it  enables  the  farmers  to  work  their 
farms  at  so  much  less  cost,  enables  them 
to  pay  to  the  landlord  so  much  more  rent, 
ana  consequently  goes  into  the  landlord's 
pockets. 

The  property  and  income  tax  is  another 
burden  from  which  land  has  contrived  to 
obtain  a  considerable  exemption  indirectly, 
tbrough  an  apparent  relief  to  the  occupy- 
ing tenants.  The  tax  on  income  arising 
from  the  occupancy  of  land  is  only  half  the 
rate  of  that  levied  on  other  incomes;  and 
all  such  incomes  are  entirely  exempted, 
unless  they  amount  to  300^.  and  upwards, 
whereas  other  incomes  are  only  exempt,  if 
under  150L  Now  the  amount  of  property 
tax  levied  under  Schedule  A,  being  that 
on  rent,  is  2,600,000Z.  The  Board  of 
Taxes,  in  estimating  the  farmer's  profits 
or  income,  take  it  as  half  the  amount  of 
the  rent  he  pays;  therefore,  if  the  rate  of 
assessment  was  the  same  on  income  arising 
from  the  occupancy  of  land  as  it  is  upon 
income  arising  from  the  property  in  land 
and  other  incomes,  and  there  were  no  ex- 
emption for  farming  incomes,  except  those 
under  1502.,  the  income  tax  on  this  de- 
scription ought  to  be  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  half  the  amount  levied  under  Schedule 
A,  or,  say,  1,300,0002.  per  annum ; 
whereas  the  amount  of  300,0002.  only  is 
returned  as  obtained  under  this  head,  leav- 
ing an  apparent  benefit  to  the  farmer,  but 
in  reality  to  the  landlord,  of  1,000,000/. 
But  as  there  may  be  some  farming  in- 
comes under  1502. — although  1  think  the 
&nner8  who  can  maintain  their  families 
and  servants  upon  less  than  that  must  be 
▼ery  few — and  as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  in- 
cludes rent  on  houses,  1  will  only  estimate 
the  benefit  of  this  exemption  at  750,0002. 
per  annum. 

Another  item  of  taxation  on  which  land 
has  an  exemption  is  the  window  tax.  This 
tax  amounted,  for  the  year  1848-9,  to 
19544,8962.  Farm-houses,  on  farms  not 
exoeeding .  2002.  a  year  rent,  arc  exempt 
from  the  window  tax;  and  1  estimate  this 
exemption  at  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole,  or 
Mj  300,0002. 

On  the  stamp  duty  on  fire  insurance, 
landhas  also  taken  care  to  have  an  exemp- 


tion in  its  own  favour.  This  stamp  duty 
produces  rather  upwards  of  one  million  per 
annum.  Insurances  on  agricultural  stock, 
iSz^c,  are  exempt  from  tins  duty;  and,  I 
think,  if  1  estimate  this  exemption  at  one* 
fifth  of  the  tax,  say  200,0002.  per  annum, 
it  is  not  an  exaggerated  estimate. 

1  now.  Sir,  come  to  the  last  item  in  my 
account,  bricks;  and  here,  again,  1  find 
the  landlords  sticking  (to  use  a  common 
phrase)  like  bricks  to  their  own  interests. 
Bricks,  Sir,  as  is  well  known,  pay  a  rather 
heavy  excise  duty,  when  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  the  improvement  of  land.  But 
when  used  for  that  purpose,  such  as  drain- 
ing, &c.,  they  are  exempt  from  any  duty. 
The  duty  on  bricks  has  produced,  on  the 
average  of  the  last  ten  years,  about 
600,0002.  The  excise  take  no  account  of 
bricks  for  draining;  but  if  1  take  the  ex- 
emption in  favour  of  the  improvement  of 
land  at  one-sixth,  or  say  100,0002.  per  an- 
num, 1  think  it  is  rather  under  than  over 
the  mark. 

1  shall  now.  Sir,  proceed  to  sum  up  this 
account,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  an- 
nual exemption,  and  of  arrears  due,  which 
will  stand  as  follows  : — 

Annual 

Exemption.  Arrears. 
Probate  and  Legacy 

Duty £2,000,000  ...£77,528,000 

Horses  525,000...  17,680,000 

lucomo    Tax 750,000...  3,800,000 

Window  Tax 300,900...  10,500,000 

Fire  Insurance 200,000  . . .  7,000,000 

Bricks    100,000...  3,400,000 


Total £3,875,000     £11,908,000 

Or,  say,  in  round  numbers,  four  millions 
annually  of  taxation,  which  land  has  un- 
justly relieved  itself  from,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  arrears  of 
these  exemptions,  which  1  contend,  before 
the  landed  interest  can  claim  any  abate- 
ment for  any  peculiar  burden,  it  is  bound 
in  equity  to  make  good  to  the  community. 
Such,  Sir,  is  the  national  account  which 
I  humbly  beg  to  tender  for  adjustment  to 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  1  do  not 
ask  them  to  take  it  on  my  estimate,  but  1 
am  ready  to  have  it  thoroughly  investigated 
by  a  parliamentary  inquiry;  and  1  feel 
confident  the  balance,  as  I  have  stated  it, 
will  be  fully  established.  And  I  consider 
not  only  this  inquiry,  but  that  into  the 
effects  of  the  late  restrictive  system,  to 
which  the  nation  is  called  upon  to  return, 
highly  necessary;  because.  Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire, has  not  told  us  that  he  intends  to  ac« 


1079  Agricultural 


{COMMONS} 


Distress. 


1080 


cept  this  remission  of  poor-rates  in  favour 
of  land  as  a  compromise  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  what  he  calls  protection.  On  the 
contrary,  Sir,  he  has  told  us  very  distinctly 
that  they  will  never  ahandon  that  ohject. 
I  recollect  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  in  one 
of  those  hrilliant  perorations  with  which 
he  knows  so  well  how  to  point  his  elo- 
quence, told  us  last  Session,  in  a  very  so- 
lemn and  emphatic  tone,  that  he  and  his 
party,  although  then  defeated,  would  re- 
turn again  and  again  to  the  charge;  that 
they  would  conquer,  and  once  more  on  the 
national  hanncr  should  he  inscribed  the 
words — regenerated  and  protected  Eng- 
land ! 

Now,  Sir,  permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to 
tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  am  a  firm 
believer  in  the  latter  part  of  his  prediction; 
hut  an  absolute  sceptic  as  to  the  means  by 
which  he  indicates  it  is  to  be  accomplished. 
I  do  believe,  Sir,  that  the  day  is  not  dis- 
tant when  our  country  shall  be  able,  with 
truth,  to  inscribe  on  her  banner  the  words, 
regenerated  and  protected;  but  that  re- 
generation and  protection.  Sir,  will  not  be 
effected  by  laws  made  to  impede  commerce 
and  paralyse  industry — to  enable  one  class 
of  the  community  to  plunder  all  the  others 
— but.  Sir,  by  that  augmented  power, 
moral  and  material,  resulting  from  the  un- 
fettered development  of  her  own  magnifi- 
cent resources ! 

Mr.  SEYMER  said,  that  as  he  repre- 
sented one  of  the  suffering  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  that  occasion.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Iladding- 
tonshire,  that  the  claim  then  advanced  on 
behalf  of  the  agricultural  body  was  founded 
injustice;  but  he  also  thought  that  it  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  distress  which  at 
present  prevailed  among  that  body.  The 
farmers  were  proverbially  a  loyal  body;  but 
he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that  in  this, 
the  nineteenth  century,  they  should  look 
for  no  romantic  feelings  of  loyalty,  and  that 
loyalty  was  best  sustained  by  a  sense  of 
well-being,  and  an  attachment  to  institu- 
tions under  which  men  prosper.  Farmers 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  animated  by  a 
Tery  active  spirit  of  loyalty  if  they  suf- 
fered distress,  and  with  distress  injustice. 
The  farmers  and  the  agricultural  labourers 
of  Dorsetshire  were  told  that  their  poor 
lands  had  been  forced  into  cultivation  by 
protection,  and  that  those  lands  ought  to 
be  converted  into  sheep-walks.  What,  he 
would  ask,  would  be  the  situation  of  a  far- 
mer with  capital,  occupying  1,000  acres  of 


these  poor  lands,  if  they  were  to  become 
sheep-walks?  And  how  many  labourers 
would  1,000  acres  of  sheep-walk  keep  in 
employment?  About  two;  while  they  wonld 
support  a  great  many  if  under  tillage.  It 
was,  therefore,  not  merely  a  landlord's, 
but  a  farmer's  and  a  labourer's  question  as 
well.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Manchester  might  tell  him  that  be  re- 
presented 6,000  stupid  farmers,  while  the 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  represented  12,000 
enlightened  tradesmen.  But  let  them  look 
at  what  passed  in  the  United  States.  In 
that  country  the  agriculturists  were  free- 
traders, and  the  manufiacturers  were  pro- 
tectionists, each  of  these  parties  formnig 
their  opinions  in  conformity  with  their 
sense  of  self-interest.  The  manofacturen 
of  this  country  relied  on  their  capital,  and 
their  command  of  coal  and  iron,  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  prosperity;  but,  again, 
let  them  cast  their  eyes  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  There  they  wonld  fiiid 
the  same  skill,  coals  and  iron  more  abon- 
dant,  and  cotton  grown  on  the  spot;  and 
the  moment  they  could  get  cheap  lahonrav, 
they  would  be  able  to  undersell  the  mano- 
facturers  of  this  country,  who  wonld  then 
be  very  glad  to  have  protection  back  again. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  this  made  a  class 
question;  but  if  it  must  be  so,  he,  for  his 
own  part,  would  stand  by  his  class,  which 
he  also  believed  to  be  the  most  important 
class  in  the  country.  If  the  match  was  to 
be,  all  England  against  Lancashire  and 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  he  would 
play  on  the  side  of  all  England;  and  he 
believed,  in  spite  of  the  hard  hitting  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  and  the 
crooked  bowling  of  the  hon.  Membwfbr 
the  West  Riding,  that  all  England  woaU 
win.  The  farmers  asserted  that  thw  dis- 
tress was  caused  by  recent  legislation,  and 
by  local  burdens.  With  regard  to  the  first, 
they  had  the  authority  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  who 
in  1840  said— 

**  That  auy  such  disturbance  in  agricnltan  u 
must  follow  a  total  repeal  of  the  com  Uwi,  amt 
lead  to  unfavourable  results,  not  only  to  the  agn> 
cultural  interest,  but  to  all  those  nnmeroiia  daaM 
which  were  identified  with  that  interest.** 

He  quoted  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  words, 
because  they  were  expressed  in  better  Ita- 
guage  than  he  himself  could  use;  seeondlji 
because  they  were  spoken  after  many  jesis 
of  official  experience;  thirdly,  because  the 
argument  had  never  been  answered,  erea 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself;  fbnrth- 
ly,  and  especially,  becaase  what  the  right 
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hon.  Baronet  had  predicted  had  come  to 
pass.  It  was  not  to  Hansardise  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  he  made  that  reference; 
but  because,  in  then  expressing  the  views 
he  (Mr.  Seymer)  now  entertained,  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  stated  the  results  of 
bis  previous  experience.  He  could  not  help 
feeling  some  indignation  when  he  heard 
all  who  maintained  protectionist  principles 
stigmatised  as  fools.  At  all  events,  it 
eould  not  be  denied  that  they  held  opin- 
ions which,  as  lately  as  1842,  and  since 
that  time,  were  entertained  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronets  the  Members  for  Tamworth 
and  Ripon.  The  farmers  said  their  dis- 
tress was  occasioned  by  recent  legislation, 
and  an  excessive  importation  of  foreign 
eom.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Tamworth  were  present,  he  might 
ask,  had  any  one  too  much  com  ?  No, 
many  had  not  enough,  as  any  one  might 
see  from  letters  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Morning  Chronicle.  Such  was  the 
competition  here,  that  he  feared  it  would 
always  be  the  fate  of  a  large  portion 
of  our  population,  whatever  might  be 
the  price  of  corn,  to  be  on  the  verge  of 
starvation.  The  question  was,  were  prices 
so  reduced  as  not  to  be  remunerative  to 
the  British  grower  ?  because  if  they  were, 
the  only  result  would  be,  to  displace  Eng- 
lish com,  and  throw  English  labour  on  the 
Isbonr  market,  and  so  reduce  the  wages  of 
the  whole.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment said  the  distress  was  but  temporary; 
and  that,  he  supposed,  was  the  reason  why 
so  little  was  done  to  alleviate  it.  The  rea- 
son why  it  was  thought  to  be  temporary, 
he  presumed,  was  because  corn  was  on  the 
point  of  rising.  He  could  only  say  that 
the  arguments  on  the  other  side  wore  most 
extraordinary.  They  appeared  to  be  afraid 
of  their  own  principles.  If  the  axiom  were 
true,  that  we  ought  to  buy  in  the  cheapest 
market,  then  we  could  not  buy  too  cheap. 
And  yet  hon.  Members  had  tried  to  show 
that  the  prices  of  corn  in  this  country  would 
iise»  though  they  ought  to  have  tried  to 
prOTO  that  they  must  fall.  It  was  said  that 
present  prices  were  exceptional.  Every- 
thing was  said  to  be  exceptional  now-a-days. 
Thus,  we  had  two  seasons,  one  of  them 
yerj  good,  the  other  very  bad,  and  both  of 
them  were  spoken  of  as  exceptional.  So 
thej  were  in  one  sense ;  but  it  was  re- 
markable that  the  effect  of  both  was  to 
lower  prices.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
Other  side  was  composed  of  two  sections : 
flrstt  the  right  hon.  and  hon.  Members 


on  the  Treasury  bench  and  around  it, 
who  were  the  true  friends  of  the  agricultu- 
ral interest,  and  were  anxious  to  save  it 
from  damage;  secondly,  those  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway,  the  free-traders 
proper,  as  he  might  call  them.  The  lat- 
ter were  the  more  logical,  for  they  had 
asserted  in  former  days  that  it  would 
not  signify  to  this  country  if  not  a  blade 
of  com  were  grown  in  it,  and  we  had 
heard  nothing  from  these  about  prices 
rising.  They  had  been  told  that  the  dis- 
tress could  not  be  so  great,  because  the 
poor-law  returns  were  favourable.  But 
there  was  a  great  fallacy  in  this.  The 
position  of  the  farmer  was  such,  that  it 
cost  him  less  to  employ  labourers  at  low 
wages,  than  to  keep  them  in  the  work- 
house. But  how  long  could  such  a  system 
last  without  destroying  the  capital  of  the 
farmer,  and  the  interests  of  the  labourer  ? 
And  yet  they  were  told  that  it  was  a  land- 
lord's question.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire, the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site, the  Home  Secretary,  had  said  that 
in  these  charges  was  involved  the  principle 
of  local  control.  But  there  was  another 
principle  involved  —  that  of  central  con- 
trol in  London.  He  (Mr.  Seymer)  knew 
that  in  a  union  with  which  he  him- 
self was  connected,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  reduce  the  establishment  charges  by 
reducing  official  salaries.  They  were 
obliged,  however,  to  consult  the  Poor  Law 
Board  in  London,  which  declined  to  ac- 
cede to  their  request,  and  great  dissat- 
isfaction was  occasioned  by  this  refu- 
sal. This  was  another  reason  why  it 
was  extremely  expedient  that  the  charge 
should  be  thrown  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  seemed 
to  intimate  that  if  this  concession  were 
made,  it  would  be  the  means  of  pre- 
venting relief  being  afforded  to  other 
classes.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, however,  should  be  deficient  in  funds, 
he  might  have  recourse  to  the  hon.  Mover 
of  the  Address  for  his  90,000.000^.,  or 
the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  for  his 
100,000,000?.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  stated  that  a  great  part  of  real  pro- 
perty consisted  of  houses.  It  was  cer- 
tainly true  that  the  owners  of  houses  had 
not,  like  the  farmers,  complained  of  the 
weight  of  local  taxation;  but  the  reason 
was,  because  they  had  lost  nothing  by  the 
recent  proceedings,  but  on  the  contrary 
were  large  participators  in  this  90,000,000/. 
They  were  told  that  they  must  argue  this 
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question  on  the  assumption  that  protection 
would  never  be  granted;  but  be  bad  beard 
different  language  from  some  free-traders 
with  wbom  be  bad  conversed  in  tbe  coun- 
try, and  wbo  said,  tbat  if  no  cbange  for 
tbe  better  sbould  take  place  in  tbe  pros- 
pects of  tbe  agricultural  interest,  tbey 
would  be  disposed  to  reconsider  tbe  ques- 
tion. Tbis  he  bad  beard  stated  within  the 
last  three  weeks  by  intelligent  free-traders 
in  the  country — men  wbo  were  free-traders 
when  bon.  and  right  bon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  tbe  House  were  protection- 
ists— and  the  only  dispute  was,  whether 
tbey  sbould  have  a  sliding  scale  or  a  fixed 
duty.  It  was  too  bad,  therefore,  to  be 
told  by  free-traders  of  four  or  five  years' 
standing,  tbat  they  never  would  have  pro- 
tection again.  He  felt  confident  that  in 
tbe  end  justice  would  be  done.  He  in- 
tended to  have  made  a  few  observations  in 
reply  to  some  parts  of  the  speech  of  tbe 
right  bon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  but,  as  there 
were  many  present  who  wished  to  address 
the  House,  and  as  he  understood  a  general 
desire  to  exist  that  a  division  sbould  take 
place  that  evening,  he  would  occupy  them 
but  a  few  moments  longer.  He  was  not 
very  sanguine  as  to  the  result  of  the 
night's  division.  He  could  not  forget  tbat 
311  Members  had  declined  to  state  that 
the  agricultural  classes  were  suffering  from 
recent  legislation,  or  that  their  distress 
was  aggravated  by  local  burdens.  In  the 
end,  however,  be  reckoned  on  success,  for 
he  bad  justice  on  his  side.  If  tbey  main- 
tained that  the  agricultural  interest  was  to 
have  no  protection  and  no  relief  from  local 
burdens — if  they  still  persisted  in  main- 
taining their  vexatious  excise  regulations, 
which  were  altogether  inconsistent  with 
tbe  very  first  principles  of  free-trade — he 
felt  assured  tbat  interest  would  defeat 
them  before  the  end  of  tbe  Session. 

Mr.  RICE  said,  that  agreeing  with 
much  that  fell  from  the  bon.  Proposer  of 
the  Motion,  had  he,  instead  of  moving  for 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  moved 
for  a  Select  Committee  to  consider  the 
burdens  thrown  upon  tbe  landholders,  he 
would  most  decidedly  have  supported  bis 
Motion.  But  be  begged  to  tell  bon.  Mem- 
bers, that  if  they  expected  to  obtain  relief 
from  the  burdens  that  oppressed  them, 
ihej  should  entirely  abandon  all  hope  of 
returning  to  protection.  As  long  as  bon. 
Oentlttnen  on  the  opposite  side  adhered  to 
the  cry  of  protection,  so  long  would  they 
^.to  obtain  relief ;  for  tbat  House  would 


never  consent  to  oonsider  the  qnettion 
until  tbey  abandoned  the  cry  altogether. 
He  recollected  that  before  the  meaiure  of 
free-trade  was  talked  of,  either  by  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  the  Menoiber  for  Tarn- 
worth,  or  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Ministry,  he  (Mr.  Rioe)  had  declared 
himself  in  favour  of  an  alteration  in  the 
law.  However,  he  did  entertain  the  bdief 
that  the  laying  on  of  a  small  amount  dP 
duty  for  purposes  of  reyenue  would  be  a 
satisfactory  way  of  arranging  the  qnestion. 
He  could  tell  bon.  Gentlemen  opponte, 
that  the  farmers  of  England  were  much  in 
advance  of  them  on  the  present  question. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  reaolutioDS 
adopted  at  a  numerously  attended  meetiiig 
of  the  members  of  a  fanner's  dub  in  the 
Isle  of  Thanet.  Now,  what  eoniietion 
did  the  members  of  tbat  olub  arriye  at  t 
Why  this,  that  « tbe  battle  of  protection 
had  been  fought,  and  lost;"  and  lucb, 
he  should  say,  was  the  conviction  on 
the  minds  of  bon.  Members  opposite, 
though  they  had  not  the  manliness  to  con- 
fess it.  Ho  was  not  going  to  discuss  mea- 
sures of  relief  with  these  Gentlemen  ;  hot 
he  should  say  he  derived  much  satisfketion 
from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment on  that  eveningy  particniaiij 
where  he  pledged  himself  to  ud  in  tlw 
consideration  and  reduction  of  all  burdcnSt 
but  in  a  practical  way  and  form.  He 
should  say  ho  expected  more  from  thst 
declaration  of  the  riffht  hon.  Genti^nsii, 
than  from  the  speecn  and  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bnckinghamslure.  He 
was  favourable  to  direct  taxation.  He 
agreed  with  those  resolntionSy  that  fio^ 
mers  should  be  placed  in  Schedule  Dof 
the  Income  Tax.  They  also  propoaoi 
that  the  county  and  parochial  rates  snoskl 
be  charged  on  property  in  general.  He 
regretted  he  could  not  support  the  Motios 
of  tbe  hon.  Member  fur  Buckinghamshire, 
because  be  concurred  in  some  of  the  opin- 
ions ho  had  expressed.  He  did  not  con- 
cur with  him  on  the  question  of  tithei, 
but  ho  thought  it  might  be  made  matter  of 
special  inquiry.  The  resolutions  he  hsd 
refen*ed  to  desired  that  the  exeise  dutiei 
on  bricks  and  malt  should  be  removed 
altogether ;  if  this  were  done,  he  (Ur. 
Rice)  would  supply  the  deficiency  by  di- 
rect taxation  if  necessary.  His  objeet 
in  rising  was  to  say  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  have  no  claim  to  these 
alterations  until  they  abandoned  all  idea  of 
returning  to  protection.    ¥nshing  to  lee 
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all  these  questions  considered  respectively 
on  their  merits,  and  not  to  be  dealt  with  in 
one  resolution,  he  must  oppose  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire. 

Sib  J.  TYRELL  assured  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  that  he  was 
remarkably  well  satisfied  with  the  speech 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  make — as 
satisfied  as  the  hon.  Member  himself  could 
possibly  be.  He  was  not  so  sure,  however, 
that  he  could  consider  it  as  a  perfectly  dis- 
interested speech;  for  without  imputing 
improper  motives,  he  could  not  help  re- 
membering, when  the  hon.  Member  was 
analysing  the  resolutions  of  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  Farmers*  Club,  that  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  was  not  very  far  from  Dover.  He 
therefore  could  not  give  the  hon.  Member 
credit  for  such  great  independence  and 
utter  absence  of  all  considerations  for  the 
future  as  the  hon.  Member  could  wish. 
The  hon.  Member  thought  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department  as  a  triumphant 
aniwer  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire;  but  he  must  remind 
him  that  the  hon.  Baronet  hon/1  fide  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of,  at  least,  one-half  of 
the  propositions  contained  in  that  speech. 
It  was  true  that  the  farmers,  as  a  body, 
had  refused  to  petition  the  House,  and  their 
loyalty  had  been  questioned ;  but  they  were 
justly  incensed  at  the  want  of  respect  with 
whieh  they  had  been  treated  in  the  Speech 
from  tbe  Throne.  He  himself  had  been 
present  at  many  of  their  meetings,  and  was 
quite  ready  to  abide  by  every  statement 
which  he  had  made  at  any  one  of  them. 
The  agriculturists  did  complain  of,  he 
would  not  say  the  intentional  insult,  but 
the  great  disrespect  with  which  their  claims 
were  considered  by  the  First  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  The  language  was  that  there 
were  complaints  from  certain  landowners 
and  occupiers  of  the  soil — 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  observed,  that  the 
passage  was — 

"  It  is  with  regret  that  Her  Majesty  has  oh- 
SMTed  the  complaints  which,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  have  proceeded  from  the  owners  and 
ooeupien  of  land.'' 

Sir  J.  TYRELL  :  It  was  stated  that 
they  complained.  Now  this  was  followed 
by  a  statement  of  the  great  consumption  of 
provisions  and  almost  luxuries  of  life  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  country — who  had  so 
bodily  rejoiced,  as  it  were,  and  bad  been  in 
the  receipt  of  such  immense  advantages 
from  the  extreme  depression  in  the  price  of 
prorisions.  But  this,  in  fact,  was  the  same 


description  of  rejoicing  and  satisfaction 
which  you  saw  every  day  in  the  papers 
when  a  man  broke  into  a  larder  or  robbed 
a  till.  They  had  been  told  to  look  to  the 
Lothians — to  the  agricultural  portions  of 
Lincolnshire,  and,  again,  to  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  Now  he  submitted  that  those 
counties  had  spoken  out,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Home  Secretary  had  not  suc- 
ceeded, after  all,  in  proving  that  the  inter- 
ests of  agriculture  were  not  suffering  de- 
plorably from  the  free  trade  in  com.  The 
diminution  in  poor  rates,  to  which  allusion 
had  been  made,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
400,000^,  had  arisen  from  the  great  eco- 
nomy introduced  into  the  management  of 
the  machinery  of  the  poor-law.  He  was 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
unions  in  his  own  immediate  district.  In 
Braintreo  he  admitted  that  the  number  of 
people  in  the  workhouse  had  decreased ; 
but  this  arose  from  the  activity  of  the  silk 
trade  in  the  neighbourhood.  [Ministerial 
cheers.]  Yes,  the  silk  trade  had  been  most 
prosperous  during  the  past  year ;  but  the 
silk  trade  was  protected  by  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent.  In  Witham  and  Maldon,  which 
were  agricultural  districts,  the  case  was  far 
otherwise,  and  a  considerable  increase  bad 
taken  place  in  the  number  of  paupers  with- 
in the  last  six  weeks.  When  he  was  told 
that  the  prospects  of  agriculture  were  not 
so  gloomy  as  some  supposed,  he  answered 
that  they  were  trading  on  tbe  forbearance 
of  the  farmer.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dover 
had  told  them  that  unless  they  were  pre- 
pared to  accept  free  trade  as  final,  their 
complaints  would  not  be  listened  to  though 
though  they  were  founded  on  reason.  [Mr. 
Rice  :  I  merely  said  I  thought  they  would 
have  no  chance  of  success.]  Exactly.  The 
agricultural  interest  regarded  it  in  precisely 
the  same  point  of  view,  and  therefore  did 
not  load  the  table  of  the  House  with  peti- 
tions, but  looked  elsewhere.  There  was 
the  hon.  Member  himself,  for  instance — he 
gave  them  the  benefit  of  his  speech,  but  he 
refused  them  the  benefit  of  his  vote.  To 
answer  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  they 
put  forward  a  Gentleman  of  considerable 
ability,  and  who,  those  on  his  (Sir  J.  Ty- 
rell's)  side  of  the  House  thought,  had  been 
treated  with  some  neglect — the  hon.  Mem* 
her  for  Wolverhampton.  They  had  brought 
him  out,  as  ono  of  the  brightest  weapons 
in  their  armoury,  to  state  their  cose,  and 
finally  dispose  of  the  question.  He  would 
call  him,  if  the  hon.  Member  would  permit 
him,  on  this  occasion,  **  the  destroyer;" 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
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bo  would  call  "  tlio  divider  of  tlic  spoil."  I  which,  from  time  to  time,  filtered  throngli 
He  had  read  the  other  day  that  the  nohle  ■  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  had ;  and  yet  was  not  encumbered  by  any  of 
asked  with  the  greatest  triumph  and  con- .  those  inconvenient  speeches  whieh  they 
fidence,  whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  read  from  time  to  time  as  delircred  in  that 
face  a  state  of  things  in  which  the  poor ;  place.  Then  again  the  hon.  Member  for 
man  would  have  to  pay  Is,  Od,,  or  3s,  a  i  the  West  Riding  showed  great  sagacity  in 
week  more  for  his  bread  ?  Now  he  would  ■  his  commercial  manner  of  handling  the 
answer  that  by  this  proposition.  The  hon.  I  question.  He  was  not  aware  at  the  time 
Member  to  whom  he  had  just  alluded  held  that  he  had  the  prospect  of  so  great  a  ze- 
an  office  which  brought  him  in  1,200Z.  a  ward  as  70,000t.;  and  that  immediatdy 
year — no  sinecure  office  certainly.  Now  after  declining  the  offer  of  the  GoTernmeat 
he  could  understand  if  the  hon.  Member  i  he  was  put  in  possession  of  that  sum.  He 
could  by  legislation  cause  this  1,200^  a  ;  thought,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  re- 
year  to  bo  equal  to  1,500^  or  1,600Z.  a  >  ceived  so  great  a  dividend,  he  waa  perfectly 
year — ^he  could  quite  understand  his  readi- '  right  to  acknowledge  it  in  the  manner  1m 
ncss  and  preparation  to  face  that — that  '■  did.  Again,  the  principles  of  firee  trade 
proposition  quite  met  his  understanding.  |  had  been  extraordinarily  developed  at  a 
Ho  had  stated  before  that  the  hon.  Mem- 1  recent  meeting  in  that  town.  It  waa  a 
ber  for  Wolverhampton  and  the  hon.  !  meeting  of  the  Peace  Society,  at  which  a 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  ought  at  great  bill-broker  was  in  the  chair.  That 
this  moment  to  be  on  the  Treasury  gentleman  did  not  see  the  question  in  the 
bench,  sitting  side  by  side  with  the  hon.  same  light  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
Member  for  Westbury.  Now  he  should  like  chestcr.  He  said,  "  Oh,  dear,  I  made  a 
to  know — ^lie  was  curious  to  know — what  bid  for  the  Russian  loan."  Now  the  doe- 
offer  had  been  made  to  him  with  reference  trine  was,  that  although  thej  admitted, 
to  his  acceptance  of  office.  He  could  not  and  acknowledged,  and  approved  of  the 
believe  that  his  merits  had  been  altogether  ,  commercial  principle  of  furnishing  the  Rni- 
overlooked.  This  much  he  knew,  that  a  ,  sian  with  coats,  waistcoats,  and  breeehes, 
proposition  had  biH>n  made  by  the  Govern-  in  the  language  of  the  tariff  **  partly  made 
ment  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  up;*'  yet,  when  a  party  came  with  his 
Riding  to  take  his  scat  on  the  Treasury  money,  and  proposed  to  lend  it  to  the  Em- 
bench,  lie  hoped  the  noble  Lord  opposite  peror  of  Russia,  it  was  a  thing  utteily  ab- 
woold  excuse  his  putting  the  question,  but  horrent  and  inconsistent  with  their  prinei* 
he  wished  to  ask  him  whether  such  was  not  pies.  He  begged  to  call  the  attentioo  of 
precisely  the  fact  ?  The  noble  Lord  smiled;  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  to  the 
but  although  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  discrepancies  that  existed  at  this  meetiDg. 
seeing  the  noble  Lord  smile  for  years,  he  [Mr.  Bright:  I  did  not  attend  the 
was  not  able  to  tell  what  his  smile  meant,  meeting.]  No,  but  the  hon.  Member  Ar 
He  put  this  slight  interrogatory,  had  the  Manchester  read  all  the  speeches;  and  bt 
hon.  ^[ouiber  for  the  West  Riding  been  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  inHk 
offered  office,  or  had  he  not  i  The  noble  that  candour  and  fairness  that  alwavs  dis- 
Lord  was  silent.  Then  silence  gave  con-  tinguished  him,  would  say  that  he  (Sir  J« 
sent.  He  would  go  a  step  further,  and  Tyrell)  had  not  mis-stated  the  opiniou 
tell  the  House  and  the  country  that  there  enunciated  at  that  meeting;  and  he  left 
was  an  hon.  Gentleman  deputed — this  was  him  to  reconcile  the  two  things.  He  wish- 
no  broach  of  oontidence — to  wait  upon  the  ed  to  show  how,  in  a  commercial  pmnt  of 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Ridin^r  and  view,  the  principles  of  free  trade  were 
offer  him  office:  and  he  would  tell  them  tested  with  regard  to  these  o,000,00M.  ad* 
his  answer,  which  was  marked  by  that  sa-  vanced  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  He 
gacity  and  good  senile  which,  he  admitted,  knew  from  his  own  knowledge,  and  from 
distinguished  the  hon.  Member.  The  hon.  the  report  of  a  gentleman  in  the  Anstriaa 
Member  said,  **  I  cannot  accept  office,  for  if  service,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  Ger- 
I  do,  my  pv^wer  with  the  people  is  gone.  I  many.  Austria,  Sweden,  and  Denmaik, 
should  no  longer  have  that  power,  either  never  saw  a  metallic  currency;  they  had 
in  this  House  or  the  country,  and  should  to  contend  with  a  small  paper  cnrreney,  ia 
bo  displaced  fn^m  that  station  whioh  I  hold,  addition  to  the  other  disadvantages  of  the 
in  the  manufacturing distrio;s  particularly.**  d:>:urbance5  on  the  Continent.  He  eon* 
Now  this  was  a  j^roat  advantage.  bov.Muse  toniied,  therefore,  that  if  these  prineiplei 
the  noble  Lonl  traded  in  those  seatimcuts   of  tree  trade  were  to  be  fallj  carried  oiit| 
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the  J  had  a  right  to  see  those  Gentlemen 
on  the  Treasury  benches.  ["  Question  !**] 
He  submitted  that  that  was  the  question. 
It  was  a  question  of  the  injustice  that  had 
been  done  to  agriculture,  and  he  maintain- 
ed, with  all  due  deference,  that  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  on  that  point  were  not  founded  in 
fact.  They  were  called  upon  by  the  advo- 
cates of  free  trade  to  apply  fresh  capital 
and  additional  labour  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  He  thought  that  was  a  most  un- 
fair and  most  inconsistent  demand.  When 
the  manufacturing  interest  was  in  a  de- 
pressed state,  and  was  not  working  full 
time,  the  agriculturists  did  not  call  on 
them  to  build  fresh  mills,  and  to  work  six 
days  in  the  week.  Surely  that  was  not 
the  principle  of  free  trade.  He  would  tell 
ihem  fairly  that  justice  must  be  done  to 
the  agricultural  classes.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  objected  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  fur  Buckingham- 
shire, on  the  ground  of  its  being  too  large. 
The  first  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  was  addressed  to  the  speech 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire last  Session.  The  next  portion 
of  it  was  all  to  be  read  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  that  day.  Lord  Mansfield  *s 
<q[nnion,  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  was  actually 
in  priut.  The  third  portion  was  addressed 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire; 
and  it  would  appear  as  if  he  agreed  with 
him  in  the  main.  Indeed  it  would  not 
mach  astonish  him  if  they  got  the  vote  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dover.  But  he  would 
not  trouble  the  House  further.  He  would 
say  to  the  Government  that  the  agricul- 
tural party  relied  upon  their  own  indomita- 
ble energy  and  perseverance.  It  was  ad- 
mitted that  they  possessed  these  qualities, 
and  they  would,  by  Heaven !  use  them.  We 
tell  you  that  you  shall  not  settle  this  ques- 
tion finally,  until  you  agree  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  justice  that  has  been  submitted  to 
yon. 

Mb.  T.  B.  HOBHOUSE  said,  there  were 
two  points  especially  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon. Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  on  which 
he  differed  from  him.  In  the  first  place, 
the  hon.  Baronet  stated  that  the  reduction 
in  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  poor  had 
been  cansed  by  the  lowering  of  the  cost  of 
prorifiions;  whereas  he  (Mr.  Hobhousc) 
eontended,  and  hoped,  ere  he  concluded, 
to  show  that  it  was  partly  owing  to  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  paupers.  In 
the  second  place,  the  hon.  Baronet  had  de- 
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clared  it  to  be  unjust  that  there  should  be 
any  protection  on  silk.  [Sir  J.  Tyrell  : 
I  said  just  the  contrary.]  Well,  then, 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  it  was 
unjust  that  the  agricultural  interest 
should  have  no  protection,  whilst  a  pro- 
tective import  duty  was  levied  on  the 
article  of  silk.  [Sir  J.  Tyrell:  Hear, 
hear !  ]  The  hon.  Baronet  could  not 
but  be  aware  that  the  silk  manufactu- 
rers of  this  country  were  ablo  to  compete 
with  other  manufacturers  of  silk  in  neutral 
markets,  and  that  protection  was  therefore 
disclaimed  as  unnecessary.  If  a  duty  was 
levied,  it  was  clearly  for  the  sake  of  reve- 
nue, and  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
doctnnes  of  tho  best  free-traders  in  that 
House  that  duties  should  be  levied  for  the 
purposes  of  the  revenue.  [Cheers  from  the 
Protectionists,]  He  perfectly  understood 
what  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  meant  by 
that  cheer,  that  they  now  wished  to  have  a 
fixed  duty  upon  corn.  He  wished,  for  their 
sake,  they  had  always  been  of  that  mind; 
for  in  that  case  they  would  have  accept- 
ed the  offer  made  by  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  and  would 
still  have  enjoyed  a  certain  amount  of 
what  they  termed  protection.  The  ar- 
guments for  the  Motion,  which  were 
based  on  the  inequality  of  taxation,  ap- 
peared to  him  singularly  illogical.  He 
agreed  with  hon.  Members  opposite  that 
there  existed  inequality  in  the  local  taxa- 
tion of  the  country,  and  would  even  con- 
cede to  them  that  land  and  real  property 
were  burdened  to  a  greater  extent  than 
other  species  of  property;  but  he  main- 
tained that  a  return  to  their  favourite  Act, 
the  43rd  of  Elizabeth,  would  not  remove 
the  inequality.  Under  that  Act,  although 
stock  in  trade  was  not  exempted  from  as- 
sessment, there  were,  in  fact,  numerous 
exemptions,  including  all  property,  how- 
ever beneficial,  held  by  non-inhabitants  of 
the  pansh,  money  and  furniture  in  pos- 
session, money  at  interest,  the  pay  of  ofii- 
cers  of  the  Anny  and  Navy,  that  of  clerks 
in  public  and  private  offices,  and  profes- 
sional profits.  Mines,  also,  except  coal, 
clay  pits,  slate  quarries,  and  other  descrip- 
tions even  of  real  property  escaped  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  From  local  taxa- 
tion to  the  amount  of  I2,000,000Z.,  it  was 
proposed  to  deduct  2,000,000^.,  and  to 
place  what  was  struck  off  in  the  accounts 
of  the  nation.  Even  if  that  were  done, 
10,000,0002.  would  remain  to  be  assessed 
as  unequally  as  at  that  moment.  To  com- 
plain of  inequality  of  taxation,  and  to  pro* 
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pose  to  go  into  Committee  without  any  in-  3,106,0002.;  oider»  62,0002.;  hides,  &e., 
tention  of  removing  that  inequality,  seemed  735,0002.;  starch,  117,0002,;  tiles, 
to  him  highly  illogical  and  ahsurd.  He  I  33,0002. ;  vinegar,  59,0002.  :  —  total, 
feared  that  inequality  was  a  necessary  in-   4,102,0002.    Those  reduced  on  malt  were. 


cident  of  taxation,  that  it  was,  in  fact,  im- 
possihle  to  assess  property  equally  under 
any  system  whatever.  Taxation  was  an 
implement  which  was  rather  rude  in  its 
nature,  and  unahle  to  make  nice  dis- 
tinctions. He  put  it  to  hon.  Memhers 
opposite,  whether  duties  on  the  chief 
articles    of   consumption    here    with    an 


2,352,0002.;  and  on  spiriu,  381,0002.; 
making  a  total  repealed  and  reduced, 
6,835,0002.  Duties  taken  off  miscella- 
neous articles — farm  servants,  horses,  ear* 
riages  chiefly  used  in  husbandry,  &c.,  va- 
lued at  985,0002.;  insurance  on  farming 
stock,  value  of  exemption  in  1847, 
87,2882.     This  House,  too,  had  in  1848 


equal  per  centagc  on  the  property  of  the  i  voted  348,0002.  for  prosecutions.  It  was 
poor  and  that  of  the  rich.  The  true  expla-  said  that  a  reduction  of  many  of  these  du- 
nation  of  the  inequality  was  to  be  found  in  ties  was  of  no  benefit  to  the  producer,  the 
the  fact,  that  if  taxation  were  levied  merely  i  burden  of  their  payment  falling  on  the  con- 
on  the  luxuries  of  life,  the  revenue  would  i  sunier.  If  it  were  not,  then  the  repeal  of 
not  be  productive  enough  to  meet  the  ne-  j  the  malt  duty  could  confer  no  advantage; 
cessary  public  expenditure.  He  feared,  ■  if  it  were,  then  he  was  entiUed  to  place  the 
therefore,  that  the  attainment  of  abstract '  reduction  as  compensation;  and  at  all  events, 
equality  in  taxation  was  impracticable.  |  there  was  the  possibility  of  an  increased  de- 
The  hon.  Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  i  mand.  He  would  do  the  hon.  Member  for 
had  told  them  that  the  reduction  in  the  ex-  j  Buckinghamshire  the  justice  to  acknow* 
penditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  |  ledge  that  his  speech  that  evening  was  fair 
was  owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  cost  of  and  temperate,  and  marked  by  a  spirit  of 
provisions.     The  last  report  of  the  Poor  j  justice  and  reason;  but  there  was  one  ez- 


Law  Board  showed,  however,  a  considerable 
diminution  in  the  number  of  paupers. 


DIMIXITTION    OF    PAUPERISM. 

Number  of  paupors  of  .ill  classes  reliexed 
in-doors  and  out-of-doors,  in  580 
unions,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1848    .     . 

Same  daj  1840 


Decrcaso        .... 
Equal  to  7*4  per  cent. 

Same  return  from  602  unions,  of  all 
classes  of  paupers,  relieved  in-doors 
and  out,  on  the  Ist  of  Januarj, 
1849 

On  same  day,  1850       .... 


pression  in  that  speech  which  he    (ICr. 
Hobhouse)  had  regretted  to  hear,  namdy* 
"that  the    distress  of   the    agricnltnnl 
classes  was  strangely  coincident  with  the 
I  late  alteration  of  the  laws  regarding  agrv* 
803,743  I  culture."     He  maintained  that  that  view 
^^^'^^^  j  could  not  be  supported.     Were  Ae  agri- 
65  824  !  culturists  ever  satisfied  under  the  system  of 
protection  ?      On  the  contraxy,  was  not 
Committee  after  Committee  moved  for  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  distreas  f   There- 
fore  it  was  hardly  just  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
924*672  i  ^^^'"^^  should  say  that  the  distress  <^  agri- 
'         •  culture  was  strangely  coincident  with  the 
63,324  j  change  of  the  law.     He  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  that   this  country  had  de- 
rived the  greatest  benefit  from  free  trade 

*>oi  644   ^^  ^^^"*  *^^  ^®  rejoiced  that  even  the 
j..q'^qo  i  hon.    Member  for   Buckinghamshire  hsd 
'       I  evinced  no  disposition  to  unsettle  the  ez- 
Dcoroasc  .31,142   isting  arrangements.      The  hon.   Qentle- 

Equal  to  154  per  cent.  man  contended  that  his  proposition  wouU 

In  all  these  cases  there  was  not  merely  a  l  tend  to  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  dasses, 
reduction  of  expenditure,  but  of  the  num-  •  but  he  had  not  specified  in  his  Motion  which 
her  of  paupers.  The  hon.  Member  for ;  of  those  classes  it  would  relieve.  IMmm 
East  Lothian  had  said,  that  the  agricul- ;  latet  in  gcneralihus.  He  (Mr.  Hobhouse) 
toral  interest  was  entitled  to  compen- .  would  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whe- 
sation  as  an  indemnity  for  tho  pecu- '  thcr  it  was  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  or  the 
liar  burdens  it  sustained.  He  assented  labourer,  whom  he  aimed  to  benefit  by  a 
to  that  doctrine ;  but  he  would  ask  transfer  of  the  proposed  reduction  d  taz- 
the  hon.  Gentleman  if  the  agricultural  ation  to  the  national  account?  With  rs- 
dasses  had  not  in  many  cases  enjoyed  ex-  ■  gard  to  the  proposition  now  before  the 
Miption?  The  Excise  duties  on  agricul-  House,  he  believed  that  if  it  were  caniedt 
tm  xepealed  since  1815  were :  On  beer, :  tho  entire  advantage  would  accrno  to  ths 


Decrease        .... 
Equal  to  0'4  per  cent. 

Number  of  adult  ablebodied  paupers  re- 
lieved in-doors  and  out  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1840,  in  690  unions    . 

Same  day,  1850 
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landlord,  and  that  the  reduction  in  the 
rates  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
rents.  Representing  a  city  which  was  the 
capital  of  an  agricultural  county,  ho  had 
felt  anxious  to  state  his  reasons  for  oppos- 
ing  the  Motion.  He  should  vote  against  it 
without  the  least  distrust;  confident  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  plan  was  not  calculated 
to  remove  the  inequalities  complained  of, 
and  that  if  the  plan  were  adopted,  the  com- 
plaints of  unequal  assessment,  unequal  tax- 
ation, and  unequal  rates  would  continue  to 
pour  in  from  the  agricultural  districts. 

Lord  J.  MANNERS  said,  the  hon. 
Memher  who  had  last  spoken  must  be 
regarded  as  helonging  to  the  perfectionist 
school  of  politicians,  for  he  had  refused 
to  support  the  Resolution  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Memher  for  Buckinghamshire  on  the 
ground  that  if  it  were  carried  a  certain 
amount  of  inequality  of  taxation  would 
still  remain.  Now,  if  the  hon.  Member's 
objection  were  justly  founded,  still  it  was 
no  valid  reason  why  he  should  decline  doing 
all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  remove  the 
distress.  He  must  say,  that,  until  he 
heard  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  he 
thought  that  all  hon.  Members  of  that 
House,  admitting  as  they  did  that  distress 
existed,  and  that  all  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
and  noble  Lords  who  complained  that 
accusations  were  brought  against  them 
charging  them  with  being  indifferent  to 
that  distress,  would  have  joined  with  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire in  his  reasonable  proposition— a  pro- 
position not  founded  on  injustice  to  any 
class  of  the  empire;  for  if  it  were  true,  as 
it  was  asserted  by  hon.  Members,  that 
Manchester  and  Leeds  paid  their  just 
share  towards  the  taxation  of  the  country, 
then  the  proposition  of  his  hon.  Friend 
would  afford  them  the  same  benefit 
which  he  sought  to  confer  on  the  other 
parts  of  England.  The  speech  of  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ilome  Secretary 
showed  that  he  felt  the  pressure  of  this 
argument,  for  in  the  early  part  of  his 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared 
to  be  combating  imaginary  arguments 
made  use  of  by  somebody  or  other  on  some 
former  occasion.  In  fact,  in  listening  to 
that  portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  relative  to  the  exemption  of  stock 
in  trade,  one  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  arguments  used  were  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  entire  stock  in  trade.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  two  main 
ebjections  to  the  proposition  of  his  hon. 


Friend.  In  the  first  place,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  glanced  over  that  portion 
of  his  hon.  Friend's  speech  alluding  to  the 
general  distress  which  existed,  and  contend- 
ed that  the  diminution  in  pauperism  and 
crime  showed  the  distress  was  not  so  great 
as  was  stated.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's argument,  as  to  the  diminution  of 
crime,  was  fallacious,  for  he  had  contrasted 
the  year  1848,  the  exceptional  year  of 
manufacturing  distress,  with  1849,  the 
year  —  but,  he  feared,  not  the  exceptional 
year — of  agricultural  distress.  What  logi- 
cal inference  could  be  drawn  from  the 
comparison?  The  inevitable  conclusion, 
if  you  must  argue  from  such  premises 
was,  that  the  agricultural  classes,  under 
suffering  and  privation,  were  less  turbulent 
and  disposed  to  crime  ^than  the  manufac- 
turing classes.  But  he  denied  the  propriety 
of  any  such  reasoning.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  then  argued  that  pauperism  had 
much  diminished.  He  had  not  had  time  to 
look  with  accuracy  over  the  last  returns,  but 
in  glancing  over  their  pages  he  had  seen 
that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  painted 
in  very  gloomy  colours  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that,  connected  as  he  was 
with  the  north  of  England,  he  was  happy 
to  state  that  distress  amongst  the  agricul- 
tural classes  was  there  unknown.  [Sir  G. 
Grey  :  I  said  amongst  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers.] That  was  correct;  and  he  was 
sorry  he  had  unintentionally  misrepresented 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had,  how- 
ever, imagined  that  Durham  was  a  county 
of  some  importance,  and  it  struck  him,  in 
Hstening  to  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  distress  was  there 
very  general,  for  there  had  been  a  marked 
increase  of  pauperism  during  the  year. 

SiH  G.  GREY:  The  noble  Lord  has 
mistaken  my  meaning,  for  I  stated  that 
no  distress  existed  amongst  the  agricul- 
tural labourers.  Durham  is  a  mining,  not 
an  agricultural,  county. 

Loud  J.  MANNERS  would  ask,  were 
there  no  agricultural  labourers  in  Durham, 
and  was  not  the  mining  interest  included 
amongst  those  classes  whoso  prosperity 
had  been  so  vaunted  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  ?  What,  had  the  President's 
Message  already  had  power  to  pros- 
trate the  mining  industry  of  the  North, 
and  add  10  per  cent  to  the  pauperism  of 
Durham?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  wished  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire  to  alter  his  propo- 
sition, but  stated,  that  if  ho  would  prow 
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pose  some  substantive  plan  the  House 
would  be  justified  in  considering  the 
question.  Now,  if  any  proposition  were 
made  by  any  hon.  Gentleman  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  high 
in  o£Bce,  would  immediately  point  out  some 
other  course  which  should  have  been  adopt- 
ed. The  hon.  Member  for  Dover  had  fol- 
lowed the  same  line  of  argument  in  saying 
that  if  his  (Lord  J.  Manners*)  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  had 
asked  only  for  a  Select  Committee,  he 
would  have  supported  him.  The  practical 
mode  of  dealing  with  a  question  was  to 
take  one  point  at  a  time  and  discuss  it. 
Now,  not  one  hon.  Member  had  shown 
that  the  claim  put  forward  by  his  hon. 
Friend  was  not  founded  on  justice,  and 
calculated  to  remove  the  distress  which 


bons  and  gloves  by  a  eoBt-iron  ChanedDmr 
of  the  Exchequer  had  conferred  no  benefit 
on  their  manufacturers  —  assuming  all 
this,  he  would  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  ol  the 
Manchester  school  if  they  could,  in  ace<8d- 
ance  with  their  recognised  principles,  re- 
fuse the  proposition  of  his  Hon.  Friend, 
because  it  might  have  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing some  of  the  classes  of  the  conntiy 
hitherto  under  exemption  wiihin  the  ope- 
rations of  the  tax-gatherer.  That  was  the 
question  at  issue.  Even  the  ingenuity  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  liad  fiukd 
in  proving  that  the  burdens  on  land  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth  included  raccination 
fees,  registration  expenses,  and  Innatie 
asylums.  Believing  as  he  did  that  jus* 
tice  and  common  sense  were  on  thdr  side 


admittedly  existed.      If   the    proposition   — believing  that  the  abstract  opinions  of 
went  towards  mitigating  the  distress,  what .  Gentlemen  opposite  should  induce  them  to 


argument  had,  during  the  debate,  been  give  their  votes  to  his  hon. 
adduced  against  it  ?  They  had  heard  that '  owned  he  should  despair  of  procuring  those 
in  1813  the  poor-rate  was  higher  than  in  !  votes  if  he  could  not  appeal  to  the  language 
1845 :  it  might  have  been  so;  but  then :  of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  whose  opnuons 
wages  were  constantly  paid  out  of  the  al-  had  ever  carried  weight  with  that  House — 
lowance  money.  He  had  always  been  told  =  language  made  use  of  on  a  most  importaBi 
that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  school  of  Man-  occasion.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chester  were  prepared  to  treat  all  ques-  Member  for  Tamworth,  in  speaking  on  thb 
tions  of  taxation  with  perfect  justice.  Now,   subject,  said — 

he  would  say  that  the  proposition  which  |  ..  ^^  ^^  ^-^^  ^  ,^^^  that,  wliea  it  « 
bis  hon.  Fnend  had  made  was  based  on  ■  found  that  persona  ponened  eonndMaUe  pio- 
the  principles  of  justice — it  set  up  no  an- '  perty  in  the  large  manufimtarnig  towm^  tint  pio- 
tagonism  between  the  various  classes  and   V^^J  ought  to  be  made  to  eontribnto  mmAtAaam 

interests  of  the  communitv;  and  he  would  '^'^^'*^*^  ^^^^^^K^^lS^f^*^ 

i_    ^,       ^     ^,  ^  \l       xr       1-     X       would  be  more  equitablv  diatnbuted.^ 

ask   the   Gentlemen   of   the   Manchester  j  ^ 

school  if  they  were  prepared  to  resist  that  They  were  endeavouring  to  cany  out  tUi 
proposition,  because  it  might  be  said — al-  view  without  casting  injustiee  upon  any 
though  he  did  not  believe  that  it  did — that  class  ;  they  were  endeavouring  to  cinj 
some  classes  of  the  community  would  be  it  out  in  a  spirit  not  in  any  degree  hostile 
made  to  take  a  more  practical  interest  in  to  Hor  Majesty's  Goveniment,  or  hostils 
the  welfare  of  the  country  —  because  the  to  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  eountij 
mortgagee,  the  fundholder,  and  the  life  — in  a  spirit  that  must  recommend  thew 
annuitant  might  come  in  an  infinitesimal  Resolutions  of  his  hon.  Friend  to  the  i^ 
degree  under  the  operations  of  the  tax-  probation  of  all  candid  and  imperial  meo. 
gathorer.  He  did  not  intend  to  thrust  on  The  opening  part  ofthe  right  hon.  the  Hods 
the  House  an  assertion  that  the  Manchester  Secretarr's  speech  was  rather  a  laboured 
school  had  ever  been  careful  to  carry  out  attempt  to  show  that  his  (Lord  J.  Mannen*) 
their  own  interests — he  would  not  then  hon.  Friend,  in  bringing  forward  his  pro- 
stop  to  ask  how  it  was  that  the  silk  trade  position,  had  triumphed  over  his  friendi 
was  still  protectexl:  it  might  be  that  this  out  of  doors.  Now  he  could  assure  them 
trade  did  not  value  protection;  but  he  would  there  was  no  difference  between  those  two 
rather  take  the  opinion  of  a  practical  man.  classes  of  opinion  to  which  the  right  hon. 
such  as  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Derby,  on  the  ques-  Gentleman  alluded.  What  gmtlemea  isid 
tion.  than  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Member  out  of  doors  was  this,  that  thej  had  lost 
for  Lincoln.  Assuming,  however,  that  the  all  eontidence  in  the  justice  of  tiie  Home 
manufacturers  of  York,  the  master  do-  c;  Commons.  But  his  hon.  Friend  said 
theirs,  had  derived  r.v>  beuer.:  in  V.avi-.^g  there  was  a  measure  of  relief  which  might 
their  soap  duty  free — assuxiiii;  that  tie  consistently  be  adopted  by  that  HoaaOt  and 
duties  levied  ou  hats  a:ul  vratchcs,  on  rib-  tha:  thev  should  strive  to  make  the  hc^  sf 


1097 


Agricultural 


{Feb.  19} 


Distress, 


1098 


what  was  a  bad  business.  But  did  he  say, 
or  did  any  hon.  Gentleman  understand  that, 
in  proposing  those  Resolutions,  he  imagined 
he  was  asking  the  full  debt  of  justice  to 
the  agricultural  interests  ?  No  such  thing. 
Bat  if  they  could  carry  this  proposition, 
they  would  to  some  extent  mitigate  the 
cruel  injustice  which  now  pressed  upon  the 
landed  interest.  It  was  vain  for  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen to  disguise  that  local  burdens  were 
a  real  and  sensible  grievance  upon  the  land. 
He  did  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  with 
details;  but  there  were  two  examples  in 
the  county  in  which  he  lived :  one  was  a 
Tillage,  a  few  miles  distant  from  the  manu- 
facturing town  of  Leicester;  it  contained 
978  inhabitants,  of  whom  130  were  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  the  whole  of  the  re- 
maining  population  being  dependent  upon 
manufactures;  he  would  ask  the  House 
what  was  the  proportion  of  poor-rate  levied 
on  a  farm  of  251  acres  in  six  years?  No 
less  a  sum  than  6151.  14^.,  or  more  than 
1102.  a  year,  or  Ss,  6d.  per  acre.  Adjoin- 
ing the  parish  to  which  he  alluded,  was 
another,  which,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  might  be  taken  as  a 
model  parish.  The  parish  of  Humber- 
■tone,  containing  461  inhabitants,  ever 
aince  the  introduction  of  the  new  poor- 
law,  had  not  contributed  one  pauper  to 
the  union,  and  yet  the  amount  of  taxa- 
tion for  three  years  on  98  acres  for  poor- 
rmtes,  was  932.  6^.  2d,  for  settlement 
charges.  He  would  ask,  was  there  injus- 
tice in  putting  these  settlement  charges 
upon  the  footing  which  his  hon.  Friend 
proposed?  But  he  found  another  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  view  of  his  hon. 
Friend  if  he  turned  his  eye  across  the 
Channel,  and  looked  at  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  and  he  hoped  that  before  the  de- 
bate concluded,  it  would  receive  some  elu- 
cidation from  the  hon.  Gentlemen  connect- 
ed with  that  unfortunate  country.  His 
hon.  Friend  stated  that  relief  ought  to  bo 
ftSbrded  to  the  struggling  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Ireland.  They  should  not  forget 
that  the  main  burden  had  fallen  upon  the 
land,  and  may  be  estimated  at  500,0002. 
•  year.  As  English  Members,  Session 
After  Session  they  were  met  by  appeals 
from  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  for  grants  of  public  money 
to  enable  the  Irish  poor-law  machinery 
to  work.  He  would,  therefore,  vote  for 
any  proposition  for  relieving  the  overbur- 
dened land  of  Ireland,  and  which  would 
give  a  sensible  encouragement  to   culti- 


vation and  employment  to  the  people.  A 
great  deal  had  been  said  about  the  sub- 
ject of  the  casual  poor;  he  believed  the 
term  implied  vagrants,  and  he  could  not 
understand  why  vagrants  from  Birming- 
ham, Leeds,  and  other  towns,  who  make 
a  tour  through  the  country  districts,  why 
their  maintenance  should  be  saddled  upon 
the  parish  where  the  relieving  officer  hap- 
pened to  live.  [The  noble  Lord  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  published  opinion  of  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  operation  of  the 
poor  laws;  also  an  extract  from  the  opinion 
of  Captain  Robinson,  who  said  the  time 
had  certainly  come  when  it  would  bo  un- 
safe to  delay  remedial  measures;  and  also 
the  opinion  of  the  Ipswich  board  of  guardians 
that  it  was  expedient  to  repeal  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  settlement  of  the  poor,  and 
have  the  poor  relieved  by  a  general  rate 
made  on  the  entire  property  of  the  coun- 
try.] Whether  it  was  proper  or  not  to 
abrogate  the  law  of  settlement  of  the  poor, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of 
any  one  acquainted  with  the  agricultural 
districts  that  a  moderate  relief  would  bo 
afforded  to  them  by  the  proposition  of  his 
hon.  Friend.  There  may  be  Gentlemen, 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  Dover,  inclined 
to  balance  their  opinions  by  their  votes; 
there  may  be  those  who  will  discuss  and 
debate  this  question  on  considerations  apart 
from  its  real  merits.  But  the  course  we 
take  is  clear ;  the  path  we  tread  is  that  of 
honour  and  justice;  and  we  traverse  it  with 
no  misgivings  as  to  the  future.  I  vote  for 
this  measure,  and  I  hope  the  majority  of 
this  House  will  vote  for  it,  because  I  know 
it  to  be  just,  and  believe  it  to  be  politic ; 
because  it  will  afford  some  relief  to  the 
struggling  and  oppressed  agriculture  of  the 
country,  and  because  it  will  cement  the 
union  between  two  sister  kingdoms,  who 
suffering  from  a  common  wrong  will  benefit 
by  a  common  redress. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said:  I  must  admit  that 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  has  been  of 
a  more  practical  character  than  usual.  I 
think  there  have  been  fewer  expressions 
that  tended  to  mystify  the  House,  and 
perhaps  the  country  also;  still  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressmg  my  strong  belief 
that  both  the  House  and  the  country  will 
discover  that  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  bases  his  Motion  are  alto- 
gether untenable.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire,  as  I  understand  it,  comes 
before  the  House  with  a  proposition  based 
chiefly  upon  the  fact  which  many  hon.  Gen- 
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tlemcn  seemed  disposed  to  admit  without 
question,  that  there  prevails  throughout 
the  country  a  very  large  amount  of  ex- 
treme distress,  and  in  some  way  or  other 
this  proposition  is  intended  as  a  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  the  corn  law;  and  he 
asserts  that  it  is  not  unjust  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  country,  while  it  will  give 
a  real  and  considerahle  advantage  to  the 
classes  of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  ad- 
mitted to  he  the  advocate.  Now,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  admit  without  question  the 
hon.  Memher's  first  proposition,  as  to  the 
existence  of  extreme  agricultural  distress 
at  the  present  moment.  There  is  no  hon. 
Memher  in  this  House,  nor  many  persons 
out  of  it,  who  do  not  know  that  there  are 
cases  of  tenant  farmers  who,  during  this 
l)resent  year,  have  been  carrying  on  their 
agricultural  operations  not  only  without 
loss,  but  actually  with  a  profit.  And, 
further,  I  am  prepared  to  state  that  the 
hon.  Member  has  not  submitted  to  the 
Uouse  one  single  well-authenticated  case 
in  which  the  foe  of  the  land  has  been  de- 
preciated in  value,  or  in  which  its  rent  has 
been  permanently  lowered.  The  hon. 
Member  says  that  the  farmers  have  three 
hundred  millions  of  capital  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil;  that  they  are  culti- 
vating it  without  profit,  and  that  the  fee  of 
the  land  has  depreciated  in  value.  Now,  I 
am  for  tlic  most  part  disposed  to  dispute 
these  assertions;  but,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, I  will  admit  that  what  he  says  is 
true.  Has  the  hon.  Member  ever  cast  his 
eye  over  other  descriptions  of  property,  or 
considered  what  have  been  the  fluctuations 
in  its  value  during  the  last  four  years  ? 
Has  he  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the 
mining  interest,  of  the  iron  manufacturing 
interest,  or  that  of  the  owners  of  mills  en- 
gaged in  all  branches  of  the  staple  manu- 
factures of  this  country  ?  Has  he  ever  in- 
quired whether  their  selling  price,  or  that  of 
their  productions,  has  been  as  high  during 
the  last  three  years  as  it  was  for  some 
years  previously  ?  And,  above  all,  has  the 
hon.  Member  ever  cast  his  eye  over  the 
share  list,  in  which  I  hope  he  has  no  other 
interest  than  that  of  a  spectator  ?  If  he 
had  made  those  inquiries,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  great  railway  interest  has 
boon  affected — atfccted,  too,  by  the  unwise 
legislation  of  this  House.  Four  or  five 
years  since  the  railway  interest  was  per- 
haps unnaturally  prosperous,  now  it  is  un- 
naturally depressed ;  and  with  regard  to 
that  interest  as  connected  with  the  poor- 
rate,  I  would  remind  the  House  that  wo 


have  facts  to  show  that  the  mlwftjs  pui 
over  3,000  pariahes  in  England,  that  the 
poor-rate    of   these  parishes  amoants  to 
800,0002.  per  annum,  ami  that  these  nul- 
ways,  the  vast  majority  of  which  have  not 
stations  in  these  parishes,  paj  250,0002. 
out  of  that  800,000^  poor-rate.     The  hon. 
Member,  with  a  judiciousness  whioh  I  could 
not  but  admire,  paid  a  compliment  to  mj 
right   hon.   Friend  at  the  head  of    the 
Poor  Law  Board — a  compliment  in  which  I 
entirely  coincide,  but  he  stated  that  be  had 
not  asked  for  any  more  recent  returns  on 
the  subject  of  the  poor-rate  because  he  did 
not  wish  give  trouble  to  that  distinguished 
public  officer,  or  the  hoard  over  which  he 
presides.      I   think  I   can  promise   that 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  Friends  will  moTe 
any  more  for  returns  of  poor-rates  with  e 
view  of  showing  the  distress  of  the  country, 
or  of  advocating  a  return  to  the  proteotiTe 
system,  or  a  transfer  of  rates  and  taxes 
from  what  he  calls  real  property  to  the 
other  kinds  of  property  in  the  kingdom. 
There  were  some  points  in  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for 
the    Home    Department   which    I    think 
ought  to  settle  the  question  to  a  great  ex- 
tent— I  mean  those  points  which  referrsd 
to  the  decrease  of  crime  and  of  panperiim 
in  the  country.   The  noble  Lord  who  spoke 
last  doubts  whether  these  statements  are 
true,  and  whether  this  state  of  things  hu 
been  influenced  by  the  price  of  food;  hut  if 
he  will  turn  back  to  the  year  1836  he  will 
find  that  the  whole  commitments  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in   that  year  were  bul 
20,600  in  number,  and  that  from  that  jeer, 
when  prices  were  as  low  as  they  are  now, 
until  1842,  which  was  the  termination  of 
a  period  of  high  prices,  the  commitmenti 
had  risen  from  20,600  to  32,000 ;    and  if 
he  goes  on  through  the  years  1843,  1844, 
1845,  and  1846,  he  will  find  that  as  the 
price  of  food  was  falling  there  waa  a  conse- 
quent decline  in  the  number  of  commitments, 
and  thnt  this  state  of  things  only  changed  in 
1847,  when  the  prices  were  such  as  to  be 
highly  remunerative  to  the  farmers  and  the 
proprietors  of  land.     Now,  in  the  face  of 
the  facts  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Ripen,  when  he 
sat  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  those 
which  have  since  been  brought  forward  by 
his  right  hon.  successor,  I  am  astonishM 
that  any  man  of  common  sense  or  feeling 
can  demand  or  justify  a  system  that  en- 
tailed upon  the  country,  and  more  espe- 
cially on  the  poorer  population,  such  erS 
consequences  as  have  been  demonstrated 
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by  the  retorns  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House.  But  the  hon.  Member  for  Buck- 
inghamshire said  that  his  proposition  was 
▼erj  praotioal.  Nobody  can  deny  that. 
All  these  propositions  for  taking  taxes  off 
one  man  and  putting  them  on  another,  are 

gractioal  enough.  The  House  of  Commons 
as  made  these  practical  changes  from 
time  immemorial,  and  sometimes  with  very 
little  regard  to  justice;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber says  further  that  his  proposal  is  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  compensation  to  the 
agricultural  classes  for  the  losses  they  have 
sustained  by  the  legislation  of  1846.  He 
admits  that  the  landed  proprietors  have 
inherited  the  land  burdened  with  poor- 
rates»  but  he  urges  that  they  inherited 
proteotion  also,  either  in  bounties  during 
the  last  century,  or  prohibitory  duties 
doring  the  present.  But  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  know  that  long  since  the  poor- 
rates  were  laid  on  and  collected,  this 
eountry  has  exported  com  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  that  for  a  considerable  period 
the  import  duty  was  not  more  than  Qd,, 
or  at  most  Is,,  the  quarter.  I  maintain, 
howe?er,  that  the  loss  of  the  corn  law 
ia  no  justification  for  his  proposition,  if 
that  proposition  be  not  in  itself  just  and 
reasonable  without  any  reference  to  the 
oom  laws.  [**  Hear,  hear!  '*  from  the 
Opposition,]  Well,  I  am  glad  to  hear 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  accept  that  posi- 
tion, because  of  that  com  law  the  House 
and  the  people  have  decided — and  I  believe 
that  some  Gentlemen  who  are  going  to 
vote  with  the  hon.  Member  acquiesced  in 
that  decision — that  it  was  unjust,  a  crime 
against  the  people,  and  an  usurpation  of 
the  foulest  and  most  injurious  description. 
The  people  never  acquiesced  in  that  corn 
law.  You  passed  it  under  a  protest  of  the 
most  fearful  kind,  and  it  has  been  protest- 
ed against  throughout  its  duration  by  the 
great  body  of  the  population,  certainly 
within  the  limits  of  this  island.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  Gentlemen  opposite  old 
enough  to  remember  the  fear  and  terror 
under  which  they  came  down  to  this  House, 
when  the  corn  law  was  passed  in  1815. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the 
Member  for  Stamford,  perhaps  recollects 
the  time  when  he  had  to  press  his  way 
through  military  and  police  into  the  senate 
of  the  united  kingdom.  Indeed,  I  have 
beard  that  a  certain  military  gentleman 
dates  his  conversion  to  free  trade  from  a 
Tery  severe  wound  on  the  head  he  received, 
when  military,  police,  and  Members  were 
indiacriminately  attacked  by  large    con- 


courses of  the  people.  But  there  are,  no 
doubt,  heads  into  which  arguments  cannot 
be  made  to  penetrate,  except  by  means 
even  as  objectionable  as  this.  Well,  I 
maintain  that  if  this  House  has  decided 
that  thirty  years  of  the  corn  law  was  wrong 
and  unjust,  it  forms  no  plea  for  coming 
down  to  the  House  with  any  such  pro- 
position as  that  of  the  hon.  Member. 
Therefore,  I  submit,  that  unless  that 
proposition  can  stand  by  itself  without 
any  appeal  to  the  question  of  protec- 
tion, it  is  not  worthy  of  one  moment's 
consideration  in  this  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  met  with 
some  difficulty  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
but  avoided  it  adroitly,  endeavouring  to 
show  that  what  he  calls  the  agricultural 
interest  has  some  interest  in  the  question 
he  proposes.  He  says  that  we  are  estopped 
from  considering  separately  the  interest  of 
landlord  and  tenant ;  that  we  must  con- 
sider them  as  one  interest,  and  that  with 
such  definition  we  must  be  content.  Now, 
I  find  that  the  hon.  Member  plays  fast  and 
loose  with  this  great  interest,  and  so  do 
his  followers.  The  time  was  that  the 
agricultural  interest  was  asserted  boldly  to 
mean  nothing  but  the  tenant  farmers. 
Now  the  proposition  is  discussed,  and  the 
tenant  farmers  are  lost  sight  of,  the  owners 
of  real  property  being  the  only  persons  to 
be  benefited.  [**  Hear,  hear !  "]  In  truth 
I  do  not  know  whom  you  will  have  to  be  the 
agricultural  interest  yet  ?  I  should  not 
wonder  if  at  last  you  claimed  as  one  of 
the  agricultural  interest  the  man  who  lives 
in  the  Haymarket  or  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
The  great  point  has  been  to  get  up  a  cry 
— and  that  has  been  your  great  difficulty 
during  the  recess — a  cry  by  which  you 
could  unite  landlord  and  tenant  in  one 
general  assault  upon  the  taxation  of  the 
country  and  the  resources  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  I  will  tell  you 
what  is  my  notion  of  this  proposition  of 
the  hon.  Member.  I  admit  that  it  is  prac- 
tical and  simple,  and  I  admit  that  some 
of  the  objections  which  were  raised  to  the 
proposition  of  last  year  do  not  apply  to 
this.  The  proposition  is,  that  some  two 
millions  sterling,  now  collected  for  certain 
local  and  general  purposes  on  landed  pro- 
perty and  buildings,  shall  henceforth  be 
not  so  collected,  but  be  transferred  to  the 
general  taxation  of  the  country,  a  very 
largo  portion  of  which,  much  the  largest, 
comes  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  is  paid  in  taxes  on  articles  they  con- 
sume.    If  then,  as  urged  by  the  bop, 
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Member,  these  taxes  are  a  burthen  on  the   no  reference  to  the  interest  of  the  oceapier, 

but  is  solely  directed  to  the  interests  of  the 
landlord.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Home  Secretary  has  shown  that  45  per 
cent  of  the  poor-rate  is  all  that  is  paid  by 
the  land,  and  that  is  not  all  paid  by  am- 
cultural  land.     Well,  then,  if  all  the  rdief 


land,  the  result  of  his  proposition  will  be 
that  the  occupiers  of  the  soil  will  be  able 
to  add  as  much  to  the  proprietors'  rental 
as  is  subtracted  from  their  burthens  by 
this  transfer  of  taxation.  Now  I  think  I 
may  appeal  to  the  House  whether  the  time 


is  not  gone  by  when  Parliament  would  \  he  proposes  to  give  landed  property  be  45 
listen  to  any  proposition  for  removing  per  cent,  that  is  all  the  interest  the  land 
taxes  from  property  and  placing  them  on  can  have  in  his  proposition.  And  if  45 
industry  and  consumption.  One  of  the  |  per  cent  is  all  this  great  interest  of  land- 
great  results  of  the  measures  adopted  by  !  lord,  tenant,  and  labourer,  together  can  get^ 


the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth  during  his  tenure  of  office  is, 
that  many  taxes  have  been  taken  off, 
which  certainly,  in  time  of  peace,  can 
never  be  reimposed.  You  have  found  that 
taxes  on  consumption  are  not  only  not  the 
most  productive,  but  that  they  are  destruc- 
tive of  the  comforts  of  the  people;  and  I 
believe  that  no  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 


I  should  like  to  have  it  defined  how  much 
of  this  45  per  cent  will  remain  in  the  pock- 
ets of  the  occupying  tenant.  The  hoa. 
Gentleman  proposes  that  this  45  per  cent 
should  be  the  extent  of  the  relief,  wohiu 
the  landed  interest  is  concerned;  but  thai 
he  expects  that  to  give  them  this,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  to  oontiniie 
the  other  taxes  which  the  farmers  now 


quer  will  again  be  found  to  ask  that  the  partly  pay,  as  the  tax  upon  tea,  the  tax  oa 
revenue  of  the  country  bo  increased  by  a  j  coffee,  the  tax  on  tobaccOv  the  taxes  on 
system  of  taxation  which  not  only  takes  j  wines  and  spirit,  and  the  tax  on  malt.  All 
the  money  from  the  people,  but  interferes  j  these  taxes  must  be  continued,  if  the  pn>> 
with  the  industry  and  comforts  of  the  great '  position  he  now  threatens  us  with  were  to 
body  of  the  working  population  of  the  be  successful,  and  the  great  burden  of  the 
kingdom.  Let  it  then  be  generally  under- !  rates  were  transferred  from  the  prc^ertr 
stood  that  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  !  to  the  industry  and  labour  of  the  generd 
Member  comes  to  this.  I  do  not  say  that '  body  of  the  people.  But  how  do  Gende- 
it  is  a  question  between  the  land  and  the  I  men  opposite  act  when  real  measures  for 
towns,  because  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  the  relief  of  the  tenant  farmer  are  under 
shown  that  the  land  and  the  towns  will :  discussion  ?  There  was  a  proposition  the 
be  equally  relieved  by  the  proposition  of '  other  day  for  a  County  Rates  BiDp  whiA 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is  not,  then,  a  met  with  no  very  favourable  reception  from 
question  between  land  and  the  towns,  but '  the  other  side;  and  it  will  be  my  duty  fay* 
it  is  a  question  between  the  owners  of  pro-  and-by  to  ask  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opporite 
perty,  who  have  something,  and  the  great !  will  agree  to  a  modification  or  abohtMm  of 
masses,  "  the  have-nothings,"  as  they  are  !  the  law  for  encouraging  the  preserratioa 
called,  and  who,  if  such  measures  are  per- '  of  game  ?  We  shall  find  then  whether  the 
sisted  in,  will  be  "  have-nothings*'  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  are  willing  to  apply  tboee 
end  of  time.  That  is  the  principle  upon  great  and  just  principles,  of  whicn  we  have 
which  I  shall  oppose  the  proposition  of  the  heard  so  much  to-night,  to  a  praetiesl 
hon.  Member;  but  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  <  grievance  which  is  much  greater  on  the 
opposite — and  they  being  the  farmers*  i  farmer  than  anything  that  ean  arise  fnm 
friends,  I  have  a  right  to  ask  the  question —  ■  the  cost  of  the  establishments  of  poor-kw 
in  what  way  do  you  expect  by  this  propo- '  unions.  There  is  also  the  question  of  the 
sition  to  satisfy  the  vast  clamour  you  excited  Tenant  Compensation  Bill.  I  shall  be  ds- 
or  participated  in  during  the  recess  ?  I  am  lighted  to  find  that  those  Gentlemen  who 
not  the  farmer's  friend — I  never  made  any  ,  stand  forward  as  the  tenant-farmers*  Inendb 
claim  to  that  character;  but  in  this  House,  support  that.  If  the  landlords  were  wm, 
as  out  of  it,  there  is  no  just  proposition  they  would  take  another  course  from  thst 
which  the  farmers  can  make,  and  no  just ;  they  are  adopting.  I  am  sorry,  for  more 
principle  the  application  of  which  will  sub-  !  reasons  than  one,  that  I  am  not  a  landed 
serve  their  interest,  which  I  will  not  advo-  proprietor.  I  am  especially  sorry  for  sue 
cate  and  vote  for ;  but  I  will  not  come  to  ,  reason,  which  is,  that  I  am  not  aUe  to 
this  House  after  exciting  a  clamour  through  speak  to  my  brother  proprietors  with  that 
the  country  that  I  am  about  to  relieve  the  ;  weight  which  I  should  do  were  I  ODO  of 
farmer,  and  then  make  a  proposition  that  them.  Were  I  a  landed  proprieCorp  I 
a  child  of  fire  years  old  could  discover  bad  |  should  say  to  my  brother  pnqprietoti    if 
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trade  continues  prosperous,  if  manufactures 
and  commerce  increase,  if  employment  is 
more  permanent  and  the  wages  of  labour  are 
steadier  and  more  remunerating  than  here- 
tofore— ^if  your  list  of  criminals  is  diminish- 
ing year  by  year,  and  your  poor-law  returns 
show  that  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  hitherto  helpless  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, are  lifted  from  the  mire  of  pauperism 
in  which  they  have  been  so  long  sunk,  to 
an  independent  and  comfortable  position — 
I  should  say  to  them,  if  such  events  should 
follow,  as  I  believe  they  will,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  free-trade  policy  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  deride  so  much,  then 
the  position  of  the  landed  proprietor  is  the 
most  fortunate  and  happy  in  this  present 
ehange  of  any;  for,  as  prosperity  increases 
he  must  obtain  a  greater  increase  of  wealth, 
there  will  be  more  competition  for  land  for 
agricultural  purposes,  for  building  pur- 
poses, and  for  manufacturing  purposes — 
for  purposes  of  pleasure  and  enjoyment — 
and  while  that  is  going  on,  not  only  will 
yo|i  obtain  a  larger  amount  of  wealth,  but 
far  greater  security  for  those  possessions 
with  which  Providence  has  blessed  you. 
Bat  to  come  here  and  ask  for  the  abolition 
of  ihe  poor-rate,  and  for  the  transferring 
taxes  from  you  to  other  classes  of  the 
community,  is  what  you  would  never  do 
if  you  considered  your  own  permanent 
interests.  There  are  other  interests 
in  the  country  who  could  come  to  this 
House  and  speak  of  loss  sustained  by 
them  from  the  depreciation  of  invested 
and  floating  capital;  but  they  have  not 
demanded  compensation  as  you  have  done. 
Yon  have  ruled  in  past  times  in  the  House 
with  an  undisputed  sway.  You  have  been 
in  the  habit  on  the  hustings  of  teaching 
the  people  that  you  came  here  to  promote 
agricultural  prosperity  and  to  maintain  a 
high  price  for  com.  As  sensible  men,  I 
would  say  to  you,  get  rid  of  this  habit  as 
soon  as  possible.  Well  would  it  be  for 
Toa  if  all  the  volumes  of  Hansard  for  the 
laat  ten  years  could  be  burnt  ;  for  then 
jonr  children  and  grandchildren  could 
nerer  have  the  opportunity  of  reading  the 
speeches  you  have  made  in  this  House.  I 
am  convinced  that  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  contains  within  it  no  ele- 
ment of  benefit,  improvement,  or  restitu- 
tion, to  the  tenant  farmer  of  this  country, 
and  that  being  my  opinion,  I  will  be  no 
iMurty  to  a  proposition  the  object  of  which 
IS  to  transfer  taxes  from  real  property  and 
lay  them  on  the  industry  of  the  country. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  reverse  the  policy  of 


the  last  seven  years — a  policy  which  has 
been  pursued  with  advantage  to  the  popu- 
lation, and  which  is  tending  to  the  perma- 
nent security  of  every  valuable  institution 
in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  DRUMMOND  :  Sir,  I  feel  that  it 
would  require  greater  powers  of  mystifica- 
tion than  those  which  are  possessed  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  or 
even  by  my  hon.  Friend  who  opened  this 
debate,  if  either  of  them,  singly  or  jointly 
together,  could  persuade  the  farmers  at 
this  moment  that  they  were  not  suffering 
distress.  I  know  not  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  means  by  "  exciting 
a  cry''  in  the  country.  If  he  means  that 
I  have  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  told  the 
farmers  that  I  could  obtain  for  them  relief, 
or  that  I  have  ever  encouraged  them  to 
hope  for  a  reversal  of  that  policy  which 
has  been  pursued  for  some  years  past,  I 
tell  him  that  he  is  wholly  mistaken.  It  is 
many  years  ago  since  I  said  that  the  mo- 
ment peace  was  established  it  would  be 
impossible  for  a  continuance  of  years  to 
keep  prices  upon  an  average  higher  than 
those  upon  the  Continent.  I  have  main- 
tained that  to  this  moment;  but  the  far- 
mers do  feel  themselves  to  be  deeply  af- 
flicted. It  has  not  been  myself,  or  any  of 
my  friends,  who  have  excited  them.  On 
the  contrary,  the  little  influence  which  I 
have  amongst  them  has  been  used  to  allay 
excitement.  They  have  declared  plainly  and 
openly  that  they  were  betrayed  by  the  men 
in  whom  they  had  trusted.  They  have  felt 
deeply  the  injustice  of  elevating  a  faction 
into  power  upon  their  shoulders,  and  their 
being  themselves  kicked  ofFignominiously  as 
a  useless  footstool.  The  farmers  are  plain- 
spoken  men — they  call  language  of  that 
sort  treachery,  and  those  who  use  it  trai- 
tors. But  I  do  not  defend  such  language 
— I  regret  it,  and  have  done  something  to 
stop  it.  I  deeply  regret  that  animosity 
should  remain ;  for  many  of  the  persons 
whom  they  accuse  are  my  personal  friends; 
and,  independently  of  that,  I  am  sorry  to 
see  a  body  of  able  men  condemned,  how- 
ever justly,  to  political  inanity.  But  that 
which  both  sides  of  the  House  have  de- 
clared to  be  essential  policy,  is  that  justice 
should  be  done.  You  ought  to  have  done 
something  to  those  who  were  aflected  by 
your  policy  —  to  mortgagees,  to  those  who 
hold  large  tracts  in  the  country,  to  those 
who  have  paid  just  before  the  year  of 
change  heavy  fines  for  church  leases,  and 
who  have  been  distinctly  defrauded  by 
the  Act.     This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
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large  bodies  of  the  people  hare  come  down 
to  this  House  as  suppliants,  proclaiming 
their  distresses;  but  it  is  the  first  time 
within  my  knowledge  that  their  complaints 
have  been  treated  with  indifference  by  this 
House.  Their  statements  of  distress  have 
been  distinctly  contradicted  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  as  if  the  farmers  were  not 
the  only  judges  of  whether  they  are  in 
distress  or  not.  And,  Sir,  I  caunot  help 
contrasting  the  way  in  which  they  have 
been  used  with  the  way  the  manufacturing 
and  trading  interests  have  been  received 
when  they  were  suffering,  and  when  they 
came  forward  and  stated  their  distresses  to 
the  Legislature.  Were  they  sneered  at  ? 
Were  they  laughed  at  like  the  farmers  for 
not  understanding  the  science  of  agricul- 
ture ?  Did  not  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  the  other  night  tell  us  that 
all  great  discoverers  ruined  themselves, 
but  that  afterwards  another  generation 
arose  who  profited  thereby;  so  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  hon.  Member *s  doctrine,  the 
farmers  are  to  begin  by  making  experi- 
ments; they  are  then  to  pass  into  the 
workhouse,  and  a  happier  race  is  to  suc- 
ceed them.  Were  the  manufacturers  ever 
taunted  in  this  House  with  their  ignor- 
ance? Yet  is  it  not  notorious  that  no 
English  manufacturer  ever  yet  made  one 
single  useful  discovery  in  arts  or  science  ? 
We  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  School 
of  Manchester.  What  has  it  ever  produced 
that  was  scientific  or  useful  ?  Has  it  any 
name  in  chemistry  to  boast  of?  Can  it 
point  to  a  Fourcroy  ?  Can  they  quote  any 
Manchester  manufacturer  who  has  written 
upon  any  scientific  subject  connected  with 
his  trade  ?  Why,  Sir,  it  is  well  known 
that  they  know  no  more  of  the  chemical 
agents  required  for  their  own  printworks 
than  the  blocks  they  use.  Nay,  Sir,  did 
we  not  take  pity  upon  their  intense  vul- 
garity ?  They  confessed  that  nothing  but 
the  actual  cheapness  of  their  wares  could 
find  them  a  market,  and  that  there  was 
not  a  person  in  Europe  who  would  not  pre- 
fer the  more  artistic  taste  and  the  more 
beautiful  fabrics  of  the  French,  or,  in- 
deed, even  of  the  Chinese  manufacturer,  to 
theirs.  Yes,  indeed,  it  was  so;  and,  in 
mercy,  we  gave  you  a  school  of  design; 
but  so  little  have  you  profited  by  it,  that 
in  the  last  report  of  that  school  it  is  stated 
that  you  draw  just  as  badly  as  ever.  No 
one,  that  I  ever  hoard  of,  doubted,  that  by 
taking  off  taxes  from  trade,  that  benefit 
would  not  be  derived,  and  trade  increase. 
But  what  we  simply  denied  was,  that  this 


I  was  a  national,  uid  not  merely  a  clast, 
I  question.  Moreover,  we  said  the  qaestion 
j  was  not  how  wo  are  to  have  com  cheap, 
I  but  how  we  are  to  procure  equality  of 
prices.  By  tables  which  were  moyed  for, 
and  which  will  supply  facts  in  place  of 
opinions,  we  find  that  in  Dantzie  there  has 
been  for  years  past  a  greater  flnctoation 
in  com  prices  in  a  given  time  than  ever 
occured  in  England.  Hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Manchester  only  gave  us  one  side  of  their 
balance-sheet.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Home  Department  gave 
a  fine  picture  of  the  present  state  of  trade. 
But  what  was  on  the  other  side  ?  You  forgot 
to  mention  the  trade  you  have  annihilated. 
You  have  annihilated  the  kelp  trade.  You 
have  created  distress  in  the  north-west  of 
Scotland,  and  have  aggravated  the  distren 
in  the  north-west  of  Ireland.  You  anni- 
hilated  one-half  of  the  value  of  all  the  timber 
in  England;  you  annihilated  half  the  Ttlne 
of  the  bark  in  England ;  you  have  now  an- 
nihilated half  the  capital  of  all  the  tensnt 
farmers  of  England ;  and  you  hare  redoeed 
the  renting  value  of  landed  property  from 
SOs.  to  40«.  an  acre.  The  necessary  come* 
quence  of  all  these  things  is,  that  eTory  ten- 
ant who  has  been  farming  with  borrowed 
capital  must  fail,  and  every  landed  estate 
which  is  mortgaged  must  be  sold.  Now, 
what  I  want  is,  that  in  all  matters 
of  this  kind  we  shall  see  the  plain  troth* 
and  adapt  ourselves  to  it.  This  is  the 
end  at  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  an 
driving.  They  have  told  you  so — tbef 
have  tried  to  produce  this  result.  Why 
not  admit  the  result  when  you  see  it  befim 
you  ?  It  is,  I  admit,  a  debateable  question, 
whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country  were  land  in  a  greater  number 
of  hands.  But  then  what  I  say  is,  that 
the  quantity  of  property  you  hare  destroy- 
ed by  your  measures,  is  more  than  equal  to 
the  whole  amount  you  say  the  eountiy  has 
gained  by  the  new  policy.  This,  then,  is 
a  class  policy.  It  was  intended  to  be  w; 
and  for  the  gratification  of  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  I  wiU 
show  him  before  I  sit  down,  what  are  (he 
ulterior  measures  these  Gentlemen  faaTO  is 
view.  One  of  the  grounds  on  which  yoi 
have  advocated  your  free-trade  prinoi[ieii 
is  on  account  of  the  benefit  to  accrue  to 
the  poor.  The  poor  are  quite  as  good 
judges  of  what  is  for  their  good  as  the 
farmers;  and  when  trying  to  persuade  &r< 
mors*  labourers  tliat  it  is  better  to  havs 
cheap  corn  than  dear  com,  I  never  get  any 
other  answer  than  that  **  it  is  always  boil 
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for  U8  when  com  is  dear."  What  they 
mean  is  thisi— they  do  not  deny  that  it  is 
better  to  have  a  large  loaf  for  6d,  than  a 
small  one;  but  when  com  is  dear,  they  are 
more  certain  of  employment.  [Mr.  Bright  : 
No,  no !]  The  hon.  Gentleman  says  no;  I 
My  yes;  and  I  assert  that  when  corn  is 
dear,  more  labourers  are  employed  on  the 
land.  Why,  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
you  can  shut  up  a  farm  and  work  it  only 
three  days  in  the  week  as  they  do  cotton- 
mills.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  think  a 
farm  can  be  worked  half  time.  To  cease 
continuous  cultivation  is  the  way  in  which 
land  gets  deteriorated,  and  farmers  suffer. 
When  prices  are  falling,  farmers  don't  hold 
up,  but  go  to  ruin.  Farmers  do  not  put 
money  in  the  bank  for  a  rainy  day;  when 
times  are  good  they  buy  artificial  manures  ; 
they  exchange  bad  implements  for  good; 
$31  the  money  they  make  in  a  good  year 
they  invest  on  the  land,  and  when,  by  vio- 
lent measures  of  legislation,  their  business 
18  interfered  with,  they  are  ruined,  and 
have  nothing  left  to  fall  back  upon.  I  say 
that  your  acts  of  free  trade  have  deprived 
labourer  and  farmer  of  all  security.  And 
what  do  you  want  ?  Why,  you  want  the  ad- 
Tertisement  duty  to  be  taken  off;  you  want 
to  be  puffed  off  in  the  newspapers.  You 
asked,  and  you  insisted,  on  free  trade,  be- 
cause you  get  your  cotton  to  China  by  it; 
but  you  object  to  taking  off  the  taxes  on 
beer.  Oh,  no,  when  the  farmer's  labourer, 
who  is  wet  through  250  days  out  of  the 
310  working  days,  when  he  comes  home 
from  work,  instead  of  a  glass  of  good  ale, 
you  want  to  give  him  a  newspaper  to  read. 
This  is  your  love  for  the  labourer,  this  is 
the  way  in  which  you  free-traders  benefit 
the  poor  man.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding,  the  other  night,  enumerated 
the  vast  benefits  which  had  resulted  from 
free  trade.  See,  said  he,  how  cheap  you 
ean  buy  preserved  fruits  ;  preserved  fruit 
one  of  the  luxuries  of  genteel  life;  see  how 
cheap  sugar  is,  that  is  to  say,  the  manu- 
facturers can  get  their  sugar-plums  cheap. 
But  how  does  free  trade  act  in  the  country  ? 
Every  foreign  trade  employs  foreign  la- 
bourers only,  and  not  British  labourers.  I 
•ay  you  ought  to  have  a  duty  on  every- 
thing that  comes  from  a  foreign  country. 
If  you  have  free  trade,  I  insist  that  we 
•hall  have  a  right  to  use  our  barley  as  we 
please.  I  insist  that  the  labourer  have  a 
right  to  pick  his  hops  from  his  hedge  and 
lue  them  as  he  likes.  I  say  that  the  people 
of  Lancashire,  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
the  people  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 


shall  be  allowed  to  grow  tobacco.  I  insist 
that  you  shall  carry  out  these  things,  and. 
until  you  do,  there  shall  be  no  peace  for 
you.  You  think  you  have  settled  the  ques- 
tion of  free  trade — I  tell  you  it  is  now  but 
the  first  skirmish  of  the  battle.  You  have 
urged  the  question  in  such  a  way  that  you 
have  made  the  expression  of  free-trader  and 
protectionist  the  terms  to  distinguish  op- 
posing parties.  The  struggle  is  yet  to 
come  between  capital  and  labour — it  is  yet 
to  be  made  between  wealth  and  life.  You 
are  the  advocates  for  money  and  capital, 
coute  qui  coute!  but  I  say  the  labourer 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  exist.  Some 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  made  a  great 
discovery.  One  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
has  told  us,  what  you  will  be  somewhat 
surprised  to  hear,  namely,  that  we  are  not 
an  agricultural  country.  He  says,  **  If 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  depended  on 
agriculture,  we  should  have  nothing  worth 
protection.  It  is  manufactures  that  give 
the  country  wealth,  power,  and  popula- 
tion.**    Wealth,  you  see,  is  placed  first — 

"  Si  possis  rect6, 
Si  non,  quoounque  mode  rem." 

Who  were  they  who  hinted  they  would 
see  all  the  towns  between  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth  burning,  rather  than  keep 
a  navy  to  avenge  the  insult?  Sir,  I 
will  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon,  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire; but  it  is  nothing  to  what  we 
mean  to  have.  We  will  have  the  excise 
done  away  with.  Your  old  cry  of  faith 
with  the  public  creditor  has  lost  much  of 
its  charm.  [Laughter ,  and  great  confu" 
5ton,  in  the  midst  of  which  Mr.  Speaker 
repeatedly  called  Members  to  order,]  Oh, 
it  is  of  no  use,  Sir,  when  you  see  hon. 
Gentlemen  with  white  waistcoats  and  bril- 
liant eyes,  your  attempting  to  control  them. 
But,  as  I  was  saying,  the  cry  of  good  faith 
with  the  public  creditor  has  lost  much  of  its 
force.  You  say — Would  we  rob  widows 
and  orphans  ?  Why,  Sir,  the  farmers  and 
yeomen  are  saying — Let  us  look  to  our 
own  wives  and  our  own  children.  So,  far, 
however,  from  wishing  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind  I  allude  to,  I  would  support  any 
Government  which  would  lay  directly  upon 
the  rich  a  load  of  taxation  sufficient  to 
enable  the  Exchequer  to  allow  the  labourer 
to  brew  his  own  beer,  to  build  his  house 
with  his  own  bricks,  and  grow  anything  he 
pleases.  As  to  the  insults  heaped  upon 
the  land — fortunately  the  supremacy  of  the 
land  is  not  much  affected  by  them.  The 
land ! — why,  Sir,  it  is  as  much  superior  to 
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the  xzuuiiifMrtarin^  interns,   as  in  oakea  Member    for  BuekingiiAmshire    iherefore 

cudgel  is  to  a  cotton  :ixr?aiL     JLad  I  vill  had  rested  hit  proposition  on  a  most  im- 

saj  uf  the  land  as  the  poet  ^aid  if  dae  oak  proper  foandation.     He  hoped  that  the 

which  grows  upon  it —  supporters    of    the    agrieultoral    interest 

*'  It  holds  its  prunvra.  rzr.is  ±«>m  aarare's  vould  not  rest  their  case  on  such  shallow 

charter,  *  grounds,  but  that  thej  would  bring  Ibr- 

Not  at  the  aud  ot* Man..i:*:>t.  r  •  ^^^d  measures  which  would  apply  to  the 

Captain   DUDLEY    PHLHAM    apolo-  more  equitable  arrangement  of  the  whole 

gised  for  trcspassiujr  on  the  FI<.iii5e  at  that  tAzation  of  the  countrj.     If  thej  did  so, 

late  hour,  but  he  wished  jnedr  to  express  and  if  they  could  show  that  the  landed  io- 

his  opiutou.  that  li  thej  wen>  :o  reconsider  terest  was  unfairly  burdened,  there  conld 

the  question  of  poor-law  ia.\atiun  tiiej  must  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  coontrj  would 

be  prepared  to  examine  oaremilv  into  the  support  them  in  obtaining  justice, 

whole  que«tiou  ot  the  iiabiiitr  ot  property  Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  the  adjonm- 

to  be  rated.     He  beiioved  that  the  prupo-  ment  of  the  debate,  and  said  that  he  un- 

sition  of  tran;}ferrini;:  the  rate:»  to  the  Con-  derstood  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 

solidated  Fund  was  nut  a  sound  one.  and  of  the  Govcmnient  had  agreed  to  allow  it 

that  if  they  were  to  have  a  national  rate  it  to  proceed  on  Thursday, 

must  bo  a  direct  tax»  in  tlie  form  of  a  pro-  Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  he  thovght  i% 

portv  and  iucoiuo  tax.     He  believed  that  better  always  to  appoint  the  earliest  daj 

if  such  an  arrangement  were  adopted  it  possible   on   such  occasions,  and  he  had 

would  not  bo  open  to  the  objections  appli-  ,  therefore  suggested  Thursday, 

cable  to  a  prupositiou  for  dxing  the  rate  on  '  Mr.  DISRAELI  hoped  that  the  debata 

the  Consolidated  Fund;  and  that  it  would  would  be  both  continued  and  concloded  on 

bo  found  compatible  with  a  continuance  of  that  day. 

the  HV litem  of  local  management  which  it  Debate  adjourned  till  Thortday. 
was  HO  desirable  to  maintain.  Ue  beliered  j  The  House  adjourned  at  half  after 
thoro  wore  two  wavs  of  dealing  with  this 
question  of  the  poor>rates  —  that  they 
might  contino  themselves  to  the  present 
system  ui  UM.sessiiitj;  propertv:  but  at  the 
huiiiu  time  muitt  niaterialtv  relievo  the  land- 


Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

wriut^iivhtTruiteiT^^^^                of  setUe- '  Wednesday,  February  20,  1850. 

luful    and    reniuvul,    aikd    establishing    a  Mimittbb.]     Pubuc  Bills.— l*   Publie  Ubnriti  m1 

union    liability  and  a  union    rating,   con--  ^**3J1J„.«„,.r^,  B«fc»ta  Pta-Hiy;  I* 

jointljr  with  neicMsary  nteasures  ot    ccon-  !  ^y  sammary  Juiitdkkkm t   Tmuiti  at  Back  l«t 

oui^ ;    or  else  hy  adopting  a  uniform  or  a  I  Reiiet 
graduated  sculo  of  rating  on  all  property  j 
and    iiiconio.      If    thojr   assume  tbat  the 


csApunsu  of  maintaining  the  poor  amounted 
to  .i.Jl^i^AHH)/.,  und  if  they  took  the  num- 
bur  of  puritthes  to  bo  5,0(K),  in  which  the 


DEER  IN  THE  ROYAL  FORESTS. 
Mr.  6.  BERKELEY   asked  whether 
orders  had  been  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  for  the  de- 


auKiuni  of  poor-rate  is  less  than  U.  6rf.  in    struction  of  the  deer  in  the  forest  of  Dean, 
this  puumi,  and  above  8.0U0  in  which  it ;  and   in   tho   New   Forest?     And,   if  so, 
luiiuiuU  tbis  sum,  they  would  find  the  poor-  j  whether  copies  of  the  orders  would  be  laid 
latus  to  bo  about  I  J.  (k(.  in  the  pound  in  •  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  as  there  was 
tint  aggrogato.     Hut  a  tax    equal  to  the    no  right  to  destroy  deer  in  a  royal  forest 
|»iit«isnt    properly    and    inconio  tax  would    without  an  Act  of  Parliament  ? 
tin  mill  it  than  defray  tho  expense  of  main-        Mr.  UAY'TER  said,  that  there  were  no 
laining  thu  poor,     lie  would  not,  at  that   such   orders    issued    regarding   the  New 
Liiif   hour,    go   more  into  dttail.   but  he  j  Forest,  of  which  His  Royal  Highness  the 
t^fiiihl   iiiiiitily    udil   that  hon.   Gentlemen  -,  Duke  of  Cambridge  was  ranger,  and  otct 
Mtposito  tiught  not  to  rest  tho  matter  on   which  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Mils  iiitoiu  faist  lif  agricultural  distress,  be-    Forests  had  no  power  to  make  such  an 
fr^Mvtt  many  Miinbers  on  that  (tho  Min- ;  order.      With    regard   to   the   Forest  of 
is«*f iai)   fcido   of    tho   liouso,  who  would  ,  Dean,  over  which  they  had  full  power,  and 
«rfll)Ngiy  Joiti    in   a   more    equitable    ar-  i  where  there   was   no  ranger,  there  had 
PtHfU^'^uMti  iif  taxation,  believed  that  the   been   such    universal    complaints  of   tibe 
^jffoMiftf  tUttirt.mn  was  of  a  temporary  na-  j  demoralising  influence  upon  the  people  liv- 
f#^4,   a«Ml   that   the  hon.  Gentleman  the  i  ing  around,  produced  by  the  opportunitias 
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they  had  of  kQling  the  deer,  that  the  com- 
miasioners  had  at  length  acceded  to  the 
requests  of  the  mining  proprietors,  and 
ordered  the  destruction  of  tlie  deer.  Their 
objects  in  so  doing  were,  at  once  to  check 
the  demoralising  effects  upon  the  popula- 
tion, to  prevent  the  frequent  collisions 
between  the  keepers  and  poachers,  and  to 
preserve  the  valuable  young  timber  which 
was  growing  in  the  forest.  The  number 
of  deer  in  the  forest  of  Dean  and  in  the 
Highmeadow  Woods  adjoining,  was  by 
statute  restricted  to  800,  nor  was  it  essen- 
tial that  there  should  be  any  deer  in  the 
forest  of  Dean  at  all.  The  Commission- 
ers of  Woods  and  Forests,  by  letter  dated 
the  15th  of  January,  1850,  informed  the 
verderers  of  Dean  Forest  that  they  had 
decided  on  the  discontinuance  of  deer  in 
Dean  Forest  and  in  the  Highmeadow 
Woods  adjoining.  The  commissioners  re- 
eeived  their  power  over  the  forest  from  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago,  appointing  them  chief  wardens; 
and  the  forest  itself  was  regulated  by  the 
provisions  of  two  Acts  of  Parliament,  the 
20th  Ghas.  II.,  and  another  Act  that  was 
Mssed  in  the  year  1808,  reviving  the  20th 
Chas.  II. 

Mb.  G.  BERKELEY  said,  that  under 
those  circumstances  he  was  quite  sure  it 
would  be  a  boon  to  the  forest  to  have  the 
deer  destroyed. 

THE  "  INDIAN  "  EMIGRATION  SHIP. 

Mb.  DIVETT  wished  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  a  question  upon  a  subject  which 
had  been  noticed  already  in  another  place, 
and  of  which  he  had  given  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman notice.  He  had  that  morning  sent 
a  paper  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  which  he 
had  received  from  New  South  Wales,  in 
which  details  were  set  forth  of  the  most 
disgusting  nature,  regarding  certain  con- 
duct of  men  and  officers,  which  had  taken 
place  on  board  tbe  barque  Indian,  The 
colonial  officials  had  properly  taken  nica- 
anres  to  bring  the  oifenders  to  punishment, 
and  from  the  proceedings  it  appeared  that 
the  owners  had  certainly  placed  a  most 
dissolute  set  of  officers  on  board  their 
Tessel.  What  he  wanted  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  whether  he  was  aware  of 
the  circumstances  tbat  had  taken  place  ? 
And  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  state- 
ment turning  out  to  be  true,  such  direc- 
tions would  be  given  to  the  Emigration 
Commissioners  as  would  induce  them  to 
put  forth  to  the  fullest  extent  the  powers 


vested  in  them  to  punish  the  owners  of 
the  ship,  as  well  as  the  guilty  parties  ? 
There  was  a  vast  number  of  persons  about 
to  go  to  the  colonics.  But  they  had  be- 
come so  alarmed  at  the  account  of  this 
misconduct,  that  they  had  great  doubts 
whether  they  could  venture  to  proceed  to 
their  several  destinations  ;  and  it  was 
most  important  that  they  should  receive 
some  assurance  to  allay  their  fears. 

Mr.  ha  WES  said,  that  in  answer  to 
the  question,  which  was  one  to  which  he 
attached  very  considerable  importance,  and 
which  he  did  not  at  all  regret  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he  should  reply 
that  the  Government  had  as  yet  received 
no  official  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  barque  Indian,  But  he  was 
bound  to  state  that  if  the  ex  parte  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  should  be 
proved,  it  would  justify  the  infliction  of 
the  severest  penalties  which  the  law  pro- 
vided, as  soon  as  tho  conviction  should 
have  been  obtained.  And  he  would  under- 
take to  promise  his  hon.  Friend  that  the 
subject  should  be  closely  attended  to,  be- 
cause he  had  already  called  the  attention 
of  the  Emigration  Commissioners  to  it, 
and  they  would  be  instructed  to  enforce 
the  severest  penalties  which  the  law  en- 
abled them  to  inflict,  if  the  facts  should 
be  proved. 

Mr.  DIVETT  said,  that  the  reply  of 
his  hon.  Friend  would  give  general  satis- 
faction throughout  the  country. 

BANKRUPT  AND  INSOLVENT  MEMBERS 

BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time.** 

Mr.  MOFFATT,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said,  that  the  object 
of  it  was,  first,  to  remove  the  privileges 
which  were  at  present  retained  by  insol- 
vent Members  of  that  House  not  in  trade ; 
and,  secondly,  to  deal  with  Members  simi- 
larly situated  who  were  in  trade.  Most 
persons  agreed  in  thinking  that  it  was 
very  discreditable  to  Parliament  that  it 
should  be  the  only  sanctu&ry  still  existing 
in  which  fraudulent  bankrupts  and  insol- 
vents could  take  refuge.  There  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  proving  the  insolvency  of  a 
Member  by  the  plan  which  he  proposed. 
He  had  been,  indeed,  told  that  a  great 
objection  was,  that  parties  might  buy  up 
judgments  against  Members,  and  so  get 
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tberr*  4xp«JIed  the  Hoavi.  Boc  that  wofild  it  on  a^&In  eftrij  m  the  present  Senion. 
}f*i  imp^#4<iible,  for  no  pro<seeding^  could  be  He  did  so;  but  luvdlj  hiid  the  SeMion 
tak^m  by  any  crf'/litor  who  held  securitj  ended,  when  he  received  a  commiinieatio& 
fm  h\n  t\hht;  and  the  presf^nt  privilege  from  the  right  hou.  Member  for  Montgo- 
wf,nt  into  the  other  extreme  of  ur.dulj  merjshire,  stating  that  he  had  found  he 
shielding  Member*.  Besides,  nearly  iix  waa  wrong — that  the  pririlege  conld  not 
month  A  would  have  to  elapse  before  the  be  rescinded  bj  a  resolatum  of  the  Houe, 
infi'^lyency  eo'jld  >^  satisfactorily  proved,  and  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  neoes- 
and  a  MeTn>>er  Uine  his  seat,  and  that  sary.  To  the  present  Bill,  amended  as  it 
would  f(i7(i  timo  for  unravelling  the  real  had  been,  there  could  be  only  objections  to 
condition  of  his  liabilities.  Besides,  the  small  points  of  detail.  None  had  been 
objf'ct  of  the  qualification  required  at  pre-  made  to  its  principle.  He,  therefore, 
iieni  was  to  insure  the  possession  by  every  hoped,  that  the  second  reading  wonld  be 
If  ember  of  that  House  of  at  least  8,000/.  taken  at  once,  and  any  amendments  which 
or  0,000/.  above  his  liabilities.  That '  could  be  suggested  could  be  considered  in 
might  bo  assumed  as  the  value  of  the  in-   Committee. 


oomo  of  .'jOO/.  a  year,  which  was  neces- 
sary. And,  if  a  Member  did  not  possess 
thai  sum,  he  could  not  truly  undertake  to 
sav  that  lie  was  qualified.  He  had  been 
told  that  there  was  no  great  popular 
fooling  in  favour  of  the  measure.  He 
admittod  that  ;  and,  moreover,  he  did 
not  think  they  ought  to  wait  for  such 
a  fooling  to  nrlHO.  Ho  thought  they 
ought  tu  anticipate  the  popular  displea- 
sure at  Parliamont  being  tho  only  sanc- 
tuary roiuaining  in  the  united  kingdom  for 
insoWont  dt^htorn.  Tlio  privilogo  of  Par- 
liuuiont  hud  hot*n  greatly  abused.  A  law, 
iudeiMl,  had  been  pasHod  some  years  ago 
whioli  nuulo  tho  chattels  of  Members  liable 
to  lio  Roixod  for  debt,  but  nothing  was 
onnior  than  for  a  Mombor  to  make  over  liis 
olmttols  to  a  bi\)thor  or  sister,  and  so 
ovndo  tho  law.  It  was  also  objected  to 
hiH  Hill  that  it  did  not  include  Peers.  He 
fotind  that  in  all  questions  of  privilege  it 

bad  boon  ouston»rtrv  for  oaoh  House  to  ar- 

» 

rang^*  its  o»u  atfairs,  and  generally  when 


CoLOXEL  SIBTHORP  had  a  necnlar  de- 
sire to  support  the  Bill.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  trader  in  the  House  should  he  ex- 
empted from  the  laws  which  affected  tra- 
ders in  general.  He  would,  thereforei 
support  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GOULBURN  entertained  great  ob- 
jections to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
should  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months.  He  admitted 
that  there  were  few  things  more  objectioii- 
able  than  contracting  debts  without  the 
means  of  paying  them.  But  if  the  ques- 
tion was  to  be  considered  as  a  moral  oae, 
there  woro  a  great  number  of  offences  jnit 
as  bad,  in  a  moral  point  of  view  as  the 
nonpayment  of  debts,  and  with  which  the 
House  was  just  as  much  called  on  to  inter- 
fere. But  the  fact  was,  that  the  matter 
was  one  for  the  decision  of  constitoencies, 
who  were  the  best  judges  of  whoiher  or  bo 
a  man's  circumstances  fitted  him  for  re- 
presenting them  in  that  House.  The  BiD* 
if  carried,  would  circumscribe  the  powen 


tho  ron\mons  siot  a  good  exam]>le,  it  had   of  the  constituencies;  for  manj  a  man  on- 


Won  followed  by  the  l.orils.  lUit,  suppi^s- 
ing  (hrtt  tho  Pooit*  did  not  ehoose  to  give  up 
thoir  privilogo,  did  that  invalidate  the  util- 


der  temporary  circumstances  of  embamsi* 
ment,  might  nevertheless  be  chosen  as  a 
representative  by  a  constitnency  having 


ity  of  tho  \V\\\  to  tho  Tonmions  f  The  Bill !  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  int^rity  ei 
WfiMV  tho  House  had  been  intnHluood  in  I  his  intentions.  Man v  Gentlemen  of  fimited 
tbo  Ust  S%^sMon.  It  was  then  ri^lerrod  to  means  bad  thought  it  right,  for  the  honour 
a  t'ommitttv  upstairs,  \^boro  it  was  im- .  of  tbeir  family,  to  take  upon  themsdves 
jm>v»M  snd  toniusl.  The  right  hon.  Mem-  debts  vrhiob  they  inheiited  from  their  pa- 
oor  for  Mont4i>M«ovvsbin\  who  soMom  on-  rents,  and,  if  unable  to  discharge  theobli- 
tonsl  the  Uov)>o.  oa',r.o  down,  for  a'.r.;ost  c^r.^n  thus  assumed  within  a  linutedpe- 
iho  t^nly  timo  bo  h.^d  ;it;ond<\i  diinrc  tbo  riixl,  :hoT  woro  to  be  liable  to  be  ezpdicd 
8<^i»iou,  to  op)\Nso  it  ^ftV.on  it  osn-.o  frora  from  ihe  Ilotsc  as  nnworthj  of  a  seatb 
tW  Commit wv.  Ho  s,-»:d  th*t  tho  ".>r"\i- 
k^jp^  <s^«U  W  Tv^s^i^i^^M  M ithout  a  Iv;.*.  V>t 
AM^»mi^lo  rosoVtUion  of  tV.o  luv^iso.  Ar.^i  iV.st 
die  WU  x*as  1>.crot^^ro  •.-."v.o^vssArv. 
was  tb<^n  la  to  i  ;i  t :-.  o  S  <  ■><  i . : . .  T\\: 
siliea  >s-a»  Mror.i:.  sv.a  >,**  Vr.  \;,*4a:i 
llM^g^t  it  Wttor  to  ^iibdrftw  ii.  and  brir.^ 


4 

»4 


I 


:t.  A  person  in  ihis  nnfommate  sitoatioa 
n-.ic-t  t  von,  nudcT  ih:s  BiH.  be  br  law  in- 
o/ir»f.l  '.c  of  l«o:r.£  Ksejeci4L>d.  Besides,  tbe 
r.-.cisv.rc  if  carnod  irocld  rerire  the  eld 
lis  TV.:  OS  bcwot-  xLe  Bmise  aad  tbe  ceo- 
sr:-.:cT.:  Kxir  of  iht  empire,  as  te  vbelbcr 
iLc  former  ha^  tbe  pcnner  ef  njediDg  s 


1117    Bankrupt  and  Insohent        { Feb.  20 } 


Memheri  Bill. 


1118 


representative  chosen  by  the  latter.  He 
repeated  that  he  thought  the  matter  ought 
to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  constituencies. 
But  the  hon.  Gentleman  argued  that  a 
Member  becoming  bankrupt  would  lose  his 
qualification.  The  qualification,  however, 
was  merely  to  be  considered  as  being  in 
some  respect  a  guarantee  for  the  sufficient 
education  of  Members  of  Parliament,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  poor  scholars  of  the  uni- 
Tersities,  of  whom  he  was  one,  no  qualifi- 
cation whatever  was  required.  Besides,  a 
man  might  possess  a  qualification  when  he 
entered  Parliament,  and  convey  it  away 
next  day,  without  endangering  his  seat. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day  six 
months." 

Mr.  mulling  S  supported  the  Bill, 
thinking  that  no  person  ought  to  have  his 
property  or  his  person  exempted  from  le- 
gal process  by  Parliamentary  privilege,  so 
long  as  he  was  unablo  to  pay  his  just 
debts. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  that  having  voted  for 
ft  Bill  requiring  a  bankrupt  to  vacate  his 
aeat  six  months  after  his  failure,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  favour  the  doctrine  that 
Parliamentary  privilege  ought  to  shield  a 
man  from  just  legal  process.  This  Bill 
would,  however,  be  attended  with  great 
iiyustice  in  many  of  its  bearings.  He 
thought  that  no  individual  ought  to  be  em- 
powered to  plead  Parliamentary  privilege 
when  called  upon  to  pay  his  debts;  and  he 
would  be  prepared  to  concur  in  any  mea- 
sure, so  far  abolishing  that  privilege;  but 
he  repeated  that  a  great  many  cases  would 
arise  in  which,  from  the  arrangements  of 
society,  the  Bill  before  them  would  oper- 
ate most  cruelly.  He  submitted  that  a 
Bill  ought  to  be  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remedying  the  evils  to  which  he 
had  alluded. 

Mr.  PACKE  would  oppose  the  mea- 
mae,  thinking  that  agricultural  Members 
IB  the  present  state  of  matters  would  re- 
quire to  have  some  protection  against  the 
stringent  working  of  the  bankruptcy  laws. 

Sir  6.  GREY  would  observe  that  the 
diseussion,  last  year,  upon  the  subject  to 
which  this  Bill  related,  showed  the  diffi- 
culty of  carrying  out  the  principle  pro- 
posed without  a  measure  applying  with 
great  harshness  in  many  cases.  Feeling 
bow  little  prospect  there  was  of  the  House 
ultimately  agreeing  to  a  Bill  which  would 
aaeomplish  the  object  in  view  without  in- 
Tolring  still  greater  inconveniencea  and 


evils  than  it  was  to  remove,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  support  the  second  reading  of 
this  measure. 

Mr.  NAPIER  remarked,  that  though 
quite  willing  to  facilitate  the  proceedings 
of  creditors  against  property,  he  appre- 
hended that  this  Bill  might  place  the  votes 
of  Members  too  much  under  pressure.  A 
judgment  was  often  given  along  with  a 
mortgage,  the  rents  might  happen  to  be  in 
arrear,  and  moneyed  men  might  acquire 
undue  influence  over  votes. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  word  '  now  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Question.*' 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  34  ;  Noes 
73  :  Majority  39. 

List  of  the  Ates. 


Arkwright,  G. 
Bass,  M.  T. 
Berkeley,  C.  L.  G. 
Blair,  S. 
Brisco,  M. 
Brown,  W. 
Olive,  H.  B. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Divett,  E. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Ellis,  J. 
Erans,  W. 
Farrer,  J. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Frewen,  C.  11. 
Grovesnor,  Lord  R. 
Gwyn,  II. 
Harris,  R. 
Uotham,  Lord 


Kershaw,  J. 
King,  hon.  P.  J.  L. 
Lacy,  II.  C. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Macnaghten,  Sir  £. 
M*Taggart,  Sir  J. 
Ogle,  S.  0.  H. 
Pechel,  Sir  G.  B. 
Filkington,  J. 
Ricardo,  0. 
Sibthorp,  Ool. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thornely,  T. 
Williams,  J. 

TELLERS. 

Moffatt,  G. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Baillic,  n.  J. 
Baincs,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Berkeley,  hon.  G,  F. 
Boldero,  II.  G. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
BuUer,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Chatterton,  Ool. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Clay,  J. 
Clav,  Sir  W. 
Olilibrd,  II.  M. 
Corbally,  M.  E. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Dcedes,  W. 
Drumlanrig,  Visct, 
Drummond,  H. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Dunne,  Col. 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
Fagan,  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fox,  S.  W.  L. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gore,  W.  R.  0. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Ilalscy,  T.  P. 
Harris,  hon.  Capt. 
Hatchcll,  J. 
Ileneage,  G,  11.  W. 


Herbert,  H.  A, 
Hildyard,  T.  B.  T. 
lliU,  Lord  E. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Horsman,  E. 
Hume,  J. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Ool. 
Lushington,  0. 
M'Oullagh,  W.  T. 
Meagher,  T. 
Melgund,  Visct. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
Monsell,  W. 
Mostyn,  hon.  E.  M.  L. 
Napier,  J. 
O'Flaherty,  A. 
Pakington,  Sir  J. 
Palmer,  R. 
Perfect,  R. 
Pigot,  F. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Power,  N. 
Pugh,  D. 
Reynolds,  J. 
Rice,  E.  R. 
Salwey,  Ool. 
Shafto,  R.  D. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
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Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Somen,  J.  P. 
SomerriUe.rt.hn.  Sir  W. 
Sotherton,  T.  II.  S. 
Spoouer,  R. 
SUnton,  W.  U. 
SullivftD,  M. 
Thompson,  Col. 
TroUopc,  Sir  J. 


TyreU,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vivian,  J.  II. 
Waddington,  II.  S. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wodchouse,  E. 

TBLLIRS. 

Goulbum,  II. 
Packe,  C.  W. 


Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 

SMALL  TENEMENTS   RATING  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  Second 
Time." 

Mr.  HALSEY,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  the  House 
must  ho  aware  that  a  very  groat  amount 
of  property  now  escaped  the  payment  of 
rates,  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  con- 
stant changes  of  occupation  in  small  tene- 
ments caused  immense  trouhle  to  the  over- 
seers. He  had  with  him  a  letter  from  a 
most  excellent  magistrate  of  Bedfordshire, 
expressing  the  pain  with  which  he  signed 
warrants  to  distrain  perhaps  the  heds  of 
poor  families  for  rates,  and  urging  the  ex- 
pediency of  charging  them  upon  the  land- 
lords in  the  case  of  small  houses.  The 
existing  law  was  really  a  premium  upon 
idleness  and  dissipation,  for  the  party  who 
was  made  to  pay  was  the  industrious  man 
who  saved  a  little  money  and  hought  fur- 
niture. It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
if  the  rates  were  charged  on  the  owners, 
the  rents  would  he  raised  ;  hut  the  com- 
forts of  the  cottages  would  he  increased. 
[The  hon.  Memher  read  a  letter  from  a 
pansh  containing  a  large  quantity  of  cot- 
tage property,  and  an  extract  from  the 
tenth  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, in  regard  to  the  effect  of  an  Act 
passed  in  1841,  empowering  the  overseers 
of  Kidderminster  to  rate  the  landlords  of 
small  tenements.]  He  asked  the  House 
to  mark  the  success  of  such  a  measure 
where  it  had  heen  tried.  The  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1837, 
and  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
in  1846,  reported  in  favour  of  the  view  he 
had  taken.  He  trusted  he  had  shown  the 
necessity  which  existed  for  an  alteration  in 
the  law,  and  that  the  measure  he  proposed 
was  calculated  to  effect  such  an  alteration 
in  a  mild  and  heneficial  manner.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  not  re- 


ject it,  but  allow  the  Bill  to  receive  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  p.  SGROPE,  believing  that  the 
deficiency  of  house  accommodation  for  the 
poorer  classes  was  most  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  society  at  large,  and  that 
the  proposed  Bill  would  tend  to  augment 
the  evil,  was  prepared  to  offer  tbo  second 
reading  his  decided  opposition.  The  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  Captain  Robinson, 
Mr.  Austin,  and  others,  bad  reported 
strongly  that  house  accommodation  bad 
not  extended  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  the  population.  They  stated  that  the 
proprietors  disliked  cottage  property,  as 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  collecting  the 
rates,  and  sometimes  the  cottages  were 
pulled  down.  He  admitted  the  di£Bciilty 
of  the  present  system,  hut  he  would  rather 
endure  it  than  submit  to  the  alterations 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  He  anxiously  asked 
the  Government  to  postpone,  at  all  events, 
the  consideration  of  it  till  thej  had  dis* 
posed  of  the  settlement  question.  It  was 
no  light  matter,  for  it  affected  that  large 
class  of  the  people  who  were  unable  to  pay 
the  poor-rates,  and  were  not  paupers.  If 
they  rated  the  owners,  they  might  depend 
on  it  the  pressure  of  the  rate  would  fall  on 
the  occupier.  The  rents  received  gene- 
rally on  this  class  of  property  did  not  re- 
turn more  than  2  per  cent,  and  no  person 
would  build  cottages  for  the  poor  ia  future, 
if  he  had  to  pay  4f.  or  5s,  out  of  that 
Captain  Hoskyn  and  Mr.  Austin  hid 
stated  that  any  tax  lud  on  the  owners  of 
cottages  would  be  laid  by  them  on  the  oe- 
cupiers,  in  the  form  of  an  increase  of  rent. 
The  general  rule  of  the  law  of  Ensluid, 
ho  observed,  was,  with  the  exception  of 
Stourges  Bourne's  Act,  to  rate  the  occu- 
piers, and  not  the  owners.  The  ease  of 
Kidderminster  showed,  that  when  that 
rule  was  departed  from,  the  owners  oon- 
tinucd  to  make  use  of  the  law  for  their 
own  advantage.  Tho  same  was  found  to 
he  the  case  in  Liverpool,  and  the  ownen 
i  increased  the  rents  so  much  as  to  create 
an  immense  amount  of  pauperism,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  town  had  applied  to 
Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  local  Act, 
passed  three  or  four  years  ago,  for  the 
rating  of  owners.  Ireland  presented  a  BtiU 
stronger  case  in  point,  because  the  best  au- 
thorities were  of  opinion  that  the  immense 
evictions  were  attributable  to  the  pressure 
of  the  poor-law,  which  laid  the  rates  on 
the  owners. 

Amendment  proposed,  "  To  leave  out 
the  word  '  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the 
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Question  to  add  the  irords  '  upon  this  day 
six  months.' " 

Mr.  BAINES  said,  that  if  he  agreed  in 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  resumed  his  seat,  that  the  Bill 
would  press  heavily  on  the  poorer  classes, 
he  should  he  the  last  man  in  the  House  to 
TOte  for  it ;  hut  he  honestly  helieved  it 
would  not  have  any  such  effect.     Under 
the  present  system,  the  owner  of  property 
on  which  there  was  an  exclusion  of  rates 
contrived  to  get  a  higher  rent  than  he 
otherwise  would,  and  was  the  only  person 
who  heneiited  hy  the  law,  while  the  poor 
man  did  not  gain  any  advantage  from  the 
exemption,   and  the  public  generally  lost 
by  it.     And  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  al- 
luded to  speculators  running  up  cottages 
for  the  poorer  classes,  and  concluded  the 
BDl  would  prevent  their  doing  so,  he  ac- 
tually adduced  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  Bill,  because  he 
called  attention  to  the  case  of  persons  who 
in  building  laid  out  their  ground  in  such 
pafcels  as  they  knew  would  be  exempt  from 
the  rate,  and  thereby  gained  a  benefit  all 
their  own.     The  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hertfordshire  was    not,   as    the 
hon.    Member   for    Stroud     might    have 
.   led   the   House   to    understand,   a    com- 
pulsory measure,    rendering   all   persons, 
owners  of  cottages  within  a  certain  limit 
of  yalue,   liable  to  be  rated.     His  (Mr. 
Baines's)  opinion  was,  that  if  any  fault  was 
to  be  found  with  the  Bill,  it  was  that  it  did 
not  go  far  enough;  but  it  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction;  and,  as  it  would  effect  a 
certain  amount  of  good,  though  not  all 
that  might  be  effected  by  improved  legisla- 
tion, he  hoped  the  House  would  give  their 
assent  to  the  second  reading.     He  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hertfortshirc   to  one  point.     By  the 
59th  George  III.,  c.  12,  sec.  19,  known  as 
Sturges  Bourne's  Act,  there  was  a  power 
giyen  to  the  vestry  to  pass  resolutions  by 
a  majority,  with  the  object  that,  in  certain 
cases,  the  owners  should  be  rated  instead 
of  the  occupiers;  and  the  evils  which  that 
Act  was  intended  to  meet,  and  which  ex- 
isted to  a  tenfold  degree  at  present,  were 
recited  in  the  clause  as  follows  : — 

"  And  whereas  in  many  parishes,  more  ospe- 
MHj  in  large  and  populous  towns,  the  payment 
«f  the  poor-rates  is  greatly  evaded,  <fec.,  and  it 
hath  been  found  persons  letting  houses  do  receive 
Biiich  higher  rents  for  the  same,  on  the  ground 
that  the  occupiers  thereof  cannot  be  effectually 
asMMed  to  the  poor-rates,  and  do  thus  obtain  an 
undue  advantage  to  themselves ;  be  it  enacted, 
ite.y  that  the  owners  of  all  houses,  Ac,  which  shall 
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be  let  to  the  oocnpiers  thereof  at  any  rent  not  ex- 
ceeding 20/.,  nor  less  than  6/.  by  the  year,  die, 
shall  be  assessed  to  the  relief  of  the  poor." 

And  the  clause  further  directed  how  far 
the  inhahitants  in  vestry  might  vary  the 
resolutions  of  any  former  vestry  in  this 
respect,  and  provided  for  the  assessment 
of  the  rate  on  the  owners  hy  an  equal 
pound-rate,  after  making  a  reasonahle  de- 
duction from  the  rent,  not  exceeding  in 
any  case  one-half,  and  for  the  levy  and  re- 
covery against  the  owner  in  the  same  way 
as  for  the  levy  and  recovery  of  poor-rates 
against  the  actual  occupier  under  other  cir- 
cumstances. The  hon.  Memher  proposed 
to  do  away  with  the  minimum  of  61., 
which,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Baines)  could 
learn  from  those  hon.  Memhers  who  had 
been  in  the  House  when  the  Act  was 
passed,  was  fixed  upon  without  any  reason 
whatever.  If  these  evils  existed  on  6^. 
houses,  it  appeared  to  him  the  argument 
would  he  very  much  d  fortiori  with  respect 
to  houses  below  61.  The  hon.  Member 
proposed  that  henceforth  there  should  be 
power  in  a  vestry  to  rate  the  owners  of 
houses  from  201.  downwards,  without  any 
minimum,  instead  of  the  occupiers.  That 
was  the  whole  scope  of  his  Bill.  He  wish- 
ed to  call  the  hon.  Gentleman's  attention, 
however,  to  the  provision  that  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  vestry. 
Why  require  a  different  proportion  of  the 
vestry  from  that  which  was  sufficient  to 
sanction  the  rating  on  the  owners  in  cases 
of  6L  houses  ?  It  seemed  to  him  the  bare 
majority  of  the  vestry  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient, and  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  consent  to  such  an  alteration  when 
they  went  into  Committee.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Stroud  said,  that 
rating  small  tenements  had  failed  in  Liver- 
pool. He  (Mr.  Baines)  was  not  aware  of 
that  fact,  but  he  certainly  knew  that  a 
great  number  of  local  Acts  for  rating  the 
owners  of  small  tenements  had  lately  been 
applied  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  town.  As 
regarded  Kidderminster,  so  far  from  the 
Act  rating  small  tenements  working  badly, 
the  union  had  come  to  Parliament  and 
asked  for  a  similar  principle  to  be  extended 
from  the  town  to  the  union.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading. 

Sir  J.  PAKINGTON  said,  he  should 
support  the  measure,  but  he  could  not  help 
remarking  that,  as  long  as  he  had  been  in 
the  House  they  had  had  a  Bill  before  them 
about  highways,  and  another  for  rating 
small  tenements;  but  he  hoped  the  present 
year  would  dispose  of  both  questions.  Any 
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one  conversant  with  the  country  mnst  know 
the  present  stato  of  the  law  was  productive 
of  great  inequality  and  injustice,  and  here 
yery  hardly  on  the  poor.  The  only  ohjec- 
tion  ho  had  to  the  Bill  was,  that  it  was  not 
compulsory.  They  had  had  a  great  deal 
too  much  of  permissive  legislation.  Par- 
liament should  make  up  their  mind  as  to 
what  was  right,  and  then  declare  it  bind- 
ing upon  all.  It  so  happened  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  vestry  were  not  the  persons 
ho  should  exactly  like  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  rating.  He  would  much  rather  see 
a  compulsory  enactment  that  up  to  51.  or 
61.  the  rate  should  he  paid  by  owners  of 
property.  A  large  amount  of  property  es- 
caped taxation  at  present,  ana  the  result 
was  that  a  greater  burden  was  thrown  on 
the  rest  of  the  country. 

CArTAiK  P£CH£LL  said,  that  although 
he  had  found  it  necessary  to  oppose  former 
measures  on  this  subject,  he  should  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROBERT  PALM£R  declared  that !  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  in  his  mind  that .  tleman  the  Member  for  Stroud  not  to  hke 
tho  present  measure  was  right,  or  was  bet- 1  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  Meond 
ter  than  the  measures  which  he  had  op-  [  reading. 

posed  on  previous  occasions.  He  was  much  |  Mb.  S.  ADAIR  observed,  that  thers 
inclined  to  think  with  the  hon.  Member  for ;  existed  a  general  impression  that  speeola- 
Stroud  that  the  effect  of  rating  the  owners  '  tire  builders  erected  better  cottages  than 
would  bo  to  check  what  was  so  much  t  were  usually  built  by  otherparties,  end  at 
wanted — the  building  of  convenient  cot- ;  more  reasonable  rents.  He  tmsted  thit 
tages,  affording  comfortable  accommoda-  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  penevere  with 
tion  for  tho  labouring  population,  at  low  ,  the  Bill — that  he  would  make  it  eooipal- 
M»it«.  The  object  of  every  Gentleman  was  •  sonr  and  final.  To  leave  the  applifatini 
to  afford  such  ai^^>mmodation  at  the  lowest  -  of  it  discretionaiTy  would  be,  aa  he  Uioaght» 
possible  cost.  If  a  labourer  was  unable  |  most  inexpedient.  He  might  mentioB  to 
from  pt^Tortv  to  pay  the  rate,  he  could.  ■  the  House  a  case  in  which  the  collection  of 
nnder  the  present  law,  go  Wfort^  the  ma-  the  arrears  cost  17  per  cent,  and  that  coit 
gistratos.  with  tho  consent  of  the  OTcrscors.  •  fell,  not  upon  the  owners,  bat  tlie  oeenpieni 
and  prove  his  inabil;;y.  and  they  would  For  these  reasons  then  he  thought  it  the 
then  excuse  him  tor  ihe  time  being.  It  most  just  and  expedient  ^an  that  the  owa- 
was  al»o  a  very  common  praot;co  for  the  .  ers  should  pay  the  rates. 
OTorseers  to  take  into  consideration  the!  Ms.  PEEDES  supported  the  aecoal 
•tato  of  cotta^^  property  in  thoir  d: strict.  =  n^auls^  of  the  BiU,  and  hoped  that  the  hoB. 


to  a  measure  like  the  present,  which  was 
in  the  nature  of  an  ex  past  facto  law,  inas- 
much as  it  enabled  one  set  of  persona  to 
come  upon  another  for  that  which  they 
never  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  pay. 
It  happened  to  him  that  he  had  upon  his 
estate  cottagea  for  which  he  only  recdved 
505.  a  year;  but  those  cottagea,  if  fiurly 
valued,  could  not  be  considered  aa  worth 
less  than  51.  a  year,  and  that,  he  doubted 
not,  was  the  case  with  many  others  beudes 
himself;  he  did  then  think  it  most  unfair 
if  a  man  were  to  be  called  on  to  pay  rates 
upon  a  higher  scale  of  valuation  than  the 
actual  rent  which  he  might  rec^ve  for  the 
cottage  property  that  he  possessed.  He 
did  not  mean  to  offer  any  further  o|ipMi- 
tion  to  the  Bill,  but  in  Committee  he  in- 
tended to  propose  that  no  landlord  should 
be  expected  to  pay  upon  any  valnatioii 
above  the  rent  which  he  actually  received. 
j  He  was  quite  aware  of  the  growing  feeliiu; 
in  favour  of  such  a  measure,  and  ne  toi£ 


and  if  thoy  know  a  con^in  nur.iber  o:  per- 
sons wort\  fror.;   ^VTorty  A:^d  '.."'w  wip.^. 


M  cumber  for  Hertfordshire  would  impiofe 
his  cu-isuT^e  by  adopting  some  of  the  s^g- 
nnablo   ti>   s*.:vivri    t  hex  selves.   an.i   pat    ^Dir^iiw^iis  iba;  had  l«een  made. 

Ms.  SLA>£.Y  stated,  that  specnlatife 
n<a  came  into  a  neigfabovliood 
vhcrc  :hcir  presence  was  not  mnch  6^^ 
si:\v.:  :r.a;  :hey  ran  cp  eonages  and  ttki 
i:.:tz  v::1  :rr.J>bitar.is.  vho  competed  with 
£7.:  ciic:::  did  gri^ai  irjurr  to  the  inde- 


raiOjL,  to  Cx^:v.e  ;o  a  ros*\u::or.  :::■:  to  ohirpc 
thor.)  to  the  ^vr-ra:os.  I;  was  a  ivr.-.::::r. 
iwaciiiv  :or  por*x^::s  who  had  iaid  by  :v..m:ov 
in  vvn:sh  :,'»  purvhaso  a  vl*-;  o:  I*:*..;  ar.i 


wvot  vVttAp^s  or. 
thai  the  $<^rs  of 


>4» 


Imiod  to  ioi  th.^so  vv::apr<  ^ou.i  rf^er  r^'::ie7.;  lixuni-r.  aai  tkss  thewlKilepi^ 
W  c4M^c>^'-  vith  arv  r;fi:;:s:  ani  he  ^^:c::c*I  Ia;::?.  cc  :ho  district  ^Maae  more  or  ka 
vlMthcr*  xn,: s r  she*  r r: « >^ : r. s  c :  ;h ?  }^ .'.! .    i : : •  n : rt: ^.L     Wl e^  V^  looked  at  dw  a«- 


<\v^«:  ax  ar.v  r^r.  .-...Ar   s^^^,•u** 


SET 


:'   :h:r!:ies  ▼>.::>.  bad  zi^t^m  opinions  upon 

-.th  rates:  he  als.^  hAi  s^^rij-s    th^ssT  suV^css.  he  fw^nd  thai  thav  woe  sD 

wWiW  ibe  Ho;3s<  vu^^;  w  a^v   i:;  iaT>:v;:r  ci  ^^ae^  a  aicsgnre  aa  iJiat  befive 
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the  House,  and  he  hoped  that  in  Commit- 
tee the  hon.  Gentleman  would  consent  to 
Buch  clauses  as  would  make  the  Bill  just 
and  palatahle. 

Mb.  A6LI0NBY  was  of  opinion  that 
the  discussion  of  these  points  had  much 
better  he  postponed  until  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee;  he  was  hound,  however, 
franflj  to  state  that  he  could  not  continue 
his  support  to  the  Bill  unless  the  right  of 
TOting  were  permanently  secured  to  the 
occupier. 

Mb.  BAINES,  referring  to  the  Munici- 
pal B.eform  Act,  said  that  it  provided  suffi- 
cientlj  for  securing  to  occupiers  the  full 
right  of  voting,  whether  they  were  liahle 
to  ^e  rates  or  not.  The  overseer  must, 
under  that  Act,  put  the  name  of  the  occu- 

C'  on  the  roll.  He  was  sure  that  the 
.  Member  for  Hertfordshire  desired  to 
aecure  to  occupiers  the  indisputable  right 
of  votmg. 

^  Mb.  KEYNOLDS  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last  had 
referred  to  the  Municipal  Reform  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  that  statute 
•ecnred  to  the  occupier  the  right  of  voting; 
but  though  the  Irish  Municipal  Reform 
Act  contained  a  clause  copied  from  that  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred, 
yet  it  did  not  secure  to  the  occupier  the 
right  of  voting.  The  occupier  of  a  shop  or 
Oia  tenement  might  claim  to  be  rated,  but 
that  was  not  the  point;  occupiers  ought  to 
possess  the  franchise,  no  matter  who  paid 
the  rates.  His  own  case  was  this — ^he 
rented  a  counting-house;  he  served  a  no- 
tice desiring  to  be  rated;  at  the  same  time, 
also,  he  oflSred  to  pay  any  rates  that  might 
be  due;  but  he  was  told  that  nothing  was 
due»  which  was  giving  him  what  in  Ireland 
was  called  "  a  Quaker's  receipt,''  being  an 
ufgenious  mode  of  evading  the  stamp  du- 
ties. Upon  the  subject  of  the  notice  which 
be  servea  he  had  taken  the  opinion  of  coun- 
adf  and  he  had  been  told  that  his  notice 
was  insufficient,  because  it  did  not  set  forth 
the  yalue  of  the  tenement.  Now,  it  was 
noat  absurd  to  require  that  a  tenant  should 
Bet  a  value  upon  the  promises  which  he 
lumaelf  occupied.  It  might  seem  some- 
what impertinent  in  him  to  speak  upon  a 
BUI  wmch  only  affected  England  and 
Wales;  but  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  who  were  only  English 
Members,  had  continually  interfered  in  the 
aSfUTB  of  Ireland,  and  had  spoken  as  if 
ihej  meant  to  minister  to  all  the  social  dis- 
eaiea  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  He 
did  not  complain  of  such  political  doctor- 


ing. On  the  contrary,  he  felt  much  obliged 
to  them  for  it,  and  was  only  anxious  that 
they  should  not,  by  the  adoption  of  this 
Bill,  reduce  the  franchise.  It  might  not 
affect  the  rural  districts,  but  by  taking  the 
small  tenements  in  corporate  towns  out  of 
the  rate-book  they  would  be  cutting  off  a 
large  and  very  useful  class  from  their  po- 
litical privileges. 

Mr.  bright  said,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Manchester — not,  how- 
ever, upon  the  subject  of  the  present  Bill 
— from  parties  who  were  deeply  interested 
in  the  security  and  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise; that  communication  stated  that  in 
many  cases  the  landlord  would  not  pay  the 
rates,  though  his  rents  were  regularly  paid 
to  him ;  and  thus  ho  might,  either  through 
neglect  or  malevolence,  disfranchise  his 
tenants.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
no  man's  franchise  ought  to  be  placed  in 
that  sort  of  jeopardy.  If  he  paid  his  rent 
and  did  his  duty  as  a  member  of  society, 
he  ought  not  to  be  disfranchised  on  account 
of  the  conduct  of  any  other  person.  Then 
there  was  another  ground  of  complaint 
fairly  enough  urged  in  the  letter  that  he 
held  in  his  hand,  which  was  this :  Land- 
lords often  compounded  for  the  rates  of 
houses  which  were  under  the  value  of  10^. 
That  was  held  not  to  be  a  payment  in  full, 
and  thereby  the  occupiers  were  disfran- 
chised. As  far  as  it  was  connected  with 
rates,  this  Bill  would  give  great  facility  to 
the  collectors,  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
a  measure  should  be  hurried  through  the 
House  which  would  lead  to  such  a  great 
extent  of  disfranchisement.  He  should 
wish  to  know  from  the  Government  whe- 
ther, if  the  House  consented  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  if  any  suggestions 
for  the  ohviating  of  this  objection  should 
be  proposed  in  Committee,  the  Government 
would  oppose  those  amendments  ? 

Sir  G.  grey  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  he  thought  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  if  this  Bill  should  operate  in  any 
way  to  the  disfranchisement  of  any  parties 
possessing  the  franchise,  and  he  believed 
that  nothing  was  further  from  the  intention 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  brought  in  the 
Bill.  His  right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board  had  said  he  thought 
a  clause  in  the  Municipal  Bill  would  prevent 
it;  but  he  would  look  into  the  subject,  and 
if  ho  were  not  satisfied  that  that  clause 
would  have  that  effect,  he  would  take  care 
that  a  clause  for  the  purpose  should  be  in- 
troduced. He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  name  the  Committee  for  an  early 

202 


1127 


Benefices  in 


{COMMONS} 


Phmiiiy  Bill.         1128 


day,  for  there  were  many  points  in  which 
it  would  he  well  for  him  to  communicate 
with  his  right  hon.  Friend. 

Mb.  HENLEY  did  not  helieve  the  mea- 
sure would  relieve  the  poor  at  all,  hut  at 
the  same  time  there  might  he  places  to 
which  it  would  he  applicahle.  It  would 
he  necessary,  however,  that  in  Committee 
the  Bill  should  he  more  strictly  guarded; 
for  instance,  a  longer  notice  should  he 
given  when  parties  were  to  appear  hefore 
the  vestry,  so  that  no  parties  should  he 
taken  hy  surprise.  lie  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  hut  reserved  to  himself  the 
right  of  dealing  with  it  on  the  third  read- 
ing according  to  the  state  in  which  it  then 
should  come  hefore  them. 

Mr.  HALSEY,  in  reply,  said,  he  in- 
tended to  put  in  some  clause  or  clauses 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  guarding  the 
franchise,  but  he  was  not  disposed  to  make 
the  Bill  compulsory. 

Question  put,  •'  That  the  word  '  now' 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  182;  Noes 
2:  Majority  180. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2®,  and  committed  for  Wed- 
nesday, 20th  March. 

BENEFICES  IN  PLURALITY  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  FREWEN  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill.  It  appeared  from  a  re- 
cent return,  that  there  were  589  cases  in 
which  clergymen  had  heen  appointed  to  two 
livings  since  the  passing  of  the  last  Act  on 
this  subject.  This  afforded  a  strong  case 
for  passing  a  Bill  in  order  further  to  check 
the  practice.  He  saw  no  objection  to  cler- 
gymen holding  two  livings  when  they  were 
adjoining  cadh  other,  and  the  population 
of  both  was  small;  and  there  were  many 
cases  of  this  kind  where  no  inconvenience 
was  sustained,  because  the  people  of  one 
parish  could  attend  the  services  of  the 
other.  He  would  ask  the  House  to  affirm, 
hy  their  assent  to  the  second  reading,  the 
principle  that  the  present  law  was  not  suf- 
ficiently stringent,  and  that  it  was  desir- 
able it  should  be  made  more  effective.  The 
Bill  which  he  had  hod  the  honour  to  intro- 
duce last  Session  on  this  subject  passed  a 
second  reading;  but,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  Session,  he  was  unable  to 
carry  it  further.  He  had  since  received  j 
many  letters  from  clergymen  in  different  | 
parts  of  the  kingdom  in  favour  of  his  Bill,  j 
one  in  particular  from  the  prebendary  of 
706  of  our  cathedrals,  pointing  out  abuses 


which  existed  firom  prebendaries  and  their 
connexions  getting  possession  of  Hnngs  in 
their  own  families.  He  proposed  that  the 
Bill  should  extend  to  Ireland,  and  betrast- 
ed  the  House  would  allow  the  Bill,  like 
that  of  last  Session,  to  pass  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  SLANEY  :  Is  the  Bill  prospestire 
in  its  operation  f 

Mr.JFREWEN:  Yes. 

Sir  G.  grey  had  no  objection  to  make 
to  the  second  reading.  He  believed  that 
both  the  Primate  of  Ireland  and  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  were  very  denrons 
that  some  measure  should  be  passed  mak- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  law  remrding  be- 
nefices and  pluralities.  The  Bill  might, 
therefore,  be  read  a  second  time;  hut  the 
House  must  not  be  asked  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  until  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  with  others,  with 
the  view  of  proposing  certain  alterations 
in  the  Bill  which  would  make  it  satis- 
factory. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS  said,  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  desirableness 
of  having  a  resident  clergyman  in  erezy 
parish  in  the  kingdom.  It  was  easy  to  say 
that  no  two  livings  ought  to  be  held  toge- 
ther by  the  same  person  the  aggregate 
value  of  which  should  exceed  a  giyen  sum* 
except  they  were  contiguous :  but  he  saw 
in  a  recent  return  a  case  where  six  lirrngs 
were  held  by  one  clergyman,  the  united 
income  of  which  did  not  amount  to  mcne 
than  3001.  per  annum.  If  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  were  not  prepared  to  adopt  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  why  should  he  con- 
sent to  go  into  Committee  ?— and  if  he 
were  favourable  to  the  second  reading* 
why  should  he  require  a  long  interyal  be- 
fore going  into  Committee  ? 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  considered  ihii 
there  were  very  considerable  practical  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  dealing  with  plu- 
ralities, especially  in  cases  where  no  hoote 
was  provided  for  the  clergyman,  and  where 
the  income  was  small.  AU  that  the  House 
would  do  now  by  voting  for  the  second 
reading  was  to  affirm  that  further  restric- 
tions in  the  law  permitting  pluralities  were 
requisite.  His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
had  intended  to  bring  forward  a  similsr 
Bill  to  the  present,  and  he  should  there- 
fore like  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  be 
postponed,  until  time  had  been  given  to 
the  Government  to  consider  the  subject  and 
confer  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterhoij 
thereupon. 
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Mr.  HORSMAN  wished  to  see  the 
principle  of  doing  away  with  sinecures  and 
plnralities  carried  out  to  the  utmost  extent 
in  the  Church.  His  ohjection  to  the  Bill 
was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  He  held 
it  to  he  most  important  to  give  every  pa- 
rish a  resident  teacher,  hy  which  means  a 
great  stimulus  was  given  to  private  hene- 
Tolence.  Where  parishes  were  small,  he 
would  imite  them  into  one  for  quoad  sacra 
purposes,  but  not  keeping  them  under  one 
incumbent. 

Sir  H.  WILLOUGHBY  thought  that 
the  better  course  would  be  to  withdraw  the 
Bill  than  to  allow  it  to  pass  a  second  read- 
ing, when  there  was  every  probability  that 
alterations  might  be  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee which  would  entirely  alter  the  char- 
acter of  the  Bill. 

Captain  JONES  did  not  think  the  Bill 
at  all  suited  for  Ireland,  and  considered 
that  even  if  the  present  Primate  of  Ireland 
was  favourable  to  it,  his  successor  might 
not  be  so. 

Mr.  FREWEN,  in  reply,  said  a  com- 
munication was  made  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh  last  Session,  and  he  was  aware 
that  it  depended  upon  his  Grace  whether 
pluralities  should  exist  in  Ireland.  He  was 
nappy  to  say  that  for  the  last  twenty-two 
▼ears  not  a  single  faculty  had  been  granted 
D J  the  Primate  for  the  holding  of  plurali- 
ties in  that  country. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LARCENY   SUMMARY  JURISDICTION 

BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Sib  J.  PAKINGTON  moved  the  Se- 
cond  Reading  of  this  Bill.  He  stated  that 
he  considered  it  one  which  would  meet  with 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  House,  its 
objeet  being  to  introduce  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  administration  of  the 
law  with  respect  to  small  offences.  The 
Bin  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  Juvenile  Offenders 
Act,  and  to  give  magistrates  the  power  of 
summary  jurisdiction,  irrespective  of  age, 
in  cases  of  larceny  below  a  very  limited 
amount.  With  respect  to  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  Ses- 
sion he  had  intimated  his  intention  of 
hringing  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  then  stated  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  they  being  of  opinion  that  some 
alteration  in  the  general  law  of  larceny  was 
imperatiyely  called  for.    He  had  no  wish 


to  interfere  with  trial  by  jury  in  cases  of 
larceny  to  a  greater  extent  than  was  ab- 
solutely called  for  by  the  general  sense  of 
the  country.  To  many  of  the  cases  of 
larceny,  trial  by  jury  was  almost  inap- 
plicable. One  class  of  offences  which  was 
more  particularly  adverted  to  in  this  part  of 
the  Bill,  was  that  of  the  offence  of  coal 
stealing.  In  some  counties  the  offence  of 
coalstealing  was  very  common  ;  but  of- 
fenders were  brought  to  trial  at  great  cost, 
and  on  account  of  the  insignificant  nature 
of  these  charges,  justice  was  frequently 
dispensed  with  altogether.  In  and  near 
Dudley,  where  there  were  many  coalworks, 
offences  of  this  kind  were  either  passed 
over  and  forgiven,  or  the  persons  charged 
were  tried  at  the  Worcester  quarter-ses- 
sions, twenty-six  miles  distant.  A  coal- 
owner  told  him  that  he  was  plundered  of 
many  tons  of  coal  per  week,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  prosecuting  the  offenders.  He 
proposed  by  the  Bill  to  fix  the  amount  of 
the  larceny  at  the  very  low  amount  of  Is,, 
which  the  House  would  be  aware  was  the 
old  distinction  between  grand  and  petty 
larcenies.  He  believed  that  in  a  very 
large  proportion  of  all  cases  of  larceny,  the 
value  of  the  property  did  not  exceed  that 
sum;  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that  view  by 
the  elaborate  and  able  reports  of  the 
Criminal  Law  Commissioners  and  of  the 
County  Rate  Commissioners.  There  was 
another  part  of  the  Bill  which  dealt  with 
the  question  of  costs  which  might  be  in- 
curred under  the  operation  of  this  Act, 
and  upon  this  subject  he  was  anxious 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
He  would  strongly  urge  on  the  Govern- 
ment the  fact  that  a  great  pecuniary 
saving  might  be  effected  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  operation  of  the  Act.  The 
expense  of  prosecution  under  the  Juvenile 
Offenders  Act,  was  limited  to  forty  shil- 
lings; but  he  believed  the  average  cost  did 
not  exceed  twenty  shillings;  whereas  every 
trial  at  quarter-sessions  involved  an  ex- 
penditure of  from  51.  to  SI.  There  could 
be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  a  considerable 
saving  would  accrue  to  the  Government  by 
the  operation  of  this  Act.  As  the  counties 
had  been  relieved  from  the  cost  of  prosecu- 
tion at  the  sessions  under  the  Juvenile 
Offenders  Act,  so  ought  they  to  be  relieved 
from  the  expenses  attending  the  summary 
convictions  under  this  Act,  if  the  Bill  were 
allowed  to  become  law.  The  question  of 
costs  as  affecting  the  counties  would  refer 
solely  to  the  expenses  of  the  trial,  because 
with  respect  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
prisoners,  whatever  that  amount  might  be, 
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diction  which  it  conferred  was  hardly  tam- 
mary  enough.  A  yery  general  impresBion 
prevailed  that  it  was  productiye  of  very 


that  the  Bill  would  meet  with  the  general  bad  consequences  to  take  a  juvenile  ofien- 


support  of  tho  House. 


der  to  prison  in  a  van  with  other  accused 


Mk.  TORUlilNS   M'CULLAGII  said,  persons,  and  keep  him  there  three  or  four 

that  ho  had  given  notice  of  an  Amendment  days,  thus  giving  lum  a  statOB  in  the  cri> 

with  rc3i)ect  to  this  Bill,  but  it  was  not  his  minal  population  of  the  coontiy;  andthere- 

intoution  to  move  it  upon  that  stage.     His  fore  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  adminis- 


objeotions  to  the  Bill  were  twofold  in  their 
character ;  ho  objected  to  the  jurisdiction 
proposed  to  bo  given  to  tho  magistrates, 


tcring  a  boy's  punishment  for  a  boy's 
offence  at  the  nearest  police  station.  At 
to  the  argument  used  by  the  hon.  and 


and  to  tho  altornativo  punishment  which  it  learned  Member  for  Dandalk^  with  refer- 
was  proposed  to  iniiict  in  certain  parts  of !  ence  to  the  non-infliction  of  a  similar  pim- 
tho  Bill,  llo  was  far  from  being  of  opinion  ishment  on  youths  of  high  statiotty  it  was 
that  some  alterations  wero  not  required  in  |  well  known  in  what  manner  young  gentlo- 
tho  law  as  it  now  stood;  but  he  objected  men  were  corrected  for  jnvemfe  delin- 
to  tho  proposal  of  giving  increased  power  ;  quencies  at  Eton  and  Westminster.  He 
to  tho  magistrates.  With  regard  to  the  gave  the  Bill  his  cordial  support. 
Juvenile  Otlondors  Act,  he  did  not  think  Mr.  NAPIER  had  found,  from  his  eom- 
that  it  had  been  attended  with  the  good  munications  with  Ireland,  that  a  measure 
results  which  had  been  expected  from  it,  of  this  kind  was  very  much  needed,  in 
Kvause  the  punishment  which  it  autho-  mercv  to  the  poorer  class  of  criminals  who 
ri$o\l  did  not  applv  to  offences  committed  were  now  tried  before  a  juiy.  They  en- 
bv  poisons  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society,  dured  a  punishment  before  diej  were  pot 
Juvenile  orTenders  in  the  superior  ranks  of  on  their  trial  far  greater  than  thttr  offence 
l:fo  had  no  temptation  to  commit  larceny:  desenred.  He  had  received  a  letter  fipom 
and  it  tho  upper  classes  were  not  to  bo  the  assistant  banister  for  tlie  eomty  of 
Ti>:teJ  w:::i  a  punishment  which  anected  Cork,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  oat  of 
th^'Lr  sense  of  d:^::y  and  of  corporal  pain,    seventy -«ight  eases  in  the  Crown  book  for 


i^.-....  r.o  oor.:o:iKUM.  tnat  ::  was  not  fair  the  current  sessions,  many  of  the  priaonen 


'V  .- 


t>.A;  \^^  '-sTioos  should  bo  emiK^wered  to 
air.-.nisicr  £•  ^^hlppinj:  to  p^rrsons  who  stole 
a  ruux'h  kI  :-.:r:i::^s.  ^h^n  ihov  har^peced 
10  V  -rior  slx'ioon  veArs  :;  az>?- 

S:s  J.  rAKlNGTOy  >o^ivc  to  :«n:sd 
ti?  h:z  i::i  '.;  Ar^>\i  utz:l-:z:i::  tha:  under 
"•-T\>-r.-..e  Of  cui;rrs  Act,  a  cls^r^tik-sirr 


«-~« 


.X 


suzizUlT-t  :r  w  <• 


TJ^  i**-; 


had  been  seDt  from  dirtancca  ranging  be- 
twf^n  thirsT  asd  fortv  miles.  The  letter 
wen:  on  ;•:  s&t  that  there  was  a  man  aov 
wjl::::^^  his  iri&I  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a 
r:ee^  <vf  ihi?«r  ra^ixd  at  iliree4ial^peDeev 
azi  w'n-f  c  i-^  wu  i^Mliareed  from  gaol,  he 
w:u.£  re  if^siMsfrvm  bome.  Anotlicr 
w^^-'^i  r«5  rci  om  his  tziai  Ibr  steafiiig 
iw^'^T?  jcc5  J-:  Tz::L  aad  he  woold  be  thirty- 


..«.  i> 


.-                 .          1           .•  -             .              • 

i-Ti   -. ri:    ;:    ;::^r:   :-;7:r:.:v   :.-   c:  "-"   a  i-fc  wi«;rr  ."»feoK»  Vfcp 

:.  '  >..   kz  :■:■.-:       ';'.:  :.t.'>;.:   ic  ?■;.:   s;-n-  jt*;  ¥-.ij:  Tr-,if»«  .X  U>(  i&a£  t» 

v;.t    -:is:-i;;-  ^;  it- £  :Lv;f:  "v^ts  r:-  .i:-  <»'irrs:i>  aax-.-a':*  i2»;«ca  tbex  eo^  not 

;:\";  -^     ..           .-i^:          -.•-■::.•.'  :i^;-7o:'-^  £■;  r-  -v^-fi  .z  wa$  s^tv^k  ^^sa  die  free- 

rii^-sTT-i:,-*.  ,V*  .   \Z';   .:i'.:...v  ,-c  .••".■.-7.1-1:  Tl.f  ATT.T.VEY  tt£N£SAL  ibo^t 

Ti*.:.  s: Ti'ii: .       ^  ;■  .*;'  I'.".  *■:  sor  xt^  -'int-  -,  -•■i.s  xaiitf»,'«sfcr^  71c  loa  »  saT  that  ho 

s.'i:    %  : «      :  >   >.i  r.  :.*.•••     i."  s..  «,■■:.  r    .    ^-  f  t.ti-;  "i»£  fitc'*it"T  nf  -aiis  5qL  Tmcamc^  widi 

is»      Tj.>  TiriM  ?!s;*l  : '     *  >  Vi  .     .    i\  ■,-!i;.  Ti>  :;.:r«i.:  sa^  si  »:»  a  '::«kk?s  ef  Ae  BiD 

i*i*iai:*^      .■.*',  , -I    i.i.  ^  »■.■■*.  ;'.!.'>?>i,»:   10  :.iu    lo:,"*!.     •ivrcuMCS'*   it  *u:Jnp  as   the 

ft*Wauui>-  1 !'.  '•     :».    *^^  .»    >\-.x'r    •-,*.>»  :j.k. .i:un     .-^     TF-hin    imnznT  vas  ths 
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daced  bis  Bill,  he  was  pressed  very  strongly 
to  fix  the  amount  at  5s.  An  alteration  in 
the  lavr,  as  it  now  stood,  was,  he  thought, 
imperatively  called  for.  At  present,  if  two 
boys  went  into  a  potato-field,  and  the  one 
stole  potatoes  from  the  ground,  he  might 
be  taken  and  summarily  punished  before 
the  magistrates;  but,  if  the  other  took 
them  from  a  heap  in  the  comer  of  the 
field,  he  could  not  be  convicted  except  by 
a  jury  at  the  assizes  or  the  sessions.  In 
the  same  way,  if  two  boys  went  into  a 
garden,  and  the  one  took  fruit  from  a  tree, 
while  the  other  picked  it  up  from  the  foot 
of  the  tree,  the  former  was  taken  before 
the  magHtrate,  while  the  latter  was  tried 
by  a  jary.  There  were  many  good  reasons 
why  they  should  give  to  two  magistrates 
the  power  of  summary  jurisdiction  in  the 
ease  of  smaller  offences.  Take  the  case 
of  the  coalowners.  They  were  subjected 
to  great  loss  by  the  theft  of  small  articles 
of  ooal,  and  they  submitted  from  time  to 
time  to  the  injury  rather  than  prosecute; 
till,  at  last,  they  found  themselves  com- 
pelled to  proceed  against  some  person  for 
the  theft  of  an  article  not  amounting,  per* 
hapB,  to  more  than  a  penny  in  value.  If, 
however,  the  magistrates  had  the  power  of 
summary  jurisdiction  in  such  cases,  the 
eril  woidd  soon  be  put  an  end  to.  It  was 
for  reasons  like  these  that  he  introduced 
last  year  a  measure  at  the  earnest  request 
of  many  of  the  Irish  Members.  With  re- 
spect to  juvenile  offenders,  and  indeed  all 
oinenders,  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary 
that  they  should  be  brought  before  the  ma- 

S'ittrates  and  punished,  as  laid  down  in  the 
ill.  There  was  a  discretionary  power  left 
in  the  magistrate's  hands;  and  it  would 
also  be  in  the  power  of  persons  brought  be- 
fore the  magistrates,  if  there  was  any  rea- 
son to  believe  that  their  cases  were  not 
fairly  dealt  with,  to  go  before  the  higher 
court.  It  should  be  remembered  tbat  when 
poor  persons  were  sent  to  the  assizes  or 
sesftions,  they  often  had  not  the  means  of 
taking  witnesses  to  so  great  a  distance; 
but  if  such  cases  were  disposed  of  by  the 
magistrates,  then  the  accused  would  be 
able  to  bring  forward  witnesses,  and  thus 
hate  a  better  opportunity  of  getting  his  in- 
nocence or  guilt  clearly  established.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  though  he  was 
quite  aware  that  the  measure  would  be 
open  to  objection  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  afraid  of  any  invasion  of  trial  by  jury, 
that  tills  Bill  ought  to  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  House. 

Mb.  PAGKE  considered  that  the  House 


was  under  great  obligations  to  his  hon. 
Friend  for  introducing  this  measure.  He 
was  entirely  in  favour  of  that  part  of  the 
Bill  which  extended  summary  punishment 
from  boys  of  14  to  boys  of  16  years  of  age; 
but  he  had  some  difficulty  as  to  the  other 
part  of  the  Bill,  and  would  like  to  see  it 
sent  before  a  Select  Committee.  If  they 
once  opened  the  door  to  admit  cases  to  be 
dealt  with  summarily  by  the  magistrates  in 
the  way  then  proposed,  he  was  afraid  they 
would  find  themselves  involved  in  serious 
difficulties.  He  cordially  supported  the 
measure  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  sum- 
mary punishment  of  young  persons;  but  it 
was  a  matter  of  grave  question  whether 
they  should  take  this  step  towards  doing 
away  with  trial  by  jury  in  the  case  of 
adults. 

Mr.  ROBERT  PALMER  thought  that 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  had  made  out  that 
this  measure  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
Ireland,  it  would  not  be  difficult  also  to 
show  that  it  would  bo  of  great  advantage 
in  England.  He  had  had  some  experience 
of  theseraatters,  as  chairman  of  the  quarter- 
sessions  in  his  district,  and  he  must  say 
that  scarcely  a  session  passed  during 
which  the  grand  jury  did  not,  by  memorial 
complain  that  a  number  of  trumpery  cases 
were  brought  before  them  which  any  ma- 
gistrate might  easily  have  disposed  of  with 
perfect  justice  to  the  parties  and  to  the 
community.  The  magistrates,  however, 
had  no  discretion  in  such  cases,  for  they 
were  bound  by  law  to  send  persons  charged 
with  those  offences  to  take  their  trial  either 
at  the  assizes  or  the  sessions.  He  had 
seen  cases  where  the  articles  stolen  were 
so  trifling  in  point  of  point  of  value,  that 
a  laugh  was  caused  in  the  court.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dundalk, 
who,  he  thought,  ought  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure now,  if  he  meant  to  take  it  at  all,  ob- 
jected to  giving  any  further  jurisdiction  to 
the  magistrates  in  summary  cases;  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  magistrates  had,  in  one 
respect,  more  powers  at  present  than  this 
Bill  would  give  them.  If,  for  example,  a 
man  were  to  break  into  a  gentleman's 
garden  and  take  the  fruit  from  his  trees,  or 
break  into  his  hothouse  and  take  the  grapes 
from  his  vines,  he  could  not  be  tried  by 
jury,  but  would  be  punished  by  the  magis- 
trates. He  saw  no  objection  to  that  part 
of  the  Bill  which  extended  the  summary 
jurisdiction  to  persons  of  16  years  of  age, 
as  he  beUeved  that  many  offenders  escaped 


1135     Tenants  at  Back'Bent         {COMMONS} 


BduffBitt. 


1136 


from  the  unwilliDgness  of  persons  to  bring 
their  cases  before  the  higher  tribunals. 

Mr.  HENLEY  observed,  that  there 
were  two  distinct  principles  involved  in  the 
Bill,  and  it  might  be  possible  to  agree 
with  the  first,  and  to  entertain  consider- 
able doubts  about  the  second.  He  had, 
himself,  great  doubts  about  the  second 
branch  of  the  measure,  particularly  after 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, because  it  was  quite  clear,  though  the 
old  distinction  between  grand  and  petty 
larceny  had  been  admirably  introduced  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Droitwich,  that  this 
Bill  would  be  the  commencement  of  a 
Bystem  for  doing  away  with  trial  by  jury. 
That,  however,  was  a  matter  which  might 
be  discussed  hereafter  ;  and  he  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dundalk  had  taken  a  prudent 
course  in  not  dividing  the  House  now. 
With  regard  to  juvenile  offenders,  as  the 
great  object  of  the  former  Bill  was  to 
prevent  their  contamination  in  gaols,  he 
thought  that  sixteen  years  of  age  was  the 
proper  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
boy  and  the  young  man. 

Mb.  W.  miles  regretted  to  have  heard 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oxfordshire,  as,  having  sat  for  sixteen 
years  as  chairman  of  the  court  of  quarter- 
sessions,  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  some  such  measure  as  the 
present  Bill.  With  regard  to  the  ago  of 
juvenile  offenders,  three  years*  experience 
had  satisfied  him  that  the  discretionary 
power  of  magistrates  might  be  advan- 
tageously exercised  over  boys  under  six- 
teen years  of  age.  As  to  that  portion  of 
the  Bill  which  related  to  cases  in  which 
the  value  of  the  article  stolen  did  not 
exceed  one  shilling,  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  out  of  sixty  or  seventy  cases 
at  the  quarter-sessions,  there  were  nine- 
toon  or  twenty  of  this  kind,  in  which 
foIonioB  bad  boen  committed  by  persons  to 
aaro  thomsolvcs  for  starvation. 
Bill  road  a  second  time. 

TKNANT8  AT  RACK-RENT  RELIEF  BILL. 

Ordor  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mh.  HOTHERON  felt  it  unnecessary 
to  trriublo  the  House  at  any  length  in 
infivinj^  tho  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  as 
1$  paHOil  through  that  House  last  year 
wliniiut  opposition.  Its  object  was  to  sup- 
all  otiiiMion  in  tho  Act  of  1845,  rela- 
n      t«»  paiipor  liinatio  asylums.     By  the 

I  1H2H,  on  that  subject,  it  was  cn- 
iko  rato  should  bo  charged  be- 


tween owner  and  oeenpier,  but  this  pro- 
vision was  omitted  in  the  last  Aet;  by 
the  present  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  restore 
that  mode  of  rating. 

Sib  H.  WILLOUGHBY  did  not  under- 
stand  the  principle  upon  which  they  were 
legislating  on  this  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth  when 
he  proposed  the  repeal  of  the  com  laws, 
also,  for  the  partial  relief  of  the  agrieul- 
tural  interest,  removed  a  portion  of  the 
charge  for  criminal  prosecutions,  which  for- 
merly fell  on  the  county  rate,  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  He  (Sir  H.  WiUoi^by) 
thought  the  charge  for  lunatic  asylums 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing.  He 
could  not  conceive  why  this  charge  should 
fall  only  on  real  property,  while  all  rhnnm 
of  the  community  were  subject  to  the 
grievous  calamity  of  lunacy.  Not  ksi 
than  12,708  persons  were  confined  in  the 
pauper  lunatic  asylums  last  year.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  deal  at 
once  with  the  county  rates  than  by  a  amaU 
measure  like  the  present. 

Mr.  SOTHERON  perfecUy  conenmd 
with  the  hon.  Baronet  who  had  last  spoken, 
that  the  same  principle  which  reoc^pised 
the  division  of  the  rate  between  the  own- 
ers and  occupiers  for  the  maintenance  of 
lunatic  asylums,  equally  applied  to  a  divi- 
sion of  the  rate  raised  for  erecting  prisoni 
and  all  other  county  buildings  ;  and  if 
his  hon.  Friend  would  bring  forward  a 
proposition  for  making  the  OonsoEdated 
Fund  bear  the  expenses  of  all  these  coan^ 
matters,  he  (Mr.  Sotheron)  would  TOte  win 
him  ;  but  at  present  he  wished  to  deil 
with  what  he  understood  to  be  an  erfl 
much  complained  of.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  Bill  passed  in  1845  for  providing  for 
the  expense  of  erecting  these  buildingii 
omitted  a  clause  which  was  inserted  in  the 
Act  of  1848 ;  and  all  that  he  now  intend- 
ed to  do  was  to  re-enact  that  danae. 

Sir  H.  HALFORD  agreed  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, but  he  did  not  see  why  it  UM>ald  not 
be  extended  to  the  case  of  county  rates 

Mr.  SPOONER  said,  his  objection  to 
the  measure  was  that  this  charge  ought 
not  to  be  thrown  upon  the  landed  prop^tj 
at  all.  Lunatic  asylums  were  buildinfls  in 
which  the  whole  community  had  an  inte- 
rest. The  charge  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
borne  by  the  whole  community,  and  paid 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

Sir  G.  grey  supported  the  prindple 
of  the  Bill,  but  he  did  not  consider  that 
principle  to  involve  the  paying  of  the  ex- 
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penses  of  lunatic  asylums  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund. 

Mb.  HUME  said,  that  upon  the  samo 
principle  as  that  which  had  been  urged  by 
Mr.    Spooner,   the  whole  charges  which 
now  deyolved  upon  owners  and  occupiers, 
sach  as  poor-rates,  county  rates,  and  other 
rates,  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.     Too  much  had  been  already 
done  in  that  way.     He  objected  upon  prin- 
ciple to  any  charge  being  thrown  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  that  was  not  expended 
under  the  direction  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
yemment.      Where   the   appropriation   of 
the  money  was  under  the  sole  authority  of 
the  magistrates,  it  would  be  a  perversion 
of  principle  to  impose  a  charge  upon  the 
national  taxes.      He  therefore  protested 
•gainst  the  doctrine  of  his   hon.  Friend. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  present  mea- 
sure ;  it  was  a  very  small  concern,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to 
bring  all  these*charges  under  one  category. 
Mb.  HENLEY  said,  if  Mr.  Hume  was 
prenpared  to  act  upon  the  principle  he  had 
laid  down,  he  Would  consent  to  place  this 
charge  xa^ou  the  Consolidated  Fund,  be- 
cause not  a  single  shilling  could  be  laid 
oat  npon  the  erection  of  a  lunatic  asylum 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department. 

Mb.  HUME  said,  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  details. 

Sir  6.  GREY  observed,  that  to  a  cer- 
tain degree.  Parliament  had  imposed  a 
datj  on  the  Secretary  of  State  in  refer- 
ence to  the  erection  of  pauper  lunatic 
asylums.  The  ratepayers  in  counties  and 
boipoughs  were  under  the  obligation  of 
boilding  those  asylums,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  bound  to  see  that  the  obliga- 
tion was  fulfilled;  but  he  had  no  control 
over  the  expense. 

BUI  read  a  second  time. 
The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then 
disposed  of ;  and 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
IiT6  o'dock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
ThmrtAay,  February  21,  1850. 

MnrotM.]   Jbyortoi.— Act!  of  Parliament  AbbreriaUon. 

FURTHER  EXTENSION  OF  MEDALS  TO 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

The  DuKB  of  RICHMOND  said,  that 

in  rising  to  ask  his  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 

tarj  for  the  Colonies  the  question  of  which 

lie  iiad  giyen  notice^  relative  to  the  reward 


of  medals  for  actions  by  sea  and  land  from 
1794  to  1814,  in  pursuance  of  the  general 
orders  of  the  Admiralty  and  Horse  Guards, 
he  must  say  that  he  was  much  gratified  at 
finding  that  an  award  had  recently  been 
made  in  favour  of  certain  claims  which  he 
had  advanced  last  Session  on  behalf  of 
those  brave  men  who  had  maintained  the 
glory  of   the    British    arms    in    Egypt. 
Though  it  must  be  grateful  to  the  feelings 
of  the  two  services  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  done  justice  to  the  services 
of  those  gallant  men,  yet,  with  the  strong 
feelings  he  entertained  on  the  subject,  he 
should  never  remain  quiescent  until  the 
same  justice  was   performed  to  all  who 
were  engaged  in  the  various  actions  from 
1794  to  1814.     It  would  be  invidious  to 
call  attention  in  that  House  to  individual 
cases,  or  to  institute  comparisons  between 
those  cases  in  which  medals  had  been  given, 
and  those  in  which  they  had  been  with- 
held, and  to  draw  a  comparison  between 
the  services  for  which  they  were  rightly 
granted,  and  those  to  which  they  were  re- 
fused.    He  might  perhaps  be  met  with  the 
objection  that  this  was  not  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  discussed  in  that  House.     To 
such  an  objection  he  would  merely  reply, 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  grievances  of  any 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  might 
very  properly  be   discussed  before  their 
Lordships;  and  more  particularly  so,  when 
he  found  a  long  list  of  gallant  achieve- 
ments performed  by  our  naval  and  military 
forces  which  had  received  the  Thanks  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  yet  had  not 
been  followed  by  any  other  result  than  the 
expression  of  that  Vote  of  Thanks  upon 
the  Journals.     When  he  found  that  the 
military    achievements     of    the    various 
regiments    in    our    service  were    embla- 
zoned on   their  colours,  whilst  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  by  their  energy  and 
courage    had    gained    those  honours  for 
their  regiments  did  not  wear  any  decora- 
tions on  their  breast  to  show  that  they 
had  been  instrumental  in  procuring  those 
honours,  he  felt  himself  entitled  to  call 
upon  the  Government  to  advise  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  make  a  further  award  of  medals 
to  those  who  had  been  ready  to  shed  their 
blood  in  the  defence  of  Her  crown  and 
dignity.     The  noble  Duke  then  referred  to 
the  different  rules  which  prevailed  in  the 
Navy  and  Army  respecting  the  granting  of 
medals  for  distinguished  services,  but  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice  that  it  was  impossible 
to  catch  more  than  the  general  import  of 
his  remarks.    Now«  there  was  never  a 
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'•■tcT  '^•r  :hG  BaiQ.  He  was  not, 
.  •:ii-sincr  't::it  Ti'.unt  :it  present. 
..V  •ivinj'  ttiat  inetiald  should  be 
.  -••  ::i:'n  •AMio  i:ad  fouirht  in  ical- 
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■iui-ir.o"  t:i*-'  .:i3t  '.var.  as  proots 

.'•  ...L'l  u.'L'n  T»n?s'.'nt  in  those  actions. 

•.■:  .  'live  -lioii  read  a  I'jng  list  of 

•     ■'  :c:;   ^-'-at    -.'irviees  had  been 

:  ■•!     .:.  I     ..•  lino w led MP'.'d    ':»y   Parlia- 

.-      ..  M-'.ie'i  :.i   riiudals   had  been 

"l-jLiiKa  ■=:"  i'ari lament  were 

r.crs    .ml  =Midiers  ensraged 

•=  rai:  .-lis   .::    "le    'Vost    Indies  in 

'••'ii  :.■■  .:.'  'lui.    !'!:c'y  were  also  s^ven 

•■..•■■'"i.ii-.ni   '  »   •   .'riica  in  the  same 

..;:    .      ::».'dai.      I'liey  were  •jjiven, 

.•■  •.■-^c«."!ii  -n  iiuiiaud,  and  for  the 

•I'.:  "A     I  "le    !".i:l-:i  d'jet  in  1793 — 

.  'la..      ^",  'JO.   ror  the   Mvsore 

mf 

.;:.  •:  •  .  :«Miiii;    iirain.  for  the  victorr 

-,i    :  .  -iii — ..lit  :'.o  medal.    Thanks 

- .      '.Ml  :.»  i.niciTs  and  men  for  the 

■lijiiru  's'ldfu  •  n   the  i6th  of 

■•'."  —  ..lit    -nil    -lo  medal.      The 

•I»«"'iiia2«.'n,   ;ii    •■^'.•6;  the  ric- 

•  •!•      ■."     :'!'cnL-ii    doet    in    Basque 

* :  •:  -.iio  'iL-f'-nce  «.»£  Portugal, 

.••     ;i(.-ruikin>  iu  the  islands  of 

....  =  -.^     ..iu     .tva;    :iie  battles  of   St. 

."(•ui..   .::«i  ::iu  I'aisaixe  *»f  the  BidasBoa, 

!•■  ■  ■'iniiifmurated  by  the  thanks 

.  :.iiutiji — .lUt  i»y   no  medal.      He 

-  .  .     •  A:iu\v  I -11  niiat  -.rnjunds  Iler  Ma- 
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..:.   .  •..■■!i>-- .ive,  and   in  boat  actions — 
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.->     ..--ti:<-*i  "11  the  memorable  naval  and 
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.  ;     .1    • '  put   ■•:r  by  a  plea  of  ex- 

■  I   .:••    vii!*  •ieinanding  the  pay- 

:.n- .ici  <'i  i'lsiice.     Inconda* 

.-.v'l  vviieiher  it  was  the  intention 

.11  !.i    '.>.>  :ake   these  cases  into 

.-.  ■•■1. 

..     a  1'  V  replied,  that  it  was  not  the 

...  ■  :     .1    .     ler  Majesty's  Government  to 
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iiti  .'.  :   •• ■  -    V  :  :"    .'    ■'.Mtiate  :Vi»ni  the  Crown,  and  not 

I  N-%rT    Tvni   ."^i'v    .'    •«.•   iu::i..:ja    .V"Ui  jiciior  House  of  Parliament,  he  must 
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uk  his  noble  Friend  to  forgive  him  if  he 
did  not  follow  him  into  his  yanous  argu- 
ments. Without  at  all  differing  from  his 
noble  Friend  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
great  achievements,  military  and  naval,  to 
which  he  had  referred,  he  must  say  that 
there  was  extreme  difficulty,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  half  a  century,  in  reviving  any 
auestion  as  to  the  discretion  exercised  by 
\ke  Government  of  the  day  in  the  past  dis- 
tribution of  military  honours.  His  noble 
Friend  had  complained  that  a  certain  offi- 
cer, who  acted  with  much  gallantry,  had 
not  got  a  gold  medal  fifty  years  ago.  That 
was  the  act  of  a  former  Government,  and 
it  woold  not  be  wise  to  revive  that  question 
now.  With  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
medab  to  the  Army,  his  noble  Friend  the 
Commander-in-Chief  had  recommended  a 
role  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  best  that 
eonld  be  adopted.  His  Grace  had  recom- 
mended that  those  battles  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  distribution  of  medals  to  all 
concerned  in  them  wherein  the  general  of- 
ficers had  received  a  medal  at  the  time 
from  ihe  King's  Government.  He  (Earl 
Grey)  did  not  mean  to  say  that  that  rule 
had  not  led  to  some  anomalies ;  but  he 
thought  that,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
no  better  rule  could  have  been  adopted. 
Since  the  time  when  that  rule  was  origin- 
Ally  issued  as  a  general  order,  it  had  been 
discovered  that  some  cases  of  hardship  had 
occurred  under  it;  but  in  order  to  remedy 
those  cases,  medals  had  been  issued  to 
those  officers  and  men  who  had  served 
with  the  army  in  Egypt,  and  to  whom 
medals  had  been  previously  issued  by  the 
Grand  Sultan.  By  a  recent  order  the 
Mdnrices  of  the  men  in  Egypt  had  been 
adequately  commemorated.  No  further 
extension  of  the  order  appeared  to  be  ex- 
pedient; and  he  believed  that  both  the 
noble  Duke  and  his  right  hon.  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  agreed  with 
him  in  that  opinion. 

The  Duke  of  WELLINGTON  said, 
that  as  the  noble  Secretary  for  the  Oolo- 
Aies  had  referred  to  him  for  his  opinion,  he 
nmst  observe  that  he  had  formed  and 
stated  his  opinion  when  former  applica- 
tions were  made  on  this  subject,  not  only 
to  that,  but  also  to  the  other  House  of 
Pariiament.  It  had  been  stated  that  the 
armj  in  the  Peninsula  had  not  been  treat- 
ed in  the  same  manner  as  the  army  in 
Flanders,  and  as  other  armies  which  had 
aetred  in  China,  and  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  elsewhere.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
tto  plan  which  would  be  most  in  confor- 


mity with  the  wishes  of  those  who  made 
the  former  applications,  and  of  those  on 
whose  behalf  the  noble  Duke  had  ad- 
dressed the  House,  and  which  would  be 
most  calculated  to  gratify  all  parties,  was 
to  grant  a  medal  to  all  those  engaged  in 
those  great  actions  and  achievements 
which,  by  order  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
day,  had  been  commemorated  by  the  grant 
of  medals  to  the  principal  officers  engaged 
in  those  battles.  On  that  ground  he  had 
recommended  the  principle  which  was  sub- 
sequently adopted,  and  which,  he  believed, 
had  given  general  satisfaction.  Whether 
that  principle  should  be  extended  further, 
was  for  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  All  he  could  say  was,  that 
whenever  he  should  receive  Her  Majesty Ni 
orders  for  such  an  extension,  he  would  set 
to  work  to  carry  it  into  execution  with  the 
utmost  diligence. 

Lord  COLCHESTER  regretted  that 
the  order  had  not  been  carried  further  than 
it  went  at  present.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
when  lieutenants  had  been  promoted,  me- 
dals should  be  given  to  the  men  engaged 
in  the  action.  The  first  medal  given  was 
for  Maida ;  all  actions  previous  to  that  were 
excluded.  The  Thanks  of  Parliament, 
however,  had  been  voted  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  several  times  before  that  action. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY, 
being  an  old  officer,  hoped  that  he  should 
not  be  considered  as  intruding  unnecessa- 
rily on  their  Lordships  when  he  gave  his 
opinion  upon  a  question  so  important  to  the 
military  profession.  He  declined  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  system  on 
which  medals  were  distributed  in  the  Navy, 
He  held  that  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  the  two  services,  and  the  rewards 
to  which  they  were  respectively  entitled. 
His  noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of  Richmond) 
would  recollect  that  when  he  originally 
brought  forward  this  question  for  the  ex- 
tension of  medals  to  the  whole  Army,  offi- 
cers and  men,  he  (the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry) differed  from  him,  on  the  ground 
that  Parliament  was  not  the  place  in  which 
their  services  should  be  rewarded,  but  that 
their  rewards  should  come  from  the  officer 
commanding  in  chief  on  the  field  of  action, 
and  from  him  alone.  The  contrary  rule 
would  enable  any  officer  who  had  strong 
Parliamentary  influence  to  get  himself  re- 
warded, when,  perhaps,  he  did  not  deserve 
it;  and,  if  Parliament  were  called  on  to  de- 
cide who  should  have  medals  and  who  not, 
there  was  no  knowing  where  such  a  system 
would  end.     To  appoint  such  a  Committee 
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v:(Mi  .ir  tor  service  in  the  East  Indies.  Such 
emir  'lie  case,  he  had  scorned  to  remain 
n  'IK'   Vrray,  when  he  knew  that  by  length 

i  '-•■.-iri  alune  he  might  in  all  probability 
--.!i  L  i-L'ifinient.  and  so  take  the  emolu- 
•!•  'Ks  'r  :ho  service  from  those  who  stood 
:iurf  :iecd  of  them  than  himself.  He 
v;uu«.'d  -iiis  medai  to  prove  that  the  red 
->ai  ind  tho  star  of  a  general  officer  did 
.  'L     'xcinijiuish    the    gratitude    which    he 

i-'i:  :>  r««i.*i  towards  those  brave  soldiers 
^ ::  •   lad  ''nauied  him  to  render  service  to 

-  •miry.      He   could  assure  his  noble 
■•••!ui   •[ipubite  I  Earl  Grey)  that  those  felt 

,-in.i!ii  wiiu  had  received  these  medals, 
L.i';  (Kit  those  were  deeply  disappointed 
'•i:i  jad  'lot.     (>n  a  former  occasion  the 

•  I-.'*  Maniue&s  had  declared  that  not  one 
>  .i;:<u-    -areii   lor  a  medal  unless  it  were 

;••  -fiMiitani'oiis  irift  of  the  Sovereign,  and 

.1  'iieti  ;«ruceoded   to    charge  him  with 

•;::ii:iiC    Alter  popularity  in  bringing  for- 

'  i:  'i    I    Motion   to   i^rant  them.      It  was 

"•^■\{  .Lud  [imper  that  this  subject  should 

Lieii  •lisou^sied.     Could  any  man  expect 

il  •    UaJL'rity   to   be  acquainted  with  the 

•M  i  ii*    'I   -erviees  performed  before  She 

:.«.•*    >.er  "jreath  ^     It  was  the  theory  of 

1  ■  •  •ii^iiiuiion  liiat  all  honours  proceeded 

■ti.n  '.:iL*  •'rijwn;  but  the  practice  was  that 

■  My\  Aire     estowcd  by  Ministers  on  their 

-.•i^:i.-.l.uity,      Ilo  :;ave  high  credit  to  the 

•  :•■  >oiit   Mi:ii»ters   tor    having  overthrown 

ji..«l'iaced    :»rt'judiees    on    this   verv 

:.iv*i!'.n.      ile  ]»owed  to  the  authoritr  of 

-  Liiuie  I'Viend  ac  the  table,  from  whom 
•.  .iiwavs  liiii'ered  with  pain,  but  he  hoped 
i.iL  le  :!u^:!it  toll  his  uobie  Friend,  with- 
.1.     liVrici.'.   :hat   he  did  nut  believe  that 

.i>       !ie   Miicii  his  Grace  had  laid  down 

■I    .u'   ii^iriouilon  or  medals  to  the  Armv 

uu  'iii:?iiid  uu'  Ann  v.     Manv  of  the  sol- 

;-•  1-^    i.-nid  :ii.»i  -ee  the  reasons   for  the  dif- 

■MiiKe   iriwn  between  the  various  actions 

•  vivtii  Tiiey  had  tbui;ht:  and  among  the 
1    '...:. L IS   • : u w  > i i se I la rg».'d — for  very  few 

.11  Ml   \iTe  ?ii'.l   11  the  ranks — there  waa 

■•■i^.tieirttMO  di>5.atisiaction.     The  medal  of 

\..iniii-iiitv  wa>  jjrantcd  even  for  :^llanc 

'V ,u   iciii'u^.      it*  TM'ivate  *«jldiers.  and  non- 

•  'I  ni^M'.'ued  oriieei''*,  ijoulil  be  recommend- 
u  ■»  ^.:nlIJls^iun!»  :»v  lus  Tioble  Friend  at 
•1'     *ii  I'.*  Oil  .ice«-imt  •.»!  tiieir  oxiraordinarv 

m 

.  ii-.U!! -v  11  ryiu'^  OL-casions,  sureiy  such 
■II  II  li^iit  '.o  be  •.'iitiiied  to  wear  a  medal 
'4- Mi'iod  ■')  'uoir  breasts.  His  Grace 
!•  il  ''p.-efi-dod  •<>  '-xpress  ttie  surprise 
■vi.:i  \:'iv.-ii  10  -lad  iieard,  in  the  last  two 
>r  ■::'."c  'vceiis.  tiiui  the  i^ood-conduct 
neaai.  'vmcii   ^«as  one  oi  the  be^t  founds- 
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tions  for  the  good  discipline  of  the  Army, 
had  been  recently  granted  under  regulations 
which  were  very  objectionable.  He  did 
feel  that  it  was  very  hard  upon  the  soldier 
that,  because  the  medals  were  sent  to  the 
Mint  to  be  engraved,  and  the  Mint  could 
not  engrave  them  fast  enough,  the  soldier 
was  to  have  his  medal  transmitted  to  his 
regiments,  and  was  there  to  pay  2^.  Gd. 
oat  of  his  pay  for  the  engraving  before  he 
could  receive  it.  If  the  Mint  could  not 
engrave  the  medal  in  time,  that  ought  to 
be  a  charge  on  the  Mint,  and  not  on  the 
soldier.  He  (the  Duke  of  Richmond)  was 
a  strong  advocate  for  economy,  but  this 
was  too  stingy  an  economy  to  iind  any  ad- 
Tocate  in  either  House  of  Parliament. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY 
had  not  blamed  the  noble  Duke  for  quit- 
ting the  Army;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
expressed  his  regret  for  it.  He  agreed  in 
ail  his  noble  Friend  had  said  as  to  the 
charge  for  the  engraving  of  these  good- 
condnct  medals.  They  should  be  no  ex- 
pense to  those  who  received  them,  and  they 
shonld  have  the  word  ''Richmond*'  en- 
graved at  their  bottom. 

Eabl  grey  said,  that  it  was  not  owing 
to  any  motive  of  economy  that  the  present 
charge  was  made  for  these  medals.  To 
put  an  end  to  that  which  had  caused 
great  dissatisfaction  in  several  regiments 
— namely,  that  discharged  soldiers  could 
not  get  their  medals  at  the  time  of  their 
diBcharge — the  present  arrangement  was 
made,  by  which  they  were  forwarded  to 
tiie  captains  of  their  respective  compa- 
nies. 

The  Duke  of  WELLINGTON  said,  that 
the  reason  why  this  charge  was  made  to 
the  soldier  was,  that  the  expense  of  en- 
ffraving  the  medal  could  not  bo  charged  to 
ttie  public  until  there  was  a  grant  to  that 
amount  made  by  Parliament,  and  that  re- 
quired time.  The  Commander-in-Chief 
had  no  power  and  no  funds  to  meet  that 
expense.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  men 
themselves  that  their  names  should  be  cn- 
grayed  on  their  medals,  and  there  were  no 
other  means  of  doing  it  than  through  the 
Mint. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND). 
The  Earl  of  DESART  said,  that  in 
bringing  forward  the  resolutions  which  he 
proposed  for  their  adoption,  he  must  en- 
treat their  Lordships  to  allow  him  to  re- 
mmd  them  of  the  vital  importance  to  Ire- 
land of  the   question   of  outdoor  relief. 


It  was  a  question  upon  which  hung,  not 
the  prosperity  of  any  one  class  or  interest 
of  the  people   of   Ireland,  but  the  very 
existence  of  all  interests,  ay,  and  of  pro- 
perty and  of  life.     In  order  to  lay  clearly 
before  their  Lordships  the  ground  on  which 
he  proposed  the  resolutions  for  their  adop- 
tion, it  would  be  necessary  to  take  a  brief 
retrospect  of  the  causes  of  the  terrible 
state  of  some  parts  of  Ireland,  which  had 
been  truly  described  in  the  petition  from 
Ballinasloe,  which  had  that  evening  been 
presented  by  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stan- 
ley), and  of  the  legislative  blunders  which 
had   accelerated  the  catastrophe.     When 
their  Lordships  met  in  1847,  an  unexam- 
pled calamity    pressed   upon    the  united 
kingdom,  of  which   the  noble   Marquess 
opposite  had  said — in  the  most  able  speech 
which  he  then  delivered — ^that,  since  the 
period  of  authenticated  history,  he  could 
not  remember  any  calamity  falling  upon  a 
civilised  country  so  great  as  that  which 
had  fallen  upon  Ireland.     The  measures 
then  passed  were  of  a  temporary  nature, 
and  he  would  not  dwell  upon  them.     Dis- 
astrous as  they  were  in  some  respects,  he 
would  not  allude  to  the  Public  Works  Act 
and  others  then  passed,  with  a  view  to  the 
immediate  though  temporary  relief  of  the 
people,  but  proceed  at  once  to  that  which 
was  permanent,  the  most  fatal  of  all,  un* 
der  which,  not  one  particular  interest,  but 
all  Ireland  was  now  groaning — he  meant 
the  extension  of  the  Poor  Law.     That  law 
had  been  originally  passed  when   it  was 
supposed  the  country  was  in  a  sound  social 
condition ;  and  had  that  been  so,  it  would 
have   done   no  harm,   and,   had   it  been 
worked  well,   would  have  originated  no 
abuses.     But  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
it  was  passed  without  the  contemplation 
of  outdoor  relief ;   nay,  there  were  most 
stringent    provisions    against    it.      Their 
Lordships   would   rememher  that   it   was 
passed  with  the  universal  concurrence  of 
all  parties  ;  but  it  was  agreed  with  equal 
unanimity,  upon  the   experience  of  Eng- 
land  herself,   that  outdoor  relief   was  a 
most  expensive,  a  most  unmanageable,  and 
a  most  objectionable  system,  and  that  all 
its  evil  would  be   aggravated  a  hundred 
fold  if  it  were  introduced  in  Ireland.    Not- 
withstanding this,  in  the  summer  of  1847, 
when  the  country  was  still  smarting  under 
the  great  calamity  which  had  shaken  every 
interest  and  had  annihilated  many — when 
in  some  districts  the  existence  of  any  poor- 
law  at  all  was  a  doubtful  problem— when 
the  state  of  the  country  called  for  different 
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and  far  more  comprehensive  measares,  and 
a  more  active  and  energetic  legislation, 
the  system  of  oatdoor  relief  was  inflicted 
upon  Ireland.  Did  their  Lordships  con- 
sider for  what  they  hrought  these  dangers 
upon  that  unhappy  country?  Did  they 
calculate  that,  while  they  passed  a  mea- 
sure which  must  increase  in  every  respect 
the  danger  and  difficulty  of  the  struggling 
unions,  they  were  passing  one  which  was 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  crisis  ?  Did 
they  incur  these  great  dangers  without  the 
hope  of  any  satisfactory  result?  How 
could  they  expect  at  that  time,  with  ten- 
ants destitute  of  capital,  and  deprived  even 
of  their  own  sustenance  hy  famine,  and 
enervated  hy  the  idle  and  demoralising 
effect  of  the  public  works — with  landlords 
with  tenants  that  could  pay  no  rate,  and 
with  their  lands  charged  with  an  accumu- 
lated load  of  debt — that  either  could  come 
forward  and  save  the  country?  The  con- 
sequence of  this  fatal  experiment  had  been 
a  total  and  entire  failure,  and  he  would 
prove  it  a  failure  throughout  the  country 
— a  more  gradual  failure  in  the  struggling 
districts,  and  a  miserable  and  immediate 
failure  in  the  distressed  districts.  lie 
trusted  to  be  pardoned  for  troubling  the 
House  with  a  few  facts,  gleaned  from 
papers  which  had  only  been  laid  on  the 
table  two  days.  He  thought  they  would 
give  ample  proofs  that  the  warnings  of 
those  who  were  connected  with  Ireland, 
honestly  conceived  and  strongly  urged, 
ought  to  have  been  more  listened  to.  He 
would  mention,  first,  that  in  the  statistics 
laid  on  the  table — and  which,  he  must  say, 
he  had  expected,  from  what  had  at  differ- 
ent times  been  hinted  by  noble  Lords  op- 
posite, would  have  worn  a  different  aspect 
— there  was  but  one  fact  from  which  the 
most  sanguine  could  derive  any  cause  for 
hope,  and  that  was  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons 
who  had  received  outdoor  relief.  In  the 
year  ending  September,  1849,  there  were 
99,000  fewer  people  than  in  the  year  end- 
ing September,  1848,  receiving  outdoor 
relief ;  but  in  the  same  period  there  wore 
30,700  more  who  had  received  indoor 
relief.  The  latter  fact,  in  his  opinion, 
completely  annihilated  the  former  as  a 
ground  for  hope  in  any  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  he  would 
show  them  why.  In  his  own  union,  when 
they  were  enabled  to  put  700  persons  ad- 
di^onal  on  the  indoor  list,  the  outdoor 
relief  list  was  immediately  reduced  to  the 
extent  of  6,500.    The  reduction  of  99,000 


was  therefore  fully  explained  by  the  {act, 
that  30,000  more  were  compelled  to  become 
indoor  recipients.  While,  therefore*  this 
reduction  afforded  no  real  grounds  for  con- 
gratulation, every  other  portion  of  the  sta- 
tistics suggested  the  most  desponding  feel- 
ings. The  total  expenditure  for  the  support 
of  the  poor  in  the  year  ending  Septemoa, 
1849,  was  2,097,0002.,  while  in  1848  it 
was  only  1,800,0002.  There  were,  be- 
sides, enormous  debts,  owing  to  contrae- 
tors  for  supplies  of  food,  and  to  private 
creditors  for  establishment  expenses,  leav- 
ing out  of  consideration  altogether  the  heavy 
debt  due  to  the  Government.  He  found 
this  debt,  in  1848,  was  only  268,000{., 
while,  in  1849,  it  was  513,0002.  But, 
what  would  their  Lordships  say  when  be 
told  them  that,  in  1848,  the  totid  number 
of  unions  in  debt  was  but  49,  while,  in 
1849,  the  number  was  swelled  to  105? 
That  showed  that  the  amount  of  debt  wis 
not  only  increased,  but  that  all  those 
unions  had  been  sunk  from  the  level  of 
solvency  to  that  of  the  unions  in  debt. 
These  figures  were  bad  enough,  but  tbej 
did  not  give  those  unacquainted  with  Ire- 
land a  sufficient  idea  of  the  depths  of  mi- 
sery to  which,  for  the  most  part,  she  was 
sunk,  and  the  utter  destruction  and  an- 
nihilation of  capital  and  hope  which  reused 
throughout  the  country.  They  did  not 
show  the  poor-rate  collector  going  from 
house  to  house,  and  seizing,  not  prodoee, 
but  capital;  going  from  cottage  to  cottsge, 
and  taking  away  the  poor  man's  oow,  his 
horse,  his  pigs,  or  even  his  seed,  and  of- 
tentimes wringing  from  the  peasant  the 
last  groat  which  he  had  to  snstain  himself 
and  his  family.  Was  this  a  prosperooi 
state  of  things  ?  And  yet  this  was  whit 
was  done  in  the  most  prosperous  ^tricts 
of  Ireland.  He  would  not  now  select  the 
union  of  Kilrush,  the  miseries  of  which 
were  in  everybody's  mouth  ;  but  he  wonld 
take  the  first  in  the  list,  which  happened 
to  be  the  largest  union  in  Ireland,  mIUus. 
In  1848,  when  it  was  in  a  comparativelj 
fiourishing  state,  its  expenses  were 
52,700^,  and  to  pay  this  there  was  col- 
lected only  10,000Z.,  and  the  deficiency  in 
the  fonner  year  was  3,600Z.  The  union 
had  then  been  assisted  by  Treasury  ad* 
vanccs  to  the  amount  of  36,000L  Was 
that  state  of  things  improving  ?  The  ac- 
counts of  this  union  were  but  too  futhfol 
a  rcfiex  of  most  others  in  Ireland.  He 
found  that  in  September,  1849,  the  ba- 
lance in  the  bank  was  51,  Ys.  Id.,  and 
against  this  was — due  to  contractorSy  prin- 
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eipallj  for  bread,  12,0302. ;  salaries  due, 
1»549/. ;  establishment  debts,  4,785/.  : 
making  a  total  of  debt,  18,3642.,  exclu- 
siTelj  of  a  debt  to  the  general  Bank  of 
Unions  of  221,8662. ;  and  to  pay  this 
18,3642.  they  had  a  balance  of  52.  Is.  Id. 
TMs  would  give  some  idea  of  the  hopeless 
condition  of  these  unions.  He  found  that 
in  the  week  ending  the  22nd  July,  the 
ludanee  to  meet  the  expenses  of  twenty- 
two  unions  was  02.  Os.  Od, — [A  laugh] — 
mnd  the  amount  of  expenditure  authorised 
that  week  was  15,0592.  It  was,  for  these 
twenty-two  unions,  in  the  weeks  ending 
Angust  21,  balance,  42.;  authorised  ex- 
penditure, 14,7502.  ;  August  28,  balance, 
42. ;  authorised  expenditure,  14,9332. 
What  could  be  done  ?  What  hope  was 
there  for  the  rest  of  Ireland  with  these 
plagae-spots  existing  in  her  heart  ?  How 
eoiJd  they  expect  capital  to  be  invested, 
or  even  emigration  to  be  less  from  these 
diBtricts  ?  If  a  man  had  been  fortunate  to 
Mve  anything  from  his  small  pittance,  he 
would  fly  from  the  land,  and  would  that 
help  to  maintain  the  miserable  and  half- 
starving,  demoralised  population  that  were 
left  f  This  was  a  gloomy  prospect ;  but 
he  could  prove  that  it  was  a  true  one  in 
eyery  respect.  He  knew  the  difficulties 
were  great,  but  he  regretted  most  deeply 
that  more  decided  steps  had  not  been 
taken.  They  proceeded  on  a  right  prin- 
ciple when  they  said  that  every  district 
ahould  support  its  own  poor  ;  but  he  (the 
Earl  of  Desart)  was  more  consistent  than 
ihejf  because  he  said  that  every  district 
ooght  to  support  its  own  poor,  and  the 
poor  of  no  other  district  besides.  Districts 
ongfat  not  to  be  called  on  to  support  the 
pauperism  of  other  districts  over  which 
they  had  no  control ;  that  would  only  sink 
those  who  were  solvent  to  the  common  lot 
of  bankruptcy.  Gloomy,  however,  as  were 
these  prospects,  the  difficulty  must  be 
fkcedv  and  boldly  faced.  But  how  ?  There 
were  three  classes  of  districts  in  Ireland 
with  which  they  had  to  deal — the  solvent, 
the  struggling,  and  the  insolvent.  The 
first  two  might  be  regarded  as  oases,  in 
which  only  was  there  any  hope  of  contend- 
ing with  Uie  sterility  around.  He  implored 
the  Government  and  the  House  to  do  all 
that  they  could  to  assist  the  struggling 
districts,  and  to  consider  solemnly  whether 
it  was  possible  they  could  contend  success- 
fully against  the  system  of  outdoor  relief, 
bnt  ra&er  whether  it  would  not  drive  capi- 
tal from  them,  render  their  exertions  fu- 
tilCy  and  orerwhelm  them  with  difficulties. 


They  should  do  their  utmost  to  encourage 
improvements  by  arterial  drainage,  and  by 
any  other  means  which  would  give  employ- 
ment to  the  masses  of  pauperism  now  living 
upon  the  poor-rates.  He  had  had  a  letter 
that  day  from  a  house  in  the  City,  saying 
that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  borrow 
money  on  any  Irish  property;  and  the  Go- 
vernment, while  it  took  for  itself  such  se- 
curity of  the  land  which  it  considered  safe, 
should  offer  its  collateral  security  to  the 
capitalist,  or  no  money  could  be  obtained 
to  expend  in  drainage,  or  any  other  em- 
ployment of  the  poor.  He  must  turn  to  a 
darker  side  of  the  picture  yet.  How  were 
they  to  deal  with  the  insolvent  districts  ? 
What  did  these  require  ?  What  must  they 
have?  They  required  the  direction  of 
their  labour,  now  employed  only  in  re- 
ceiving its  dole  out  of  the  English  trea- 
sury, into  some  productive  channel,  and  by 
the  emigration  of  those  who  were  unwilling 
to  assist  by  their  labour  in  the  regenera- 
tion of  their  own  districts.  It  had  been 
proved  by  experience  that  no  private  indi- 
vidual would  risk  his  capital,  and  the  Go- 
vernment must,  therefore,  step  out  boldly 
with  some  offer  of  security.  If  they  would 
not,  they  might  fold  their  arms  at  once, 
and  see  Ireland  sink  into  a  land  of  pau- 
perised desolation.  There  was  one  cir- 
cumstance of  great  aggravation,  respecting 
which  he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing 
his  opinion.  By  their  prices  being  reduced, 
and  the  only  market  for  their  own  staple 
being  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  tho 
last  ounce  had  been  put  which  broke  the 
camel's  back.  The  recent  commercial  le- 
gislation had  reduced  the  prosperous  to 
despair,  and  annihilated  the  struggling. 
They  were  told  that,  by  these  measures, 
nothing  was  contemplated  but  plenty  and 
cheapness ;  the  result  had  been,  that  they 
had  the  labourers  as  paupers  to  support  on 
their  sixpennyworth  of  Indian  meal,  in- 
stead of  their  getting  their  own  livelihood 
by  their  labour.  If  such  were  the  results 
of  cheapness  and  plenty,  he  would  willingly 
forego  their  benefits.  He  simply  called 
upon  the  House  by  their  resolution  to  echo 
the  opinion  unanimously  expressed  by  their 
own  Committee  last  year — merely  to  con- 
firm that,  by  their  voice,  which  tho  experi- 
ence of  England  and  Ireland  had  proved, 
namely,  the  mischief  of  outdoor  relief;  and 
by  pledging  themselves  to  that  opinion,  to 
give  hopes  to  the  people  of  Ireland  of  some 
great  and  comprehensive  measure  to  meet 
the  distress  that  pressed  upon  them.  He 
hoped  they  would  not  consider  this  a  quos- 


1151 


Poor  Law 


i LORDS} 


(itvbndf). 


1162 


tion  of  party,  but  look  merely  to  the  facts 
which  he  had  laid  before  them.  The  sys- 
tem had  continued  three  years,  and  having 
been  found  most  disastrous,  he  wished  the 
House  to  pledge  itself  to  the  consideration 
of  such  new  measures  as  the  extraordi- 
nary and  increasing  distress  of  the  country 
seemed  to  require,  and  therefore  begged  to 
move  the  following  resolutions  : — 

«  1.  That  under  the  Provisions  of  the  existing 
Poor  Law,  the  Resources  of  many  Districts  have 
been  found  utterly  inadequate  for  the  Support  of 
the  Population  ;  and  that  while  the  Act  has  thus 
foiled  to  accomplish  its  Purpose,  it  has  produced 
Bankruptcy  and  Ruin  in  some  Districts,  has  driven 
Capital  out  of  the  Country,  and  has  enfeebled  and 
paralysed  the  Efforts  of  both  Farmers  and  Land- 
lords. 

"  2.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  House,  that 
these  Mischiefs  have  resulted  from  the  Extension 
of  the  Poor  Law  of  1838,  and  the  Adoption  of  a 
System  of  Outdoor  Relief,  at  that  Time  not  con- 
templated ;  and  it  is  further  their  Opinion  that  no 
permanent  System  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  can 
be  carried  out  in  Ireland  safely  and  beneficially  to 
Receivers  or  Payers,  without  a  Return  to  the 
Principle  of  the  original  Law,  by  a  strict  Appli- 
eation  of  Indoor  Relief  to  all  Classes  of  Pau- 
pers." 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
the  noble  Earl  had,  in  distinct  terms,  and 
certainly  not  at  greater  length  than  the 
importance  of  the  subject  deserved,  pro- 
posed two  resolutions,  which,  however,  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  oppose.  He  would 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  that  opposi- 
tion would  rest.  The  object  of  the  resolu- 
tions appeared  to  be  simply  to  condemn 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  outdoor  re- 
lief. He  would,  in  the  first  instance,  re- 
call to  the  recollection  of  the  House  that, 
on  every  occasion  when  the  poor-law  had 
been  the  subject  of  discussion,  both  pre- 
viously to  its  introduction  and  on  the  vari- 
ous Bills  for  amending  and  extending  it, 
the  admission  of  the  principle  of  outdoor 
relief  had  been  always  justified  upon  no 
other  ground  than  that  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity. He  at  least  had  never  justified  it 
upon  any  other  ground.  The  noble  Earl 
had  stated  there  were  other  more  vigorous 
and  comprehensive  measures  which  had 
been  suggested  in  its  place;  but  as  he 
had  not  specified  what  those  vigorous  and 
comprehensive  measures  were,  he  (the 
Marquess  of  Lansdownc)  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  by  whom  they  were  suggested,  or  in 
what  quarter  they  were  to  have  been  looked 
for  when  Parliament  adopted  what  he  ad- 
mitted was  a  hazardous  expedient  in  a 
country  so  situated  as  Ireland.  The  noble 
Earl  had  done  him  the  honour  to  refer  to  a 
speech  of  his  delivered  some  years  ago,  in 


which  he  described  Tarious  measures  that 
were,  at  that  time,  in  the  contemplatioii  of 
Her  Majesty's  Goyemment  to  be  proposed 
to  Parliament;  but  the  noble  Earl  mmt 
also  do  him  the  fayour  to  recollect  that  in 
opening  those  measures,  he  expressly  stated 
there  were  only  two  of  them,  upon  the  be- 
neficial effects  of  which  he  himself  placed 
any  confident  reliance. .  Those  two  mea- 
sures had  since  been  adopted,  and  he  fSslt 
perfect  confidence  in  their  successful  re- 
sults. One  was  for  making  adyooces  for 
the  improvement  of  land,  and  the  other  the 
measure  for  facilitating  the  sale  of  encum- 
bered estates.  After  the  ezperience  of 
three  years,  he  had  not  then  any  occasion 
to  retract  any  of  the  opinions  be  expressed 
at  that  period;  for,  fortunately,  be  wu 
prepared  to  state  that  the  first  had  already 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  laying  the 
foundation  for  yarious  improyemento  in 
many  districts  of  Ireland;  and  the  other, 
the  Act  for  facilitating  the  sale  of  incum- 
bered estates,  was  only  just  coming  bto 
operation;  but  he  was  persuaded  that  iti 
effect  would  be,  notwithstanding  what  the 
noble  Earl  had  said,  to  attract  capital  to 
Ireland,  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  speculation  which  would  be  highly  be> 
neficial  to  that  country.  The  noble  Eiil 
might  say,  "  Why,  then,  did  jou  incur  the 
hazard  of  admitting  the  principle  of  out- 
door relief?"  The  only  answer  he  (the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  could  giye,  was 
the  necessity  of  profiding  for  the  preserfs- 
tion  of  human  hfe,  and  the  desperate  efa^ 
cumstancesof  thecase.  What  other  plan  hot 
outdoor  relief  could  they  haye  adopted  f 
Ireland  was  then  like  a  ship  in  a  tempeit, 
as  unexpected  as  it  was  yiolent;  and  toere 
was  no  other  resource  but  outdoor  relieL 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  wonld 
have  perished  under  its  e£&ets,  beyond 
those  who  actually  fell  yictims  to  the  lainiiieb 
had  not  outdoor  relief  been  resorted  to; 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  eyen  with 
all  the  abuse  which  had  attended  its  ad- 
ministration, that  he  should  haye  been  con- 
tent to  purchase  exemption  from  that  abuse 
by  the  actual  destruction  of  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  lives.  At  the  same  time  he 
admitted  it  was  the  duty  of  Pailinment 
and  the  Government  to  watch  the  opera- 
tion of  a  principle  so  pregnant  with  danger; 
and,  so  far  as  means  had  been  proyided 
for  that  purpose,  watchful  care  had  been 
exercised.  But  it  was  impracticable  to  do 
so  effectually  without  the  operation  of  the 
workhouse  test;  and  the  application  of  the 
workhouse  test,  to  the  extent  reqiiired 


1153 


Poor  Law 


{Feb.  21} 


[Ireland). 


1154 


among  so  vast  a  populatiou,  was  impos- 
uble.  Without  that  test  in  a  population 
80  extensive,  so  scattered,  and,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  so  habituated  to  deception 
and  fraud,  as  that  of  Ireland,  no  degree  of 
Tigilance  could  prevent  persons  w]io  were 
not  entitled  to  relief  from  obtaining  it.  But 
he  had,  within  the  last  few  days,  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  tlie  local  inspectors, 
Captain  Clarke,  who  stated  that  in  twelve 


the  prospects  of  the  future.  It  might  be 
said  that  this  was  a  sudden  diminution, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
He  felt  the  force  of  that  argument,  and, 
in  order  to  guard  against  it,  he  had  re- 
ferred to  the  returns  for  the  months  pre- 
vious. From  these  returns  he  found  that 
from  the  month  of  October  there  had  been 
a  progressive  diminution  in  the  expendi- 
ture, as  compared  with  the  corresponding 


oat  of  the  fourteen  unions  in  his  district  i  months  in  the  previous  year.     For  exam- 


oatdoor  relief  had  ceased.  In  twelve  unions 
it  had  been  extinguished,  and  in  two  it  had 


pie,  in  October  last,  the  expenditure  had 
decreased  18,000?.,  in  November  it  had  de- 


nerer  been  adopted.  He  had  also  the  sa-  creased  40,000^,  and  in  January,  70,000^ 
tisfaction  of  stating,  that  no  order  for  out-  It  appeared  also,  from  the  documents  in 
door  relief  was  now  in  operation  under  the  :  bis  possession,  that  the  mortality  both  in 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners.  It  had  !  and  out  of  the  workhouses  had  greatly  di- 
often  happened,  he  believed,  that  guardians  minished;  there  was  more  of  comfort  and 
had  not  exercised  a  sufHcicnt  degree  of  health  among  the  people;  and  whilst  these 
Ti^lance  in  the  administration  of  outdoor  I  great  objects  had  been  effected,  the  nura- 
relicf,  and  that  there  had  been  frauds  com-  j  ber  of  persons  requiring  relief  was  infin- 
mitted  in  consequence;  and  it  might  also   itely  less  than  it  had  been  before.     There 


happen,  when  the  system  was  extinguished, 
that  in  particular  districts  some  sort  of  in- 
direct relief  of  this  kind  would  be  given. 
But  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  guardians  to  it 
hereafter,  in  order  to  prevent  that  species 
of  fraud  from  being  practised.  He  had 
now,  however,  the  satisfaction  of  stating 


was  another  view  to  bo  taken  of  this  sub- 
ject, which  was  equally  satisfactory.  The 
part,  of  all  Ireland,  in  which  this  progres- 
sive improvement  was  most  marvellous, 
was  that  very  part  which  had  most  in- 
tensely excited  the  commiseration,  and 
almost  the  despair,  of  thoso  who  had  bei^n 
called  upon  to  deal  with  its  misery — ho 


that  outdoor  relief  as  well  as  indoor  relief  meant  the  province  of  Connaught.  Fright- 
had  been  materially  diminished  in  Ireland,  ful  indeed  had  been  the  desolation  among 
Not  only  had  the  amount  of  outdoor  relief  |  the  inhabitants  of  Calway,  Sligo,  and  other 
decreased,  but  the  number  of  inmates  in  |  places  in  that  district ;  but  a  rapid  amo- 
ihe  workhouses  had  diminished.    Since  the   lioration  was  going  on  in  ever}'  quarter. 

He  held  a  statement  in  his  hand,  oouinris- 


last  returns  were  made,  there  had  been  a 
great,  he  had  almost  said  a  marvellous. 


ing  returns  from  eighteen  unions  in  Oon- 


dimimition  in  the  numbers  receiving  relief.  I  naught,   from   which   ho  found  that    tho 


He  would  state  how  the  country  stood  in 
this  respect  up  to  the  very  last  moment  at 


monthly  expenditure  was  reduced  iu  thoAo 
unions  from  33,000/.  to  17,00t)/,;  the  uum- 


hich  the  account  could  be  received  from    ber  of  persons  receiving  outdoor  relief  had 
Ireland,  namely,  the  2nd  February.     He  j  fallen  from  08,000  to  11.000;   and  ovou 
would  take   the   week   ending   Saturday, 
February  2,  with  the  corresponding  week 
in  the  year  1849.     Tho  numbers  of  per- 


the  numbers  in  the  workhouse  showed  a 
diminution  from  37,000  to  :M.0O0.  Tho 
total    numbers    receiving    relief   in    Oon- 


sons  relieved  in  the  week  ending  February  :  naught  ha<l  been  dimini^died  nlto^jother 
2,  1850,  were  124,621;  in  the  correspond-  from  136,000  to  4(1,000.  Suoli  h^id 
ing  week   in    1849   they    were  546,407.  ',  been   tho    salutary   etfeots    of    tho    over- 


This  account  included  outdoor  as  well  as 
indoor  relief,  and  it  showed  a  diminution 
in  favour  of  this  year  of  more  than  three- 
fourths.  How,  then,  stood  the  question  of 
expenditure?  In  the  same  week  in  1849, 
tho  cost  of  relief  all   over   Ireland  was 


tions  that  had  been  nuule.  With  rx\jjiml 
to  the  administration  of  tlie  poor  la\\,  hi« 
assured  the  House  that  no  meusuiv^  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Connnissionor*  \k\\\\ 
out  great  consideration.  It  was  oousidt^vd 
indispensable    to   its    sueoojisful    oporatiou 


14,0811.;  in  the  same  week  this  year, !  that  in  tho  first  instance  a  surtioienc  uuui- 
1850,  it  was  2,673?.,  making  a  difference  j  ber  of  workhouses  should  bo  pr\»>idiHl;  aud 
for  the  better  of  more  than  four-fifths.  \  he  was  glad  to  say  thev  ha\l  been  aidvsl  iu 
The  noble  Earl  would  admit  that  this  meetinix  that  noeessitv  bv  Uor  MajestN  '?• 
was  not  only  a  very  great  change  as  re-  Government.  But  in  this  lespoet  ^nskl 
garded  the  present,  but  also  as  regarded  opposition  had  to  bo  cnoounttnvd,  Maii^' 
VOL.  CVIII.    [third  series.]  '         2  T 
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cHaritablo  persons  were  disposed  to  dis- 
countenance expenditure  with  this  object ; 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  priests,  who  pre- 
ferred outdoor  relief,  had  opposed  the  erec- 
tion of  workhouses.  One  of  these,  a  very 
intelligent  person,  from  whom  ho  differed 
in  this  respect,  Mr.  0 'Sullivan,  the  priest 
of  a  parish  in  which  he  had  considerable 
property,  was,  he  knew,  amongst  them; 
and,  having  mentioned  that  gentleman's 
name,  he  might  be  permitted  to  say 
that,  having  had  occasion  to  complain 
of  an  erroneous  statement  respecting  him- 
self, made  by  him  before  a  Committee  of 
the  Ilouse  of  Commons,  he  had  shown  the 
greatest  readiness  to  admit  and  to  explain 
the  error,  which  ho  was  persuaded  was 
accidental;  and  ho  was  desirous  of  adding 
that  Mr.  0 'Sullivan  was  a  highly  respect- 
able and  instructed  person,  who  had  been 
intrusted  with  large  funds  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  which  he  had  ably  administered. 
But  since  the  necessity  for  them  had  been 
seen,  Her  Majesty's  Government,  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  and  every  intelligent 
guardian  in  the  country,  were  satisfied  it 
was  to  that  principle  alone  they  were  to 
look  for  the  future  exemption  of  the  od- 
ministration  of  the  law  from  abuse.  He 
trusted,  then,  the  House  would  be  satisfied 
that  a  very  great  step  had  been  taken  to- 
wards the  extinction  of  outdoor  relief.  It 
did  not  exist  at  present  under  the  second 
section  of  the  Act ;  but  there  must  always 
be  some  outdoor  relief  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  which  enabled  relieving  oflScers 
to  relieve  parties  in  cases  of  emergency. 
He  would  not,  however,  deceive  the  House. 
He  expected  that  up  to  the  1st  of  June 
there  would  bo  many  unions  in  which  the 
Commissioners  would  bo  obliged  to  give 
what  was  called  their  sealed  orders  to  this 
effect ;  but  they  would  only  be  given  under 
such  circumstances  as  rendered  it  neces- 
sary. Under  these  circumstances  he  saw 
no  advantage  to  be  gained  by  their  Lord- 
ships' adoption  of  a  positive  resolution,  iu 
a  form  to  which  he  alwavs  entertained  ob- 
jections,  even  when  not  disposed  to  offer 
serious  opposition — a  resolution  binding 
the  future  conduct  of  Parliament,  and  lay- 
ing down  principles  to  which  it  might  be 
impossible  to  adhere,  lie  should  object 
to  such  resolutions  even  when  he  agreed 
in  the  principle  on  which  they  were  found- 
ed; but  he  had  no  desire  that,  by  rejecting 
the  Motion,  countenance  should  be  given 
to  the  opinion  that  Parliament  was  favour- 
able to  the  system  of  outdoor  relief.  There 
wore  certain  parts  of  the  resolution,  too, 


in  which  ho  could  not  concur.  He  could 
not  concur,  for  example,  in  that  part 
which  expressed  censure  upon  the  past 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  for  Parliament 
had  only  yielded  to  the  presBUrti  of  oter- 
whelming  misery.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  before  moving  that  their  Lordahips 
proceed  to  the  Order  of  the  I^aJi  he  had 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  Houfie  that 
no  efforts  would  be  spared  until  the  origi- 
nal principle  of  the  poor-law  could  be  had 
recourse  to,  and  until  the  principle  of  oot- 
door  relief  had  been  cheeked  by  the  stHct 
administration  of  the  law.  In  condilsibn, 
he  hoped  that  every  Member  of  Parliament 
connected  with  this  part  of  the  united  kiiig- 
dom  was  now  iu  a  position  to  see  that  thd 
true  progress  which  a  countir  bbuld  make, 
was  being  made  by  Ireland  herself,  afid 
that  she  was  raising  herself  by  het  own 
exertions  against  the  greatest  calamUj 
that  had  ever  assailed  any  country  npdn 
the  face  of  the  earth.  The  noble  lu^ 
quess  then  moved  the  previous  quektioiL 

Lord  MONTEAGLb!  said,  that  ih  tlie 
discussions  on  the  Poor  Law  Extension  Act 
two  years  ago,  he  had  contended  that  the 
introiduction  of  the  principle  of  oatdoof 
relief  as  a  permanent  principle  would  be 
fraught  with  inconvenience  and  danger, 
and,  therefore,  he  had  urged  that  it  should 
be  adopted  only  as  a  temporary  iaeasare. 
That  view  was  acquiesced  in  by  a  majority 
of  their  Lordships,  but  by  the  influence  <tt 
the  Government  it  was  sbbsequently  and 
unfortunately  overruled.  Tet  ha?iiig  bedd, 
that  year,  one  of  a  Committee,  inddding 
five  Cabinet  Ministers,  which  united  in 
condemning  the  system,  he  had  this  iufffat 
the  further  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  jodg- 
ment  of  the  noble  President  o^  the  Counm 
expressed  in  the  same  sense^  and  on  find- 
ing that  it  was  not  intended  to  neet  the 
present  resolution  by  a  negative.  He  oom- 
plained  that  the  House  was  not  {>Ut  in  pos- 
session of  perfect  evidence  to  enable  them 
to  judge  accurately  upon  this  auestion; 
and  he  must  also  grievously  complain  that 
information  and  even  public  documents  hsd 
been  withheld,  or  at  least  had  not  been  fur- 
nished, which  were  essential  for  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  case.  He  had  been 
assured,  on  the  part  of  the  Govehunent, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  Session,  that  when 
Parliament  again  met,  the  fullest  informa- 
tion should  bo  laid  on  the  table;  but  he 
regretted  to  say,  that  up  to  the  present 
moment  that  information  had  not  b^n  pro- 
duced. It  would  have  been  as  easy  to 
give  the  figures  up  to  the  Slat  of  Septem* 
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ber,  or  to  the  close  of  the  past  year,  as  to 
gire  them  up  to  the  29th  of  the  Septem- 
ber preceding.  The  latest  information  had 
been  withheld  from  the  llouse  hy  the  Go- 
Tomment;  and  yet  his  nohlo  Friend  was  in 
poBsession  of  these  very  documents,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  prove  from  their  contents 
that  there  had  been  a  great  diminution  in 
the  expenditure  and  in  the  number  of  per- 
sons receiving  outdoor  relief,  and  had 
theocd  argued  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
was  improving.  He  feared  that  his  noble 
Friend  was  in  a  state  of  self-deception. 
He  (Lord  Monteagle)  had  been  himself  in 
Ireland  during  the  autumn  and  winter, 
and  was  hound  to  say  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  observe  any  of  those  indications 
of  returliing  prosperity  to  which  his  noble 
Friend  had  alluded.  He  (Lord  Monteagle) 
would  undertake  to  prove  from  the  facts 
telied  on  that  the  inference  drawn  by  his 
noble  Friend  was  altogether  fallacious.  He 
Ifotdd  refer  to  the  statistical  returns  from 
the  unions  of  Scariff  and  Kilrush;  and, 
eomparing  the  number  of  persons  receiving 
outdoor  relief  in  those  two  unions  at  the 
present  moment,  and  at  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  ho  had  no  doubt  that  a 
Tory  considerable  reduction  would  be  ex- 
hibited. This,  according  to  his  noble 
Friend's  argument,  would  be  an  unques- 
tionable proof  of  improvement.  But  he 
must  ask  him  to  pause,  and  to  examine 
the  cause  of  this  reduction.  He  believed 
that  their  Lordships  would  find  that  the 
reduction  which  had  taken  place  was  owing 
exclusively  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  re- 
sources of  those  unfortunate  unions.  They 
bad  not  one  single  farthing  left  at  their 
oominand  to  support  the  outdoor  poor,  and 
it  appeared  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  make 
any  further  advances  to  them  for  the  pur- 
pose. In  one  week  in  one  of  those  unions 
he  understood  that  11,000  persons  had 
been  struck  off  the  outdoor  relief  list,  and 
not  dne  farthing  had  been  applied  to  their 
support.  Could  this  be  relied  on  as  a 
lettiening  of  pauperism  and  reduction  of 
rates  which  were  an  indication  of  returning 
prosperity  ?  In  the  month  of  February 
last  year,  26,000  persons  were  on  the  out- 
door relief  list  in  Scariff,  and  in  the  same 
month  of  the  present  year  only  15,000; 
in  Kilrush,  at  the  former  period,  there 
were  25,800,  and  at  the  latter  only  19,900 
recciring  outdoor  relief.  He  believed  there 
bad  been  a  total  reduction  from  52,000  to 
35,000.  This,  which  was  the  effect  of 
rmn,  was  referred  to  now  in  proof  of  pros- 


perity. The  reduction,  however,  arose 
alone  from  tho  exhaustion  of  the  means  of 
those  unions.  Ho  was  aware  of  several 
instances  in  which  bond  fide  reductions 
had  been  made  by  striking  off  persons  not 
justly  entitled  to  relief.  This  he  believed 
to  be  solely  attributable  to  the  exertions 
of  the  Irish  country  gdntlemen;  and  it 
suggested  the  inference  that  the  Irish  coun- 
try gentlemen  were  more  prudent  and 
more  successful  in  the  administration  of 
the  poor-law  than  the  paid  vice-guardians 
of  the  Crown.  But  it  was  a  total  fallacy 
to  suppose  that  these  reductions  were  any 
evidence  as  to  any  improvement  in  tho 
present  state  of  Ireland.  If  tho  noblo 
Marquess  thought  there  were  new  pros- 
pects of  improvement  in  that  country,  all 
he  (Lord  Monteagle)  could  say  was,  that 
tho  noble  Marquess  could  see  what  the 
resident  proprietors  could  not.  It  was 
true,  that  in  some  parts  of  Ireland  farms 
on  estates  belonging  to  landlords  like  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  bench  above  him  (the 
Earl  of  Lucan),  were  far  better  cultivated 
than  they  had  been  formerly;  but  let 
their  Lordships  take  the  number  of  acres 
in  tillage,  antf  the  average  amount  of  pro- 
duce throughout  Ireland  at  the  present 
time  and  twelve  months  back,  and  they 
would  find,  he  believed,  a  lamentable  fall- 
ing off.  Of  this  the  following  return  from 
his  own  county  gave  the  most  unquestion- 
able evidence.  He  held  in  his  hand,  ex- 
tracted from  the  official  report  made  to 
the  Government,  the  area  cultivated  un- 
der wheat  and  oats  in  the  years  1847 
and  1848,  exhibiting  a  formidable  dimi- 
nution : — 


Year. 

AVhcat. 

Oats. 

1847 

1848 

Acres. 
52,000 
32,000 

Barrels. 
304,000 
130,000 

Acres. 
07,500 
52,000 

Barrels. 
045,000 
200,000 

Thus  in  twelve  months  there  had  been  a 
reduction  in  the  area  of  land  under  wheat 
and  oats  of  34,700  acres,  and  a  reduction 
in  produce  of  553,000  barrels.  This,  it 
should  be  remembered,  was  in  one  of  tho 
principal  corn  districts  of  Ireland.  He  had 
the  honour  of  travelling  through  the  south 
of  Ireland  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months,  in  company  with  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  he  had  been  unable  to  detect 
any  signs  of  improvement.  He  had  passed 
through  a  wido  pastoral  valley  between 
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Cork  and  Mallow  —  a  valley  several  miles 
in  length,   and   having   a   gentle  rise  on 
either  side,   admirably  suited  for  grazing 
purposes.     IIow  many  head  of  cattle  did 
their  Lordships  think  were  grazing  in  that 
valley  ?     Why,  from  one  commanding  po- 
sition he  had  not  been  able  to  discover 
more  than  ten  head  in  all  ;    and  if  this 
were  the  result  of  casting  the  eye  over  so 
wide  a  district  of  the  country,  it  was  im- 
possible to  avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  produce  of  the  land  was  small, 
and  the  live  stock  miserably  reduced,  com- 
pared with  the  quantities  produced  in  for- 
mer years.      Within  the  last  forty-eight 
hours,  it  had  been  stated,  upon  the  very 
highest    authority,    that    of    Sir   George 
Grey,  in  the  Commons,  that  the  rateable 
property  in  England  had  increased  since 
the  year  1813  to  a  great  amount;    that 
in   that   year  the  value   of  the   rateable 
property  taxed  amounted  to  51,898,4232., 
while  in  1849  the  rated  property  of  Eng- 
land   and   Wales   exceeded   91,000,000i. 
sterling.     It  was  also  stated  on  the  same 
authority  that  the  amount  of  taxation  had 
greatly   lessened  during  that  period,  and 
that    the    increased    property    of    1849, 
being   9 1,000,0002.,    bore    a    diminished 
burden    of    taxation    as    compared    with 
the    51,000,0002.    in     1813;    and    they 
were  told  with  great   triumph — and  cer- 
tainly just  triumph — that  a  burden  which 
in  1813  amounted  to  125.  8c?.,  to  every  in- 
habitant, was  reduced  to  65.  6d.  in  1849. 
Yet,  when  this  was    compared   with  the 
present  state  of  Ireland,  could  it  be  said 
that  we  were  advancing  ?     The  value  of 
Irish     rateable     property,    computed     at 
13,000,000/.,  had  fallen  below  30  to  40 
per  cent.     It  did  not  exceed  9,000,0002. 
and  the  poor-rate  alone  had  augmented  four- 
fold.    In  1844,  the  valuation  of  Ireland 
exceeded  13,000,0002.     It  did  not  now  ex- 
ceed 8,000,0002.     The  poor*s-rate  levied 
in  1844  was  271,0002.  ;  in  1849  it  had 
reached  1,671,0002.      But,  even  this  enor- 
mously   increased    collection    did  not  sup- 
ply what  was  required.  In  addition  to  this, 
97,0002.  had  been  advanced  for  Munstcr, 
202,0002.  for  Connaught,  the  private  debts 
due  to  contractors  had  swelled  to  513,0002., 
and  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the  rate 
collected  by  435,0002.     This  was  not  the 
whole  amount  of  the  local  burden.      Far 
from  it.     To  this  were  to  be  added  the 
county  rates,  and  the  repayment  of  relief 
advances.    Taking  the  whole  together,  the 
condition  of  parts  of  Ireland  would  best  be 
illustrated  by  the  union  of  Newcastle,  which 


exhibits  the  following  results;  to  which 
may  be  added  that  its  aggregate  burdens 
amount  to  15«.  2d,  in  the  pound  : — 

1847.  1849. 

Augmentation  of 

rate       li.0}<2.       ...  lit.  2d.  in  £1. 

Augmentation  of 

paupers       ...        B\         ...     31  percent. 
Reduction       of 

rated  rental...  £109,303    ...  £75,301. 

An  important  paper  has  this  morning  been 
distributed,  which  will  enable  the  House  to 
compare,  or  rather  to  contrast  the  burden 
of  poor's-rate  in  North  Britain  and  in  Ire- 
land.    The  population  of  Scotland  is  taken 
at  2,600,000;  the  valuation  at  9,319,0001.; 
the  rates  assessed  at  405,0002.,  the  arerage 
poundage  of  rate  no  more  than  lOd.,  and 
the  percentage  of  paupers  to  the  population 
5\  only.     But  this  paper  raises  some  col- 
lateral  and  most    important    inferences ; 
whilst  the  Scotch  rates  are  generally  mo- 
derate, the  rates  at  Port  Patrick  have  risen 
to  is.  4<2.,  those  of  Stranraer  to  4«.  7<i» 
and  at  Old  Luce,  Ws,     Though  withoot 
local  knowledge,  he  ventured  to  surmiae 
that  these  rates  were  attributable  to  Iriak 
pauperism,  which,  if  left  to  increase  as  it 
present,  and  indeed  stimulated  by  bad  laws, 
would  spread  eastward,  and  would  extend 
its  desolating  influence  still  further.     If  he 
went  to  the  sources  of  the  suffering— if 
he  ascended  to  it  through  the  details  of 
official    documents,    he    could  not    avoid 
finding  that  it  was  connected  with  out- 
door relief;  neither  he  nor  the  most  stre> 
nuous  opponent  of  outdoor  relief  felt  at  sU 
afraid  of  any  great  abuses  that  were  likely 
to  accrue    in   well-managed   workhouiei. 
The  evidence  of  every  witness  examined, 
the  authority  of  last  year's  poor-law  report, 
of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  con- 
demned the  present  law.     It  was  on  this 
score  that  he  urged  upon  the  House  tbe 
expediency  of    abandoning,    as    soon  as 
possible,  the  whole  plan  of  outdoor  reUef. 
The  resolutions  before  the  House,  as  he 
understood   them,  amounted  simply  to  a 
condemnation  of  outdoor  relief,  and  a  pledge 
to  abandon  it,  not  at  once  or  wholly,  bnt  as 
speedily  as  humanity  and  expediency  wonld 
permit.     The  House  is  called  on  to  affirm 
that  the  system  shoidd  be  temporary  in 
its  duration.     Now,  he  would  remind  the 
Government  that  the  proposition  affinned 
in  the  resolutions  of  his  noble  Friend  was 
identical  with  that    carried  last    year  in 
Committee  on  the  suggestion  of  their  own 
Lord  Steward.     The  mode  of  working  out 
this  proposition  would  be  by  the  repoid  of 
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the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  Act  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and  the  enactment 
of  a  provision  that  during  a  period  of  one 
or  two  years  the  guardians  should  have 
a  qualified  power  of  giving  outdoor  re- 
lief to  the  aged,  the  sick,  and  impotent. 
They  might  exercise  that  power  under 
sealed  orders  from  the  Commissioners,  the 
power  heing  temporary  and  limited  to  the 
particular  case.  That  appeared  to  him 
the  mode  in  which  times  of  emergency 
might  he  encountered.  But,  in  discuss- 
ing this  question,  he  must  once  more  come 
hack  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  electoral  division  of  Castle- 
town, out  of  6,000  acres  there  were 
3,000  out  of  cultivation,  in  consequence 
of  the  poor-rate  and  the  other  charges 
upon  the  land,  which  in  Castletown  exceed- 
ed 20^.  in  the  pound,  whilst  in  Clcfdcn 
ll-19th8  of  the  land  lay  waste.  As  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, he  (Lord  Monteagle)  was  not  in- 
clined to  place  reliance  upon  it.  Their 
own  report  of  last  year  showed  with  what 
discretion,  or  rather  indiscretion,  they  had 
exercised  their  power  of  issuing  orders  for 
rdief.  One  avowed  object  of  the  support- 
ers of  the  poor-law  was  to  prevent  the  in- 
flux of  paupers  into  England;  yet  the  Com- 
missioners had  actually  issued  several  sealed 
orders  granting  special  relief  to  the  wives 
and  families  of  men  who  had  gone  over  to 
England,leaving  their  families  burdensome. 
Not  trusting  to  the  attraction  of  high  wages 
only,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  actually 
tempted  the  poor  man  to  leave  Ireland  for 
this  country  by  the  certainty  that  his  wife 
and  children  would  be  supported  at  the 
public  charge  during  his  temporary  ab- 
sence. Here  was  a  direct  bounty  given  to 
the  desertion  of  children  by  their  fathers, 
and  of  wives  by  their  husbands.  There  was 
another  order  to  the  effect  that  outdoor  relief 
should  be  given  to  the  wives  and  families 
of  those  who  were  in  prison.  It  was  thus 
proclaimed  by  authority  to  the  poor  of 
Ireland  —  not  once  or  twice  merely,  but 
in  many  different  forms,  and  at  different 
times  and  places — that  if  the  head  of  a 
^Bunily  committed  a  crime,  all  the  other 
members  of  that  family  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  outdoor  relief;  whereas,  if  he 
oheyed  the  law,  he  would  be  deprived  of 
that  relief  which  was  reserved  for  the  bene- 
fit of  criminals  —  a  most  extraordinary 
lesson  to  bo  taught  to  the  Irish  people  by 
their  governors,  and  this  a  board  of  which 
the  Chief  and  Under  Secretaries  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  were  members.     Instead 


of  correcting  the  indiscretion  of  others, 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  evidently 
needed  correction  themselves.  By  another 
order,  it  was  declared  that  the  mothers 
of  illegitimate  children  should  be  entitled 
to  relief;  to  the  prostitute  was  granted 
what  the  virtuous  matron  could  not  claim. 
By  another  order,  relief  was  ensured  spe- 
cially to  those  whose  children  were  attack- 
ed with  the  hooping  cough.  Why  this 
preference  for  one  disease  —  why  was 
the  small  pox,  why  were  the  measles, 
excluded  from  official  favour?  For  his 
own  part,  he  confessed  that  he  preferred 
good  statute  law  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Commissioners;  and  he  believed  that  a 
good  system  would  never  be  established 
until  the  Legislature  reverted  to  the 
sounder  principle  of  the  law  adopted  and 
defended  by  the  Government  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne— a  law  which  prohibited  all  out- 
door relief,  but  admitted  to  indoor  relief 
all  classes  of  the  destitute  poor.  The 
House  had  been  compelled  to  retrace  its 
steps  on  many  other  points;  they  would 
have  to  do  so  on  this  likewise,  for  there 
would,  he  believed,  be  no  safety  for  the 
country  unless  they  retraced  their  steps 
with  respect  to  the  grant  of  outdoor  relief. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  question  was  one 
which  affected  only  the  interests  of  pro- 
perty. His  noble  Friend  had  defended 
the  administration  of  outdoor  relief,  by 
stating  that  it  had  led  to  the  preservation 
of  human  life.  He  should  hesitate  to 
afiirm  that  it  had  averted  mortality,  even 
confining  himself  to  the  evidence  taken  be- 
fore last  ycar*s  Committee.  He  held  in  his 
hand  the  testimony,  not  of  an  Irish  land- 
lord, or  of  a  poor-law  guardian,  but  of  a 
person  who  belonged  to  that  very  class 
which  his  noble  Friend  had  stated  to  be  the 
most  inclined  to  favour  outdoor  relief,  and 
the  most  opposed  to  a  restriction  of  relief 
to  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse.  It  was 
the  testimony  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
of  Galway,  which  he  was  about  to  read. 
That  gentleman  said — 

"  Under  the  operation  of  the  present  poor-law, 
in  relation  to  outdoor  relief,  the  people  have  died 
in  thousands;  and  they  have  suffered  calamities 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  gentleman 
here  to  conceive,  unless  he  was  in  the  immediate 
locality,  and  had  witnessed  that  destitution.  I 
have  walked  through  the  streets  and  roads 
through  living  corpses.  I  have  seen  the  people 
lying  along  the  roadside  dying  at  the  moment, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  and  they  have  dropped 
dead  at  the  very  door  of  the  workhouse.  My  pri- 
vate opinion  is,  that  more  would  scarcely  have 
died  had  there  been  no  relief  afforded  ;  and  I  am 
quite  convinced  there  would  have  been  less  bn- 
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man  misoiy,  crcn  though  the  people  had  died 
mon-  quicklr.  As  to  the  cflTect  on  the  morals  of 
the  jM'Opl^',  it  is  the  ino«t  dcstruciire  system  that 
can  Ixj  conociv^rd.  You  will  sec  on  the  day  of 
difltrihutin;r  relief  jtrohably  000  or  1,000  people 
Btanding  round  the  place  of  distribution  from 
morning  till  night ;  women,  old  men,  and  miser- 
able creatures,  cursing,  swearing,  jnishing,  and 
putting:  each  other  out  of  the  way ;  everything 
that  is  disgustint(  is  going  on,  arising  from  the 
habits  of  idleness,  i<ilo  talking,  and  intercourse — 
there  is  every  dissatisfaction  that  can  be  pro- 
duced. The  effect  of  the  system  is,  that  the 
peo])lo  are  altogether  reduced  to  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion." 

Worse  than  this  the  state  of  the  people 
could  not  possibly  he,  even  if  outdoor  re- 
lief had  been  denied  to  them.  He  felt 
satisfied  that  the  only  safe  principle  with 
respect  to  outdoor  relief  was  that  of  ex- 
cluding it  ultimately  altogether.  If  it 
were  not  excluded  from  the  Statute-book, 
it  would,  in  some  form  or  other,  continue 
in  operation,  and  the  whole  of  remedial 
legislation,  whether  in  respect  to  encumber- 
ed estates,  draining,  or  to  other  measures, 
and  so  on,  would  be  rendered  nugatory,  by 
reason  of  the  evils  resulting  from  outdoor 
relief.  The  diminution  of  the  numbers  of 
those  who  were  then  receiving  outdoor  re- 
lief, afFortlcd  facilities  for  putting  an  end  to 
the  system  at  the  present  time;  but  the 
resolutions  did  not  pledge  the  House  to  any 
precipitate  step,  and  therefore,  if  his  noble 
Friend  went  to  a  division,  ho  should  vote 
for  the  Motion. 

The  Kakl  of  WICKLOW  did  not  differ 
with  his  noble  Friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  as  to  the  facts  which  he  had  adduced, 
as  he  knew  that  his  noble  Friend  had  paid 
great  attention  to  the  subject.  He,  how- 
ever, could  not  come  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  his  noble  Friend,  that,  because  he 
had  supported  certain  resolutions  in  the 
Committee  upstairs,  that  therefore  he  was 
bound  to  support  the  resolutions  before  the 
House.  There  was.  however,  a  material 
dilVerenoo  between  the  resolutions  before 
the  Committee  and  those  now  proposed, 
for  the  latter  part  of  the  second  resolution 
of  the  noble  Earl  declared  distinctlv  that 
no  permanent  system  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  can  he  carried  out  in  Ireland  safely 
and  beneficially  to  receivers  or  payers  with- 
out a  return  to  the  principle  of  the  original 
law,  by  ft  strict  application  of  outdoor 
relief  to  all  classes  of  paupers,  which  went 
beyond  the  rcj^olution  proposed  in  the  Com- 
mittee. The  resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee were  prospective,  but  those  now 
before  the  House  condemned  the  existing 
■Jitem  altogether.     Ho  believed  the  evils 


which  had  resulted  from  the  poor-law  had 
arisen  from  the  abuses  of  the  system,  and 
not  from  its  direct  operation.  He  was 
fully  persuaded,  if  the  poor-law  had  never 
been  introduced  at  all,  and  if  Lord  Kel- 
bourne's  Bill  had  neyer  been  enacted,  or 
the  measure  for  its  extension  had  never 
passed,  the  existing  evils  would  be  as  great 
as  they  now  were.  He  believed  the  evik 
so  much  complained  of  had  arisen  from  the 
visitation  of  Providence.  His  noble  Friend 
had  said  that  persons  had  died  from  starva- 
tion under  the  poor-law  system;  bat  ha 
(the  Earl  of  Wieklow)  believed  the  state 
of  things  would  have  been  much  worse 
without  it,  for  all  the  relief  given  had  been 
in  mitigation  of  the  evil.  The  countiy 
must  be  made  to  provide  for  the  relief  ii 
the  destitute,  for  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  Legislature  would  continne  to  gife 
aid  without  the  greatest  exertions  beinff 
made  in  Ireland.  His  noble  Frien4  hid 
praised  the  former  poor-law;  but  under  ex- 
isting circumstances  it  became  absolptdy 
necessary  that  there  should  be  ap  extension 
of  it.  He  could  not  vote  what  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  a  fact;  he  therefore  could  not 
support  the  resolutions  before  the  House. 
Lord  ABINGER  said,  he  felt  deeply 
convinced  that  the  calamities  of  Irelud 
had  not  been  exaggerated;  at  the  same 
time  ho  thought  remedies  might  have  been 
applied  which  would,  to  a  certain  extent, 
have  alleviated  the  calamity  without  the 
infliction  of  the  many  evils  which*  under 
the  existing  state  of  things,  had  resulted. 
With  regard  to  the  resolutions  before  the 
House,  he  should  consider  it  his  bonsden 
duty  to  vote  in  favour  of  them,  beeaoie 
they  tended  to  the  limitation  of  a  system 
which  would  bo  ruinous  to  any  country. 
Though  he  should  stand  alone  in  his  deolir 
ration,  which  he  thought  would  not  be  the 
case,  he  would  yet  adhere  to  the  convie- 
tion  that  the  sooner  the  poor-law  system 
was  discontinued,  not  alone  in  England, 
but  in  every  other  country  where  it  exifted. 
the  sooner  might  they  expect  the  return  of 
prosperity.  He  felt  deeply  convinced  that 
the  operation  of  the  poor-law  was  as  in- 
jurious as  regarded  the  application  of  ca- 
pital to  agriculture,  as  it  also  was  in  its 
demoralising  effects  upon  its  recipients. 
By  the  poor-law  the  wages  of  the  labourer 
'  were  reduced,  as  well  as  the  enterprise  of 
\  the  capitalist  seriously  affected.  It  might 
he  said  that  with  a  poor-law  England  had 
long,  and  still  continued  to  flourish;  bat 
shv  flourished  in  despite  of  that  law,  and  not 
j  in  consequence  of  it.   Suppoie  the  poor-law 
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to  be  abolished,  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence ?  Whj,  tbe  six  millions  now  paid 
over  under  that  law  would  not  alone  bo 
saved;  but  that  amount,  be  might  say 
twice  that  amount,  was  certain  to  be  in- 
Tested  in  agricultural  improvement,  and 
the  very  paupers  who  at  present  were 
degraded  find  reduced  to  a  condition  worse 
th^n  serfs  bj  the  receipt  of  their  wretched 
dole,  would  be  elevated  to  a  condition  of 
industrial  prosperity  and  comparative  in- 
dependence, lie  therefore  should  support 
tl^e  resolutions  of  his  noble  Friend,  because 
li0  believed  that  by  adopting  them  they 
ifould  be  taking  the  first  step  towards  ame- 
liorating the  present  disastrous  state  of 
afl^irs. 

The  Earl  of  GLENGALL  said,  after 
the  very  able  speech  of  his  noble  Friend, 
Jjffxri  Monteagle,  he  would  not  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  address  their  Lordships;  but 
being  an  Irish  representative  Peer,  and 
being  ^xtensively  acquainted  with  the  ope- 
ration pf  the  law  in  Ireland,  and  having  at- 
tepded  several  meetings  in  Ireland,  parti- 
pularly  one  where  the  gentry,  landholders, 
merchants,  and  other  classes,  were  all  uua- 
Oimous  that,  unless  something  were  done 
to  amend  the  existing  system  of  poor-laws, 
t)iere  was  no  chance  whatever  for  improve- 
inent  ip  Ireland — he  therefore  felt  it  ne- 
pe^sary  to  address  a  few  observations  on 
the  prps^nt  occasion.  The  nobjc  Marquess 
observed  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  a 
progressive  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
IreU^d.  He  (the  Earl  of  Glcngall)  wished 
be  cpuld  think  so,  or  that  he  could  see  the 
improvement.  Having  spent  lately  seve- 
ral n^pnths  in  Ireland,  and  travelled  through 
f^d  resided  in  considerable  districts,  he 
IQUSt  ponfess  he  could  not  bring  his  mind 
to  believe  that  the  country  was  progress- 
ing. No  man  could  bo  more  truly  or  sin- 
peroly  desirous  than  himself,  to  say  that 
^e  day  had  arrived  when  matters  were 
fOally  improved  in  Ireland.  He  assured 
Api^  it  would  be  his  warmest  wish  and 
d^irp;  but  be  did  not  think  the  moment 
l^fA  Aft  jet  arrived.  It  was  true,  as  had 
bpep  stated  by  the  noble  Marquess  when 
qnptiog  from  his  statistics,  that  the  num- 
bem  recpiving  relief  in  1849,  as  compared 
jfiih  1848,  were  considerably  diminished; 
bpt  toarffue  prosperity  therefrom  would  be 
inpst  fallacious — the  difference  being  in 
|iafp))e)V  some  fifty  thousand  loss  in  De- 
eopiber,  1849,  than  in  December,  1848. 
Bot  then  it  should  be  remembered  that 
1848  was  a  year  of  the  most  unparalleled 
dittr^S4t  apd  misfortune  in   Ireland.      In  i 


1848    they   raised    186,000?.    additional 
under  the  poor-law,  whilst  in  1849  no  less 
than  2,000,000?.  were  raised,  and  that  in 
the  year  of  so-called  improvement.     What 
was  the  consequence  of  raising  that  enor- 
mous sum  in  two  years  ?   The  consequence, 
as  might  easily  be  foreseen,  was  most  cala- 
mitous.    The  valuation  on  which  the  poor- 
rate  was  struck  in  Ireland  was  a  rental  of 
about  13,000,000?.,  and    it  was  clearly 
proved  that  the  fall  in  the  value  of  pro- 
perty in  Ireland  amounted  to  no  less  than 
25  per  cent.     Now,  would  any  man  deny, 
or,  rather,  would  any  man  contradict  him 
(the  Earl  of  Glongall),  when  he  said  that 
these  13,000,000?.   rental  were   reduced 
by  the  famine,  the  free- trade  policy,  toge- 
ther with  the  other  misfortunes  that  afflict- 
ed them,  to  9,000,000?.  or  10,000,000?.  ? 
Yet,  upon  that  diminished  rental,  they  had 
raised  the  enormous  taxation  just  mention- 
ed.    He  could  assure  their  Lordships  that 
the  taxation  at  present  levied  in  Ireland  was 
paralysing  and    destroying  the  country; 
and  if  they  should  have  another  bad  year 
like  1 848,  it  was  impossible  they  could  go 
on  raising  such  an  enormous  amount  of  tax- 
ation  in  the  shape  of  poor-rate.     In  many 
districts  in  the  south  of  Tipperary  the  tax- 
ation amounted  to  27s,  and  20«.  per  acre; 
and  he  wished  to  know  how  it  was  possible 
for  persons  to  carry  on  ogricultural  opera- 
tions under  such  an  excessive  load  of  tax- 
ation ?     Why,  a  considerable  portion  not 
only  of  bad  land,  but  even  of  good  land, 
way  lying  idle  and  useless;  tenants  could 
not  be  found  to  take  up  the  farms  which 
]iad  been  abandoned.     In  Ireland,  at  the 
present  moment,  men  avoided  land,  particu- 
larly in  the  west,  where  there  was  no  hope 
of  improvement  as  compared  with  the  south. 
In  consequence  of  the  immense  taxation — 
principally  resulting  from  poor-rate — the 
farmer  who  was  possessed  of  any  capital 
was  driven  to  emigrate  to  America.     The 
amount  of  poor-rate  paid  by   them  was 
heavy  enough;  but  the  undefined  an^ount 
that  might  be  expected  in  future  years 
completely  terrified  them.     They  st^'uggled 
through  1848  in  the  hope  of  better  times; 
but  seeing  1849  bring  no  sensible  reduc- 
tion of  taxation,  they  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica in  numbers  that  could  find  no  parallel 
save  in  the  case  of  the  boors  of  South  Africa. 
Men  of  capital  were  also  frightened  out  of 
the  country,  and  with  them  went  large  sums 
of  money.     The  demoralisation   amongst 
the  farming  classes,  caused  by  the  pres- 
sure of  taxation  and  free-trade  policy,  was 
very  great.     They  coi^verted  their  crops 
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into  money,  and  then  cheated  the  landlord, 
cheated  the  cess  collector,  the  poor-rate 
collector,  cheated  their  creditors,  and  he- 
took  themselves  to  America.  Excessive 
taxation  had  hrought  everything  in  Ireland 
to  a  positive  scramhle  hetween  the  tenant, 
the  landlord,  the  county-cess  and  poor- 
rate  collector,  as  also  the  several  creditors 
who  came  with  their  decrees  from  quarter- 
sessions.  The  moment  anything  appeared 
ahove  ground,  or  on  the  ground,  the  scram- 
hle commenced  hetween  all  these  parties; 
and,  in  fact,  the  rule  was,  first  come  first 
served.  As  they  might  imagine,  the  ten- 
ant took  care  to  he  first  in  the  scramhle, 
and  earned  ofi\  almost  iuvariahly,  the 
larger  share.  In  consequence  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  the  effect  of  which  was  not 
alone  to  instruct  hut  also  to  facilitate  the 
tenant  in  cheating  his  landlord,  crops  were 
cut  and  disposed  of  on  Sundays  in  despite 
of  the  landlord,  which  system  had  lately 
ohtained  to  a  fearful  extent  in  Ireland.  It 
had  been  said,  "why  not  farm  the  lands  in 
Ireland?"  hut  to  what  avail  with  such 
enormous  taxation  ?  Again,  if  the  farmer 
turned  his  land  into  pasturage,  he  had  not 
stock  to  graze  on  it.  So  that  in  any  case 
the  land  was  compelled  to  go  unproduc- 
tive. A  traveller  might  go  from  Dublin 
to  Cork  and  see  nothing  on  his  way  in  the 
shape  of  stock  feeding,  if  he  excepted  the 
goats  in  some  localities.  However,  on 
Sundays,  certainly,  something  might  be 
seen ;  for  those  who  had  stock  allowed 
them  to  creep  out,  because  on  that  day  the 
rate  collector  could  not  touch  them.  Alto- 
gether, however,  there  was  so  small  an 
amount  of  stock  in  the  country  that  it  was 
not  worth  speaking  about.  One  of  the 
most  fearful  features  in  the  picture  was 
the  awful  condition  of  the  labouring  popu- 
lation. The  cultivation  of  land,  as  corn 
ground,  being  given  up,  the  labourers  were 
thrown  out  of  employment.  He  had  been 
informed  that  in  many  districts  the  labour- 
ers were  working  for  their  diet  without 
wages.  Formerly  in  September  and  Octo- 
ber months,  the  labourer  received  from  the 
farmer  six  or  seven  shillings  a  week,  with 
his  diet,  in  the  shape  of  wages;  but  during 
the  last  harvest  they  wore  obliged  to  be 
content  with  2s.  a  week  and  their  diet. 
Now,  the  case  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity in  Ireland  was  almost  as  bad  as  that 
of  the  agricultural  class,  because,  in  point 
of  fact,  both  classes  were  so  intimately 
connected  that  they  rose  and  fell  together. 
The  principal  merchants  in  the  south  of 
Ireland  dealt  in  corn,  *and  were  tl^e  pro- 


prietors of  flour  mills,  which  were  as  exten- 
sive as  the  factories  in  England.  These 
gentlemen  bought  up  large  harvests  at 
very  low  prices;  but,  notwithstanding,  ihey 
found  they  could  not  effect  sales  in  the 
English  markets,  owing  to  the  immense 
importations  of  foreign  flour,  espeeiallj 
French,  which  had  driven  them  out  of  the 
market,  and  they  consequently  could  not 
dispose  of  the  harvests  they  had  purchased, 
except  at  a  very  heavy  loss.  These  facts 
being  known  throughout  the  country,  de- 
terred persons  from  cultivating  com.  The 
shopkeepers  were  in  an  equally  bad  condi- 
tion. Formerly,  a  considerable  trade  ex- 
isted between  the  ports  in  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel and  Ireland  in  the  article  of  flour;  hut 
at  present  these  ports  were  supplied  from 
Nantes,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Irish  traf- 
fic. It  was  really  melancholy  to  see  the 
numerous  stores  formerly  occupied  by  mer- 
chandise at  present  converted  into  auxiliarj 
workhouses,  the  Irish  merchants  having  no 
use  for  them,  and  being  glad  to  let  them  on 
any  terms.  To  show  there  was  no  im- 
provement in  the  country,  he  could  state 
the  circulation  of  money  had  decreased, 
and  the  deposits  in  savings  banks  also  ma- 
terially fell  off.  No  business  was  doing  in 
the  towns.  The  shops  were  closed  or  un- 
frequented, and  the  importation  of  English 
manufactures,  which  formerly  amount^  to 
eleven  millions  annually,  at  present  did  not 
exceed  four  millions.  It  had  been  said 
that  in  Connaught  matters  were  improving. 
Now,  the  evidence  of  Captain  O'Neil,  poor- 
law  inspector,  taken  in  May,  1849,  stated 
that  he  had  been  urging  the  collectors  of 
poor-rate  to  distrain  those  who  had  not 
paid,  and  their  reply  was,  that  "  the  smaU 
ratepayers,  in  many  instances,  had  nothing 
to  bo  seized  on.*'  Another  inspector,  Mr. 
Quigley,  declared  that,  in  many  instances* 
the  small  ratepayers  had  not  known  the 
taste  of  milk  for  upwards  of  twelve  months. 
He  also  added  that  on  market  days  the 
only  stock  he  saw  offered  for  sale  consisted 
of  goats,  and  that  a  cow,  formerly  worth 
5L,  would  not  bring  half  that  price  at  pro- 
sent.  They  had  also  evidence  to  show  that 
the  state  of  things  in  Kilrush  was  so  awful, 
that  many  persons,  whose  terms  of  incar- 
ceration had  expired,  refused  to  leave  the 
gaol,  having  no  means  of  obtaining  food 
outside;  and  when  forced  out,  they  com- 
mitted crimo  to  get  back  again.  Certainly, 
if  1850  brought  about  each  a  state  of  af- 
fairs as  1848  and  1849,  all  hope  might 
reasonably  be  given  over;  and  he  (the  Earl 
of  Glengall)  felt  cei*tain  that  if  they  did 
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not  alter  the  outdoor  relief  system,  positive 
and  certain  destruction  would  result  to  the 
whole  country. 

The  Earl  of  DEVON  allowed  that  it 
was  difficult  to  deny  the  state  of  distress 
existing  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  of  which 
the  nohle  Earl  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
drawn  an  extended  picture;  hut  it  appeared 
to  him  to  he  extremely  difficult  to  say  that 
the  necessary  conclusion  from  such  an  ad- 
mission was  that  their  Lordships  ought  at 
OQce  to  resolve  to  undo  that  provision  of 
the  law  which  enacted  that  persons  suffer- 
ing from  destitution  should  he  entitled  to 
outdoor  relief.  He  quite  concurred  with  those 
who  thought  that  the  granting  of  outdoor 
relief  was  a  measure  which  nothing  hut 
necessity  could  justify;  hut  the  very  provi- 
aioDS  of  the  law  pointed  out  the  mode  hy 
which  relief  should  he  afforded,  namely, 
according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commis- 
uooers.  The  nohle  Marquess  had  made 
■ome  remarks  on  the  progressive  improve- 
ment of  Ireland.  He  himself  could  only 
speak  from  private  information,  and  his 
onsenrations  would  apply  only  to  a  small 
locality;  hut  as  his  nohle  Friend  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had 
referred  to  the  Newcastle  union,  he  had 
tiie  satisfaction  of  stating  that  in  many 
parts  of  that  union  the  rates  had  materi- 
ally diminished,  and  great  improvement 
was  going  on.  He  stated  that  from  his 
own  knowledge,  and  from  certain  informa- 
tion. That  union  had  suffered  much  from 
an  nnjust  decision  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners in  the  arrangement  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions  ;  hut  of  late  there  had  heen 
an  alteration  in  that  respect,  and,  so  far 
as  his  information  went,  it  did  not  justify 
ilie  gloomy  picture  which  his  nohle  Friend 
liad  drawn.  [A  Peer:  Castletown?]  He 
£d  not  speak  of  Castletown,  as  he  did  not 
know  what  was  the  case  there.  With  re- 
gard to  the  allegation  that  the  distress  ex- 
latmg  in  Ireland  was  attrihutable  to  the 
Aseretionary  power  possessed  hy  the  Poor 
Iaw  Commissioners,  he  could  not  say  that 
lia  agreed  in  that  view  of  the  case.  And 
did  anybody  helieve  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  concur  in  providing  from 
mtj  other  source  that  relief  which  kept  a 
laige  portion  of  the  Irish  population  from 
StarratioD?  He  could  not  think  that  the 
lieo^ardians  had  done  all  the  mischief 
mhSA  had  heen  ascribed  to  them,  heliev- 
{m^  is  he  did,  that  the  occupiers  who  re- 
SHwd  on  the  spot  had  had  something  to  do 
with  it.  The  chief  mischief  had  arisen 
ftiili  Aemismanagement  of  local  authority. 


hut  that  was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for 
condemning  by  these  resolutions  the  sys- 
tem of  relief  now  in  force,  with  the  object 
of  getting  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Earl  of  CLARE  said,  that  the  no- 
hle Earl  who  had  just  sat  down,  seemed 
to  forget  that  he  (the  Earl  of  Clare)  had, 
not  very  long  ago,  presented  a  petition 
from  the  ratepayers  of  the  Newcastle 
union,  complaing  that  the  rate  collected 
was  158.  in  the  pound,  and  that  it  in- 
creased by  the  amount  of  10,000?.  up  to 
the  end  of  last  February.  If  this  were 
true,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  on 
what  ground  the  noble  Earl  could  say  that 
the  union  of  Newcastle  was  in  an  improved 
condition.  The  petitioners  fui*ther  added 
that  they  saw  only  one  hope  of  recovery, 
and  that  lay  in  the  establishment  of  new 
and  small  electoral  divisions.  He  could 
himself  say  that  the  Newcastle  union  was 
in  as  impoverished  a  state  as  any  union  in 
Ireland.  He  concluded  hy  stating  that  it 
was  his  impression  that  they  would  com-< 
mit  a  gross  error  hy  forcing  a  country  like 
Ireland  to  hear  a  burden  which  she  was 
unable  to  bear  ;  and  they  would  only  add 
to  evils  which  their  legislation  was  intend- 
ed to  remove. 

The  Marquess  of  CLANRICARDB 
said,  that  no  one  could  deny  that  parts  of 
Ireland  were  suffering  at  the  present  time 
under  poverty  ;  but  the  same  extent  of 
destitution  which  had  existed  during  the 
last  two  years  no  longer  prevailed.  On 
that  subject  his  noble  Friend  had  quoted 
documents  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  House ;  and  he 
would  ask  their  Lordships  whether  it  would 
not  be  highly  inexpedient  to  decide  on 
a  supposititious  state  of  things  when  they 
had  documents  which  would  exhibit  a  dif- 
ferent position  of  affairs  from  that  which 
had  been  put  before  them  hy  the  nohle 
Earl  who  had  proposed  these  resolutions. 
About  the  poverty  of  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
the  tremendous  pressure  of  local  taxation 
in  certain  districts,  there  could  he  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  ;  hut  was  it  wise  to  pass 
these  resolutions,  which  were  intended  pe- 
remptorily and  in  every  case  to  put  a  stop 
to  outdoor  relief?  He  agreed  with  the 
arguments  used  hy  the  noble  Earl  against 
the  system  of  outdoor  relief ;  hut  even  the 
noble  Earl  did  not  propose  that  they 
should  immediately  put  an  end  to  it.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  over  the  way 
(Lord  Abinger)  had  favoured  them  with  a 
discourse  on  political  economy.  Now,  he 
was  one  of  those  who  concurred  with  the 
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doctrine  that  all  poor-laws  were  contrary 
to  Bound  political  economy,  and  he  held 
that  opinion  as  strongly  as  any  man ;  hut 
no  man  would  now  wish  to  aholish  all  poor- 
laws  in  the  present  state  of  Ireland. 
What  would  they  do,  he  would  ask  them, 
if  they  passed  these  resolutions  ?  Why, 
they  would  first  excite  agitation  in  Ire- 
land, and  would  disquiet  the  minds  of 
men  who  were  most  anxiously  occupied  in 
administering  the  poor-laws,  with  rigorous 
and  vigilant  economy,  while  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  were  aiding  them  in  their 
efforts.  They  should  take  care  not  at  the 
present  moment  to  create  an  agitation 
which  might  render  the  continuance  of 
that  strict  economy  impossible;  and  if  they 
attempted  to  narrow  the  limits  of  the  oper- 
ation of  the  poor-law,  they  might  produce 
a  reaction  which  would  he  unfavourable  to 
the  interests  of  the  landlords,  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  of  this  country  in  general. 
On  these  grounds  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  very  unwise  to  carry  these  resolutions. 
The  present  oppressed  state  of  Ireland  was 
not  attributable  to  the  existence  of  the 
poor-laws  in  that  country,  but  to  that 
awful  calamity  to  which  it  had  been  sub- 
jected, not  only  to  the  potatoe  failure,  but 
to  the  bad  harvests  generally  of  the  last  few 
years.  He  called  upon  their  Lordships, 
on  the  grounds  which  he  had  stated,  not  to 
adopt  these  abstract  resolutions,  which 
could  do  no  great  good,  but  which  might 
do  an  immensity  of  harm. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  that  if  it  had 
been  the  wish  of  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Desart)  to  obtain  a  declaration  of  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  that  House  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  outdoor  relief  in  Ireland,  he  thought 
that  his  noble  Friend  must  be  amply  satis- 
fied, whatever  might  be  the  decision  of 
their  Lordships  on  the  resolutions.  There 
had  not  been  one  noble  Lord  who  had 
spoken  in  the  course  of  the  debate  who  had 
not  admitted  that  outdoor  relief  was  in 
principle  wholly  indefensible,  and  that  its 
temporary  continuance  could  only  be  justi- 
fied by  absolute  necessity.  Except  its  first 
and  last  sentences,  he  had  never  heard  a 
more  able,  powerful,  and  convincing  speech 
than  that  of  the  noble  Marquess  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne)  in  support  of  the  views 
of  his  noble  Friend.  The  only  ground  on 
which  noble  Lords  opposite  refused  to  sanc- 
tion these  resolutions  was,  that  it  was  de- 
sirable not  to  suddenly  put  a  stop  to  the 
■jBtem  of  outdoor  relief.  But  his  noble 
Frifind  proposed  to  do  nothing  of  the  kind; 
ho  proposed  nothing  more  than  was  agreed 


to  by  a  nnanimons  resolution  of  a  Coipmit- 
tee  of  their  Lordships'  House,  reckomng 
among  its  Members  five  Cabinet  Ministers, 
namely,  that  no  system  of  poor-law  ought 
to  be  adopted  as  a  permanent  system  in 
Ireland  which   embraced  the    pennapent 
continuance  of  outdoor  relief.     He  did  not 
wish  to  say  anything  against  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners; but  he  must  say  that  he  had  beard 
a  statement  that  night  whicli  he  thought 
would  sound  odd  in  the  ears  of  Englishmen, 
and  one  of  his  noble  Friends  was  so  incre- 
dulous, that  he  would  hardly  belieT?  bis 
ears,  or  even  his  eyes,  when  he  read  the 
order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  The 
classes  in  whose  favour  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners had  departed  froin  the  princqile 
which  had  be  enlaid  down,  were  precisdj 
the  parties  against  whom,  in  England,  the 
exception  would  he  made.     Women  with 
illegitimate  children — ^women  whose  Jins- 
bands  were  in  prison,  and  whose  hosbancls 
were  known  to  have  left  the  countfj  aad 
gone  to  England — these  were  the  spedsl 
classes  selected  by  the  Poor  Law  Commisr 
sioners,  who  thereby  gave  a  premium  te 
that  description  of  poverty  wbicn  it  was  ^ 
sirable  to  discourage  and  check.     He  bid 
some  little  doubt,  therefore,  whether  i(  was 
safe  that  Parliament  should  lei^ve  iu  their 
hands  a  discretion  saying  how  outdoor  fih 
lief  should  he  limited,  or  of  deciding  wbpB 
it  would  be  a  convenient  time  to  dopvi 
from  the  present  system  of  outdoor  relief. 
He  had  heard,  he  must  say  with  epn^d- 
erable  surprise,  one  statement  whicb  \ai 
been  made  by  the  noble  Marquess  wbo  bs4 
just  sat  down.    He  had  warned  their  Lpi^ 
ships  not  to  disturb  men's  minds,  and  le 
add  to  the  difficulties    of  the  }ooal  gns^ 
dians;  when,  as  everybody  kpew,  theniuoni 
were  so  immense  that  the  guardians,  wiA 
the  best  intentions  possible,  could  not  ex- 
ercise a  proper  control.     He  should  bare 
thought,  therefore,  that  instead  of  a  mis- 
chievous agitation,  they  could  have  nothuig 
so  much   in   their  favour  as  i^n  nbsol^te 
enactment  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  for- 
bidding them  to  do  that  which  fihey  bad  at 
present  the  greatest  difficulty  in  refusing 
to  do,  though  they  knew  the  parties  re- 
ceiving relief  were  not  entitled  to  be  reci- 
pients.    He  would  go  further  than  the 
local  guardians,   and  apply  these  resolu- 
tions in  aid   of  the  Poor  Law   Commis- 
sioners.    Their  Lordships  were  told  that 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  were  aniioos 
to  diminish  outdoor  relief  to  the  uttennoet; 
and  if  that  was  the  feeUog  bj  wbioh  Ibv 
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were  actuated,  could  they  have  a  greater 
moral  support  against  those  who  were 
claimants  on  the  bounty  of  the  State  than 
the  affirmation  of  the  principle,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  revert  to  a  sounder 
system  of  poor-law  relief?  He  would  not 
enter  into  the  questions  which  had  been  so 
well  discussed  by  his  noble  Friends;  but  these 
few  observations  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  to  the  House  bofore  giving  his  vote, 
as  he  certainly  should  do,  if  his  noble 
Friend  divided  the  House,  in  favour  of  the 
resolutions.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  Ilcr 
Majesty *s  Government  did  not  intend  to 
meet  these  resolutions  with  a  negative, 
which  would  be  fatal  to  all  hopes  of  pros- 
perity for  Ireland,  but  only  with  the  prc- 
Tioas  question.  Still,  as  he  thought  that 
no  inconvenience  could  result  from  the  sue- 
oess  of  the  Motion,  and  that  there  would 
be  a  great  advantage  gained  by  showing 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the 
guardians  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  re- 
i|ffirmed  the  principle  asserted  in  the  last 
Session,  that  outdoor  relief  could  not  form 
any  part  of  a  permanent  system  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor,  he  should  give  his  vote  for 
the  resolutions. 

Eabl  grey  had  not  heard  any  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  resolutions,  though 
he  had  heard  a  great  deal  which  went  to 
prove  that  a  system  of  outdoor  relief  was 
a  dangerous  and  impolitic  system.  He 
had  always  held  that,  in  Ireland  as  in 
England,  this  system  was  attended  with 
the  greatest  possible  danger,  and  that  out- 
door relief  ought  never  to  be  granted  to 
the  ahlebodied,  except  when  every  other 
kind  of  relief  was  impracticable.  He 
thought  also  that  even  in  the  case  of  the 
aged  and  impotent,  outdoor  relief  should  be 
administered  with  caution  and  discretion; 
but  be  saw  no  reason  why  in  Ireland  more 
than  in  England  the  impotent  and  aged 
shoald  be  excluded  from  outdoor  relief. 
But,  holding  that  opinion,  was  there  any- 
thing to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tions before  the  House  ?  He  could  hardly 
belieYO  that  their  Lordships  had  read  the 
resolutions.  The  first  resolution  affirmed 
tbai— 

*'  Under  the  provisions  of  tho  existing  Poor  Law 
the  rewrarcei  of  many  districts  have  been  found 
stttfly  inadequate  for  the  support  of  tlie  popular 
^Q ;  and  that  wBile  tho  Act  hns  thus  failed  to 
aooompliah  its  purpose,  it  has  produced  bankruptcy 
and  mm  in  some  districts ;  has  driven  capital  out 
«f  the  eonntry,  and  has  enfeebled  and  paralysed 
t|ie  efforts  of  both  fiirmcrs  and  landlords." 

He  totally  and  entirely  denied  tho  truth  of 
the  proposition  which  it  laid  down.     He  ad- 


mitted that  Ireland  had  suffered  a  great 
calamity;  hut  to  say  that  the  poor-law  was 
tho  cause  of  that  calamity  was  contrary  to 
common  sense.  He  thought,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  poor-law  had  greatly  miti- 
gated that  calamity;  and  if,  knowing  what 
had  since  happened,  their  Lordships  were 
in  a  situation  to  he  called  upon  to  pass 
another  poor-law,  he  should  vote  for  that 
measure  again.  He  would  maintain  that 
it  was  a  just  and  right  principle  of  legis- 
lation, and  one  which  every  man  of  feeling 
and  humanity  and  justice  must  approve  of, 
that  landlords  who,  under  the  old  system 
of  potato  culture,  had  received  so  veir 
large  an  income  from  their  land,  should, 
when  their  tenantry  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  starvation,  he  required  io  contribute  to- 
wards their  support.  But  they  were  not 
required  to  provide  the  sole  relief.  Parlia- 
ment came  to  their  assistance,  and  voted 
enormous  sums  of  money,  which  were  ad- 
vanced in  aid  of  the  calamity  which  had 
fallen  on  that  country.  But  the  resolu- 
tions which  the  House  was  called  on  to 
affirm  were  not  true  in  point  of  fact,  and 
the  arguments  brought  forward  to  sup- 
port them  had  failed  to  do  so.  They 
were  told  in  the  resolution  that  the 
poor-law  had  "  driven  capital  out  of  the 
country;"  but  where  was  the  evidence 
of  that  ?  A  noble  Lord,  who  was  a 
large  landed  proprietor  in  Mayo,  had  told 
them  the  other  night  that  it  was  not  the 
rates  that  prevented  him  from  letting  his 
land,  because  he  had  guaranteed  the  pay- 
ment of  all  rates  above  a  certain  amount, 
and  yet  had  failed  to  obtain  tenants  for 
some  large,  well-circumstanced  farms.  But 
it  was  stated  in  the  second  resolution — 

"  That  these  mischiefs  havo  resulted  from  the 
extension  of  the  poor-law  of  1838,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  outdoor  relief  at  that  time  not 
contemplated ;  and  it  is  further  their  opinion, 
that  no  permanent  system  for  the  relief  of  tho 
poor  can  be  carried  out  in  Ireland  safely  and  be- 
neficially to  receivers  or  payers  without  a  return 
to  the  principle  of  tho  original  law,  by  a  strict 
application  of  indoor  relief  to  all  classes  of  pau- 
pers." 

Now,  he  should  wish  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Earl  what  practical  effect  he  ex- 
pected would  be  produced  by  affiiming 
that  proposition.  The  noble  Lord  knew 
as  well  as  he  did  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  uot  to  be  in- 
fluenced in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  tho  law  by  any  resolution 
of  cither  House  of  Parliament.  They 
were  bound  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
not  by  any  resolution  that  either  House  of 
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pAr)Urri<ait  might  come  to.  And.  in  his  '  whaterer  for  adopting  the  resolotHniBwliieh 
opinion,  thf;  irr'rat  eril  of  rucIi  reaolutions  their  Lordships  were  now  cmlled  upon  to 
an  th';M;  wftft,  that  it  condemncrl  the  law,    affirm. 

irhifjh  th';nj  was  no  intffnlion  to  alter.  He  The  Earl  of  LUCAN  said,  that  he  wsi 
d'rnifd  that  the  principle  of  the  law  re-  not  so  much  sarprised  at  the  atrong  opin- 
t\u\r*A  alt'.'ration.  Tljo  law  declared  that  |  ions  expressed  hj  thenohle  Lord,  as  at  the 
itux*\*ritr  rolief  hhall  not  he  granted  except  fact  that,  when  entertaining  sach  Tieirs, 
in  ca^en  where  it  wan  not  posHihIe  to  afford  :  the  noble  Lord  had  not  thought  proper  to 
workhoufte  n-lief.  ilow  did  hL*  know  but  bring  them  forward  before  the  Committee 
that  circunifttAhcos  might  possibly  occur  |  of  last  year,  of  which  he  was  a  Member.  ^ 
again,  sh  tli^y  had  occurred  before,  under  Earl  GREY  was  understood  to  ezplsis 
whirh  it  would  be  im[H>sftible  to  afford  in-  that  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
door  relief  to  all  who  were  in  absolute  want  proceedings  of  the  Committee  vntil  the 
of  HMniHtance  'i  In  no  other  case  could  out-  ■  draft  of  the  report  had  been  agreed  to, 
dfK>r  relief  be  aibninistercd  ;  and  if,  there- 1  after  which  lie  did  not  again  attend  its 
fore,  they  could  not  alter  the  principle  of 
the  law,  he  would  nsk,  was  it  prudent  or 


oxpe<li(Mit  for  their  Lordships  to  let  it  go 
forth  Art  their  recorded  opinion  that  the 
importation  of  capital  into  Ireland,  or  ini- 
proveuientH  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
could  not  HAfely  he  attempted,  while  a  law 
4*xiHted  which  there  was  no  intention  of 
altering  ?  If  their  Lordships  contemplated 
an  alteration  of  the  law,  he  could  then  see 
the  ])olicy  and  prudence  of  affirming  the 
rcHolution;  hut  ho  believed  that  there  was 
not  one  Momhcr  of  their  Lonlships'  House 
who  believed  it  likely  that  any  such  change 
would  receivo  the  assent  of  Parliament. 
II t»  would  therefore  again  tell  them  to  be- 
ware, for  the  sake  of  their  own  interests, 


sittmgs. 

The  Earl  of  LUCAN  said,  the  noUe 
Lord  appeared  to  stand  alone,  even  among 
his  own  colleagues,  in  his  views  upon  thb 
question.  The  noble  Lord  had  alladed  to 
a  statement  made  by  him  with  r^ard  to 
the  depressed  value  of  land  in  Lndand. 
What  he  had  stated  on  that  occasion  was, 
that  the  land  had  been  first  depreciated  by 
the  poor-law,  and  that  the  subsequent  lov- 
ness  of  prices  caused  by  free  trade  had 
prevented  its  recovery.  He  did  not  wish, 
at  that  late  hour,  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion at  large,  but  this  much  he  might  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  the  acts  A  mal- 
administration of  which  thej  complMned 
had  been    committed  principallj  by  ths 


how  they  ])asso(l  resolutions  which  tended .  vice-guardians  under  the  sanction  of  the 

to  discourage    the    importation  of  capital    Commissioners. 

from  this  eountrv  into  Ireland — a  matter        Lord  BEAUMONT  said,  that  if  it  had 

which  ho  believed  was  destined,  at  no  dis-   not  been  for  the  speech  of  hia  noble  Friend 

taut  time,  to  work  great  improvements  in .  below  him  (Earl  Grej).  he   ahonld  have 

that  country.     He  had  not  intended  en- !  given  a  silent  vote  for  the  previoas  qees- 

toring  into  this  question,  and  he  would  not    tiou;  but  after  that  speech  lie  cooli  not  do 

trespass  further  on  the  time  of  their  Lord- ,  so,  lest  his  vote  should  be  nusinteipraCed. 

ships;  hut  there  was  one  observation  more    He  differed  as  complctelT  fiuaa  his  noUo 

which  he  wished  to  add.      The  noble  Lord    Friend  as  his  noble  Friend  umcnred  to 

had  |Hnntod  out  what  he  considered  maU   ditfer  from  all  who  had  preceded  Urn;  and 

administration   in  the  law.     Now.  if  such   he,  therefore,  did  not  wish  it  to  he 

maladministration     e\i>;etl.  it    was   a   tit    posed  that,  in  voting  fisr  the 

•ubj^vt  for  im|uiry.      Ho  was  not  aware  of   tion.  bo  would  do  so  on  any  of  the  _ 

the  oniors  to  which  iho  noble  Lord  had    which  his  noble  Friend  had  pot  fiorwaid. 

aUudt\l.  itnd  ho  ooncVssod  that,  on  h.earing    Until  his  noble   Friend  i>lMW,  he  did  Ml 

thom«  thoy  did  apiv.ir  u^  him  oalculatoii   imagine  that  anv  i-vne  coold  ilar  m 

rather  to  startle  Kr:rli<li  oars  :  but   that 

^,is  a  totallv  uiifort'.ii   cuostiou  fn'ni  the 

ix^j^^iuiions    bot'ojv    iho    House.      If  t::ov 

lh«^),cht  iho  Aihiv.r.!>:rft::or»  o!  the  i-sw  cr- 

n^ws^u*,  ihoy  oo;;\:  lr:r^  i:   torwaro..  a^d 

iho  Honso  would  1-0  :V.o~  ;*.Mo  to  vl-Ts.r. 

ih*  T>Niso:is  of  t;io  i\r.'.v.v.sj-,r.or*  :Vr  tihi: 

^"T  had  dx>no.       Ho  v.as  v.". .■•■,:  :.^  a/.r.::: 

^hai  the  iivvorr.r.'.or;  »:-v   *:•:■.::.,:  :v   f:-i 

^hai  the  Tvvr-'A»   >» A5   i,;:r  v..*:; r-iV*  ::.  & 

|«vper  ^ptr^t ;  rui  u:ai  o:u'..I   '■c  -^o  reaf«, - 


have  supposed  th&;  the  cperaooB  o£  ^ 
p«x^r-iaw.  c.^rsVined  whh  osiber  eawea,  had 
r.v>:  te&ded  t^>  cr>»ie  rsaa.  haakroplcj,  and 

%i:*;ros5  anscc^  ibe  owimts 
::*  '..^:)d  i:i  Irelarid.      The 
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the  soil  were  diminished.  The  burden  swal- 
lowed up  the  whole  profits  of  cultivation, 
and  neither  landlord  nor  tenant  could  meet 
their  other  liabilities.  When  the  E  xtension 
Bill  passed  through  their  Lordships*  House, 
such  a  result  had  been  anticipated  by  others 
as  well  as  by  himself;  but  still  he  felt  that 
the  choice  lay  between  two  evils,  the  other 
heing  the  utter  annihilation  of  thousands. 
He  had  foreseen  that  the  effect  of  granting 
outdoor  relief  would  bo  to  create  great  in- 
jury to  the  landowner  and  the  occupier, 
but  he  did  not  hesitate  between  that  evil, 
great  as  it  was,  and  the  still  greater  re- 
sponsibility which  would  rest  upon  them  of 
not  taking  every  means  in  their  power, 
eren  at  so  great  a  risk,  to  save  the  lives  of 
perishing  thousands.  They  had,  day  by 
day,  proofs  before  them  that  ruin  and  de- 
solation had  been  caused  by  the  pressure 
of  the  rates,  and  until  his  noble  Friend  ad- 
dressed the  House,  he  thought  the  fact 
had  never  been  questioned  by  any  person. 
Eren  in  England,  as  was  well  known,  the 
same  result  had  taken  place  on  a  small 
scale  in  one  or  two  places  in  former  times. 
His  noble  Friend  had  denied  that  the 
pressure  of  the  poor-rates  had  driven  capi- 
tal out  of  Ireland;  but  that  ho,  of  all  men, 
should  not  know  the  fact  was  strange  in- 
deed— he  who  had  the  Colonics  under  his 
care,  must  he  not  have  known  that  thou- 
sands had  emigrated  to  them  from  this 
country?  Was  there  not,  in  the  ofiicc 
presided  over  by  the  noble  Earl,  docu- 
mentary evidence  of  both  the  numbers  and 
the  superior  class  of  the  emigrants  from 
Ireland?  Was  it  not  the  small  capitalist, 
and  not  the  pauper,  who  had  left  the  shores 
of  Ireland?  And,  in  fact,  had  not  his  noble 
Friend  himself  told  them  on  former  occa- 
sions that  a  vast  proportion  of  these  emi- 
grants were  capable  of  paying  their  own 
passage,  and  were  carrying  out  sums  of 
money  with  them  ?  His  noble  Friend  must 
also  have  been  aware  that  enormous  sums 
of  money  had  left  the  country  in  the  same 
manner  to  the  United  States,  and,  if  such 
were  the  case,  could  it  be  denied  but  that 
capital  was  driven  out  of  the  country?  If 
that  were  so,  must  not  the  paralysing  of 
the  efforts  of  both  landowners  and  occu- 

C'  vs  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  have 
lowed  as  a  matter  of  course  when  an 
OBOrmous  increase  of  taxation  had  been 
put  upon  them  ?  If  a  man  had  20s.  to 
expend  in  improvements,  and  if  they  de- 
prired  him  of  I9«.  of  the  amount,  was  it 
not  dear  that  the  remaining  shilling  must 
prodnca  less  effect  than  if  they  had  left  the 


2O5.  to  the  person  ?  and  yet  this  was  what 
his  noble  Friend  attempted  to  deny.  He 
was  the  more  astonished  at  the  speech  of 
his  noble  Friend,  because  it  was  so  con- 
trary to  all  those  that  had  preceded  it. 
The  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  he  re- 
garded as  a  most  powerful  exposition  of 
the  soundest  principles  of  legislation  on 
this  subject,  and  as  an  emphatic  repudia- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  outdoor  relief.  He 
would  add  that  if  no  other  circumstance 
had  followed  from  this  debate  than  the 
fact  that  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  he 
thought  they  were  sufficiently  rewarded  for 
the  inconvenience  of  sitting  to  that  late 
hour.  If  the  charges  made  were  true,  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  that  strait  jackets 
or  some  other  restraints  should  be  at  once 
provided  for  the  Commissioners  to  prevent 
them  from  continuing  to 
"  riay  such  fantastic  tricks  before  high  Heaven." 

What  could  the  House  think  of  a  sealed 
order  which  gave  indiscriminate  relief  to 
the  wives  and  families  of  all  the  men  who 
had  migrated  to  England  for  the  harvest, 
and  who  were  at  the  time  receiving  the 
very  highest  wages  of  agricultural  labour; 
or  of  an  order  which  made  the  having  ille- 
gitimate children  a  sufficient  claim  to  out- 
door relief;  or  of  an  order  which  entitled 
to  relief  all  wives  and  children  whoso  hus- 
bands or  parents  were  committed  to  prison  ? 
He  believed  that  with  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  his  noble  Friend  alone,  there  had 
been  no  second  opinion  in  the  Committee 
as  to  the  necessity  of  going  back  to  the 
sound  system  of  indoor  relief  alone ;  but 
lest  the  resolutions  might  raise  expecta- 
tions abroad  that  their  Lordships  intended 
immediately  to  resorting  to  that  alteration 
of  the  law,  he  could  not  give  his  support 
to  the  resolutions  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Earl  of  DESART  replied:  He 
said,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Earl,  which  had  been  so  ably 
answered  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just 
sat  down,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  a 
single  dissentient  to  the  proposition  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  outdoor  relief.  He  did  not 
ask  for  any  immediate  abolition  of  the  ex- 
isting law,  but  merely  for  the  affirmation 
of  the  principle  that  the  system  of  outdoor 
relief  should  not  permanently  continue. 
As,  however,  there  appeared  to  be  a  strong 
feeling  against  passing  the  resolutions  at 
the  present  moment,  he  would  beg  leave, 
though  he  did  it  unwillingly,  to  withdraw 
the  resolutions. 

Then  the  said  Motion  and  the  original 
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Motion  were,  by  leare  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

Ilouse  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Timrsday,  February  21,  1850. 

MrNDTBS.]    New  Writ.— For  the  County  of  Sligo  v.  John 
Ffolliott,  Eiq.,  Chilteni  Hundreds. 

AGRICULTURAL  DISTRP:SS— ADJOURNED 

DEBATE. 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  De- 
bate. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  who  had  spoken  on  the 
question,  appeared  to  admit  the  existence 
of  distress  in  the  agricultural  districts,  and 
were  also  deeply  sensitive  to  the  charge  of 
treating  the  existing  distress  with  levity 
and  indifference.  There  were  now  two 
questions  to  be  decided — one  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  distress,  the  other  as  to 
the  best  manner  of  remedying  it.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  the  continuance 
of  distress,  be  had  observed  that  while  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  contained  expres- 
sions of  the  greatest  gratification  at  the 
cheapness  of  provisions,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  all  the  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, present  or  past,  had  united  to 
declare  that  the  existing  distress  was  only 
to  be  removed  by  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
agricultural  produce;  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  stated  it  to  be  his  confident 
opinion  that  prices  would  rise.  The  Tam- 
worth  manifesto  spoke  of  temporary  de- 
pression, and  the  Netherby  speech  of 
agriculture  being  **  under  a  cloud."  Now, 
what  was  the  meaning  of  these  expres- 
sions? What  was  the  "depression'*  — 
what  was  the  "cloud?"  He  wanted  the 
line  to  be  given  where  cheapness,  instead 
of  a  blessing,  became  a  curse  to  the  com- 
munity. The  noble  Lord  and  the  ricfht 
hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary  had 
charged  hon.  Members  with  deceiving  the 
farmers,  by  holding  out  hopes  of  a  return 
to  protection  when  they  knew  that  was 
impossible.  He  denied  that  this  was  cor- 
rect. The  protectionists  only  said  pro- 
tection was  a  means  to  an  end.  The 
great  object  they  had  in  view  was  to  raise 
the  prices  of  the  produce  in  which  the  ap:-  j 
4eiilturists  dealt,  to  a  remunerating  point, 
[t  was,  therefore,  unfair  on  the  part  of  Go- 
it  to  cast  obloquy  ou  them  by  as- 


serting they  intended  to  deceiTB  the  fkr- 
mers,  when  Goyemment,  as  a  means  of 
remedying  existing  distress,  foretold  a  rise 
in  prices.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment complained  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  for  not  alluding  to  the 
law  of  settlement  in  his  Motion;  but  the 
hon.    Member  had  made  his  resolutions 
large  enough  to  embrace  that  queition. 
As  to  the  poor-law  statistics  produced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  reply  to  his 
(Mr.  Stafford's)  hon.  Friend,  he  would  idl 
the  House  that  in  his  locality  any  statis- 
tics connected  with  the  poor-laws  which 
did  not  include  the  question  of  higfawaj 
rates  would  be  delusive.     And  when  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secretary, 
occupying  the  position  he  did,  brought  for- 
ward the  small  amount  of  pauperism  in  the 
agricultural  districts  as  an  argument  whj 
no  consideration  should  be  ^yen  to  the 
claims  of  the  landed  interests,  he,  in  his 
high  position,  offered  a  yery  poor  induce- 
ment to  those  connected  with  the  land, 
who  employed  their  laboarers  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  who  had  thus  continned 
to  diminish  the  number  of  paupers  in  their 
respective  parishes.     Was  it  meant  to  be 
inferred  that  because  the  landholders  did 
employ  their  labourers,  that  was  a  deser- 
tion  of  their  claims?      The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  the  agricultural  labom^ 
ers,  whose  wages  had  been  reduced  to  6i. 
a  week,  had  had  their  wages  unfairiy  re- 
duced, unless  rents  had  been  diminished  ia 
proportion.     But  what  on  earth  had  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  with  pronomi- 
cing  that  wages  were  too  high  or  too  low? 
The  agriculturists  had  been  exposed  to 
competition  with  the  whole  world;  they 
were  told  that  everybody  should  buy  in  the 
cheapest  market  and  sell  in  the  dearest; 
and  then,  when  they  acted  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Legislature,  and  were 
struggling  to  get  labour  as  cheap  as  they 
cuuld,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  got  up 
and  declared  that  those  wages  bad  been 
unfairly  diminished.    He  thought  the  words 
which  fell  from  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West    Surrey  must  haye  made 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  feel  how  danger- 
ous was   the   present   system.      Bat  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  those  who  sat  near 
him   ^ve^e  bad  political  economists.     He 
(Mr.  Stafford)  had  never  seen,  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord,  or  of  the  right  hoo. 
Baronot,  any  affection  for  political  economy; 
but  thoy  ought  at  least  to  know  the  first 
rudimcuts  of  the  science;  and  when  they 
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defined  their  first  principle   that  wages 
were  too  low,  and  not  apply  that  principle 
elaewhere,  so  long  it  would  become  them 
(the  protectionists)  to  proclaim  the  difficulty 
of  a  system  to  which  its  supporters  found 
it  so  ^fficult  to  adhere  on  general  prin- 
ciples.    As  an  instance  of  an  improved 
state  of  things,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said 
that  the  criminal  returns  were  higher  in 
former  years  than  they  were  last;  and  he 
quoted  in  confirmation  of  his  argument  a 
charge  of  the  hon.  and  Icarued  Recorder 
of  London,  who  had  stated  the  number  of 
crilninals  in  1849  to  be  less  than  they  had 
been  in  1848.     But  he  did  not  think  that 
ilie  learned  Recorder  drew  the  inference 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  sought  to 
establish^  and  for   this  reason,  that   the 
irear  1848  was  the  year  of  Chartist  distur- 
bances, when  an  immense  amount  of  atro- 
cities was  committed  by  those  who  followed 
tiie  Cliartists,  under  the  pretext  of  political 
excitement.     Therefore  the  conclusion  at 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  arrived  was 
fkllacious.     But  here  were  returns,  which 
hxA  just  that  moment  been  put  into  his 
hands,  from  Scotland.     They  were  official 
retarns  for   the  years   1849   and   1845. 
Here  was  an  account  of  the  amount  of 
property  stolen,    and    recovered   by    the 
police,   in  Dumfries,   for   1845,   showing 
2i2U  13».      Amount  of  stolen  property, 
aod  pecovered,  in  the  year  1849,  S35L 
Then  there  was  a  return  of  the  number 
of  vagrants;   in  2845    the   number  was 
2,262;  in   1849  it  was  5,684.     Let  the 
House  consider  how  likely,   in  a  discus- 
sion like  this,  a  one-sided  glance  at  sta- 
tistics was  to  tell  for  the  moment.  Another 
hon.  Gentleman   stated  that   the  criminal 
returns  in  1836  were  lowest,  and  in  1847 
they  were  the  highest.      Now,  in   183G 
there  was  a  stringent  corn  law— in  1847 
they  had  a  free  trade  in  corn;  and  there- 
fine  if  there  was  a  far  lower  amount  of 
crime  with   a    stringent   corn   law,   than 
linder  a  system  of  free  trade,  there  was  an 
increase  of  crime,  and  the  weapons  might 
be  turned  against  the   hon.  Gentleman. 
But  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  demanded  a  more  detailed  con- 
sideration than  he  had  ventured  to  give  it. 
Ae  adopted  a  tone  on  Tuesday  night  which 
h^  must  say,  if  he  intended  it  to  be  the 
charmed  voice  to  allure  hon.  Members  to 
his  lobby,  was  rather  singular  in  its  char- 
aeter*     The  hon.  Gentleman  made  no  dis- 
guise whatever:  whatever  professions   of 
STibpatiij  might  fall  from  others  towards 
toe  umded  interest,  ho  made  it  no  secret 


that  he  most  cordially  hated  them,  he  be- 
lieved not  individually,  but  as  a  class.  The 
object  he  aimed  at,  or  the  conclusion  thus 
led  to,  was  intelligible  enough — the  utter 
abolition  of  home  agriculture.     He  hated 
the  constitution  which  they  endeavoured  to 
maintain,  almost  as  heartily  as  the  cause  they 
advocated,  and  in  the  cordial  cheers  which 
greeted  his  announcement  that  he  was  not 
•*  a  farmer's  friend,"  might  have  perceived 
how  the   House    believed    his   assertion. 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  for- 
got  in   the   usually  excited  character  of 
his    speeches  to   tell  them  whose  friend 
he  was!      Did  he  mean   to  say  he  was 
not    the   friend   of  any   class  asking  for 
the    removal    of    grievances  ?      Did    he 
mean  to  say  he  was  not  the  friend  of  any 
class  asking  for  the  diminution  of  taxes 
which  they  considered  pressed  deeply  up- 
on them  ?      If  the  hon.   Gentleman   fell 
into  a  passion  with  every  such  class,  how 
angry  he  must  have  been  with  the  manu- 
facturers who  came    forward   and   asked 
for  and  obtained  the  entire  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  cotton  wool !     IIow  angry  with 
every  one  who  wished  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  paper !    He  would  say  the  circum- 
stances were  different.     And  so  they  were 
different.  Because  in  every  consideration  of 
the  landed  interest  the  hon.  Gentleman  for- 
got the  statements  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  that  a  great 
number  of  that   class  were  a  poor  hard-  ■ 
working   class,    with    ruin    hanging   over 
them;  and  he   had   stated  this  over  and 
over  again  in  the  House;  but  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman took  no  heed  of  that  cardinal  point, 
and,    therefore,    he    charged    him    with 
something   more  than    coquetting  —  with 
wilfully  eluding.     If  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet conceded  the  distress  of  the  agricul- 
tural classes — if  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
cliester,  doubting,  still  refused  to  go  into 
Committee,  he  thought  the  speech  of  the 
hon.   Member   for  Haddingtonshire — who 
made  them  all  regret  that  one  who  spoke 
so  well  spoke  so  seldom — put  the  question 
on  the  ground  which  had  not  been  contra- 
vened.    He  stated  that  they  did  not  place 
this  claim  on  any  distress  at  all,  but  upon 
the    question    of  justice.     Now,    it   was 
not    the    first    time    that    the   views    of 
M*Culloch,  llicardo,  and  others,  had  been 
proclaimed   in   that   House,  that  a   duty 
of    from   55.   to   8s,    would   only  be   an 
equivalent    for    the    taxation    levied    on 
real   property ;  and  he  might  still  quote 
a  more  recent  high  authority,  who,  as  he 
was  in  his  place,  would  contradict  him  if 
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he  quoted  him  wrongly.  He  referred  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  and  these  were  the  words  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  reported  to 
have  used — 

"  Further,  it  may  bo  said,  that  tho  land  is  en-  ^ 
titled  to  protection  on  account  of  some  peculiar 
burdens  which  it  bears.  But  that  is  a  question 
of  justice  rather  than  of  policy.  I  have  always 
felt  and  maintained  that  the  land  is  subject  to 
peculiar  burdens ;  but  you  liave  tho  power  of 
weakening  the  force  of  tliat  argument  by  tlie  re- 
moval of  the  burden,  or  making  compensation.  *  • 
Tho  last  is  a  question  of  justice,  which  may  bo 
determined  by  giving  some  counterbalancing  ad- 
vantage."— Hansard,  Vol.  Ixxxiii.,  p.  70. 

And  he  must  give  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Ilome  Secretary  this  credit,  that  there 
was  nothing  contradictory  or  antagonistic 
to  those  views  which  he  had  read  to  the 
Ilouse;  on  the  contrary,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  left  a  suspicious  opening  to 
himself  as  to  any  other  charges  which 
might  be  placed  on  tho  Consolidated  Fund. 
But  in  reference  to  the  Motion  of  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
shire, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  this 
was  not  the  time  to  bring  forward  such  a 
Motion — that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  not  declared  what  were  to  be  his 
financial  arrangements  for  the  year.  Wait, 
said  be,  till  something  positive  is  known. 
But  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  had  heard  that  sort 
of  language  before;  and  he  knew  also  that 
there  were  always  two  answers  ready  from 
Ministers — for  if  hon.  Members  brought  a 
subject  on  before  the  financial  statement, 
tliey  were  first  told  they  could  not  know 
what  the  circumstances  were,  and  that  they 
should  wait  for  the  budget.  Then  came 
the  8ubse([uent  official  announcement,  and 
the  unlucky  Member  was  told  if  he  com- 
plained that  the  whole  thing  was  settled 
for  tho  year,  it  was  then  too  late,  and  he 
begged  to  postpone  the  matter  till  next 
year.  lie  was  astonished  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  have  had  recourse 
to  so  poor  an  artifice  to  baffie  the  claim  of 
the  agricultural  body.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  one  year 
brought  forward  a  measure  which  he  was 
told  was  so  large  that  the  Government  had 
not  the  mind  to  take  it  in.  Then,  his 
lion.  Friend  brought  in  a  smaller  scheme, 
and  he  was  then  told  it  was  only  3^.  in  the 
pound,  and  he  complained  that  the  right 
Hon.  Gentleman  sliould  condescend  to  such 
an  artifice.  And  now  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  was  f^lad  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Buckinghamshire  had  given  up  all 
notion  as  to  a  protective  policy,  and  he 


said  that  he  was  glad  that  qnestion  was 
settled  down.  IILb  (Mr.  Stafford's)  answer 
to  that  argument  was  this : — He  said  there 
had  been  meetings,  not  convened — ^not 
stirred  up — by  landlords,  but  by  tenant- 
farmers,  at  which  thej  were  asked  to  do 
their  best  to  return  to  a  protective  system. 
And  what  did  they  do  ?  W^»  the  veiy 
moment  they  came  to  that  House  they 
raised  this  question,  and  brought  it  to  an 
issue,  and  they  had  a  large  majority 
against  them.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
underrate  the  importance  of  that  majority. 
In  the  face  of  that  majority  he  said  that 
the  rights  of  the  minority  ought  never  to 
be  exercised  to  obstruct  the  public  bun- 
ness  of  the  country.  That  was  not  the 
course  which  he  should  be  disposed  to 
sanction.  But  let  the  House  recolleet 
what  took  place  when  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Tamworth  resigned 
office.  The  resignation  of  that  right  non. 
Gentleman  was  within  a  night  or  two  of 
the  House  of  Lords  having  passed  the  Com 
Bill.  Then  tho  cry  was,  "  See  the  advance 
of  a  new  era!"  Previously  a  Coercion  Bill 
had  been  thrown  out  in  the  House  of  LordSt 
and  tho  Com  Bill  passed  the  House  of 
Lords !  Thus,  none  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects were  to  be  coerced  on  the  one  hand* 
and  protection  was  denied  on  the  other. 
Had  they  not  had  three  Coercion  BiOi 
since?  Had  they  not  had  recently  another 
restrictive  measure  ?  Half  the  predictioai 
which  had  been  made  had  been  falsified; 
how  then  could  they  believe  the  other? 
The  opposing  principles  of  protection  and 
free  imports  never  could  be  settled,  for 
they  were  intermingled  with  the  repeal  or 
modification  of  every  tax.  So  long  as 
they  had  to  deal  with  so  large  on  expen- 
diture the  question  never  could  be  settled, 
and  even  the  noble  Lord  and  those  who 
supported  him  thought  so  too.  But  how 
far  were  the  Government  prepared  to  cany 
out  their  free-trade  scheme  ?  How  far 
were  they  prepared  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
timber,  on  butter,  on  cheese,  and  mann- 
factured  articles?  If  they  stopped  short 
of  tbis,  how  could  tho  question  at  issne 
be  settled?  The  farmer  said  the  ques- 
tion was  not  a  settled  question;  that  as  re- 
garded him  he  had  not  free  trade  with  hit 
own  land,  he  could  not  promote  the  growth 
of  beet  freely,  he  could  not  grow  tobacco, 
bo  could  not  make  his  malt.  '*  You  have 
tied  my  hands,*'  said  the  fanner,  "with 
regard  to  the  foreigner,  and  you  load  me 
with  imposts  on  my  own  produce,  and 
until  YOU  remove  these  burdens  I  can* 
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not  understand  how  joa  aro  to  saj 
that  this  qnestion  is  settled."  The  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  doubted  the 
character  of  the  agriculturists.  He  told 
them  there  were  two  tests  in  store  for 
them — the  one  was  the  game  laws,  and 
the  other  was  a  Tenants'  Compensation 
Bill.  With  regard  to  the  Tenants'  Com- 
peneation  Bill,  it  did  pass  through  that 
House  with  scarcely  a  single  word  being 
said,  and  the  only  word  of  objection  to  it 
came  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Cocker- 
month.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  was  going  to  test  the 
ftgriculturists  by  his  Bill  on  the  game  laws. 
Kow  he  would  apply  a  test  upon  him.  With 
regard  to  the  past,  how  had  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber pursued  his  course  as  to  the  game  laws 
in  five  years?  In  1845,  he  found  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  notice  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  game  laws; 
and  they  (the  protectionists),  in  obedience 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Member  for  Tamworth,  yielded  the 
point  of  the  Committee  without  opposition, 
and  the  Committee  was  appointed  on  the 
10th  of  March,  1845.  The  Committee 
■at  till  30th  July,  on  which  day  the  report 
presented  recommended  the  reappointment 
of  the  said  Committee.  But  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  either  found  his  zeal 
cooled,  or  the  difficulty  of  the  case  he  had 
introduced — and  he  never  moved  the  re- 
appointment of  that  Committee — never 
daring  the  years  1846  or  ^847  attempting 
to  brmg  in  a  Bill,  so  that  in  February, 
1848,  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  ventured  to  in- 
qmre  what  were  the  hon.  Member's  inten- 
tions, and  if  the  hon.  Member  had  forgot- 
ten the  matter,  after  bringing  up  witnesses 
fix»n  the  woodlands  of  Northamptonshire; 
and  the  hon.  Member's  answer  was,  that 
he  had  been  engaged  in  the  consideration 
of  the  growth  of  cotton  in  India.  He  (Mr. 
Stafford),  therefore,  hoped  that  after  so 
long  a  consideration,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  had  settled  that  question.  But 
on  the  23rd  March,  1848,  a  Bill  was  in- 
trodnced,  and  the  House  adjourned.  The 
Bin  disappeared,  and  the  flash  of  the  pan 
taniahed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
would  bring  it  in  again,  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Derbyshire  brought 
in  a  Bill  in  the  mean  time,  which  was 
a  rerj  good  measure,  and  a  practical 
amenoment  of  the  game  laws.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Manchester  operatives,  it 
was  declared  that  a  declaratory  Bill  should 
hp  brought  in  in  reference  to  what 
irwM  called    a   Ten   Hours  Bill,   and  he 
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thought  that  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  tested 
them  (the  Opposition)  on  the  game  laws, 
they  might  test  him  on  the  Ten  Hours 
Bill.  But  now  he  came  to  that  part  of 
the  subject  on  which  the  Home  Secretary 
said  the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire 
had  touched  but  slightly;  and  right  well  did 
the  Home  Secretary  merit  his  own  censures, 
for  anything  more  meagre  or  niggardly  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  allusion  to  Ire- 
land he  had  never  heard.  It  was,  there- 
fore, his  (Mr.  Stafford's)  painful  duty  to 
enlighten  the  House  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  state  of  Ireland — at  all 
events  in  respect  to  those  localities  with 
which  he  was  intimately  connected — in 
order  that  Irish  Members  who  proposed 
to  vote  against  any  reconstruction  of  the 
poor-law,  and  the  amount  of  local  taxation 
on  real  property  in  Ireland,  might  be  able 
to  get  up  and  state  why  they  thought  the 
present  state  of  things  should  continue. 
His  hon.  Friend  proposed  suggesting  to 
the  Committee,  but  not  pledging  any  one 
to  a  single  item,  to  something  of  an  ar- 
rangement which  he  would  propose.  Now, 
he  would  take  the 

Establishment  charges     £289,000 

Funerals,  law,  Ao,  95,000 

Collectors'  poundage  rate  ...      41,000 

Emigration  70,000 

Administration  of  justice  expenses       55,000 


Making  together 


£490,000 


The  emigration  grant  to  be  dependent 
on  an  equal  portion  of  money  being  raised 
by  the  union.  This  sum  of  490,000^. 
he  proposed  to  grant  to  Ireland.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  would 
lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the 
real  position  of  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland.  He  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  read  a  letter  from  a  tenant- 
farmer  of  Clare,  upon  whose  word  he 
could  place  implicit  reliance  : — 

*'  Some  members  of  the  Government  talk  of  the 
improvement  visible  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
people  of  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland.  The 
daily  evidence  of  one's  senses  is  sufficient  to  attest 
the  utter  absurdity  of  such  statements.  The  great 
diminution  in  the  number  of  outdoor  paupers 
which  has  taken  place  recently  is  not  a  correct 
mode  of  arguing  for  the  ameliorated  state  of  the 
country,  seeing  that  multitudes  have  been  struck 
off  the  relief  lists  in  consequence  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  sealed  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, which  authorised  relief  to  be  given 
to  the  ablebodied.  This  is  the  real  cause  which 
has  lessened  the  number  of  paupers,  and  not,  as 
alleged,  the  change  for  the  better  which  has  taken 

place  in  their  worldly  state We  had  Mr. 

Lynch,  the  assistant  poor-Uw  commiBsioner,  at 

2Q 


1187      Agricultural  DUtms—     {COMMONS} 


AiSaikmsd  DOtOe.      1188 


our  meeting  at  Eimis  on  Wednesday  last 

In  our  case  he  had  no  great  necessity  to  preach 
economy,  inasmuch  as  our  funds  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  amounted  to  167/.,  while  Mr.  Rus- 
sell insists  on  receiving  ready  cash  for  each  week's 
delivery  of  meal  (ahout  140/.  a  week),  and  while 
the  sheriff  stood  in  the  room  with  an  execution 
against  the  goods  of  the  workhouse  in  his  hand. 
On  Wednesday  I  was  appointed  by  the  board  to 
perform  the  duty  of  '  rulmg  up '  the  book  of  one 
of  the  relieving  officers  —  that  is,  of  rejecting  the 
applieation  of  some  paupers,  and  giving  relief  to 
others.  About  120  applied.  Of  this  number  I 
gave  outdoor  relief  to  two,  and  workhouse  ac- 
commodation to  two  more  ;  but  with  little  or  no 
fcpace  in  the  house,  and  with  an  insufficient  sum 

of  money  to  buy  meal,  I  could  do  no  more 

It  is  painful  to  hear  people  attempting  to  lead  the 
House  of  Commons  into  the  belief  that  our  popu- 
lation here  are  rising  in  the  world,  while  it  is 
abundantly  apparent  that  the  condition  of  all 
classes  is  getting  worse.  The  number  of  small 
farmers  breaking  down  and  quitting  the  country 
is  as  great  as  ever,  and  the  levelling  of  cabins 
continues  to  go  on  as  was  usual  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  From  my  opportunities,  I  cannot 
but  derive  a  pretty  extensive  and  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  of  the  small  land- 
holders and  cottiers,  and  the  conviction  is  strong 
in  my  mind  that  they  are  declining  in  worldly 
circumstances,  notwithstanding  what  Lord  John 
Russell  said  to  the  contrary.  The  appeals  against 
the  poor-law  valuation  of  the  unions  of  Ennysti- 
mon,  Scariff,  and  Ennis,  have  had  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing it  by  30  or  40  per  cent.  I  have  advised 
the  lowering  of  the  valuation  of  another  neigh- 
bouring union,  in  order  to  avoid  law  costs." 

[Lord  J.  Russell:  I  beg  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's pardon,  but  I  stated  distinctlj  there 
were  no  favourable  accounts  from  Clare.] 
He  would  go  to  Limerick,  then,  and  show 
distress  was  not  confined  to  Clare.  He 
believed  the  noble  Lord  was  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  Limerick,  inas- 
much as  the  board  of  guardians  had  passed 
resolutions  which  were  forwarded  to  the 
noble  Lord.  The  following  was  one  of 
them : — 

"That  the  board  regrets  much  that  a  mis- 
statement has  been  enunciated  in  Parliament — 
namely,  that  poverty  has  been  on  the  de- 
crease in  Ireland.  Everybody  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  country  is  aware  that  the  poor-law  re- 
turns are  by  no  means  a  proper  criterion  to  judge 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as  from  a 
want  of  resources  and  the  general  depression  of 
the  times,  thousands  not  on  the  outdoor  relief 
lists  are  extremely  destitute." 

A  member  of  the  board  declared  that  three 
were  15,000  living  in  Limerick  in  want  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  whether  ho  was  aware  that 
bands  of  people,  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
public  peace  and  the  violation  of  property, 
pAraded  the  streets  of  Limerick  in  such  a 
vnimer  m  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  out 


the  police  and  the  military  ?  And  he  would 
ask  whether  the  cry  of  these  mieffuided  men 
was  not  **  bread  or  blood  ?*'  and  whether  it 
was  not  the  opinion  of  all  claisea  in  the 
city  of  Limeriott  that  the  total  ftbeenee  of 
commercial  bnsinett  in  Limerick,  and  the 
dismissal  of  people  from  employmebt*  wii 
not  the  proximate  eaiise  of  the  distorb- 
ance?    He  regretted  the  lioii.  Mtaibers 
for  Limerick  were  not  in  their  places;  but 
he  expected  that  those  hon.  Gtotlemea 
from  tne  south  of  Ireland  who  intended  to 
vote  against  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Buckinghamshire  wonld  be  pre- 
pared to  state  the  reasons  why  ihey  did 
so,  lest  it  should  be  conolnded  that  ibef 
were  of  opinion  the  present  stat^  of  things 
should  continue  in  Ireland,  or  thai  th^ 
preferred  a  systeln  of  eleemosTnary  ddks^ 
taken  without  gratitude^   and  eontnmed 
without  benefit.     Those  who  8«t  on  bis 
(Mr.  Stafford's)  side  of  the  Hdnse  refosed 
to  separate  the  question  of  Irehnd  from 
that  of  England.     Many  of  ihem  beHeved 
that  Ireland,  once  severely  injiired  by  Bnf- 
lish  monopoly,  was  now  about  to  be  ligiM 
by  English  free  trade,  and  that^  from  hir- 
ing been  a  victim  to  a  system  i^hieh  isads 
every  custom-house  an  impassable  harrier^ 
she  was  about  to  be  made  a  greater  victim 
by  the  annihilation  of  cnstom-honsee  alto* 
gether,  by  the  unrestricted  and  free  admi^ 
sion  of  articles  of  foreign  produce..    Al^ 
though  many  Irish  Members  wonld  vote 
for  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Me» 
her  for  Buckinghamshire^  ihey  wonld  be  in 
a  minority  in  consequence  of  the  hMe- 
rogeneous  compound   opposed   to  thefai) 
many  landed  proprietors  on  the  Ministerisl 
benches  would  do  compelled  to  doslaie 
their  joy  at  the  success  of  a  system  which 
depreciated  the  value  of  their  prope^i 
and  perilled  the  influence  of  thmr  ebiik 
The  question  was  too  momentoa8«   add 
the  cause  too  gigantic,  to  be  decided  Iff 
one  majority.     They  on  his  side  of.  iU 
House  would  continue,  as  far  aa  in  thefai 
lay,  to  save  those  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
from  their  friends,  if  ftiends  they  bonU  be 
called  after  the  speeohes  at  Manehestef 
and  elsewhere.     They  would  still  eoniend 
that  cheapness  was  not  the  sole  hile  tor 
the  consultation  of  senates,  and  thati  at 
with  individuals  so  with  nations,  the  lov^ 
est  bargains  might  be  the  dearest  por^ 
chases.     They  claimed  to  be  the  laiyest 
party  in  the  House — a  party  only  io  be 
beaten  by  combination — and  they  odieTed 
they  were  increasing  in  the  country^  The]/ 
were  a  party  not  j^edged  to  thv  et  tiM 
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import  duty,  but  deeply  and  irrevocably 
pledged  to  that  cautious  and  comprehen- 
nre  policy  which  had  consolidated  oiir 
diatchless  empire. 

[Sir  B.  Peel  and  Sir  J.  Graham  rose, 
and  there  were  calls  for  eacfh;  Mr.  Speaker, 
boweTer,  called  upon  Sir  J.  Graham.] 

Sib  J.  GRAHAM  :  Sir,  it  is  with  very 
grtet  diffidence  that  I  proceed  to  address  the 
Hoiue  under  these  circumstances;  and,  if 
it  is  their  pleasure,  I  shall  readily  give 
way  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  below  me. 
[''  NOi  iio  !  "1  I  was  not  aware  that  he  en- 
tertained an  Intention  to  offer  his  observa- 
tioris  at  this  period  of  the  evening,  or  I 
dunild  not  have  risen  to  address  you;  but, 
hating  done  so,  I  shall,  in  obedience  to 
jovr  eallj  venture  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
on  the  question  before  us.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  concluded 
hia  speech  by  observing  that  the  question 
ire  are  now  called  on  to  discuss  is  moment- 
euii  and  I  think  he  added  that  the  cause 
htf  advocated  was  gigantic.  Now,  I  think 
it  H  most  desirable  that  we  shouJd  fix,  if 
h  he  possible,  the  precise  subject  we  are 
to  discuss,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  into  the  question  of  the 
game  lliws.  I  shall  not  even  touch  upon 
tha  ten  Hours  Bill,  much  less  shall  I 
d#dl  60.  the  question  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
ind,  even  though  the  subject  of  Ireland  be 
mcff6  getmane  to  the  matter,  I  shall  still 
faas  over  the  Irish  portion  of  the  discus- 
non,  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
invited  us,  thinking,  with  your  permission, 
that  I  shall  best  discharge  my  daty  by 
qftringwhat  I  have  to  address  to  the  House 
M  thla  early  hour  strictly  limiting  my  ob- 
servations to  the  question  before  them.  I 
iiffee  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
jnat  spoken,  that  the  question  we  are  really 
to  discuss  is  a  very  large  one;  but  if  I 
ttoaght  it  could  be  narrowed  within  the 
Bidits,  clear  and  simple,  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Buckingham- 
ihirOt   who  introduced    the    Motion,   has 

a  pied  to  it,  I  should  havo  been  per- 
^  wiUinff  to  have  rested  my  vote  on  the 
MkMieh  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
toSMAij  for  the  Home  Department,  who, 
kf  A  deiir,  conclusive,  and  comprehensive 
hMaur—  [**  Oh,  oh!''  and  cheers,]  I 
ho^  (continued  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
thrtiing  io  the  benches  whence  the  cries 
rf  "  Oh  ! "  proceeded)  that  at  least  I  may 
Mrtidn  a  hearing,  and  have  leave  to  express 
tej  opituons.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dor- 
sMhite  and  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
tirirr^  hare  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate  J 


alluded  to  the  past  conduct  of  myself  and  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth.      They  stated   that  we  had  been 
false  to  the  interests  to  which  we  were 
pledged.     There  were,  I  say,  painful  allu- 
sions to  that  time;  yet  it  cannot  be  forgot- 
ten that  I  at  least  am  identified  in  feeling, 
in  habit,  in  prejudice,  in  strong  preposses- 
sions, and  in  personal  interest,  with  the 
landed  gentry,  and  if,  from   a  sense  of 
public  duty,  I  should  have  inflicted  an  injury 
in  any  degree  on  that  interest,  you  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  that  in  doing  so 
I  have  sacrificed  my  own.   Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  trust  I  may  obtain  at  least  a 
patient  if  not  a  favourable  hearing.     I  was 
about  to  remark.  Sir,  that  I  did  not  think 
this  question  could  be  debated  on  the  nar- 
row grounds  on  which  it  was  placed  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  Motion.   I  thought  so  at  the  com- 
mencement.   What  I  have  heard  during  the 
various  speeches  which  have  been  address* 
ed  to  the  House,  has  greatly  confirmed  me 
in  this  impression;  and  I  am  satisfied  the 
question  we  are  now  debating  is  no  less 
than  this — whether  we  shall  commence  an 
entire  review  of  the  whole  fiscal  burdens  of 
this  country.     I  do  not  think  there  will 
be  much  dissent  from  that  proposition — if 
you  recollect  that  in  the  first  instance,  as 
it  was  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Buck- 
inghamshire himself,  it  is  but  the  com- 
mencement of  a  series  of  propositions  he  is 
about  to  lay  before  us.     Now,  the  moment 
that  we  hear  this  statement,  it  is  clear  that 
the  present  Motion  is  but  a  fragment  of  that 
large  measure  which  he  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House  last  year  in  the 
gross — it  is  but  part  of  the  detail  of  a  ques- 
tion which  he  last  year  placed  before  us  in 
an  enlarged  shape.     It  is  not  a  reconsider- 
ation only  of  the  measures  which  you  havo 
passed  in  former  Sessions.     It  is  not  a 
question  whether  2,000,000Z.  of  poor-rate 
shall  be  paid  by  the  proprietor  or  not,  but 
the  question  is,  whether  you  will  transfer 
the  entire  poor-rate   to  the   Consolidated 
Fund.     But  if  there  was  any  doubt  about 
it  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber introduced  his  Motion,  there  could  have 
been  none  on  Wednesday,  when  a  Bill  came 
before  us  respecting  the  county  rates.     It 
was  then  frankly  avowed  that  there  was  an 
intention  of  transferring  these  payments  for 
asylums  and  other  local  purposes  to  the  ge- 
neral taxation  of  the  nation.     And  if  the 
hon.    Gentleman   deals  in  the  same  way 
with  the  other  local  rates,  this  involves  a 
question  of  12,000,000{.     But  it  does  not 
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rest  there.  The  faon.  Gentleman  told  you 
yriih  perfect  frankness  he  discarded  the 
land  tax,  but  it  was  only  for  the  purpose 
of  argument  he  did  so.  Nay  more,  I 
heard  allusions  during  the  progress  of  this 
debate  to  the  malt  tax  in  so  far  as  it  was  a 
burden  connected  with  the  land.  I  wish  to 
put  this  case  with  perfect  fairness.  There- 
fore, then,  we  arc  about  to  discuss  the 
question,  whether  some  18,000,000Z.  or 
20,000,000^.  shall  bo  transferred  from  the 
land  to  the  Consolidated  Fund.  Now,  this  is 
certainly  a  question  of  immense  magnitude. 
It  involves  the  whole  question  of  the  fiscal 
arrangements  and  taxation  of  this  country. 
I  go  further,  and  I  say  it  involves  the  re- 
versal of  that  policy  which  has  been  deli- 
berately adopted  by  this  House  for  the 
last  five  or  six  years.  I  say  even  more. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  reversal  of  policy 
only,  but  one  of  a  change  of  Administra- 
tion. A  noble  Duke  in  another  place 
frankly  avowed  what  was  the  intention  of 
the  great  party  to  which  he  belonged — a 
party  great  from  its  numbers,  its  station, 
and  its  connexion  with  the  soil  of  the 
united  kindom.  The  noble  Duke  told  you 
frankly  what  he  meant.  Their  object  is 
to  turn  out  the  present  Government,  to 
dissolve  the  Parliament,  to  return  to  pro- 
tection, and  to  rcimpose  the  com  laws. 
Now,  you  must  take  this  in  connexion 
with  the  frank  avowal  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  is  the  leader  of  the  party  in  this 
House.  What  did  ho  tell  you  on  Tues- 
day night  ?  He  said,  **  You  must  either 
reverse  your  policy  for  the  last  few  years, 
or  revise  your  taxation  and  redistribute 
your  burdens."  Nothing  can  be  more 
true.  The  noble  Duke  said  that  he  greatly 
preferred  the  first  branch  of  the  alterna- 
tive. Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  made 
the  Motion  before  us  differ  from  him  ? 
Quite  the  reverse.  He  puts  the  same  al- 
ternative, and  says,  **  I  do  not  *bate  one  jot 
of  what  I  always  have  declared.  I  adhere 
to  every  argument  and  every  opinion  on 
this  question — and  I  tell  you,  I  think  it 
would  be  wiser  and  more  politic,  to  revise 
your  policy  and  return  to  protection — no 
longer  to  cease  to  impose  duties  of  revenue 
on  articles  from  abroad,  including  corn,  and 
thus  indirectly  to  raise  revenue  having  the 
effect  of  protection.'*  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says,  that  is  the  branch  of  the  alter- 
native he  prefers.  Well,  Sir,  I  ask,  then, 
if  the  House  has  been  fairly  treated,  and 
has  the  question  ever  been  distinctly  put 
to  the  House,  whether  they  think  it  expe- 
dient  to  reverse   their    past  policy,   and 


think  it  right  to  return  to  proteclion  ?     I 
was  really  surprised  at  somethiDg  which 
fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for  North  North- 
amptonshire on  this  point.     I  thought  I 
heard  him  say  that  the  Amendment  on  the 
Address  raised  this  question.     Now*  I  am 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House  whether 
those   who  moved,   and  those  who  sup- 
ported, the  Amendment,  did  not  ^tinctlj 
state  that  no    person  who  yoted  for  it 
pledged  themselves  in  the  least  to  the  re- 
versal of  our  past  policy,  bat  that  it  wii 
merely  a  question  whether  sympathj  shoold 
be  expressed  by  tho  House  for  agricoltQnl 
distress.     Well,  if  this  be  so,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  made  this  Motion,  and  my 
hon.  Friend  who  spoke  last,  are  not  justi- 
fied in  taking  the  division  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Address  as  concliuiye  with 
respect  to  the  question  of  policj ;  and  I 
say,  in  fairness  to  the  House,  to  ihe  conn- 
try,  and  to  practical  discussion  in  reference 
to  the  fixed  policy  of  Parliament,  not  a 
moment  should  be  lost  bj  Gentlemen  enter- 
taining those  opinions,  who  think  the  pre- 
sent policy  fatal  and  dangerona  in  the  last 
degree  to  the  interests  thej  represent^  in 
bringing  the  question  distinctly  b^re  the 
House.   How  are  we  now  debating  it?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  brings  forward  a  Motion 
respecting  the  future  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, and  affecting  its  fiscal  propertr.    We 
are  invited  to  take  this  step  bj  toe  hon. 
Gentleman,  while  he  tells  yon  it  is  not  the 
step  he  would  prefer  as  most  expedient  and 
useful,  and  still,  while  he  informs  yon  it  ii 
the  course  he  should  least  prefer,  he  presiei 
it  on  you  in  an  imperfect  state,  and  doei 
not  state  what  are  his  ulterior  objects,  or 
what  is  that  extended  policy  wnidi  he 
would  more  readily  adopt.     I  cannot^  Sir, 
hesitate  one  moment  as  to  the  course  I 
shall  take  on  this  view  of  the  caae.    Bat  I 
should  argue  it  very  imperfectly  if  I  wers 
to  stop  here.     Let  us  suppose  we  adopt 
this  Motion.     It  is  certainly  a  very  clever 
device,  and  in  itself  is  not  unfiair.    But 
what  would  you  do  if  yon  consented  to  it! 
You  would  go  into  Committee,  and  then, 
when  you  did  so,  the  forms  of  this  Hooie 
would  preclude  the  hon.  Gentleman  froB 
moving  any  resolution  of  an  operative  or 
effective  character  to  transfer  local  bniden . 
to  the  Consolidated  Fund.     Without  the 
consent  of  the  Crown  no  snch  Motion  ii 
possible.     The  hon.  Gentleman  can  only 
move  a  resolution  of  opinion,  and  such  a 
resolution   of    opinion   might  aa  well  be 
moved  in  full    House  as  in   Committee. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  party  tactics,  there  ii 
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,  land.    1  think 
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if  ardda  vioA  v3  be  admittedly  I  lUnk, 
?A  mosiisiBe  BOS  oalf  die  hnnble  OBfatiy 
'-}>i:  uo  cae  Beens  of  mbciatCBee  if  tht 
^ab«Hxriii^  x\%WM^  Im  '■liny  this  tCBB,  I 
*ta  Boc  dimv  ai^  StUamt&om,  Iwjteimi  ^ 

iuMtDd 

I  MBtad 

the  imereBl  of  an  thcM  dessat  ii  idn- 

and  I  haTe  alwajs— althoa^  I  am 

rfclVftf  hA-»  fai>,n  i  1  p«r  cftts.  >'oVr.  when  hardly  aUav  mjwif  to  refer  to  tin*  poiit, 
1  mention  HcotlifM.  a  caae  of  equity  pre-  •  which  is  more  or  leas  painloi  from  pairtn- 
%0iUtk\W'\t  There  exU;4  th^r^  what  the  eoUeetioiis — bat, aa  a  ccwmliy  gentlanaa,! 
}iorj.  Oontleman  now  deiires  to  inm>dace  hare  always  urged  iqMDH  tbe  elaaa  |o  vUdi 
int/>  Kn^Iand.  I  '•ay  introduce,  hecaoae ;  I  belong,  the  great  impolicy  of  pnnvnf 
i\iii  rating  of  stock  in  trade  has  cerer  been  !  their  intereata  aa  a  daaa  apart  hvm  Of 
carrif^l  into  effect.     I  say  that  in  Scotland  |  interest  of  the  entue  commimitj.     I  hara 


a  kyfttcm  of  rating  means  and  snbatance 
does  exist,  and  in  some  populous  and  large 
districts  twi.      [Sir   J.    Ttreix  :    Hear, 


always  told  them,  and  I  tell  tiiem  n«w, 
that,  as  a  class  with  the  eommimity  at  oar 
back,  we  are  irresistible,  and  thai  then  i| 


hear  !  J     The    hon.    Member    for   North  no  point,  either  of  equity,  jnatiee*  or  polief  , 
KsHcz  cheers  that.     What  will  those  who   which  we  cannot  force  npon  any  Qor^nr 


an:  already  rated  upon  means  and  substance 
say  when  they  are  called  upon,  in  the  shape 
of  general  taxation,  to  contribute  to  the 
diminution  of  the  English  poor-rate  ?  That 
is  a  case  of  equity  and  justice.     But  these 
are  of  minor  importance.     The  great  ques- 
tion which  presents  itself  is,  will  you  con- 
sent ti)  a  reversal  of  your  recent  policy  in 
rospect  to   taxation;    and  will  you  again 
tako  a  largo  portion  of  the  burdens  now 
roHting  ui)on  property,  and  place  it  upon 
labour  and  industry  ?  That  is  the  real  ques- 
tion, and  it  is  a  question  of  vital  impor- 
tance.    Viewing  it  as  a  question  of  equity 
and  justice,  as  a  country  gentleman,  whose 
interests,  perhaps,  lio  on  the  other  side,  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
that  there  is  neither  equity  nor  justice  in 
such  a  principle.     If  the  House  will  bear 
with  uio,  I  will  not  trouble  them  with  many 
details  while  I  mention  one  fact.    I  think  it 
has  boon  donionstrated  practically  that  we 
bavo  proceeded  as  far,  not  only  as  it  is 
safe  but  as  it  is  possible  with  profit  to  pro- 
ceoil,  in  indirect  taxation  affecting  the  com- 


ment ;  bat  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  wt 
as  a  class  pursue  our  ezolnsiTe  intfwts  s$ 
the  expense  of  the  general  intereato  of  As 
community,  we  are  altogeth^  powoHaih 
and  our  overthrow  is  certain.  I  wW  iDa^ 
trate  this.  I  have  alwaya  oontenM,  simI 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  W#nnoMiin 
will  agree  with  me,  that  the  nioit  inpio- 
vident  bargain  that  could  have  been  msde^ 
was  that  which  the  landlords  miide  ia 
1819,  when,  in  consideration  qf  an  anla- 
sive  com  law,  which  gave  then)  tha  nIp 
possession  of  the  home  market  up  tff  fiOv* 
per  quarter,  they  consented  to  the  leslon* 
tion  of  a  depreciated  standard  of  vahe-r 
a  standard  which  had  been  dgwedaM 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Th«t  Ast 
was  a  most  unwise  and  impnnrid^  W> 
gain  I  thought  then,  and  I  tUnk  io  aov. 
They  are  i^ut  to  pursue  their  dcM  in- 
terests again  by  asking  for  th^  zwmMi- 
tion  of  the  com  lawa,  in  the  va^^ope 
of  advancing  the  value  of  their  pnpwtf 
at  the  expense  of,  and  in  OMOMtiun  to, 
the  entire  community.     Lot  tkom  \m  ot 

their  guard.     The  danger  of  iSm  enori- 

,  •    .     .1   •  •   ■  .1-1 


munity.     This  was  demonstrated  when  the 

riijht  lion.  Gentleman,  at  present  First  Lord  I  ment  is  great — their 

of  the  Admiralty,  came  forward  in  1841  !  I  will  retum  to  the  €sct  I  ma  iboet  ts 

and  imposed  an  additional  per  oentage  on  bring  before  your  notice,  tkatft  aftar  aB  S« 

the  customs  and  excise,  as  well  as  on  the  efforts  to  rdieve  the  woihi^ 

assosscHl  faxes.     That  addition  was  not  the  weight  of  taxation,  these 

larv>My  romunorafive;  and  since  that  time,  a  tax  upon  the  foBowiB^ 

with  the  full  approbation  of  all  parties  in  begin  with  timW  and 

th;s  House,  iho  income  tax  has  Ivon  re-  their  humble  dwrifiz:|>  are 

TiTV\;.  £:;.!  a  larire  ro%l notion  made  in  the  ter  and  cheese,  w^h.  afber 
a....  M..4   >. .   ...u.rv^i  4A\zi«.k...      c*4...«  «t  t  ta? 
K''  ;-.:>:,     i-i:  '.::o  or...  tt;o  a?:cn:::n  o:  ;io 
Uccs^  to  ;he  :.4*:t  wb.:oh  s:r;kcs  luo  as  r>?- 
I  will  nL\bd  10  u;e  Uv.:^^  a  list 
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inents  to  tbeir  humble  and  indifferent  fare. 
Thps^  are  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  molasses, 
currants,  and  raisins.  There  remain  four 
articles  of  the  character  of  narcotics  and 
stiipiiliuits,  by  the  help  of  which  they  seek 
tQ  ol^taii^  a  flhort  ohlivion  of  their  sorrows 
aii4  their  cares.  These  are,  tobacco,  spi- 
ritoy  British  and  foreign,  and  malt,  the 
stifiple  qf  their  beer.  Are  these  articles 
mrairly  selected  ?  I  think  you  will  admit 
ibpy  ftro  Qot.  Well,  what  is  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  levied  on  these  articles,  al- 
most the  necessaries  of  humble  life  ?  They 
imi^oifnt  to  more  than  the  interest  of  the 
entire  national  debt,  namely,  to  upwards  of 
3l|000,000I.  Now,  I  ask,  is  there  justice 
or  ^uity  in  transferring  existing  burdens 
fyofk  realised  property  to  the  shoulders  of 
the  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  rural 
Iflxiiir^ES  ?  But  is  the  burden  of  the  poor- 
nt^  which  affects  the  land,  a  progressive 
b^en?  Is  it  not  the  fact,  that  in  1813 
ihf^  charge  per  head  was  12s.  Sd,,  and 
that  it  has  now  fallen  to  65.  6d,  ?  But  it 
VMkJ  l>i  said  that  the  currency  entered  into 
thu  difference  of  amount ;  that  it  is  nomi- 
i|aiy  not  real ;  that  the  128.  Sd.  was  paid 
in  a  depreciated  currency;  and  that  the 
6f.  $d.  18  paid  in  a  currency  fully  appreci- 
ated. But  is  it  not  also  a  fact,  that  the 
T§l|fe  of  real  property  brought  to  charge 
in  a  depreciated  currency  was,  in  1813, 
^1^00Q,000{. ;  and  that  in  1844  it  had 
papa  to  85,000,000^. :  and  that  in  1848 
it  ))a4  risen  ^  high  as  91,000,000^.  in 
jaonf^ej  of  standard  value  ?  Nor  is  that 
ftl.  There  is  the  remarkable  fact,  that 
ibe  proportion  pf  taxation  borne  by  land 
#f  contradistinguished  from  other  real- 
ised property  —  such  as  canals,  docks, 
Haannractories,  warehouses,  railroads,  &c., 
taklDff  the  entire  of  England,  was  in  the 
yey  1826  Qd  per  cent,  and  other  realised 
property  31.  In  1841  the  burden  on  land 
fM^  diminished  from  69  per  cent  to  52, 
f|i|4  the  burden  on  other  property  had  risen 
to  48,  and  in  1849  the  burden  on  lapd  bad 
f^llifSii  to  4^  per  cent,  and  the  burden  on 
c^^r  property  had  risen  to  55.  Such  is 
f^  Iftate  of  matters  as  regards  the  whole 
ff  Englfpd.  It  may  be  said  that  this 
proportion  is  not  true  as  between  parish 
mf  pacish,  I  pan  confidently  state  that 
n  IS.  Go  into  any  parish  and  you  will 
pn4  ^bflt  from  the  difficulty  of  its  assess- 
fifent  the  land  is  not  rated  up  to  its  real 
filae,  wlule  pther  property  is  rated  up 
to  its  laat  shilling.  What  do  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen say  to  the  case  of  railroads  ?    This 

P9^{f  F#*  Y®^  A^^J  pu^  ^y  ^^  ^^^*  H^^' 


her  for  Manchester  the  other  eYening^ 
when  he  stated  that  in  3,000  parishes 
traversed  by  railroads,  out  of  an  outlay  of 
800,0002.  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  the  sum  of  250y000{.  was  con? 
tributed  by  railroads.  Nor  does  the  fact 
stop  there  ;  the  railroads  ara  rated  to 
every  other  local  rate— to  the  highway 
rate,  and  even,  I  believe,  to  the  church 
rate  ;  and  while  they  add  nothing  to  the 
burdens  of  the  land  by  introducing  pan* 
pers,  they  tend  to  alleviate  them  by  the 
employment  of  labour  and  the  outlay  of 
capital.  I  say,  then,  that  on  the  prin- 
ciples  of  common  prudence,  it  is  not  your 
interest  to  raise  this  question.  I  say,  that 
your  local  burdens  arc  becoming  lighter ) 
and  if  yoi;  would  only  leave  the  incidenc^ 
where  it  is,  you  will  find  that  it  is  the 
course  of  prudence  to  let  well  alone,  t 
have  said  I  do  not  deny  that  at  the  pre« 
sent  moment  the  landed  interest  is  labpurr 
ing  under  difficulties.  It  has  been  asked 
what  are  the  prices  we  expect  to  see  re-; 
alised  for  corn.  Allow  me  fo  recall  to 
your  recollection  some  circumstances  whipH 
I  have  seen  in  the  course  of  my  poli? 
tical  life.  I  rem  cipher  presiding  pver 
a  Committee  in  1833  which  had  for  itf 
object  to  inquire  into  agricultural  distress. 
Wo  had  then  the  sliding-scale,  which  t 
believed  was  the  mainstay  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  agricultural  interest.  I  pre- 
sided, as  I  have  said,  over  that  CommitteOi 
and  I  drew  up  the  report  in  conformity 
with  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  pom^p 
mittee,  which  consisted  of  some  of  the 
ablest  Members  of  the  House;  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Surrey  will  admit 
there  was  some  ability  in  the  Goinmittee 
when  I  mention  that  one  of  its  member^ 
was  the  late  Alexander  Banng.  Well,  i^ 
that  report  the  affrioultural  interest  w^ 
described  as  being  m  the  most  melancholy 
condition.  It  wa^  stated  that  the  capit^ 
of  the  yeoman  and  of  the  farmer  was  ra^ 
pidly  decreasing ;  and  that  the  landlord 
was  little  better  than  the  steward  of 
the  annuitant,  and  the  mortgagee  on  big 
estate.  And  that  was  under  tho  full 
operation  of  protection.  Two  years  after, 
in  1835,  the  price  of  wheat  was,  for 
several  weeks,  at  an  average  pf  36f^ 
per  quarter,  being  a  lower  average  than 
has  yet  occurred  under  the  full  operation  of 
free  trade.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House  I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  Lord  Dacre  to  Lord  Cloucurry,  which 
I  find  in  the  memoirs  of  the  latter  noble 
Lord,  describing  the  condition  of  the  agri- 
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cultural  interest.      It  is   dated  Feb.  26, 
1834 :— 

"  Our  poor  country  is  in  a  lamentable  condition. 
We  are  less  clamorous  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
but  our  condition  is  most  alarming.  Our  distress 
— the  agricultural  interest — ^is  unbounded.  All 
this  is  the  result  of  a  long  course  of  bad  govem- 
ment.  I  know  that  the  Government  is  influenced 
by  an  honest  desire  to  mitigate  our  evils,  and  to 
remove  the  causes  ;  but  the  difSculties  that  sur- 
round them  are  the  accumulation  of  a  series  of 
errors." 

• 

I  hope  the  House  will  excuse  me  for  what 
I  am  now  going  to  mention — it  is  not  any- 
thing like  personal  vanity  which  prompts  me 
to  it,  but  1  wish  to  depose  as  a  witness  as  to 
what  can  be  done  by  local  management,  by 
local  administration,  and  by  close  attention 
to  local  burdens.  My  estates  came  under 
my  control  in  1822.  The  price  of  com 
was  then  44«.  per  quarter  under  a  duty  of 
8O5.  My  first  attention  was  directed  to 
endeavour  to  diminish  the  local  burdens. 
The  burdens  to  which  I  more  particularly 
directed  my  attention  were  the  poor-rate, 
and  the  highway  rate,  which  belong  to  the 
ordinary  class  of  local  burdens,  and  the 
county  rate,  over  which,  as  a  magistrate, 
I  thought  I  might  exercise  some  control. 
From  1822  up  to  the  present  time — my 
property  lying  principally  in  two  parishes, 
one  containing  a  manufacturing  town  of 
about  2,000  inhabitants,  not  immediately 
under  my  control — by  close  attention  to 
the  poor-rate,  aided  by  the  alteration  in 
the  poor-law,  wo  have  succeeded  in  dimi- 
nishing tho  poor-rate  35  per  cent,  the 
highway  rate  36  per  cent,  and  tho  county 
rate  of  Cumberland  40  per  cent.  Such 
has  been  the  effect  of  local  control  and 
local  administration.  Well,  what  is  the 
present  position  of  the  landed  interest? 
Although  1  admit  that  distress  exists,  1 
trust  it  will  not  be  of  that  permanent  cha- 
racter which  some  hon.  Gentlemen  near 
me  profess  to  believe  ;  and,  by  way  of  con- 
solation, allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  indications  of  great  energy  and  outlay 
of  capital  still  applied  to  the  land.  I  was 
extremely  delighted  by  seeing  in  the  an- 
nual returns  of  trade — which  are  most  sa- 
tisfactory for  other  reasons — that  the  im- 
portation of  guano,  the  best  of  artificial 
manures  for  stimulating  the  growth  of  green 
crops,  had  increased  from  72,000  tons  in 
1848,  to  83,000  in  1849.  Surely,  too,  if 
the  cultivation  of  the  land  had  ceased  to  be 
profitable,  we  should  hear  of  no  more  ap- 
plications for  enclosures.  What  is  the 
fact,  however  ?  I  find,  from  tho  report  of 
the  Enclosure    Commissioners,    that  the 


number  of  applications  of  all  kinds  to  that 
office  since  1845  has  been  498»  and  the 
number  of  acres  comprised  in  the  applica- 
tions   for     enclosure   and   conyersion   is 
273,000;  that  the  number  of  applications 
in  1849  was  129,  comprising  48,000  acres. 
Is  this,  then,  a  state  of  affairs  in  which  de- 
spair is  reasonable  ?  I  repeat,  that  I  look 
upon  this  question  as  a  qaestion  of  equity 
and  justice.     I  stand  upon  that  gronnd, 
and  I  think  it  the  right  gronnd  on  which 
to  argue  the  whole  case.    I  agree  with 
the  hon.   Member   for    Haddingtonshire, 
that  it  is  unworthy  of   the    landed  in- 
terest   to  apply    to  the   Legislature   in 
formd  pauperis,  and  to  make  an  appeal 
ad  misericordiamf  and    that   thej  most 
stand   solely  upon  the  ground  of  eqnitj 
and  justice.    Well,  let  me  ask,  are  there 
no  exemptions  enjoyed  by  the  land  ?  Tes, 
I  maintain  that  they  enjoy  most  important 
exemptions.     And,  since  we  are  upon  the 
question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation,  thoee 
exemptions  must  come  under  reriew.    I 
admit,  that  the  stamp  duty  ehaiged  upon 
the  transfer  of  property  is  Terj  onerous, 
and  ought  to  be  revised.     But  still  the 
land  is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  all 
duty  on  the  descent  of  property;  whereas, 
since  1797,   personal  property    has  paid 
60,000,000^.     The  folbwing  exempUoBs 
are  also  enjoyed :  horses  employed  in  agn- 
culture,  insurance  on  stock  and  crop,  ser- 
vants employed  in  husbandry,  bailiflfl^  tax- 
carts,  dogs  of  shepherds,  horses  drmwuig 
tax-carts,  tolls  on  lime  and  manure,  win- 
dow duty  on  farmhouses   under  20(M.  a 
year;  and,  what  should  never  be  ov^odk- 
ed,  if  the  land  tax  were  levied  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  original  law  of  William  III., 
it  would  yield  9,000,0002.  annoallj.  It  may 
be  said,  that  in  1846  I  was  a  party  to  a 
measure  for  relieving  the  landed  interest  of 
some  taxes  of  the  same  character  as  those 
referred  to  in  the  present  Motion.    I  admit 
it.     I  admit  that  we  made  a  veiy  large 
transfer — we  transferred  600,0002.  a  year 
affecting  reality — ^not  land  only,  hut  reel 
estate,  and  placed  it  on  the  national  exche- 
quer.    1  admit  that,  in  principle,  it  is  the 
same  as  the  transfer  now  proposed;  hot 
it  is  a  question  of  degree.     I  say,  that 
we  went  quite  as  far  in   that  directum 
as  was  cither  safe  or  expedient;  and,  so 
far  from  wishing  to   push    the  transfinr 
further,  I  think  that  tne  interests  of  the 
State  forbid  us  to  proceed  a  single  step 
further  in  that  direction.     And,  besides,  I 
beg  to  remind  the  House  that  the  taxes 
transferred  on  that  occasion  were  not  so 
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much  local  objects  as  national  objects.  I 
will  illustrate  this.  One  of  these  charges 
was  for  the  education  of  children  in  work- 
houses, by  undertaking,  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  that  masters  and  mistresses  should 
be  chosen,  selected  not  by  local  influence, 
but  bj  central  control,  and  in  connexion 
with  the  Committee  of  Education,  in  order 
that  the  poorest  and  most  distressed  por- 
tion of  the  community  should  be  ensured  a 
better  education.  So  also  with  respect  to 
medical  relief.  It  was  not  entirely  trans- 
ferred, but  a  moiety  of  the  charge  was  re- 
tained as  a  local  charge,  to  keep  up  a 
local  control,  ensuring  general  economy. 
Bat  1  know  of  nothing  that  so  appeals  to 
tiie  heart  of  any  right-feeling  man  as  sick- 
neM  in  combination  with  poverty;  and  if 
any  aid  from  the  State  can  in  any  case 
be  justified,  what  deseryes  more  com- 
miseration than  the  sufferings  from  ill- 
bealth  of  the  poorest  classes  ?  I  am 
sonj  to  have  detained  the  House  so 
long;  but  dissenting  altogether  from  the 

en  for  alleviating  the  burdens  of  the 
d,  on  which  wo  are  now  invited  to  enter, 
I  do  say,  consistently  with  the  great  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  contend,  and  admitting 
that  the  landed  interest  is  suffering  to  a 
eonsiderable  extent,  there  are  reliefs  which 
I  think  they  are  fairly  entitled  to  ask  for 
-*I  allude  particularly  to  the  duties  upon 
bricks  and  timber.  In  the  sanitary  ar- 
ntngements  which  are  in  progress,  great 
importance  is  attached  to  a  good  construc- 
tion of  buildings;  but  the  moment  an  out- 
lay 18  made  in  that  direction,  it  is  at  once 
checked  by  the  duty  on  bricks.  Then, 
with  respect  to  timber,  when  the  present 
timber  duties  were  regulated,  the  naviga- 
tion laws  were  in  force,  and  we  had  not 
emancipated  our  colonies  from  the  fetters 
of  restricted  trade.  Measures  have  lately 
been  carried,  opening  to  the  colonics  the 
^iommerce  of  tne  world,  and  I  think  the 
ftihipowners  have  now  a  great  claim  to  a 
redaction  of  the  duty  on  timber.  But,  do 
I  think  the  North  American  colonics  en- 
titled to  a  discriminating  duty  in  their  fa- 
Voiir  ?  I  do  not.  I  do  not  think  that,  in 
ihe  altered  circumstances  in  which  they 
how  atand,  they  have  any  claim  to  it.  I 
am  sure  I  only  express  the  feeling  of  the 
Honae  when  I  say  that  it  is  grievous  to  be 
debating  this  question  in  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Bzchequer,  whose  illness  I  deplore,  be- 
teoie  he  would  be  able  to  throw  much  new 
Bght  on  the  subject.  But  I  must  say  we 
«^^t  not  to  forget  that  the  income  tax 


expires  in  1851,  and  I  am  unwilling  hastily 
to  rush  in  and  sweep  away  the  surplus 
revenue  now  waiting  that  discussion.  We 
will  be  better  able  to  take  a  practical  and 
enlarged  view  of  our  taxation  next  year, 
when  the  income  tax  expires;  and,  if  it 
should  be  thought  to  be  expedient  to  re- 
impose  that  tax,  I  will  certainly  put  in 
a  strong  claim  on  behalf  of  the  landed 
interest  for  an  alteration  of  the  terms 
on  which  they  are  assessed  to  that  tax. 
With  regard  to  Schedule  A  of  the  income 
tax,  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  say 
that  it  is  fair  to  tax  the  landlord  on  his 
gross  rental  without  making  allowance  for 
the  course  of  management  and  repairs; 
and  the  arbitrary  assessment  in  Schedule 
B  of  the  tenant's  profits,  which,  on  farms 
above  300Z.  a  year,  are  estimated  at  one- 
half  of  the  rent,  is  still  more  indefensible. 
Lot  us,  however,  first  of  all  economise 
the  expenditure  of  the  country,  and  then 
turn  our  attention  to  the  exemptions  claim- 
ed by  the  landed  interest.  With  respect 
to  the  Law  of  Settlement,  I  believe  the 
question  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  be  discussed  in  this  House,  for 
I  coincide  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Adam  Smith,  **  that  there  is  not  a  labour- 
ing man  in  the  community  who  has  not 
felt  the  Law  of  Settlement,  at  some  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  to  be  injurious  to  his 
interest."  I  am  sure  if  we  wish  to  re- 
distribute and  equalise  the  burden  of  the 
poor-law,  we  cannot  do  so  effectively  with- 
out revising  the  Law  of  Settlement.  There 
are  1 4,000  parishes  maintaining  their  own 
poor.  There  are  680  unions.  By  the  in- 
troduction of  a  union  settlement,  a  great 
change  would  be  effected;  the  circles  in 
which  labour  truly  circulates  would  be  en- 
larged in  the  proportion  of  unions  to  pa- 
rishes. But  to  return  to  the  condition  of  the 
country,  I  must  ask  whether,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  landed  interest,  the  country 
is  not  in  a  better  condition  at  present  than 
it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Northamptonshire  has 
invited  us  to-night  to  the  discussion  of  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  think 
a  more  opportune  moment  for  the  discus- 
sion will  arise  during  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  for  making  a  loan,  if,  indeed,  it  be  a 
loan,  and  not  a  grant,  of  300,000^.  to 
that  country.  I  made  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  Ireland,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
Ireland,  can  you  say  what  is  the  condition 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this 
country  ?  I  will  speak  of  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood.     I  have    resided,  ever    since 
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Parliament  last  rose,  upon  my  estate,  and 
I  am  conversant  with  the  condition  of 
the  population  of  Cumberland.  In  that 
county  there  has  been  no  reduction  of 
wages.  I  say  nothing  of  my  own  estate; 
shame  might  deter  a  gentleman  from  re- 
ducing the  wages  of  his  labourers.  But  I 
speak  of  the  farmer,  of  the  occupiers  of 
land,  and  the  employer  of  agricultural  la- 
bour, and  I  say  that,  generally  speaking, 
there  has  been  no  reduction  of  wages. 
What,  then,  has  been  the  condition  of  the 
ploughman  and  of  other  agricultural  la- 
bourers ?  There  has  been  no  reduction  in 
the  wages  of  that  class,  while  the  price  of 
all  the  articles  which  form  the  necessaries 
of  life  has  been  greatly  reduced.  I  say 
positively  that  I  never  remember  a  period 
when  so  much  happiness  and  contentment 
prevailed  among  the  working  classes  of  the 
country  as  at  the  present  moment.  Now, 
I  ask  you,  will  you  disturb  this  happy 
state  ?  Is  it  prudent  to  disturb  it  ?  Don  t 
oonfine  your  views — ^you,  the  Legislature  of 
onQof  the  greatest  countries  in  the  world — 
to  that  which  is  passing  immediately  under 
your  own  eye.  Look  abroad  and  see  what 
is  stirring  elsewhere.  I  was  sorry  the  other 
night  to  hear  a  man  of  genius,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Surrey,  carried  away  by 
his  warm  feelings  into  an  expression  of 
animosity  against  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  classes  of  the  community.  I 
grieve  to  hear  such  expressions  of  animosity 
against  particular  classes.  I  wish  to  see 
them  all  united,  happy,  and  contented. 
4>nd  I  must  say  that  the  policy  I  have 
adopted,  with  an  earnest  and  sincere  desire 
to  do  what  I  thought  right  and  just  tp  all 
classes,  is,  I  believe  in  my  heart  and  con- 
science, most  conducive  to  the  true  welfare 
of  tbo  landed  interest  of  this  country.  If 
the  House  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  mo- 
ments longer,  I  will  read  a  short  statement 
which  refers  to  a  city  which  is  next  in 
point  of  size  to  this  great  metropolis — I 
mean  the  city  of  Glasgow.  It  occurs  in 
the  sanitary  report  to  the  town  council  of 
that  city,  and  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
the  liouse  to  this  report.     It  says — 

"  I  oaoDOt  help  calling  attention  to  tho  altered 
position  in  which  Glasgow  is  now  to  that  in  which  it 
was  placed  a  twelvemonth  ago.  At  that  period  we 
wcro  suffering  under  the  ravages  and  tho  fears  of  a 
dreadful  distemper,  with  trade  not  yet  recovered 
from  tho  shock  of  the  monetary  crisis,  and  the 
working  clashes  still  only  partially  employed.  At 
tho  present  moment  the  city  is  free  from  any  great 
epidemic — with  trado  and  confidence  restored — 
with  money  cheap  and  provisions  low — with  the 
merobant  and  manufiicturer  full  of  hope,  and  the 


!  working  man  full  of  employment ;  and  whan  m 
add  to  these  facts  the  Inferences  which  ipay  be 

\  gathered  from  the  tables  before  us,  vii.,  diminith- 
ing  pauper  funerals,  and  diminishing  mortalitj, 
and  increased  marriages,  coupled  with  the  knowr 
ledge  of  monthly  increasing  customs'  dotiei,  in» 
creasing  harbour  dues,  and  (Ominishing  paaperimiy 
it  requires  but  little  prophetic  power  to  predm 
that  ere  another  year  has  closed  the  figure  of  oar 
city  mortality  will  then  indicate  a  leM  dMdlj  lo- 
cality." 

Such  are  the  present  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  Glasgow,  a  city  second  only  in  im- 
portance to  the  metropolis.  Sir,  I  am 
aware  how  dangerous  it  is  to  venti|re  on 
prophecy  in  this  House,  but  still  I  hare  a 
confident  belief  that  it  is  imp<H(8ible  that  ^tt^ 
revenue  of  this  country  can  be  improved, 
resting  on  a  solid  foundation — that  the 
commercial  classes  should  prosper — ^tha^ 
the  manufacturing  classes  should  be  fully 
employed — that  the  prosperity  shquld  b^ 
general,  saving  only  the  landed  interest-^ 
I  repeat  that  I  cannot  believe  that  perma- 
nently or  for  a  long  time  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  soil  will  be  excluded  ftOB^ 
participation  in  the  national  welfare.  I 
thank  the  House  for  the  patience  witlj 
which  they  have  heard  me.  I  hare 
sufficiently  indicated  the  reasons  irhieb 
are  to  my  mind  conclusive  against  advan- 
cing in  the  direction  and  taking  the  stpp 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  and  t  piui* 
not  hesitate  in  giving  a  decided  neg^tiTp  tq 
his  Motion. 

Mb.  Gladstone;  said,  that  oonc1|^ 

ring  cordially,  as  ho  did,  with  his  rigjif 
hon.  Friend  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House  in  the  general  opinioqs  he  had  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  the  effect  of  our 
commercial  policy,  and  havinff  unifoqiilj 
voted  with  him  since  the  dissolution  of  ibn 
late  Government  on  every  important  QQoa^ 
tion  affecting  the  trade  and  internal  eco^ 
nomy  of  the  country,  and  attaching,  aa  )ia 
did,  the  greatest  weight  to  the  authority  of 
his  opinion,  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  oini 
to  state  briefly  to  the  House  the  grounds 
of  the  vote  he  intended  to  give,  inasQ^ueh 
as  on  the  present  occasion  that  vote  woul4 
be  different  from  the  vote  given  bj  hU 
right  hon.  Friend.  He  felt  the  moreboiynd 
to  state  his  reasons,  because  ho  thoug^^ 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend,  in  the  course 
he  intended  to  take,  appeared  to  be  piainij 
governed,  not  by  that  which  was  in  the 
Motion  now  before  the  House,  but  by  thai 
which  was  not  in  the  Motion.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  had  taken  the  course  whick 
was  usually  effectively  taken  ifi  tlu^t  Ho^^ 
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i^nd  had  contrived,  in  the  course  of  his 
ahle  speech,  to  give  an  elaborate  picture 
of  all  the  successive  propositions  which 
might  be  expected  to  come  in  the  rear  of 
the  proposal  now  before  the  House,  the 
adoption  of  which  would  follow  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence  fh)m  the  success  of  the 
Motion  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire.  He  said  that  his  objec- 
tions to  the  Motion  were  threefold^ — that  its 
adoption  would  be  followed  by  a  change  of 
Administration.by  atransfer  of  1 8,000,0002. 
to  the  Consolidated  Fund  ;  and,  thirdly, 
by  a  reversal  of  the  policy  of  free  trade. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Gladstone)  must  confess  that 
he  saw  neither  one  nor  the  other  of  these 
results  as  necessarily  following  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Motion  before  the  House.  With 
respect  to  the  change  of  Administration, 
that,  he  submitted,  was  a  topic  which 
ought  not  to  exercise  a  paramount  influ- 
ence in  that  House  on  occasions  when  they 
were  discussing  claims  which  were  raised 
as  claims  of  justice  to  a  great  portion  of 
their  fellow-subjects.  But,  if  hq  had 
ngbtly  construed  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  the  other  night, 
he  had  not  understood  that  this  was  the 
ffround  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told 
the  House,  that  when  the  financial  state- 
meat  of  the  year  was  produced,  it  would 
be  open  to  the  Government  to  consider 
each  of  the  proposals  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  on  its  merits, 
and  that  hon.  Gentleman  might  vote  against 
the  hon.  Member's  propositions  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  and  might  afterwards,  with 
perfect  consistency,  when  the  financial 
statement  was  before  the  House,  discuss 
the  policy  of  the  hon.  Member's  several 
proposals.  Well,  with  regard  to  the  trans- 
fer of  18,000,0001.  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
ioT  Ripon  said  that  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  referred 
to  a  small  portion  of  the  poor-rate,  the 
highway  rate,  and  the  county  rate.  But, 
did  his  right  hon.  Friend  intend  to  say 
that,  in  voting  for  this  Motion,  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  would  pommit  himself  to 
any  one  of  the  ulterior  measures  which  it 
might  be  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buckmghamshire  to  propose  ?  What 
was  this  practice  of  alarming  the  House 
with  threats  and  hints  of  ulterior  measures 
— a  practice  which  was  used  alternately  by 
each  side  in  that  House  ?  When  a  Par- 
liamentary measure  of  reform  vaa  pro- 
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posed,  the  fairness  of  the  measure  was  ad-» 
mitted,  but  it  was  said,  **  look  to  the  ul« 
tenor  measures  of  the  parties  who  bring  it 
forward."  In  like  manner,  when  dissent- 
ing persons  advocated  some  measure  affect? 
ing  the  Established  Church,  the  parties 
who  resisted  it  always  menace  tou  with 
the  ulterior  measures,  which  they  said 
would  be  sure  to  follow,  for  the  destruction 
of  the  Established  Church.  And  what 
were  the  answers  which  he  had  heard 
made,  and  very  forcibly  and  truly  made, 
by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go* 
vemroent,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite^ 
to  these  assertions  ?  They  said  tnat  il 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider  the 
proposition  on  its  own  merits,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  withhold  what  was  jusi 
and  reasonable  because  it  might  be  foU 
lowed — nay,  even  if  it  were  declared  that 
it  would  be  followed — by  proposals  which 
they  might  consider  unjust  and  unreason- 
able.  With  respect  to  the  third  objectioi^ 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  Motion 
now  before  the  House  would,  if  carried, 
tend  to  a  reversal  of  free-trade  policy — 

Sib  J.  GRAHAM :  If  I  unguardedly 
used  such  an  expression,  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  do  so.  What  I  said  referred  to 
the  relief  of  the  labouring  classes  from  the 
great  burden  of  taxation,  and  transferring 
that  burden  in  part  to  the  general  revenue 
of  the  country. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  was  happy  that  he 
had  enabled  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  state 
that  the  expression  he  had  used  was  an 
accidental  phrase  which  did  not  altogether 
express  what  he  felt,  because  if  he  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  saw  in  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House  the  reversal  of  the  policy  of 
free  trade,  he  should  join  with  his  right  hon. 
Friend  in  offering  the  firmest  resistance 
to  such  a  course.  He  confessed  that  his 
view  of  this  case  was  so  weak,  so  mean* 
and  so  narrow,  that  he  was  almost  ashamed 
to  present  it  to  the  House  after  the  gi- 
gantic picture  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  drawn.  But  ho  did  not  consider  he 
was  giving  up  his  discretion,  nor  that  he 
was  binding  that  discretion,  by  voting  for 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  announced  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  What  he  understood 
to  be  the  purport  of  the  Motion,  and  what 
he  pledged  himself  to,  was  this  : — The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire urged  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  charges  con- 
nected with  the  poor-law  which  might 
be  transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
without  detractbj;  frqm  the  adrantagea 
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tiua  jI  vriiL-ri  ■▼aa  ^iiiv  i  lUf^tiLn  ir  ie- 
gnjtr,  'ji  loiicv.  luii  >T  ^r^deIlce.  Ho  iUTj- 
purtL-«i  tiie  M'fUoa.  jecaiue  ht-  '.liou^rhc 
there  was  5<jm«  •.'fjnnexiun  '7etw^»?n  lae 
prestiui  Motiua  and  :he  podcv  Tiiicii  the 
IIouMi  bad  r^:ct:uciy  ddiiDted:  and  :hac  che 
aduptiuir  lit  che  r)n.'=ouc  Mijcion  would  hare 
a  teiidtiucv  10  weaken  che  air  cation  tor  the 
rescuraiiun  of  ppjtection.  It  there  were 
reason  and  juacice  in  the  proposal  it^If,  as  ' 
he  chou;;j:ht  there  was.  he  was  of  opinion  i 
that  acceding:  to  it  would  hare  a  tendency 
to  draw  otf  from  the  agitation  for  the  res-  i 
toratiou  of  protection  all  those  persona  who  , 
were  moderate  in  their  news  and  less  ap-  j 
prehensive  of  ruin  from  the  repeal  of  the 
corn  laws.  He  thought,  thus,  that  there 
was  a  connexion  between  the  two  proposals 
which  was  fatal  to  the  revival  of  protec- 
tion; because  tlie  Uouse  would  observe  that 
what  they  gave  to  the  farmer  or  to  the 
landed  interest  was,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  so  much  de- 
ducteii  from  the  items  of  the  claims  of  the 
County  Bill  which  his  noble  Friend  the 
MombiT  for  Colchester  said,  his  Friends 
wore  AlH>ut  to  lay  before  the  House.  This 
was  not  all  that  their  argument  demanded, 
but  it  was  a  part;  and  the  concession  of 
that  part  would  at  least  have  some  ten- 
dency to  diminish  the  fervour  and  force  of 
the  demand  made  upon  the  House.  He  | 
should,  thou,  voto  for  this  Motion  on  the  j 

Exiund  that   his   right  hon.    Friend   the  = 
ember  for  llipon  had  declared  that  he  ' 
would  resist  it.     He  would  vote  for  it  on  ■ 
ground  of  its  justice.     It  was  impos- ' 
I  to  look  at  the  nature  of  the  tax  for 
Mip|H>rt  of  the   poor,   without  being 
bj  Uie  inequality  of  its  incidence. . 


I:  ▼'15  Tie  "iias  no  ax  eoold  be  exactly 
ri  -ju  s  la  iperanoiu  jec  when  ihej  looked 
Ji  -::e  ^nerru  ixpeaSxare  of  the  country, 
L^;*  ::i:ric  nuhy  insider  against  one  tax 
-utr  :'jmnfen*arnig  qosEties  ^  another.  Bat 
-zie  p«iur-7ace  tos  a  cax  levied  for  ft  special 
T'*rinsn.  ind  -vbas  was  it  ?  It  was  the  es- 
i^Tiruks.  fbaczre  n  poiice  connected  with  the 
>)i'r.  irni  also  an  essential  obligation  en- 
luP!^  ipun  US  QT  oar  n^igion.  The  main- 
'UfsaoL-e  }f  zne  ptx}r  had  been  recognised, 
lot  ]n;T  by  the  dictates  of  political  pm- 
lenoe  bac  as  che  fulfilment  of  a  religions 
iucr:  lod  If  K»,  Ic  was  a  dutj  which  ap- 
iiie«i  •finally  to  all  property.  As  a  matter, 
:iier»r*.r».  of  essential  justice,  there  was 
3udiin:r  miTre  dear  than  that  it  was  de- 
sirable that  property  should  be  in  some 
nianner  made  liable  to  the  support  of  the 
poor.  Bat  they  were  met  wiUi  the  objec- 
di}a  that  ic  was  impracticable  to  lery  the 
rtkce  upon  personal  property.  So  it  was. 
Lee  them  continue  their  annual  Bill  until 
they  had  passed  a  permanent  law  recog- 
nising that  as  impracticable  which  was  im- 
practicable; and  you  put  an  end  to  all  fur- 
ther discussion  on  the  subject.  But  the 
objection  of  impracticability  did  not,  at  any 
rate,  apply  to  the  proposal  now  before  the 
House.  That  was  perfectly  practicable, 
and  if  it  were  not  free  from  imperfections, 
it  was  an  approximation  to  justice.  And 
here  he  must  say  that  he  thought  the  issne 
was  not  quite  accurately  put,  as  if  this  was 
a  question  between  property  and  labour. 
Now,  he  did  not  so  understand  it  as  a 
question  between  property  on  the  one  hand 
and  industry  on  the  other,  but  as  ft  ques- 
tion between  certain  descriptions  of  pro- 
perty. But  it  was  said  the  poor-rate  was 
a  tax  inherited  by  the  landed  interest,  and 
that  their  property  having  come  to  them 
on  this  condition  they  had  no  daim  to  be 
relieved  from  the  payment.  Well,  he  would 
take  it  that  the  landed  interest  were  asking 
to  be  relieved  from  this  burden.  What  they 
were  really  asking  at  present  was  only  to 
be  relieved  from  a  small  portion  of  it.  And 
how  did  the  matter  rest  with  respect  to 
their  inheritance  ?  They  did  inherit  poor- 
rates  with  their  bud.  but  thej  also  in- 
herited with  it  a  protective  system,  which 
had  given  to  this  property  an  artificial 
value— a  svstem  which  he  admitted  wmi 
as  contrarr  to  abs«ncc  jostiee  aa  the  in- 
ex}uality  of  the  isctdencs  of  the  poor-rate, 
and  whic*?..  on  the  groand  of  this  protective 
system  beis^  th»  cvMicrarr  to  ahstraet  jus- 
tice, the  Hoc$4e  biid  eamaalij  dentioyed. 
If  the  laad  ad  mae  iht  hmdeii  of  the 
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poor-rate  in  connexion  with  other  advan- 
tages which  compensated,  and  more  than 
compensated,  the  landed  interest  for  that 
burden,  thej  had  no  right  to  plead  the  in- 
heritance against  removing  the  poor-rate, 
when  the  other  compensating  system  had 
been  taken  away.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  did  not  state  this  question 
fairly,  when  he  said  that  for  the  last  forty 
years  the  landed  interest  had  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  artificial  value  given  to 
their  property  by  the  corn  law.  It  was  true 
that  the  year  immediately  preceding  1815 
was  actually  operative  in  enhancing  the 
price  of  agricultural  produce;  but  no  doubt 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  perfectly  well  aware 
that  there  was  a  very  stringent  law  imme- 
diately before  the  year  1815 — a  very  high 
doty  of  somewhere  about  20«.  or  more  a 
quarter  applied  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
eom  until  it  had  reached  a  price  of  sixty 
aud  some  odd  shillings.  That  restrictive 
system,  which  did  give  an  artificial  value 
to  the  produce  of  the  soil,  was  a  system  of 
many  centuries  standing.  For  at  least  a 
century  and  a  half  it  had  been  a  system  of 
a  stringent  nature,  affecting  the  landed 
property  of  the  country  in  the  form  both  of 
prohibition  and  duty.  The  corn  law  being 
gone,  yon  have  no  right  to  plead  against 
this  claim,  if  it  be  a  just  claim,  the  fact 
that  it  was  inherited.  He  did  not  think 
^ftt  any  one  had  denied  that  the  relief  of 
fhe  poor  was  a  purpose  for  which,  as  far 
as  could  be  done,  all  property,  and  not 
one  description  of  property  only,  should 
be  liable.  But  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Ripon  raised  another  objection, 
aod  he  (Mr.  Gladstone)  could  but  be  sur- 
prised at  the  estimate  he  had  taken  of  the 
immediate  effects  of  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House  upon  the  landlord  and  tenant 
respectively.  Passing  by  the  case  of  the 
jeomen  and  the  small  independent  "  states- 
men"— who  nevertheless  had  peculiar 
daims  upon  the  sympathy  of  the  House, 
fmd  also  the  case  of  the  holders  of  leases, 
vlio  his  right  hon.  Friend  admitted  would 
be  benefitted  during  the  currency  of  their 
lease — ^he  came  to  the  case  of  the  tenants 
lit  win.  And  he  did  think  that  the  opin- 
ion of  his  right  hon.  Friend  would  be 
ihared  by  few  of  those  who  were  conver- 
pant,  not  only  with  the  legal,  but  also  with 
ihe  moral  and  social  relations  which  actu- 
allj  exist  between  the  English  landlord 
and  his  tenant.  He  did  not  believe  that 
in  one  case  out  of  a  hundred,  the  farmer 
^vbD  held  from  year  to  year  would  lose  the 
benefit  which  this  change  would  give  in 


consequence  of  the  landlord's  raising  his 
rent  to  a  proportionate  amount.  He  would 
grant  that  in  the  case  of  a  change  of  the 
present  occupier,  the  landlord  would  get 
the  whole,  or  a  great  portion,  of  the  bene- 
fit ;  but  that  he  would  exact  it  from  the 
tenant  farmer  now  in  actual  possession, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  did  not  believe.  The  ten- 
ant farmer  and  the  yeoman  would,  then, 
be  benefited  by  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House — the  farmer  during  the  term  of 
his  occupation  of  his  lease,  and  the  latter 
permanently.  But  suppose  he  did  not  deny 
that  all  the  benefit  of  this  transfer  would 
eventually  come  to  the  landlord.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  the  House 
reason  to  suppose  that  he  had  any  objec- 
tion to  some  such  measure  in  favour  of  the 
landlord,  because  he  advised  him,  when 
the  income  tax  was  reimposed,  to  ask,  not 
only  on  behalf  of  the  tenant,  but  also  on 
his  own  behalf — to  ask  that  the  agricul- 
tural interest  might  be  placed  upon  a  lower 
and  fairer  scale.  But  was  the  inequality 
of  the  income  tax  greater  than  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  poor-rate,  which  fell  entirely  on 
real  and  not  on  personal  property?  Or 
what  argument  could  be  urged  against 
this  measure  which  did  not  equally  apply 
to  the  demand  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  recommended  the  agricultural  interest 
to  urge  next  year?  But  there  was  this 
difference,  that  the  measure  now  proposed 
was  a  proposition  exclusive,  immediate, 
and  direct  in  its  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
the  land.  It  was  a  measure  from  which  the 
tenant  farmer  would  derive  benefit  for  a 
number  of  years  during  a  season  of  distress 
and  of  conflict  with  adversity.  What  fair 
or  rational  connexion  was  there,  for  exam- 
ple, between  the  Registration  Act  and  the 
description  of  property  which  was  made 
exclusively  liable  to  the  charge  of  carrying 
out  this  Act?  While  he  recommended  this 
measure  on  the  ground  of  justice,  he  at 
the  same  time  said  that  the  House  might 
do,  and  that  they  would  do,  all  that  was 
reasonably  asked,  without  exhausting  the 
available  means  of  the  country,  whether 
arising  from  the  surplus  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or 
from  the  retrenchments  for  whicn  he  be- 
lieved there  still  remained  abundance  of 
room.  He  would  also  say  that  there  were 
considerations  of  policy  which  ought  to 
enter  into  the  decision  of  the  present  ques- 
tion, and  which  might  have  some  influence 
with  those  who  did  not  admit  the  abstract 
justice   of  the   Motion.     His  right  hon. 
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Friend  had  described  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  great  mass  of  the  population; 
hut  he  also  stated  that  the  occupiers  of 
land  were  in  a  state  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty and  distress,  which  had  been  brought 
upon  them  bj  recent  legislation.  Now, 
looking  at  the  three  classes  of  landowners, 
occupiers,  and  labourers,  he  (Mr.  Qlad- 
stone)  freely  admitted  that  the  distress  of 
the  landowner  was  not  such  as  to  render  it 
worthy  of  that  body,  or  such  as  to  warrant 
them  in  coming  to  Parliament  for  relief. 
But  while  he  rejoiced  in  the  full  evidence 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  community  were 
in  the  enjoyment  of  at  least  an  equal  or 
more  than  an  average  share  of  comfort, 
yet  the  condition  of  the  farming  class  and 
of  the  agricultural  labourers  in  a  large 
portion  of  England,  to  say  nothing  of  Ire- 
land, was  such  as  to  demand  the  careful 
attention  and  consideration  of  that  House. 
And  if  he  spoke  of  them  as  justice,  com- 
passion^ and  prudence  prompted,  he  need 
not  wait  for  the  financial  statement  of  the 
year  in  order  to  do  so.  lie  would  say, 
then,  that  there  was  no  claim  upon  the 
House  which  derived  so  much  strength 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  present  mo- 
ment as  that  which  arose  from  the  present 
Condition  of  the  class  of  farmers,  and  the 
class  of  labourers  which  were  connected 
with  it  in  so  many  districts.  No  one 
doubted  that  agricultural  improvements 
were  proceeding,  and  it  might  be  true  that 
the  importations  of  guano  were  increasing, 
yet  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  severe  struggle  was  going  on, 
and  that  the  farmers,  as  a  class,  were 
manfully  exerting  themselves  to  meet  the 
crisis.  There  might  be  some  whose  hearts 
had  already  given  way,  who  had  prema- 
turely learnt  the  lesson  of  despondency; 
but  as  to  the  others,  they  were  engaged  in 
a  struggle  in  which  they  were  prepared  to 
spend  every  resource,  and  risk  everything 
they  possessed,  and  this  might  explain  the 
increased  importation  of  manures,  the  in- 
crease of  inclosures,  the  progress  of  agri- 
cultural improvement,  and  the  continued 
employment  of  agricultural  labour,  to  which 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  adverted.  But 
had  this  struggling  class  no  claims  upon 
the  House?  Was  it  not  fair  to  show  a 
disposition  not  only  to  use  words  of  sym- 
pathy to  this  class,  but  also  to  stretch  out 
the  helping  hand  of  encouragement  and  of 
aid?  These  men  were  the  employers  of 
labour,  and  of  whose  labour  were  they  the 
employers?  When  employment  was  slack, 
eraU  their  labourers  readily  remoyo  to  an- 


other part  of  the  eoantry  in  order  to  seek 
it  elsewhere  ?  When  his  sceustonied  oe- 
cupation  failed,  could  the  agricnlttiral  la- 
bourer turn  his  hand  to  any  oiber?  No, 
he  was  well  nigh  bound  to  the  soil,  as  well 
by  the  habits  of  his  life,  aii  by  the  condi* 
tion  of  the  law.  The  oecdpiers  of  the 
soil  were  the  employer^  of  a  deseription 
of  labourers  to  whom  it  was  idle  and 
a  mockery  to  talk  to  them  of  betak*. 
ing  themselves  to  other  employments. 
Now,  he  was  desirous  that  the  House 
should  show  a  dispositioti  to  gire  aid  aAd 
encouragement  to  the  toiantrj  and  yeo- 
manry of  the  country  in  th^  straggle  oA 
their  own  behalf,  and  on  accOont  til  the 
vast  national  interests  connected  with  main* 
taining  our  domestic  agricultare;  and  he 
was  still  more  desirous  of  this,  because  fas 
apprehended  that  the  first  effect  of  this 
despondency  would  be,  as  had  alreadr  in 
some  instances  been  shown,  a  greiit  dimi- 
nution of  the  employment  afforded  by  the 
farmer,  and  very  severe  distress  among  the 
peasantry  of  the  country.  If  he  loclksd 
at  the  case  of  that  peasantry,  how  did  Us 
right  hon.  Friend's  list  of  eleren  artides 
tell  upon  them  ?  It  was  all  very  well  to 
talk  of  the  taxes  on  bricks  and  timbe^) 
and  he  hoped  they  would  see  both  speedily 
done  away;  but  the  removal  of  the  taiM 
on  bricks  and  timber  had  no  ImniediAie 
bearing  on  the  relations  of  this  ^latt. 
Most  of  the  other  articles  he  named — ^tea, 
sugar,  molasses,  raisins,  &d.  —  he  wi^ 
afraid  the  labouring  men  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  south  and  west  of  EhgiaAdi 
seldom  indulged  in,  and  their  remissioit 
would  afford  them  a  relief  altogether  in* 
fling.  Certainly  that  relief  coold  in  no 
degree  be  compared  with  the  ad?aq|Cige 
which  they  would  derive  from  a  more  eh^er- 
ful  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  fanntttb 
increase  his  endeavours  to  improte  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil.  With  respect,  indeed, 
to  the  great  articles,  tobacco  and  malt,  hd 
was  afraid  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  $M 
himself  were  but  on  a  par,  inasmueh  at  he 
feared  neither  of  them  could  authorise  the 
reduction  of  a  single  penny  of  those  duties. 
He  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  deterred 
from  giving  a  vote  for  a  proposition  that 
was  just  in  itself,  and  which  committed 
them  to  no  details,  but  only  bound  them  io 
work  out  in  a  bond  fide  manner  a  principle 
that  was  fair  and  honest,  tie  did  not 
think  they  should  be  deterred  from  doin^ 
so  by  any  question  about  the  law  of  tteanS 
and  substance  that  might  perhaps  linger  in 
half-a-dozen  parishes  of  ScotUnd,  nor  tf 
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an  j  more  important  question  as  to  the  law 
of  rating  the  railroads,  which,  he  had  no 
doubt,  required  very  much  to  be  amended, 
nor  eren  bj  the  inequality  which,  in  the 
belief  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  would  be 
eansed  in  the  poor-rate,  more  particularly 
In  relation  to  the  tithe-owner.    Those  were 
tbtngB  connected  with  the  revision  of  the 
poor-lflw;   but  the  House  should  not  be 
drawn  aside  by  these  questions,  which  were 
independent  in  their  character,  and  none 
of  iniieh  were  prejudged  by  the  Motion, 
from  eonsidering  that  Motion  on  its  merits. 
When  he  looked  at  the  striking  descrip- 
tions of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  at  the  at- 
tempted overthrow  of  the  Ministry,  the 
transfer  of  1 8,000,0002. ,  and  various  other 
eonvnlsibns    of   the    natural    and    moral 
world  that  were  involved,  according  to  his 
tiew^  in  the  Motion,  he  must  confess  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  discuss  the  nature 
of  a  plan  so  vast,  and  in  the  very  contem- 
plation  of  which   he  was   entirely  over- 
whelmed.    But  when  he  looked  to   the 
Motioiiy  he  saw  that  which  was  true,  honest, 
and  reasonable  involved  in  it.     And  let  it 
be  reeollected  that  he  was  taking  no  share 
in  A  scheme  for  the  restoration  of  protec- 
tion,  for  he  thought  nothing  was  more 
Kkelj  to  damage   the  proposition  before 
the  House,  than  the  association  with  it  of 
a  project  of  that  nature;  but  he  certainly 
sair  no  such  formidable  consequences  in 
the  plan  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Buckinghamshire.     His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member   for   Ripon   said  he 
thought  they  had  gone  quite  far  enough  in 
ihb  transfer  of  local  taxation;   but  the 
lUKfat  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  did 
not  hold  that  language.      On   the  con- 
tnbj,  after  stating  the  financial  objections 
to  tiie  proposal,  he  distinctly  stated  that 
hh  would  be  open  to  consider,  when  the 
flnandes  of  the  year  were  before  the  House, 
whmt  other  charges  there  were  upon  the 
land  which  could  be  transferred  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  without  diminishing  or  im- 
pairing it.     So  that  when  he  (Mr.  Glad- 
attee)  compared  the  Motion  with  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the   Home 
Seeretary,   he  did  not  find  in  them  any 
diilerehoe  of  a  nature  absolutely  irrecon- 
eilablet  but  felt  that  the  difference  came  to 
be  kt  die  spirit  and  temper  with  which  they 
mate  acting.     He  thought  it  was  of  the 
kighest  importance  that  when  the  Gentle- 
men who  acted  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Btekinghamshire  had  made  a  proposition, 
Ht^Bg  «a  groondfl  of  which  they  could 


scarcely  dispute  the  abstract  justice,  some 
disposition  should  be  shown  to  encounter 
difficulties  in   detail,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  them  in  a  friendly  spint.     He 
thought  that,  independently  of  justice  or 
of  policy,  after  they  had  carried  into  ef- 
fect a  great  change  in  the  system  of  our 
commercial  laws,  the  effect  of  which,  as 
respected  particular  classes,  had  been  to 
produce  considerable  difficulty  and  distress, 
there  should  be  a  disposition  to  treat  the 
demands  of  that  class  in  a  spirit  of  liberality 
and  conciliation.     It  was  easy  to  mix  up 
the  discussion  of  this  question  with  odious 
and  offensive  topics.     He  believed  that  if 
the  tone  was  taken  of  arguing  that  this  was 
a  landlord's  measure,  and  that  it  was  for 
the  relief  of  landlords,  the  effect  of  the  dis* 
cussion  might  be  to  add  to  the  disunion 
that  already  prevailed  between  class  and 
class,  and  yet  further  to  adjourn  the  day 
when  general  harmony  should  be  restored 
among  all  the  interests  of  the  country. 
Bnt  he  trusted  that  would  not  be  the  case. 
He  trusted  something  to  that  spirit  of 
liberality  and  conciliation  which  induced 
men  to  concede  something  to  those  over 
whom  they  had  obtained  a  great  triumph. 
He  addressed  this  simply  to  those  who  had 
no  higher  motive  in  the  discussion;  but  he 
hoped  there  were  many  who  would  give 
their  support  to  the  claim  now  before  the 
House,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  based  in 
justice.     He  trusted  likewise  that  some 
who  might  not  consider  the  claim  as  ex- 
actly one  which  could  be  mathematically 
demonstrated  to  be  one  of  justice,  but  who 
regarded  it  as  a  claim  connected  with  the 
gallant  struggle  of  the  farmers  and  yeo- 
men and  with  the  independent  condition 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  peasantry  of  tho 
country — he  trusted  that  there  were  many 
such  who  would  not  hesitate  to  give  their 
support  to  a  proposition  the  reasonableness 
of  which  was,  to  his  mind,  clear  and  satis- 
factory both  in  its  substance  and  spirit. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  said,  on  the  ground 
of  justice  he  would  join  issue  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  had  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  from  the  attention  which  he 
must  have  paid  to  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, must  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion, 
that,  however  unequal  a  tax  was  in  the 
first  instance,  it  was  impossible  for  it  to 
remain  unequal.  Ho  would  now  come  to 
another  point,  which  had  been  much  relied 
upon  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  by 
other  hon.  Gentlemen.  It  was  said  that 
if  landed  property  inherited  those  charges. 
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it  inherited  them  along  with  a  protective 
dutj.  Here  again  he  must  join  issue  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen.  He  must  deny 
that  that  protection  was  an  advantage  to  the 
landowner,  and  he  must  also  deny  that  the 
removal  of  a  protective  duty  was  a  real 
disadvantage  to  the  landowner.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  hy  whom  the  dehate  had  heen 
opened  that  evening  had  asked,  what  was 
the  cause  of  the  undue  depression,  and 
why  are  prices  now  so  low  ?  That  was 
really  the  great  question  at  issue  in  the 
House,  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  would  only 
give  him  their  attention,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  give  an  explanation  on  the  suhject. 
It  was  evident,  he  thought,  that  it  would 
be  far  from  prudent  for  any  person  to  act 
on  the  present  prices.  He  would  show 
that  they  were  now  affected  by  such  acci- 
dental circumstances  that  it  would  be  the 
height  of  folly  either  in  a  landlord  or  ten- 
ant, or  in  the  Legislature,  to  act  in  conse- 
quence of  those  prices.  The  present  was 
not  the  sole  period  of  depression  they  re- 
membered; and  when  he  heard  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  relying  confidently  upon 
the  argument  that  when  the  landowners 
inherited  their  properties,  subject  to  the 
poor-laws,  they  also  inherited  the  benefits 
of  protection,  he  could  not  but  recall  to  his 
memory  the  fact  that  there  had  been 
deeper  distress  and  greater  ground  for 
alarm  on  the  part  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest under  protection,  which  it  was  said 
had  been  made  the  compensation  for  the 
poor-rate,  than  could  be  shown  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Ripon  had  referred  to  the 
year  1833,  and  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  that  year;  and  he  (Mr.  Wilson) 
would  refer  to  the  report  of  another  Com- 
mittee, which  sat  in  the  year  1836.  He 
asked  any  one  who  sat  on  that  Committee, 
or  read  the  evidence  given  before  it,  whe- 
ther there  was  anytliing  in  the  present 
time  that  in  the  slightest  degree  bore  a  re- 
semblance to  the  depth  of  depression  and 
despair  that  was  exhibited  in  the  pages  of 
that  evidence  ?  It  was  premature,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  to  lay  the  basis  of  this 
claim  upon  an  allegation  that  the  land- 
owners having  inherited  certain  charges 
upon  property,  for  those  charges  they  had 
received  a  compensation,  when  he  showed 
that  with  that  compensation  they  had  suf- 
fered greater  distress  and  depression  than 
at  the  present  moment.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  just  sat  down  had  alluded 
to  the  distress  that  he  said  existed  in  the 
000th  and  west  of  England,  and  particu- 


larly the  distress  of  the  labourers  :  having 
spent  a  portion  of  the  year  in  the  county  of 
Wiltshire,  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  could  only  say, 
that  having  seen  the  labourers  there,  he 
had  not  heard  from  any  part  of  the  north 
of  England — ^from  Manchester  or  Leeds — 
such  unequivocal  admissions  on  the  part  of 
the  agricultural  labourers,  of  the  improT- 
ing  condition  of  themselves  and  of  their 
families  in  the  present  year  as  compared 
with  this  time  two  years.  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  at  the  present  moment 
they  were  existing  under  very  exceptional 
circumstances;  and  the  fact  was,  that  the 
farmers  of  England  were  not  snffering  so 
much  in  consequence  of  the  harvest  of 
1849,  or  the  prices  consequent  upon  that 
harvest,  as  they  were  suffering  from  the 
bad  harvest  of  1848.  There  was  a  cause 
of  distress  connected  with  that  harvest 
which  few  Gentlemen  were  really  aware 
of.  Unfortunately  in  this  country  they 
had  but  very  scanty  means  of  knowing 
the  real  state  of  the  case,  or  the  state  of 
the  crops,  from  year  to  year ;  bnt»  though 
scanty,  they  had  the  means  sufficientlj  ac- 
curate to  afford  an  indication  sofficientlj 
close  for  the  purposes  which  induced  him 
to  lay  the  matter  before  the  House.  He 
begged  to  call  attention  to  the  retnins  in 
the  Gazette,  from  the  256  towns  from 
which  the  average  price  was  calculated,  to 
show  the  deficiency  of  the  harvest  of  1848. 
He  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  certain  returns  which  he  had  obtained. 
The  first  was  a  return  of  the  quantities  of 
wheat  sold  in  the  256  towns  from  which 
the  averages  were  compiled,  from  the  1st 
of  October  to  the  30th  of  Septemh^  in 
each  of  the  following  years — In  1845-1846 
it  was  5,929,788  quarters;  in  1846-1847 
it  was  4,995,518  quarters  ;  1847-1848, 
5,450,631  quarters;  1848-1849, 4,298,901 
quarters — thus  showing  a  very  great  defi- 
ciency in  the  amount  of  wheat  sold  in  1848. 
Now,  the  quantity  of  wheat  sold  at  these 
256  towns  was  supposed  to  represent  one- 
fourth  of  the  quantity  consumed  in  the 
united  kingdom.  Comparing  the  average 
yield  with  that  of  184o,  he  found  in  the 
latter  year  a  deficiency  of  4,638,000  quar- 
ters; and,  taking  the  price  at  45«.  a  quar- 
ter, the  deficiency  was  represented  oy  a 
sum  of  10,000,0002.  But  the  crop  was 
not  only  deficient  in  quantity  but  in  quality, 
and,  taking  both  together,  there  was  a  loss 
equal  to  the  sum  of  15,000,0002.  It  was 
also  found  that  in  those  parts  of  the  conn- 
try  where  the  deficiency  was  greatest,  the 
agricultural  distress  was  found  to  be  most 
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aggravated.  The  average  deficiency  for 
the  whole  country  was  20  per  cent.  It 
was,  in  Bedfordshire,  28  per  cent;  Cam- 
bridgeshire, 30  per  cent ;  Suffolk,  25  per 
cent;  Worcestershire,  33  per  cent;  Somer- 
setshire, 25  per  cent;  Wiltshire,  22  per 
eent;  Berkshire,  26  percent;  Devonshire, 
40  per  cent;  Sussex,  45  per  cent.  Now, 
a  large  amount  of  foreign  corn  had  been 
imported,  but  no  one  could  say  that  there 
liad  been  a  single  quarter  of  wheat  too 
much.  He  asked  where  were  the  stocks 
of  grain  that  now  affected  the  prices? 
Either  all  the  grain  grown  in  this  country, 
and  the  immense  quantity  imported,  had 
been  consumed,  or  there  must  be  an  cnor- 
mons  quantity  on  hand.  But,  when  the 
matter  was  looked  into,  nobody  could  say 
there  had  been,  or  was,  too  much  wheat  in 
the  oountry.  Out  of  the  quantity  imported 
there  had  gone  into  actual  consumption, 
according  to  the  returns  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  no  less  an  amount  than  5,634,000 
quarters,  leaving  only  100,000  quarters 
toat  might  be  damaged  out  of  the  enor- 
mous foreign  supply  of  last  year.  There 
was  not  a  single  quarter  of  wheat  too  much 
for  the  consumption  of  the  country;  and 
if  it  was  said  there  was,  where,  he  asked, 
was  the  stock  ?  There  was  no  unusual 
stock  in  hand  at  the  present  time;  and 
did  any  hon.  Gentleman  consider  there 
had  been  too  much  wheat  for  the  con- 
somption  of  the  country  in  the  past 
.year  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dorsetshire  stated  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  large  importation  of  wheat, 
bat  said  they  were  replacing  home-grown 
wheat  with  foreign  wheat.  Now  he  denied 
the  proposition  that  home-grown  wheat 
bad  been  displaced  by  foreign,  lie  had 
obtained  a  return  of  the  countries  from 
which  wheat  was  last  year  imported,  and 
the  quantity  from  each,  in  order  to  see 
whether  the  importation  had  taken  place 
under  circumstances  that  were  likely  to  be 
permanent.  The  House  would  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  last  year  the  highest 
importation  was  from  France,  a  country 
.  wbicb,  only  two  years  ago,  had  to  rake  the 
world  for  com  for  itself.  Another  country 
was  the  United  States,  from  which  we  had 
Teeeired  700,000  quarters  of  wheat,  though 
a  great  deal  of  it  was  on  speculation,  prc- 
Tions  to  the  opening  of  the  ports  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1849,  and  we  had  received 
little  from  America  during  the  last  two 
months.  He  found  that  the  sales  of  their 
bome-grown  wheat  coincident  with  the  sup- 
•alj  of  foreign  wheat,  since  the  last  harvest, 
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was  larger  than  in  the  previous  year.  It 
amounted  to  2,000,000  this  year,  against 
1,700,000  last  year,  and  2,000,000  the 
year  before,  lie  next  would  call  the  atten- 
tion to  the  countries  from  which  any  large 
supply  of  foreign  wheat  was  received  in 
1849.     They  had  received  : — 

Quarters. 

France      742,023 

Prussia     618,734 

United  States 617,131 

Russia      000,375 

Ha  use  Towns,  Ilostock,  and  adja- 
cent ports     408,983 

Belp^ium 366,098 

Holland    308,482 


He  would  now,  from  authentic  sources,  as- 
certain the  average  prices  in  those  coun- 
tries during  the  last  ten  years,  that  they 
might  come  to  something  like  a  fair  and 
dispassionate  judgment  with  respect  to  the 
price  at  the  present  moment.  With  re- 
gard to  the  United  States,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  get  a  return  of  the  average  prices 
for  a  number  of  years  on  which  he  could 
place  reliance.  All  he  could  say  with  re- 
spect to  the  United  States  was,  that  the 
price  in  the  United  States  was  above  the 
price  in  this  country.  The  following  was 
a  return  of  the  wheat  and  flour  imported 
from  the  United  States  : — 


1849 

1848 
1847 
1846 
1845 


Quarters. 
617,131 
296,101 

1,834,142 

808,178 
92,622 


•••    •••    ••• 


•••    •••    ••• 


•••    ••■    ••• 


Wheat,  flour,  <kc.,  shipped  from  the  United 

States  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from 

September  1st  to  the  last  dates: — 

1849-60.         1848-40. 

Flour,  bbls 227.349  ...      639.994 

Wheat,  bush 406,296  ...      854,006 

Indian  corn,  bush. ...    893,264  ...  5,071,713 

The  prices  in  this  country  at  present  were 
not  likely  to  encourage  a  large  importation, 
and  never  would  do  so  except  when  the 
prices  were  at  a  high  rate.  He  thought 
they  need  not  alarm  themselves  about  any 
great  increase  in  the  importation  of  corn 
from  the  United  States;  for  the  fact  was, 
that  the  market  of  the  United  States  was 
a  better  market  than  could  be  found  in 
this  country.  That  country  was  increasing 
in  population  so  rapidly,  that  there  would 
be  always  a  great  demand  within  itself  for 
wheat.  The  next  country  to  which  he 
would  call  attention  was  France,  from 
whence  they  had  received  no  less  than 
742,000  quarters.  From  its  proximity  to 
this  country  there  was  no  doubt,  provided 
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its  cultivation  and  character  were  such  as 
to  induce  them  to  expect  a  continuation  of 
this  importation,  it  was  the  country  of 
which  they  should  be  more  afraid  than  any 
other;  but  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  exceptional  character  of 
that  importation : — 


WmUT  AND  FLOUR  IMPORTED  FROM  FRAHOK. 

Quarters. 

1840 

742,023 

1848 

320,010 

1847 

179,259 

1846 

73,774 

1845 

35,809 

Ho  held  in  his  hand  an  extremely  interest- 
ing document,  for  which  he  was  indebted 
to  M.  Dumas,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
in  France.  It  contained  the  average  price 
of  wheat  for  ten  years;  and  it  appeared 
from  it  that  the  average  for  that  period 
was  51 8,  2d,  a  quarter.  The  following 
was  the  document  to  which  he  referred  :  — 


Per  hectolitre 

• 

P( 

jr  quarter 
8.  d. 

1838 

...     19f.  51  c. 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

46 

0 

1839 

...     22f.  14o. 

•  •• 

«•  • 

53 

0 

1840 

...     21f.  84o. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

51 

6 

1841 

...     18f.  54c. 

•  •• 

■  •  • 

43 

6 

1842 

...     19f.  55o. 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

46 

9 

1843 

...     20f.  40c. 

•  t  • 

•  •• 

49 

5 

1844 

...     l«f.  75c. 

•  •• 

«  •  • 

47 

3 

1845 

...     lOf.  75c. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

47 

3 

1846 

...     24f.  05c. 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

57 

6 

1847 

•  •• 

...     29f.  01c. 

Average  ... 

...     lOf.  65  c. 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

69 

7 

51 

2 

1848 

39 

9 

1849 

•  «• 

...     14f.  15  c. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

33 

9 

He  again  asked,  after  laying  before  the 
House  the  contents  of  that  document,  was 
he  not  entitled  to  say  they  lived  under  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  ?  Any  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  commerce  must 
know  that  France  did  not  usually  sustain  its 
own  population,  and  that  it  was  an  import- 
ing, and  not  an  exporting  country.  He 
would  next  call  attention  to  the  following 
return,  showing  the  quantity  of  wheat  and 
flour  imported  from  Belgium : — 


1849 
1848 
1847 
1846 
1845 


Quarten. 

366,008 

178,399 

27,469 

3,063 

383 


It  was  notorious  that  Belgium  was  an  im- 
porting country,  and  not  an  exporting 
country;  and  he  could  not  give  evidence 
more  conclusive  of  the  fact,  than  by  re- 
ferring to  what  the  Bclpfian  Chamber  of 
Deputies  is  now  doing.  Having  found  the 
sliding  scale  in  operation  in  that  country 


ioconyeniont,  the  Goyemment  cune  for- 
ward and  proposed  the  total  and  entire  ab- 
rogation of  ineir  com  law;  thej  proposed 
the  abolition  of  the  sliding  scale,  and  the 
imposition  of  a  small  doty  of  one  firano  per 
hectolitre,  for  the  purpose  of  registration. 
A  law  to  that  effect  had  been  introdueed  by 
the  Government,  and  it  was  quite  oertun  it 
would  be  accepted  bj  the  Chamber.  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford  felt  alarmed  bj  the 
large  importation  from  Belgium,  he  (Mr 
Wilson)  could  not  help  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
that  country;  but  he  would  not  aaj  one 
word  that  was  derogatory  to  the  pec^e  of 
that  country,  than  whom  a  more  indui- 
trious  people  did  not  exist.  In  one  of  the 
most  important  and  densely  peopled  dis- 
tricts in  the  country — ^the  district  of 
Malincs — the  average  size  of  fiarms  wai 
three  acres ;  and  out  of  13,000  held  on 
lease  7,000  were  holdings  under  two  Aorei. 
It  was  idle  to  talk  then  of  the  difihmlty  of 
the  English  farmer  with  a  large  capittl 
competing  with  those  men.  He  now  begged 
to  call  attention  to  the  average  prices  of 
wheat  in  Belgium  for  the  last  ten  yean. 
The  average  price  for  the  whole  ten  years 
was  525. 2d. ;  the  average  price  for  the  last 
three  months  was  38«.  3d,  Again,  he  would 
say  he  was  entitled  to  declare  that  they 
were  existing  under  exceptional  cirenm- 
stunces.  With  regard  to  Holland,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  that  conatiy, 
for  it  was  not  a  wheat-growing  eoimtiy. 
The  following  was  the  amount  of  impo^ 
tation  during  the  last  year  :-— 

WHEAT  AXD  FLOUB  IMPORnD  FBOM  BOLLUTO. 

Qrt. 

lv)4u         ...      ...      ...      ...      «.•     30o,4o7 

lo40  ...  «••  ...  ...  a. a  lv8,VTB 

1847  ...      ••.      ...      •■.      ...        Xl|800 

JiO^v  ...        ...        ..f        ...        .«•  Vfv 

1840        ...     ...     ...     ...      •••         1,014 

A  great  deal  of  that  must  be  rdmporta* 
tions  from  other  places ;  but  hon.  Grentb- 
men  need  not  be  very  fearful  of  competi- 
tion when  the  average  price  of  wheat  is 
Amsterdam  during  l£e  last  ten  years  wii 
4os,  4:d.  The  following  was  a  return  d 
the  wheat  and  flour  imported  from  Hao- 
seatic  Towns,  and  Mecklenburg,  Hamburj^ 
Lubcck,  and  Rostock : — 

Qrt. 

lo4i7  ...       ...       ...       .•■       ..(       4Vo,VBv 

1848        , li9iJU9 


1847 
184G 

1845 


154,839 
126,57S 
164,971 


The  average  price  of  wheat  at  Hambvf 
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was,  from  1839  to  1848,  49«.  9df.;  in 
1849,  Vis,  He  had  received  a  return 
from  tho  Minister  of  the  Interior  at  Berlin, 
which  afforded  information  that  he  helieved 
to  be  almost  new  in  this  country.  It  con- 
tained the  average  prices  of  wheat  for  a 
aeries  of  ten  years,  from  1839  to  1848,  in 
each  of  the  Prussian  provinces  : — 

Per  scheffell  in        Per  qr. 

silver  groschan.         «.  d. 

Prania  Proper 69  10 36  0 

PoMQ        67    8 35  7 

Pomerania        71     6 36  11 

Silesia       • 66    3 34  3 

Saxony      69     1 36  0 

Westphalia        80     1 38  9 

Rbenish  Provinces   ...  86    2 44  6 

Average  of  all  37'.  *ld. 

Thej  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  late  of  the 
extremely  low  prices  at  which  the  Prus- 
iiaos  could  send  their  corn  into  this  coun- 
trjs  but  for  the  last  ten  years  the  average 
price  at  Dantzic  was  49^.  6c7.     He  had 
taken  the  trouble,  on  the  preceding  day, 
to  oonault  a  corn  merchant  in  very  extcn- 
HTe  business,  who  could  give  him  exactly 
the  charges  for  bringing  wheat  from  Dant- 
lie  to  this  country.     Those  charges,  in- 
dadiog  a  freight  of  4«.,  amounted  to  a 
eharge   of  11 5.  3c7.  a  quarter;  but  that 
was  on  the  supposition  that  the  cargo  was 
add  on  its  amval  without  the  expense  of 
warehousing  or  the  intervention  of  a  factor. 
The    amallest    sum   they    could    add    to 
that  charge  of  11 5.  Zd,  for  bringing  the 
com  from  tho  provinces  to  the  port,  was 
5ff.  9<{.t  making  a  total  charge  of  lis.  per 
quarter.  If  they  added  that  to  tho  average 
price  of  37«.  Id.,  it  would  require  a  price 
of  no   less  than  54«.  Id,   to  repay  the 
grower  for  sending  his  corn  to  this  country 
in  preference  to  selling  it  on  the   spot. 
They  would  find  in  the  revenue  returns 
that  the  average  amount  of  duty  paid  upon 
all  the  wheat  imported  under  the  operation 
of  the  com  laws,  since  1842,  amounting 
to  many  millions  of  quarters,  was  11 5.  per 
quarter,  which  would  have  given  to  the  im- 
porter a  net  average  price   of  41 «.  per 
qnarter»  a  large  proportion  of  which  would 
liot  l^^ye  been  remunerating  at  that  price. 
He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houae  to  the  state  of  the  com  trade  in  the 
Black  Sea,  and  the  Sea  of  Azoff — the  com 
•hipped  from  the  ports   in  this  part  of 
Europe  being  the  produce  of  very  extensive 
timcta  of  country.     The  present  price  of 
wheat  at  Odessa  was   33$.   per  quarter; 
but  the   demand  for  the   Mediterranean 
Wia  ao  great  as  to  render  any  largo  supply 
to  ibia  country  highly  improbable.     Now 


he  might  probably  be  asked  to  assign  some 
reason  for  this  exceptional  state  of  things. 
He  would  first  state  that  the  extremely 
;  high  prices  of  1847  no  doubt  led  to   a 
very  extensive  cultivation  in  different  parts 
of  the  Continent,  which  materially  affected 
the  prices  of  this  country  in  subsequent 
years.     A  second  cause  might  be  found  in 
the  circumstance  that  they  never  had  had 
a  season  of  high  prices  which  had  not  been 
succeeded  by  a  period  of  low  prices;  these 
periods  of  low  prices  being  again  succeeded 
by  seasons  of  corresponding  high  prices. 
He  might  also  refer  to  tho  continental  dis> 
turbanccs  of  1848,  which  had  disturbed 
the  whole  fabric  of  commerce.     When  in 
Germany  about  two  years  since,  he  found 
that  every  farmer  was  unwilling  to  keep 
any  stock  of  wheat  by  him,  not  knowing 
how  soon  disturbances  might  take  place  or 
even   break   out  in    that   country — when 
their    grain   and   other   provisions   would 
be  seized  by  the  authorities,  or  by  those 
who  acted   against   them.      Referring   to 
a    third    cause,   and    that    a    more    im- 
portant one,  he  might  speak  of  the  agita- 
tion which  had  taken  place  in  this  country 
during  the  last  six  months.     If  ever  there 
was  a  circumstance  in  this  world  calculated 
to  depress  the  market,  or  if  ever  a  set  of 
men  acted  against  their  own  interest,  it 
was  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  those 
men  who,  during  the  last  six  months  had 
been  holding  language  to  the  farmers  which 
had  induced  them  to  exaggerate  all  the 
evils  by  which  they  were  surrounded  ;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  the  conduct  those  men  had 
been  pursuing  had  more  to  do  with  the 
present  low  prices  than  any  other  circum- 
stance whatever.     Tho  hon.  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  had  proposed  to  establish^ 
for  tho  benefit  of  the  farmers,  a  sinking 
fund.     Why,  there  had  been  large  funds  in 
the  Bank  of  England  for  tho  last  six  months, 
and  in  the  hands  of  capitalists;  but  no  man 
would  dare  to  venture  a  single  shilling  of 
that  unemployed  capital,  even  in  legitimate 
dealings,   in  the  article  of  wheat,  simply 
because  confidence  had  been  destroyed  in 
the  com  trade.     No  capitalist  would  pur- 
chase   grain    while    such    language   was 
being  addressed  to   tho  farmers  of  Eng- 
land ;    the  capitalist  would    not  invest  it 
in   an   article  tho  price  of  which  was  so 
fluctuating  and  uncertain.      There  were, 
therefore,  a  great  number  of  exceptional 
circumstances  sufficient  to  account  for  the 
great  disturbance  in  the  price  of  wheat. 
But  if  he  were  asked,  whether  he  believed 
the  present  low  prices  would  be  permanenti 
2R2 
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his  reply  would  be,  that  he  entertained  no 
such  belief.     His  chief  anxiety  was  on  ac- 
count of  a  sudden  reaction  from  these  ex- 
tremely low  prices  to  correspondingly  high 
prices.     No  Gentleman  could  wish  to  see 
the  prices  of  1847  return.      It  was  only 
two  years  ago  that  Rouen  and  Paris  were 
supplied  with  wheat  from  Norfolk,  and  that 
we  were  shipping  wheat  from  this  country 
to   the  Rhenish  provinces.      It  was  not, 
therefore,  too  much  to  say  that  he  enter- 
tained feelings  of  anxiety  with  regard  to  a 
reaction,  as  no  one  could  foretell  what  a 
single  bad  harvest  might  produce.      lie 
would  venture  to  say,  that  if  they  were  to 
examine   all  the  ports   of    Europe   from 
Odessa  round  to  Dantzic,  they  would  find 
the  stock  of  wheat  to  be  smaller  at  this 
moment  than  it  had  been  for  a  number  of 
years  past.     If  confidence  could  only  be 
restored  to  this  country  —  if   the  people 
could  be  induced  to  believe  that  these  low 
prices  were  not  to  be  continued  for  ever — 
the   millers    and   dealers   in   grain  would 
then  take  their  usual  stock,  and  it  would 
be  soon  found  that  that  largo  imaginary 
supply  which  Gentlemen  apprehended  to 
exist  would  disappear,  and  the  usual  remu- 
nerating prices  would  again  prevail.     He 
entertained  no  fear  from  foreign  competi- 
tion.     After  taking  a  careful   survey  of 
the  whole  of  Europe,  he  believed  there 
was  no  agriculturist  at  this  moment  pos- 
sessing such  advantages    as  the  English 
farmer  possessed,  or  who  was  placed  in  so 
favourable  a  position  as  well  in  regard  to 
the  proximity  of  markets   as  to  various 
other  advantages  under   which  he   lived. 
He  admitted  the  injustice  of  accusing  the 
farmers  of  England  of  ignorance  or  want 
of  energy;  on  the  contrary,  they  had  done 
great  things  by  extending  and  improving 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  of  this  country. 
When  ho  saw  what  had  been  done  in  Scot- 
land, and  that  even   Salisbury  Plain  had 
been  brought  into  cultivation  almost  like 
agarden,  he  did  not  fear  the  English  farmer 
being  brought  into  competition  with  the 
Russian  serf,  with  all  the  disadvantages 
which  the  latter  laboured  under  from  an 
extensive  land  carriage  to  the  sea  coast, 
and  then  the  distant  voyage  to  an  English 
port. 

Mr.  buck  thought  that  the  fact  of 
agricultural  distress  was  almost  too  mani- 
fest to  require  any  elaborate  exertions  to 
prove  its  existence.  Landlords  had  re- 
duced their  establishments;  farmers  had  in 
numbers  of  cases  reduced  the  wages  of 
their  labourers  and  the  amount  of  employ- 


ment; and  he  might  venture  to  state,  that 
in  almost  every  town  in  the  agricultural 
districts,  they  would  find  the  shopke^era 
complaining  of  the  state  of  trade.     There 
was   also,   in  addition  to   these   circum- 
stances, the  fact  that  crime  within  the  last 
three  years  had  increased  to  not  less  than 
60  per  cent.     It  was  under  this  state  of 
things  that  his  constituents  had  convened 
a  largo  county  meeting  to  address  Her 
Majesty  on  the  subject  of  their  distress, 
and  to  apprise  Her  of  the  storm  which  was 
gathering  round,  and  that  something  most 
be  done  in  order  to  prevent  the  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  happiness  of  the  countij 
from  being  disturbed.     The  speech  of  the 
hon.   Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had,  in  his  opinion,  as  little  to  do  with  the 
subject  before   the   House  as  any  other 
question.     If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  had 
tbe  question  of  the  com  laws  to  disciuw, 
no  doubt  it  would  have  been  perfectly  ap- 
plicable.    A  course  more  unsatis&ctoij  or 
more  insulting  to  the  agricultural  intmst 
of  this  country  than  that  pursued  by  the 
Government  on  this  occasion,   could  not 
have  been  taken  by  them.     He  had  list- 
ened to  all,  connected  with  the  Oorem- 
ment,  who  had  spoken  on  the  present  sub- 
ject; he  had  heard  them  acknowledge  the 
existence  of   the  distress,  but  they  pro- 
posed no  measure  of  redress,  and  be  be- 
lieved that,  concurring  in  the  expression  of 
an  hon.  Member,  they  believed  that  thej 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  producer,  the 
consumer  being  the  only  party  that  thej 
had  to  deal  with  or  to  care  for.     At  tiie 
present  moment  protection  was  not  the 
object  which  was  sought;  the  agricultunl 
interest  came  to  the  House  for  justice,  and 
they  might  depend  upon  it  that  the  farmeis 
of  England  would  never  be  content  until 
they   were  released  from   those  burdeni 
which  peculiarly  affected  their  indostij. 
When  the  right  hon.  Baronet  tbe  Member 
for  Tamworth  brought  forward  his  plan  on 
the  subject  of  the  com  laws,  he  acknov- 
Icdged  that    there  were    burdens  which 
peculiarly  attached  to  the  soil.     Upon  thi> 
subject  discontent  prevailed  from  one  put 
of  the  country  to  the  other;   and  thej 
might  depend  upon  it  that  there  was  not  a 
single  argument  which  he  had  heard  from 
tiio  Government  in  the  House  that  wonU 
remove  that  discontent.     The  right  hon. 
Baronets  the  Members  for  Northumberiaod 
'  and  Ripon,  had  referred  to  those  parts  of 
\  the  country  with  which  they  were  con* 
:  nceted  as  being  in  a  state  of  the  greatest 
I  prosperity.    He  hoped  that  the  statemento 
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which  these  right  hon.  Baronets  had  made 
were  correct.  The  agricultural  interest 
were  told  that  they  had  no  occasion  for 
alarm,  hut  if  they  looked  to  other  interests 
thej  might  see  the  effects  which  had  heeu 
produced  hy  these  free-trade  measures.  It 
was  enough  for  them  to  turn  their  eyes 
either  to  the  West  Indian  colonies  or  to  the 
needlewomen  of  London.  What  was  the 
case  with  the  West  Indian  colonies  ?  After 
thiB  country  had  expended  20,000,000/. 
for  one  of  the  most  henovoleut  of  purposes, 
ihey  were  ruined  by  being  placed  in  com- 
petition with  slave-grown  sugar.  The 
same  thing  had  now  taken  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  agricultural  interest,  which 
was  placed  in  competition  with  the  serfs  of 
Russia  and  other  countries.  With  respect 
to  the  United  States,  he  confessed  he  did 
not  feel  much  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of 
competition  with  that  country  ;  he  con- 
sidered that  as  nothing,  compared  with 
those  other  countries  to  which  he  had  just 
referred,  and  he  would  not  go  to  blue 
books  for  information  upon  the  subject,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wcstbury  had  just 
done.  In  the  case  of  the  needlewomen  of 
London  the  same  effects  of  free^trade  were 
also  apparent.  The  Government  and 
others  came  forward  with  their  subscrip- 
tkuiB  to  banish  these»  poor  creatures  to 
some  foreign  country,  where  they  were  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  their  days,  or  they 
were  to  be  left  to  die  in  the  district  work- 
houses of  the  country.  Many  of  those 
who  were  opposed  to  a  system  of  banish- 
ment had  been  denounced  as  *'  idiots,''  be- 
cause they  would  not  subscribe  6/.  to 
remove  some  of  the  surplus  labourers  out 
of  the  country.  He  did  not  believe  that 
they  had  a  single  labourer  too  many  in  the 
country.  That  was  his  firm  conviction. 
Tbej  had  increased  emigration  from 
25,000  to  250,000,  and  if  the  Govern- 
inent  would  only  give  the  agriculturists 
the  encouragement,  they  would  find  enough 
work  to  employ  tbe  whole  labouring  classes 
pf  the  country.  What  a  difference  did 
the  conduct  of  this  Government  present 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  there  stated 
that  ihey  would  give  encouragement  to 
iSbea  people:  that  they  would  tread  in  the 
steps  m  which  England  trod  when  she  was 
great,  and  stood  above  all  the  other  nations 
at  the  world.  They  believed  and  acted 
]Dpo&  that  best  of  all  maxims  of  a  wise 
(Groremmenty  that  of  giving  the  means  of 
anbsistence  and  employment  to  its  own 
Mople.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  said  they  would  not  only  give  pro- 


tection to  the  cotton  grower,  but  to  the 
manufacturer  of  cotton ;   they  said  they 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  growing  cotton 
and  sending  it  to  England  to  be  mann- 
factured,  for  by  so  doing  they  would  dis- 
tress one  branch  of  the  industry  of  their 
country.     But  they  had  been  told  that  the 
landlords  ought  to  expend  more  capital  in 
the  improvement  of  their  land,  by  build- 
ings and  other  means.      But  would  the 
Government    give   the   landlord   anything 
like  security  before  they  called  upon  him 
to  lay  out  his  capital  ?     Would  they  give 
him  some  assurance  that  wheat  should  not, 
even  by  the  end  of  1850,  be  down  to  45. 
per  bushel,  for  he  would  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  if  it  should  please  Providence 
to  send  us  a  bad  harvest,  or  a  nroductivo 
one  abroad,  before  Christmas  lo50  wheat 
would  be  down  to  As.  per  bushel,  for  the 
farmers  would  be  compelled  to  bring  their 
produce  to  market  and  dispose  of  it  at  any 
price  which  it  would   realise.      But   Mr. 
Huxtable  told  them  that    they  were  to 
erect  steam-engines  and  economise  labour. 
This  was  always  the  advice  put  forward 
whenever  competition  with  the  foreigner 
was  spoken  of,  and  the  interests  of  the 
labourer  were    always    to    be  sacrificed. 
While  they  were  compelled  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  labour,  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  compete  with  the  foreigner.      It  had 
been  said  that  there  had  been  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  the  poor-rates  in  some 
parts  of  the  country.     From  returns  which 
he  had  obtained  from  different  parties  in 
the  district  with  which  he  was  connected, 
he  found  that  the  amount  expended  in  re- 
lief had  increased  from  5,800Z.  to  6,200?. 
during  the  last  year,  although  the  con- 
tracts had  been  reduced,  and  the  price  of 
the  41b.  loaf  had  fallen  from  7d.  to  6d.; 
and  he  believed  that  by  the  end  of  next 
year  he  would  be  in  a  very  much  worse 
position,  in  that  respect,  than  they  were  at 
present.     He  trusted  that  the  farmers  of 
England,  who  would  be  affected  hy  this 
measure,  would  unite  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another;  and  if  they  were  only 
firm  and  united  in  their  purpose,  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  in  a  few  years  they 
would  once  more  see  agriculture  revived, 
and  trade  and  commerce  and  manufactures 
prosper  together,  as  they  had  done  before; 
but  if  they  were  driven,  as  they  would  he 
by  the  rejection  of  this  measure,  to  reduce 
still  further  the  price  of  labour  and  the 
amount  of  employment,  when  they  knew 
that  influence  and  money  were  given  to 
other  objects,  while  there  were  thousands 
of  acres  which  required  that  money,  and 
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tens  of  thousands  of  labourers  at  present 
wanting  employment,  they  might  depend 
upon  it  that  by  pursuing  that  course  they 
would  disturb  the  peace,  and  he  would  not 
be  very  much  surprised  if  even  they  were 
to  injure  the  monarchy  and  the  institutions 
of  the  country.  It  was  to  be  recollected 
it  was  by  the  industry — and  they  knew  it 
— of  these  persons  that  this  country  had 
attained  the  high  position  which  she  had 
held  for  so  long  a  period  over  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  world;  and  he  ventured  to 
predict  that  if  they  put  an  extinguisher 
upon  that  industry,  this  country  would  fall. 
Mr.  G.  BERKELEY  said,  it  seemed 
almost  presumption  in  him  to  differ  from 
what  had  been  advanced  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Ripon;  but,  re- 
presenting as  ho  did  a  large  county,  and 
being  also  thoroughly  acquainted  with  ten- 
ant-farmers in  several  counties,  he  must 
do  them  justice  as  far  as  he  could,  though 
under  such  grievous  disadvantages.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  if  he  (Mr. 
Berkeley)  understood  him  correctly,  that 
no  great  reduction,  or  in  fact  no  reduction 
in  wages,  had  taken  place  among  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  of  this  country.  [Sir 
J,  Graham:  No,  no!]  Well,  then,  of 
Cumberland.  But  the  effects  of  free  trade 
wore  not  fully  complete,  and,  taking  the 
three  counties  of  Glocestershire,  Wiltshire, 
and  Hampshire,  with  the  agriculturists 
and  tenant-farmers  in  which  he  was  in 
constant  communication,  he  must  say  that 
he  knew  tho  tenant-farmers  were  reluctant 
to  discharge  their  labourers,  whom  per- 
haps they  had  employed  for  a  number  of 
years.  They  were  pausing  before  they 
took  that  harsh  step.  It  was  not  fair, 
then,  to  judge,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, of  tho  full  effects  of  free  trade. 
What  had  the  tenant-farmers  done?  In 
many  instances  in  his  own  knowledge  they 
had  assembled  their  labourers,  and  said  to 
them  that  times  wore  so  hard,  and  they 
were  driven  into  such  straits,  that  they 
must  cither  discharge  one-half  of  them,  or 
keep  on  all  at  reduced  wages;  and,  to  the 
credit  of  the  labourers  be  it  said,  they  said 
in  a  body,  **  Keep  us  all;  we  are  willing 
to  work  at  reduced  wages.*'  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  said  that,  in  the  long 
run,  he  thought  free  trade  would  turn  out 
advantageous;  but  it  was  precisely  what 
the  tenant-farmers  were  anxious  to  find 
out — what  was  that  long  run?  If  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  held  out  any  j 
hope — if  they  could  guess  at  the  end  of 
their  misfortunes,  the  farmers  might,  per- 
haps, be  more  contented;  but  they  now 


felt  themselves  g^eTouslj  depressed,  and 
saw  no  end  of  it  but  absolute  ruin.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  alluded  to  Uie 
present  struggle  the  agriculturists  were 
making  for  their  rights;  and,  if  he  (Mr. 
Berkeley)   correctly  understood   him,  be 
spoke  of  it  as  class   agitation.     But,  if 
they  were  to  be  met  by  tnat  kind  of  argu- 
ment, was  not  the  term  more  applicable  to 
hon.  Members  now  sitting  on  that  (the 
Ministerial)   side  of  the   House?     What 
had  placed  upon  those  seats  the  heads  of 
free  trade  but  agitation?  and  now,  became 
the  agriculturists  came  to  lay  their  grie- 
vances before  the  House,  they  were  to  bo 
told  it  was  class  agitation.    But,  whilst  he 
was  making  these  observations  on  agita- 
tion, he  was  glad  to  see  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  in  his  place.     He  differed 
from  the  sentiments  that  hon.  Member  had 
promulgated  the  other  night.     The  hon. 
Member  had  also  charged  the  agricnlturiiti 
with  agitation,  and  pointed  to  their  grie- 
vances as  imaginary;  he  told  them  what  to 
do,  and  how  they  were  to  farm.     If  thsj 
had  received  that  advice  from  a  Imown 
agiculturist  —  a  known  owner  of  landed 
property— one  whom  they  deemed  capable 
of  lecturing  on  agricultural  subjects,  ihsf 
would  have  accepted  it ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber knew  no  more  of  his  (Mr.  Berkde?'f| 
trade  of  farming,  than  he  (Mr.  Berkelof ) 
knew  of  the  manufacture  of  oottou.    He 
dared  say  the  hon.  Member  was  not  eiea 
aware  of  the  term  "broadcast'*  in  hus- 
bandry, or  of  the  use  of  the  drill;  broad- 
cast in  argument,  and  waste  of  words,  the 
hon.  Member  often  dealt  in,  and  he  wsD 
knew  how  to  drill  the  people  to  clamour  ftr 
a  favourite  measure.    He  would  gire  to  the 
hon.  Member  and  the  whole  Manchester 
school  all  the  dirt  they  were  so  fbndof  reeOB- 
mending  to  the  agriculturists,  and  would  an- 
swer for  it  that  none  of  them  eould  raiBe  i 
field  of  com,  or  knew  enough  of  upiouhiiM 
to  grow  even  a  field  of  cotton.    Some  boa. 
Gentlemen   recommended  the  fSumefs  to 
manure  the  land,  and  then  go  to  sleep.  He 
wished  them  to  do  anything  but  go  to  sleep. 
He  would  just  put  the  House  in  poesei- 
sion  of  the  state  of   the  CotswoU-hiDi 
The  soil  there  was  so  shallow,  being  basel 
on  a  rock,  that  after  it  was  manured  aad 
brought  to  the  highest  state  of  onlti?ation» 
when  the  crop  was  taken  off,  and  the  plough 
went  over  the  land  again,  it  broke  up  lO 
much  of  the  rock  that  the  fanners  weie 
obliged  to  employ  t|he  country  people  to 
collect  the  stones  in  basketa  before  the 
second  crop  was  put  in;    so  shallow  wai 
the  surface-soil,  the  subfioil  being  m  leA 
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i1i6j  could  in  many  places  only  manure  for 
one  crop,  and  eyen  then,  in  dry  seasons, 
manure  however  much,  scarce  an  addi- 
tional blade  of  com  could  be  added  to  pro- 
duction; yet  they  were  told  that  on  such 
land  aa  that  they  could  meet  and  com- 
pete with  the  foreigner  at  present  prices; 
they  knew  that  if  those  prices  were  main- 
tMned,  the  whole  of  the  Cotswold-hills 
would  be  thrown  into  sheepwalks,  and 
erery  single  soul  of  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation must  be  thrown  out  of  work.  He 
waa  not  fortunate  enough  to  see  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wiltshire 
in  hia  place;  but  he  (Mr.  Berkeley)  hap- 
pened to  be  on  the  spot  where  he  heard  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  his  tenants 
that  he  would  reduce  their  rents  provided 
they  did  not  reduce  the  wages  of  their  la- 
boaren.  That  was  a  most  dangerous  posi- 
tion to  assume,  because  it  was  thrusting  a 
foreign  power  between  the  employed  and  the 
employer.  But  times  got  worse :  prices  fell; 
and  though,  as  far  as  he  could  understand, 
the  rents  were  reduced  upon  the  under- 
atanding  that  the  wages  should  not  fall, 
the  tenants  felt  themselves  obliged  to  re- 
dnce  their  wages.  The  labourers  assem* 
bled  in  a  body,  and  marched  with  their 
eomplaints  to  the  right  hou.  Gentlemau. 
This  induced  among  those  labourers  feel- 
ings of  dissatisfaction  towards  those  to 
whom  they  ought  ever  to  have  looked  for 
enoooragement  and  employment;  and  he 
trusted  that  henceforth  no  landed  pro- 
prietor, whatever  might  be  his  opinions 
as  to  free  trade,  would  ever  follow  so  dan- 
geroua  a  precedent.  He  heard  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Westbury  say, 
that  he  had  adopted  Wiltshire  as  his 
eonnty.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Member  had  adopted  Wiltshire,  or 
Wiltshire  had  adopted  him;  but  this  he 
would  state,  that  after  his  speech  that 
night,  he  doubted  much  if  the  county  would 
g^ry  in  the  selection,  let  that  selection  have 
arisen  with  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
The  hon.  Member  said  there  was  no  distress 
amongst  the  agricultural  population,  and 
that  the  labourers  were  very  well  off.  Now, 
he  happened  to  know  that  many  and  many 
labourers  with  families  in  Wiltshire  were 
4t  that  moment  working  at  65.  a  week. 
What  opinion  the  hon.  Member  might 
hkre  as  to  the  wages  the  labourer  ought  to 
veottfe  he  conld  not  tell ;  but  how  a  man 
Vdth  a  family  of  seven  or  eight  children, 
ttsd  6$  a  week»  could  be  said  to  be  well  to 
4e  US  the  world,  he  left  it  to  the  hon. 
Wr  to  show.  The  riffht  hon.  ^ 
'A^Hmm  Saofittiy,  u 


understood  him  correctly,  said  that  pau- 
perism was  on  the  decrease.  He  doubted 
the  statistics  quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, and  also  all  those  they  heard  that 
evening.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  any 
one  would  be  base  enough  to  make  figures; 
but,  for  a  particular  purpose,  there  were 
those  who  would  ''  cook  "  figures.  He  was 
perfectly  aware  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
statistical  department  under  the  Government 
— he  knew  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Fonblanque, 
and  in  what  way  he  had  passed  his  former 
life — he  knew  that  the  statistics  as  to  the 
West  Indies  did  not  show  on  their  face 
the  true  state  of  things;  and  knowing  that 
fact,  he  had  a  right  to  doubt  the  rest. 
But  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  one  question — what  was  the 
real  state  of  the  cotton  trade  at  that  mo- 
ment ?  Was  he  driving  a  thriving  trade 
or  not  ?  Was  there  not  an  artificial  price 
kept  up  in  the  great  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts by  the  Manchester  school  ?  He  did 
not  believe  they  had  yet  arrived  at  the 
real  state  of  the  cotton  trade  in  Manches- 
ter. He  was  certain  that,  in  this  instance, 
and  also  on  the  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress, there  could  not  be  a  more  temperate 
Motion  placed  on  the  records  of  the  House, 
than  the  one  brought  forward  by  his  hon. 
Friend.  The  subject  had  been  approached 
in  the  most  temperate  manner;  but  he  must 
say,  that  from  the  speeches  he  had  heard, 
and  the  sentiments  that  had  been  uttered, 
he  did  not  see,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, one  single  shadow  of  hope  for  the 
agricultural  interest.  He  would,  however, 
remind  the  House  and  the  country  that  the 
time  would  come  when  that  interest  would 
assume  its  just  position — that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  agricultural  interest 
would  assert  for  itself  that  consideration 
which  it  ought  always  to  receive.  And 
now,  he  would  ask  of  the  Government 
what  they  had  done  for  the  country  f 
They  had  given,  as  it  were,  to  the  noisy 
boys  of  the  Manchester  school  some  ginger- 
bread to  stop  their  mouths,  but  they  stole 
the  flour  from  the  farmers  to  make  it  with. 
They  were  told  that  the  measure  before 
the  House  was  not  final;  he  granted  that 
if  the  measure  were  carried,  it  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  great  and  over- 
whelming depression,  and  that  it  might 
be  a  step  only  in  the  right  course.  He 
would  1  Ghr  at  whether  they 
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when  the  Manchester  school  deserted 
them,  they  would  look  to  the  agricultural 
classes  for  support ;  and  whether  they 
would  have  a  right  to  expect  it  at  their 
hands  ?  In  conclusion,  he  would  repeat, 
that  whatever  might  he  the  fate  of  the 
Motion  that  night,  the  time  would  come 
when  the  agriculturists  would  gain  their 
own,  and  when  they  would  once  again  see 
that  great  national  interest  in  that  position 
which  it  ought  to  have — the  first  in  the 
great  interests  of  this  country. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  Sir,  whatever  motives  I 
might  have  for  wishing  to  address  the 
House  upon  a  suhjcct  which  has  heen 
brought  forward  with  great  ability,  and  with 
great  moderation — whatever  other  motives 
I  might  have  for  wishing  to  address  the 
House,  the  necessity  under  which  I  feel 
myself  impelled  to  take  a  course  different 
from  that  which  will  be  taken  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Oxford,  is  a 
sufficient  reason  for  desiring  to  explain 
the  grounds  upon  which  that  course  is 
taken.  For  my  right  hon.  Friend  I  have 
Xhe  greatest  respect  and  admiration.  I 
was  associated  with  him  in  the  prepara- 
tion and  conduct  of  those  measures  to  the 
desire  of  maintaining  which  he  partly  at- 
tributes the  conclusion  at  which  he  has 
arrived — from  him  I  derived  the  most 
zealous,  the  most  effective  assistance — and 
it  is  no  small  consolation  for  me  to  hear 
from  my  right  hon.  Friend,  although  upon 
this  particular  Motion  we  arrive  at  differ- 
ent conclusions,  that  his  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  those  principles  for  which  we 
in  common  contended,  and  which  are  the 
foundation  of  the  commercial  policy  which 
of  late  jcars  has  been  adopted,  remains 
entirely  unshaken.  Sir,  before  I  address 
myself  to  some  remarks  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  I  wish  to  state,  with  respect  to  the 
agricultural  interest,  that  I  do  not  deny 
that  it  is  suffering  considerable  distress, 
and  that  for  that  distress  I  feel,  on  every 
account,  the  warmest  sympathy.  [An 
Hon.  Member  on  the  Opposition  benches : 
Oh,  dear  !]  Sir,  I  believe  the  House  will 
be  of  opinion  that  I  take  the  most  be- 
coming course  in  passing  without  notice 
the  inarticulate  sounds  with  which  the  hon. 
Grentleman  has  interrupted  me,  although 
those  inarticulate  sounds  are,  I  admit, 
equally  powerful  with  any  arguments  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  adduce,  and  at 
leMt  equally  entitled  to  consideration.     I 

U  not  be  disturbed,  however,  by  him 
Bring  upon  the  discussion  of  this 
the  temper  which  befits  it. 
'  not  why  the  hon.  Gentleinap 


should  doubt  my  sympathy  with  the  agri- 
cultural interest :  my  own  interests  are  in- 
timately connected  with  its  welfare;  and 
if  any  measures  to  which  I  have  heen 
party,  however  confident  I  may  be  of  their 
general  policy,  and  of  the  benefits  that  have 
resulted  to  the  country  at  large  from  ihem» 
have  visited  a  particular  and  most  impor- 
tant special  and  peculiar  interest,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  with  distress,  the  greater  is 
the  sympathy  which  I  feel  for  its  suffering. 
I  say  this,  also.  Sir,  that  if  it  be  true  that 
the  occupying  tenants  of  this  country  are 
unwilling  to  reduce  the  amoont  of  labour 
which  they  employ — if  they  are  making 
exertions  to  prevent  the  distress  under 
which  they  may  be  suffering,  from  risiting 
those  on  whose  labour  they  depend — they 
have,  on  that  account,  an  additional  claim 
to  our  respectful  consideration.  I  do  not, 
indeed,  agree  (whilst  I  admit  the  distress 
which  prevails)  with  the  apprehensions  and 
the  despondency  of  others  as  to  the  fatnro 
condition  of  the  agricultural  interest  1 
believe  there  are  special  and  peenlisr 
causes  affecting  that  interest  at  present  I 
think  it  was  impossible  to  listen  to  the 
speech  which  was  made  in  this  House  to- 
night by  the  hon.  Member  for  Westbuy, 
without  a  strong  presumption  that  at  the 
present  moment  there  are  peculiar  causes 
of  depression  and  distress.  Such  eaniei 
have  heretofore  been  in  operation  during 
the  existence  of  protection  :  on  freqnenft 
occasions  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
the  distress  of  the  agricultural  interest  has 
been  fully  acknowledged  and  lamented. 
Now,  when  protection  is  lost,  some  of  the 
causes  which  affected  the  agricultoral  in* 
terests  during  its  existence  are  in  operation. 
As  those  interests  recovered  then,  so  I  trust 
they  will  again  recover.  Those  who  are 
interested  in  their  prosperity  should  be- 
ware tbat  they  do  not  retaiti  the  period 
of  recovery  by  the  propagation  of  undue 
alarm.  This  course  has  been  taken  on 
former  occasions,  and  now  is  taken.  I  see 
professors  of  agriculture  informing  the  ag- 
riculturists  of  Scotland  that  Indian  con 
can  be  introduced  into  this  country  froo 
America  at  I2s,  the  quarter.  They  ars 
telling  the  growers  of  oats  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  contend  in  the  mar 
kcts  of  their  own  country  with  the  prodoee 
of  the  United  States.  They  are  alarming 
them  with  the  assurance  that  Indian  con 
can  be  profitably  imported  at  the  price  of 
12^.  the  quarter,  although,  at  the  rerj 
time,  the  notorious  fact  is,  that  in  the 
ports  of  Liverpool,  Limerick,  Cork,  and 
Dublin,  the  price  of  Indian  com  ia  flp^ 
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toating  between  27s,  and  31 «.  the  quar-    former,  and  issued  at  Nantes.     This  cir- 
ter,  cular  states — 

I  was  not  present  at  the  early  part 
of  this  debate,  during  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  North 
Northamptonshire.  I  am  told  that  in 
that  speech  he  made  a  personal  appeal  to 
me,  and  asked  mo  on  what  grounds  1 
thought  there  was  an  undue  depression  in 
the  price  of  agricultural  produce  at  present. 
Sir,  I  will  tell  him.  It  is  because  1  find,  in 
manj  continental  countries — in  countries 
vhich  have  the  advantage  (if  advantage 
it  be)  of  protection  —  I  find  in  them 
the  same  depression  of  prices,  and  the 
same  complaints  which  exist  here.  I  find 
that  depression  of  price  to  exist,  notwith- 
standing that  the  markets  of  England  have 
lieen  opened  to  them  —  notwithstanding 
that  there  has  been  a  new  and  unusual 
demand  for  their  agricultural  produce.  In 
France  and  in  Belgium,  our  nearest  neigh- 
bours (each  of  which  countries  has  had, 
Bntil  a  very  late  period,  laws  giving  full 
protection  to  native  produce),  their  agri- 
eultnral  productions  are  unusually  depressed 
in  price,  and  the  occupying  tenants  are 
eomplaining  that  it  is  impossible  to  cul- 
tivate  the  land  at  the  present  prices.  I 
sajy  then,  there  appears  to  be  pervading 
manj  countries  of  Europe  the  same  de- 
preMion  of  prices  of  which  we  complain 
m  this  country.  Whether  or  no  it  be 
attributable  to  precisely  the  same  causes 
which  have  operated  here — whether  the 
■ame  partial  famine  which  we  have  had 
^miug  the  last  three  or  four  years,  may 
hare  stimulated  production,  and  the  prices 
of  foreign  corn  may  have  been  depressed 
bj  an  unusually  productive  harvest  foU 
lowing  several  years  of  scarcity — I  will 
■ot  undertake  to  say.  But  the  fact 
remains  unquestionable,  that  in  many 
eoontries  of  Europe  there  are  the  same 
complaints  of  lowness  of  price  and  depres- 
^on  that  we  have  here.  Sir,  since  I 
into  this  House  to-night,  a  Gentle- 
was  good  enough  to  place  in  my  hands 
two  documents.  One  is  a  circular  from 
Antwerp,  dated  the  9th  of  February,  1850, 
:riiioh  speaks  of  the  state  and  prospects  of 
Iffrieulture  in  that  part  of  the  Continent. 
jObaeifO,  so  recently  as  the  9th  of  the  pre- 

li  month,  it  is  said  in  this  circular — 


••At  our  to-day's  market  the  trade  generally 
doll,  Mid  the  turn  in  prices  was  in  favour  of 
^yert,  though  we  do  not  expect  an  important 
dseUne,  the  value  of  the  corn  being  already  too 
M J  ^  pj^y  ^jjQ  rents  of  our  farmers." 


flihe  otber  document  is  a  paper  of  a  similar 
,dhiiiription»  beanng  the  same  date  as  the 


**  Prices  of  com  are  for  the  present  very  low 
everywhere  in  Europe  ;  but,  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  good  quality  of  some  produces  of  our 
growth,  and  of  our  best  brands  of  flour,  combined 
with  the  low  freight  obtainable  now,  we  consider 
that  our  market  deserves  the  attention  of  every 
one  willing  to  risk  interest  of  money  at  a  low  rate 
against  the  chances  of  a  rise,  whilst  a  further  de- 
cline is  quite  improbable,  as  needy  sellers  have 
everywhere  disposed  of  their  crops,  and  also  no- 
ticing that  the  continuance  of  the  present  prices 
in  this  part  of  France  would  soon  involve  the  ruin 
of  the  landed  interest.*' 

Here,  then.  Sir,  are  two  countries  which 
have  had,  not  only  the  new  advantage  of 
free  importation  into  the  English  market, 
but  also  protection  to  native  produce;  and 
yet  in  these  two  countries  agricultural  pro- 
duce is  so  depressed,  that  it  is  said  ruin 
to  the  farmers  is  inevitable.  From  thence 
I  conclude  that  causes  other  than  the  re- 
moval of  protection  have  contributed  to  our 
own  distress;  and  that  probably  there  is 
some  cause  general  in  its  operation  which 
has  produced  the  depression  of  prices  com- 
plained of  throughout  a  great  part  of 
Europe. 

Another  ground  on  which  I  view  with 
less  despondency  than  others  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  agriculture  in  this 
country,  is  this,  that  I  witness  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  increasing  con- 
sumption of  this  country.  It  is  not  in  the 
tendency  to  increased  consumption  only 
that  I  see  indications  of  general  prosperity; 
but  the  importation  of  corn  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year  was  in  addition  to  an 
unusual  consumption  of  native  produce. 
The  people  of  this  country  have  not  only 
imported,  but  they  have  consumed  and  paid 
for,  by  the  produce  of  their  own  labour, 
no  less  than  5,600,000  quarters  of  wheat, 
that  consumption  of  foreign  corn  not  di- 
minishing the  consumption  of  wheat  of  our 
own  growth.  In  1849,  as  compared  with 
1848,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  British  wheat,  and  concur- 
rently with  the  increase  in  the  consumption 
of  British  wheat  there  has  been  the  enor- 
mous consumption  of  5,600,000  quarters — 
not,  observe,  of  Indian  corn,  not  of  oats,  not 
of  rye,  but  of  the  noblest  grain,  namely, 
of  wheat.  By  whom  has  that  wheat  been 
consumed  ?  When  we  are  asking  for 
proofs  of  the  improved  condition  of  the 
country,  why  should  we  minutely  enter  into 
these  details  ?  Why  not  rely  on  the  one 
conclusive  proof  supplied  by  the  fact  that 
5,600,000  quarters  of  foreign  wheat  have 
been  imported,  paid  for,  and  consumed. 
By  whom  ?    Not  by  the  upper  classes.     I 


1235     Agricultural  Diitriii^     {COMMONS} 


Adjmmed  DOaH.     1236 


will  venture  to  say,  that  the  quantity  of 
bread  eaten  by  the  aristocracy  has  yery 
little  increased — that  the  quantity  con- 
sumed by  their  households  and  domestics 
has  very  little  increased  amongst  the  more 
affluent  of  the  middle  classes.  Probably 
amongst  the  middle  classes,  amongst  those 
living  on  moderate  incomes,  in  times  of 
prosperity  their  consumption  of  luxuries 
may  be  increased;  but  the  consumption 
of  bread — the  great  element  of  human 
life — b  not  increased  in  any  great  de- 
gree. No,  Sir,  this  consumption  of  foreign 
wheat  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
the  improved  condition  of  those  who  live  by 
labour.  You  will  not  have  millions  of 
quarters  of  wheat  consumed,  except  that 
millions  of  mouths  can  be  found  to  eat 
them.  And  I  want  no  better  indication  of 
general  prosperity — I  except,  of  course, 
the  agriculturists,  whose  distress  I  admit 
— ^but  I  want  no  better  proof  of  the  gene- 
ral prosperity,  of  the  general  ease  and  the 
general  comfort,  than  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  consumption 
of  bread,  and  bread  of  the  best  quality, 
perfectly  unparalleled.  Well,  Sir,  if  we 
can  only  continue  that  consumption — if  by 
our  legislation,  under  the  favour  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  can  continue  the  demand 
for  labour,  and  make  our  trade  and  manu- 
factures prosperous,  we  shall  not  only  be 
increasing  the  sum  of  human  comfort  and 
happiness,  but  we  shall  be  giving  to  the 
agriculturists  of  this  country  the  best  as- 
surance, by  increased  demand,  of  ultimate 
prosperity.  Consider  the  daily  demand 
for  agricultural  produce,  in  the  time  of 
manufacturing  prosperity,  in  such  places 
as  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Bir- 
mingham, and  the  great  mining  districts. 
When  we  speak  of  agricultural  produce, 
the  term  is  not  limited  to  com;  it  in- 
cludes meat,  milk,  cheese,  and  butter. 
If  you  take  into  the  account  the  daily  in- 
creasing facilities  of  transport,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  vicinity  of  markets,  surely 
the  agriculturists  of  this  country  need  not 
fear  competition  with  those  of  any  other. 

Sir,  when  I  gave  my  consent  to  the  Ad- 
dress in  answer  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  had  no  impression  that  it  was 
intended  to  slight  the  distress  of  the  agri- 
culturists. The  words  used,  indeed,  were 
that  there  were  complaints;  but  I  under- 
stood that  there  was  an  admission  of  dis- 
tress, and  a  sincere  feeling  of  regret  for  its 
existence.  If  that  had  not  been  the  con- 
struction I  placed  upon  the  Address — if  I 
thought  there  was  any  intention  of  slight 
•— any  intention  to  imply  that  the  com* 


plaints  of  distress  were  unfounded  or 
worthy  of  notice,  the  answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  should  never  hftve 
had  my  support.  I  will  now  apply  mj-' 
self  to  the  speech  of  my  right  lion. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Univenitj  o( 
Oxford,  and  will  proceed  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  I  come  to  a  oonda- 
sion  different  from  his.  My  right  hoB. 
Friend  takes  the  specific  terms  of  tlie 
Motion  made  by  tne  hon.  Gentlendtn 
the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  ftiid 
contends  that  he  is  perfectly  at  libertv  to 
dismiss  all  the  extraneous  oonsideratioiis 
connected  with  it,  and  to  consider  only  the 
abstract  proposals  which  are  contained  in 
the  Motion.  Now,  there  I  differ  from  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  It  is  all  very  well  to  saj 
to  a  very  young  Member  of  thia  Hoiiae» 
'*  I  make  a  proposal  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee,  in  which  the 
whole  question  will  be  open  for  considera- 
tion. Go  into  Committee ;  you  will  be 
pledged  to  nothing;  hear  my  proposal;  re- 
ject what  is  objectionable,  and  modify  whaA 
is  capable  of  modification.  Do  thie,  and 
you  will  conscientiously  discharge  yottr 
duty;  and,  even  should  you  agree  to  no 
part  of  my  proposal,  you  will  at  least  have 
the  merit  of  showing  your  sympathy  fer 
the  farmer."  But,  Sir,  I  say  that  tbel  ii 
not  the  construction  which  the  teneikt- 
farmers  will  place  upon  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  will  have  (if  his  Mo- 
tion be  agreed  to)  excited  the  hopes  of  the 
agriculturists.  The  hon.  Gentleman  ii  Ml 
chargeable  vrith  any  attempt  at  deception ; 
but  let  others  well  consider  the  ciroam- 
stances  under  which  we  are  discussing  thii 
question.  A  proposal  was  made  for  •& 
Amendment  to  the  Address — some  con- 
tended that  by  that  Amendment  the  issue 
intended  to  be  joined  was,  whether  proiee- 
tion  to  agriculture  should  be  re-enaoted,  or 
not.  [**  No,  no  !  "]  Some  certainly  eoii- 
sidered  that  that  was  the  question  at  issne. 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Northampton- 
shire said  to-night  that  he  thought  that  that 
issue  was  fairly  raised  upon  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address— that  the  Lords  and 
Commons  had  decided  against  proteetioii-^ 
and  that  he  would  not  ask  his  friends  to 
occupy  the  House  with  needless  debates 
which  would  result  in  nothing.  That»  in 
short,  he  considers  the  question  of  proteo- 
tion  decided.  ['*  No,  no  !"]  I  do  not  mean 
decided  permanently  and  for  ever(  bat  if 
the  hon.  Member  who  cries  "  No,  no,"  had 
heard  the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Northamptonihire,  n* 
I  heard  it^  he  would  have  heard  him  any 
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that  lie  considered  the  question  decided, 
10  for  as  the  present  Parliament  was  con- 
cerned.    Well,  Sir,  after  that  decision,  a 
Motion  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
to  the  agricultural  interests  the  compensa- 
tion to  which  they  are  said  to  he  entitled 
for  the  wrong  done  to  them  hy  the  removal 
of  protection.     The  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire   contended 
last  year,  and  still  contends,  that  the  bur- 
dens unjustly  thrown  upon  the  landowners 
ezolusiyely  are  not  less  than  12,000,0002. 
a  year :  that  they  are  subjected  by  gene- 
ral and  local  taxation,  including  the  land 
tax,  to  an  amount  of  annual  taxation  from 
which  they  are  entitled  to  relief  of  not  less 
than  14,000,0002.    This  Session  he  says— 
**  I  won't  go  into  the  general  and  extended 
question  at  the  present  time ;  1  propose 
now  only  the  partial  removal  of  taxation  from 
the  agricultural  interest  to  the  amount  of 
2,000,0002.  only.     But  don't  be  deceived. 
this  is  only  the  first  of  a  scries  of  measures. 
Others  wUl  follow,  adopting  the  same  prin- 
ciples."    Even  after  those  the  question  is 
still  open,  for  although   this   proposal  is 
brought  forward  as  a  compensation  for  pro- 
tection, at  any  rate  as  a  measure  rendered 
the  more  necessary  and  just  by  its   re- 
moral,   the  hon.  Gentleman  gives  us   no 
asBitrance  that  after  we  have  granted  this 
demand  he  will  not  avail  himself  of  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  reviving  that  system 
of  protection  which  he  contends  it  is  the 
troe  policy  of  this  country  to  adopt.     This 
remoral  of  two  millions  of  taxation  from  the 
fegricnltnral  interest — this  transfer  of  that 
amonnt  from  them  to  other  payers  of  taxes 
*— u  accompanied  by  a  distinct  notice  that 
this  is  not  a  measure  closing  the  account — 
not  a  measure  with  which  the  agricultural 
interest  ought  to  be  satisfied — that  it  is  but 
a  small  and  partial  instalment  of  a  great 
debt — and  that  if  it  be  acquiesced  in  by  us, 
the  daim  for  the  remainder  will  be  prose- 
eated.     And  therefore,  Sir,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  cannot  say  that  he  is  deceived  by 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.     He 
eannot  disregard  extraneous  considerations, 
and  limit  himself  to  the  simple  abstract 
proposal.      It  is  a  proposal  involving  a 
prinoiple.     If  he  votes  for  this  proposition 
ibr  the  purpose  of  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
agriotdtunu  interest,  and  then  refuses  to 
Xdlow  np  the  series  of  similar  measures, 
the  end  which  he  has  in  view  he  will  not 
gain.     There  will  be  no  satisfaction  with  a 
mere  partial  admission  of  one  portion  of  a 
great  daim,  the  rest  of  which  is  to  be  con- 
taMd.    But  what  is  this  claim?  and  will 


the  satisfaction  of  it  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  class  whose  interests  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  ad- 
vocates?    Let  us  first  consider  it  in  the 
point   of  view  in  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  wishes  to  consider  it,  as  a  definite 
proposal,  transferring  2,000,0002.  of  taxes, 
now  borne  by  real  property,  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund — ending  there — entailing  no 
other  consequences.     I  wish  to  consider 
the  proposal  in  its  bearing  on  the  finances 
of  the  country.     The  proposal,  then,  now 
made  is  this — that  previously  to  any  ex- 
position of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, we  shall,  by  a  vote  of  this  House, 
determine  that  new  charges  to  the  amount 
of  2,000,0002.  be  placed  upon  the  Con- 
solidated  Fund.      Now,    let  us   consider 
the  effect  of   such   a  measure  upon  the 
financial  prospects  of  the  country.     Let 
us  consider — that  which  I  am  willing  to 
consider,  I  trust,  in  no  unfair  spirit — whe- 
ther the  course  which  we  are  invited  to 
take  be  really  for  the  benefit  of  that  class 
for  whose  alleged  advantage  it  is  proposed. 
1  am  asked,  then,  to  consent  to  the  first 
of  a  series  of  measures  which  proposes  at 
once  to  appropriate  the  whole  of  the  as- 
sumed surplus   of  the  present  year.      If 
followed  up,  it  will  appropriate  the  whole 
of  the  surplus    which  may  progressively 
accrue   for   several  years   to   come.     Be- 
cause,   mind,   on   the    ground  on   which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  this  year  urges  the 
exemption  of  real   property  from  certain 
charges,  he   will,  in  future  years,   claim 
its  exemption  from  others  of  a  similar  na- 
ture.   This,  however,  by  the  way.     In  the 
present  year,  by  the  present  Motion,  pre- 
vious to  the  production  of  the  budget,  pre- 
vious to  the  receipt  of  any  authentic  infor- 
mation as  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  I 
am  invited  to  consent  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  the  surplus   revenue,  by 
establishing    a    new    annual     charge    of 
2,000,0002.    on   the   Consolidated  Fund. 
Now,    is  such  a  course    desirable,   even 
in  behoof  of  that  interest  now  labouring 
under  depression  ?     I  have  always  under- 
stood— I  heard  it  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself — that    one  great    source  of 
relief  to  the  agricultural  interest,  is  the 
scrupulous  maintenance  of  public  credit, 
and  the  consequent  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  interest,  thus  giving  increased  power  to 
owners  of  land  to  relieve  themselves  from 
charges  to  which  they  are  now  liable.  And 
although  I  differed  from  the  hon,  Gentle- 
man as  to  the  mode  by  which  he  proposed 
to  make  capital  cheap,  still  I  thought  that 
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there  was  great  force  in  hia  observation,  I  committed.  IfwithontgiTingtotherespoii- 
that  if  joii  can  maintain  public  credit,  ;  &ible  Minister  an  opportanitj  of  ezpliuning 
and  thereby  diminish  the  rate  of  interest,  his  views  on  the  financial  position  and  pros- 
jou  are  conferring  benefit  upon  landed  pects  of  the  country,  we  should  consent  to 
proprietors,  and  enabling  them  to  relieve '  appropriate  the  whole  of  this  year's  sur* 
themselves  from  a  portion  of  the  diffi-  j  plus  revenue,  and  imply,  by  just  inference, 
culties  under  which  thev  are  labouring.  .  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  of  future 
What  says  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member '  years,  I  repeat,  Sir,  we  should  take  a 
for  West  Surrey  ?  He  tells  us  that ,  course  the  most  unwise,  the  most  improvi- 
we  ought  to  have  settled  the  mortgage  '  dent  which  ever  was  taken  by  any  Legis- 
question  before  repealing  the  corn  laws,  j  lature.  But  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Is  my  hon.  Friend  about  to  settle  the  ;  Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford  says, 
mortgage  question  by  destroying  the  sur- !  '*  Oh,  but  there  ought  to  be  a  revision  of 
plus?  My  hon.  Friend  says  —  ** the  taxation."  Now,  I  cannot  conceive  any 
land  labours  under  heavy  mortgages" —  [  two  questions  more  important  than  these: 
mortgages,  remember,  all  contracted  under  \  first,  having  a  surplus,  will  you  maintain  it 
protection.  [  Loud  Ministerial  cheer-  <  intact  for  the  purpose  of  inspiring  such 
in//.]  Ay,  contracted  under  protection.  ,  confidence  in  the  public  credit  that  the 
What  a  picture  of  the  state  of  landed  pro- 1  funds  may  rise,  and  the  landed  interest  be 
perty  did  my  hon.  Friend  draw !  £states  '  thereby  benefited  ?  Secondly,  in  case  yon 
overburdened  with  debt,  estates  of  which  <  should  decide  against  the  maintenance  of 
the  owners  cannot  keep  possession,  estates  I  a  surplus,  how  shall  that  surplus  be  applied 
which  must  be  sold.  When,  I  ask  again,  i  in  the  remission  of  taxation  with  the  great- 
did  these  incumbrauccs  arise  ?  Can  there  !  est  possible  advantage  to  all  interests,  but, 
be  a  stronger  presumption  against  the  ad-  i  under  present  circumstances,  especially  to 
vantages  of  protectiou  if  my  hon.  Friend's     "  "  "  ----- 

account  of  the  state  of  landed  property  be 
a  true  one  ?  Admitting  it  to  be  true — 
admitting  that  many  landlords  are  now 
paying  for  borrowed  money  at  the  rate  of 
4^  or  5  per  cent — my  hon.  Friend  thinks 
that  before  we  repealed  the  corn  laws,  we 
should  have  enabled  the  landowner,  by  bor- 
rowing money  at  3  per  cent,  to  pay  off 
the  mortgages  bearing  interest  at  5  per !  cither  the  one  or  the  other?     How  is  it 


the  agricultural  interest  ?  But  by  his  vote 
to-night  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  predade 
us  from  considering  either  of  these  ques- 
tions. He  will  consent  to  appropriate  at 
once  the  whole  surplus,  by  relieving  one 
class  at  the  expense  of  another.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  says  that  he  hopes  to  «ee  the 
timber  duty  reduced,  and  the  duty  on 
bricks  removed.     How  can  he  hope  to  see 


cent.  Does  my  lion.  Friend  really  think 
that  the  way  to  do  this  is  to  tell  the  fund- 
holders  that  all  the  present  year's  sur- 
plus is  to  be  appropriated,  and  that  any 
surplus  arising  in  future  years  will  also 
be  appropriated  by  relieving  local  taxation 
at  the  expense  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ? 
I  regretted  to  hear  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Surrey  the  other  night 
speaking  so  lightly  of  the  maintenance  of 
public  credit.  Let  me  toll  my  hon. 
Friend  that  in  any  measures  which  shall 
destroy  confidence  in  the  public  faith  and 
in  the  maintenance  of  public  credit,  he  will 
have  but  a  short-lived  triumph  over  the 
public  creditor.  The  moment  that  he 
strikes  a  successful  blow  at  that  public 
creditor,  he  will  strike  one  still  more  fatal 
to  the  landowner  whose  interest  he  pro- 
fesses to  advocate.  Looking,  then,  at  the 
hearings  of  the  present  proposal  on  the  ge- 
neral financial  condition  of  the  country, 
looking  at  its  special  bearing  on  the  land- 
ed interest,  I  should  consider  its  accept- 
ance as  the  most  precipitate,  the  most  un- 
wise act  which  a  legislative  assembly  ever 


possible  to  make  this  revision  of  taxation 
— how  is  it  possible  to  remove  many  taxes 
unduly  bearing  on  the  agricnUnnJ  inter- 
est— if  you  choose  to  apply  the  whole  sur- 
plus revenue  by  transferring  charges  bone 
by  real  property  to  the  Consolidated  Fund? 
Who  can  deny  that  there  are  coouders- 
tions  of  the  utmost  importance  connected 
with  the  revision  of  the  duties  I  have  mes- 
tioued.  Take  the  duty  on  bricks.  I  mut 
say  to  the  agricultural  interest,  that  if,  by 
their  assent  to  this  Motion,  they  predade 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from  con- 
sidering whether  or  no  the  brick  doty  ihsD 
be  removed,  they  will  be  taking  a  course 
most  injurious  to  their  own  interests.  See 
how  unfairly  in  different  parts  of  the  coon- 
try  this  duty  operates.  Here,  peihaps,  ii 
one  county  abounding  in  coal  mod  stone— 
the  latter  advantageous  for  the  oonstnietaot 
of  houses  for  all  classes.  There  is  another 
county  without  coal,  with  no  comnaad  of 
stone,  obliged  to  depend  entirdj  opee 
bricks  as  the  material  for  boiUing.  Hov 
heavily  does  this  duty  fall  on  a  coonlj  le 
circumstanced,  and  especially  ob  the  knd* 


I24i      Agricultural  Distress--         {Feb.  21 } 


Adjourned  Debate,        1242 


lord  wbo  has  cottages  and  farmhouses  and 
farm-ofBces  to  huild  and  keep  in  repair ! 
Excuse  me  for  saying  that  if  you  could  get 
the  duty  upon  hricks  removed  at  a  loss  to 
the  rerenue  of  400,000«.  or  500,000^.,  you 
would  he  gaining  a  greater  henefit  for  real 
property  than  you  could  hope  for  hy  carry- 
ing the  proposal  now  hefore  us.    You  wish 
to  relieve  real  property.   Well,  all  real  pro- 
perty will  he  henefited  hy  the  removal  of 
the  duty  on  hricks.     Take   the   sanitary 
condition  of  towns — a  subject  now  occupy- 
ing so  much  attention.     Can  you  conceive 
anything  of  greater  importance — anything 
affording  greater  facilities  for  the  necessary 
local  improvements  in  most  districts — than 
a  free  command  of  the  material  essential 
to  the  construction  of  houses.     The  ad- 
Tantages  to  agriculture  of  enabling  land- 
lords to  improve  the  farm  buildings  of  oc- 
capying  tenants  has  been  often  adverted 
to.     The  construction  and  improvement  of 
farm  huildings  for  the  preservation  of  farm 
implements  and  for  the  extended  feeding 
of  cattle,  are  daily  becoming  objects  of  in- 
creasing importance.      Such  objects  are 
now  obstructed  and  counteracted  hy  the 
doty  upon  bricks.     The  pecuniary  amount 
of  the  duty  does  not  measure  the  extent  of 
the  obstruction.     What  is  the  consequence 
of  the  removal  of  excise  duties  ?   You  have 
not  only  the  advantage  of  the  pecuniary 
harden  taken  off,  but  there  is  the  abolition 
of  an  inquisitive  excise  meddling  with  the 
application  of  skill,  and  the  operations  of 
labour.     The  bricks  must  be  made  of  a 
certain  size;  so  many  inches  long,  so  many 
broad,  and  so  forth.      There  is  the  con- 
stant apprehension  of  prosecution  for  fraud ; 
there  is  a  constant  impediment  to  the  exer- 
cise of  ingenuity  and  skill.    Relieve  us  then 
of  this  brick  duty  :  let  men  be  permitted  to 
mould  clay  into  bricks  of  any  dimensions 
they  please.     Will  not  you,  the  owners  of 
real  property,  derive  an  immediate  advan- 
tage from  such  a  removal  of  a  pecuniary 
harden,  and  such  a  stimulus  to  architec- 
toial  ingenuity  ?    I  would  have  hon.  Mem- 
ben  r^d  the   papers  lately  laid   on   the 
taUa  of  the  House,  on  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  the  social  condition  of  this 
eoontrj — 1  mean  the  operation  of  the  law 
cf  aetilement.     The  consideration  of  that 
question  will  be  forced  on  us.     It  would  be 
premature  to  enter  into  it  now,  but  read 
the  able  papers  on  the  practical  operation 
of   the  law  of  settlement,  drawn  up  by 
Ihe  gentlemen  employed  for   the  special 
porpose,  and  you  will  understand  the  difti- 
'ealtiea  which  arise  at  present  in  certain 
dbtridta  from  the  want  of  cottage  accom- 


modations.     You  will  then    be  able  to 
judge  of  the  consequences  of  that  want,  of 
its  effect  upon  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  labouring  poor.    You  will  find  it  stated 
that  in  some  instances  the  labourers  come 
to  the  farm  on  which  they  are  employed 
mounted  on  donkeys,  on  account  of  the 
distance  of  their  residences  from  the  place 
of  their  labour.    Sir,  these  things  ought 
not  to  be  beneath  our  consideration.    If  it 
is  in  proof  that  on  a  certain  farm,  the  name 
of  which  is  given,    there  are  not  less  than 
twenty   donkeys   employed    to   carry   the 
people  to   their  work.     [Laughter ^  and 
cries  of  **  Hear,  hear!'*]    Sir,  this  is  no 
fit  subject  for  merriment  at  present.     It 
is  a  subject  suggesting  topics  for  very  se- 
rious consideration.     It  is  fully  shown  in 
the  reports  to  which  I  refer,  that  there 
are  many  labouring  men  whose  strength 
is  exhausted  by  the  length  of  the  distance 
which  they  have  to  come  to  their  work. 
There  are  others  forced  into  adjacent  vil- 
lages,  where  they  pay  41,  or  51.  for  the 
small  and    imperfect  houses   which    they 
occupy.     The  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to 
promote   the   construction  of  comfortable 
and  convenient  cottages  by  the  removal  of 
the  brick  duties,  and  to  alter  the  law  of  set- 
tlement,  so  that  there  may.  be  no  legal 
discouragement  to  the  providing  of  these 
comfortable  habitations.    If  you  admit  that 
these  are  matters  of  importance — ^if  you 
admit  that  they  form  part  of  a  series  of 
important   considerations   bearing  on  the 
social  position  of  the  labourer,  do  not  pre- 
clude yourselves  from  entering  upon  the 
discussion  of  them   by  hasty  resolutions 
which  preclude  the  wise  revision  of  taxation. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  public  revenue, 
before  I  give  any  opinion  on  the  extent  to 
which   the   revision   of  taxation   may   be 
carried,  or  on  the  policy  of  any  remissions 
whatever,  I    shall   wait  until  I   hear  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer.    For,  Sir,  observe,  the  present  is 
a  peculiar  period.     Next  year  will  neces- 
sarily come  before  us  the  question  of  the 
income  tax.  It  may  be  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  we  should  reserve  for  unfet- 
tered   deliberation   the   question   whether 
that  tax  should  be  continued  ,and,  if  con- 
tinued, what  modifications  may  be  made  in 
it.     By  affirming  the  proposal  now  before 
you,  you  will  compel  the  continuance  of 
the  income  tax.    ["No,  no!"]    I  say,  em- 
phatically, yes;  unless,  indeed,  by  voting 
away  the   surplus  this  year,   and  discon- 
tinuing the  income  tax  next  year,  you  con- 
template the  revival  of  the  import  duties 
I  upon  food.     I  advise  my  right  hon.  Friend 
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.:■:       -"T-orrion  'o  'he  remisaion  of  local  bur- 
.  r.i.     !'ljre  -vouiii.  therefore,  arise  a  cer- 
-iiz     ...;:  ictTT^e  ^f  Ijenetic  to  the  fanner.     Let 
..::     li     ^usiaic    ts   real  dznount.     This  is  a 
li    -r'.r«sai  '^t   -eiieve   real   property  from  a 
:-j      iiiTjG    0  Tiiiuii  it  is  subject — a  charge, 
^j-      .-.-    .moiinc    )t  which    I    assume    to    be 
:.i.    ...   <  .  ';<'..  wind  :o  transfer  this  charge  to 
_—-     ..c      iiiuiiiiated  F!md.    The  burden  is  one 
::-      ..:    :r<ijiL    j.nd   .'xciusirelv,  but  upon  real 
_„      ..  .  ,.~-v.     ipun    ileuses,   mills,    factories, 
_:  4i     ruitivabie    land.       Xow,  the 

.  .      rr.i'rtiuii   viiich    'he  land  contributes  to 
..a     .Lx     i    ;>rn^rc5&iveiv'  diminishing,  in 
-^4       iiic'ir.ence    ji  :he  increasing   prosperity 
:j-  ::jmen.'e    and   manufactures.      That 

■  li      :-'N..r::t.ii    .i"  -.he  J.iJUU.UOO/.  which  falls 
::-      ;;      rai    •rnDortv.   other   than   land,  has. 
Av.      een   '.'untinually    increasing.     If 
...       Ml     .Tit: mace  i\im  proportions  paid  in  the 
• 'iir     "I'r.    j'.u  would  find   that   of  the 
.-    -.  '.'"..«'"/..  :o  which  all  real  property  was 
-  i-it'L'i.  :iuc  less  than  1.380,0002.  was  then 
..Ji      Mia     V  !aud.     In  IS33,  the  amount  paid 
«.      V    ..Hid  >.ad    fallen    to    1,260,000^;    in 
:-!■      --iri  '•}  '..^".'.fOU/.:  while  in  1849  there 
>     i  "iiiv  '>'U.i..iH.i/.  paid  by  the  land  out  of 
■at;    vhuit?  sum  of   2.000,0002.       Conse- 
:.     ia<.>t!i:y.  -iiice  ISJS,  as  the  result  of  the 
.:l     ::iprovi.'monts  in   manufactui'es  and  com- 
*iLrct'.    :uid   oi    the    increase  of   houses, 
:ifr(>  !uLa  I  •con  and  is  a  gradual  tendency 
?,    -.  I  -fiiivc  lUc  land  hv  the  transference  of 
..?     ::o    a.v  lo  lather  descriptions  of  property. 
V'erL'  !:;.  ai  the  ?>ame  time,  notwithstand- 
:'^  .It  iucn*use  in  the  population,  a  dimi- 
.4. lull  -'I  thu  cost  of  maintaining  the  poor, 
;l  ict.'uunt  uf  the  diminished  cost  of  pro- 
!-,<.>n:j.     L'nder  these  circumstances,  the 
-.'  ;••  ?al  is  tu  grant  relief  from  burdens 
i'ltti    vL'iil    property    to    the    extent    of 
i  <>.- 'I  >('/..  the  whole  amount  of  these 
■i<.  ii>  which  fall  upon  land  being  only 
ly.     It  is  other  descriptions  of  real 
■       -•  ;  .>.      "•  k^i.  rty  which   are   to  hare  the  largest 

•  -.i.     ..  ...  V    .  .  •.      '.:...'■'    .'t'  the   relief — houses,  mills,  and 

1  ■■.a;i:ii":ici«>rios,  the  owners  of  which  hare 

- 1  ■  ■■    T.''   ...-...'.■..;:    ■    ::■       .  , :.    :•.    ,.•    ;:■_      it. n  -iiroctly  benefited,  according  to  your 
■  '•  •*?!  aru'umcnt,   by  recent  changes  in  our 

ii   5»-'  T.-.ar  •!!>  :'!••■'..;.■■,;  wW     ■;v:'>iati«>n.     Up   to  the  present  hour  we 
11-  v^    .»:-..:;■  :.;  -'.w  ,'v.'i:i»v.    l.i'anl  t>t"  nothing  but  of  landowners  having 
j,i(  I.  I.  i/if.  n  .•.,r,i:.r:.«:Mi.      I  \\\\\  :i..  li-mIvo    ^oou    s:\orified    to   millowncrs  —  that   the 
H  i\\mt inihi>i\  \,i'Uvt'f'i\  tiio  lOLMj'Viii:;  ton- 1  p.;aiii:tacturers  have  been  in  the  ascendant 
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iinf-  iiiid  Mn'.  I.iiido'.vinT.  r  will  a>!>ii:no 
flic  «.i«ii|iviri/  f«Mi;iTit  Wduld  dorivo  the 
wIimIi'  In  M'  III  (nmi  flu;  r-li:inf(0  proposed, 
tliril  Hii'ii-  •'»  ili'i»  l.iii<l  fi'j'liiii^  (til  tlio  part 
of  InMill'til  •  (••\iiiiU  llii'ir  ti'iiaut.**  that 
llliM    MiMtiiluHl        '.npiMi*;!!!.;;  (Ills  |)r(>|Mi.sition 

(,i  )ii>  it»ini.l       »i'i    u|'i»n   ilii«  rule  uf  strict 
ecunoituc  |«nn«Mpli«.  aiul  \ucivaso  rcn(i»  in 


»cale — and  that  the  prices  of  provisioni 
have  been  reduced  expressly  for  their 
honotit.  Yet  now,  in  order  to  gain 
!'(.)<  »,U(.)0/.  for  yourselves,  you  propose  to 
roli(>vc  of  a  still  greater  burden  othen 
whoso  Condi tiiin  you  doclare  has  been  ac- 
tual I  v  improved  bv  free  trade,  while  Toun 
ha;i  bcca  dcteriora;ed.     Bat  will  the  occu- 
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pjing  tenant  be  benefited  by  a  change 
which,  while  it  removes  only  900,000^. 
from  the  land,  will  remove  from  another 
description  of  property  which  has  no  claim 
whatever  to  relief,  no  less  an  annual 
eharge  than  1,100,000H  How  is  that 
1,100,000;.  to  be  provided  for  ?  By 
taxation,  to  which  the  occupying  tenant 
must  contribute  his  full  share.  What  is 
the  amount  of  benefit  which  the  occupying 
tenant  will  receive — for  I  will  admit,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  he  is  to 
hftTO  the  whole  benefit?  Threepence  or 
fonrpence  in  the  pound  will  perhaps  be  the 
amount  of  his  relief  from  direct  charge ; 
but  he  will  have  to  bear  increased  taxa- 
tion in  order  to  make  up  the  deficit  of 
2,000,000?.  What,  then,  will  bo  the  po- 
lition  of  the  occupying  tenant  ?  You  are 
preventing  the  remission  of  those  public 
taxes  which  press  upon  him.  You  are 
about  to  reduce  the  amount  of  his  pay- 
ments to  the  extent  of  threepence  or  four- 
pence  in  the  pound;  but  that  threepence 
or  fonrpence  of  advantage  must  be  dimin- 
ished by  the  increased  charge  which  he  will 
bave  to  bear  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  loss 
caused  by  the  transfer  of  a  pecuniary  bur- 
den, more  than  one  half  of  which  falls  on 
another  party.  It  is  my  firm  persuasion  that 
the  occupying  tenant  will  derive  no  benefit 
whatever  to  compensate  him  for  the  loss  you 
are  abooi  to  inflict.  This  proposition ,  then ,  is 
an  impolitic  one,  even  so  far  as  it  concerns 
ibe  interest  of  those  whom  it  is  specially 
intended  to  serve.  My  belief  is,  that  agri- 
enlture,  the  landed  interest,  the  occupying 
tenant,  will  find  their  interests  better  con- 
iolted  by  leaving  it  open  to  Parliament  to 
consider  whether  any  remission  of  public 
taxation  unduly  pressing  upon  them  can  be 
made,  than  by  taking  off  this  small  per- 
centage in  the  pound.  So  far,  therefore, 
as  the  interest  of  the  land  is  concerned,  I 
decidedly  object  to  the  proposal,  even  if 
rsference  be  had  solely  to  its  own  abstract 
merits.  If,  indeed,  it  has  another  object — 
if  it  be  intended  to  involve  a  reversal  of  the 
financial  policy  upon  which  we  have  been 
acting  for  some  years,  I  have  other  and 
still  stronger  objections.  I  maintain,  that 
npto  the  year  1842,  the  apportionment  of 
Ike  public  taxation  was  most  unjust — that 
labour  and  those  who  live  by  labour  were 
mdnlj  burdened — that  there  was  scarcely 
a  sin^e  article  which  entered  into  the  con- 
somption  of  the  poor  man  which  was  not 
heavily  charged.  His  cheese,  his  butter, 
his  bread,  his  meat,  everything  that  he 
coBsnmed,    every  necessary    of    life,    if 


brought  from  a  foreign  country,  was  sub- 
ject to  high  taxation.  The  price  of  those 
articles  according  to  your  own  admission, 
has  been  reduced — by  what  ?  It  has  been 
reduced,  1  presume,  by  free  competition, 
by  the  unrestricted  import  from  foreign 
countries  of  that  produce  upon  which  the 
labourer  lives.  You  now  remove  from  real 
property  a  charge  of  2,000,000^.,  and 
you  are  about  to  impose  that  charge 
upon  the  labouring  class  whose  condi- 
tion you  considered  in  1842 — ^whom  you 
thought  unduly  aggrieved  by  the  pres- 
sure of  taxation — whom  you  sought  to  re- 
lieve— whom  you  did  relieve — and  whose 
affection  and  gratitude  you  received  in  re- 
turn. The  relief  you  gave  was  material, 
but  was  not  complete.  There  are  still 
complaints  of  the  tea  duty,  complaints  of 
the  soap  duty,  complaints  of  the  window 
tax;  you  are  fettering  your  liberty  to 
consider  all  or  any  of  these  questions 
by  appropriating  this  surplus.  You 
aro  preventing  the  relief  which  it  may 
be  possible  to  give — relief  much  more  va- 
luable, much  more  extensive — by  transfer- 
ring this  charge  from  the  quarter  where  it 
is  at  present  borne,  and  placing  it  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  I  object  to  the  justice 
of  that  transfer.  I  do  not  say  that  thero 
may  not  be  some  burdens  now  borne  by 
the  land,  in  respect  to  which  there  may  not 
be  relief.  I  admitted  in  1846  that  the 
land  was  unduly  burdened;  that  I  thought 
the  apportionment  of  local  taxation  was 
unjust;  I  attempted  to  give  relief  by 
transferring  the  whole  charge  of  criminal 
prosecutions,  the  whole  charge  of  the  Irish 
police,  half  the  charge  of  medical  relief, 
the  charge  of  schools — by  placing  these 
upon  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  full  and  complete  re- 
lief was  given  in  that  respect — that  the 
expenses  of  vaccination,  or  the  militia,  or 
the  registration  of  voters,  do  not  fall  under 
the  same  principle.  But  I  know  this,  that 
if  you  were  to  go  into  the  Committee  for 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  moves,  and 
were  to  deal  with  these  trifling  matters, 
and  nothing  else — were  to  say,  as  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone)  possibly  may 
say,  **  I  think  there  is  an  excellent  case 
made  out  for  the  vaccination  charges 
being  transferred  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund;  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  occu- 
pying tenant  that  he  can  have  no  other 
relief  afforded  him**  —  your  relief  will 
provoke  nothing  but  scorn.  Nay,  if  you 
should  resolve  that  lunatic  asylums  fall 
within  the  same  principle,  and  that  the 
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charge  for  them  may  beneficially  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Consolidatec!  Fund,  the 
farmers  will  consider  that  you  give  the 
most  decisive  proof  of  being  fit  inmates  of 
such  asylums,  by  making  such  a  proposi- 
tion after  the  hopes  which  will  have  been 
excited  by  the  success  of  such  a  Motion. 

Sir,  my  main  objection  to  this  proposal 
is,  that  it  will  imply,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
those  who  rely  on  the  promise  of  renewed 
protection,  a  reversal  of  the  financial 
policy  which  we  have  of  late  adopted.  I 
believe  the  welfare  of  this  country  is  in- 
timately connected  with  the  relief  of  in- 
dustry from  undue  taxation.  I  believe 
there  is  no  more  powerful  instrument 
by  which  you  can  promote  contentment 
and  peace  and  satisfaction  with  your  legis- 
lation, than  by  convincing  those  who  live 
by  labour  that  we,  the  landed  proprietors 
— that  the  aristocracy  of  this  country — are 
willing  to  submit  to  sacrifices  which  shall 
relieve  from  taxation  those  articles  of  food 
on  which  the  industrious  classes  depend 
for  subsistence.  You  have  reaped  the  full 
advantage  of  the  remissions  of  such  taxa- 
tion; you  have  witnessed  during  the  last 
three  or  four  trying  years  more  content- 
ment, more  true  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  more 
submission  to  privation,  more  of  deter- 
mined refusal  to  favour  the  designs  of 
seditious  men — of  men  pretending  sedi- 
tion, but  in  general  agitating  for  their 
own  private  gain — than  you  have  expe- 
rienced under  any  other  state  of  legisla- 
tion. The  burdens  you  may  at  first  impose, 
may  be  light;  this  first  of  the  series  of 
measures  may  but  in  a  small  degree  affect 
the  labour  and  industry  of  this  country,  but 
you  will  shake  the  confidence  of  all  who 
live  by  labour  by  this  indication  of  repent- 
ance as  to  the  course  you  have  of  late  pur- 
sued. The  relief  to  land  which  your  first 
measure  will  give,  will  be  found  inadequate; 
there  will  be  a  fresh  demand  for  the  ful- 
filment of  your  promise  of  protection:  and 
you  will  probably  end,  if  you  are  strong 
enough  to  prevail,  by  the  reimposition  of  | 
duties,  if  not  corresponding  in  amount,  at 
least  in  principle,  with  those  which  were 
removed  in  1842,  and  in  subsequent  years, 
under  the  system  of  commercial  policy 
which  has  been  since  pursued.  I  earnestly 
and  sincerely  deprecate  that  course.  I  de- 
precate it  as  intrinsically  unjust — I  depre- 
cate it  as  most  impolitic,  from  its  tendency 
to  deprive  you  of  that  confidence  and  good 
will  which  have  more  than  repaid  you  for 
any  sacrifice  you  have  made. 

For  the  advice  I  gave  you  in  1846  to 


submit  to  those  sacrifices,  I  have  been  ex* 
posed  to  charges  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months — the  revival  of  charges  of  hanng 
acted  unfaithfully  and  treacherously  to  iii<' 
terests  which  1  undertook  to  defend.  So 
far  as  intention  is  concerned,  I  entreat  jon 
to  consider  whether  I  conld  have  any  per> 
sonal  interest — any  personal  or  political  ob^ 
ject,  in  giving  the  counsel  which  I  gavo^ 
and  in  recommending  the  measures  whieli 
were  adopted.  Admitting  that  there  oaght 
to  be,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  and  mo- 
tives of  public  men,  the  utmost  latitude  of 
discussion,  I  shall  abstain  from  any  farther 
reference  to  the  vituperation  with  whioh  I 
have  been  assailed.  There  is,  however,  one 
charge  that  has  been  brought  against  me 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Nottinghamshire,  which  I  must  notice. 
That  noble  Lord  not  only  imputed  to  me 
mistaken  conduct,  but  he  declared,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  the  county  which  he  re- 
presents, that  1  had  a  private  and  personal 
interest  in  recommending  those  changes  of 
the  law  which  I  proposed  in  1846.  It 
would  be  as  well  if  we  abstained  in  oar  po- 
litical controversies  from  lightly  impatmg 
to  each  other  dishonest  motives.  I  should 
be  disposed  to  give  the  noble  Lord,  in  any 
course  which  he  may  take,  credit  for  the 
purity  of  his  motives,  even  while  I  might 
censure  and  denounce  his  acts.  The  noble 
Lord  has  not  treated  me  with  equal  for- 
bearance; he  not  only  thinks  that  my 
course  has  been  most  impolitic  and  nnjost; 
)ie  not  only  thinks  that  it  has  been  un- 
faithful to  the  interests  which  I  was  bomid 
to  protect ;  but  the  noble  Lord  informed 
those  whom  he  addressed  that  I  was  in- 
fluenced by  considerations  of  private  paltry 
gain  in  advising  the  repeal  of  the  com 
laws.  Ue  founds  his  charge  against  me 
upon  the  assumption  that  my  interests  in 
funded  property  far  exceeded  that  which  I 
had  in  land.  The  noble  Lord  had  con* 
descended,  it  appears,  to  make  inquiry  into 
my  private  circumstances,  and  undertook 
to  inform  those  who  were  listening  to  him 
that  my  property  in  land  was  only  one- 
fourth  of  that  which  I  had  in  the  funds, 
and  that,  therefore,  I  had  a  direct  pecu- 
niary motive  in  advising  the  repeal  of  the 
corn  laws.  Sir,  1  am  little  disposed  to  de:- 
precate  any  reference  which  the  noble  Lord 
may  think  it  consistent  with  his  public  daty 
to  make  to  my  private  circumstances.  I 
should  have  borne  with  much  less  equa- 
nimity the  charges  which  have  been  broi^^t 
against  me,  if  I  were  not  perfectly  indif- 
ferent to  inquiry  and  examination  into  wuf 
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acts  of  mine,  public  or  private,  connected 
with  my  duty  to  the  Crown.  But  this  I 
have  a  right  to  require,  that  when  the 
noble  Lord  thinks  it  fitting  to  charge  me 
with  personal  motives,  and  to  found  that 
charge  upon  allegations  connected  with  my 
private  fortune,  I  have  a  right  to  require 
from  the  noble  Lord  that  he  will  make 
some  inquiry  into  the  facts  on  which  he 
relies,  and  that  he  will  not  prefer  a  charge 
npon  an  assumption  which  is  utterly  and 
totally  erroneous.  Sir,  1  shall  not  trouble 
the  House  with  references  to  private  mat- 
ters; I  shall  only  say  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  happened  to  state  exactly  the  reverse 
of  that  which  he  did  state  with  regard  to 
my  affiiirs,  he  would  have  been  much  nearer 
to  the  truth.  The  noble  Lord,  however  im- 
politio  or  unfaithful  he  may  think  my  course 
to  have  been,  must  acquit  me  of  any  inten- 
tion to  derive  personal  gain  from  the  course 
I  pursued. 

before  you  denounce  the  conductof  a  Min- 
ister of  the  Crown  as  treacherous,  it  would 
be  hot  just  to  place  yourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  that  Minister  is  placed,  and  to 
advert  to  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him. 
Sir,  when  1  and  those  with  whom  1  acted — 
my  valued  friends  and  colleagues — deter- 
mined that  it  was  our  duty  to  propose  to  the 
Legislature  the  removal  of  the  duties  upon 
food,  we  were  threatened  with  a  portentous 
and  mysterious  calamity.  It  was  impos- 
■ible  for  us  to  know  to  what  extent  that 
disorder  which  threatened  the  food  of  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
might  go.  We  knew  this — that  in  Ireland 
alone  not  less  than  4,000,000  of  men  de- 
pended npon  u  single  article  of  sustenance; 
we  knew  that  on  that  article  of  sustenance 
no  reliance  could  be  placed.  I  must  say, 
for  one,  that  I  felt  it  to  be  an  imperative 
duty  as  a  public  man  to  take  precautions, 
even  if  they  should  prove  to  be  superfluous, 
against  a  calamity  which  might  be  fatal  to 
the  peace  of  the  country,  fatal  to  many 
thousands  of  lives.  I  believed  that  it  would 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  agri- 
eoltoral  classes  to  witness  the  effects  of 
diaease  and  famine,  and  refuse  to  apply 
the  natural  remedy,  namely,  increased 
of  subsistence.  I  felt  a  strong  per- 
non,  first,  that  the  duties  on  the  import 
at  food  ought  to  be  suspended;  and,  sec- 
ondljy  that  having  been  suspended,  they 
could  not,  in  the  then  state  of  public  opin- 
joa  and  public  feeling,  be  renewed — that 
tbe  conflict  for  the  revival  of  those  duties, 
after  their  being  once  suspended,  would  be 
one  whiehs  even  if  successful,  would  not  bo 
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for  the  real  interest  of  those  for  whom  it 
was  undertaken.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  had  come  to  the 
same  conclusion;  the  noble  Lord  did  not,  I 
believe,  intend  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment; but  he  had  come  to  the  same 
conclusion,  that  the  duties  upon  com 
ought  to  be  suspended,  and  that  after 
their  suspension  their  revival  would  be 
impossible,  at  least  impossible  without 
a  conflict  which  would  be  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
protection  was  established.  That  was 
my  sincere  belief.  I  thought  it  my  duty 
— a  duty  which  I  owed  to  God  and  to 
this  country — if  there  were  the  chance  of 
famine,  to  take  the  best  precautions  which 
could  be  taken,  by  suspending  the  duties 
upon  food.  I  did  conscientiously  believe 
it  would  be  most  unwise  to  give  a  pledge 
that  after  that  suspension  those  duties 
should  be  renewed.  I  may  have  been  mis- 
taken; but  if  mistaken,  could  I  have  had 
any  personal  or  political  object  in  forfeiting 
your  confidence,  in  relinquishing  office,  and 
in  exposing  myself  to  all  the  abuse  and  vi- 
tuperation, much  less  galling  than  the  loss 
of  the  friendship  and  confidence,  of  those 
with  whom  I  had  long  acted  ?  That  loss  I 
must  submit  to,  but  in  submitting  to  it  I 
declare  that  the  interval  that  has  passed 
has  only  confirmed  my  confidence  m  the 
prudence  of  the  course  which  wo  adopted, 
and  in  the  policy  and  justice  of  those 
commercial  principles  which  were  acted 
upon  from  1842  to  1846,  and  to  which 
the  present  Government  has,  infinitely 
to  my  satisfaction,  steadily  and  consist- 
ently adhered.  Sir,  I  agree  with  the 
lion.  Gentleman  that  the  land  is  the 
stable  basis  of  the  State.  I  should  de- 
plore the  day  when  the  land  lost  its  legiti- 
mate influence.  But  that  day  will  never 
come;  the  land  always  must,  and  will,  re- 
tain its  legitimate  influence.  Why,  you 
are  now  proclaiming  that  if  there  were  a 
dissolution  to-morrow,  and  a  general  elec- 
tion, so  predominant  is  the  influence  of  the 
land  that  a  Parliament  would  be  returned 
which  would  again  revive  protection.  I 
totally  differ  from  you  as  to  the  probable 
result  of  that  election.  It  is  my  firm  belief 
that  protection  never  will  and  never  can 
be  revived;  but  you  convince  me  that  you 
think  that  the  just  influence  of  land  is 
not  diminished  when  you  prophesy  that  it 
would  return  to  Parliament  a  majority 
pledged  to  protection.  Sir,  the  lapse  of 
years,  the  progress  of  public  opinion,  the 
changes   of    institutions    and    mannerS| 
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greatly  modif  j  the  cauBu  which  eontribute 
to  the  infiuenco  of  landed  property.  It 
would  be  impoHible  to  reinvest  the  land 
now  with  the  prinleKes  which  it  poaiessed 
at  the  time  when  the  feadal  system  was 
broken  np;  and  yet  the  relative  weight  and 
inflnonce  of  the  land  are  not  neceisarily 
diminiehed.  Our  institutions  have  un- 
dergone change  and  modification, but  their 
Tital  energies  are  unimpaired.  Queen  Vic- 
toria could  not  addrcBB  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  tone  in  which  Queen  EUzabetli 
addressed  it.  She  could  not  eierciee  pre- 
rogatiTOB  which,  eierciaed  by  her  prede- 
oesBor,  were  not  contested;  but  I  doubt 
whether  the  real  authority  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria— although  great  prerogatives  hare 
been  relinquished — the  influence  of  affec- 
tion, of  attachment,  of  willing  obedience — 
be  not  greater  than  any  which  was  pos- 
sessed by  Queen  Elizabeth.  So  it  has 
been  with  the  privileges  of  the  aristocracy; 
■o  it  has  been  with  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  CominonR.  There  was  a  time 
when  he  who  fished  in  one  of  your  fiah- 
pondg  could  be  apprehended,  and  punished 
for  a  breach  of  privilege.  You  made  a 
wise  concession  of  privileges  revolting  to 
public  opinion ;  but  has  your  influence 
abated?  No,  but  it  has  been  derived  from 
other  sources.  The  willing  abandonment 
of  that  which  eould  not  bo  justly  main- 
tained, was  rewarded  by  an  ample  compen- 
sation in  point  of  real  power  and  honour. 
And  so  it  is  with  the  land.  The  froward 
retention  of  old  customs,  of  old  privileges, 
of  nnjust  exemptions  and  advantages,  irould 
only  undermine  and  not  increase  your  force. 
A  time  had,  in  my  opinion,  arrived  when 
relinquishment  of  such  things  was  more 
for  yonr  permanent  advantage,  more  for 
the  maintenance  of  your  real  authority, 
than  a  severe,  even  a  successful,  struggle 
for  their  retention.  By  relinquishing  pro- 
tection— by  giving  to  the  poor  and  the 
labouring  classes  the  advantages  of  an  un- 
restricted import  of  food — by  doing  this, 
cheerfully  and  voluntarily,  when  there  was 
no  immediate  pressure  of  absolute  neces- 
sity, no  violence,  no  menaces,  yon  secured 
ample  conipensaCion,  in  enhanced  infiuence 
and  authority,  for  that  which  you  relin- 
quished in  abandoning  protection.  Your 
just  influence  cannot  bo  diminished.  It 
is  founded  on  ancient  prescription,  on  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  on  your  own 
high  character  and  conduct;  and  depend 
upon  it,  it  will  not  be  lessened  because  you 
have  refused  to  derive  a  pecuniary  advan- 
tage by  mcreasing  the  price  of  food,  ind 
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imposing  datiei  upon  the  siutenftnoe  of  tlia 
people.  Your  interests  are  insepuably 
interwoven  with  the  general  prmpcrity. 
It  may  be  premature  to  apeak  of  the  le- 
■ulta  of  that  system  of  eommaroial  poUcy 
yon  have  adopted,  bnt  yon  are  not  entitled 
prematurely  to  eondemn  it.  I  km  speak* 
mg  at  a  moment  when  the  ezporta  of  mb> 
nufactnred  produce  in  the  first  year  of  free 
trade  in  com  have  exeeeded  by  tan  nulliou 
the  exports  of  the  last  year,  dniing  wfaioh 
you  had  a  system  of  restriction.  I  am 
speaking  at  a  time  whan  there  is  genanl 
contentment  and  submission  to  the  law, 
when  crime  haa  been  diminished,  wbn 
morality  has  increased.  If  joa  will  not 
admit  these  to  be  the  natnrvl  reenlta  of 
our  commercial  policy,  at  leaat  yon  ouinot 
deny  that  they  have  been  conourrent  with 
a  greater  command  over  oil  the  neee*- 
saries  and  comforts  of  lifie.  I  will  net 
taunt  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  not  bring* 
ing  forward  the  qaestion  of  proteetion; 
but  I  deeply  deplore  that  thera  has  not 
been,  and  that  there  appears  not  likely  to 
be,  an  opportunity  of  testing  by  diuueioB 
the  merits  of  that  great  queation.  I  think 
it  unfortunate  that  by  some  direot  TOta  we 
cannot  decide  whether  protectioii  ehall  be 
revived  or  not.     It  would  be  important  to 


set  at  rest  the  minds  of  the  ooenpying 
tenants;  it  would  be  important  that  Uao- 
lorda  should  understand  that  it  ii  by  k> 


couraging  improvementii  br  t 
tion  of  skill,  by  affording  faciUtioa  to  t£a  oe- 
ertionsoftheirtenantry,  that  they  ranattnut 
for  the  means  to  meet  foreign  competitisB. 
The  hone  of  meeting  it  by  renewed  prote^ 
tion  wiU  prove  to  be  delosire.  If  that  qu^ 
tion  be  brought  forward,  I  should  then  atate 
at  length  the  grounds  on  whioh  I  ftdhste 
to  the  principles  on  which  I  aetod  in  1848| 
upon  which  I  shonld  implore  yon  not  to  iliib 
the  confidence  which  naa  been  npoinil  ii 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Partinaunt,  It 
look  for  the  revival  of  agrietdtanl  proe- 
perity  by  continuing  the  enooarnw— t 
to  industry,  by  increaung  the  MHod 
for  produce,  by  removing  every  remaio* 
ing  restriction  on  commerce,  by  leaving 
this  great  country,  possessod  oe  it  il  ' 
of  natural  advantages  over  every  other 
country  in  the  world — possessed  of  anptaiur  J 
skill  and  capital,  and  every  jthyuul  d»t  j 
ment  of  prosperity — I  ehoi^d  uuplora  }tt 
to  trust  to  your  sniMrinrity  fai  all  mA 
advantages,   i  t,  by  IMJpBllW   j 

dutiea  and  :  i  euumttt  tf<j 

abate       I  vpritOi  and  the  ^ 

indi  |n  and  iudutty*  * 
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These*  Sir,  are  my  opinions,  acted  upon 
while  I  was  in  power,  and  confirmed  by 
all  sabieqnent  experience.    To  these  opin- 
ions I  adhere;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that 
I  may  never  liye  to  see  the  day  when  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  retrace  its  steps. 
Load  J.  RUSSELL  :  Sir,  before  the 
House  comes  to  a  division  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  state — and  at  this  late  hour  I 
shaU  do  so  very  briefly — the  reasons  why, 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  resist  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Buckinghamshire.     The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman came  forward,  and,  in  a  speech  the 
temper  and  ability  of  which  have  been  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  has  proposed  to  us  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
rabjeet  of  the  poor-laws,  with  a  view  to  such 
a  revision  of  them  as  may  mitigate  the  dis- 
tress of  the  agricultural  classes.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  told  us  that,  if  we  go  into 
that  Committee,  he  will  propose  three  re- 
wdntions — the  effect  of  the  first  of  which 
woold  be  to  transfer  to  the  Consolidated 
Fond  the  whole  expense  of  the  establishment 
of  the  poor-laws;  the  second  would  transfer 
to  the  Consolidated  Fund  some  half  a  mil- 
Bon  of  other  charges;  and  the  third  would 
{dace  upon  the   general   revenue  of  the 
imited  kingdom  the  cost  of  maintaining 
and  providing  for  the  casual  poor.     The 
hon.  Gentleman  reckons  that  upwards  of 
29000,0002.    may   be  transferred   to   the 
Conadlidated  Fund,  and  he  said,  most  fairly 
—not  concealing   his   objects — that   this 
was  bat  one  of  a  series  of  measures  which 
he  meant  to  propose.     Now,  Sir,  I  object 
to  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  first  place,  because  I  think  the  alle- 
gation, that  it  is  founded  in  justice  and 
tMoired  by  justice,  has  not  been  proved. 
If  it  be  true  that  this  change  is  demanded 
hr  jnstice,  I  ask  how  it  can  be  contended 
l£at  ihe  remaining  10,000,000^.  of  taxa- 
ttoDy  wUch  the  hon.  Gentleman  says  is  un- 
fciflj  placed  upon  the  agriculturists,  should 
9lSH  continue  to  be  imposed  ?     The  claim 
iTJttitice  applies  to  the  whole  12,000,000^, 
IM  «dl  as  to  the  2,000, 0007.  which  hepro- 
folao  to  transfer.     If  the  claim  of  justice 
WfMBe,  it  applies  equally  to  the  ten  as  to 
tta  two  tmllions.     1  say,  then,  that  the 
MMUMDJ  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ittinber  for  Ripen  was  perfectly  well  found- 
•d  idion  he  said  that  he  did  not  contcm- 
|MM  tins  as  the  only  change  ;  but  that 
■bAo  iJMurteen  or  eighteen  millions  would 
ftlbvf  Ae  proposal  now  made.     But,  Sir, 
%i^.  Mi  henere  there  is  any  justice  in  this 
I  do  not  thbky  if  we  compare  the 


whole  of  the  burdens  of  this  country  as 
they  are  laid  on  the  various  classes  of  it, 
that  there  is  the  unfair  pressure  on  the 
agricultural  interest   to  which   the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  alluded.     Let  us  consider 
how  far  the  taxation  of  the  country  affects 
other  classes  as  compared  with  the  agri- 
cultural classes.     With  regard  to  legacy 
duty,   for  instance,  that  does  not   affect 
landed  property.      Then,  again,  with  re- 
spect to  the  income  tax,  there  is  an  in- 
equality which  I  believe  cannot  be  avoided, 
but  which   certainly  cannot  be   denied — 
namely,  that  incomes  obtained  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  professional  skill,  the  power  to 
earn  which  may  cease  at  any  moment,  are 
equally  taxed  with  the  hereditary  incomes 
derived  from  landed  property.      Then,  if 
we  look  to  the  poorer  classes,  there  are 
upwards  of  11,000,000^.  raised  by  the  Ex- 
cise; and  there  are  also  the  Customs'  du- 
ties, to  which  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Ripon  has  alluded,  through  which  those 
classes  contribute  a  large  amount  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country.     So  that  I  do  not 
think  that,  as  a  general  proposition,  it  can 
be  maintained  that  the  landed  interest  is 
unfairly  burdened.      But,  supposing  this 
claim  is  not  founded  in  justice,  let  us  con- 
sider if  it  is  expedient  to  make  the  pro- 
posed transfer.      Upoq  this  point   I   am 
bound  to  say,  that  I  should  not  feel  justi- 
fied, as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  in  pre- 
suming  that   there  will  be    a  surplus  of 
2,000,000?.  of  revenue,  or  that  this  House 
can  safely  proceed  upon  that  supposition. 
I  do  not  feel  by  any  means  sure  that,  after 
the  estimates  are  voted,  the  balance  of  the 
income  over  expenditure  for  the  year  will 
leave  a  surplus  of  2,000,000L;  and  if  there 
were  not  such  a  surplus,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  have  to  propose  new  taxes.     I 
must  say,  that,  after  having  increased  the 
public  debt  within  the  last  few  years,  it 
will  be  our  duty,  if  there  should  be  any 
probability  of  a  surplus,  of  income  over  ex- 
penditure in  the  next  year,  to  diminish,  if 
not  the  great  general  debt  of  the  country, 
at  least  that  portion  of  it  which  has  been 
contracted  within  the  last  four  years.     I 
know  that  it  would  be  a  much  more  po- 
pular measure  to  propose  a  revision  of  tax- 
ation, hut  I  feel  I  should  not  be  justified 
in  saying  that  I  should  be  ready  to  take 
that  course,  because  I  consider  that  in  the 
first  place  we  should  attempt  some  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt  lately  incurred.     But,  sup- 
posing we  were  altogether  to  neglect  that 
duty — that  the  House  should  decide  that 
the  whole  surplus  calculated  upon  shall  go 
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at  once  to  the  revision  of  taxes,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  determine  now 
that  the  whole  of  that  revision  should  be 
favourable  to  real  property,  and  that  you 
should  preclude  yourselves  from  the  revi- 
sion of  any  taxes  that  press  hardly  upon 
the  industry  of  the  country.  There  is  one 
species  of  taxation  which  has  been  alluded 
to  and  strongly  animadverted  upon  by  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  appoint- 
ed for  the  special  purpose  of  considering 
that  tax.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bucking- 
hamshire professes  to  be  anxious  to  relieve 
not  merely  the  great  landed  aristocracy, 
but  the  200,000  persons  who  own  small 
landed  estates.  Now,  how  are  those  small 
proprietors  affected  by  the  taxes  now  en- 
forced as  stamp  duties?  It  is  stated  by 
the  Committee  I  have  alluded  to,  that  in 
a  50^.  sale  the  stamp  duty  amounts  to  12| 
per  cent;  on  a  100^.  sale  to  5  per  cent; 
and  on  sales  above  lOOl,  to  1  per  cent. 
They  state  further  in  the  evidence  given 
by  Mr.  Baxter,  that  it  appeared  in  evi- 
dence before  them  that  a  mortgage  of 
501,  would  cost  in  law  expenses  and 
stamps  30  per  cent ;  and  that  the  expense 
goes  on  diminishing  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  mortgage.  The  expenses 
on  a  mortgage  of  12,5007.  would  be  K. 

?er  cent,  and  upon  a  mortgage  of  25,000^ 
5s,  per  cent,  and  one  of  100,0007.,  only 
12^.  per  cent.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
the  smaller  proprietors,  who  may  wish  to 
mortgage  their  property  to  the  extent  of 
501,  or  1007.,  pay  for  stamps  and  law  ex- 
penses a  much  greater  amount  in  propor- 
tion than  a  larger  proprietor  who  may 
effect  a  mortgage  for  100,0007.  When 
the  hon.  Gentleman  says,  then,  that  his 
object  is  to  benefit  not  the  richer  proprie- 
tors, but  the  smaller  yeomen  of  the  coun- 
try, I  contend  that  it  is  not  consistent  with 
that  profession  to  ask  the  House  to  adopt 
resolutions  which  would  entirely  preclude 
the  Government  and  the  House  from  en- 
tertaining any  propositions  which  would 
tend  to  equalise  these  taxes,  and  diminish 
the  very  great  and  disproportionate  burden 
thrown  upon  the  yeomen.  1  will  not  now 
allude  to  other  taxes,  to  which  both  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  spoke  last,  and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Ripon,  have  referred; 
but  I  wish  to  notice  one  observation  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Ripon,  because 
otherwise  impressions  might  be  induced 
which  might  lead  to  very  serious  appre- 
hensions in  one  of  our  colonies — I  allude 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
jnan  that  a  tax  should  be  placed  upon  co- 


lonial timber.  I  will  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  would  be  possible  or  advis- 
able to  reduce  the  duty  upon  foreign  tim- 
ber ;  but  as  Parliament  has  deliberately 
reduced  the  duty  on  colonial  timber  to  If. 
a  load,  and  Canada — which  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  question  —  has  suffered 
greatly  from  the  failure  of  the  expecta- 
tions held  out  by  the  Act  of  1843,  that 
she  should  enjoy,  to  a  great  extent,  a 
monopoly  of  corn  in  the  markets  of  this 
country,  I  think  it  would  be  acting  tnth 
very  great  imprudence,  and  even  with  in- 
justice, to  our  North  American  provinces^ 
if  any  further  duties  were  imposed  on  co- 
lonial timber.  The  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  would  en- 
tirely deprive  us  of  any  chance  of  diminish- 
ing the  debt  we  have  incurred  within  the 
last  few  years;  and  in  that  respect  I  con- 
sider that  if  the  House  adopted  it,  they 
would  come  to  a  rash  and  imprudent  deci- 
sion. It  would  also  deprive  us  of  the  op- 
portunity of  applying  any  surplus  whidi 
may  remain  to  the  diminution  of  taxes, 
whether  pressing  specially  upon  the  landed 
interest,  or  pressing  generally  upon  the  in- 
dustrious classes.  1  think,  therefore,  that 
it  would  be  wiser  for  the  House  to  wait 
till  the  financial  year  is  closed,  and  the 
whole  state  of  our  finances  is  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  they  can  then  judge  whe- 
ther the  proposition  of  the  Government,  or 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, will  tend  most  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try. My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  has 
truly  said  that  we  are  not  to  be  considered, 
by  rejecting  this  Motion,  as  being  pre- 
cluded, if  there  is  any  particular  charee 
which  has  been  unduly  placed  upon  the 
real  property  of  the  country,  from  trans- 
ferring it  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  to 
the  general  revenue.  But  my  right  hon. 
Friend  certainly  did  not  intend  any  snch 
revision  or  transfer  as  is  proposed  bj  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  hot 
alluded  to  some  of  those  smaller  hardens 
which  have  of  late  years  been  placed  npon 
the  real  property  of  the  country,  and  which 
might  be  transferred  without  any  embar- 
rassment to  our  finances.  Now  let  us  see, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  what  would  be  the 
advantage  to  the  landed  interest  if  the 
proposed  great  transfer  were  made.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth  has  shown  that  of  the  2,000,000L 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  proposed  to  transfor, 
1,000,0007.  would  go  to  the  owners  of  real 
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property  who  have  no  claim  to  special  re- 
lief; and  it  is  certainly  in  evidence  that  no 
great  part  of  it  would  go  to  the  tenant- 
farmers  of  the  country.     We  are  told  hy 
the  right  hon,  Memher  for  the  University 
of  Oxford  that  the  landlords  would  show 
some  indulgence  to  their  tenants.     1  must 
say   1   think  it  is  exceedingly  douhtful. 
But  beyond  this  there  are  other  considera- 
tions which  have  not  been  much  adverted 
to  in  this  debate.     There  is  one  whicli  I 
think  of  considerable  importance,  and  it  is 
this  —  the  expenditure  which  would    be 
caused  under  the  proposed  transfer.     We 
know  very  well,  that  so  long  as  the  estab- 
lishment charges  are  under  local  manage- 
ment, and  supported  by  a  local  rate,  there 
is  a  strong  reason  for  a  vigilance  which  it 
would  be  difficult  for  a  public  body  such  as 
the  Poor  Law  Commission  to  exercise,  and 
that  if  the  proposed  change  were  adopted, 
there  would  be  a  great  danger  that  the  ex- 
pense  would  increase ;  but,  besides,  there 
is  a  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal 
which  I  heard  with  considerable  surprise 
— I  mean  that  part  which  refers  to  the 
casual  poor.     Now,  if  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  which  would  lead  to 
negligence  and   abuse,   it  would  be  the 
transference  of  that  particular  burden  to 
the  public  revenue.     It  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Ward,  while  Member  for  Sheffield,  on  one 
occasion  that  the  expense  of  the  casual 
poor  of  that  town  had  increased  in  two 
years  from  131,  I5s.  to  5032.     He  stated 
that  the  increase  of  the  poor-rate  was  in  the 
following  ratio  :— In  1840  it  was  26,0002. ; 
in  1841,  it  was  35,0002. ;  in  1842,  it  was 
52,0002.     He  did  not  positively  state  that 
the  whole  of  this  increase  was  owing  to 
the  casual   poor;   but  the   increase  from 
132.  15*.  to  5032.,  which  I  have  referred 
to  as  having  occurred  under  local  control, 
shows  how  impossible  it  would  be  for  my 
right  hon.   Friend   the   President  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board,  conducting,  as  it  is  gene- 
rally acknowledged  he   does,  with  great 
ability,    that    board,    how    impossible   it 
would  be  for  him  to  get  any  account  of  the 
casual  poor  so  as  to  enable  him  to  keep 
down    the    expense    which  would    arise. 
There  is  another  part  of  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  which  I  think  deserves 
the  most  serious  consideration.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  told  us  that  this  is  the  first 
of  a  series  of  measures,    and   the  noble 
Lord    the    Member  for    Colchester    told 
us    that    he    considered    this    was    only 
a  part  of  the  debt  which  is  due  to  the  land- 
ed interest.    Now,  are  you  prepared  to 


take  the  first  step  in  that  direction,  with 
the  alternative  of  either  agreeing  or  refus- 
ing in  the  ultimate  measures  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  said,  to  be  sure,  that  it  is  usual 
when  persons  proposed  any  reform,  to  say 
that  it  would  lead  to  other  measures.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  usual  for  the  opponents  of  a 
measure  to  say  so;  but  here  it  is  said  by 
the  author  of  the  measure — by  the  person 
who  brought  forward  the  resolutions.  Well, 
then,  let  us  see  what  those  measures  are  to 
be.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  presented  a  petition  from 
Buckingham  and  its  neighbourhood,  pray- 
ing the  House  to  sanction  such  measures 
as  would  make  real  property  bear  a  fair 
and  just  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  also  to  render  the  competi- 
tion between  native  industry  and  the  fo- 
reigner more  equal,  by  raising  a  portion  of 
the  revenue  from  foreign  importations. 
Now,  these  words  mean,  as  I  understand 
them,  that  there  should  be  an  import  duty 
upon  all  articles  imported,  including  the 
special  article  of  corn.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's measure,  therefore,  is  a  measure 
which  is  to  lead  hereafter,  first,  to  a  much 
further  and  more  extensive  transfer  of  the 
burden  from  the  poor-rate  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  a 
revival  of  protection.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Oxford,  I  must  say,  treated  this  subject 
in  a  manner  which  surprised  mo.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  if  you  adopt 
this  measure,  its  tendency  would  be  to 
weaken  the  agitation  for  the  restoration  of 
protection.  I  own  1  never  heard  a  more 
curious  consequence  deduced  from  a  vic- 
tory than  that  it  would  weaken  the  appli- 
cation of  the  persons  who  had  obtained  it, 
and  induce  them  to  refrain  from  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  their  object.  1  always 
thought  before,  that  if  persons  who  pursued 
an  object,  in  which,  no  doubt,  they  were 
very  sincere,  very  zealous,  and  very  ear- 
nest, got  some  advantage  in  the  course  of 
their  career,  that  advantage  excited  them 
to  go  on.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says, 
**  No;  give  them  this  first  step  in  their 
series  of  measures,  and  then  the  party  will 
be  satisfied  and  will  go  no  further.*'  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  University  of  Oxford,  ought  to 
be  a  great  logician;  but  I  must  confess  that 
his  present  logic  is  very  different  from  any 
that  I  have  heard  of  in  any  university  or 
school  whatever.    But  let  us  follow  out  the 
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propertj  who  have  no  claim  to  special  re- 
fief;  and  it  is  certainly  in  evidence  that  no 
neat  part  of  it  would  go  to  the  tenant- 
mmiers  of  the  country.     We  are  told  hy 
the  right  hon.  Memher  for  the  University 
of  Oxfbrd  that  the  landlords  would  show 
some  indulgence  to  their  tenants.     1  must 
aaj  I   think  it  is  exceedingly  douhtful. 
Bat  beyond  this  there  are  other  considera- 
tions which  have  not  been  much  adverted 
to  in  this  debate.     There  is  one  which  1 
tiiink  of  considerable  importance,  and  it  is 
thia  —  the  expenditure  which   would    be 
caused  imder  the  proposed  transfer.     We 
know  Tery  well,  that  so  long  as  the  estab- 
fiahment  charges  are  under  local  manage- 
meatf  and  supported  by  a  local  rate,  there 
is  a  strong  reason  for  a  vigilance  which  it 
would  be  difficult  for  a  public  body  such  as 
die  Poor  Law  Commission  to  exercise,  and 
that  if  the  proposed  change  were  adopted, 
there  would  be  a  great  danger  that  the  ex- 
pense would  increase ;  but,  besides,  there 
IS  a  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal 
vhich  I  heard  with  considerable  surprise 
—I  mean  that  part  which  refers  to  the 
casual  poor.     Now,  if  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  which  would   lead  to 
negligence  and   abuse,   it  would  be  the 
transference  of  that  particular  burden  to 
the  public  revenue.     It  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Ward,  while  Member  for  Sheffield,  on  one 
•eeasion  that  the  expense  of  the  casual 
poor  of  that  town  had  increased  in  two 
jears  from  13^.  15^.  to  5032.     He  stated 
that  the  increase  of  the  poor-rate  was  in  the 
Idlowing  ratio :— In  1840  it  was  26,0002. ; 
m  1841,  it  was  35,0002. ;  in  1842,  it  was 
£890002.     He  did  not  positively  state  that 
the  whole  of  this  increase  was  owing  to 
the  casual  poor;   but  the   increase  from 
131.  15^.  to  5032.,  which  I  have  referred 
.  to  as  haying  occurred  under  local  control, 
■hows  how  impossible  it  would  be  for  my 
jiright  hon.  Friend  the   President  of  the 
.iPoor  Law  Board,  conducting,  as  it  is  gene- 
.^Kallj  acknowledged   he   does,  with  great 
^jflmitjt    that    board,    how    impossible   it 
f^poam  be  for  him  to  get  any  account  of  the 
^mmsl  poor  80  as  to  enable  him  to  keep 
.^^vn    the   expense    which  would    arise. 
iffhere  is  another  part  of  the  statement  of 
.tile  hon.  Gentleman  which  I  think  deserves 
^fAe  most  serious  consideration.     The  hon. 
.,0«iiilemaa  told  us  that  this  is  the  first 
4f  a  series  of  measures,    and    the  noble 
iliOrd    the    Member  for    Colchester    told 
.V    that    he    considered    this    was    only 
•  part  of  the  debt  which  is  due  to  the  land- 
■  wt  interest*    Now,  are  you  prepared  to 


take  the  first  step  in  that  direction,  with 
the  alternative  of  either  agreeing  or  refus- 
ing in  the  ultimate  measures  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  said,  to  be  sure,  that  it  is  usual 
when  persons  proposed  any  reform,  to  say 
that  it  would  lead  to  other  measures.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  usual  for  the  opponents  of  a 
measure  to  say  so;  but  here  it  is  said  by 
the  author  of  the  measure — ^by  the  person 
who  brought  forward  the  resolutions.  Well, 
then,  let  us  see  what  those  measures  are  to 
be.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire  presented  a  petition  from 
Buckingham  and  its  neighbourhood,  pray- 
ing the  House  to  sanction  such  measures 
as  would  make  real  property  bear  a  fair 
and  just  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  also  to  render  the  competi- 
tion between  native  industry  and  the  fo- 
reigner more  equal,  by  raising  a  portion  of 
the  revenue  from  foreign  importations. 
Now,  these  words  mean,  as  I  understand 
them,  that  there  should  be  an  import  duty 
upon  all  articles  imported,  including  the 
special  article  of  corn.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's measure,  therefore,  is  a  measure 
which  is  to  lead  hereafter,  first,  to  a  much 
further  and  more  extensive  transfer  of  the 
burden  from  the  poor-rate  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  a 
revival  of  protection.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Oxford,  I  must  say,  treated  this  subject 
in  a  manner  which  surprised  me.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  if  you  adopt 
this  measure,  its  tendency  would  be  to 
weaken  the  agitation  for  the  restoration  of 
protection.  I  own  I  never  heard  a  more 
curious  consequence  deduced  from  a  vic- 
tory than  that  it  would  weaken  the  appli- 
cation of  the  persons  who  had  obtained  it, 
and  induce  them  to  refrain  from  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  their  object.  I  always 
thought  before,  that  if  persons  who  pursued 
an  object,  in  which,  no  doubt,  they  were 
very  sincere,  very  zealous,  and  very  ear- 
nest, got  some  advantage  in  the  course  of 
their  career,  that  advantage  excited  them 
to  go  on.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says, 
*'No;  give  them  this  first  step  in  their 
series  of  measures,  and  then  the  party  will 
be  satisfied  and  will  go  no  further.*'  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  University  of  Oxford,  ought  to 
bo  a  great  logician ;  but  I  must  confess  that 
his  present  logic  is  very  different  from  any 
that  I  have  heard  of  in  any  university  or 
school  whatever.    But  let  us  follow  out  the 
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practical  consequences  of  the   success  of 
this  measure,  and  see  if  they  are  such  as 
are  likely  to  weaken  agitation.     Let  us 
suppose  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Buckinghamshire,  with  the  aid  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Oxford,  who  is  opposed 
to  protection,  and  who  would  be  sorry  to 
see  the  principles  of  free  trade  disturbed — 
let  us  suppose,  I  say,  that  with  this  aid 
the  hon.  Member  succeeds  in  his  Motion 
to-night.      With   the   same   majority   we 
must  suppose  that  his  resolution  to  trans- 
fer 2,000,000?.  from  the  real  property  of 
the  country  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  would 
be  carried  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.     We  must   also  suppose,  that  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  measure,  there  would 
be  a  change  of  Ministers — for  it  would  be 
contrary  to  decency  and  precedent  that  wo 
should  attempt  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Lord 
Stanley,  and  others  who  might  obtain  offi- 
cial position  by  the  vote  of  this  House, 
would  doubtless  be  anxious  to  satisfy  his 
friends  in  the  country,  who,  if  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  history  of  agitation,  would  be 
more  eager  and  bent  on  their  object  than 
ever.     The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire    would,    no    doubt, 
very  soon  propose  some  further  measures 
which  would  have  for  their  end  the  restora- 
tion of  those  import  duties  upon  articles  of 
food,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford  in- 
duced Parliament  to  remove.     When  be 
made   that   proposition,    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman,  I  conclude,  would  oppose  it; 
and  if  he  was  successful  in  his  opposition, 
that  would  of  course  be  an  end  to  the  new 
Ministry  for  the  restoration  of  protection ; 
and  how  would  the  agriculturists  like  that? 
How  would  they  relish  to  have  all  their 
hopes  suddenly  cast  down  to  the  ground, 
and  told  that  a  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  allow  them  to  be  car- 
ried out  ?  I  ask,  whether  this  is  really  the 
way  to  put  an  end  to  agitation  ?     Would 
it  not,  on  the  contrary,  be  twice  as  great 
as  now  ?  Or,  suppose  that  that  other  event 
of  wliicli  so  much  has  been  talked  of  of 
late — I  need  have  no  delicacy  in  mention- 
ing it — suppose  I  say  that  a  dissolution  of 
Parliament  took  place,  and  the  battle,  in- 
stead of  being  confined  to  the  debates  of 
this  House,  were  carried  to  every  hustings 
in  the  country — I  ask   if  that   would  be 
likely  to  weaken  the  agitation  ?  And  until 
they  get  the  new  Parliament  and  saw  whe- 
ther it  would  agree  to  protection  or  not, 
with  the  whole  agricultural  interest  on  the 


one  side,  thinking  the  hour  of  Tietory  was 
come,  and  the  manufacturing  dasaei  irri- 
tated and  violent,  on  the  other,  at  the  pro- 
posal for  restoring  the  tax  on  th^  food, 
would  not  the  agitation  ho  ton  times  worse 
than  it  is  at  present  ?    Although,  there- 
fore, I  can  well  understand  the  object  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamahire,  and 
think  he  is  proceeding  in  a  fair  way  enough 
to  obtain  his  object,  I  own  I  cannot  un- 
derstand those  who,  being  against  the  end 
he  has  in  view,  are  yet  in  favour  of  the 
means  by  which  he  geelu  to  obtain  it.  The 
agricultural  interest  may  think  that  we 
who  are  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  have 
not  only  failed  in  our  duty  in  not  express* 
ing  proper  sympathy  for  their  distress,  but 
in  not  proposing  those  measures  of  relief 
which  they  imagine  to  be  calculated  to  give 
them  the  alleviation  which  they  seek.    My 
answer  to  that  is  this,  that  although  we 
sincerely    sympathise   with   the    distress 
which  they  are   suffering,    I  believe  we 
should  aggravate  that  distress,  and  not 
diminish    it,  if  we   said  that  either  by 
a    transfer,    such  as    now  proposed,   of 
by    reopening    the    question   cif   protee* 
tion,  we  should  give  any  effective  rdief. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Seeretaiy 
quoted  returns  which  showed  how  great 
had  been  the  diminution  of  the  bnidens 
upon  the  landed  interest  from  the  jear 
1815;  and  upon  looking  at  those  returns  I 
find  that  while  in  1815  the  hardens  upon 
real  property  for  relief  of  the  poor  were  ss 
1  to  49,  they  were  in  1849  as  1  to  15. 
That  is  the  statement  as  to  the  whole  of 
the  real  property  of  the  countrj  in  knd; 
and  if  you  were  to  take  every  description 
of  real  property,  it  would  be  seen  that 
while  about  two-thirds  of  the  wh(de  sum 
charged,  5,813,0001.,  fell  upon  the  land  in 
1815,  less  than  one-half  feu  upon  land  in 
1849.    If  that  is  the  ease,  and  the  land 
has  at  the  same  time  increased  in  yalne,  I 
beg  the  House  to  consider  whenoe  this 
alleviation  of  their  burdens  has  arisen.    It 
has  arisen  from  nothing  but  the  inereaie 
of  the  wealth  of  the  country,  from  the  ma- 
nufactures, commerce,  and  industiy  of  the 
country;  and  if  this  great  relief  has  oeeor^ 
red  from  1813  to  1849,  so,  if  commerce 
and  manufactures  continue  to  flourish,  tlis 
burden  will  be  still  further  relieved,  in  the 
first  place  by  commerce  and  naaiiiifisetiire 
bearing  a  great  part  of  the  burden,  and  ia 
the  next  place  by  having  the  best  market 
in  the  world  ready  at  hand  in  which  to 
dispose  of  their  agricultural  produce  of 
every  kind.    Such  I  believe  to  be  the  tne 
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interest  of  agrionltuFe.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  landed  interest  will  take  the  ad- 
▼iee  of  a  nohle  Duke,  and  say,  '*  We  will 
try  our  hand  at  political  speculation,  and 
■ee  whether  we  cannot  get  another  Govern- 
ment  and  other  Parliament,  which  wiU  re- 
store protection,"  I  helieve  that  instead  of 
their  being  in  a  flourishing  condition  they 
will  continue  to  keep  up  agitation,  and  the 
onltiTation  of  the  soil  will  not  bo  attended 
with  that  saccess  which  in  other  circum- 
stances it  would  be  certain  to  attain.  I 
hare  no  doubt  that  although  the  landed  in- 
terest of  the  country  have  been  of  late  mis- 
led in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  their 
own  interest,  that  in  a  short  time,  unless 
the  House  shall  give  encouragement  to  a 
contrary  course  by  their  yote  to-night,  they 
will  act  with  the  spirit  which  Mr.  Lindsay, 
the  shipowner,  who  wrote  very  ably  in  fa- 
▼our  of  the  navigation  laws  last  year,  has 
displayed  with  regard  to  ships.    He  said — 

"  I  fought  for  the  navigation  laws,  but  they  are 
fona.  Let  us  act  with  the  spirit  of  Englishmen, 
and  see  whether  we  can't  get  better  men  to  com- 
maiid  our  ships — whether  we  cannot  build  them 
diaaptr,  as  well  as  improve  their  oonstruotion, 
•nd  whether  we  cannot  stand  against  the  compe- 
iition  of  the  world." 

Now»  if  that  is  the  case  with  regard  to  a 
shipowner,  who  sends  his  vessels  to  distant 
lands,  what,  I  ask,  is  there  to  prevent  the 
si|^Qltural  interest  of  England  to  com- 
pete, at  their  own  homes,  and  close  to  their 
own  doors,  with  any  farmers  abroad  who 
nay  tend  their  produce  to  this  country  ? 
One  of  the  mistakes  most  commonly  incul- 
eated  is,  that  in  other  countries  no  taxes 
exist  similar  in  amount  to  those  of  this 
country.  But  that  is  a  total  error.  In 
France  Uie  land  pays  a  tax  amounting  to 
SO  per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  land.  In 
Pmssia  the  land  pays  a  tax  of  more  than 
20  per  cent,  ana  there  is  hardly  any  of 
these  countries  in  which  the  tax  on  the 
owners  of  land  is  not  greater  than  in  Eng- 
land. If  this,  then,  be  the  case,  let  the 
landed  interest  of  England  look  to  their 
own  exertions,  to  their  own  means,  to  their 
own  intelligence,  for  their  success  in  that 
great  and  useful  pursuit  in  which  they  are 
engaged.  I  believe  that  the  landed  inter- 
mXt  containing  among  them  the  whole  of 
the  proprietors,  great  and  small,  of  the 
knd  of  this  country,  and  all  the  occupiers 
of  land  in  this  country — I  believe  that  they 
will  preserre  the  influenco  they  have  hither- 
to had  in  this  country.  Sir,  towards  the 
and  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
Ml»  who  last  spoke,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
alluded  to  a  matter  personal  to 


himself.  Now,  the  only  thing  I  regretted 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  was,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  notice  a  speech  of  a  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  North  Nottingham- 
shire, who  imputed  to  him  motives  of  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  course  he  had  taken 
in  recommending  the  repeal  of  the  com 
laws.  Now,  such  a  charge  will  not  he 
credited  by  any  man  of  sense  and  intelli- 
gence in  this  country.  Whether  the  course 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  in 
1846 — and  in  which  I  fully  agreed  with 
him — was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country, 
or  whether,  as  some  believe,  it  was  calcu-* 
lated  to  injure  the  great  agricultural  inter- 
ests, my  belief  is,  that  full  justice  will  be 
done  both  in  this  time  and  in  all  future 
time,  to  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actu- 
ated. Commanding,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen^ 
tleman  did,  a  great  majority  in  the  Houso 
of  Commons — having  it  in  his  power  if  he 
thought  fit,  and  believed  it  beneficial  to  the 
country,  to  continue  to  possess  that  majo- 
rity by  means  of  upholding  the  com  law, 
that  he  had  then  proposed  the  repeal  of 
that  law,  shows,  I  say,  that  nothing  but  a 
predominant  and  paramount  sense  of  duty 
— of  duty  to  his  Sovereign,  of  duty  to  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  of  duty  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people — could  have  led  him  to 
take  the  course  which  he  then  did.  Sir,  I 
have  omitted  altogether  any  question  as  to 
whether  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  took  was  a  course  which  I 
thought  at  the  time  calculated  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  country.  But  I  say  that  it- 
would  be  to  reduce  the  noble  science  of 
political  administration  in  this  country — ' 
that  it  would  be  to  reduce  the  men  in  this 
House  who  take  part  in  your  deliberations — 
to  the  meanest  level,  if  it  could  be  sup- 
posed that  he  who  then  was  the  leader 
of  the  Government,  and  the  leader  of  this 
House,  could  be  induced  by  any  mean  or 
unfair  motives  to  take  the  course  which 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  then  took.  I 
only  trust  that  he  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary again  to  defend  himself  from  these 
attacks.  If  he  does  defend  the  course 
which  he  then  took,  let  it  be  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  calculated  to  be  for  the  benefit 
of  his  country;  but  with  regard  to  his  per- 
sonal motives  I  hold  that  he  is  quite  above 
every  breath  of  suspicion. 

Lord  H.  BENTINCK  said,  he  should 
not  have  risen  at  all,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  direct  reference  which  had  been  made 
to  him  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem* 
ber  for  Tamworth;  for  he  had  not  the 
vanity  to  suppose  that,  at  that  late  hour  of 
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tbe  night,  the  House,  which  had  shown  so 
little  forbearance  to  speakers  of  the  first 
class,  would  listen  to  him  for  more  than  a 
few  moments  whilst  he  endeavoured  to  give 
an  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
confined  himself  simply  to  what  he  (Lord 
H.  Ben  tin  ck)  did  saj  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  not  have  extracted  a 
single  word  from  him  on  this  occasion;  hut 
as  he  had  given  way  to  a  weakness — and 
not  for  the  first  time  in  that  House — ^in 
sporting  with  non-combatants,  who  might 
not,  from  one  circumstance  or  another,  be 
able  effectively  to  answer  for  themselves; 
and  since  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  been  somewhat  hastily  en- 
dorsed by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  sat 
down,  he  trusted  to  the  House  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  accused  him  with 
having,  at  a  recent  meeting  in  the  country, 
charged  him  with  falsehood  and  treason. 
[Sir  R.  Peel:  No;  with  treachery.]  Well, 
that  was  very  nearly  the  same  thing.  How- 
ever, he  would  now  correct  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  as  to  what  he  really  did  say. 
What  he  said  was,  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  a  benevolent  man — that,  being 
in  a  good  position  in  point  of  fortune,  he 
was  better  able  to  bear  the  change  his  po- 
licy had  produced  than  those  agriculturists 
who  had  no  funded  property;  that  he  was, 
on  that  account,  better  able  to  do  what  was 
handsome  and  liberal  by  his  tenants.  He 
did  say,  though  he  might  be  wrong  in  his 
figures — he  did  say  that  one-fourth  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  property  might  be  in 
land,  and  the  other  three-fourths  in  money 
or  in  the  funds.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
however,  had  now  said  that  the  reverse  was 
actually  true.  [Sir  R.  Peel:  No,  no!] 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  also  said,  that 
it  was  his  (Lord  H.  Bentinck's)  duty,  be- 
fore speaking  of  his  property,  to  have  in- 
vestigated the  matter,  and  to  have  ascer- 
tained in  what  his  fortune  cxactlv  consisted. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Baronet  say  that  he 
had  nothing  invested  in  mortgages  ?  [**  Oh, 
oh  ! "]  The  chief  witness,  however,  on 
whose  testimony  he  had  rested  what  he 
had  said  about  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  was 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel  himself,  who  had 
said,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
passing  his  Currency  Bill  in  1819,  that  he 
woald  increase  the  fortune  of  his  family, 
though  he  would  ruin  his  country.  That 
was  sufficient  ground  for  the  remarks  he 
had  made  respecting  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
zonet's  fortune;  and  if  the  right  hon,  Ba- 


ronet would  now  get  up  and  aaj  that  three- 
fourths  of  his  property  was  in  land,  and 
one-fourth  in  the  fands,  he  would  be  fla- 
tisfied. 

Sir  R.  PEEL:  I  really  am  quite 
ashamed  to  trouble  the  Honse  upon  this 
matter.  The  noble  Lord  said,  at  a  pablie 
meeting,  that  I  had  a  direct  and  personal 
interest  in  proposing  ihe  repeal  of  the  com 
laws,  because  my  property  was  three-fourths 
in  the  funds,  and  one-fourth  in  land.  He 
now  asks  whether  I  have  not  something  is 
mortgages  ?  If  it  is  any  satisfaction  to  the 
noble  Lord,  I  will  tell  him  that  I  hare  not 
a  single  shilling  on  mortgage;  and  what  I 
said  to  the  noble  Lord  was  this,  thai  if  he 
had  reversed  his  statement  that  I  had 
three-fourths  of  my  property  in  the  funds, 
and  one-fourth  in  land,  he  would  have  been 
nearer  the  truth. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  replied:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
following  him  the  first  night  of  the  de- 
bate, had  replied  to  a  speech  which  he 
(Mr.  Disraeli)  had  made  in  the  House  at 
the  beginning  of  last  Session;  he  also 
replied  to  a  speech  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  making,  in  the  county  of  Bssez, 
during  the  recess;  but  the  right  hon.  Oeof 
tleman,  in  his  eagerness  to  meet  all  the 
points  of  the  case,  quite  forgot  to  make 
any  reply  to  the  obsenrations  which  he 
(Mr.  Disraeli)  made  when  he  introduced 
this  Motion  on  Tuesday  last.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  Gorermnent  were 
much  disappointed  that  he  had  not  pro- 
posed something  definite  respecting  the 
Law  of  Settlement,  which  was  rather  sin- 
gular, since,  in  the  reports  on  the  Law  of 
Settlement  by  their  own  Commissioners, 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  himsdf  had 
just  laid  on  the  table,  it  was  stated  that 
although  the  general  feeling  of  the  oovmtry 
was  against  the  Law  of  Settlement^  as  at 
present  existing,  yet  opinion  was  equally 
general  against  any  interference  with  that 
law,  unless  the  Legislature,  at  the  same 
time,  interfered  with  the  whole  question  of 
levying  the  rates  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor.  As  that  was  a  question  which 
ho  (Mr.  Disraeli)  studiously  and  avowedly 
did  not  interfere  with  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, his  object  being  to  aroid  as  mueh  as 
possible  all  elements  of  controrersy,  he 
thought  the  disappointment  of  the  GoTera- 
ment  at  his  declining  to  deal  definitely 
with  a  subject  on  which  the  GoTemment, 
and  no  one  else,  was  prepared  to  legislate, 
was  a  disappointment  which  had  rather 
been  occasioned  by  unfoended  expeetations. 
The  right  hon  Gentleman  had  also  chaiged 
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him  (Mr.  Disraeli)  with  having  fallen  into 
the  same  error  as  he  did  last  year,  and 
haying  confounded  landed  and  real  pro- 
perty.     Now  if  there  were  any  charac- 
teristic of  the  dchate  last  year  more  mark- 
ed than  another,  it  was  the  precise  and 
accurate  manner  in  which  the  subject  of 
discussion  was  presented  to   the  House. 
What  the  House  was  then  called  on  to 
consider  were  the  burdens  on  real  pro- 
perty; and  there  could  be  no  mistake  on 
the  point,  for  on  that  occasion  he  (Mr. 
Disraeli)  had  laid  printed  resolutions  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  expressing,  in  language 
which  could  not  be  mistaken,  that  it  was 
the  general  question  of  burdens  on  real 
property,  and  not  the  partial  one  of  burdens 
on  land,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now 
found  it  convenient  to  assert,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  alleviate.     What  amused  him 
(Mr.  Dbraeli)  was  the  great  uneasiness  ex- 
pressed by  the  opponents  of  this  Motion 
lest  the  agricultural  classes,  in  obtaining 
relief  from  unjust  taxation,  should  also  re- 
Uere  other  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects equally  oppressed.    It  seemed  to  him 
a  greftt  sin  on  their  part  that  they  had 
derised  a  scheme  which  might  have  this 
twofold  effect.     Nothing  could  exceed  the 
astonishment  of  the  Government,  or  the 
Uank  confusion  of  the  ultra  economists  be- 
neath the  gangway,  that  men  should  be  so 
besotted  and  so  unselfish  as  to  seek  for 
relief  from  imposts,  a  part  of  the  burdens 
of  which  fell  on  the  shoulders  of  others. 
It  eeemed  to  bo  a  course  quite  unparlia- 
mentary.    Now  he  (Mr.  Disraeli)  always 
held  it  of  the  first  importance  that  every 
proposition  for  the  relief  of  taxation  should 
be  founded  on  principle.     The  principle  of 
the  present  proposition  was,  that  the  whole 
property  of  the  country  should  not  enjoy 
great  advantages  supplied  by  taxes  on  one 
partienlar  portion  of  that  property.     If  in 
asserting  that  great  principle  of  political 
JDStiee,  they  conferred  benefit  not  merely 
on  the  classes  connected  with  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  but  on  other  classes  of  the  com- 
mniuty,  so  much  the  better.   Following  up 
this  strange  objection  of  Gentlemen  opposite, 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Ripon  had  said, 
that  while  they  were  complaining  of  local 
taxation  they  should  think  how  much  local 
taxation  the  railways  were  paying.     Why 
ahoold  they  grumble  when  the  railways 
paid  so  heavily  ?     Why,  they  had  thought 
of  all  this.      They  had  not  forgotten  the 
intolerable    burdens  experienced    by   the 
lailwajB;    and    if   these    measures  were 
pjiiady  the  railways,  which  formed  a  por- 


tion of  the  oppressed  property,  would  find 
their  due  portion  of  relief.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  came  down  the  other 
night  wailing  over  his  falling  shares;  but  if 
he  could  only  support  the  proposition  he* 
fore  the  House,  he  might  extend  some  re- 
lief to  his  suffering  constituents  who  were 
interested  in  that  species  of  real  property. 
Were  railways  in  such  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, that  they  could  afford  to  scorn  relief 
from  such  a  quarter  ?  The  Motion  before 
the  House  had  been  subjected  to  some  ob- 
servations from  another  Member  of  the 
Administration,  the  Member  for  Westbury. 
Ho  (Mr.  Disraeli)  was  very  sorry  that  ab- 
sence from  the  House  had  prevented  his 
hearing  the  greater  portion  of  that  speech. 
When  he  re-entered,  he  heard  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say,  '*  Now  I  will  tftke  you 
into  the  interior  of  Russia. "  This  was  the 
way  in  which  a  proposition  to  mitigate 
agricultural  distress  was  met  by  a  Member 
of  the  Government.  The  interior  of  Rus- 
sia !  Why,  the  farmers  had  had  quite 
enough  of  the  interior  of  Russia,  and  it 
was  the  very  place  of  all  othera  which 
they  wished  to  hear  no  more  of.  The 
Motion  of  to-night  had  been  opposed  by  a 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  whom  he  had  already 
referred,  the  Member  for  Ripon,  in  a  very 
considerable  speech,  but  one  which  fortu- 
nately it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  dwell 
upon,  for  the  moment  he  sat  down.  Fortune 
sent  them  an  unexpected  champion,  who 
fairly  unhorsed  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
could  not  help  observing,  however,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  address  had  announced,  that 
the  measure  was  an  enormous  measure, 
and  had  finished  by  describing  it  as  a  petty 
Motion.  He  had  no  wish  to  pursue  distant 
researches  in  Hansard,  but  he  found  at  a 
date  so  recent  as  the  1 7th  March,  1845, 
not  five  years  ago,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
stated  to  the  House  that  "  the  landed  in- 
terest was  entitled  to  protection;  but  he 
felt  that  their  peculiar  burthens  were 
rightly  placed,  and  he  was  opposed  to 
their  removal;*'  and  he  did  not  think 
**  that  they  should  attempt  to  throw  these 
burthens  off,  the  rather  that  protection 
was  given  on  account  of  them."  This 
statement  was  made  a  few  montlis  he- 
fore  that  protection  was  removed,  greatly 
through  the  influence  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet himself;  and,  therefore,  on  such  a 
subject  he  might  quote  it,  not  only  as  an 
authentic,  but  as  a  classical,  opinion. 
Then  rose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman/ the 
Member  for  T  am  worth.     His  principal  oh- 
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mand  a  relief  which  was  substantial  and 
considerable.  Was  it  not  better  to  obtain 
a  remission  of  taxation  to  the  amount  of 
half  a  million  per  annum  on  a  principle  of 
justice,  than  to  lurk  and  linger  in  the 
haughty  antechambers  of  Downing-street 
while  some  small  aid  was  dribbled  out, 
which,  when  it  came  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  ironically  received  by  their 
opponents,  as  if  Ireland  was  not  prepared 
to  fulfil  the  engagements  which  she  had 
undertaken  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Meath 
(Mr.  Qrattan)  had  said  the  other  night, 
that  he,  for  one,  would  not  accept  the  loan 
of  the  Government;  but  if  he  would  assist 
in  carrying  this  Motion  to-night,  he  might 
be  able  to  repay  the  whole  loan  of  300,0002. 
in  one  year,  and  put  200,000^  in  his  coun- 
try's pocket  besides.  He  should  leave  this 
Motion  with  great  confidence  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  llo  would  not  advert  to 
the  many  extraneous  topics  which  had  been 
introduced  into  this  achate.  Whenever 
any  effort  was  made  to  advance  any  prac- 
tical measure  of  relief  for  the  agricultural 
interest,  they  were  always  favoured  with 
these  diversions;  and  to-night  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
had  not  only  vindicated  his  policy,  but,  as 
the  noble  Lord  had  delicately  intimated  to 
him,  had  unnoco8»arily  vindicateil  his  char- 
acter. The  right  hon.  Goutloman  had  been 
doing  this  for  several  years.  Ho  would  par- 
don him  (Mr.  Disraeli)  if  he  said,  that  it 
might  become  him,  eminent  as  he  was,  to 
follow  the  example  of  an  individual  not 
less  illustrious,  who,  placed  in  somewhat 
the  same  situation,  and  finding  that  his 
self-vindications  were  not  as  successful  as 
he  wished,  at  last  declared,  that  **  for  the 
future  he  should  appeal  to  posterity.'*  Be- 
fore the  division  was  called,  ho  would  re- 
mind the  House  what  was  the  proposition 
on  which  they  were  going  to  divide.  It 
was  not  a  proposition  to  reverse  the  com- 
mercial code  of  the  country.  It  was  a  pro- 
position to  afford  practical  and  real  i*elief 
to  interests  which  were  acknowledged  to  be 
greatly  suffering,  and  which  he  thought 
were  greatly  injured ;  but,  above  all  things, 
he  denied  it  was  a  proposition  to  assist 
the  landlords,  or  that  it  was  one  of  a  series 
of  measures  the  object  of  which  was  to 
foster  the  interests  of  the  aristocracy.  It 
was  a  measure  to  assist  those  250,000 
landed  proprietors  whom  he  had  already 
described ;  to  assist  those  700,000  farmers 
with  whose  sufferings  it  would  at  least  be 
Qoliey  to  show  they  sympathised;  but, 
a  all,  it  was  a  measure  which,  by  in- 
ig  the  resources  of  the  cultiyators  of 


the  soil,  was  a  forenmner  of  a  policy  that 
would  elevate  the  condition  of  the  peasant- 
ry of  England. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question — 

"  That  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  to  take  into  its  Coiiaidention  such 
Rerision  of  the  Laws  providiog  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  as  may  mitigate  the  Distress  of  the 
Agricnltnral  Classes." 

Ayes  252 ;  Noes  273 :  Majority  21. 
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Archdall,  Capt. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bagge,  W. 
Bagot,  hon.  W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.,  jnn. 
BaUlio,  H.  J. 
Baldock,  £.  H. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  T. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Barron,  Sir  H.  W. 
Bateson,  T. 
Beckett,  W. 
BeU,  M. 
Bennet,  P. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H. 
Berkeley,  hon.  G.  F. 
Best,  J. 

Blackstone,  W.  S. 
Blair,  S. 
Blakemore,  R. 
Blandford,  Marq.  of 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Bramston.T.W. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Brisco,  M. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broadwood,  H. 
Bromley,  R. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Bruce,  G.  L.  C. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buller,SirJ.Y. 
Bunbury,  W.  M. 
Burghley,  Lord 
BurreU,  Sir  C.  M. 
Burroughes,  II.  N. 
CabboU,  B.  B. 
Garew,  W.  H.  P. 
Gastlereagb,  Visct. 
Gayley,  E.  S. 
Ghandos,  Marq.  of 
Gharteris,  hon.  F. 
Ghatterton,  Gol. 
Ghicbester,  Lord  J.  L. 
Gholmcley,  Sir  M. 
Ghristopher,  R.  A. 
Ghristy,  S. 
Glifford,  H.  M. 
Glire.hon.  R.  H. 
Glive,  H.  B. 
Gobbold,  J.  G. 
Gocks,  T.  S. 
Godrington,  Sir  W. 
Gole,  hon.  H.  A. 
Coles,  H.  B. 


(ABATES. 

Colvile,G.R. 
Compton,  H.  C, 
Conolly,  T. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  H.  L. 
Cotton,  hon.  W.  H.  S> 
Cnbitt,  W. 
Cnrrie,  H. 
Deedes,W. 
Dick,  4. 
Dickson,  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dod,J.W, 
Dodd,  G. 
Drax,  J.  S.  W. 
Dnunlanriff,  Yisot. 
Dmmmon<^  H. 
Dunoombe,  hon.  A. 
Dunne,  CoL 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
East,  Sir  J.  B. 
Egerton,  SirP. 
Egerton^W.T, 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
Euston,  Earl  of 
Evelyn,  W.J. 
Fambaon,  E.  B. 
Farrer,  J. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Floyer,  J. 
Forbes,  W. 

Forester,  hon.  G.  G.  W. 
Fox.  S.  W.  L. 
Frewen,  0.  H.   ' 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Galway,  Visct. 
GaskeU,  J.  M. 
Gladstone,  rt.  hn.  W.E. 
Goddard,  A.  L. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Gordon,  Adm. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Grace,  0.  D.  J. 
Grattan,  H. 
Grogan, E. 
Gnemsey,  Lord 
Gwyn,  H. 
Halo,  R.  B. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Hall,  Gol. 
Halsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hareourt,  G.  G. 
Harris,  hon.  Capt. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Heneage,  E« 
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Honlejy  J.  W. 
flcrtwrt^  Ju.  A* 
Herries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
Hildyanl,  R.  C. 
HUdjan],T.B.T. 
HiU,LordE. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hopo,  A. 
Hombj,  J. 
Hotiuun,  Lord 
Hndson,  G. 
IngUi,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jooelyn,  Visot. 
JoliDstone,  Sir  J. 
Jolliflb,  Sir  W.  6.  H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Ker,R. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Knox,  Col. 
Lmj,  H.  C. 
LMoelles,  hon.  £. 
Law,  hon.  C.  £. 
L^,  G.  C. 
Lranard,T.B. 
Lennox,  Lord  A.  G. 
Lennox,  Lord  H.  G. 
lie,C.P. 


I,  Visot. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Loekhart,  W. 
Long,W. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Lowther,  hon.  Col. 
Lowther,  H. 
I^gon,  hon.  Cren. 
Ifaekenzie,  W.  F. 
Msienaghten,  Sir  E. 
Heagfaer,  T. 
liahon,  Yisct. 
llaiideTille,  Visot. 
Manners,  Lord  C.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  G. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Mareh,  Earlof 
MaanseU,T.P. 
MaxweU,  hon.  J.  P. 
Meox,  Sir  H. 
MOee,P.W.S. 
Miles,  W. 
Moiisell,W. 
Moody,  C.  A. 
Morgan,  0. 
Mnllings,  J.  R. 
Mnndy.W. 
Mue,Col. 
Baas,  Lord 
Nmer,  J. 
lleeld,J. 
JNeiiQ,  ti* 
Newport,  Visot. 
Newij  4k  Mome,  Visct. 
Koel,  hon.  G.  J. 
HmbbI,  Lord 
O^OMmor,  F. 
0nahert3r,A. 
BMke,O.W. 
Mdi^^,  Sir  J. 


Palmer,  R. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Pennant,  hon.  Col. 
Pigot,  SirR. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  0. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Portal,  M. 
Prime,  R. 
Pusey,  P. 
Reid,  Col. 
Rendlesham,  Lord 
Ronton,  J.  C. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Richards,  R. 
Rufford,  F. 
Rushout,  Capt. 
St.  George,  C. 
Sandars,  G. 
Sandars,  J. 
Scott,  bon.  F. 
Seymer,  H.  K. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Sibtborp,  Col. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Simeon,  J. 
Smyth,  J.  G. 
Somerset,  Capt. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Spooner,  R. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  £. 
Stuart,  H. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sturt,  H.  G. 
Sullivan,  M. 
Talbot,  C.  R.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Thesiger,  Sir  F. 
Thornhill,  G. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Townley,  R.  G. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
TroUope,  Sir  J. 
Turner,  G.  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Villiers,  Visct. 
Villiers,  hon.  F.  W.  C. 
Vyse,  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Waddington,  D. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wegg-Prosser,  F.  R.  H. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
West,  F.  R. 
Williams,  T.  P. 
Willoughby,  Sir  H. 
Wodshouse,  E. 
Worcester,  Marq.  of 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Yorke,  bon.  E.  T. 
Young,  Sir  J. 

TELLERS. 

Beresford,  W. 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Adair,  R.  A.  S. 
Aglionby,  II.  A. 


>  Aloock,  T. 
Anderson,  A. 
Anson,  hon.  Col. 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Arundel  and  Surrey, 

Earl  of 
Bagshaw,  J. 
Baines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  Sir  F.T. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Bass,  M.T. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkeley,  Adm. 
Berkeley,  hon.  H.  F. 
Berkeley,  C.  L.  G. 
Bemal,  R. 
Birch,  Sir  T.B. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Bouverie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Boyle,  hon.  Col. 
Brand,  T. 
Bright,  J. 
Brockman,  E.  D. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Brown-Westhead,  J,  P. 
Brown,  W, 
Browne,  R.  D. 
Bunbury,  E.  H. 
Burke,  Sir  T.  J. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Buxton,  Sir  E.N. 
Campbell,  hon.  W.  F. 
Cardwell,  E. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
Caulficld,  J.  M. 
Cavendish,  hon.  C.  C. 
Cavendish,  hon.  G.  H. 
Chaplin,  W.J. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Clay,  J. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clerk,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Cobden, R. 
Cockbum,  A.  J.  E. 
Colobrooke.SirT.  E. 
Collins,  W. 
Copeland,  Aid. 
Corbally,  M.  E. 
Cowan,  C, 
Cowper,  bon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Crowder,  R.  B. 
Currie,R. 
Curteis,  H.  M. 
Dashwood,  Sir  G.  H. 
Davie,  Sir  H.  R.  F. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Denison,  J.  E. 
Devereux,  J.  T. 
D'Eyncourt,  rt.bon.C.T. 
Divott,  E. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douro,  Marq.  of 
Drummond,  II.  II. 
Duff,  G.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Duncuft,  J. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Ebrington,  Vise, 


Ellioe,  rt.  hon.  £. 
Ellice,  £. 
Ellis,  J. 

Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 
Enfield,  Visot. 
Evans,  Sir  De  L. 
Evans;  J. 
Evans,  W. 
Fagan,  W. 
Fergus,  J. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  H. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
Fortescue,  C. 
Fortescue,  hon.  J.  W. 
Fox,  R.  M. 
Fox.  W.  J. 
Freestun,  Col. 
Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Greene,  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grenfell,  C.  P. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grey,  R.  W. 
Grosvenor,  Lord  R. 
Grosvenor,  Earl 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
IlaU,  Sir  B. 
Hallyburton,  Lord  J.  F. 
Hanmer,  Sir  J. 
Hardcastle,  J.  A. 
Harris,  R. 
llastie,  A. 
Ilastie,  A. 
Uatchell,  J. 
Ilawes,  B. 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Headlam,  T.  E. 
Henry,  A. 
Hervey,  Lord  A. 
Heywood,  J. 
Heyworth,  L. 
Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Hodges.  T.  T. 
Hogg,  Sir  J.  W. 
Hollond,  R. 
Hope.  II.  T. 
Howard.  Ix>rd  £. 
Howard,  hon.  C.  W.  G. 
Howard,  hon.  £.  G.  G. 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Hume,  J. 
Humphery,  Aid.' 
Hutt,  W. 
Jackson,  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Keogb,  W. 
Keppel,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Kildarc,  Marq.  of 
King,  hon.  P.  J.  L. 
Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Langston.  J.  H. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S, 
Lemon,  SirC. 
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Lewis,  rt.  hn.  Sir  T.  F.    Rice,  E.  R. 


Lewis,  G.  G. 
Littleton,  hon.  £.  R. 
Loch,  J. 
Locke,  J. 
Lushington,  0. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
M'Cullagh,  W.  T. 
M*Gregor,  J. 
M»Taggart,  Sir  J. 
Mahon,  The  O'Garmaii 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Marshall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin.  C.  W. 
Martin,  S. 
Mattonuan,  J. 
Mathcson,  A. 
Mathoson,  J. 
Mathosou,  Ool. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Melgund,  Visot. 
Milner.  W.  M.  K. 
Milnos,  K.  M. 
Miltun,  Visct. 
Mitohi'll,  T.  A. 
Motfatt,  G. 
Murison,  Sir  W. 
Morris,  1). 


Rich,  H. 
RomUly,  Sir  J. 
Rumbold,C.£. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  hon.  E.  S. 
RusseU,  F.  C.  H. 
Rutherfurd,  A. 
Salwey,  Col. 
Scholefield,  W. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Scully,  F. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shafto,  R.  D. 
Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.V. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Somer  ville,  rt  .hn.  Sir  W. 
Spearman,  II.  J. 
Stansfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Staunton.  Sir  G.  T. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 


Mustyn,  hon.  £.  M.  L.     Stuart,  Lord  D. 


Muwatt,  F. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
Muuti,  G.  F. 
Norrttys,  I^tird 
Num78,  Sir  D.  J. 
IVBrien.T. 
O'Coiinell.  M. 
OHJoniiell.  M.  J. 
Oglo,  S.  C.  II. 
Ord,  W. 
Paget,  I^ord  A. 
Paget,  Lord  C. 
Paget.  Lord  G. 
Palmorston,  Viict. 
Parker,  J. 
Pearson,  C. 
Pcchell,  Sir  G.  B. 
Peal,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
I'eel,  F. 

Pelham,  hon.  D.  A. 
Pendarves,  E.  W.  W. 
Perfect,  R. 
Pigott,  F. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Piuncy,  W. 
Power,  Dr. 
I*ower,  N. 
Price,  Sir  R. 
Pugh,  D. 
Raphael,  A. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Reynolds,  J. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Ricardo,  0. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-after  One 
o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  February  22,  1850. 

i^]  PsBLio  Bills.— >r>  Criminal  Law  CauoUdation. 
f  niriiam«it  AMmviaUon. 

County  Cssi  (Inland). 


Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Talbot,  J.  U. 
Tancrod.  U.  W. 
Teuison,  £.  R. 
Tonuent,  R.  J. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Tlwrnely,  T. 
ToUcmache,  hon.  F.  J. 
Townoley,  J. 
Townshend,  Capt* 
Trelawny,  J.  S. 
Tynte,  Ool.  0.  J.  K. 
Verney,  Sir  H. 
Villiors,  hon.  0. 
Vivian,  J.  U. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wahnsley,  Sir  J. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Willeox,  B.  M. 
Williams,  J. 
Williamson,  Sir  II. 
Wilson,  J. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wood,  W.  P. 
Wortley,  rt.  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyld,  J. 
WyviU,  M. 

TRLLKM. 

Hill,  Lord  M. 
Tufncll,  H. 


PRESBYTERIAN  OLERGT  IN  THE  NOBTH 

OF  IRELAND. 

The  HABaxJESB  of  LONDONBEERT 
wished  to  engage  the  attention  of  hia  noUe 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Council  for  a 
few  momenta,  although  he  had  no  intention 
of  putting  to  him  any  immediate  queation. 
On  a  former  erening  he  had  had  occaaioil 
to  adrert  to  the  conduct  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian clergy  in  that  part  of  Ireland  wiA 
which  he  was  more  immediately  connected, 
and  he  had  noticed  their  proceedings  more 
particularly  in  the  county  of  Down.  Most 
extraordinaiT  proceedings  had  taken  place 
recently  at  ]Danbridge  in  that  county,  and, 
in  consequence,  a  r resbyterian  mmister, 
who  called  himself  ''  William  Dobbin,"  had 
written  a  letter  to  him,  callinff  upon  him 
"  respectfully,  but  firmly,  eitner  to  sub- 
stantiate the  statement  which  he  bad  made 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  it  appeared  in 
the  TifMs  newspaper  of  Thursday  Ust»  or 
to  retract  the  imputation."  Now,  be  conld 
not  be  certain  whether  the  words  which  he 
then  used  were  those  which  were  reported 
in  the  Titnei,  but  he  was  quite  certain  that 
he  had  not  said  anything  which  be  bad  oc« 
casion  to  retract.  He  had  mendoned  the 
state  of  his  county  to  his  noble  Friend  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  private^  and« 
as  he  was  now  in  this  country,  be  should 
have  been  rery  glad  had  the  noble  Lord 
then  been  in  the  House.  Since  be  had 
last  mentioned  this  subject  to  their  Lord* 
ships  three  more  incendiary  fires  had  taken 
place  in  the  county  of  Down;  and  in  the 
county  of  Antrim,  adjacent  to  bis  resi- 
dence, iseveral  farm  buildings,  on  the  estate 

of  Mr. ,  had  been  set  on  fire,  merely 

because  he  had  thought  fit  to  make  a 
change  among  some  of  his  tenantry.  He 
contended  that  this  was  owing  to  the  bad 
language  and  preaching,  and  to  the  almost 
advico,  of  some  Presbyterian  olerflnrmen  to 
resist  the  law,  and  to  abstain  from  the 
payment  of  rent.  He  was  satisfied  that 
these  matters  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  bis  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  He  had  always  looked  upon 
that  noble  Lord  as  the  best  Lord  Lieute- 
nant Ireland  had  ever  had.  He  wanted  to 
know  from  his  noble  Friend  opposite  whe- 
ther there  was  no  method  by  which  the 
Goyemment  could  punish  these  deloders* 
The  deluded,  he  knew,  could  be  punished; 
but  he  was  anxious  that  the  deluders  should 
be  apprised  that  the  Government  was  in 
possession  of  means  by  which  they  also 
could  be  touched.  He  believed  that  the 
Begium  Danum  was   granted  to  these 
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ninifiers  on  the  application  of  certain  der* 
gymen  of  their  persuasion  in  the  province 
el  Ukter;  and  some  of  these  deluders  had 
•earcelj  any  other  income  than  that  which 
they  deriTcd  from  that  source.  Could  not 
Her  Majesty's  Govemment  intimate  to 
these  men  that  it  was  in  its  power  to  de- 
prire  them  of  these  emoluments,  in  case 
thety  continued  to  drive  the  tenants  to  re- 
iiat  ihe  law  of  the  land,  and  to  refuse  the 
payment  of  their  rents  ?  He  should  not 
naTe  mentioned  this  subject  now,  had  he 
not  reeeived  the  letter  to  which  he  had 
•Ihided  on  coming  down  to  the  House  that 
efening.  It  was  a  letter  highly  indecent 
end  improper.  He  did  not  know  whether 
H  did  not  approach  very  near  to  a  breach 
of  privilege  to  call  upon  him  to  recant 
woras  which  he  had  spoken  in  his  place  in 
Pariiament. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  re- 
mtted  that  his  noble  Friend  the  Lord 
Jjieatenant  of  Ireland  was  not  in  the  House, 
as  he  could  have  given  the  noble  Marquess 
a  more  satisfactory  answer  than  be  (the 
Marqness  of  Lansdowne)  was  enabled  to 
give.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  language  made  use  of  by  these  clergy- 
men was  grossly  improper;  but  it  did  not 
foUow  thlftt  because  it  was  so,  the  Govern- 
ment should  think  it  politically  expedient 
to  reeommend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  write 
to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  to  adopt 
the  rery  grave  step  of  instituting  prosecu- 
tions against  these  persons.  The  distribu- 
tion of  the  Begium  Donum  was  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  that  the 
dbtribntion  of  the  Begium  Donum  should 
be  interfered  with. 

The  Babl  of  MOUNTCASHELL  said, 
thaty  eonnected  as  he  was  with  the  part  of 
Ireland  to  which  the  noble  Marquess  had 
iDnded,  he  wished  to  say  that  he  was  ac- 
oaunted  with  a  great  many  Presbyterian 
dergjmen  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and 
thatne  did  not  believe  the  great  majority 
of  ihem  would  concur  in  the  language 
eBaded  to.  Some  few  of  the  body  might 
knve  lued  such  language,  but  he  was  sure 
the  gieet  majority  would  not  do  so.  He 
iid  not  wish,  therefore,  that  it  should  go 
ibrtb  from  their  Lordships'  House  that  a 
•rigma  had  been  cast  on  the  whole  Presby- 
tenaa  body,  on  account  of  the  misconduct 
ef  «  hiw  of  its  members.  lie  know  the 
Fmbyterians  of  the  north  of  Ireland  well, 
and  thia  be  eould  say  of  them,  that  a  more 
kjal  and  weU-disposed  body  of  men,  or 


one  more  determined  to  maintain  the  union 
between  the  two  countries,  did  not  exist. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  entirely  agreed  with 
his  noble  Friend  near  him  that  there  was 
in  this  letter  something  very  like  an  en- 
croachment on  privilege  —  a  subject  on 
which,  perhaps,  he  held  laxer  principles 
than  some  of  their  Lordships.  His  Friend 
the  noble  Marquess  had  shown  him  the 
letter  of  Mr.  William  Dobbin,  and  had  au- 
thorised him  to  read  it  to  the  House.  It 
was  as  follows : — 

"  Anaghlone,  B&nbridge,  Feb.  19,  1860. 
"  My  Lord — In  the  Times  of  Friday  last  you 
are  reported  to  have  stated  in  your  place  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  follows,  as  regards  Down  :— 
'  That  hitherto  peaceable  and  industrious  county 
is  in  a  state  of  dreadful  excitement,  by  the  Pres- 
byterian ministers  at  the  present  moment  exhort- 
ing the  people  not  to  pay  rents,  but  to  resist  the 
laws/  I  am  instructed  by  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Tenant-right  Defence  Association  of  Banbridge  to 
call  upon  your  Lordship  respectfully,  but  firmly, 
either  to  substantiate  your  statement,  or  to  re- 
tract the  imputation.  —  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

*'  WiLUAM  Dobbin,  Presbyterian  Minister, 
Anaghlone,  Banbridge, 

"  Secretary  pro  tem, 
"  The  Marquess  of  Londonderry." 

It  certainly  was  a  very  great  liberty  to 
take,  to  call  upon  a  Peer  of  Parliament  to 
retract  a  statement  made  by  him  in  that 
House.  He  believed  that  these  Presbyte* 
rian  ministers  were  a  most  respectable 
body  ;  but  he  hoped  that  they  were  now  a 
little  more  loyal  than  they  were  in  1798. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY 
was  not  inclined  to  cast  the  slightest  im- 
putation on  the  great  body  of  the  Presby- 
terians or  of  their  ministers,  for  his  own 
father  had  originally  been  a  Presbyterian, 
He  was  sorry,  however,  to  say,  that  there 
were  not  one  or  two,  but  several  instances, 
in  which  Presbyterian  clergymen  had  re- 
cently misconducted  themselves.  He  could 
not  pass  over  this  challenge  to  him  without 
notice;  but  he  did  not  wish  any  further 
proceedings  to  be  founded  upon  it. 

THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  RIVER  PLATE. 

The  Earl  of  HARROWBY  rose  to  put 
a  question,  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
with  regard  to  the  present  state  of  the 
relations  between  tnis  country  and  the 
States  on  the  River  Plate.  He  would 
remind  the  House  that,  during  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament  he  had  put  several 
questions  to  the  noble  Marquess  opposite, 
on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  the 
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Cvrenunent  of  Bikium  Ajres,  2nd  that 
the  hfAAt  Marqai»s  had  thea  assored  him 
that  at  that  mome&c  he  ^the  Uarqaess  of 
LaudovDej  had  ntkiOTi  to  expec?  thas  ar- 
raogeznenti  were  ia  the  toune  of  comple- 
tiooy  bj  which  peace  would  be  restored  to 
the  waters  of  the  Bio  Plata.  The  noble 
Maraness,  howerer,  at  that  time,  had  re- 
fused to  lay  before  the  Hoose  the  papers 
explamUorj  of  the  state  in  which  the  ne- 
gotiations then  were,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  necessarj  to  consult  with  France  on 
the  subject  of  them,  and  that,  as  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Bepublic  was  then  absent 
from  Paris,  his  concurrence  in  those  nego- 
tiations could  not  be  immediately  obtained. 
Six  or  seren  months  had  since  elapsed. 
and  he  therefore  thought  that  there  could 
be  no  difiScultj  now  in  giving  him  the  in- 
formation which  he  required.  As  far  as 
official  information  went,  the  House  and  the 
country  were  left  in  complete  darkness  as 
to  what  had  passed.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, had  attracted  attention  in  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  France,  and  it  appeared 
from  the  discussion  which  had  there  taken 
place  upon  it,  that  there  had  been  an 
omission  in  the  arrangement  entered  into 
between  the  Government  of  this  country 
and  that  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  make  any 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  life  and 
property  of  foreigners  resident  in  Monte 
Video  and  engaged  in  the  struggle.  This 
had  occasioned  great  anxiety  in  the  minds 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  trade  on 
that  river;  and  he  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby) 
wished  to  be  assured  on  that  point.  More- 
over, it  was  of  considerable  importance  to 
ascertain  from  the  noble  Marquess,  even  if 
he  were  not  prepared  to  lay  on  the  tabic 
the  treaty  which  was  said  to  have  been 
entered  into,  whether  the  intention  which 
he  had  formerly  announced  had  been  ear- 
ned out  in  any  other  manner.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  stated  that  the  arrangement 
of  Mr.  Hood  would  be  the  basis  on  which 
the  treaty  was  to  be  signed.  Ho  (the 
Earl  of  Harrowby)  therefore  wished  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess  directly  whether  the 
treaty  had  been  actually  signed  on  that 
basis  ?  The  original  proposition,  on  which 
the  negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  when  they 
were  first  commenced  under  the  auspices 
of  the  noble  Lord  behind  him  (the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  was,  that  the  preservation  of 
the  independence  of  Monte  Video  should 
be  the  point  principally  kept  in  view.  It 
Wli  stated  in  the  instructions  given  bv  his 
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Boble  Fziad  (the  Eari  of  Aberdeen)  to  the 
English  enTOT»  thai  '*  tlie  point  to  be  prin- 
eipally  kept  in  Tiew,  and  the  one  which  is 
of  most  importance  to  the  mediating  par- 
ties, is  the  |H«scrration  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Monte  Tideo.     To  this  the  honour 
of  England,  Franee,  and  Brazil  is  respee* 
tively  pledged,  and  it  ia  one  upon  which  no 
compromise  ean  he  admitted.       He  hoped 
that  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  had  not 
departed  from  that  principle,  and  that  they 
were  fully  sensible  that  *'  the  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  Monte  Video  would 
,  be  of  little  value,  so  long  as  General  Rosas 
.  continued  the  chief  supporter  of  General 
Oribe*s  cause,  whether  that  support  was 
.  given  to  him  ostensibly  by  arms,  or  secretly 
I  by  the  aid  of  money  or  other  influence." 
I  The  first  proposition  made  by  the  joint 
\  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  and  England 
:  to  General  Rosas  was,  that  **  he  should 
I  unite  and  co-operate  with  them  in  obtain- 
ing an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities 
between  the  Oriental  forces  in  the  city  of 
Monte  Video,  and  those  in  the  country." 
He  asked  whether  that  proposition  was 
carried  out  in  the  treaty?     The  second 
proposition  was,  "  that  the  armisUce  hav- 
ing been  established,  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  England  and  France  would  cUdm  from 
the  Government  in  Monte  Video  the  imme- 
diate disarming  of  the  Foreign  Legion  and 
other  foreigners  bearing  arms  and  forming 
the  garrison  of  the  city  of  Monte  Video,  or 
who  might  be  in  arms  in  other  parts  of 
the   Oriental  Republic ; "  and  the  third 
proposition   was,  that    **  General    Rosas 
would,  simultaneously  with  the  execntion 
of  the  preceding  condition,  cause  the  whole 
of  the  Argentine  troops,  officers  and  sol- 
diers, to  be  withdrawn  firom  every  part  of 
the  Oriental  territory."    The  seventh  pro- 
position was,  that  "  aflter  the  disarming  of 
the  foreign  troops  in  Monte  Video  should 
have  been   effected,  and  the  Araentine 
forces  should  have  evacuated  the  Oriental 
territory,  a  new  election  for  the   Presi- 
dency of  the  Oriental  State  should  take 
place,  according  to  the  forms  prescrilAd 
by  the  constitution.     The  elecUon  was  to 
be  made  freely  and  without  restraint  from 
any  side  whatever.     General  Oribe  was 
proriously  to  declare  that  he  would  abide 
by  the  result."    To  wind  np  the  work, 
'*  a  general  and  complete  amnesty  was  to 
be  declared,  with  full  security  for  life  and 
,  property  and  oblivion  of  the  past ;   the 
I  rights  of  foreigners  were  to  be  respected, 
j  and  their  hwfd  claims,  of  whatcTer  natorei 
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were  to  be  admitted."  !He  wished  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  whether  these 
were  the  main  principles  of  the  negotia- 
tions recently  concluded,  and  were  they 
folly  kept  in  view  in  the  treaty  recently 
bontraetedt  He  entertained  a  confident 
lio{»e  that  the  Government  had  not  over- 
looked these  principles. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
he  waiB  sorry  that  it  was  oot  in  his  power 
to  lay  this  treaty  on  the  table  until  it  had 
receiTed  the  ratification  of  General  Rosas. 
^he  treaty  was  signed  some  time  ago  in 
this  country — ^he  believed  on  the  24th  of 
Imst  November;  hot  as  yet  the  ratification 
of  it  bad  not  been  received  from  the  Go- 
▼emment  of  Buenos  Ayres.  He  could  in- 
Ibnn  his  noble  Friend  that  the  treaty  was 
fbmided  on  the  Hood  basis;  but  with  re- 
gard to  some  of  the  other  points  which  his 
noble  Friend  had  mentioned,  he  could  only 
wy  that  they  were  points  to  be  settled,  not 
With  General  Rosas,  but  with  General 
Oribe.  The  withdrawal  of  all  interference 
with  Monte  Video  was  provided  for  in  the 
treaty.  Some  delay  had  occurred  in  send- 
ing the  treaty  for  ratification  to  Buenos 
Ajrres,  in  the  hope  that  the  French  Go- 
vernment, which  was  a  party  to  the  origi- 
nal engagement,  would  have  also  acceded 
to  it;  but  the  efforts  of  the  British  Govem- 
laent  had  not  been  altogether  successful, 
ka  Prance  would  not  accede  to  that  treatv, 
teeept  under  modification.  This  country 
kad,  therefore,  entered  into  the  arrange- 
aeiit  on  its  own  account. 

The  Eabl  of  ABERDEEN  said,  that 
die  sabject  now  assumed  rather  a  different 
aipeet  from  that  which  it  wore  when  last 
diseiiBsed.  He  understood  now  that  the 
treaty  which  had  been  signed,  but  not  rati- 
fied, was  contracted  only  with  General 
Soiaa,  that  no  treaty  had  been  entered 
into  with  General  Oribe,  and  consequently 
that  the  Oriental  Republic  was  left  in  the 
emdition  in  which  it  was  beforo  the  treaty 
with  Rosas  had  been  entered  into.  Now, 
wkateTer  might  have  taken  place  with 
Boaas,  if  the  independence  and  security  of 
Ae  Oriental  Republic  was  not  provided  for, 
ana -dionld  have  done  nothing  at  all.  This 
in  fiust,  the  only  object  of  impor- 
becanse  with  Rosas  we  had  no 
foarrelt  we  had  nothing  to  complain  of, 
nothing  to  ask,  except  the  independence  of 
the  Onental  Republic;  and  if  he  withdrew 
Ut  troops  from  that  State,  and  left  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Oriental  Republic  estab- 
Bsbed*  in  that  case  we  had  no  further  de- 
taand  to  make  upon  him.     And,  indeed, 
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he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  object 
of  the  treaty  could  be,  for,  except  that 
stipulation,  there  was  nothing  else  that  we 
had  a  right  to  exact.  Last  year,  when 
the  noble  Marquess  said  that  the  treaty  in 
contemplation  was  founded  upon  what  was 
called  the  Hood  basis,  which  were  the 
terms  sent  out  jointly  by  this  country  and 
the  French  Government  in  May,  1846, 
with  modifications  of  no  great  importance, 
he  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  then  said  that 
he  had  no  objection  whatever  to  agree  to 
modifications  of  that  basis,  provided  they 
were  not  such  as  to  destroy  the  whole  sub- 
stance of  the  convention.  Now,  if  there 
had  been  any  omission  that  would  leave 
the  independence  of  the  Oriental  State  in- 
secure, and  did  not  provide  for  the  safety 
of  persons  and  property  there  situated,  he 
should  say  that  would  not  only  be  not  a 
modification,  but  the  entire  destruction  of 
the  whole  principle  upon  which  they  pro- 
ceeded. He  thought  it  was  unfortunate, 
and  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  have  separated  themselves 
from  the  French  Government  in  the  con- 
duct of  these  negotiations.  We  had  had 
France  bound  to  us  by  convention,  as  we 
were  bound  ourselves,  to  obtain  no  exclu- 
sive advantage,  either  political  or  commer- 
cial, in  any  negotiation  that  might  be  car- 
ried on  in  those  regions.  We  had  now  re- 
leased France  from  that  obligation,  and,  in 
concluding  our  own  treaty  separately,  we 
had  restored  to  France  her  freedom  of  ac- 
tion, and  enabled  her  to  consult,  and  pro- 
perly to  consult,  her  own  interests  in  the 
arrangement  to  which  she  would  arrive. 
He  held  in  his  hand  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission appointed  by  the  National  Assem- 
bly of  France  to  examine  the  treaty  enter- 
ed into  by  Admiral  Leprodour — a  treaty, 
he  apprehended,  very  similar  to  that  which 
we  had  concluded.  That  treaty,  however, 
was  not  only  not  ratified,  but  not  accepted, 
cither  by  the  Commissioners  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  or  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, or  by  the  Assembly.  It  was  reject- 
ed, without  opposition,  unanimously,  and 
no  vote  was  taken.  The  Commission  said, 
France  had  now  the  power  of  acting  sepa- 
rately, and  might  do  as  she  chose;  the 
words  of  the  reporter  were,  that  "  the  two 
Powers  arc  now  acting  separately,  and 
England  has  not  the  right,  and  no  doubt 
has  not  the  intention  to  complain;  for  she 
has  concluded  her  own  treaty  without  in- 
forming us,  and  thereby  has  restored  to 
us  our  freedom  of  action,  in  a  manner,  we 
must  venture  to  say,  without  much  cere- 
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mony''  (he  supposed,  therefore,  they  were  '  to  place  any  confidence  whatever.  There- 
not  well  satisfied  with  our  concluding  a  fore,  much  as  he  deprecated  the  result 
treaty);  ''each  of  the  two  Goyemments,  which  had  enahled  France  to  act  sepa- 
thcrefore,  henceforth  will  consider  its  own  rately  and  in  a  hostile  manner  in  the  Riyer 
interests  exclusively,  without  either  having  Plate,  he  still  should  infinitely  prefer  to  see 
reason  to  complain  \>i  the  other/*  And  France  there  than  Rosas  estahlished  in  the 
how  hod  they  used  their  freedom  of  action  ?  Oriental  State.  Howeyer,  that  danger 
Why,  the  first  thin 5  the  French  Goyem-  would  he  ohyiated  if  their  occupation  of 
ment  had  done  had  been  to  send  out  a  gar-  Monte  Video  hy  a  French  garrison  should 
risou  to  Monte  Video:  they  had  sent  out  a  hring  Rosas  to  his  senses,  and  induce  him 
garrison  of  1.300  men,  quite  a  sufficient  to  agree  to  such  terms  as  the  French  Go- 
forco  for  that  purpose,  though  not  suffi-  yemment  were  entitled  to  ask.  It  was  im- 
ciiMit  to  carry  on  the  war:  but  they  hod  portant  to  know  whether  the  withdrawal  of 
secured  the  town,  and  they  had  done  well  the  troops  of  General  Rosas  was  to  take 
-  ho  wa5  hoarcily  ^lad  oc  it.  They  were  place  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  forth- 
pursuing  their  own  objocts,  so  far  as  the  with,  or  was  to  depend  on  some  general  ar- 
iuter\»*ts  ot  France  wore  concerned,  but  rangement  with  Oribc.  If  the  treaty  con- 
no  lonir^T  in  conj unction  with  us.  If  tained  conditions  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Gonorol  Kosas,  wlumi  he  saw  l.c^OO  French  troops,  that  was  so  far  satisfactory;  but  he 
trwp;^  In  Monte  Video,  should  think  it  must  repeat  that  it  was  a  clumsy  and  im- 
tinio  Co  couciudo  and  agree  to  reason-  perfect  arrangement  to  have  entered  into 
able  terms,  it  was  probable  the  French  gar-  any  treaty  with  General  Rosas,  without  at 
ritu>u  would  then  r^'turn,  for  the  French  the  same  time  haying  concluded  a  treaty 
i,i ov er union t  would  have  received  the  satis-  with  Oribe.  But  there  was  another  point 
t'ds'tiou  to  which  choy  wore  entitled;  but  if  to  be  noticed  in  reference  to  these  negotia- 
uot.  it'  thoy  should  not  bo  able  to  conclude  tions.  We  had  had  a  Minister,  he  heliey- 
•uoh  ih  treaty,  the  trwity  which  Lepredour  ed,  for  more  than  a  year  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
otfoivil.  in  tho  ^wty  tho  French  Goverument  carrying  on  a  friendly  negotiation  with  that 
thought  luvpor:  in  that  ca^e  they  would  Government;  audit  appeared  that  that  Min- 
uKKHt  piooabU  follow  up  the  expedition  of  ister  hod  neycr  yet  been  admitted  officially 
I  ..■»iK>  nion  b\  ii  foivo  that  would  be  of  a  ,  into  the  presence  of  Rosas.  We  were  told 
luoiv  t'oruiidablo  natuiv,  and  would  compel  that  he  was  receiyed  with  courtesy  and  treat- 
tlio  ^lovornniont  of  that  country  to  come  ed  with  honour;  but  the  British  Enroy  had 
to  tho  torniH  thoy  otforiHl.  Now.  he  should  never  been  admitted  into  the  presence  of 
account  thin  an  untorcunate  result;  he  ,  General  Rosas,  even,  he  understood,  after 
(houi^ht  it  would  have  bivn  much  better  if  |  the  treaty  had  been  signed.  Our  Minister, 
wo  had  ivtain^nl  our  concert,  acted  toge-  >  according  to  the  last  accounts  receiyed 
thoi',  a  Oil  a^rovnl  on  tho  same  treaty,  as  >  from  him,  having  placed  himself  on  a  foot- 
wo  had  a^rood  in  two  coacs  wheu  it  was  ;  ing  of  eternal  friendship  with  this  Goyem- 
diawu  up  in  conj unction  with  the  French  |  ment,  was  actually  not  allowed  to  appear 
(}i»oinniont.  llo  thought  that  the  treaty  iu  the  presence  of  the  President  of  the  Re- 
whtch  wo  had  signtHl  should  have  been ;  public  of  Buenos  Ayres.  He  quite  ad- 
draw  u  up  in  concert  with  the  French  Go- 1  mitted  that  it  was  absurd  to  insist  rigor- 
vokuntonl,  and  then  thoy  could  not  have  ^  ously  on  diplomatic  etiquette  with  aemi- 
ivunonably  complainiHl  of  the  unceremoni- .  barbarous  governments;  we  lost  no  dignity 
ouM  niannor  in  which  we  had  separated '  by  making  concessions  to  a  weak  Qorem- 
iwww  thoni.  Hut  this  he  must  say,  that  |  uient,  but  only  showed  we  could  afiTord  to 
alihou>;h  ho  thought  it  an  unfortunate  re- 1  behave  in  a  manner  very  diflTerent  from 
Nult  tliat  France  should  establish  a  perma-  ■  that  which  would  be  becoming  in  the  case 
\w\\%  intlucnco  in  Monte  Video,  and  possi- 1  of  a  first-rate  Power;  hut,  after  all,  there 
Mv.  \i  diivou  to  mH.vssity,  o<.»cupy  the  j  were  limits  to  insolence,  and  he  did  think 
wKolo  lorritorv.  and  carry  on  a  war  there   it  was  tho  most  unheard-of  thing  that  the 


whioh  wotklil  leave  her  iu  possession  of  the 
ih'ioiital  Kopublic.  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  ho  infinitely  pi^ferred  to  see 
tho  Ki'ouoh  iu  pvtssession  of  Monte  Video, 
than  to  Hoo  Kosas  in  possession  of  it;  be- 
oauso,  if  ho  occupied  both  banks  of  the  River 
Plate  our  oonunerce  would  be  in  jeopardy, 
in  suoh  a  Power  it  would  be  impossible 


English  Minister,  haring  signed  a  treaty 
of  friendship,  should  not  be  receired  by 
the  Government  to  which  he  was  accre- 
dited. Was  he  to  loiter  in  the  antecham- 
ber of  this  Gaueho  chief — 

**  Donee  Bithyno  libcat  vigilare  tyranno  f  " 
Was  he  to  wait  the  pleasure  of  the  bar- 
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barian  till  it  was  convenient  to  see  him  ? 
Why,  this  was  really  carrying  insolence  too 
far.  The  noble  Marquess  had  given  an 
answer  to  the  questions  of  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Harrowby)  which  he  (the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  hoped  would  turn  out  satisfac- 
tory; but,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  grave 
doubts  on  the  subject. 

Lord  HOWDEN  was  understood  to  say, 
that  in  his  opinion  the  advantages  that  were 
anticipated  from  the  opening  the  Parana  to 
Paraguay  were  quite  visionary,  or,  at  any 
rate,  greatly  exaggerated;  and  that  how- 
ever much  the  gallantry  of  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  at  the  forcing  of  the  passage  of  the 
Obligado  might  be  admired,  the  expedition 
itself  was  little  better  than  a  buccaneering 
affair  undertaken  without  the  sanction  of 
the  two  Governments.  It  was  a  gross  in- 
firaction  of  national  law,  and  incensed  Ge- 
neral Rosas  at  a  time  when  our  object  should 
ba?e  been  to  conciliate  him.  He  was  not 
rarprised  that  after  such  an  occurrence  Ge- 
nend  Rosas  should  have  been  somewhat  hy- 
percritioal  asto  thephraseology  of  our  treaty, 
particularly  when  it  related  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers  flowing  through  the  States 
of  different  Powers.  He  hoped  that  France 
would  agree  to  the  same  treaty  to  which 
ire  bad  agreed;  for  he  was  quite  sure  that 
we,  in  signing  that  treaty,  had  settled  the 

anestion.  He  had  recently  seen  that  in 
be  French  Assembly  many  assertions  which 
bad  been  industriously  circulated  respect- 
ing the  treatment  of  Europeans  by  General 
Rosas  had  been  received  as  facts,  when 
from  his  own  experience  he  knew  them  to 
be  utterly  devoid  of  truth.  He  knew  many 
oases  in  which  General  Rosas  had  offered 
to  Europeans  every  care  and  protection; 
and  he  believed  that  the  treaty  which  we 
bad  made  with  that  chieftain  would  be 
saeredly  observed  by  him  in  all  its  stipula- 
tions. The  inhabitants  of  the  Banda  Ori- 
ental were  as  well  aware  as  any  Europeans 
of  the  excellent  site  of  their  capital  town 
for  commercial  purposes,  and  its  superiority 
M  a  military  position ;  they  were  extremely 
attached  to  their  nationality,  and  ready  to 
ghre  due  proofs  of  this  feeling.  At  this 
timOy  when  there  were  only  200  or  300 
miserable  Orientals  within  the  town  of 
Monte  Video,  it  might  be  necessary  that 
that  place  should  have  the  protection  of  a 
foreign  garrison;  but  if  the  wealthy  and 
intelligent  inhabitants  who  were  in  the 
camp  of  General  Oribe  gained  access  to 
the  town,  there  was  no  fear  that  they 
woold  giye  up  their  independence  to  the 


Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  the  Na- 
tional Assembly  of  France,  to  a  body  of 
commercial  speculators,  or  to  anybody 
else.  . 

Lord  COLCHESTER  said,  that  Monte 
Video  was  a  very  strongly  fortified  town, 
and  was  garrisoned  by  Frenchmen,  Ita- 
lians, and  Spaniards,  who  would  continue 
to  hold  out  against  Oribe,  or  Rosas,  or  any 
other  general,  so  long  as  the  walls  did  not 
tumble  down  of  their  own  accord.  When 
France  and  England  first  interfered,  Monte 
Video  was  invested  by  the  troops  of  Oribe 
by  land,  and  was  blockaded  by  Rosas  with 
a  naval  force;  the  fort  must  have  fallen  if 
England  and  France  had  not  said  to  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  not  **  You  are  not  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  nations/'  but 
**  You  shall  not  act  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  nations;*'  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  interference  of  the  British  and  French 
forces,  the  blockade  was  raised.  He  was  . 
satisfied  that  the  people  of  Monte  Video 
were  not  at  all  likely  to  submit  to  Buenos 
Ayres  unless  they  were  reduced  to  sub- 
mission by  force.  Considering  the  inde- 
pendence of  Monte  Video  a  great  national 
object,  he  trusted  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  be  as  jealous  of  it  when  at- 
tacked by  any  other  nation  as  when  at- 
tacked by  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  was 
understood  to  say,  in  reply  to  some  obser- 
vations from  Lord  Howden,  that  it  was 
provided  by  the  treaty  that  the  Argentine 
troops  sbould  withdraw,  and  that  the  only 
object  of  the  British  Government  was  to 
secure  the  safety  of  persons  engaged  in 
commerce  with  Monte  Video. 

House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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Minutes.]  Public  Bills. — 1°  Money  Payment  of 
Wages  (Ireland) ;  Woods,  Forests,  &c. 

20  Parliamentary  Voters,  &c.  (Ireland);  Elections  (Ire- 
land); Estates  Leasing  (Ireland);  Judgments  (Ireland); 
Commons  Inclosure. 

30  Party  Processions  (Ireland). 

BRITISH  ELECTRIC  TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mil.  PINNEY  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  British  Electric  Telegraph  Com- 
pany's Bill. 

Motion  made    and   Question  proposed, 
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"  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  Second 
Time." 

Mr.  RICARDO  said,  the  whole  of  the 
capital  required  hj  this  Bill  did  not  amount 
to  100,0002.,  and  that  it  was  an  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  its  promoters  to  extort  a 
sum  of  money  from  the  Electric  Telegraph 
Company.  He  should  move  that  the  Bill 
he  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  **  now,'*  and  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion to  add  the  words  *'  upon  this  day  six 
months.'' 

Mr.  FARRER  said,  it  was  rather  un- 
usual, without  a  strong  case  heing  made 
out,  that  the  House  should  refuse  to  send 
a  Bill  to  a  Committee  upstairs,  particu- 
larly such  a  one  as  the  present,  which  held 
out  a  promise  to  afford  very  great  conve- 
nience to  the  country.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Memher  for  Stoke  would  not  persist  in  his 
opposition  to  the  second  reading,  as  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his 
ohjections  in  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  patten  was  in  favour  of  in- 
quiry, and  would,  therefore,  support  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  ohjected  to  a 
clause  in  the  Bill,  which  gave  limited  lia- 
hility  to  those  who  engaged  in  the  under- 
taking; hut  as  its  promoters  had  intimated 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  they  were  will- 
ing to  alter  that  in  Committee,  he  should 
not  oppose  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RICARDO  said,  the  promoters  of 
the  measure  had  heen  canvassing  for  votes, 
and  issuing  handhills  in  the  lohhy  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  FARRER  helieved  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  to  be  just  and  equitable,  and  said 
that,  with  respect  to  canvassing,  there  had 
been  no  mention  of  any  opposition  until  the 
night  before,  so  that  there  was  very  little 
time  for  soliciting  votes  in  its  favour. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  word  '  now' 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  75;  Noes 
12  :  Majority  63. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2°  and  committed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES  GOVERNMENT 

BILL. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  stated  that  he 
proposed  to  postpone  this  Bill;  in  the  first 
place,  because  he  thought  it  desirable,  as 
there  was  to  be  a  question  whether  there 
were  to  be  two  houses  of  legislature,  or 


one,  in  the  Australian  colonies,  that  the 
House  should  have  before  it  all  the  infor- 
mation they  could  possibly  give  up  to  the 
latest  time,  and  that  the  papers  which  they 
had  received  should  be  laid  before  Pariia> 
ment,  and  should  be  put  in  a  shape  that 
should  bring  that  question  especially  before 
the  House.  He  had  received  despatches 
that  morning  from  our  Australian  colonies 
which  it  was  important  the  House  ehonld 
be  in  possession  of.  He  should  like,  as  he 
was  about  to  postpone  the  measure,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  was 
to  move  an  Amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  House  as  to  whe- 
ther the  colonies  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria  should  have  two  houses  of  legisla- 
ture, that  before  the  time  came  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  lay  hefbre 
the  House,  so  that  it  might  be  printed,  what 
it  was  that  he  specifically  proposed,  what 
body  was  to  be  elected,  and  what  qualifiea- 
tions  the  members  of  it  were  to  poseesa. 
To  give  sufBcient  time  for  consideration,  he 
proposed  to  postpone  the  Committee  to 
that  day  fortnight. 

Committee  deferred  from  Monday  next 
till  Friday  8th  March. 

EMIGRANT  SHIPS. 

Mr.  HAWES,  in  answer  to  question^ 
from  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  Divett,  and  Lord 
Ashley,  said,  in  reply  to  the  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Meath,  who  referred 
to  the  treatment  of  some  Irish  orphan  girb 
who  had  gone  out,  that  papers  would  he 
laid  on  the  table  which  would  show  what 
had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  matter; 
the  Government  were  determined  to  inves- 
tigate all  such  cases,  and  to  punish  guilty 
parties  with  the  utmost  severity.  In  the 
case  of  the  Ramilies,  it  appeared  that  there 
was  no  flogging  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
that  terra,  as  supposed,  but  that  fimr 
women  were  punished  by  the  surgeon, 
quite  unjustifiably  and  severely,  hut  in  the 
presence  of  the  matron  and  some  other 
parties;  but  that  when  the  ship  arrived  at 
her  destination,  in  March  last,  the  passen- 
gers made  no  complaint  of  ill-treatment  to 
the  authorities  of  the  colony,  and  unfortu- 
nately all  the  parties  received  their  full 
gratuities;  but  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
seeing  a  statement  in  the  local  papers, 
caused  the  matter  to  be  examined  mto, 
and  the  facts  just  referred  to  came  out. 
Whether  any  steps  could  be  taken  here,  in 
the  absence  of  witnesses,  he  (Mr.  Hawes) 
was  not  able  to  say. 
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PARLUMENTART  VOTERS,  ETC. 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Ma.  NAPIER  said,  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
before  this  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  con- 
sideration of  some  of  its  more  important 
elaases.     The  Bill  was  divisible  into  two 
parts.    One  concerned  the  qualifications  of 
electors,  and  the  other  the   registration. 
With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Bill, 
lie  did  not  intend  to  offer  any  observation, 
because,  so  far  as  the  registration  of  elec- 
tors went,  the  principle  of  having  an  an- 
nual registration  was  a  good  one.     Any 
objection  that  he  had  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill,  was  on  matters  of  detail.     But  with 
regard  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
•ODCcmed  the  qualification  of  electors,  he 
objected  to  the  Bill  because  it  would  alter 
the  whole  franchise  of  the  kingdom.    This 
Bill  did  away  with  the  necessity  of  a  bene- 
ficial interest  on  the  part  of  the  voter,  and 
it  made  it  compulsory  on  a  man  to  take 
the  franchise.    The  reason  put  forward  for 
the  Bill  was,  that  the  constituency  in  Ire- 
land had  dwindled  away,  and  that  unless 
they  renovated  the  constituency  through 
the  instrumentality  of  this  Bill,  they  would 
soon  have  no  constituency  at  all.      The 
population  had  dimiuished,  and  then  they 
introduced  the  novel  principle  of  increasing 
the  county  voters.     The  borough  franchise 
was  not  substantially  altered;  but  this  Bill 
inTorted  the  principle  in  which  the  county 
and  borough  franchise  ought  to  stand,  and 
did  stand  at  the  present  moment.     In  the 
case  of  the  borough  franchise,  no  beneficial 
Interest  bad  ever  been  required ;  a  man 
occupied  a  house  or  a  warehouse  of  a  cer- 
^in  value,  and  it  was  not  necessary  that  he 
ihould  have  any  beneficial  interest.     The 
case  of  the  county  franchise  was  different. 
The  county  franchise  did  not  depend  on  a 
man's  residence,  but  on  his  connexion  with 
ibe  locality  in  which  his  vote  arose,  and  in 
addition  to  tliat,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country,  some  beneficial  interest 
had  always  been  required  of  him,  for  the 
parpose  of  qualifying  him  to  vote.     Now, 
the  change  introduced  by  this  Bill  was, 
that  it  required  no  tenure  whatever;  but  a 
man  occupying  premises  which  were  rated 
to  the  poor-law  at  8/.  a  year,  was  entitled 
to  ?Ote.    In  the  second  clause,  they  had  an 
cnoonragement  to  joint  occupation,  which 
had  ever  been  the  curse  of  Ireland,  for  it 
eaoaed  the  arrangement  of  property  to  be 
rabsenrient  to  politics.     This  clause  would 
hare  the  effect  of  renewing  agitation  in 


that  country,  and  would  raise  up  a  class  of 
persons  who  would  live  by  agitation.  They 
were  aware  that  an  Act  passed  some  time 
ago  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  joint 
freeholds;  but  here  was  a  plan  for  giving 
to  every  joint  occupier  a  vote,  introducing 
the  evil  principle  of  subdivision  of  land. 
Then- the  third  clause  gave  to  every  one 
who  was  seised  in  fee-simple  to  the  amount 
of  51.  a  year  a  vote,  so  that  if  any  one 
bought  an  estate  worth  1002.  a  year,  he 
might  create  twenty  votes  out  of  it.  Was 
that  fair  to  persons  who  were  struggling 
for  the  rights  of  property  ?  Then  with 
regard  to  making  the  rating  to  the  poor- 
law  the  basis  of  qualification,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  required  a  great  deal  of  cau- 
tion. In  Ireland  it  was  of  great  impor- 
tance to  sever  the  poor-law  from  anything 
connected  with  religious  or  political  feel- 
ing. Then,  with  regard  to  the  joint  occu* 
pation,  there  would  be  a  constant  juggle 
going  on.  They  knew  how  variable  was 
the  valuation  of  property  even  in  England ; 
it  was  probably  more  so  in  Ireland.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  basis  of  the  quali- 
fication ought  to  be  the  value,  and  not  the 
rating.  The  franchise  was  to  be  given  to 
tenants-at-will  from  year  to  year;  and  he 
appealed  to  the  common  sense  of  the  House 
whether  that  class  of  persons  were  likely 
to  exercise  the  franchise  with  indepen- 
dence? If  they  wanted  to  have  a  substan- 
tial class  of  tenants  holding  under  leases, 
and  if  their  paramount  object  were  the  im- 
provement of  the  country,  why,  he  asked, 
did  they  at  this  time  introduce  this  Bill, 
which  must  have  the  effect  of  causing  agi- 
tation ?  This  SI.  franchise  was  as  bad  as 
going  back  to  the  40s.  freeholds.  Lands 
would  be  divided  and  subdivided  in  order 
that  political  agitators  might  carry  out 
their  projects. 

Mr.  HUME  said,  if  this  Bill  was  to  do 
any  good  to  Ireland,  it  must  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  community  there.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  objected  to  oven 
this  modified  reform.  Uis  principal  reason 
for  rising  was  to  point  out  to  the  House  that 
this  Bill  could  not  do  justice  to  Ireland.  A 
franchise  of  8^  in  Ireland  was  equal  to  30^. 
in  England.  Formerly  40^.  freeholders  in 
Ireland  had  votes,  but  they  deprived  them 
of  that.  He  thought  that  to  offer  anything 
to  Ireland  short  of  an  ample  restitution  of 
its  privileges,  was  only  to  prolong  the 
struggle.  Why  should  the  half- Hotten- 
tots, half-English  at  the  Cape  be  allowed 
to  vote  if  they  were  rated  to  the  road  tax  ? 
Were  Irishmen  less  capable  of  exercising 
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the  franchise  than  they  ?  Assuredly  not. 
Taxation  and  representation  ought  to  he 
coextensive ;  to  give  the  Irish  the  fran- 
chise would  tend  to  morally  raise  them, 
for  they  had  heen  too  long  depressed. 
Looking  at  the  melancholy  exhibitions  of 
party  spirit  in  Ireland  last  year,  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  stimulated  to  raise 
the  people  in  their  moral  condition.  Eng- 
lishmen, Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen  ought 
now  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of  free- 
men; they  should  have  an  interest  in  what 
was  good,  and  in  putting  down  what  was 
bad.  This  Bill  only  trifled  with  the  rights 
of  the  Irish  people,  who  at  present  were 
treated  worse  than  cattle.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  a  liberal  view  of 
the  matter;  let  them  treat  the  Irish  as 
they  treated  Hottentots. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said,  that  this  Bill 
could  not  give  satisfaction  in  Ireland,  it 
fixed  the  franchise  too  high.  He  should  pro- 
pose a  4:1.  franchise,  if  no  other  Member 
did,  for  it  was  true  that  a  franchise  of  SL  in 
Ireland  was  equal  to  one  of  30^  in  Eng- 
land. Although  it  was  matter  of  felicita- 
tion to  find  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose  was  disposed  to  treat 
Irishmen  at  least  as  well  as  Hottentots,  it 
nevertheless  had  not  passed  from  his  (Mr. 
Reynolds*)  memory  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  voted  through  thick  and  thin  in 
favour  of  coercive  measures  for  Ireland, 
and  that  the  latest  attestation  of  his  affec- 
tion for  that  country  was  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  he  was  going  to  deprive  her 
of  the  only  remaining  plume  in  her  na^ 
tional  helmet,  namely,  the  office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant.  [Mr.  Hume:  tt  is  no  plume.] 
The  hon.  Gentleman  might  not  regard  it 
as  a  plume,  but  the  Irish  people  regarded 
it  as  an  entire  plume  of  feathers,  and  it 
was  a  little  too  hard  that  they  should  be 
deprived  of  it  by  one  who  professed  to  be 
their  "guide,  philosopher,  and  friend." 
He  (Mr.  Reynolds)  had  attended  in  his 
place  that  evening  at  an  unusually  early 
hour,  and  with  considerable  inconvenience 
to  himself,  because  he  had  heard  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Dublin,  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House,  to  have  bfl^red  a  most  determined 
opposition  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Party 
Processions  Bill;  but  he  was  agreeably 
disappointed  to  find  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  permitted  that  Act  to 
pass  without  offering  a  single  remark  upon 
it,  thereby  proving  that  he  could  look  on 
with  perfect  complacency  while  his  brother 


Orangemen  were  being  sacrificed.  It  was 
creditable  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, and  yet  it  was  a  little  too  bad,  that 
he  should  have  taken  such  a  course  after 
all  the  clamour  that  had  been  made  during 
the  last  three  months  about  Dolly's  Brae 
and  Lord  Roden.  Both  Dolly's  Brae  and 
the  noble  Lord  were  now  consigned  to  the 
**  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets,"  and  they  ap- 
peared to  have  passed  away  from  the 
memory  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
as  completely  as  if  they  had  never  been. 
Alas  for  the  evanescence  of  all  human 
glory !  But  though  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  nothing  to  say  in  favoor  of 
his  own  party,  he  had  a  great  deal  to  say 
against  the  extension  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise;  and  the  most  comical  part  of  his 
objection  to  the  present  measure  was,  that 
it  would  tend  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
Irish  landlords.  That  was  certainly  rather 
a  strange  doctrine,  coming  from  such  a 
quarter.  What  he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  had  to 
complain  of  was,  that  the  landlords,  as 
things  at  present  stood,  had  a  great  deal 
too  much  power  in  Ireland.  The  nature 
of  the  present  franchise  was  much  too  con- 
tracted, for  it  should  be  remembered  that, 
so  great  was  the  difference  between  the 
relative  wealth  of  both  countries,  an  81. 
rating  in  Ireland  was  declared  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  to  he  equal  to  a 
SOL  rating  in  England.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  approved  of  that 
part  of  the  Bill  regulating  the  horough 
franchise.  The  Irish  people  could  not 
require  a  worse  character  for  a  Franchise 
Bill  that  than  it  should  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. It  must  be  very  bad  indeed  for  them 
when  it  met  with  his  approval.  If  Parlia- 
ment were  dissolved  to-morrow>  three- 
fourths  of  the  Irish  counties  would  be 
close  boroughs  in  the  hands  of  the  aristo- 
cracy. The  people — properly  so  called— 
would  have  no  power  to  elect  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  105  Members  who 
would  arrive  in  that  House  from  Ireland 
would  be  the  representatives  of  the  aristo* 
cracy  and  the  Protestant  Church «  as  con- 
tradistinguished fi*om  the  people.  Manj 
parts  of  the  present  Bill  were  susceptible 
of  great  improvement.  The  objection  to 
the  8^  rating  was  not  the  only  objection  to 
which  it  was  liable.  The  Bill  was  espe^ 
cially  to  be  deprecated  in  this  respect— « 
that  it  placed  too  much  power  over  the  fran« 
chise  in  the  hands  of  the  barony  constablesi 
and  that  it  left  the  voters  almost  entirely 
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at  the  mercy  of  revisers  and  valuators. 
How  did  it  happen  that  it  had  not  occurred 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Memher  when  enu- 
merating the  defects  of  the  Bill,  to  specify 
this,  which  was  a  most  egregious  one,  that  it 
did  not  aholish  the  freeman  system  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  said  not 
one  word  in  condemnation  of  a  hody  of 
TOters,  of  the  great  majority  of  whom  it 
might  with  truth  be  said  that  they  had  not 
a  "  local  habitation,"  nor  even  **  a  name,*' 
inasmuch  they  were  often  known  to  have 
TOtei    in  the    names   of   men    who   had 

Skssed  to  their  long  account  years  ago. 
e  (Mr.  Reynolds)  was  entitled  to  be  re- 
garded a  very  high  authority  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abuses  of  the  freeman  sys- 
tem. It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  a  petition  against  his  re- 
turn for  the  city  of  Dublin  had  been  pre- 
sented in  1847,  and,  as  the  old  phrase 
had  it,  "  thereby  hangs  a  tale,"  and  in 
good  truth  it  was  to  him  a  tale  of  sor- 
row and  pecuniary  tribulation.  On  the 
clerk  of  the  peace's  list  for  the  city  of 
Dublin  in  the  year  1847  there  appear- 
ed to  be,  in  round  numbers,  20,000 
Parliamentary  voters.  lie  took  up  the 
gauntlet,  as  it  was  well  known,  to  con- 
test the  representation  of  that  city  with 
the  Tory  and  High  Church  faction.  About 
seven  thousand  electors  were  polled  — 
3,600  for  him  (Mr.  Reynolds)  an4  100 
more  for  his  hon.  Colleague,  whom  he 
saw  in  his  place,  and  he  (Mr.  Reynolds) 
was  returned  by  a  majority  of  104  over 
Mr.  Gregory.  The  election  was  followed, 
as  was  known,  by  a  petition.  What  was 
the  allegation  of  that  petition  ?  Not  bri- 
bery and  corruption,  for  these  were  po- 
litical offences  of  which  even  his  most  in- 
Teterate  adversaries  acquitted  him.  But 
they  asserted  that  among  his  voters  were 
a  certain  number  of  men  who  were  in  ar- 
rear  of  local  taxes.  The  House  appointed  a 
Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  election, 
and  that  Committee  sat  for  ninety-four 
days.  A  sum  of  from  14,000?.  to  15,000?. 
was  expended  in  ascertaining  whether 
ninety  of  his  voters  were  in  arrear  of  taxes 
or  not.  He  would  not  say  that  perjury  was 
committed,  for  that  was  a  very  unmusical 
phrase,  but  certainly  there  was  a  con- 
aidcfrable  economising  of  truth  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  witnesses  against  his 
toters.  A  host  of  lawyers  and  Parlia- 
mentary agents  were  engaged,  and  from 
14,0002.  to  15,000?.  were  expended  dur- 
ing ninety-four  days;  and  what  was  the 
object  of  the  investigation  ?     To  ascertain 


whether  ninety  of  his  voten.  were  in  arrear 
or  not.  The  Committee  declared  that  they 
were,  and  they  were  accordingly  struck  off. 
But  what  was  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  taxes  for  defaulting  in  which  all  these 
voters  were  disqualified  and  15,000?.  was 
expended  in  an  inquiry?  It  was,  to  a 
fraction,  45?.  lis.  6Jc?.  Now,  he  thought 
that  the  present  Bill  was  exceedingly  de- 
fective in  this  respect,  if  in  no  other,  that 
it  did  not  render  such  an  absurd  proceeding 
impossible  of  occurrence  for  the  future. 
He  found  that  by  the  103rd  section  of 
this  Bill  a  power  was  given  to  inquire 
whether  a  man  had  been  legally  enrolled 
or  legally  registered  on  the  Parliamentary 
roll,  and  this  he  thought  exceedingly  ob- 
jectionable. He  was  sure  that  the  ma- 
jority of  that  House  would  concur  with 
him  in  the  opinion  that  after  a  man  had 
passed  the  ordeal  of  the  revising  barris- 
ter's court,  and  an  appeal  to  the  going 
judge  of  assize,  and  had  been  enrolled,  he 
should  have  no  further  trouble  about  his 
vote,  and  that  it  should  not  be  permitted 
to  a  Committee  of  that  House  to  inquire 
whether  he  had  a  valid  title  to  be  placed 
upon  the  roll.  The  great  evil  of  the  free- 
man system  was  that  it  swamped  the  pro- 
perty qualification.  About  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  householders,  leaseholders,  and 
freeholders  had  plumped  for  him,  and  four 
hundred  freemen  had  recorded  their  votes 
in  his  favour.  Two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred freemen  had  voted  for  his  antagonists, 
and  thus  the  property  qualification  voters 
were  balanced.  Surely  that  was  a  most 
absurd  and  anomalous  state  of  things,  and 
it  was  desirable  that  something  should  at 
once  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil.  He  had 
often  taken  an  active  part  in  contested 
elections  at  Dublin,  and  he  had  always 
found  that  the  freemen  swamped  the  house- 
holders. He  remembered  having  exerted 
himself  very  strenuously  on  one  occasion 
to  procure  the  return  of  the  noble  Lord 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Woods  and  Forests 
Department,  and  it  had  happened  on  that 
occasion  that  freemen  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
were  imported  in  cargoes  from  Manchester, 
Liverpool,  Birmingham,  and  other  manu- 
facturing towns  of  England,  where  they 
had  resided  for  years.  It  was  tioised 
abroad  that  the  election  was  approaching, 
and  forthwith  the  shout  of  **  York,  you're 
wanted!*'  swelled  upon  the  gale,  and  not 
shipbrokers,  but  freemenbrokers,  were  em- 
ployed in  Liverpool  by  the  sCore  to  send 
over  these  immaculate  electors  at  so  much 
per  head,  that   they  might   exercise   the 
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sublime  privileges  of  freemen  .in  the  city 
of  Dublin;  of  course,  those  ragged  free- 
men  who  were  working  at  about  9^.  per 
week  came  over  at  Uieir  own  expense 
that  thej  might  maintain  the  purity  of 
election.  He  was  himself  an  advocate 
of  something  that  fell  very  little  short  of 
universal  suffrage;  but  he  did  not  like  the 
freeman  system,  because  it  had  only  the 
worst  features  of  universal  suffrage,  and 
because  it  was  liable  to  the  most  mon- 
strous abuses.  Nobody  could  ever  ascer- 
tain where  a  freeman  lived.  In  his  in- 
scrutable garret  he  could  defy  detection. 
They  were  a  privileged  class — the  last 
remnant  of  what  was  happily  now  no  more, 
Protestant  ascendancy.  They  were,  in 
fact,  the  peel  of  the  orange,  and,  being 
exceedingly  dry  and  flavourless,  were  not 
worth  preserving.  It  was  to  be  wished 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  had  applied  the  axe  to  the 
root  of  this  evil,  and  inserted  a  provision 
in  his  Bill  that  the  freeman  franchise 
should  cease  on  the  death  of  those  who  at 
present  enjoyed  it.  But,  indeed,  it  would 
be  no  such  easy  matter,  after  all,  to  define 
the  limitation  of  any  right  that  depended 
on  the  life  of  a  freeman;  for  the  lives  of 
freemen  were  like  those  in  beneficial  leases, 
they  never  terminated.  In  truth,  a  free- 
man was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  spe- 
cimens of  humanity.  Not  only  did  he 
hand  down  his  valuable  right  to  his  pos- 
terity by  marriage^  birth,  and  service,  but 
he  lived  himself  to  the  most  patriarchal 
age  that  was  possible— H)r  rather,  to  speak 
more  correctly,  that  it  was  morally  impos- 
sible for  a  man  to  attain.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  predict  that,  unless  the  present 
Bill  were  materially  improved,  and  its  pro- 
visions materially  amplified,  it  would  not 
give  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
He  trusted  that  the  English  Members  of 
the  popular  party  would  now  come  to  the 
rescue,  and  insist  upon  such  a  franchise 
Bill  being  given  to  Ireland  as  would  lead 
to  the  political  regeneration  of  that  country. 
They  were  fond  of  saying  that  they  were 
ready  to  hold  out  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
to  Ireland,  that  they  would  meet  the  Irish 
as  fellow  subjects,  and  recognise  Ireland  as 
an  integral  portion  of  the  empire.  If 
thei^e  were  any  truth  in  their  professions, 
let  them  now  come  forward  and  give  to 
Ireland  a  Parliamentary  charter,  which 
would  give  the  creator  of  wealth,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  his  destroyer,  a  potent 
voice  in  the  election  of  the  men  who  were 
to  represent  him  in  that  House.     Far  be 


it  from  him  to  say  thi^t  the  people-  of  Ire- 
land were  not  properly  represented  at  pre- 
sent. The  present  company  were  alwaja^ 
excepted.  He  was  not  going  to  bring  an, 
old  house  about  his  ears  by  insinuating  a 
doubt  that  the  105  Irish  Members  in  that, 
House  were — with  the  solitary  exception  of 
himself — one  and  all  of  them  eminentlj 
qualified  by  position,  talent,  integrity,  and 
erudition,  for  the  dbtinguished  positiona 
they  occupied ;  but  surely  it  was  to  b^ 
regretted  that  more  of  iJieir  neighboara 
had  not  the  power  of  recording  at  gene-^ 
ral  elections  the  high  sense  they  en- 
tertained of  the  virtues  and  Aocompliali- 
ments  of  such  admirable  individuab.  If 
that  House  wished  to  make  Irek^nd  what 
she  ought  to  be-^not  a  drag  chain  pn  Eng- 
land*s  prosperity,  but  an  auxiliary  in  her 
train,  swelling  her  triumphs  and  adding 
permanent  stability  to  her  empire — thej 
could  not  adopt  a  better  course  in  ordeif  to 
the  achievement  of  that  glorious  reault 
than  to  give  to  the  people  of  Ireland  i^ 
voice  in  the  election  of  their  representa- 
tives. In  conclusion  he  begged  to  give 
notice  that  when  the  Bill  was  in  Comn 
mittee  he  should  move  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  to  enable  all  persons  rated  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  in  Ireland,  in  however 
small  a  sum,  whether  in  cities,  towns,  or 
boroughs,  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Parlia^ 
mentary  roll. 

Sir  J.  B.  WALSH  said,  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  the 
city  of  Dublin,  convinced  him  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  was  right  when  he 
said  the  Bill  would  not  satisfy  any  party  ii^ 
Ireland.  It  disappointed  those  who  were 
represented  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dob- 
lin,  and  it  excited  crave  apprehensions  on 
his  (Sir  J.  Walsh  s)  side  of  the  House, 
The  political  effect  of  the  measure  would 
be  to  increase  the  numbers  and  alter  the 
character  of  the  Irish  constituencies.  An 
Irish  farmer  of  SI,  a  year  was  quite  desti- 
tute of  the  property  qualification  intended 
by  the  Irish  Reform  Bill.  If  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  once 
set  such  a  stone  rolling,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  stop  it.  England  would 
come  with  similar  claims,  and  would  break, 
with  redoubled  force  the  barrier  of  fibalitj 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  once  adhered  to. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  present  mea- 
sure was  based  upon  an  allegation  that  the 
constituency  in  Ireland  had  of  late  dwindled 
exceedingly;  but  they  all  knew  the  cause 
of  that,  and,  if  property  were  now  jeopar- 
dised in  Ireland,  was  that  a  reason  that 
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the  present  tiiqe  should  be  considered  less 
fitting  ibr  an  examination  of  the  state  of 
the  franchise?  In  his  opinion,  howerer, 
the  true  waj  to  enlarge  the  franchise  was 
not  bj  extending  the  suffrage,  but  by  using 
all  practical  and  expedient  measures  with  a 
Yiew  to  aid  the  people  in  the  acquisition  of 
property,  or  by  a  reconstruction  of  those 
eloases  to  which  the  franchise  had  been 
onginally  given  by  the  constitution.  As 
to  the  present  Bill,  he  feared  that  it  was 
little  better  than  a  return  to  the  old  40«. 
system.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to 
doable,  to  treble,  perhaps  to  quadruple  the 
coDBtituency.  In  Antrim  the  number 
would  be  raised  to  22,000 ;  in  Kildare  to 
10,000,  and  so  on;  the  Protestant  minority 
woald  be  thus  entirely  extinguished.  But 
they  should  recollect  that  tbcre  were  two 
great  parties  in  Ireland  separated  by  re- 
SgiouB  and  political  sentiments,  which  it 
■honld  always  be  the  object  of  Parliament 
to  Uend  together  as  much  as  possible. 
There  was  the  Protestant  minority,  wealthy 
^nd  respectable  and  intelligent;  if  they 
were  extinguished  under  that  Bill,  he 
fsared  that  it  would  be  extinguishing  for 
ever  the  voice  of  the  Protestant  part  of  the 
eoqimunity.  Although  he  wished  to  see 
religious  differences  healed  in  that  country, 
he  still  greatly  feared  that  the  tendency  of 
Biich  a  measure  as  the  present  would  be 
to  destroy  the  Protestant  influence  in  most 
of  the  counties  of  Ireland.  He  begged  of 
the  House  to  look  at  its  probable  effect 
upon  the  question  of  repeal  of  the  Union 
It  was  to  be  apprehended,  if  such  a  mea- 
snre  as  the  Bill  then  before  them  passed 
into  a  law,  that  a  great  number  of  Irish 
Members  would  come  into  that  House 
pledsed  to  vote  for  *'  repeal/*  and  that 
which  had  been  the  feeling  of  a  section  of 
the  Irish  Members  would  soon  become  the 
feeling  of  a  large  majority.  If  the  repre-^ 
lentatives  of  the  people  of  England  as- 
MmUed  in  that  House  wished  to  retain 
their  gteat  and  glorious  constitution,  they 
woold  strengthen  it  by  resisting  democratic 
^inotatioD.  By  a  step  of  the  kind  which 
Abj  were  now  recommended  to  take,  they 
Wooldy  instead  of  strengthening  the  consti- 
tetion,  most  materially  weaken  it;  for  the 
eSeet  of  such  a  measure  must  be  very  ma- 
teriallj  to  increase  the  democratic  element 
tp  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  in  Ireland — 
ill  dement  which  he  by  no  means  thought 
lavoorable  to  freedom  there,  and  with  re- 
Snenee  to  England  he  held  the  same  opin- 
He  had  always  contended  that  there 


was  great  danger  to  liberty,  to  justice,  to 
civiliastiou  itself,  and  to  all  the  blessings 
which  we  enjoyed,  not  from  monarchy,  nor 
aristocracy,  but  from  the  pressure  of  de- 
mocracy. He  would  ask,  had  democracy 
proved  favourable  to  Uberty  in  France  ?  In 
that  country  they  were  at  the  present  mo- 
ment defending  society  itself  by  the  force 
of  the  bayonet.  Prudence,  then,  sug- 
gested to  them  the  expediency  of  postpon- 
ing such  a  measure  till  they  could  ascer- 
tain for  themselves  that  they  were  in  no 
danger  of  calamities  similar  to  those  which 
had  befallen  the  people  of  France.  He 
wished  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  might 
be  tested  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
for  he  did  not  intend  to  offer  any  opposition 
on  going  into  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  O'CONNELL  stated,  that 
he,  as  a  county  Member,  was  quite  willing 
to  accept  the  measure  as  far  as  counties 
were  concerned,  but  he  hoped  that,  so  far 
as  boroughs  were  affected,  the  Bill  might 
not  pass  in  its  present  form;  he  trusted,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  eventual  success 
of  the  measure  would  not  be  hazarded  by 
unfairly  pressing  the  objections  which  ex- 
isted against  it.  The  case  of  boroughs 
differed  very  materially  from  that  of  coun- 
ties— for  example,  in  boroughs  an  8^.  va- 
luation showed  a  12Z.  rental.  It  was  well 
known  that  in  house  property  the  tendency 
of  all  valuation  was  to  fix  property  at 
amounts  below  its  real  worth.  As  the 
franchise  in  England  and  Scotland  was 
higher  in  counties  than  in  boroughs,  so  he 
should,  judging  from  analogy,  say  that  the 
same  rule  ought  to  apply  to  Ireland.  Not 
that  he  would  make  the  county  franchise 
higher  than  by  the  present  Bill  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made,  but  he  would  make  the 
borough  franchise  lower.  He  would  further 
add,  that  as  far  as  he  had  any  opportunity 
of  judging,  nothing  worked  well  that  de- 
pended on  the  poor>law  valuation.  The 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  who  spoke  last, 
said  much  about  the  dangers  which  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  encroachments 
of  democracy;  but  he  (Mr.  0*Connell)  was 
not  afraid  to  vote  against  any  measure 
which  he  really  believed  to  amount  to  a  de- 
mocratic encroachment.  He  trusted  that 
he  was  as  warmly  attached  to  the  Queen's 
Government  as  any  man  in  that  House; 
but  he  held  that  the  true  mode  of  prevent- 
ing democratic  encroachments  was  to  make 
wise  and  timely  concessions. 

Captain  TAYLOR  thought  the  St.  rat- 
ing for  the  county  franchise  too  low,  and 
considered  a  251.  rating  would  be  prefer- 
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Me,  although  he  admitted  that  the  poor- 
law  rating  in  Ireland  was  at  present  most 
defective.  A  return  made  on  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Memher  for  Londonderry  last 
Session  showed  that  an  SL  rating  in  Ire- 
land would  give  to  the  county  which  he 
(Captain  Taylor)  represented  (Duhlin),  a 
constituency  of  28,809  Toters,  which  must 
be  admitted  to  be  very  much  like  universal 
Buffirage.  There  could  be  no  question  that 
the  tendency  of  this  Bill  was  to  make  the 
towns  swamp  the  rural  districts,  and  he 
thought  the  county  constituency  should 
principally  consist  of  the  farmers  and  yeo- 
manry, and  not  have  an  overwhelming  ad- 
mixture of  manufacturing  and  shopkeeping 
population.  The  registry  of  voters  had 
greatly  diminished  in  Ireland,  but  an  im* 
mense  number  of  qualified  persons  in  every 
county  objected  to  register  themselves,  and 
therefore  he  thought  the  clause  in  this  Bill 
making  registration  compulsory  on  every 
qualified  person  highly  objectionable.  It 
had  been  said,  that  this  Bill  would  increase 
the  present  constituency  fourfold ;  but 
looking  at  its  effect  in  his  own  county,  he 
thought  that  estimate  under  the  mark. 
The  Bill  was  objectionable  because  it  would 
make  the  lowest  classes  of  the  population 
three*fourths  of  the  whole  constituency. 
He  begged  English  Members  to  examine 
this  Bill,  although  it  bore  an  Irish  title, 
because  the  next  step  would  be  to  apply  it 
to  England.  If  its  effect  should  be  to  re- 
turn ninety  Members  to  the  free-trade  side 
of  the  House  from  Ireland,  they  might  de- 
pend upon  it  the  same  object  would  be 
sought  by  extending  it  to  England.  He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be  hurried,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  who  introduced  it,  would  con- 
sider an  early  day  after  Easter  most  conve- 
nient for  going  into  Committee. 

Colonel  RAWDON  considered  that  no 
less  a  measure  than  this  could  remedy  the 
great  defects  in  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
constituency.  He  could  not  help  observing 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin had  been  excited  even  to  anger  by  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  Bill,  while  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  county  of  Dublin 
insisted  upon  a  25L  qualification ;  and  seve- 
ral other  opinions  were  expressed  with  re- 
gard to  the  measure,  which  showed  how 
difficult  it  would  be  for  any  Mihister  to  col- 
lect the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Now,  he  would  say  that  there  was  very  lit- 
tle reason  for  so  much  difference  of  opinion. 
The  popular  concessions  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  convey,  were  by  no  means  so 


large  as  to  excite  any  just  apprehensions. 
Some  might  think  the  Bill  went  too  far, 
while  others  did  not  consider  it  went  far 
enough.  Now,  he  thought  that  Govern- 
ment were  taking  a  medium  course;  and 
he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  a  hope 
that  hon.  Members  would  consult  the  inter- 
ests of  Ireland  by  not  pushing  their  re- 
spective opinions  too  far.  He  saw  that 
the  Bill  was  already  in  danger;  but  he 
hoped  that,  by  moderation  on  both  sides, 
they  would  give  the  country  some  chance 
of  getting  a  good  measure. 

Sib  J.  YOUNG  approved  generally  of 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  one  of  the  chief 
merits  of  which  was  that  it  made  the 
registry  system  self-acting,  and  gave  the 
franchise  to  a  person  having  a  certain 
amount  of  property.  The  decrease  in 
the  registry  was  no  new  thing  in  Ire- 
land ;  it  was  observed  as  far  back  as 
1838,  and  one  main  cause  of  it  was 
basing  the  county  franchise  upon  the 
lease  of  the  tenant,  instead  of  upon  his 
valuation.  He  believed  the  effect  of  an 
82.  rating  instead  of  a  10^  rent  would 
be  to  decrease  the  number  of  voters; 
and  he  therefore  thought  an  82.  rating 
a  very  dubious  step  in  the  counties.  He 
should  go  more  largely  into  detail  on  the 
measure  when  it  was  in  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  O'CONNOR  approved  of  this 
measure,  as  most  opportune  and  neces- 
sary. He  looked  upon  it,  not  as  a  mea- 
sure of  principle,  but  of  policy.  The 
promoters  were  afraid  that,  unless  the 
county  constituencies  were  enlarged,  Ire- 
land would  return  a  majority  of  Protection- 
ists; but  they  felt  perfectly  secure  of  the 
towns  and  boroughs.  When  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Radnorshire  talks  of 
the  rapid  strides  of  democracy,  he  must  tell 
him  that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  had  al- 
ways measured  their  property  by  the  stan- 
dard of  political  power^  rather  than  by  the 
public  necessities  and  the  State  require- 
ments. It  was  the  resistance  of  the  land- 
lords to  the  development  of  the  generous 
mind  of  the  people  of  Ireland  that  had 
driven  the  people  to  a  wild  democracy; 
and  he  would  tell  the  landlords  that  until 
the  present  system  of  quibbling  govern- 
ment was  done  away  with,  we  would  never 
see  the,  only  proper  and  sound  system  of 
government  established-^a  system  of  pure 
democracy.  The  landlords  of  Ireland  could 
not  say  they  were  in  the  same  position  as 
the  landlords  of  England :  the  English 
landlords  were  gentlemen,  the  Irish  land- 
lords were  tyrants.    He  accepted  this  mea- 


1301     Parliamentary  Voters,  &c,      \  Feb.  22  \ 


{Ireland)  Bill 


1302 


sure,  because  he  believed  that  shortly  the 
same  measure  of  justice  must  be  dealt  out 
to  the  people  of  England.  Talk  of  a  25L 
rating  for  Ireland  !  Did  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Dublin  county  know  that 
36,000  voters  were  the  whole  constituency 
of  Ireland  ?  Why,  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  alone  had  a  constituency  of 
36,000  persons,  and  returned  only  two 
Members;  so  that  the  same  number  as 
sent  to  that  House  tvro  Members  in  one 
case,  sent  105  Members  in  another.  Was 
there  ever  a  greater  anomaly  ?  The  Irish 
landlords  always  made  themselves  tools  to 
a  Government;  and  he  would  ask,  did  they 
ever  know  anything  more  absurd  and  ano- 
malous than  the  paltry  subserviency  to  a 
Minister  which  the  Irish  Members  had 
shown  last  night,  when  they  refused  to  re- 
lieve Ireland  with  500,000Z.  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  accepted  a  grant  of  300,000^.  The 
Irish  landlords  came  with  weeping  and 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  and  yet 
said  they  would  not  take  what  their  coun- 
try wanted,  merely  because  they  wished 
to  support  the  Government.  lie  thanked 
the  Grovernment  for  this  measure.  He 
had  not  much  certainly  to  thank  any  Go- 
Temment  for;  but  he  regarded  this  Bill 
as  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  thought  that 
some  feeling  of  modesty  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken, 
might  have  prevented  him  from  making 
such  a  sweeping  attack  upon  the  landlords 
of  Ireland.  Although  they  might  have 
some  faults,  he  would  appeal  to  the  House 
whether  their  treatment  of  their  tenants 
was  not  somewhat  better  than  tlie  mode 
in  which  the  hon.  Member  had  treated  the 
inhabitants  of  Snigg*s  End  ?  [Mr.  OTon- 
VOB  :  My  tenants  pay  no  rent  at  Snigg's 
End.]  He  Would  admit  that  the  repre- 
sentation required  extension,  but  the  House 
might  run  somewhat  rashly  into  the  other 
extreme.     One  of  the  main  causes  of  the 

Eoent  limited  number  of  voters  in  Ire- 
d,  was  the  extreme  apathy  on  the  part 
of  many  persons  who  were  qualified  to  be 
OH  the  register,  but  who  failed  to  take 
adrantage  of  the  privileges  which  the  ex> 
isting  law  placed  within  their  reach.  From 
whatever  cause  it  arose,  there  was  at  pre- 
seilt  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  per- 
sons of  all  religious  creeds,  of  all  political 
^rties,  and  of  every  station  in  life,  to 
^lace  their  names  upon  the  registry.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  symptoms 
of  the  present   social   state   of    Ireland. 


The  number  of  voters  at  present  on  the 
registry  might  be,  he  believed,  quadrupled, 
if  all  those  who  were  entitled  to  vote  had 
placed  their  names  there;  and  he  wished 
that  no  man  should  have  his  name  placed 
on  the  registry  against  his  will,  and  he 
should  like  to  see  the  Bill  modified  to  this 
extent,  that  the  name  of  no  person  should 
be  registered  without  his  own  consent. 
The  possession  of  the  franchise  frequently 
placed  individuals  in  an  unpleasant  posi- 
tion, and  in  many  cases  the  Irish  voter  was 
too  much  the  slave  of  another  man  to  be 
able  to  give  his  vote  independently.  He 
feared  that  the  Bill  might  have  a  mis- 
chievous effect  in  perpetuating  a  system  of 
continued  turmoil  and  discontent  in  Ireland, 
which  would  utterly  destroy  any  benefit 
that  an  enlargement  of  the  constituency 
might  confer.  It  would  be  much  better 
gradually  to  train  up  the  people  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  franchise. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said,  that  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  there  was  a  general  understand- 
ing on  the  other  side  of  the  House  which 
amounted  to  a  general  acknowledgment 
that  some  Bill  of  this  nature  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  condition  of  the  represen- 
tation in  Ireland,  which  some  years  ago 
they  would  not  allow  to  be  amended,  now 
required  some  improvement  to  be  applied 
to  it.  But  from  observations  which  fell 
from  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side,  he 
was  induced  to  believe  that  they  were  dis- 
posed to  make  the  offers  of  the  Govern- 
ment much  smaller  than  they  were.  Some 
of  the  propositions  made  by  them  were  of 
a  most  extraordinary  character.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  county  of  Dublin  expressed 
a  desire  that  the  amount  of  rating  to  con- 
fer the  qualification  should  not  be  less 
than  251. ;  and  from  that,  it  would  appear 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  feel  that 
he  had  a  very  firm  hold  on  the  sympathies 
of  the  population  of  the  county.  He  agreed 
with  the  observations  which  had  been  made 
as  to  the  faults  of  the  Bill  with  regard  both 
to  the  county  franchise  and  the  borough 
franchise  ;  and  he  considered  that  no 
sensible  reason  could  be  given  why  the 
franchise  should  be  the  same  for  boroughs 
as  for  counties.  The  sum  there  fixed  af- 
forded no  criterion  of  what  would  be  the 
extent  of  the  increase  of  the  franchise. 
One  point  to  which  he  wished  to  allude 
was,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Sec- 
retary for  Ireland,  and  his  friends,  were 
desirous  to  attach  some  of  those  restric- 
tions to  this  Bill  which  were  found  in  Eng- 
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land  to  have  given  rise  to  so  much  evil, 
and  which  he  was  sure  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  remove  as  soon  as  he  should  bring 
in  a  Bill  on  the  subject  with  reference  to 
England.  It  appeared  that  no  occupier 
would  have  a  right  to  vote  until  he  should 
have  been  twelve  months  a  resident,  and 
no  owner  would  be  entitled  to  a  vote  un- 
less he  should  have  held  the  property  for 
six  months.  The  only  object  in  rendering 
it  necessary  for  the  occupier  to  have  been 
a  resident  for  twelve  months*  was  to  pre- 
vent fraud  by  persons  becoming  occupiers 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  franchise 
to  enable  them  to  vote  at  a  particular 
election.  If  by  a  six  months*  occupancy 
they  secured  a  guarantee  against  fraud  of 
^hat  kind  in  one  case,  why  should  not  the 
same  period  answer  in  the  other?  It 
would  be  found  also  that  there  was  a 
deception  in  the  Bill,  for  the  terms  laid 
down  it^  it  made  it  requisite  for  an  occu- 
pier to  have  held  the  tenements  for  siz- 
^en  months — ra  period  of  four  months  lon- 
ger. He  asked  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  if  he 
were  going  to  give  the  franchise  to  a  man 
who  happened  to  be  a  proprietor  in  Ire- 
land at  an  SI,  valuation,  not  a  fraudulent 
but  a  bond  fide  occupier,  why,  if  he  ad- 
mitted that  such  a  man  should  have  a 
vote,  should  he  be  thus  needlessly  re- 
stricted by  the  present  Bill  ?  Therefore, 
in  his  opinion,  he  thought  the  noble  Lord 
ought,  on  going  into  Committee,  to  consent 
to  a  considerable  alteration  of  the  Bill.  The 
six  months'  residence  was  as  long  a  period 
as  ough^  to  be  asked,  because  it  gave  a 
sufficient  guarantee  against  a  fraudulent 
occupancy.  As  regarded  the  rating  fran- 
i^hise,  or  rather  a  franchise  depending  on  a 
particular  amount  of  assessment,  bad  as  he 
considered  that  to  be  everywhere,  he  con- 
sidered it  would  operate  unfavourably  in 
an  especial  degree  in  Ireland.  By  that 
system  the  noble  Lord  would  allow  to  eyerj 
board  of  guardians  the  power  of  lowering 
or  raising  the  franchise  qualification  to  a 
great  extent.  The  guardians  might  raise 
the  rateable  value  so  much  that  it  would 
approach  the  amount  of  rent,  or,  in  the 
opposite  way,  lower  the  rateable  value  un- 
til it  came  to  not  more  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  rent.  He  thought  it  desirable  in 
remodelling  the  franchise  to  adopt  a  prin- 
ciple that  would  have  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing such  injustice  as  might  arise  in  that  way. 
In  his  opinion  it  would  be  better  if  the  fran- 
chise were  based  simply  on  the  rating,  to 


which  system  they  would  eventuaUy  re- 
sort, and  that  the  payment  of  rates  shoul4 
not  be  an  element  to  be  considered  in  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  for  election  pur- 
poses. There  was  another  point  to  which 
he  begged  to  invite  attention.  He  had; 
observed  in  many  places,  in  Manchester, 
particularly,  if  he  were  to  take  the  inter- 
val between  1839  and  1842,  a  period  of 
great  manufacturing  dbtress,  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise  was  greatly  diminished, 
because,  owing  to  the  depression  of  th^ 
period  the  poor-rat«  was  increased,  as  also 
was  the  rateable  value  of  property;  and 
consequently  many  industrious,  hardwork- 
ing, and  struggling  men  whose  rates  were 
thus  increased — no  matter  how  they  strug- 
gled to  retain  their  position — were  in  many 
instances,  by  the  operation  of  the  Bill^ 
struck  out  from  the  enjoyment  of  their 
right  as  Parliamentary  electors.  The  no^ 
ble  Lord  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment  might  rest  assured  that  before 
long,  he  would  have  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
Parliamentary  reform  for  the  united  king- 
dom. He  was  not  going  to  say  that  thero 
existed  at  present  any  very  pressing  or 
extraordinary  demand  in  the  country  for 
such  a  measure.  But  the  man  was  not 
worth  arguing  with,  who  believed  that  the 
representation  in  this  country  could  be  long 
maintained,  without  considerable  changes. 
He  did  not  believe  it  beneficial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  that  such  anomalies 
should  exist  as  at  present  prevailed  in 
the  representation  of  the  country.  When- 
ever the  noble  Lord  should  bring  in  such  a 
measure,  he  would  find  it  so  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  measure  he  was  then  intro- 
ducing as  regarded  Ireland,  that  he  would 
find  it  necessary  to  have  another  Bill  to 
succeed  as  well  as  to  supersede  it.  If  he 
(Mr.  Bright)  were  in  the  position  of  the 
noble  Lord,  he  would  make  such  a  change 
now  in  Ireland  as  would  establish  repre- 
sentation there  on  such  a  basis  a?  to  enable 
him  to  stand  upon  it  at  a  future  period, 
when  he  might  find  it  necessary  to  re* 
model  the  representation  of  this  portion 
of  the  united  kingdom.  The  noble  Lord 
who  had  last  addressed  the  House,  ad- 
verted to  the  compulsory  registration 
system,  and  deprecated  it,  on  the  ground 
that  great  numbers  of  persons  should 
not  be  compelled  to  regbter  and  exer- 
cise the  franchise.  Of  course,  he  (Mr. 
Bright)  was  aware  that  there  were  men 
who  were  under  compulsion;  on  the  one 
hand,  under  the  compulsion  of  the  land- 
lord ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  under  the 
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vompulsion  of  the  priest,  and  who,  were 
their  names  off  the  franchise  roll  at  the 
period  of  the  election,  would  escape  the 
disagreeahle  necessity  of  voting.  But  what 
of  that?  Surely  a  man  was  not  asked 
whether  he  was  willing  to  serve  on  a  jury, 
or  perform  the  other  duties  which  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country  confided  to  him  to 
perform  ?  Therefore,  it  was  monstrous  to 
eaU  in  a  man  and  ask  him  if  he  wished  to 
be  on  the  franchise  list  or  not  ?  With  re- 
fftrd  to  the  independence  of  the  elective 
body  in  Ireland,  what  ought  to  he  done 
tbere  would  he  to  give  them  the  right  to 
vote  l>y  ballot.  He  had  heen  speaking  on 
tbe  question  to  a  priest  in  Ireland,  who 
poweased  great  infiuence,  and  he  did  not 
ileny  the  influence  exercised  over  the  elec- 
tors. In  fact,  no  roan  could  deny  that  the 
priests  in  Ireland  frequently  exercised  an 
imhealthy  influence  over  the  exercise  of 
the  franchise  ;  and  no  man,  he  should 
My^  was  more  willing  to  admit  the  same 
Ami  the  priests.  But  the  circumstances 
of  the  unfortunate  people  were  such,  that 
tbey  had  no  friend  to  look  to  but  the 
priest.  He  administered  temporal  assist- 
tece  and  protection,  as  well  as  spiritual 
kdrice  and  consolation  —  the  priest  was 
the  adviser  and  counsellor  of  the  people, 
hnd  the  influence  which  he,  consequently, 
possessed  and  exercised  might  be  regarded 
ms  a  duty  from  the  performance  of  which 
he  had  no  escape.  If  the  landlords,  by 
retoon  of  their  territorial  station,  exer- 
dsed  great  influence  in  one  way,  and 
the  priests  exercised  it  in  another  form, 
tbiBD,  in  his  opinion,  the  Government  seek- 
ing  to  improve  the  mode  of  giving  expres- 
sion to  public  opinion  would  do  well  to  es- 
tablish an  easily  worked  system,  the  sys- 
tem of  vote  by  ballot,  which  would  enable 
an  elasses  and  parties  to  put  into  practical 
effect  their  privately- entertained  opinions 
in  an  honest  and  independent  manner. 
The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
taaent  had  brought  in  a  Bill  for  the  better 
government  of  the  colonies,  abounding  with 
linmerous  phrases  and  provisions,  such  as 
aire  considered  extreme,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  apply  them  in  this  country,  one  of  which 
Jpiaranteed  a  representative  to  every  15,000 
men  of  the  population.  Another  clause 
in  the  colonial  constitution  about  to  be 
framed  pointed  out  the  steps  necessary  to 
be  taken  for  ensuring  the  free  and  im- 
partial expression  of  opinion  by  public 
election,  and  the  impartial  exercise  of  the 
franchise.  Now,  in  no  country  on  the  face 
tf  the  earth  was  such  a  protection  more 


needed  than  in  Ireland,  for  unless  they 
had  a  very  large  constituency,  or  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ballot,  there  could  be  no 
free  expression  of  opinion  ;  and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  if  the  Members  of  that 
House  did  not  believe  that  election  by 
ballot  would  have  the  effect  of  rendering 
electors  independent,  by  removing  them 
from  the  influence  of  the  wealthy  and 
powerful,  they  would  have  no  objection  to 
yield  that  mode  of  voting,  and,  conse- 
quently, remove  the  evils  connected  with 
the  present  elective  system,  which  occa- 
sioned scenes  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  Eng- 
land, disgraceful,  not  alone  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  to  the  whole  country.  He  did 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  denying  that 
the  present  Bill  would  be  an  improvement. 
He  knew  not  how  far  the  noble  Lord  was 
determined  to  adhere  to  it ;  but  he  wished 
to  assure  him  that  he  could  not  adopt  a 
course  more  fatal  to  Ireland  and  to  the 
Government,  than  to  listen  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  whose 
only  wish  was  to  make  the  Bill  less  effec- 
tive than  it  stood  at  present.  He  regret- 
ted the  noble  Lord  had  not  introduced  a 
bolder  measure.  However,  as  it  stood,  all 
the  support  that  he  (Mr.  Bright)  could 
give  to  all  that  was  good  in  it  he  would 
freely  accord,  because  he  felt  certain  that 
the  only  way  to  really  unite  and  consoli- 
date both  islands,  in  a  permanent  and  last- 
ing unity,  was  to  rule  them  similarly,  and 
to  do  more  justice  to  Ireland,  economi- 
cally, ecclesiastically,  and  politically,  than 
had  been  done  by  previous  Governments. 

Mr.  GROGAN  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  follow  the  suggestions  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  and  refuse 
to  listen  to  suggestions,  simply  because 
they  came  from  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House.  He  thought  that  it  should 
be  necessary  to  make  application  before 
a  man  was  placed  on  the  registry,  in  order 
to  prove  that  he  had  a  desire  to  be  upon 
it;  for  he  thought  it  highly  objectionable 
to  put  a  man  upon  the  roll  contrary,  it 
might  be,  to  his  own  wishes.  A  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  Bill  betwixt  a 
man  having  occupation  under  a  lease,  and 
one  who  was  merely  a  yearly  tenant,  in 
order  that  encouragement  might  be  given 
to  the  granting  of  leases.  He  must  say, 
also,  that  he  thought  81.  in  counties  was 
rather  too  low  an  amount.  They  were  all 
aware  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  the 
old  405.  freehold  in  Ireland — how  it  led  to 
the  subdivision  of  land  to  an  extent  that 
the  country  was  suffering  from  at  this  day; 
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and  he  was  afraid  that  taking  so  low  a 
franchise  as  82.,  would  tend  to  a  restoration 
of  the  abuse.  An  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
had  suggested  that  in  counties  the  fran- 
chise clause  be  fixed  at  251. ,  and,  con- 
sidering that  in  England  it  was  501.,  he 
must  say  that  251.  in  Ireland  could  not  be 
regarded  as  too  high.  A  few  years  ago 
thej  passed  a  law  against  subletting,  in 
consequence  of  the  many  evils  which  at- 
tended that  system;  but  by  the  present 
measure  they  would  hold  out  a  direct  bonus 
to  subletting,  because,  if  a  person  had  an 
occupation,  say  to  the  extent  of  401.,  he 
would  have  the  power  of  dividing  it  into 
^ye  portions,  in  order  that  that  number  of 
individuals  might  be  put  upon  the  registry. 
In  boroughs,  he  thought  very  great  facility 
would  be  given  for  putting  persons  on  the 
roll.  By  the  present  law  there  were  seven 
or  eight  taxes  that  a  man  must  pay  before 
he  could  be  registered;  but  there  was  not 
a  single  word  about  taxes  in  this  Bill  fur- 
ther than  that  he  was  not  to  be  more  than 
six  months  in  arrear  of  the  poor-rate.  A 
man  rated  at  SI.  had  half  his  rates  paid 
by  the  landlord,  so  that  in  many  boroughs 
the  sum  paid  would  be  very  trifling  indeed; 
not  more  than  28.  II is  hon.  Colleague  had 
objected  to  the  freemen  of  Dublin;  but  he 
must  be  well  aware  that  on  the  roll  of 
freemen  the  highest  class  of  judges,  and 
all  the  professional  classes,  were  to  be 
found,  constituting  the  great  mass  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  city.  He  thought  it  was 
ill-judged  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  attack  the  freemen,  seeing  that,  as 
Lord  Mayor,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  the  right  of  persons  applying 
to  be  registered  as  freemen. 

Mr.  W.  FAGAN  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  then  before  the  House,  but  to  entreat 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland  not  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  postpone  the 
Bill.  It  was  evident  from  the  discussion 
that  had  taken  place,  that  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen at  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
intended  to  give  the  Bill  the  most  deter- 
mined and  vigorous  opposition.  For  two 
years  they  had  had  the  present  Bill  post- 
poned, and  he  could  state  that  the  conse- 
quence had  been  to  diminish  the  franchise 
very  considerably.  In  the  city  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  the  franchise 
had  decreased  in  the  last  two  years,  in 
consequence  of  the  feeling  of  the  people 
that  the  Government  intended  to  introduce 
the   present   Bill,  and  in  consequence  of 


that  impression  they  declined  entering  into 
the  difficult  pursuit  required  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  therefore  they  allowed 
their  franchises  to  fall  away.  If  his  right 
hon.  Friend  should  accede  to  the  wishes  of 
Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  and  post- 
pone the  Bill  until  after  Easter,  they  would 
not  obtain  the  measure  in  the  present 
Session,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition 
that  would  be  given  it  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  as  well  as  the  opposition  it 
would  be  certain  to  encounter  in  the  other 
House  of  Legislature.  If  they  could  suo- 
ceed  in  even  getting  it  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  he  doubted  not  it  would  be  in  so 
mutilated  a  condition  that  it  would  not  be 
worth  acceptance.  He  should  be  permitted 
to  observe  that  he  was  not,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  city,  so  favourable  altogether 
to  the  Bill.  He  confessed  and  admitted  he 
would  rather  the  present  system,  as  re* 
garded  cities,  was  continued,  than  that  the 
SI.  franchise  was  adopted.  He  foresaw  in 
his  own  city  it  would  rather  diminish  than 
increase  the  ft*anchi8e.  He  knew  because 
he  witnessed  it  at  the  registration  in  that 
city,  that  persons  paying  lOl.  rent  were 
rated  as  low  as  51.  to  the  poor;  and  if  they 
gave  the  revisers  elected  by  the  poor-law 
guardians  control  over  the  franchise,  by 
means  of  valuation,  they  might  be  certain 
the  franchise  would  diminish  much  lower 
than  at  present.  Therefore  as  far  as  re- 
garded cities,  he  was  of  opinion  that  an 
SI.  poor-law  franchise  would  not  increase 
the  number  of  voters;  on  the  contrary,  he 
anticipated  that,  unless  the  second  clause 
giving  a  double  voting  tenement  would  in* 
crease  it,  it  would  materially  fall  off.  He 
admitted  that  in  the  counties  the  effect 
would  be  different;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
a  vast  deal  of  power  would  be  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  landlords,  much  more 
than  they  possessed  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. Notwithstanding,  he  called  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  postpone  the 
measure,  but  press  it  through,  because  the 
people  of  Ireland,  having  no  franchise  at 
present,  were  anxiously  expecting  it.  The 
number  who  enjoyed  the  franchise  in  Ire- 
land did  not  exceed  36,000.  Indeed,  he 
doubted  if  it  amounted  to  that  number;  so 
that  it  might  be  said  the  constituency  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  numbered  as  many  as  all  Ireland. 
The  present  Bill  was  intended  more  or 
less  to  revise  the  constituencies  of  Ire^ 
land,  therefore  he  hoped  after  waiting 
for  the  measure  for  over  two  years  the 
Government  would  press  it  forward,  and 
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not  wait  the  convenience  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men at  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  he  ready  and  in  at- 
tendance at  all  times.  The  nohle  Lord  the 
Memher  for  Tyrone  stated  that,  from  his 
knowledge,  the  people  were  not  disposed 
to  register.  He  (Mr.  Fagan)  admitted 
that  at  present,  with  the  franchise  in  its 
very  limited  condition,  the  people  were  not 
disposed  to  register,  hecause  the  possession 
of  the  franchise  was  an  expense  and  an 
annoyance  instead  of  a  henefit,  inasmuch 
as  its  possessor  was  placed  between  two 
fires.  On  one  side,  if  he  went  with  the 
landlord,  he  ran  the  risk  of  popular  dis- 
pleasure; whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  he 
ran  the  risk  of  being  oppressed  by  the 
landlord.  They  all  had  heard  or  read  of 
Irish  elections;  for  instance,  the  election 
at  Carlow,  where  the  people  were  perse- 
cuted for  acting  conscientiously,  which 
could  not  have  been  the  case  but  for  the 
unfortunately  limited  state  of  the  franchise. 
The  only  mode  that  could  be  adopted  to 
protect  the  voter  was  to  extend  the  fran- 
chise, and  then  the  people  would  be  dis- 
posed to  register.  He  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Manchester,  that 
it  was  not  necessary  that  persons  should 
express  a  desire  to  be  placed  on  the  regis- 
try. On  the  same  ground  that  a  man  was 
summoned  to  serve  on  a  jury,  or  discharge 
any  other  legal  or  political  duty,  a  man 
should  be  placed  on  the  registry,  and  al- 
lowed to  exercise  his  privilege  as  his  feel- 
ings and  his  conscience  dictated.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for 
the  city  of  Dublin,  appeared  to  object  to 
all  the  clauses  of  the  Bill;  but  he  did  not 
state  what  he  would  substitute  in  their 
stead.  He  admitted  that  Ireland  needed 
some  improvement,  and  therefore,  with 
great  submission  to  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  respect  for  his  talent  and  ability, 
he  (Mr.  Fagan)  should  say  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman came  forward  with  a  most  lame 
case  in  objecting  to  what  was  proposed, 
without  suggesting  anything  in  its  stead. 
He  fully  agreed  with  the  other  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  as  regarded  his  view  of  the 
position  occupied  by  the  freemen.  As  long 
as  the  payment  of  taxation  to  qualify  for 
the  franchise  was  recognised  as  an  element 
necessary  to  the  principle,  so  long  should 
men  who  are  untaxed  and  non-resident — 
save  within  seven  miles  of  the  city — be 
excluded  from  the  privilege.  He  did  not 
see  why  these  men,  who  were  the  remnant 
of  the  old  corporations — the  old  dominant 


and  ascendancy  men — should  he  permitted 
to  enjoy,  untaxed,  the  privilege  that  others 
paid  dearly  for,  both  in  trouble  and  pecu- 
niarily. There  was  no  disposition,  how- 
ever, on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  in- 
terfere with  them  at  present.  One  more 
observation,  and  he  would  conclude.  He 
was  anxious  to  state,  in  reference  to  one 
expression  that  fell  from  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Manchester — namely,  the 
**  unhealthy  influence  of  the  priesthood  in 
Ireland** — that  such  was  not  the  effect  of 
their  influence  on  the  people.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  had  been  most  healthy  and  bene- 
ficial; and  the  landed  gentry  were  indebted 
to  their  influence  for  the  tranquillity  and 
order  that  prevailed,  as  well  as  for  the 
exhibition  of  those  moral  and  social  vir- 
tues that  characterised  so  eminently  the 
Irish  people.  He  was  sorry  his  hon.  Friend 
had  made  use  of  the  expression.  Indeed, 
he  felt  he  must  have  used  it  inadvertently, 
because  from  his  (Mr.  Fagan *s)  experience 
— and  he  possessed  much,  as  living  a  great 
deal  amongst  the  rural  classes  of  his  coun- 
trymen— he  did  not  think  the  language  of 
his  hon.  Friend,  as  regarded  the  influence 
of  the  Irish  clergy,  at  all  justified. 

Sir  J.  TYRELL  deprecated  the  course 
taken  by  the  last  hon.  Gentleman,  in  an- 
ticipating so  early  determined  opposition 
from  his  (Sir  J.  Tyrell's)  side  of  the  House. 
In  reference  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester  of  the  un- 
healthy influence  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  he  (Sir  J.  Tyrell)  would  read  a 
few  extracts  from  the  evidence  given  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  who  was  attached 
to  the  management  of  a  large  property  in 
the  Kenmare  union,  and  who  was  brought 
forward  by  the  Government  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  poor-law  as  a  witness  to 
whose  evidence  they  attached  great  weight. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  rose  to 
order.  He  appealed  to  his  hon.  Friend 
whether  it  was  proper  that  he  should  go 
into  such  a  question  during  the  debate  on 
this  Bill. 

Sir  J.  TYRELL  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  would  only  address  them  for  a  few 
moments.  This  was  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  a  new  Reform  Bill,  for  there  was 
an  extension  of  the  suffrage  proposed  for 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  Manchester 
had  stated  that  the  influence  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  priests  was  very  great,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  city  of  Cork  denied 
that  view  of  the  case.  The  Government, 
wishing  to  show  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land,  produced  before  the   Committee  a 
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Roman  Catholic  priest ;  and  if  the  House 
hore  with  hitii  while  he  read  a  few  lines  of 
his  evidence,  they  would  see  it  was  not  he- 
side  the  question.  It  was  the  evidence  of 
a  Rointo  Catholic  priest  before  the  Poor 
Law  Committee,  and  the  Government  in- 
flaence  in  that  Committee  had  heen  able 
to  keep  oiit  that  etidence  by  a  majority  of 
one. 

M«.  O'FLAHERTY  must  appeal  to  the 
Chair.  This  wlas  going  beyond  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  a  Member  of  the  Committee, 
and  Could  say  that  the  witness  was  not 
brought  forward  by  the  Government  at  all, 
but  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry,  and  he 
eame  forward  voluntarily. 

Mh.  SPEAKER  :  The  question  is  whe- 
ther this  evidence  was  reported  to  the 
House.  As  I  understand  the  hon.  Baronet, 
the  evidence  was  not  reported  to  the  House : 
a  majority  of  the  Committee  decided  that 
it  should  not  be  reported  to  the  House, 
atid  in  that  case  it  cannot  be  made  use  of 
here. 

Sib  J.  TYRELL  did  not  say  it  was 
evidence,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  the  opin- 
ion of  a  person  of  great  influence  and  im- 
portance, as  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  with 
inspect  to  the  social  condition  of  the  Irish 
people,  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 

ViscountCASTLERE  AGH  would  again 
appeal  to  the  House  whether  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  in  order  in  making  this  state- 
ment ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  am  listening  to  the 
explanation  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  It  ap- 
peatB  to  me  that  this  was  evidence  offered 
to  thie  Poor  Law  Committee,  and  it  was 
decided  by  a  majority  of  that  Committee 
that  it  should  not  be  reported  to  the  House; 
and  there  is  no  question  about  it  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  cannot  use  that  evidence. 

Sir  J.  TYRELL:  I  don't  set  my  au- 
thority  against  you;  all  I  say  is,  that  this 
was  proposed  to  be  evidence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  may  have  been 
offered  as  evidence  ;  but  if  it  were  not  re- 
|>orted,  the  hon.  Baronet  cannot  use  it. 

Sm  J.  YOUNG  begged  to  say,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  that  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  under  a  mistake. 

Sir  J.  TYRELL:  If  they  refused  to 
hear  a  few  sentences  from  this  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  priest's  evidence,  he  would  withdraw 
it,  but  on  some  future  occasion  he  would 
bring  it  forward.  He  could  well  under- 
stand the  extreme  anxiety  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  not  to  hear  the  observations 
he  had  to  make;  but  in  passing  a  measure 


of  this  kind  it  was  iihportatot  that  the  public 
should  not  be  kept  in  ignoranofe  c^  the 
influence  exercised  by  a  Roman  CathoUe 
priest. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  wished  to 
ask  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  whether  it  would  be  p6ssible-— 
in  order  to  afford  them  information  as  to 
what  the  probable  number  of  the  constitu- 
ency of  Ireland  Would  be — to  lay  on  the 
table,  before  they  went  into  Committee, 
any  papers  that  could  be  obtained,  possibly 
through  the  poor-law  guardians,  showing 
them  what  the  constituency,  in  counties 
under  an  82.  (Vanchise,  was  likely  to  be  ? 
They  had  a  statement  f^om  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  of  the  number  of  the  con- 
stituency of  that  city;  and  it  would  be  well 
if  they  could  hear  what  constituency  thej 
were  likely  to  have  to  deal  with.  They 
also  had  heard  that  the  present  c^oUnty 
constituency  of  Ireland  was  but  S6,000k 
and  that  was  a  ridiculous  amount.  It  was 
evident  that  some  great  measure  was  re- 
quired, but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
sorry  to  3ee  that  Ij*eland  was  to  be  made 
the  experimental  ground.  Before  long  il 
was  probable  that  some  measure  of  ^fonn 
must  be  applied  to  this  country,  JEind  it 
was  objectioniEible  that  such  measures 
should  not  be  simultaneous  with  the  one 
introduced  for  Ireland.  The  hon^  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Manchester  proposed 
that  another  experiment  should  be  tried  in 
Ireland,  namely,  that  the  ballot  should  be 
given  to  Ireland,  On  that  question,  also, 
it  was  objectionable  that  Ireland  should  be 
made  an  experimental  ground. 

Mr.  MONSELL  said,  a  suggestion  had 
been  made  for  establishing  a  difference  in 
the  qualifications  of  persons  possessing 
leases,  and  those  possessing  none.  The 
reason  assigned  for  that  suggestion  was  an 
anxious  desire  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
generally  should  have  leases.  One  of  the 
chief  reasons  why  the  number  of  voters  in 
Ireland  had  been  so  greatly  decreased  was^ 
that  the  landlords  had  refused  to  gite 
leases  to  their  tenants,  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  having  the  privilege  of  voting. 
He  hoped  that  the  suggestion  he  had  men« 
tioned  would  not  be  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment. [The  hon.  Gentleman  then 
read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  a  Com- 
mission sent  into  Ireland  during  the  period 
of  Lord  Stanley's  holding  office  as  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  which  stated  that  the 
number  of  leases,  in  every  part  of  Ireland 
visited  by  the  Commission,  was  very  small, 
and  that  there  was  a  very  general  indis- 
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position  on  the  part  of  the  landlords  to 
grant  leases,  as  thej  did  not  wish  that 
their  tenants  should  possess  votes.]  His 
experience  of  the  north  of  Ireland  showed 
him  that  the  same  indisposition  to  grant 
leases  existed  quite  as  strongly,  if  not 
stronger,  at  the  present  day.  He  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  another  suggestion, 
which  had  heen  made  hy  several  hon. 
Memhers,  for  taking  the  power  of  making 
the  valuations  out  of  the  hands  of  the  poor- 
law  guardians.  Such  a  step  would  only 
produce  a  considerable  amount  of  excite- 
ment and  confusion  ;  some  districts  would 
be  rated  high,  and  other  districts  low.  He 
entreated  the  Government  that  there  should 
be  no  delay  in  proceeding  with  this  Bill. 

Ma.  SABLE IR  entirely  concurred  with 
his  hon.  Fnend  the  Member  for  the  county 
of  Limerick  in  entreating  the  Government 
not  to  delay  this  Bill.  The  disgracefully 
small  number  of  persons  possessing  the 
franchise  in  Ireland  required  that  this  Bill 
should  he  passed  without  delay.  The  pre 
sent  Bill  was  literally  a  transcript  of  the 
one  before  the  House  last  Session,  and  yet 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  desirous  of 
postponing  it  on  the  ground  of  surprise. 
Many  districts  of  Ireland  were  almost 
entirely  deprived  of  the  franchise.  In 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  which  possessed 
a  population  little  under  500,000,  the 
nomber  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  was 
scarcely  400  ;  and  those  400  voters  con- 
sisted principally  of  clergymen  of  the 
Established  Church  and  rent-chargers. 
He  was  astonished  how  any  hon.  Mem- 
bers could  argue  that  this  Bill  would 
tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  leases  grant- 
ed in  Ireland.  Hon.  Gentlemen  must 
know  perfectly  well  that  in  a  large  portion 
of  Ireland  the  conservative  party,  the 
chief  proprietors  of  laud,  had  been  induced 
to  withhold,  on  political  grounds,  from 
their  tenants  the  protection  and  security 
of  a  lease.  He  thought  this  most  in- 
jnrioas  to  their  own  interest,  for  it  was 
a  great  bar  to  any  improvement  in  the 
•gricalture  of  Ireland.  The  Bill  must  ne- 
eessarily  encourage  the  system  of  granting 
leases  in  Ireland,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  measures  proposed  by  the  Go- 
▼emment  and  co-operating  with  them,  it 
mnst  necessarily  encourage  agriculture  and 
indnstrj  in  that  country.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  hon.  Members  should  have  lost 
nght  of  the  fact  that  the  Irish  people 
were,  from  the  successful  operation  of  a 
system  of  national  education,  eminently 
qiudified  to  possess  and  properly  to  employ 
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the  franchise.  He  believed,  therefore,  that 
there  need  be  no  apprehension  of  evil 
resulting  from  an  extension  of  the  suf- 
frage being  misused  by  them.  He  enter- 
tained very  serious  objections  to  some  of 
the  details  of  the  measure;  he  thought 
that  several  plain  and  practical  matters 
were  proposed  to  be  carried  out  in  a  very 
complex  manner,  which  might  easily  be 
replaced  by  a  much  more  plain  and  simple 
machinery,  but  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever to  carp  at  the  principles  the  Bill  laid 
down.  It  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  by  increasing  the  number  of  persons 
possessing  the  franchise  in  Ireland,  it  would 
improve  the  present  state  of  things  in  that 
country.  The  Bill,  though  it  would  in- 
crease the  number  of  voters  in  counties, 
would  diminish  the  constituencies  in  bo- 
roughs, and  Government  could  easily  ob- 
tain authentic  returns  to  prove  that  his 
statement  was  correct  on  this  point.  A 
return  of  the  number  of  persons  who 
would  be  entitled  to  vote  in  boroughs  un- 
der the  new  law,  would,  he  believed,  fully 
confirm  his  statement.  The  Bill  proposed 
to  confine  the  franchise  to  all  persons  pos- 
sessing a  fee-simple  or  inheritance  of  a  rate- 
able value  of  51,  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  it  was  advisable  that  the  county 
constituencies  of  England  should  be  over- 
run by  a  large  class  of  artisans  who  had 
purchased  forty-shilling  ownerships  in  fee, 
irrespective  of  occupation;  but  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  a  system  of  forty-shilling 
freeholds  with  occupation  established  in  Ire- 
land. Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  un- 
healthy influence  exercised  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland;  but  it  should  be 
remembered,  that  while  the  clergymen  of 
the  Established  Church  possessed  the  fran- 
chise, the  Roman  Catholic  and  Presbyte- 
rian clergy  were  excluded  from  it.  He 
implored  the  House  to  proceed  in  a  true 
spirit  of  religious  equality,  and  extend  the 
franchise  equally  to  all,  and  then  there 
would  be  no  complaints  of  unhealthy  influ- 
ence being  exercised  by  any  one  particular 
class  of  clergymen  in  Ireland.  He  enter- 
tained several  objections  to  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  but  would  abstain  from  putting 
those  forward  until  the  Bill  should  be  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  OTLAHERTY,  without  pledging 
himself  to  the  details  of  the  Bill,  thanked 
the  Government  for  bringing  forward  such 
a  measure.  He  trusted  the  Bill  would  not 
'  be  postponed,  but  that  the  constituency  of 
Ireland,  now  nearly  extinguished,  would 
be  renovated  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Mr.  KEOGH  did  not  think  any  one 
eould  hesitate  for  a  moment  in  saying  that 
Bome  such  measure  as  this  was  absolutely 
Beeetsary,  on  looking  to  the  returns  before 
the  House.  The  population  of  England, 
at  the  present  moment,  was  15,000,000, 
amd  the  constituency  was  796,000.  The 
population  of  Ireland  was  8,175,000,  and 
the  constituency  72,796.  So  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  was  more  than  one  half  the 
population  of  England,  and  the  constitu- 
ency in  proportion  to  each  million  in  Eng- 
land was  53,000,  while  the  proportion  to 
each  million  in  Ireland  was  somewhat  about 
as  many  hundreds.  Now,  let  them  take 
the  retvrn  of  all  persons  entitled  to  the 
franchise  under  the  present  Bill.  The  en- 
tire amount  of  the  constituency,  if  every 
person  paid  up  the  rates,  would  be  374,000. 
So  that,  supposing  every  person  entitled 
in  point  of  value  should  be  put  on  the 
register,  still  there  would  not  be  a  consti- 
tuency in  equal  proportion  to  the  constitu- 
ency of  England,  considered  relatively  with 
the  population  of  England  and  Ireland. 
That  statement,  he  thought,  should  calm 
the  feelings  of  those  persons  who  thought 
the  constituency  of  Ireland  would  be  too 
large,  and  they  might  deduct  from  that 
374,000  fully  one  third  who  would  disqua- 
li^  themselves  by  not  paying  the  rates. 
With  respect  to  the  borough  franchise,  it 
had  been  said  that  the  proposed  franchise 
was  too  high.  He  considered,  however, 
that  it  was  impossible,  consistently  with 
the  pnnciple  adopted  of  payment  to  the 
poor-rate,  that  the  franchise  could  be  made 
any  lower.  At  present,  it  was  very  li- 
mited indeed.  In  Cashel  the  constituency 
was  only  150  ;  Downpatrick,  120 ;  Ennis, 
114;  Lisbura,  164;  Portarlington,  177; 
and  Athlone,  not  more  than  350.  Some 
alteration  was  imperatively  called  for, 
and  he  would  at  all  times  be  found  ready 
to  support  any  measure  which  sought  to 
place  upon  a  broad  and  substantial  footing 
the  constituencies  in  Ireland. 

Sib  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  he  had 
listened  attentively  to  the  remarks  that  had 
fallen  from  both  sides  of  the  House  with 
reference  to  this  measure,  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  there  was  scarcely  any  one  of 
them  which  did  not  apply  rather  to  its  de- 
tails than  principle  :  he  said,  '*  scarcely 
any,*'  because  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
did,  he  thought,  take  exception  to  the  time 
at  which  the  measure  was  introduced,  and 
he  also  objected  to  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  franchise  which  it  proposed  to  give  was 


founded  on  the  rating  of  the  poor-law.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  said,  ''Where 
is  the  use  now,  when  everything  is  quiet 
in  Ireland,  when  the  people  are  thinking 
of  other  things,  to  disturb  the  public  mind 
by  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  respecting  the 
franchise?"  Now,  he  (Sir  W.  Somerville) 
would  undertake  to  say,  that  if  agitation 
had  been  rife,  or  if  the  public  mind  had 
been  disturbed,  the  language  which  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  have  used, 
in  opposition  to  this  measure,  would  have 
been,  ''  Why,  you  are  yielding  to  clamour, 
you  oui;ht  to  wait  till  the  public  mind  is 
pacified,  and  then  come  forward  with  your 
measures."  It  appeared  to  him  (Sir  W. 
Somerville)  that  thero  could  not  be  a  bet- 
ter time  for  considering  a  measure  of  this 
kind  when  the  public  mind  was  calm,  and 
when  they  could  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion fairly,  and  with  a  bond  fide  intention 
of  doing  that  which  was  reasonable  and 
right.  He  was  quite  certain  that  the  more 
the  details  of  this  measure  were  considered, 
and  the  more  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  discussed  by  Qentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  the  sooner  would  they 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  Government  was  fair  and  rea- 
sonable. His  opinion  of  the  great  advan- 
tage of  this  Bill  was,  that  it  placed  the 
franchise  on  the  basis  of  the  poor-law  rat- 
ing. He  could  not  agree  with  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  imagined  that  the  conjunction 
of  the  franchise  with  the  lease  had  been 
the  principal  means  hitherto  of  preventing 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  from  giving  leases 
to  their  tenants.  This  measure  would 
create,  as  it  were,  a  uniformity  of  fi«a- 
chise  throughout  the  country.  But  what 
was  the  case  at  present?  Why,  in  one 
comer  of  a  county  there  might  reside  a 
landlord  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  leases  to  his  tenantry,  and  there 
would  consequently  be  a  large  number  of 
voters  there,  crammed  together  in  one 
spot.  But  if  they  traversed  that  county, 
they  would,  perhaps,  not  find  a  single  per- 
son who  had  the  franchise,  until  at  length 
they  might  find  some  other  landlord  resid- 
ing at  the  opposite  side  of  the  county,  who 
had  the  good  sense  to  give  leases  to  his 
tenantry.  Now,  he  thought  that  if  the 
voters  were  distributed  more  generally 
throughout  the  country,  it  woidd  be  a 
great  means  of  preventing  the  exercise  of 
that  undue  influence  or  intimidation  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  seemed  to  apprehend.  It  was  im- 
possible at  present  to  meet  the  objections 
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wbich  Had  been  made  to  the  present  sys- 
tem of  poor-law  valuation.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Down  as  to  the  number  of  voters 
that  would  be  created  under  this  measure, 
he  would  beg  to  refer  him  to  the  last  popu- 
lation returns  from  Ireland  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  as  they 
were  sufficiently  correct  to  enable  him  to 
Bolve  his  question.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  measure,  he  (Sir  W.  Somer- 
Tille)  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  re- 
Benre  his  explanations  until  the  next  stage. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Athlone  had  spoken  of  the  borough 
constituencies,  and  quoted  that  of  Ath- 
lone, amongst  others,  as  being  350;  but 
although  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  like 
himielf  at  Drogheda,  had  been  subjected 
to  a  very  severe  contest,  he  must  know 
that  the  total  number  that  polled  at  the 
Athlone  election  was  far  below  350.  He 
felt  extremely  gratified  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  Bill  had  been  received  by  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  he 
should  be  most  happy  to  give  every  atten- 
tion to -any  suggestion  which  might  be 
made  for  improving  the  Bill.  As  it  was 
of  great  importance  that  the  Bill  should 
pass  into  a  law  as  rapidly  as  possible,  he 
should  propose  that  it  be  committed  on 
Monday  next. 

Mb.  NAPIER  hoped  that  as  several 
Irish  Members  would  be  obliged  to  attend 
the  assizes,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  name  so  early  a  day. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  that  if  they 
postponed  the  Bill  till  after  Easter,  other 
measures  would  interfere  with  it.  If  some 
hon.  Members  were  obliged  to  attend  the 
assises,  that  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
give  up  other  important  public  business. 

Bill  read  2%  and  committed  for  Monday 
next. 

ELECTIONS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Sm  W.  SOMERVILLE  moved  the  Se- 
4Nmd  Beading  of  the  above  Bill. 

Mb.  REYNOLDS  suggested  the  pro- 
wiety  of  reconsidering  those  clauses  of  the 
Bill  which  had  reference  to  the  establish- 
ment of  polling  places,  in  order  to  con- 
sider whether  a  reduction  of  expense  might 
not  be  made,  by  allotting  a  larger  number 
than  300  voters  to  each  polling  place.  The 
propoaaly  also,  to  establish  separate  polling 
places  for  freemen,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
piere  a  source  of  considerable  expense  in 


large  towns.  In  Dublin  the  expense  under 
this  head  would  not  be  less  than  1,2002. 

Mr.  M.  J.  O'CONNELL  thought  that 
an  improvement  might  be  made  in  the  Bill, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  parochial 
classification  of  electors,  in  preference  to 
the  old  baronial  plan. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  with 
respect  to  the  expense  of  polling  places, 
he  should  be  perfectly  prepared  to  consider 
any  plan  calculated  to  reduce  the  expenses 
attendant  upon  them.  With  respect  to 
the  baronial  classification,  it  was  a  matter 
of  extreme  difficulty,  but  he  had  endea- 
voured to  meet  some  of  the  objections 
previously  urged  against  it,  as  far  as  he 
could. 

Bill  read  2°,  and  committed  for  Monday 
next. 

WOODS,  FORESTS,  ETC. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  I  now  rise  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make 
better  provision  for  the  management  of  the 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues  of  the 
Crown.  I  don*t  intend,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  Bath,  who  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  subject,  but  who  is  unable 
to  attend  the  House,  to  enter  at  present  on 
any  long  explanation  of  details.  I  shall 
only  state  generally  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  think  that  the  department  may  be  bet- 
ter managed  by  means  of  the  separation 
now  proposed  than  by  the  continuance  of 
the  present  system.  'Till  1832  there  were 
difierent  offices  for  the  management  of  the 
laud  revenues  of  the  Crown,  the  woods  and 
forests,  and  for  the  department  of  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Works.  It  was 
thought  expedient  to  unite  these  offices 
under  three  commissioners.  But  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  combination  of 
these  offices  has  led  to  the  imposition  of 
very  large  and  undue  charges  on  the  Land 
Revenues  of  the  Crown  for  the  purpose  of 
public  works,  and  that  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Woods  and  Forests  being  a  per- 
son connected  with  a  political  party,  is  not 
so  well  fitted  for  the  management  of  the 
department  of  the  Woods  and  Forests  as  a 
person  would  be  who  was  totally  uncon- 
nected with  a  political  party.  What  we 
propose,  therefore,  is  to  have  in  the  first 
place  three  commissioners,  two  of  them 
salaried,  who  shall  have  the  management 
of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  and  the 
Woods  and  Forests,  and  that  none  of  them 
shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  House 
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of  Commons.  With  respect  to  the  Office 
of  Works,  however,  we  propose  that  it 
should  be  a  political  office,  namely,  that 
there  shall  be  a  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  and  that  the  office  should  be  capa- 
ble of  being  held  with  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  is  believed  that  an  officer 
of  that  description,  responsible,  and  hold- 
ing a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  will 
be  able  to  exercise  a  control  over  public 
works  which  have  of  late  years  occasioned 
very  considerable  expense,  and  which  cer- 
tainly deserve  being  made  a  special  subject 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  By  this  proposed  separation 
we  get  rid  of  what  has  frequently  happened, 
namely,  that  when  large  expenses  have 
been  incurred  for  certain  public  works,  the 
sums  were  raised  by  making  them  a  charge 
on  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown ; 
whereas,  the  object  being  the  formation 
of  public  parks,  or  the  improvement  of 
streets  in  the  metropolis,  or  in  Dublin  or 
Edinburgh,  the  expense  should  rather  have 
been  thrown  on  the  general  revenue  of  the 
country.  And  there  was  no  saving  to  the 
country  effected  by  making  such  expense 
a  charge  on  the  Land  Revenues  of  the 
Crown;  because,  whether  it  came  out  of 
the  Crown  lands  or  out  of  the  general 
revenue,  it  was  the  same  thing  in  the  end. 
But  it  was  certainly  calculated  to  keep 
from  the  public  view  the  large  expenses 
incurred  in  those  cases.  According  to  the 
statement  I  have  now  made,  the  Land  Re> 
venues  will  be  in  future  managed  as  a  de- 
partment of  the  revenue.  The  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  office  will  have  only  to  con- 
sider how  best  to  manage  the  rents  they 
receive  from  that  property  which  is  lease- 
hold, ai^d  also  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
managing  the  Woods  and  Forests;  and  they 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  consider- 
ation of  any  expenses  except  such  as  any 
owner  of  property  would  think  it  neces- 
sary to  incur  for  the  preservation  and  im- 
provement of  his  property.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Commissioner  of  Works,  who  will 
be  a  political  officer,  will  have  to  consider 
what  sums  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
for  public  works  which  it  may  be  requisite 
either  to  begin  or  to  carry  on — in  what 
manner  Hampton  Court,  and  the  parks 
which  may  be  used  for  public  recreation, 
should  be  kept  in  order  and  ornamented 
so  as  to  be  suitable  for  their  object — and 
any  other  expenses  which  the  Government 
may  think  it  right  from  time  to  time  to  re- 
commend, and  the  House  of  Commons  may 
think  it  right  to  adopt.     He  will  be  ready 


to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  these  ex> 
penses  are  proposed  to  be  incurred;  and 
his  whole  attention  will  be  directed  to  pub- 
lic works,  and  not  to  the  landed  estate  of 
the  Crown.  These  are  large  public  ques- 
tion, and  lead  to  debate  in  this  House. 
With  respect  to  the  salaries,  the  sum  will 
be  the  same  as  that  at  present  applied  to 
the  purpose.  The  First  Commissioner  of 
Woods  and  Forests  now  receives  2,000^ ; 
and  there  are  two  other  commissioners 
with  1,2007.  a  year  each.  It  is  proposed 
that  of  the  Commissioners  of  Land  Reve- 
nue, to  consist  of  three  persons,  the  first 
shall  receive  1,4002.  a  year,  the  second 
1,0002.  a  year,  and  the  third,  who  will  be 
some  person  in  the  public  service,  shall  not 
receive  any  salary.  Of  the  department  of 
Public  Works,  it  is  proposed  that  only  one 
shall  receive  a  salary.  He  will  receive 
2,000/.  a  year,  the  salary  which  is  now  re- 
ceived by  the  First  Commissioner  of  Woods 
and  Forests.  The  money  to  be  paid  in 
salaries  will  be  just  the  same  as  the 
amount  at  present  paid.  Therefore  no 
additional  expense  will  be  incurred;  and 
the  change  does  not  make  it  neeessary  to 
have  any  more  persons  representing  the 
departments  in  the  House  of  Commons  than 
may  now  sit  there.  The  new  arrangement 
will,  I  hope,  be  found  to  bring  the  expenses 
incurred  for  public  works  more  specifically 
under  the  notice  of  Parliament,  and  to  se- 
cure a  better  management  of  accounts. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  by  any  further 
remarks,  and  shall  simply  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  card  well  was  glad,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  that  this  subject  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  in  thinking 
that  there  was  no  department  of  the  pub- 
lic service  in  which  there  was  greater 
scope  for  improvement.  He  thought  the 
proposed  arrangement  was  calculated  to 
promote  economy  in  the  public  service. 
The  suggestion  of  the  noble  Lord  as  to 
showing,  on  the  face  of  the  estimates,  the 
sum  expended  on  any  improvement  for  pub- 
lic works,  was  one  with  which  he  entirely 
concurred,  for  the  greatest  possible  security 
would  thereby  be  afforded  that  the  money 
would  be  well  laid  out.  He  quite  concurred 
in  the  propriety  of  separating  the  two  de- 
partments. The  objections  discovered  by 
the  Committee  did  not  apply  to  any  par- 
ticular period  or  to  the  time  of  any  First 
Commissioner  :  it  was  but  just  to  say  this; 
but  undoubtedly  the  evils  and  objections  of 
every  kind  to  which  the  system  had  natu- 
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rally  given  rise  did  require  the  most  search- 
ing and  vigorous  reform.  After  the  Com- 
mittee had  sat  one  Session,  a  gentleman 
from  Sheemess,  connected  with  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  acquainted  with  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  timher,  had  heen  specially 
sent  to  report  upon  the  New  Forest. 
That  gentleman  reported,  that  with  regard 
to  the  Queen's  timber,  there  was  sys- 
tematic plunder  carried  on  with  the  utmost 
audacity;  that  the  general  impression  was, 
that  the  Queen's  forests  were  fair  game; 
that  in  consequence,  when  prosecutions 
were  taken  into  court  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  convictions;  that  the  whole  public 
mind  of  the  neighbourhood  was  poisoned 
with  the  idea  that  it  was  no  fraud  to  take 
the  Queen's  property;  and  that  there  was 
no  check  on  the  system  of  receiving 
money,  a  smaller  quantity  of  trees  being 
entered  in  the  accounts  than  were  actuallv 
cat  down.     In  answer  to  question  345 — 


<i 


under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  salary  would  be 
raised. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Lord 
John  Russell,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  Mr.  Hayter. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore Ten  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


^»m»»«»^»»^»»<^^^»»»« 


Did  you  find  a  difference  of  Y85  loads  between 
the  actual  measurement  of  trees  cut  down  in  1848 
and  the  estimated  contents  ?  " 

he  replied — 

**  Yes  ;  804  loads  were  the  estimated  contents, 
but  the  actual  measurement  was  1,539  loads." 

Respectable  persons  would  not  attend  the  ' 
sales,  because  there  was  such  an  under- 
Btanding  between  those  who  sold  the  tim- 1 
her  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  and  the  cor- 
rupt purchasers  in  the  neighbourhood,  that ' 
respectable  persons   had  no   chance.      In 
answer  to  question  392 — 

"  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  a  large  quantity  of 
timber  had  been  stolen  in  broad  daylight,  in  the  , 
most  open  manner  ?"  J 

he  replied — 

"  I  believe  so  ;  no  doubt  of  it ;   early  and  late, 
in  the  daylight  and  the  dark,  just  as  it  suited. 

**  Were  the  loads  properly  marked  in  many  in-  | 
stances? — I  don't  think   so   in  many;  some  of 
them  were  marked,  but  not  what  I  consider  pro- 
perly. 

"  Did  you  find  that  more  trees  were  cut  down  • 
than  were  authorised  by  the  Treasury  warrant  ? 
— In  every  case.  i 

*'  In  every  case  that  came  under  your  obscr-  . 
▼ation  ? — I  have  looked  back  for  three  or  four 
jeara,  and  I  find  it  has  been  the  custom,  for  some  ' 
ymn  at  all  events." 

Withoat  saying  more  at  present,  he  would 
only  add,  that  with  the  reform  proposed  by  i 
this  Bill,  such  a  system  could  not  prevail ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  details  of  the  mea- ! 
rare  would  be  such  as  effectually  to  carry 
out  the  object  in  view. 

Sib   H.   WILLOUGHBY   was    under- 
stood to  Bay  that  when  the  details  came 
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CASE  OF  LIEUTENANT  GRAHAM  AND 
MR.  ELLIOTT. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  rose,  in  perform- 
ance of  an  act  of  justice,  to  state,  that 
upon  further  inquiry  he  was  satisfied  that 
he  ought  not  to  have  made  the  observa- 
tions which  he  recently  had  made  (Feb. 
5,  p.  332),  on  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Gra- 
ham and  Mr.  Elliott  on  the  one  side,  and 
on  that  of  Commander  Pitman  on  the 
other.  The  facts  which  had  since  come 
to  his  knowledge  would  have  prevented 
him  from  bearing  such  testimony  as  he 
had  given  to  the  characters  of  Lieutenant 
Graham  and  Mr.  Elliott;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  had  convinced  him  that 
Commander  Pitman  did  not  deserve  the 
opprobrium  which  he  had  cast  upon  that 
officer.  The  testimonies  which  he  had 
received  in  favour  of  Lieutenant  Graham 
and  Mr.  Elliott,  which  came  from  an  of- 
ficer whose  judgment  was  as  high  as  his 
testimony,  was  unexceptionable,  and  from 
an  almost  endless  number  of  other  officers. 
He  had,  however,  since  received  another 
account  from  equally  high  authorities,  and 
he  could  only  account  for  the  great  dis- 
crepancy between  them  by  supposing  that 
the  former  must  have  related  to  their  con- 
duct at  a  period  of  their  lives  when  they 
had  not  become  guilty  of  the  irregularities 
by  which  they  had  subsequently  rendered 
themselves  notorious  ;  whilst,  on  behalf  of 
Commander  Pitman,  he  must  say  that  the 
terms  of  approbation  in  which  his  general 
conduct  was  mentioned,  induced  him  to 
believe  that  if  the  court-martial  upon  him 
had  been  postponed  to  a  later  period,  he 
would  never  have  been  found  guilty  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  him.  There 
was,  however,  this  difference  in  the  sen- 
tence passed  upon  these  officers.  Lieu- 
tenant Graham  and  Mr.  Elliott  were  sen- 
tenced to  be  dismissed   the   service,  and 
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were  declared  incapable  of  serving  Her 
Majesty  in  anj  capacity  whatsoever. 
Commander  Pitman  was  simply  dismissed 
the  service,  but  without  the  stigma  of 
being  incapable  of  serving  Her  Majesty. 

The  Earl  of  MINTO  would  be  sorry  to 
say  anything  which  should  add  to  the  pain 
which  Messrs.  Graham  and  Elliott  must 
feel,  while  suffering  under  a  very  severe 
and  well-merited  punishment ;  but  he  must 
say  that  the  officers  serving  on  board  that 
ship  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  to  be 
regretted  Mr.  Pitman  had  not  called  excul- 
patory evidence.  It  was  to  be  regretted 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  drawn 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  the 
subject.  He  must  say  that  the  bringing 
of  the  proceedings  of  courts-martial  before 
Parliament  had  a  serious  tendency  to 
weaken  the  good  discipline  of  the  naval 
service. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  denied  that  he  had 
fallen  into  any  error.  He  had  done  merely 
an  act  of  justice  which  any  one  of  their 
Lordships  would  have  been  equally  bound 
to  do  upon  similar  information.  And  he 
now  merely  stated  that  he  had  received 
additional  information  which,  had  he  re- 
ceived it  before  he  made  the  former  state- 
ment, would  have  prevented  his  laying  it 
before  their  Lordships.  As  to  his  noble 
Friend's  regret,  he  would  have  to  suffer  a 
great  many  more  regrets  from  similar 
causes  if  he  lived  much  longer. 

The  Earl  of  MINTO  repeated,  that  he 
regretted  the  noble  Lord  had  brought  for- 
ward those  matters  unnecessarily.  He 
could  easily  have  ascertained  the  precise 
facts  had  he  made  application  to  the  heads 
of  the  Admiralty  department. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSION  BILL. 

House  in  Committee,  according  to  order. 

Several  Amendments  made. 

On  the  1 2th  Clause,  consolidating  the 
Episcopal  and  the  Common  Fund, 

The  Earl  of  POWIS  opposed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  concealed  very  extensive 
powers  under  apparently  innocent  lan- 
guage; for,  when  that  language  was  close- 
ly considered,  it  would  be  found  to  take 
away  from  the  Crown  the  power  of  creat- 
ing future  bishops.  The  appointment  of 
a  larger  number  of  bishops  than  existed  at 
present,  had  always  depended  on  a  question 
of  finance,  and,  unless  a  fund  were  pro- 
vided to  secure  an  income  for  the  new  bi- 
shops, it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  an 
increase  in  their  numbers.  What  he  pro- 
posed as  a  remedy  for  this  clause  was  this 


— that  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
should  have  power  to  pay  to  the  common 
fund  any  surplus  money  which  from  time 
to  time  might  come  to  their  hands,  reserv-* 
ing  the  surplus  income  of  the  episcopal 
fund,  so  that  if  Parliament  should  increase 
the  number  of  bishops,  an  available  fund 
might  exist  out  of  which  to  supply  their 
incomes.  He  also  proposed  that,  in  the 
meantime,  the  money  should  not  be  left 
idle  in  the  banker's  hands,  but  that  the 
interest  should  be  applied  towards  the  aug-» 
mentation  of  the  smaller  livings.  He  con- 
tended that  this  was  the  more  necessary, 
inasmuch  as  the  surplus  of  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal fund  would  go  but  a  very  little  way  in 
increasing  the  *' common  fund,"  whereas  by 
reserving  it,  as  he  recommended,  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
Royal  Commissioners  expressed  some  years 
ago  by  increasing  the  number  of  bishops  by 
three.  He  regretted  to  find  that  this  12th 
Clause,  as  it  stood,  did  not  contain  a  single 
word  respecting  the  erection  of  the  three 
additional  bishoprics,  but  would,  as  he  be- 
lieved, effectually  prevent  their  appoint- 
ment hereafter ;  whereas  Ministers,  just 
before  the  last  election,  publicly  promised  to 
erect  them  "  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be."  The  noble  Earl  here  read  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
erection  of  the  bishopric  of  Manchester, 
in  which  the  promise  of  three  additional 
bishops  was  distinctly  enunciated.  Now, 
he  asked  the  noble  Marquess  whether  the 
Government  still  intended  to  carry  oat 
that  extension  of  the  number  of  bishops 
which  had  been  thus  formally  promised,  or 
whether  he  intended  to  shelve  that  ques- 
tion by  this  clause?  The  clergy  of  all 
opinions  were  requiring  a  moderate  increase 
in  the  number  of  bishops,  and,  as  that  was 
the  case,  he  hoped  that  their  Lordships 
would  support  his  Amendment.  The  no- 
ble Earl  then  placed  his  Amendment  in 
the  hands  of  the  noble  Chairman : — 

"And  it  la  expedient  that  power  be  given  to 
the  said  Commissioners  to  transfer  and  applj  any 
surplus  of  or  arising  from  the  said  epiaoopiEd  fimd 
to  the  said  common  fund,  for  the  purposes  of  such 
common  fund.  Be  it  enacted,  that  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  when 
and  as  they  shall  think  fit,  from  time  to  time  to 
transfer  all  or  any  part  of  any  surplus  moneys 
arising  from  or  being  part  of  the  said  episcopal 
fund  to  the  said  common  fund,  and  all  moneys  bo 
transferred  as  aforesaid  shall  then  form  part  of 
the  said  common  fund  mentioned  in  the  said  se- 
condly-recited Act,  and  be  applicable  to  the  pur* 
poses  of  such  common  fund." 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
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the  Government  did  not  mean  to  prejudge 
the  question  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  the  episcopacv  bj  this  Bill,  or  any  clause 
of  it.  The  noble  Earl  had  very  truly  stated 
that  the  appointment  of  three  new  bishops 
had  been  promised  by  Her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters, and  though  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  at  present  for 
augmenting  the  number  of  bishops,  yet  he 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
question  would  not  be  neglected  as  soon  as 
public  expediency  and  the  interest  of  the 
Church  called  for  the  alteration.  One  of 
the  strongest  objections  that  had  been 
urged  against  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sion originated  from  the  desire  of  some 
parties  to  draw  an  impassable  line  between 
the  episcopal  and  the  common  fund.  Now, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  simplest  and 
most  efficient  mode  of  meeting  the  wishes 
of  the  community  and  of  the  Church  upon 
this  point,  was  to  unite  both  funds,  leaving 
it  open  to  the  Commissioners  to  apply  the 
fitnds  so  united  in  the  manner  which  should 
be  found  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  Church.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
noble  Earl  that  this  was  a  prejudging  of 
the  question  as  to  increasing  the  number 
of  bishops,  but  at  the  same  time  he  must 
say,  that  without  pronouncing  any  opinion 
at  this  moment  on  this  subject,  he  should 
be  extremely  sorry  to  see  such  an  addition 
to  the  episcopacy  carried  into  effect  with- 
out the  general  approbation  of  the  Church 
of  England.  If  the  increase,  however,  did 
meet  with  that  general  approbation,  what 
objection,  he  would  ask,  could  there  be  to 
applying  both  funds  together,  as  it  would 
be  applied  under  the  circumstances  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  most  conducive  to 
the  interests  of  the  Church?  The  ques- 
tion whether  there  should  be  bishops  in  the 
Church  of  England  was  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple, which  did  not  arise;  but  the  number 
of  those  bishops  was  a  question,  not  of 
principle,  but  of  expediency,  and  their 
Lordships  had  a  right  to  consider  how  it 
was  to  be  carried  out  so  as  to  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church. 
The  Amendment  of  the  noble  Earl  pre- 
yented  any  addition  being  made  from  the 
common  fund  to  the  episcopal  fund — an 
arrangement  which  might  not  be  at  all 
times  advisable,  and  therefore  he  should 
prefer  seeing  the  clause  left  as  it  stood,  so 
as  to  give  the  Commissioners  power  to  de- 
▼ote  the  whole  fund  in  such  manner  as 
they  should  find  most  calculated  to  ad- 
Tance  the  interests  of  the  C-hurch. 

The    Bishop  of  LONDON    remarked, 


that  the  noble  Marquess  had  admitted  that 
bishops  were  essential  to  a  Christian  Church, 
but  had  observed  that  the  question  as  to 
the  number  of  bishops  was  a  question  more 
of  detail  than  of  principle.  But,  if  that 
observation  were  carried  out  to  its  full 
length,  it  would  follow  that,  so  long  as 
there  were  two  bishops,  nay,  so  long  as 
there  was  one  bishop,  that  one  bishop 
might  be  enough.  It  was,  however,  es- 
sential to  the  well-being  of  a  Christian 
Church,  not  only  that  there  should  be  one 
bishop,  but  also  a  sufficient  number  of 
bishops.  He  had  never  heard  or  read  in 
any  historian,  either  lay  or  ecclesiastical, 
that  the  number  of  bishops  in  the  Church 
of  England  was  more  than  enough;  and, 
if  the  number  of  bishops  was  only  enough 
in  former  times,  when  our  population  was 
scanty  in  comparison  with  the  present  po- 
pulation, surely  it  could  not  be  contended 
that  it  was  sufficient  now,  when  the  popu- 
lation in  every  district  of  the  country  was 
so  much  augmented.  It  was  upon  this 
ground  that  he  had  always  advocated  the 
separation  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  common 
funds,  in  order  that  there  might  be  an 
episcopal  fund  for  episcopal  purposes.  He 
had  given  evidence  to  that  effect  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  so 
too  had  his  right  rev.  brother  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln;  and  it  was,  he  believed,  mainly 
owing  to  their  evidence  that  the  House  of 
Commons  did  not  recommend  the  fusion 
of  the  two  funds.  He  was  aware  of  the 
force  of  the  objection,  that  the  episcopal 
fund  should  not  be  reserved  for  exclusively 
episcopal  purposes  while  there  were  so 
many  poor  and  populous  districts  of  the 
country  requiring  spiritual  aid;  but  he 
thought  this  objection  had  been  met  by 
the  noble  Earl,  when  he  stated,  that  while 
the  loss  of  the  fusion  would  be  very  great 
to  the  episcopal  fund,  the  gain  to  the  com- 
mon fund  would  be  comparatively  small. 
He  (the  Bishop  of  London)  hoped  to  see 
many  new  bishoprics  established.  After 
twenty-six  years  experience  of  the  epis- 
copal office,  he  felt  that  no  man  could  dis- 
charge the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
present  system  with  satisfaction  to  him- 
self. As  to  the  feeling  of  the  clergy  on 
this  subject,  he  had  reason  to  think  that 
if  the  opinions  of  the  whole  body  could  be 
taken,  there  would  be  a  large  majority 
found  in  favour  of  maintaining  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  two  funds,  in  favour  of 
maintaining  a  separate  fund,  the  surplus 
of  which  might  bo  applied  to  the  erection 
of  new  bishoprics.  The  Royal  Commis- 
sion had  declared  the  absolute  necessity  of 
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increasing  the  number  of  bishops  by  four, 
and  so  strong  did  that  necessity  appear  to 
him,  that  he  could  not  hesitate  in  recom- 
mending the  Government  to  create  the 
four  bishoprics  without  delay.  He  hoped 
that  it  would  not  be  considered  presump- 
tuous on  his  part  to  express  his  belief,  that 
if  the  Goyemment  had  only  their  Lord- 
ships' House  to  deal  with,  there  would  have 
been  no  hesitation  in  proposing  the  addi- 
tional increase  at  once.  He  begged  to 
give  his  cordial  support  to  the  Amendment 
of  the  noble  Earl. 

Lord  STANLEY  said,  he  understood 
the  noble  Marquess  to  remain  still  of  the 
same  opinion  that  he  had  entertained  four 
years  ago,  for  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  number  of  bishops,  and  he  therefore 
could  not  see  on  what  grounds  the  noble 
Marquess  objected   to  the  proposition  of 
his  noble  Friend,  which  merely  went  the 
length  of  declaring  that  when  an  increase 
of  the  episcopal  fund  sanctioned  an  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  bishops,  the  Parlia- 
ment should  be  at  liberty  to  take  the  ques- 
tion  of  such  addition  into  consideration. 
If  the  necessity  of  adding  to  the  number 
of  bishops  still  remained,  and  if,  when  the 
supposed  increase  to  the  fund  rendered  such 
addition  possible,  the  urgency  still  conti- 
nued, as  he  had  no  doubt  it  always  would 
continue,  then  he  could  see  no  objection  to 
agreeing  in  the  Amendment  of  his  noble 
Friend.     All  his  noble  Friend  asked  was, 
that  the  money  should  be  so  applied  when 
it  had  accumulated  to  a  sufficient  amount; 
and  if  the  Government  objected  to  that 
course,  he  could  not  see  how  they  could 
hope  by  any   possibility  to   increase   the 
number  of  bishops  at  any  future  period. 
The  episcopal  fund  was  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied exclusively  to  episcopal  purposes;  but 
if  this  Bill  passed,  the  question  would  arise 
every  time  it  increased  to  4,000?.  a  year 
whether  the  sum  ought  to  be  expended  in 
creating  a  new  bishop,  or  in  endowing  forty 
additional  poor  clergymen.     Much  dissa- 
tisfaction would  thus  be   produced,  and, 
therefore,  without    the  modification  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  Friend,  they  would  by 
this  clause  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the  idea 
of  increasing  the  episcopal  bench — an  in- 
crease which  he  concurred  with  the  noble 
Prelate  who  had  just  spoken  in  thinking 
absolutely  necessary.      If  Parliament  de- 
termined to  fuse  the  two  funds,  and  not 
adopt  even  the  modification  now  proposed, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  there 
could  remain  a  practical  possibility  of  that 
addition  to  the  episcopal  bencb  which  he 
held  to  be  urgently  required,  and  which 


he  believed  would  at  no  distant  period  be 
demanded  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
the  creation  of  the  three  or  four  bishops 
referred  to.  He  must  say  that  he  had 
heard  with  surprise  the  argument  of  the 
noble  Marquess  that  the  Amendment  would 
prevent  the  Commissioners  from  making 
any  addition  to  the  episcopal  fund  ftx>m 
the  common  fund;  for  surely,  when  it  was 
alleged  so  strongly  that  the  common  fund 
was  insufficient  for  the  calls  upon  it,  there 
could  be  no  intention  of  applying  any  por- 
tion of  it  to  the  ecclesiastical  fund.  On 
these  grounds  he  must  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  noble  Friend. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said,  the 
real  question  for  their  Lordships  to  con- 
sider was,  as  to  what  mode  these  two  funds 
could  be  applied  so  as  most  to  promote  the 
general  interest  of  the  Church.  It  might 
be  that  these  general  interests  would  be 
best  served  by  increasing  the  number  of 
bishops  at  one  time,  or  the  number  of  cu- 
rates at  another  time;  but  how  were  their 
Lordships  to  decide  these  points,  unless 
they  could  anticipate  what  was  to  occur 
hereafter?  He  did  not  think,  therefore* 
that  they  would  be  consulting  the  interests 
of  the  Church  by  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners  before  they  knew  what  ex- 
igencies might  occur.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  they  should  leave  the  discretion  in  the 
hands  of  those  with  whom  it  might  safely 
be  left,  and  who  must  have  the  best  means 
of  knowing  from  time  to  time  how  it  should 
be  applied,  rather  than  fetter  their  discre- 
tion and  compel  them  at  a  future  period  to 
apply  the  funds  to  one  purpose,  with  the 
knowledge  and  conviction  that  for  the  good 
of  the  Church  it  had  better  be  applied  to 
another  purpose. 

The  Earl  of  HARROWBY  thought 
the  Amendment  would  in  point  of  fact  leave 
the  Commissioners  a  sufGciently  wide  dis- 
cretion for  the  creation  of  benefices  or  other 
purposes.  The  Church  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  unanimous  in  favour  of  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  bishops,  and  it  had 
only  been  prevented  by  the  opposition  of 
some  ten  or  twelve  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Earl  GREY  thought  they  might  well 
trust  a  discretion  to  the  Commissioners  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Bill,  and  unite 
the  two  funds.  The  clause  of  the  noble 
Earl  did  not  ostensibly  interfere  with  this 
object,  but  it  was  expressed  in  a  manner 
which  would  lead  to  great  inconvenience 
and  difficulty,  because  it  might  be  con- 
tended that  there  was  not  a  surplus  after 
all  the  bishops  that  could  be  wanted  had 
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been  created.  As  matters  now  stood,  a 
great  portion  of  the  income  of  the  bishops 
was  derived  from  the  appropriation  of 
tithes  in  very  distant  districts.  The  Ec- 
clesiastical Commissioners  had  laid  down 
what  he  considered  a  reasonable  principle 
— that,  in  making  a  new  distribution  of 
the  income  of  the  Church,  regard  should 
be  had  to  the  local  wants  and  interests  of 
the  district  in  which  the  income  arose. 
That  appeared  to  him  a  very  strong  reason 
indeed  in  favour  of  the  fusion  of  the  two 
fnnda.  He  quite  concurred  with  the  right 
reverend  Prelate,  that  an  increase  of  po- 
pulation made  an  increase  of  bishops  desi- 
rable, bat  it  also  made  an  increase  of  cler- 
gymen of  still  greater  importance,  not 
only  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  but 
to  those  of  the  country. 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Content  31  ; 
Not-Content  26  : — Majority  in  favour  of 
the  Amendment  5. 
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The  Bishop  of  St.  ASAPII  then  moved 

the  following    addition  to  the    amended 

clause : — 

"  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  at  the  request 
of  the  Bishop,  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  neoee- 
sitics  of  any  parish  where  the  tithes  form  part  of 
the  episcopal  revenue,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
those  titlios  arose  from  a  sinecurt>  rectory  in  the 
possession  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners." 

He  did  not  wish  to  give  powers  to  any 
persons  hut  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners, and  he  therefore  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  consent  to  this  Amend- 
ment. It  might  he  said  that  in  such 
cases  the  bishop  himself  might  provide 
for  the  wants  of  such  parishes  as  those 
contemplated  to  he  assisted  hy  the  Amend- 
ment, hut  that  ho  believed  was  impossible 
under  the  present  system.  To  show  this, 
he  would  state  the  case  of  his  own  bishop- 
ric. The  revenue  used  formerly  to  he 
7,000/.  a  year,  derived  chiefly  from  impro- 
priated tithes.  Ilis  predecessor,  with  great 
liberality,  increased  the  income  of  a  largo 
number  of  the  smaller  parishes  ;  but  there 
were  many  to  which  he  could  not  extend 
this  boon  with  his  income  of  7,000/. 
When  ho  succeeded  to  the  bishopric  with 
4,000/.  a  year,  he  succeeded  to  all  the 
claims,  on  an  income  of  7,000/.  a  year. 
With  the  utmost  wish  to  do  as  his  predo- 
decessor  had  done,  ho  found  that,  with  the 
other  imperative  claims  upon  his  income* 
it  was  utterly  impossible.  The  right  rev. 
Prelate  illustrated  the  working  of  his  pro- 
posed clause  by  a  reference  to  the  parishes 
of  Southhopc  and  Northhopc,  in  his  dio- 
cese. 

After  some  words  from  the  Marquess  of 

LaX8D0WNE, 

The  Bishop  of  St.  AS  Aril  withdrew 
his  Amendment,  and  the  clause,  as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to. 

On  the  15th  Clause,  regulating  the  en- 
dowment of  Deaneries,  proi>osing  that 
from  and  after  the  next  vacancy  the  in- 
come of  tho  Dean  of  York  should  bo 
2,000/.  a  year  ;  that  tho  present  holders 
of  tho  deaneries  of  Salisbury  and  Wells 
should  receive  1 ,500/.  a  year ;  and  that 
the  income  of  future  holders  of  those  of 
Chichester,  Jlxoter,  Hereford,  Lichiield, 
Salisbury,  and  Wells,  should  not  exceed 
1,000/.— 

The  Bisiiop  of  SALISBURY  proposed 
to  substitute  as  an  Amendment  tho  follow- 
ing clause : — 

**  And  whereas  it  was  by  the  3rd  and  4th  Vic., 
c.  lis,  sec.  62,  enacted  that  so  much  and  such 
parts  of  the  lands,  tithes,  and  other  hereditaments 
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annexed  or  belonging  to  or  ntnally  held  and  en- 1 
joyed   with  the  respectiTe  deaneries    of  York, 
Chichester,  Exeter,  Hereford,  Lichfield,  Salisbury, 
and  Wells,  respectively  should,  by  the  authority 
therein  provided,  be,  upon  the  vacancies  of  the 
said  respective  deaneries,  applied  to  make  such 
provision  for  the  said  deans  respectively  as  by 'the 
like  authority  should  be  deemed  just  and  proper ; 
and  by  the  4th  and  5th  Vic,  c.  39,  sec.  20,  power 
was  given  to  carry  such  purposes  into  effect  by 
any  other  mode  of  payment,  contribution,  augmen- 
tation, or  endowment,  which  might  be  deemed  fit : 
And  whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained  with 
respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  to 
endow  the  said  deaneries  with  an  amount  beyond 
1,0002.  in  the  year :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient 
to  remove  such  doubts  :    Be  it  therefore  declared 
and  enacted,  that  it  is  and  shall  be  lawful,  by  the 
authority  by  the  said  recited  Acts  provided,  to 
endow  any  of  the  deaneries  above-named  which 
have  become  or  shall  become  vacant,  in  any  of  the 
modes  by  the  said  Acts  provided,  with  such  aver- 
age annual  income  as  shall  by  the  same  authority 
be  deemed  iust  and  proper ;  provided  that  such 
income  shall  not  in  the  case  of  the  deanery  of 
York  exceed  3,000.,  nor  in  the  cose  of  any  of  the 
other  said  deaneries  exceed  1,5002.,  nor  shall  m 
the  case  of  any  of  the  above-named  deaneries  ex- 
ceed the  average  annual  income  of  the  lands, 
tithes,  and  hereditaments  heretofore  annexed  or 
belonging  to  the  same  deanery,  and  which  by  the 
provisions  of  the  said  flrst-recited  Act  have  ac- 
crued to  and  become  vested  in,  or  shall  accrue  to 
and  become  vested  in,  the  said  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners for  the  purposes  of  that  Act." 


HaviDg  recapitulated  at  some  length  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  meaning 
of  the  original  clause  was  misapprehended 
hy  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  shown 
that  his  present  proposal  was  not  only  con- 
sistent with  the  meaning  of  the  3rd  and 
4th  of  Victoria,  as  well  as  in  accordance 
with  the  justice  of  the  case,  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  said  that  he  had  one  other  ground 
to  adduce  in  support  of  the  Amendment — 
a  ground,  in  his  judgment,  far  more  im- 
portant than  all  those  he  had  touched  upon, 
inasmuch  as  it  related  not  merely  to  the 
pecuniary  incomes  of  individual  clergy,  hut 
to  the  useful  and  efficient  employment  of 
cathedrals  as  the  instruments  of  the  Church 
for  the  high  and  holy  purposes  for  which 
she  was  designed.  If  our  cathedral  estab- 
lishments were  to  be  not  merely  the  orna- 
ments but  the  strength  and  support  of  the 
Church,  that  end  was  to  he  attained  not 
by  viewing  any  parts  of  their  institution  as 
if  we  were  ashamed  of  them — not  hy  taking 
every  possible  opportunity  and  seizing  upon 
every  pretext  to  abstract  from  them  every 
shilling  of  supposed  surplus  revenue — not 
by  cutting  down  the  number  of  their  officers 
and  by  diminishing  their  salaries,  leaving 
them  in  forced  uselessness  and  degrada- 
tion :  that  end  was  to  he  attained  only  hy 


endowing  them  with  adequate  and  snitahle 
reyenues,  and  requiring  from  them  real  and 
effective  Benrioes.     If  our  cathedrals  were 
to  he  as  they  ought  to  be,  the  strength  of 
the  Church,  nothing  was  more  important 
than  to  require  from  the  members  of  our 
cathedral  establishments,  now  so  greatly 
reduced  in  numbers,  a  more  constant  resi- 
dence in  their  cathedral  cities  than  was  at 
present  bj  law  required.     And,  if  their 
Lordships  consented  to  the  Amendment, 
he  should  be  glad  to  see  coupled  with  it  a 
provision  that  in  future  there  should  not 
be  held  with  any  deanery  any  parochial 
benefice  for  the  cure  of  souls  which  was 
distant  from  the  cathedral  eity.     Under 
the  existing  state  of  the  law,  the  deans,  in 
common  with  other  members  of  the  chap- 
ter, were  competent  to  hold  parochial  bene- 
fices at  any  distance  from  the  cathedral; 
and  he  would  gladly  see,  as  the  first  step 
to  a  real  and  beneficial  reform,  the  deans 
and  canons  of  our  caihedrab  placed,  in 
this  respect,  under  some  very  stringent  re- 
striction.    Although  his  proposal  carried 
on  the  face  of  it  an  appearance  of  increase 
in  the  incomes  of  certain  deans,  it  was,  in 
reality,  far  more  a  measure  of  real  practi- 
cal reform  than  those  which,  by  decreasing 
the  incomes,  decreased  the  efficiency  of  our 
cathedral  establishments — it  was  a  measure 
which  held  out  a  hope  of  increased  useful- 
ness in  these  establishments,  and  of  ren- 
dering them  far  more  conducive  than  they 
were  at  the  present  moment  to  the  strength 
of  the  Church  and  the  spiritual  edifioati<m 
of  the  people. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  provide 
for  augmentations,  but  to  regulate  tne  pro- 
ceedings of  the  EcelesiasticfJ  Commission. 
This  particular  subject  had  been  twice 
under  the  consideration  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown;  they  reported  that  they  saw 
no  reason  for  altering  their  previous  opin- 
ion, and  therefore  it  was  thought  better  to 
leave  the  law  as  it  was.  When  the  Act  of 
1840  was  brought  in,  it  so  happened  that 
two  individuals,  the  holders  of  the  deane- 
ries of  Wells  and  Salisbury,  were  aggriev- 
ed; and  subsequently  an  infinite  variety  of 
claims  were  made  to  be  put  upon  a  better 
footing;  but  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  not 
to  provide  augmentations,  but  to  improve 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commission.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  felt  bound  to  op- 
pose the  Amendment. 

House  divided : — Contents  21 ;  Not-Con- 
tent 19 :  Majority  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment 2. 
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The  Bishop  of  OXFORD  proposed  the 
insertion  of  certain  clauses,  empowering 
the  Commissioners  to  deal  with  the  tithes 
in  certain  large  districts  in  his  own  diocese 
and  others,  which  are  now  diverted  to  lay 
appointments.  A  clause  to  this  effect  was 
inserted  in  a  Bill  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  last  year,  and  it  proceeded  so  far 
as  to  pass  through  Committee.  He  hoped 
there  would  he  no  delay  in  passing  it  on 
this  occasion.  If  there  were,  the  injury 
now  suffered  hy  particular  parishes  from 
this  cause  might  he  indefinitely  prolonged. 
He  also  proposed  to  add  a  clause  with  re- 
lation to  another  suhject.  When  Parlia- 
ment hegan  to  legislate  concerning  the  in- 
come of  the  hishops,  one  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples acted  upon  was,  that  all  hencfices 
with  cure  of  souls  held  in  commendam  hy 
different  hishops  in  order  to  make  up  a 
sufficient  income  for  their  support,  should 
be  severed,  and  the  money  hitherto  receiv- 
ed from  that  source  he  supplied  from  the 
episcopal  fuud.  This  provision  separated 
livings  held  in  commendam  from  all  sees 
but  three;  it  was  now  desirable  to  include 
those  sees,  and  the  clause  he  proposed 
would  enable  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners to  present  a  scheme  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty in  Council  for  carrying  out  the  seve- 
rance in  respect  of  the  sees  of  Gloucester 
and  Bristol,  Oxford  and  Peterborough. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  clauses  proposed 
by  the  right  rev.  Prelate. 

Several  other  Amendments  made:  the 
report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Thursday. 

House  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  February  25,  1850. 

lfiirOTB8.3    Nbw  Writ. — For  Canterbury  r.  Lord  Albert 

Deidflon,  Chiltem  Hundreds. 
Public  Bills. — Registrar   of   Metropolitan    Public   Car- 
it  TumpflM  Road  and  Bridge  Tnuts  (Ireland). 


THE  FLORIN. 

Major  BERESFORD  begged  to  ask 
tbe  rigbt  bon.  Gentleman  tbe  Master  of 
tbe  Mint  wbetber  a  report  was  correct, 
that  tbe  issue  of  tbe  new  two-sbilling  piece, 
'*  tbe  florin,"  bad  been  countermanded  bj 
tbe  authorities  of  tbe  Mint  ? 

Mr.  SHEIL  :  I  might  insist,  with  per- 
fect truth,  that  the  Master  of  tbe  Mint  is 
not  responsible  for  the  design  of  a  coin, 
and  that  the  coin  in  question  was  approved 
by  an  Order  of  Council  which  I  did  not 
attend;  but,  although  this  is  literally  tbe 
case,  it  would  be  disingenuous  on  my  part  to 
shelter  myself  behind  these  allegations, 
when,  in  point  of  fact,  whatever  fault  has 
been  committed,  has  been  committed 
through  my  instrumentality,  which,  in  an 
assembly  of  English  Gentlemen,  I  think  it 
better  frankly  and  unhesitatingly  to  ac- 
knowledge, rather  than  to  rely  upon  the 
mere  forms  of  office  in  my  defence.  Tbe 
facts  are  simply  these.  The  design  of  tbe 
new  two-shilling  piece  having  been  deter- 
mined on,  and  directions  having  been  given 
by  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer,  that 
upon  the  reverse  of  tbe  florin  there  should 
be  inscribed  the  word  **  one  florin"  and 
**  one- tenth  of  a  pound,"  it  occurred  tome, 
that  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  complex- 
ity of  the  reverse,  tbe  obverse  of  tbe  coin 
should  be  made  as  simple  as  possible,  and 
I  accordingly  suggested  to  Mr,  Wyn,  tbe 
chief  engraver  at  the  Mint,  that  '*  Victoria 
Rcgina"  should  be  alone  inscribed  on  tbe 
obverse,  and  that  everything  else  should 
be  omitted.  I  found  that  upon  coins  struck 
at  Calcutta,  no  other  words  than  **  Victoria 
Regina"  were  inscribed.  On  tbe  copper 
coinage  the  name  of  tbe  Sovereign  only 
has  been  frequently  inscribed.  My  sug- 
gestion was  adopted,  and  accordingly 
**  Fidei  Defensatrix'*  and  **  Dei  Gratia^* 
were  left  out;  but  I  need  hardly  assure 
those  who  have  the  least  acquaintance  witb 
me  that  I  was  not  influenced  by  any  fanati- 
cal feeling  in  the  adoption  of  this  course. 
The  coin  passed  from  my  hands,  and  was 
submitted  to  the  Council,  where  the  omission 
was  not  observed,  although  it  did  not  escape 
the  microscopic  eye  of  my  bon.  Friend,  by 
whom  this  question  has  been  sent  to  me. 
I  may  mention  as  a  proof  that  I  was  not 
swayed  by  any  preposterous — and  worse 
than  preposterous — prejudice  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  words  tlius  left  out,  that 
since  I  became  Master  of  the  Mint  a  very 
beautiful  five-shilling  coin  has  been  issued 
from  that  establishment,  with  the  words 
which  are  not  inserted  on  the  florin.  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  professing  my  faith  in 
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reference  to  the  import  of  these  words. 
It  may.  at  first  view  appear  to  be  incon- 
gruous that  the  Sovereign  of  this  Protes- 
tant country  should  be  designated  by  a 
title  conferred  by  the  Pope  on  Henry  the 
Eighth;  but  I  conceive  that  these  words 
may  be  reasonably  considered  to  have  lost 
their  original  signification,  and  that  they 
now  imply  nothing  more  than  that  the 
Sovereign  is  the  head  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  which  I  trust  that  the  Sovereign 
will  never  cease  to  be;  and  with  regard  to 
the  other  words,  **  Dei  Gratia,**  no  man  is 
more  prompt  to  acknowledge  that  a  Queen, 
adorned  by  so  many  virtues,  is  the  special 
gift  of  Providence  to  her  faithful  and  de- 
voted people. 

Mr.  HUME :  But  are  we  to  have  these 
florins  or  not  ? 

Mr.  SHEIL:  The  Master  of  the  Mint 
is  merely  the  manufacturer  of  the  coinage. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  it  is  who 
will  determine  on  the  issue. 

Subject  dropped. 

PARLIAMENTARY  VOTERS,  ETC. 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair.*' 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  he  did  not  rise 
to  make  any  observations  on  the  Bill  itself, 
but  to  express  his  regret  that  they  had  not 
had  that  Parliamentary  and  distinct  ac- 
quaintance with  it  which  was  necessary 
before  they  went  into  Committee.  Gene- 
rally speaking,  he  should  be  unwilling  to 
deal  with  any  subject  of  a  material  or  poli- 
tical interest  to  Ireland  but  in  a  large  and 
liberal  spirit.  He  did  not  wish,  however, 
to  extend  any  favour  to  a  measure  which 
merely  went  to  create  an  artificial  suffrage, 
and  he  pressed  on  the  Government  strongly 
the  necessity  of  postponing  the  Committee. 
There  were  five  Bills  relating  to  Ireland 
on  the  paper,  which  certainly  was  not  a 
very  felicitous  arrangement,  considering 
the  Irish  assizes  commenced  to-morrow, 
and  that  their  recent  legislation  rendered 
it  much  more  important  now  than  at  any 
previous  time  that  Irish  Gentlemen  should 
attend  the  county  assizes.  The  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  last  Friday  in  a  small 
and  languid  House,  and  they  were  pre- 
pared for  a  discussion  on  a  very  different 
subject  that  evening.  Ministers  might 
probably  say  the  Bill  was  the  same  as  that 
introduced  last  year;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  suppose  hon.  Members  had  seriously 
studied  an  enactment  which  at  the  time 


the  Government  did  not  convey  any  urgent 
intention  of  pressing,  and  which  probably 
might  never  have  come  before  them  again. 
It  certainly  seemed  preposterous  for  the 
Government  to  propose  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  an  Irish  Bill  at  a  time  when 
nearly  every  Irish  Member  was  absent. 
He  hoped  they  would  postpone  the  Com- 
mittee till  the  Irish  assizes  were  over. 

Mr.  HUME  considered  the  business  of 
Parliament  of  such  paramount  importance 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  stopped  because  of 
the  absence  of  any  Members.  Many  hon. 
Gentlemen  attended  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  perform  their  Parliamentary 
duties,  often  at  great  personal  inconveni- 
ence. He  admitted  that  the  measure  in 
question  was  an  important  one,  and  that 
full  time  should  be  given  for  its  considera- 
tion ;  but,  beyond  that,  the  convenience  of 
individual  Members  should  not  be  taken 
into  account. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  begged  to 
call  the  attention'  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  unusual  to  postpone  Bills  in 
which  English  Members  were  interested, 
when  they  had  to  leave  town  to  attend 
quarter- sessions.  Many  Irish  Members 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  Bill,  and  yet 
Government  called  on  the  House  to  pass 
it  through  Committee  in  their  absence. 

Colonel  RAWDON  said,  the  Bill  was 
precisely  the  same  as  the  one  of  last  year ; 
and,  considering  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Bill,  which 
suspended  the  entire  constitution  of  Ire- 
land, was  passed,  he  thought  the  House 
ought  not  to  delay  this  Bill,  which  Ireland 
had  been  waiting  for  at  least  nine  years. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  was  in  favour  of 
postponement,  upon  the  ground  that  there 
were  considerable  alterations  introduced 
into  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  which 
tended  to  make  it  different,  in  some  re- 
spects, from  theBUls  of  former  years— that 
it  contained  122  clauses,  with  seven  pages 
of  arrangement  clauses — and  that  it  was 
only  delivered  wet  from  the  printers  on 
Wednesday  last.  He  represented  a  large 
county  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  had 
been  precluded,  by  the  haste  now  adopted, 
from  obtaining  the  opinions  of  his  consti- 
tuents with  reference  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said,  he  was  happy 
to  hear,  from  the  lips  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire,  that  he  was  disposed 
to  look  at  any  proposition  affecting  the 
Irish  franchise  in  a  favourable  light.  But 
that  hon.  Gentleman  had  used  a  phrase — 
namely,  ''artificial  franchise  " — the  mean- 
ing of  which  he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  should  like 
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to  understand.  He  presumed,  however, 
that  it  had  not  heen  introduced  as  an 
artifice  to  mystify  words.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  also  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Tyrone,  had  asked  the  House  to  post- 
pone the  Bill  until  the  Irish  assizes  had 
terminated.  It  was  matter  of  wonder  that 
they  had  not  asked  Mr.  Speaker  to  ad- 
journ the  House  for  the  accommodation  of 
those  who  had  to  attend  the  assizes.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  forgotten  that,  in  the 
recent  divisions,  with  which  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  was 
conpected,  70  Irish  Members  recorded 
'their  votes.  70  from  105,  and  35  re- 
mained. Now,  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
at  what  period  of  their  Parliamentary  ex- 
istence— unless  some  large  job  had  to  be 
carried — ^there  was  a  larger  attendance  of 
Irish  Members  than  on  that  occasion.  The 
convenience  of  those  who  were  present 
seemed  to  be  overlooked,  and  the  House 
was  asked  in  the  extreme  of  indulgence  to 
postpone  this  proposed  charter  until  cer- 
tain Irish  Gentlemen  had  time — ^he  should 
not  say  so — to  perpetrate  jobs  in  their 
respective  counties.  [**  Oh,  oh!**]  He 
had  not  said  that  grand  juries  jobbed  ; 
Irish  grand  juries  had  never  jobbed — they 
were  as  pure  as  unsunned  snow.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tyrone  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  that  Lord  Stanley  had 
drawn  yp  an  Irish  Franchise  Bill,  which 
was  protested  for  non-acceptance,  and  re- 
mained unpaid  to  the  present  hour.  Lord 
Eliot,  when  Secretary  for  Ireland,  had 
prepared  another  and  a  much  more  liberal 
Franchise  Bill  than  the  preseut,  taking  the 
circumstances  of  the  sister  country  at  that 
time  and  now  into  consideration.  For  the 
last  ten  years  Parliament  had  been  called 
upon  to  pass  an  Irish  Franchise  Bill  ;  and 
the  measure  now  introduced,  or  something 
like  it,  had  been  three  years  before  hon. 
Members.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  would  not 
agree  to  any  postponement. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  do  anything  to  inconveni- 
ence hon.  Members,  but  thought  the  Bill 
before  them  stood  in  a  very  diiferent  posi- 
tion from  other  measures  that  had  been 
introduced  this  Session.  The  present  Bill 
had  been  before  the  House  for  three  years, 
and  he  certainly  had  explained  some  of  its 
provisions,  particularly  those  relating  to 
the  amount  of  the  franchise,  and  that  there 
were  no  alteration  in  its  most  important 
features.  No  persona  interfered  with  the 
progress  of    business   so   much   as  Irish 


Members  themselves.  Which  portion  of 
them  was  he  to  consult  ?  Was  he  to  con- 
sider the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  where 
the  assizes  would  not  take  place  for  three 
weeks,  or  the  noble  Member  for  Down  ? 
As  to  any  cause  of  surprise,  he  could  only 
say  he  had  never  heard  the  details  of  a 
Bill  more  thoroughly  discussed  than  had 
;  been  those  of  the  present  measure  on  Fri- 
day evening,  when  not  a  dissentient  voice 
was  raised  against  the  principle  by  the 
,  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin,  or  by  the  Irish  Members 
who  had  spoken.  He  must  persist  in 
pressing  his  Motion  for  the  House  to  go 
into  Committee. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  whether  it  was 
right,  reasonable,  or  even  decent,  to  perse« 
vere  with  the  Bill  under  the  circumstances 
already  set  forth  ?  On  Friday  last,  the 
House  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Austra- 
lian Bill  would  come  on  to-day;  but  that 
had  been  postponed,  and  an  Irish  Bill  sub- 
stituted. This,  however,  was  not  in  reality 
an  Irish  Bill,  but  a  Bill  affecting  the  in- 
terests of  the  empire  at  large;  and  certain- 
ly those  best  able  to  advise  the  House  re- 
specting details  concerning  Ireland,  ought 
to  be  in  their  places  when  it  was  discussed. 
The  Habeas  Corpus  Act  had  been  alluded 
to,  but  that  had  been  passed  at  a  time  of 
great  emergency.  He  thought  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
be  ill-advised  if  he  pressed  the  Bill  upon  a 
House  which  was  evidently  unprepared  to 
enter  upon  its  discussion. 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  that  upon  the  last 
night  the  opinion  of  many  Irish  Members 
upon  the  Bill  was  expressed,  and  that  the 
majority  of  them  were  in  favour  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  measure  without  delay.  Not 
a  dissentient  voice  had  then  been  raised 
with  reference  to  its  principle,  nor  had  any 
hon.  Gentleman  complained  of  being  un- 
acquainted with  its  details.  Bills  had  un- 
doubtedly been  postponed  for  the  conve- 
nience of  Gentlemen  attending  quarter- 
sessions;  but  there  was  a  wide  distinction 
between  sessions  and  assizes,  for,  in  Ire- 
land, the  assizes  spread  over  a  period  of 
six  weeks,  because  they  were  not  held  si- 
multaneously. The  consequence  of  post- 
ponement would  therefore  be,  that  the 
Bill  would  be  put  off  to  so  late  a  period  of 
the  Session,  that  the  House  of  Lords  could 
not  devote  to  it  such  attention  as  it  was 
desirable  it  should  obtain  from  the  Members 
of  the  upper  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  NAPIER  said,  there  were  two 
points  in  the  Bill,  one  directing  the  regis* 
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tration,  the  other  the  qualification,  and  as 
the  latter  part  might  greatly  affect  the  seats 
of  Members,  he  should  have  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  have  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
debate  if  no  other  Member  did.  This  Bill 
was  certainly  proposed  during  the  last 
Session ;  but  believing  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  serious  intention  of  then 
passing  it,  few  Members  considered  its  de- 
tails ;  and  he  did  think  it  strange  that  a 
Bill  which  was  only  read  a  second  time  on 
Friday  should  go  through  Committee  to- 
night, and  thus  preclude  any  Member 
giving  notice  of  Amendments  which  he 
might  have  thought  necessary.  If  they 
went  into  Committee,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  propose  Amendments  to  nearly 
every  clause,  but  he  had  had  no  opportu- 
nity of  giving  the  necessary  notices.  He 
trusted,  as  it  mattered  not  whether  the 
Bill  passed  now  or  a  month  hence,  that  the 
Government  would  consent  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  SADLEIR  declared  that  the  ma- 
jority of  Irish  Members  were  anxious  that 
the  Bill  should  be  passed  without  delay, 
and  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  were 
anxious  that  not  a  day's  postponement 
should  take  place.  It  was  more  important 
not  to  leave  Ireland  without  a  constituency 
than  that  Irish  Members  should  attend  the 
assizes.  At  present  there  were  only  400 
voters  in  Tipperary,  most  of  whom  were 
201,  rent-charges  and  clergymen.  The 
people  were  much  grieved  by  the  threat  of 
a  general  election,  and,  if  an  attempt  were 
made  at  present,  it  would  be  accompanied 
by  scenes  of  violence  and  riot,  because 
they  felt  the  constitution  was  virtually  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  franchise  was  a  farce. 

Lord  J.  MANNERS  asked  if  the  con- 
Tenience  of  Australia  was  to  interfere  with 
the  convenience  of  the  House  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  put  forward  an  in- 
controvertible argument  for  the  postpone- 
ment,* when  he  said  it  was  right  to  test 
public  opinion  respecting  every  important 
measure.  He  should  move  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Committee  to  that  day  three 
weeks. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  **  That  '*  to  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion, in  order  to  add  the  words  *'  this 
House  will,  upon  Monday  the  18th  day  of 
March  next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
Committee,''  instead  thereof. 

Mr.  R.  M.  fox  said,  that  all  the 
workhouses  had  been  searched  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  persons  who  possessed 
51.,  SI.,  or  10/.  qualifications.  The  mea- 
sure was  not  a  new  one,  inasmuch  as  its 


principle  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle,  when  Lord  Morpeth,  and 
that  great  dissatisfaction  would  be  excited 
in  Ireland  if  it  were  postponed  until  after 
Easter. 

Colonel  DUNNE  approved  of  affixing 
the  franchise  to  the  ratmg ;  but  he  could 
not  help  observing  that  ^e  constituencies 
of  the  boroughs  would  by  its  provisions  be 
reduced  almost  to  nothing.  He  should  be 
sorry  not  to  see  this  Bill  proceeded  with, 
though  he  thought  that  no  measure  of  auoh 
importance  to  Ireland  ought  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  absence  of  the  Irish  M^n- 
bers. 

Mr.  SCULLY  said,  for  the  last  few 
years  since  he  had  been  in  Parliament, 
Irish  Bills  had  always  been  treated  con- 
temptuously, and  were  ever  put  off  to  the 
last  moment ;  and  now  when  the  Govern- 
ment came  forward  with  a  Bill  for  Ireland, 
he  was  sorry  to  see  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  led  away  in  this  manner.  He  had 
heard  no  argument  for  postponing  this 
Bill,  but  just  the  very  reverse.  They 
were  told  that  this  was  an  imperial  mea- 
sure, and  a  question  for  English  Members 
to  consider ;  and  were  there  not  plenty  of 
Members  there  ready  and  willing  to  dis- 
cuss it  ?  As  an  Irish  Member  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  attend  the  discussion  of  imperial 
measures.  Grand  juries  could  discharge 
their  duties  without  the  presence  of  the 
Irish  Members,  but  the  legislation  of  the 
country  could  not  go  on  without  the  Irish 
Members.  He  said  it  was  their  duty  to 
be  there.  He  said  this — ^that  it  depended 
on  their  own  conduct  and  the  length  of 
their  speeches,  if  they  were  to  go  into 
Committee.  They  had  already  lost  half 
an  hour  by  this  discussion,  and  he  hoped 
no  further  would  be  wasted.  An  hon.  and 
learned  Irish  Member  on  Friday  said,  that 
this  measure  should  go  through  the  House 
of  Commons  speedily;  and  agreed  to  the 
second  reading  to  allow  it  to  go  without 
delay  into  Committee.  He  (Mr.  Scully) 
said  this  was  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  Government  proceeding  at  once  with 
the  Bill,  and  ho  hoped  it  would  not  yield 
to  the  wishes  now  expressed  for  a  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  NAPIER  wished  to  explain,  and 
trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  at  tne  head  of 
the  Government  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  admit  that  he  had  pressed  him  on  Friday 
last  to  postpone  the  measure  to  allow  a 
proper  opportunity  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  GRATTAN  said,  the  way  in 
which  it  was  wished  to  hurry  forward  this 
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measure  looked  lerj  much  like  a  snake  in 
the  grass.  Here  was  a  long  list  of  Bills 
for  hon.  Members  to  consider  that  night  as 
far  as  Ireland  was  concerned.  First,  there 
was  the  Bill  now  before  them;  then  there 
was  the  Chancery  Bill;  then  came  the  Bill 
on  the  Law  of  Process,  then  the  Judg- 
ments in  Ireland  Bill;  then  the  Registry 
(Ireland)  Bill;  then  the  Life  Insurance 
(Ireland)  Bill;  then  the  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant (Ireland)  Bill ;  and  then,  more  difficult 
than  all,  came  the  Fiscal  Bill.  He  never 
saw  such  a  catalogue  of  Irish  Bills.  He 
was  glad  that  the  Bill  for  the  Payment  of 
Wages  in  the  Current  Coin  of  the  Realm 
(Ireland)  was  introduced  ;  but  if  it  should 
pass,  how  they  could  secure  payment  in 
the  current  coin  of  the  realm  in  Ireland  he 
did  not  know.  Lord  Morpeth  introduced 
a  Bill  for  this  purpose  in  1841,  and  it  had 
been  all  this  time  under  discussion ;  so  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  a  speedy  con- 
elusion.  He  considered  it  highly  objec- 
tionable to  run  BO  hastily  forward  with  im- 
portant measures  like  these. 

Question  put,    "  That   the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Qucs- 
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tion. 


The  House  divided:  — Ayes  185;  Noes 
115 :  Majority  70. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Anson,  hon.  CoL 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Annftrong,  R.  B. 
Amndel    and    Surrey, 

Earl  of 
Baines,  rt.  hon.  M.  T. 
Baring,  U.  B. 
Baring,  rthon.  Sir  F.T. 
Bellow,  R.  M. 
Berkeley,  Adm, 
Berkeley,  hon.  H.  F. 
BeriLeley,  C.  L.  6. 
Bemal,  R. 
Birch,  Sir  T.  B. 
Blair,  S. 

BoftTorie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Bright,  J. 
Brotboton,  J. 
Brown- WeBthead,  J.  P. 
Brown,  W. 
Bnsfeild,  W. 
Boxton,  Sir  E.  N. 
CardweU,  E. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
Caulfeild,  J.  M. 
CUy,  Sir  W. 
OlHford,  H.  M. 
Oobden,  R. 
Colehrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Cowan^C. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Carrie,  B. 
Ikria,  Sir  H.  R.  F. 


Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Devereux,  J.  T. 
Divett,  E. 
Douglas,  Sir  G.  E. 
Duff,  G.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
EHice,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Ellice,  £. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Enfield,  Visct. 
Evans,  Sir  Do  L. 
Evans,  J. 
Fagan,  W. 
Fergus,  J. 

FitzPatrick,rt.  hn.  J.W. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  H. 
Foley,  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
Fox,  R.  M. 
Fox,  W.  J. 

Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Glyn,  G.  C. 
Grace,  0.  D.  J. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
G rattan,  II. 
Greene,  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grosvenor,  Lord  R. 


Hall,  Sir  B. 
Hallyburton,  Lord  J.  F. 
Ilanmer,  Sir  J. 
Harris,  R. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hastie,  A. 
HatcheU,  J. 
Hawes,  B. 

Ilayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Headhim,  T.  E. 
Heywood,  J. 
Heyworth,  L. 
Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
liorsman,  E. 
Hume,  J. 
Jackson,  W. 
Jervis,  Sir  J. 
Keppel,  hon.  Q.  T. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Kildare,  Marq.  of 
Laboucherc,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lewis,  rt.  hon.  Sir  T.  F. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Loch,  J. 
Lushington,  C. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
M'Cullagh,  W.  T. 
M'Gregor,  J. 
Meagher,  T. 
Mahon,  The  O'Gorman 
Martin,  J. 
Matheson,  A. 
Matheson,  Ool. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Melgund,  Visct. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
MofEatt,  G. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Monsell,  W. 
Morris,  D. 

Mostyn,  hon.  E.  M.  L. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
Norreys,  Lord 
Nugent,  Lord 
O'Brien,  Sir  T. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
O'Connor,  F. 
O'Flaherty,  A. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Osborne,  R. 
Palmerston,  Visct. 
Parker,  J. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  F. 


Perfect,  R. 
Pilkington,  J. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 
Power,  Dr. 
Power,  N. 
Price,  Sir  R. 
Pugh,  D. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Reynolds,  J. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Ricardo,  0. 
Romilly,  Sir  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Sadleir,  J. 
Sandars,  J. 
Scully,  F. 

Shell,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Simeon,  J. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Somerville,  rt.hn.  Sir  W. 
Stansfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
SUunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Stuart,  Lord  D, 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Sullivan,  M. 
Tennent,  R.  J. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Thomely,  T. 
Towneley,  J, 
Townley,  R.  G. 
Townshend,  Capt. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Villiers,  hon.  C. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walmsley,  Sir  J. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wellesley,  Lord  C. 
West,  F.  R. 
Williams,  J. 
Williamson,  Sir  H. 
Wilson,  J. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wood,  W.  P. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
Wyld.  J. 
Wyvill,  M. 

TELLXB8. 

Hill,  Lord  M. 
Grey,  R.  W. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
Arbuthnott,  hon.  H. 
Archdall,  Capt.  M. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bagge,  W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  hon.  F. 


Barrington,  Visct. 
Bateson,  T. 
Bonnet,  P. 
Blandford,  Marq.  of 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Bramston,  T.  W. 
Bremridge,  R, 
Broadley,  H. 
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Brooke,  Lord 
Bruce,  0.  L.  C. 
Bunbury,  W.  M. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
Castlereagh,  Visot. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Chichester,  Lord  J.  L. 
Christy,  S. 

Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Cole,  hon.  H.  A. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  H.  L. 
Cubitt,  W. 
Currie,  H. 
Dick,  Q. 
Dickson,  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  6. 

Drummond,  H.  H. 
Dunoombe,  hon.  A. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fox.JS.  W.  L. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gladstone,  rt.  hn.  W.  E. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Gordon,  Adm. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Grogan,  E. 
Gwyn,  H. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Ilalsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Haris,  hon.  Capt. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  H.  A. 
Herries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
HUdyard,  R.  C. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hope,  H.  T. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hudson,  G. 
Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Ejiox,  Col. 


Law,  hon.  0.  E. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Lennox,  Lord  A.  G. 
Lennox,  Lord  H.  G. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Long,  W. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Lowther,  H. 
Lygon,  hon.  Gen. 
I^cnaghten,  Sir  E. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Mandeville,  Yisot. 
Manners,  Lord  G. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Miles,  W. 
Moody,  C.  A. 
Morgan,  0. 
MuUings,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Napier,  J. 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Richards,  R. 
Sandars,  G. 
Seymer,  H.  K. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Sidney,  Aid. 
Smyth,  J.  G. 
Smollett,  A. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sturt,  H.  G. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Thesiger,  Sir  F. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Vyse,  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Waddington,  D. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wodehouse,  E. 

TXLL1R8. 

Beresford,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 


Mr.  DISRAELI  said,  it  was  some  time 
since  it  had  become  necessary  in  that 
House  to  resist  a  tyrant  majority ;  but, 
remembering  the  numbers  who  had  Toted 
in  the  minority,  and  looking  at  the  nature 
of  the  division  which  had  just  taken  place, 
he  felt  himself  fully  justified  in  the  course 
which  he  had  resolved  to  adopt.  He  hoped 
that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
yemment  would  yet  consider  the  propriety 
of  the  suggestions  which  had  proceeded 
from  his  (Mr.  Disraeli's)  side  of  the  House, 
and  not  persevere  in  pressing  forward  a 
measure  for  the  postponement  of  which 
there  existed  so  strong  a  desire.  He  en- 
tertained this  hope  the  more  confidently  as 
not  one  word  had  been  said  by  the  support- 
ers of  the  Bill  which  in  any  respect  met 


the  objections  that  had  been  urged  from 
his  side  of  the  House  against  bringing,for- 
ward  a  measure  of  such  great  importance 
in  the  absence  he  might  say  of  the  Irish 
Members.  At  the  present  moment  a  great 
number  of  the  Irish  Members  were  neces- 
sarily absent.  [**  No,  no !  **]  If  they  were 
not  necessarily  absent,  they  were  then  not 
so  anxious  as  he  supposed  to  do  their  duty, 
and  he  might  be  giving  them  credit  for 
more  zeal  than  really  influenced  them. 
Eight  and  forty  hours  since,  neither  he  nor 
they  knew  anything  of  what  was  to  be  done 
that  evening  in  the  House.  They  had  all 
been  taken  by  surprise,  and  no  doubt  some 
of  the  Irish  Members  would  be  absent,  for 
no  one  had  the  least  idea  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  have  taken  this  course,  inas- 
much as  attention  had  been  ostentatiously 
solicited  to  another  subject — a  question  of 
colonial  government — a  question  to  which 
attention  had  not  only  been  solicited,  but 
one  on  which  the  public  mind  had  been 
agitated.  It  was  that  subject  which  they 
had  reason  to  expect  would  have  occupied 
the  time  of  the  House  during  the  present 
evening.  He  further  felt  himself  justified  in 
the  course  which  he  was  about  to  adopt  by 
the  House  having  been  taken  by  surprise. 
The  proceedings  of  Ministers  on  this  subject 
were  such  as  would  not  bear  examination : 
a  remarkable  instance  of  this  occurred  on 
Friday  night  last;  the  debate  excited  bo 
little  attention  or  interest,  and  was  so  lan- 
guid, that,  though  the  time  was  before 
ten  o'clock,  and  though  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  come 
down  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  an  ela- 
borate statement  on  an  important  branch 
of  one  administration,  which  was  suspeeted 
of  great  misgovernment,  yet  the  House, 
instead  of  receiving  the  statement  and 
explanation  which  they  expected  from  the 
noble  Lord,  were  put  off  with  a  few  desul- 
tory observations,  and  sent  about  their 
business.  On  that  evening  he  left  the 
House  with  an  impression  that  the  present 
Bill  was  not  to  be  proceeded  with  till  after 
the  assizes.  [Lord  J.  Russell  said,  that 
he  had  on  that  occasion  informed  the  House 
that  it  was  intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill  this 
day.]  He  was  not  denying  that  the  noble 
Lord  might  have  given  such  an  intimation, 
but  it  was  in  a  House  of  not  much  more 
than  thirty  Members,  of  whom  twenty-five 
were  asleep;  the  noble  Lord  was  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  his  Bill  by  a  coup  de  maint 
but,  considering  the  minority  which  had 
voted  against  going  into  Committee,  he  (Mr. 
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Disraeli)  repeated  that  he  was  not  only 
justified  in  the  course  which  he  intended  to 
pursue,  hut  it  was  his  duty  to  persist  in 
delaying  the  progress  of  the  measure  then 
hefore  the  House.  The  nohle  Lord  could 
not  deny  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Irish  assizes  he  had  prepared  a  long 
hill  of  fare  of  Irish  measures:  rememhering 
then  the  numher  and  importance  of  those 
measures,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  charac- 
ter of  the  present  Bill,  though  not  desiring 
unfairly  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  Go- 
vernment, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  resist  the 
Motion  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  then  leave 
the  chair. 

Lord    J.   RUSSELL:    Sir,    I    could 
hardly  believe  that   the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  proposed  that  we  should  not  go  into 
Committee  were  serious,  the  main  ground 
put  forward — and  a  most  insufficient  ground 
for  postponing  any  considerable  Parliamen- 
tary measure  —  being,  that  the  assizes  are 
going  on  in  Ireland.     The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for   Colchester  moved  that  the 
Bill  be  postponed  for  three  weeks,  but  that 
would  be  just  the  time  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Cork  assize;  and  that  being 
the  case,  I  thought  that  the  excuse  of  the 
assizes  was  merely  meant  to  postpone  this 
Bill  for  a  very  considerable  time;  and  if  it 
were  postponed  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  if  we  should  then  go  into  Committee,  it 
would  be  interfered  with  by  other  measures, 
and  it  would  he  very  difficult  to  dispose  of 
it.  The  Bill  has  been  before  the  House  two 
Sessions,  and  the  Irish  people  had  a  full  op- 
portunity of  considering  the  principal  pro- 
visions of  that  Bill.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Dublin  stated,  that  we  were  supposed 
not  to  be  in  earnest  with  this  Bill,  because 
it  was  not  pressed  forward  last  year ;  and, 
therefore,  that  no  great  consideration  was 
given  to  the  provisions  of  it  in  Ireland ; 
but  if  we  now  postponed  the  Bill  until  after 
Easter,  and  if  it  were  then  interfered  with 
by  other  measures,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  could  say  so  still  more  truly, 
that  there  was  not  sufficient  attention  paid 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  that  we 
were  not  in  earnest.  It  appears  to  me  that 
a  Bill  of  this  nature,  of  which  the  main 
provisions  have  been  for  a  long  time  before 
the  House,  and  have  been  considered  in 
Ireland,  may  be  considered  now  in  Com- 
mittee.    I  don't  know  the  use  of  bringing 
forward  a  Bill  in  one  Session,  and  postpon- 
ing it  to  another,  unless  it  be  that  you 
obtain  this  advantage,  that  when  you  bring 
it  on  again  you  are  not  bound  to  treat  it  as 
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an  entirely  new  measure,  or  give  further 
time  for  its  consideration  before  going  into 
Committee.  I  am  sorry  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire 
means  to  prevent  us  from  going  into  Com- 
mittee. He  has  been  told  elsewhere,  that 
it  is  his  duty  to  obstruct.  [**  Hear,  hear ! "] 
That  is  the  word  I  well  remember  as  used, 
as  descriptive  of  part  of  the  duty  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  not  in  office;  and  I 
suppose  the  hon.  Gentleman,  being  taught 
that  lesson,  will  do  his  utmost  to  obstruct 
this  Bill,  which  is  intended  to  extend  the 
franchises  and  give  further  rights  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Whatever  that  obstruc- 
tion may  be,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to 
insist  upon  going  into  Committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  his  duty, 
as  one  of  the  Members  present  on  Friday 
night,  to  say  that  he  understood  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin,  that  he  did 
not  intend  offering  any  opposition  to  this 
Bill  going  into  Committee.  He  (Mr.  Rey- 
nolds) could  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire,  that  he  wn6 
very  much  mistaken,  indeed,  if  he  thought 
that  on  Friday  night  twenty-five  of  the 
Irish  Members  were  asleep.  He  (Mr.  Rey- 
nolds) rather  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  must  have  been  asleep. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH,  having  as- 
certained the  sense  of  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  this  question,  and  they,  the  Irish 
Members,  having  appealed,  and  appealed 
in  vain,  for  a  postponement,  thought  it 
was  no  use  for  those  entertaining  a  differ- 
ent opinion  from  the  noble  Lord  to  offer 
any  further  obstruction. 

Mr.  GOULBURN,  as  one  of  those  who 
voted  in  the  minority,  must  entirely  pro- 
test against  having  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  obstruction;  but  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Tyrone  having  stated  that  he 
wished  to  communicate  with  his  consti- 
tuents on  the  Bill  introduced  on  Friday 
night,  he  (Mr.  Goulbum)  thought  it  but 
right  to  give  him,  and  others  similarly 
situated,  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  My  observations 
did  not  apply  to  the  course  taken  with  re- 
spect to  the  last  Motion,  but  to  the  decla- 
ration that  is  now  made  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Buckinghamshire. 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  193;  Noes 
93 :  Majority  100. 

List  of  the  Ates. 

Abdy,  Sir  T.  N.  Armstrong,  Sir  A. 

AnsoB,  hon.  Col.  Armstroog,  R.  B. 
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Arandel  and  Surrey, 

Earl  of 
Baines,  rt.  bon.  M.  T. 
Baring,  H.  B. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  Sir  F.  T. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Berkeley,  Adm. 
Berkeley,  hon.  H.  F. 
Berkeley,  G.  L.  6. 
Bemal,  R. 
Birch,  Sir  T.  B. 
Blair,  S. 

Bouverie,  hon.  E.  P. 
Bright,  J. 
Brockman,  E.  D. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Brown- Westhead,  J.  P. 
Brown,  W. 
Bufleild,  W. 
Buxton,  Sir  £.  N. 
Cardwell,  E. 
Carter,  J.  B. 
CaulfeUd,  J.  M. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Cli£ford,  H.  M. 
Cobden, R. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Crowder,  R.  B. 
Currie,  R. 
DaTie,  Sir  H.  R.  F. 
Bawion,  hon.  T.  V. 
BoTereux,  J.  T. 
D'Ryneourt,  rt.hon.C.T. 
DiTett,  £. 
BougUs,  Sir  C.  E. 
Drummond,  H. 
Duflf,  G.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundas,  Adm. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  Sir  D. 
Dunne,  Col. 
Ellice,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Eilice,  E. 
EUiot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Evans,  Sir  De  L. 
Evans,  J. 
Fagan,  W. 
Fergus,  J. 

FitiPatrick,  rt.  hn.  J.W. 
Fitxroy,  hon.  H. 
Foley.  J.  H.  H. 
Fordyce,  A.  D. 
Forster,  M. 
Fox,  R.  M. 
Fox,  W.  J. 

Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 
Glyn,  G.  C. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Grace,  0.  D.  J. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Grattan,  H. 
Greene,  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grosvenor,  Lord  R. 
Hall.  Sir  B. 

HaUyburton,  Ld.  J.  F.G. 
fianmer,  Sir  J. 


Harris,  R. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hastie,  A. 
Hatohell,  J. 
Hawes,  B. 

Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
Headlam,  T.  E. 
Hervey,  Lord  A. 
Heyworth,  L. 
Hobhouse,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Horsman,  E. 
Hume,  J. 
Jackson,  W. 
Jervis.  Sir  J. 
Keppel,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Kildare,  Marq.  of 
Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lewis,  rt.  hon.  Sir  T.  F. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
Lushington,  C. 
Maokinnon,  W.  A. 
M'Cullagh,  W.  T. 
M'Gregor,  J. 
Meagher.  T. 
Mahon,  The  O'Gorman 
Mahon,  Viset. 
Martin,  J. 
Matheson,  A. 
Matheson,  Col. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Melgund,  Visct. 
Milner,  W.  M.  E. 
Milnes.  R.  M. 
Mitchell,  T.A. 
Mofiatt,  G. 
Molesworth,  Sir  W. 
Monsell,  W. 
Morris,  D. 

Mostyn,  hon.  E.  M.  L. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
Norreys,  Lord 
Nugent.  Lord 
O'Brien,  Sir  T. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
O'Connor,  F. 
O'Flaherty,  A. 
Ogle.  S.  C.  H. 
Osbomo.  R. 
Paget,  Lord  G. 
Palmerston,  Yisot. 
Parker,  J. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  F. 
Perfect.  R. 
Pilkington.  J. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plowden,  W.  H.  C. 
Power,  Dr. 
Power.  N. 
Price.  Sir  R. 
Rawdon.  Col. 
Reynolds.  J, 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Ricardo.  0. 
Romilly,  Sir  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 


Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Rutherfurd,  A. 
Sadleir,  J. 
Sandars,  J. 
Scully,  F. 

Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Shelbume,  Earl  of 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Simeon,  J. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  J.  B. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Somervilie,  rt.hn.  Sir  W. 
Stansfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.T. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Tennent,  R.  J. 
Thesiger,  Sir  F. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Ool. 
Thomely,  T. 


Towneley,  J. 
Townley,  R.  G. 
Townshend,  Capt. 
TufaeU,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
YiUiars,  hon.  C. 
Yirian,  J.  H. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walmsley,  Sir  J. 
Watkins,  Col.  L. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wellesley,  Lord  0. 
Williams,  J. 
Williamson,  Sir  H. 
Wilson,  J. 
Wilson,  M. 
Wood,  W.  P. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
Wyld.  J. 
Wyrill,  M. 

TSLLKKl. 

Grey,  R.  W. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Adderley,  0.  B. 
Archdall,  Capt.  M. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bagge,  W. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  T. 
Baring,  hon.  F. 
Barrington,  Yisot. 
Bateson.  T. 
Bennet,  P. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Bramston,  T.  W. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Broadley,  H. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Bruce,  C.  L.  0. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Bunbury,  W.  M. 
Carew,  W.  H.  P. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Chichester,  Lord  J.  L. 
Cole.  hon.  H.  A. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Currie,  H. 
Dickson,  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd.  G. 

Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Grogan.  E. 
Guernsey,  Lord 
Gwyn.  H. 
Halford,  Sir.  H. 
Halsey.  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  0. 
Harris,  hon.  Capt. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
Hildyard,  R.  C. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 


Hope,  H.  T. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hudson,  G. 
JoUiflb,  SirW.G.  H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Knight,  P.  W. 
Knox,  Col. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lennox,  Lord  A.  6. 
Lennox,  Lord  H.  G. 
Lockhait,  W. 
Long,  W. 
Lowther,  H. 
MandevUle^  Yiaot. 
Manners,  Lord  Q. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Maxwell,  hon.  J.  P. 
Meux,  Sir  H. 
MUoi,  P.  W.  S. 
MUe8,W. 
Moody,  0.  A« 
Morgan,  0. 
Mullinn,  J.  R. 
Kaai,  Lord 
Napier^  J. 
Newdegate,  C.  N» 
Paoke,  C.  W. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Riofaards,  R. 
Sandars,  G. 
Seymer,  H.  K. 
Sibthorp,  Ool. 
Smyth,  J.  G. 
Stallbrd,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sturt,  H.  G. 
Taylor,  T.  B. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Yyse,  R.  H.  R.  EL 
Waddington,  D. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wodohouio,  E, 
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Banded,  V. 


MkckeDiie,  W.  F. 


Bill  eonaidered  in  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and   Qaestion   proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  read  a.  First  Time." 

Kb.  DISRAELI  uid:  Sir,  the  noble 
Iiord  eomplaiaa  of  the  course  we  hare 
taken,  and  accuses  as  of  obstructing  public 
bosiness.  The  noble  Lord  bae  referred  to 
a  pauage  still  recollected  ia  tliis  House, 
■■  which  the  words  he  uses  are  to  be  found, 
bat  ha  did  not  finish  the  sentence.  The 
indrridnal  bj  whom  those  words  were  used 
■aid,  that  "he  was  ready,  and  that  he 
might  to  be  ready,  to  obstruct  all  measures 
iajarioiu  to  the  constitution  and  to  the 
oouDtij."  Sir,  in  mj  opinion  that  w: 
v«rf  legitimate  description  of  the  duty  of 
Hemhwa  of  this  House.  But  what  ia  it 
that  we  have  presumed  to  suggest?  The 
noble  Lord  and  his  colleagueB  tell  ns  that 
this  ia  a  Bill  that  was  brought  io  last  year; 
that,  therefore,  we  must  be  presumed  tfi 
be  fully  acquainted  with  it;  and  that  one 
reaaon  why  the  present  GoTemment  intro- 
dneaa  meaeures  without  the  intention  of 
eairjing  them,  is  to  give  hon.  Gentlemen 
an  opportanity  next  year  of  being  masters 
of  the  anhject.  Now,  that  shows  a  confi- 
dence in  the  duration  of  Cabioets  which  a 
Whig  Ministry  could  alone  entertain.  .The 
DoUe  Lord  has  also  aaid  that  I  bare  re- 
eeired  my  instructions  elsewhere.  Now, 
diat  ia  IK>t  a  rery  constitutional  nor  a  very 
eonrteons  remark  of  the  noble  Lord.  I  un. 
deratand  that  the  noble  Lord  in  bis  time  has 
raceiTed  inatruetions  how  to  conduct  himself 
in  Parliament  from  many  persona  and  from 
naay  ]daees.  But  he  cannot  aay,  and  he 
does  not  aay,  that  we  have  received  our  in- 
atruetions how  to  conduct  ourselves  from  se- 
ditions clubs.  The  noble  Lord,  in  a  mode 
quite  unworthy  of  him,  has  charged  us 
witk  ohslmcting  the  business  of  this  House 
in  an  unwarrantable  manner,  and  baa  in- 
•innated  that  wo  are  goilty  of  factious 
proceedings.  Now,  the  noble  Lord  is  the 
laat  person  in  this  House  who  onght  to  have 
Bade  such  a  charge.  1  own  I  was  sur- 
priaed  to  hear  this  charge  from  the  noble 
Lotd  when  I  remember  that  he  was  the 
Mnon  who  brought  forward  a  proposition 
m  this  Hoote  in  which  the  fate  of  an  Ad- 
miaiatration  was  involved — I  mean  the  Ap- 
propriation Clause — and  that  when  he  had 
«pa«t  the  Administration  upon  that  clause, 
and  when  he  took  ofBcc  upon  it,  the  noble 
Xiord  had  neither  the  conscience  nor  the 
I  tt  oarry  hia     policy  into  effect. 


Allbongh  I  listen  with  every  respect  to  any 
suggestion  from  the  noble  Lord,  or  any 
person  in  his  position,  1  will  not  be  de- 
terred from  the  course  which  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  take  by  the  speech  he  has  made. 
This  is  a  question  of  immense  importance, 
and,  if  ao,  it  ought  not  to  be  shuffled 
through  this  Houae.  The  Government 
ought  not  to  rely  upon  the  fact  that  tfaia 
measure,  or  a  Bill  not  exactly  similar,  was 
brought  forward  last  year,  not  with  the  in- 
tention oF  carrying  it.  I  believe  there 
never  was  a  more  constitutional  course 
than  that  we  are  now  taking.  It  has,  how* 
ever,  been  met  in  a  spirit  of  haoghty  inso- 
lence; and,  for  my  part,  I  shall  avail  my- 
self of  every  means  that  the  forma  of  the 
Houso  will  permit  to  oppose  this  Bill. 
And,  therefore,  Sir,  I  move  that  yon  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  agiun. 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question 
put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  now  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 

The  Committee  divided  :  —  Ayea  81 ; 
Noes  191:  Majority  110. 

Lilt  of  the  Ajkb, 


Addnrter.  C.  B. 

HuTis,  hon.  Cspt. 

Arohdnll.  Capt.  M. 

Urnlej,  J.  W. 

Arkwright,  G. 

Herriei,  rt.hoo.J.C 

Bagge,  W. 

Hildysrd.  R.  C. 

BankcB,  G. 

Hood,  Sir  A. 

Biring.  hoa.  F. 

Hornbr,  J. 

Bsring,  T. 

Uudaon.  G. 

BnrriDgton,  Vi«rt. 

JolliO^,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 

Bwewn,  T. 

Knigbl,  F.  W. 

Ben  net,  P. 

Knoi.  Col. 

Boldero,  H.  G. 

LennoT.  Urd  A.  G. 

Bnmridge,  R. 

LeuDox.  Lord  H.  G. 

Brondlef ,  U. 

Long,  W. 

Brooke.  Lord 

Lowther,  H. 

Bruco,  C.  L.  C. 

MsDdeTille,  ViKt. 

Buck.  L.  W. 

Manners,  Lor4  G. 

Bunbury.  W.  M. 

Manners,  Lord  J. 

6um>11,  Sir  C.  M. 

MMwell,  bon.  J.  P. 

Cbatlflrton,  Col. 

MilM,  P.  W.  S. 

Chicheiler,  Lord  J.  L. 

Miles,  W. 

Cole,  Lon.  H.  A. 

Morgad.  0. 

Coles,  H.  B. 

Mulling!,  J.  R. 

Cubitt.  W. 

Nsa..  Lord 

Dodd,  G. 

Duncombe,  hoD.  A. 

Du  Pre,  C.  G. 

Packe.  C.  If. 

Egerton,  Sir  P. 

Plumptro,  J.  P. 

Forbes.  W. 

Repton.  G.  W.  J. 

Fuller,  A,  E. 

Klcharda,  R. 

GaikeU,  J.  M. 

Sibthorp.  Col. 

Grog»D,  E. 

Slafford,  A. 

Guern«j.  Lord 

SUnford,  J.  F. 

Gwyn,  H. 

SMdU;,  E. 

Ualford,  Sir  U. 

Stuart,  J. 

Hall,  Col. 

Sturt,  H.  0. 

HalKj,  T.  P. 

Taylor,  T.  E. 

UimilloD,  G.  A. 

Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 

Ilamiltim,  J.  II. 

Vemer.  Sir  W. 

U>IDillOD,  Ut4  C. 

Vjw,  R.  S.  B.  H. 
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Waddington,  D.  Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 

TSLLERB. 

Beresford,  W.  Mackenzie,  W.  F. 

Mr.  FORBES  said,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  move  that  the  Chairman  do 
now  leave  the  chair.  The  Bill  had  only 
heen  introduced  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was 
not  read  a  second  time  till  Friday,  hetween 
which  day  and  the  present  it  could  not  he 
supposed  there  had  heen  sufficient  time  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill ;  nor  had  the 
Government  given  notice  of  their  intention 
to  press  it  forward  so  hastily.  There  were 
not  many  important  suhjects  hefore  the 
House;  and  surely  time  might  have  heen 
allowed  for  the  consideration  of  this  one. 
At  a  time  when  the  agricultural  interest 
was  waging  a  struggle  against  the  rest  of 
the  world  with  one  hand  tied,  it  was  im- 
possible that  such  a  measure  as  this  could 
he  heneficial  to  Ireland.  He  should  not 
act  consistently  with  his  duty  did  he  not 
denounce  the  tyrannical  course  the  Go- 


this  importance  and  this  length  had  been 
pressed  forward  from  a  Friday  to  a  Mon- 
day, without  notice  beforehand,  when  the 
House  had  been  led  to  suppose  it  would 
have  to  discuss  a  measure  of  a  perfectly 
distinct  and  different  character,  and  when 
that  hon.  and  learned  Member,  more  quali- 
fied than  almost  any  other  Member  of  the 
House  to  suggest  Amendments  on  every 
clause  of  the  Bill,  had  declared  publicly  in 
his  place  in  Parliament  that  he  was  de- 
prived by  the  course  of  the  Government  of 
an  opportunity  of  putting  as  a  Motion  to 
the  House  certain  Amendments  which  he 
should  consider  it  his   duty   to   propose. 
Those  were  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him  (Mr.  Henley)  to  vote  as  he  had  done 
on  the  Motions  which  had  been  proposed; 
and  until  he  had  an  answer  from  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  when 
he  (Mr.  Henley)  asked  him  to  show  a  pre- 
cedent for  such  a  course  as  that  taken  with 
respect  to  this  Bill,  he  should  feel  it  bis 


vemment  was  now  pursuing,  and  persist   ^uty  to  vote  for  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 


in  moving  that  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
chair. 

Mr.  bate  son  protested  against  the 
indecent  haste  with  which  the  Government 
were  about  to  smuggle  the  Bill  through 
the  House.  He  would  not  now  allude  to 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Bill.  It 
might  be  the  best  Bill  that  ever  emanated 
from  the  fertile  brain  of  an  Irish  Secre- 
tary; but,  to  his  mind,  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  postponing  the  further 
stages  were  unanswerable.  He  could  only 
account  for  this  haste  by  referring  to  the 
division  of  Thursday  night.  That  division 
perhaps  alarmed  the  Government  so  much 
that  they  thought  the  safety  of  their  dar- 
ling idol,  free  trade,  was  jeopardised.  If 
this  were  a  Bill  to  feed  the  hungry  or  to 
clothe  the  naked,  he  could  account  for  the 
fevered  haste  with  which  its  stages  were 
pressed  forward;  but  such  were  not  its 
objects.  As  a  supporter  of  the  union  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  he  must  say  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  that  night 
furnished  an  eloquent  argument  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HENLEY  thought  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  would  not 
be  able  to  adduce  any  one  instance  that 
would  at  all  answer  what,  in  his  (Mr.  Hen- 
ley's) opinion,  were  the  unanswerable  ar- 
guments which  had  been  put  forward  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin.  He  (Mr.  Henley)  thought 
he  might  safely  defy  the  noble  Lord  to 
produce  any  one  instance  where  a  Bill  of 


Member  for  Stirlingshire. 

Mr.  p.  wood  thought  it  right  that 
the  country  should  know  what  this  mea- 
sure was  with  regard  to  which  so  singular 
a  course  had  been  adopted.     This  was  a 
measure  which,  having  been  before  Parlia- 
ment for  the  last  three  years —    [An  Hon. 
Member  :  For  the  last  fifteen  years.]    Yes, 
for  fifteen  years,  but  more  especially  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years;  and  its  object 
was  to  give  to  Ireland,  the  constituency 
which,  owing  partly  to  bad  legislation  and 
partly  to  unforeseen  misfortune,  had  been 
reduced  to  40,000  voters  in  a  country  of 
8,000,000  persons.     Such  an  extension  of 
the  franchise    was   certainly   required  as 
should  make  the  number  of  electors  amount 
to  about  250,000.  A  good  deal  ofmachineir 
had  to  be  put  in  Motion  before  the  BiU 
could  operate,  and  unless  the  first  step 
were  taken  before  the  1st  of  June,  there 
could  not  be  any  additional  voters  until 
November.     He  understood  that  the  Irish 
assizes  would  not  terminate  until  the  10th 
of  April;  and  if  the  further  stages  of  the 
Bill  were  delayed  until  that  time,  or  until 
the  middle  of  May,  the  effect  would  be  to 
deprive  the  Irish  people  of  the  franchise 
for  another  vear.     He  thought  it  unrea- 
sonable to  ask  for  any  postponement  of  the 
measure  on  the  ground  that  Irish  Members 
could  not  be  present,  when  75  of  those 
Members  out  of  105  were  now  in  London. 
If  the  postponement  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  asked  for  were  conceded,  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  the  Bill  would  have  to 
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be  put  off — not  till  the  next  Irish  assizes 
— ^but  for  another  year.  It  was  quite  con- 
sistent with  the  views  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  postpone  eyery  enlargement  of 
the  franchise;  but  he  hoped  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, frustrate  their  attempts. 

Mr.  W.  miles  said,  that  if  that  (the 
Opposition)  side  of  the  House  were,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  city  of 
Oxford  asserted,  opposed  to  all  extension 
of  the  ^nchise  in  Ireland,  they  would  not 
have  permitted  the  Bill  to  pass  a  second 
reading.  By  doing  so,  they  admitted  that 
the  franchise  of  Ireland  did  not  stand  as 
it  onght  to  do.  The  hon.  Member  ought 
to  recollect  that  the  ground  on  which  the 
very  first  Amendment  was  moved  to-night 
was,  that  the  measure  should  be  postponed 
for  three  weeks,  so  that  the  Irish  consti- 
tuencies should  have  thoroughly  before 
them  the  amended  Bill  on  which  the  assent 
of  the  House  was  asked.  He  (Mr.  Miles) 
could  not  conceive  that  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  could  be  more 
justified  in  acceding  to  a  request  to  delay 
a  Bill  than  in  the  present  case  ;  and  the 
noble  Lord  must  have  seen  from  the  mino- 
rity in  the  first  instance  that  the  delay  was 
necessary  consistently  with  a  fair  discus- 
sion of  the  principles  of  the  Bill.  If  the 
noble  Lord  did  not  assent  to  a  postpone- 
ment in  this  case,  so  as  to  give  the  Irish 
constituencies  the  opportunity  of  giving 
their  opinion  upon  the  measure,  he  (Mr. 
Miles)  hoped  and  trusted  the  House  would 
go  on  using  those  means  which  a  minority 
had  at  its  command  to  show  the  noble 
Lord  that  in  this  happy  country  a  minority 
could  not  be  bound  hand  and  foot  by  a 
majority. 

Mb.  M.  J.  OTONNELL  said,  there 
was  no  instance  of  any  party  having  re- 
sorted to  those  means  with  either  credit  or 
success.  As  an  Irish  Member,  he  did  not 
think  it  his  first  duty  to  attend  the  Irish 
assizes  ;  he  had  given  the  Bill  his  best 
consideration  since  Friday,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  go  into  Committee.  The  Amend- 
ments were  principally  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  county  franchise,  which  applied  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Bill ;  and  there  was 
time  enough  before  Friday  to  put  such 
Amendments  on  the  paper.  And  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Dublin  wished  the 
postponement  of  any  particular  clause,  the 
GoTemment,  or  the  sense  of  justice  of  the 
Honsey  would,  doubtless,  grant  it.  Already 
two  liours  had  been  lost  in  which  a  portion 


of  the  Bill  might  have  been  discussed, 
before  the  Irish  Members  had  left  to  at- 
tend the  assizes.  This  was  evidently  a 
new  movement,  the  first  fruits  of  "  a  com- 
pact alliance,"  formed,  not  at  Lichfield 
House,  but  not  very  far  from  it.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  county  of 
Tyrone  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
consulting  his  constituents  in  nubihus  or 
elsewhere,  respecting  the  Bill.  He  trusted 
the  Government  would  persevere. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  said,  it  was  na- 
tural he  should  wish  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  his  constituents  on  so 
important  a  Bill.     Hon.  Gentlemen  might 
sneer,  and  talk  of  his  constituents  in  nvhi- 
hus,  but  if  they  represented  a  large  and 
independent  constituency,  as  he  did,  they 
would  know  what  it  was  to  consult  them. 
Every  one  had  been  preparing  speeches 
for  Australia,   instead  of  supposing  that 
tho  present  Bill  would  be  taken  to-night. 
He  appealed  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  to  show  any  example 
of  a  Bill  of  this  magnitude  and  importance, 
containing,  as  it  did,  82  pages  and   121 
clauses,    being    pressed   forward    in    this 
manner.     The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  city  of  Oxford  had  attempted  to 
show  that  they  were  opposed  to  an  increase 
of  the  constituency  of  Ireland.     That  he 
denied.    There  was  much  in  the  Bill  which 
he  approved  of;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn 
that  because  a  measure  had  been  before 
them  for  three  or  four  years  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  entitled  to  come  down 
at  the  last,  and  with  indecent  precipitancy 
force   the  Bill   through   the  House.     He 
greatly  desired  to  see  some  extension  of 
the  constituency  in  Ireland,  but  a  measure 
so   important  ought  to  have  the  mature 
and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  House. 
He  asked  why  the  Government  did  not,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  Session,  or  on  the  first 
day  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  printer  ?     As  to  his 
not  having  consulted  bis  constituents  on 
this  question  before,  he  begged  to  say  that 
he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  consulting  his 
constituents  with  regard  to  the  measures 
that  he  was  told  were  not  to  be  carried — 
measures  which  were   doomed  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  massacre  of  innocents  at  the 
close  of  a  Session,  and  therefore  he  had 
not  taken  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tho  Home  Secretary  had  point- 
ed out  as  a  judicious  course  to  follow.    He 
did  not  consult  his  constituents  last  year 
upon  the  Bill,  because  he  knew  it  was  not 
to  be   proceeiled  with,  and   that  another 
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Bill,  probably  new  in  many  of  its  provi- 
Bions,  would  be  submitted  to  the  House  in 
the  course  of  the   present  Session.     He 
asked  the  noble  Lord  to  point  out  any  pre- 
cedent for  such  a  course  as  that  now  in- 
sisted on,  and  to  explain  why  the  House 
was  not  informed  till  Wednesday  last  what 
the  new  Reform  Bill  for  Ireland  was  to  be? 
He  could  assure  the  House  that  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  for  Irish  Gentlemen 
to  be  present  at  the  assizes,  and  at  the 
meetings  of  the  grand  juries,  in  order  to 
consider    the   various    pecuniary  charges 
which  were  to  be  met  by  the  counties;  and 
moreover,   an   excellent   opportunity  was 
then  afforded  of  ascertaining  the  views  of 
all  classes  of  the  people  relative  to  mea- 
sures like   the   present.     He   had   never 
said,  however,  that  the  duty  of  attending 
grand  juries  was  paramount  to  the  duty  of 
attending  in  that  House.     If  there  were 
defects  in  the  measure,  who  so  able  to  dis- 
cover them  as  the  professional  gentlemen 
who  would  assemble  at  the  assizes  ?     He 
had  always  thought  this  House  instituted 
for  the  free  and  full  discussion  of  measures, 
and  had  yet  to  learn  that  it  was  a  consti- 
tutional course   thus  to   press  forward  a 
measure,  before  hon.  Members  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  their  constituents. 
From  the  animated  cheers  which  had  re- 
sounded in  the  House,  he  was  con6dent 
they  were  not  now  in  a  sufficiently  calm 
state  of  mind  to  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  had  been  asked  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  spoken,  to 
show  a  precedent  for  bringing  in  a  Bill, 
having  it  read  a  second  time,  and  going 
into  Committee  upon  it  in  the  following 
week.  He  would  only  say  that  such  pre- 
cedents were  to  be  found  in  every  journal 
of  the  House.  But  this  Bill,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  the  main  propositions  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  was  so  anxious  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering,  was  in- 
troduced on  the  Ist  of  May,  1848,  and  the 
main  question  contained  in  it  was  known  to 
be  whether  the  franchise,  instead  of  re- 
maining what  it  was  at  present,  should  be 
based  upon  an  SI,  rating  to  the  poor.  That 
was  a  most  important  question,  and  it  at- 
tracted a  good  deal  of  attention  in  Ireland. 
It  was  much  discussed  in  all  the  newspapers 
in  that  country.  Political  parties  and  so- 
cieties expressed  liieir  various  opinions 
upon  it:  they  not  only  considered  the 
main  propositions  in  the  Bill,  but  the  Bill 
itself  in  its  various  clauses  underwent  great 
diaooasion.     It   was   introduced  again  in 


1849;  and  certainly  lie  was  surprised  that 
the  noble  Lord — having  been  in  Ireland 
both  in  1848  and  1849,  and  this  measure 
of  the  franchise  being  then  a  subject  of 
discussion,  many  persons  thinking  that  the 
franchise  was  in  so  restricted  a  state  that 
the  Government  ought  to  carry  through 
the  Bill  without  loss  of  time — he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  noble  Lord,  who  kept  such 
a  discreet  silence  as  never  to  have  asked 
one  word  about  it,  should  now,  when  his 
right  lion.  Friend  again  brought  the  Bill 
in,  suddenly  start  up  and  say,  "  This  is 
indeed  a  very  important  question;  I  never 
thought  of  it  before,  and  I  must  ask  what 
is  the  opinion  of  my  constituents  in  Tyrone 
upon  this  Bill.*'     He  had  certainly  heard 
many  reasons  given  from  time  to  time  for 
delaying  measures  in  that  House;  but  the 
reason  to  be  deduced  from  the  particular 
character  of  the  noble  Lord*s  proposal  cen- 
tred on  the  single  ground  that  Parliament 
should  stop  proceedings — that  they  ahould 
say,  "  Let  us  all  go  home  to  bed  to-night, 
and  wait  till  the  noble  Lord  has  got  letters 
from  Tyrone,  and  then  he  will  be  able  to 
tell  us  whether  his  constituents  think  the 
franchise  should  be  more  extended  than  it 
now  is,  as  the  Government  proposes,  or 
whether  it  should  continue  restricted  as  at 
present.'*    Another  complaint  of  the  noble 
Lord  was,  that  the  GovernmeBt  did  not 
bring  in  the  Bill  in  a  printed  form.     This 
was  certainly  a  most  extraordinary  aocusa* 
tion.     Sometimes,  when  he  (Lord  J.  Rns^ 
sell)  was  a  young  Member  of  that  Houscv 
he  had  committed  errors  of  this  sort;  and 
on  one  occasion  he  had  brought  in  a  Bill 
printed,  but  was  informed  by  the  Speaker 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  forms  of  the 
House;  and  when  he  had  been  a  few  years 
in   Parliament  he  was  able  to  let  other 
young    Members   know    that   Bills  were 
brought  in  in  a  written  shape*  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  after  they  were  read  a  first 
time.     It  was  not,  therefore,  possible  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  printed,  as  the  noble  Lord 
seemed  to  suppose.     As  the  main  proposi* 
tions  of  the  Bill  had  been  long  before  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  had  been  funiliar 
to  the  Irish  Members  of  that  House,  he 
thought  they  ought  now  to  proceed  to  con« 
sider  the  details  of  the  measure.     Those 
who  thought  there  ought  to  be  some  change, 
and  those  who  believed  there  should  not; 
all  those  who  thought  that  the  rate  of  fran- 
chise now  proposed  was  cither  too  high  or 
too  low,  hsd  made  up  their  minds  upon  the 
subject;  and  he  must  say,  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gendemaa  the  Mem* 
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her  for  the  University  of  Dublin,  who  dis- 
ciused  the  Bill  at  great  length  on  the  sec- 
ond reading,  could  be  at  a  loss  to  discuss 
any  amendments  he  or  any  other  Gentle- 
mL  might  wish  to  propose.  As  to  hon. 
Members  not  having  had  time  to  consider 
the  true  bearing  of  the  new  clauses  which 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  introduced,  any 
Bach  claases  and  details  that  required  ex- 
planation he  should  be  ready  to  postpone 
till  Friday,  instead  of  taking  them  up  that 
night.  But  with  regard  to  the  main  pro- 
positions of  a  Bill  introduced  in  1848, 
known  in  Ireland,  and  known  in  the  House 
from  that  day  to  this;  surely  it  was  not  an 
unreasonable  proposition,  not  a  tyrannical 
proposition,  nor  a  precipitate  proposition, 
to  ask  the  House  now  to  come  to  a  deci- 
sion upon  it. 

Ifn.  B.  OSBORNE  said,  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Tyrone  had  told  the 
House  that  he  and  other  hon.  Friends  had 
come  down  to  the  House  with  prepared 
apeeches  on  the  Australian  colonies ;  he 
woold  therefore  suggest  to  those  hon. 
Members  who  had  taken  an  early  hour  for 
dinner,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this 
Bill*  that  it  would  be  as  well  to  introduce 
some  new  matter  in  the  present  debate, 
and  to  make  those  speeches  which  they  in- 
tended for  the  Australian  colonies  in  this 
debate;  for  he  was  sure  that,  as  the  only 
object  of  the  opposition  was  to  delay  and 
obatmct  the  measure,  a  few  speeches  on 
the  Australian  colonies  would  be  quite  as 
apposite  as  the  remarks  which  had  already 
proceeded  from  that  (the  protectionist) 
aide  of  the  House.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Tyrone  said  that  he  had  had 
oommnnication  with  his  constituents  on  the 
anbject  of  this  Bill.  Now  he  (Mr.  Os- 
borne), although  he  had  had  no  communi- 
cation with  the  constituents  of  the  noble 
Lord,  still  knew  that  his  constituents 
amounted  to  just  1,360  out  of  the  enor- 
mous population  which  he  represented,  and 
of  these  perhaps  not  800  were  entitled  to 
TotCv  and  that  this  Bill,  if  carried  into 
effeett  would  place  upon  the  register  of  the 
county  for  Tyrone  at  least  14,600  voters. 
He  waa  one  of  those  who  rejoiced  at  the 
dekj  which  hon.  Members  opposite  had 
given  to  the  progress  of  this  Bill,  as  it 
would  show  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the 
renl  character  of  the  opposition.  There 
hnd  been  great  apathy  prevailing  in  Ire- 
land from  various  causes,  and  he  was 
much  mistaken  if  these  proceedings  did 
not  Ojfen  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
Iftad  as  to  who  were  their  real  fnends.     It 


was  the  cloven  foot  of  protection  that  was 
seen  peeping  through  this  factious  opposi- 
tion. It  was  not  by  throwing  out  bribes 
or  lures  of  high  prices  to  the  farmers  that 
they  would  be  able  to  gain  any  support  for 
that  party  which  began  the  Session  with 
better  prospects  than  they  now  had.  The 
noble  Lord  who  was  the  leader  of  this  op- 
position was  at  the  head  of  an  organised 
hypocrisy — ["Oh,  oh!'*] — he  was  at  this 
moment  at  the  head,  and  he  (Mr.  Osborne) 
stated  it  before  the  country  and  to  his  face 
— of  an  organised  hypocrisy,  when  he  pre- 
tended that  he  was  anxious  to  delay  the 
Bill  in  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  his 
constituents  on  the  subject.  Every  person 
knew  that  hon.  Members  opposite  were 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  constituencies 
of  Ireland  as  they  then  stood  ;  and  he 
should  have  thought  that  a  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  was  the  very  last 
person  who  would  vote  for  enlarging  the 
constituency  and  widening  the  franchise  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  He  should  have 
thought  that  any  Member  for  that  place 
would  be  the  most  likely  person  to  defer 
any  extension  of  the  suffrage  to  the  Greek 
Kalends.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  would  go  on  as 
well  as  he  had  commenced;  he  (Mr.  Os- 
borne) would  be  perfectly  ready  to  give 
him  his  support,  and  would  sit  there  to  any 
hour  in  the  morning  to  support  him  against 
the  plans  of  the  party  opposite.  By  per- 
severing in  his  course,  the  noble  Lord 
would  show  the  people  of  Ireland  who  was 
their  true  friend,  and  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  hand  over  the  government  of  that 
country  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  haughty, 
and  he  would  say  insolent,  faction. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  when  he 
taunted  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Tyrone  with  his  constituency,  that  he  (Mr. 
Osborne)  had  joined  a  party  who  had  pro- 
mised him  a  new  constituency  in  the  room 
of  that  of  Middlesex,  when  another  election 
took  place.  The  Health  of  Towns  Bill, 
which  had  been  originally  introduced  into 
that  House,  had  been  withdrawn  before  a 
similar  opposition  to  the  present,  and  an 
amended  and  improved  measure  adopted  in 
its  stead.  The  conduct  of  Government 
on  this  question  would  raise  a  suspicion  that 
they  were  anxious  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  country  from  those  great  questions 
with  which  it  was  now  agitated.  Govern- 
ment was  endeavouring  to  get  them  into  a 
false  position  before  the  country  by  in- 
ducing the  belief  that  Gentlemen  on  his 
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Bide  were  opposed  to  a  liberal  extension  of 
^he  suffrage.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  said  certain  clauses 
might  be  postponed  till  Friday,  but  it  was 
evident  that  the  object  of  the  noble  Lord 
was  to  prevent  the  consideration  of  any 
amendment  that  might  be  proposed.  The 
object  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  was  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  country  from 
other  questions,  and,  if  possible,  by  a 
trick  in  Parliament  to  misrepresent  the 
opinions  of  Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  who  were  as  anxious  to  extend  the 
constituency  as  any  other  Gentlemen  in 
that  House  could  be.  The  best  proof  of 
that  was  that  they  offered  no  opposition  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said,  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  was  disposed  to  complain  of  a 
fair  and  legitimate  exercise  of  the  forms  of 
the  House.  He  had  no  objection  to  that 
which  the  majority  sometimes  considered  a 
factious  opposition.  He  had  been  in  mi- 
norities which  had  divided  several  times 
when  those  who  were  opposed  to  him  ac- 
cused him  of  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nors. But  it  appeared  to  him  that  a 
minority  should  at  least  have  something 
like  a  fair  case.  He  had  listened  with 
attention  to  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
course  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  pur- 
sued. That  which  had  just  been  put  for- 
ward by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Tyrone  had  been  most  completely  disposed 
of  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  heard  that  tlie  whole  proceedings  of 
that  House  were  to  be  put  in  abeyance 
because  some  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
taken  care  to  consult  his  constituents. 
Another  argument  was,  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men wished  to  attend  the  assizes.  But 
what  could  be  more  fanciful  and  absurd 
than  to  suppose  either  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  Irish  Members  to 
go  to  the  assizes,  or,  if  they  should  go  to 
the  assizes,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  that  House  to  postpone  this  im- 
portant business  on  their  account  ?  The 
business  of  that  House  should  be  para- 
mount to  all  other  business;  and  neither 
lawyers  going  on  circuit,  nor  Gentlemen 
going  to  attend  the  assizes  or  quarter- 
sessions,  had  any  right,  or  pretence  of 
right,  to  ask  that  House  to  put  aside  any 
important  public  business  for  their  conve- 
nience. Then,  with  regard  to  the  argu- 
ment founded  on  their  ignorance  of  the 
Bill,  it  was  as  groundless  as  the  other  was 
untenable.     The  noble  Lord  the  Member 


for  Tyrone  argued  at  great  length  on  the 
short  time  the  Bill  had  been  in  Members' 
hands.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
it  had  been  agreed,  ever  since  the  Bill 
made  its  appearance,  that  no  opposition 
should  be  made  to  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  founded.  Everybody  knew  that  on 
Friday  night,  because  it  was  known  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  had  been  admitted, 
from  conviction  on  this  side  of  the  Hoase» 
and  from  necessity  on  that.  They  were 
aware,  therefore,  that  they  must  look  for 
the  discussion  in  Committee,  and  not  on 
the  second  reading.  There  was,  then,  no 
weight  whatever  in  the  argument  derived 
from  the  delay  between  the  second  reading 
and  the  committal  of  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  said  that  he  had  many  serions 
amendments  to  urge  upon  almost  every 
clause  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  left  the  House —  ['*  No* 
no!**]  He  (Mr.  Bright)  had  thought  he 
had  done  so,  and  regretted  it  was  not  the 
case,  because  he  could  not  now  say  what 
he  was  going  to  observe — that  he  had  left 
the  House  rather  than  be  a  party  to  the 
present  opposition.  It  had  been  reported 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  a  meet- 
ing to-day  on  this  question,  and  it  was 
rumoured  on  his  side  of  the  House,  that 
besides  coming  to  a  resolution  to  oppose 
the  measure,  they  had  resolved  also  to  dine 
before  they  came  to  the  House,  thus  gaining 
advantage  over  them,  who  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  opposition  which  was  about  to 
take  place.  [Laughter, ]  From  what  he 
knew,  confirmed  as  it  was  by  the  discus- 
sion which  had  taken  place,  the  conclusion 
to  which  he  came  was  this,  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  believed  there  was  something 
in  this  Bill  very  much  adverse  to  the  policy 
which  they  endeavoured  to  persuade  Par- 
liament to  adopt  with  regard  to  Ireland — 
that  they  were  afraid  to  give  to  any  portion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  that  po- 
litical iufluencc  to  which,  by  the  Union,  by 
the  constitution  so  much  boasted  of  by  hoii. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  by  every  right  which 
any  subject  of  this  realm  could  claim,  they 
were  fairly  entitled.  His  conviction,  there- 
fore, was,  that  the  proceedings  of  that 
evening  were  not  dictated  by  any  other 
reason  than  the  desire  of  keeping  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  the  power  of  the 
minority,  and  ruling  her,  as  heretofore, 
through  the  **  paltry  remnant  of  an  ex- 
piring faction,*  as  Lord  Stanley  once 
called  you.  Therefore  it  was  that  they  op- 
posed this  measure  with  so  much  pertina- 
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citj.  A  noble  Dake  in  another  place  had 
threatened  the  country  with  a  dissolution 
of  Parliament;  and  their  tactics  that  even- 
ing showed  that  thej  looked  to  such  an 
eTont.  But  he  believed  no  person  had  less 
reason  to  fear  a  dissolution  of  Parliament 
than  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  on  his 
side  of  the  House.  But  if  they  were  to 
have  a  dissolution  of  Parliament,  his  only 
objection  was,  that  it  should  take  place 
with  one-third  of  the  united  kingdom  in  its 
present  state,  with  its  constituency  gone 
to  the  United  States,  to  the  colonics,  to 
the  workhouse,  or  to  the  grave.  If  the 
eonstituency  of  Ireland  is  ever  to  be  in- 
creased, let  it  be  done  speedily.  Let  them 
not  suppose  that  they  would  gain  strength 
in  Oreat  Britain  by  a  policy,  which,  by 
driTing  them  to  a  dissolution,  in  the  hope 
that  a  larger  number  of  Irishmen  pledged 
to  protection  would  be  returned  to  that 
House,  would  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland 
of  a  real  representation  in  that  House.  He 
was  delighted  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  was  convinced  of 
the  object  of  the  opposition  that  evening, 
which  was  no  other  than  that  the  minority 
should  henceforth,  as  they  had  done  hereto- 
fore, rale  in  Ireland,  and  force  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  uphold  the  supremacy  they 
had  so  long  enjoyed.  Throughout  Great 
Britun  such  a  course  of  policy  would  receive 
no  sanction,  and  he  believed  the  noble  Lord 
eonld  do  nothing  more  likely  to  strengthen 
his  position  throughout  the  three  king- 
doms than  by  a  manful  determination  that, 
whaterer  became  of  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  even  of  his  Cabinet,  this  mea- 
■ore,  which  he  admitted  did  not  go  far 
enough  for  him,  should  pass  through  Par- 
liament in  the  present  Session.  He  there- 
fore hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  stand  by 
his  measure,  which  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  country  and  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Administration  over  which  he 
presided. 

Lord  J.  MANNERS  said,  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat 
had  hud  down  a  general  proposition  from 
which  he  was  not  disposed  to  dissent, 
namelj,  that  the  business  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  should  not  be  postponed 
to  soit  the  convenience  of  individual  Mem- 
bers. And  to  that  proposition  he  fLord 
J.  Manners)  would  add.  that  neither  ought 
the  convenience  of  Gtjvernrnent  to  be  con- 
sulted when  important  measures  were  hefore 
the  House.  According  to  an  arran icemen t 
which  had  been  made  some  days  a;;^o,  a 
most  important  debate  respecting  the  ad- 


ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  colonies 
was  fixed  for  that  night ;  but  it  appeared 
that  the  Government,  for  some  reason  best 
known  to  themselves,  contrived,  at  a  late 
hour  on  Friday  night,  to  substitute  the 
present  Bill  on  the  Order  hook,  thus  en- 
deavouring to  pass  a  most  important  mea- 
sure through  the  House  by  surprise.  He 
was  sure  that  every  hon.  Gentleman  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House 
had  every  disposition  to  meet  the  noble 
Lord  frankly  on  the  colonial  question;  but 
the  noble  Lord  had  not  observed  the  ordi- 
nary courtesies  of  the  House.  For  his 
(Lord  J.  Manners*)  own  part,  he  entirely 
repudiated  the  accusation  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex,  that  the  Opposition 
was  not  acting  with  bond  fides  on  that 
occasion.  The  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
was  allowed  to  pass  almost  sub  silentio  on 
Friday,  and  because  they  asked  for  fair 
and  ordinary  time  to  discuss  the  details  of 
the  measure,  the  noble  Lord  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  supported  the  Government 
turned  round  and  taunted  them  with  being 
parties  to  all  sorts  of  underhand  proceed- 
ings, disgraceful  combinations,  and  he 
knew  not  what  besides.  He  repudiated 
with  the  utmost  scorn  and  contempt  every 
accusation  of  that  sort ;  and  he  would  say 
for  himself,  and  those  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
had  taken  a  similar  course  to  himself,  that 
they  intended  to  persevere  in  that  course, 
and  they  would  thus  teach  the  noble  Lord 
a  lesson  which  he  hoped  he  would  not  soon 
forget.  lion.  Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Op- 
position) side  of  the  House  were  prepared 
to  discuss  this  Bill  in  a  spirit  of  the  ut- 
most fairness  and  liberality;  but  they  would 
not  be  forced  into  a  premature  discussion 
of  it  simply  because  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
the  noble  Lord,  taken  this  Bill  out  of  its 
ordinary  course,  and  thus  given  the  go-by 
to  a  discussion  of  the  greatest  importance 
on  the  administration  of  colonial  affairs. 
If  the  noble  Lord  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  opposition  which  had  been  already 
given,  he  could  assure  him  that  he  should 
have  plenty  more  of  it. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  First  Time."  Whereupon 
Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair." 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  70 ; 
Noes  1 46 :  Majority  76. 

Mr.  GUOGAX  said,  the  Gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  IIou<<e  required  more  time 
to  deliberate  on  the  important  measure 
then   under  discussion  than  from   Fndaj 
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night  to  the  following  Monday  night. 
There  were  portions  of  tlie  Bill  which 
were  most  unohjectionahle,  and  other  por- 
tions, particularly  the  franchise  portion, 
ahout  which  considerable  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty prevailed.  It  had  been  said  by  hon. 
Members  who  were  anxious  to  pass  the 
measure,  that  "  great  excitement  existed 
in  many  counties  and  districts  of  Ireland 
in  reference  to  the  Bill."  Now  he  denied 
that  altogether.  [•*  Oh,  oh ! "]  Let  hon. 
Members  point  to  a  single  petition  intro- 
duced from  Ireland  on  the  question.  But 
he  did  not  want  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House.  However,  having  entered  on  the 
course  which  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side 
of  the  House  thought  fit  to  adopt,  he  would 
persevere,  and  move  that  the  Chairman  do 
now  report  progress. 

Mr.  NAPIER  said,  before  the  House 
divided  he  wished  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions, which  might  have  the  effect  of  sav- 
ing much  valuable  time.     As  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Napier)  was  concerned,  it  would  be 
much  more  convenient,  and  consequently 
preferable,   to    go   on  with  the  Bill  that 
night  than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  hence, 
because,  professionally,  he  was  acquainted 
with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.     But 
he  certainly  thought  that  in  the  case  of 
Irish  county  Members,  who  declared  the 
measure  came  on  them  by  surprise,  and 
that  they  consequently  required  time   to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  its  de- 
tails, a  postponement  might  be  acceded  to. 
[••No,  no!'*]     He  assured  the  House  he 
was  far  from  offering  the  present  Bill  any- 
thing like  a  factious   opposition;   yet  he 
thought  he  would  be  acting  an  unworthy 
part  did  he  express  his  disapproval  of  the 
means  adopted  by  these  hon.  Gentlemen — 
means  which  the  forms  of  the  House  sanc- 
tioned— in  order  to  secure  time  for  deli- 
beration.    He  suggested  that  parts  of  the 
Bill  might  be  gone  into  that  evening  in  re- 
ference to  which  there  was  no  division  of 
opinion ;  and  that  the  other  parts,  on  which 
hon.   Members   for   Irish   counties   might 
wish   to   confer    with    their    constituents, 
should  be  postponed  to   a  future   night. 
The  matter  was  one  of  serious,  of  vital 
importance;   and,   therefore,  he  entreated 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  his  suggestion,  and  that  the 
House  would  discuss  with  temper  and  pa- 
tience the  various  details  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
been  made  in  so  temperate  a  tone  that  it 
deienred  tome  reply  on  his  part,  and  he 


entirely  concurred  with  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman,  that  a  question  of  thia  im- 
portance should  be  discussed  fairly  upon 
its  merits.     The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  said  that  Bome  parts  of  the 
Bill  might  be  discnsaed  now,  while  other 
parts,  which  county  Members  from  Ireland 
required  more    time   to  consider,   might 
be  postponed.     That,  upon  the  face  of  it, 
appeared  a  very  fair  proposition;  but  there 
were  some  parts  of  the  Bill,  which  it  ap- 
peared to  him  ought  to  be  taken  into  con* 
sideration  now,  which  those  county  Mem- 
bers might  wish  to  be  postponed  ;  he  al- 
luded particularly  to  that  portion  of  the 
Bill  which  fixed  the  county  franchise.     He 
did  not  consider  that  to  require  postpone* 
ment ;  as  it  was  a  point  upon  which  ererj 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  already  made 
up  his  mind.     That  question  had  been  two 
years  before  the  public,  and  during  that 
period  it  was  well  known  what  the  plan  of 
the  Government  upon  it  was.     One  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  on  Friday  night  took 
a   very  mistaken    view    of  it.     He  said 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  25L  franefaise, 
which  would  &en  only  be  half  the  fran- 
chise for  counties  in  England;   but  he 
must  have  forgotten  that  the  40t.  franchise 
had  been  abolished  in  Ireland.     If  hon. 
Gentlemen  wished  for  a  20L  or  a  251. 
franchise,  let  them  make  that  propoaition 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  Bill,  or  let  them 
move  that  there  should  be  a  tenure  for 
life,   or  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
joined  with  the  81.  franchise.     He  would 
abide  by  the  Bill  as  it  stood ;  and  if  any 
hon.  Member  was  in  favour  of  raising  the 
amount  beyond  the  82.,  or  of  attaching 
any  tenure  to  it,  that  was  a  question  which 
he  was  prepared  to  discuss.     If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  UniToraity 
meant  that  the  House  could  then  proceed 
with  that  question,  and  that  there  were 
other  matters  on  which  he  had  amend- 
ments to  offer  of  an  intricate  nature,  and 
which  required  consideration,  he  (Lord  J. 
Russell)  was  certainly  prepared  to  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  s  proposition.    But  if  he  merely 
intended  that  the  House  should  consider 
only  the  registration  clauses,  and  agree  to 
all  those  parts  of  the  Bill  which  conformed 
with  the  measure  that  was  introduced  by 
Lord  Stanley  on  that  subject,  and  post- 
pone altogether  the  clauses  relating  to  the 
franchise,  he  begged  to  say  that  that  was 
a  course  to  which  he  could  not  consent. 
The  county  franchise  in  Ireland  was  now 
enjoyed  by  little  more  than  30,000  per- 
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sons,  and  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  ex- 
tend that  franchise,  so  that  about  200,000 
penons  should  haye  a  vote.  It  was,  in 
fact,  a  question  of  principle,  and  one  there- 
fore which  the  House  was  now  quite  pre- 
pared to  discuss. 

Mb.  F.  MACKENZIE  concurred  in  all 
the  reasons  for  postponement  which  had 
been  urged  by  every  Gentleman  who  had 
spoken  on  his  side  of  Ihe  House.  But  he 
thought  the  Committee  must  now  be  aware 
that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTemment,  in  answer  to  the  very  tem- 
perate speech  made  by  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin, 
had  made  no  concession  on  this  point.  In 
the  course  of  his  Parliamentary  experience 
he  bad  seen  a  great  many  contests  of  this 
description,  and  he  differed  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kerry,  who  said  that  he  never 
knew  an  opposition  of  the  kind  which  had 
been  attended  with  success,  whereas  he 
(Mr.  Mackenzie)  did  not  recollect  one  which 
was  not  successful.  He  recollected  the 
time  when  the  former  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  with  only  ten  Mem- 
bers at  his  back,  defeated  the  Government 
on  a  Motion  for  an  adjournment.  He  re- 
eoUected  when  the  late  hon.  Member  for 
Kendal  (Mr.  Warburton)  succeeded  in  ad- 
journing the  discussion  on  the  Copyright 
Bill,  not  on  the  ground  that  any  of  his 
friends  were  going  to  the  assizes,  but  be- 
eauae  they  had  gone  to  a  Radical  dinner. 
Though  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
was  unprecedented,  the  course  taken  by 
the  Opposition  was  certainly  not  without 
precedent. 

Mb.  SADLEIR  did  not  rise  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  stat- 
ing a  fact  of  importance  to  the  Irish  peo- 
ple. He  wished  to  state  that  in  the  Bill 
which  they  were  then  considering  there 
were  only  two  new  clauses,  which  were 
•eparate  and  distinct  from  the  Bill  which 
had  been  before  the  House  in  1849  and 
1848.  Therefore,  there  was  not  the  slight- 
eat  ground  for  complaint  by  Irish  Mem- 
bers that  they  were  taken  by  surprise ; 
beeanse  these  clauses  did  not  in  the  least 
affect  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  the  sense 
of  which  was  contained  in  the  first  three 
eknaes. 

Colonel  CHATTERTON  said:  Even 
if  I  were  disposed  to  anrree  in  every  clause 
of  the  Bill  now  under  discussion,  I  should 
feel  it  my  duty,  as  a  Member  of  this 
HonaOy  to  protest  against  and  oppose  its 
introduction,  from  the  verv  indecent  and 
vnoonstitutional    manner    Her    Majesty *s 


Ministers  now  attempt  to  force  it  upon  the 
country.  No  person,  Sir,  is  more  aware 
than  I  am  of  the  necessity  of  the  increase 
of  the  franchise  in  the  counties  in  Ireland 
— no  person  more  disposed  than  I  to  grant 
them  every  legislative  privilege;  but  I  can- 
not consent  to  have  this  measure,  now 
brought  forward  with  such  indecorous 
haste,  without  more  time  being  given  for 
its  proper  and  unbiassed  discussion.  I  feel 
myself  exactly  in  the  same  predicament 
with  my  noble  Friend  the  Member  for 
Tyrone.  I  was  most  anxious  to  consult 
my  constituents  upon  this  important  mea- 
sure, as  I  think  it  the  duty  of  every  Mem- 
ber 80  to  do;  but  I  was  prevented  by  this 
precipitancy.  The  Bill  was  printed  on 
Wednesday,  and  I  immediately  forwarded 
several  copies  to  my  constituents  for  their 
perusal  and  advice.  No  reply  could  as  yet 
be  received,  and  for  this  reason  alone  I 
would  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  no  active 
part  in  the  discussion  until  I  heard  their 
opinions,  which  I  should  ever  be  desirous 
to  consult.  My  opinion.  Sir,  is,  that  this 
Bill  as  deeply  concerns  England  as  Ire- 
land ;  for  I  consider  it  to  be  but  the  fore- 
runner of  another  Reform  Bill  for  Eng- 
land. This  is  another  reason  for  mature 
deliberation.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  county  of  Dublin  has 
alluded  in  flattering  terms  to  my  return  for 
Cork  on  protectionist  principles.  This  re- 
minds me,  Sir,  of  an  assertion  made  a  few 
evenings  since  by  my  hon.  Colleague  — 
that  I  did  not  represent  the  constituency 
of  Cork,  and,  therefore,  did  not  possess 
their  confidence.  Now,  Sir,  I  appeal  to 
the  House,  if  it  is  within  the  reach  of 
either  possibility  or  probability,  that  a 
body  of  men,  nearly  800,  some  of  the 
highest  respectability,  would  so  far  stultify 
themselves  with  the  world  and  with  this 
House  as  to  use  such  exertions  for  me 
as  have  procured  for  me  the  high  honour 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  if  I  did  not  pos- 
sess their  full  confidence  ?  There  was  no 
taking  by  surprise — no  want  of  choice :  it 
was  quite  an  embarrass  de  richesse;  for 
ten  candidates  were  in  the  field  soliciting 
the  favour  of  "the  beautiful  city."  My 
hon.  Colleague  has  also  asserted  that  the 
chairman  of  my  committee  was  a  free- 
trader, and  that  protection  had  no  influ- 
ence whatever  in  my  return.  Now,  Sir, 
to  both  these  assertions  I  give  the  most 
unqualified  denial.  The  chairman  of  my 
committee  was  not  a  free-trader,  and  I 
lately  received  a  letter  from  my  friend  en- 
treatbg  I  would  remove  that  slur  from  his 
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character.  Now,  as  to  protection  having 
nothing  to  do  with  mj  return,  I  shall  merely 
assure  the  House  that  many  of  my  consti- 
tuents who  upon  the  occasion  of  my 
three  former  contested  elections  used 
every  means,  hoth  personal  and  political, 
to  prevent  my  return,  upon  this  last  con- 
test voluntarily  came  forward  and  gave  me 
their  support,  upon  the  sole  condition  that 
I  would  advocate  protection  in  this  House. 
No  douht,  strange  things  are  done  in  the 
sister  kingdom;  hut  that  extraordinary 
election  anomaly,  of  free-traders  supporting 
an  avowed  protectionist,  and  electors  re- 
turning a  person  who  did  not  possess  their 
confidence,  is  yet  to  he  perpetrated. 

Mr.  ANSTEY  thought  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  not  paid  a  very  handsome  tri- 
hute  to  his  constituents  when  he  said  that 
not  one  of  them  understood  the  Bill  under 
discussion*  which  was  so  exceedingly  intel- 
ligihle.  He  appealed  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
not  to  wear  the  appearance,  as  they  repu- 
diated the  intention,  of  a  factious  opposi- 
tion. They  were  all  agreed  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  why  not  accept 
the  proposition  of  the  nohle  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  which  was  so  ex- 
ceedingly reasonable  ?  The  Bill  was  not  a 
new  one,  hut  was  before  the  House  last 
year.  If  a  measure  was  to  he  postponed 
until  constituencies  could  deliver  their  opin- 
ions upon  it,  the  House  would  set  a  very 
dangerous  precedent.  The  Bill  in  itself  was 
intrinsically  good,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
open  to  the  appellation  of  revolutionary. 

Captain  HARRIS  thought,  from  the 
silence  of  the  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
— the  Ministerial — side,  that  they  were 
gradually  coming  to  a  conviction  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  was  unjusti- 
fiable. Those  hon.  Members  had  attri- 
buted to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House  motives  and  feelings  for  which 
there  was  no  authority.  They  pretended 
to  bo  acquainted  with  even  the  state  of 
their  stomachs — whether  they  had  dined 
or  not.  Why,  he  took  up  the  Times  of 
that  morning,  and  saw  a  letter  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow,  in  which  ho 
spoke  of  the  Motion  last  week  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Buckinghamshire  as  a  Satanic 
temptation.  If  it  was  said  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  his  side  of  the  House  wished 
to  maintain  the  present  franchise  in  Ire- 
landt  he  would  remind  the  House  that 
e?erj  li     •  >er  that  had  risen  on  that 

House  had  positively  denied  it. 
of  twenty-five   Members  in 


that  House  on  Friday  night,  who  had  been 
accused  of  being  sleepy;   and  well   they 
might  be  after  a  two  o'clock  division  the 
same  morning,  yet,  with  this  scant  attend- 
ance,  the  noble    Lord    hurried    the  Bill 
through  the  second  reading  and  into  Com- 
mittee with  most  indecent  haste  the  fol- 
lowing Monday.      This  was  nothing  less 
than  a  new  Reform  Bill  for  Ireland  ;  and 
he  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether,  if 
it  were  for  England,  he  would  have  taken 
the  same  course  ?     Members  representing 
English  counties  would  have  opposed  the 
progress  of  the  Bill,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  have  given  way. 
This  Bill  was  brought  in  in  1841;    the 
registration  part  of  it  by  Lord  Stanley, 
in  1840.     In  1841,  the  51,  rating  clause 
was  brought  in,  but  the  Government  gave 
wav,  and  the  8/.  clause  was  substituted. 
Afterwards,  Earl  Grey,  then  Lord  Howick, 
suggested  something  over  and  above  8^, 
and  this  measure  was  discussed  at  that 
period  ;  but  was  that  a  reason  why  a  Bill, 
with   many  clauses  of  a   totally  different 
character,  introduced  at   an  early  period 
of  the  Session,  before  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary was  out,  should  be  forced  on  with 
so  much  haste  ?     It  was  his   conviction 
that  this  was  but  the  forerunner  of  further 
English  reform.    It  was  to  he  a  test  of  the 
feelings   of   the   country.      It  bore  that 
character,  and  some  of  the  clauses  might 
be  proposed  for  the  most  radical  constitu- 
ency.    He  believed,  however,  that  if  this 
Bill  passed,  the  noble  Lord  would  bring  on 
his  right  flank  such  a  body  that  he  would 
bitterly  regret  it. 

Mr.  W.  FAGAN  denied  that  he  had 
ever  stated  that  his  hon.  and  gallant  Col- 
league had  not  the  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents; but  since  it  had  been  alluded  to, 
he  had  now  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had  not  poli- 
tically the  confidence  of  the  citizens  of 
Cork.  He  admitted  that  he  had  been  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  the  chairman  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  committee  was 
a  free-trader;  but  the  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed him  was  a  free-trader,  and  so  was 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  subscribed  the 
largest  sum  for  his  return.  Would  the 
House  allow  him  to  analyse  the  list  of 
voters  who  gave  their  suffrages  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  ?  400  of  those  voters 
were  not  protectionists.  He  thought,  then, 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  protection  had 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  hon.  and  sallant 
Member's  election;  and,  if  a  new  election 
took  place  in  the  next  two  months,  he  yen- 
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tared  to  assert  that  protection  would  get 
no  fayoor  in  Cork. 

LoBD  C.  HAMILTON  said,  that  not 
being  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government 
— ^not  haying,  like  hon.  Members  opposite, 
constant  communication  with  the  Govern- 
ment, hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Opposi- 
tion) side  were  not  aware  that  the  Govern- 
ment brought  forward,  last  year,  a  Bill  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  withdrawing  it,  and 
bringing  it  in  again  this  year.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  had  spoken  of  this  being 
the  same  Bill  as  the  Bill  brought  in  last 
year,  except  as  to  two  clauses;  but  the  hon. 
€^tleman  was  in  error  in  supposing  that 
merely  introducing  a  Bill  and  then  with- 
drawing it  was  the  same  thing  as  taking 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  That 
was  a  new  theory  of  constitutional  legisla- 
tion. This  Bill  had  never  been  sanctioned 
by  the  House. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  would  be  exceed- 
iDgly  glad  if  some  hon.  Gentleman  would 
explain  the  reasons  why  the  Roman  Catho- 
lie  clergy,  who  had  been  such  determined 
free-traders,  had  suddenly  become  protec- 
tionists. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  First  Time."  Whereupon 
Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  **  That 
the  Chairman  do  now  report  progress,  and 
Bsk  leave  to  sit  again." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  63 ; 
Noes  155 :  Majority  92. 

Mb.  ADDERLEY  felt  if  the  course 
irhieh  was  pursued  on  that  occasion  by  the 
Opposition  was  unconstitutional,  he,  for 
one,  would  not  persist  in  it;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  he  felt  that  the  Government  was 
not  proceeding  in  a  constitutional  manner. 
The  Government  had  jumbled  the  Bills 
they  had  introduced  in  such  a  manner  that 
ihey  hardly  knew  themselves  what  busi- 
ness would  come  on,  and  it  was  utterly 
impoBsible  for  independent  Members  to 
tell.  Notice  had  been  given  that  the  Bill 
for  giving  a  constitution  to  the  free  Aus- 
tralian colonies  would  be  brought  forward 
to-night;  but  this  arrangement  was  changed 
the  last  thing  on  Friday,  and  it  was  an- 
nonnced  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in- 
tended to  proceed  with  the  Irish  Reform 
Bin.  That  they  should  thus  suddenly 
riiift  their  ground,  by  passing  from  one 
important  measure  to  another,  was  too 
mneh  for  the  House  patiently  to  submit  to. 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  the  great 
snbjeet  of  conferring  constitutions  on  some 
of  oar  most  valuable  colonies,  and  which 


was  ripe  for  discussion,  and  upon  parts  of 
which  it  was  of  great  importance  to  obtain 
the  decision  of  the  House,  had  been  sud- 
denly shifted  over,  and  they  were  called 
upon  to  proceed  with  another  important 
measure  which  had  only  been  four  days  in 
the  hands  of  Members.  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  evidently  believed  that  some  of 
the  divisions  in  the  Committee  on  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  Government  Bill  would  be 
adverse  to  them.  They,  therefore,  were 
afraid  to  proceed  with  it.  The  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  stated  that 
the  object  in  this  postponement  was  to  en- 
able him  to  lay  some  papers  on  the  table, 
illustrative  of  the  subject ;  but  surely  this 
might  have  previously  been  done.  If  large 
measures  like  these,  for  giving  constitu- 
tions to  our  colonies,  and  for  the  reform 
of  the  Irish  constituencies,  were  to  be 
shifted  about  in  this  manner,  it  would  be 
better  for  independent  Members  to  give  up 
their  attendance,  and  allow  Government  to 
proceed  as  they  pleased.  No  one  who  was 
called  upon  to  vote  on  the  measure  before 
the  Committee  had  had  time  to  give  a 
proper  consideration  to  its  details.  He 
knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  wished 
this  Bill  to  pass  without  a  division  or  de- 
bate; but  it  was  a  matter  that  required 
much  consideration.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  would  pass  any  Bill  which 
would  extend  the  franchise;  and  this  was 
the  case  with  other  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
believed  that  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise would  prove  the  panacea  of  Ireland. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  friends,  as 
well  as  his  own,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
maturely  considered  before  it  was  passed, 
if  it  was  intended  to  do  good  to  Ireland. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  should 
move  that  the  Chairman  now  leave  the  chair. 
Colonel  SIBTHORP  felt  it  to  be  his 
I  imperative  duty  to  persevere  in  opposing 
Ministers,  whose  only  object  in  introducing 
the  Bill  was  to  keep  their  seats  on  the 
Treasury  bench.  The  manner  in  which 
they  attempted  to  smuggle  this  important 
measure  through  Parliament  was  disgrace- 
ful. They  claimed  a  majority  on  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Buckinghamshire  ;  but  if  the  paid  oc- 
cupants of  the  seats  on  the  right  of  the 
Speaker's  chair  had  not  voted  they  would 
have  been  in  a  minority.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men might  accuse  him  of  being  factious; 
but  what  they  called  factious  he  considered 
constitutional  and  proper;  and  the  Opposi- 
tion was  bound  to  avail  itself  of  all  the 
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O-attjoi'Jc  iDCt.*i".'r  ▼'rps  iiaT-.zx  ■•  fxziu-  i*:**  ^t:.- »c;7s.fci:T  ..-f  Ireiacd  in  a  way  in 
ttc  r^vii  '3«if-r*5  ji;£!:  Eea"'»a.  "an-  :•!•;▼  wi:o'::  ii:«f  j  wijold  not  ¥ec:ure  to  act  with 
«r»in-j  ▼■ip?  pr.c«»^a;r  m.  *  =:aa2-*r  r*5r-^^:«  :.:  an  Eagiisa  nirspike  Act.  The 
likeiv  :o  Drj^.-^-i  izsieoaiia:  .a«3zirT  oc:  cc  cocic  Lcri  ac  che  head  ot'che  Goremment 
doon.  He  eaceruined  no  fifeiiig  <>r  LI-  had  n^x  replied  to  che  question  whether 
will  cowsnis  ion.  Gen: leasee  opwsite:  b:i:  anj  Bill  of  che  same  description  had  ever 
if  he  did  so.  be  eocid  b«  gracided  to  his  c<en  brought  forward  in  the  same  manner, 
heart's  concent,  for  ihej  were  following  Ireland  was  encided  to  see  measures  af- 
the  example  of  a  certain  aninial  that  would  fecting  her  interests  receire  the  calm  de- 
be  namelesa,  who  swam  until  he  cue  his  liberation  accorded  to  measures  affecting 
tkrottl.  Ther  were  working  out  that  prin-  other  portions  of  the  empire.  She  ought  not 
eiple.  Some  Irishmen  believed  that  hon.  to  be  treated  as  Cejlon  had  been  treated — 
Gentlemen  opposite — the  protectionists  and  like  a  hostile  community.  But  the  discussion 
their   leader»^meant   kindly   to   Ireland.  ;  of  this  measure  had  been  made  to  depend 


Thia  night *8  proceedings  would  effectually 
diapel  that  delusion.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
iite  placed  themselves  in  a  wrong  position. 
For  his  own  part,  he  sometimes  supported 


on  the  contingency  of  another  Bill  not 
being  brought  forward.  No  such  uniform 
rating  existed  as  the  machinery  of  the  Bill 
required,  and  the  only  evidence  produced 


and  lOBetiroet  opposed  the  Government,  I  in  support  of  it  was  a  document  which  had, 
1       iuid  of  late  regretted  to  see  they  were  I  in   all  probability,   lost  its   value   as  an 


politically  insolvent — they  were 
political  capital  daily,  and  the 


authority  in  consequence  of  the  changes 
now  going  on  in   the  state  of  property. 
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This  Bin  wu  odIt  printed  on  Wednesday, 
and  thejbad  heen  told  its  object  was  to 
inereBfle  the  oonslitDeDCT  in  Ireland  from 
60,000  to  200,000  Totera,  and  the  House 
wai  ealled  upon  to  aanction  its  details 
withcmt  any  interval  for  eonsi deration.  It 
was  eoDtrary  to  the  nana]  proceedings  of 
Pariiament  that  a  Bill  to  make  sueh  im- 
portant alterations  should  be  urged  for- 
ward IB  BQch  a  manner.  He  maintained, 
in  legialatmg  for  Ireland,  that  that  country 
waa  entitled  to  the  same  respect  and  at- 
tention as  was  shown  with  regard  to  Eng- 
liali  meaaores.  He  hoped  all  Ireland 
wodd  know  what  had  occurred  in  the 
Hooae  that  night. 

Mft.  DISRAELI  said,  that  if  he  and 
hii  friends  had  lost  the  confidence  and  af- 
leetions  of  the  Irish  people,  by  making  this 
effiMi  to  secure  in  the  transaction  of  Irish 
bosineaa  the  same  courtesy  and  decorum 
which  were  observed  in  the  transaction  of 
English  business,  they  must  endeavour  to 
bear  that  consequence  as  they  could.  Hon. 
Membera  opposite  thought  an  increased 
franehiBe  a  universal  panacea.  His  own 
opinion,  if  he  were  to  give  one  on  this  Bill, 
was,  that,  large  and  liberal  as  the  mea- 
mre  might  be,  if  it  were  large  and  liberal, 
il  waa  probably  those  who  brought  it  in 
that  wmiM  bum  their  fingers  with  their 
own  invention.  The  more  the  franchise 
waa  enlarged  the  more  were  those  turned 
out  who  were  most  eulogistic  of  extension 
of  the  franchise;  and,  whether  in  England 
or  in  Ireland,  whatever  experiments  might 
he  tried  in  either,  many  of  those  who  were 
moat  loud-mouthed  in  the  advocacy  of  such 
»  meaaore  as  the  present,  might,  when  the 
Bewlj*eoB8tmcted  Parliament  was  called 
togedier,  most  probably  not  bo  found 
•aMng  ita  Members.     There  was  only  one 

Et  now  really  of  importance.     Had  Her 
^BBtj*8  Government  acted  ingenuously  j 
towarda  the  House  in  the  conduct  of  this  { 
bminen  ?    There  were,  he  thought,  ample  | 
£MtB  before  the  House  to  enable  them  to  ; 
fbrm  a  eandid  and  impartial  opinion;  and  ; 
vhedwr  those  who  desired  a  postponement  j 
«f  tibe  measure  were  beaten  bv  numbers  or 
BOC^  there  eoold  be  no  doubt  that,  eveotu-  • 
■■f,  Ae  judgment  of  the  House  and  the 
the  course   which   had   been  . 
weald  settle  down  to  a  fair  concep- , 
merits  of  the  case.     No  one  de- 
■ied  that  the  measure  was  one  of  great 
if  it  were  not  so,  it  ought  not 
te  have  heen  introduced  at  all.     All  the 
which  had  been  repeated  ad 
m  favour  of  the  course  taken  bv  . 


'  Her  Majesty  *s  Government,  w^«»,  that  the 
Bill,    tliough    important,  was  not  niivc*!, 
[Laugher Jrom  tJU*  Minitferial  lHinckt$,\ 
One  of  the  arguments  used  by  tho  (jontle- 
'■■  man  who  had  just  indulged  an  unmeaning 
laugh  was«  that  the  Bill  was  fifleon  y<*ara 
old,  and  had  boon  introduced  by  Loni  Mor 
I  peth.     None  could  have  greater  rospoct 
'■■  for  that  noble  Lord  than  he  (Mr.  Disraeli) 
had ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
know  it  was  understood  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that,  if  a  measure  had  boiMi  in- 
troduced fifteen  years  ago  by  Lord  Mor- 
j  peth,  that  was  a  sufiicicnt  reniion  wh;r  it 
,  should    receive    the    sanction   of    Parlia- 
ment.    Lord  Morpeth  proposed  a  grant  of 
5.000,000;.  for  Irish  railways.    If  he  (Mr. 
Disraeli)  repeated  that  pro|H>sition  to-mor- 
row, would  hon.  Qcntlcmen  support  him  V 
The  argument  based  on  the  statement  that 
this   was   not  a  novel    moAHure,   hsd   no 
strength  whatever.     The   Hill  might  have 
been  introduced  last  year,  hut  who  ntad  it 
last  year  ?    Who  would  study  a  Bill  which 
the  Government  said  they  wore  not  pre- 
pared to  carry  into  effect?     But  even  if 
the  Bill  had  been  introduced  last  year  — 
even  if  the  noble  Lord,  in  doing  so,  had 
made  one  of  those  explanatory  statements 
in  which  he  so  much  excelled,  and  which 
was  calculated  to  be  retained  in  the  re- 
collection  of  the  House — even  if  the  mat- 
ter had  gone  to  a  discussion  —  if  the  mea- 
sure had  gone  through  the   wise  consti- 
tutional   stages    their    predecessors    had 
devised,     in    order    that    public    opinion 
might  not  be  taken  by  surprise,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  not  be  betrayed  into 
immature    and    factious    legislation,    waa 
that  any  reason  why  in  this  Hessiou  the 
same  decorum  should  not  be  observed- 
why  the  same  candid  treatment  should  not 
be  shown,  which,  whoever  might  be  Minis- 
ter, he  hoped  would  always  lie  accorded  to 
the  House  of  Commons  ?     The  Committee 
would  judge  whether  he  was  indulging  in 
imaginary   assumptions,    and  wlietlier  he 
was  not  founding  his  argument  on  details 
the  authenticity  of  which  none  could  ouea- 
tion.    He  looked  at  a  most  authentic  aiico- 
ment  on  the  table  —  the  Speech  of  Jler 
Majesty  on  the  first  day  of  the  H'rMion. 
In  that  speech  they  were  told  that  *'s(/iiie 
of  the  measures  which  were  p</«tpo;ied  at 
the  end  of  the  last  Scssifitj,  ft>r  want  *4 
time  for  their  couvi deration,  will  be  again 
laid  before  you."     f  *•  Hear,  hear  !  "  frvm 
the  JUnitUrial  UncUi.  J     '*  litrur,  h<;ar  ! " 
he   waited   for  that  cry;  he  •sxy^s'nit^  it. 
That  cheer  was  meant  to  sig-uify  that  ihe 
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expression  applied  to  the  present  Bill. 
No  such  thing.  The  Speech  proceeded, 
"  Among  the  most  important  of  these  is 
one  for  the  hetter  government  of  the 
Australian  colonies.'*  So  far  as  regard- 
ed the  announcements  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  and  the  suhsequent  declarations  of 
the  Minister,  the  House  was  to  he  pre- 
pared for  a  Bill  for  the  hetter  government 
of  the  Australian  colonies.  But  did  the 
Speech  proceed  to  speak  of  the  present 
Bill  in  similar  terms  ?  "  Her  Majesty  has 
directed  various  measures  to  he  prepared 
for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland."  These  were  of  a  new  character. 
This  was  a  catalogue  of  new  measures  to 
be  prepared,  not  of  ancient  Bills  which 
could  not  be  passed  last  Session  for  want 
of  time.  What  was  the  list  of  new 
measures  prepared  "  for  the  improvement 
of  the  condition  of  Ireland  ?  "  The  mis- 
chiefs arising  from  party  processions,  the 
defects  of  the  laws  regulating  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  the  imperfect  state 
of  the  grand-jury  Acts,  and  the  diminished 
number  of  electors  for  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  would,  together  with  other 
matters  of  serious  consequence,  form  the 
•*  subjects  "  of  these  new  "  measures." 
The  measure  for  the  government  of  the 
Australian  colonies  was  put  in  a  more  os- 
tentatious position,  among  the  measures 
which  could  not  be  passed  last  Session, 
that  being  a  measure  which  had  been  ma- 
tured, and  which  the  nohle  Lord  had 
snatched,  as  it  were,  from  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonics,  as  if  he  were  himself 
alone  capable  of  undertaking  the  perilous 
duty  of  dealing  with  such  important  ques- 
tions of  colonial  policy.  After  such  an  ex- 
position of  the  intentions  of  Government 
with  reference  to  their  colonial  policy,  was 
it  fair  that  all  these  announcements  should 
assume  the  character  of  a  mere  attempt  to 
play  with  the  House  and  beguile  their  senses 
—  should  appear  not  to  have  been  made 
for  the  purposes  of  sound  substantial  legis- 
lation, and  that  at  the  last  languid  hour  of 
last  week's  business  the  card  should  be 
suddenly  changed,  and  another  measure, 
which  Her  Majesty's  Speech  proved  to  be 
a  new  measure,  thrust  on  the  attention  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  There  was  other 
evidence  that  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment there  was  no  intention  previously  of 
forcing  the  measure  forward.  Not  only  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  was  it  placed 
in  a  subordinate  position,  as  contrasted 
with  old  tried  seasoned  measures  which 
could  not  be  passed  for  want  of  time  last 


year,  but  the  confidential  agent  of  the 
Treasury  bench,  who  arranged  the  busi- 
ness in  the  red  book,  had  so  disposed 
it  that  on  turning  to  February  25th, 
the  order  intended  would  be  found  to 
be  Process  and  Practice  (Ireland)  Bill ; 
Australian  Colonies  Bill ;  Pirates  Head- 
money  Bill;  Registration  of  Deeds  (Ire- 
land) Bill;  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland) 
Bill;  and  then  followed  the  Parliamentary 
Voters  and  Elections  (Ireland)  Bills.  The 
precedence  given  to  ^ve  or  six  measures  of 
great  importance  proved  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  to  press  the  Bill  to-night. 
There  had  not  been  that  candid  ingenuous 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Government  which 
was  due  to  the  House,  and  especially  to 
the  minority.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  might  not  think 
the  point  of  great  importance,  or  conde- 
scend to  vindicate  himself.  But  in  the 
disposal  of  business  in  a  great  popular 
assembly,  that  business  could  not  be 
carried  on  pleasantly  and  profitably  with- 
out an  understanding  such  as  is  usual, 
that  the  leader  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, whoever  he  might  be,  should  take 
care  that  his  conduct  for  fairness  oa 
such  matters  should  be  beyond  impeach- 
ment. In  the  present  case  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  was  not  beyond  impeach- 
ment in  that  respect.  In  the  matter  of  a 
Bill  for  reconstructing  and  enlarging  the 
franchise  in  Ireland,  which  had  been  read 
a  second  time  only  on  Friday,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  noble  Lord  to  see  that  when 
the  measure  was  to  be  brought  before  the 
Committee  it  should  be  well  heralded;  that 
due  notice  should  be  given,  so  as  to  enable 
Members  on  either  side  of  the  House  to  pro- 
pose their  Amendments  for  the  deliberation 
of  the  House.  In  these  respects  had  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  been  clear  and 
faultless  ?  If  not,  that  was  the  vindication 
of  the  course  which  those  had  taken  with 
great  unwillingness  who  had  urged  poat- 
ponement.  It  was  a  course  which  they 
had  taken  as  a  matter  of  duty ;  and  none 
of  the  petty  taunts  he  had  heard  to-night 
would  deter  them  from  following  that 
course,  or  make  him  believe  that,  in  the 
long  run,  impartial  men,  men  of  common 
sense,  and  men  of  business — he  was  not 
speaking  of  trading  agitators — would  fail 
to  be  of  opinion  that  they  had  acted  with 
good  temper  and  sound  discretion. 

Mr.  ADDERLEY  wished  to  make  but 
one  remark,  but  it  was  an  important  one. 
It  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  if,  when  the  Goverur 
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Lid  reccndj  laid  down  a  line  of  Ic-  tliat  ih<>?e  BHU  <>.ciild  tvwr*  »««ii5Mi* 

,  tbev  would  keep  to  that   lii^o.  Then  tho  lion.  lioiitlo:v*an  :>«*!  tJie  Sy»«v*h 

r^asciR  for  the  measures  alluded  of  Her  MjKstv  rt/iw  «*'iri>  risW.-JTww,  wl))cli 

to  in  tbe  Royal  Speech  as  old   measures  wei>euotoxAedyeonf*^n:iaV.letothoSpc<>eh; 

dropped  last'  vear  being  brought  forward  Kvause  the  hoa.  li<'niler.ia':i  $*id  Hot  lta« 

fint  was,  that  bv  the  exiraordinarv  haste  jestr  had  been  adviscxl  to  «iy — 

in  lesislation  which  the  Govenuiient   had  _        .    , .  .      .        j. 

JiftM-n  on  this  occasion,  one  measure  was  ..j^         *vt              i.-^i.-       ^ 

nlwrnys  on  the  heels  of  another,  which  was  jj^n,*:oTvi  *na  t»^r.Ar.:.  tV*  impcrtivt  %\mc  <>f  xht 

pot  mside  and  left  in  an  imperfect  state,  i^nma  ,v,:rr  Aci$,  And  th^  <3iminU>MH)  numlvr  ^^ 

Was  the  noble  Lord  aware  tiiat  the  Aus-  i  :i>c:or*  tor  Mcml^ors  to  j«orxv  in  l^KrliAmout,  t^. 

tnlian  Bill  had  been  left  in  so  imperfect  a  ^  jH'^J*,.^^^  *'**'*'"'  *-'''"*'*^  *'*^  *''"'''**  c^viw^wik^ 
condition  that  there  was  no  sanction  for  the 

GoTemment  of  Western  Australia  ?  The     hon.    iientleman     represented    tho 

LoBD  J.  RUSSELL  thought  the  hon.  Speech  as  anneuncinj; — **  fonn  the  *uh* 

Gentleman  the  Member  for  North  Statlonl-  joet  of  new  measun^s;**  wherea*  the  wonia 

shire  had  certainly  profited  by  the  kindly  of  the  Spee^^h  wero,  ••  form  the  subject  of 

suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle-  measures  to  be  submitte^l  to  your  consider- 


,  that,  as  there  was  a  disposition  to  dis- 
eoss  the  affairs  of  Australia,  hon.  Members 
should  make  all  the  speeches  they  had  pre- 
pared on  that  subject.  To  propose  a  question 
on  Australia,  and  call  on  the  Under  Seere- 
tanr  for  the  Colonies  to  answer,  seemed  to 


ation. 


As  in  the  former  part  of  tho 
Speech  it  was  stated  that  some  measures 
proposed  last  Session  would  ai^ain  be  laid 
before  Tarliament,  and  as  the  Hill  had 
been  described  as  being  very  nearly  tho 
same  as  that  of  last  Session,  a  kev  was 


the  hon.  Gentleman  a  good  course  to  follow,  \  afforded  to  the  nature  of  the  mcaauro.  Ho 
but  it  was  one  to  which  ho  (Lord  J.  Kussell) !  could  not  help  thinking  that  it  wait  not 
must  decline  acceding.     When  the  affairs  |  solely  on  account  of  their  having  had  no 


of  Atistralia  came  before  the  House,  he 
should  describe  what  was  the  state  of  the 
law  with  respect  to  Western  Australia. 
But  the  question  now  before  the  House  was 
whether  they  should  or  should  not  go  on 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  relating 
to  tlie  elective  franchise  in  Ireland.  Tho 
bon.  Member  for  Buckingham  shire  had 
given  an  historical  account,  which  was 
yerj  amusing  as  an  historical  account,  but 
which  was  open  to  criticism  as  to  the  facts. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Mcn)bcr  for  Tyrone 


tice  at  six  or  seven  o'clock  only  on  Friday 
night  that  hon.  Members  wore  pursuing 
their  present  course;  because  it  seomcd  to 
him  that  if  they  had  really  no  aversion,  ns 
they  said,  to  discuss  tho  question  of  tho 
Irish  franchise — if  particularly  they  wero 
anxious  to  sec  an  extruHion  of  tho  frail* 
chisc— although  some  complaint  might  bo 
made  that  tho  measuri*  had  been  brought 
on  sooner  than  was  expected — yet,  when 
the  sense  of  the  (Nmimitteo  was  niado  ap- 
parent, and  it  was  clearly  scon   that  tho 


told  the  House  that  the  Bill  was  introduced    majority  were  anxious  to  enter  into  n  con 


last  year  by  the  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  withdrawing  it,  and  therefore,  as 
it  was  introduced  only  to  be  withdrawn, 
nobody  thought  it  worth  while  to  look  at 
it.  The  fact  was,  it  was  introduccMl  with 
the  intention  of  being  proceeded  with,  and 
carried  through,  if  possible;  but  that  was 
presented  by  the  discussion  of  other  busi- 
ness. There  was  no  reason  why  tliosc 
who  wished  to  pay  attention  to  the  subject 
should  not  have  done  so  last  vear,  or  whv 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tyrone  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buckini^hiunHhire 
should  have  thought  it  unTiec(;s>iai-y  to  look 
into  the  merits  of  the  iVi]l.  He  Mionl  .1. 
Bossell)  did  not  sec  how  tlie  Oovfrriuiient 
were  to  be  answerable  for  the  attention 
or  inattention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  to  BilN 
brought  in,  as  the  present  J/lii  h.id  been, 
last  Session.     It  was   surely  fair  to  unk 

VOL.  CVIII.      [third  8EUIE8.] 


sidfTationof  the  Hill,  they  would  have  con* 
sented  to  that  course.  lie  did  think,  how* 
ev(T,  that  lion,  tientlemen  oppoNito  nniNt 
have  a  great  reluctance  to  alter  tbe  presont 
state  of  tin;  frandiim*  in  Ireland;  that 
there  was  at  the  bottom  of  thesn  fro(|U(*nt 
divisionH  a  real  aversion,  amounting  nfnioNt 
to  an  antipathy,  to  its  extenition  to  tho 
nnnihers  ])ropo:'.ed  by  tho  presiMit  Hill,  to- 
gether with  u  f<'ar  that  the  House  nil^ht 
by  a  large  ninjorit}  eonfirm  that  oxtenNioUt 
which  le(i  hon.  UenthMnen  so  )iertinaciouNly 
to  oppoMt;  its  ])rop;rens.  By  one  hon.  (ten- 
th'Uian  after  an<iiher  tfil(in;(  npon  himself 
the.  uiiph'aHant  and  rather  nnur-iiid  tank  of 
rep(;(iledly  niovin;^  thai  "  the  t-huirnian  do 
now  have  the  ehair,"  it  nnj/ht  he  poHMiblo 
to  (\c\ny  tho  liill  for  a  time;  hut  ho  WAS 
afraid  that  the  opponentN  of  the  nieflMuro 
would  receivu  no  further  oonNolation,     II9 
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had  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  the 
House  would  extend  the  franchise  in  Ire- 
land; that  thej  would  enahle  the  people  of 
Ireland  at  the  next  general  election  to 
come  forward  in  much  greater  numbers 
than  hitherto  to  vote  for  Members  of  Par- 
liament; and  he  thought  if  such  were 
shown  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  House  by 
such  majorities  as  he  expected  would  de- 
clare it,  that  it  was  likely  that  such  would 
form  the  subject  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
Then,  if  that  were  the  case,  would  it  not 
be  better  not  to  shrink  from  the  subject, 
but  at  once  fairly  to  go  into  it — for  hon. 
Members  to  prepare  their  Amendments, 
and  to  decide  upon  them  in  the  usual 
manner  ?  It  would,  he  thought,  be  much 
better  taken,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Ireland,  if  that  course  were  pursued.  Peo- 
ple would  say,  '*  There  was  a  fair  differ- 
ence of  opinion — Gentlemen  on  one  side 
thought  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
franchise  was  not  too  great,  whilst  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  thought  it  so  exten- 
sive as  to  be  dangerous;  the  matter  has 
been  fairly  decided;  we  find  no  fault  with 
Gentlemen  on  either  side  for  their  opinion 
— it  is  for  e.xperience  to  decide  which  is 
right;  but  both  sides  have  behaved  in  a 
fair  and  straightforward  manner.*'  He 
thought  that  such  conduct,  if  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  it,  would  add  more  to  their 
reputation  with  the  country  than  pursuing 
a  different  course. 

Mr.  W.  miles  said,  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  an  extension  of  the  franchise 
was  necessary,  but  he  could  not  conceive 
that,  when  a  moderate  delay  was  asked,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  frivolous  and  vexatious 
opposition,  but  of  necessary  inquiry,  a 
Minister  could  refuse  his  assent  to  the 
appeal  of  the  minority.  He  thought 
that  when  Western  Australia  was  left 
without  a  constitution,  the  first  duty  of  the 
Ministers  would  have  been  to  have  brought 
on  the  Bill  for  remodelling  the  Australian 
colonies;  but  they  refused  to  go  on  with 
that  Bill,  because  they  perceived  it  would 
meet  with  great  opposition  in  Committee, 
and  because  they  thought  that,  backed  by 
a  large  majority,  they  would  carry  without 
consideration  their  Bill  for  extending  the 
franchise  in  Ireland.  He  thought  that  an 
opportunity  for  full  and  fair  discussion 
should  have  been  afforded  to  the  Irish 
Members,  who  would  be  happy  and  willing 
to  enter  on  the  question,  if  the  noble  Lord 
would  give  them  time;  and  be  could  not 
but  feel  that  in  taking  his  present  course 
ibo  noble  Lord  treated  thorn  unfairly. 


Colonel  R  A  WD  ON  expressed  Bis 
gret  that  the  question  had  been  treated  aa 
a  party  question.  The  Bill  had  been  suf*> 
ficiently  long  before  the  House,  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  could  not  forget  that  they 
had  but  30,000  electors  out  of  a  popula* 
tion  of  8,000,000,  while  there  were  in  thia 
country  1,200,000  electors.  He  regretted 
as  a  friend  to  good  understanding  all  that 
had  occurred  that  night. 

Mr.  HENLEY  retorted,  that  Gentle- 
men  on  the  other  (the  Ministerial)  side  of 
the  House  wanted  to  make  this  a  party 
question,  and  did  not  treat  their  antago* 
nists  fairly,  for  if  the  latter  had  wished  to 
make  it  a  party  contest,  it  would  have 
been  easy  for  them,  instead  of  letting  the 
Bill  pass  its  second  reading  on  Friday^ 
with  merely  a  few  passing  remarks,  to 
have  made  it  the  subject  of  five  or  aix 
nights*  debate,  and  to  have  got  up  fifty 
Irish  discussions  on  the  one  subject.  They 
had  not  taken  that  course,  yet  the  noble 
Lord  accused  them  of  wishing  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  in  Ireland. 
On  Friday  night  Gentlemen  on  the  dif- 
ferent sides  took  various  views  of  what  the 
franchise  ought  to  be.  The  very  firat 
clause  of  the  Bill  contained  the  pith  of  the 
question,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  First 
Minister  of  the  Crown  knew  that  only  one 
division  could  take  place  on  the  question* 
whether  the  word  eight  should  stand  part 
of  the  Bill.  Surely  it  was  but  reasonable 
to  give  time  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who  held 
different  opinions  on  that  point.  It  was 
hard  in  the  noble  Lord  to  say,  because  thia 
course  had  been  adopted  to  secure  a  fair 
discussion,  that  therefore  hon.  Membera 
were  averse  to  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  Ireland.  He  regretted  the  noble 
Lord  had  assumed  that  tone,  for  it  was  not 
an  inducement  to  the  Opposition  to  refrain 
as  they  had,  from  delaying,  by  much  dii- 
cussion,  the  progress  of  future  measures. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  First  Time.'*  Whereupon 
Motion  made  and  Question  put,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  70; 
Noes  184:  Majority  114. 

Captain  TAYLOR  repudiated  the  idea; 
that  hon.  Members  at  his  side  of  the  House 
were  actuated  by  factious  motives  in  the 
course  they  had  been  pursuing.  An  ap- 
peal had  been  made  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  give 
some  little  time  for  the  consideration  of 
that  measure;  and,  from  the  very  conrteons 
manner  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^  thej 
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thought  it  would  llave  been  given,  and 
some  Irish  Members  had  actually  left  for 
Ireland  upon  that  supposition.  Motives 
had  been  ascribed  to  his  side  of  the  House 
which  had  been  satisfactorily  answered; 
but  he  did  not  think  that  any  valid  an- 
swer had  been  given  by  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House  for  having  measures 
shuffled  and  the  order  changed.  Could  it 
have  been  for  the  unusual  circumstance 
of  forty-three  Irish  Members  having  voted 
against  the  Government  that  they  brought 
forward  this  measure,  knowing  as  they  did 
that  there  were  upwards  of  twenty  Irish 
Members  absent,  who  could  not  have  done 
otherwise  than  voted  for  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buckinghamshire  ?  He 
would  put  it  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether  it 
would  not  be  well,  after  the  many  divisions 
that  had  taken  place,  to  give  way.  He  would 
move  that  the  Chairman  report  progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  again  proposed,  '*  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  First  Time/'  Whereupon  Motion 
made  and  Question  put,  '*  That  the  Chair- 
man do  now  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  70  ; 
Noes  185  :  Majority  115. 

Sir  J.B.  WALSH  said,  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  must  have  been  perfectly  aware 
that  when  they  of  the  Opposition  side  had 
adopted  that  course,  they  had  done  so  from 
a  sense  of  doty,  and  had  felt  a  strong  jus* 
tification  for  the  policy  they  were  pursuing, 
when,  as  a  minority,  they  had  recourse  to 
those  powers  of  delaying  the  proceedings 
of  that  House  which  its  forms  imposed. 
They  had  calculated  on  an  ultimate  and 
speedy  appeal  to  public  opinion,  and  had 
strong  grounds  for  the  course  they  had 
pursued  when  they  ventured  to  disturb 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  that  even* 
ing.  He  ventured  to  address  the  House 
because  he  had  been  one  of  the  few  Mem- 
bers present  on  Friday^  and  he  must  say, 
from  his  experience  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  House,  that  he  never  had  been  present 
on  an  occasion  when  the  minority  had  been 
disposed  to  enter  in  a  fairer  spirit  upon 
the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  that  Bill. 
If  their  design  had  been  to  obstruct  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  by  a  factious 
course,  it  would  have  been  upon  that  dis* 
•nssion,  when,  he  should  say,  a  more  tem- 
perate exposition  of  the  merits  and  defects 
of  the  Bill  was  never  addressed  to  Parlia- 
ment than  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin. 


It  was  idle  to  suppose  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  or  any  other  hon. 
Gentleman  then  present,  had  been  contem* 
plating  an  obstruction  of  the  regular  course 
of  business  of  that  House,  which  would  be 
an  obstruction  without  sense,  without  rea^ 
son,  without  foundation,  but  for  the  legi<- 
timate  object  they  had  in  view,  namely, 
the  vindicating  the  rights  of  a  minority, 
and  claiming  for  that  House  the  right  of 
having  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  de- 
liberating upon  the  measures  brought  be« 
fore  it.  That  side  of  the  House  had  been 
accused  of  antipathy  to  the  measure; 
there  were  no  grounds  for  such  an  imputa- 
tion in  the  speeches  delivered  that  night  or 
on  Friday.  It  was  fully  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  circumstances,  brought  about  by 
the  disastrous  state  of  things  in  Ireland, 
had  produced  almost  an  annihilation  of 
the  franchise  in  that  country,  and  that 
some  remedy  should  be  applied  to  such  a 
state  of  things.  But  as  to  the  charge  of 
antipathy  thrown  out  by  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  he  (Sir  J. 
Walsh)  should  say  nothing  could  be  more 
destitute  of  foundation.  He  thought  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  on  a  question  of 
such  vast  importance  as  to  its  details  that 
time  should  be  given  to  hon.  Members  to 
discuss  its  merits,  and  place  their  amend- 
ments on  the  Notice-book  of  that  HouBOa 
He  thought  that  Parliament,  being  a  tri- 
bunal which  had  an  ultimate  resort  to 
public  opinion,  it  was  absolutely  necessaiT 
that  the  proceedings  on  a  measure  of  such 
importance  as  this  Bill  should  have  time 
to  deliberate  upon  these  changes.  It  was 
upon  that  ground  he  consider^  it  his  duty 
to  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  whether  he 
could  show  any  precedent  for  hastening  a 
Bill  of  such  vast  importance-— and  tho 
noble  Lord  did  not  deny  its  importance— 
and  pressing  it  forward  in  a  manner  bo  aa 
to  preclude  hon.  Members  from  giving  no* 
tices  of  the  amendments  they  may  deem 
necessary.  It  might  have  been  a  justifica^ 
tion  if  there  had  been  an  earnest,  deli- 
berate, discussion  upon  the  second  reading, 
and  the  whole  bearing  of  the  subject  in- 
vestigated, for  then  the  opinions  of  Mem- 
bers would  have  been  fully  elicited  upon  it. 
The  disposition  his  side  of  the  House  had 
manifested  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  a  calm, 
temperate  spirit,  should  be  an  additional 
ground  why  the  noble  Lord  should  treat 
with  indulgence  their  anxious  desire  to 
have  some  convenient  time  given  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  measure.  He 
had  left  the  House  on  Friday  evening  with 
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•  f*tti  mfr^n^wm  HaA  Gmenaatsui  w/aM 

w^#^!?M  \^H  ff/Wifl  th^sj  Wl  4<tersa72»^  to 
feniytf  li  ^/n.  Huy^tA^  Ht^dUnd^  nsA  Ire- 
imidfmf^ti  to  t>«  lUlz/w^  tfiiM;  to  e^^ttider 

tb«f  prtmiftti  hftnto  <;tof/l/yir«?d«  tb«  pe^^le 
w<mUi  \m  inkiftt  hr  nuryrw:.  To  think 
thfti  *i  y^/tsr  hrtmkhui  UrtWfrrow  moruiDg 
y<m  »b'/ukl  r4tfii4  ibiit  the  wW«  coxuttitation 
<yf  IralMul  hfl4  h<^;n  chan/^ed  in  a  single 
evening !  The  noble  Lord  bad  not  at- 
t«nipti$d  to  offer  a  precedent  for  this  haste, 
but  bad  precipitated  a  measure  which 
thero  bad  been  erei  y  reason  to  believe . 
woubl  have  been  delayed.  lie  (Sir  J. 
Walsh)  therefore  moved  that  the  Chairman 
report  progress. 

Mil.  TORRKXS  M'CULLAGII  said, 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
bad  just  set  down  was  not  the  onlj  intima- 
tion thoj  had  that  evening,  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  had  some  misgivings  that 
the  course  they  wore  pursuing  was  not  well 
calculated  to  raise  them  in  the  estimation 
of  the  country.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
oom])biinod  tliat  they  were  misunderstood. 
That  was  one  of  the  evils  of  pursuing  such 
a  course.  But  the  hon.  Baronet,  in  dis- 
claiming antipathy  to  the  Bill,  conld  not 
surely  have  forgotten  his  own  observations 
on  Friday  evening,  which  intimated  toler- 
ably i>lainly  the  course  which  ho  was  inclined 
to  follow  with  respect  to  it.  In  every  divi- 
sion a  fresh  case  of  delay  had  been  assign- 
ed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Had  the 
Bill  boon  forwarded  a  stage  that  evening, 
as  it  very  well  might  have  been,  by  the 
time  it  reached  its  more  important  pro- 
visions hon.  Members  might  have  returned 
from  the  assises. 

hORD  J.  MANNERS  said,  the  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  was  the  most  important 
of  all;  and  after  that  had  passed,  it  would 
bo  too  late  tliou  to  repair  the  mischief  when 
the  absent  Members  returned  from  Ire- 
land. 

COLOKCL  KNOX  would  ask,  if  it  was 
not  a  perfectly  valid  objection  that  all  the 
Irish  count  J  Members  wore  absent  when  it 
was  sought  to  proceoii  with  a  measure  in- 
Tolving  a  total  ehaniri>  in  tlic  representation 
oflroUnd  !  He  could  not  eoneeive  anything 
llor%  ontra$«^ou5  to  the  feelings  of  Iri^h 
MMobtn  Ibwa  tbo  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
4Mk  gttlinft  up  to  deii^nd  such  a  course  of 
fifiogf  «a  1)^  fiurt  of  the  GoTomment.  It 
^  lo  W  fMiEMUtt  that  tho  ri<ht  hon. 
Ih«  CUif  SwrHarj  for^Inlaad, 
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x^ea  sicca  to  fwatfuag 
fexrdag  teikaat-ngi«s  iS  after  tite 
g4.T4!r  war,  thiakiag  h  pK^sttrvos  to  ^ 
<yn  «i:^  the  meamre  vluSe  tbe  Infk  Mc^ 
bers  w«rre  away  to  tlie  mwaiys  Is 
eaM;  of  the  present  memssas^  ^^^>?  ^"^ 
equally  fair  and  jost  claim  to  a  liiHJlai 
dolgeoee;  and  he  vas  glad  diat  tbe 
Mtwher  for  Dablin  had  said  that  tldi 
ter  wonld  go  forth  to  the  eoimtiT,  as  ha 
was  sure  that  the  decision  of  tiie  co— try 
would  justify  the  conduct  of  hon.  Gcatle- 
men  on  this  (the  Opposition)  side  of  ihe 
Ilouse  that  night.  He,  therefore,  trusted 
they  would  persevere  in  the  course  thej 
had  taken,  for  he  felt  that  nnfiainiess  and 
trickery  had  been  attempted  to  be  played 
upon  them. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  thought  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dressed them,  could  not  have  been  present 
when  he  (Sir  W.  Somerville)  had  answered 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Buek- 
inghamshire.  He  had  then  drawn  a  Terj 
wide  distinction  between  the  present  Bin 
and  the  Bill  affecting  tenant-right.  The 
latter  Bill  was  quite  a  new  Bill;  it  had 
been  just  printed,  and  had  never  been  con- 
sidered; and  nothing  could,  therefore,  he 
fairer  than  that  time  should  be  given  to 
distribute  it  and  allow  it  to  be  considered. 
But  with  this  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
the  case  was  very  different,  the  Bill  having 
been  before  the  House  on  previous  occa- 
sions. Why,  in  1848  this  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  stood  for  Committee.  It 
contained  this  very  first  clause,  the  most 
important  of  all,  as  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Colchester  had  stated. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  reminded  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  measure  re- 
specting tenant-right,  which  had  been  al- 
lowed to  bo  postponed,  was  not  a  new 
measure.  The  former  Bills  on  the  same 
subject,  and  of  a  very  «milar  character  to 
the  Bill  of  this  Session,  had  been  almost 
numberless.  Therefore,  there  was  no  plea 
for  rofusiug  the  opportunity  to  conuder  the 
measure  in  one  case,  and  granting  it  in 
another. 

Mr.  STANFORD  had  heaid  with  sin- 
cere pain  and  regret  an  hon.  Gentlonan  on 
the  Ministerial  side  term  the  ^position — 
the  constitutional  opposition — now  offered 
'  by  the  lanr^  and  powerful  party  on  this 
\  »ido  of  the  Hoaj»e«  **  an  oi^anised  system 
of  liypocmT/'     He  did  not  think  it  calai- 
latoii  to  enhance  the  dignity  of  that  Hooae 
I  to  bandy  abont  Sttch  Kcnuitiwii.     He  had 
inot   learned 
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forbid  that  he  eyer  should  !  he  only  acted 
according  to  the  dictates  of  common  sense 
and  plain  reason;  hut  he  must  say  he 
thought  it  would  only  be  becoming  if  the 
noble  Lord  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown 
would  bow  to  the  decision  of  so  large  a 
number  of  the  Members  of  that  House,  and 
give  time  for  the  due  consideration  of  this 
measure.  The  noble  Lord  had  talked  of 
the  **  insincerity"  of  those  offering  this  op- 
position ;  but  when  he  remembered  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  done  nothing  for  L'oland 
but  produce  rebellion  by  misgoverning  her, 
and  then  tried  by  stratagems  to  draw  off 
the  people's  attention  from  practical  mea- 
sures to  barren  measures  of  mere  political 
change,  he  must  say  he  thought  there  was 
ample  justification  for  any  one  to  retort  the 
charge  of  organised  hypocrisy  and  insin- 
cerity upon  the  noble  Lord  himself. 

Mr.  SCOTT  thought  the  noble  Lord 
had  acted  in  a  manner  unfair  to  the  House, 
unfair  to  the  colonies  (respecting  which  an 
important  measure  stood  on  the  Notice- 
paper  for  to-night),  and  unfair  to  the  Irish 
Members.  When  a  measure  affecting 
Scotland  was  brought  forward,  it  was  never 
an  answer  to  the  Scotch  Members,  al- 
though only  fifty-three  in  number,  to  tell 
them  they  should  have  no  time  allowed  for 
its  consideration,  because  it  had  been  in- 
troduced in  previous  years;  but  the  learned 
Lord  opposite,  the  Lord  Advocate,  if  they 
brought  forward  measures  affecting  Scot- 
land which  the  Scotch  Members  believed 
to  be  ill-judged  and  ill-considered,  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  them  again  and  again, 
that  time  might  be  given  for  their  con- 
sideration by  the  people  of  Scotland;  and 
if  in  legislating  for  Scotland;  and  for 
the  colonies,  they  waited  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  the  people  most  immediately 
concerned,  he  considered  that  they  were 
bound,  on  the  principle  of  **  justice  to  Ire- 
land,*' to  postpone  this  measure  until  full 
and  distinct  information  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Members  as  to  the  feelings  of 
their  constituents.  The  noble  Lord  said 
the  people  of  Scotland  held  county  meet- 
ings on  a  particular  day,  to  discuss  legisla- 
tive questions  affecting  their  interests;  but 
in  Ireland  no  such  custom  prevailed.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  Scott)  considered  this  all  the 
stronger  reason  why  the  Irish  Members 
should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  sentiments  of  the  people  by 
the  most  available  and  legitimate  means. 
Again,  he  understood  that,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose was  to  bring  forward  a  measure  to 


extend  the  suffrage  in  England,  and  surely 
this  Bill  for  Ireland  ought  to  be  postponed 
till  they  could  compare  it  with  the  measure 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  England. 

Sir  J.  WALMSLEY  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  proceed  to  discuss  the  details  of  this 
Bill,  instead  of  wasting  time  on  matters 
totally  irrelevant  to  it.  He  trusted  that 
the  anomaly  of  having  a  constituency  of 
only  30,000  voters  out  of  a  population  of 
8,000,000,  would  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue any  longer. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  First  Time." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question 
put,  •*  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  75 ; 
Noes  194:  Majority  119. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Bankes,  G. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Bateson,  T. 
Bennet,  P. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Bremridge,  R. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bunbury,  W.  M. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Chichester,  Lord  J.  L. 
Cocks,  T.  S. 
Cole,  hon.  II.  A. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Cotton,  hon.  W.  H.  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 

Buncombe,  hon.  A. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
FUmer,  Sir  E. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Gore,  W.  R.  0. 
Grogan,  E. 
Guernsey,  Lord 
Gwyn,  II. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Hall,  Col. 
Halsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harris,  hon.  Capt. 
Henley,  J.  W. 


Berries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
HUdyard,  R.  C. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hudson,  G. 
JoUifife,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knox,  Col. 
Lennox,  Lord  A.  G. 
Lennox,  Lord  H.  G. 
Lowther,  H. 
Mandeville,  Visct. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Maxwell,  hon.  J.  P. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Miles,  W. 
Mullings,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  J. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Vomer,  Sir  W. 
Vyse,  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Waddington,  D. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wodehouse,  E. 

TELLERS. 

Bcresford,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F, 


Lord  J.  RUSSELL  then  moved  that 
the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair  and 
report  progress.  The  hour  was  now  too 
late  (half-past  eleven  o'clock)  to  proceed 
with  the  discussion  of  the  Bill.     He  pro* 
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posed  to  take  the  Committee  as  the  first 
order  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  hoped  the  nohle 
Lord  would  not  press  it  until  further  time 
had  heen  given  to  consider  it  Nothing 
hut  a  sense  of  duty  would  haye  induced 
him  to  make  the  appeal  to  the  nohle  Lord, 
If  the  nohle  Lord  would  not  find  it  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  husiness  arrangements 
for  the  next  week,  he  trusted  that  it  would 
be  postponed  until  then. 

Mr.  W.  miles  requested  that  the 
nohle  Lord  would  give  time  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  consider  the  Amendments  they 
might  wish  to  make. 


Lord  J.  RUSSELL  would  not  then  diir 
cuss  the  question  with  respect  to  the  mo» 
tives  that  had  actuated  the  opposition  that 
night;  hut  he  really  thought  if  hon.  Geno 
tlemen  had  any  amendments  to  propose, 
that  they  should  agree  upon  them,  and 
give  notice  in  due  form.  Of  course  he  did 
not  mean  that  they  should  state  their  views 
as  to  each  particular  clause.  As  to  the 
postponement,  he  did  not  think-  it  consisr 
tent  with  his  duty  to  postpone  the  Com- 
mittee  longer  than  Friday  next. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  sgun 
on  Friday. 

The  House  adjourned  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


APPENDIX. 


A  BETTER  REPORT  OF  THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OP 
CANTERBURY  ON  •'PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST  CLBRGT  BILL/' 
February  5,  1850. 


The  Archbishop  of  CANTERBURY 
said  :  I  rise,  my  Lords,  to  express  my  con- 
currence in  the  measure  proposed  by  my 
right  rev.  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down. 
It  is  not  the  habit  of  my  right  rev.  Friend 
to  leave  much  to  bo  added  on  any  subject 
which  he  has  treated;  and  little  remains 
for  me,  except  to  express  my  hope  that 
your  Lordships  will  give  your  sanction  to 
the  Bill  now  laid  upon  your  table.  The 
present  state  of  the  law,  in  what  concerns 
the  discipline  of  the  Church,  is  confessedly 
defective;  and  the  tribunal  before  whicn 


charges  of  heresy  and  false  doctrine  are 
idtiraately  to  he  brought,  more  espeeially 
stands  in  need  of  alteration.  It  cannot 
be  satisfactory  to  the  public,  that  a  court 
by  which  cases  of  unsound  doctrine  are  de- 
cided, should  consist  wholly  of  laymen.  I 
should  be  as  far  from  desiring  that  it  should 
consist  wholly  of  ecclesiastics.  But  a  mixed 
board,  as  provided  in  the  present  Bill,  con- 
sisting partly  of  ecclesiastical  and  partly 
of  judicial  functionaries,  will  best  meet  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  best  satisfr 
public  opinion. 


INDEX. 
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I  1R.»613 
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c.  1R.»  1025 

Aglionby,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Cockermouth 
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County  Rates  and  Expenditure,  Leave,  805 
Ecclesiastical  Commission,  375,  376,  877 
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Transportation,  Leave,  706 
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c.  Coinm.  moved  for  (Mr.  Disraeli),  1026  ;  Adj. 
Debate,  II70,  [A.  252.  N.  373,  M.  31]  137» 


Anderson,  Mr.  A.,  Orkney  and  Shetland 
^Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1068 


Anstey,  Mr.  T.  C,  Youghal 
Arctic  Expedition,  The,  380 
Australian  Colonies,  570,  2R.  1007 
Greece,  Affairs  of,  278 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  1967 
Polish,  ^.,   Refugees,  Address  moved,    406, 

501 
Roman  Catholic  Religion,  Leiiye,  530 
Transportation,  Leave,  808 
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Arctic  Expedition,  The, 
e.  Correspondence  moTed  for  (Sir  R.  II.  Inglis), 
886 

Army,  Medals  to  the, 
I.  Question  (Duke  of  Richmond),  1137 

Arundel  and  Surrey,  Earl  of,  Arundel 

Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  837 

Ashley,  Lord,  Bath 

Ecclesiastical    Commission  —  Mr.    Ilorsman's 

letter,  630 
Factory  Act,  The,  712 

Attorney  General,  The  (Sir  J.  Jervis), 
Chester 
Jury  Lists  (Ireland),  Comm.  moved  for,  723 
Larceny  Summary  Jurisdiction,  2R.  1132 
Registrars'  Office  Bankruptcy,  Comm.  883, 885 
Transportation,  Leave,  792,  703 

Australia,  Steam  Communication  with, 
I.  Question  (Earl  Talbot),  6U 

Australian  Colonies, 
c.   Res.  (Lord  J.  Russell),  635  ;  —  Correspon- 
dence moved  for  (Sir  W.  Molesworth),  712 

Australian  Colonies  Government  Bill, 
e,  1R.*634  ;  2R.  976  ;  Amend.  (Hon.  F.  Scott); 
979 ;  Amend,  withdrawn,  1020 ;  Com.  post- 
poned, 1287 

Baoshawe,  Mr.  J.,  Harwich 
Kensington,  &c.  Parishes,  520 

Baillie,  Mr.  II.  J.,  Inverness- shire 

Australian  Colonies,  580 
Ceylon,  Comm.  moved  for,  417,  428,  434,  642, 
656 

Baines,  Rt.  Hon.  M.  T.,  Hull 

Poor  Laws,  344 

Small  Tenements  Rating,  2R.  1121,  1125 

Bankes,  Mr.  G.,  Dorsetshire 

Protection,  300,  310 
Bankrupt  and  Insolvent  Members  Bill, 

c.  IR.*  344;  2R.  1114;  Amend.  (Rt.  lion.  H. 
Goulburn),  1117,  [o.  q.  A.  34,  N.  73,  M.  39] 
1118 

Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Bill, 
I.  IR.*  1  ;  211.*  257 

Baring,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  T.,  Portsmouth 

Arctic  Expedition,  The,  390,  392 

Pirates  (Head  Money)  Repeal,  2R.  662,  664 

Barron,  Sir  H.  W.,  Waterford  City 

Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  853, 858 

Bateson,  Mr.  T.,  Londonderry,  Co. 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  1351 

Duke  of 
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Beaumont,  Lord 
Encumbered  Estates  (Ireland),  Retom  mored 

for,  818 
Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  1176 
Railway  Returns  and  Audit,  343 

Benefices  in  Plurality  Bill, 
c.  IR.*  344  ;2R.  1127 

Bennet,  Capt.  P.,  Suffolk,  W, 
Protection,  303,  304 

Bentinck,  Lord  H.  W.   S.,  Nottingham- 
shire, N, 

Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1263 

Beresford,  Major  W.,  Essex,  TT. 

Florin,  The,  1334 

Berkeijjy,  Mr.  F.  H.  F.,  Bristol 
Great  Northern   Railway,  2R.  735 

Berkeley,  Hon.   G.   C.  G.,   Olottcetter' 
shire,  W, 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech,  157 
Agricultural  Distress.  Comm.  moved  for,  1227 
Deer  in  the  Royal  Forests,  1112,  1118 

Bernard,  Viscount,  Bandon  Bridge 
Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  844 
Protection,  322 

Blackall,  Major  S.  W.,  Longford 
Ceylon,  Comm.  moved  for,  453 

Board  of  Trade  Returns, 
c.  Question  (Mr.  Disraeli),  819 

Bouterie,  Hon.  E..P.  Benfirew,  Se. 
Registrars*  Office  Bankruptcy,  Com.  884 

Breadalbane,  Marquess  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Her  Mijes^'i 
Reply,  257 

Bright,  Mr.  J.,  Manchester 

Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1088, 

1098,  1109 
Ceylon,  Comm.  moved  for,  450 
Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  845,  849, 

855,  860 
Parliamentary    Voters    (Ireland),  2R.    1302; 

Com.  1359 
Small  Tenements  Rating,  2R.  1126 

British  Electric  Telegraph  Company  BUI, 
c.  IR.*  634;    2R.  1286;  Amend.  (Mr.  J.  L. 
Ricardo),  [o.  q.  A.  75,  N.  12,  M.  68]  1287 

Brotherton,  Mr.  J.,  Salford 

County  Cess  (Ireland),  Com.  Amend.  5SS 
Dwelling  Houses,  Rating  of,  Leave,  480 
Lihraries  and  Museums,  Puhlio,  Tieave^  763 
Sessional  Orders^  |64 
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Brougham,  Lord 

Acts  of  Parliament  Abbreviation,  IR.  708 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  50 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  710 
Clergy,  Proceedings  against.  1 R.  335 
Criminal  Law  Consolidation,  IR.  534 
Dolly's  Brae,  Aflfray  at,  958 
Graham,  Lieut.,  Case  of,  332,  1322,  1323 
Greece,  Aflfairs  of,  268,  617,  624 
Marriages  (Scotland),  337 
Presbyterian  Clergymen  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, 1278 

Brown,  Mr.  W.,  Lancashire,  S. 

South  Yorkshire,  &c.  Railway,  &c.,  2R.  1026 

BuccLEUCH,  Duke  of 

Representative  Peers  (Scotland),.  7 

Buck,  Mr.  L.  W.,  Devonshire,  N, 

Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1223 
Highways,  Leave,  753 

Buenos  Ayres, 
I  Question  (Earl  of  Harrowby),  270,  1278 

Campbell,  Lord 

Encumbered  Estates  (Ireland),  Return  moved 

for,  819 
Marriages  (Scotland),  336 

Campbell,  Hon.  W.  F.,  Cambridge 
Kensington,  dec.  Parishes,  520 

Canning,  Viscount 
Greece,  Affitirs  of,  625 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Clergy,  Proceedings  against,  IR.  335 
Ecclesiastical  Commission,  2R.  628 

0<vpe  of  Good  Hope,  Transportation  to  the, 
/:  Petitions  (Lord  Stanley),  709 
c.  Question  (Mr.  Adderley),  161 

Card  WELL,  Mr.  E.,  Liverpool 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  Comm.  696 
Merchant  Service,  Comm.  680 
Tyne  River  Conservancy,  2R.  635 
Woods  and  Forests,  Leave,  1320 

Carlisle,  Earl  of 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  24,  31,  35 
Poor  Law  Returns,  535 

Carriages,  Public  Register  of.  Bill, 
e.  IR.*  1334 

Castlereaoh,  Viscount,  Dovmshire 
Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland),  Leave  1022 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  2R.  1310, 1311, 
1312 ;  Com.  1336,  1346 

Ceylon, 

a  Comm.  moved  for  (Mr.  Hawes),  417 ;  Amend. 
(Mr.  Disraeli),  443,  [o.  q.  A.  140,  N.  68,  M. 
72]  456  ;  Amend.  (Mr.  Hume),  457,  [A.  100, 
N.  109,  M.  9]  458 ;— Capt.  Watson's  Procla- 
BttiioD,  641,  643 


Chancellor,  The   Lord  (The  Rt.   Hon. 
Lord  Cottenham) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Her  Majes- 
ty's Reply,  257 
Clergy,  Proceedings  against,  IR.  836 
Ecclesiastical  Commission,  Com.  cl,  12,  1328 
Railways  Abandonment,  2R.  1024 

Chancellor    op    the    Exchequer  (Rt. 
Hon.  Sir  C.  Wood),  Halifax 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  126,  128 

Chancery  Court  of  ( Ireland)  Bill, 
c.  Leave,  402;  IR.*  460;  2R.   727;  House 
Counted  out,   734,  863;   Amend.  (Mr.   J. 
Stuart),  870  ;  Amend,  withdrawn,  882 

Charitable  Trusts  Bill, 
c.  IR.*  535 

Charteris,  Hon.  W.  F.,  Haddingtonshire 
Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1065 

Chatterton,  Col.  J.  C  Cork  City 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  125,  128 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  1365 

Christopher,   Mr.   R.   A.,    Lincolnshire 
(Parts  of  Lindsey) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  183,  241 

Civil  Bill  {Boroughs)  (Ireland)  Bill, 
c.  IR.*  819 

Clanricarde,  Marquess  of 
Dolly's  Brae,  Aflfray  at,  964 
Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  1170 

Clare,  Earl  of 

Poor  I^ws  (Ireland),  1170 

Clarendon,  Earl  of 

Dolly's  Brae,  AflTray  at.  Correspondence  moved 
for,  923,  953,  956,  967 

Clay,  Sir  W.,  Tower  Hamlets 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  Comm.  696 

Clements,  Hon.  C.  S.,  Leitrim 

Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  839 

Clergy,  Proceedings  against.  Bill, 
I.  IR.  333 

Clerk,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G.,  Dovor 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  Comm.  694 
Pirates  (Head  Money)  Repeal,  2R.  661 

Cleveland,  Duke  of 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  41 
CoBDEN,  Mr.  R.,  Yorkshire,  W.  B. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  245 
Pirates  (Head  Money)  Repeal,  2R.  664 

CoGKBURN,  Mr.  A.  J.  E.,  Southampton 
Chancery,  Court  of  (Ireland),  2R.  869,  875 
Polish  Refugees,  Address  moved,  507 
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COLCHBSTER,  Lord 

Greece,  AfEairs  of,  624 

Medals  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  1142 

Plate,  River,  AfEairs  of,  1286 

Colonial  Policy ^ 
e.  Ret.  (Lord  J.  Russell),  6S5 ;— see  Atutra- 
lion  CoUmiet  Oovemment  Bill 

Commons  Incloiure  Bill, 
c,  1R.*968;2R.  1268 

ConticU  Prison  Bill, 

/.  IR.*  886 

Com  Trade  (Scotland) ,  Itemot3al  of  Oh- 
sirtiotions  Bill, 
I.  IR .•  534 

CoTTENHAM,  Lord,  sce  Chanoellor,  The 
Lord 

County  Cess  (Ireland)  Bill, 
e.  1R.»  844;  2R»  397;   Rep.*  460;  Com. 
632 ;  Amend.  Adj.  (Mr.  Brotherton),  633 ; 
Motion  withdrawn,  to. ;  3R.*  636 
/.  IR.*  613 ;  2R.*  708 ;  Rep.*  7W ;  3R.*  1276 ; 
Royal  Assent,  ib. 

County  Bates  and  Expenditure  Bill, 
r.  Leave,  892;  IR.*  397;  2R.  787;  Amend. 
Adj.  (Mr.  Spooner;,  741 

Cowan,  Mr.  C,  Edinburgh 

Ministers'  Money  (Ireland),  Comm,  moved  for, 
776 

Criminal  Law  Consolidation  Bill,  . 
I.  IR.  634;  2R.*  1275 

Deeds,  Registration  of  (Ireland), 
c.  Leave,  410  ;  IR.*  460 

Deedes,  Mr.  W.,  Kent,  E, 
Highways,  Leave,  760 
Small  Tenements  Rating,  2R.  1124 

Beer  in  the  Royal  Forests, 
e.  Question  (Mr.  G.  Berkeley),  1112 

Dbnison,  Mr,  E.  B.,  Yorkshire,  W.  R, 

Highways,  Leave,  761 

Denison,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Malton, 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  176 
Ecclesiastical  Commission,  363,  381 
Sessional  Orders,  1 62 

Denmark  and  Prussia, 
e.  Question  (Mr.  G.  Sandars),  970 

Desart,  Earl  of 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  20 
Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  Res.  1146,  1178 

Devon,  Earl  of 

Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  1169 

Disraeli,  Mr.  B.,  Buckinghamshire 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  161,  218 
Afriealtanl  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for,  1026, 
1(MKI,  1058, 1059, 1112, 1264 


DisRASu,  Mr.  B.— tfOH^fitieil. 

Board  of  Trade  Returns,  810,  820 

Ceylon,  Comm.  moved  for,  441;  Amend.  45d» 

661 
County  Rates  and  Expenditure,  Leave,  392, 

397 
Greece,  Affiurs  of,  273,  282 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),   Com.  1886, 

1343;  Amend.  1349, 1378 
Polish,  ^.,  Refugees,  Address  moved,  511 
Poor  Laws,  844 
Public  Business,  973 

Distressed  Unions  (Ireland)^ 
c.  Comm.  823  ;  Report,  1020 

DivETT,  Mr.  E.,  Exeter 
Emigration  Ships,  Outrages  in,  1118, 1U4 

Divisions,  List  of. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Amend.  (Earl 

ofStradbroke),  [Contents  108,  Not-Contents 

162,  M.  49]  80  ;    Amend.  (Sir  J.  TroUope), 

[A.  192,  N.  311,  M.  119]  258 
Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  for  (Mr. 

DisraeU),  [A,  262,  N.  273,  M.  211  1272 
Bankrupt  and  Insolvent  Members    Bill,   2R. 

Amend.  (Rt.  Hon.  H.  Goulbum),  [o.  <r.  A. 

34,  N.  73,  M.  39]  1118 
Ceylon,  Comm.  moved  for  (Mr.  Hawes),  Amend. 


(Mr.  Disraeli),  [o.  q.  A.  140.  N.  68,  M.  72] 

1.  (Mr.  ~       '   '      

M.  9]  468 


466  ;  Amend. 


Hume),  [A.  100,  N.  109, 


Ecclesiastical  Commission,  Com.  c/.  12,  Amend. 

(Earl  of  Powis),  [Contents  31,  Not-Contento 

26,  M.  6]  1329 ;  c7. 15,  Amend.  (Bishop  of  Sa- 

lisbury),  [Contents  21,  Not-Contents  10,  M.  2] 

1333  * 

Marriages  Bill,  Leave,  [A.  140,  N.  65,  M.  84] 

628 
Ministers'  Money  (Ireland),  Comm.  moved  for 

(Mr.  W.  Pagan) ;  Amend.  (Rt.  Hon,  Sir  G. 

Grey),  [p.  g.  A.  76.  N.  96,  M.  20]  775 
Parliamentary    Voters   (Ireland)    Bill,    Com. 

Amend.  (Lord  J.  Manners),  [o.  q.  A.  185,  N. 

116,  M.  70]  1341 ;  [m,  a.  A.  193,  N.  93,  M. 

100]  1346  ;    Amend.  (Mr.  Disraeli),  1349 ; 

[r.  p.  A.  81,  K.  191,  M.  110]  1350  ;  Amend. 

(Sir  J.  B.  Wahih),  [A.  76,  N.  194,  M.  119] 

1386 
Public  Business,  Amend.  (Mr.  Hume),  [m.  q. 

A.  143,  N.  47,  M.  96]  974 
Registrars'  Office  Bankruptcy  Bill,  Gem.  Amend. 

(Mr.  Henley),  [o.  q,  A.  57,  N.  81,  M.  4]  885 
Roman  Catholic  Religion  Bill,  Leave,  [Al  71, 

N.  77,  M.  6]  631 
Sessional  Orders,  Amend.  (Mr.  llame),  [A.  81, 

N.  161,  M.  70]  164 
Transporution  Bill,  Leave,  [A.  32,  N.  110,  M. 

78]  808 

Dolly's  Brae,  Affray  at, 
I.  Notice  (Lord  Stanley),  534 ;    Observations 
(Marquess  of  Londonderry),  755;   OoRee- 
pondence  moved  for  (Lord  Stanley),  888 

Drummond,  Mr.  H.,  Surrey,  W, 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  251 
Agricultural  Distress,  Comm.  moved  hf,  1008 

Due:e,  Sir  J.,  London 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Spoepji,  109 
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Dunne,  Lieut.-Col.  F.  P.,  Portarlington 

County  6e»B  (Ireland),  Com.  038 
Dittressad  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  849 
Kensington,  Ac,  Parishes,  528 
Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland),  Leaye,  1024 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  1340 
Prison  Discipline,  Comm.  moved  for,  706 
Protection,  324,  326 

Dwelling-Howes,  Eating  of,  Bill, 
e»  Leave,  470  ;  Motion  neg.  480 

Ecclesiastical  Commission, 
c.  Motion  (Mr.  Horsman)  348  ;  Motion  with- 
drawn, 386  ;  Question  (Mr.  Horsman),  398  ; 
— Mr.  Horsman*  s  Letter  J  Question  (Mr.  Roe- 
buck), 460  ;  Obseryations  (Lord  Ashley),  636 

JEcclesiastical  Commission  Bill, 

I  1R,«  267 ;  2R.  626 ;  Com.  d,  12,  1323  ; 
Amend.  (Earl  Powis),  1324,  [Contents  31, 
Not-Contents,  26,  M.  6]  1329  ;  d.  16,  1330  ; 
Amend.  (Bishop  of  Salisbury),  1331,  [Con- 
tents 21,  Not-Contents  19,  M.  2]  1333  ;  add, 
d,  (Bishop  of  Oxford),  ib, 

Eddisbury,  Earl  of 

Greece,  Afl^irs  of,  622,  624 

Edinburgh  Slaughter-houses  Removal  Bill, 
c.  IR.*  270 

Edu>cation,  National, 
I  Question  (Lord  Stanley),  813 

Education  (Ireland), 
h  Petition  (Earl  of  Stradbroke),  613 

Eglixtoun,  Earl  of 

Representative  Peers  (Scotland),  6 

Elections  (Ireland)  Bill, 
c.  1R.*734;  2R.  1317 

Ellenborough,  Earl  of 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  710 
Poor  Law  Returns,  535 

Elliot,  Mr. ,  Case  of, 
I.  Question  (Lord  Brougham),  332,  1322 

Embankment  and  Reclamation  (Ireland) 
Bill, 
c.  1R.*270 

Emigrant  Ships,  Outrages  in, 
I.  Question  (Earl  of  Mountcashell),  809 
e.  Question  (Mr.  Divett),  1113;    Reply  (Mr. 
Hawes),  1288 

Emigration — New  South  Wales, 
e.  Question  (Hon.  F.  Scott),  822 

Encumbered  Estates  (Ireland)  Bill, 
I.  Returns  moved  for  (Earl  of  Glengall),  816 

Essex,  Earl  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  7,  38 

Estates  Leasing  (Ireland)  Bill, 
e.  IR.*  635  ;  2R.*  1286 

Evans,  Major  General  Sir  De  Lacy,  West- 
minster 
Polish,  d(c.,  Refbgeet,  Address  moved,  615, 616 


EwART,  Mr,  W.,  Dumfries 

Libraries  and  Museums,  Public,  Leave,  7dO 
Parliament,  New  Houses  of,  270 

Exchequer,  Chancellor  of  the,  s$$ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Factory  Act,  The, 
c.  Question  (Lord  Ashley),  713 

Fag  AN,  Mr.  W.,  Cork  City 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  151 
Dwelling-Houses,  Rating  of.  Leave.  477 
Jury  Lists  (Ireland),  Comm.  moved  for,  799 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  Comm.  696 
Ministers'  Money  (Ireland),  Comm.  moved  for, 

763 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),    2R,   1307; 

Com.  1368 
Process  and  Practice  (Ireland),  Leave,  402 

Farmers'  Estate  Society  (Ireland)  JBt'K, 

c.  IR.*  968 

Farrer,  Mr,  J„  Durham,  S. 
British  Electrio  Telegraph  Oompany,  3E.  1987 

Fisheries,  Irish,  Bill, 
c.  IR.*  344 

Fitzwilllam,  Earl 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  38,  41 
Railway  Returns  and  Audit,  349 

Florin,  The, 
c.  Question  (Major  Beresford),  1834 

Forbes,  Mr.  W.,  Stirlingshire 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  Amend, 
1351 

Fox,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Longford 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Com.  1339 

French,  Mr.  F.,  Boscommon 

Chancery,  Court  of  (Ireland),  Leave,  404 
Distressed  Unions  (Ireland),  Comm.  833 
Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland),  Leave,  701 

Frewen,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Sussex,  E. 

Benefices  in  Plurality,  2R.  1127, 1128.  1199 
County  Rates,  dec.  Leave,  392,  396 
Highways,  Leave,  749 
Highways  District  Surveyors,  2R.  736 

OiBSON,  Right  Hon.  T.  M.,  Manchest4r 

County  Rates,  Leave,  399,  393  ;  2R,  737»  744 
Greece,  Affiiirs  of,  271 
Public  Business,  972 

Gladstone,    Rt.    Hon.   W.  E.,   Oxford 
University 
Agricultural  IHstresi,  Oomm.  moved  for,  1304, 

1206 
Australian  Colonies,  595,  600 

Glasgow  Markets  and   SlaughUr-kouses 
Bill, 

c.  IR.*  460  ;  2R,»  968 
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a  full  impression  that  Government  would 
not  press  the  suhject  to  a  speedy  decision, 
and  he  was  never  more  astonished  than 
when  he  found  thej  had  determined  to 
hring  it  on.  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  allowed  time  to  consider 
the  effect  of  such  a  measure;  whereas,  bj 
the  present  haste  employed,  the  people 
would  be  taken  by  surprise.  To  think 
that  at  your  breakfast  to-morrow  morning 
you  should  read  that  the  whole  constitution 
of  Ireland  had  been  changed  in  a  single 
evening !  The  noble  Lord  had  not  at- 
tempted to  offer  a  precedent  for  this  haste, 
but  had  precipitated  a  measure  which 
there  had  been  eveiy  reason  to  believe 
would  have  been  delayed.  He  (Sir  J. 
Walsh)  therefore  moved  that  the  Chairman 
report  progress. 

Mr.  TORRENS  M'CULLAGH  said, 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
had  just  set  down  was  not  the  only  intima- 
tion they  had  that  evening,  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  had  some  misgivings  that 
the  course  they  were  pursuing  was  not  well 
calculated  to  raise  them  in  the  estimation 
of  the  country.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
complained  that  they  were  misunderstood. 
That  was  one  of  the  evils  of  pursuing  such 
a  course.  But  the  hon.  Baronet,  in  dis- 
claiming antipathy  to  the  Bill,  conld  not 
surely  have  forgotten  his  own  observations 
on  Friday  evening,  which  intimated  toler- 
ably plainly  the  course  which  he  was  inclined 
to  follow  with  respect  to  it.  In  every  divi- 
sion a  fresh  case  of  delay  had  been  assign- 
ed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Had  the 
Bill  been  forwarded  a  stage  that  evening, 
as  it  very  well  might  have  been,  by  the 
time  it  reached  its  more  important  pro- 
visions hon.  Members  might  have  returned 
from  the  assizes. 

Lord  J.  MANNERS  said,  the  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  was  the  most  important 
of  all;  and  after  that  had  passed,  it  would 
be  too  late  then  to  repair  the  mischief  when 
the  absent  Members  returned  from  Ire- 
land. 

Colonel  KNOX  would  ask,  if  it  was 
not  a  perfectly  valid  objection  that  all  the 
Irish  county  Members  were  absent  when  it 
was  sought  to  proceed  with  a  measure  in- 
volving a  total  change  in  the  representation 
of  Ireland  ?  He  could  not  conceive  anything 
more  outrageous  to  the  feelings  of  Irish 
Members  than  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
dalk  getting  up  to  defend  such  a  course  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It 
seemed  to  be  forgotten  that  the  right  hon. 
iBaronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 


when  asked  to  postpone  the  Irish  Bill  af- 
fecting tenant-right  till  after  the  assizes, 
gave  way,  thinking  it  preposterous  to  go 
on  with  the  measure  while  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  away  to  the  assizes.  In  the 
case  of  the  present  measure  they  had  an 
equally  fair  and  just  claim  to  a  similar  in- 
dulgence; and  he  was  glad  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  had  said  that  this  mat- 
ter would  go  forth  to  the  country,  as  he 
was  sure  that  the  decision  of  the  country 
would  justify  the  conduct  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  this  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the 
House  that  night.  He,  therefore,  trusted 
they  would  persevere  in  the  course  they 
had  taken,  for  he  felt  that  unfairness  and 
trickery  had  been  attempted  to  be  played 
upon  them. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  thought  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dressed them,  could  not  have  been  present 
when  he  (Sir  W.  Somerville)  had  answered 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Buck- 
inghamshire. He  had  then  drawn  a  very 
wide  distinction  between  the  present  Bill 
and  the  Bill  affecting  tenant-right.  The 
latter  Bill  was  quite  a  new  Bill;  it  had 
been  just  printed,  and  had  never  been  con- 
sidered; and  nothing  could,  therefore,  be 
fairer  than  that  time  should  be  given  to 
distribute  it  and  allow  it  to  be  considered. 
But  with  this  Bill  now  before  the  Honse, 
the  case  was  very  different,  the  Bill  having 
been  before  the  House  on  previous  occa- 
sions. Why,  in  1848  this  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  stood  for  Committee.  It 
contained  this  very  first  clause,  the  most 
important  of  all,  as  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Colchester  had  stated. 

Lord  C.  HAMILTON  reminded  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  measure  re- 
specting tenant-right,  which  had  been  al- 
lowed to  be  postponed,  was  not  a  new 
measure.  The  former  Bills  on  the  same 
subject,  and  of  a  very  similar  character  to 
the  Bill  of  this  Session,  had  been  almost 
numberless.  Therefore,  there  was  no  plea 
for  refusing  the  opportunity  to  consider  the 
measure  in  one  case,  and  grantmg  it  in 
another. 

Mr.  STANFORD  had  heard  with  sin- 
cere  pain  and  regret  an  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  Ministerial  side  term  the  opposition — 
the  constitutional  opposition — now  offered 
by  the  large  and  powerful  party  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  *'  an  organised  system 
of  hypocrisy."  He  did  not  think  it  calcu- 
lated to  enhance  the  dignity  of  that  House 
to  bandy  about  such  accusations.  He  had 
not   learned   Parliamentary  tactics — Ged 
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forbid  that  he  ever  should !  he  only  acted 
according  to  the  dictates  of  common  sense 
and  plain  reason;  but  he  must  say  he 
thought  it  would  only  be  becoming  if  the 
noble  Lord  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown 
would  bow  to  the  decision  of  so  large  a 
number  of  the  Members  of  that  House,  and 
give  time  for  the  due  consideration  of  this 
measure.  The  noble  Lord  had  talked  of 
the  **  insincerity"  of  those  ofTeriug  this  op- 
position ;  but  when  he  remembered  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  done  nothing  for  Ireland 
but  produce  rebellion  by  misgoverning  her, 
and  then  tried  by  stratagems  to  draw  off 
the  people's  attention  from  practical  mea- 
sures to  barren  measures  of  mere  political 
change,  he  must  say  he  thought  there  was 
ample  justification  for  any  one  to  retort  the 
charge  of  organised  hypocrisy  and  insin- 
cerity upon  the  noble  Lord  himself. 

Mr.  SCOTT  thought  the  noble  Lord 
bad  acted  in  a  manner  unfair  to  the  House, 
unfair  to  the  colonies  (respecting  which  an 
important  measure  stood  on  the  Notice- 
paper  for  to-night),  and  unfair  to  the  Irish 
Members.  When  a  measure  affecting 
Scotland  was  brought  forward,  it  was  never 
an  answer  to  the  Scotch  Members,  al- 
though only  fifty-three  in  number,  to  tell 
them  they  should  have  no  time  allowed  for 
its  consideration,  because  it  had  been  in- 
troduced in  previous  years;  but  the  learned 
Lord  opposite,  the  Lord  Advocate,  if  they 
brought  forward  measures  affecting  Scot- 
land which  the  Scotch  Members  believed 
to  be  ill-judged  and  ill-considered,  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  them  again  and  again, 
that  time  might  be  given  for  their  con- 
sideration by  the  people  of  Scotland;  and 
if  in  legislating  for  Scotland;  and  for 
the  colonies,  they  waited  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  the  people  most  immediately 
concerned,  he  considered  that  they  were 
bound,  on  the  principle  of  **  justice  to  Ire- 
land," to  postpone  this  measure  until  full 
and  distinct  information  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Members  as  to  the  feelings  of 
their  constituents.  The  noble  Lord  said 
the  people  of  Scotland  held  county  meet- 
ings on  a  particular  day,  to  discuss  legisla- 
tive questions  affecting  their  interests;  but 
in  Ireland  no  such  custom  prevailed.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  Scott)  considered  this  all  the 
stronger  reason  why  the  Irish  Members 
should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  sentiments  of  the  people  by 
the  most  available  and  legitimate  means. 
Again,  he  understood  that,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose was  to  bring  forward  a  measure  to 


extend  the  suffrage  in  England,  and  surely 
this  Bill  for  Ireland  ought  to  be  postponed 
till  they  could  compare  it  with  the  measure 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  England. 

Sir  J.  WALMSLEY  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  proceed  to  discuss  the  details  of  this 
Bill,  instead  of  wasting  time  on  matters 
totally  irrelevant  to  it.  He  trusted  that 
the  anomaly  of  having  a  constituency  of 
only  30,000  voters  out  of  a  population  of 
8,000,000,  would  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue any  longer. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  First  Time." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question 
put,  **  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  75 ; 
Noes  194:  Majority  119. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Addcrley,  C.  B. 
Ark  Wright,  G. 
Bankes,  6. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Bateson,  T. 
Bennet,  P. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Bremridgc,  R. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bunbury,  W.  M. 
Chatterton,  Col. 
Chichester,  Lord  J.  L. 
Cocks,  T.  S. 
Cole,  hon.  II.  A. 
Coles,  H.  B. 
Cotton,  hon.  W.  H.  S. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 

Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Estcourt,  J.  B.  B. 
Filmor,  Sir  E. 
Forbes,  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gooch,  E.  S. 
Gore,  W.  R.  0. 
Grogan,  E. 
Guernsey,  Lord 
Gwyn,  II. 
Halford,  Sir  H. 
Hall,  Col. 
Ilalsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harris,  hon.  Capt. 
Henley,  J.  W. 


Berries,  rt.  hon.  J.  C. 
Hildyard,  R.  C. 
Hood,  Sir  A. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hudson,  G. 
JoUiflfe,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knox,  Col. 
Lennox,  Lord  A.  G. 
Lennox,  Lord  H.  G. 
Lowther,  H. 
Mandeville,  Visot. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Maxwell,  hon.  J.  P. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Miles,  W. 
MuUings,  J.  R. 
Naas,  Lord 
Newdegate,  C.  N. 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Stafford,  A. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stuart,  J. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Vemer,  Sir  W. 
Vyse,  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Waddington,  D. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wodehouse,  E. 

TELLERS. 

Beresford,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 


Lord  J.  RUSSELL  then  moved  that 
the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair  and 
report  progress.  The  hour  was  now  too 
late  (half-past  eleven  o'clock)  to  proceed 
with  the  discussion  of  the  Bill.     He  pro« 
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